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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. Most women enjoy sex, too. (Duh!) 

2. Everyone is different. 

3. Communication is important. 

4. Consent is essential. 

 

Note: Some of this book is about sexy times, but most of 
it is not. 
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Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What’s Your Funniest Sex Story?” 

1) tvp204 wrote this: 

“My SO [Significant Oher] was visiting me at college 
freshman year and we were going at it. After we finished, 
we heard people clapping and cheering from my neighbor’s 
room. I was so embarrassed! 

“Flash forward to Junior year and I’m becoming close 
friends with a girl I work with. We found out one of her 
close friends had lived next to me freshman year, but we 
didn’t think anything of it. One day we are talking and I tell 
her the story and then we look at each other and it clicks. 
She was the cheering/clapping girl, and I was the 
loud/moaning girl. We just laughed and laughed about it. 

“We are best friends still, and we feel like it’s such a small 
world. We still find it hilarious.” 

2) PaddlesOwnCanoe wrote, “My ex and I experimented 
with light bondage and S&M. Our safe word was ‘broccoli’ 
because that will kill any kind of good mood anywhere.” 

3) Joernoddebossamienau wrote, “My ex woke me up for 
some sexy time, but I was soooo tired and relaxed, I fell 
asleep again during sex, lol [laughing out loud]. 

“He was still mad about it five years later.” 

4) sendmanyhelps wrote, “I was having drunk sex with this 
guy my roommate had introduced me to. Almost as soon as 
we were done, his face went white and all life left his eyes. 
He looked down and said in the smallest voice, ‘I’m going 
to be sick’. He spent the rest of the night in the bathroom. 
The best part was when he popped his head out of the door 
and said, ‘This doesn’t reflect on you — you were great,’ 
and continued to be violently sick in my toilet.” 
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5) forcetengal wrote, “We were in missionary position, and 
he was really going at it and kissing my neck and I was 
moaning like mad and he kisses my ear and says, ‘I’ve 
always known you’d be a cock-hungry slut ever since we 
met on Instagram. And boy, oh, boy was I right!’ I couldn’t 
not laugh and he laughed, too. It was hilarious but at the 
same time, incredibly sexy.”1 

2. “What Does Sex Feel Like for a Girl?” 

1) themwordstho wrote this: 

“It’s an amazing feeling. 

“I am engaged and sex with my fiancé is mind blowing in 
so many ways. 

“I love the feeling of fullness, the building of pressure, the 
explosion that wrecks my body and leaves me shaking, 
unable to move, and the tingles and warmth and insane rush 
of emotions that come after. 

“Sex with the right person feels like you’re moving to a 
new dimension.” 

Wollawallow commented, “Yes, this. I had way too much 
sex with the wrong people when I was younger. I wish I 
would have had a conversation about my pleasure with 
each partner beforehand!” 

2) almieeve wrote, “Penetration is nothing to write home 
about. But foreplay? If they know what they’re doing, 
it’s amazing.” 

Nugbuddy commented, “My old suite-mate at university 
use to tell us, you never walk in on a lady until after you 
knock and she invites you in. When in doubt, take her hand, 

 
1 Source: LilKoshka, “What’s your funniest sex story?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 22 January 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/sthuwas>. 
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let her guide you on a tour of her home and you will find 
things you never thought you would.” 

3) don’t-care-chair wrote this: 

“Depends on the woman. 

“Penetration is painful for me. When it’s not painful, it’s 
still not noteworthy unless I’m on my period. When I’m on 
my period, it feels like my vagina is in heaven.” 

angelina-bucatini asked, “Do you mind if I ask why it’s still 
painful? I’m nervous because I feel like it will be painful 
for me.” 

don’t-care-chair answered: 

“I’m not quite sure, yet! It only became painful around two 
years after I started having sex — prior to that, it felt good! 

“Just do it with someone you trust and someone who you 
know cares about your pleasure, rather than just their own. 
Make sure you’re lubricated enough, too! If penetration 
begins and you feel some pain, put a hold on it and go back 
to foreplay / what feels good to you. Rinse and repeat! 

“Take it as slow as you need to and know that you don’t 
need to do anything you aren’t ready for.” 

Girlbegone commented, “Seconding the take-it-slow thing! 
Foreplay is crucial! Don’t just go for it, play around first. 
Chicks are usually multiorgasmic — use that! Get off 
before penetration — it makes things easier and way 
better.” 

4) Girlbegone wrote, “Good sex, with a partner you are 
attracted to, who wants to please you, is amazing fun. You 
know that feeling of excitement in your stomach when you 
are looking forward to something? It’s that. The word 
intimate gets thrown around a lot, but good sex is intimate, 
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it’s close, it’s touching and being touched and feeling good 
because you are making someone else feel good, but also 
because they are making you feel good. It’s empowering— 
seeing what your partner needs and giving it to them, 
letting them in, it makes you feel like you invented sex. It’s 
fun. It should always be fun.” 

5) wollawalow wrote this: 

“If I’m so turned on I ache, I just pounce on my boyfriend 
and put it in. That’s an exception, not the rule. I like to 
wear socks because keeping my feet warm makes it easier 
for me to cum. 

“Foreplay is delicious, I love having my boyfriend kiss me 
and stroke me and say filthy things to me. Kissing is so 
nice, either soft and loving or long and hard and desperate. 

“As for my vagina, it feels weird when I have too much 
lube, and scratchy when there isn’t enough. When it’s the 
right amount, being filled up with cock is so f[*]cking nice. 
It feels like where there was emptiness, there’s warmth and 
thickness. Mmm. 

“If I get f[*]cked so hard he’s pounding on my cervix, it 
feels like he’s scratching an itch. If he does it slow and 
sensual while kissing me deeply, it’s like he’s worshipping 
my body. I feel like a goddess. I love how thick and … 
gooey? …. sex feels while I’m being made out with really 
slow. 

“My brain goes black when he’s going at it, in the nicest 
way. All that exists is me and him. 

“All the while my stimulation builds. I usually use a 
vibrator on my clit while we f[*]ck if we’re in the right 
position, though I don’t have to in order to get off, it just 
helps me along. 
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“When I have an orgasm, it’s like my nerve endings in my 
clit and groin all seize and release and pound and my blood 
rushes. It’s fireworks. 

“I love getting cum inside. It feels like jerking and heat. I 
love playing with the mess afterwards. It fulfills a primal 
desire. My boyfriend and I both love to think about when I 
am going to go off birth control and start trying for a baby 
once we’re married. We are really looking forward to that. 
I’m so excited! 

“Sometimes I’m swollen after. Sometimes I feel sore, and 
like my vagina has little tears. We have exceptionally rough 
sex 75% of the time, so this is to be expected. However, it’s 
always because I ask for it hard and I know what I want — 
it’s not my boyfriend just doing it without me being 
prepared. 

“I LOVE sex and it’s gotten only better as I’ve gotten older 
(I’m in my mid-twenties). I think most of that reason is 
because I’m with a guy who knows what’s up. I dated some 
guys who were clumsy and selfish — some who assumed I 
wasn’t going to have an orgasm so they would just be 
assholes and only get their orgasm, which is such a 
disappointment because I’m so easy to make cum and 
because I really do love dick a lot! I’m really happy to have 
a partner who knows exactly what I like, who likes to 
experiment with me and who never stops until he gets me 
off. 

“I feel like I’m gonna be f[*]cking until I literally cannot 
f[*]ck anymore.” 

6) 6ofcrowns wrote: 

“If done properly it will feel amazing. When you get 
aroused your body grows hotter and you get a lady boner, 
your vagina kind of pulses and tingles. For me it is the 
feeling of wanting to be penetrated. Then when the actual 
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penetration happens, it adds a pressure as your body 
stretches around the penis (given that he isn’t on the 
smaller side), but kind of relieves it as well. Depending on 
the position and your preferences some things are kind of 
felt more or just hits the spot. Add on G-spot stimulation or 
clitoral stimulation and it just gets better, it kind of tingles 
but in a pleasant way. 

“Before orgasm it kind of builds up, so things get tighter 
and tighter until it becomes undone in pulses. The orgasm 
can be a small one — small kind of contractions in the 
vagina — but it can also be a toe-curling waves rushing 
over our body and you get a really, really tight kind of 
orgasm. 

“Bad sex tends to either not be felt or be painful, I’ve 
noticed American women saying that a lot. Which, based 
on what my American friends have told me, seem to 
depend on a lack of knowledge to what you like / gets you 
off and / or a lack of foreplay. Foreplay is too important to 
skip. It can take time for the vagina to self-lubricate but 
given that you don’t have a medical condition sex shouldn’t 
hurt. Nothing wrong with adding lube either to make 
penetration smother. Penetration shouldn’t sting normally. 

“The first time having sex might be of varying degrees 
painful. But don’t be fooled about myths about the hymen, 
it doesn’t exist in the sense that there is no thin skin barrier 
blocking of the passage that needs to be broken into. If 
there was, there would be no way for the vaginal discharge 
and period to get out. There is no hymen breaking the first 
time you have sex. The most common thing is to not bleed 
the first time. There might be small folds in the entrance of 
your vagina and these can be tense. However relaxing and 
proper foreplay is important. The first time I had sex there 
was a slight sting, but it was no worse than the feeling of 
getting a paper cut, that faded away after a minute. If your 
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partner is well endowed, however, it can take more time to 
get used to and you might feel it in your body the next day. 

“And well, I find thinking dirty thoughts during the deed 
can be helpful at times. Good luck.” 

7) thetachibabe wrote, “Honestly? Hit or miss. Sometimes 
I’m really into it and it’s great; other times I’m 
daydreaming about going to Disney or some sh[*]t.”2 

3. “What Made You Go from Not Good in Bed to Very 
Good In Bed?”  

MrOaiku (a female) wrote, “Of course all to his own, and 
it’s a two-way street. Different people like different things. 
But let’s define ‘good in bed’ as someone who embraces 
her sexuality, wants to please her partner and wants to be 
pleased herself, and isn’t ashamed.” 

AaahhFakemonsters wrote this: 

“Listening to what they told me they liked. And asking 
them if they didn’t supply that info already. Especially for 
blowjobs — I had my personal idea of what was better. But 
I’m a woman and I’ve never experienced a blowjob, so it 
was more about what I was comfortable with. Then when I 
asked a guy, he told me how he liked it, and I started 
making adjustments and I started noticing him being more 
into it and then I got more into it. So even though I thought 
I wouldn’t like his method of blowjobs, I actually really did 
because I really liked seeing his reactions. 

“For example’s sake — the big example I can think of is 
the ‘sloppy’ blowjob. I always thought it sounded gross — 
why would I want to describe something as ‘sloppy’? And 
also the idea of having a lot of spit on it just kind of 

 
2 Source: angelini-bucatini, “what does sex feel like for a girl?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 21 January 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/wrypaon>. 
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sounded nasty. I was uncomfortable with the idea because I 
assumed if I did it then he would think I was gross. But 
then that’s what he liked, and I saw how much he liked it, 
and I realized, ‘Ok, it’s not at all like what I thought it was, 
and he isn’t looking at me negatively for this.’ 

“Similarly, I think men mistakenly think women like to get 
fingered like you see in porn, and that’s so far from the 
truth (at least for me) that I have to say something because I 
literally can’t handle it. When I describe what I like, it 
doesn’t seem ‘sexy’ to them (because it’s not what they see 
in porn). But then they do it, they see how much I like it, 
and then they become much more enthusiastic and start 
seeing it as ‘sexy.’ So this advice really works both ways 
— just ask your partner what they like, be willing to try it 
(if it’s within reason — I’m not saying do something you’re 
wildly uncomfortable with), and then see how you both 
feel.”3 

4. “What is Your Most Regrettable Hook-Up Story?”  

1) CrazyIrena wrote this: 

“I just moved here and had no friends or anything and was 
kind of lonely. I was dating this nice fella … kinda boring 
but nice. 

“I was pretty horny and gave him the most magnificent BJ 
[blowjob] I could muster and he came right in my kisser. 

“He didn’t give a single moan or show an iota of pleasure. 
It was like I sucked off a mannequin. 

“I was really unhappy with myself and never saw him 
again.” 

 
3 Source: MrOaiku, “What made you go from not good in bed to very 
good in bed?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 October 2018 
<https://tinyurl.com/yd43ae2d>. 
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2) Esq-TomServo wrote this: 

“Not a real hook-up story but close. 

“I met a guy on Tinder, and the first date was AMAZING. 
He was sweet and kind; it was a breakfast date as we both 
worked third shift. He wanted to see me ASAP [As Soon 
As Possible] the next night (we had weekends off) and he 
came over pretty clearly drunk. I figured whatever. I’ll just 
hook up and not talk to him again. 

“He proceeded to get snooty with me for wanting him to 
wear a condom, and he said — I’m not kidding you — 
‘Well, you need condoms only if you’re a slut.’ 

“I have never kicked someone else out faster. 

“Two years go by and I see he’s dating a girl who added 
me on Facebook. It didn’t take longer than a week or two 
when she suddenly deleted all his photos and he vanished 
from her profile.” 

3) KashyyKat wrote, “It’s not even a hook-up story. It 
should have been but nope. I was talking to this guy for a 
while, and he was finally going to come over for a night of 
mad hot sex. Got to my house and after a few minutes went 
to the restroom. I was sitting awkwardly on my bed for 
about 30 minutes till he finally came out. Looked at him: 
‘You good, man?’ He said, ‘Yeah,’ then after a few 
seconds of silence, he said, ‘No. I sipped too much lean 
before I got here and I just got done throwing up.’ He 
proceeded to fall asleep until he had to work the next 
morning. I never heard from him again despite me trying to 
reassure him I wasn’t mad. At least he cleaned up the 
bathroom for the most part I guess….” 

Note by David Bruce: “Lean” is a slang word for a drink 
that contains promethazine and codeine. 
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4) fresh-cucumbers wrote this: 

“It was from a popular dating site. I was after a casual date 
that might turn into real dating. People my age, we could be 
FWB [Friends With Benefits], and then see how things go. 
I did not want hook-ups/one-night stands. It was my 
mistake going on the app in the first place, there was a guy 
in the same circles, we met and the first thing he said, 
‘You’re a babe!’ in total shock. He refused to meet me 
anytime but nearly when the pub/club closed. 

He was attractive, but in a unique way. We did the dirty, 
and I left the next morning. I felt disgusted at myself, it 
wasn’t worth it for sure. Upon reflection I saw so many red 
flags, too many. Not long after, he entered into a 
relationship and then they broke up after a while. […]  

“I regret it because I know better, but I was so desperate to 
date someone I guess that I overlooked all the warning 
signs that this person wasn’t interested in me or in having a 
FWB / casual dating situation. It sucks and made me feel 
cheap.”4 

5. “How’d You Prefer Your Spouse to Directly or 
Indirectly Show They Want Sex If You Are or Even 
Aren’t in the Mood?”  

1) localgyro wrote this: 

“We have to be able to talk about our sex lives — about 
how much sex we want, what kind of sex we want, what to 
do when one person wants sex and the other doesn’t. It 
can’t be indirect signals and signs that the other person is 
supposed to read and interpret. 

 
4 Source: TheAltruisticPeach, “What is your most regrettable hook-up 
story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/tq3evep>. 
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“Sometimes, a ‘ya wanna?’ is just fine. Sometimes a long, 
slow seduction is amazing. Sometimes planning ahead for a 
date night is great. Sometimes being goofy about it is 
fantastic. It’s mostly about being in tune with each other 
and getting to that place of arousal together.” 

2) jewelrider wrote this: 

“It’s different every time, and that’s what I prefer. When 
one of us initiates, it can range from kissing each other, to 
flirting, to asking if I want to have sex, to massaging and 
touching me, to sending a sexy pic. Sometimes it’s playful, 
sometimes romantic, sometimes hot and heavy. 

“If one of us is not in the mood, we just say so! No biggie.” 

3) ThiighHighs wrote, “We’re not married, but my 
boyfriend will just start groping or kissing me or press his 
erection against me. If there’s a specific sex act he wants, 
he’ll say that but outside of that I definitely prefer his 
nonverbal approach.”5 

6. “How Should Men Approach You and Start a 
Conversation Without You Feeling Awkward or 
Embarrassed?” 

1) a-little-sleepy wrote this: 

“Engage and then disengage. ‘Hey, you seem pretty cool! 
My name is xyz and I will be over there having a coffee if 
you feel like chatting or something.’ Then leave. You have 
created an opportunity for them to approach you if they are 
keen. Most women don’t want to feel pressured and fear 
men getting aggressive if they have to reject them so take 
that away. Allow them the chance to be assertive and 

 
5 Source: BurnerYang, “How’d you prefer your spouse to directly or 
indirectly show they want sex? If you are or even aren’t in the mood?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 24 January 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/t5he78u>. 
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confident. And if they don’t come over, that’s your answer. 
If they come over and after a while say no, that’s your 
answer. 

“This advice isn’t gendered by the way. It works for both 
genders. Engage in letting them know you are interested, 
then disengage so they can process it and then respond how 
they want without pressure.” 

texter_minator commented, “Wow, that’s a good one!” 

2) S8nnn666 wrote, “While at my fav bar. This guy literally 
came up and just said, ‘Hey, wassup. You play pool?’ and I 
was like ‘Yeah.’ ‘Wanna play.? And we did (I won) and it 
was super chill and we got to know each other. Wasn’t 
awkward or anything; it was like we already knew each 
other! He wasn’t trying hard to get at me. It was just all 
natural conversation and it was great!” 

swirvee commented, “Yes, this! It shouldn’t be a ‘I want to 
get this girl’ objective, but a ‘I want to converse with this 
human being’ approach.” 

3) stillbecoming joy wrote this: 

“Invite them into your space. Don’t invade theirs. Chat 
them up BRIEFLY then move away with some parting 
words indicating ‘I’ll be over there if you wanna chat.’ 

“Note: Don’t retreat into a group of men. She may want to 
approach but approaching a pack of lions is intimidating.” 

4) BJPenwhistle wrote this: 

“This is from my personal perspective so keep that in mind: 

“Learn to read the room, body language, emotional cues. 
Very important, cannot be overstated. 
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“If we look busy or otherwise engaged, don’t. It’s nothing 
personal but sometimes, we just can’t. This goes back to 
reading the room, body language, and emotional cues. 

“We are individuals. For some reason, many guys tend to 
see us as a hive mind. They think that if a woman has an 
opinion, all women have that opinion and this couldn’t be 
further from the truth. We are individuals. We are 
individuals. We are individuals. Again, this goes back to 
my first piece of advice. Because we are individuals, 
learning to read the room, body language, and emotional 
cues is very important to determining whether you should 
or should not approach us. 

“If you see tense, anxious, closed-off body language, 
probably don’t unless you want to help her. Be prepared to 
be rebuffed. Some women will accept your help, and some 
will not. If you’re rebuffed, accept it graciously and move 
on. Don’t get mad about it and especially don’t try to force 
the issue. Same thing if you try to engage and she dismisses 
you. Don’t take it personally. Move on. Even if she 
dismissed you unkindly. I know that stings but if you try to 
force it, you immediately become the bad guy and it won’t 
matter how unkind or nasty she was. 

“It helps if we already know you. If some strange guy 
comes up to me and starts talking, I get nervous. It’s 
nothing personal. You could be the greatest guy in the 
world but …. 

“Keep in mind, a lot of us have had very bad experiences 
with men. Statistically speaking, we are significantly more 
likely to have been victimized in some way by a man than 
by other women. Moreover, you’re 15% bigger than us on 
average, 50-100lbs heavier, about twice as strong, faster, 
with quicker reflexes, tougher skin, and denser bones. You 
are almost superhuman compared to us. A lot of people on 
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both sides don’t like admitting this, but it’s true. And it can 
be very intimidating for some of us. So … 

“Again, learn to read cues and body language. If you plop 
down next to a woman and she starts glancing around 
nervously for an escape route, you scared her. It might not 
even have anything to do with you at all so much as past 
experiences causing a fight-or-flight reaction so don’t take 
it personally. If her body language is open and relaxed, 
you’re probably fine. 

“Don’t get on a topic and start ranting. Let the woman 
speak. Granted, women can be just as guilty of this, trust 
me, I know. This is a people problem that everyone should 
be made more aware of. If you start rambling and don’t let 
the other person express their views, the other person is 
going to start nodding, smiling, make up an obviously BS 
excuse to f[*]ck off, and probably go out of their way to 
avoid talking with you in the future. Again, this all comes 
down to learning to read body language and emotional 
cues. Look at her face; if it seems like she’s looking for an 
opportunity to say something, pause and let her say it. 

“Look for obvious conversation starters. Is she wearing a 
shirt that has a sports logo? Does she have a keychain with 
an anime character on it? Does she have political pins and 
stickers on her bag? Did you overhear her having a 
conversation with someone else about a topic you’re into 
(be careful with that one though — only talk about it if this 
is a public place and it’s not a private conversation about 
something intimate). Does she have college textbooks? 

“Summary: Learning to read body language and emotional 
cues, and cultivating a sense of situational awareness is 
very important. Women are individuals. Don’t make 
assumptions about our views. Look for a safe, easy in. 
Don’t pester us if we’re busy. If we dismiss you for some 
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reason, take it in stride and move on. Don’t ramble and do 
let her get her points in.”6 

7. “Those of You Who Waited or Struggled to Get a 
Partner Until You were Much Older, How Did You 
Finally Meet Your First Partner?” 

1) brianmenn wrote, “My now wife saw me reading in a bar 
on a Friday night. She came over and put her number in my 
phone and told me to call her. I was 38 and she was 40.” 

esoteric_enigma commented, “Bars now are literally full of 
people who come in, buy a drink, and sit with their face in 
their phone the whole time. No one will notice or care 
you’re reading a book. Actually, you might get positive 
attention for reading instead of being on your phone.” 

Urallterriblepeople9 commented, “The greatest thing I ever 
convinced myself of (although I’m still working on it) is 
that as forgettable as everyone walking on the sidewalk was 
to me, I was equally as forgettable to them. Everyone is too 
focused on themselves; they won’t notice or remember you 
tripped and ate sh[*]t longer than 24 hours.” 

King_Spike commented: 

“When I was in middle school, my mom told me, 
‘Everyone is too busy worrying about what others think of 
them to be thinking about you.’ And those who do spend 
their time judging how you choose to spend your free time 
and enjoy your life are so far outside the scope of people 
you should be worrying about. 

 
6 Source: texter_minator, “How men should approach to you and start a 
conversation without you feeling awkward or embarrassed?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 27 October 2018 <https://tinyurl.com/y7qb58zg>. 
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“If she had never told me that, I think I’d still be as shy and 
timid as I was back then. Enjoy your life, it’s the only one 
you’ve got.” 

Sketch13 commented, “I always think ‘I’ve passed by at 
least 50-100 people just today, can I remember any of 
them?’ and the answer is almost always no. It’s helped me 
get out of my ‘but I’ll look weird or what will people think’ 
phases of my anxiety.”7 

8. “Uber Drivers of Reddit, What is the Most 
Unforgettable Conversation You’ve had to Eavesdrop 
On?” 

samisoy wrote this: 

“Women always talk about dick sizes to their girlfriends. 

“From what I gather, anything below five inches is too 
small and over eight inches is scary. So if you are between 
that five- to eight-inch range, you’re fine. 

“Edit: Gold for telling guys their average penises are just 
fine … lol [laughing out loud].” 

Actuallwitch commented, “I way prefer smaller dicks tbh 
[to be honest]. Big is just uncomfortable and I’m worrying 
about staying wet and not going too deep and it’s not 
enjoyable. My best sex ever was with a guy who was five 
inches.”8 

 
7 Source: FightTheThargReich, “Those of you who waited or struggled 
to get a partner until you were much older, how did you finally meet 
your first partner?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 October 2018 
<https://tinyurl.com/y7uclkp8>. 
 
8 Source: bloatedinsect, “Uber drivers of Reddit, what is the most 
unforgettable conversation you’ve had to eavesdrop on?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 12 January 2019 <https://tinyurl.com/ycgnykdc>. 
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9. “Women Who Have Slept With a Lot of Men, What 
are Your Surprising Insights?” 

1) emilycfc98 wrote this: 

a) For every man who is amazing in bed, you have 
at least five who are terrible. 

b) If the guy hasn’t made you cum, let them know. 
Don’t fake your orgasm, tell them what they can do 
to help you out. 

c) Men who are excited to tell you they are kinky 
usually aren’t. 

2) Sekros asked, “What’s terrible sex? For future 
reference.” 

Eifos commented, “Selfish in bed, doesn’t listen to your 
needs, doesn’t take direction, doesn’t care about whether 
you enjoy it or not, bad technique, no technique …. Any/all 
of this spring to mind.”9 

10. “Parents of Reddit, What was the Worst Thing You 
Got Caught Doing by Your Children?” 

1) whatistrashpanda wrote this: 

“My five-year-old who was supposed to be sleeping 
decided to barge into our room while I was on top of my 
significant other. 

“I was already yelling, ‘no, no, NO!’ while the door was 
opening, so he got only a glimpse while turning around to 
shut the door. 

 
9 Source: ppppssdsssssg, “Women who have slept with a lot of men, 
what are your surprising insights?” Reddit. AskWomen. 13 January 
2018 <https://tinyurl.com/y88acgwb>. 
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“I threw some clothes on and followed him out to tuck him 
back into bed. He asked me what I was doing in top of dad 
… so me being my quick-thinking self, I told my son that I 
was cracking dad’s back. LOL [Laughing Out Loud] … 

“Son says, ‘Oh, like Dr Kevin?’ (He is my chiropractor.) 

“I said, ‘Exactly like that.’” 

2) B_Addie wrote, “When my son was about seven or 
eight, the wife and I were getting it on in the early hours of 
the morning. My wife said she locked our bedroom door 
and to this day she would swear that she did. We were 
being very quiet, but he walked into our room so quietly we 
didn’t hear him. All of a sudden I hear my wife say, ‘Jake?’ 
I turned my head and there he was just standing next to the 
bed with a very confused look on his face.” 

3) Knightwalker44 wrote this: 

“Not a parent, but a forever-scarred child. I think I was like 
10 when this happened. 

“I had recently discovered the wonderful world of picking 
locks with bobby pins and walked around the house 
checking for locked doors I could pick. I found a door that 
was locked; it was my parents’ bedroom door. I proceeded 
to pick it and saw my dad’s nekkid [*]ss sticking up in the 
air and that’s about it before my mom like … yelped when 
she realized the door was open now. I quickly shut the door 
and ran to my room two floors down. 

“I stopped picking bedroom door locks after that.” 

4) eveisannoying wrote, “Not my personal story, but I have 
a friend who when she was about 10 or so walked in on her 
parents going at it. Rightly horrified, she ran downstairs to 
the basement and promptly walked in on her older sister 
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and some guy going at it, too. She says that she didn’t talk 
to any of them for a week. Poor kid.” 

5) MeaningfulPlatitudes wrote this: 

“My wife and I during one of our rare copulations were 
doing it on the couch. I had like a 30-second orgasm that 
was loud and proud. The stairs to our house have a landing 
where you look around the wall and see the whole living 
room. 

“After my unusually and exceedingly long orgasm, I hear 
my six-year-old’s voice emanating from the stairs asking, 
‘Daddy, why are you lying on mommy, going ‘oh, oh, oh?’ 

“‘Uhhhhhhhhhh … I unmmmmmm stubbed my toe and it 
hurt so much I fell over on momma … go to bed.’ and he 
did. 

“I’m pretty sure he’ll put it together when he’s old 
enough.” 

6) ScrotesMagotes88 wrote, “Not me but a friend of mine. 
He self-medicated with alcohol and drank around his kids 
almost constantly. One occasion he was angry about 
something one of the kids did, his youngest daughter went 
to the fridge and handed him a beer and told him he needed 
to calm down — he hasn’t had a drop since.” 

7) Orlando_the_Cat wrote, “Eating chocolate without 
sharing.” 

Wishyouamerry commented: 

“So one day I was cleaning up, and I come across an open 
packet of M&Ms. I eat a few, naturally, and the put the rest 
of the packet in the kitchen where they belong. Next thing I 
know, my daughter is glaring daggers at me, asking if I ate 
her M&Ms. of course I told the truth and said, “Uhhh …. I 
don’t know.” 
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“She haughtily informed me that earlier in the day there 
had been 29 M&Ms in the pack and now there were only 
17, and she could never trust me again! 

“I was like, ‘You seriously count your M&M’s! Lord, have 
mercy!” 

8) stoicminotaur wrote this: 

“Not actually bad, but my wife had wanted to rearrange our 
bedroom closet for a long time but just couldn’t find the 
time with our, at the time, two-year-old son constantly 
underfoot. 

“She was out of the house one afternoon so I decided to 
surprise her by taking out all the clothes and putting them 
back the way she wanted. My son was watching and saw 
me drape her many skirts and dresses over my arms and 
shoulders so I could move them out efficiently. 

“My wife came home and when she asked him what we’d 
been up to he casually said, ‘Papa was wearing your 
clothes’. 

“My wife shot me a weird glance and I gave her that ‘I’ll 
explain later’ hand gesture that’s part of the nonverbal 
communication every couple develops after many years 
together. I’m over a foot taller than her and close to 2.5 
times her weight so I’m sure the mental image that flashed 
in her head was very confusing. 

“Edit: And by ‘confusing,’ I mean ‘traumatizing.’” 

9) slamlettheboybeboys wrote, “I never curse in front of my 
son, but there was one time I dropped a plate on my foot 
and yelled ‘f[**]k’ at the top of my lungs. Now naturally, 
being my son, it took only that one time hearing it for him 
to spend the next few weeks running around excitedly 
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shouting ‘f[**]k’ in his angelic little 18-month-old 
voice.”10 

11. “What’s the Story Behind Your First Kiss?” 

1) Gin_n_t0nic wrote, “I was 20 years old and had met this 
guy at work. We started hanging out all the time and there 
were multiple times where I had come so close to kissing 
him, but pulled back at the last second. There was one night 
I was at his apartment fairly late at night. I was getting 
ready to leave and went to give him a hug. When I pulled 
away slightly, he had his eyes half closed and was looking 
down at me sort of expectantly with an adorable little 
smirk. I’m not even sure what made me do it but the next 
thing I knew my lips were pressed up against his and it was 
… flat out amazing. I ended up pressed up against the wall 
with his hands in my hair and then I came to my senses, 
wiggled away, and bolted out the door because I couldn’t 
believe I’d had the guts to do that. As I was running out the 
door, he stuck his head out and said, ‘You’re gonna kiss me 
like that and then just leave!’ and I chuckled as I made my 
exit from the building.” 

2) white_chihuahua wrote, “I was on a Contiki tour in 
Scotland. We went to a Ceilidh dance that turned into 
normal club dancing. I got pretty wasted and was dancing 
with some Scottish guy, and then when I told him I had to 
leave, he asked me for a kiss. I kissed him on the cheek so 
he full on French kissed me after. I think he wanted to 
come back to my hotel and hook up but luckily my Contiki 
friends came and got me because I was definitely not ready 
for that. I was a bit upset about it the next day but I guess 
it’s a bit of a cool place to have a first kiss.” 

 
10 Source: etto13, “Parents of reddit, what was the worst thing, you got 
caught doing by your children?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/scmdec9>. 
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3) delightcheer wrote, “Summer camp. He had been my 
‘boyfriend’ for two or three days, and I’d kissed him on the 
cheek. We were in the swimming pool, floating on pool 
noodles and hanging near the ladder in the deep end. I was 
saying goodbye so I could go back to my cabin, I gave him 
a kiss on the cheek. He said, ‘Why can’t we kiss on the 
lips?’ So I said, ‘Okay,’ and we kissed on the lips.” 

4) soggycatcus25, a woman, wrote this: 

“We were both around 13/14, I can’t remember exactly 
how old. She just came back from being on suicide watch 
for two months in a hospital three hours from home. 

“Before she got a ride home from my house one night, I 
was reminding her I’d be there for her whenever she 
wanted or needed, I specifically remember saying ‘even if 
it’s 3 am, you can wake me up!’ 

“By that point, I was skipping lunch every day to give her 
company at the guidance counselor, so I didn’t think it was 
that grand of a gesture. She thought we were having some 
kind of moment, though, and kissed me with no warning at 
all. Based on the enthusiasm and confidence, I don’t think 
it was her first kiss. 

“I was deeply in the closet and felt threatened by anything 
that could out me, so I think I rejected her a little more 
harshly than what was necessary…. I threw my phone at 
her and ran to brush my teeth. I’ve apologized for my over 
the top reaction so many times over the years it’s become a 
joke between us. Lol.” 

5) DisloyalMouse, a woman, wrote, “At 17. There was a 
rumour going around my school that my best friend and I 
were going out. No one knew I was bisexual, but I liked the 
idea that people believed I was dating another girl. Anyway 
one time we’re at a party, she’s sitting next to me after a 
few drinks, and she says, ‘You know everyone already 
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thinks we’re dating, and so we might as well make out,’ 
and then we kissed. I didn’t really have time to prepare 
myself, lol.” 

6) quesogold69, “At 13 we’re just grouped together as a 
couple because we hinted we liked one another by other 
people. So he became my first boyfriend, ha ha. One day 
we went to a nearby park. Our younger siblings persisted to 
want to follow us. We obliged. Finally we made it to the 
park and sat on the end of this tunnel thing. He slid down 
from the top and kissed me. I felt like I had accomplished 
everything in life. It was great.” 

7) sufficientlyobscure wrote, “First boyfriend, age 13. We 
were waiting for separate buses at school. When he showed 
up, I decided to GO FOR IT and went in for a kiss he 
absolutely was not expecting. Awkward face bump ensued, 
and I died of embarrassment. He texted me later, ‘We 
should probably try that again sometime.’” 

8) Not_a_cat_I_promise wrote, “I was with my best friend 
in the summer between Year 6 and Year 7. We decided to 
call each other boyfriend and girlfriend, and boyfriends and 
girlfriends kissed, and so we kissed. It was awkward and 
his mouth tasted like Coke, but it is still a special memory 
for me.” 

9) That_Girl_Cray wrote, “For my first real French kiss, I 
was old: 19. I was hanging out with cousin and friends and 
the cousin of a guy my friend was seeing liked me. I didn’t 
really like him like that, but he seemed nice enough and we 
were getting along and drinking. So at the end of the night 
when they dropped us off at my cousin’s house, he came 
over to say goodbye. He gave me a hug and we kissed. It 
was nice: short and sweet. I have no complaints.” 

10) Batsarebest wrote this: 
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“It was with my ex-husband. We were 15 and 16. I asked 
him what I would get in return for drawing him a picture 
and he said a hug and a kiss. Well, he got his picture. And I 
waited for my hug and my kiss. He had three good 
opportunities, but finally he got brave enough to do it 
standing in his doorway. 

“The boy went wild with his tongue. It was not the best, but 
hell, I didn’t care. I think I went to bed smiling and woke 
up smiling the next day.”11 

12. “Women of Reddit, What is Something You Think 
Most Guys Would be Ashamed of But You Find to be a 
Turn On or Attractive Quality?” 

1) samloveszombies wrote, “Nerding out about something. 
There’s nothing more attractive than being passionate about 
a hobby or ideal. An opportunity to learn something new is 
hot. (Obviously a common thread needs to be shared.)” 

2) PrettyLittleBird wrote, “I find guys with bags under their 
eyes weirdly super attractive.” 

3) Patsmack30 wrote, “Sex noises / moans / maybe even 
some dirty talk. Just because you can be quiet doesn’t mean 
you should. It’s a turn on, definitely.” 

Kalrala93 commented, “Honestly, there is nothing hotter 
than a guy who moans when I’m doing something right or 
who swears under their breath when I do something really 
right. I wanna know that this guy is enjoying this as much 
as I am.” 

LumpySpaceDingus commented, “Yes, please moan. I had 
sex with a guy who was completely silent, once. If that’s 

 
11 Source: white_chihuahua, “What’s the story behind your first kiss?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 24 January 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/sbj2dy4>. 
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what feels good for you, that’s fine, but moans are a huge 
turn on.” 

HistrionicSlut commented, “Oh, agreed! The first time I 
had sex with my boyfriend he came and yelled like he was 
a barbarian going into battle and it was superhot. It made 
me want to go for round 2 immediately.” 

Fingernailssmell commented, “I’ve always felt this way. 
You don’t have to be screaming or moaning like a female 
porn star but any noise letting me know that you’re 
enjoying it is way better than being silent through the 
whole thing.” 

Cosplaybaby29 commented, “God, yes, the moaning! My 
ex never made a single noise. I don’t judge him for it, but I 
wish he would’ve at least grunted or something! Feel free 
to make noise! Trust me, many girls want that.” 

4) iaspiretobeclever wrote, “Not making a lot of money but 
showing an incredible work ethic. My husband made 
$9/hour when I met him but he does everything with such 
diligence and precision that I knew he and I were a match. I 
luckily got a degree that earns well so I am the primary 
breadwinner and he is now a stay-at-home dad. His 
attention to details keeps our house running and I am able 
to see his strengths outside of his earning potential. That’s 
the great thing about our more progressive society: We can 
ignore tradition and do what makes us happy.” 

MrBlueCharon commented, “I love it that your husband 
has no problems with you having the main income. There 
are so many insecure men outside who won’t date certain 
women or have problems in their relationship, because they 
earn less money.”12 

 
12 Source: theragco, “Women of reddit, what is something you think 
most guys would be ashamed of but you find to be a turn on or 
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13. “Let’s Share Some Romantic Stories About the First 
Time ‘I Love You’ was Said to Your SO [Significant 
Other]?” 

1) 3grdd wrote this: 

“I dunno if this is cute, but it was definitely memorable. 

“I was in junior year, and my boyfriend and I were talking 
on the phone. I remember asking him if he wanted to say 
something because he seemed so restless. He said that he 
loved me for the first time, and right after that MY PHONE 
JUST DIED. I had to run to the nearest outlet and wait ten 
minutes for my phone to charge. I called him up again, and 
said, ‘I love you, too.’ We’ve been together for four years 
now.” 

2) yolibrarian wrote this: 

“This is not romantic. 

My SO and I were in the car on our way to the grocery 
store. We’d been dating for five weeks and he said 
something really funny, and I laughed really hard and said, 
‘Oh, I love you!’ And then I realized what I’d said and 
went ‘F[**]k! No I don’t! I mean, I do, but I didn’t mean 
it!’ And he just looked at me and said, ‘It’s okay. I love 
you, too.’” 

“Three and a half years later and we haven’t destroyed it 
yet. Go, us!” 

3) tilallyrfrnds wrote this: 

“We were actually arguing about something. He said, ‘I 
love you to death, but …’ [something to do with the 
argument (I don’t even remember what it was about)]. 

 
attractive quality?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 October 2018 
<https://tinyurl.com/y92tw2qn>. 
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“I stopped and said, ‘You love me?’ 

“Him: ‘Yes. Obviously. Why else would I put up with your 
sh[*]t?’ 

“Me: ‘I love you, too! But, no, I put up with YOUR sh[*]t.’ 

“And so on for eternity … 

“Even now if we do argue, if one of us just stops and says, 
‘Hey, I love you,’ it can really change both of our moods.” 

