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Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “Have You Ever Actually Gotten ‘A Sign’ When 
Asking God Or The Universe For One? What Was It?” 

1) Better_Bit wrote: 

“I’d just started in cancer research, and my boss is an MD 
who’s been involved in a myriad of research including 
clinical trials. Being a poor-as fuck-student, I work part-time 
in a bar. 

“One night, a lovely pair of friends are sitting up at the bar 
and chatting their faces off when they call me over to see if 
I knew something to do with geopolitics. I gave a very 
cautious and factual answer and laughed but they cottoned 
on I was a student. At the end of the meal, the guy asked me 
what I was studying. I said melanoma. He says, ‘Fuck off !I 
have melanoma.’ Turns out he had had stage 3 melanoma 
and was a couple years post initial diagnosis. He was 
incredibly thankful to me and we both got a touch teary. 

“He left the restaurant and then came back before close. He 
asked me who my boss was. I told him. Turns out he’d been 
the treating MD who had gotten him on a clinical trial for a 
drug that worked wonders for him. 

“Honestly, such a sign to me that I was in the right place at 
the right time, even if it’s been immensely difficult. That 
moment and his story have been super galvanising for my 
focus. And I wish him the best.” 

2) towandaaaa wrote: 

“Birds. I’m not religious, but I swear to god every time I’m 
at the end of my rope, breaking down, and ‘talking’ to my 
dad or grandparents, a bird will show up. I feel crazy and 
have never mentioned it to my husband/anyone, but it’s real. 
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When I speak to my dad, a falcon shows up. Maybe a day 
later, almost as confirmation or something, I don’t know. 

“And my grandfather loved bluebirds. He made houses for 
them. There’s a family of bluebirds that coincidentally live 
near the house we just purchased, but the same damn thing 
happens with them — when I speak to my grandfather, 
shortly thereafter (could be a few minutes to a day) I’ll be 
damned if the bluebird doesn’t show up to sit and stare at 
me. Even just typing this out makes me feel crazy for 
acknowledging it, but whatever. This is my experience.” 

3) joycesayshi wrote: 

“When my aunt had cancer, she said (a bit jokingly): ‘Well, 
if there is life after death, I will make you a rainbow.’ 

“About a year after she passed, I wasn’t doing well in life. I 
broke up with the love of my life and I wasn’t able to finish 
my bachelor degree when I planned to. One morning I was 
feeling so, so bad, just crying and everything. I decided I 
didn’t want to feel like that, so I went for a walk with my 
mom’s dog. 

“Then when I was walking the dog, there was a rainbow. Of 
course, this was probably just a coincidence, but it did feel 
like a sign that everything was going to be okay and that I 
wasn’t alone. The next time I cried, they were tears of joy 
instead of tears of sadness.”1 

 
1 Source: caiteray, “Have you ever actually gotten ‘a sign’ when asking 
God or the universe for one? What was it?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 
September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2ty7ty3>. 
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2. “What’s That One Present You Wanted To Get As A 
Kid But Never Actually Got?” 

1) smalldogcough wrote, “I really wanted a Honda robot. I 
found out Honda had built a robot and I asked for one for 
Christmas because I assumed they were mass produced.” 

Notworththinknabout commented, “Go big or go home.” 

2) nw5gooner wrote: 

“I really, really wanted something called a Barcode Battler. 
You could scan the barcode on any item and it would give it 
a sort of ‘top trumps’ style score which I presume you could 
then battle with your friends over? 

“I was obsessed with getting one. I would never shut up 
about it. Whenever an amount of money was discussed, I 
would chip in with stuff like, ‘That’s the same as three 
Barcode battlers’. 

“None of my friends had one, so I don’t even know what I 
intended to do with it, looking back. I’d just seen an advert 
on Saturday morning TV and decided I must have it. 

“My mum never got me one, I think I ended up with a 
SuperSoaker. My friends DID have those, and we had great 
fun with them. If I’d had my way, I’d have been sitting in 
the corner scanning random items with my Barcode Battler 
while they partook in giant SuperSoaker wars. 

“Cheers, mum, for saving me from myself.” 

3) RockyDify wrote: 

“The 64 Crayola crayon pack. 

“And yes, I bought it for myself at age 34.” 

4) The_Book-JDP wrote: 
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“For the longest time, I wanted a book that was read to me 
back in elementary school. Every year my grandmother 
would ask us to make a list of all the things we wanted but 
warned us we wouldn’t be getting everything on our list. 
Well, it turned out that ‘we wouldn’t get everything we had 
on our list’ actually meant ‘we wouldn’t get anything we had 
on our list’ because my grandmother had already bought us 
things and she was just looking to see if she knew us better 
than we knew ourselves, aka could read our minds, so I never 
got what I wanted from her. My last-ditch effort came when 
I saw with potential hope when I located the book I wanted 
in a gift shop located in a place she frequented often. In my 
list, I had only the book … the title Buffalo Woman, where 
she could find it … the monument gift shop, and I actually 
drew a map that included on what bookshelf and part of the 
bookshelf it was on, making an arrow from the door to the 
book, and last how much the book was at the time: $8. I was 
confident and so excited … she had no excuse not to get me 
the book — but apparently all of my effort just translated to 
cheap-ass jeans that tore at the crotch after a week of wear. 
After that I just said money or gift cards and then nothing. I 
bought that book myself when I was 28 — didn’t break any 
bones or nothing.” 

5) crikcet37 wrote, “I wanted an electric guitar, and one day 
I found one hidden in the back of my father’s wardrobe. I 
was so excited and then Christmas day comes around and I 
got … well, I can’t even remember what I got, but it wasn’t 
an electric guitar. It turns out it was a present for our 
neighbour’s kid and my parents were hiding it away as a 
favour to the kid’s parents so the kid didn’t find it prior to 
Christmas day. I can feel the sadness again writing this.” 

6) CHICOHIO wrote, “Levi Jeans or any pair of pants. My 
mother made all my clothes and they were always frocks.” 

7) redbeanmilktea wrote: 
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“I had a random VHS tape from the X-men series: Night of 
The Sentinels. For whatever reason I was so fixated on those 
hugeass robots, and little me somehow thought skyscraper-
sized robots were an accessible real thing. 

“Wrote to Santa that year asking for a ‘transformer.’ 

“Parents sorely misunderstood what the hell I was talking 
about and come Christmas day I was disappointed to find 
they gifted me this strange one-foot-tall girl robot toy that 
was remote controlled. 

“The funny thing was that it scared me in the end and I 
couldn’t play with it alone in fear it would come alive and 
murder me.” 

8) The_Book-JDP wrote, “I wanted a Go Go My Walking 
Pup toy. Got a cheap knock-off version of it that broke after 
pushing the button to make it move twice and was told the 
one I wanted was too expensive even though my 
grandparents were rich as hell (but cheap as hell). So I added 
it to my list of items I was told no when I asked for it. Later, 
after I started making my own money, I went back to that list 
and bought myself a good number of the items on it myself. 
I did not buy the Go Go dog: Even though it was still 
available (mostly used) and still expensive, I could afford it, 
but when I looked at it with my adult eyes I saw how lame it 
was and decided I could live without it and I have. I’ve 
gotten real dogs and they are so much better than some 
stupid toy dog.”2 

 
2 Source: Notworththinknabout, “What’s that one present you wanted 
to get as a kid but never actually got?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 
September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8rfj9z8>. 
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3. “What’s The Dumbest Thing You Actually Believed?”  

1) always_sunny wrote: 

“That the Great Wall of China had a cat-adoption program. 

“I was meeting my friend’s boyfriend for the first time, and 
he mentioned that he had just adopted one of the retired 
Great Wall of China cats. He said that China trains these cats 
to patrol the Wall and kill vermin, and at the end of their 
seven-year stint they are retired and adopted out to a forever 
home. I kept asking questions about it: How do you apply? 
Are they a specific breed? How do they get transported 
worldwide? In the end, he told me that he made the whole 
thing up because my friend had told him I was really gullible 
and wanted to see how far he could push it, but he didn’t 
think I’d get so enthused. 

“The worst part? I was in my mid-twenties at the time.” 

Admiralginch commented: 

“It’s not actually that far-fetched. The British government 
has an official title of ‘Chief Mouser to the Cabinet Office,’ 
which is held by a cat. As the title suggests, the cat is 
employed to keep 10 Downing Street free of mice. There’s 
been cats around Parliament for half a millennium, but the 
title is a modern invention. 

“I’m not making this up. The current one is called Larry.” 

Diaz_Linetti commented, “Can confirm, we love Larry more 
than we’ve ever liked anyone in our entire parliamentary 
history. Larry gets a credit on media upload sites when he 
wanders round outside number 10.” 

Note by David Bruce: The United Kingdom Prime 
Minister’s address is 10 Downing Street in London. 

2) SaltySaltFingers wrote: 
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“When I was little, I genuinely believed the Telly Tubbies 
were evil and that if I didn’t watch them on TV every night 
(even though I hated the show) that they would come and get 
me. 

“To be fair, though, they’re kind of creepy.”  

Thiefundermoonlight commented, “As a child, when I tried 
to imagine Satan, I could only see Teletubbies.” 

3) ghost0427 wrote, “When I was a kid, I used to think 
professional wrestling was real, and The Undertaker scared 
the living shit out of me during his whole Ministry of 
Darkness phase. I thought he actually was Satan’s minister 
or something. Like, yeah, he’s an undead overlord of hell, 
here to bring an eternity of darkness and misery to this 
planet, but he also has to make a weekly television 
appearance to win a wrestling competition, and you can buy 
his action figure at Toys R Us.” 

4) VictorBlimpmuscle wrote: 

“When I was a little kid, my grandfather had a small black-
and-white TV in the kitchen that he’d watch as he cooked 
meals. One day I asked him, if the rest of the world is in 
color, why did he keep that TV if it was broken, and he didn’t 
know what I meant. I said, when the world changed to color, 
all the other TVs became color, but that one didn’t, so why 
did he keep it. 

“I believed, from old photos and old TV shows, that the 
whole world was once in black-and-white and one day it 
‘switched’ over to color, and all the old black-and-white 
TVs, except for the one in my grandfather’s kitchen, had 
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switched over to color TVs, too. My grandfather got a good 
chuckle out of it after I had explained my thinking.”3 

4. “What Is The Best Cheap/Free Celebration You’ve 
Been Given?” 

1) mulesanddogslover82 wrote, “When I was in high school, 
my best friend’s family surprised me one weekend with a 
day trip to one of my favorite places (Ogunquit, Maine) We 
walked on this path overlooking the beach, then they took 
me to a candy store and treated me to my favorite candy. It 
was very low-key and relaxed, and one of my favorite 
birthday celebrations to date. Sometimes simple is better and 
more meaningful!” 

2) kateoclock wrote, “On my last day at my old job, my boss 
treated everyone to lunch from our local deli and then 
surprised me with a bottle of (cheap) champagne. It was 
funny and memorable, champagne with deli sandwiches in 
the middle of the workday, while also making me feel 
special and honored without too much fuss since it was a 
treat for everyone involved.”4 

5. “Siblings Of Reddit, What Was The Moment That 
Made You Love And Respect Your Sibling More Than 
Ever Before?” 

1) 2_F_Jeff wrote: 

“When I was in 7th grade, my brother got Black Ops 1. I 
faked sick just to stay home and play it. When my parents 

 
3 Source: Vinyl BubBuns, “What’s the dumbest thing you actually 
believed?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2mz7a67>. 
4 Source: squishybitch77, “What is the best cheap/free celebration 
you’ve been given?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yc6r3p3s>. 
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left for work, I stayed up and went to my brother’s room to 
look for it but it wasn’t there, not even the case. I was pissed 
because I thought he took it to school with him so I couldn’t 
play it. 

“As I came back into my room, I found it sitting on top of 
my Xbox with a note on it that told me some tips for the 
game and how to access some Easter eggs. That was one of 
the first time we bonded over something, and I thought my 
big brother was the coolest dude for doing it.” 

2) supyallitsagirl wrote: 

“My parents used to fight a lot and my brothers and I 
sometimes hid in the upstairs bedroom. (Sometimes you 
couldn’t hear them from there: They fought downstairs and 
also there was a middle floor between.) 

“My older brother spent most of his time hidden in his room 
gaming and didn’t communicate much with the family. He 
was also a bit narcissistic growing up, so I always viewed 
him as a bit of a loser. 

“One day I was chilling in the living room on the middle 
floor and heard my parents start to shout at each other. A 
second later I heard footsteps from upstairs coming down the 
stairs. Next thing I see is my brother bolting past the living 
room door and run downstairs to try to stop the fight. This 
day I gained a lot of respect for my brother. When he left for 
his apprenticeship, I knew that it’s my duty now to do as he 
did. For our younger brother.” 

3) sageadviceMC wrote, “When I realized other people 
couldn’t ask honest questions to their siblings. Example: Sex 
questions to my brothers as an 11-year-old girl was valuable 
— I didn’t realize others didn’t have that until later.” 

4) SharpPhase wrote, “She would back me up for Pizza Hut 
whenever Mom asked, ‘What do you guys want for dinner?’ 
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It might not sound serious, but it made me feel we actually 
had some things in common. (We went through a period 
where we did NOT get along and had pretty much pure 
hatred for each other.)” 

5) ZiggoCiP wrote: 

“This is going to sound weird, but it was on vacation a few 
weeks ago. 

“I’ve been a big fan of nature my whole life, and an advocate 
for spiders, although they do sort of give me the creeps. 

“Well, while hanging out with my brother, he spots a 
massive spider just crawling along the floor. He leans over 
to it, and I say, ‘No, don’t kill it!’, to which he responds, ‘Of 
course I’m not — this guy is eating all the damn flies!,’ and 
he gently picks it up on a piece of paper and sets it loose. 

“This is a 230-pound MMA [Mixed Martial Arts] fighter 
who was deployed in Afghanistan in the USMC [United 
States Marine Corps], saw a guy get half his face torn off by 
an IED [Improvised Explosive Device], and who’s struggled 
heavily with PTSD-related depression, until recently.” 

Note by David Bruce: PTSD is Post-traumatic Stress 
Disorder.5 

6. “What Little Lie Did You Tell that Snowballed Into 
Something Much Bigger? 

1) Andymich wrote, “I had a friend who in order to ‘stand 
out’ during an interview process spoke with a British accent 
(American here), partially because he didn’t think he’d get 
the internship. Well, he did and spent that entire semester, 

 
5 Source: sleepingpillsnono, “Siblings of Reddit, what was the moment 
that made you love and respect your sibling more than ever before?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 30 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yd7pty2r>. 
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three days a week, having to put on a horribly fake ‘London’ 
accent all day! 

skylego commented, “My aunt in Italy knew some English 
from school like 50 years ago; she is known in her small 
town as the one who understands English. Went to visit her 
and while we were waiting for the bus to a tourist 
destination, a lady came up to her and asked what the huge 
billboard ad said in English. Her translation was completely 
made-up nonsense based on the picture. After the lady left, I 
was like, ‘Um, the sign didn’t say that …’ and she 
responded, ‘Oh, I know. I don’t understand modern English, 
but I like it when people ask me what things say. If I tell 
them I don’t know, they won’t ask me to translate anymore. 
It doesn’t matter: They are happy with my answer.’” 

2) AlienKinkVR wrote: 

“Oh, god dammit. 

“Okay, so I was trying to get my lying calibration with a 
budding drug addiction in early adolescence and figuring out 
when to hold/when to fold. Like, when do you make shit up 
and when do you lie by omission, right? So one night I come 
home and just book it past my parents because I am far too 
high to deal with them. I have cinnabar eyes and sniffles, it’s 
a bit much. Last time of ‘say nothing’ erupted so I just made 
something up quick so I could go to my room without being 
bothered. When asked ‘Why are your eyes so red?’ I blurted 
out with zero thought. ‘SETH’S SISTER HAS CANCER!’ 
and kept sniffling and then shut the door. 

“Seth is an only child. This story had to evolve with his 
assistance every time I saw him. I made him participate. 

“Mom asked me about ‘Rebecca’ regularly for like, a 
decade. 
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“I’m 13 years clean in October. There’s this whole thing 
about making amends unless to do so would injure them or 
others, and since Mom would uhhhhhhhhh fucking murder 
Seth for going along with it, I have said nothing. She hasn’t 
asked about it in maybe five years, so I don’t feel as bad 
anymore but fuck. 

“I’m an awful person, but for what it’s worth, Rebecca is in 
remission now and has a beautiful family.” 

3) No_Occasion_4114 wrote, “I was a little devil. So my 
family from my mother’s side is Mexican. All of my cousins 
are blonde and/or very, very light-skinned including myself. 
I went to stay there for a summer when I was around six or 
seven and my cousins and I spent a full day at a nearby pool 
with a bunch of other kids. I was used to bringing sunscreen 
in my back pack, but my cousins didn’t even think about it 
since no one else was using sunscreen. As the day ended 
most of the other kids were okay, maybe just a little more 
tanned. My cousins had major sunburns and were crying. 
One of them asked how come I was fine. Instead of showing 
them my sunscreen and aloe vera lotion, I told them I used 
the same thing we used for mosquito bites-lemon. Yes, they 
tried it. It resulted in six kids full of blisters and no birthday 
party for me that year. After my first real sunburn, I realize 
how much of a monster I am.” 

4) podobuzz wrote: 

“This is going to be a long one, but it’s funny and in my 
opinion worth the read. This is the story of a man who never 
lies telling one hell of a whopper. 

“So, my wife and I have a friend (we’ll call him Ryan) who 
was our roommate for several years. At the time he was 
working for Krispy Kreme (a doughnut chain for you non-
Americans). It’s worth pointing out that Ryan is honest 
almost to a fault. He has absolutely no ability to lie. His tells 
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are super obvious and he really never tries to deceive 
anybody. Like, seriously, not even little white lies. 

One day Ryan came up to me and mentioned that a coworker 
was interested in getting a copy of the old Rainbow Brite 
movie from the 80s for his little daughter. I’ve been known 
to sail the seas, and I went out, found a copy and burned it to 
DVD for his friend. Easy peasy, never thought of it again. 

“Flash forward maybe a year and we’re sitting around the 
house about midnight. Ryan has to go down to Krispy Kreme 
to pick up his check. It’s about a thirty-minute drive and he 
asks if I’d like to come along for the ride. I’ve got nothing 
better going on, so I agree to meet him. The store is closed 
at this point, though there’s still staff there cleaning and 
getting things ready for the morning shift. It’s worth pointing 
out that I have never set foot in this store before. 

“Ryan heads into the back office to get his check and I just 
chill up by the register. As I’m looking around and minding 
my own business I see a guy approach. He looks at me and 
says in a bewildered tone, ‘Are you podobuzz?’ I thought it 
was a little strange that he knew my name, but whatever, 
Ryan works here. I’ve probably been brought up before. 

“‘Yeah, that’s me,’ I respond. 

"You’re out already?" he asked. 

“Ummm … I have no idea what that means, so I just kind of 
shrug and say, ‘Yep, I’m out now.’ 

“‘Wow, I figured it would be years,’ he said. 

“At this point I’m thoroughly confused and have no idea 
what this guy is on about. Right about this time Ryan comes 
back from the office and we make our way to his car. 
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“When we get to the car, I tell Ryan about the weird 
encounter I just had with that worker. Almost immediately 
Ryan turns beet red and tells me he has a confession to make. 

“The long and short is this: 

The guy who spoke with me was the one who requested the 
Rainbow Brite movie. Apparently, after I had supplied the 
movie he came back to Ryan and asked if I could get him 
some more stuff. Ryan said sure, make a list. Well, 
apparently this list was extensive, including not just movies 
but full runs of tv shows. Ryan felt that asking me this would 
be an imposition, as it would require a lot of time and discs, 
and ultimately he just wasn’t comfortable bringing that list 
to me. 

“So this is where his lie comes in. Here’s the lie:  

“Apparently the wife and I were getting it on in our bedroom 
one night at the apartment and got very loud. Our noise 
caused a bit of a public disturbance and a neighbor called the 
police. They come bashing on my door and when I swing it 
open the cops get a clear view of my living room. Picture 
Scarface, but instead of cocaine it’s illicit discs. Piles of 
them. Thousands of them. I was running a massive piracy 
enterprise out of my apartment, apparently supplying most 
of the southeast US with illegal copies of everything from 
The Wiggles to District 9. 

“Well, the cops took me in that night and I ended up getting 
a federal case slapped against me for distribution of 
copyrighted materials. I get handed a stiff sentence at a 
federal penitentiary for my evil deeds. 



 15 

“All because Ryan was too embarrassed to just tell the guy 
that he was asking a bit much of me.”6 

7. “What Was The Happiest Moment Of Your Life So 
Far?” 

1) Emotional_Slice_7893 wrote, “Maybe this is weird, but I 
feel like most of my happiest moments happened very 
randomly. I wasn’t doing something special like graduating 
(even though that was also a very happy moment) or kissing 
my boyfriend or something. I was just there standing on a 
mountain, taking in the view, or lying on the couch, the love 
of my life beside me laughing about a stupid meme. And 
then all of the sudden I get this rush of gratitude for all that 
I have and that enormous sensation that life is so beautiful 
and precious. Can’t really explain it, but it feels amazing!” 

KilgoreTrout4Prez commented, “I can relate. I’ve had some 
amazing experiences I will never forget, but some of my 
truly happiest moments were pretty random. Usually they 
involved me being somewhere alone in nature, just taking in 
the surrounding beauty.” 

hejnicki commented, “I relate to this so much! I had this 
moment as a kid when I was just lying on the couch in our 
living room, my mom (who passed away a couple of years 
ago sadly) was roasting a chicken in the oven. We rarely ate 
together as a family since everyone had such different 
schedules. And my then dog, whom I loved very much, was 
lying beside me on the couch. The room was just so warm 
(kitchen and living room was kinda one piece in our house) 
and no one was saying anything, I must have been about 13-

 
6 Source: Vinyl_BunBuns, “What little lie did you tell that snowballed 
into something much bigger?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4xsjnyt>. 
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years-old, and I remember just thinking I was so happy in 
that moment.” 

dva_silk commented, “That reminds me of a quote from Kurt 
Vonnegut I’ve tried to live by since I read it many years ago. 
‘And I urge you to please notice when you are happy, and 
exclaim or murmur or think at some point, If this isn’t nice, 
I don’t know what is.’”7 

8. “I Just Sent This Letter To More Than 5700 Elections 
Officials And County Commissioners” 

Here’s a letter from Arnold Schwarzenegger (23 September 
2020): 

“I just sent this letter to more than 5700 elections officials 
and county commissioners 

”Dear elections officials and good government 
organizations, 

“The United States gave me everything I have, and I believe 
it is my duty to repay the kindness of this country every day 
of my life. Everything I achieved — my bodybuilding 
success, my movie roles, my investments, my governorship, 
my family — would have been impossible anywhere but 
America. 

“I’ve read news stories about over a thousand polling 
locations closing around the country, even before the 
pandemic, and I’ve seen over and over that these closures are 
based on a lack of funding. As a former Governor who had 
to make a lot of cuts I didn’t like, I completely understand 
the dilemmas of a budget crunch. 

 
7 Source: vinothekfullung, “What was the happiest moment of your life 
so far?” Reddit. AskWomen. 1 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxcmtwgp>. 
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“As someone who has been a fanatic about voting since I 
became a citizen in 1983, I want every American to have 
equal access to the right to vote — yes, even the people who 
voted against me! As I read stories about counties that only 
have one voting location for hundreds of square miles and 
people who wait in line for four hours to vote, I started 
thinking about this more and more and realized the solution 
is easy. If you have a budget problem that keeps you from 
reopening polling stations, I want to help. I made millions 
because of this country, and spending my money to help my 
fellow Americans vote is the least I can do. 

“I am making grants available for local and state elections 
officials who want to reopen polling stations they closed 
because of a lack of funding. These grants are completely 
non-partisan and will be offered to those who demonstrate 
the greatest need and ability to close gaps in voting access. I 
don’t care if you are an independent authority, a Democratic 
elections official, or a Republican elections official — I just 
don’t want a single American to lose their ability to vote 
because of a lack of funding. I think this could be one of the 
best investments I have ever made. 

“You can apply for the grants right now, and we will be 
getting the money out as fast as possible. I know the next 
month is crucial for setting up this infrastructure, so please 
apply as soon as you can. You can fill out the form here: 
(website). We will get back to you within a week. 

“Thank you for your consideration. I hope this can be a win 
for all of the fantastic citizens of our country. 

“Sincerely, 
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“Arnold Schwarzenegger”8 

9. “Who’s The Most Famous Person You’ve Bumped 
Into?” 

1) mein_liebchen wrote, “Back in the 90s, my dad was at a 
work-related conference in California and staying at a swank 
hotel. He was an executive in the Federal government, a suit 
if you will, but he had a great sense of humor and was 
gregarious. Well, my dad was riding in the elevator and 
struck up a conversation with some young musicians. One of 
the guys and my dad were joking and laughing and hit it off. 
The musician invited my dad to a party later on the top floor 
where they had rented all the suites. My dad ended up going 
and had a really great time. When my dad got home, he asked 
me if I had heard of Kurt Cobain. ‘He’s a really good kid.’ 
Uggghhh.” 

2) FawkessThePhoaenix23 wrote: 

“Yo-Yo Ma. He was playing a concert at my university and 
stayed at a hotel just off of campus. My parents and I were 
arriving at the hotel to eat dinner, and my mom went to the 
restroom. My dad and I were just outside the front door, and 
he walked out. As a classical musician, I was shell-shocked. 
We spoke to him for 15 minutes. It was raining, so I had 
drops of water on my glasses. As we were talking, he pulled 
out a handkerchief, reached up toward my face with his other 
hand, saying, ‘May I?’ And he gently took my glasses off 
my face and cleaned them while responding to my dad. 

“I grew up an extremely serious musician and continue to 
perform professionally. At one point, he spoke to the idea 

 
8 Source: Arnold Schwarzenegger, “I just sent this letter to more than 
5700 elections officials and county commissioners.” Reddit. 
u/GovSchwarzenegger [Personal Reddit Account], 23 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2kov39f>. 
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that artistry and musicianship are entities that can be 
accessed, and he looked at me and said, ‘I sense that you 
understand that.’ One of the most humbling moments of my 
life.” 

3) sadzanenyama wrote: 

“TLDR: I met Lou Gerstner, CEO of IBM and he 
remembered me, not for a great reason. 

“When I was in my early twenties, I worked for IBM. I was 
asked if I would like to be the representative for our region 
at the global conference in Las Vegas. In return I would need 
to do a presentation showing the market performance. I grew 
up in a small African mining town and had never really 
travelled anywhere so didn’t hear or care about anything in 
the question that came after ‘Vegas’ … of course I would do 
it. 

“It’s important to know that I had done presentations before, 
but generally in a room with maybe a maximum of 50 
people. I was not prepared for the sheer scale of the Las 
Vegas venue nor the number of bloody people who were 
there. The room was roughly the size of a small country and 
there were a few million people packed into it. Or so it felt 
like. 

“So when my turn came, I was introduced and I walked onto 
the stage with my pack of transparent slides (yes, I’m that 
old). I was sooooo nervous, in fact, I was so nervous that as 
I was tee-ing up my slides and stammeringly introducing 
myself, I farted. Not a little one but a real ripper. In any other 
setting I would have been PROUD of that fart — I would 
have looked around and demanded adoration for its 
brazenness. But, while standing on a stage in front of a 
zillion people I didn’t know, I was not proud. Oh no, I was 
not proud at all. 
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“It’s important to understand just how good the sound 
systems are in Las Vegas conference centers. They are top 
notch. 

“So the high-quality microphones picked up the sound of my 
fart and broadcast through the equally high-quality wall and 
roof speakers. As it reverberated around the room, the 
audience fell apart, laughing their tits off. After a minute or 
two of mirth (which by the way is a fucking long time if 
you’re standing on a stage, bright red and the object of the 
mirth), it died down and, actually I wasn’t nervous any more. 
I gave the presentation after making a quip and it went down 
really well. 