4) Rise_ToThe_Occasion wrote, “My SO [Significant 
Other] and I were having a rough patch, I felt a bit 
neglected, and a miscommunication didn’t help things. I 
remember he called me to talk, and my stomach just 
dropped. I thought for sure he was breaking up with me. He 
asked me, ‘Are you sitting down?’ I said I was and my 
voice shook. I was trying to prepare for ‘I’m breaking up 
with you,’ when he took a breath and said, ‘I love you.’ I 
immediately burst into tears. He’s a great person.” 

5) FinalBossXD wrote, “The plans that we made for the 
day got canceled because she got called in to work, so we 
just spent the remaining time we had lying on my bed 
talking about everything and anything. This is something 
we do regularly, but something about that day made me 
realize I have never been as comfortable with a human as I 
am with her. That’s also when I learned that I didn’t need 
to spend money to have some of the happiest moments of 
my life. So I texted her, ‘So this is what love is really 
supposed to feel like.’ after she left. I got a text back 
saying, ‘Did you just tell me you love me?’ I responded 
with ‘Without a doubt in my mind.’ Fifteen minutes later, 
after turning around, she was back at my doorstep and the 
rest is history / future. (No, she didn’t get in trouble at 
work.) It still amazes me every day how lucky I am to be 
with her.” 
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6) Excel958, a male, wrote, “It was a short-lived but 
intense summer fling. I knew she wouldn’t say those words 
back to me, which made it all the more terrifying. But I 
knew I had to say it because I believe in speaking out my 
lived truth.” 

7) lilpammycakes wrote this: 

“It was New Year’s Eve, and I had just come back from 
Christmas vacation with my best friend. Those plans were 
made before my boyfriend and I started dating, so he didn’t 
come along and stayed in California, waiting for me. 

“During my trip with my best friend, I told her I thought it 
was time for me to tell him I love him for the first time. 

“On New Year’s Eve, we were lying in his bed, cuddling, 
not paying attention to the movie playing in the 
background. I was thinking, At midnight, I’m going to say 
it! Then it’s 11:59 p.m. and he said, ‘I love you, Pammy,’ 
and giddy, I said, ‘I love you, too.’”13 

14. “What Do You Do in a Relationship? For Someone 
Who has Never been in a Serious Relationship, What 
Do You Do with Your Partner?” 

1) CalibanDrive wrote, “Take forever to decide what to 
have for dinner. Over and over again. I love it.” 

newadventures2017 commented, “This is the perfect 
answer.” 

2) pootHQ wrote, “Enjoy each other’s company; that’s all it 
really boils down to.” 

 
13 Source: Lencovic, “Let’s share some romantic stories about the first 
time ‘I love you’ was said to your SO [Significant Other]?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 2018 <https://tinyurl.com/wyadq3p>. 
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ImaginaryDocument5 commented, “Mmm. My #1 
relationship advice. You can have fun going out on a date 
with anyone. What matters for a relationship is can you 
enjoy just existing with them?” 

3) Tacotime_La wrote, “I plan my future with him and he 
plans his future with me. We make goals and take steps to 
reach them together. We support each other and do our best 
to make the other person’s day easier. We communicate 
constantly. We fight, play, and spend most of our free time 
together. Whether that’s actually doing an activity together, 
spending time with shared friends, or just doing our own 
thing, but next to each other. I challenge him, offer support, 
acceptance, validation, and security. And he does the same 
for me. Sometimes we get busy or weighed down, but we 
find ways to make time for each other and stay connected.” 

4) Counterofbeans27 wrote, “Gain weight.” 

5) NormalFemale wrote, “Lots of kissing, touching, 
holding hands, lightly brushing my fingertips over his arms 
and just a lot of PDA [Public Displays of Affection], not 
the overly obvious type (maybe sometimes when I’m 
drinking too much) but mostly it’s just the sweet touches 
throughout the day that really say, you’re mine and I’m 
yours.” 

GhostCloudN7 wrote, “Make a lotta sarcastic remarks 
while also being lovey-dovey. Endless pillow fights, too.” 

6) drunkenknitter wrote, “Live, work, travel, watch TV, 
read, sleep. Same thing I’d do alone but with my husband. 
Leveled up and added a kid to the mix and that increased 
the difficulty for a few years. But now she’s a tween and 
prefers to spend time with friends or alone drawing and 
listening to music so we’re back to our boring selves.” 

7) nolde_ wrote, “Laugh and enjoy life together.” 
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8) destria wrote this: 

“For me the biggest difference is how we can be 
completely open with each other. Everyone else in my life 
gets only a version of me. 

“On a practical level, we hang out all the time doing 
whatever and it’s so much fun, no matter the activity. We 
can be queuing at the post office and it’s somehow that bit 
better together.”14 

15. “Ladies of Reddit, What is the Sexiest Thing an 
Overweight Gamer has Done that Made You 
Immediately Want to have Sex with Him / Be His 
Girlfriend?” 

1) CharlieTheCactus wrote this: 

“I remember dating a guy in high school who was 
overweight and had also lost some weight so had some 
hanging skin and fat around his midsection. He was smart, 
cute, and genuine, and he had floppy hair. I had a crush on 
him instantly. A year later we finally ended up getting 
together after I asked him to my prom. He had hugged me 
and kissed the back of my head once but never said 
anything or followed up on that because he was too shy. 
We dated for almost a year after prom. 

“He complained about his weight often, but I never thought 
about it in a negative way. I saw his struggle with it as 
human and relatable. I was not overweight but many girls 
think about the extra five pounds they could stand to lose, 
especially in high school. 

 
14 Source: mks_993, “What do you do in a relationship? For someone 
who has never been in a serious relationship, what do you do with your 
partner?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yx2maqyg>. 
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“One night, we were having sex and he was frustrated 
about his skin and fat section flopping since he was on top. 
It honestly wasn’t something I had considered at the time, I 
was having sex with him, obviously I wanted to do it and 
nothing about him repulsed me. It made me sad that he was 
focused on something so negative when here was a girl in 
front of him enjoying herself and wanting more from him. 

“I’ll add that for many girls, the pressure to be pretty and 
thin is overwhelming, especially in high school. Being with 
someone perfect, hot, skinny, with a six pack, etc., puts 
even more pressure on you to live up to that ideal. Dating 
someone with flaws lets you be human, too. If he’s 
overweight, suddenly I’m not obsessing about the extra five 
lbs. If he can love me and be attracted to me, it must mean 
I’m pretty enough. I so desperately wish he would have felt 
the same way about himself. 

“Stop thinking you are ‘less than’ because you are 
overweight. Your flaws may be what make someone 
comfortable enough to get to know you better and fall in 
love with you. Be kind, be genuine, and be yourself. Girls 
fall in love with personalities, not manikins.” 

Playazzz commented, “You are a beautiful human being.” 

2) vixie09 wrote, “He made me laugh, he didn’t push 
things, and he actually took care of himself (he didn’t 
stink). I became his wife pretty quickly.” 

honestgoing commented: 

“See, the problem with answers like ‘He was funny’, ‘He 
was honest’, ‘He was sweet’ is that these responses set a 
low bar, but in a semi-realistically way. 

“You are being told a partial truth that you want to hear, 
because it’s easier to think ‘I’m nice, maybe I have a 
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chance’ instead of acknowledging that there are things that 
you can fix, but you choose not to do those things. 

“Yes, women like funny, nice, honest people, but we all 
know the bar is higher than that. 

“If you want a more realistic chance, don’t buy into the 
fantasy that all you have to do is ‘be nice’ to attract 
someone. 

“This is how the stereotypical ‘nice guy’ is created. You 
latch onto a story where the standard was being a nice 
human being. And hey, you are probably a nice person 
overall, so you don’t worry about it — maybe that’s 
enough. And then 10 years down the road, when you’re 
fatter and older and have wasted your potential, you are 
upset that being nice wasn’t enough. 

“Don’t let that be you. 

“Get off your [*]ss and improve the things in your life that 
you know need improving. I’m not saying that’s going to 
work, but it’s going to give you a hell of a lot more of a 
chance at finding someone to share love with.” 

3) bruhnie wrote, “Provided he has great hygiene and is 
respectful towards every human being, not in a ‘nice guy’ 
kinda way, a great sense of humor is the best and sexiest 
quality to have.” 

html_programmer commented, “Be a good guy, not a nice 
guy.” 

queen_oops commented, “I always say to literally everyone 
around me, ‘If he can make me laugh, he can make me 
orgasm!’” 

babegeousbabe commented, “I dated an overweight gamer, 
and these were his best two qualities. He was super nice 
and funny. Also, he had really cool friends who talked 
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highly of him. Also, he kept inviting me out to really fun / 
cool dates that even if I didn’t super enjoy his company I 
wanted to go on the date. E.g. pumpkin patch then carving 
afterward, Christmas light festival.” 

4) sligo_saul wrote, “It’s not often an r/askreddit post 
makes me genuinely laugh.” 

ThatOtherGuy—CA commented, “This entire thread is 
shockingly wholesome and I am really f[**]king confused. 
I was gonna say, ‘You might want to add a serious tag,’ but 
I actually like what the hell is going on here — is it a 
planetary alignment or some sh[*]t?” 

5) goldstiletto wrote this: 

“About to become a wife of gamer after four years of 
dating. I myself, have played a total of 10 hours of video 
games in my life. I am terrible at it and it doesn’t interest 
me. However, my fiancé loves it, and spend lots of time in 
evenings and on weekends trying new games and playing 
with friends. 

“The truth is, it isn’t about the games and I am sorry if a 
woman has made you feel that way. Finding someone who 
supports your hobbies (in a healthy manner) is important. I 
like watching documentaries, swimming laps and following 
fashion brands and going to weird art shows and my soon-
to-be husband supports all of that. I will ask about new 
games, the people he watches on Twitch, and if he is 
winning, etc., because I love him and I like seeing him 
happy. 

“Please, take care of yourself, dress like you care about 
what you’re wearing (doesn’t have to be expensive) and 
make sure it is clean. A sharply dressed man can make a 
women go weak in the knees regardless of his stature. 
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“Edit: WOW, you GUYS … I am so blown away by all the 
nice, thoughtful comments here. I have a rare case of the 
internet warm fuzzies. A few things: 

“Yes, it was a ZZ Top reference [they have a song titled 
“Sharp Dressed Man”], but I think it holds up. Suits are 
basically male lingerie. 

“As a female in tech, I am not knocking comfort, I get it, 
you like your tracksuits and large sweaters, BUT buying 
clothes that fit you (I recommend thrift store shopping as 
well) make a world of difference. Also, clean and press 
them or steam them or really anything that doesn’t make 
you a wrinkled mess. You can wear bargain basement 
shirts, but only if they are pressed and wrinkle free. 
Seriously, it looks really, really nice. I took this question at 
face value, and answered at the end that I like a sharply 
dressed man. I mean you wanted to me to do stuff to ya, 
right? A fresh haircut and crisp button-up shirt is about all 
it takes. […] 

“I urge you all, to spend time with your SOs doing things 
that aren’t either of your hobbies. And go outside — I hear 
trees are pretty cool. (My fiancé and I both need to be 
better about that.)”15 

16. “To What Extent Do Most Straight Girls Believe 
The Stereotype that Most Straight Guys are Just 
Emotionless Sexual Opportunists Who Care Only 
About Wetting Their Dick? And How Do They Feel 
About It?” 

1) the_legit_writer wrote this: 

 
15 Source: Danaug, “Ladies of Reddit - what is the most sexiest thing an 
overweight gamer has done that made you immediately want to have 
sex with him/be his girlfriend?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/vzev745>. 
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“Most straight girls don’t believe this at all. 

“The problem is it’s really, really hard to sort out that 
minority who care only about wetting their dick. Some of 
those guys do come out waving a big red flag from the get-
go, but others keep that red flag hidden for at least a little 
while — long enough for us to be disappointed when they 
come whipping it out along with their dick. 

“So what you see is just … a lot of frustration.” 

Luckboy28 commented: 

“Guy here. 

“Talking with one of my female friends a while back, and 
she asked me: ‘What’s the worst thing that you think could 
ever happen on a date?’ 

“And I was like ‘I don’t know. She could have lied about 
everything, and she shows up with five kids in tow or 
something.’ 

“My friend was like ‘Great. Want to know mine?’ 

“‘Sure.’ 

“‘My date drugs me, rapes me, and/or murders me.’ 

“That always just stuck with me. I think men tend to be 
more extreme in many ways, both good and bad.” 

2) NiDonnaNaiz wrote this: 

“Most women don’t believe this. I certainly don’t. Of 
course some men care only about getting their dick wet, 
just as some women care only about getting dicked. 

“Men are people. Men have emotions, thoughts, etc., just 
like women.” 
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3) surelynotcool wrote, “Well, that as a whole is quite 
f[*]cked up, but there are definitely some guys who only 
interact with me in the hopes of getting laid. That doesn’t 
necessarily make them bad people or emotionless sexual 
opportunists. Just something that happens and to use a little 
caution sometimes.” 

Ladyatlantica commented: 

“Agreed: I don’t feel that guys meet the op [original poster] 
stereotype at all. Sure some guys are talking to you only in 
the hope you might want to sleep with them and that’s okay 
— not everyone has to be my new bff [best friend forever]. 
I mind only that they are relatively transparent about their 
intent and take a ‘no’ well. 

“I work in finance tech so socialise with a lot of guys and 
even the most man about town / enjoying the single life / 
#tinderwin ones I know have a clear emotional life going 
on. Do they share that with everyone they sleep with? Well, 
no. But that doesn’t make them an uncaring robot.” 

4) wolverine-claws wrote, “To be honest I know that this 
isn’t the case entirely, but I was yet to see it until my 
current boyfriend, and that’s a shame. It wasn’t until I was 
very nearly 30 for me to find a guy that didn’t just want me 
for sex. That’s sad, to be honest. I knew decent blokes were 
out there but I hadn’t experienced it yet, that’s all.” 

5) wowloneal wrote this: 

“It depends on the guy. I used to get guys who would treat 
me like a piece of meat. A literal piece of meat. It was all 
about how I looked, what I wore, whether or not I would 
blow them …. My ex literally told me I was fat, then got 
upset when I lost 10 kgs because ‘your [*]ss  isn’t big 
anymore.’ Another guy basically kicked me out of his 
house after we had sex (for 30 seconds) and then ghosted 
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me the whole rest of the month until he felt horny enough 
to see me again. 

“It was all about them and how they felt; my feelings and 
thoughts were never taken into consideration. Hell, it took 
meeting my current boyfriend to even experience a non-
self-induced orgasm! 

“I used to think that all guys were trash and that I would 
never find anyone who would love me for me. My current 
boyfriend flipped that idea on its head. He doesn’t text me 
at 3am asking for nudes, he doesn’t kick me out after sex, 
and I can honestly say that giving him head is not a chore 
like it was before. I love him with all my heart and he’s 
definitely made me think that guys as a whole are not trash. 
It’s just the 10% of them who ruin it for the rest, which is a 
real shame.” 

6) spicegrl17 wrote, “These types of people are not only 
men. Women like this exist, too. (Hello!).” 

pm_me_work_nipple commented, “Sometimes when you 
aren’t ready to settle down yet, but still want to have sex, it 
is nice to find someone who isn’t going to get attached after 
the first hookup.” 

7) DrDischord wrote, “The difficulty is females are told 
that they have to view every man like this, because if you 
trust a man and get assaulted, it’s your fault. I don’t think 
everyone feels this way, but it’s certainly the message I got 
growing up. I’m definitely more cautious around unfamiliar 
men than I am unfamiliar women.”16 

 
16 Source: guacmaster98, “[serious] To what extent do most straight 
girls believe the stereotype that most straight guys are just emotionless 
sexual opportunists who only care about wetting their dick? And how 
do they feel about it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
<https://tinyurl.com/vy8ku4g>. 
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17. “Men of Reddit, When was the Last Time You’ve 
Cried and Why?” 

1) Skinnersmonkey wrote, “I was tucking in my seven-
year-old daughter a couple of months ago, and she told me 
that she was worried about me dying before her. (I’m only 
42 and healthy.) So I had a conversation about how old I 
am likely to live and that she will be an adult when I die. 
Then she said. ‘But when you do die, will you help me, 
because I need you so much,’ and I lost it. 

rand0mher0742 wrote, “I was five or six when I had my 
first existential crisis: I was talking a shower and realized 
everyone I loved would die at some point. I’m just grateful 
I’ve been able to spend as much time as I have with my 
parents and grandparents and stuff.” 

2) TheBardFindlen wrote this: 

“A month ago. 

“I was yelling at my kids because they were misbehaving 
and I put them to bed early. 

“I broke down afterwards and cried on the stairs. Knew I 
didn’t have to yell as much and said some unnecessary 
things. 

“My wife talked with me on the stairs and it turned into a 
turning point in my life and I’m doing much better with the 
discipline.” 

iycm commented, “It’s never too late to apologize and 
explain to your children why you were yelling.” 

ElectronSea commented, “This is so right. One of my most 
vivid childhood memories is of my dad apologizing to me 
for having yelled at me unfairly the day before. He 
explained he was feeling sick and reacted badly. It will 
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show your children you respect them, and they will respect 
you more back.” 

JudgeZedd0512 commented, “I remember having this 
conversation with my dad; it really changed the way I 
viewed him as a person. Then I had the conversation again. 
Then it happened a third time. Again. And again. He did it 
to my brother. My mom. Apologizing doesn’t fix anything 
if it doesn’t come with a side helping of changed behavior. 
The only thing my father’s apologies taught me is not to 
accept apologies until the person has demonstrated they 
actually understand what they did was wrong and works on 
not letting it happen again.” 

ImNotTheNSAIPromise commented, “At least he managed 
to accidentally teach you a pretty good lesson.” 

3) ExpertAdviceForYou wrote, “My daughter was born the 
start of last year. I think I must have cried for a solid hour.” 

DriveByStoning commented: 

“Get ready, man. I teared up last year when my son was 
born. Not a full-on cry, but unexpected emotions. Last 
night I was feeding my now 10-month-old, and he was in 
turn feeding my old Doberman, and it just hit me like a 
wave. Everything was perfect in that moment. My wife 
started crying because she had never seen me cry. 

“Then my kid started laughing hysterically and my dog 
barked so loud that he forced a fart out. A perfect moment.” 

orangelimes commented, “Pure unbridled joy. I’m so happy 
for you all.” 

4) agfgkrlxfdcg8 wrote, “While I held my four-year-old 
daughter in my arms and realized there was nothing that I 
could do to save her from dying from mitochondrial 
disease. I don’t think I had ever cried so hard before or 
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since. Seven years later it still haunts me — but time does 
make it less painful.” 

PM_me_your_11 commented, “That helplessness. The 
anger cry combined with the grief cry combined with the 
hopeless cry and the loss-of-the-future-you-wanted cry. I 
know that cry, too. It’s a deep well in the heart. I’m so 
sorry about your daughter.” 

JustHell0 commented: 

“Jesus Christ, that cry …. When you’re kinda blind angry 
at the pointless and aimless nature of loss and illness. 
Seeing first-hand how truly unfair life actually is and being 
completely powerless to stop it. 

“You feel it in your chest, a hot, molten, tight, black hole 
that just pulls everything out of you. 

“You don’t even stop crying exactly, you just get too tired 
to keep going but you still feel that burning, deep inside. 

“I f[*]cking hate that cry.” 

5) myersjustinc commented, “I’m so sorry you had to go 
through that. I just had to say goodbye to my 10-month-old 
son about a week and a half ago (cancer), and it’s 
something I wouldn’t wish on anyone. Encouraged to hear 
the pain gets less intense, but damn, I miss that kid. […] 
Peace to you and your family.”17 

18. “What is the Funniest Thing You’ve Ever Heard a 
Person Say in Their Sleep?” 

Gigantic–Idiot wrote this: 

 
17 Source: CanWhip, “Men of reddit when was the last time you’ve 
cried and why?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/wvg4jgo>. 
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“Before we got married, in the middle of the night, I sat 
bolt upright, practically screamed, ‘BROTHER, HELP 
ME! I’M GETTING MARRIED!’ then slammed back 
down onto the bed, dead asleep. My now-wife absolutely 
lost it laughing. 

“The funniest part of it all is I didn’t even know it 
happened until she told me about it in the morning.”18 

19. “Women Who Have had a Friend with Benefits or 
Someone They were Casually Hooking Up with, What 
was the Action They Did that Made You Realize They 
Caught Feelings?” 

1) rivlet wrote this: 

“We were texting each other and the conversation went like 
this: 

“Him: ❤ [Heart Emoticon] 

“Me: Ah, you look like you dropped something. You might 
want to keep a tight grip on it. Don’t want to be losing your 
heart or anything. 

“Him: Nah, it’s okay. I think you’ll keep it safe for me. 

“A month or two later, he asked if it’d be okay if, instead of 
having sex, we cuddled and fell asleep together. I said yes 
and we held each other all night, woke up the next morning 
and got breakfast, then spent the day together. 

“Spoiler: We have now been together five years and 
married for six months. Safe to say, we both caught 
feelings.” 

 
18 Source: function158, “What is the funniest thing you’ve ever heard a 
person say in their sleep?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/rcak4kh>. 
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2) the-ethical-sIut wrote, “The first time I slept over at his 
place was when I had been having really bad insomnia, and 
I told him so. Around 4am he saw I couldn’t sleep and got 
up to make me tea and ended up rocking me to sleep. It 
made me feel so warm and loved and I realized he must 
have really liked me to do all that. :-)” 

3) burnthemidlightlamp wrote, “We were cuddling and he 
got a boner. I made a joke about it, and he apologized, then 
said, ‘I don’t want you to think I’m just a horndog.’” 

4) ohhellothere14 wrote, “You would have to wait for them 
to tell you, or ask the guy. He could be doing a ton of sweet 
sh[*]t to you but that doesn’t mean anything to him. Men 
could be robots in my experience.” 

Pphotogenicusername commented, “I saw a tweet the other 
day that said that men be like ‘I’m sorry if me dating you 
made you think that I want to date you.’” 

5) smart_and_dumb, a female, wrote friends with benefits 
catching feelings, “They wanted to spend more time doing 
activities out in the open before getting down to business. 
Like actual dates. I pulled the plug before it got messy.”19 

20. “Women Who Have Been Only with Their Long-
Term Significant Other But Their Significant Other has 
had Other Relationships (Sexual or Otherwise), How 
has That Affected You?”  

1) amazingstillitseems, a woman, wrote this: 

“I’m on this boat because I’ve only been long-term with my 
significant other, but I’ve had flings and hookups, while 
he’s had long-term relationships. 

 
19 Source: sweetpotato_latte, “Women who have had a FWB or 
someone they were casually hooking up with, what was the action they 
did that made you realize they caught feelings?” Reddit. AskWomen. 
29 January 2020 https://tinyurl.com/tmkgrb . 
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“I don’t think it has affected me that much. I’ve seen good 
and bad examples of relationships from the outside, I’ve 
done a lot of reading on what makes relationships work, 
and I am mature enough to understand that everybody has a 
history.” 

2) JoyfulStingray, a woman, wrote this: 

“He had a long-term relationship and a couple flings before 
he met me, and he was my first and only relationship. 

“It really hasn’t been a big deal other than when his ex was 
trying to weasel her way back in his life. People have 
histories, and that is what makes us the way that we are. He 
guided me on how we were supposed to communicate as a 
couple but other than that — I felt like everything was a 
normal relationship at the beginning. We have been 
together for 10 years so it gets difficult to remember how 
things felt that long ago.” 

3) Falcom-Ace wrote, “I don’t know if it has. We both did 
what we wanted prior to our relationship — he was into 
dating, I was not. We’ve talked quite a lot about his past 
relationships over the years and it’s … fine? They’re just 
things that are part of his past that shaped who he is today, 
like everything else he’s done / been involved with.” 

4) amneasiachick wrote, “It hasn’t. I’ve never even slept 
with anyone else, but who cares. He’s the man I love and 
we’re together.” 

5) worried19 wrote, “It hasn’t affected me. I’m perfectly 
fine with it. I’m glad my partner had his two prior 
relationships before me. They were nice people, they made 
him happy, and it’s part of his overall life experience. Just 
because those relationships didn’t work out doesn’t mean 
they were worthless.” 

6) fatbabyotters wrote this: 
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“Not terribly. We met at 22 (we are now 30) and I knew 
he’d had other relationships — he was even engaged at one 
point. I gave him my virginity knowing he was not a virgin, 
but it never bothered me that he’d slept with other people 
and I hadn’t. All that matters to me is that we have a strong 
bond with one another, our relationship is solid, and that we 
are faithful to one another. 

“I wasn’t going to judge him on having hookups or 
expressing physical love with serious girlfriends. I don’t 
feel any desire to sleep with anyone else, so for me I don’t 
think things would have been different had I had more 
sexual partners.” 

7) Feckin_A wrote this: 

“It hasn’t. Don’t ask, don’t tell (unless stds [sexually 
transmitted diseases] are involved, then definitely tell). 
Honestly, it’s not really any of your business. 

“Their sexual past doesn’t have anything to do with your 
current relationship with them, especially if it was before 
you two even knew each other.” 

8) curly-hair07 wrote, “In my FIRST relationship, it 
REALLY affected me. And probably so much because his 
ex-girlfriend he lost his virginity to was also his current 
best friend. There was just this raging jealousy. We dated 
for three years. Couldn’t last longer because his 
relationship with her really was detrimental to the 
relationship (and my inability to be okay with it).”20 

  

 
20 Source: Diya271, “Women who have only been with their long term 
SOs but their SO has had other relationships (sexual or otherwise), how 
has that affected you?” Reddit. AskWomen, 23 January 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/rp7h4o6>. 
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Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What is Your Safe-Word?” 

1) ArthurOfVandelay wrote, “Meatloaf. Because I would 
do anything for love, but I won’t do that.” 

2) Adenostar wrote, “We don’t have one yet, as my 
boyfriend and I haven’t been together to discuss any kind 
of bdsm yet. But he’s visiting in a week. It would be 
something short and simple. I know a guy whose safe word 
is ‘Red’. Ours would probably be simple like that, too, but 
a different color. Maybe ‘purple’ because it’s my favorite 
color.” 

Flashpoint324 commented, “Some people use a traffic light 
system, where ‘yellow’ means ‘I’m not sure if I like this, 
slow down, but I’m OK,’ and ‘red’ means ‘Stop the whole 
scene now!’” 

3) suitology wrote this: 

“My then-girlfriend and I were playing Minecraft. We 
started fooling around being horny teens and all so I’m 
making out with her sliding my hand down she’s breathing 
heavy totally into it and starting to moan in my ear. 
Suddenly like a happy screeching retard she screams 
‘OCELOT!’ This causes an immediate wrench in the gears, 
my brain just froze in confusion, and she starts giggling 
realizing how insane she sounded, I’m chuckling, moment 
ruined, she is beet red and covering her face, and we are 
both laughing hard enough it hurts. Apparently she was 
frustrated right before we started because she couldn’t find 
one [in the game] and saw one run by. 

“A few weeks later we got some light bandage gear and 
were discussing a safe word that would never come up 
during sex so I said, ‘You know what’s a good word to stop 
all action?’ 
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“Now ‘ocelot’ has become not only my safe word but two 
of my friends who have made sure to tell their girlfriends 
the whole story of my ADD [Attention Deficit Disorder] 
ex.” 

4) girl_from_aus wrote, “‘Pineapples,’ but we agreed that if 
I’m caught up in the moment and forget and just start 
saying random fruits then he’ll stop and ask if I mean 
‘pineapples.’” 

5) IffySaiso wrote this: 

“Well, not sex-related, but my safe word for my child [to 
keep him safe from being kidnapped, etc.] is ‘cotton candy 
machine’. 

“If he’s outside and someone wants to take him somewhere 
he’s to ask for the safe word, our secret password. It’s 
something fun from a book that we laughed over. 

“If they don’t know the password, he’s to start yelling, ‘I 
don’t want to go with you. You are not my parent!’ even if 
it’s someone he knows and thinks it’s a friend. They are to 
call me for the password. If they don’t want to, or 
supposedly can’t at that time, they are not up to much good. 

“Keep your kids safe with a safe word.”21 

22. “Parents Who Regretted Having Kids, What Do 
You Wish You had Known Before?” 

1) stylophonics wrote this: 

“I don’t regret having kids, but I do regret not doing / 
knowing the following before I had kids: 

1. Travel, a lot. Everywhere, the farther the better. 
Spend your money on it, use your time. 

 
21 Source: Sentient_i7x, “What is your safe-word?” Reddit. Ask Reddit. 
1 February 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/r9a3sej>. 
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2. Don’t brush off school districts and schools when 
you buy a house, they may not matter now but they 
may be the things that change your entire world in a 
few years. Don’t be selfish because it’s a great price 
and you love the location now, but the schools are 
sh[*]t, Don’t. Don’t do that. You will be in a bad 
place later. 

3. Make sure your spouse will really, truly, co-
parent with you. My cousin’s husband would 
change her son’s diapers but not their daughter’s 
because ‘Ew, that’s weird’ …. Figure it out before 
you’re like 10 years into marriage and decide it’s 
the right time. 

4. Consider your family dynamic — maybe you’re 
just fine on your own with little help as an adult, but 
when you have kids, you need a village more than 
you’d like. Suppose you are working while being 
the parents of kids who constantly get sent home 
sick and need to go to the doctor, special half days 
at school and long school breaks. If it is up to just 
you and your spouse to take time away for all of 
that, you better have an understanding job that 
provides ample time and / or very close family and 
friends who are willing to take kids, pick them up, 
do overnights, the whole deal. My parents are in 
Florida half the year and my in-laws work full-time. 
It’s way tougher than I thought. I constantly feel 
like I’m going to get fired because I’m taking 
another unexpected day off because my kid can’t go 
to daycare because of sickness. 

5. If you really want to have kids, you better 
consider the fact that even though you feel pretty 
rich as a single person, or a maybe a two-income 
household, that your area better have good, 
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affordable daycare, or you or your spouse better be 
planning to stay home, in order to afford a kid or 
more. I know lots of people who make good money 
who were shocked to figure out that basically they 
can afford to have only one kid because the cost of 
childcare or the cost of staying home was so great 
that they could barely afford it. I live in a place 
where daycare is very affordable, I have three kids 
and we pay over $30,000 a year for daycare, and 
that’s just the tuition. This is not your parents time 
— it’s different out there now. 

6. This one got me the most — how independent / 
selfish / lazy are you … really. I’m what I 
considered to be a relatively well-adjusted only 
child. I’m used to my space, my own time, being 
independent. I’m also pretty lazy. When I come 
home on a weekday, I like to rest, watch a lot of 
TV, hang out. When I had kids, it was a HUGE 
change. Someone needs you all the damn time, it is 
UNRELENTING. You never have your own 
anything anymore. You spend almost all of your 
waking time during which your children are present 
tending to your children’s needs. You beat yourself 
up for not being good enough at it, for being pissed 
about how miserable it is sometimes. For hating it. 
You will hate it sometimes. You need to very, very, 
very seriously consider your stamina for caring for 
others and putting everyone else before yourself. 
All the time.” 

Ol_Man_Rambles commented: 

“The last one hit home. My girlfriend and I are both oldest 
children in families with three kids. Nothing was ever about 
what we wanted because we were expected to be the ‘big 
brother / sister’ and help out. I spent hours of my weekends 
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helping my dad move hay or build fences for my sister’s 
horse. I had to give up football camp so my youngest sister 
could get braces. In high school, I was the one who drove 
my sisters to school and had to be available to babysit. 

“So much of my childhood was spent doing sh[*]t for other 
people that when I became an adult, I got super selfish with 
my time. I realized I want my own life and kids were not 
compatible for me. 

“I’m glad I realized this before I had them.” 

2) JudgingMermaid wrote, “Don’t have kids when you 
struggle with mental illness.” 

manda-mayhem commented, “I upvoted this, because my 
depression is one of the main reasons I choose to not have 
them. I don’t think I can handle the stress while going 
through nonfunctioning times nor would I want them to 
inherit the gene.”22 

23. “Waiters, What Valentine Day Disasters Have You 
Witnessed?” 

1) AZScienceTeacher wrote this: 

“I was eating in a fine dining establishment (Chili’s) 
several years ago. In the next booth was a really young guy 
who had a big bunch of roses on the seat next to him. 

“He kept looking at his watch, looking at the roses, and 
popping open a ring box for a peek at the ring. 

“He did this for a half hour or so, then began calling and 
texting someone (presumably his girlfriend) over and over. 

 
22 Source: Lemonlemongo, “Parents who regretted having kids, what do 
you wish you had known before?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 February 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/spq49b7>. 
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“As we were waiting for our check, he hands my wife the 
roses, mumbled something, and walked out. 

“Poor guy.” 

Strix924 wrote, “While I was walking back to my dorm 
room once, a guy was carrying roses (I think this was 
around Valentine’s Day? I don’t remember) and he handed 
one to me. It made my day because it had been a crappy 
long day, but I wonder what kind of day he had to be 
having to be handing out roses to strangers.” 

2) ChefHannibal wrote this: 

“There was a note in our reservations that it was an 
engagement: They wanted champagne, a specific seat, 
bunch of other stuff. The server comes up to the table with 
something like ‘So I read we’re celebrating an engagement, 
congratulations’. Confusion from the woman; glaring from 
the guy. He hadn’t proposed yet. The server ruined it.” 

zurf-96 wrote, “When I proposed to my fiancée, I kept it a 
VERY small circle of people knowing so nothing could get 
spoiled. My grandfather didn’t know till the day of because 
he has dementia; her best friend is still mad I never told her 
but she had ruined a birthday surprise months prior and I 
couldn’t trust her after that.” 

3) danmatfatcat wrote this: 

“I worked at a pretty high end Mediterranean bistro, my 
second Valentine’s there it was probably the busiest night 
I’ve ever worked as a server. We had reservations that 
booked basically the entire restaurant including the bar and 
patio from 4 P.M to 11:00 P.M. No walk-ins were to be 
seated unless a reservation was cancelled, or someone with 
a reservation didn’t show up. 



 51 

“Most of the customers were pretty understanding and 
either waited or simply left. One dude, however, kept 
pushing and pushing asking every 10 minutes how much 
longer until he is seated, constantly saying how he is a 
regular customer; and how his date is going to be there at 7 
(he got there at 6). We insisted that once a table was 
available, and all the customers before him were seated, he 
would get a table, but because the number of reservations 
we couldn’t guarantee he would even get a table at all. At 
about 6:50 the guy loses it, fast-walks up to the hostess 
stand where the reservation book is, grabs the reservation 
book and practically runs out the front door. 

“Now everything is going to complete sh[*]t because the 
only copy of the reservations for the night that is barely 
half over is gone. Two of the owners ran outside to follow 
the guy and try and get the book back, but by the time they 
got out, he had already left the parking lot. Even better is, 
two hours later, chaos is still running rampant and the dude 
shows back up saying he has a reservation for two. All five 
of the owners (all brothers) escorted the dude and his date 
out to the parking lot and banned him from the restaurant 
permanently. They even took a picture of him and posted it 
in the window with the note ‘Do Not Serve This Man.’” 

“TL;DR: Salty dude without reservation steals reservation 
book and then tries to come back later.” 

4) jeanlukepikard wrote this: 

“Not a waiter but I was a pastry chef at this big resort in 
Cape Cod. We got a special order from this guy who was 
coming in for his anniversary (Valentine’s Day). He 
wanted his desert to have ‘Will you marry me?’ written on 
it so he could pop the question when it came out. He called 
ahead to the front and back kitchen, even came in himself 
that morning to make sure it was good to go. The whole 
crew was behind him. We had cooks all night coming in to 
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ask if it had happened yet. I wrote the inscription on the 
plate and dressed it to the nines with gold leaf and 
expensive chocolate. I’m taking a picture of the plate just 
before it’s set to go out and notice our headwaiter come in 
with a weird look on his face and says, ‘They don’t need 
it.’ 

“She broke up with him before the entrees hit the table.” 

5) Icmedia wrote this: 

“I was the manager of a wings-and-pizza place with a full 
bar — definitely not the kind of place you’d take someone 
for a ‘romantic’ Valentine’s Day dinner, but it was still 
busy because some people aren’t very tactful. 

“We had a guy who had called ahead and asked if we could 
put a ring in a dessert for him and of course, we obliged. 
He dropped the ring off the day ahead and I put it in the 
safe in our office to keep it secure. 

“Fast forward to Valentine’s Day. The couple shows up, 
and they’re so obviously in love that she didn’t seem to 
notice or care about the fact that he had brought her to a 
middle-of-the road place with a sports-bar atmosphere on 
the most romantic day of the year. They ordered 
champagne (well, the local winery’s best sparkling white), 
entrées, and it was almost time for dessert. I had used my 
chef skills to whip up a special chocolate strawberry tart 
that wasn’t on the menu, just for this occasion (because 
why not try to make their night at least a little fancy?). 

“I went to the safe to get the ring, and … It wasn’t there. I 
was freaking out big time. I asked everyone there if they 
knew what the f[*]ck had happened to it. My assistant 
manager on-site had no idea, so I called my other assistant 
(who also had the safe code) and they didn’t know, either. 
Finally, my bar manager mentioned that one of the owners 
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had been in earlier, and spent a little time in the office. So, 
at my wit’s end, I called the owner. 

“It turns out that he had seen the ring in the safe, and 
thought it was something a customer had left behind. 
Figuring that he had come into an extremely lucky 
situation, he decided (like the scumbag he was) that he’d 
take it for himself and save money on a gift for his wife on 
Valentine’s. 

“So, I asked the server and bar manager to help stall the 
couple. The server told them that we were going to do 
something special for their big date, and to hold tight. 

“I ran out, hopped in my car, and rushed to get the ring 
from the owner’s house (because he was — as I had 
mentioned — a scumbag, and didn’t want to be bothered 
with bringing the ring to the restaurant himself). 

“The bar manager went over to the table, and did some 
complicated, table-side cocktail mix that had a bunch of 
flair bartending tricks and ended with a flaming shot that, 
once dropped into the rest, made it smoke. (I was really 
disappointed when I heard about all of this because I would 
have loved to see it instead of breaking a ton of traffic laws 
on my quest to get the ring.) 

“Finally, I rushed back in after about 15 minutes of being 
on the brink of a heart attack, placed the ring on the dessert, 
and had their server take it out. At that point, just about the 
entire staff was watching the table, and when we saw the 
look on her face, my heart finally started beating again. 

“She said, ‘Yes.’ And I started looking for someone else to 
work for the very next day.” 

6) _lilliput_ wrote this: 

“Sixteen years in hospitality gives you some good stories. 
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“The most awkward: 

“My first job as a waitress a guy wanted to propose to his 
girlfriend. He came in two months before to book and had 
everything figured out. He planned to pop the question 
during dessert. We had champagne, balloons, and sparklers 
prepped for the big moment. The time comes, he drops to 
one knee gives a speech about his love for her. He asks, she 
says no, puts the ring in her bag, finishes her dessert and 
leaves. Quite possibly the most awkward thing I have had 
to witness (alongside around 200 other people). The 
manager gave him everything for free — he felt that bad 
for him. I cringed inside every time I saw him after that. 

“The most f[**]ked up: 

“I was working as a duty manager and one of the tills kept 
dropping off the network. As I was trying to fix it, I could 
clearly hear the conversation of the table by the waiters 
station. It started out sweet enough with her excitedly 
telling him she was pregnant. He went quiet and didn’t say 
anything for a bit and then asked her what the plan was. 
She said she was keeping the baby. He said he didn’t want 
kids and had told her this. She got upset and said she 
thought he’d be happy and change his mind when he found 
out. (By this point I’ve fixed the till, but I am unable to step 
away from this car crash.) Turns out she stopped taking the 
pill without telling him thinking she could turn him around. 
He said he knew she could be a little nuts sometimes but 
this was next level. He told her it was over and she could 
send someone to collect her things as he wanted nothing 
more to do with her. He called me over to pay the bill and 
just left. The guy never even shouted; he just calmly went 
f[**]k this and noped out of there. I couldn’t even look her 
in the eye, just left her to leave in her own time. 

“The funniest: 
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“Managing hotel room service where there was a 
Valentine’s package that included getting each course of 
the special menu delivered to your room. More than a few 
couples thought it was a good idea to call for the next 
course and then start having sex. Having to help with 
deliveries as reception f[**]ked up the bookings, I had the 
‘privilege’ of people answering the door naked, seeing sex 
toys strewn around and one where the other members of the 
threesome were carrying on in the background. After 
complaints of similar instances from my team, I had to take 
action. I ended up having to call the offending guests and 
tell them if they could not respect my team by answering 
the door in at least a closed dressing gown they could come 
down and collect the rest of their meal from the restaurant. 

“Bonus from the same night: I had to call an ambulance for 
a woman with a dislocated shoulder. The guy admitted that 
they were trying to recreate a bukkake type scene in the 
shower using conditioner as the ‘cum.’ He slipped in the 
conditioner and fell on her.” 

7) kobra_kyle wrote, “In college I waited tables. One 
Valentine’s Day I once saw a couple come in to eat, and 
halfway through the dinner the man’s wife shows up to 
surprise the couple. The wife took the wine bottle and 
poured the remnants on the husband’s head, and then took 
off her ring and told the girlfriend she could have him.”23 

24. “Women Who Couldn’t Climax Until They Met a 
Certain Partner, What Did He / She Do Differently 
Than the Others Before?” 

1) DawneeRay, “He f[*]cking TRIED.” 

 
23 Source: Hamsternoir, “Waiters what Valentine day disasters have 
you witnessed?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 February 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/r6y2br4>. 
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2) Myrindyl wrote, “He stimulated my clit during 
penetration. I nearly passed out, lol. Ah, to be young and 
dumb and unaware of my own needs again; everything was 
a revelation!” 

3) jewelrider wrote, “It was a mix of finding a partner who 
actually listened when I communicated my needs, someone 
who cared that I enjoyed myself, and someone I had great 
chemistry with.” 

4) Goondocksaints wrote, “He actually cares about my 
needs. He knows what he’s doing and we fit well together. 
I also have very strong feelings for him which makes it 
more intense and wonderful.” 

5) LilKoshka wrote this: 

“He always made me feel safe to be myself so I didn’t have 
to constantly run through this inner dialogue of ‘Am I 
attractive in this position, am I making the right level of 
noises, am I doing enough to ensure he doesn’t talk sh[*]t 
about me with his friends later, do I smell okay, am I too 
heavy, etc.’ I didn’t have any of these worries or fears or 
anxieties because he made it very clear every single time I 
was with him that I was attractive, lovable, worthy, valued, 
and safe. He never tried to change me, never judged me, 
never teased or played games with me; he super respected 
me, and it made all the difference. 

“He didn’t do anything special or different when it came to 
the sex act itself. In fact he did everything that a lot of guys 
I’d been with had done. The only difference is that I was 
able to be present in that moment with him instead of stuck 
in my head.” 

6) CorvideaPex wrote, “Aside from being just really, really 
good, he listens to me and actually cares if I ‘get there’. I 
lost my virginity to my ex and we were together for over 
five years. I can count on one hand how many times I got 
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off with him and thus figured maybe it just wasn’t in the 
cards for me. First night with my husband … goddamn 
fireworks.” 

7) westonrock wrote, “I’m not totally there yet, but at 35 a 
guy got me to squirt on two different occasions. It feels 
soooo close to being able to orgasm with someone and a 
big step up overall. What he did different: I’ve never found 
someone so attractive, I was more relaxed being around 
him than with any other partner, there’s this warm sense of 
safety, it was after hours of playing around and … 
spanking. Who knew.” 

8) Voxit wrote, “Knew that sex didn’t end when he 
finished, it ended after we both reached the finish line.” 

9) Awildhufflepuff wrote this: 

“Every. Single. Guy. I’ve ever been with climaxed first and 
then rolled over and said, ‘Give me a few minutes’ and then 
passed out. 

“My current guy makes me orgasm two or more times 
before he decides to do it. He even stops himself if he’s 
about to. He’s the most giving sexual partner I’ll probably 
ever find. He also was determined to give me a vaginal 
orgasm and I was 110% positive it wasn’t gonna happen … 
he f[*]cking gave me one. He actually took the time and 
had the patience to work with my impossible body, lol. So 
far it’s happened only once, but I was so surprised I started 
laughing in the middle of it. Feels completely different 
from a clitoral orgasm!” 
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10) Ten_Sixteen wrote, “I am very good at showing a 
partner what I need to get off. I have no shame about 
this.”24 

25. Do You Enjoy Having a Friend with Benefits? If So, 
Why? 

1) cenimsaj wrote, “Kind of. But now that my standards 
have changed, I think they need about a 90-day expiration 
date. I used to be able to just have a random dude come 
over on the regular and then leave and that worked out 
well. Now, I find it more difficult to have sex with 
someone unless I actually like, respect, and get along with 
them. It’s no longer all about the dick. But then feelings get 
involved. Hence, they’ve got to go once that starts to 
happen or it just turns into a mess (and it can be hard to do 
that ASAP instead of telling myself I can give it a little 
more time). And finding someone suitable on a rotating 
basis is a pain in the butt. Sometimes, I just think it’s easier 
to just buy a new vibrator.” 

2) NecessaryShevil wrote this: 

“It can be fun and exciting, and it can feel pretty good to be 
able to share something intimate with someone that you 
can’t share with most other people. 

“But you have to keep reminding yourself to maintain a 
‘professional distance’. You’re not in a serious relationship 
with this person, so you have to be okay with them having 
sex with others, or with them finding a serious romantic 
partner at some point. 

 
24 Source: pimpsandwich4589123, “Women who couldn’t climax until 
they met a certain partner. What did he/she do differently than the 
others before?” Reddit. AskWomen. 14 February 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/u8xzu2m>. 
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“Personally, my brain can emotionally ‘handle’ that fact for 
certain people, but with certain others it can’t. The best, 
most emotionally comfortable friends with benefits are the 
ones I can be buddies with, but would never want to be in a 
relationship with. That way, my yearning for long-term 
companionship and my sexual needs can stay nicely 
separated. 

“For example, when I was 26 I met a guy who was 50 years 
old. He could’ve been my dad. Tall, quite fit for his age, 
smooth, financially loaded and incredibly considerate and 
kind. I loved hanging out with him in his van that he’d built 
into a mobile home. The sex was amazing, but due to our 
age and other differences we didn’t really have much in 
common to build a relationship on. I was still basically 
living a college student lifestyle (tiny studio, no car, 
spending all my money on parties and traveling) while he 
managed a business and had several kids around my age. 
So we kept it as an occasional arrangement and enjoyed all 
the fun parts of being attracted to each other with none of 
the baggage and compromises that come with a 
relationship. There was some romantic chemistry between 
us, definitely, but it burned all the hotter due to us never 
really becoming familiar with each other’s bad sides, quirks 
and pet peeves, as happens in a ‘proper’ relationship.” 

3) gatherallthemtg wrote, “When I was single, I definitely 
enjoyed having multiple friends with benefits! It was very 
fun.” 

4) CatrionaShadowleaf wrote, “Yes, because I can enjoy 
getting my rocks off without playing girlfriend.” 

5) amousebouche wrote, “Yes. I like friends and I like 
benefits.” 

6) maryjanesandbobbysox wrote, “When I was single, there 
have been times in my life when I did enjoy the fun parts of 
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a relationship (sex) and was glad not to have to deal with 
the sometimes not-so-fun parts of a relationship (mundane 
daily life stuff, expectations, demands on time, etc.).”25 

26. “Women Who are in Relationships, What Small 
Considerate Things Did Your Significant Other Do that 
You Will Remember Forever?” 

1) Godamn_Bandersnatch wrote, “He found a post I made 
where I was talking about how much I hated doing the 
laundry. Without saying anything to me, he started doing 
the laundry for us both. It seems silly and small, but he 
takes care of folding and hanging his clothes, and he folds 
mine for me, but leaves them out because the way I 
organize my drawers confounds him. Now, when he 
doesn’t get a chance to, I do it and it makes him feel good, 
too.” 

2) RobynRuto wrote, “Just this week I was sick, like I 
couldn’t get up and do much. He would come in, push the 
hair off my forehead and see if I still felt like I had a fever. 
Then he would sit on the edge of the bed and rub my head 
for a while, and before he left the room, he kissed my 
forehead. He’s done it before over our 17 years of 
marriage, but it was a good reminder of how sweet he is, 
especially when I’m feeling like literal trash.” 

Alycyh commented: 

“I’ve always been the mom of all of my friend groups and 
am usually the one taking care of people. Rarely do I have 
people take care of me. When we first got together, it was 
close to my birthday and I had gone out with my girls and 
he came with us. I drank a lot but didn’t get super wasted. 
My body, however, rejects alcohol really badly and after 

 
25 Source: Subperduper, “Do you enjoy having a fwb? If so, why?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 19 February 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/vqngytg>. 
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we got everyone home (girls got so drunk and boyfriend 
was DD [Dead Drunk?], I walked everyone to their 
doorstep), I couldn’t stop puking for 6 hours and just slept 
by the toilet. He would check up on me and rub my back, 
and he ran out to the store the moment they opened and got 
Gravol [medicine for nausea relief], Gatorade (three 
flavours because he wanted to give me options), bread, and 
my fav food without me even asking. I had puked in a bag 
and left it on the ground and crawled to the bathroom and it 
had somehow leaked out onto the ground and he cleaned up 
the puke that got all over the floor without saying anything 
or getting mad. My ex would have never done it without 
making me feel horrible and my parents would’ve killed 
me if they ever saw me in that state. I was so scared of 
upsetting him and being yelled at so I tried to keep the 
discomfort to myself and stayed in the bathroom as long as 
possible so he wouldn’t have to hear me puking, but he was 
so loving and supportive and he kept telling me he was so 
sorry that I was having such a rough time. After I finally 
got out of the bathroom and was no longer puking, he lay in 
bed with me and just rubbed my back until I fell asleep. 

“I’ve never felt so taken care of before because I have 
always gone through those rough moments on my own and 
just pushed through. The entire night he kept telling me, 
“You take care of the girls; I take care of you’. I’ve always 
been scared of upsetting others and feeling like a burden to 
people around me, but he makes me feel so loved and cared 
for and so, so safe. It’s such an amazing feeling to be taken 
care of!” 

3) VigilantHeart wrote, “He always thanks me for cooking. 
Whether it’s a full dinner, a quick breakfast, heating up 
some water for instant ramen … no matter what, he kisses 
me and says, ‘Thanks, babe, that was really good.’ Acts of 
service is my love language, so I’m happy to do it, and his 
appreciation gives me the warm fuzzies.” 
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4) francuah wrote, “I’m not going to lie, everything my 
husband does is something I always remember. Random 
foot and back massages, kisses on the cheek and forehead. 
When I tell him I’m craving something at 11pm that’s 30 
mins away, we both get ready and go. He carries me down 
and up the stairs cause I have horrible knee pain. He 
randomly pops his head wherever I’m at and asks, ‘Babe, 
you good? Need anything?’ And when I’m having random 
meltdowns he puts me in his arms and just hugs me. He 
saved me from my thoughts, and I always let him know 
that.” 

5) chocolatecabana wrote this: 

“We were studying abroad and had been together for only 
seven months. We had been eating out on a student budget, 
so we mainly had crepes and croissants in Paris since 
they’re cheap. 

“We went on a day trip to Versailles with our class and had 
a free afternoon to do whatever. We decided to splurge at 
the restaurant within Versailles itself. With my limited 
French, I ordered the salmon as I was craving 
a warm home-cooked meal and figured this was the closest 
thing I would get. My (now husband, then boyfriend) 
ordered the steak. 

“Well … our plates came out … and mine was 100% cold 
and raw — think lox or nova but not salty with dill. He saw 
the disappointed look on my face and kept telling me over 
and over how he just LOVED salmon like that and how my 
plate looked SO good we just had to switch. I then 
proceeded to eat one of the best steaks of my life. 

“It was only on the next day at breakfast that he admitted 
he absolutely despised raw fish and that he kept cutting and 
pushing his food around to make it seem like he ate some 
of it. He just couldn’t get past my look of exasperation and 
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sadness at not having a warm and hearty meal for the first 
time in weeks that he had to trade plates with me no matter 
what. He wouldn’t have even told me about his chivalrous 
move if I hadn’t kept pressing him on it at breakfast (he 
filled his plate with so much food since he was absolutely 
famished!). 

“He’s a keeper, and I’ll never forget feeling so much love 
for him at that exact moment.” 

duckysaysmeow wrote, “That happened with me and my 
now husband too! Except I accidentally got steak tartare 
(because it seemed to be the cheapest thing) and I thought I 
was going to vomit.” 

downtime37 commented, “Your story reminds me of when 
my (now ex) wife and I along with another couple ate 
dinner at the Eiffel Tower. I ordered steak while my wife 
ordered the steak tartar. The waitress tried to explain in her 
limited English that what the steak tartar is, but my wife 
(being the self-taught cook, and — full disclosure — she is 
very good) insisted she knew what it was and that she 
wanted it. I forget what the other couple ordered but they 
both had equally French-type meals they were not familiar 
with. Long story short I was the only one who enjoyed their 
meal, and no I did not offer to share which might explain 
why you’re married and I’m not.” 

6) parisskent wrote, “We had a box of goldfish crackers 
that were mixed (regular goldfish and pretzel goldfish) I 
didn’t like the pretzel ones, so I kept picking out the regular 
ones and leaving the pretzel ones. I grabbed my box of 
goldfish two nights ago and I’m like, ‘Wow, every time I 
reach in I get only the regular ones! This is my lucky 
night!’ Turns out he dumped out the whole box and put the 
pretzel ones in a separate bag so I wouldn’t have to keep 
picking through them and then he put the box back and 
didn’t say anything so I would get excited every time I got 
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a regular goldfish. It’s a little thing but it just shows how 
thoughtful he is and it made my night because I thought I 
was the luckiest person that night.” 

7) 74bpa wrote this: 

“So many little things. I felt at the beginning that he was 
almost studying me to know what I liked or not and then 
would do anything he could to make me happy. 

“He knows what kind of music I like, and regularly updates 
a Spotify playlist for me. 

“We met while I was traveling, and he showed me around 
his city. He noticed that I loved the street art, and now 
whenever he sees cool murals he sends me pics (coming up 
on five years later). 

“He has traveled a lot during our relationship (we were 
long distance for quite a while), and every new city he goes 
to, he sends me a postcard, which I cherish 

“When we are apart he takes pictures everywhere he goes 
to share his day with me. Cool buildings, funny storefront 
displays, people wearing my favourite colour, kids being 
funny, what he ate at dinner, etc. 

“He takes care of every little thing that I don’t like to do, 
with no complaints. Taking out the garbage, making the 
bed, vacuuming …. 

“His work is much more flexible with variable hours than 
mine, which means he usually doesn’t have to get up when 
I do. But almost every morning, while I’m running around 
getting ready, he gets up and makes my coffee, breakfast, 
and gathers my lunch stuff. 

“If I mention I have a headache, he’ll come and squeeze my 
head to give me relief. 
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“The list goes on and on; he is the most caring and 
considerate person that I’ve ever met.” 

Whiskeysour123 joked, “Can we clone him?” 

8) daydreaminthflowers wrote, “My period has never been 
regular, but I can normally tell when it is going to arrive 
based on certain signs. However, this time there was 
nothing, no cramping, no craving, no mood swings, 
nothing. And it showed up a week early in the middle of 
my English class. And it was not an easy start. So I text my 
husband while my 6th graders are doing a worksheet. 
There’s nothing in my purse, I’m wearing a nice dress, and 
I have no break until two hours later. I just don’t know 
what to do. So my husband rearranges his day, moves his 
meetings, gets someone to cover his class, drives home, 
gets me tampons and pads, (he didn’t know which I 
needed), clean underwear, and a change of clothes. He also 
stopped by McDonalds because I always want French fries 
when my period starts, and he slipped some chocolate in 
the bag he brought me. All without me asking or hinting 
that I wanted him to do any of that. I was just looking for a 
listening ear when my day turned bad, and instead he 
turned the entire day around. He’s always my hero.”26 

27. “What was the Most Unexpected Birthday Gift 
Someone Gave You?” 

1) peachpy wrote this: 

“My husband and I were trying to have a baby, and not 
having success. For my 34th birthday my mom sent me a 
sleep giraffe for my future baby nursery. Turns out it was 
the last birthday gift I would get from her; she died 10 

 
26 Source: AliTheCabbage, “Women who are in relationships, what 
small considerate things did your SO do that you will remember 
forever?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 February 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/vt8267r>. 
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months after that birthday in 2016. I found out I was 
pregnant in early 2017, and I never got to share that news 
with her. I remember being annoyed when I opened the 
box, but now I realize it was just a sweet sentiment from 
her telling me not to give up. After she passed, while going 
through her things, I found a congratulations card meant for 
me in the event I had a baby, a card she never got to send. 

“I look at that sleep giraffe every day, it’s the first thing I 
see every morning when I wake up, and she tells me every 
morning, ‘Don’t give up.’” 

2) the_eric wrote this: 

“On my 20th birthday, my mom asked me if I could take 
the day off of school. I said ‘sure’. 

“I go to her house and she tells me to get in her car. She 
stops for gas, so I’m thinking, ‘ooh … a road trip … maybe 
we’re going to San Antonio and I’ll finally get that Louis 
Vuitton messenger bag I’ve been wanting’. 

We get back in the car and after about ten minutes, she 
pulls over and says, ‘I need to look at the map. Here, go 
ahead and read your birthday card while I’m looking at it’. 
The card had typical mom stuff in it, but the very last line 
was ‘I can’t wait to see you smile again’. 

“The parking lot we were in was a dentist’s office. She took 
me in for a consultation for a full mouth of veneers, we got 
the price, we went to the bank to get the money, we stopped 
for Chinese food, and then we went and prepaid the dentist 
for my veneers. 

“It’s been 12 years and my chompers still look the way 
they did when I first got them.” 
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the_eric added, “I had some teeth issues. A tongue ring I 
had cracked a lot of my front teeth so when I spoke, I made 
sure that my lips were covering my teeth.” 

the_eric also added, “It legit changed my life. I went from a 
quiet guy who wouldn’t talk to someone who could walk 
into a room and talk to anyone with no problem.” 

3) deadpanxfitter wrote this: 

“A cookie cake with my name on it from my sister. 

“Backstory: I’m a trans woman, and she refused to call me 
by my name (she openly used my deadname) and she 
refused to use the proper pronouns for me for three years. 
One day out of the blue she texted how she wanted to make 
things right, so I agreed that she could come over. She 
arrived with the cookie cake with my proper name. Totally 
unexpected, but completely appreciated.”27 

28. “The World is Full of Stories of Evil Stepmothers. 
What’s Your Positive or Uplifting Story About a Great 
Stepmother?” 

1) Fuzzyoop wrote, “My ex-husband’s new partner. She 
seems so wonderful. She tells my kids she loves them. She 
seems like a genuinely nice person. My youngest made a 
comment about calling her Mom and it just tickled me pink 
(of course, I supported it). If you’re treating my kids so 
well that they want to call you mom then I sure as hell can’t 
complain. I don’t know much and I don’t pry but from what 
the kids have willingly shared, we are very lucky to have 
her in the family unit.” 

 
27 Source: XacauNMZJR, “What was the most unexpected birthday gift 
someone gave you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 February 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/snnntks>. 
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2) lili_adk_bird wrote, “Is being the ex-wife okay? I know 
this might come off as weird, but my kids’ stepmom. I’ve 
made it a point to get along with my ex and his wife since 
we divorced. She’s a much better fit for him than I was 
anyway. But she’s really great with my kids and really does 
care. She’s who I call before my ex on anything child 
related. She and I have actually done family outings with 
all the kids (she has one). I’m glad she’s in their life.” 

3) destria wrote, “She’s not my stepmother, but my 
Significant Other’s stepmother is really lovely. My SO’s 
mother died when he was quite young, and then his 
stepmother came into the picture around the age of 10. 
From what he says, it was a really natural progression and 
drama-free. She has welcomed me into her family as if I 
were her own, and I imagine that’s what it was like for my 
SO and his brother.”28 

29. “What’s Something Your Parents Did When You 
were Younger that You Thought was Normal?” 

1) 100percent_thatwitch wrote this: 

“My dad was the one that who me how to do laundry and 
most housework, bought me books, and answered questions 
about puberty, gave me the sex talk, whatever. He tried to 
talk me through how to use a tampon the first time, and 
when that didn’t work he drove 45 miles into town and 
called me from the store to talk to me about all the other 
options. I have a great relationship with my dad. My mom, 
too, she was just working on her degree in a really stressful 
field at the time and wasn’t always home. 

 
28 Source: MaryMaryConsigliere, “The world is full of stories of evil 
stepmothers. What’s your positive or uplifting story about a great 
stepmother?” Reddit. AskWomen. 23 June 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8dz42h2>. 
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“When I left for college I learned that was not how my 
friends’ relationships with their dads were. A few even told 
me their dad would walk out of the room if any of the three 
girls in the family would mention anything about their body 
or anything personal. I could not grasp how a grown man 
living with four women was still that bothered by 
menstruation. 

“It’s not a huge thing, but my dad did a lot of the stuff 
society would say the mother ought to be teaching and 
doing (cooking, cleaning, laundry) and my mom what the 
father does (higher-income job, demanding hours) so I 
really didn’t have any idea of society’s obsession with 
gender roles in the home until I was getting closer to leave 
it and it made me respect both my parents a lot more than I 
already did.” 

Uptilfour commented, “Your dad sounds amazing. Mine is 
the same way, and I love him to death. When I was about 
12/13, we went on a trip to our farm, which is pretty 
secluded. We always stayed in the R.V. [Recreational 
Vehicle] and let my grandparents have the farmhouse. One 
day I decided to surprise my dad / help him out a bit (I have 
a LOT of brothers) and clean our R.V., and I found a box of 
pads. I teased him relentlessly, because I was a late 
bloomer and didn’t have my period yet. He claimed to not 
know where they came from, but I learned later on in life 
that he bought them just to be prepared, and to make sure 
he was there to help me out when that day came. I’m not 
remotely emotional, but it still kinda makes me tear up 
when I think about just how much my dad loves me, and I 
feel guilty about teasing him now. He’s not one for vocally 
announcing his love for us, but it’s just all the little things 
he does to make sure we’re happy and healthy.” 

NikkoE82 commented, “OK. You reminded me of a TV 
production teacher I had in middle school. She was pretty 
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cool. Drove a Dodge Stealth. But not SUPER cool. Kind of 
nerdy. And she had tampons all over in the studio. Kids 
would call her Tampon Tidwell and joke about it. I realized 
way too late that she had them for any girl who might need 
one suddenly and be too embarrassed to ask. And we made 
fun of her about it. Man, I wish I could find her now and 
tell her I get it and how cool she actually was because of 
it.” 

2) slothbarns7 wrote, “Rarely fight. I’ve seen my mom and 
dad argue maybe four or five times in my entire life. It 
wasn’t until I went to college that I realized I’m one of the 
extremely lucky ones.”29 

30. “What was a Clever Comeback You have Made to a 
Sexist Remark?” 

1) Ceolach_Boghadair wrote this: 

“Extra necessary info: In my language, ‘flute’ is another 
word for dick, and it was known in school that I played the 
clarinet as one of the very few. 

“One of the guys asked me if I wanted to blow his ‘flute’. I 
replied that I play the clarinet (hand gesture of something 
big), not the piccolo (pinky up). 

“He left me alone after that.” 

2) Katy5253 wrote this: 

“Suck my dick.”  

“Can’t, I’m allergic to shrimp.”  

 
29 Source: sadsheep61, “What’s something your parents did when you 
were younger that you thought was normal?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 
June 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yb2k67tl>. 
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DaughterOfNone commented, “My daughter’s response to 
a similar comment (from some [*]ss[*]le customer — she’s 
a waitress): ‘No thanks, I’m vegetarian.’” 

3) interstellar-gator wrote, “I had a one-night stand with a 
guy in college who I would run into occasionally at 
bars/pre-games. This guy was absolute scum and would 
slut shame me every time we ran into each other. After like 
three months of bimonthly slut shaming remarks, I knew I 
needed to do something outrageous to make him stop. I had 
run into him in my hometown the night before 
Thanksgiving so the bar was packed. I don’t even 
remember what he said but my response was ‘I will literally 
tell every girl in this bar that your dick is very small and 
you are horrible in bed.’ And he was like ‘No, you won’t.’ 
So I started to yell his name very loudly followed with ‘has 
a small dick and sucks in bed.’ Also while tapping the girl 
next to me and pointing to him and telling her about it, too. 
Meanwhile, he is like ‘No, no, stop!’ I looked him dead the 
eyes and said ‘Don’t ever f[*]cking talk to me again.’ And 
he never did!” 

4) VenezuelanExtrovert wrote this: 

“Co-workers were having lunch and one of the ladies was 
jokingly trying to set me up with a 30-year-old who worked 
with us. I was laughing because she knew that I was not 
even aware he existed. And he decided to take it seriously 
and started saying that he needed someone with time and 
that had x, y, and z body features. 

“I was a little taken aback and just said, ‘Well, I honestly 
wouldn’t date you.’ He was like, ‘Oh, you’re all offended 
now,’ and before I got up to go back to my spot I just said 
to him, ‘Nooo, you see I need a real man who doesn’t live 
with his mom at 30, knows how to wash his own coffee 
cup, and doesn’t need to be reminded that flushing the 
toilet is a thing.’ 
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“The whole table was crying with laughter.”30 

31. “What is the Best Wedding You’ve Ever Been To? 
Why is It the Best?” 

1) visioninmaking wrote this: 

“The most low-key wedding ever was my favorite. Two 
friends were getting married and they wanted a really 
casual, laid-back, family-and-close-friends-only thing. 
They got married in a little chapel in the country, just 
gorgeous hills and valleys. Then we had dinner at a hill-top 
winery, on little tables set underneath this huge tree, and 
listened to music, drank wine, and ate the most amazing 
food. 

“My favorite memory was watching them swing on a porch 
swing watching the sunset together.” 

2) I_Like_Knitting_TBH wrote, “I went to an Indian 
wedding for my friend (bride is Indian, groom is American, 
so it was a really mixed wedding), and it was an absolute 
BANGER. Per the bride’s recommendation, I ordered a sari 
and it is one of the most elegant garments I have ever worn. 
Almost every other woman in attendance was in a sari as 
well and everything was so colorful and beautiful. The 
party and ceremony all lasted from like 2pm to 2am and 
everyone went HARD. I remember dancing with the 
bride’s mom well into the night. The food was awesome, 
and there were a ton of options. The DJ was THE BEST. 
He kept the crowd hyped up and was out on the floor 
dancing while DJ-ing.” 

3) Claire_wood wrote, “My friend got married at a 
restaurant she and her husband love. There was a great little 

 
30 Source: clouster, “What was a clever comeback you have made to an 
sexist remark?” Reddit. AskWomen. 23 June 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8wlwgjw>. 



 73 

band, the ceremony was low-key but made everyone cry, 
and the food was FANTASTIC, seriously, six courses of 
family-style dishes. Also, everyone’s place cards were 
actually tiny envelopes that contained a little message from 
the bride or groom about how much that person meant to 
them. We read ours aloud at the table, and it was a great 
icebreaker and I’ve kept mine for years now.”31 

32. “Have You Ever Approached Someone You had 
Interest In? If So, How Did It Go?” 

1) Katy5253 wrote this: 

“I saw this cute guy playing guitar in front of Starbucks and 
wanted to be cool in front of my friends. Not gonna lie, I 
was really feeling myself that day. I went up to him to hand 
him some money. He told me, ‘I’m not gonna take your 
money,’ but I insisted, ‘Are you sure? You’re really good’ 
(not even hearing one chord of what he was playing). He 
stuck to his guns, ‘Yes, thank you for the gesture but I can’t 
take your money.’ Embarrassed and not knowing anything 
else to say, I figured that I might as well shoot my shot 
while I’m here and so I asked, ‘Well, if you’re not gonna 
take my money, will you at least take my number?’ He 
jumped up: ‘Yeah! Sure! I’ll take your number!’ I entered it 
into his phone and told him not to be shy. He texted me 
later that night. 

“As of now, he’s in our living room, and I’m lying in our 
bed. Engaged and currently nine months pregnant with our 
daughter, I have a scheduled C-section for next Thursday. 
Our anniversary is this Saturday.” 

2) imlost03461 wrote this: 

 
31 Source: rosie-skies, “What is the best wedding you’ve ever been to? 
Why is it the best?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 June 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y7y354wc>. 



 74 

“Yes, it started off where it didn’t work out because I 
couldn’t tell if a guy actually liked me. It started working 
only when I kept dating more guys and then figuring out 
guys’ attraction to me so that I didn’t have to wonder about 
it anymore. I made sure if I approached a guy, I’d be 
friendly and flirt only if I could tell the feeling was mutual. 

“It sucked at first getting rejected, and for a brief period of 
time I didn’t want to be judged for approaching because 
there’s so many weird stereotypes about doing that based 
on gender. So I took breaks in between and then did it 
again after learning more social cues. My expectations just 
took the situation as is, so if it worked out, then awesome, 
and if it didn’t work out, then move on the next.32 

33. “What’s the Story of How Your Significant Other 
and You Met? 

1) copydoge wrote, “I was using Tinder solely for fun, 
friendly chats with strangers and getting an ego boost from 
pretty guys matching with me. Absolutely nothing more 
than that. Then I stumbled upon a profile from someone 
named ‘Catfish’ with a profile picture of a fish and 
‘swimming through life’ as bio. Obvious troll profile but I 
swiped right for fun purposes. I got a message telling me 
‘blub’ and I played along with it. Long story short, turned 
out it was a beautiful guy with an awesome personality, and 
we decided to meet. Now we’re almost three years together 
and will be moving in together in a few months. He’s the 
best thing that ever happened to me!” 

2) IncompotentCyberg wrote, “At Rocky Horror Picture 
Show — when I was getting ready to throw toast at the 
screen, I accidentally backhanded her in the face with it. I 

 
32 Source: SheIsNormal, “Have you ever approached someone you had 
interest in? If so, how did it go?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 June 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y7m37yny>. 
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offered to buy her a drink afterward to make up for it, and 
then it took me a few days to realize that I accidentally 
went on a date.”33 

34. “What’s a Good Prank to Pull on Your SO 
[Significant Other]?” 

1) beepboopneepnoop wrote,, “Put googly eyes on random 
objects they own like their deodorant or maybe milk jug. 
Do it around the house on a couple objects that they would 
tend to use and watch them get confused throughout the 
day. It is like a treasure hunt but with googly eyes. Now, if 
they start to panic, then do admit to it immediately. This 
should be mainly harmless, though.” 

2) DrFlower2020 wrote, “I once made a shortcut on his 
phone so every time he typed the word ‘yes,’ it replaced it 
with ‘I love tacos.’” 

3) cactiawry wrote this: 

“I’m a big fan of light-hearted pranks that play on jokes in 
your relationship. For instance, back in college, my 
roommate would make fun of me for hate-watching a 
terrible teen show. I made a poster that said she was 
president of the fan club for that show and put it on her 
wall, then cut out magazine pictures and articles of the 
show and put them in surprise places — slipped in a 
textbook, under her pillow, etc. 

“Not a SO, but it translates well. It’s not messy, particularly 
annoying, or embarrassing, and it lasts for a while.”34 

 
33 Source: Vicente1miraa, “What’s the story of how your significant 
other and you met? Reddit. AskReddit. 4 July 2010 
<https://tinyurl.com/y83gwc6j>. 
34 Source: RockNRoll8090, “What’s a good prank to pull on your SO 
[Significant Other]?” Reddit. AskWomen. 3 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yahdbzj8>. 
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35. “New Moms, What was the Best / Most Useful Item 
You were Given That You Didn’t Register For, Either 
for Yourself or for Baby?”  

1) cOffeeSTAT wrote this: 

“One of my best friends, at my baby shower, said when I 
started to open her gift, ‘There’s nothing fun in there, you 
can open it later.. And I was so confused! 

“Well it wasn’t ‘fun’, but I have used all of it. 

“I called it her ‘oh, crap bag’. It had baby Tylenol, a bottle 
of pre-mixed formula, breast pads, nipple shields, nipple 
cream, A&D ointment, gas relief drops, and I can’t 
remember what else, but it was all stuff that I would need 
when poop hit the fan (usually in the middle of the night). 

“It was the most useful gift I received, and that’s what I 
have given for baby gifts ever since.” 

gruntsandwaffles commented, “I received that box, too, and 
it’s my go-to gift. Always with a nose sucky tube or bulb, 
saline nose spray, baby painkillers, baby bath wash, nappy 
rash cream, baby constipation drops, baby gas relief, cough 
relief syrup …. 

“Stuff you’ve never thought about as a first-time parent 
until you need it at 2am and the baby is screaming.” 

2) butterfliesfloat wrote, “Home-cooked meals made by 
someone other than us. It was nice to not eat out/eat fast 
food.” 

T12aq commented, “Yes! My mother-in-law filled our 
fridge and freezer the morning of the day we came home; it 
was the best thing ever to be able to just quickly heat up 
something decent in between sleepless nights and constant 
feeds.” 
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3) sbender19 wrote, “My sister-in-law. She was a 
GODSEND. She stayed with us for a few months after my 
daughter was born and helped so much considering I had 
two other kids, was suffering from horrific postpartum 
depression, and going back to a nightshift job six weeks 
after birth. If you don’t know what to get a new parent, 
offer to cook dinner, watch the baby while they nap, clean 
the house for them, help care for their other kids for a day. 
It doesn’t have to be material things! I assure you it’ll be 
appreciated!”35 

36. “What is the Pettiest Thing You’ve Done to an Ex 
During / After a Breakup?” 

1) 310throwaway wrote, “I borrowed stole my ex’s game 
console and accidentally purposely poured a two-liter bottle 
of orange soda in it. Oops!” 

2) garliccatg wrote, “When I kicked my ex out, he took all 
the Tupperware lids with him but left the bottoms of the 
containers. It’s a little thing, but it makes me mad to this 
day.”36 

37. “What’s the Scariest Thing that’s Ever Woken You 
Up During the Middle of the Night?” 

MertziePlays wrote this: 

“My children. 

 
35 Source: professorpepperjack, “New Moms, what was the best/most 
useful item you were given that you didn’t register for, either for 
yourself or for baby?” Reddit. AskWomen. 8 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8vbqejj>. 
36 Source: xli2848, “What is the pettiest thing you’ve done to an ex 
during/after a breakup?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y98edp6l>. 
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“I love them more than anything, but they are some sneaky-
a** mofos and they wake you up in a way soooo gentle, 
that you don’t realize it … 

“Then you open your eyes and they are three inches from 
your face … like ‘good morning, daddy!’ (It’s 4am.) 

“Wouldn’t change it for the world.”37 

38. “What is the Most Romantic / Passionate Kiss Your 
Significant Other has Ever Given You?” 

1) ---lizzy--- wrote, “I’d say my first kiss with my (current) 
SO. We were walking around my town around sundown / 
getting dark. We stopped at a bridge whilst it started 
slightly raining. The sun set completely and was replaced 
by a bright full moon as we stood there hugging. Then we 
looked at each other and (lightly) kissed. Felt like a proper 
romcom [romantic comedy] moment.” 

2) sylthergin22 wrote, “It’s not an Significant Other, but 
I’m currently seeing someone. He asked for consent (in a 
really cute way) before he kissed me for the first time. 
Honestly, I just melted. It was so amazing to have my 
boundaries so clearly respected. It made this stand over 
every other romantic kiss I’ve ever had.” 

3) Emptyplates wrote, “I can’t even begin to pinpoint that 
kiss. We’ve been together for 26 years, and there have been 
so many.” 

4) Shallow-ishPuddle wrote this:  

“First kiss with my current partner. We were walking back 
to his car after a VERY long first date, and I had been 
dropping hints all night. We were snuggled really close 

 
37 Source: link229, “What’s the scariest thing that’s ever woken you up 
during the middle of the night?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y7faehe3>. 
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because it had started snowing and I was ITCHING to kiss 
this guy. He was about to open the car door to let me in and 
he was saying some kind of line about wanting to kiss me 
before getting in the car, but I was already leaning in. 

“According to him, I was almost vibrating with 
excitement.” 

5) navi-iri wrote, “We had been to see the Spider Man Far 
from Home movie in a small cute cinema in a small village 
in the evening. It was raining as we got out and we took 
shelter in this archway near a church while we waited to be 
picked up by a taxi. It was kinda quiet and we kissed there. 
something about it was really special to me, idky [I don’t 
know why]. It is one of my favourite memories.”38 

39. “What’s the Most Embarrassing Thing You’ve 
Done in Front of Your Significant Other?” 

1) Salsa_Stark wrote this: 

“We were both home one weekend pretty soon after 
moving in together, and my stomach wasn’t feeling great. I 
had to run a couple errands, though, so I got dressed and 
headed out. I figured I would be fine for the half hour or so 
it would take me. 

“The first errand was picking up a package that had been 
left at our leasing office. As I walked up to the office door, 
I felt pressure in my abdomen, and carefully let out what I 
thought would be a tiny fart. It was not. I felt hot liquid 
gush out of my underwear and run down my pants leg into 
my right shoe. I immediately ran (as much as I could) back 
to my apartment. When I got there, my Significant Other 
was in the bathroom. 

 
38 Source: Noble_Dragon2210, “What is the most romantic/passionate 
kiss your S/O have ever given you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y88m354u>. 
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“‘Honey,’ I said, ‘I need to get in there, it’s kind of an 
emergency.’ He finished up and came out. I ran in, 
apologizing profusely for the smell (it was BAD), and he 
asked me what had happened. I tried to explain through the 
door, between gagging at the smell as I peeled off my 
clothes. 

“After the longest, hottest shower of my life and a trip 
down to the laundry room, I returned to our living room to 
find a very sympathetic boyfriend who offered to run the 
errands I’d been trying to do, as well as to get us something 
for dinner that would be gentle on my stomach. That’s 
when I knew he was a keeper. 

TL;DR: Pooped my pants, was very ashamed, Significant 
Other was incredibly sweet.” 

2) spokensito wrote this: 

“I was on a date with my girl. We have a casual lunch. And 
she ordered chili. Now I’m from Texas, in love chili. But 
I’m also 38, so my body can’t handle it like it used to. But I 
ain’t no chump. So I eat it. Go back to the hotel and smash. 
Still good. Belly holding up. 

“Then. 

“I fall asleep. Now guys, sometimes we fart in our sleep.  

“Apparently I farted to what was described as a moaning 
water buffalo. 

“And the best part: I didn’t even wake up for it. 

“She told me after.”39 

 
39 Source: youraveragenerd, “What’s the most embarassing thing 
you’ve done in front of your SO?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8op97hm>. 
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40. “Women Who Realized They were Lesbians After 
Years of Marriage to a Man, How Did You Realize It?” 