“Now that isn’t the end, isn’t the worst part, and neither is it 
where I met the famous person in the original question. That 
was three years later. I was attending an event in the UK and 
had the opportunity to meet Lou Gerstner, the famous CEO 
of IBM. We shook hands, exchanged basic pleasantries and 
he started to turn away … then turned back and pointed an 
accusing finger at me. ‘Wait,’ he said. ‘I know you. You’re 
the farting guy!’ He then, while guffawing, related the story 
to all and sundry. 

“And that was that, the zenith of my career, the height of my 
stellar IBM profile. I was the farting guy. Fuck sakes.” 

4) Redditpbl2009 wrote, “I met Buzz Aldrin once when I 
was a kid, I asked him if he saw aliens on the moon, and he 
said, ‘I sure did.’” 

5) UKGoodGuy55 wrote: 

“I was in a Manhattan shoe store sitting on a massive circular 
couch. My girlfriend saw Susan Sarandon sitting behind me 
(say I’m at the 12 position, she is at 6), so girlfriend tries 
very (un)subtlety to nod her head at me and mouth, ‘Susan 
Sarandon.’ After realising what she was saying, I turn 
around, I can’t see her. So I move to the 11 position. Susan 
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moves to the 5 position on the couch. I still can’t see her so 
shrug my shoulders at girlfriend and say, ‘What?’ I move 
again. Sarandon checks my every move and counters with 
her own. This goes on for maybe five minutes. I eventually 
see her because there’s a mirror down one wall so I say, 
‘Gotcha!’ like I’m playing hide and seek with a five-year-
old. She is still trying to hide, but then sees the mirror and 
smiles. 

“She then gets up, looking pretty f**king stunning and walks 
very dramatically out of the store, head high, looking straight 
ahead, almost regal. ‘Thanks, that was fun,’ she said.” 

6) 3mta3juq wrote, “Bill ‘Moose’ Skowron, formerly of the 
New York Yankees. Took a pic with my dad and me. I shook 
his hand and said, ‘Thank you, Mr Skowron,’ and he replied. 
‘There is no Mr Skowron; my name is Moose.’” 

7) highwayknees wrote: 

“I used to run into celebrities pretty frequently where I 
worked. I honestly didn’t recognize half of them, but had 
them pointed out to me after the fact. 

“I don’t know how to rate their celebrity level. 

“My favorite, though, was actor Robert Patrick. He was 
exceedingly nice, despite me being rude to him initially. I’m 
a big fan of his, but had my back turned and was having a 
bad day. I turned around and thought, ‘This guy looks like 
Robert Patrick,’ except he had an army backpack so I 
thought it was just a resemblance. 

“So after I handed him a coffee I asked him if anyone had 
ever told him he looked like Robert Patrick. He said 
something like, ‘I am him,’ then asked my name and shook 
my hand. 

“Made my day a lot better.” 
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8) IwantAnIguana wrote, “The most recent that I know of is 
Joey Fatone — and by recent I mean like eight years ago? I 
can’t remember for sure. But I live in a place with a lot of 
famous people, and it’s possible I’ve bumped into many and 
I’m not aware of it. I have trouble recognizing people out of 
context. They’ll look familiar to me and I’ll wonder where I 
know them from, but I won’t know where I know them from. 
I only knew it was Joey Fatone because my friend knew it 
was him. I recognized him, but couldn’t place him. I thought 
he might be one of the dads from our homeschool group.” 

Note by David Bruce: My mother, Josephine Bruce, was 
occasionally a waitress. She once served New York Yankee 
Yogi Berra, who was disappointed by the size of his steak, 
but tipped well anyway. 

9) zero_phux wrote, “In 1996 I bumped into Bob Hope 
coming out of an elevator at The American Adventure in 
EPCOT. He smiled at me and said, ‘We have to stop meeting 
like this.’” 

10) ThatGamingAsshole wrote: 

“True story … when I was a kid, and just beginning what 
would be a lifelong fanship for Power Rangers … 

“I met the Red Ranger, or specifically Austin St. John, but I 
still just called him Jason repeatedly as I panicked […] and 
cried with joy and he looked down at me and smiled at the 
sight of a preteen boy having a religious experience. 

“Then he did like some kung fu kinda, and I practically 
fainted, and my mom was laughing hysterically. And so was 
Jason.” 

11) todtier wrote, “Steven Tyler came into my job (grocery 
store). As he and his … female associate, were walking past 
the registers on their way out, so I grabbed a paper lunch bag, 
and did a ‘magic trick’ in front of him where it looks like I 
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catch an imaginary ball in the bag. He laughed, and put his 
arm around me and said, ‘Ya can’t kid a kidder, man!’ and 
took the bag from me and did the trick for the woman he was 
with. She said, ‘I don’t get how you guys are doing that!’ 
Steven laughed, looked at me, and gave me a high five.” 9 

10. “Postmen And Women, What’s The Weirdest, 
Creepiest, Or Just Plain Funniest Thing You’ve Found 
While Emptying A Postbox?” 

Back2Bach wrote: 

“Our letter carrier said he was given a ‘thank you’ card 
signed by all the residents of the street with a gift card for 
$250 enclosed. 

“The card was attached to a custom-made doll that was a 
likeness of himself, complete with postal uniform.”10 

11. “What Is The Weirdest Thing Your Pet Ever Did?” 

1. BlackCaaaaat wrote: 

“The cat I had when I was a teenager was a bit odd. Some of 
her tricks: 

• She was obsessed with dishcloths and would carry 
them all over the house in her mouth if she got a 
chance. She would do the same thing with plastic 
shopping bags. 

 
9 Source: StJohnPaul2, “Who’s the most famous person you’ve bumped 
into?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4fh8yrw>. 
10 Source: Natnat301, “Postmen and women. Whats the 
weirdest/creepiest or just plain funniest thing you’ve found while 
emptying a postbox?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyyd98jl>. 
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• She was obsessed with cake. My Mum used to buy 
lamington cake for our lunches, cut it up, carefully 
wrap the little cake pieces up, and put them into a 
container. One time, the cat opened the container 
somehow, and carefully unwrapped the cling wrap, 
and devoured some of the cakes. You’d think that she 
would use her sharp kitty teeth to rip through the 
plastic, but no. Cake must be treated with respect and 
not contain cling wrap. 

• She would punish me if I did something she didn’t 
like, like refusing to let her outside. Her usual 
punishment was to shit in the shower, because she 
knew I’d have to clean it up. One morning, as I was 
packing my school lunch, she caught sight of my 
muffin and decided that it would be hers. We had a 
brief conversation involving the words ‘meow’ and 
‘no.’ Once she realised her defeat, she gave me an 
evil look and pissed on my favourite top.” 

2) VooDooDaughter wrote, “My mom’s cat took a perfectly 
folded five dollar bill off my mom’s dresser, carried it 
downstairs to the kitchen, and laid it in her food bowl like 
she was leaving a tip.” 

3) Danny_Mc_71 wrote: 

“Our dog (three dogs ago) was quite clever. 

“One day my father was cleaning the trimmer / weed 
whacker and had taken the head apart. 

“He had laid the parts down side by side on the ground. 

“The dog was sitting and watching him work. 

“When my Dad went to put it all back together, he noticed a 
bit was missing. (I can’t recall which bit now.) 
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“After looking around for it, he gave up and had to go and 
buy the part again. 

“A year later he was doing the same job and again the dog 
was overseeing the work. 

“When he laid out the parts, the dog got up and walked away. 
He came back after a minute with the missing part from the 
previous year in his mouth and dropped it down with the 
rest.”11 

12. “What Small Things In Life Bring You The Most 
Joy?” 

1) Immelmaneuver wrote, “My son is barely a toddler and 
can’t really communicate yet. I used to rub my stubble on his 
face to make him smile and squirm. Now he rubs his face on 
people or smiles and shakes his head at them to express 
affection. He’ll straight up speed crawl to someone, grab 
their cheeks, and face hug them. So adorable.” 

spidaminida commented, “Cats are going to love him!” 

Immelmeaneuver replied, “Oh, they certainly do! It’s a 
balance of getting close enough for headbutts and being 
quick enough to evade his grabby hands. Little man doesn’t 
know his own strength.” 

2) spcking wrote, “[I love] Lemon Oreos […], and the day 
my husband tried them and hated them was one of the best 
days of my life. Now I never have to share my lemon Oreos!” 

3) T-Tom_Mad_Musician wrote: 

“Artists who passionately and earnestly share their art with 
me, whether it be drawing, sketching, painting, 

 
11 Source: Pituliya, “What is the weirdest thing your pet ever did?” 3 
October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxj8htxv>. 
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woodworking, photography, music, etc. And, as a proxy of 
that, street artists and musicians. There’s two reasons why: 

1. “Because they’re brave enough and trustful enough 
to show me or anyone else their art in the first place, 
which is not an easy thing to do. 

2. “Because their passion brings them joy and their joy 
is contagious.” 

4) kiwiginge wrote, “The excitement of my dog when I get 
home from work.” 

5) look_for_the_helpers wrote: 

“My dog. 

“Every morning when she wakes up is like Christmas 
morning for her — she is so happy to see us in the bed. How 
excited she gets to come along on even the tiniest outing just 
to the corner store. How content she is after a tiring day just 
resting her head on my lap on the couch. How happy her eyes 
are when she is having fun exploring in the woods and turns 
back every 20 feet or so to make sure I am right behind her.” 

6) pm_me_fibonacci wrote, “Seeing a dog. +1 if I get to pet 
it.” 

h0leym0leyyy commented, “My housemate and I walk 
through the two dog parks near us EVERY DAY and have 
such a good time petting so many dogs. Crazy how much joy 
we get from them. I like to think the dogs love the attention 
as well so it’s a win-win really.” 

7) bonbi_ wrote, “Compliments. My brain tells me to not 
believe in them, but it’s still really nice to hear someone 
mention something they like or admire about you. I had a 
lady at work today tell me I have a beautiful voice and it 
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made me feel better because I’ve always felt so self-
conscious about my voice.”12 

13. “What’s The Best Comeback To An Insult You’ve 
Heard / Said?” 

1) dzzi wrote: 

“I was the second tallest kid in my grade in elementary 
school. The only kid taller than me was this girl named Julie. 
Her parents were both super tall, and mine were average 
height; I just grew faster than the average kid. 

“One day I was teasing her for coming from a family full of 
giants, and I went with this averagely goofy elementary 
school diss: ‘I bet your dad is so big he crashes through the 
ceiling!’ To which she replied without missing a beat, ‘I bet 
YOUR dad is so big he crashes through the floor!’ It was 
such a savage fat joke for a little kid that it took me a few 
seconds to get it. I stopped talking shit about her family after 
that.” 

2) J_the_Hero wrote: 

“Once heard someone reply to some variation of ‘If you 
don’t like me at my worst, you don’t get me at my best’ with: 
‘Thank god I’m off the hook then. Because your best is like 
a 2 out of 10 tops.’ 

“It pretty much made the whole coffee shop go silent in 
respect.” 

3) Tryfillich wrote: 

 
12 Source: forest_wav, “What small things in life bring you the most 
joy?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4ufbjqv>. 
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“I have walked with a limp my entire life, so it was an easy 
picking point in school. I moved schools a lot, too, so what 
would usually happen is I’d finally settle in and the jokes 
would stop, and I’d just be ‘that kid who’s always limping,’ 
and then my family would move and the whole thing would 
start over again. 

“Three months into my going to a new school, some kid on 
the oval cupped his hands around his mouth and yelled, 
‘Hey, Tyrfillich, why are you limping? Too much gay sex 
last night?’ 

“I cupped my hands around my mouth and yelled back, 
‘Glad you remembered me!’ 

“Never got shit about my limp in that school again.” 

4) Genocide_Fan wrote: 

“A guy said to me, ‘Small things amuse small minds.’ 

I replied, ‘Is that why you masturbate?’” 

5) UnencumberedNuka wrote: 

“I’m not sure this quite counts as a comeback, but it was so 
good it literally scared the color out of the bully. A few jobs 
ago, I was the lead for my department and directly 
underneath me was this kind of down-to-earth modest kind 
of dude who happened to be an ex-con. He was a super-sweet 
guy and a really hard worker, which is why I had hired him 
and how we became buds. 

“So this other guy from a different department had been 
picking on me for some time, and when I say picking on, I 
mean he was just being incredibly petty, obnoxious, and 
tried to get me to engage to get me fired so he could take my 
job (which if I’m being honest, he would not be anybody’s 
17th choice). I didn’t bother with him, it was honestly not 
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worth my time. I reported anything that I needed to, but 
otherwise just straight up ignored him. 

“One day, he got really bold and snatched the remote out of 
my hand during me and my buds’ break, although his break 
was an hour later. I politely asked him not to change what 
we were watching, but it set him off. He got right up in my 
face and started cursing at me and kept chest bumping me 
and threatening to beat me to within an inch of my life. I 
didn’t want to deal with it, so I just rolled my eyes and got 
up to leave. It must have triggered something in my bud, 
because he immediately pushed his way between us grabbed 
his arm, pulled out his pocket knife and looked the dude 
straight in the eyes and told him, ‘I got two strikes, 
motherfucker. If I’m going back in because of how you’re 
disrespecting us, it ain’t gonna be just for beating your ass. I 
will literally fucking kill you.’ The dude went absolutely 
white, mouth agape, eyes bulging, I could even swear I 
smelled a little urine. I was able to calm my bud down and 
we had a nice long talk over a steak dinner that I definitely 
treated him to. 

“The bully chilled out, I assume out of fear for his life, and 
nobody really suffered any disciplinary action. He reported 
my bud and me, but because I had created a narrative over 
the years about how big of an untrustworthy ass hole he was, 
they believed my version of the story that left out the threat. 
I was able to parley the incident into getting approval to 
build a small breakroom in my department’s overflow room, 
which helped us avoid any unnecessary co-mingling with a 
lot of the shitty people in that department. 
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It was legitimately the most bad-ass idgaf [I don’t give a 
fuck] line I’d ever heard. I will literally never forget the 
words and the guy’s face for the rest of my life.”13 

14. “Ladies Who Were Discriminated Or Treated 
Differently Because Of Your Gender, How Did You 
Prove Them Wrong?” 

Clear_Image wrote: 

“I’ve been in many situations like this, but the one that 
makes me laugh isn’t even about me but about my mom. 

“When I was 16, my family, some friends, and I went to this 
thing called Clan gathering, it’s basically a week-long 
Christian conference and you can either book a hotel nearby, 
rent a caravan, or camp (AirBnB wasn’t a thing yet). We 
chose to camp as it was the cheapest option. 

“Now the campsite was a massive field just next to the 
conference. Obviously, fields get super muddy, especially in 
Scotland even in summer but this was no problem for us 
because my mom owned a Mitsubishi Animal L200; my 
stepdad on the other hand owned a very old and outdated 
Ford Ka. Both of the cars were there as we had so much stuff 
and people to carry. 

“One day in particular, though, it had rained through the 
night making the field get extra muddy. Anybody trying to 
leave the campsite in their cars got stuck and anybody who 
owned a truck in the campsite was helping other people get 
their cars out. Thing is, there was a total of only four trucks 
on the campsite, including my mom’s. 

 
13 Source: Comedian-Which, “Whats the best comeback to a insult 
you’ve heard/said?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxw3cq8n>. 
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“At one point around lunchtime, two men came over to our 
tents, but only my mom and one of her friends (female) was 
there. They asked where my mom’s husband was as they 
needed help with their cars and wanted him to use his car. 
My mom explained that he wouldn’t be able to help them 
because he owned the tiny Ford Ka, hated driving the truck, 
and the truck was hers anyway. She, of course, offered to 
help. but they said they would ask someone else and walked 
away. 

“However, all of the other people who owned trucks had left 
to get lunch meaning that my mom was the only truck driver 
left on the campsite. They sheepishly came back 10 minutes 
later and accepted my mom’s help and she managed to get 
both their cars out of the mud with no difficulty at all.”14 

15. “Are There Any ‘Bad’ Celebrities Who Are Actually 
Really Decent People?” 

1) medieval_mosey wrote, “Alice Cooper is a totally nice 
guy. Just like talking to your old neighbour about everyday 
life.” 

aresomemofo75 commented, “We’re not worthy.” 

henry_squared commented, “He golfs with Amy Grant. Who 
saw that coming?” 

momma3sons commented, “My old golf instructor was 
actually one of the instructors who taught Alice Cooper to 
golf when he took it up years ago (we are in Canada, but my 
instructor wintered in Arizona). Throughout the rest of his 
life, he and Alice would continue to get together to golf when 
possible. Best pic I saw of them was of them golfing along 

 
14 Source: ehnoscentteaya, “Ladies who were discriminated or treated 
differently because of your gender, how did you prove them wrong?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 4 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5dq5959>. 
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with my instructor’s dad, who I think was in his late 70s at 
the time. :)” 

2) LOUDCO-HD wrote: 

“Danny Trejo stayed at our hotel once for about four weeks 
while shooting a movie. His looks are very intimidating, but 
he was the nicest, most polite person you could ask for. 
Within three days he knew every staff member’s name and 
insisted upon being called Danny instead of Mr. Trejo, 
which was the hotel policy. 

“The hotel had an English Pub that the hotel staff were 
allowed to go to on Wednesday nights. I was in there one 
evening when he came in alone and sat with me for about 90 
minutes just talking about regular guy stuff.” 

sidneyaks commented, “I read something somewhere that 
claimed he refused to do his own stunts, because he wasn’t 
gonna risk putting an entire production crew out of work so 
he could feel macho.” 

vitilardo commented, “Remember that time he rescued a 
baby?” 

Note by David Bruce: In August 2019, two cars collided in 
Sylmar, California. One car flipped. Mr. Trejo, assisted by a 
young woman (unnamed), crawled into the wreckage and 
released a baby from its car seat. 

OxD153A53 commented, “Of any celebrity on the planet, 
I’d want to have some beers with Mr. Trejo.” 

3) zemorah wrote, “I always thought Guy Fieri was a 
douche, but he’s a really awesome guy. I think he donated 
meals to firefighters in California? He also started a fund to 
help out-of-work restaurant workers due to COVID.” 

rezincreative wrote, “I met Guy Fieri at his Santa Rosa 
restaurant. I was with a group of friends. At the time I had 
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no idea who he was, but my friend asked to get a photo with 
him. He came over to our table, talked to us all, and was 
incredibly nice. Later when I learned who he was, it was 
through other people talking about what an ass he was. I just 
looked at them in confusion and told them that he seemed 
pretty cool to me.” 

cheesec4ke69 commented, “He also officiated 100 gay 
weddings in Florida.” 

Sir_Puppington_Esq added, “Simultaneously!” 

Munchkin_Ninja commented, “I don’t understand why 
anyone would think he’s a douche?” 

willstr1 commented, “He looks like a douche bro type. He 
dresses like the type of guy who does light harassment. He 
is actually an awesome dude who just loves food.” 

4) Gaelic_Gladiator_64 wrote, “Gordon Ramsey is shown to 
be an ass, but in person he is actually super nice (especially 
for kids).” 

Fredfredbug4 commented: 

“Gordan Ramsey is an ass when he wants you to succeed and 
meet his standards. It’s something he learned from the old-
school culinary arts teachers who would shout at you and 
also throw pots and pans at you. 

“When Gordan Ramsey isn’t an ass, it’s either because 
you’re a child, or he’s completely given up on you and does 
not see any chance for redemption.” 

4) LotusVess27 wrote, “A lot of metal singers. Corpse 
Grinder is a nice dude. I’ve heard Tom Araya from Slayer is 
a nice guy as well.” 

useless_reaper commented, “Metal typically has the nicest 
people involved unless you’re a dick to them.” 
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5) Hardcore_EHS wrote: 

“Former pro musician here, I’ve met a lot of well-known 
rock musicians. 

“The biggest surprises to me were Vinnie Paul (drummer for 
Pantera / Hellyeah) and Steel Panther. 

“With Vinnie, I expected the sort of tough-guy attitude Phil 
Anselmo was known for. I have always loved Pantera, but 
didn’t know much about them offstage except for Phil being 
a prick. Vinnie remains one of the nicest famous people I’ve 
ever met. He was hilarious, and more than happy to hang out, 
BS, take photos, etc., with any fan. We were playing the 
same festival, but honestly, we fanboyed the fuck out when 
we found out we were gonna get to talk to him. It broke my 
heart when someone called me one morning and told me 
Vinnie had died, and the stories I heard from others who 
knew him made it even worse. 

“Steel Panther, we did a show opening for them, and I 
expected them to be in their personas all the time, because 
some fan who paid for a full-experience ticket / backstage 
pass or whatever might roll up at any second. Nope. They 
were chill as fuck. The only annoying thing was that they 
demanded anyone who takes pictures with them holds up the 
‘shocker’ [a hand gesture] They weren’t rude about it, but 
it’s still kind of stupid, in my opinion. 

“I’ve definitely had more bad experiences with famous / 
formerly famous people than good ones, so the good ones 
stick out.” 

6) I_drink_vinegar wrote: 

“I used to work in film PR and I think that Shia Le Beouf 
made the biggest impression on me as a genuinely decent 
and respectful person. I worked at a huge press conference, 
the details of which had leaked online. Autograph hunters 



 35 

had pitched outside the building at 5am, and I was asked to 
help supervise the talent arrivals because it was so hectic. 

“To give an overview of what an autograph hunter is like (I 
never knew what one was before I started working in the 
industry): they are totally different from regular fans. I’m not 
sure why, but they tend to be, in the politest way possible, 
slightly unusual and unglamourous people. Most celebrities 
tend to deal with them with a certain degree of visible disdain 
and even disgust. They’re not the kind of people celebrities 
generally ever have to encounter. They often do not have 
normative social skills, many are clearly neurodivergent and 
to do what they do, I imagine most would not have regular 
employment. I can’t really explain it exactly, but Shia was 
the only one that day who seemed to treat them like actual 
human beings.”15 

16. “What Is The Darndest Thing Your Kid Has Ever 
Said?” 

1) sdjacaranda wrote, “We were once eating dinner and my 
four-year-old burped and said, ‘Oh! I burped.’ We went on 
and a few minutes later she farted. She said, ‘Oh! My bottom 
burped!’ So now we have bottom burps in our house.” 

ColoradoScoop commented, “My son had a stomach bug 
when he was three. He had mostly had diarrhea, but 
eventually he threw up as well and had a pretty rough go of 
it. When he finished, he looked up at my wife, dead serious, 

 
15 Source: thermal7, “There are plenty of ‘good’ celebrities who turned 
out to be bad (Bill Cosby, Ellen etc). But are there any bad boy/girl 
celebrities who are actually really decent people?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
5 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y395watg>. Also: Rachel Yang, 
“Danny Trejo just rescued a baby trapped in a car.” Entertainment 
Weekly. 7 August 2019 <https://tinyurl.com/y4ynddgj>. 
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with tears in his eyes, and said, ‘Do you think the fart was 
trying to come out of my mouth?’” 

2) colloquial_llama wrote: 

“Probably the time my second eldest, as a toddler, loudly 
announced in a very crowded check-out line, ‘MOMMY, 
MY VAGINA ITCHES!’ 

“She had just recently learned the word ‘vagina.’ Good 
times.” 

3) redbellpeppers18 wrote: 

“‘Awww, cute little bitches!’ 

“When my son was two, he called fishes ‘bitches.’ He’s 
grown out of it, and I’m kinda sad.”16 

17) “What Was The Luckiest Moment Of Your Life?” 

1) WeddingElly wrote, “My family and I vacationed in 
Thailand and got mugged via taxi scam right out of the 
airport. The debacle and stress of losing all our ID, money, 
luggage, etc. caused my parents to cut our trip short. Pretty 
much as soon as the embassy issued us emergency ID, we 
flew home. We left Christmas Day, landed, went to bed, and 
woke up to the news of the tsunami killing like a quarter 
million people.” 

CarpeCyprinidae commented, “My cousin got lucky that day 
— she was on an inter-island flight that was on the final 
approach on Boxing Day, and the pilot saw the wave coming 

 
16 Source: OMW2FYB1994, “Parents of Reddit, if the TV show ‘Kids 
say the darndest things’ was still on air, and they wanted to put your 
kid on the show, but first wanted to know what the darndest thing your 
kid has ever said is, what would be your answer?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 
October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5wnc3xt>. 
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in and pulled up to go around instead of landing in front of 
it. They ended up flying for another hour to land somewhere 
on the mainland.” 

2) LargeMarge00 wrote: 

“It’s a tie. Last year my lower leg got hot, swollen, and red 
after Thanksgiving dinner. I chalked it up to the high salt and 
my bad diet. I was having a lot of anxiety about it and went 
to an urgent clinic. They ran some blood and said my WBC 
[White Blood Count] count was high, and to go to the ER 
[Emergency Room] right now because it’s likely cellulitis. I 
spent 4 days in the hospital on IV Vancomycin and learned 
I had a badass MRSA infection. The lucky part was that I let 
my anxiety get the better of me and decided to just eat the 
copay for the peace of mind, and it potentially saved my life. 

“My other experience was when I was shipwrecked about 
300 miles off the coast of Mexico. I called for mayday on 
ham radio. Nobody was answering on the Marine Radio 
because nobody was around for at least 200 miles. A guy in 
San Diego picked up and relayed my satellite tracking 
coordinates to the US Coast Guard, who coordinated with 
the Mexican Navy. After three days of puking and trying my 
hardest to not get washed or thrown out of the cockpit, I was 
spotted by a helicopter and then a massive naval ship the 
following morning. Mexican Search and Rescue is badass, 
and I was treated incredibly well. I owe my life to the guys 
from the ARM Berriozabal.” 

3) DTownForever wrote: 

“I won a huge stuffed animal — a snake — at a raffle in 3rd 
grade. We were raising money by selling chocolates. You 
got one raffle entry per bar you sold. My total was one, and 
I didn’t so much sell it as I did buy it and eat it. 

“That snake was the envy of the whole school. It was like six 
feet long. Really it was a crappy carnival toy — but the best 
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crappy carnival toy that you can get only if you win like six 
times in a row. 

“Out of all those kids who worked so hard, I was the one 
who won that thing. With one entry. I had it in my parents’ 
old house until they sold it, when I was in my early 20s. 

“That was 34 years ago, and I still remember the entire five 
minutes of being up in front of the whole school after 
winning that thing.” 

4) Punkrockid19 wrote. “This year my wife and find out 
we’re having our second child. We wait till 12 weeks to tell 
everyone because previously we had a miscarriage. We tell 
my four-year-old daughter, and she is stoked. We tell 
everyone, and they are excited. We do a gender reveal — it’s 
a boy. Our world is perfect. We get prenatal testing done (no 
idea why, ask my wife). The result comes back — our baby 
has a genetic disorder that affects one out of every 100,000 
kids. Talk about bad luck — the disorder is fatal and he 
won’t survive. Everyone is crushed. We might have to early 
deliver and terminate. We get a second opinion by the best 
doctor in our area, and he says he thinks it’s a false positive 
and to let it ride. We take his advice and wait. Four weeks 
later, we find out it was a false positive and my son will be 
here in eight weeks. Luck of the fucking Irish. 

5) bobofogochi wrote, “When the cop I attacked after my 
first seizure took me to the hospital and not to jail where I 
would have died when my kidneys started to fail.” 

bobofogochi added when and when it happened, “America, 
2009.” 

6) clumsywolverine wrote, “I was a lazy senior in high 
school and hadn’t done a ton of applications for college. I 
was sitting in the counseling office computer lab and 
happened to check when MIT (my dream school) 
applications were due. IT WAS THAT DAY (had to be 
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postmarked by then). I mentioned it to a friend and said, 
‘Well, that’s a bummer, I guess. I won’t be going there.’ My 
guidance counselor walked by right at that moment and said 
she’d help me with the application. A few frantic requests 
for letters of recommendation and a bit more paperwork 
later, I had my application packet sent. And I got in! Years 
later, I can trace a ton of the course of my life to an overheard 
comment and an adult who believed in me.” 