Missmoore66 wrote, “Not me but my mom’s cousin. She 
was married for 12 years before coming out. She worked as 
a teacher and he was a firefighter. He catered to her big 
time and did everything for her. They seemed very happy, 
though, so we were all shocked when they divorced. My 
mom asked her why they were divorcing, and she told my 
mom that she was a lesbian and wanted to be with a 
woman. She felt like she was living a lie. She said she 
always knew she was interested in women, but thought she 
was bi. She was scared to ever date a woman because she 
knew her father and brother wouldn’t approve. She realized 
a few years before the divorce that she was a lesbian, and it 
took her two years to tell her husband. He was of course 
upset, but not angry. They are still great friends. She is now 
married to a very sweet lady whom we all love. Another 
great thing that came out of this is that her daughter is a 
lesbian and never felt like she had to hide it. She’s always 
been very open about it.40 

  

 
40 Source: burningmanonacid, “Women who realized they were 
lesbians after years of marriage to a man, how did you realize it?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 15 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ycyfwaax>. 
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Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. What is Your Go-To Strategy for Getting an 
Unwanted, Aggressive Guy Out of Your Hair?” 

danicabrynne added, “After being a bartender for what 
feels like forever, I’ve seen a lot of strategies, and I’ve 
utilized a few myself. Let’s hear it: a guy you are not 
interested in is really trying to get at your beautiful lady 
self. What do you do?” 

1) nannylittle wrote, “I like bringing up having kids. Been 
my best way to scare off annoying guys. I generally carry 
around a diaper bag with me because I’m a nanny, so just 
opening that thing up works wonders. The horrified look on 
a guy’s face when he sees all the baby stuff is priceless!” 

2) TantusIncTeam wrote this: 

“The gray rock technique. 

“‘Act like a ‘gray rock,’ meaning that you become 
uninteresting and unresponsive. Using the Gray Rock 
method, your objective is to make someone lose interest in 
you. 

“By being totally bland and flat and unengaging, there is 
less risk in them getting upset or lashing out. You just 
become as boring and neutral as possible when interacting 
with them.” 

3) danicabrynne wrote, “I saw one girl at the bar let a guy 
buy her a drink, and right as I finished making it, she said 
to the guy, ‘Can you hold on to that? I think I sh[*]t my 
pants a little. I’ll be right back.’ Guy left very quickly, and 
she returned to a free drink. She said if he would have stuck 
around, she would have given him a chance because ‘Dang, 
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you really must like a girl if you can tolerate her sh[*]tting 
her pants.’”41 

42. “Those Who Grew Up in Functional, Healthy 
Families But has a Significant Other or Friends Who 
Grew Up Dysfunctional and Toxic Families or 
Otherwise, What Surprised You Most?” 

Lionheart7 wrote this: 

“I come from a dysfunctional family. No physical abuse, 
but no love either. In 9th grade I had dinner at a friend’s 
house. Her entire family sat at the table together and her 
parents cooked a homemade meal. I thought that only 
happened in movies! 

“Then, I was even more shocked when I found out this 
happened EVERY NIGHT!” 

destria commented: 

“I have a very similar story. I went to a friend’s house after 
school as we were heading out to a play that evening. Her 
family filtered in one by one at different times, but they all 
came into the living room and sat around, talking about 
their days, and then ate a homecooked meal together. After 
dinner they sort of did their own thing but still in each 
other’s vicinity so they could chat. That blew my mind. 

“In my family, we would come home and immediately go 
up to our rooms. We sort our own dinners out and usually 
eat in our rooms, too. It’s basically deathly silent (lots of 
visitors I’ve had comment on it).” 

Charley789 commented: 

 
41 Source: danicabrynne, “What is your go-to strategy for getting an 
unwanted, aggressive guy out of your hair?” Reddit. AskWomen. 18 
July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4mcthfd>. 
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“I grew up having dinner round a table every night. Both of 
my parents came from abusive families, my mum’s was 
emotionally abusive, and my dad’s was mentally, 
physically, and emotionally abusive. They have been 
together over 40 years. They have always told me that they 
wouldn’t ever want me or my brothers going through the 
things they went through, and they did their absolute best to 
make sure we had such happy childhoods and that 
functional family. I thought what we did was normal, until I 
grew up and saw other families were very different. Even 
now some of my dad’s side of the family are very 
dysfunctional. 

“I work with mainly 16- to 18-year-olds, many of whom 
have such terrible home lives. I sometimes think I would 
love to give them some normality in their lives. Many don’t 
even get a warm meal let alone get to sit round a table with 
loved ones conversing. 

“Some of my fondest memories are of all of us chatting 
round the table all evening and when visitors or family 
came round they would just grab another chair and join in. I 
would love that for my own family one day.” 

Originallyoriginal10 commented, “I volunteer in a youth 
mentoring group where I pair up with a young child and 
once a week a pair will prepare and cook a meal (pre 
organised) for the whole group and we will all sit at the 
table and eat and then play games afterwards. These 
children generally don’t eat a dinner let alone at the dinner 
table.”42 

 
42 Source: yesiamafraud, “Those who grew up in functional, healthy 
families but has an SO/friends who grew up dysfunctional and toxic 
families — or otherwise, what surprised you most?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 15 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3aodv5q>. 
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43. “What’s a Wholesome Secret You Have?” 

1) elite_berries wrote, “When I was little, I used to secretly 
put my money in my parents’ wallets so they could have it 
without knowing.” 

2) lizzygetsstrong wrote, “Whenever I drive my dad’s car, I 
either give it back with a full tank of gas and/or leave some 
coins in it, that he can use for the vacuum cleaner. I earn 
more money than him already and I’m not even done with 
my bachelor’s degree and have prospects of a much bigger 
salary than he will ever dream of and I know he doesn’t 
want me to spend money on him, so I try to do these little 
things that I know help him out when things are tight. One 
day I want to buy a new nice car for him, but I know it 
would hurt his pride (like it would kinda hurt mine, because 
I want to take care of everyone and not be on the receiving 
end).” 

inflateablefish commented: 

“Aww, that’s super thoughtful! 

“Speaking as someone who’s made this mistake in the past 
(i.e. thrown money around without thinking how it felt to 
be the person receiving it), I’d say that his self-respect is 
likely more important to him than anything money could 
buy. 

“How about, once you’re making serious money, you buy 
yourself a nice new car — just the kind he’d recommend — 
then after a year or so come up with an excuse why you 
don’t want it and ask him if he’ll take it off your hands? 
That way he gets the car and also can feel like he’s being 
frugal for the family.” 

Lizzygetsstrong replied, “My dad is so selfless, it makes 
me cry sometimes, how he must struggle on a daily basis. 
But I also don’t want to devaluate all his effort to take care 
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of his family. And having him take care of my ‘mistake’ 
sounds like a good thank you for all of it :)” 

3) shaka_sulu wrote, “In our house we have a safe. In the 
safe there is an envelope of our online accounts and PW 
[Personal Wishes?] in case one of us dies. One of the notes 
is instructions to an email account my wife doesn’t know. 
If she accesses the account, she’ll find hundreds of love 
letters (or love emails) to her.” 

4) Bma1500 wrote this: 

“My boyfriend tends to grind his teeth at night during his 
deepest sleep cycles and usually while having a stressful 
dream. To help lull him out of the bad dream and get him to 
relax so he doesn’t wake up with a sore jaw, I start rubbing 
his arm, gently call out his name, and in an overly loving 
whisper say things like ‘I love you. You’re the best. I’m 
right here.’ And then I ask him to please stop grinding his 
teeth. 

“He always responds with happy murmurs even though 
he’s dead asleep and he calms down enough that he stops 
grinding and drifts back off to sleep without ever actually 
waking up. He usually has no idea when I do this, and I just 
smile when he says he slept great the night before.” 

5) gingesic wrote this: 

“I put together a surprise Christmas for my sister, her 
husband, and their five kids about a decade ago after 
finding out they didn’t have any money for presents due to 
emergency expenses. 

“I dropped off family presents for the twelve days prior to 
the holiday (coats one night, a big dinner one night, hot 
chocolate kits, etc.) and once my (then) husband’s 
ridiculously rich family found out what I was doing, they 
joined the cause. By Christmas Eve we had about $4k in 
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presents ranging from clothes, to toys, to Home Depot gift 
cards to drop off. We hired a Santa lookalike to ring the 
doorbell at 10pm and drop the toys off for us. He also 
ended up giving them $500 of his own money. 

“She still has no idea who was behind it to this day, and I 
hope she never finds out. She and her now-grown kids still 
talk about ‘the magic Christmas Santa visited us.’” 

6) miguellagitarra wrote, “In high school, I started a 
Compliments page for my school on Facebook. People 
would write in compliments about each other and I’d post 
them anonymously. I was deeply depressed and wanted to 
make a positive impact in my community when I felt really 
powerless. I never told anyone who was behind it, but 
knowing the kindness people showed their friends and 
classmates was really special and solidified my faith in 
humanity when I was at a real low point in my life.” 

7) BaginMulberry wrote, “I tell each of my pets I love them 
and goodnight before we go to sleep.” 

8) OmegaVoodoo wrote, “When I was very young, I was 
told all dogs had very good hearing so whenever I saw one 
in public, I would whisper how good they are.” 

9) RinaFrost wrote, “I’m the person secretly sending the 
flowers to the elderly ladies at the nursing home once a 
month. They deserve it and are the sweetest things.” 

10) “I won’t share this with anyone, but once I was at a 
diner that had one of those grapple arcade machines. I saw 
two little girls trying to get an Elsa stuffed figure, and they 
ended up losing their money trying to get it, so I called 
them over, and said I would win it for them. Once I said it I 
was scared because I realized I promised something that I 
couldn’t do, but I got super lucky and got it first try. I gave 
it to the girls, it made their day, and their smiles made 
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mine. Moral of the story? Little things like that can make a 
big difference, so go make someone’s day. :)” 

BabydollhHasMoxie commented, “That happened to me 
once when I was like five, but I still remember how happy 
that little stuffed bear made me. I even remember the guy’s 
letterman jacket being red and his girlfriend put one of 
those temporary tattoo things on my hand. Little stuff like 
that sticks with you when you’re young. It was my first 
clear memory of a complete stranger being selfless and 
kind to me. So I have no doubts those girls will remember 
you!” 

11) IAmOzziamdias wrote, “Every year my school did this 
thing where you could by someone a chocolate rose on 
Valentine's Day and choose to remain anonymous. They 
were like 10 dollars and really crummy. But every year I’d 
save what I could and buy the people I thought were least 
likely to get one a rose so they had a good day.” 

12) IJustDontGetIt5 wrote this: 

“My mom divorced my abusive father when I was 10. She 
was going through a hard time, sleep walking and doing 
weird stuff. I would wake up and bring her back to bed. 

“One night, I got up out of bed to check on her. She was 
sleeping peacefully. So I just stood there and watched her. 
Then I kissed her on the cheek and went back to bed. 

“Years later, I overheard her telling a friend about that 
rough time in her life. And how one night, she felt like she 
was kissed by an angel and finally found peace. 

“I guess I was her angel.”43 

 
43 Source: sittingonapinecone, “What’s a wholesome secret you have?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3aodv5q>. 
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44. “What’s Something that You Love About Your 
Dad?” 

1) lolocatlover wrote, “He cares so much about if his kids 
are all right. For example, when my sister had to get her 
thyroid tested for hormone issues, he started like a whole 
research project to see what might be wrong and didn’t 
sleep at all. Also, when I got a blood test back saying that I 
was deficient in some nutrients, he spent hours making a 
list of recipes to make my diet rich in those nutrients, and 
he went to the store and bought a ton of nutrient-rich foods 
for me.” 

IllyriaGodKing commented, “When I was diagnosed with 
celiac disease, my Dad made sure the pasta dishes that I 
loved so much that he made were exactly the same, only 
with gluten-free pasta. Every Christmas he makes a 
separate pan of lasagna or baked ziti with gluten-free pasta 
for me, crushes Rice Chex for breadcrumbs for the 
meatballs, etc. He (and my mom) made sure I would never 
have to eat crappy food.” 

Imyya commented, “Do we have the same dad? My dad is 
absolutely the most caring person ever. He’s been 
bedridden for almost a decade now, but if he hears you just 
cough or sneeze, he’ll get up despite being barely able to 
and asks if you are all right and if you had taken anything 
to relieve the symptoms. I’d expect him to not be paying 
attention to these things seeing how sick he is himself, but 
he still always worries about his adult kids’ wellbeing. An 
angel.” 

2) thecrocodile44 wrote this: 

“Many little girls think their dad is their hero, and I’m no 
different. He was always there when his family needed 
him; he kept a roof over our heads and our vehicles 
running. He always had a smile on his face when we 
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accomplished something, even if it was silly and 
insignificant to most others. His dad jokes were eye-roll 
worthy. His hugs were the best. 

“I was blessed to get 20 years with him before he passed 
away. I miss him terribly.” 

3) StaleRomantic wrote, “He’s ‘Mr. Mom’. My mom was 
never nurturing and never liked me much, but my dad tried 
to make up for that by making me the center of his 
universe. He’s also really comfortable with himself and his 
masculinity, enough to do ‘feminine’ things like be ecstatic 
about cooking, and fashion, and his favorite reality tv 
shows. He always fills me in on the latest 90 Day Fiancé 
episodes, but also taught me to be self-sufficient and would 
always say, ‘If I teach you nothing else, I’ll teach you that 
you don’t need anyone else in this world but you.’ I love 
my dad :)” 

ednasmom commented, “My dad always called himself Mr. 
Mom. He sounds much like your dad. My mom left the 
picture, and he and I endured some hard times. But during 
my adulthood I’ve reflected back and realized how 
important it was that he made me the center of his universe, 
too. Because he was also comfortable with his masculinity 
and he let go of old habits, he allowed me to be confident 
and always made sure I was able to hold my own. When I 
wanted to get my ears pierced, I was scared so he did it 
with me. When I wanted to do photo shoots, he did them 
with me. He was my biggest fan. He passed away nine 
years ago yesterday. I was 16. Hold onto your dad extra 
tight! There is nothing better than a Mr. Mom.” 

4) SleepFlower80 wrote this: 

“I stayed over in February, the night before driving up to 
Liverpool from London. I was setting off at half-past 5 in 
the morning and expected to be up and out by myself. 
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My dad woke up half an hour before me and, while I was 
getting ready, went out to de-ice my car and drove it around 
a bit so that it was warm when I got in. It was something he 
didn’t think twice about (when I thanked him, he was like, 
‘That’s what dads do’), but it meant a lot to me and just 
sums him up — little things like that make him the best — 
to me.” 

5) elvra wrote, “I’m 28 (and married) and every time I go 
home, my dad fills up my car and checks my oil before I 
head home. It’s his love language.” 

6) BitterPillPusher wrote this: 

“My parents divorced when I was 11 or 12. I chose to live 
with my dad. My mom wasn’t abusive or anything, but she 
was far from nurturing. You could tell that she just didn’t 
enjoy being a mother. 

“My dad, on the other hand, loved being a dad. He loved 
kids (he was a 5th grade teacher and later a 7th grade math 
teacher). My dad would do things like make pancakes with 
us. My mom would make pancakes FOR us sometimes. But 
my dad actually let us measure things, stir, flip them — 
actually make them (supervised, of course). My mom 
would never do that because we would make a mess or take 
too long or ruin them. My dad let us make those mistakes, 
and it taught us how to figure things out for ourselves, gave 
us confidence that we could do more than we thought we 
could, and showed us it was OK to make mistakes 
sometimes. 

“If I did something wrong, got a bad grade, didn’t do 
homework or something, my mom would just get mad and 
punish me. My dad would TALK to me. That’s not to say 
he never grounded me as a teenager or anything, he did. 
But he would always talk to me, ask me what was going on. 
If there was a problem, he’d help me find the solution. He 
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wouldn’t just fix it himself or leave me on my own to 
figure it out. He would work with me. Kids know when 
they mess up. They don’t need to be berated for it. A big 
theme in all of this was he’d let me try. He’d let me try to 
make pancakes when I was little. He’s let me try to figure 
out tough situations. He’d let me try to solve a problem. 
But I also knew that he would always, always be there to 
help me when I needed it. 

“He didn’t treat me differently because I was a girl. (I have 
an older brother.) He played catch with me, coached my 
softball team, took me to football games (to this day, I 
absolutely LOVE football), made me mow the lawn (I 
didn’t get a pass because I was a girl), taught me how to 
change a tire, jump start a car, and drive a stick shift. We 
watched together when the Phillies won the World Series. 
He took me to the parade when the Flyers won the Stanley 
Cup. 

“If there was anything my father loved more than being a 
dad, it was teaching. He was a brilliant, fun teacher. We 
lost my dad in 2012. Over 500 people came to my dad’s 
funeral, hundreds of them were former students from 
decades before. One told me about how her parents liked to 
drink, so my dad would sit with her every morning and help 
her with her homework. And not just her math homework, 
but all of her homework. And she never forgot it. One 
woman, now in her 40s, told me about how she was a new 
student who entered in the middle of the year. She didn’t 
know anybody, so my dad played catch with her every day 
at recess. The rest of the class would join in, and she 
quickly made a lot of friends. She pointed out that my dad 
didn’t have playground duty. He did this during his free 
(lunch) period. Another told me about how he was on a 
swim team (not affiliated with the school at all) and was 
really nervous about a big meet. My dad showed up to 
support him. On a Saturday. In a town two hours away. No 
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less than half a dozen people told me they became a teacher 
because of my dad. 

“I miss him every day. My oldest daughter was only four 
when he died, and she doesn’t remember him. It breaks my 
heart that they never really got to know him. But he was 
truly the most amazing father and human being, and I’m so 
thankful that somehow he was my dad. I’m sorry that I 
completely hi-jacked your post. I just want everyone to 
know how wonderful he was and that there really are good 
people, especially good men, in this world because it 
doesn’t always feel that way.” 

7) wishitwouldrainaus wrote, “My dad passed away some 
years ago now and I am getting on myself. I lived in 
different social times, I guess, young in the 60’s/70’s. My 
mum died by her own hand when I was 10, leaving me with 
a quiet stereotype of a dad for those times. The man 
worked. and the wife kept the house. Kind of, mum was a 
drug addict and alcoholic after several horrible surgeries, 
until she left. He had absolutely no idea what to do with a 
ten-year-old girl, but we muddled along somehow. There 
were some wonderful things he taught me. He gave me a 
love of cooking because it was something we had to learn 
together, from baking bread and cakes to casseroles and 
roasts. I use so many still. His bacon-wrapped roast chicken 
with herbs and lemon stuffing is still on rotation. He gave 
me a love of music and reading. Nothing was off limits as 
far as books went. If I wanted to give it a go, it was fine 
with him. He gave me a love of nature and wildlife; we 
used to walk in the bush and as we lived near the beach we 
would take walks around the headland at sunset in summer. 
I had chooks and ducks, lizards and stray dogs and cats that 
‘followed me home, I swear, dad’; they were taken in and 
kept or moved on to another good home. My first horse that 
we both really learned how to care for. A love and 
appreciation of bird watching. Letting me ‘help’ when he 
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was working on his cars. Patience. There were lots of hard 
times, too, but these are some of the positive things I carry 
with me still that make me smile.” 

8) mostchicken wrote, “My dad never treated me any 
differently because I was a girl. He taught me how to work 
on cars, keep my house in good running order, and played 
sports with me. He had very uncomfortable conversations 
with me at an appropriate age about sex and never once 
made me feel like I was dirty, shouldn’t be having those 
thoughts, etc. He wasn’t always the greatest dad, but 
looking back (especially compared to how some of my 
friends were raised), I will always appreciate him.” 

9) CherubKnees wrote, “He cares so much for the people 
he loves. He’s an attorney with a small practice: just 
himself and a partner. He puts all of his money and 
attention towards my sister and me starting up our 
lives/careers, his girlfriend who is a four-time cancer 
survivor and my grandmother in her 90s. He lives very 
modestly because of this. It doesn’t matter how much we 
refuse and say that he should keep it for himself. He will 
just show up at your door and shower you with food and 
fun little gifts. When he hears I have caught a cold or the 
flu, he shows up at my apartment and brings cases of 
Gatorade (he believes it’s the cure-all for everything.) He 
researches things I’m interested in because he likes to tell 
me the latest news about them. He calls me every day just 
to check that I’m all right. He’s such an amazing dad. I 
wish I had the means to give him even a percentage of what 
he does for me. He’s always been my biggest supporter. 
My goal is to make my life stable enough so when he’s 
older and needs care, I can take care of him like he’s done 
for me.” 

10) MrsMellowCake wrote this: 
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“I love my dad’s taste in music. He and I were always 
close; my mother was abusive towards us both and he 
would cocoon me from it as much as he could. We used to 
listen to records together to try and drown her out. My first 
vivid memory is of snuggling up next to him in our big 
velvet armchair, him putting a pair of giant headphones on 
my tiny head, and him putting ELO’s [Electric Light 
Orchestra’s] Out Of The Blue on for us both to hear for the 
first time, which would have made me about four years old. 
I remember winding the curly cord around my fingers, 
watching the needle on the EQ jump back and forth and 
studying the album cover, trying to count the astronauts 
with him. It became our ‘thing.’ Every time he got a new 
record, out came the headphones and we squeezed into that 
chair and listened until I was eight years old and I got my 
own record player. I grew up being obsessed with music, 
and being able to use it as an escape when times got tough 
has really helped a few times. Music has always been the 
thing that I couldn’t do without, I ran a record store and 
married a guitarist, so it’s this thread that’s always been 
there and it’s definitely because of my dad. I did that 30-
day music challenge on Facebook and SO much of what I 
posted had links to him without me even realising it. 

“My dad hasn’t had a record player for years, but I got one 
for my birthday last summer and he turned up on my 
doorstep with piles and piles of the old records we used to 
listen to. He kept every single one, even though he couldn’t 
listen to them anymore. He’s not very enthusiastic with his 
emotions, and I’m the same (probably because of my 
mother) but things like that let me know that he has all the 
feels, but expresses them in his own way, which makes me 
love him all the more.” 

11) Dreamsong_Druid wrote this: 
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“My father was the type of person who treated everyone 
equally: with great respect and care. It didn’t matter who 
you were, he would listen to you, engage with you and 
show you kindness. He was a judge (in the UK), and when 
he retired there was literally no space left in the court 
where they had his retirement ceremony. They put the 
ceremony on the TVs around the courthouse and the 
corridors were filled with people. If you were appearing 
before him, he tried very hard to provide restorative justice 
believing in second chances and rehabilitation, obviously, 
this was not always possible, but where it was he tried to 
provide it. 

“He saw wonder in absolutely everything, he knew how 
lucky he was to have what he had and always tried to instill 
that in us. Which was hard because my mother was the 
exact opposite to him (batsh[*]t insane). 

“He got sick when I was in my late teens and spent the next 
ten years slowly declining; he knew what was coming, 
what his end would be, but he remained this kind and 
caring person. Even when his illness robbed him of his 
memory, robbed him of his brilliant power of speech, and 
confined him to a bed, helpless and reliant on others, he 
remained to his core a kind and loving person. His telling 
his carers that he loved them and smiling at them, despite 
my mother’s abuse, resulted in the carers loving looking 
after my dad. 

“He was a truly amazing human being; he showed immense 
strength and courage and was the best role model I could 
have had. That is one of the many things I love about him. I 
miss him every day and wish I could have had that adult 
child/parent relationship that I see so many people 
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enjoying. It would have been amazing to know him that 
way. He was wonderful.”44 

45. “What is the Story of Your Worst Date?” 

1) cooldart61 wrote this: 

“After a first date of dinner and a movie, he asked if I’d 
like to ‘have some fun.’” 

“I said No. 

“He apologized for overstepping himself. 

“I told him, ‘Hey, I totally understand and it’s okay!’ 

“Now the confusing part … he took my word ‘okay’ as 
consent for ‘I totally want to do sex now.’ 

“So he immediately and quickly took off his pants. 

“Such awkwardness when I explained it was still a no.” 

2) lilbebelenwrote, “He stuck his fingers in my dessert, 
licked his fingers, and did it again! I ordered a lemon 
meringue pie and offered him to some; he said ‘no’ only to 
then proceed to say ‘actually that looks good’ and sticks his 
fingers in for a taste. Yuck.” 

3) Cozy_Caterpillar wrote this: 

“I went out one night with some of my girlfriends. I was 
the young, naive girl in our group. We went to this bar that 
is on a lake and had a great time drinking margaritas. I met 
a guy … we danced, laughed … really clicked! My 
girlfriends were ready to go … I didn’t want to. He was 
making promises that he could get me home, but the DD 
[Designated Driver] in our group put her foot down and 

 
44 Source: YetAnotherSmith, “What’s something that you love about 
your dad?” Reddit. AskWomen. 17 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y34zw7zu>. 
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said we had to go. We exchanged numbers and made 
promises to talk soon, and the DD took us girls home. 

“The next day, I get a text from him! I’m so excited 
because he had to be interested if he texts the next day, 
right? We make plans for dinner and he offers to pick me 
up. 

“Him: ‘So, pick you up at the same address?’ 

“Me: ‘Same address? What are you talking about?’ 

“Him: ‘The house I dropped you off at.’ 

“Me: ‘You didn’t drop me off.’ 

“Him: ‘Shut up. We had sex in your driveway.’ 

“Me: ‘Umm … no, we did not.’ 

“Him: ‘Yes, we did!’ 

“Me: ‘I’m really confused. And I think you are, too … but 
I’m not the girl you went home with last night.’ 

“So the date died before it ever got started. Grateful for the 
DD, though! She was a lifesaver.” 

4) Uninhibitedrmr wrote, “I had been seeing this guy for a 
few months, but he kept me on the downlow / didn’t want 
to commit. Finally, he took me out to dinner in public — 
we sat at the bar. A little after we ordered, his two friends 
got to the bar and he immediately got up before they 
spotted us. He went over to them and sat and ate dinner 
with them and texted me not to come over. SO I sat alone 
for most of the night until his friends left.” 

Bitter_Mongoose commented, “He was / is married.” 

5) [Name Censored] wrote this: 
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“I went out with guy from work whom I didn’t know much 
about. He turned out to be a dick in many ways and was 
drunk when I showed up. Lowlight of the night was when 
he started douchily heckling the small cover band that was 
playing in the bar. The guy on the mic said, ‘I’ll give you 
10 dollars out of my own pocket if you can tell me this 
girl’s name,’ and you guessed it, he literally blanked on my 
name in front of a room full of people. 

“Edit: Forgot the kicker. The next day he texted me saying, 
‘You can try again,’ as if I was the one who blew it.” 

6) The8thloser wrote, “He said he was taking me out to 
dinner. He took me to a homeless shelter to eat. I felt so 
guilty.” 

7) TedW wrote this: 

“I got a girl’s number and went to the dentist a few days 
later. Four wisdom teeth and a lot of drugs later, I 
apparently showed the dentist her number as my emergency 
pickup. 

“I have no memory of these events, but apparently she 
picked me up, took me to the pharmacy for my medication, 
and dropped me off at my apartment, where I passed out. 

“That was our first and only date. Apparently, I didn’t 
make a good impression. Can’t blame her for that. 

“I have no idea why the dentist office asked drugged-up me 
for a pickup number. I assume they couldn’t reach my 
primary help number, but I never asked.” 
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Hawa11ytl3 commented, “That’s a sweet woman, though. I 
hope you at least asked her where you could send 
flowers.”45 

46. “What was Your Most Impressive First Date?” 

1) SilkySoftKitty, a female, wrote this: 

“Would a date that is impressive in a wholesome way 
count? Expensive dates aren’t really impressive, tbh [to be 
honest] — they feel too flashy. 

“The most impressive (in a wholesome way) first date that I 
went on started as just drinks and nachos at a local bar. It 
went really well so we went for a walk under the street 
lamps on the waterfront for a few hours having great 
conversation, then ended up at a boardgame cafe where we 
played games and chatted and laughed for a few hours. 

“She walked me home and we kissed under the moonlight. 
It was such a mesmerizing night. She always had 
something fun planned around the corner. 

“I’ve been on dates with men and women who tried to 
impress me with money or status, but none impressed me 
or were as enjoyable as the date she took me on. It was 
magical.” 

2) bluejay_way wrote, “On our first date, my husband took 
me to my favorite restaurant and we stayed there for over 
five hours, talking and laughing until the place was closing 
and we literally got kicked out. It was the best date I ever 
had because we were just so compatible, and it was so easy 
being with him. I knew we were gonna have something 
special.” 

 
45 Source: theredheadedcrafter, “what is the story of your worst date?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 19 July 2020 https://tinyurl.com/yybpe8ky>. 
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3) butterfliesfloat wrote, “My first date with my husband. 
Hole-in-the wall Chinese food place, stayed there talking 
for about five hours until it closed. I canceled the date I had 
with someone else the next week, and we’ve been together 
ever since.” 

4) Nice_Relationship_24 wrote, “My first date with my 
future husband. Two years ago, we first met at a Nespresso 
Cafe in Montreal. We were inside and we were so into each 
other, talking so when a waiter came to ask us to leave the 
place. We didn’t understand, and we were ready to reply 
then we heard ‘but it’s the procedure when there is a fire!’ 
We finally looked at the place, and a big fire smoke was 
everywhere! We took our coffees and finished them in the 
street, in the snow, between the firefighters’ trucks.”46 

47. “Have You Ever had a ‘Movie-Moment’ in Your 
Life? What Happened?” 

1) drunkenknitter wrote, “My husband surprised me with a 
trip to Venice and proposed to me, and right after I said 
‘yes’ and kissed him, the church bells started ringing all 
over the city. (It was 6pm, so they were just ringing to mark 
the hour; good timing, though.)” 

2) tirin wrote, “My friend and I went to New York for a 
long weekend several years ago. We found out while we 
were there that it was fleet week and the city was crawling 
with USMC and Navy guys. We met two guys who were 
friends, grabbed drinks that night and as they were walking 
us back to our hotel, the one guy kissed me. It felt like time 
stopped. Like in a movie when the world is still moving 
around the couple, but everything is in slow motion and 
really quiet, which is impossible in the middle of NYC.” 

 
46 Source: The_CameronVal, “What was your most impressive first 
date?” Reddit. AskWomen. 19 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3dgzg68>. 
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3) idkwhat3writehere wrote this: 

“A few years ago when I was visiting family in Europe, I 
would go on daily walks. And one day it was raining, so I 
had an umbrella with me. Out of nowhere, I felt a boop on 
top of my umbrella. When I looked behind me, there was a 
guy around my age, and he did a cute little salute before 
walking away. 

“Not sure if it counts, but it’s one of my favorite 
experiences.” 

4) titlleofyourtape wrote this: 

“I hung out with a busker named Justus for a whole night in 
the streets of Brussels. I had had a sh[*]t trip and was in 
Brussels just for a day trying to make my way home to 
Berlin, so I had no desire of doing anything. I just bought a 
couple of cigarettes and sat down on the street in front of 
him playing. He came over after his set with a couple of 
beers and we talked. Then we walked. Then we went to the 
market square and lay down and talked for hours. A group 
of three Italians approached us, signaled to his guitar and 
asked if they could play. One of them grabbed the guitar, 
and we all began to sing. Then a French couple joined. 
Then some Argentinians. Soon enough, a group of maybe 
20+ tourists were sitting in a circle, sharing drinks, cigs, 
and weed and passing Justus’ guitar around, singing. 
Eventually the cops came because it was past 2am and 
there were noise complaints, but even they seemed sorry to 
break us up — sh[*]t was that wholesome. 
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“Justus and I eventually dipped [left], went to eat, chilled at 
a park, and then we parted ways come sunrise. I still can’t 
believe he / that happened.”47 

48. “Ladies, What’s the Best Thing You have Done to 
Bring a Guy to Happy Tears?  

1) diamondsnstones wrote: “Married him. Gave birth to his 
children (three times). Those are the only times I’ve seen 
him shed happy tears.” 

2) drunkenknitter wrote, “Said ‘yes’ when he proposed. 
Married him. Got pregnant with him. Had a baby with 
him.” 

3) NeuroticOcelot wrote, “I’ve never seen my boyfriend 
cry happy tears, though he says I have made him do it a 
couple times. But I’ve made my dad cry out of pride, and 
he cries when he first sees me every time I get to come 
visit. (I only get to see him like once a year because of 
work.)” 

4) ohno_spaghetti_o wrote, “Gave him a bouquet of 
flowers for Valentine’s. He was 30 and had never received 
flowers before. He loved the feeling.” 

5) Falcom-Ace wrote, “Early on in our relationship, he was 
having a really hard time with his insecurities / mental 
health / etc. one night and was having a lot of second-
guessing regarding whether I actually wanted anything to 
do with him due to it, or whether he deserved such 
attention. I basically told him that his insecurities didn’t 
‘bother’ me, that they didn’t affect my love for him, that 
I’ve wanted him in my life in some capacity every day 
since I was 13 (including when we weren’t talking for like 

 
47 Source: BlueberryQuik, “Have you ever had a ‘movie-moment’ in 
your life? What happened?” Reddit. AskWomen. 20 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yypqce3v>. 
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a year), and that he deserved it whether he was ready to 
accept that or not. I told him I’d tell him that however often 
he needed to hear it, and I still reaffirm that to him to this 
day if he needs it ~five years later, and I will continue to do 
so.” 

6) Successful-Text wrote this: 

“I brought him groceries and medicine when he was really 
sick (before we lived together). I stayed, cleaned up a bit, 
and made sure he was ok. He broke down then. 

“When we got married, he choked up then, too.” 

7) Kesha_but_in_2010 wrote, “My boyfriend has an elderly 
dog that we’ve thought would die soon for literally years 
and we love to pieces. Last Christmas I ordered a kid’s 
book that was personalized to be a story of your own dog 
going on some wild adventure only to realize it loved its 
owner and home more than all the fun times it had after 
running away. Anyway, the dog in the book looked just like 
his dog and he cried (mostly happy tears). I was nervous he 
would think it was silly / dumb, so it really pleased me that 
he was so emotional about it. He still has it on his mantle at 
his apartment.”48 

49. “What is It Like to be Pregnant in Russia? Do You 
Feel Protected?” 

ArtAnvonavi wrote this: 

“Yes, I do feel protected. I’m pregnant, and pregnant 
women are like super priority to the state; we are one of 
THE most protected categories of citizens: both on an 
official and on a personal level. 

 
48 Source: ahtemsah, “Ladies, what the best thing have you done to 
bring a guy to tears? (Happy tears)?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxwa9kfq>. 
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“I am provided nine liters of milk and four liters of vitamin 
juice every month for free. I am provided vitamins for free. 
And all the medical service is for free, I go to various 
doctors every week and don’t pay a penny. Also, I cannot 
be fired no matter how I screw up at work. 

“Not only am I entitled to lots of things by law, but people 
overall are super caring and protective. Taxi drivers and 
cashiers, doctors, and delivery workers, everyone runs to 
help me even if I haven’t asked. My usually angry manager 
now clucks around me like a chicken mommy. 

“Today I went to a Level 1 doctor to get appointments to 
two Level 2 doctors (the thing is that I can’t get an 
appointment to Level 2 doctors by myself, only through a 
Level 1 doctor), so instead of scheduling an appointment 
through the computer base, he asked if maybe I want these 
appointments today, then ran away from his office, came 
back in a minute, and said that I can go to Doctor A right 
now, and to the Doctor B an hour later. Usually it takes one 
to one-and-a-half weeks to wait for your turn. He just asked 
his colleagues if they don’t mind to see me right now. Both 
agreed. So three of them helped me today without me 
asking. I didn’t mind to wait for my turn for a week or 
two.”49 

50. “Ladies, What’s the Coolest Thing Your Friend / 
Sister / Mom / Aunt / Grandmother has Ever Done?” 

1) slymomma wrote, “My nana took full guardianship of 
my (then) 12-year-old sister when our mother died so I 
(then 22) didn’t have to. Changed all our lives for the good. 
I can never repay that.” 

 
49 Source: KERELL107, “Women in Russia, do you feel protected in 
everyday life? Share your emotions!” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y372n97t>. 
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2) samo9i wrote, “My mother came to a western country 
with no family — just her and three kids (under 10 years 
old) — had to adapt on her own, find a way to pay the bills, 
learn the language, integrate and bring the kids to school on 
her own with no other facilities other than her bike (which 
she still has and doesn’t want to throw out). I have mad 
respect for her risking everything for us. She used to be a 
successful businesswoman at a bank, but she sacrificed it 
for us. I could never find a way to pay all of that back.” 

spinningfans commented, “My mom’s story is somewhat 
similar. She left her family, home, and everyone she knew 
to come to America at the age of 21 when she was pregnant 
with my brother. She knew that she had to give her children 
a better life with more opportunities. She landed in this 
cold foreign place with $10, not knowing any English, and 
worked her [*]ss  off. She worked two labor-intensive jobs 
and cooked / cleaned for an Indian family who took her in. 
Despite all of the hardships she faced, she is incredibly 
graceful and loving. My mom is an amazing human being, 
and I am constantly in awe of how strong she is. I don’t 
think I could do or put up with half the sh[*]t she did.” 

3) reset_2020 wrote, “My grandma was a boss. When my 
uncle got cancer as a teen, she was told the only way to 
save him was to get surgery in the States to remove the 
tumor. So she sold all her jewelry, she organized 
fundraisers, she even went to the news and was on national 
tv. When she reached her goal, she bought plane tickets and 
took my uncle to the States, saved his life. She had to stay 
with him for two years, worked any and every job she 
could to get by. When they gave him the ok, my uncle 
chose to stay (he was 18 by then) and she came back to our 
country to raise the rest of her family.” 

4) PMME-YOUR-FEELINGS wrote, “My grandma 
escaped the DDR (East Germany) when she was 17 and 
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came to an orphanage where she was the oldest and had to 
cook for over 100 children and their caretakers. She had no 
idea how to feed so many mouths and had to teach herself. 
Later she became a nurse, and now at 80 she’s still an 
incredibly strong, intelligent and independent woman who 
values family very much. She is the pillar of our family.” 

5) syd_ann96 wrote, “My grandmother survived Japanese 
occupation in the Philippines during WW2 when she was a 
young girl. Soldiers would often go through villages to rape 
young girls. My grandma has hid in secret rooms, under 
canoes, in surrounding jungles, up in trees … just about 
anywhere you can fit a five-year-old child. Sometimes she 
had the help of an adult, but often it was everyone for 
themselves. However, she often had even younger girls 
around her and she would hide them first before she hid. 
Probably the most badass thing about her is that she was 
never caught. 

6) Pink_Flody29 wrote this: 

“I suffered a catastrophic brain injury as a child, and her 
tireless advocacy was a big part of my recovery. One 
doctor ignored repeated calls from her she made because 
the dosage for my seizure meds was so high it was making 
me incoherent. Eventually, she ended up pouring the 
medication down the drain. Then she tracked down said 
doctor and stood outside a conference room until he 
finished a meeting … so she could officially fire him in 
person. 

“Once I was released as an inpatient, she drove me to and 
from therapy (several hours round trip) five days a week for 
a year. 

“My mom is awesome!” 

7) BeeFaith wrote, “Last year my mom donated one of her 
kidneys to my grandfather. She is the hero of our family.” 
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8) MinimalistFan wrote, “My mother went to work as a 
teacher for the Department of Defense in the late 1950s. 
She lived in Europe and traveled all over there, sometimes 
alone and sometimes with likeminded female friends. She 
didn’t marry my dad until she was 31, quite late for her 
day. She gave me the desire to live and work overseas as 
well, which I have done and continue to do. She (along 
with my dad) taught all her children to be independent 
thinkers and to try new stuff.” 

9) ithinkidonotthink wrote this: 

“My grandma chose to work after getting married not only 
for additional income for her family but also to give her a 
sense of financial freedom. This was in a time and place 
where women rarely worked outside the home and were not 
respected for it. This also inspired a few of her female 
family members to start careers of their own. 

“An aunt moved to a different country and made a life for 
herself all by herself. She did not get married and ‘settle 
down’ until her late thirties after she was already 
established in her new home, which was virtually unheard 
of (and still is to some extent) in my country / culture. 
People say I take after her in my sense of independence.” 

10) anna-m-569 wrote this: 

“My grandmother was an optometrist and would organize 
the collection of old glasses with her church. She would 
then travel to third-world countries and help fit people with 
these glasses. 

“In her journal she wrote about helping a young girl who 
had never seen her family and would one day be 
completely blind. My grandmother was able to combine 
lenses from different glasses to create thicker lenses, 
allowing this child to see her family.” 
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11) catpowers4life wrote, “My dad was recently in a 
motorcycle accident, and my mom traveled across the 
country to help him while he recovers (even though they’re 
exes who have barely talked in 10 years)!” 

12) B1tch_is_Taken wrote, “One of the coolest things my 
friend did for me was she bought me a coat and also a 
contract phone one Christmas. I was so grateful because I 
was a single mother trying my best to feed and clothe my 
child so I was going without a coat and phone and quite a 
few other things really.” 

13) LookAcrossTheWater wrote, “My grandma, or Baba as 
I call her, is from a small village in what today is Northern 
Greece. Her family was dirt poor, and one day when she 
got tired of being hungry all the time, she went to look for a 
job. There was an ad at the local post station for a family in 
Florina looking for a nanny. Even though she was only 10 
years old, she asked the man there if she could apply. He 
dismissed her and said she was way too young, but she 
kicked up a fuss and he finally gave her their address. She 
walked four hours by herself on an empty stomach to get 
there. When she arrived the lady of the house was shocked 
and asked if her parents knew where she was. My Baba told 
her she knew she was too young, but she was willing to 
work for food for the first little bit if they would just hire 
her. They did, and she worked for them until she was 18 
and decided to cross the ocean and come to Canada. When 
she was leaving, they told her if things didn’t work out in 
Canada, she always had a place with them.”50 

 
50 Source: Potter-partyofone, “Ladies, what’s the coolest thing your 
friend/sister/mom/aunt/grandmother has ever done?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 23 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4yrzmx8>. 
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51. What is a Memory that Pops Up for You that Still 
Makes You Laugh?” 

parezcounapina wrote, “I was studying in Spain. At about 
3am, I was sitting in my room watching a movie when my 
housemate texted me asking me if that sound was coming 
from my room. I paused my movie and could hear a faint 
buzzing sound. It wasn’t coming from my room, so she told 
me to come into her room. The noise was so loud in there 
that the whole room was vibrating. She told me she was 
asleep and woke up to the sound. We walked around her 
room trying to find where the sound was coming from and 
we concluded that it must be coming from the pipes 
somehow. She put on her slippers and dressing gown to go 
down to the front desk to see if they could do anything. Just 
as she was about to leave, I realised that the sound was 
coming from one of her drawers. I opened it to find her 
vibrator buzzing all over the place. It must have somehow 
turned on by itself in the middle of the night. We both 
collapsed with laughter, and she promptly took the batteries 
out of it. One of the highlights of the year abroad.”51 

52. “What’s Your Biggest Regret in Life?” 

1) thisbillgates wrote this: 

“I had a friend in high school whom I had a secret crush on. 
I was too shy to tell her because she was very pretty and 
popular, and I wasn’t. She came to my graduation party and 
gave me a box of assorted chocolates. I appreciated the 
gesture, but I was allergic to some of the flavors and didn’t 
feel like playing Russian roulette, so I never opened it. 

“We hung out after that, but things were weird. She acted 
distant and wouldn’t look at me. We were going to 

 
51 Source: souponastick, “What is a memory that pops up for you that 
still makes you laugh?” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyz6qy3p>. 
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different colleges, so I thought she was just easing out of 
the relationship. I stopped talking to her because I didn’t 
want to push things if she wasn’t interested. 

“After summer ended and I had been in school a couple 
months, my mom texted me asking if she could eat the 
chocolates I’d left in the freezer. I said sure. A couple 
minutes later she sent me a picture of the opened box with 
this note: ‘I think this was meant for you.’ Underneath the 
chocolates was a photograph of the girl and me. On the 
back of the photograph was a message from her admitting 
she had feelings for me. 

“By that point, she had a boyfriend and was living in 
another state. I regret not opening that box, and I can’t help 
but imagine what could’ve been.” 

2) STB_1990 wrote this: 

“When my first real partner dumped me at the age of 21, I 
was such a prick. I made her life hell for six months. I 
definitely made an impact on her mental well-being. I’m 
not sure what eventually snapped me out of it, but I wrote 
her a letter apologising. She had the courtesy of sending a 
reply, in which she was lovely. 

“I have no idea why I was such an evil person, but I have 
learned from it, and in subsequent relationships, I’ve never 
felt like doing anything like that again. 

“The thought of it makes me gag. I have a real feel of 
disgust about my actions. 

“I think she is engaged now, and I am genuinely happy for 
her. If anyone deserves true happiness, it is her.” 

Goherit83 commented, “The line between good and evil 
runs down the center of every human heart. Glad you chose 
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the good in the end. We’ve all got that capacity, so I guess I 
just wanted to say you’re human.”52 

53. “Have You Ever Felt Strongly that You Would 
Eventually End Up with a Certain Person, and What 
Happened?” 

1) blessyourburrito wrote this: 

“In high school, I had a major crush on him, but he did not 
notice me. In college, we hung out, hooked up, but we were 
just too damaged and messed up for it to work. For years 
— about a decade — I thought about how it felt to kiss 
him. It was home to me. I got married. Had kids. Got a 
divorce (domestic violence, didn’t want to marry … it was 
more messed-up-ness). Then I moved back to my 
hometown THE SAME MONTH he did. We started 
courting with real carefulness, because of all we had been 
through in life. He was discerning [deciding whether to 
be?] to be a Catholic priest. I was still going through years 
of litigation for custody and stuff. (It’s not quick and it can 
last until the kids are 18.) We both had baggage. 

“But then we kissed. And we were home. 

“And now we are married with a house full of kids, and it’s 
heaven. And the baggage and trauma and other-sh[*]t feel 
like they are from some other world or life. It’s amazing.” 

2) littlelightshow wrote, “I met a guy in an empty bar on a 
Monday night, and we got to talking and drinking and had a 
great time. I couldn’t stop thinking about him and lo and 
behold he calls me the next day to go for a walk. I 
remember walking with him and thinking this guy might be 
the one, although I am not a love-at-first-sight believer. He 
was super introverted and quiet, so I had to bust out all my 

 
52 Source: shame_bringer, “What’s your biggest regret in life?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 25 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2hyx8mu>. 
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best moves pursuing him but six years later we are engaged 
and he’s sleeping next to me with our two dogs. Sometimes 
you gotta trust your gut.” 

3) jessper17 wrote, “He’s asleep in the bed right now and 
so far things are great.” 

4) SleepyHedgehog98 wrote this: 

“I had a boyfriend when I was in high school that I swore 
up and down was going to be my husband one day. 
Unfortunately, he wasn’t ready for us to live together 
whenever I graduated (he was a year ahead of me in 
school) and I came to terms with my bisexuality and told 
him I wanted to try a non-monogamous relationship 
because I felt I needed to do some exploring with my 
youth. For these reasons, we chose to end the relationship. 
Neither of us was ready for a commitment. 

“Here I am, four years later, living out the polyamorous life 
of my dreams with my chosen family. He is engaged to a 
woman who was one of our close friends when we were in 
high school. I truly believe we both ended up exactly where 
we were meant to. While it hurt at the time, we are both 
glad that we ended the relationship instead of trying to 
work things out. In the end, we both would’ve been 
miserable.” 

5) LuckyBlackRabbit wrote this: 

“He was the new guy at work whom I noticed all of a 
sudden, walking past me during a quiet shift. I couldn’t 
look away: He had the most interesting face. And the 
cheeky little sh[*]t winked at me. 

“For a couple of weeks we would notice each other in 
passing and not be able to do or say anything because of 
circumstance. And this little voice in my head said to me, 
‘He’s gonna play a vital role in your life’. I dismissed it at 
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first, though, because I was worried he was significantly 
younger than I am. 

“But that worry washed away when my curiosity about him 
grew. I suddenly felt this urgency that I had to go and talk 
to him or else I’d never see him again. 

“Eventually I found an opportunity and I went for it: I said 
hi. 

“We clicked instantly, and it turns out my intuition was 
right. He was actually very close to me in age and our 
chemistry was undeniably strong. And at that point in his 
life, he was going through absolute hell and was 
considering pressing the eject button on life until he met 
me. I was his guardian angel. 

“We’ve now been together for 14 months and counting.” 

6) bopwaffle wrote this: 

“We’ve been married for over five years! 

“We dated briefly as teens, but it didn’t work out because 
my parents wouldn’t let me do anything outside of school 
and work, and he lived 30 minutes away. In the seven years 
between when we dated as teens and when we got together 
as adults, once or twice a year I’d see him, even in different 
cities …. two concerts, the parking lot of my job (later 
learned he had a client on a different floor of my building!), 
Chipotle parking lot, two different malls, etc. And every 
once in a while, I’d even dream of him. I could never 
completely shake him from my mind. 

“One day I went to post an item for sale on a Facebook 
garage sale page, and he had JUST posted an ad selling golf 
clubs. In the comments, he listed his phone number. We 
weren’t Facebook friends or anything and I COULDN’T 
shake off the coincidence this time. I saved his number on 
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my phone like a total creep but never contacted him and 
eventually forgot about it, until I downloaded Snapchat a 
year or so later. Snapchat loaded my contacts and I 
recognized his name. I had just dumped my abusive 
boyfriend of five years, so I decided, what the hell, I’ll send 
him a message. It turns out he just got out of a long 
relationship himself, and we met up two days later, and 
have been doing great ever since. 

“A friend of his gave him those golf clubs that he then tried 
to sell, and we still credit him for our relationship. If he 
hadn’t posted the ad, I wouldn’t have contacted him.” 

7) kyothinks wrote this: 

“I had an online friend, C, who I wrote stories with and 
chatted with a lot, and he happened to be on a job out in 
California and wanted to drop in for a visit on his drive 
back to Wisconsin. I said okay. I didn’t expect that when I 
opened the door and saw him for the first time I would be 
suddenly hit with a feeling that I’d been born just to meet 
him, that I’d been waiting for him all my life and just 
hadn’t known it yet. I spent the rest of that visit trying to 
hide the odd intensity of what I was feeling. 

“I married someone else; I shouldn’t have. I just felt like I 
didn’t have a choice. C didn’t know how I felt about him 
and, at that time, wasn’t ready for a relationship; I had 
already been dating the man I married for some time, and it 
felt like the logical next step. But five minutes before I 
walked down to the ceremony, I was hoping something 
would happen to cancel it, so that I wouldn’t have to find 
the courage to call it off. It wasn’t canceled, and I went 
through with it. My new husband abandoned me at our 
wedding reception so that he could play cards with his 
friends. C kept me company until it was time to go home. 
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“Years later, my husband and I found ourselves more 
roommates than lovers or friends. He knew how I felt about 
C and encouraged me to share my feelings. I did, and C and 
I began to date long-distance. It was a complicated 
situation. None of us had been in a relationship like that 
before, and we weren’t sure what the endgame would be. 
We just all knew that something had to change. Ultimately, 
my relationship with C showed me the flaws in my 
relationship with my husband; he came independently to 
the same conclusion, which was that we shouldn’t have 
gotten married to begin with, and we got a completely 
amicable divorce. 

“And I married C last month. And I finally feel like I’m 
fully loved, and fully accepted, and fully myself. I don’t 
believe in the idea that other people can make us whole — I 
was a whole person already — but somehow he makes me 
more myself than I have ever been, and I love him for it, 
and I look forward to finding new ways to show him how 
much I love him for the rest of our lives.” 

8) mcameo wrote, “At 16, I knew the guy sitting next to me 
in the movie theater was going to either end up my 
husband, or the worst heartbreak of my life. I’m 32, 
married to him for six years, we have a one-year-old son.” 

9) wistfulpainter wrote this: 

“He had the coolest flame shirt and bleached tips in the 
third grade. 

“Then he was the hottest guy in high school. A lifeguard 
for goodness’ sake. 

“Now he’s bugging me to put away my phone so we can go 
to sleep. It’s 2 am. 

“But really, we met in grade school and I had a big crush 
on him. He was one of my first crushes. We reconnected in 
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high school and dated until we got married in college. That 
was about seven years ago. 

“Freshman year of high school, I told my best friend that I 
had a crush on my now husband. We connected straight 
away, and that was it. Nobody else did anything for me. I 
knew he was the one for me. And I still know all these 
years later, everyday!” 

10) colofire wrote, “I told him I loved him, and he ran. Ha 
ha!”53 

53. “What has been the Best First Date You have been 
On?” 

1) celestialism wrote, “My first date with my current 
partner. We were mutual Twitter admirers and met for what 
I thought was gonna be a casual, friendly mid-day coffee 
date. We ended up using the Breather app [an app for 
renting office space by the hour, day, week, or month] to 
rent a local office space to go make out in. I was very 
smitten right away.” 

2) purplepotato10 wrote this: 

“My really good friend at the time and I realized we had 
feelings for each other. I think it was the best first date I’ve 
had (so far) because we were so familiar with each other 
and we both were so into each other. 

“We are no longer in each other’s lives but I enjoyed that 
moment in time.” 

3) IDontHave20Letters wrote this: 

 
53 Source: SequelMagee, “Have you ever felt strongly that you would 
eventually end up with a certain person, and what happened?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 28 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6zyu2j4>. 
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“We went to an arcade and had Fatburger afterwards. It 
was close by for both of us and neutral ground. I had my 
first kiss at a claw prize machine. It was a really good date. 

“I was 23, we lasted six weeks before we both agreed we 
weren’t a good fit together — we had different needs. We 
still follow each other on Snapchat but very rarely talk. 
He’s a good guy, just not right for me.” 

4) JDNICE7 wrote this: 

“It wasn’t our first date, it was our second, and we shared 
our first kiss. 

“Sipping hot cocoa (it was December) at night on the beach 
while listening to slow jams and watching a meteor shower. 
I said, ‘I thought there would be more shooting stars during 
the peak, I’m a little disappointed’ (the news really hyped it 
up). He leaned over, kissed me passionately then asked, 
‘Still disappointed?’ NOT AT ALL!” 

5) wet-plants wrote, “Pub beer, followed by local haunted 
house (it was around Halloween). We screamed and 
laughed the whole way through. Highly recommend. The 
guy was a dud in the end, but I did recreate the date with 
my current partner and he says it was the best first date idea 
ever.” 

6) lavendermoon48 wrote, “My boyfriend and I, both 
studying art history at the time, went to the Met on a 
strangely foggy summer night. We stayed there until it 
closed then went to a Hungarian bakery nearby (we are 
both Hungarian), then THEY closed, then we walked out to 
a nearby park on the river and kissed — in the rain! We 
have been together four years since then.” 

7) nukaKOLA5262 wrote this: 
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“I (21 f) and my now fiancé (21 m) met online, so we were 
both nervous about our first meeting; we spoke over video 
call for a while, and then he decided to travel down to me. 

“He booked a hotel room and we stayed there together for 
the night chatting and getting to know each other even 
more. (There were no strong moves on me, and he made 
me feel comfortable and respected my space.) 

“For the day we spent together it was like magic to me. As 
everything was close by, we went for a walk around the 
shops and spent the day out. We then went to see Joker in 
the cinema where we cuddled and enjoyed the brilliant 
film. 

“After that, it was getting darker outside and it started to 
rain — the lights reflecting off of his face made his eyes 
look more beautiful than ever. We made our way to an all-
you-can-eat Chinese place and chilled for the evening. 

“There was no rushing, no pre-booked time slots and the 
day went smoothly. It was so calm chill and casual and it’s 
one of our fondest memories that we happily look back 
on.” 

8) Emptyplates wrote this: 

“My first date with my husband. 

“We went knife shopping — we both worked as chefs — 
then sushi dinner. We got pretty tipsy, so we walked around 
town window shopping for a while and then went to a 
friend’s house for stoner board games. 

“We’ve been inseparable ever since. Going on 26 years. 

“We had a discussion about this the other night. I was 
watching Say Yes to the Dress and as he came into the 
living room, a bride was saying that if her partner had 
asked her to marry her on the first date she’d have said yes. 
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He scoffed a bit and said, ‘First date, no one would do 
that.’ I just looked at him and smiled. He said, ‘Really?’ 
Yup, sometimes you just know when it’s right. It was a 
really good first date, best first date ever. Then he got it. It 
was sweet.”54 

55. “What is Something You Hated as a Kid And Then 
Realized It’s Definitely a Great Thing?” 

1) RosemaryKitty wrote this: 

“Being with my brother. 

“We fought a lot. 

“When we played Marco Polo in the pool, he would get out 
of the pool and still say ‘Polo,’ and I would be there like 
>:( [unhappy face]. 

“We would fight over the computer and whose computer 
time it was. 

“I was a loud kid, but I was just excited, and he would get 
so mad at me because I woke him up. 

“I didn’t have many friends, so when he asked me to draw 
concept art for his video game (or maybe it was a story 
idea) for him and his friends, I felt so honored. I was like 
13. 

“As I got older, my favorite memories of him were walking 
our dogs and looking up at the night sky and talking about 
YouTubers and YouTube videos and Rob Dyke (Gavagan) 
and the one video that I didn’t see because it got taken 
down because it was too disturbing. It was about the Deep 

 
54 Source: seedy15, “What has been the best first date you have been 
on?” Reddit. AskWomen. 18 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyu8ph9m>. 
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Web. I remember there was an reupload and we watched it. 
I don’t know how old I was then. 

“We’d always look at the stars and these lights would pass 
by; when I was 9, he’d tell me they were UFOs and I had 
so many journals with UFO notes, trying to explain what it 
is and what it’s doing here. 

“It was obviously just a plane. There used to be an airport 
near us, but it closed down about 10 years ago. 

“We would hang out in his room and watch movies and 
weird YouTube videos and listen to music. I used to camp 
out in his room, and we would talk until we fell asleep. 

“I remember the crazy stories he and his friends were into, 
the Band Camp stories, and the things he didn’t do because 
he knew they were wrong, like sleeping with that one girl 
whom he didn’t have feelings for. He isn’t that kind of guy. 

“We both wanted to be film makers. We both love horror, 
and he is a big fan of HP Lovecraft. 

“We used to share our movie ideas and say who we’d cast 
and what music we would use for the ending and credits. 
We would build these worlds and although they didn’t last 
for a day, they existed. And we made them. 

“I don’t know what ever happened to that dream of his. 
Being a writer. He had so much to tell and now he’s never 
around. 

“He lives with his girlfriend of three years now and he 
turns 24 soon. He never comes around anymore, and I miss 
him. My day gets so much better when he’s around. Even if 
he ignores me or doesn’t ask how I’m doing. I miss him a 
lot. And I wish I could relive those days because they were 
much easier, and I just miss him.” 
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2) Tumahab wrote, “Spending time with my little sisters. I 
am the oldest, and seven years older, so I was always out 
with my friends. I regret that I didn’t want to spend more 
time with them, and despite them telling me I was a good 
big brother, to this day feel guilty. Anytime I talk to them, 
video-chat them or see them in person is a ‘great thing’. 
Every second is a gift.”55 

56. “What Memories Do You Still Cherish about Loved 
Ones Who have Passed Away?” 

1) RegularWoahMan wrote this: 

“My grandfather passed away today, but I will always 
remember the day last fall I drove down to visit him for 
lunch. He told me the story of how he got his name, 
introduced me to all his friends in his retirement home, and 
really took the time for us to talk in a way we’d never 
gotten to much before. 

“He was a wonderful person. I’m blessed to be his 
granddaughter.” 

2) cujo000 wrote, “My entire family from around the 
country getting together to show up on my great-grandma’s 
doorstep as a surprise for her 80th birthday. The first words 
out of her mouth when she opened the door were ‘Jesus 
Christ, I don’t have my wig on, you [*]ssh[*]les!’ Still 
makes me laugh just thinking about it. I miss her so much.” 

3) thekatedepression: 

“One day when I was 11 and my brother was seven, my 
mom packed us both up in the car ‘to run errands.’ We 
ended up checking into a nice hotel with a pool across the 

 
55 Source: bullsfan7, “What is something you hate as a kid and realized 
its definitely a great thing?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4cj48na>. 
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road from a laser tag / arcade. No special occasion or 
anything. We had so much fun together that weekend. 

“Mom died two years ago next month. I think of this 
weekend often.” 

4) PinkWashed wrote, “Playing cards with my grandma. 
She would always cheat and win, and I would act like she 
won fair and square because she was old and I loved seeing 
her happy and laughing.” 

5) justhegoodlife wrote this: 

“One of my best friends passed away about three weeks 
ago. This has by far been one of the most difficult times in 
my life. Despite the pain I am feeling, I hold onto our 
memories together close to my heart. 

“One of the fondest memories I have of her was when we 
were both in college and before we each had our driver’s 
license, we would always travel out of our way every 
morning to get Starbucks. Eventually the employees at 
Starbucks would call us Trouble #1 and Trouble #2. I miss 
her everyday, but I know one day I will meet her again.” 

6) ProbablyAHipster wrote, “I’m so sorry for your loss. I 
lost my grandmother in January; she lived with us for most 
of my life. My favorite memories are of visiting her 
apartment when I was young (before she moved in) and her 
saving stale bread for us to feed the ducks at the lake near 
where she lived. I also loved when she played her oldies 
music in the car whenever she would pick me up from 
school and she would sing along (she was tone-deaf!). And 
my God, did she love John Wayne. I have probably seen 
every movie he’s ever been in because of her. She would 
get so excited when his movies that she didn’t own would 
come on TV on the Turner Classic channel, almost like a 
schoolgirl seeing her crush. After she passed, I held onto 
her John Wayne coffee mug. It’s sitting on my shelf with 
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her funeral mass card. She was a firecracker and a half, and 
I miss her so much.” 

7) wonderingmind72211 wrote, “My great grandma used to 
make the best coffee I’ve ever had. Our whole family 
would gather every Sunday to get some of it. I remember, 
even when she had trouble getting off the bed, she would 
make sure we all had our coffee on Sunday morning. My 
family moved to a different country. She passed away a 
few years later and my great grandfather told us that she 
would always make extra coffee in case we visited. Te 
extraño bisabuela [I miss you, great-grandmother].” 

8) SweetSitty wrote this: 

“My maternal grandma died 17 years ago. I remember 
playing lots of games with her. She loved playing Yahtzee, 
but even more than playing, she loved to win. It didn’t 
matter if you were a kid, she would crush you while 
laughing. I miss her, but I still don’t like playing Yahtzee. 
Ha ha. 

“My paternal grandpa died 20 years ago. He lived on the 
other side of the country, so visits were rare. I have one 
specific memory of when he came out for my brother’s 
wedding when I was 13. He took us all out to a fancy 
dinner and got a bit drunk. As we were leaving, I gave him 
a hug goodbye and he whispered, ‘You’re my favorite.’ A 
moment later he pulled me back to whisper, ‘Don’t tell 
anyone.’ I don’t even care if he said that to everyone, it 
makes me smile to remember. 

“My dad passed a year and a half ago. His health had been 
declining for over a decade, so it was a relief in the end to 
have him free from pain. Before he passed, though, he was 
able to be there to give me away at my wedding and he met 
and held my daughter. I have so many cheerful memories 
of him. He was a good man, and I miss him a lot. 
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“It’s important to remember the moments we had with 
them and carry them with us into the future. As long as we 
carry the memories, we carry a part of them as well.” 

9) raven_darkseid wrote this: 

“My papa has been gone almost 16 years, but I’ll never 
forget how kind he was. It was always little things, like 
sneaking extra sugar into our Kool-Aid because my 
grandma would put only a little bit in. He would give us 
little tasks to do and give us money for it, like we’d be 
peeling potatoes and he’d give us a dollar per potato. 

“I had a great-aunt that I was super close with. She passed 
about eight years ago. I will never forget her laugh and how 
much she loved to laugh. She loved to bake and would 
make hundreds of cookies every Christmas. I have a large 
family, but she knew everyone’s favorite and would make a 
box for everyone. Near the end, she couldn’t bake much 
anymore, but she still made my favorite cookies because I 
was her favorite. I miss her more than those delicious 
cookies. 

“Finally … my dog. She passed away in March. It’s silly, 
but she was deaf, so if I needed to wake her up, I had this 
stick I would gently poke her with. She would growl and 
then realize it was me and get this big goofy mostly 
toothless smile. I am convinced that there is not a dog that 
has lived that loved their owner as much as she loved me.” 

10) notthatsocial wrote this: 

“My aunt died 15 years ago from pulmonary hypertension, 
but I still remember the feeling of her scratching my back 
with her tenderness. 

“I was a child back then and would lie down with her on 
her bed and ask her to scratch my back. To this day, I still 
remember her every time someone scratches my back — 
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which doesn’t happen often — no one can do it like she 
used to.” 

11) SleepFlower80 wrote, “My grampy Fred was the nicest, 
kindest man. My nana would send us out into the garden 
every Sunday with my grampy to pick fresh peas for the 
Sunday roast. The four of us would stand and eat the peas 
fresh out of the pods so there would be hardly any for 
dinner, and she went mental every single time, lol. He 
encouraged us to eat all the veg fresh and straight out the 
garden. He’s the reason why I grow my own veg now.” 

12) blenneman05 wrote, “My older brother who was 25 
when he died (we were only a year apart) used to sing a 
song or play it on the guitar and he’d have me guess which 
song he was singing or strumming. He also introduced me 
to a lot of songs or bands that I didn’t listen to. We used to 
argue over who discovered the band All Time Low first, 
me or him. Miss you, Kyle.” 

13) OverallDisaster wrote, “My grandmother was hilarious, 
but she didn’t really mean to be. She was super sassy and 
was obsessed with getting good deals. She didn’t drive, so 
my mom took her everywhere and after every single 
holiday, it was tradition to take her to Target to get the half-
off candy. She bought her clothes really cheap and one time 
gave all the cousins t-shirts from a random youth camp she 
had found at Dirt Cheap for 10 cents. We also took her to 
church and one time she wore this shirt that said ‘Vegas’ 
and had a sexily dressed woman and a man smoking. We 
noticed it in the middle of church and thought it was 
hilarious.” 

14) queenoreo wrote, “My dad. He was simply the best dad 
and papa ever. He used to come over and watch my son in 
the morning while I was at work so my husband could 
sleep because he worked nights. So many times I pulled up 
in front of my house and saw my dad and son dancing to 
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the Wiggles through the front window. That was my dad: 
happy, silly, and willing to do anything for the people he 
loved.” 

15) lib_coolaid wrote this: 

“My mother died when I was six. I don’t have a lot of 
memories of her, but I do remember we had a small picnic 
at the riverbank late evening one day and she sang an old 
song. That’s pretty much the only thing I remember about 
her. I know her face only from photographs, but I do 
remember her voice. 

“There are times I find myself humming that song and it 
makes me feel this bittersweet joy.”56 

57. “What are Some of the Small Acts of Love from 
Your Partner that Make You Feel Cherished?” 

1) eloquenysnark wrote this: 

“Every Sunday he wakes up early to clean the house and 
make me breakfast while I sleep in. 

“He always checks my tire pressure / oil levels and gas 
level in my car and reminds me to take it in for service 
because he wants me to be safe on the road. 

“He sends me good-morning texts every single day.” 

2) SJHCJellyBean wrote, “It doesn’t happen often, but once 
in a while the coffee is already made when I get up after 
my husband. I love those days.” 

3) lyd3035 wrote, “My boyfriend always walks me up to 
my door and kisses me goodbye.” 

 
56 Source: RegularWoahMan, “What memories do you still cherish 
from loved ones who have passed away?” Reddit. AskWomen. 29 July 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2kym2v2>. 
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4) Balily31 wrote, “I’ve been renovating my flat recently, 
and I was struggling with a paint tray because it moved 
around when I rolled my paint roller in it. My boyfriend 
came in after doing something else, saw this, silently 
grabbed some tape and secured the tray so I wouldn’t 
struggle as much anymore. It was a really small thing, but it 
gave me the fuzzies because it was very sweet and natural 
for him.” 

5) irisacid9 wrote, “When my man takes the time to 
combine interests. We don’t have a ton in common outside 
of our emotional and mental chemistry. But sometimes 
we’re able to find common ground. I skate and he’s a 
contractor so we made a skate ramp from scratch together. 
Stuff like that.”57 

58. “Women of Reddit, What was the Moment that You 
Felt the Most Loved?” 

The poster, PoweredByCoffee1998, added, “By a 
significant other, a family member, a friend, someone else, 
whatever.”  

1) heatherwants2play wrote, “I was having such a horrible 
day. I had to leave work early and went home to break 
down. My boyfriend got home from work about an hour 
later to find me crying. He came to me concerned and 
scared. Asked me what happened. But I couldn’t find the 
words. So he just held me and rubbed my back. I was 
a mess. Makeup running down my face. I slobbered and got 
snot all over his chest. He didn’t care; he just held me and 
let me cry it out. After I finished, he grabbed a towel and 
cleaned me up. He could have cleaned himself up first, but 
he chose to put me first in that moment.” 

 
57 Source: Balily31, “What are some of the small acts of love from your 
partner that make you feel cherished?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 July 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yynvatb7>. 
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2) creative-amy wrote, “Me, hubby, his dad, and his step-
mum went on holiday a couple of years ago, to Kefalonia. I 
can’t swim, and I am very afraid of deep water. The others 
were all often swimming off into the sea, and hubby felt 
bad so bought me a float so I could go out to sea with them. 
Then one day, me and hubby rented a little boat for the day 
— just the two of us. We anchored up and hubby dove in 
and kept coming back up to tell me of all the fishes, and I 
was kinda bummed that I couldn’t experience that. So he 
got me to hold onto the ladder at the back of the boat, lower 
myself in, and held me from behind, and put his goggles on 
me, so that I could go underwater to see the fish for myself. 
It was such a lovely moment, and I really felt that he cares 
for me very much.” 

3) shevrolet wrote, “My birthday this year was right around 
the time that things were shutting down [because of 
COVID-19]. My 2019 birthday was really bittersweet and a 
big letdown from my spouse, but this year [2020], three of 
my friends planned a physical-distance friendly backyard 
get-together. We each brought our own camping chairs and 
own food, and one person brought a bottle of champagne 
and washed it before pouring. It was so simple, but it was 
exactly what I needed.” 

4) Paperclipwater wrote, “I was going to have bagels for 
breakfast. I got the bagels out and had my tea on the stove, 
and then I opened the fridge and realized we had no cream 
cheese. My mom saw that I was annoyed, so she went all 
the way to Costco on her day off from work to buy me a 
tub of cream cheese.” 

5) Pie_J wrote, “When my then boyfriend / now husband, 
looked over at me as we were snuggling watching a movie 
and he said, ‘I love being in love with you.’ Seriously the 
look in his eyes and those words were the most loving thing 
ever!” 
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6) brienne_of_wales wrote, “I am the awkward kid, for 
context. After a big essay deadline, my class were planning 
to go to the pub to celebrate. This deadline was worth half 
of the degree, it was that big. I was sleep deprived, my 
brain was mush, my hair was greasy, and I’d just started 
my period. But I thought I should go, so I cycled for half an 
hour, through the rain, thinking I could just have one drink 
and go home. I arrived late, so everyone was there before 
me — say 15 people. I rocked up ready to sit in the corner, 
but when they saw me there was a big chorus of 
‘brienne_of_wales! You made it!’ My bad mood 
evaporated, and I felt like I belonged.”58 

59. “When has a Partner / Potential Partner Exceeded 
Your Expectations of Them?” 

1) iamjustasmolbean wrote this: 

“My current boyfriend does this for me. 

“Before we were dating, I was having a complete mental 
breakdown one day, and was ugly crying in my dorm. He 
came over and sat down next to me. He then asked if I 
wanted a hug, which already exceeded expectations. He 
was willing to let me set boundaries, if I wanted to be 
touched in that moment or not. I said yes to the hug, and it 
was just that. A hug. He didn’t try to put his hands 
anywhere, didn’t pull away, didn’t try to kiss me. I cried 
harder because I was so surprised. I think it’s why I love 
him so much.” 

2) Aeile29 wrote this: 

 
58 Source: PoweredByCoffee1998, “Women of Reddit, what was the 
moment that you felt the most loved?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 July 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yyjnsy26>. 
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“My current boyfriend does sometimes, mostly by 
remembering every little insignificant thing I tell him or 
show him. Sometimes he brings up something I had even 
forgotten we had talked about, or thought he would have 
forgotten, and he remembers very well what I feel / did /… 
on the subject. 

“To cite just a tiny example, I love playing a video game 
where I build houses. I love showing him my creations, and 
I show him my new ones every so often. Well, when I show 
him something new, I just want to remind him what I 
showed him before when it’s relevant (like ‘look, this new 
house is next to that one I showed you before, remember 
that one?’) and he just remembers it so well and vividly and 
instantly. He can describe it to me without having to go see 
it. Just because I care about it, he remembers. 

“Same goes for the conversations we had and what I told 
him about anything ever. 

“This might seem silly and insignificant, but it’s like this 
with every detail of my life. He casually remembers plenty 
of details about my life and it shows he really does listen 
and care about EVERYTHING about me. Even though he 
is not the communicating type and often doesn’t say much 
about these topics, he silently cares. It’s silly but so cute 
and comforting; it makes me feel wanted and valuable 
every time. I know no one who remembers my whole life 
so well! I didn’t think a partner would care that much about 
what I care about (when he himself doesn’t originally care 
much).” 

3) curly-hair07 wrote, “We got into a little spat because he 
wanted to go play videos games; meanwhile, I was trying 
to have a conversation with him. I bought it to his attention 
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how it made me feel and he responded with, ‘I’m sorry, I 
promise I’ll do better.’ And he actually has!”59 

60. “Redditors, What are Some of Your Experiences 
with Gold Diggers?” 

1) HesherPiney wrote this: 

“I was bartending at a high-end restaurant that got lots of 
tech people and their Versace remoras. [The Urban 
Dictionary defines ‘remora’ as ‘A. Someone who expects 
everything to be given to them on a silver platter while they 
lie around doing nothing.’] 

“One woman who had been in before and who I wasn’t a 
fan of came in with a guy who seemed nice enough. I speak 
French and a couple of other languages. This woman and I 
would speak French when she came in. 

“She started bad mouthing him in French in front of him 
and I was just like I’m sure that he is a perfect gentleman 
and all that trying to laugh it off. She saw herself as some 
kind of artist and thought he was too cheap to buy one of 
her ‘pieces.’ 

“Dude was dressed to the nines with a very high-end watch 
and I’d seen him pull up in a luxury car. Seemed ok. She 
keeps it up, saying all he wants is sex while she’s ordering 
the most expensive stuff on the food and beverage parts of 
the menu. He’s just happily eating his meal and 
occasionally chatting nicely with her. 

“After they are done, he waves me over and asks for 
separate checks in perfect French.” 

Hesher Piney also added this anecdote: 
 

59 Source: UnwantedJason, “When has a partner/ potential partner 
exceeded your expectations of them?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 July 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2ucb9jt>. 
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“I mean one of my regulars got so many people using older 
skinnier pics when he was app dating that he would have 
his date meet him early and he would text from the lobby. 
He would have them sit in a specific part of the bar in front 
of a decoration and under a lamp. 

“He would watch from the lobby and see who reacted to his 
text and just leave if they had misrepresented themselves. 
That happened only a handful of times, but the dates were 
clearly bummed at having to pay for whatever they’d 
ordered up till then. 

“Guy was a tech bro making bank and said that on a few 
dates people knew all sorts of LinkedIn-type stuff about 
him and his company. Like way too soon.” 

2) unpalumpamonkey wrote this: 

“She invited me to this very expensive restaurant for 
dinner. I’m not overly wealthy but I have enough, so I went 
knowing that I would have to pay for my own meal, which 
was fine. 

“In the end she racked up a bill of over $300 for herself 
(mine was way, way less) and sat back on her phone 
expecting me to pay it. 

“I paid for mine and left while she shouted at me; we never 
spoke since.” 

3) mindfeces wrote this: 

“I was convinced she was a golddigger. She wasn’t subtle 
about asking for things. Shoes, clothes, ‘spontaneous gifts 
on occasion.’ 

“I was about to end it. 

“Then one day at the mall, she said, ‘My turn!’ and bought 
me a bunch of clothes / started buying our meals. 
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“It was a cool surprise, but we had a chat about financially 
sustainable relationships.” 

4) hokeyWB wrote this: 

“I got done in a few times on dates that were clearly only 
agreed to for the free meal … but one lady was special. 

“I met her through a friend, who warned me in advance that 
she might try to take a little advantage, but it was just 
crazy. 

“On our third date, and third expensive meal at a very nice 
restaurant of course, she said that she really liked spending 
time with me and asked if I would be interested in going 
away with her on holiday …. so we could get to know each 
other better. 

“I said yes, and she promised to look into options and send 
through an email during the next week or so. 

When I got home from work the next day there was a 
phone message from a travel agent asking me to call her 
about a deposit for the trip I had booked. I ignored it 
thinking that it was a wrong number … then my lady friend 
rang me later that night furious that I had not paid the 
deposit yet, and she made it clear that if I didn’t get on it 
the next day then we would lose ‘our’ booking. 

“I called the agent the next day and asked her to fax me the 
itinerary and account details etc. for the payment. A few 
minutes later it came through, and it was 48 pages! She had 
booked Business Class flights to London, and then the full 
Grand Tour …. France, Switzerland, Italy, Greece etc., etc., 
etc. … and then to Hawaii before a cruise back to Sydney. 
It was an 10-week trip with no expense spared …. and on 
top of that it was twice the cost becuase she had booked 
separate rooms the whole way. 
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“Obviously, I was never going to agree to this, but because 
of the mutual friend I calmed down for a couple of hours 
before I called to tell her to f[**]k off. I was trying to go 
lightly, so I started with a joke about how it would be more 
cost-effective for us to go twin-share … and she went off at 
me about how she was not a whore, and that I was a cheap 
bastard for even suggesting that! So I said I didn’t think 
that it was going to work out, and I hung up. 

“For at least a month after she called me every day or so to 
see if I was over my ‘episode’ and to remind me to go 
ahead and pay the deposit. In the end I got a whistle and 
every time she called, I would just blow it until she hung 
up.” 

5) flippersum wrote, “I was saved as ‘free food’ in her 
phone.”60 

  

 
60 Source: Skyscamanderturing, “Redditors, What are some of your 
experiences with gold diggers?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3axrbtw>. 
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Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “What Memory Do You Keep Going Back To?” 