7) AH_Ethan wrote, “My mom won the lotto (under 300k), 
but she told me that my college was paid for. I felt very lucky 
that day.” 

8) Empress_of_yaoi wrote, “When my now-husband 
decided to first speak to me.” 

9) Half_elf_bard wrote, “A radio DJ picked my little event 
to talk about as a tiny segment on his show. We sold out 
every performance in our 400-seat theatre and turned 300 
people away. At that time, I knew nothing about marketing 
and just had a fun idea with some friends. That troupe is now 
one of the most successful independent theatre companies in 
Western Canada.” 

10) cat9tail wrote: 

“I was supposed to meet a friend at the mall at Christmas 
time. We decided to meet at the Santa Claus hut. This was 
before cell phones, and on my way to meet him, I suddenly 
got the idea to bring another friend along — it meant I would 
be about 15 minutes late, but I figured he’d wait for me. 

“On the drive over, traffic suddenly stopped, and we heard 
on the radio that a small plane had crashed into the mall, right 
into the Santa Claus hut. The plane had crashed right at the 
time I was supposed to meet my friend and it turns out he 
was running a few minutes late as well. He got there in time 
to grab a burning victim and he carried her into a fountain to 
put the flames out. He made the news as a hero. If I’d been 
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there on time, I probably would have been the one on fire, or 
worse.”17 

18. “What Is The Most Ridiculous Argument You’ve 
Had?” 

1) raven_darkseid wrote, “My son was around four. We got 
into a heated discussion over whether the Transformer’s 
name is ‘Optimus Prime’ or ‘Octopus Prime.’ He was too 
young to read, so logic was not going to win that day. He is 
10 now and still says it is Octopus Prime. If nothing else, the 
kid is dedicated to his opinions.” 

2) lavender-pears wrote, “I got into an argument with one of 
my first boyfriends about where the Loch Ness monster was 
from. I sincerely didn’t know that there was a place called 
Loch Ness.” 

3) queenoreo wrote, “My kid was around three and was on 
this ‘cold noodles’ kick. I did my best to keep cold noodles 
in the fridge, but sometimes I didn’t make them ahead of 
time. The idea that I had to cook them first and then make 
them cold was a concept he just couldn’t wrap his head 
around. (He was the chillest little kid; this is one of two 
tantrums he ever had.) He absolutely lost his shit and ended 
up slamming his hand on the stove to prove his point that I 
was ‘doing it wrong!’ Unfortunately, the burner was hot and 
he burned his tiny little hand and we spent the afternoon in 
the Emergency Room getting the burn treated and he had 
McDonald’s for a late lunch instead of his damn cold 
noodles.” 

wombatmcgee commented, “Ha, yeah, cooking is a tough 
concept. When my stepson was a little younger, he’d come 

 
17 Source: ColdWar82, “What was the luckiest moment of your life?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 5 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y249nuv5>. 
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into the kitchen when I was making dinner and announce that 
he was hungry. I would tell him how much time was left on 
dinner, show him that the chicken was still raw, etc. He’d 
then go find my husband to tell him that he was hungry and 
he wanted dinner, I guess just in case dinner was magically 
ready in the living room when it wasn’t in the kitchen.” 

4) ives09 wrote: 

“My bff [best friend forever] and I had a screaming match 
over the phone as he said he doesn’t believe in flu shots: 
never gotten one before, never gets sick, etc. 

“A week later, he calls me back to apologize and says he will 
get his flu shot.” 

5) aiecmil wrote: 

“Hahah ok this is so stupid in hindsight. So my name is fairly 
feminine and I’m a girly-ish girl. I won’t give my real name, 
but it’s basically the English equivalent of being called 
Katie. Anyway, in high school, my older sister (who went to 
the same school as me) convinced a whole bunch of her 
senior year friends that my name was Fernando. It annoyed 
the shit out of me, and we fought about it a lot. It didn’t catch 
on so it basically fizzled but yeah, trying to convince a whole 
bunch of 17-year-olds that as a white Scottish heritage14-
year-old girl my name was Katie and not Fernando made me 
so angry as a young girl. Honestly, though, looking back, it’s 
the funniest prank she ever pulled on me. 

“Edit: There was no racism intended. She chose the name 
because I hate the ABBA song ‘Fernando.’” 

6) tpv204 wrote, “An argument with my husband wanting 
two more cookies of the cookies he bought me even though 
he’d already eaten several before giving them to me.” 

7) t12aq wrote: 
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“My father enjoys arguing with and upsetting people. He’s 
just not a nice person. 

“When I was about 15ish, I got home after being out with 
friends for the day and he casually asked me what I had for 
lunch and I said, ‘Avocado sushi.” 

“‘That’s not a thing. What did you really have?’ 

“‘Two nori rolls with avocado in them.’ 

“Then he told me I didn’t because there is no such thing. He 
tried to get me to prove that avocado nori rolls exist, this was 
before smartphones and in the time of dial-up internet so I 
couldn’t just show him. 

“The argument lasted for an hour. He ‘won’ even though I 
definitely ate two avocado nori rolls that day and they 
definitely not only exist, but are extremely common. 

“I went back to my mum’s place afterwards bewildered and 
told her what happened and how I can’t believe it happened 
and maybe I heard him wrong and her response was ‘Honey, 
I don’t want to put down your father to you, but why do you 
think we’re divorced? You heard him right.’” 

8) souponastick wrote: “I worked at a group home with 
mentally handicapped men. Four-fifths of the men had been 
picked up for the holidays by their family, so I took the 
remaining one out for a day of fun. We stopped at Taco Bell 
to eat, then at Wendy’s for a Frosty (when chocolate was the 
only option). Our final stop was my parents’ house because 
he wanted to see their dogs. My mom is interacting with him 
and he’s got chocolate Frosty all over his face. I planned to 
clean it up when we got back to the group home. He said, 
very excitedly, to my mom that he’d had strawberry ice 
cream. My mom just did the ‘Oh, that’s nice!’ thing. Due to 
his disability he gets stuck on one thing and just kept telling 
my mom about his strawberry ice cream. My job is to make 
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them more socially acceptable in situations, so I kept 
correcting him. I was definitely wrong and should have just 
stopped, but I was in too far and couldn’t see that this just 
didn’t freaking matter. I got frustrated that my mom was not 
going to correct him and I finally said. ‘MOM! You can 
clearly see he didn’t have strawberry ice cream!’ She said, 
‘Right, but I’m also not going to argue with a handicapped 
guy!’ I was put into my place and realized how wrong I was 
to get so frustrated over something so trivial in the long run. 
She then turned to him and said, ‘I bet you really liked your 
strawberry ice cream, huh?’ He nodded and didn’t bring it 
up again.”18 

19. “How Has A Random Stranger Made You Happy 
Before?” 

1) Lark_Iron_Cloud wrote, “I’ve been to Texas once in my 
life on the way to the Grand Canyon. We made only one stop 
in the state at a McDonald’s. Walking in, a man walking out 
with a cowboy hat. He says, ‘Howdy!’ Made my whole trip!” 

2) TriviaNerd15 wrote, “One time, I was completely broke. 
In college, married with kids trying to make it on one low 
income. Christmas was coming, I was worried. I got a 
random card in the mail from a big city several hours away 
where I know no one. Inside was $100. I have never been 
able to figure out who it was from, but it meant the world to 
me.” 

3) MrsTurnPage wrote, “I love it when another lady says, 
‘Oh, my god! That is such a cute article of clothing! Where 
did you get it?’ It’s so genuine.” 

 
18 Source: LowProcess, “What is the most ridiculous argument you’ve 
had?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4ctwxcf>. 
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4) vagabondinfp wrote, “Hugged me. I hadn’t known the 
person, but I must’ve gave off a vibe that I was going through 
heavy shit … we had a short conversation, she gave me 
advice followed by a hug— I really needed that.” 

5) waffle_sniffer wrote, “I was at an all-campus singing 
performance night, and at the end all the groups got together 
to sing ‘We are the World’ (the jazz group, the a cappella 
group, the hymns group, the Bollywood group, everyone). 
One of the a cappella singers stood behind a particularly 
diva-ish person who was really taking every opportunity to 
shine solo. I don’t know why she made me laugh so much 
doing it, but I found it very hard to stop giggling (laughing 
with her in joy, not at her). The a cappella guy behind her 
catches my eye, and we both start giggling together. Both 
strangers made me very happy that day. This was 15 years 
ago!” 

6) Danwoll wrote, “I was sitting in front of my apartment 
having a smoke one night. A truck pulled into the parking 
spot in front of me and a man got out holding a six pack of 
Pabst Blue Ribbon tall boys. He pulled one off and handed 
it to me before walking off. It was nice.”19 

20. “Teachers Of Reddit, What Is The Best Plot Twist 
You Didn’t See Coming In Your Student’s Writing?” 

1) HappierThanThpu wrote, “Teaching 8th grade English: A 
student was writing about a supernatural investigator. About 
two thirds through the story, the narrator is listing all the 
greatest horrors he had seen. The list ended: ‘I once saw an 
English teacher named Mr.[my name] slough off his skin and 

 
19 Source: howdoihuman, “How has a random stranger made you happy 
before?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5kmgqlq>. 
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devour a classroom of students ….’ It was a great surprise 
(and story).” 

2) jlr257 wrote, “I had a student who was obsessed with 
Silverback Gorillas. I mean, EVERYTHING he wrote was 
about silverbacks. Even for the most random question, for 
example, about Shakespeare’s sonnets, and his answer 
would somehow quite logically twist around to his gorillas. 
After a while he added a character: the Queen of Sanzibar. 
She controlled this wild and often violent band of gorillas. 
At the end of that year, I ended up moving away and at my 
farewell lunch he gave me a card that says ‘there will never 
be another story about the Silverback Gorillas of Sanzibar 
because the Queen of Sanzibar is moving to Australia.’ Blew 
me away. I never thought his stories were analogies of our 
school/students or that I had made that much of an impact on 
his life. Humbling.” 

3) mikeymacc1 wrote, “While teaching middle school, I 
gave an ‘About Me’ essay early in the year. One student 
wrote about how they had a rough home life, parents 
divorcing, etc. It was very well written and heartbreaking 
until the last paragraph where he talked about finding 
religion in the past year: ‘I’ve learned not to judge people 
who do wrong, because only God can judge … and they will 
burn.’” 

4) Rhodehouse93 wrote: 

“One of my kids got a writing assignment to write a new 
ending to a story. It was a classic star-crossed lovers 
narrative, so I figured they’d do a happily ever after. 

“Nope. 
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“The female protagonist ended up using the dude for his 
knight status to escape the thumb of her father, then killed 
him and went out on her own.”20 

  

 
20 Source: StarCheck581, “Teachers of Reddit, what is the best plot 
twist you didn’t see coming in your student’s writing?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 6 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4tfr6z5>. 
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Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What Is Some Embarrassing Thing You Said That 
Made Everyone Laugh?” 

1) feralmongrel wrote, “I was young and nervous, 
enthusastically describing to a client how pretty the flowered 
vines would look growing over their trellis. It was clematis, 
but I was prattling on and calling it chlamydia.” 

2) Budget_Canteloupe wrote, “I accidentally called my 
husband ‘Mom’ once. He didn’t find it nearly as amusing 
our friends and I did.” 

3) Fabulous_Alpaka wrote, “I work in a hospital and give 
out stickers and face masks to visitors and patients. Once I 
said to a patient, ‘And here is your mask to cover your mouth 
and nose’ … while handing him a sticker. He absolutely lost 
it and snort-laughed for several minutes.” 

4) Misseskat wrote, “I said Swedish cheese instead of Swiss 
cheese when I was trying to be a smarty pants, and they all 
laughed. I was 23.” 

5) ILikeTacosAndTequila wrote, “I was in 6th grade and 
asked what a condom was. Everyone knew except me.” 

6) Briiiiecheese wrote: 

“I can remember two times when I wished I was mute, and 
both of them were in a car. 

“The first one was after a Halloween party. The parents of a 
friend had agreed to drive me home and because they didn’t 
know where I lived, of course they asked me for directions. 
I, being the nervous kid I was, wanted to tell them that my 
‘spatial orientation is pretty messed up,’ but instead it came 
out as ‘my SEXUAL orientation is pretty messed up.’ You 
can imagine that my face was red as a beet and no, it wasn’t 
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the makeup. Fun fact: My sexual orientation is, to this day, 
still messed up. 

“The second one was coming back from the cinema with a 
group of friends. They were talking about the movie and at 
some point they asked me what I thought about it. It had been 
a lengthy movie and I quite like that kind, so of course the 
intelligent thing to answer a bunch of hormonal teens was 
the Spanish equivalent of ‘I like them long.’ I don’t know 
how many years it has been. They still don’t let me live it 
down.”21 

22. “Let’s Help People Find New Music. What Song 
Would You Recommend For Everyone To Hear At Least 
Once?” 

billswerskihypetrain wrote, “‘Watermelon Man’ — Herbie 
Hancock and the Headhunters. That whole Headhunters 
album is some of the funkiest stuff I’ve ever heard.” 

xmal16 wrote: 

“Fun story about that song, I took a jazz history class and my 
professor brought in Bill Summers, the guy who plays the 
bottle and the rest of the percussion on that song, as a guest. 

“I went to the bathroom before class and Mr. Summers was 
in there with a bottle of Heineken. I didn’t recognize him and 
he asked me to open his bottle, so I assumed he was just 
someone who worked at the school having a mid-day beer 
(not the strangest thing to see in New Orleans). He then 
asked if I wanted to chug the beer, I said, ‘No, thank you,’ 

 
21 Source: AnoBamba, “What is some embarrassing thing you said but 
made everyone laugh?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5dovkfs>. 
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because I had class, so he shrugged and poured the whole 
thing down the drain and then left. 

“I was ready to write it off as a surreal Nola [New Orleans] 
moment until I got into class, and my teacher played the 
beginning of ‘Watermelon Man,’ then told us who the guest 
was. Needless to say, I was fully geeked when Mr. Summers 
walked out in front of the class with that same Heineken 
bottle and blew into it playing that opening riff perfectly. 
Sounded exactly like it did on the record. He said it was the 
same exact kind of bottle they used on the original cut. Dude 
is awesome.”22 

23. “What Was The Dumbest You’ve Ever Felt?” 

1) ThisWormWillTurn wrote, “Last Christmas I bought a 
tree at Lowes. The guy who helps prepare the tree for 
transport asks me, with pen and paper in hand, ‘Name for the 
tree?’ I thought for a second, shrugged and said, ‘I don’t 
know … Lucy.’ He looks at me strangely and slowly replies, 
‘No. Your name, to claim the tree after paying.’” 

2) AlphaDog94 wrote: 

“I have a friend whose birthday is two days after mine. 

All of our friends got together for her birthday. We were all 
standing around and talking when one of our friends was 
about to offer the birthday friend a gift. 

“I don’t remember what exactly happened, but prior to 
giving her the gift she gave it to me (to hold on to while she 
was holding another bag), and me being the naive idiot that 
I am, thought that she was giving me a late birthday present. 

 
22 Source: raygun540, “Lets help people find new music. What song 
would you recommend for everyone to hear at least once?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 7 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxp3sylq>. 
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I got so excited and screamed, ‘Oh, wow, thank you so 
much!’ And then awkward silence ensued. The second I 
realised what was going on, I got so flustered and 
embarrassed that I quickly pretended that it was a joke. 

“To this day, every time I think about it, I want to dig my 
own grave and bury myself alive in it.” 

3) DukeSamuelVimes commented, “I have a cousin who is 
two days younger than me. The joke that always drives him 
crazy but I never get sick of is when I start rambling to him 
and go like, ‘Things are so different with you youngsters 
these days. When I was your age, I (and then I proceed to 
describe what I was doing exactly two days ago).” 

4) sithwonder wrote: 

“I do not like my last name. Back in college, a girl I didn’t 
really know complimented my last name and this time I 
responded with, ‘Do you want it?’ 

“She thought I was hitting on her. I don’t blame her. 

“I think about that at least once a week.” 

5) squeeeeenis wrote: 

“Got up. 

“Got dressed. 

“Went to the bus stop. 

“Waited 30 minutes for the bus. 

“Went to the bus transfer station. 

“Waited another 30 minutes to transfer to another bus. 

“Arrived in front of my college. 

“Walked 15 straight minutes to class. 
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“Sat in front of the door. 

“Conclusion: I sat in front of the door for 30 minutes, angry 
that no one had shown up yet. It was only until someone I 
knew approached me and asked, ‘What are you doing here 
on a Sunday?’ that I considered the possibility that it might 
be the wrong day.” 

6) Bentleg wrote, “Using the flashlight on my phone to find 
my phone in a dark room.” 

7) gizmosbutu wrote, “I was talking on my phone with a 
friend and asking him if I left my phone in his garage 
because I couldn’t find it. He led me on for a whole fifteen 
minutes. Then I went silent. He realized that I realized that I 
had my phone and ended with, ‘So you’re good then?’ I said, 
‘Yes.’ He said, ‘Great.’ And he hung up.” 

8) ChristopherRabbit wrote, “I was dating a woman who 
used to have a cocaine problem. She’d been to treatment and 
claimed she was over it completely, but then she started 
being kind of unreliable / mysteriously unavailable 
sometimes and I got suspicious and asked her if she’d 
relapsed, which she denied. Then one day she shows up at 
my place with this white shit ALL OVER under her nose. I 
lost it and took her to the bathroom to look in the mirror. 
That’s when she burst out laughing, went back out to her car, 
and returned with a package of powdered sugar doughnuts. 
Yeah, I felt like a tool.” 

9) Mr_Versatile123 wrote: 

“Back in middle school, a classmate and I had been talking 
recently. It wasn’t anything serious at all, and I felt pretty 
confident about it. 

“She was telling me about how a guy recently rejected her, 
and I thought to myself, Now’s my chance. Can’t be hard, 
right? I just have to say, You’re too good for him, and I can 
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live my tweenage fantasy. Instead, I fucked up and said the 
absolute fucking worst thing I could’ve said: He’s too good 
for you. In her face. 

“She stomped off, and I was left dumbfounded by myself. I 
couldn’t even walk after her because I knew I fucked up, so 
I was just going to turn around and take my walk of shame 
in private, but an underclassman saw it all and just had the 
biggest shocked face at what had happened.” 

10) butidonthaveanameyet wrote, “Girl I had a crush on for 
two years, who was obviously into me, yet I was still scared 
to ask her out sat next to me at a basketball game and 
sheepishly said, ‘Hey, Donnie asked me to prom, but I told 
him I wanted to ask you.’ And my dumbass has lived 26 
years with the scar of my response, which was ‘Um, sure, I 
guess you can go to prom with him.’”23 

24. “What Is The Funniest Insult A Kid Has Said To 
You?” 

1) StrokyBoi said, “A first grader (when I was in 9th grade) 
said, ‘Shut up, tomato.’” 

2) RyeDoll commented, “Back when I was in high school, 
two elementary students were arguing on the bus, calling 
each other harmless names like ‘dweeb’ and ‘dirt sniffer.’ 
Well, I guess one kid ran out of taunts cause he looked at the 
other kid and said, ‘You’re a piece of cheese’! My brother 
and I still use that sick burn to this day, 30ish years later.” 

3) fyhtdyetrer wrote, “My niece said, ‘I will not think about 
you.’” 

 
23 Source: spwf, “What was the dumbest you’ve ever felt?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 7 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2rcgwwf>. 
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mejlord commented, “Have you seen the Pixar movie Coco? 
That was a straight-up burn.” 

4) JustAnotherRndmIdiot wrote: 

“This is not an insult, but a ripper comeback. 

“An old guy said about reincarnation that ‘it’s all a crock of 
shit.’ 

A kid replied, “Yeah, I didn’t believe it either when I was 
your age.” 

5) bergmoss88 wrote: 

“I was over at someone’s house who had a daughter who was 
about four or five at the time, and this was also when I was 
at my maximum fatness level. 

“I was lying on my stomach on the ground, playing with 
some toys with her baby brother, when she turns to me and 
says, ‘Hey, you know your butt?’ 

“‘My butt?’ 

“‘Yeah, your butt is bigger than ….’ 

“And she proceeds to list every family member she knows 
and beyond and ends with ‘… your butt is bigger than all of 
them combined.’ 

“She was singlehandedly the best weight-loss program 
ever.” 

6) uninterested_tbh wrote, “My ex-boyfriend’s little brother 
said to me, ‘Are you Vietnamese? I thought Vietnamese girls 
are supposed to be pretty.’” 

7) babyishAuri wrote, “Not to me, but to my boyfriend. I had 
a professor at university who sometimes would bring his kid 
into class. The boy was eight or nine years old. The kid was 
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really smart,and we would talk with him regularly. So this 
one time my boyfriend and the kid were teasing each other, 
and I don’t remember what my boyfriend told him but the 
boy told him back, ‘I’d hit you, but I’m against animal 
abuse.’ Sassiest kid I’ve ever known.” 

8) Clarck_Kent wrote: 

“My youngest brother is 14 years younger than me, and once 
when I was about 17 I was hanging with some friends and 
my youngest bro comes in and I tell him to go away and he 
tells me, ‘You go away, ‘Poop Dick!’ 

“I had never heard the phrase ‘poop dick’ before, but my 
toddler brother was clearly trying to insult me with some 
kind of homophobic slur. 

“It was the funniest thing I had ever heard from a child. My 
brother is in the military now and some of my friends have 
sent him care packages addressed to Private John P.D. 
Smith, where the P.D. stands for, you guessed it, ‘Poop 
Dick.’” 

9) NorthstateDK wrote: 

“I wouldn’t call it an insult as such, but the four-year-old 
daughter of a couple I know really put me in my place on a 
day when I was visiting them. 

“They had just adopted a young dog and it happened to pee 
on the floor, as it hadn’t learned yet to go outside (it had been 
kind of neglected before being adopted). Anyway I casually 
blurt out that the dog was stupid for peeing on the floor and 
this four-year-old just indignantly stare at me and says, ‘No, 
it isn’t stupid. It just hasn’t learned any better. You don’t 
have the right to call anyone stupid.’ 

“I had no comeback.” 
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10) cheeseismygod wrote, “My son told me I wasn’t worth 
anything. He meant that I’m priceless.” 

11) tooshytoaskyou wrote: 

“‘Ms. tooshytoaskyou, you look like a coloring book page 
that no one has colored in yet.’ 

“It’s true. I have very pale skin and white blonde hair.” 

12) Nolligan wrote: 

“Not directed at me but to my teaching assistant, who was 
helping a kid in class who wanted her to do everything for 
him. She got exasperated and said, ‘And what did your last 
slave die of?’ 

“Quick as a flash, he replied, ‘Not doing as she was told!’”24 

25. “Research Suggests That It Takes Only One Positive 
Relationship With An Adult To Change A Child’s 
Trajectory In Life. Who Was That Adult For You, And 
What Did They Do?” 

1) Frau_Aeron wrote: 

“When I was younger, my landlord (my mom was her 
property manager) would babysit me from time to time. She 
was an avid art collector and always loved it whenever I 
would tell her stories. She allowed me to be creative, and she 
always told me about the places she had gone to, showing 
me old photos of her trips she had taken with her husband 
(he had passed away in a car accident). She knew I was 
bullied a lot and always told me that there was nothing 
wrong with me, and that she liked being around me. I 

 
24 Source: DryArtichoke3429, “What is the funniest insult a kid has 
said to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyk4oglz>. 
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honestly loved her a lot. My last memory of her sadly is 
seeing her at some kind of hospice since her Alzheimer’s 
started to advance. She looked at me and smiled and waved 
goodbye to me saying, ‘Goodbye, Frau_Aeron.’ 

“I still miss her.” 

2) Fxck_havingavagina wrote: 

“I was a problem child at the time. Overdramatic, always 
angry — whenever I was calm, I was near despondent. 
Except for in my art class. My teacher, Ms. Williams, always 
seemed to have faith in me. She’d always been patient when 
I goofed up, and when I argued with a student, she’d never 
accuse either of us until she had the facts. She was 
completely different from any other teacher I had in my 
entire life — and I only had her in elementary. Only a couple 
have come close since. 

“In fifth grade, I don’t quite remember exactly when or what 
had happened, I just know it was a particularly bad day. It 
was like I was so angry that even the idea of art class couldn’t 
calm me down, which had never happened before. I had 
brought my own apron that day, and she didn’t realize it, so 
when she reminded me to hang it up near the end of the class, 
I got snappy and yelled at her. When I realized what I’d 
done, I ran out the door and sat in the hallway, trying not to 
cry. 

“Most teachers would have either followed me and yelled at 
me some more, or just written me up and went on with their 
class. She finished handling the other students, excused 
herself, then walked out and sat by me. Then we just talked. 
She apologized to me, and I apologised to her. She could tell 
I was still stressed, so she put her hand on my head and 
rubbed my scalp a little. She told me that it always helped 
her calm down. It had helped me a lot, too. 
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“Since that day I’ve been trying to be better than that. I 
haven’t seen her since my fifth-grade ‘graduation’ 
ceremony, but I hope she’s doing well. 

“TL;DR: My art teacher was patient with me when no one 
else ever was.” 

3) YeahWTF20 wrote: 

“One time when I was about 21 and everyone I knew was in 
college and having these great adventures, I was at rock 
bottom. 

“I was living at home with my parents and had to sign on 
unemployment benefit. I had no social life and no plan, and 
I was feeling really hopeless. 

“My dad passed me in the kitchen and said, ‘You know, 
you’re a great little soldier, the way you keep going.’ I was 
so struck by it, I just said, ‘Thanks,’ and went up to my room. 
And thought about it a lot. 

“And after that I just kept trying. Because I may have been a 
loser but hey, I could still be a little soldier and keep on going 
and my dad would think I was OK.” 

4) throwawaymetoo wrote, “I was a nightmare kid, getting 
kicked out of schools, started having legal problems at 11, 
began substance abuse around then, too. I went to live with 
my uncle in my teens: He was the guy in my family who 
could cope with me, he got me everything I needed; he saved 
my life.” 

5) SillyGayBoy wrote: 

“I was horribly harassed all year long for being gay and was 
horribly suicidal. 

“My gay Spanish teacher told me about how college was so 
much different and better. I finally had hope.” 
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6) terry_bradshaw wrote, “My dad. It wasn’t one act that 
made me say this. My dad woke up at 4 am every day and 
went to the gym, then got back in time to drive me to school 
and then went to work. He also was very dedicated to helping 
me develop good habits that I still have today, like exercising 
daily, and not procrastinating. He was always encouraging, 
no matter what the situation was. Also, being incredibly 
smart, he taught me more than school did and helped me 
understand difficult concepts when my teachers failed to.” 

7) orionsguardian wrote: 

“A nun I met and spent time with at a summer camp. 

“I spent my late childhood, teens, and early adulthood with 
my aunts. They didn’t like my mom and made sure that I had 
a miserable life and destroyed my self-esteem. 

“I spent the summer at a Christian summer camp and during 
that time a nun taught me that there was nothing wrong with 
me and built my self-esteem. 

“I am forever grateful to her.”25 

26. “What Compliment Have You Received That Has 
Kept You Going For Years?” 

1) PicanteBeefHaiku wrote: 

“In high school, I overheard a group of girls talking about 
their crushes. One girl tried to guess the crush of another girl 
and started listing out names (first name / last names) of the 

 
25 Source: ViolatingBadgers, “Research suggests that it only takes one 
positive relationship with an adult to change a child’s trajectory in life. 
Who was that adult for you, and what did they do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
8 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y579wgzh>. 
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most popular and athletic guys in school and SOMEHOW 
my name came up on her list as well. 

“Definitely gave me a confidence boost! Guess I was 
considered dateable in high school!” 

2) starstarstar wrote: 

“Back in the sixth grade, I held the power button down for 
five seconds on a girl’s laptop that had locked up. That was 
the only thing I knew to do to fix a computer. When it 
restarted, she smiled and told me that I was good with 
computers. 

“SPENT NEXT 14 YEARS GETTING A MASTER’S IN 
C.S. [Computer Science] PLUS 10 CERTIFICATIONS.” 

GelatinArmor commented, “Save some girls for the rest of 
us.” 

3) snacadelic wrote: 

“My grandpa was a highly trained, state-recognized 
musician with perfect pitch. He was very supportive of my 
and my cousins’ musical pursuits, but also very critical. He’d 
give credit where credit was due, but would also tear into 
you and have visible reactions if you didn’t sing / play well. 

“One day, during the final year of his life, I went to visit him. 
I had brought my guitar, and he asked me to play him a song. 
I can’t even remember what song I sang that day, for my 
mind was preoccupied with the grief of knowing he’d soon 
be gone. but I have always remembered my grandpa’s final 
‘performance review’: 

“‘I asked you to play me a song, but instead you played me 
a symphony.’ 

“Thank you for believing in me, Grandpa. I will always love 
you.” 
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4) OhCreatureFeatures wrote: 

“My mom told me that my siblings, my grandmother, and 
she were all going for a walk when I was around three years 
old. They were all walking ahead when my grandma looked 
behind to see me smiling and in my own little world walking 
farther behind them. 

“She told my mom, ‘She’ll always walk to the beat of her 
own drummer.’ Grandma passed last year and I never felt 
like we were that close, me being shy, but whenever I think 
I’m failing in life or it’s hopeless, I think about her saying 
that so long ago and I feel whole again.” 

5) littleredhoodlum wrote: 

“One day I was showing my boss some of the stuff I’d 
thrown together on a new project in the ideas phase. I 
probably wasn’t even supposed to hear him, but he said 
under his breath, ‘God damn, you are as good as they say 
you are.’ 

“Certainly stuck with me and helps me get through the days 
when imposter syndrome hits me hard.” 

ClutchingMyTinkle commented: 

“One of the lead engineers in my department is known to be 
quite an asshole. Highly critical of everything and nothing is 
ever done to his standards. He’s rude and in general very 
pompous. 

“I did some work for him and in the process developed a new 
technique that helped with identifying specific materials. 
After I sent out the final report and he reviewed it, he replied 
(CCed to the entire department) that the work was the best 
he had seen and ‘orders of magnitude better than any work 
that has ever come out of our laboratory.’ 

“Yeah, that tends to give ya the warm and fuzzies.” 



 61 

6) RogueTF2 wrote: 

“I was an Uber driver in 2016 in my spare time (I didn’t 
really do much then other than my day job) and one night I 
picked up several girls around my age in Koreatown, Los 
Angeles. 

“I usually tried my best to have my passengers be 
comfortable. I think they were in a decent mood to talk and 
did what I can to keep their night going well. I dropped them 
off at their destination inside a housing area for a college in 
the city. I then went home. 

“The next morning, I woke up to a review from the last night 
(Uber used to let passengers leave text comments, idk [I 
don’t know] if they do now) and it was a reference to 
something I had said in that ride and then the statement, 
‘You’re boyfriend material.’ 

“Back then, I was really negative about myself and how I 
was living and I thought that I was just not likable. I never 
pursued that kind of compliment or acknowledgement in 
life. 

“I didn’t try to connect with any of those girls, but it gave 
me a lot of reassurance that I was just fine.” 

7) SuDoScientific wrote: “When I was 18 (and young 
looking, too), I was working a coffee bar and this dude came 
up and said he just wanted to tell me I have a great smile. He 
was like, ‘I’m 40 and not coming onto you. I just want you 
to know you have a great smile.’ I still think about that 
sometimes, 17 years later.” 

8) KitchenWitch17 wrote: 

“‘You are a rare combination of beauty and kindness that is 
so hard to find nowadays.’ 



 62 

“This was said to me by an elderly gentleman who came to 
visit me every day at work for months. After he passed, his 
caretaker came in to tell me I was the best part of his day.”26 

27. What Is The Pettiest Thing You Have Done To 
Someone Who Has Wronged You?” 

1) BitterPillPusher2 wrote, “Not me, and not really wronged, 
but I have a friend whose neighbor has obnoxious Donald 
Trump swag all over his house. She has been quietly making 
anonymous donations to groups like Planned Parenthood, 
the National Organization of Women, and the NAACP in his 
name. Every time she does it, he gets a card letting him know 
a donation to the organization has been made in his name. 
So she’s basically been anonymously antagonizing him for 
months. She’s probably spent a fortune, but she said it’s 
totally worth it.” 

2) CatrionaShadowlead wrote, “Refused to heal them in a 
game, got the other healers in on it, and laughed when they 
died.” 

3) zoeyjax wrote, “She sent me a friend’s request on IG 
[Instagram?] like nothing happened. I approved it and then 
blocked her.” 

4) Jomato_Soup wrote: 

“Years ago while I was at school, I worked part-time at a 
DIY [Do It Yourself] store, I was young but always did my 
job well. This horrible old guy worked there: He was mean 
to everyone (staff and customers), he’d never help, he 
refused to train new starts, but somehow he always got praise 

 
26 Source: justicenvb757, “What compliment have you received that 
has kept you going for years?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yybj6q9x>. 
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from our manager for his perfect aisle (only because he spent 
his whole shift tidying it and doing nothing else). 

“Every shift I worked, I took something from the top of his 
aisle and placed it at the bottom to ‘mess it up.’”27 

28. “What Was Your Biggest ‘Try Not To Laugh 
Challenge’ Moment?” 

1) KnittinAndBitchin wrote: 

“The situation was the opposite of funny. 

“So basically we had just heard from neurology that my 
brother was most likely brain dead, which meant that he was 
clinically dead. They would need 24 hours to do the final test 
to say that there was no brain activity left. It was extremely 
difficult for all of us to hear. Then my dad, who was grasping 
for the tiniest of straws that he could possibly find, asked the 
neurologist if there was a way for them to do some sort of 
brain surgery to stitch the few brain cells still functioning 
together so that he would not be dead. They did it in Star 
Trek! 

“The look on the doctor’s face as he had to patiently explain 
to a man, who had just told that his son was dead, that Star 
Trek was not real and it is not a thing, just struck me. I had 
to jam both hands into my mouth to keep from howling in 
laughter. I mean I was bent over shaking. Mom started 
rubbing my back, thinking that I was still crying, but no. I 
was holding back screams of laughter. That poor doctor.” 

2) strawn23 wrote, “I was at church camp in sixth grade, and 
the preacher was getting ready to pray, so he starts reciting 

 
27 Source: livelovethecold, “What is the pettiest thing you have done to 
someone who has wronged you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 11 October 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y494g7lb>. 
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the Lord’s prayer. But instead of "hallowed be thy name," he 
said Howard be thy name. People shrugged it off because it 
was clearly a mispronunciation, but I had tears streaming 
down my face by the end of it.” 

Hypothermis_Needle wrote, “A priest I know once told me 
a story of a priest he knew who was saying Mass in a foreign 
country in the native language. He got some words mixed 
up, though, so when he meant to say ‘Lift up your hearts,’ it 
actually translated as ‘Lift up your lobsters.’ I went to tell 
this to my friends, and I almost couldn’t finish the story 
because I was laughing so hard. This was years ago and 
we’re still laughing about it.” 

3) JustAnotherAviatrix wrote: 

“There are two I can think of. The first one was in my 
aerospace class where the professor was talking about 
airplane glide slopes, and he mentioned the Gimli Glider (a 
Boeing 767 that ran out of fuel and glided to a landing in 
Gimli, Manitoba). I hadn’t read about the full details of 
where the plane’s nickname had come from yet, so the 
picture of Gimli from Lord of the Rings flying a hang glider 
and yelling, ‘AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA!’ popped into 
my head, and I nearly lost it. I was sitting in the in the front 
of the class, too. 

“The other one was in my literature class. My professor 
brought her daughter into class because she wasn’t feeling 
well. While the professor was going over the exam material, 
her daughter took a marker and started writing on the 
whiteboard. I thought she would draw a T-Rex or something 
like she did when she was brought to class the last time, but 
instead she wrote, ‘Uh, oh, stinky.’ I barely kept a straight 
face.” 

4) Believert wrote, “I went to a wedding where they PAID 
these two women to play, I’m assuming, a beautiful classical 
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piece. What came out, however, was two seemingly untuned, 
instruments playing two different ‘songs’ with no 
discernible … song. It sounded like two people picked up 
instruments that they had never played before and started 
playing. It was terrible! They played several songs, and by 
the end of it my whole family was crying from trying not to 
laugh. I don’t think we were too successful.” 

5) Sage_Fox wrote: 

“I wasn’t really the one trying not to laugh in this story. I 
was at a funeral a couple years ago for this really lovely old 
man. He had never married, but his sister died in a car 
accident and he ended up raising her children. 

“He was a veteran, so they had the army come do the flag-
folding ceremony thingy. They then presented the flag to his 
closest living relative, his niece. And called her the man’s 
wife. 

“His great-nieces lost it as only you can when you’re already 
near hysterical in sadness. They got glares from some people 
at the funeral who didn’t really understand what was going 
on.” 

6) Poscgrrl wrote: 

“My new boyfriend and I were hanging out in my kitchen, 
making Rice Krispie treats with my then four-year-old son. 
My kiddo was learning colours, and had decided, in the way 
of children, that I picked him out at the ‘baby factory.’ 

“So I asked the various colours of the cooking utensils, and 
this and that. Then I asked, ‘What colour are your eyes?’ and 
he tells me that they’re blue. 

“When I asked who gave them to him, he talked about the 
baby factory; how they set the right colour blue (‘Just like 
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yours, mum’), and his hair, and how they did that for his 
older brother and sister, and for me, and even my partner. 

“‘When will I get a little brother?’ he asks, at the end of his 
‘how babies are crafted’ speech. 

“‘Never,’ I said. ‘The Baby Factory is closed.’ 

“‘Not in the niiiiiight,’ he said, apropos of nothing. 

“I heard my partner snerk, and I looked down at the kitchen 
table trying to swallow the hysterical laughter. I would have 
been fine, if I hadn’t looked at my partner. He was bright 
red, almost incandescent, eyes watering, and shaking. And I 
lost it! So, of course, did he. We laughed until we cried, 
couldn’t breathe, collapsed into chairs. Of course, my kiddo 
thought he’d won the kid lottery: Mum was laughing her face 
off! And so he laughed too. But he, of course, had no idea 
what was so funny. 

“I told him the story about six or eight months ago (I forget 
how the topic came up). My then-partner, now husband, and 
I laughed at my now 16-year-old son’s mortified face. 
‘OMG, I wha—!’ then he laughed the embarrassed laugh of 
a 16-year-old boy. We told him it was cool, but it was pretty 
funny.”28 

29. “What Is The Cheesiest Compliment You Ever Got?” 

1) justausername0985 wrote, “You look really gouda today.” 

2) CanineRezQ wrote, “When they were getting divorced, 
my older brother’s ex-wife said to me, ‘I should’ve married 
you, nacho [not your] brother.’” 

 
28 Source: JustAnotherAviatrix, “What was your biggest ‘Try Not to 
Laugh Challenge’ moment?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 Oct 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2dvf8pa>. 
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3) arayner90 wrote, “My husband texted me this on Saturday 
[10 October 2020]: 

“‘Are you today’s date?’ 

“‘Because you’re 10/10.’” 

4) Back2Bach wrote, “The cheesiest compliment was during 
dessert when a dinner guest said, ‘Your homemade 
cheesecake is so rich, I feel it turning to pound cake with 
each bite.’” 

5) HeroRadio wrote: 

“A new teacher pointed at me in our class picture and said, 
‘Who’s that? She’s really pretty.’ I was like, ‘Hmm. Thanks, 
I guess.’ 

“I’m a dude and look nothing like a girl at all.” 

6) Throwaway564367 wrote, “If the world were a 
McDonald’s, you’d be McGorgeous.”29 

30) “What’s The Bravest Decision You’ve Seen Someone 
Make?” 

ksummerss wrote, “My roommate came out as bisexual to 
her family by bringing home a girlfriend.”30  

31. “What Is The Stupidest Thing You Saw Someone Do 
In High School?” 

1) SprayBacon wrote, “This may not have been the stupidest 
thing ever, but it sticks out in my mind. While watching a 

 
29 Source: f3jaideep, “What is the cheesiest compliment you ever got?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 12 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6xjk2xp>. 
30 Source: kylinki, “What’s the bravest decision you’ve seen someone 
make?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3da7ach>. 



 68 

documentary that was clearly showing a whale on screen, 
one girl pointed and shouted, ‘A SHARK!’ completely 
earnestly.” 

H0lyThr0wawayBatman commented, “My dad just loves to 
tell the story of the time we were at an aquarium when I was 
a toddler and I pointed at a large turtle and yelled, ‘Look! An 
eagle!’” 

2) wbdunham wrote, “One dude expressed the opinion that 
he thought all old people should be euthanized. He didn’t 
understand why we were all horrified, and said that we were 
being irrational. After about half an hour, it came out that he 
thought euthanasia was a process that returned an old person 
to youth.” 

3UserNamesAreWeird wrote, “A kid called for help from 
me and another child because she saw a bird walk. She 
wanted us to try and capture it because it needed medical 
help right away. Why, you may ask? Because this girl was 
completely convinced that birds could not walk and could 
only move through flying.” 

4) tealambert wrote, “A kid on the soccer team thought it 
would be funny to drink an entire bottle of ranch before 
practice. Obviously, this didn’t end well for him or the 
turf.”31 

32) “What Was Your Most Memorable (Good/Bad) 
Birthday Experience?” 

1) worldinjune wrote: 

 
31 Source: porshe570, “What is the stupidest thing you saw someone do 
in high school?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyh7s3b5>. 
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“Not a birthday of mine, but when I was probably six, I went 
to my cousin’s birthday party at a now-closed place called 
Caesarland — which was a kid’s indoor play place made by 
Little Caesars. Well, I was playing in the play place and I 
distinctly remember using a roller slide (a slide made of soft 
plastic cylinders that roll you down) the most. I kept using it 
and using it, and like a kid, ignoring the fact that I had to pee. 
So, I ended up peeing all down the roller slide, and when I 
jumped out, a bunch of kids followed me and got covered in 
my pee and were complaining to their parents and stuff. I 
went to my mom, who had to tell my aunt I needed a change 
of clothes and then my cousins found out and teased me 
forever for peeing on the roller slide. 

“Ten years later, I became friends with a girl who one day, 
unprompted, shared a story that she had been peed on, on the 
roller slide once. I told her it was probably me, and we 
laughed and stayed really good friends!” 

2) MasteringTheFlames wrote: 

“In August of last year [2019], I loaded a bunch of camping 
gear onto my bicycle and left my home in Wisconsin with 
the goal of riding to Seattle and down the Pacific coast. I was 
20 years old when I started this trip, still living with my mom 
and older brother. On day 20, it became the longest I’d ever 
been away from home on my own. 

“Around day 90 or so, I was still going strong. It was now 
early November, and I was in Portland, Oregon. With 
Thanksgiving quickly approaching, I was starting to get a bit 
homesick. My birthday was less than two weeks after 
Thanksgiving, and then my mom’s birthday was six days 
after mine, followed of course by Christmas and New 
Year’s. So on top of the usual festivities, the holiday season 
is a cause for even more celebration in my family. 
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“So I came up with a plan. I bought a plane ticket back home 
from Eugene, Oregon. I wasn’t sure I would be able to make 
it to Eugene before Thanksgiving, so I bought the ticket for 
the Monday after, less than a week before my birthday. I 
reserved a rental storage unit in Eugene where I would leave 
the bike until my return flight shortly after New Year’s. And 
then I began scheming with my brother. He was going to 
pick me up from the airport when I got back, with the hope 
of keeping it a secret from Mom. When we talked on the 
phone, she would sometimes ask if I was planning to come 
home for the holidays. I would tell her I was looking into it. 
That I might not be able to make it happen for my birthday, 
but definitely before Christmas. We talked on Thanksgiving. 
I already had my ticket home for the following Monday, but 
she had absolutely no idea. 

“My brother picked me up at the airport in the mid-
afternoon, while Mom was still at work. I’ll never forget her 
reaction when she got home. I was worried that she might 
have suspected something was up, based on our recent phone 
calls, but once she saw me there, I could tell she had 
absolutely no idea we were planning this. My birthday itself 
wasn’t anything super special. It was a pretty typical, quiet 
Sunday around our house, but that evening we joined my 
mom’s boyfriend and his two kids for dinner, which was 
really nice. But I was fine with not having any big 
celebration. I was with my family again, and that’s all that 
really mattered to me.” 

3) Luzzianne_man wrote: 

“It was my 21st birthday. I was in the Marine Corps, 
stationed at Marine Barracks Washington, Washington DC. 
I planned on going to the MGM in National Harbor and 
asked some of my friends to come along. Needless to say, 
they didn’t/couldn’t come. One hit a bear while driving, was 
all kinds of jacked up from it, one was having testicular pain, 
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one had surgery, and the rest had worked an event earlier that 
day so they we’re all exhausted. 

“Anyways, I still went. I always wanted to try blackjack, so 
I sat down, plopped my meager 200 bucks on the table, and 
lost my ass immediately. Almost got my ass beat by an 
Armenian and a Korean. 

“Later that night, I’ve been drinking a while, losing my ass 
at slots, I could’t even think straight, I was so drunk. So I 
called an Uber to take me back; they couldn’t find me for 
about 30 minutes because I ended up on a side road and had 
no recollection of how I got there. 

“Anyway, I get home, rack out and wake up with the 
absolute worst hangover. 

“9/10 would do again.” 

4) drDjausdr wrote, “Got woken up by some paramedics on 
the sidewalk, dead drunk from the night before. Spent most 
of the day at the hospital. The good thing is I won’t forget 
which day I stopped drinking.” 

5) _I_am_a_banana wrote: 

“At my fifth birthday party, I lost the egg and spoon race. I 
still remember being devastated by the injustice of it all — I 
ran crying to my room and hid under my bed. Dad came to 
check on me and I said how unfair it was, I was supposed to 
win as it was MY birthday after all! I still remember Dad 
patiently and kindly telling me that sometimes life isn’t fair 
and we don’t always get the outcome that we want, but what 
is important is how we choose to act with the cards we are 
dealt. I calmed down and finally went back out to the party 
but that advice has always stuck with me, even if I didn’t 
fully appreciate what he was saying when I was a five-year-
old. 
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“Also, I then won pass the parcel, so woohoo! Take that, 
Erin, you fast-running egg-balancer.” 

6) LookAcrossTheWater wrote, “My fifth birthday at Chuck 
E Cheese. All I can remember is the sheer chaos. One kid 
throwing up her pizza, another ripping off Chuck’s tail, 
another shitting in the ball pit, fights with other kids over 
game tickets, someone getting friction burn on the slide. It 
felt like the whole time I was chasing after the other kids at 
my party and trying to keep them in line. I know there’s a 
picture somewhere of me with Chuck and the look on my 
face is just utter exasperation and exhaustion with my friend 
who ripped off Chuck’s tail standing next to me taunting the 
camera man and the other friend who barfed still looking 
green in the gills.”32 

33. “Teachers Who Cried Due To A Student’s Or 
Students’ Actions, What Happened?” 

1) ObiWanBaloney wrote, “I made my kindergarten teacher 
cry when we were supposed to draw a picture of our moms 
for Mother’s Day cards, but my mom’s not alive so I drew 
the teacher because I had to draw something.” 

Diemor commented, “The whole class sang to me ‘Let It Go’ 
from Frozen around Valentine’s Day. I was in the middle of 
a bad relationship / breakup, and I was hurting like hell from 
morning to night. They didn’t knew my situation, but I just 
felt supported.” 

TrueRusher commented: 

 
32 Source: melodicprompt, “What was your most memorable 
(good/bad) birthday experience?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 Oct 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yys32jzy>. 
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“We sang to our chorus teacher in a gas station one time and 
she started crying. 

“She had recently told us that she was leaving to go teach 
music to elementary schoolers because as much as she loved 
us, she was just too tired to keep doing high school chorus. 

“We called her Momma ‘Mullens’ (fake name, but her last 
name started with an M) because we loved her a lot. We were 
on a chorus trip — one of those where you go sing in a front 
of judges and they grade you but you don’t compete against 
other schools. The gas station was our last stop on the way 
home, and we all decided that when Momma Mullens came 
out of the bathroom, we were gonna all start singing our best 
song (there was ~30 of us I think). 

“It was really something. We warned the employees 
beforehand, and they loved the performance. One even 
teared up when she saw Mullens crying. Then we all went 
into this big group hug and cried together. 

“It’s one of my favorite memories of high school. That 
teacher changed my high-school life and gave me the 
confidence to overcome stage-fright. She really loved all of 
us and you could tell. Most of my happy high-school 
memories come from chorus.” 

2) EyDogEy wrote, “I teach Physical Education to mostly 
9th graders (14- to 15-year-olds). In my class I had a kid who 
we will call Marvin who had been home schooled up until 
now. He is very socially awkward, uncoordinated, and I 
suspect somewhere on the spectrum. Despite all of this, 
Marvin is outgoing and tried his hardest at absolutely 
everything we did even though he looked like a newborn 
giraffe with skates on. The kids in my class were so awesome 
with him and always encouraging. One particular day I had 
another class of mostly juniors and seniors with my class and 
they were all playing basketball together. At one point a 
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couple of the older kids who were known for being turds 
started picking on Marvin. Before I could say anything one 
of the big football players (starting defensive tackle) runs up 
to the older kids and in a very strong southern drawl says to 
them, ‘Listen here, y’all gon’ knock it off right now or 
I’mma start busting some ass.’ Let me tell you that was the 
last word any of the turds said to Marvin for the rest of the 
year. It was an awesome moment, and I am not ashamed to 
admit that I got choked up when I saw it. Right after class I 
went to the head football coach and got choked up again 
telling him about it and how proud I was for him doing it. 
Our athletic department periodically recognizes a student 
and gives out an award for various things like community 
service, athletic achievements, academics, etc. The very next 
award went to that kid who stuck up for Marvin. I was 
beaming with pride and have been his biggest fan ever 
since.” 

3) MonteCelery wrote: 

“I work with preschoolers. I had a little girl who had been in 
foster care, pulled from her home at a year old, because her 
parents were addicted to meth, and really, really fucked up 
caring for her. She had really big trust issues. Her foster 
family were amazing folks, but she’d known them only a few 
months when she started in my class. It took months for her 
to get used to coming to school. 

“Every time she’d have a visit with her mom (absolutely 
supervised, etc.), she be a hot disaster afterwards, pushing 
all our buttons and just being the biggest challenge a two-
year-old can be. One day I was having a really hard time at 
home, and when she started that, I lost my cool, and while I 
didn’t yell or anything, I was clearly very angry. She got this 
look on her face, like now the world made sense, and my 
heart broke. 
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“I immediately apologized to her. I told her I was sorry, and 
that I would like to start over, and asked if we could maybe 
sing a song together. She came over, hugged me, and told 
me, “Is okay. Mistake.’ And that’s when I lost it. 

“I was so proud of her for her empathy, and so amazed that 
with all her background she could forgive me. 

“She’s in kindergarten now, and her foster family adopted 
her. She’s still a little messed up in the head, but getting her 
stuff together bit by bit.” 

4) SweetPrism wrote, “I had an autistic student no one, I 
mean, NO ONE, liked. At the end of the school year, a 
student invited him to her birthday party. His joy and elation 
at having received his FIRST invitation (fifth grade) had my 
fat face sniveling like a little bitch for days. Edit: One person 
liked him. It was me. I loved that kid with my all.” 

5) KPerks72 wrote, “Just two days ago I had a 12th-grade 
student write me a note and tell me she appreciated my 
concern for her. I told her the next day how special she made 
me feel and I cried in front of her. I have the best job in the 
world.”33 

34. “What Is Something Wholesome That Your Friends 
Did For You, Which Left You Speechless?” 

1) Sobadwithusernames wrote, “I moved away from my 
closest friend circle four months before my birthday. They 
all (eight people) flew up to my new city together and rented 
an AirBnB for the weekend so that we could celebrate a 
milestone birthday.” 

 
33 Source: seesnawsnappy, “Teachers who cried due to a student(s) 
actions, what happened?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4u2ag82>. 
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2) MMXXfan wrote: 

“So, we’re a bunch of very tight knit online friends. We meet 
rarely, and only one-on-one, because we live so far away. 

“One of us, who’s the reason we’ve all met online, she’s a 
crazily awkward, shy, introvert genius; only one of us had 
ever met her in real life and we were probably not gonna 
meet in real life for another five years at least, because social 
interactions are just that hard for her. 

“At the time of this story, my life became hell. They knew 
what happened, but I was playing it cool like, ‘Yeah, I’m 
gonna be fine,’ and blah blah blah. They obviously saw 
through it and while she spent every evening talking to me 
about anything that could distract me from pain, the others, 
despite their super busy complicated lives, decided we were 
all gonna meet together for a weekend and Don’t You Dare 
Say No. 

“That, in itself, already made me cry. I was so excited. 

“But when I came there, they actually surprised me with Her 
having come, too, and I just couldn’t believe she had decided 
to face the stress of meeting all of us in one go. I remained 
utterly speechless, looking at her like she was a Saint, 
looking at them like they were angels, for about 15 minutes, 
not daring to believe it was real, unable to say a proper word. 

“It must sound super cheesy and weird and all, but … it was 
easily the best weekend of my entire life, and it helped me 
tremendously when I needed it most. I’m tearing up 
whenever I think about it, so here goes.” 

3) Cheese_globe wrote, “My friend used to buy ice cream 
for himself, me, and another friend every day after school 



 77 

during the summer, since there was always an ice-cream van 
right outside the school.”34 

35. “What Is The Cutest Thing Your Pet Does?” 

1) adultlunchables wrote, “One of my cats, Marcia, runs 
from wherever she is in the house into my bed every night 
when I’m about to go to sleep. I don’t really even have to say 
it, but I like saying, ‘Marcia, bedtime,’ and she runs in like a 
dog hearing his name.” 

mizmoose commented: 

“My first cat did that. She was very old, but if I called, 
‘Bedtime,’ she’d zoom up to our room [on the third floor] 
and hop into bed. 

“She liked to sleep next to me with her head on my pillow 
and at least one paw touching me. One morning I woke up 
and I couldn’t breathe through my nose. I started to panic 
and opened my eyes to find her paw stuffed under my nose, 
blocking my nostrils.” 

devil_girl_from_mars wrote, “I do this! Both my cats will 
follow me, but my cat Billy will run ahead as I walk into the 
room and excitedly scurry under the bed (where he’s hidden 
behind the bed skirt). When I walk by the bed, or if I’m 
standing right next to it doing something, he lunges out from 
under it at me and will kind of smack my feet and quickly 
duck back under the bed, almost like he’s jumping out and 
going ‘BOO!’ then hiding again (he repeats this a few times). 
He has legitimately scared the shit out of me before, haha. 
Cute as HECK, though.” 

 
34 Source: radioactiveslime7, “What is something wholesome that your 
friends did for you which left you speechless?” Reddit.. AskReddit. 17 
October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3x9dtku>. 
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2) Astyyria wrote, “One of my cats, Sparrow, really likes 
kisses. He always comes up to me and sort of bows his head 
for you to give him a kiss. Once you give him a kiss on the 
head, he’ll bump his head against you and then settle into 
your arms and start purring. He always seems really happy 
when he gets kisses.” 

3) CactusTripper wrote, “She hangs upside down on the 
ceiling with massive unblinking eyes and a wide smile, in 
total darkness, watching me and waiting to come over and 
see me.” 

Note by David Bruce: CactusTripper’s pet is a gecko. 

F3st1v3 joked, “Same, except it’s my neighbor, and not my 
pet. (Please send help.)” 

christo334 joked, “Weird, my mother-in-law does the same.” 

4) turnipundecided wrote, “Whenever I’m crying or having 
a panic attack, my cat will come over and lie on my chest 
and just purr for a while. He hates cuddling so it’s kinda 
special. I would die for this cat.” 