Dameeviefrye wrote, “I often think fondly of my first kiss. 
I was 18 and the other person was 15. Believe me, I 
was not the experienced instigator. I didn’t know of any 
experience that could be quite so … lovely and nice. It was 
very sweet.”61 

62. “Little Sisters of Reddit, What’s Something Your 
Big Sister Did that Positively Impacted You?” 

1) lexilexi7171 wrote this: 

“I’m 30, she’s 32. She was always the golden child. She 
was in 5th grade and said she wanted to cure cancer (she’s 
currently an MD specializing in pediatric blood cancers) 
She read books for fun. She organized and cleaned the 
house for stress relief, and I was always in her shadow. But 
she always had my back with our parents. When I didn’t do 
my projects, she’d take me to the library and help me find 
books and write the reports on them. When I was failing a 
class, she took it upon herself to tutor me. When my 
parents punished me, she’d beg me to come hang out with 
her because ‘she was lonely’ so that I wouldn’t sit and 
mope in my room. When anyone pointed out I was chubby, 
she’d snap back. If someone pointed out that I wasn’t the 
best in school, she’d point out that she couldn’t cook, sing, 
or dance, but I could. 

“I’ve since gotten my sh[*]t together and gotten my 
master’s degree and have a pretty successful career myself. 
My sister never let me feel like I was actually in her 

 
61 Source: MercenaryDark96, “What memory do you keep going back 
to?” Reddit. AskWomen. 1 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2bu59da>. 
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shadow, and it’s 100% the reason we’re best friends and 
talk every day.” 

2) McNerfBall wrote, “I wish I was more like my sister in 
many ways. She generally doesn’t give a damn what people 
think (within reason of course) and seems so … confident 
in who she is. She’s so decisive, too. She knows what she 
wants and then goes out and gets it. It’s a quality of hers 
that I have always admired, and it’s something I have 
always tried to emulate.” 

3) cosmiccanis wrote this: 

“I’m about to turn 21, and I’m the eldest of five. My little 
sisters are 11 and five, and my little brothers are 19 and 
two. 

“My 11-year-old little sister is so smart and way ahead of 
her years, she’s growing up so fast! I live a few hours away 
for college, and it kills me that I’m not closer during the 
onset of her preteen years. I don’t want to just be the 
college sister that she sees on holidays, but work / school 
makes it hard to travel. I try to visit as often as possible and 
text / FaceTime her a lot but still feel like I could do more. 
She’s starting middle school next year, and I’m scared that 
we won’t be as close as I want because of our age 
difference. (She’s already starting to show signs of being 
‘too cool’ for her nerdy older sister, lol.) 

“Social media has changed preteen culture A LOT since I 
was her age, and she definitely is into different stuff than I 
was (except art — we both love art). I just really wanted 
some ideas on what I could do more / start doing to bond 
with her despite our age difference and distance.” 

idxptxnionilp commented, “Shortly after my sister left for 
college, she sent me a handwritten letter with a mix CD she 
had made specially for me. It’s ten years later, and I still 
have and cherish both of those small things she did for me. 
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It was just kind of nice to know that even though she went 
on to bigger and better things, she still remembered her 
little sister back home. It was something she could have 
texted me or emailed me but because it was something 
tangible, it’s been easy to keep all this time!” 

sunbuns commented:  

“My sister is 13 years older than me. She was someone I 
could go to about anything, and she was always very open 
with me about sex, etc. I remember I asked her when I was 
13 if she was a virgin (so she was 27). She explained that 
she wasn’t, but nothing was wrong with that because 
yadda, yadda. My mom was very open with me about the 
mechanics of sex, but she didn’t discuss the social and 
emotional nuances of it. My mom just made me think it 
was meant for marriage and that’s that. My sister explained 
she was in love with the man she was sleeping with and she 
wants to marry him. She didn’t really get into any more 
details at the time (like her past and when she actually lost 
her virginity), but it was all information she shared when it 
was relevant. Even now (I’m 27 now and she’s 40), we still 
talk about everything although it’s more as friends. She 
understands almost everything I go through with men 
because she was once in a very similar position. I don’t 
think we’ve lived similar lives necessarily. But we 
experience sex and love very similarly, so whenever I’m 
conflicted about dating someone who wronged me, for 
example, she just shows that she GETS IT. Rather than 
saying, ‘You need to leave that guy right now. He doesn’t 
deserve you!’ she’ll say something like, ‘That sounds like a 
really difficult situation. With time you’ll be able to decide 
whether it’s something you are willing to live with and 
forgive him for or not.’ I imagine if I was dating someone 
straight up abusive, she’d be a bit more involved, but that’s 
why I’d trust her. Because she inserts her opinion as 
important only if it IS important. 
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“As far as when I was a kid, she would just make time for 
me. I’d go places with her. I’d hang out with her and her 
boyfriend sometimes. She’d buy me lunch or birthday 
presents. She was awesome. She still is.”  

Suspicious_Energy_65 commented: 

“I’m (21) kind of in a similar situation where my niece (16) 
feels like I don’t hang out with her enough when I go off to 
college. I knew it was impossible to come home more often 
given the distance, work, school etc. So we started doing 
extra meaningful things when I would visit. Instead of 
staying at her home the whole time, we would go out and 
do things she could dwell on while I was gone. Some things 
include painting in the park, going on a hike, or helping her 
practice driving. 

“In your case, maybe go places based off of your passion 
for art! Take her to art museums and paint dates, or if you 
wanna get the whole family included, do some art 
competitions. I don’t know if I answered what you were 
asking, but I think as long as the little time you do get with 
her is meaningful, she’ll always feel like she can turn to 
you because you are a meaningful part of her life.” 

4) sarahkey98 wrote, “My sisters and I have a pretty big 
age gap. I’m 20, and they’re 26 and 34. My senior year of 
high school, I was feeling lost and I had gotten into only 
one of the colleges I had applied to, but since it was across 
the country, my parents refused to let me go. I felt helpless 
thinking I had no plans for the future and my older sister 
stepped in and suggested I au pair somewhere abroad for a 
gap year to travel and save up money. I did exactly that and 
spent the year in Australia; it was the best decision I ever 
made. When I got back, I started looking into colleges 
again, but my parents were no help. My oldest sister 
stepped in again and helped me apply and walked me 
through all the steps up to the first day of classes. I’m now 
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in my junior year as a chemistry major (one of the Pre-Med 
tracks at my school) and will be graduating a year early. I 
couldn’t have done any of this without my sister; she’s 
truly my guardian angel.”62 

63. “Tattoo Artists of Reddit, What’s the Most Beautiful 
/ Saddest Request You’ve Ever Gotten or One that has 
Stood Out?” 

1) jgorbeytattoos wrote this: 

“This is a simple but beautiful story. 

“An elderly man came into the tattoo shop for his first 
tattoo. He wanted his wife’s name. While I was drawing it 
up for him, he explained his wife of 45 years had just 
passed away a month ago. He told me she never wanted 
him to have a tattoo, but he was in the service and always 
wanted one of her name, but he never got it because she 
wouldn’t let him. 

“He said, ‘I don’t mean to be ornery or disrespect her 
wishes. I just need a piece of her with me until we’re 
together again.’” 

2) thatgirl829 wrote this: 

“I’m not an artist, but I work the front desk dealing with 
clients and scheduling appointments. Last year we had a 
woman call in requesting to get the tattoo ‘Daddy’s 
Property’ on her stomach just above her pubic area. We 
quoted her a randomly high price, thinking she’d pass, but 
she didn’t. She paid her deposit and showed up a few days 
later for her appointment. 

 
62 Source: cosmiccanis, “Little sisters of Reddit, what’s something your 
big sister did that positively impacted you? Or what’s something you 
wish she would’ve done more/less/differently?” Reddit. AskWomen. 3 
August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y47p3zsr>. 
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“We get her signed in and send her off with her artist. 
About 20 minutes later, she comes down with tears in her 
eyes, thanks us for our time, and says she’ll call us back to 
schedule another appointment. A few minutes later the 
artist comes down and explains the whole situation to us. 

“Turns out she was in an abusive relationship and didn’t 
really realize it until she started talking to the artist. She 
explained that she already had one tattoo she got while she 
was in a different abusive relationship that she was in the 
process of getting lasered off. 

“He played therapist to her for 20 minutes, listening to her 
problems and helping her realize that she was about to 
make another permanent mistake she was going to regret. 

“She did call back about a month later, scheduled a 
consultation for an entirely new full leg sleeve and has been 
coming in every two months for the past year to get it 
worked on. He let a pocketful of cash walk out the door 
that afternoon, but he made a client for life by not tattooing 
the design she came in to get.” 

3) demarderollins wrote this: 

“I managed a tattoo shop, and we were about to close when 
a group of six well-dressed people came in. I asked if they 
came from a wedding. Complete opposite, they were 
coming from a funeral. 

“All of them got a paper plane tattoo. For most of the 
people, this was their first tattoo. They kept getting calls 
and eight more people came, totaling almost 16 people 
getting tatted plus guests hanging out. 

“I had to ask artists to work overtime and stay back but 
they all wanted to help this family and group of friends go 
through this tough time. 
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“For privacy I won’t mention how the person they were 
paying tribute passed, but the reason they got paper planes 
is because she looked exactly like M.I.A. apparently and 
‘paper planes’ was their inside joke with her. [One of 
M.I.A.’s hit songs is ‘Paper Planes.’”] 

“We let them take over the music for the shop and blast that 
song as loud as possible and to see sad broken people 
smiling and dancing and celebrating this person’s life 
touched me. 

“EDIT: Wow! The response has been unbelievable. Thank 
you everyone for the love they’ve shown on this comment. 
I hope it inspires people to be nice and try to uplift 
someone having a bad day, whether someone close to you 
or a complete stranger. You really have no idea how much 
of an impact you can make on a person’s day.”63 

64. “Ladies Who Didn’t Get Proposed to in Any 
Grandiose Way, What are Your Thoughts?” 

1. yellingforsociety wrote, “It was disappointing that more 
thought wasn’t put into it. I didn’t want a Jumbotron event 
but something more romantic would’ve been nicer than my 
grandmother’s driveway.” 

2.jon_queer wrote this: 

“We were eating fries. And we decided mutually that 
getting married was something we both wanted. 

“I mean, we’re into each other — not ceremony, not 
impressing other people.” 

 
63 Source: Emmafayee, “Tattoo artist of reddit, what’s the most 
beautiful/saddest Request you’ve ever gotten or one that has stood 
out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyxc3muc>. 
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3) raven_darkseid wrote, “It was exactly what I wanted. I 
specifically requested that he did not plan a big proposal. I 
appreciated that it was a low-key and intimate moment.” 

4) InsomniacEnglish wrote, “I didn’t want a big fuss. Mine 
made a photo album, and put the ring at the back, and gave 
it to me at home. I loved it because it’s something I can 
keep.” 

5) lost-cannuck wrote this: 

“We went on a motorcycle ride, and he popped the question 
at a stop. 

“No fancy theatrics, no grand spectacle in a fancy 
restaurant involving strangers or anything else. To me that 
was more special as it was something only the two of us 
shared. It was simple and sweet. 

“If we were hanging out on the couch in our underwear 
watching Netflix when he handed me a ring while 
pondering what we were going to do for dinner, I would 
have been a little disappointed, but what he chose was 
perfect for us.” 

6) very_big_books wrote, “I’m really glad about it because 
I hate surprises and told my boyfriend that if he ever 
proposed without us coming to a mutual agreement that it’s 
time for a marriage, I would say no. If he still did it in some 
way, it would show me that he doesn’t share the same 
expectations as me or hasn’t been listening or bothering to 
understand me. In which case he can find someone who 
loves big romantic gestures.” 

7) RockStarNinja7 wrote, “It was nice. We even went out 
afterwards, and I got to pick out my own ring.” 

8) nevertruly wrote, “We didn’t have an official proposal at 
all. I’m perfectly happy with that. We just talked about 
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wanting to marry each other, decided to do so, and started 
planning it.” 

9) redgwenivere wrote, “A grandiose proposal, huge 
diamond ring, big fancy wedding is not important in the 
long run. Having those things doesn’t equal a strong 
relationship. More important: partnership, supporting each 
other, enjoying each other's company, shared goals and 
values, are far more important to the relationship.” 

10) Canadian_maplesyrup wrote this: 

“We were just walking through the farmers market talking 
about how if I got one of the overseas jobs I was 
interviewing for, he wouldn’t be able to go with me unless 
we were married. So he said, ‘Let’s get married!’ 

“Yes, I would have liked a romantic proposal. I would have 
liked a ring he picked out just for me. There are moments 
where I’m wistful that I didn’t get that, but at the end of the 
day we’re married and happy; that’s what matters.”64 

65. “Doctors, and Others, What are Some Last Words 
You Heard from People Right Before They Died?” 

1) NurseElf wrote, “Nurse here. Had an older female 
patient who was a DNR (no code — Do Not Resuscitate). 
Her adult son was at bedside with her when I saw on the 
monitors at the nurses station that she was dying. I walked 
in the room, and the son is laughing. I’m confused. ‘Sir, 
your mom is passing. Do you understand?’ He proceeds to 
tell me that his dad died years ago and had always 
promised to buy his mom a baby blue convertible. The car 
was never bought. Right before she died, his mom sat up, 

 
64 Source: rxr0207, “Ladies who didn’t get proposed to in any 
grandiose way. What are your thoughts?” Reddit. AskWomen. 2 
August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxjz7mom>. 
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looked towards the corner of the room and said, ‘Son, I 
gotta go. Dad’s here, and he’s in my baby blue 
convertible.’” 

Imagine777 commented, “That is so sweet, though. I have a 
relative who did not feel well, lay down on the couch to 
rest, then looked up and said, ‘<husband>, I am coming!’ 
Then my relative died.” 

2) Mengel60 wrote, “My mom was in a coma, hadn’t talked 
in days. I was sitting next to her bed and suddenly she 
looked at me and said, ‘I’m going to need a dress’. I said, 
‘The blue dress?’ And she said, ‘No, the pink one.’ That 
was it, we buried her in her pink dress. She was always 
very clothes conscious but not in a bad way — she just 
wanted to look nice, I’m sure that’s what made her say it 
and think of it.” 

Justforfun887125 commented, “This is heartwarming. We 
buried my mom in a green dress she picked out a couple 
weeks before she passed.” 

3) RayDeaver wrote this: 

“My ex was a trauma doctor / surgeon, and I remember him 
telling me a few when he spoke about his day. 

“‘Mom?’ -— an older lady right before she died alone in 
the Emergency Room. He said she was staring off into 
space when she said it and later found out from the family 
that the woman’s mom had passed away seven or eight 
years ago. 

“‘I think I’m gonna go now.’ — Can’t remember how he 
described this patient. 

“And the one who hurt him the most when he had to do 
emergency surgery on a 20-something-year-old: ‘Please 
don’t kill me.’ She never woke up from that surgery. He 
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told me why, but I can’t remember all that medical talk. I 
don’t think he ever got over that patient.” 

DoggoSuperWow commented, “My mother worked as 
supervisor of the operating rooms in the hospital of my 
city. About 30 years ago they could not save a young guy 
who died under surgery (I don’t remember why). Every 
year since the guy died, when celebrating our beloved at 
the cemetery, she takes a moment to go at that guy’s 
gravestone. When passing in front of his image, she often 
has indicated it to me and said, ‘That’s the guy we were not 
able to save. And I f[**]king have to resist not to get 
emotional every time.’” 

4) Pyrodexy wrote, “‘You’re going to do great.’ My 
grandpa was in hospice, and even though no one in the 
family knew yet I told him that I was going to be a dad. 
When I came back he was asleep and he never woke back 
up.” 

5) darsynia wrote this: 

“So a friend of mine and I had children the same age, 
except that her son was diagnosed with brain cancer when 
they were both four. He passed away at the age of eight, 
and one of the things that I had to comfort myself with is 
that he died with her hand resting on his chest over his 
heart, cradling him in her arms. And I think about how so 
many of us die wishing for our parents, especially our 
mom. And what a gift that he was able to die with his 
mother literally cradling him with her hand feeling his last 
heartbeat. 
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“I mean, if we could choose the moment of our death, how 
many of us would choose that situation? Mother, lover, 
spouse, friend.”65 

66. “Have You Ever Experienced Unconditional Love? 
What’s It Like?” 

1) Nova9xx wrote this: 

“My husband. He has stayed with me even after I did some 
really sh[*]tty things. I was going through a really bad time 
for a few years, and I was acting out in some really 
immature and hurtful ways. He forgave me a few times 
when he shouldn’t have. And he told me those words … 
that his love for me was unconditional. And I cannot 
express how grateful I am to him. He is the best human 
being I’ve ever met in my life. I adore him. 

“He literally saved my life once. And stuck by my side 
despite me being a terrible person. I learned that I was 
causing all my own problems. And now I have nothing but 
pure loyalty and love for him, too. I try to remind him how 
valuable and special he is every day. 

“He is NOT a perfect person, and I could easily find things 
to gripe about. But I’m far from perfect, too. The whole 
point is that we understand and accept each other for our 
horrible, ugly parts, too. He has taught me so much and 
changed my life more than I ever expected … just because 
he saw me for who I was and not my actions.” 

FlavortpenAbbey commented: 

“I teared up reading this; thank you for sharing. My 
husband has also stuck by my side when most other people 

 
65 Source: imagine777, “[Serious] Doctors, and others, what are some 
last words you heard from people right before they died?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 4 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3sp6mvt>. 
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would’ve taken the out … for me it was through some truly 
awful mental health patches of mine. I know I’ve said 
things to him that I can’t take back (even if they came out 
of my mouth when I wasn’t well). 

“And you’re obviously very emotionally mature to 
recognize that you could make some space for his flaws. 
Relationships are such hard work on both sides. For what 
it’s worth from a perfect stranger, I feel happy for you both 
and wish you the very best in your life together.” 

2) Lynnafred wrote this: 

“I adopted a dog when I was 12. He was four months old, 
and we bonded instantly. He was fully trained when I got 
him, totally housebroken, and so, so smart. He knew 
dozens of tricks, knew all his toys by name, and was really 
vocal so I always knew what he needed. 

“He used to pick up on my anxiety and work through panic 
attacks with me. He would stop anything he was doing to 
do that for me, wherever we were. And we were 
inseparable. I brought him to school. He visited work. He 
slept in my bed, usually under my blankets. He even 
insisted on cuddling when it was hot out, not caring that he 
made us both miserable. When I worked third shift, he’d 
chill on the couch and wait for me to come home, and he 
slept the whole day with me. 

“When I had my first seizure, he refused to leave my side 
and barked to get someone’s attention. When we had an 
earthquake, he grabbed my shirt and pulled me into the 
middle of the backyard ten minutes before it happened. He 
always knew what was going on. 

“He was the smartest dog I ever had. And whenever he was 
sick, I was right by his side. Whenever he felt down, I was 
with him. I lost him to old age when he was 14. And you 
can bet that I held him in my arms as he went. 
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“I never felt more wanted by anything or anyone than I did 
by my dog. I never felt more at ease in anyone’s presence 
and I’ve never felt more whole or complete. From the 
moment I picked him up as a puppy to the moment I held 
him in my arms as he passed, I have never been so well 
looked after and felt so important. Even now, typing this, I 
feel a hollowness that’s never healed over.”  

3) fearmonger wrote, “My current boyfriend. It was weird 
coming from a mentally abusive relationship at first. It 
made me think that love was meant to be a twinge of pain 
in your heart and it was supposed to hurt. When really its 
more of a flutter every time you see them. Time flies when 
you’re with them, and hours feel like mere seconds. You 
feel like you’ve known them a whole lifetime, but really 
it’s been only one month. Time with them feels incredibly 
long, but impossibly short at the same time. You look at 
them in a new light. Everything is funny, and conversations 
are a delight. Their company is so impactful you never get 
tired of seeing them or being around them.” 

4) Carmaca77 wrote, “For my children. It’s like no other 
love in this world. I would give my life for any one of them 
without a second thought.” 

shostakofish commented: 

“My mom made it very clear to me that I was 
unconditionally loved, even when we didn’t get along. It’s 
the single most important thing I’ve ever gotten from her 
(and she’s given me quite a bit over the years). 

“You sound like a fantastic mom, and your kids are going 
to have better lives for it.” 

5) millenialwithplants wrote, “It can be scary if you’re not 
used to it. At first it felt like a never-ending list of things I 
owed. Like the list was just growing and growing of things 
I couldn’t ever repay, both monetarily and emotionally. But 
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over time I found out that I was the only one keeping a tab. 
She never expected me to return all those favors and things 
and support. She just expected me to keep on keeping on, 
being myself. Things I saw as a debt, she didn’t think twice 
about. One day she mentioned to me that she felt bad 
because I was giving a lot at a time when she couldn’t, and 
I realized she had started that same debt tab and felt like 
she needed to reciprocate, but it hasn’t even occurred to 
me. I was doing all those things because I couldn’t possibly 
imagine not doing them. I never expected a return. We both 
are always giving each other everything we can, and neither 
of us ever feels obligated or like the other owes us back. I 
thought I loved people before, but I was a poor kid and I 
valued the comforts that money brings immensely, so I 
really never truly understood ‘rather have love than money’ 
until I was in my current relationship. I’d give up 
everything and live on the street as long as I was with her.” 

6) what_about_the_birds, a female, wrote this: 

“My mother, no doubt. She always knows my moods, my 
smallest changes with just my micro expression. All her life 
she’s just loved me. From a baby to this moment, I know 
that woman would never leave me, no matter what. 

“Despite living in a conservative country when I told her I 
might like women, she said, ‘I would rather have you be 
happy with anyone than be sad’. She’s a wonderful human 
being.”66 

67. “What are Some Petty (But Totally Harmless) 
Things You’ve Done?” 

1) spookyhellkitten wrote this: 

 
66 Source: Ikillgiants13, “Have you ever experienced unconditional 
love? What’s it like?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2tfuugm>. 
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“When my ex-husband and I separated, I was packing 
boxes of DVDs for him and I took the discs out of his Sons 
of Anarchy seasons and replaced them with them some 
Army Wives discs I’d bought at Goodwill. 

“He had cheated with a soldier who was married, so she 
wasn’t the standard Army wife but she was Army and a 
wife so whatever. 

“He called me laughing so hard he couldn’t breathe and 
asked me if he would get the real discs or if this was his 
penance. Ha ha ha!” 

2) tvp204 wrote this: 

“My now husband and I were downtown at his college. It 
was a huge football weekend, and the town was filled to the 
brim with people. He decided he wanted to go back to his 
apartment, which is a mile walk uphill. We had this whole 
day planned, and he torpedoed it without explanation. I was 
p[*]ssed. 

“I walked in front of him the way back the entire time. I 
didn’t turn to make sure he was still there even though he 
had the keys. When we got there, I waited for the elevator 
and went up to the top level (6th floor). Once I got to the 
6th floor, before I stepped out I, hit every single floor’s 
button so it’d stop each time on the way back down. 

“He happened to arrive and see the elevator stop at every 
single floor. I couldn’t have timed it better if I tried. He was 
confused since that never happened. Before it opened he 
even stepped back to let the plethora of people out but not a 
single person was on it. 

“He then came up the elevator while I was waiting for him 
to unlock the door. He saw me and broke into a laugh, 
asking if I’d just done that. I laughed and said yes, because 
I was mad at him. 
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“It is the pettiest thing I’ve ever done, and we still laugh 
about it to this day!” 

3) Athena-zxe11 wrote, “I bought my ex-husband a Squatty 
Potty for a combined Christmas/Birthday gift (his birthday 
is the 25th) from our two sons who were around 3-4 at the 
time. He was still being very difficult a few years post-
divorce, so I was being petty about having to get him a gift. 
Joke’s on me, though. He raved about it, so I was too 
curious and got myself one. I love it.”67 

68. “Reddit, What’s Your ‘Anyways, We’re Married 
Now’ Story?” 

1) hey_sjay wrote this: 

“Right after our first kiss he said, ‘I’m not looking to get 
married.’ 

“‘Neither am I,’ I replied. 

“So anyway, we’re married now.” 

SirPlatypus13 commented, “Task failed successfully.” 

2) reneeclaireblog wrote this: 

“We met in elementary school. 

“I transferred schools before high school and we lost touch. 

“Found out we had enrolled at the same university, in the 
same program, once university classes started. 

“Anyways, we’re married now.” 

 
67 Source: saltystanletta, “What are some petty (but totally harmless) 
things you’ve done?” Reddit. AskWomen. 5 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6m5rxpr>. 
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3) maimou1 wrote, “He came to the door to borrow my 
sister’s textbook. No one would answer the door, so I 
dragged myself out of bed and answered the door in my 
nightgown and curlers (hey, it was the early 80’s, ok). He 
told me was there to see my sister. Without a word I 
nodded, turned around, and screamed, ‘[SISTER’S 
NAME]’, and then turned back around and said, ‘Family 
intercom system,’ completely deadpan, and left him 
standing on the porch while I went back to bed. He married 
me anyway; it’ll be 38 years on the 21st [of August 2020].” 

4) FallingInTempo wrote, “I was working at a video game 
shop, and he was hired to DJ the midnight release of a 
game I didn’t care for. He came in and waited in the giant 
line of people finalizing their preorder before midnight. 
When he got to the register, I asked him if he’s here for the 
premier, but he said he wouldn’t be caught dead playing 
that game and proceeded to purchase a different, older 
game I later find out he already has. He asked me when I 
finish my shift, and to swing by the DJ table when I’m off. 
I did indeed swing by, and now we’ve been married going 
on five years with two cats and a recently purchased home. 
He proposed by sticking the ring inside the case of the 
game he bought that night.” 

5) arovercal wrote this: 

“Co-worker’s boyfriend’s brother came up to stay with 
them. ‘We have to have you out for dinner with him; you 
have a lot in common, he likes nerdy things, too. You’re 
not allowed to date him, though.’ 

“Definitely dated and married him.” 

spenpinner asked, “Why would they say you’re not allowed 
to date him?” 
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GeneralKosmosa answered, “That’s an old trick: As soon 
as you’re told not to do something, you instantly want to do 
it.” 

6) GoodbyeTobyseeya1 wrote this: 

“I met my husband when I got a new job at a grocery store 
and the guy from the deli came up and yelled at me for 
hanging up on customers when I couldn’t figure out the 
phone transfer process. 

“He was that guy from the deli, and anyways we’re married 
now.” 

7) pkunk-is-not-dead wrote this: 

“I met a girl online about 20 years ago one summer after 
college, found out we live in nearby towns, so decided to 
get together. 

“Go out on a few dates, drive by local preschool.  

“Me: ‘Hey, that’s where I went to preschool!’  

“Her: ‘That’s where I went to pre-school!’  

“That day we find a preschool class photo, and there we 
are, two feet from each other. 

“A few months later, my dad finds some old footage of a 
Christmas play our preschool class put on. We’re standing 
right next to each other. 

… 

“EDIT: wow thanks for the love! 

1. Yes, happily married 16 years now, with three 
awesome kids. We’re very lucky. 
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2. Yes, the Internet was a thing in 1998 and was pretty 
commonly used, at least at college. We even had a 
‘high speed’ connection on campus 

3. We met on an old chat client called ICQ, which is 
still around apparently! 

4. I actually proposed to her on the playground at the 
preschool we both attended. 

5. My wife is on Reddit and there is a 99.9757% 
chance she’ll be commenting to correct some detail 
of this story.” 

8) LMunchen wrote this: 

“When we first met, his first words to me were ‘I’m gonna 
wife you’, and I scoffed. 

“Anyways, we’re married now.”68 

69. “Children of Gay Parents, What was Your 
Experience Growing Up with Same-Sex Parents? Do 
You Feel Like You Got the Same Childhood Experience 
as If You Would Have had a Mother and a Father?” 

1) eveisannoying wrote, “I grew up with two moms. I had a 
completely normal childhood experience, and I’ve never 
wished I had a dad. The only downside was the occasional 
homophobe that would say rude things, but on the bright 
side, I was basically immune to ‘your mom gay’ jokes 
because I could just respond, ‘Which one?’” 

2) AboveTheClooouds wrote this: 

 
68 Source: thequeenoffandomhell, “Reddit, whats your “Anyways, 
we’re married now” story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3nebfkq>. 
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“Grew up with a lesbian mother. Before I get into how it 
was for me I want to say that I personally don’t feel like it 
mattered much that she was gay. What mattered was that 
my mother was narcissistic and made bad choices. I know 
that my experience would have been far worse if she had 
been heterosexual because then I would have probably had 
to care for a bunch of half-siblings along with having a 
high risk of sexual abuse from the different ‘step-daddies’. 

“When I was as young as three years old, I already 
recognized her pattern. She got into relationships with 
women, moved in with them, and then after a few years the 
relationship would end, and she would repeat the cycle with 
her next ‘victim’ right away. Her partners were not actual 
human beings to her. They were more like lightbulbs that 
burned out and needed to be changed. 

“She targeted women who had low self-esteem, lived in 
poverty, had children, and perhaps had other negative 
things going on in their lives that made it so they’d fall 
quickly into her ‘trap’ and move in with us. When she 
figured out how to use online dating sites, it was a 
nightmare. 

“My father died when I was very young, so I never got to 
meet him. I never really had a father figure because of this, 
and it really did impact my life in a negative way. Although 
my mother always told me that we would have had such a 
good time together if he had lived because he was a great 
guy, I know it was a lie. She managed to ruin any 
relationship / friendship she had in her life including the 
one she had with me as I went no contact on her. 

“I think that gay parents can be great as long as they’re 
responsible, caring, and smart. If they have a good support 
system, they can provide the children with a mother/father 
figure that they otherwise wouldn’t have. I personally 
believe that if anyone wants to make the argument that gay 
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people shouldn’t have families, they need to realize that 
there’s plenty of heterosexual parents who make bad 
choices as well. It all really has to do with the individuals. 

“TL/DR: My childhood with a gay parent was bad because 
my mom was a narcissist, NOT because she was a lesbian.” 

3) pokemonfan17 wrote, “My mom didn’t come out until I 
was in 2nd grade, and I remember she told me when we 
were in a Walmart. As soon as she said, ‘Well, honey, I’m 
gay’ a cloud passed over and the whole store got dark (no 
joke). To answer your question, I think I got a different 
experience, but it was way better than if I had grown up 
with a dad. I definitely had to deal with a lot of bullying 
(most people assume you’re gay if your parents are). But it 
was really cool because I got to be part of history. I would 
go to rallies (big ones) and got to see everything change 
around me. I met people of all sexualities and backgrounds 
and understand issues I feel I wouldn’t have if I didn’t have 
lesbian parents. I understand women’s issues a lot better, 
and I feel I’m a lot more compassionate and understanding. 
My mom has always apologized for not being able to give 
me father, but I’m so happy with the life I have now. My 
parents have been so supportive and loving that I can’t 
imagine life without them. And I actually have four moms. 
My bio and adoptive mom got divorced, and both 
remarried. All in all, Mother’s Day is hard to deal with, ha 
ha. Sorry for the ramble.”69 

 
69 Source: gomie9109, “Children of gay parents, what was your 
experience growing up with same sex parents? Do you feel like you got 
the same childhood experience as if you would have had a mother and a 
father?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6f6lo7y>. 
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70. “What was the Weirdest Way You Formed a 
Friendship?” 

1) spinozita wrote, “I actually met a friend on a plane when 
I was returning from a funeral. I just couldn’t stop crying, 
as I had to get a flight on the same day! Because I was too 
ashamed of crying in public, I opened my book. The 
woman who sat by me asked how come the book was sooo 
emotional at its very beginning. We started to talk and are 
still friends since eight years now. We even spent the day 
together today.” 

2) JamesEirinn wrote this: 

“Girl came onto me in a nightclub. Didn’t realise she had a 
boyfriend and he didn’t take too kindly to it all. We ended 
up fighting on the dance floor, bouncers ran in to break it 
up and while holding me another bouncer gave me a sly 
punch to the stomach. 

“The guy I was fighting broke from his bouncer and hit the 
bouncer who hit me, at this point I broke free in the 
confusion and hit a bouncer about to hit him. 

“We both got our asses kicked and unceremoniously 
thrown out of the nightclub onto the street. We just started 
laughing at what just happened and walked off to another 
bar together for a drink. 

“That was 10 years ago, we’ve both since emigrated to 
different countries, but we were close friends for a few 
years before we moved. We’re still in contact to this day. 
He dumped the girl that night, citing ‘she does that a lot.’” 

3) Im_a_shepherd wrote, “In our college dorm, the last 
digit of our room telephone numbers increased sequentially 
as you went down the hall, like 555-1234; 555-1235, etc. 
During the first week of the semester, a dude down the hall 
from me got left a long way from campus after a night of 
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drinking and didn’t really know anybody yet. He called his 
room, but his roommate wasn’t there, so he just started 
dialing the next number in the sequence till someone 
picked up. I answered and drove about 20 miles to get him 
and brought him back to campus. That was 25 years ago. 
We live in the same town and are still good friends. Our 
kids are the same age and play together now. I’ve never 
told his kid this, but he drunkenly promised me his first 
born in return for the ride home that night.” 

4) slider728 wrote, “My dog p[*]ssed on his lawn, and he 
came out to yell at me. We’re best friends now.” 

5) Back2Bach wrote this: 

“A destitute man would sit on the front steps of the locked 
downtown church, trying to keep warm on winter 
weekdays. 

“I’d invite him inside to sleep on a cushioned pew when I 
unlocked the door for daily organ practice. 

“Knowing he was hungry, I’d bring extra food or just share 
whatever I had that day. The man was quiet, friendly, and 
respectful. 

“When it was time for me to leave, he’d go back outside 
with no problem and thank me for ‘being kind’ to him. As 
time went by, we bonded.”70 

 
70 Source: Electriclegend27, “What was the weirdest way you formed a 
friendship?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2c2qt54>. 
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71. “People of Reddit, What is the Most Cherished 
Memory With Your Significant Other — A Memory 
that Still Makes You Happy to Be with Them?” 

1) dzrastrus wrote, “I was driving her through Northern 
California where I grew up. It was her first time there. We 
passed strawberry stands along the highway, and I didn’t 
think anything of it. Once, she put her hand up to the 
window as we passed one. I guess she didn’t want to ask 
me to stop. I stopped. The rest of the ride she munched 
strawberries. One after another. When she would look at 
me and smile, I swear I knew I would keep this woman in 
strawberries forever.” 

2) gabriey wrote, “So I spent two weeks with my 
Significant Other, and I made him play Monopoly. He 
doesn’t like board games, but I’m a big fan. I was talking 
about how they changed one of the pieces that used to be 
my go-to. Honestly, I didn’t think he was paying attention 
because it was the stupidest thing. I go home and a few 
days later I get a package in the mail. He had bought me the 
little piece.” 

TheASCIItype commented:  

“I surprised my girlfriend (now wife) in much the same 
way with a Backstreet Boys wall clock laser cut with their 
silhouettes from an old vinyl record. She saw it on the 
internet and we were both like, ‘Ha ha, wow, who would 
buy THAT?’ but I noticed the minute inflection in her 
voice telling me she knew it was a frivolous item, gaudy for 
any home decor, and expensive to boot, but secretly 
thought it was really cool. 

“I secretly bought it that night and it showed up at the door 
from Germany like three weeks later. The reaction was 
priceless. It’s still on our bedroom wall.” 

3) Mirenithil wrote this: 
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“Admitting you are wrong and striving — and really 
working — to do better is an unfortunately rare thing. My 
Significant Other does this. He’s not perfect at it, but it’s 
unrealistic to expect him to be. The important thing is that 
he’s self-aware and genuinely, authentically works to better 
himself. So many guys think they’re above feedback or 
self-betterment. 

“My single fondest moment, though, is one that is just an 
ordinary day considering where we live. We went to just 
park and sit on Sugar Beach. (We live in south Maui 
[Hawaii].) An ordinary day, an ordinary sunset, but just 
being there with him was extraordinary. We know how 
amazingly lucky we are to live where we do, and we are 
grateful for it every day of our lives. A beautiful sunset, 
great music on the radio, good company. What more could 
anyone want?” 

4) seesnawsnappy wrote, “One day after work, it was the 
worst weather we had had in ages. I had to walk home 
(didn’t have a car then), and as I was walking home 
absolutely soaked to the bone, I saw my Significant Other 
with an umbrella walking to meet with me. He knew I was 
in a bad mood and being in the cold wet rain did not help, 
so I am very thankful for that memory.” 

5) please-end-this wrote, “Last year, actually to the day, my 
boyfriend and I went to my best friend’s wedding in 
Kentucky. It was the first wedding I’d ever been to, and I 
was so happy to see her find love, and now she has a baby 
girl! At the wedding, we didn’t know anyone but the Bride, 
so we kind of just sat awkwardly to the side and talked. We 
are both kind of socially anxious and self-conscious, so we 
didn’t dance or anything. We stayed for a few hours and 
went back to our hotel room. I asked him if he would slow 
dance with me, so I turned on some slow music on my 
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phone, but on a low-light, and we slow danced for an hour. 
It was lovely.” 

6) throwawaybingobango1 wrote this: 

“Last year, I moved into an apartment for a new job in a 
new city and was mega-stressed about money. About two 
weeks in, I broke down in front of one of my roommates 
about how scared I was about not being able to pay rent and 
how I didn’t have anywhere else to go. 

“The next day, the roommate found me and said that if I 
ended up really needing it, he would pay my rent until I 
could afford it and I could just pay him back later. 

“I told him it was very kind of him to offer, and I’d think 
about it. Then I went back to my room and SOBBED. 

“It was the first time in a year that anyone had offered to 
help me out of the bad situation I was in. I barely knew this 
guy, and I knew he wasn’t trying to get anything out of me. 
(We were both dating other people at the time and were 
barely acquaintances.) He was just offering because he was 
a kind dude. 

“Months later, to the surprise of both of us, we ended up 
dating. He’s my boyfriend now. I see him make similar 
offers to friends all the time: He is just genuinely a kind 
person who likes helping people. He asks that I not mention 
his offers to anyone, because he doesn’t want to embarrass 
anyone for needing to borrow money. He’s not rich — just 
a regular guy with a regular job and a kind heart. 

“I don’t know if he even remembers that offer he made to 
me (never took him up on it), but I think about it every day. 
I’m so proud to have a partner who is kind to people 
without expecting anything in return.” 
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7) Diaryofanunusuallife wrote, “She farted really loud at a 
wedding once just as the priest started talking. She calmly 
turned to the seven- or eight-year-old next to her and 
whispered loudly, ‘What did you have for breakfast?’ I 
knew I had a keeper then :)”71 

72. “Men of Reddit, What Do You Actually Want Your 
Girlfriend to Get You as a Gift?” 

1) scmonsters wrote, “I don’t celebrate birthdays much, but 
my girlfriend got me a few pints of berries. She listened 
when I told her that berries are my favorite food, and 
brought them to me on my birthday. I nearly cried, because 
I felt seen and understood. I don’t like cake, I don’t like 
praise or attention, and I don’t really want any gifts, but 
goddamn, I do love some good blackberries.” 

2) darktorana wrote this: 

“My best birthday present I ever received was more an 
experience — not sex (well, that, too). At the time, she 
didn’t have a lot of money. 

“I came home from work and she was wearing a pretty sun 
dress and holding a cold cider for me. (We didn’t live 
together, by the way.) 