5) the_rigged_rogue wrote, “We have a treat-dispensing 
cube for our dog and when it’s empty and she wants it filled, 
she’s learned that the best way to get us to fill it is to scratch 
at the metal floor vent because it makes a ton of noise and it 
saves her from barking. It makes us laugh until we realize 
she won’t stop. Cute? Yes. Smart? Definitely. Annoying? 
100%.” 

6) LovelyLittleJay wrote, “I have a pair of kittens who are 
brothers. They both constantly fight over sitting in my lap, 
but one of them is cunning about it. If his brother is already 
seated inside my lap, he will go tug on his brother’s ears to 
get him to scuffle. Once they’re both far enough away from 
me, he then scurries back to reclaim my lap for himself. He 
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then purrs extremely loudly as he basks in his own 
smugness.”35 

36. “What Is The Worst Thing You’ve Been Accused Of 
While Being Purely Innocent?” 

ScavBobRatPants wtote, “Probably drug dealing. My buddy 
and I were driving around playing Pokemon Go back when 
it was popular. Cops stopped us because we were parked at 
a fairly out of the way, shady spot around midnight. They 
thought it was hilarious when we were like, ‘No, sirs, we’re 
actually just playing Pokemon.’ The one cop actually 
downloaded the app right there after we showed him what it 
was. They wished us happy hunting and went on their way. 
Cool interaction, to be honest.”36 

37. “People Who Work In Customer Service, What’s The 
Biggest Lie You Had To Tell A Customer?” 

ghost-child wrote: 

“I worked at a pretzel place. There were so many fucking 
customers who would bitch and moan if their pretzels 
weren’t fresh out of the oven. (Asking for something fresh 
out of the oven when we have plenty of perfectly good 
products in the warmer puts a real strain on our workflow. I 
don’t think customers realize just how disruptive it can be on 
a busy day.) 

“Anyway, one day, a customer orders a cup of pretzel bites. 
These bites have been out of the oven for less than three 

 
35 Source: hippiekittychickie wrote, “What is the cutest thing your pet 
does?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4b3ftax>. 
36 Source: FurryPopcornPorn, “What is the worst thing you’ve been 
accused for while being purely innocent?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 
October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6oy68ah>. 
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minutes, but the moment she takes a bite she says that they’re 
not fresh and demands fresher ones. I really didn’t feel like 
making a whole new batch for this one annoying ass woman 
so I told her that we have a fresher batch on the counter 
directly behind me (not true). I take her pretzel bites, turn 
around, just stand there at the counter for a few seconds, turn 
back around, and hand her the exact same batch of pretzel 
bites, saying, ‘Here, try these. She tries one, beams, and says 
something to the effect of, ‘Oh, yeah, now these are fresh.’ 
She thanks me and walks off. 

“I continued to do this periodically from then on. Customers 
are dumb.”37 

38. “What’s The Best Insult You’ve Heard From A 
Child?” 

1) toadexplosion wrote, “I was admiring a classic car and 
pointed it out to my (probably 10-12 years old at the time) 
daughter who was completely unimpressed. I said, ‘You 
don’t appreciate anything classic or vintage.’ She said, ‘I like 
you.’” 

2) United_Emploer_2466 wrote: 

“I grew my hair and beard out during lockdown, and a 12-
year-old boy called me ‘discount Keanu.’ 

“Favorite insult I’ve ever had leveled at me.” 

Usurpular commented, “I’d be honored to be on the same 
playing field as Keanu.” 

 
37 Source: starcross2424, “People that work in customer service, what’s 
the biggest lie you had to tell a customer?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 
October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4s652sv>. 
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3) madgietoyousir wrote, “I asked my son to stop treating me 
like a climbing frame, and he told me I was ‘more like a 
bouncy castle.’” 

madgietoyousir added, “The thing is he didn’t even mean to 
be insulting. He just meant he was jumping on me rather than 
climbing.” 

4) blast201 wrote, “My son (six at the time) was at a 
hackerspace with me when he came across a man who had 
only one arm. The man being used to the questions of 
children went into his usual spiel about not having two arms. 
He said, ‘There are three ways that a person can end up with 
only one arm. Can you tell me why you think I have only 
one arm?’ My kid replied, ‘Your parents were related?’” 

5) rionnag_darach wrote: 

“Teacher here. Overheard this exchange between two lads. 

“Lad A and B had been arguing about something dumb I 
didn’t catch. 

“Lad A: ‘What do you know, ya virgin?!’ 

“Lad B looks him up and down, and then scornfully says, 
‘Pfft, sheep don’t count.’ 

6) MermaidRose310 wrote: 

“My dad teaches fifth grade. I went to visit his class for a 
day when I was in high school, and one of his students said 
to him, ‘Wow Mr. Lastname, your daughter is really pretty. 
She must get it from your wife.’ 

“Absolute savage.” 

7) 19chevelle66 wrote, “My friend’s five-year old got mad 
and called his dad a ‘mean penis.’” 

8) mercurygrandmarquis wrote: 
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“I was at a diner, and there was a conversation with the 
manager’s kid and our waitresses. 

“Waitress was sitting there looking miserable.  

“Manager’s kid: “Did your boyfriend break up with you 
because of your personality?’” 

9) billbapapa wrote: 

“I was slightly embarrassed but more than slightly proud. 
When my daughter was a bit younger, we were at the park 
and this woman was swearing up a storm at her kid and just 
berating him for something like not coming over 
immediately. 

“And my daughter went white and the woman looked over 
at her and actually said, ‘What?’ And I was about to say 
something to the woman. Like I was immediately angry. 

“But my daughter said, ‘Why are you so sad?’ 

“And I was like shiiiiit … 

“Then I grabbed my daughter and ran for my car.” 

rkeln commented, “My son did something similar. He was 
only two: ‘Do you have a lot of crinkles in your heart?’” 

10) SkyTalonstar wrote, “When I was in primary school, I 
remember a classmate asking the teacher if she ever got to 
meet Queen Victoria.” 

Boople-noodle453 commented, “I remember asking my 
mam what it was like in the Tudor times. We had just learnt 
about Henry VIII.” 

11) squirrel-rebellion wrote: 

“A little girl looked me up and down and said, ‘Your belly 
goes up to your neck.’ 
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“She wasn’t wrong — I was nine months pregnant!”38 

39. “Redditors, What Was Your Favorite Moment When 
Someone Tried To Argue With You On A Topic You’re 
An Expert On?” 

dedoodle wrote, “I had a job interview where the person told 
me I had answered the question wrong. I disagreed so they 
brought up an article from Stack Exchange that proved I was 
right, and that I had written it. They just mumbled something 
and changed the subject.” 

Asked if he or she got the job, dedoodle answered, “HELL, 
NO! I realised there was no chance, so when they asked if I 
had any questions I said no, stood up, thanked them for their 
time, and left. Life is too short to work for idiots.”39 

40. “What Is The Most Wholesome Thing A Little Kid 
Has Said To You?” 

1) Back2Bach wrote: 

“A young girl in my Youth Choir was delighted because 
she’d been chosen to place the crown on the Virgin Mary’s 
head for the annual ‘May Crowning’ ceremony. 

“She said: ‘My Grandma is dead. But I have a picture at 
home of her doing the same thing when she was a little girl, 
and I wanna be just like her!’” 

 
38 Source: Lunaahwastaken, “What’s the best insult you’ve heard from 
a child?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y52bxlej>. 
39 Source: Priyansh1310, “Redditors what was your favorite moment 
when someone tried to argue with you on a topic you’re an expert on?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxg865od>. 
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2) Q8Barry11 wrote, “My three-year-old daughter said, 
“Bye, everyone! I want to go play with my dad now.” 

3) Scarrazaar wrote, “A kid asked me, ‘What do you want to 
be when you grow up?’ I’m 36.” 

4) questionable_post wrote, “My (now ex) husband had a 
young son when we met. About 1.5 years into the 
relationship (son was about six), I was watching him one day 
while his dad was at work. He was outside building a 
snowman and I brought out a plate of cookies I’d just made 
and two mugs of hot chocolate. We sat in the snow and 
snacked on the cookies for a bit, and after about a minute-
long lull in the conversation, he suddenly snuggled up to me 
and said, ‘Thanks for being such a good mom to me.’” 

5) TXJessi wrote, “My seven-year-old niece was on vacation 
with her family and made her dad text me a photo of her 
holding up these socks that said ‘Girl Fucking Power’ 
because they made her think of me.” 

6) Crunchymemes_v1 wrote, “My little cousin called me a 
nerd, and then said ‘It’s not a bad thing because nerds are 
smart, right?’ Now I forever acknowledge being a nerd.” 

7) HotDogWater1221 wrote, “My girlfriend’s five-year-old 
niece called me on Labor Day while I was working to tell me 
I can still visit since she missed me and ‘It’s against the law 
to work on Labor Day.’” 

HotDogWater1221 added, “To clarify: She made my 
girlfriend call me and give her the phone. Her parents didn’t 
give a five-year-old a phone.” 

8) otterpaws27 wrote, “I work at a Target Cafe, so basically 
it’s a really tiny version of a Pizza Hut with some added 
foods like slushies, movie theater popcorn, Nate’s all-beef 
hot dogs, and some others. A woman came up to buy a 
couple of Slushies for her two daughters, who looked like 



 85 

they may have been seven years old. They both came right 
up to the counter, looked up at me, and said, ‘You look like 
a very nice man!’ Honestly, made me chuckle. I rarely get 
anything that clearly resembles a wholesome event, so that 
was a very welcoming moment.” 

9) reyzner wrote: 

“Set the scene: 

“Aw edding in the days of COVID in the backyard of the 
bride’s childhood home. Twenty-six people total. All 
wearing masks. Bride and groom are listening to the 
celebrant say his words when a child rode his bike behind 
the yard (there’s a bike path) and says, ‘WHAT THE 
FUUUUU ooooohhhh ….’ Wedding goes on without a hitch. 
We totally expected things like that to happen. After the 
wedding, a child approaches myself (the groom) and the 
bride with his shirt covering his face as a makeshift mask. 

“‘I’d like to speak with the bride and groom, please. I’d like 
to apologize for my actions before. I was loud and that was 
unacceptable.’ 

“He was approximately 10. 

“It was so cute that we sent him away with some gift packs 
we had made for guests and some custom wedding koozies.” 

Note by David Bruce: A koozie is an insulating sleeve; it 
helps keeps cold drinks such as cans of soft drinks cold. 

10) SkyBerry924 wrote, “I was working at Disney World 
and I always wore my hair in pigtail braids because it’s hot 
and I had long hair. A little boy tugged on my shorts and I 
knelt down to talk to him. He said, ‘I know who you are,’ 
and I was like Oh, does he want to show off that he can read 
my name tag? So I asked, ‘Who am I?’ And he answered, 
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‘You’re Princess Anna.’ And I just melted because she’s my 
favorite princess.” 

11) Hysterymystery wrote: 

“My son had a friend over a few years ago who had only ever 
had dogs. We had just gotten two very cuddly kittens and he 
picked one purring kitten up and said, ‘Why is this cat 
vibrating?’ 

“To this day we randomly ask each other, ‘Why is this cat 
vibrating?’” 

12) Lethal_bizzle94 wrote, “On the morning of my wedding, 
I was walking through my hotel to get to the cars out front 
and a little girl came running up to me (with a very 
embarrassed parent running behind!) and asked me if I was 
a princess.” 

13) OzellaAbdalla wrote: 

“My daughter wakes me up in the middle of the night purely 
to ask me, ‘I miss you — can I hug you?’ in the sweetest, 
smallest, most adorable voice I can ever imagine. 

“Her twin brother? Dives head first and lands where he 
lands.” 

14) Cooldart61 wrote: 

“At a pet store a little girl asked: ‘May I please pet your 
puppy?’ 

She stood like three feet away with her hands folded. So 
polite and a good show of parenting the right way with 
children.” 

15) Tjco wrote: 

“It’s nothing out of the ordinary, really, but my five-year-old 
niece and I have been best friends since she was about a year 
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old and every time I see her and I have to leave we fight 
about who loves who more.  

“‘Hey, Ava, give me a hug.” Hug “I love you!”  

“‘No, I love you!”  

“‘Well, I love you MORE!”  

“‘No, you can’t love me more because I love you MOST!”  

“It’s just the most heartwarming thing because kids are 
ruthless little bastards, y’know. Tthey’re just the most 
straight-up honest people. Like if a kid tells you you’re ugly, 
you know damn well you’re ugly because why would they 
make that up, but nah, this one is INSISTENT that there’s 
no possible way I could love her more than she loves me. 

16) OngarSolweld wrote, “It was winter and I just got on a 
bus, my face was sore from the cold snap that crept in during 
the day, and I had a bag of groceries and had my hood on. I 
guess my face became super red from the temperature 
change, I reached into my groceries and pulled out some 
bananas, and this little girl looked amazed, and her jaw had 
dropped wide open, and then she says to her mom, ‘Mommy, 
look, look, it’s a real monkey’. Her mom was like ‘ Shush, 
that’s a man’ and so I peeled a banana and played up the role 
of monkey man. I had short-cropped hair and some pretty 
rad sideburns, I can tell you I wasn’t offended because the 
kid honestly thought I was a monkey, so I probably made a 
positive impression on her imagination, and that’s what 
being a kid should be about, using your imagination.” 

17) aboydmedia wrote: 

“My three-year old-daughter said, ‘You’re my life.’ 

“Also, I had the son of a friend of mine over doing some yard 
work who was 12 a month back or so and he asks, ‘You’re 
the one in a band, right? My dad showed me your music and 
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videos and stuff.’ I replied with a yes and we chatted about 
the band and stuff we did and what not. We were fairly 
popular regionally, got to open for a bunch of cool bands and 
won some cool contests … but by no means were we 
anything to talk about. 

“Later on when he was leaving, he thanked me and said, ‘I 
can’t believe I got to hang out with a real rock star! None of 
my friends are going to believe me!’ 

“I thought it was pretty wholesome.” 

18) LovesMeSomeRedhead wrote: 

“The youngest kid of a girl I was dating asked me, ‘Are you 
going to marry my mom?’ He was very serious. 

“I explained how we were dating each other to see how much 
we had in common and if our families might like each other. 
He was cool with that. He’s my step-son now.”40 

  

 
40 Source: RecordEnviroonmental4, “what is the most wholesome thing 
a little kid has said to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2uwhuh8>. 
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Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “What Is Your Stupid Childhood Story?” 

1) theWildBore wrote, “Not my story, but I was told this 
recently from a girl I work with named Chau (pronounced 
‘Chow’). She told me when she was a little girl, her family 
went on vacation to Italy. She said the entire trip she was 
very uncomfortable because everyone knew her name. 
People on the streets, strangers in stories — everyone. They 
were saying Ciao [Hello]!” 

2) Diskoom wrote, “I lived in the country my whole life so I 
didn’t understand pissing outside was bad, visited a relative 
in the city one time and just let loose in the driveway by the 
street. Needless to say I learned.” 

txoutlaw89 commented, “I feel you on this one. I was raised 
in the country my entire life also, and now live in the city. I 
still piss outside because it’s my back yard and I’ll do with 
it what I damn well please … my wife, however, was not 
raised in the country, and this drives her absolutely 
bananas.” 

3) peltsucker wrote, “My parents were giving me a bath; they 
both left the room for a reason for only a minute and 
apparently I heard the ice-cream truck and ran down the 
street after it butt naked with a trail of bubbles.” 

4) stockpile548 wrote, “I started a flower-selling business. I 
would go into someone’s yard and pick every flower. I 
would then ring their doorbell and ask them if they wanted 
to buy any of their flowers that I picked. That business was 
shut down pretty quick.” 

5) bluegrassmommy wrote: 

“I have a one-syllable nickname that my family called me 
growing up. I was outside playing one day and heard 
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someone call me by the nickname. I yelled out, ‘What?’ No 
answer. 

“I heard it again. I again yelled ‘What?’ No answer. 

“I ignored them and thought if it was that important, they’d 
come get me. After three or four more times of someone 
hollering my nickname, I yelled out, ‘WHAT?’ 

“Then the realization hit me. It was the goats in the field over 
from ours. 

“I’d spent like 10 minutes of my life yelling at a goat.” 

6) BasketeerOverHere wrote, “My brother and I tried to 
make butter beer since we watched Harry Potter. We didn’t 
have a recipe, though, so we just put a whole stick of butter 
each in a mug of root beer.” 

7) openletter8 wrote: 

“I was riding in my Grandpa’s van when I was about seven 
or so. I asked him what the numbers on the gearshift meant. 
He told me that is how he tells the engine how many wheels 
to turn. The higher the number, the faster the van goes. 

“‘Oh, yeah! Neat! What about the 1 and 3? Doesn’t that 
make the car turn?’ 

“‘No, another wheel lowers down from the engine, and pulls 
the car along.’ 

“‘Wow! Can I see it?’ 

“‘Sorry, buddy. It pulls up into the engine when I turn the 
car off. Only mechanics can see it.’ 

“‘Aww ….’ 

“I believed him for a few months, until I decided to tell my 
mom about this cool fact I knew about engines. That’s when 
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my mom told me how her father loves to tell tall tales to mess 
with children, and that he did that to her and her sisters their 
entire childhood. 

“I laughed about it pretty hard, once I found that out; 
however, it made me a skeptic from an early age.” 

8) NeedsMoreTuba wrote: 

“In fifth grade, my best friend and I went through a ‘ghost’ 
phase. Basically, all we did was read Goosebumps books and 
make up ghost stories to try to scare each other. 

“She told me that there was a little field road near her house 
called the Lazy W Farm. At the end of the road was an 
abandoned house, little more than a shack at this point. My 
friend told me that the farmer had murdered his family, and 
their ghosts would come out at night and drip blood 
everywhere. Always a skeptic, I convinced her to have a 
sleepover so I could see this blood dripping from the sky. I 
did not expect her to be telling the truth. 

“We tried to be brave on the walk, and we were, but I think 
we were both secretly terrified that we were about to get 
ghost-murdered. We even brought her younger sister along 
because there’s strength in numbers. 

“Sure enough, the closer we got to the Lazy W, the more 
‘bloodstains’ we began seeing on the pavement. ‘See?’ my 
friend said, pointing at the ground, ‘I TOLD YOU it was 
real!’ 

“We began our investigation, looking closely at the stains 
and keeping an eye out for murder-ghosts. Not long after the 
stains began to appear in the road, I noticed a fresh drop of 
‘blood’ splatter nearby. ‘WHOA!’ I exclaimed, and my 
friend’s little sister BOLTED back in the direction of their 
house. Instead of running with her, I looked up at the sky, 
expecting to see a disembodied farmer ghost with a bloodied 
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murder weapon. But (and I’m sorry that I couldn’t resist) I 
discovered another murder instead. A flock of crows was 
perched on the power lines. 

“It wasn’t blood falling from the sky. It was bird poop. The 
crows were eating pokeberries, which create a dark reddish-
purple dye. When you mix it with white bird poop, you get 
something that looks a whole lot like blood. Mystery solved, 
and I still think it’s funny. 

“TLDR; My best friend and I discovered a ‘bloody’ murder. 
(Yes, it is a stupid story.)” 

Note by David Bruce: A flock of crows is known as a murder 
of crows. 

9) thecreepyauthor wrote: 

“One day, as a pretty smart seventh grader, I lamented about 
South Africa to my friend. I was convinced that it had 
countries inside it, like South America does, and us 
Americans refer to it as ‘South Africa’ because we’re okay 
with generalizing African countries. 

“I kept googling ‘South Africa’ to give the countries some 
cred. When I find MORE news from ‘South Africa’ and not 
individual countries, I was scandalized. Um, how is it okay 
to ignore African nations? 

“My friend was hysterically laughing at me. She kept trying 
to break the news to me, but couldn’t fathom exactly how 
stupid I was. The horrible realization still keeps me up at 
night.”41 

 
41 Source: RylieSmash516, “What is your stupid childhood story?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y66g478p>. 
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42. “What Was The Longest Five Minutes Of Your 
Life?” 

MiggyTriplecrown wrote: 

“My freshman year of college. I took an introductory social 
psych course. (The reason I included the course is to give 
you a scale — it was a large class with about 200 students.) 
We were put in groups and had to deliver short presentations 
on papers, about five minutes in length. 

“I got lucky — or thought I did — when my group assigned 
parts. I was given the introduction, so my slides were 
comprised of the names of our group members, the title of 
the paper, and a short summary of the abstract (which is 
already a summary of the paper). 

“My other group members filled out the method, experiment 
and discussion sections, and we came to an agreement that 
we would each present the slides we wrote, and answer any 
questions the professor asked only for our sections. 

“So, naturally, as a college freshman, I didn’t read the other 
slides. And I definitely didn’t read the whole paper (after all, 
I read the abstract!). 

“As I’m sitting in class the day of our presentation, I notice 
I can’t really see my group members. Meanwhile, I dragged 
myself to class while feeling pretty sick, so I ignore this 
thought while digging for tissues. After a few minutes, I hear 
my professor repeating, ‘If someone from Group 5 can’t 
come up and present, you’ll all get a zero.’ I leap up, my 
laptop in one hand and a collection of tissues in the other, 
and get to the front of the massive lecture hall. 

“And that’s when I realize I’m alone. My group didn’t show. 
I told the professor, and she says that I’ll just have to present. 
Let me tell you — I absolutely killed my slides. I read the 
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title of the paper like a pro. Then came the most excruciating 
and longest five minutes of my life. 

“I read off the slides, for every slide, occasionally 
misreading and having to go back. I stumbled. I tried to make 
it less obvious by expanding on points, but each time I just 
restated them using different words. The longer it went, the 
worse it got. And my nose got runnier and runnier, until I 
was forced to blow my nose in front of 200 classmates — 
except my tissues were missing, and so I simply sneezed snot 
onto my computer, said, ‘Oh, gross,’ and moved on. 
Towards the end, I felt like I had been up there for an hour. 
So instead of including the last few slides (arguably the most 
important ones) I said, ‘Well, you get the gist of it,’ and 
skipped to the end. The professor asked only one question: 
‘Did you even try to do the assignment?’ 

“When our group got our grade back we got a C (generous, 
but an easy A class). The professor’s comment read, ‘In 
future courses you will be expected to read the slides to 
yourself before reading them to the class. Presenter was not 
prepared.’ 

“Those five minutes still haunt me, but for what it’s worth, 
in the years since I have always made sure I understood the 
entire presentation.” 

gozba commented, “A good lesson. Occasionally in my job, 
I have to present other people’s material unexpectedly. I 
make sure I have at least read it.”42 

 
42 Source: One-Yogurtcloset, “What was the longest 5 minutes of your 
life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2b3b5qe>. 
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43. “What Was Your Most Embarrassing ‘I Should Not 
Have Said That’ Moment?” 

1) DylonNotNylon wrote: 

“Not mine but my best friend / roommate / heterosexual life 
partner. 

“We have an inside joke where whenever someone says they 
don’t feel good — no matter what their symptom — we’ll 
say, ‘Sounds like you’ve got AIDs.’ So at his work his boss 
came in to their office and said that he needed to leave work 
early because his daughter was sick at school and, out of 
habit, my roomie blurts, ‘Sounds like your daughter has 
AIDs,’ to which his boss said, ‘My daughter is eight.’” 

2) jakethedug wrote, “My boyfriend whom I live with 
always says ‘dunzo’ instead of ‘done’ become of Tom from 
Parks and Recreation. One time when I was working as a 
barista, my boss was helping me through a big rush and I 
handed him an empty whip cream canister and said without 
even thinking, ‘This is dunzo,’ and he goes, ‘What did you 
just say?’ I told him it was my boyfriend’s fault. My 
boyfriend thought it was the funniest thing when I told him.” 

3) Imagination_Certain wrote: 

“We were all drinking at the beach with my friends and 
trying to be as low key as possible about drinking since it’s 
against the law. 

“A cop on patrol strolled over and asked what we were 
doing. Everyone said enjoying the weather and drinking 
some pop. We were in the clear until one of the cops said 
directly to me, ‘Are you drinking alcohol?’ 

“I replied, ‘No, sir. I’m the Designated Driver today.” 

Imagination_Certain added, “We had to toss out our alcohol 
but didn’t have to leave.” 
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4) 03throwaway03 wrote: 

“I’ve got two: 

1) “I had turned 18 recently and for some reason my 
girlfriend at the time (a pretty thin girl) was convinced I was 
going to go to a strip club. (One of my friends had jokingly 
made some comment about now being old enough to go. I 
had no intention of it, though.) 

“Anyway we are arguing about this non-existent outing and 
she is getting more and more upset. Inwardly, I’m kind of 
laughing because this isn’t my behavior at all. 

“Anyway she finally blurts out, ‘I’m sure you want to go! 
You just want to see those bimbos for their big breasts!’ 

“In my infinite wisdom, I blurted out. "Not at all! I love your 
little baby breasts!’ 

“Yeah, I got slapped.” 

2) “Coworker, fairly skinny, was wearing a loose-flowing 
shirt. She stormed into my office, a bit flustered. I asked 
what was wrong. 

“‘Can you believe it!’ she said, gesturing down at her shirt. 
‘Carol asked me if I was pregnant! Just because of this shirt!’ 

“I looked at her for a second and said, ‘You don’t look 
THAT pregnant.’ 

“Cue look of death. I go into recovery mode. 

“‘I mean, if you were pregnant, you would look good 
pregnant.’ 

“Her eyes narrow. 

“‘I mean. You have the body for it. Good hips and all.’ 
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At this point I hear my coworker from outside: ‘Just stop 
talking before I have to get a mop to clean up the blood.’” 

5) RandoBoomer wrote: 

“I was in my 20’s and had just started dating my girlfriend. 
It was a Friday night, and we were going to just hang out at 
my place. 

“Then I got a (pre-cell) call from a buddy saying a few 
friends were getting together at his place. I said it sounded 
like fun, but no thanks, I had plans. 

“My girlfriend overheard my end and said, ‘It’s OK, you can 
go if you want to go have fun with your friends.’ 

“To which I hastily interrupted, "No, no, I don’t want to go 
have fun. I want to be with you.’ 

“My buddy on the phone busts out laughing, followed by, 
‘Smooooooooooth!’ 

“My girlfriend also started laughing. 

“Twenty-plus years of marriage later, and STILL, any time 
I turn down an invitation because I have plans with my wife, 
she’ll add (smiling), ‘I don’t want to have fun, honey. I want 
to be with you.’” 

6) Loco-ToolTips wrote: 

“A friend told me about the time that she and another friend 
was late to a wedding. 

“And when they finally arrived to the church. The doors 
opens and the priest comes out, plus some more people. They 
didn’t know that many of the people planning to attend the 
wedding, so no worries. 

“They start to make the rounds, shaking hands and saying 
congratulations. 



 98 

“Then a casket was carried out. They did NOT notice how 
almost everybody but them was in black. 

“It was the wrong church.” 

7) Guns_57 wrote, “A blind man asked me if I could help 
him put his coat on. I asked him if it was the blue one. He 
looked at me as if to say, ‘How the fuck would I know?’” 

8) bugswrittencheap wrote: 

“I was in line at the Home Depot return desk. Dude from 
plumbing comes up to get returns and he’s struggling to get 
a bunch of 12-foot long PVC pipes on to the cart so he can 
take them back. I offer to help, he declines, I do it anyway. 

“After we get things loaded on, he says thanks and starts to 
walk away. I say, ‘No problem, I could see you really needed 
a hand.’ 

“As he’s walking away, I realize his left hand had been 
amputated.” 

bugswrittencheap added this story: 

“I was six and in Sunday School doing some stupid craft 
project that involved coloring a beaver. The Sunday School 
teacher had brought in some glue and yarn as well. So, I 
turned the girl next to me and asked her if she was going to 
have hair on her beaver. 

“She told the teacher and then we got some bizarre five-
minute talk on not using bad words. But I had no idea what 
was going on. 

“A few years later, though, I realized. Big oof.” 

9) Dicska wrote, “I was working at the till and a customer 
was about to enter their PIN after ordering ~14 items. While 
he was doing it, I realized that one of the items was entered 
wrong. I let him know and he removed the card right after 
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pressing submit. The transaction luckily failed, so I could 
correct my mistake. I said, ‘Thank you for pulling it out in 
time.’” 

10) oliverisverycool wrote, “I was asking a girl whether she 
would go out with me on the internet, and during the ensuing 
conversation (during which period it was 50/50 whether she 
said yes) she used a possessive apostrophe incorrectly, and 
being the idiot that I am, I pointed out her grammatical error. 
Yeah, turns out girls don’t like being corrected on their 
punctuation.” 

11) hymie0 wrote: 

“I was about a month into my new job circa 1997. The 
woman in charge of purchasing complained that her pager 
was broken, and I was sent to investigate. 

“It took me 15 minutes to find the problem. It worked fine in 
the default ‘sound’ mode and in ‘silent’ mode. But in 
‘vibrate’ mode, it wouldn’t vibrate. It was essentially a 
second ‘silent’ mode. 

“So what I said was, ‘Your pager works fine, but your 
vibrator is broken.’” 

12) justmoon79 wrote: 

“I am not known for the appropriate and responsible use of 
a filter between brain and mouth. For the most part it’s 
always light-hearted and just trying to get a laugh. 
Sometimes it’s misplaced, misunderstood, or just plain 
stupid. In this case it was all three. 

“This was roughly 20 years ago, and I still want to bash my 
head through the wall when I think of it. I had some friends 
over to my house for a party. It started out as three or four 
people and just evolved into an all-nighter as more and more 
people showed up and invited others. 
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“Every time someone showed up, whoever brought them 
would find me and introduce the new person. I was blasted 
and didn’t care, and honestly was a little tired of meeting 
strangers. So like the 30th person who came up to me was a 
friend of a friend who I kind of knew, and she had invited 
her sister, who is standing in front of me. 

“I stood up (bad tequila drunk)and  look at her for a second, 
close my eyes, press my hands together in front of my face, 
kind of in a prayer-hands position, slowly rotate them 
towards my chin as I’m inhaling deeply, as if I have just 
stumbled upon some great meaning, open my eyes abruptly 
and say, ‘You’re menstruating, aren’t you?’ 

“Now, I did this, in my mind, as like a ridiculous joke. I think 
I was just kind of joking about the absurdity of having to be 
introduced to the throngs of strangers who were now 
demolishing my property. I don’t know. Tequila is a hell of 
a drug. 

“Anyway, she goes inside and I don’t see her again, or if I 
did, I don’t remember. 

“Like YEARS later, I’m at my friend’s house who was there 
that night. We are getting ready to go to that girl’s sister’s 
wedding. I had been hired to play music at the ceremony. My 
friend reminds me of my comment. I say, ‘Oh, yeah. I forgot 
about that." He says, ‘Well, after you said that, she went into 
the bathroom and cried all her makeup off, and then had to 
leave, because she WAS menstruating, and when you did 
that deep-breath thing, she thought you could smell it.’ 

“I said, ‘Is there something in your garage I can kill myself 
with.’ So I went and played ‘Canon in D’ with my guitar for 
her sister’s wedding as she walked down the aisle, packed 
up my stuff, and left without asking for pay, and never … 
spoke to them again.” 

13) GargleHemlock said: 
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“At a Halloween party. A girl walked in, and I said, ‘Oh, 
wow! Pregnant cheerleader — that is a great idea for a 
costume!’ 

“Yeah, her costume was just supposed to be ‘cheerleader.’ I 
got nasty glares for the rest of the evening. I still think 
‘pregnant cheerleader’ is a better costume idea, though.”43 

44. “Teachers Of Reddit, What Was The Most Obvious 
‘Your Parents Clearly Did The Assignment’?” 

1) LucJensen wrote: 

“When the student came in crying while holding the project 
and when asked what happened she announced that she was 
frustrated that her mom did the whole project, it looked 
nothing like how she wanted it to, and she wasn’t allowed to 
really do anything on it. 

“This wasn’t the first assignment that came in from this 
student that was clearly done by the mum, but the student 
finally had had enough of having her education taken from 
her.” 

MsSchadenfraulein commented, “How did you handle that 
situation?” 

LucJensen replied: 

“Great question — I worked with the student in class on the 
last bit of the project (mostly writing, unfortunately) and 
started keeping the projects in class for the duration of that 
year leaving the more ‘homeworky’ parts at home and the 
crafty parts in class. Took more out of a personal budget to 

 
43 Source: Gettor, “What was your most embarrassing ‘I should not 
have said that’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6b7bwra>. 
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do it because of the supply costs but students and their 
growth are worth it. 

“Edit: Wow! This blew up while I was working!! Thank you 
all for your incredible kind words and even the awards! I’m 
very touched and can promise I will definitely come back to 
these replies for a feel-good moment whenever I may need 
it. Thank you all!” 

celts_ahm commented: 

“As a Swede, I still can’t get over the fact that US teachers 
have to pay for students’ supplies. 

“There would be nationwide strikes and riots if that would 
become the case in Sweden. 

“Great job, though. You sound like an awesome person.” 

drunk_haile_selassie commented:  

“Same in Australia. The teachers union here is borderline 
militant. Turns out, if the vast majority of teachers strike, 
people have to take time off work to look after their kids. 
The economy basically stops. 

“Here the Australian Education Union basically has to 
vaguely threaten a strike and they get what they want.” 

2) neoldguy wrotem “Penmanship — no kidding, kid had the 
maid write it.” 

lady_molotovcocktail commented: 

“Similar thing happened to me. Getting busted for having 
‘someone else write my papers.’ I only really learned to 
write in cursive. I went to private schools and boarding 
schools. We barely went over print in first grade. But I had 
been exclusively writing in cursive for almost my whole life. 
I had to go briefly to public school as I was switching schools 
and the new school didn’t have a room for me yet. I went in 
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to public schools in like early November-ish. We only had 
homework, not any classroom work. 

“I kept getting zeros during my first week for my homework 
in a couple different classes. I didn’t know until my dad 
checked the online grading portal and flipped out. He had a 
meeting with all of my teachers and was like, ‘What’s going 
on?’ That’s when they told him that they knew I was having 
someone do my homework. After all, what fifth grader had 
‘immaculate cursive.’ They didn’t believe him that I was 
doing it. I had to write an essay in front of them for them to 
believe me. 

“It was awful and awfully funny.” 

3) fluxy2535 wrote: 

“I taught elementary art classes for a few years, and a lot of 
time would have crossover lessons with certain subjects. 
One year we had the second graders do a project for their 
unit on Native Americans, where they had to make dioramas 
of a type of Native American house of their choosing, and 
then write a little two-paragraph essay on who lived in that 
style of house and why it was built that way. 

“Most kids made tipis or wigwams out of construction paper 
and birch bark and paper towel rolls. We had a few kids who 
were clearly getting help from their parents, but it was 
obvious the kid had input and had done the essay. Standard 
stuff. 

“Then we had a kid come in with, I shit you not, a completely 
accurate model of Cliff Palace, Colorado. It was stunning. 

“Turns out, his dad was a sculptor, and his mom worked at 
our local museum as a restoration expert.” 

SylkoZakurra commented, “My brother is special needs so 
when he had to make a castle, he drew it out on paper but I 
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built it. It looked great. (I was 17 & into Dungeons and 
Dragons.) He OBVIOUSLY didn’t do it, but the teacher sent 
it to the county fair as best in class. I always felt so bad about 
that.” 

dontsaymango commented, “I think in this case it’s a good 
thing. She probably knew that someone helped but being 
able to showcase work that looks good and special-needs 
kids can feel proud of can be rare. So I wouldn’t sweat it.” 

4) Lennysrevenge wrote: “Sixth-grade research project that 
ended in a three-page paper. One kid turned in a 10-page 
paper. And it definitely wasn’t a bad attempt at plagiarism. 
It kind of felt like the mom was missing her own academic 
years.” 

somerrae commented, “A couple years ago, one of my 
students would always bring in two of every project I 
assigned — one that he did and one that his parents did.” 

Elendur_Krown commented, “To be honest, that sounds like 
an awesome way to bond with and motivate your child. I 
haven’t encountered study situations where parallel work is 
detrimental.” 

WafflesAreEpic commented: 

“A friend of mine’s dad did this but without being ‘that 
parent,’ though. 

“When the kid had to read a book, they read it. When the kid 
had to build something, they did it as well. When the kid had 
to research and write a paper, they wrote their own. 

“The difference was they had their kid also do the work and 
they would be able to have full discussions about the 
assignment, see where they might need guidance, critique 
them, and otherwise help them learn. So when they had to 
read a book, their dad would be asking them what they 
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thought about it over dinner and be able to talk back to them 
with their own thoughts and suggestions. 

“Result was astounding, dude got the best grades in every 
class he was ever in and is now an engineer with an amazing 
job. Because his dad never put his ego in it … he wasn’t 
doing the assignment to try and ‘get an A’ for himself; His 
stuff just sat at home or on the computer. He learned for fun 
and to stay in touch with his kid and it worked really, really 
well. 

“If parents genuinely want to learn along with their kid, they 
absolutely can and it can be a huge benefit to the kid because 
they’d be super involved in their kid’s lives in a good way 
while being their personal sounding board and tutor.”44 

45. “What Is A Costume, Uniform, Or Aesthetic That 
Always, Without Fail, ‘Does It’ For You?”  

Yesjustlikethegarden wrote:  

“I have a story you may appreciate. I was working as a 
hostess in a gentleman’s club. The girls often dressed up as 
a character: pirates, milkmaid, sexy kitten, whatever. One 
obnoxious ass, let’s call him Jack, had been hanging out by 
my bar all night right by the front door and making my job 
slightly harder than it needed to be. He mentioned often how 
much he loved blondes. So the police would drop by 
periodically at our club and step into the office when trying 
to identify someone or review video footage of whatever. 
Well, Jack finally gave me a moment of peace when he went 
to piss and in his absence, a few cops came in, in uniform, 
doing their thing. The very pretty female cop kinda hangs 

 
44 Source: scsm, “Teachers of reddit, what was the most obvious, ‘your 
parents clearly did the assignment’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 October 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxwdz8xy>. 
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out in front of my bar; she’s watching the front door and the 
office at the same time. I see it before it happens. The 
officer’s back is turned to Jack as he comes wobbling back 
from the toilet. I see his face light up when he sees the long 
blonde braid down her back. He stands a bit straighter and 
reaches his hand out towards her, ‘Heeeey, baby, you —’ I’ll 
never know what proposition he was about to make because 
this five-foot-some women whipped around and had him on 
his knees in no time. I’ll never forget the look on his face 
when he realized, ‘Holy shit, this girl IS NOT a stripper and 
that’s a real gun.’ She let him move on and he came nowhere 
near me or her the rest of the night so it was a win. 

“Anybody would have seen the obvious, but I guess he was 
fucked up oblivious enough not to. It was one of the most 
satisfying things I’ve ever seen. 

“Anyway, in his defense, she was one sexy policewoman.”45 

46. “What Are Sayings You Grew Up Hearing Only To 
Find Out They Were Unique To Your Family?” 

1) slothbarns7 wrote: 

“Growing up with an Asian mom who was working on 
perfecting her English, she would often say, ‘Aw, that is the 
suck,” instead of, you know, ‘That sucks.’ 

“Didn’t take long for us to catch on and correct her, but it 
was so funny we just kinda stuck to it, so when something is 
shitty now, I’ll instinctively say in my head, ‘Wel,l that is 
the suck.’” 

 
45 Source: -eDgER-, “Megathread: Sexy Halloween VI: Sexy Lives.” 
bellumaster, “What is a costume, uniform, or aesthetic that always, 
without fail, ‘does it’ for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6alqcp4>. 
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happygrapefruit3337 commented: 

“I had an Indian chemistry teacher in high school who would 
try to get a rowdy class to settle down by saying, ‘We don’t 
want the clowns to come around.’ 

“What he meant was ‘Stop clowning around, you little 
assholes.’” 

AlwaysInTheFlowers commented: 

“Growing up I spent a lot of time at my grandparents’ house 
and for years and years and years I always heard my grandpa 
calling my grandma ‘Dingwah.’ I thought maybe it was a 
made-up pet name for her. 

“Cue me in my freshman polical science class when I’m 19 
years old learning about the Vietnamese War. We went over 
a lot of vocabulary words, and one pops up I recognize: 
dingwah. It means ‘telephone’ in Vietnamese. 

“So my whole childhood I thought my grandpa was calling 
my grandma some cute nickname when in reality he was 
telling her the phone was ringing.” 

Dan514158351 commented, “My Vietnamese teacher says, 
‘That’s very savaging!’ to an intense moment. One time I 
told her that I don’t think we say the word ‘savaging,’ but I 
decided that it actually sounds pretty cool and now I say it.” 

2) iBelieveInSpace wrote: 

“One I still don’t understand is ‘What are you doing? Posing 
for animal crackers?’ 

“I mean, I understood the meaning, but the reference was 
beyond me. Basically when I was standing around during 
work and not doing anything. 

“Dad had a lot of weird ones.” 
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3) MyThrOHAcct wrote, “When something new turned up 
and we’d ask my dad where it came, from his reply was 
always ‘I stole it from a blind man down on the corner.’” 

taft97 commented, “My dad always said/says, ‘Oh, it 
must’ve fallen off the back of a truck somewhere.’” 

4) dtrippy wrote, “Whenever I didn’t like something, my dad 
would say, ‘Well, it likes you. It called the other day and said 
so.’ It could be anything: broccoli, a hamburger, the 
neighbor’s cat. Whatever I didn’t like or want to try, he had 
always gotten a call.” 

clayRA23 commented, “My dad did the same thing! If I said 
I didn’t like mushrooms, for example, he’d say, ‘Well, I’ve 
never heard them say a bad thing about you.’” 

ruhroh_raggyy commented, “My dad used to say something 
sort of similar to this (maybe not similar, but this reminded 
me of it). whenever someone in my family would say, ‘You 
don’t know jack shit,’ my dad would say, ‘I know Jack. I 
spoke to him just the other day.’ It always helped diffuse 
whatever argument we were having.” 

5) Back2Bach wrote, “When Mom was angry about 
something and we’d ask her, ‘What’s for lunch?’, she’d put 
her hands on her hips and exclaim, ‘Fried Assholes!’” 

ralopop commented, “My grandmother would say, 
‘Horseshit and applesauce.’”  

wuffcut commented, “Mine would say, ‘Shit and sugar.’” 

like_literaaly119 commented, “My mom would say, 
‘Ospoes en rape’ (Afrikaans). Directly translated, it means, 
‘Ox vagina and radishes.’” 
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Riotlikeachef813 commented, “My very Irish grandfather 
would say, ‘Fried farts and roasted snowballs,’ if I ever 
asked what was for dinner.”46 

47. “Have You Ever Taken Someone Up On An Offer Of, 
‘Well, If There’s Anything I Can Do To Help, Let Me 
Know,’ And If So, How Did It End Up?” 

1) GoneHamlot wrote: 

“One time my dad told me to change this light bulb in my 
house, and it was pretty high up and I definitely needed some 
help so I wouldn’t fall to my death. 

“Well, these Jehovah’s Witness guys knock on my door, 
give their pitch and then they end it with ‘Thanks for talking 
to us. Is there anything that we can help you with?,’ so I 
asked, ‘Actually, would you guys mind helping me change a 
lightbulb?’ and they were more than happy to help me out. 
Super nice guys.” 

themzy34 commented: 

“This one time myself and my younger brother were doing 
the mowing when we were both teens. Two Mormons came 
up to us and gave their usual spiel. Of course, we declined 
but they did the same thing: ‘You bros need any help with 
that? You fellas got a pretty big yard, aye?’ (Kiwi boys, 
imagine Korg from Ragnarok speaking and that’s what they 
sounded like.) 

“Sure as shit, mum and dad arrived home and there we were, 
me, my brother and two massive Kiwi blokes in their full 
white dress shirt and slacks mowing, weeding, and hedging 

 
46 Source: tysmily, “What are sayings you grew up hearing only to find 
out they were unique to your family?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 October 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5ch8qnd>. 
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all together. There was a big ‘please explain’ from my 
parents. 

“But we gave them afternoon tea afterwards to say thanks.” 

noah9942 commented, “Grew up Mormon, and most 
missionaries would love to stop going door to door to help 
some people with stuff. They get a break from the 
monotonous routine and hopefully paint a better picture of 
their church in others’ eyes. Even if not, they probably 
enjoyed the break.” 

M0nsterjojo commented: 

“My mother killed them with kindness. See, we’re the type 
of family that’ll chatter your ear off even though we’re 
introverted — we just like to talk. Most people avoid us. 

“She had this pair come up to the door and she listened to 
their whole speech, and she asked questions as she has a 
desire to learn as do myself and who better to learn from 
when the face of the faith comes and talks to you. (The 
internet has trolls, as we all know.) She proceeded to talk to 
them for six hours … to this day over six years later we have 
never had another Jehovah’s Witness come to our door.” 

EvilWayne commented: 

“I always feel like they’re just doing what they think is a 
good thing. I’ve never had anyone threaten or try to force me 
to convert. 

“A simple, ‘No, thanks, I’m all set with religion,’ and they’re 
on their way.” 

traimera commented, “The best argument I’ve ever heard for 
this was from Christopher Hitchens. He said that while I 
don’t believe in God, if someone truly believed that your 
soul would burn in hell for all of eternity, what wouldn’t they 
do to try and save you? If they really loved you, say like your 
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own child, and that child was walking into a burning 
building, name one thing you wouldn’t do to save that child? 
So the fact that the worst they do is knock on your door, 
maybe realize that it comes from a place of love and just 
allow it. The Westboro people can fuck straight off, but you 
see the difference in approach.” 

2) HillbillyRebel wrote: 

“A relative of mine had passed away, leaving me the entire 
estate. Part of that was a boat. When I was at the house 
sorting things out, a neighbor came over and introduced 
himself. I hadn’t met him before, as he had just moved in a 
year earlier. At one point, we ended up talking about that 
boat. 

“As we were talking, he said he had to get back to the wife 
and to let him know if there was anything he could do. 
Jokingly, I asked him if he wanted to buy the boat and gave 
him a price. He sort of laughed as most people would do. 
About an hour later, he sent me a text asking if I was serious 
about selling the boat. (When he left, he went straight home 
and asked his wife and then went to the bank to get the 
money.) I said yes, and he had the money to me that evening 
and took possession of the boat.” 

3) Bishabish1 wrote: 

“A friend of mine and I worked in the same office for years 
and years. We didn’t really start out as friends; we just sort 
of talked outside while smoking on our breaks. Her 
boyfriend died in a fire that destroyed their home and she 
turned into a single mother of a baby overnight. Without 
mentioning it to her, I started asking around for clothing and 
items she would need immediately to help take care of her 
baby. A lot of people donated stuff and when I gave her the 
boxes, she teared up. After that, I decided to bring in more 
than I would actually eat for lunch and would casually tell 
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her, “I’m full, you want the other half of my sandwich?” 
Eventually she caught on and thanked me. I was of the mind 
that if I was in a position to help, I would. Never really 
expected anything in return. I just knew things were tight and 
she made sure her kid had something to eat even if she had 
to skip meals. So, yeah. Fast forward a few years and the 
company we’re working for starts laying people off. (She 
had already left and found employment elsewhere.) I 
decided to file for disability (after being diagnosed with a 
handful of issues that made working rather painful and 
difficult) and my severance had run out. She found out and 
made it a point to randomly stop by and drop off cigarettes 
or a few groceries she knew I would need. She told me I’d 
helped her at her lowest, and she was just returning the favor. 

“To me, that’s what true friendship is. You help when you 
can and accept help when you need it. There shouldn’t be 
any shame in that sort of give and take.” 

4) aureliana_babilonia wrote: 

“When my wife was diagnosed with cancer, the first months 
were a pain and she went through a lot of tests and treatment 
options. We were always nervous with the results and had 
consultations and tests booked all around. Amidst all that, 
we forgot to pay our electricity bills. 

“It was not a money issue, we just completely forgot about 
it. We pay our electricity bill using the company’s app, and 
the app didn’t warn you about late bills. They used letters for 
that and, since we did everything with the app, we never even 
saw the notices they’d send you before cutting your energy. 

“Well, they went to our apartment to cut the electricity and 
we were shocked. We asked them if we could just pay it 
immediately, but the system had a 24-hour time to register 
the payment, so we would be without energy for that period. 
When we were talking to the electricity company guy about 
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it, a neighbour passed by and asked if he could help. We just 
answered we had no idea and explained the situation. 

“We were new in the building, so we didn’t know our 
neighbours at all. This 60-year old man with grey hair and a 
somewhat surfer look to him just mobilized an entire 
operation with his fellow neighbours to grant us electricity. 
In less than an hour, we had power extensions coming from 
our back and front windows from apartments of different 
floors to feed some of our home appliances. Since it is not 
advised to use refrigerators in extensions, a group of old 
ladies just came in and shared our refrigerator’s food among 
themselves to store it temporarily. They even cooked us our 
meal after all this stuff. 

“I got to know the 60-year-old surfer during the time I lived 
there and he as really something. Both he and his brother 
lived in the same building and both helped me. The surfer 
guy was actually very active in the surfing scene during the 
60s and 70s and had an amazing story of a few years past 
coming out of cocaine addiction. His older brother was, 
surprisingly, a video game enthusiast, but mostly hooked on 
somewhat historical games (honestly, I would never expect 
to discuss the release of Red Dead Redemption 2 with a guy 
almost 70 years old, but that happened). 

“Well, in the end I got to know half the building in a single 
day. Loved living there and I really miss living in a building 
where everybody knows each other like that. The one I live 
in today is better in quality overall, but so impersonal.” 

5) ladydanger2020 wrote: 

“I’m a chef and I had a wine dinner with a special paired 
five-course menu. My salesperson [the person who took the 
order] fucked up very badly and forgot to put my order in, 
so it wasn’t picked up that morning as it should have been. I 
called her asking where the hell my food was and she was 
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being a twat about it as usual, trying to blame it on me. I sent 
her a screen shot of the order I’d put in the previous day, 
screamed at her to get me my order within the hour or I’d 
switch vendors, and started prepping everything I could 
without the product from that truck. 

“She showed up a little while later with the order shoved in 
her car and her husband, guess they’d been out together som 
where eating lunch when I’d so rudely interrupted. He was a 
chef at a different restaurant, and we knew each other 
vaguely. He asked if there was anything he could do to help 
and I of course said, ‘No, no I got it,’ but I was clearly very 
harried, ripping into boxes trying to put the order away 
quickly so I could get to work. He stopped me and said, 
‘Seriously, give me something to do.’ So I reluctantly asked 
him to make me a dressing and gave him a list of things I 
needed chopped. He tied on an apron and started prepping 
with such a big smile and a great attitude and it really calmed 
me down. He was there for only about 45 minutes or so, but 
just his chill breeziness helped me take a breath and refocus. 
I was a new chef at the time and took things a little too 
seriously. I’ve tried to emulate his calm demeanor and can-
do attitude with my cooks ever since.” 

6) PinocchiosWoodBalls wrote: 

“I do favors for people and people do favors for me. It works 
so nice. The trick is to tell that to people yourself and when 
they take you up on it, deliver! 

“Last time I needed help and reached out when I bought a 
giant Ikea closet and the seller and I realized that there is no 
way we can take it apart and load it into the moving truck in 
the time window we had. I called a buddy I rarely meet in 
person; we text a lot and send memes, that’s it. 

Called him up, said, ‘Sleazy, can you help me with a closet 
real quick? I´m at [address].’ 
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“He just answered, ‘Sure,’ drove 35 minutes, helped for 10-
15 minutes, had a beer, and drove back home. 

“I´d do the same for him. 

“Edit: It wouldn’t be enough to call him a buddy, he`s a good 
friend; life just sometimes doesn’t give you time to spend 
together.” 

7) nerdy_birdie15 wrote: 

“A few years ago I was going through a rough patch and one 
night I got caught up late at work. I was in a panic about 
letting my dog out and getting her dinner because my break 
was only 20 minutes and I lived across town. A friend lived 
nearby, and I asked her to take out the dog and feed her. The 
friend sent me a pic of my pup happily prancing in the yard. 

“A pretty simple favor in the grand scheme of things, but the 
peace of mind in that moment and time in my life was worth 
so much. It also made me better about asking for help when 
I need it. My friend was happy to do it and it made a huge 
difference for me: I learned I wasn’t a burden for needing 
help sometimes.”47 

48. “What’s The Nicest Thing A Complete Stranger Has 
Done For You?” 

1) tri-sarah-tops-rex wrote, “A stranger donated bone 
marrow so I could live!” 

2) schwenomorph wrote:  

 
47 Source: kryptos19, “Have you ever taken someone up on an offer of, 
‘well if there’s anything I can do to help, let me know,’ and if so, how 
did it end up?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y545w2ox>. 
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“When I was four, I was almost hit by a car. My dad yanked 
me to safety but screamed at me. We were at a fair or 
something, so I was just a sobbing mess of misery while 
passing by things I was excited for. Well, we pass by a 
magician who charges five bucks for tricks. He sees me 
crying and waves us over. He tells me that he can magically 
make my tears stop. He performs some scarf tricks. 

“I wasn’t in awe of the tricks or anything, but even at that 
age I realized that he was doing something for a stranger out 
of kindness when he could’ve ignored me or accepted 
money. That was what cured my sadness. I think about that 
dude all the time, 17 years later.” 

3) Mystique111Divine wrote, “I was running late to work 
one morning and forgot to pack a lunch. I was working a 12-
hour shift that day so there was no way I would be able to go 
all day without eating. I ran to the dollar store to get 
something to eat on later while at work and didn’t even 
realize that I didn’t have enough money to pay for my items. 
The cashier, that gracious woman, paid for all of my items. 
I couldn’t believe the generosity … I was so happy and 
thankful for her. Of course, when I got paid, I came back in 
the store and paid her back and thanked her once again for 
the random act of kindness that I will never forget. 
Whenever I start to lose faith in humanity, I think about her.” 

4) itselevenoclock wrote, “I was in college and my laptop 
charger broke. I didn’t have a car so I had to wait to borrow 
a friend’s. I drive to the mall in the pouring rain and wait 
over an hour to be seen at the Apple store. The person 
working told me they couldn’t fix my charger and it was 
going to be $60, which was a lot for me at the time. I felt so 
defeated and almost started crying. She told me to hold on a 
second, typed something into her iPad and told me I could 
have the charger for free. I thought she was joking, but she 
handed it to me free of charge. I have never forgotten how 
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kind and generous she was to an overwhelmed college 
student.” 

crepe_kid commented, “This happened to me, too! My 
laptop broke and I was freaking out. I took it to the Apple 
Store and it was one day out of warranty. The employee 
mumbled something like, ‘Well, it depends on what time of 
day you bought it. It could still technically be active,’ and 
waived it. It was supposed to be $500.” 

5) herecomes_the_sun wrote, “My grandparents were trying 
to get toilet paper at Costco at the beginning of COVID and 
it was a zoo. And they’d actually run out. They weren’t 
hoarding! Anyway, the aisles were crazy and they couldn’t 
reach the toilet paper and a stranger noticed them and asked 
what they needed and threw it over a bunch of people so they 
could get out of there faster and stay safe.” 

6) Tigerkitty50 wrote, “A very small but super thing: A 
stranger standing in front of me in a grocery line told me I 
would look much better in x color and that the color I was 
wearing didn’t flatter me. My first thought: What a jerk! 
Then I took a picture of myself, went home and put on the 
color she mentioned and took another picture. WOW! She 
was right. The color I was wearing made me look dead; the 
other color WAS flattering. I doubt a friend would have told 
me such a truth. Thank you, stranger!” 