“We went through to the family room where she sat me 
down with some chips and told me some of the reasons she 
loved me, and the ways I make her life better.  

“Then we had a delicious dinner, watched a movie she 
knew I’d like (Die Hard, how can you go wrong?) and then 
the aforementioned sex. 

 
71 Source: Nisoli, “People of reddit, what is the most cherished memory 
with your SO, that still makes you happy to be them?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 10 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2uyy8kz>. 
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“Just being told she loves me and having someone 
compliment who I am as a person was enough to make it 
the best gift. The rest was icing on cake. 

“Oh, yeah, and an Ice Cream Freddo Cake, the greatest of 
all the birthday cakes.” 

Imcaffeinated_Chris commented, “I’ve been with my wife 
for 31 years. The greatest gift she can give me is her time. 
A night like you described is wonderful. Even if we go on a 
vacation together, it’s not the place, it’s the time I spend 
with her in the place. Over the years I’ve received some 
wonderful gifts, but the ones of her time are the ones I 
cherish the most. And sex, lots and lots of sex. :)”72 

73. “What are Some Cryptic / Unexplained Stories 
You’d Be Willing to Share?” 

ImNotActuallyDead wrote, “When I was seven years old, 
my grandma was in the hospital dying. At the time my 
family was strapped for cash and my mom was pregnant, so 
only my dad went to California (where she lived) to see her 
before she died. The day that she died, we got a phone call 
from her with her wanting to talk to each of us saying how 
much she loved us. A few hours later, we got a call from 
family members saying that she had passed away. When we 
told them that we had just received a call from her a few 
hours prior, everybody was in disbelief, saying that she had 
been lying unconscious in the hospital bed all day and she 
could have never called yet alone been able to articulate her 

 
72 Source: klorenlightsabre, “Men of Reddit, what do you actually want 
your girlfriend to get you as a gift?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6cgo2wk>. 
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thoughts to us. To this day we have no idea how she called 
us, and I don’t think we ever will.”73 

74. “What has been the Scariest Moment of Your Life?” 

1) noodle-face wrote this: 

“A few years ago, we were expecting our second baby in 
two weeks. Wife got contractions but the on-call doctor 
said they were Braxton Hicks or whatever, aka false 
contractions or something. She said to call back in a few 
hours if they didn’t get better. 

“They didn’t get better. 

“Wife said to me, ‘We need to go in now,’ and went to the 
bathroom real quick. Well, her water broke in our 
bathroom. I called 911 and explained frantically. The fire 
station is five minutes from my house, so he told me they 
were en route and to hang up and comfort her. 

“Ninety seconds later, she screams, ‘ITS COMING!’ in a 
super-demonic voice. She’s standing up, and I see a head 
coming out. We both reach down and she catches the baby. 
I call back 911, this time screaming. Actually got the same 
dispatcher and he said, ‘OH, SH[*]T’ on the line. (I can 
laugh about this now, of course). 

“Paramedics arrived within two minutes of me being on the 
line. They take my wife and baby away swiftly because the 
baby was very cold. 

“I couldn’t leave the house because it was 3am and my 
other son was sleeping. I had to call family to rush over, as 

 
73 Source: Distasteful_T, “[Serious] What are some 
Cryptid/Ghost/Unexplained stories you’d be willing to share?” reddit. 
AskReddit. 10 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2fpdh8w>. 
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I cleaned up … what looked like a murder scene in my 
bathroom. 

“Rushed to the hospital and they were both ok. 

“Scariest night of my life. Dude turned three years old two 
months ago.” 

2) yellow-edge wrote this: 

“I was a post-divorce single dad with shared custody of my 
kids on an alternating-week schedule. One of the very first 
weeks when they lived with me, I put my five-year-old son 
in the tub and after getting him all washed up, sat and 
chatted with him as he played with his toys. I went to check 
on my eight-year-old for a minute then came back to find 
him lying motionless face down in the water. 

“I’ve never felt so much adrenaline rush through me in my 
life, and I quickly grabbed him by the arm and yanked him 
out while trying to figure out if I even knew how to do 
CPR. It was then that he started yelling, ‘What are you 
doing, Dad?’ 

“It turns out he was just practicing how long he could hold 
his breath underwater. And taking a couple of years off his 
old man’s life, apparently.” 

Desmous commented, “Man, this is why I don’t want kids, 
you leave them alone for a minute and they’re already 
trying to kill themselves.” 

Homiej420 commented, “That’s all parenting is, constant 
positive reinforcement of things that help you not get 
dead.”74 

 
74 Source: DrDisap0ment, “What has been the most scariest moment of 
your life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5c7mkdy>. 
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75. “Hi, Girls, What was Your Most Spontaneous 
Date?” 

1) DrKohlrabi wrote, “We started with getting ice cream, 
then went for a walk in a park, then got waffles. I think we 
both weren’t even sure whether that thing was a date. But it 
was nice. And we’re still together five years later.” 

2) Panic_parrot wrote, “I was 16. He knocked on my door 
asking me to go to Target with him to get Dum Dum 
suckers so he could use the wrappers to get the sweatshirt 
on their website. We bought maybe 10 bags. We had been 
best friends for maybe half a year and we were unwrapping 
all the suckers in his car when something kind of just 
clicked between us. We kissed, and he asked me to be his 
girlfriend. It never ended up working out, but he was the 
only guy whom I have ever said ‘I love you’ to and meant 
it, and we lost our virginities to each other. We were off 
and on for a couple years, and part of me will always 
believe he was my soulmate who got away. It’s been four 
years now/ I miss ya, T. :)” 

3) Garden-Tool wrote this: 

“It was a date with myself. Hope that counts. 

“I was doing the work / travel thing in London with some 
mates. It was New Year’s Eve, and miraculously I had the 
night off and next day off work (from memory I worked 
Xmas). 

“All my friend were working, but I couldn’t waste the 
opportunity, so I got dressed up and headed out by myself. 
I worked in hospitality, and having New Year’s Eve off 
was very rare. 

“I went down to Westminster and was planning on just 
waiting for the fireworks. It was still daylight; I was there 
pretty early. I noticed all the different boats with people 
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boarding for cruises on the Thames. I thought to myself, 
what’s the worst that could happen. I wondered down to the 
wharf to have a look hoping I could maybe sneak on to a 
boat. I picked the fancy boat. As I approached, I heard them 
asking for surname so I quickly thought of a common 
name. Smith was too obvious. I tried Harris. Not sure why. 
The guy said he didn’t have the Harris family on the list but 
perhaps we were booked on the sister boat. I said thanks, 
and I’ll go check and walked away a little disappointed but 
kinda relieved. It was a dinner cruise and I would not have 
had a seat. I’m imagining hanging out in the ladies room. 

“As I was walking back up the wharf, I heard someone say 
they had a spare ticket. No hesitation. I buy it and a few 
minutes later was heading towards another boat. 

“Turned out this was a dancing cruise. Less formal, more 
party, and with a younger crowd like myself at the time. I 
got to watch the fireworks from the Thames. It was an 
amazing view, and the cruise itself was really fun. I ended 
up meeting someone with a mutual friend from my 
hometown in Australia. It was a night I’ll never forgot, and 
I made it happen all by myself.” 

4) hanunchi wrote, “I was seeing someone casually last 
winter and I mentioned I hadn’t been skating in forever so 
we ended up going to a rink nearby at 2 in the morning! 
Was freezing, but skating late at night with no one around 
was so fun! Ended up playing hockey, too, which I 
completely suck at, but it was wholesome, innocent fun. Ha 
ha.” 

5) iusedtobefamous1892 wrote, “I got home from work and 
I just decided ‘F[**]k it, I really like this guy. Let’s see 
what happens,’ so I called him as soon as I got home and I 
said, ‘Do you wanna get dinner?’ So we went and got 
Chinese food, and we’ve been together for five and a half 
years. :)” 
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6) daisymaez wrote, “My husband surprised me, took me to 
watch some cutting horses being trained and I got to pet 
them, and then took me to lunch and the food was 
delicious! I really enjoyed everything from the initial 
surprise as well as his creative planning to do something I 
would enjoy! Let me follow this by saying I’m usually the 
one who has to initiate alone time with him because we 
have four kids and I have to ask my mom to babysit if we 
are going to do something together. So, for me, having my 
husband initiate a date was awesome, and I was over the 
moon! Also, I love horses and he knows that, so it was an 
awesome date for me all around! I love him so much!” 

7) oliviaorwhatever wrote, “We were out for a drive, and he 
noticed that if we went down the street we were on for 
another three hours, we’d make it to the town he grew up 
in. We decided, whatever, let’s have a road trip! Called up 
his grandma, who was delighted to let us stay over for the 
weekend, and within 15 minutes we were on our way.” 

8) crunchiestcroissant wrote this: 

“We woke up in the morning and he wanted to watch 
movies all day, so I suggested we go and get coffee first. 

“We left at 11am, and on the way to the cafe he said he 
wanted to show me a feminist bookshop. We got our coffee 
and walked to the bookshop, but it had closed and turned 
into a vintage store — but next to it was a walkway he’d 
never been down before. So we went down it, and ended up 
the same street as a food market I’d been wanting to go to. 
So we walked towards the market, and on the way we 
stopped at a camping shop. When we left, I looked down a 
little doorway next to the camping store and realized it was 
an alley with a cute little wine bar down the back. 

“So we stopped for a glass of wine, which turned into a 
bottle of wine. We talked about getting married, meeting 
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his parents, the number of kids we wanted, and where we 
wanted to live. Then as we were wandering back to his 
place, we stumbled across a Burmese restaurant, so we 
stopped and had dinner. Finally we made it home with our 
bellies full of wine and food, 11 hours after we’d left that 
morning. 

“It was so fun and so spontaneous, and we literally did 
none of what we had planned because we kept getting 
sidetracked, and honestly it was the best date ever.”75 

76. “Guys, What Made You Realize, ‘This Girl is 
Definitely Not Into Me’?” 

1) gigila wrote, “I’m not a guy, but I was in a club and 
wanted to go to the bathroom. He kept pulling me back 
onto his lap. I tried to explain, but he wouldn’t listen. So I 
peed in his lap.” 

2) Finito-1994 wrote this: 

“Oh, snap. So, last fall I went to class and ran into this 
really cute girl and I thought, ‘Hey, I’m gonna try to talk to 
her more,’ and over the next two weeks I found 0 openings 
until we were told to get into groups for a project. Small 
class, but I wasn’t in her group so I asked her if it was cool 
if I joined her group because they seemed more serious 
than my other group (bunch of losers). 

“She said yes. So it was me, her best friend, and another 
girl I’d talked to for a bit. We agreed to meet up on Friday 
at the library. We talked a bit more before then and became 
friends. She’s really touchy so she’d grab my arm, lean on 
me, etc. I thought she was into me. I show up early and she 

 
75 Source: throwmorefaraway, “Hi girls, what was your most 
spontaneous date?” Reddit. AskWomen. 11 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yycht7pl>. 
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was there alone, so we began to talk and she’s sooo much 
like me. Has a weird sense of humor, very smart, and super 
friendly. She even liked Dragonball. That’s the dream! 

Then the other two girls arrive, and I see her phone and her 
lock screen is of her best friend. The other girl comments, 
‘Aww, your best friend’s your lock screen?’ And she says, 
‘Nope, my girlfriend’s my lock screen’. 

“So that really made me realize she totally wasn’t 
interested in me at all. 

“Funny thing is, we all are still really good friends. We’ve 
tried to take classes together, and she’s helped me out when 
I had trouble. I accidentally ruined her surprise birthday 
party, we hung out while we could, she’d buy us lunch and 
invite us to her place, and we really have a good time 
together. Those three girls are the best friends I’ve made in 
university. 

“It’s kinda sad, but before, I went like six months without 
anyone in college saying my name or even talking to me. 
They weren’t mean. They were just not my friends. But I 
met these girls, and I have a friend network, I have a 
constant study group, and she’s even helping me lose 
weight because I couldn’t do it on my own. 

“She wasn’t into me, but I honestly couldn’t care less. I’m 
way happier now than I was before I met her.” 

3) igobydotgatsby wrote, “When I accidentally let a fart 
slip as we got out of the car to her crib and then suddenly 
had to sleep in the guest room.”76 

 
76 Source: backupstrapon, “Guys, what made you realize, ‘this girl is 
definitely not into me’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y589o9yo>. 
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77. “What is Your Favourite Memory with Your 
Grandparents?” 

1) Visiblepiano0 wrote, “I have loads of lovely memories, 
but the one that stands out is when I told my nan about my 
first boyfriend (now husband). She was always asking if I’d 
met anyone nice — to be fair I was 24 when I met him so it 
was a long time coming. She was so excited. And she’d 
always, since I was little, said I needed to marry a doctor 
because she wanted a doctor in the family. When I told her 
he was a doctor (PhD in Chemistry), her eyes lit up and she 
said, ‘A doctor in the family?’ She was really ill and didn’t 
manage to meet him — I really wish she could have been 
there for the wedding when she really did get a doctor in 
the family. But the look on her face knowing that what she 
had wanted since I was little might actually be coming true 
was so lovely. I’m so, so glad I got to tell her about him at 
least.” 

2) augenwiehimmel wrote, “That night in July 1969. They 
allowed me to watch the coverage of the Moon Landing. 
Both dozed off: Grandma because she was bored, and 
Grandpa because he had a few drinks too much.” 

Lennybriscoeforthewin commented, “That’s so funny. I 
remember that day, too, because we were visiting my old 
Uncle Willie and he let us kids take as many coins as we 
could grab with one hand from his coin jar. He said he was 
going to make a lot of money in the stock market because 
of the moon landing.” 

3) Back2Bach wrote this: 

“The funniest memory: 

“Grandmother was very artistic and creative. She made a 
‘scarecrow’ for their garden that looked exactly like my 
Grandfather (even his legs and mid-section)! 
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“When people would see it who didn’t know that she 
crafted it to look like him, they’d tell her: ‘That scarecrow 
looks amazingly like your husband!’” 

4) jacramer wrote, “My grandma on my dad’s side would 
try to instruct my dad how to make her special recipe 
stuffing during Thanksgiving. He would just be using the 
packaged mix, but she didn’t know. My grandma on my 
mom’s side would look through all of the spoons in the 
house and insist that we didn’t have the right spoon for her 
to make the gravy. I miss them so much.” 

5) Ndeipi wrote, “When I left for college, we stopped at 
their house in the middle of the six-hour drive. Grandma 
slipped me a $20 and said, ‘Don’t tell Grandpa.’ Grandpa 
slipped me a $20 and said, ‘Don’t tell Grandma.’ Last time 
I saw him alive. The memory makes me smile.” 

6) GermanWinterkind wrote this: 

“There was a long, carpeted staircase in my maternal 
grandmother’s house. My sister and I used to love sliding 
down the stairs on our bottoms and pretending to be cross-
eyed when we reached the bottom. It freaked our 
grandmother out every single time for a couple of seconds 
before she started laughing, and we loved doing it even 
more when we realized that. 

“I went to their house a couple of days ago to get a few 
things before the house is cleaned out (grandma died two 
years ago, grandpa followed her this spring) and went down 
that staircase on my bottom for the last time. It made me so 
happy, and I’ll always remember that particular memory 
fondly. 

“The other set of grandparents is still alive and I finally told 
my grandmother I am going to name my potential daughter 
after her. She was very touched, and we shared a special 
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moment. We usually don’t talk about emotional things like 
that, but this conversation has brought us closer.” 

7) NoUse29808 wrote, “I head over to my grandparents’ 
house for lunch, and my grandfather is sitting in the garage 
when I arrive. He whispers to me, ‘Don’t tell your 
grandmother, but I have some whiskey hidden in the 
workbench if you’d like a drink’. We have a sip and I head 
inside while he re-hides the bottle. Grandma is standing in 
the kitchen making lunch. She motions me over and 
whispers in my ear, ‘Don’t tell your grandfather, but I 
know that bastard has whiskey hidden in his workbench.’” 

8) Dazzling_Speaker wrote, “My Grandma is the reason I 
love to read so much. She didn’t have an opportunity to 
continue her education, so she read constantly, and I 
inherited that trait. When I was really young, she brought 
over a book for me because the main character shared our 
name (I’m named after her). I can remember reading it to 
her and her helping me through it. I remember my 
grandfather laughing along as he watched, probably 
because he couldn’t believe she found someone else who 
read as much as she did. I was always kind of angsty, even 
as a child, and I used to pull that book out when I felt down 
or misunderstood, and it always brought me comfort. My 
grandparents have passed on now, and I don’t have my 
copy of that book anymore, but I do have other books she’d 
gifted to me that remind me of her. It’s hard not to think of 
that memory when I sit down to start a new book, but it’s 
such a good one to have.”77 

 
77 Source: Pinnzepannz, “What is your favourite memory with your 
grandparents?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yy8hrbc4>. 
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78. “Men, What Compliment Have You Received that 
Still Makes You Smile When You Think About It?” 

1) Q-Dot_DoublePrime wrote this: 

“I dated a woman while I was in my mid-20’s for about 
five years. She was 29 when we got together and 34 when 
we parted on good terms. During ‘after move-out, post-
break-up’ drinks, she told me, ‘We were supposed to be 
only a one-night-stand. Instead you got the entirety of my 
sexual peak. It was a good decision, and I am glad we’re 
still friends.’ 

“She taught me a lot of things over that five years. How to 
be a better person, a better adult, and I would like to think a 
better lover. But there was never LOVE between us. Not 
once in five years did we say ‘I love you’ to each other. 
Still makes me smile that that dumbass I used to be could 
be something like that to someone.” 

2) darko2309 wrote this: 

“Back in my. high school days, I was always so worried 
about being naked in front of a girl, so insecure, though, to 
note, I was a basketball player and worked out, I just didn’t 
think of myself as attractive then. I was also worried about 
my size down there because my only reference of course 
was porn, ha ha. 

“I remember getting naked, getting it on with a girl, and her 
first word seeing me after undressing was ‘daaamnnn’. I 
think that’s given me the confidence with girls since, ha 
ha.” 

3) FatherKersene wrote, “My neighbor told me I looked 
really good in blue one time, and now every time I wear 
blue stuff, I’m in a good mood.” 
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4) PMYOURBOOBOVERFLOW wrote, “A girl working 
the drive-thru at a McDonald’s told me I had beautiful 
eyes. This happened like 10 years ago, and I still think 
about it.” 

5) moms_new_boyfriend wrote, “I went on a ‘float’ in the 
Marines for my first deployment (a shipboard tour) and 
when I got back, our Master Sergeant said I was the only 
Marine he’d ever trained that had gone on a float and came 
back improved in his skills instead of needing retraining. It 
was really out of nowhere, too; he called me into his office 
just to tell me that.”78 

79. “Girls, What’s the Most Obvious ‘I Like You’ Hint 
You Gave a Guy, But for Some Reason They Still 
Didn’t Get It?” 

1) Celui-the-Maggot wrote this: 

“‘You wanna go out?’ 

“I wish I were joking. 

“Edit: I had to reword my question for him, and when I said 
‘dating,’ he replied ‘OHHHH’ and it finally clicked for 
him. We dated for a while! We still laugh about the 
situation because it’s just funny to think about.” 

2) lulumustelidaeee wrote this: 

“We were stargazing. 

“Him: OK, to find a shooting star, just look at a point that 
you’re attracted to. 

“I look straight at him. 

 
78 Source: [Deleted.] “Men, what compliment have you received that 
still makes you smile when you think about it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 
August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2cey2f2>. 
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“Him: No, you need to look at the sky!” 

3) BB12889 wrote, “Asking for his hand, then writing my 
phone number on it.” 

fionaapplerules commented, “I did that three times, but of 
course they never called. I still cringe about doing that.” 

PhoenixFromTheAsses commented: 

“To be fair, I once had a very charming lady write her 
number on my hand. I’m an avid hand washer … meaning, 
before and after using the bathroom. I was drying my 
hands, about to walk out of the bathroom before I 
remembered the ink. 

“Too late. She was already gone, and serendipity never 
gave me another chance. I was mad at myself for weeks.” 

4) BlameLorgar wrote this: 

“There’s a lot of dude stories in this thread, but I have to 
add one more. 

“Two of my friends invited me out to a park (these two 
were/are dating). When I showed up it was them, plus an 
extra woman. We hung out, played some games for a 
couple hours, then I grabbed my buddy and left. 

“‘So, what’d you think of [friendly lady]?’  

“‘She seems nice.’ 

“Flash forward to the evening: He invited me out to the 
club. When I show up, once again, new lady friend is there. 
We get some drinks, dance for a bit, about 3/4 of the way 
through the night she leaned in and whispered in my ear 
‘Under this dress I’m not wearing any panties.’ 

“‘Commando, eh? It’s a great comfort thing.’ 
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“The look on her face was a mix of disbelief and insult. At 
the end of the night, she was leaving with another guy. I 
waved and said, ‘Have fun, it was good meeting you!’ And 
when I turned back, my buddy looked at me like I was the 
dumbest thing on the planet. ‘That’s quite the reaction from 
the dude we were trying to set her up with.’ 

“And that’s when it all made sense.” 

5) Sabrowsky wrote this: 

“Before my girlfriend was my girlfriend, she was just a 
friend I had a crush on who texted me saying she f[**]ked 
up because she drunk-texted her crush the night before. I 
replied with ‘Damn, was it bad?’ And had a conversation 
with her. 

“Some 20 minutes later, I realized she spent the whole 
night in question texting me. 

“I’m not an extremely intelligent man. 

“Edit: In the off chance my girlfriend actually sees this and 
recognizes me, I wanna just say I love her a lot.” 

PM_ME__RECIPES commented: 

“I was that guy at least once. 

“I was taking transit home from a New Year’s party at a 
friend’s bar, I ended up chatting with this beautiful woman 
about my age, find out I’d just left the university she was 
finishing up at that year and she was staying with some of 
her family in my neighborhood for the rest of the holidays. 
Generally, we hit it off pretty well; we end up having an 
animated, hilarious conversation for the hour-ish trip. 

“As I go to get off at my stop, she says, ‘I’d love to get 
together for a drink before I leave town again.’ 
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“And my dumb [*]ss  says, ‘Yeah, that’d be great!’ Then I 
wave goodbye and hop off the streetcar. 

“It took me about 14 steps to realize that: 

“1. She wanted to exchange contact information so we 
could see each other again. 

“2. We didn’t exchange that information. 

“3. I am colossally stupid as a person.” 

6) RogueXOOO wrote this: 

“Well, this is probably the most embarrassing moment of 
my life, but I’ll share anyways. 

“In year 11th, I liked this guy and I had been dropping hints 
for a while and since they weren’t getting me anywhere 
(with a lot of encouragement from my best friend, who was 
convinced he liked me, too), I outright told him ‘I like you’. 

“His answer hurt a little, not gonna lie: ‘What? That wasn’t 
even funny.’ 

“To which I had to clarify that I was in fact not joking: ‘I’m 
being serious’. 

“And as it turns out my best friend was terribly wrong 
because his answer was ‘Well, this is awkward. I actually 
like your best friend’. 

“The friendship with the guy got really awkward afterward 
because he kept making jokes about how I liked him. ‘Hey, 
I’m sitting next to you, but this doesn’t mean anything, so 
don’t get any ideas.’ ‘Completely platonic, you’re like 
another dude to me’. ‘Ha, she wishes’. 
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“Needless to say, I got over him quite quickly.”79 

80. “What Heartwarming Story Do You Have to Share 
that Could Cheer Up Anyone on Reddit Who’s Feeling 
Down Right Now?” 

1) DaughterEarth wrote this: 

“I’m bisexual. I pretty much always knew, given once I 
started getting crushes, they were always on both girls and 
boys. I just didn’t know there was a name for it until I 
understood what family members meant when they were 
saying bad things about LGBT people. 

“And by then it was when I would actually date other 
people as opposed to the more innocent crushes of 
elementary years. So I kept it secret. I did keep a diary, 
though, and I wrote about a girl crush in one, and my dad 
read it and FREAKED OUT. So I totally denied 
everything. My mom also sent me some article about 
calling out gay people on their sin so I assumed she 
suspected, too, and totally denied it to her as well. 

“Well, in my later 20s I finally told both of them despite 
my fears. I learned my dad had earlier freaked out because 
at that time I was 15 and he didn’t want me to be sexually 
active at that age. And he’s entirely supportive. I learned 
my mom actually agreed with the reference in the article 
about a pastor who loves his kid because he’s gay, and not 
in spite of it. And she supports me, too, although she is 
pretty confused about the whole thing. 

“tl;dr// [too long; didn’t read] I figured my religious and 
apparently anti-LGBT parents wouldn’t accept me for 

 
79 Source: boredgazorpazorp, “Girls, what’s the most obvious ‘I like 
you’ hint you gave a guy, but for some reason they still didn’t get it?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 12 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxcx2gjv>. 
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being bi. When I finally told them, they were supportive 
and not upset at all.” 

2) Frogmommy15 wrote, “When my oldest daughter left 
for university and moved 3,000 km away, I was devastated. 
The sense of loss was overwhelming. We didn’t have much 
money and I had no idea when I would see her again. We 
knew we couldn’t fly her home for Christmas and there was 
a real possibility she wouldn’t be coming home for the 
summer if she found work. One of my work colleagues 
used her air miles to buy me a plane ticket to go out and 
surprise my daughter with a visit. Many tears and laughter 
ensued. RIP, Joanne — one of the most generous and 
compassionate people I have known.”80 

  

 
80 Source: LaDeeDahDahDay, “What heartwarming story do you have 
to share that could cheer up anyone on Reddit who’s feeling down right 
now?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2696bvf>. 
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Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “What Did Your Partner Do that Made You 
Immediately Think ‘He / She’s the One for Me’?” 

1) FrenchFriedGrace wrote this: 

“He changed my bedpans. 

“I had a cyst rupture on my ovaries, and I was incredible 
pain. I’m in the Emergency Room getting all kinds of labs 
and exams done while the doctors tried to figure out what 
was going on. I couldn’t walk. The nurses weren’t giving 
me much attention between tests so my boyfriend at the 
time had to hunt someone down when I had to pee soooooo 
bad. He came back with a pan and got that sucker up under 
me while I screamed in pain the whole time. Removing it 
out from under me, he spilled a good amount on himself. 
Then he sat with me all night, in pee-soaked clothes. Yep. I 
knew no one else would have sat with me through that 
night. We married three years later. This year is our 10-year 
anniversary.” 

2) permeatingenthymeme wrote this: 

“He helped me off the toilet. I was having the Period from 
Hell, went the Emergency Room, bleeding just an insane 
amount, they ended up admitting me to the hospital and 
giving me several blood transfusions (nobody ever figured 
out what was wrong but after about a week they got it to 
stop). 

“Anyway, at the beginning of all that I had lost so much 
blood just going to the bathroom left me really out of 
breath and dizzy, which was super fun since I had to go like 
every 45 minutes to deal with everything. He helped me up 
and let me lean on him, stayed by my side through the 
whole hospital stay, took me home with him to help take 
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care of me while I recovered, listened to the doctors and 
asked questions and advocated for me while I was out of it. 

“I felt so loved and secure and cared for and just trusted 
him so much, I knew without a doubt he had my back and 
was there for me in every way. I never once worried about 
my care when he was there with me. After that, I knew he 
was the person I wanted to spend my life with. Now we’re 
engaged.” 

3) sovida wrote this: 

“I had just come out of a 16-year marriage in which I was 
constantly pressured to engage in sex acts I was 
uncomfortable with and to have sex I didn’t want. He told 
me early on, regarding sex, that it never had to happen at 
all. I was just so blown away by this, although I still 
wondered if it was possible that he really meant it — but he 
did. 

“He’s been true to his word and has never been coercive or 
pressured me at all. He stops immediately if there’s any 
indication that I’m not comfortable. He’s made it clear that 
he never wants me to do anything with him sexually that 
I’m not excited about doing. And unlike my ex, he’s 
completely okay with me not being excited about doing 
things (and therefore not doing them).” 

4) 4howmany_pesos wrote, “He noticed the snacks I’d grab 
at the gas station on little road trips and proceeded to buy 
all of the same snacks to have on hand for me at his house.” 

humanpringle commented, “My Significant Other is like 
this, too. He’s not a sweets person at all, but he noticed I 
always like something a little sweet in my lunch so when 
he packs for me he always will put at minimum a granola 
bar if that’s all we have but sometimes those little M&M 
packets or a cookie or something.” 
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5) masterofyourhouse wrote, “We found out within a 
month of dating that we had the same phone password for 
the same reason.”81 

82. “Bras Can be Helpful, But Can Also Fail Miserably, 
What is Your Bra Horror Story?” 

1) Makemelaughoutloud wrote, “First date with my now-
husband. I wore a brand-new front-closure bra. We were 
driving along in the car, and it comes undone! He’s talking 
away and I try to casually reach up under my shirt with one 
hand to close it and he catches me. He’s like … ‘Whatcha 
doing over there?’” 

2) Godamn_Bandersnatch wrote this: 

“I was working at my Starbucks and was helping one of our 
other managers stock the back room. This particular co-
worker of mine is an older dude — best friends with the 
GM’s husband — but he was pretty cool so we got along. I 
had just gotten a new bra from Victoria’s Secret (this was 
the last one of theirs I’d ever buy) and I had lifted a box of 
white mocha syrup over my head when there was an 
audible rip, and my boobs just … fell. 

“My co-worker heard the rip, looked up and saw my chest 
move in my shirt and the horror on my face, turned red, and 
looked away. 

“‘I’M GONNA GO TO THE BATHROOM BE RIGHT 
BACK,’ I said, and he just said (bless him), ‘OK.’ 

“And I went in the restroom and saw that I had She-Hulked 
the damn thing right down the middle. I didn’t bust the 
seam, but instead straight up ripped through the fabric. I 

 
81 Source: natcjro, “What did your partner do that you immediately 
thought ‘he/she’s the one for me’?” Reddit. AskWomen. 13 August 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3nocya7>. 
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begged off for the last 15 minutes, and chucked the stupid 
thing in the trash.”82 

83. “Moms, What is One of the Greatest Compliments 
You’ve Ever Received From Your Kid?” 

1) awesosom wrote, “The other day, my five-year-old blew 
flowers at me because she was celebrating me being the 
best mom. My kids have been with me 24/7 for a million 
days during this pandemic. They’ve heard me swear more 
than ever, seen me more stressed out than ever, and seen 
me at my worst. Yet they say I am the best. They love me 
unconditionally, and it’s the best feeling in the world.” 

2) ExtremelyLopsided wrote, “My three-year-old daughter 
told me I’m her best friend in the whole wide world, and 
that she hopes we’re friends forever.” 

3) Emptyplates wrote, “That I’ve been the Okayest mom.” 

4) sleepymama15 wrote, “My son told me that I was more 
beautiful than Princess Elsa while he was painting my 
fingernails.” 

5) t12aq wrote this: 

“‘Are you the best in the world at fast typing? I think you 
are.’ 

“Why. thank you.” 

6) raven_darkseid wrote, “My son recently described me as 
‘the coolest and meanest mom in the world.’ I’m doing 
something right.” 

 
82 Source: “Bras can be helpful, but can also fail miserably, What is 
your bra horror story?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6kbjz6w>. 
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7) SchrodingerD[**]khead wrote, “Can someone help me 
with this puzzle? No, not you, dad. I want mommy, she’s 
smart.”83 

84. “When Did You Meet Your Present Significant 
Other?” 

Tinylady86 wrote, “I want to point out that I am only 4’8 
and he is 6’7 so you will understand the story. On the first 
day of high school, he walked right into me and toppled 
over me, effectively squishing me. Then he jumped up, 
picked me up, searched me over for injuries, placed me 
back on my feet, and apologized for squishing me. He then 
spent the rest of the day making sure I knew he did in fact 
see me. The next day he stuck a long stick with a flag on 
my bookbag and burst out laughing. We have been best 
friends since and are getting married in April.”84 

85. “What’s a Story You’ve Wanted to Tell on Here for 
a While But Haven’t had the Right Question Come 
Up?” 

1) jephitopheles wrote this: 

“My longest first date lasted three days. I went to an art 
opening with some friends. The director of the gallery and I 
locked eyes across the room and walked over and started 
chatting like we were old friends. After the gallery closed, 
we went to a midnight movie. The next two days we spent 
every minute together, walking around campus, walking 
through the park, having meals together. Because we went 

 
83 Source: ridiculously_single, “Moms, what is one of the greatest 
compliments you’ve ever received from your kid?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 18 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4po2agv>. 
84 Source: Antique_Gazelle, “When did you meet your present 
significant other?” Reddit. AskWomen. 23 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxghxdu4>. 
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to a geeky school, we also went to a computer lab to do 
some homework together as well. I went to her studio and 
she taught me how to frame canvases for paintings. I took 
her to my office and showed her the project I was working 
on. After like two days of being up, I said, ‘We should 
probably get some sleep,’ to which she agreed. I wasn’t 
sure if she was going to go home at that point or what, but 
we both just walked over to my apartment and crashed. We 
didn’t even have sex; we just fell asleep in each other’s 
arms. 

“I’d never had an experience like that, where we were just 
instantly a couple. We just both felt the same connection at 
the same time, completely unspoken. We were both just all 
in, literally from the moment we saw each other.” 

To answer a question about the rest of the story, 
jephitopheles wrote, “I graduated and moved away. She 
stayed to finish her final year. We saw each other on and 
off for the following year, ending with a visit on my 
birthday. At the end of the visit, she admitted she had 
started seeing someone local. I had just started seeing 
someone local as well. So we finished one last great 
weekend together and parted friends. Even in our parting, 
we were on the same wavelength. I never saw her again, 
but I have nothing but happy memories of her.” 

Minterpreter commented, “Hate to say this, man, but that’s 
the one who got away.” 

jephitopheles replied, “Maybe. But I could tell at least three 
other stories that were just as crazy and meaningful in 
different ways. I just feel fortunate for having had the 
experience.” 

Minterpreter replied, “That’s actually a really good way of 
looking at it. I hope you find someone like that again, good 
man!” 
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Given the excellence of this relationship, jephitopheles 
added this: 

“I had a number of bad relationships before her, but still 
managed to keep an open heart. It’s a thin line between 
being open to meeting the right person, and fooling 
yourself into thinking someone is the right person. 

“It’s different for everyone, but I need to be open with 
someone I’m seeing. If she takes advantage, then I’d rather 
see her true face sooner rather than later. I always trust my 
instincts. Sometimes they’re wrong. But that just helps me 
hone my instincts for the next time. Once I start pulling 
back and not trusting my own feelings, then I’m completely 
lost. 

“All of my relationships after her were better than all the 
ones before her. So aside from having an amazing time 
with her, she was affirmation that I should stay on my path 
because there are good people out there.” 

ClassyJacket commented: 

“Very cute, I have a similar story. 

“I met a girl in a hostel, and we ended almost immediately 
spending almost 24 hours a day together for a month and 
travelling to three countries together. We rode electric 
scooters around Prague, took a rattly old train to a tiny 
town where nobody spoke English and hiked up a mountain 
in Ukraine, took MDMA together in an AirBNB, went to a 
cat cafe, found a pole in Poland we decided was the Poland 
pole, did various scenic Polaroid photoshoots, went on a 
spontaneous road trip between two countries, walked 
through Auschwitz together, and loads more. In one month, 
having just met. “We learned all about the differences 
between our countries and cultures. We seemed to bring out 
the best in each other. It was so adorable. Probably the best 
month of my life so far. 
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“Oh, great. I just looked at the photos and made myself 
sad.” 

jephitopheles commented,  

“That’s awesome. It must be great finding someone on the 
road like that with whom you can explore the world. 

“I have two friends [lesbians] who took a year off of work 
to travel the world together. They ended up hitting it off 
with a girl they met along the way who ended up traveling 
with them for like a month [the girl requested it]. It wasn’t 
until much later that the girl realized they were on a 
romantic trip and probably would have enjoyed some alone 
time on their trip. But as gay women traveling the world, 
they realized how much safer they would feel if they were 
alone [no men] and met someone they could travel with, so 
they happily adopted her for the trip. They’re all still good 
friends now and laugh about how this girl just invited 
herself along.” 

2) Conspiracy313 wrote, “I was about eight years old when 
my mom decided to leave me home alone for the VERY 
first time for a few hours to take care of errands. About an 
hour in, I heard some loud noises in my front yard. When I 
opened the door to investigate, I was greeted with about 10 
policemen in the street aiming pistols at me and an 
unfamiliar car in my driveway. Apparently, two armed 
robbers had robbed the local Walmart and been chased all 
the way to my house where they were hiding in my garage 
before being arrested. Fortunately, my mother had locked 
the garage door before leaving, but she was in hysterics 
when she returned and the neighbors told her what 
happened. Needless to say, I wasn’t left home alone again 
until I was about 10.” 

3) Noralexploring wrote, “TWO LITTLE BOYS 
THOUGHT I WAS A MERMAID. So I was at the beach at 
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the Adriatic Sea (peaceful water), and I like to swim or 
float for hours at the time. One day I was in the water for 
five hours and as the sun started going down, I decided to 
go home. I swam near the shore, rested in the water deep 
enough where I could stand. I was wearing a strapless 
swimsuit so from the distance it looked like I didn’t have a 
top on. After a while I heard behind me a boy yelling: ‘Girl, 
girl’. I, a nervous wreck, didn’t turn around. But then I 
heard it again and the boy added: ‘Dude, she’s a mermaid’. 
I almost lost it! Then, both boys tried to get my attention 
and started swimming toward me. I just gave them my best 
smile, dived, and swam in the deep water again. I waited 
until they left to get out the water. I wonder if they still 
believe in mermaids.”85 

86. “Parents of Reddit, What’s Something You Know 
About that Your Child Tries to Hide from You, But 
You Actually Have No Problem with It?” 

1) InannasPocket wrote this: 

“My three-year-old ‘sneaks’ peas directly from the freezer. 
She also loves to ‘steal’ veggies we’re prepping to cook by 
pointing at something so I look away, and frequently takes 
on-the-go bites out of greens/herbs in the garden (if she just 
leans over to chomp them and doesn’t use her hands I think 
I’m not supposed to be able to notice). 

“Apparently, vegetables are way more delicious if you 
think you’re being sneaky about it? Anyway, I ended up 
with a toddler who voluntarily eats vegetables so I’m not 
gonna complain.” 

 
85 Source: KermitTheFraud92, “What’s a story you’ve wanted to tell on 
here for a while but haven’t had the right question come up?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 24 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2qzg9jm>. 
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Hypersapien commented, “Everything is more delicious 
when you’re being sneaky about it.” 

2) Alrinduku wrote, “My three-year-old daughter heard my 
doctor tell me I need to drink more water so she will 
secretly place waters on my desk or my nightstand. I love 
it: I never have to get my lazy [*]ss up to get water from 
the kitchen. When I ask her where they come from, she 
tells me the water fairy.”  

3) alowlybartender wrote, “My kids are terrible at hiding 
anything. They’ll sneak a piece of candy or something, and 
then immediately tell on themselves. It always starts with, 
‘Dad, I don’t want to tell you this …’ Then they wait for 
me to play the game by saying, ‘What don’t you want to 
tell me?’ they hit me with a ‘I don’t want to say…’ then I 
say, ‘It’s okay, just tell me.’ Then they admit to stealing a 
candy or whatever small thing they’ve done. I always play 
along, and I always immediately tell them it’s okay and 
thank them for telling me. I want to reinforce the idea that 
if they feel like they need to tell me something, even if they 
don’t really want to, they can, and I’ll listen and won’t 
overreact.” 