7) callmeanonbaby wrote, “In the beginning of the 
pandemic, I had ordered some things through Instacart. 
When I got downstairs to pick them up in the lobby, I noticed 
there was a bag next to my groceries with disinfectant wipes 
and some other cleaning stuff. I asked the front desk if 
anyone else had ordered something, they said, ‘No, all that 
is yours.’ A few seconds later the delivery person came back 
and said, “I’m so sorry, that bag is mine..” I jokingly said I 
was a bit excited since wipes were sold out everywhere. 
Without hesitation, she offered me one of them. I insisted 
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that that was too kind of her and that I was only kidding. She 
said, ‘No, they’re yours now. We all could use some 
kindness right now.’ I nearly cried. It was such a panicked 
time and for this stranger to do something so nice, I’ll never 
forget it.” 

8) not_cinderella wrote, “When I had my interview for my 
current job. It was in a different city than I live in so I was 
very unfamiliar with it. I ended up running into a woman 
who could see I looked lost and confused. She asked me 
what I was looking for. I explained the building I was trying 
to find — about a 10-minute walk away. She knew exactly 
where it was and walked me all the way to the building. She 
said she was retired and had all the time in the world. I got 
the job and was still early. Bless that woman. If I ever saw 
her again, I’d buy her a coffee.” 

9) ofvaluerloveandtime wrote: 

“She was a stranger to me. My ex-boyfriend had planned a 
short camping trip with a couple he had known for many 
years. It was a rough start due to unexpected rain, so we 
basically met over dinner. I ate dinner with the guys, while 
she rested in ‘bed’ because of a recent ankle injury. She came 
out when the campfire had dried the chairs.  

“My boyfriend, who had been drinking, asked me to get 
another drink with him. When we got to our van, he undid 
his pants and started urinating. I was upset, and tried to 
convince him to stop. I ended up walking away back to the 
campfire, seething inside and trying to keep a smile on my 
face.  

“He threw an ice cube in my lap when he came back. I didn’t 
even look as I chucked it back at him. He began yelling at 
me, telling me it hit him in the cheek near his mouth. It could 
have hit me in the eye, he told me, as he now told me it hit 
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his cheek near his eye. I told him I wasn’t trying to hit him 
in the face and that he was fine.  

“He put both hands on the chair, leaned down, put his face 
in my face, and repeated that I could have injured him, in a 
low angry whisper. I was terrified. He pulled his fist back 
and punched the chair, brushing my shoulder. Then he sat 
down.  

“The woman asked him why he did that. When he gave a 
half answer, she persisted and asked what he did that would 
have caused me to throw the ice cube. As he started going 
on about how urinating by the van was No Big Deal because 
we’re outside, she told him that it was a big deal to me. She 
told him that what I thought was important. He left and 
stayed in the tent.  

“She told me not to cry, that it was wrong of him to treat me 
like that and to do it in front of people I didn’t know. I’ve 
never had anyone take my side like that. I’ve never had 
anyone tell me how I felt about something trivial was 
important. A stranger brought that to my life — the idea that 
my feelings mattered.” 

10) _daikon wrote, “I had shoulder surgery a couple of years 
ago and afterward was hitting the gym regularly while in a 
sling, using smith machines, leg press, cable columns, etc. I 
had no trouble with the machines, but getting the 45-lb 
weights on and off the leg press was challenging with one 
arm. A person who tended to be there when I did started 
changing their routine a bit to be around when I usually used 
the leg press so that they could offer to rack the weights for 
me. They never said they were doing it, but it was just super 
nice and really casually kind / generous. I still think about it 
all the time.” 

11) SalmonFlats wrote, “I used to work in a library on my 
college campus. We had our rushes when class got out, and 



 120 

during one such rush, this guy comes up to the desk and asks 
me if we have square paper. I was totally nonplussed at the 
time. Like, ‘No we don’t, but we have the scraps that people 
write book call numbers on.’ I give him one of those and he 
leaves. He comes back and asks if we have scissors (to make 
the paper perfectly square). I thought this was pretty goofy, 
but fine, I give him some scissors and he leaves again. When 
he came back, I was just calling someone else to me as the 
next in line. He stepped in, very politely, and laid the scissors 
and an origami butterfly on the desk, said, ‘Thank you for 
the paper,’ and left without another word. I never saw him 
again but I still have the butterfly almost eight years later.” 

12) solam39 wrote: 

“A few years ago I was living alone and had only one real 
friend (and she lived in another country). 

“It was an extremely lonely time, and I remember crying my 
eyes out in a bathroom stall on a particularly bad day only to 
come out and have another girl go, ‘Sweetie, what’s wrong?’ 
and patiently listen while I cried and talked a little about how 
I was feeling. 

“I never saw her again, but I think about her sometimes and 
feel so happy knowing that there are kind people like her out 
there in the world.”48 

49. “Parents, What Extremely Creepy/Odd Thing Do 
Your Children Do That You Just Let Them Do Because 

 
48 Source: cannowerms, “What’s the nicest thing a complete stranger 
has done for you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5bdcn7y>. 
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It Makes Them Happy And Technically Isn’t Hurting 
Anyone?” 

192335 wrote: 

“I was with my sister, her husband, and their two-year-old 
daughter. We were talking about loved ones who had 
recently passed. (My father had died recently.) My brother-
in-law went and grabbed a picture of his mother, who had 
died in a car crash when he was six, to show me. 

“When my niece saw the picture, though, she started 
laughing. We asked her what was so funny, and she looked 
at us and said, ‘That’s my special friend who sings to me.’ 

“I still shiver a bit just thinking about it.”49 

50. “What’s The Stupidest Piece Of Art You’ve Ever 
Seen?” 

itisSUNNYinhere: 

“One time my husband and I were invited to this wedding of 
a friend of his. My husband and this guy had the type of 
friendship where they always joked around and messed with 
each other. The day before the wedding we decided to go to 
TJ Maxx and get a wedding gift (dude is a millionaire and 
they didn’t ask for any ‘real’ gifts). I scoured the framed 
pictures area and found the gaudiest piece of ‘art’ in the 
shape of a gigantic horse head made out of broken mirror 
pieces. It was awful. And perfect. We bought it, wrapped it, 
took it to the wedding, put it on the small gift table and 
figured they’d open it at home. 

 
49 Source: TruthOf42, “Parents, what extremely creepy/odd thing do 
your children do that you just let them do because it makes them happy 
and technically nisnt hurting anyone?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 October 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y69jro3g>. 
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“But at the last minute they decided to open the few gifts 
there in front of everyone and in front of his and her VERY 
strait-laced parents. The look on all their faces was priceless 
as they tried to maintain a gracious smile while also 
wondering what the actual F. I, meanwhile was mortified 
that we had to claim the gift in front of every single person 
there while my husband was crying into his sleeve from 
laughing so hard. That was years ago, and it still gets brought 
up every so often.”50 

51. “What Unsupervised Childhood Activities Did You 
Participate In That Probably Should Have Killed You?” 

1) rrt527 wrote, “We used to play with chemicals in my 
neighbors garage. Like combine all different kinds of 
chemicals we could find, I would assume lawn care and car 
chemicals, in her garage into a hole in the cement floor. At 
least we were smart or lucky enough to keep the garage door 
open.” 

Narcslayer714 commented, “My greatest discovery at 
around 12 years old doing that was finding out that brake 
fluid and chlorine for the pool combust when mixed. Soon 
my friends and I were doing all kinds of crazy shit with the 
mixture. The best was driving a pipe into the ground a few 
feet long, and putting the chlorine and brake fluid in there 
and watching the dragon fire shoot out the pipe. It’s not an 
immediate reaction, but kind of a slow burn till it bursts into 
a furious hellfire.” 

2) chyco4j4j wrote, “I grew up in Kigali, Rwanda. After the 
1994 genocide, there were land mines all over the place. We 
used to walk to our primary school (about 1.5km). As kids 

 
50 Source: E_labyrinth, “What’s the stupidest piece of art you’ve ever 
seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4szarhx>. 
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we used to place soccer on the street while walking to school, 
so one day the ball fell in the bush as always, and I went for 
it. Little did I know the stone-like thing under the ball was a 
notorious landmine. I got the ball and I asked the other older 
kid what it was. Ten minutes later, the entire neighborhood 
was on site talking about how I just cheated death. Never 
will I ever forget it. If I had stepped on the mine that 
afternoon, I wouldn’t be writing this today.” 

3) BigBald wrote, “Lawn darts. Except no one was throwing 
them at the rings. Nope toss them straight up in the sky and 
scatter.” 

ThatFinnishGu wrote, “We had a mini-crossbow we’d put 
full-size arrows in and shoot it straight up and basically play 
chicken.” 

bowman9 commented, “I did something similar in college, 
but with a compound bow I used for hunting. Shot it straight 
into the sky and about eight of us took off running. It took a 
solid 15 to 20 seconds after firing for the arrow to come back 
down, driving itself pretty deep into the ground. Those were 
a pretty terrifying/exciting 15 seconds. Needless to say, if 
somebody had gotten hit by that, there’s a solid chance 
they’d be dead.” 

NiceTryKomosabe commented: 

“We used to do this when I was about 10-12 years old. The 
bow was only 35-lb draw weight on a compact bow, but it 
could have been trouble. A couple of my arrows were 
crooked, too, so they were wildcards. 

“Dad wasn’t so happy when he found out what we were up 
to.” 

tossingmyraccoons commented: 
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“I still don’t know how I’m here as my dad is the very 
personification of this thread: He’s probably done all this, 
but the one story that I remember most clearly is he and his 
brothers would take the lids off trash cans (those circular 
metal ones), use them as shields, then fucking shoot 
fireworks at each other. 

“It was part of an event called ‘cracker night’ where the 
whole neighbourhood set off fireworks. They’re actually 
illegal now in this country; frankly, I blame my dad and 
uncles.” 

4) MikeErk67 wrote, “I grew up within the boundaries of 
Tufts University’s campus; at the end of my street was a 
campus building that was six stories high. I remember 
climbing to the top of the fire escape, stepping over the 
railing onto the slate pitched roof. I held onto the dormer and 
made my way on top of that roof, then I would walk up to 
the pitch of the roof and straddle the pitch and look out on 
the Boston skyline. I was under 10 years old. I was well over 
a hundred feet up — one slip and I was sidewalk pizza. I 
can’t believe I survived being a latch-key kid in the 80s.” 

5) Melrob17 wrote, “I used to rollerblade off the roof and 
onto the trampoline … it hurts to think about it now. I’m still 
shocked I never got hurt!”51 

52. “What Was Your Profound Turning Point In Life?” 

Anonhoumous wrote: 

“My turning point in my so far short life (19-year-old 
female) was when I won an Interrail ticket offered in a 
competition ran by the European Union. For those of you 

 
51 Source: bananawhack, “What unsupervised childhood activities did 
you participate in, that probably should have killed you?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 27 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxq8ph2q>. 
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who don’t know, an Interrail ticket is a pass that lets you 
board most trains in Europe and is worth a couple of hundred 
Euro. 

“For as long as I can remember, I’ve always lived a small, 
anxious, and entirely fictional existence inside my head. I 
was entranced with the world of fantasy and my imagination 
was like a cog that just wouldn’t stop turning (still is!). I had 
trouble making friends who I felt truly got me and I spent 
most of my time in my room, dreaming away. A year ago, I 
hadn’t even gone on a train by myself yet, let alone a train 
across nations. 

“When I was around 16-17, I remember standing in the 
kitchen looking at the fridge one day and I suddenly had this 
epiphany — I wanted to travel. 

“I’m not sure where it came from, but I suddenly acquired 
this desire to start living this grand adventure formerly 
limited to my grey matter in real life instead. 

“I didn’t know how I would make this happen, and I was 
utterly clueless. I finished sixth form with absolutely no idea 
what to do with myself. But in the last few months of the 
school year, I had applied for this competition that I wasn’t 
particularly holding out for. 

“But then, I got the acceptance email, and I realised that I 
finally had a chance to make my dream come true. 

“To summarise, I went from a meek girl with so much fear 
to someone who travelled from London to Budapest by 
herself via rail (sometimes with friends made along the way) 
and I changed so fast I couldn’t even keep track. 

“Since then, I’ve lived in Cyprus for four months as a 
volunteer, and am now living in Malta after moving here two 
days before Brexit with my boyfriend and we are about to 
move out together. I’m studying and have a humble, yet 
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satisfying job. I’m living the life I’ve always dreamed of. 
The pandemic has certainly put a stopper in my plans 
(definitely would have taken a ferry to Sicily by now!) but 
as soon as I can, I’m going to be resuming my adventures 
abroad. 

“So yes, I am a firm advocate for travel and how much it can 
boost your confidence. It’s stupid how different I am now 
compared to who I was before the 1st of September, 2019. 

“For any <18-year-old Europeans who are interested, the 
scheme is called DiscoverEU and the competition is open to 
18-year-olds. Right now, due to the pandemic it’s not 
operating but keep an eye on it.”52 

53. “When Did Someone Challenge You At Something 
You Were An Expert At?” 

1) char92474 wrote: 

“Not me but my friend used to ride a unicycle as a kid. He 
worked construction and they were working at a house that 
had an old unicycle. 

“The other workers tried riding it and immediately fell off. 
My friend walked over to it and inspected the unicycle like 
it was the first time he ever saw one of them said it didn’t 
look that difficult. They all laughed at him and he said he 
thought he could ride it. Eventually one of them bet him 
$100 he couldn’t ride it. He jumped on it and immediately 
rode down the street.” 

2) itskayguys wrote: 

 
52 Source: thankyou4stoppingby, “What was your profound turning 
point in life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y365tbyh>. 
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“I have perfect pitch. 

“It’s not a thing I can turn off, notes simply ARE a pitch 
clear as day, much like how red is clearly distinct from green. 

“Anywho, music class in junior high. Teacher explains that 
Mozart had perfect pitch and walks over to the piano, plays 
a note and says, ‘And just by hearing it, he’d be able to tell 
you what now that was … now can any of YOU do that?’ 

“At the time, I honestly had no idea this was rare. Raise hand, 
teacher with a smug look points and me and is gobsmacked 
when I answer correctly with note and octave. Figures it’s 
pure luck so does it again and asks me to face the other way. 
I answer correctly again. 

“Tries it with chords, sequences and two hands worth of 
notes. Still right every time. Ends with me playing back a 
short sequence after listening to it blind. 

“That day, I learned that perfect pitch is actually kind of 
rare.” 

3) MarkHirsbrunner wrote, “By no means an expert (I’d 
probably rate in the 1500s), but I’ve played chess since I was 
a small child and was the best player in the middle school 
chess club. The guy who owned the pool hall my juvenile 
delinquent friends and I hung out in was talking about how 
dumb kids are these days and said he bet nobody in my group 
of hoodlums could play chess. I beat him soundly, then again 
in the rematch.” 

Sw429 commented, “Haha, one time I played my brother-in-
law’s friend who was a cocky member of some chess club. I 
started with a super aggressive opening (my brothers and I 
randomly read a lot of chess books growing up) and he had 
no idea what to do. I completely destroyed him.” 

4) -aged-like-wine- wrote: 
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“The property management company for my homeowner’s 
association insisted that I had received emails that I never 
received. So I asked them to prove that I had received them. 
They said they’re sure I received them. 

“I’m a software engineer and at the time I had just finished 
an enterprise email delivery system (like an in-house 
Constant Contact). I knew the rules of the CAN-SPAM Act 
by heart. I KNEW exactly how their system worked. 

“So this real bitch of a property manager said, ‘I know how 
email works. You wouldn’t understand.’ I mentally did the 
arrogant knuckle crack and started to explain — very 
methodically — how email delivery works and how they’d 
track various actions. I spent about five minutes detailing my 
credentials and why I was absolutely certain they had never 
sent me the emails they alleged I received. When I was 
finished, the HOA board just agreed to waive the fines.” 

MarkHirsbrunner commented, “I work for a company that 
notifies customers of deadlines by email. We get customers 
who claim they never received the email so the deadline 
should not apply to them. When a customer opens one of our 
emails we know exactly when unless they have disabled 
automatic loading of images in their client, so I can tell them, 
‘You opened the 30-day warning email on May 8 at 7:14 
PM, you opened the 7-day warning email on May 29 and 
again on June 4, but you did not click the link until 
September 24 after you opened the 7-day warning, then the 
original 30-day warning 3 minutes after that, and THEN you 
clicked the link and received the notification it was past the 
deadline.’ They never respond after being caught in the lie.” 

5) persad_power wrote: 

“Kinda the reverse, for me. I’m a physical education teacher 
and I had a student who took a pretty bad tumble in class. 
Hit her head on the wall. Pretty clear concussion symptoms. 
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So we get her stable, and then we call mom and dad to come 
get her. 

“Dad shows up and I start going through the concussion 
symptoms and treatments with him. Letting him know that a 
doctor’s visit is probably in order. Blah blah blah I keep 
going on and on about concussions. He just politely nods and 
thanks me. 

“He takes his daughter and leaves, and I see my principal 
standing behind me and he can barely contain his laughter. 
Turns out dad is an emergency room doctor. And he just sat 
there while his daughter’s gym teacher gave him medical 
advice.” 

Digital_loop commented, “Think about it like this. If you 
had been saying the wrong things about it, he would have 
corrected you and pointed out that he was a doctor. Instead 
he let you go through everything, listening carefully to 
ensure your advice was sound and correct. When everything 
checked out, he left proud in the fact that he now knows 
100% that the gym teacher is looking out for his kid’s safety 
and well-being, short- and long-term.” 

6) HatfieldCW wrote, “Medieval Faire, 2002. Carnie 
running the fencing game picks me out of the crowd for 
being tall, and challenges me to a free bout against ‘The 
Master.’ Not a lot of people fence, so his gambit probably 
worked most of the time, but when he handed me that saber, 
I handed him his ass.” 

7) pn_dubya wrote, “Went to a couples night once and the 
guy had wall-to-wall movies and framed posters in his 
basement, super into it. Mentioned I used to be a movie nerd 
but not so much anymore. He challenged us to a movie trivia 
board game, kinda in a condescending way and I tried to 
politely decline but my girlfriend insisted we play. They 
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went first, missed the question, and then we ran the table. 
Never heard from them again.” 

Sw429 commented, “A similar thing happened with Harry 
Potter trivia recently. My wife and I had just finished reading 
the entire series, so when they missed their first question we 
proceeded to run the board. Eventually we missed one on 
purpose because we felt bad.” 

8) StormyOnyx wrote: 

“I’m going for a PhD in genetics (not exactly an expert at 
microbiology, but I have a strong background) and the 
number of times a day I mentally facepalm at people’s 
ignorance is staggering. My favorites are the anti-mask 
crowd. Did you know that masks simultaneously block 
oxygen and let in viruses? Also, if you wear a mask for any 
prolonged period of time, it will cause brain damage. 

“It would be almost funny if I weren’t high risk.” 

StormyOnyx added, “I once pointed out the fact that there 
are some surgeries that last 12 hours or more (a few that span 
days, even) and asked them if there were special benefits for 
those poor brain-damaged Operating Room workers as well 
as what incentives were given for people to even become 
surgeons and anesthesiologists in the first place, given the 
certainty of permanent brain damage within the first few 
years of their career. I never got an answer.”53 

 
53 Source: somekid437, “When did someone challenge you at 
something you were an expert at?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 October 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y56p7zkn>. 
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54. “Teachers Of Reddit, What Is The Most Ridiculous 
Excuse For Unfinished Homework That You’ve Ever 
Heard?” 

1) BlooooContra wrote: 

“I taught instrumental music down in South Texas, so I 
basically never gave any sort of homework outside of 
practicing. 

“Sixth grade — I gave the kiddos a super basic theory sheet 
to complete that was due back in two days since I had a 
dentist appointment the next day. When I’m collecting the 
sheets, a trombone kid tells me, ‘My grandma stole my 
homework in Mexico and wouldn’t give it back.’ 

“Turns out they were visiting his grandparents over the 
border outside Metamoros and his grandma really wanted 
something of his to hang on her refrigerator, so she took the 
homework he had just finished and put it up. Kid protested, 
but she wouldn’t relent, so he snapped a pic as proof. 

“Graded the sheet from the picture. Kid got an A. I got a 
story.” 

spiggerish wrote, “I would teach my kids once or twice a 
week. One day a kid comes in for their lesson. I ask them if 
they’ve been practicing? They assure me they have. I ask 
them very specific things about the piece and if they’re 
POSITIVE they practiced it? ‘Yes, sir. I did!’ I say, ‘Ok, take 
out your books. Let’s see.’ They start rummaging in their 
bag. Cannot find the book. ‘I think I left my book at home.’ 
No problem. Use the copy that’s on top of the piano. They 
grab it. It’s their practice book. That they forgot there in the 
previous lesson. Oof.” 

2) kindsoberlydressed wrote: 
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“I’ve got the opposite story. A teacher lost my homework he 
marked as he left it in his shed and it got eaten by slugs. 

“He did show me the slug-eaten paper, and he gave me full 
marks for it, so it wasn’t all bad!” 

HappiHappiHappi commented, “My toddler once 
completely shredded about five kids’ assignments I’d taken 
home to mark. Luckily they were able to reprint them for me, 
but it was a little embarrassing.” 

Friskman1 commented, “I wrote what was one of the best 
papers of my high-school career for social studies. When the 
finished papers were graded and returned, mine was not. I 
asked where mine was. She said that I hadn’t turned it in. I 
insisted that I absolutely had. I was so insistent that she 
allowed me to rewrite the paper over the weekend, but if it 
wasn’t on her desk before the opening bell on Monday, I’d 
get an F. So, having no other option, I rewrote it from 
memory and turned it in. She gave me a B. A week later, she 
admitted that she had found the original paper I’d turned in, 
and had graded it an A.” 

mizboring commented: 

“I am a teacher. My dog vomited on a pile of homework. I 
told the students that the good news is everyone gets a 
perfect score. Bad news is you’ll never see your homework 
again. 

“I shared the story with my colleagues and almost everyone 
had a story of a lower life form destroying the grading pile: 
toddlers with crayons, cats tearing it apart, dogs eating it, 
teenagers spilling stuff, and more. I think it happens to all of 
us at least once.” 

Hannibaelichen13 commented on mizboring anecdote: 
“‘lower life form’ … ‘toddlers’ … okaaay.” 
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ThadisJones commented on Hannibaelichen13’s comment: 
“Toddlers are lower to the ground anyway.” 

AWichsBlackKitty commented, “Toddlers AND teenagers. 
But I do find it funny.” 

3) theknightmanager wrote, “One of my chem lab professors 
was passing back lab reports, and when she got to the girl 
who’s lab station was next to mine she asked her, ‘Do you 
like coffee?’ The student replied that yes, she does, so the 
professor says, ‘Good! Then I hope you don’t mind that I 
spilled coffee all over your lab report,’ and handed her a very 
brown and crinkly stack of papers.54 

55. “What’s Your Story Of When A Teacher Showed 
Obvious Favoritism?”  

1) thc-3po wrote: 

“I have a story of reverse-favoritism. I had a teacher in 
school who just hated this one girl for no reason. (Call the 
girl K.) Always gave her a hard time, would basically ignore 
her questions or write them off as stupid, always watched her 
to catch her with her phone out in class. It became this 
running joke because everyone could see it, but we had no 
idea why she picked this one girl to hate. She wasn’t a bad 
student at all. This same teacher also had a group of 
favorites, and I was one of them. 

“One day in class, we went to turn in homework and K says 
that she accidentally did the ‘warm-up’ problems instead of 
the ‘exercises’ in the book. They were numbered the same 
but under a different heading, so easy mistake to make if you 
were in a rush. Teacher tells K that’s too bad, and she’ll have 

 
54 Source: Xplosion101, “Teachers of Reddit, what is the most 
ridiculous excuse for unfinished homework that you’ve ever heard?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 30 October 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2mx6pgy>. 
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to take a zero. I raise my hand and say that I did the same 
thing. Teacher is shocked, thinks for a second and gives us 
both an extension.” 

Note by David Bruce: I have to wonder whether thc-3po 
really did the warm-up problems or was simply trying to help 
K. 

2) Scroll-Queeen wrote: 

“I have a nice one. I loved school because it was my haven 
from my shitty home. I tried hard and followed the rules 
because it was nice having adults proud of me. But mainly I 
just blended in and did my work. 

“When I was about seven or eight, my teacher went on 
maternity leave and we had a substitute for about a month or 
so. She was amazing. She made school so fun. Everything 
we did was like a big fun project like listening to random 
classical music or going on nature walks; it was like she just 
enjoyed helping kids develop and didn’t give a fuck about 
the actual curriculum. She asked us to all write a book. And 
I chose to write one about cave people and a happy cave 
family. I spent literally hours illustrating my book and 
editing my story. I loved art and creative writing. 

“When I showed it to her, I will never forget the fuss she 
made. She held it up for the whole class to see and read it out 
and pointed out all the details in my drawings. She made it 
clear it was her total favourite and from then on treated me 
like her total teacher’s pet. 
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“I kept that book all these years, and I will never forget how 
amazing she made me feel.”55 

56. “What Is The Most Offensive Gift You Have Ever 
Received?” 

1) scottiebass wrote: 

“For the first few years after my wife and I got married, her 
mother used to go to a lot of yard/garage sales and bring us 
heaps of baby clothes as a ‘hint,’ even though we made it 
clear to her that we were absolutely not having kids (except 
furry four-legged ones). 

“As soon as she would leave, that shit immediately went into 
the back of the car and down the street to the nearest 
donation-bin, so I’m sure some families benefited from that 
at least.” 

2) AllRedditNoWork wrote: 

“A book about table manners and etiquette from Tiffany’s. 

“It came from a rich distant relative, the type who had 
nannies and boarding schools raise her kids, so I wasn’t 
exactly shocked that she thought my knowledge of salad 
forks wasn’t up to par at age nine. 

“To be honest, I was way more offended when we Did Secret 
Santa in Girl Scouts and I got a McDonald’s happy meal 
toy.” 

3) Toomuchweed476 wrote: 

“My aunt gave me a bag of makeup knowing full well I don’t 
ever wear it because I think it’s stupid. When I told her I 

 
55 Source: siryolk, “What’s your story of when a teacher showed 
obvious favoritism?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 October 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3o42prj>. 
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don’t wear it she told me, ‘Well, then you’re gonna start; it’s 
what women do. You’re not a real woman until you do.’ 

“Apparently having a vagina doesn’t make me female.” 

4) Nofreeupvotes wrote, “My mom, my own mother, bought 
me Head and Shoulders for CHRISTMAS. I unwrapped that 
shit in front of the whole family. I have never been so 
disrespected.” 

5) VxDeva80 wrote, “Slimfast from my brother. Joke is on 
him: He’s 20 stone now and I’m winning my battle to lose 
weight. But it bloody hurt at the time.”56 

57. “People Of Reddit, We’ve Heard Plenty Of Stories Of 
‘Bosses From Hell.’ What Are Your Stories Of The Best 
Boss / Manager You’ve Had?” 

1) Jessa07 wrote, “When my dad died, I found out at 
11:30pm. I was to be in the next day at 8am for 
breakfast/lunch service, and it was only me working it. I sent 
an email to my manager and explained, told him that I would 
come in for my shift, but that I’d need the next week off and 
I’d discuss it with him later on. I came in the next morning 
and starting setting up when in walks my manager. He 
stopped dead and asked, ‘What are you doing here? I didn’t 
expect to see you.’ I replied with a bit of a forced smile, 
‘Well I couldn’t just not come in. I’m the only one,’ and 
trailed off. He offered me a hug and told me about how, 
when his brother died unexpectedly a couple years ago, he 
didn’t take the time he needed to process it and it messed 
him up for a long time. He told me to take the rest of the day 
off, and however long I needed, to make this okay. I ended 

 
56 Source: harlsey, “What is the most offensive gift you have ever 
received?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 )ctober 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5xjush5>. 
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up taking 15 days off. I don’t know what he did, and I didn’t 
ask, but he somehow managed to arrange things so that I 
didn’t lose pay for most of those days. My pay was as if I’d 
taken just one or two days off, which was above and beyond 
what I expected from any employer. He didn’t want me to 
have something else to worry about during or after I returned 
to work. He put my well-being before profit, and I fucking 
took note. Great boss, excellent human being.” 