4) EdgyGoose wrote, “He ‘secretly’ stays up past his 
bedtime to read, sometimes for hours. Like, dude, you can 
read all you want.” 

5) Kaz404 wrote this: 

“Son, aged nine, reads in bed and tries to hide it. He even 
turns out the light when I pass next to his room. I have no 
idea what is going on, but it makes me laugh so I never tell 
him it’s not even his bedtime yet. 

“Edit: I forgot the funny part: He reads out loud so we all 
know what is going on.” 
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In reply to a comment about the boy being nine and doing 
this, insertcaffeine commented, “All kids learn and grow 
and process information differently.” 

6) MamaOnica wrote this: 

“I want these other parents’ kids to talk to my kid. He’s 
also nine, but he won’t read on his own. It doesn’t matter 
what we’ve offered, he flat out refuses. We’ve even tried to 
bribe him with games. Read 10 books of 100 pages or more 
(alternative: read four comic books to equal one book) for 
an $80 game. C’mon, kid I, wish my parents would have 
offered me this! 

“But he’ll stay up waaaaay past his bedtime watching Bill 
Nye and other sciencey YouTube videos. He also thinks he 
can hide the Minecraft ones he watches in between on 
occasion. 

“My six-year-old doesn’t really hide anything from us yet. 
She’s actually pretty good about asking what is and isn’t 
okay, and she talks about things that she does. Like staying 
up late to write in her journal: ‘Mommy, can I tell you a 
secret and you won’t get mad? I stayed up until tomorrow 
(after midnight) last night and was writing in my journal! 
But then I got sleepy and went to sleep.’” 

7) Lasersandsh[*]t wrote, “One thing stands out for me. My 
daughter had been saving her money because she wanted 
another battery-powered car to drive around the yard. I 
asked her how much she had saved so far. She got this look 
of guilt and she didn’t want to say. She finally admitted that 
she had taken all of her money to school and donated it to a 
fundraiser they had for a classmate who was fighting 
cancer. She was six years old at this time, and she had 
taken a little over 200 dollars and given it to this kid and 
his family. She didn’t want to tell me because she thought I 
would get mad at her. She said she did it because when she 
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got hurt, people gave her cards and gifts and money to help 
her get better and she just wants her friend to get better. I 
was EXTREMELY proud of her, so right then I told her to 
get her shoes on: You earned that new car, and I can’t be 
mad at you for helping someone.” 

8) estau329 wrote, “My three-year-old always tries to sneak 
treats from the freezer. She can’t ever reach so she’ll come 
up to me and say, ‘Do you smell what’s in the freezer? It’s 
an ice cream and sandwich.’ I didn’t know you could smell 
ice cream sandwiches, but it gets me every time!”86 

87. “What Unusual Way Did You Find Out an Old 
Classmate Died?” 

[Name Censored] wrote this: 

“So, I found out about a death in a roundabout way. 

“An old classmate was tagged in a photo on my fb 
[Facebook] feed. Thing was, he wasn’t in the picture. It 
was just a couple guys holding a vase of some sort. The 
caption read, "We had a great time! Thanks for letting us 
borrow [guy]!" 

“I looked through some of [guy]’s photos and kept seeing 
him tagged in pictures of people holding the same vase. 

“Turns out, he got squashed by some heavy machinery 
doing construction. After he was cremated, his parents put 
his ashes in an urn and lent it out to his friends so that they 
could still hang out with him. 

“It was kind of sweet, albeit a bit unusual.” 

 
86 Source: EDS_Vibez, “Parents of Reddit, what’s something you know 
about that your child tries to hide from you, but you actually have no 
problem with it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3m6mlv7>. 
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JACKALTOOTH87 commented, “Definitely unusual, but I 
see nothing too weird about it. It’s a bad way to go. To be 
able to have his friends hold him one last time is sweet to 
me even if it’s a small gesture.” 

happyhappyfool commented, “Awesome that he has friends 
who care enough to do that. If I died, I feel like hardly 
anyone would even notice I was gone.” 

PrettyPinkNightmare replied to the above comment: 

“I had a friend who probably thought the same. We were 
the same group of six guys at every occasion. And he didn’t 
really have any connection to other people. He committed 
suicide and at least 300 people showed up at his funeral. A 
lot of faces I would not have expected. […] 

“Moral of the story. Do not underestimate your impact on 
people. Even if you don’t stay in touch with many, people 
will think of you and miss you. 

“Seriously, he died in Jan. 2019 and some day in May 2020 
was the first I didn’t think of him.”87 

88. “People Who Proposed and Got a No, What’s Your 
Story?” 

burnername1990 wrote, “She almost said No. Here we go. I 
asked my girlfriend who’s Polish, to come with me to 
Australia for a visit when we simultaneously finished 
volunteer work in England. She met my family and saw my 
home. Then we road-tripped down south four or five hours 
away. I took her to the lost beautiful place in the world. On 
the beach, sun setting, I get down on one knee and ask her 
to marry me. She says: ‘I don’t know.’ She didn’t say why. 

 
87 Source: McCrysler, “[Serious] How many people have died from 
your high school class so far? How did they die?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
26 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y56y7ox5>. 
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I didn’t want to make her feel awkward, so I said it was ok. 
We drove home. Five hours. The next day we were 
walking, and she said it was because of her parents, and she 
wasn’t expecting it at all, and wanted to talk to her friends. 
I then told her I had spoken to her parents and sister and 
they were all supportive. So later that day, she asked me to 
marry her, and I said yes.” 

To explain how he had visited her family without her 
knowledge, burnername1990 wrote, “The short version is I 
told her I was going to London to visit a missional 
community; something I was interested in. I flew to Poland 
and met her sister; she went with me to her parents’ place 
and translated the conversation. Her mum gave me a mug 
on the trip, with the name of her small town. When I got 
back to England. I accidentally left it out. She came to my 
room and saw it. I had to spin a tale about how I found it in 
London. Then after she said, ‘I don’t know,’ I just had to 
pull out the mug and explain I’d been there.” 

Standard_Pickle commented, “So what you’re saying is, a 
mug saved / made your marriage.”88 

89. “What was the Most Important Lesson Your 
Mother Taught You?” 

1) ghoulbug wrote this: 

“I used to be pretty rude with my mom a lot when I was 
little, and I’d usually be sent to my room for it. After a 
couple hours to think on it, I’d usually feel bad for having 
been unnecessarily mean and would usually do my best to 
go apologize to her for the fight. 

 
88 Source: Ghenges, “[Serious]People who proposed and got a ‘No’, 
what’s your story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyeydhbn>. 
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“One night, when I was on my way to her room to 
apologize after having been in my room for a couple hours, 
I overheard her talking to my aunt on the phone. She was 
talking about our fight, and said something like, ‘She has 
her moments, but I really appreciate about her that she 
always comes to apologize to me once she’s had time to 
think about it. She’s really self-aware and takes 
responsibility when she knows she’s done something 
wrong.’ 

“It was really formative for me, because it was really clear 
it wasn’t just performative because she thought I could hear 
her, and it was about something I had been doing on my 
own anyway, so it wasn’t like she was forcing me to do it 
or anything. I felt really validated and appreciated in that 
moment, maybe even more so than I would have been had 
she actually been talking to me— so I decided I was always 
going to be the kind of person who takes the time to really 
self-analyze about whether something I’ve done was not 
the right thing to do, and then always apologize if I was 
wrong, even if the confrontation [making the apology?] 
sucks.” 

2) -QuarterQueen- wrote, “She taught me a lot, but I’ll 
share a wholesome example. She taught me it’s okay to 
dance and let out that kind of energy since I would often 
check my own behaviour a lot as to not draw attention. 
Doesn’t matter who’s watching, f[**]k them, just enjoy 
whatever moment you’re in, go with the groove and move 
those feetsies.” 

3) adventurousmango24 wrote, “To never do something 
because a person or society expects you to. If you’re not 
hurting anyone, live your life doing what makes you 
happy.” 
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4) me0wsarah wrote, “This too shall pass. Whatever bad 
sh[*]t you’re going through, it’ll end and you will grow and 
be a better person because of it.”89 

90. “Mommies, What are Some Funny Pregnancy 
Moments You’ve Had?” 

1) mehlaknee wrote, “I was in the shower. My husband 
decided to pee despite my threats that I can’t handle the 
smell. He did anyway. Made me gag. Puked a bit. But I 
made sure to aim and puke on his penis.” 

2) Anomnomouse91 wrote, “My husband’s favorite 
pregnancy story from my first was the day he came home 
and I had eaten most of the carbs in our pantry. I was 
craving mashed potatoes, but I didn’t feel like making 
them. Instead I ate my way through a box of Girl Scout 
cookies, a bag of chips, and a box of crackers. All I actually 
wanted was mashed potatoes. He still finds it hilarious.” 

sharkdinner commented, “Ah, yes, Girl Scout Cookies, the 
best equivalent to mashed potatoes!” 

3) GetaN7 wrote, “Not sure if it counts as a pregnancy 
moment — I was in labor, sat down to poop, and … gave 
birth on the toilet. It wasn’t funny then, but it is now!” 

Anomnomouse91 commented, “Yeah, I begged my nurse 
to let me sit on the toilet while I was in labor because I felt 
like I was about to crap myself. She watched me like a 
hawk and was like, “This is usually what people say right 
before the baby pops out.” 

4) behindthesmiles- wrote, “Towards the end of my 
pregnancy, I was HUGE. My partner had just been offered 

 
89 Source: getanothername, “What was the most important lesson your 
mother taught you?” Reddit AskWomen. 26 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yysfqsew>. 
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the job he had worked so hard to get so to celebrate we 
went out for a meal we went to an all-you-can-eat buffet. 
Let’s just say I got my money’s worth. I got into the car to 
go home, and I couldn’t fasten my seat belt. I couldn’t 
physically reach my arm to the other side of my body to 
fasten it. I started hysterically crying and laughing at the 
same time.” 

5) EuphoricRealist wrote, “I found out I was pregnant 
because I was hospitalized for dehydration after a trip to the 
Emergency Room. I followed up with my first OB 
[obstetrician] appointment where the nurse was asking me 
if I was taking better care of myself. I told I was and went 
to give a urine sample — where I promptly puked my 
Honey Nut Cheerios into the sink. I tried to clean it up but 
was about to pass out again. So I went out to the nurse 
station, embarrassed, without peeing. They just shook their 
heads and sent me back to the hospital.” 

6) Bree12586 wrote, “I was eight months pregnant with my 
first child. I was late for work but had to get gas or I 
wouldn’t make it anyway. The car I had has a specific key 
to unlock the gas cap. I was freaking out and crying, tearing 
apart my car looking for this key. An elderly woman 
noticed my distress and asked me what was wrong. I 
informed her of the situation. Her reply: ‘Honey, your car is 
on.’ I’m still crying hysterically because I still can’t find it 
while I’m dumping out the contents of my purse. She takes 
me by the shoulders and moves my body to look at my 
opened door. She says, ‘Honey, your car is on. The keys 
are in the ignition.’ Yeah, talk about a face-palm 
moment.”90 

 
90 Source: sharkdinner, “Mommies, what are some funny pregnancy 
moments you’ve had?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3ar4gtn>. 
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91. “Mothers of Reddit, What is Your Favorite Quirk 
About Your Child?” 

1) mightymightyboosmom wrote, “I’ve been saying, ‘No, 
ma’am,’ to my daughter since she was old enough to move 
around. Now, if you do something she doesn’t like, this 19-
month-old with a very limited vocabulary just starts 
screaming ‘NO, MAAM’ be it man, woman, or child.” 

2) FortniteBotParty wrote this: 

“I have two kids. 

“My youngest will climb anything, then act terrified getting 
down. Like, ‘BOY, WHAT. You signed up for this, so why 
are you shocked every time!’ 

“My oldest responds to any demand with ‘NO, OK’ before 
he goes and does it. 

“He’s trying to keep me on my toes.” 

3) EuphoricRealist wrote, “My son is a comic artist, him 
and his best friend started a ‘publishing company’ in 3rd 
grade. He takes it very seriously and I’ve had to look up 
copyright laws for him. His first day of online school, the 
teacher asked him to tell the class about himself. Like 15 
minutes later I hear, ‘So if one of you find my artwork you 
canNOT use it. It says Comic Bros on the back and that’s 
infringement.’” 

4) stahipatma wrote, “Our 1.5-year-old son is rarely 
allowed in our bedroom anymore because he wreaks too 
much havoc in there. Lately, whenever he gets the chance, 
he races to our bed, throws himself on it and loudly 
screeches his bedtime lullaby with his face buried in the 
covers. It’s absolutely hilarious.” 
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5) Sconna87 wrote, “My three-year-old likes to furrow his 
brow at me and in a Batman voice say, ‘I love you, mama,’ 
at random times during the day.” 

6) runjumpsing wrote, “Since my son was born, I’d always 
kiss his head multiple times every time I pick him up. He’s 
two now, and whenever I pick him up he’ll bop his head 
into my face (a very mild headbutt) to get his kisses. My 
husband doesn’t think it’s as cute, but that’s because he is 
never ready for the headbutt when he picks up our son, so 
he ends up getting a toddler skull slammed into his jaw or 
cheekbone. Honestly, I think it’s hilarious.” 

7) ohpossum_my_possum wrote, “My five-month-old has 
been tube-fed since birth due to extremely bad reflux. He’s 
never been able to take a bottle. We’ve currently started 
him on solids. He loves the taste of butternut squash so 
much that he’ll hold it in his mouth and go, ‘Mmmm! 
Mmmm! Mmmm!’ over and over and it can take a while to 
encourage him to swallow because he’s enjoying the taste 
so much.” 

8) Firesunwatermoon wrote, “My middle child is on the 
spectrum and is so quirky. But the best is his jokes or logic, 
such as ‘boys turn into ghosts and girls turn into angels.’ Or 
when I asked him once how his day was when he was 
around four, he replied, ‘It was great. Greatfruit NOT 
grapefruit.’ It was super cute.” 

9) chelsiijo wrote, “She’s a little social justice warrior, 
which is beyond awesome, and she simply cannot 
comprehend why people are racist or homophobic. She gets 
really upset about it because she just doesn’t understand 
how anyone can have hate in them like that. And she’s 13 
and still thinks boys are gross, which is just outrageously 
adorable.” 
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10) MissNovemberFoxTrot wrote, “A story her teacher told 
me: When she was in grade 1. they were reviewing words 
that ended in ‘-ing.’ She said, ‘Negotiating.’ The teacher 
asked her where she learned such a big word. She said, ‘My 
mom tells me all the time that we are not negotiating,’ And 
she’s been able to turn what I say into moments of hilarity 
for others ever since.”  

11) MentalAndMad wrote this: 

“She talks in her sleep, and when I say talks, I mean that 
she makes demands for cuddles. 

“Two and a half and sound asleep yelling ‘[My name!] 
Cuddles!’ 

“She is not a cuddly kid, so it’s kind of funny.”91 

92. “Ladies, What’s the Coolest Thing Your Friend / 
Sister / Mom / Aunt / Grandmother has Ever Done?” 

1) WitchsmellerPrsuivnt wrote, “My mum was a 
dressmaker for drag queens and also large men who were in 
gender transition, and she made to-fit bras for homeless 
women. She also made clothes for very large ladies. Her 
funeral was very colourful and spectacular. :)” 

2) specialcookie wrote, “My great aunt was a feminist 
living on her own since 1930s. She couldn’t have children 
so she bought a motorcycle and travelled through Europe. 
After eastern Europe became communist, she supported the 
Catholic Church, travelled around with priests and 
distributed literature from abroad. She spoke German and 
French besides our mother tongue, and even though I got to 

 
91 Source: mdx5152, “Mothers of Reddit, what is your favorite quirk 
about your child?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y39yw4fg>. 
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know her when she was already old, it was always fun and 
a bit of mischief with her.” 

3) SpontaneousStupidity wrote, “Traveled the world! She’s 
been to six continents. So many countries. Every time we 
have stories to ask, she goes, ‘Oh, when I was camel riding 
to the pyramids of Giza,’ or ‘Did I tell you about the time I 
went to Venezuela?’ or ‘Oh, I got that in Jamaica!’ or ‘Yes, 
Italy was beautiful.’ She still continues to travel around the 
world in her 50’s, and we were planning a trip to Malaysia 
before the pandemic hit. I aspire to be as worldly and 
culture-savvy as her. :)” 

4) VixArcana wrote, “My mother forgot to bring dry 
clothes to the Polar Plunge fundraiser, didn't fit into the tiny 
leggings my sister bought at the last minute, and just went 
out to celebratory lunch in nothing but her long winter 
coat.”92 

93. “Kids Born to Teen Moms, How Different is Your 
Life Compared to Other Kids?” 

1) KushKapn1991 wrote this: 

“I was born to a teen mom, and a single one at that. I 
definitely had a lot more freedom and less supervision as a 
child since both of her parents (my grandparents obviously) 
passed away soon after I was born, so there weren’t many 
options for babysitters. Since she worked two jobs, I would 
often be on my own after school until about 8 or 9 at night, 
sometimes later. 

“She definitely struggled to hold down jobs due to not 
having an education and the overall grind would eventually 

 
92 Source: Potter-partyofone, “Ladies, what’s the coolest thing your 
friend/sister/mom/aunt/grandmother has ever done?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 23 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yyz6qy3p8>. 
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get to her. At one point, she was walking 11 miles a day to 
and from work because we didn’t have a vehicle. 
Eventually, we lost our home and we remained in and out 
of shelters until I was about 12. 

“I learned A LOT about the world in those days. At the 
time I hated it and was jealous of other kids having normal 
lives. Now that I’m older, I wouldn’t trade it for the world. 
It gave me every bit of motivation I have, it gave me better 
social skills (gotta learn to make friends quick when you 
move frequently), and most importantly it taught me to be 
humble and never view less fortunate people as beneath 
me. She was diagnosed with cancer when I was 13 and died 
when I was 15, which sucks, because IMO [In My Opinion] 
I grew up to be a good person and good father. Would love 
to have her around to see it.” 

RageEnducer commented, “Out of all these stories, this one 
got to me, man. Your mom tried her best to provide for you 
and that means a lot. I’m sure she’s looking down from 
heaven at you and proud of the person you’ve become. 
Keep that motivation and good energy going!” 

2) Ainika wrote this: 

“I’ve noticed that I didn’t have the same opportunities as 
other kids because being a teen mom can lead you down a 
road of struggle and poverty if you don’t have help from 
family. 

“I’ve always wanted to play sports, but she could never 
afford the equipment needed at school to be a part of it. 
Mentally, I’ve had to mature faster at a young age because 
she was still a kid herself. It’s unnerving to think teachers 
would tell me I seemed older than my age at 10 years old.” 

12trever commented, “I still remember not being able to 
afford soccer two seasons for my daughter, and it still 
hurts.” 
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Teantis commented: 

“I had that experience as a kid; my mom was 19 when she 
had me (she was from a third-world country on top of it). 
There was a year I stopped playing soccer because there 
wasn’t enough money. There was also the year I asked for a 
Sega Genesis from Santa (a couple of years earlier) and 
didn’t get it and my mom made up some excuse about how 
it came, but it was missing a part. That was the year I 
realized a) Santa wasn’t real and b) anything I asked for 
from Santa was coming out of her pocket. 

“I was six that year, I tried to pretend I believed her, but I 
think she knew I knew she was lying — you know, me 
being six and all and not all that great at acting. I never 
really asked anything expensive of Santa again and only 
got chocolate from Santa in the following years — a 
tradition that continues whenever I’m home for Christmas. 
Even now when I’m in my late 30s, I still get a stocking 
full of chocolate from ‘Santa’. It’s a beautiful little silent 
tradition we don’t talk about that’s like a reminder for when 
times were tough. 

“But I know my mom carries a lot of guilt about the things 
she couldn’t give me as a kid that she was able to give my 
younger brother and sister because their financial situation 
got much better right around the time my younger sister 
was born. 

I try to tell her that she shouldn’t, and I highlight all the 
things I loved about my childhood, and the intangible 
things I was given because I was able to see how she was 
struggling and how hard she was trying, and then got to see 
how her trying paid off at a young age. Those were gifts 
my brother and sister didn’t get to have, and they’re much 
more valuable than a season of soccer, a Sega Genesis, or 
whatever else I could have asked for. I hope your daughter 
can see it that way, too.” 
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P1pslyTheGreat commented, “My mom was a teen mom, 
and when she was able to pay for Christmas without 
borrowing money from family members you could really 
tell how proud she was.”93 

94. “How have You Supported a Friend Through the 
Death of a Parent?” 

Original poster renader123 added, “Beyond a text message 
or phone call, what are ways that you’ve reached out to a 
friend after they experience the death of a parent? If you’ve 
had a parent die, what have you appreciated the most from 
friends?” 

1) -NickyMarie- wrote, “My father passed three years ago, 
and my nephew passed last year. Both times I kind of shut 
down and shut people out. My friends respected my space 
but also checked on me daily. They sent cards and flowers 
and consistently reminded me they were there for me. They 
told me when they were coming over as opposed to always 
asking when I wanted company — which for me was 
needed. I remember coming home from the hospital when 
my nephew passed, and my friends had cleaned my house 
and they brought my favorite candy and flowers and they 
filled my fridge with food. Just knowing they cared and 
were thinking of me meant the world. Check in, let them 
know you’re there and then actually be there. It’s really all 
you can do. But you’re an amazing friend for even asking 
for advice on this. I send my love to you and your friend.” 

2) NotATransponster wrote this: 

 
93 Source: eggyboi422, “Kids born to teen mom’s, how different is your 
life compared to other kids?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5q3noo7>. 
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“I’ve made myself available to them, whenever, wherever. 
I made sure they knew I was always going to be there no 
matter what they needed. 

“It’s difficult as it’s such a sensitive matter, you don’t want 
to force yourself on another person, but you also don’t want 
them to feel alone. 

“I would make sure I did check up on them in person as 
well a number of times. I would also invite them to my 
place if they wanted a change of scenery. My other focus 
was to try and get their mind off of things, albeit 
temporarily by offering to cook and have them stay over. 

“When my mum was diagnosed with cancer and as her 
health has declined, I’ve appreciated every single friend of 
mine who has checked up on her to see how she is. The 
simplest text where they just ask how she is or how I am 
doing, truly has made an impact.” 

3) sharksarenotreal wrote this: 

“My best friend’s father died due to mishandled surgery, 
which prevented him getting the next life-saving surgery. 

“It was tough. While it was going on, I offered practical 
help (go be with your mom, I’ll take care of your animals). 
She asked me to just keep everything as close to normal 
with her as possible: She needed the normal to get through 
it. So we met for walks, had chats, talked about TV shows, 
etc. I gave her the option to talk or not each time we met. 
When the death came, she asked me to help at the funeral, 
and I thought long and hard how I could be of best use. 

“I came to the conclusion that I’m not good at words, but I 
am good at actions. So I held it all together while the guests 
were around, had tissues for her mother, handled practical 
things. After the guests had gone, I went to hold her, her 
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mother, and her brother (who is also my friend), each on 
their turn. No unnecessary words.” 

4) CutebBrick1 wrote, “As someone who is currently 
grieving, I hate it when people are constantly asking about 
the deceased. Like thanks for reminding me they’re dead, 
it’s not helping. Please don’t bring up the parent unless 
they do first. Respect their space but check in regularly. 
Directly ask what they need and do that. Nothing more and 
nothing less. Grief is hard, and everyone does it 
differently.”94 

95. “What was the Most Embarrassing Thing You’ve 
Ever Done?” 

GeorgieH26 wrote this: 

“I met [singer-songwriter] Gavin DeGraw after one of his 
concerts, after being a giant fan since the beginning of his 
career. 

“I excitedly walked over to have a picture and while his 
arm was around me, ready for the pic, I looked at him 
square in the eyes and told him, ‘I love you more than I 
love my boyfriend.’ Needless to say, he looked shocked but 
then took it well, laughed and said, ‘I hope he’s not bigger 
than me then.’ 

“My boyfriend, now husband, still likes to tease me about 
it!”95 

 
94 Source: renader123, “How have you supported a friend through the 
death of a parent?” Reddit. AskWomen. 29 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6czenpe>. 
95 Source: itwasarocklobster_, “What was the most embarrassing thing 
you’ve ever done?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2a4zx77>. 
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96. “What Incident Made You Realize Others See You 
in a Way You Didn’t Expect?” 

1) Queer wrote this: 

“Last year [2019], before the world fell apart, I started 
reconnecting with high school friends. One of the guys I 
used to hang out with asked how I was doing, and I said, 
‘Oh I’m really serious about my girlfriend, we moved in 
together, we have animals together, it’s getting really 
serious.’ 

“He looked really surprised, told me he had no idea I was 
bisexual. I told him I wasn’t bisexual, I was very much a 
lesbian, and where did he get that idea from? 

“That’s when Mike told me that he had assumed that we’d 
dated in high school. So I’m sitting there flabbergasted, 
because I had no idea what he was talking about. Mike said 
that senior year, we went to four dances together, hung out 
a lot, took turns buying each other dinner, studied together 
all the time …. 

“I just thought Mike was my best friend senior year. He 
thought that I didn’t do anything physical with him because 
my parents were super religious. But he claims because we 
held hands and we would sit on the couch next to each 
other, that we were a thing. 

“He thought that when my dad told him, good luck trying 
to kiss Catherine, it was a joke about how religious they 
were. Not my dad realizing Mike had feelings for me and 
was laughing because I was out of the closet to just about 
everybody at that point. 

“I told him that I was dating someone during that period; 
she just didn’t go to her school. I had been dating her most 
of high school, and we broke up only because she got 
accepted to college away from me and I didn’t want to do 
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long distance in college. I had to literally bring up pictures 
of me taking my girlfriend places and of her over at 
Christmas before he realized that he had literally thought he 
was dating a lesbian. 

“He got upset and I realized that someone can totally think 
something in their head that’s not true because they never 
vocalized it. And I didn’t take him [seriously as a person to 
date] because I figured he knew I was gay and wouldn’t try 
to go out with someone who was a lesbian.” 

2) Ad-Alert wrote this: 

“Growing up, I was an invisible kid. My home life was 
abusive, and I was bullied in school. I didn’t trust many 
adults / teachers, and I didn’t talk to the few I did like 
because I never got the impression they cared that much, 
and I was afraid they wouldn’t believe me anyway. So I 
kept my head down. 

“I was in a gifted program, and teachers and peers often 
said they thought I was smart, but my grades weren’t very 
good. Even in my favorite classes, I was usually a low B 
because I just didn’t bother to do the work. 

“After graduation, I got into a local college and was simply 
relieved to be out of the hell that was high school. About a 
year later, I got a message from my old school. The school 
administrators wanted to hold a focus group with some 
alumni from my class to talk about our experiences at the 
school and how they might improve. I’d graduated in a 
class of 400 kids. I figured they’d randomly selected 40 of 
us. 

I decided to attend the meeting, because I had opinions. 
When I got there, I recognized all the other graduates — 
the valedictorian, the salutatorian, basically all of the top 10 
students from my class, plus the student council president, 
captain of the volleyball team, etc. 
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“And here I was. No extracurriculars. Ranked in the 
second quarter of my class by GPA. I did not fit. The vice 
principal walked in to talk to us and started mingling. To 
my surprise, she approached me. She referred to me by 
name, then turned to a new staff member and introduced 
me as ‘the darling of our English department.’ I had never 
interacted with the vice principal. I had no idea she knew 
who I was. I certainly had never been told or felt I was the 
darling of the anything department. 

“It was a minor interaction, but it definitely tilted my world 
on its axis. The whole time I was in school, I felt like no 
one even realized or cared I was there outside of my few 
friends and enemies. But apparently I had a reputation? 
And a good one? Years later, I still think about this 
sometimes and remember the ways our own internal 
perceptions can lie.” 

3) evaj95 wrote, “When someone in 7th grade told me I had 
the second biggest boobs in our grade, lol. I didn’t see 
myself that way at all, and I guess I was naive in thinking 
that boys weren’t really paying attention to me.”96 

97. “Teachers of Reddit, What is the Weirdest / Saddest 
Thing a Student has Ever Said to You?” 

chickenstockandchili wrote this: 

“My homeroom students said they were verbally bullied by 
a classmate who happened to be absent that day, and 
students who sat near them gave me eyewitness accounts. 

“The next day, I called the alleged bully to come to my 
desk at the teachers office but I didn’t confront him about 

 
96 Source: Ad-Alert, “What incident made you realize others see you in 
a way you didn’t expect?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2u4vc2v>. 
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the bullying, I asked him if everything is okay at home 
(because I read somewhere that the bully most likely has 
been feeling helpless at home). He tried to deny it at first, 
saying everything was fine. 

“Then I asked him to tell me about his family, 
conversationally: how many brothers and sisters, where his 
father works, etc. He said he didn’t get to see his father 
much, as his father works as a night guard. He and his older 
brother were at school when his father was home, and when 
they’re home their father will be at work. He told me that 
he had only his grandmother. I asked him about his mother. 
He said his mother ran away since he was very little and is 
now married to the man she ran away with. He had no 
contact with his mother at all, and his uncle heard from the 
grapevine that he had little twin half-brothers. 

“That’s when tears start rolling down his cheeks. He tried 
to hold it in, because he was taught boys shouldn’t cry. I 
told him that it’s okay to cry and coaxed him with all sorts 
of reasons why crying while being a man is not weak or 
feminine. So he cried as he told me everything about his 
mother. He was hurt to find out that his mother decided to 
have more children, but left him and his brother. They 
were, after all, her sons, too. I let him vent, asking 
occasional question so he could further vent his frustrations 
so there would be nothing left. It’s like wringing water out 
of a wet towel. He left when we’re done, and I heard no 
complaints of bullying from my homeroom again after 
that.”97 

 
97 Source: Reinhardt, “[Serious] Teachers of Reddit, what is the 
weirdest/saddest thing a student has ever said to you?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 2 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yyexsgz3>. 
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98. “What’s That Unsaid Rule Between You and Your 
Significant Other that You Follow Without Any 
Question?” 

1) antrophist wrote this: 

“That we will always try our best not to project our own 
bad feelings onto each other. Instead, we will ask directly if 
we need something. 

“Let’s say I had a bad day at work and I’m feeling 
depressed and I would really like a long hug and for her to 
tell me how she loves me? But she’s not a mind reader and 
she might be occupied with some other stuff. So instead of 
sulking for hours and then, later on, when she asks me 
what’s wrong, saying something to the effect of ‘I had a 
really sh[*]tty day and all I needed was a hug, but you 
never have time for me’, I’d just say it directly when I 
come home: “I had a really sh[*]tty day today and I need a 
hug. And I want you to tell me that you love me.’ 

“And then, in 95% of cases, we will be able to give each 
other what we need without having to read each other’s 
minds. 

“It takes a surprising amount of balls to get started, but 
once you make a habit out of stating your emotional needs 
honestly and directly, it makes life so much simpler.” 

tamanna_45 commented: 

“That’s so true, and I really believe you both must have a 
really beautiful relationship because more than searching 
for an aspect in a relationship, mutual understanding and 
respect are important, too! 

“And honestly, I agree on the term that both should be 
honest about their emotional needs and that makes life so 
much easier! 
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“Thanks for sharing, have a great day, both of you! <3” 

antrophist replied: 

“Thank you. The more I age (in my 40s now), the more I 
realize how just being honest with myself and others has an 
amazing positive impact on my quality of life. Much more 
than making more money, travelling more or living more 
comfortably. 

“And it doesn’t cost a thing, except for the (temporary) 
anguish that comes from taking apart the embellished 
picture of myself I had been nurturing for decades as a 
coping mechanism. 

“Much love to you and a great day as well. 

NoodleSSM commented, “My girlfriend and I do this, and 
it works very well. It was never something that we spoke 
about — we just did it. Best thing ever.” 

mmaac724 commented, “I think this was the biggest lesson 
for us. We aren’t mind readers and once you realize that 
your Significant Other loves you for you, asking for what 
you need is actually all you need to do. It’s been 25 years, 
and this is our advice to everyone who asks!” 

2) The DanishThede wrote, “If the cat is on your lap, you 
can ask your partner to do or get stuff for you, no questions 
asked.” 

GogoFrenchFry commented, “Same! But he has six cats, so 
if we both got cats, the closest one to the thing goes and get 
it. (Or we make up silly reasons and the one who makes the 
best ones gets to stay.)” 

3) Rymetris wrote, “Don’t leave without saying, ‘Goodbye, 
I love you,’ and at a minimum blowing a kiss to each 
other.” 
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4) Back2Bach wrote, “Rule #1: No matter how busy we 
may be, there’s always time for a hug, and maybe more.” 

5) Camlesky wrote, “Always come to the door to welcome 
the other with a kiss and a huge hug when he or I get home 
at the end of the day. Been doing that for 10 years and it 
keeps very much the love alive. :)” 

IcIgglyTuffMuffin commented: 

“For their entire 32 years of marriage, my dad has always 
kissed my mom when he comes home from work. In the 
early 2000s, he was working from home, and he would still 
do it at the end of the work day. 

“And he still does it now even though he’s been WFH 
[Working From Home] since March.” 

tastysounds commented, “I love that he finished his work 
from home, got up, and then kissed his wife. His work day 
isn’t over until he’s got that kiss.” 

awebb-21 commented: 

“My parents did (and still do) this, also! After they kissed 
hello, they’d go into their bedroom to talk about their day 
while my dad changed out of his work clothes. 

“Now I’m married, and while we don’t yet have kids and 
need to carve out that private time, I work from home and 
always greet him with a hug and a kiss. It’s one of my 
favorite routines.”98 

 
98 Source: tamanna_45, “What’s that unsaid rule between you and your 
SO that you follow without any question?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 
September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5fwxbzv>. 
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99. “What Did Your Boyfriend / Girlfriend Do That 
Made You Think ‘I’m Going To Marry This Person’?” 

1) tryngtohealtrauma wrote, “I’m gonna be completely 
honest, he said, ‘Mashed potatoes is just Irish guacamole.’ 
and I knew what I had to do.” 

heroesarestillhuman commented, “Considering we’re on 
Reddit, this is the most believable one here.” 

2) DoobaDoobaDooba wrote, “We were best friends almost 
from the moment we met, but the specific time that sticks 
out was a night we spent talking and laughing on her 
balcony all night until the sun started coming up. Felt like I 
was reunited with a part of myself that I never knew was 
missing.” 

Randomc[**]m commented, “Wow, I wish I could 
experience that someday, sounds cool.” 

DoobaDoobaDooba replied, “Words don’t do it justice. I 
promise you that however great it sounds, in reality it’s 
even better. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying that to try 
and rub it in, I’m telling you because it’s important to 
remember whenever you are on the fence about going for 
it. Even if you were to be rejected 10,000 times and ended 
up in 100 bad relationships, the ‘One’ is worth every 
second of looking. Best of luck!” 

3) greencannondale wrote, “Not one big moment, but 
several small ones during three years of dating. One day 
having a light supper, I simply asked, ‘Do you want to get 
married?’ She simply answered, ‘Sure. I don’t see myself 
living without you.’” 

4) montblanc87 wrote this: 

“We were both working at a restaurant and he was a bus 
boy. My mom was there drinking with her friends and was 
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pretty much white girl wasted. My now-husband went up to 
her and asked to take her plate. She stood up and said, ‘No, 
motherf[*]cker, but you can get me some Jägermeister!’ 

“He walked to the employee area not far from my drunken 
mom. I asked him if he was all right and he said, ‘Yeah, but 
there’s some bitch over there!’ and points at my mom. 

“I chuckled and replied, ‘Yeah, that’s my mom.’ Every 
inch of his exposed skin flushed and he started stammering. 
I realized he liked me, and offered my number so he 
wouldn’t feel so bad. 

“We’ve been married 14 years.” 

5) InadmissibleHug wrote this: 

“I was already in love with him, and I figured I’d spend my 
life with him. 

“Then my sister had an aneurysm and died some weeks 
later. 

“His care and compassion during that period really sealed 
the deal. I was sitting at her funeral with him, and I realised 
that one day one of us would have to bury the other. 

“That was sad, but ok. It’s been fourteen years since then; 
we’ve been happily married for 12 and together 18 all up.” 

6) MrsPottyMouth wrote, “It’s what he didn’t, and did, do. 
He wasn’t intimidated or put off by being around my 
special-needs sibling, and after I briefly mentioned a 
particular food my sibling liked he brought her some and 
gave it to her himself, even helping her open the package. 
Guys I had dated before just stared uncomfortably at her 
from a distance.” 

mps238 commented, “As someone with a handicapped 
mom, I feel you. She is all there mentally but missing a leg, 
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and sometimes people, especially my previous boyfriends, 
just stare at the residual limb from a distance or try to avoid 
her altogether. This is so real.”99 

100. “What is the Craziest Way Someone has Asked 
You Out?” 

1) msstark wrote, “He created a Facebook event and invited 
only me. I still said no.” 

2) MissMariC wrote, “Not crazy, but incredibly sweet … 
he was a patient who mailed a card to the office I worked at 
with a handwritten original poem inside asking me to 
lunch. I still have it and read it from time to time and it 
never ceases to make me smile. He called me delectable, 
which is one of the nicest compliments I’ve ever received! I 
was genuinely flattered because he was such a nice, sweet, 
shy man.” 

She added, “I was in a relationship at the time, so politely, 
honestly, and gently turned him down. I would’ve dated 
him in a heartbeat had I been single!” 

3) limeblue31 wrote, “My mom and her friend forced us 
kids to go to the movies to watch RV and in the middle of 
the movie a guy that my family friend brought along said, 
‘Do you want to consider this a date?’ to which I 
responded, ‘No … I’m only here because my mom 
promised me my own large popcorn.’” 

4) Silver6Rules wrote, “I was approached by a guy 
wingmanning for his friend. Dude came up to me to 
announce his friend liked me … right in front of my current 
boyfriend. I don’t know if the dude thought my boyfriend 

 
99 Source: SilentFox666, “What did your boyfriend/girlfriend do that 
made you think ‘I’m going to marry this person’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
4 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2dc7k4m> 
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wouldn’t do anything because he was in a wheelchair. Boy, 
was HE wrong. My boyfriend chased off (really almost ran 
over) him and his friend, and threatened them by telling 
them what he would do to them if they ever came near me 
again. I had to spend most of lunch period trying to calm 
him down. Honestly, one of my best memories. :)” 

5) TheHreatGizmo wrote, “One guy named John asked me 
out, I told him I don’t date people who share the same 
name as my dad. He spun around and reintroduced himself 
as Johnald.”100 

 

  

 
100 Source: lolileighann, “what is the craziest way someone has asked 
you out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y35nm2h8>. 
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APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have downloaded and 
adapted from the WWW. I will not make a dime from it. The use of this 
information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use 
of a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for 
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching 
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use 
made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be 
considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 
of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 
copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 
copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair 
use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  
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APPENDIX B: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling 

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 
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Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling 
in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  
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APPENDIX C: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a 
boy — me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka 
“The Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to 
name me Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — 
ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in 
kindergarten. He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the 
back of my head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the 
bald spot grew out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in 
English or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major 
in both areas, then I added a master’s degree in English and a master’s 
degree in Philosophy.  

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: 
Perfect 10, The Funniest People in Dance, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling 
in Prose, and William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose. 

 

 