2) StanDarloard wrote: 

“I had a boss once who stood up for us at a meeting. They 
were discussing the totally unavoidable layoffs. And he told 
them, ‘If the executives including myself each take a 5% pay 
cut, we could keep everyone.’ 

“Of course, that’s not what happened.” 

3) texasbornandraised95 wrote: 

“I have a few. My husband was a front-end manager at a 
grocery store. While he was there, he had this lady ranting 
and they called a manager over. So here he came, she was 
very rude and said the cake she bought wasn’t good and 
wanted a refund. He looked at the cake that was more than 
halfway gone, and told her, ‘Looks like your guests enjoyed 
it just fine,’ and didn’t give her a refund on the sheer fact she 
was rude. He’s given refunds for less when the customer was 
nice to his employees since he didn’t care about the money. 

“He also was the go-to manager who would walk the teenage 
girl cashiers out to their cars if they didn’t feel safe. Once he 
actually saw a group of three dudes start to harass one of the 
cashiers. He got her to her car and called the cops on the 
dudes. 

“I’ve had two managers. The first one can be a bitch, like a 
huge bitch, but she was always nice to me. Once I had a 
coworker talk crap about me when I was new and it just hurt 
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me because it was a lie and I didn’t want my reputation to be 
bad. I told my manager nearly in tears, and she was like, 
‘Look, don’t ever think I’m going to believe [co-worker] 
over you’. Ever since she tells me what [co-worker] has been 
saying about me and we just have a laugh about it. 

“My current one is about to retire. She always has my back 
when a nurse or doctor is on the department’s case. (I work 
in a hospital lab.) She will run interference and has taught 
me to not take their attitude too seriously.” 

4) oldmannew wrote: 

“My boss would give us a huge list of things he wanted 
accomplished. 

“He expected us to do the tasks well and complete them by 
the end of our shift. 

“He told us that if you do the tasks fast and correctly and 
finish early, then just relax — you’ve earned it. 

“We worked our asses off and then sat down and chilled out. 
That place ran so smoothly because of this.” 

5) GalaxiaGuy wrote: 

“Really simple one … 

“I work in a technical field, and I’m now basically as good 
at it as I could be at it, and the only possible career 
advancements involve doing less of the things I actually like 
doing (i.e., I would be doing management or training or 
something like that). 

“My last manager was quite happy for people like me to just 
stay doing what we were doing (while doing it well because 
of experience).” 

6) larrymoencurly wrote, “My boss because he wants 
employees to disagree with him and thinks yes-men are 
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meek or dishonest, and he said if he wanted such people he 
could save money by just talking to himself in the mirror.”57 

57. “What Celebrity Have You Met Who Was 
Surprisingly Nice?” 

1) AWholeLottaShite wrote: 

“A lot of Redditors mention Gordon Ramsay being lovely. 
My god-sister can confirm. She worked at a hotel restaurant 
in Cornwall where Ramsay vacations at regularly. She was 
so nervous she spilt something, but he just gave her a really 
fatherly warm smile and went, ‘No, it’s okay, my darling,’ 
and continued on with his conversation. 

“When I was a kid, my family took a trip to London and we 
were shopping in Harrod’s. Being the kid I was, I was 
running around while my parents shopped. I ran up to this 
man, looked up and said, ‘You look REAAAAAAAALLY 
familiar. Have we met?’ And he flashes a smile and says, 
‘No, but I get that a lot,’ and then he walks off. My dad came 
right over and went, “You do realise that was Mr. Bean you 
just spoke to, right?’” 

2) GodofWitsandWine wrote, “I don’t think anyone one 
would be surprised that Jeff Goldblum is nice, but I can attest 
to it. I was an extra in a movie with him. When he arrived on 
the scene, some nasty film crew woman was screaming at us 
not to bother him or ask for his autograph (which none of us 
had done). He must have heard her, because he turned right 
around and came over to talk to us.” 

 
57 Source: immeanandiknowit, “People of Reddit, we’ve heard plenty 
of stories of ‘bosses from Hell’. What are your stories of the best 
boss/manager you’ve had?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3g4oxcd>. 
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3) spwf wrote, “Will Smith. Worked a private event for him 
a couple years back. He made sure to thank each and every 
employee when he arrived and before he left. He had the best 
manners and was in such a jovial mood, joking around with 
the staff. Great guy.” 

4) Grootdrew wrote: “I work in the film industry. Weird Al 
is insanely fucking nice. Like, you ask him for a photo and 
he’ll make a 10-second video for your dad. Nice.” 

minipiemix wrote, “His was honestly one of the best 
concerts I’ve ever been to and I’ve seen a ton of bands. 
People laugh when I say that, but it’s true! Guy changed 
costumes at least seven times and never took a break!” 

5) slightly defective wrote: 

“Back when they were filming Lord of the Rings, all the 
hobbits: Elijah Wood (Frodo Baggins), Sean Astin 
(Samwise Gamgee), Billy Boyd (Peregrin Took), and 
Dominic Monaghan (Meriadoc Brandybuck), came into my 
mom’s video store and wanted to rent all of Peter Jackson’s 
movies. They were so excited to have a movie marathon, and 
I thought it was super cute. 

“Edit: They were nice. :)” 

CharlyVazquez commented: 

“‘But, you had a movie marathon early this morning.’  

“‘We had one, yes. But what about second marathon?’” 

6) flea902 wrote, “Paris Hilton — I didn’t meet her in 
person. But I worked for an airline answering phones as a 
supervisor. She called in to change her itinerary on New 
Year’s Day years ago when she was very much in the public 
eye. It would have been about 3:00 a.m. where she was, and 
I could hear the party going on in the background. She was 
my very first call of the morning where I was on the east 
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coast. It was 7:00 a.m. I was hungover as fuck, and in no 
mood to be at work. She was absolutely the nicest person to 
deal with. She was really sweet and patient, she made small 
talk while I changed her reservation, and she seemed 
genuinely kind. I was pleasantly surprised.” 

7) StanYelnats wrote, “I met Leonard Nimoy. William 
Shatner was a jerk and just wasn’t very nice at all. Leonard 
was incredibly cool. He was giving a talk at the place where 
I work and we all knew he was coming so we sat at a table 
outside near the entrance so we could see when he arrived. 
His security people led him from the car to the building and 
we said hello as he passed. They took him inside to a private 
green room to relax before he went on. To our surprise, after 
the handlers dropped him off at the green room, he came 
back outside, sat down with us and just hung out, we talked 
about food and cool places to see nearby. We just chatted 
like he was one of the crew. Class act guy. One of the neatest 
celebrity encounters I’ve had.” 

8) Helicoccter wrote, “Morgan Freeman. His jet is worked 
on by my family and he will commonly fly here on it and 
travel to one of his home residences (Memphis, TN or 
Oxford, MS) and acts EXACTLY as you would expect him 
to. Very cordial, very respectful, sets aside his time to speak 
with and take pics with people and acts as though he 
genuinely enjoys it.” 

9) catmama251 wrote, “I used to have a job as a backstage 
caterer. The best was Def Leppard, specifically Joe Elliott. 
Joe was very gracious, and a gentleman. He insisted on 
helping me serve the food, then insisted I eat with them. 
When I said I would get in trouble for that, he said he would 
fix it with my boss, and he did right then on the phone. When 
it was time for me to leave (I had to pick up my daughter 
from the sitter), he walked me to the front doors of the venue, 
kissed me on the cheek, and told me I was a wonderful lady. 
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He also made sure I was paid for the time I was there. My 
boss told me that Joe had told him that I was working the 
entire time (not true, I was eating, drinking, and relaxing). 
Then my boss handed me a sealed envelope. Inside was $500 
and a note from Joe thanking me for the service, and for 
being a ‘normal person’ around him. Lol, at the time, I really 
had no idea who he was. Not surprisingly, Def Leppard 
became one of my favorite bands.” 

10) advancedcasual wrote 

“It was my first time in NYC. Just got off the plane and had 
my luggage in hand walking to my airBnB. It was probably 
2 am and I heard a very distinct laugh; I looked across the 
alley and it was Sal from the Impractical Jokers standing 
outside of a comedy club smoking weed with his buddies. I 
went up and got a picture and talked about what to do in the 
city. I told him I’m from Oklahoma and he almost fell down 
laughing and said, ‘Nobody is really from Oklahoma!’ 

“It was great. Super cool dude.” 

Adavncedcausual added: “My fiancée and I booked the trip 
about four months in advance and (jokingly) I kept telling 
her, ‘I can’t wait to meet the Jokers!’ She constantly said I 
need to cool it. Then it happened before we could even get 
rid of our luggage. I told Sal that story and he said, ‘No way! 
That’s fucking crazy! There’s over eight million people in 
this city and you found me.’” 

11) unicacher wrote, “Dolly Parton is without a doubt one of 
the most polite, friendly, and welcoming human beings I 
have ever met. I was catering backstage at one of her 
concerts. My job was to prepare the buffet for the backstage 
guests and basically be invisible. She entered the room and 
greeted everybody like they were family. Then she saw me 
and my coworker and said, ‘Aw, come on over here. We’re 
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all family here!’ She made herself an equal to everybody in 
the room.” 

12) Human_Building_1368 wrote, “I met/ran into Robin 
Williams when I was 12. It was during TIFF, and my best 
friend lived in a condo pretty much on top of all the hot spots 
during the festival. I was walking to the subway and banged 
into him while crossing the street. Spilt his coffee and my 
orange juice all over him. Started to hysterically cry and try 
to get out how much I adored him. He could not have been 
lovelier or kinder. They say not to meet your heroes, but it 
made me love and adore him even more.” 

13) Klown1327 wrote, “Saw Breaking Benjamin right after 
they came back from hiatus. Sometime before their set, they 
did an interview with the local rock radio station on a small 
side stage outside the main stage. I would hang around there 
(especially if I had general seating tickets and had a 
guaranteed spot) because sometimes bands would hang 
around and you could meet the band and get pictures, all that 
cool stuff. After Breaking Benjamin finished their interview, 
Ben stayed on stage for a bit, signing stuff and talking with 
the crowd. A couple minutes pass, and I guess someone 
you’d call him his handler came and tried to get him off 
stage. Ben picked up a mic and basically said how thankful 
he was to the fans for sticking around while he got his life 
together, that we were the only reason he and the band could 
do what they do, so the least he could do was sign stuff for 
us, that he would stand on that stage signing stuff until he 
was physically removed from the stage. True to his word, he 
stood there signing anything and everything people sent up, 
phones, shoes, shirts, ticket stubs, receipts from the food 
stands, etc. Several times the handler would kinda tap on him 
like, ‘Ok, we gotta go now,’ but Ben just kept signing and 
talking to people. Finally the guy pretty much dragged him 
off stage. I’m not really an autograph person, but I’m pretty 
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sure everyone who wanted an autograph got one, if not two. 
Thought that was cool as shit.” 

14) Steffanlv wrote: 

“I’ve met a LOT of celebs during my life, but I kept seeing 
one particular celeb over and over and over again. I lived in 
Orlando and worked at Disney for a while. I live in Nevada 
now and have spent a lot of time at the casinos.  

“Many years ago while at Disney’s Downtown Boardwalk, 
I passed by Dean Cain (the Superman guy). I said out loud, 
‘Hey, there’s Dean Cain!!’ and he smiled, gave me a thumbs 
up and said ‘hi’ back. 

“One year later I was at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, 
specifically at the Forum Shops. Once again I pass by Dean 
Cain and proclaim out loud, ‘Hey, there’s Dean Cain!’ again 
and he turns, recognizes me and says, ‘Hey, I know you!’  

“Then a couple of years later, back at Disney, I was walking 
in one of the parks and I saw him again. I yelled, ‘Hey, 
there’s Dean Cain!’ and he doubled over with laughter and 
said, ‘Hey, that’s me!’ 

“I was pleased with myself and found the entire exchange, 
hilarious.” 

15) scottyrizz wrote, “Met Waka Flocka Flame at a mall. Not 
a huge fan of him but saw there was a few people getting 
pictures so my friends and I went over and figured why not. 
We were last in line and when it got to us, this huge dude (a 
bodyguard, I assume) got right in my face and yelled at me, 
‘No more pictures.’ Flocka just grabbed his shoulder and 
said, “Nah, man, one more is cool.’ He put his arm around 
us, took a cool pic, thanked us for the support, and then went 
off. Surprisingly chill guy.” 

16) tmptsitwm wrote: 
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“My old man went to high school with Brett Cullen — the 
guy who plays Thomas Wayne in Joker. My dad always 
talks about him in a positive way that one would about an 
old high school friend. 

“But when my mom died in 2017, he came back to Texas for 
the funeral and did nothing but support my dad, drink beer 
on the porch and shoot the shit. 

“Totally cool guy who has been busting his ass in Hollywood 
since the 80s on mostly bit parts. Glad to see him in bigger 
things.”58 

59. “What Is A Competition You Entered As A Joke But 
Ended Up Winning?” 

1) skrubbsvamp wrote, “A ‘guess how many meatballs in the 
jar’ contest at IKEA, I guessed 177 and I was correct. I won 
a giant stuffed animal tiger and I, a 30-year-old man with no 
kids, walked up on the stage in front of like 50 kids with their 
parents with the biggest smug face I’ve ever had to collect 
the prize.” 

2) reaganswritings wrote: 

“Hold on to your hats, because this is a lengthy one.  

“So my siblings and I for the longest time had entered this 
bike decorating contest for our town’s Fourth of July parade. 
All the kids would decorate their bikes and ride in the parade 
throwing candy and whatnot. It was intended for younger 
kids, so when I got to be fourteen, I mostly lost interest.  

“That year, my mom still wanted me to be a part of the 
parade even if I didn’t take part in the contest so my siblings 

 
58 Source: TheBreadMan42069, “What celebrity have you met that was 
surprisingly nice/rude?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5s9bgmd>. 
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wouldn’t be alone. I agreed, reluctantly, and per my mom’s 
request I decorated a wagon (minimal effort) so as to fit in 
with the crowd during the parade.  

“Well, once we arrived at the contest area, all the kids had 
their decorated bikes lined up in the parking lot to be judged 
and my wagon was off to the side. The judges came around 
making their decisions and when they made the 
announcement, my wagon won first place. 

“Yes. My wagon won the bike-decorating contest. 
Somehow it had gotten entered by mistake and judged, 
though how you mistake a hecking wagon for a child’s 
bicycle is far beyond me.  

“What made this whole ordeal even funnier was that my 
sister had gone completely all-out with her bike decorations 
and her bike got second place after my WAGON. She’s been 
bitter about that for years, and throughout the entire parade 
she rode her bike a little ways behind me glaring at my blue 
ribbon. I, of course, found the entire thing hilarious and my 
parents did, too.” 

3) ilcucf80 wrote: 

“When I was in college, there was this prize competition set 
up by the Student Union. Unfortunately, they set up their 
tables right in the middle of the hallways, blocking my 
entrance to get to class. I tried to move past them, but they 
were in the way, not budging, and insistent everyone must 
enter this drawing. So I filled out their card. I thought 
nothing of it, I just wanted to get to class on time and have 
them move. 

“A few days later in my student email there was a 
notification that I won and to go to the Student Union Hall 
and pick up my prizes. I was baffled at first, what’s this 
about, then I remembered. It was novelty things like a mug 
and a T-shirt if memory serves me right, nothing major, but 
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it’s funny: I entered this drawing only so they’d move out of 
my way. I had no intention or desire to win; I just wanted to 
get to class.” 

4) Allisade wrote: 

“In middle school I — a guy who rarely took my nose out of 
a book and hated everything athletic — was told to compete 
in an ‘Olympic’ challenge or I would fail Physical 
Education. 

“The school had like twenty things (mile run, hundred-yard 
dash, high jump, whatever). They had everybody compete in 
all of them and I had not been taking it seriously and my 
attitude or just being me, I don’t know, offended the teacher. 
I was 6’3” and in-shape-ish … I looked like I should be an 
athlete … I just liked books more. And he was always kinda 
pissed off at me for that. Or for not trying harder. Whatever. 

“I looked around the field, saw the frisbee throw ‘event,’ 
immediately decided that was exactly the amount of effort I 
was willing to put in, walked over and just launched it. I 
almost turned around to go back to my book as soon as it left 
my hand, but I watched it fly, just cause. 

“The wind came up at just the right moment and the thing 
SOARED. Like, you could see the moment where it started 
to fall and go down like a normal throw, then the wind got it 
and it went back up and just kept going. And going. And 
going. 

“The throw was 185 yards if I remember correctly. (It’s been 
a long time.) Almost two football fields in length. I had to 
get up at an assembly and get a certificate for breaking the 
school record. Others were up there for hard work, natural 
talent, or just being better than the other kids — I got to stand 
up there because the wind likes me. 

“I’m still the champion. Woo!” 
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5) Backbeatking wrote, “A band I played in was playing a 
large Halloween party in the early 1990’s. A friend played 
an opening set on acoustic guitar. He was not in costume. He 
had long hair and a shaggy beard, and he was wearing bib 
overalls with flip-flops on his feet. A couple of hours into 
the night, the MC announced there were 10 finalists in the 
costume contest and started calling various people to the 
stage. At one point he announced ‘The Hippie.’ No one 
responded. He called again for ‘The Hippie,’ and I said to 
my friend, ‘I think he means you.’ He went up to the stage, 
then paraded around with the other contestants. He won 
second prize.”59 

60. “What Is Something That Happened At Your School 
That You Remember To This Day?” 

CrystalWeim wrote: 

“Seventh grade and our entire school burned down to the 
ground. Students were automatically transferred to the only 
other junior high in the area. We lived on a street with one 
other house and two boys rode the bus with me. Assholes to 
the core. They were previously caught for feeding poison to 
dogs in the area.  

“Anyway, just the three of us rode that bus. They were 
bragging about burning down our school. A new school that 
was only one year old. Fast forward one year and I’m sitting 
in class and two FBI agents badges displayed on their suit 
jackets came and took ME out of class. I was petrified. I had 
no reason to be, but hey, it’s not your every day at school 
that the FBI comes and hauls your butt out of class. Of 
course, it had to do with the school fire — the arson. I told 

 
59 Source: Babycrusher69420, “What is a competition you entered as a 
joke but ended up winning?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxuxre2v>. 
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the FRI agents word for word what these jerks said and 
where they lived. The jerks were taken in the investigation 
and were tried and convicted.  

“Fast forward another school year sitting in class and yep, 
the same two FBI agents came into my class hauling me out. 
They took me to the office and there’s my dad. My dad was 
supposed to be 150 miles away in another city working. My 
heart sunk when I saw my dad. My dad stood up and handed 
me an envelope. Inside was a $3,500 check from the state’s 
insurance council. I finally took a breath.”60 

  

 
60 Source: coolboi_443, “What is something that happened at your 
school that you remember to this day?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3gadru5>. 
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Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “People Who Absolutely Love Their Lives, What’s 
Your Story?” 

1) Suuperday wrote: 

“Got kinda pissed about climate change and decided to do 
something about it, even if it’s only something small. So I 
planted four fruit trees. I really enjoyed seeing them grow 
the next year and even got my first peach in that next year. 
It kinda blew my mind to be honest, and it woke something 
primal up inside me. I almost felt like a caveman, foraging 
my land. 

“I loved it, and just kept planting. My property is now over 
1000 trees, and I am planting about 10,000 per year or more 
on abandoned land. 

“I have been going for about five years on this now, and it’s 
so insanely rewarding to see little pocket forests that I 
planted popping up and growing. It’s also rewarding to see 
life move in and eat food that is starting to grow now because 
of an action I took years ago. Last year I decided to start 
documenting it, to hopefully inspire other people to follow 
and start doing it also. 

“I think a big part of loving life is to feel like your life has 
purpose. I have found mine.” 

2) PINK_GUYY wrote, “My name is Yoshikage Kira. I’m 
33 years old. My house is in the northeast section of Morioh, 
where all the villas are, and I am not married. I work as an 
employee for the Kame Yu department stores, and I get 
home every day by 8 PM at the latest. I don’t smoke, but I 
occasionally drink. I’m in bed by 11 PM, and make sure I 
get eight hours of sleep, no matter what. After having a glass 
of warm milk and doing about twenty minutes of stretches 
before going to bed, I usually have no problems sleeping 



 151 

until morning. Just like a baby, I wake up without any fatigue 
or stress in the morning. I was told there were no issues at 
my last check-up. I’m trying to explain that I’m a person who 
wishes to live a very quiet life. I take care not to trouble 
myself with any enemies, like winning and losing, that 
would cause me to lose sleep at night. That is how I deal with 
society, and I know that is what brings me happiness. 
However, if I were to fight I wouldn’t lose to anyone.” 

Note by David Bruce: Yoshikage Kira is a character in a 
game called JoJo’s Bizarre Adventure. 

3) Ace_of_Clubs wrote: 

“NBB (Never Be Bored) — that’s my personal mantra and 
it’s been keeping healthy, happy, and (sometimes) wealthy 
my entire life. 

“There’s so much to do, so much to read, so many 
instruments to learn, so many trails to hike, there’s literally 
zero reasons to be bored. Boredom spawns complacency, 
and complacency leads to a sedentary life, and I’m 
convinced a sedentary life is the root of a lot of modern 
problems. 

“I’m always moving, always working on a new personal 
project, always pushing at work. It’s hard at first, but you get 
out of it every ounce you put into it. 

“I love my job, I’m a writer for a major outdoor retailer. I 
would have never gotten this if it weren’t for NBB. I created 
my own website from the ground up and posted some stories 
of a few backpacking trips I’ve gone on. One thing led to 
another and now I’m sitting in my dream job at 26. 

“NBB, people, it’s the trick to a fun, fulfilling life.” 

Ace_of_Clubs added: 
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“I don’t really even know what got me into it in the first 
place. I just like being busy and I found that anticipating 
something keeps me going. So I’m always planning trips or 
working on a project. 

“It does help that I’m naturally enthusiastic and generally 
happy. I’m also very disciplined, but I want to say that came 
with practice over genetics. 

“I have yearly, monthly, and weekly goals. Maybe that’s a 
good place to start. Writing things out has always helped me 
achieve them.” 

FinancingTheFuture wrote, “Oh, wow, you’re a real nature 
enthusiast and have basically focused your energy, time, and 
stat points in this domain; good for you and thanks for 
sharing your positivity!” 

Ace_of_Clubs replied: 

“As a huge fan of Dungeons and Dragons, I can’t believe 
I’ve never thought of that. Like, where did I throw my stats 
into as I was going down life. 

“Yes, I’ve been a big fan of nature, and most of my life is 
surrounded in one way or another being outside. But I have 
to say, for a while it could have gone a few directions. I was 
briefly an account manager for the New York Philharmonic, 
a lot of my life has revolved around music, so that would 
have been a great fit. NBB has led me to learn how to play 
five instruments and I’m picking up the banjo now, so that 
would have been great. 

“I also worked in a robotics startup (think Boston 
Dynamics). I’m fascinated by sci-fi, engineering, and sales, 
so that could have also worked. 

“More than anything, I’ve been interested in writing. And 
that’s what really drove my career path.” 
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4) myfriendrichard wrote: 

“My life has been pretty awesome since I was 16 (I’m 40). 
It was pretty weird before that. 

“I’ve had a lot of good luck. At 16, some of the bad things 
left my life. My education improved. I married the right 
person. I managed to be moderately successful at something 
that fits my lifestyle. (I’ve never not had enough money.) I’m 
self-employed. My kids are easy, intelligent, and fun. I have 
lots of fun hobbies. I still have most of my friends from 
growing up and continually add new ones. And I’m still 
close to my dad. 

“That’s pretty much it. I do actually pray every morning for 
peace for myself, my family, and others. And amazingly, I 
have a lot of peace in my life.” 

5) Emu_on_the_loose wrote, “Got fat and stopped caring 
what other people think about it. Food is one of the great 
pleasures of life, and now I just eat whatever I want with no 
issues.” 

OfTheAtom commented, “Hedonism is an appropriate and 
fair response to reality.”61 

62. “What Is The Funniest Thing You’ve Seen Someone 
Do In A Serious Situation?” 

1) Back2Bach wrote: 

“The funniest was at a Confirmation liturgy: 

“When the bishop genuflected behind the altar after having 
elevated the host, he let out a resounding fart. 

 
61 Source: Think-Tale8710, “People who absolutely love their lives, 
what’s your story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2g2u5tk>. 
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“Immediately, the deacon put more incense in the thurible 
(censor) and smoked up the area in an effort to keep the altar 
boys from giggling and making faces during Mass.” 

2) RevengeoftheFunk wrote, “I worked at a bar and there 
was a drunk guy at the pool table and a big group of all 
bouncers from local bars. I knew there was about to be a fight 
and this guy was going to be pummeled, so I literally just 
walked up and grabbed him around his body with his arms 
at his sides and casually carried him across the bar and set 
him down outside. I probably saved his life. Another guy 
was like 4’9” and was yelling at my boss and she was like, 
‘Get him the fuck out of here,’ so I did the same thing, just 
came up behind him and set him down outside like a child. 
His little legs were swinging, but I’m 6’4” and 250 pounds 
at the time and probably on my 3rd Red Bull. I used to be 
able to sense trouble before it started and could intervene 
pretty quickly and defuse situations.” 

3) cloudywater1 wrote: 

“I was at the hospital for my pops to have a Gamma knife 
procedure, just me and my mom. 

“About 15 ft away is another family (husband, kids, 
grandkids, etc.) The entire room is very somber, since this is 
the waiting room for people waiting while loved ones have 
brain procedures. 

“Nurses roll grandma in via wheelchair, so everyone can 
wish her good luck and give hugs. At this point almost all of 
them are crying or at least teary eyed. 

“The entire room is trying to give them their privacy but it’s 
a smallish room. As one of the grandkids hugs her, we hear 
her say, ‘Squeeze gram tight." 

“Then this little blue-haired lady mid-hug rips the loudest 
fart I have ever heard. The entire room erupts into laughter, 
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She thanks her granddaughter and says, ‘See, I feel better 
already.’ 

“That was nearly 10 years ago, I hope she is still out there 
blowing up uncomfortable moments, with some more gas 
bombs.”62 

63. “What’s The Cutest Thing You Have Ever Seen?” 

1) CalistaBendel wrote, “A little boy went into the toy store 
by himself and picks the girliest doll he can find, pays for it 
with one of those tiny kid wallets, and asks if we could wrap 
it. When we were done, he walks out. Five meters away I see 
his mother and sister coming out of a store. He gives the 
present to his sister and says, ‘Happy birthday.’” 

2) imintobighair wrote, “I was on my way to work the other 
day and saw a little girl, maybe four or five years old, sneeze 
so hard it nearly knocked her backwards.”63 

64. What Is The Best Practical Joke Your Class Played 
On A Teacher? 

ApexInTheRough wrote: 

“This one’s pretty benign, but I have nowhere else to tell it. 

“THE BACKGROUND: 

“I took three years of German language class in high school. 
We affectionately referred to our teacher as ‘die Frau’ and 

 
62 Source: kangis_khan, “What is the funniest thing you’ve seen 
someone do in a serious situation?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 November 
2020 < https://tinyurl.com/y4bhymju>. 
63 Source: NayloLema20, “What’s the cutest thing you have ever 
seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2bqomlu>. 
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she was awesome. She was also good friends with the 
Spanish teacher who taught in the room next to her. 

“The period I had was split by lunch, so we’d have to wait 
for die Frau to come back from hers before we could get 
back in the room. Often, we’d be waiting with the Spanish 
class next door. 

“One day, late in the school year, we noticed a high 
resemblance between one of our classmates and one from the 
Spanish room. Some classmates hatched a plan, and the 
Spanish teacher was totally down for it. 

“We swapped the students. The one from our room, who 
went by ‘Kurt’ (with the soft ‘r’ that German uses) in class, 
sat in the Spanish classroom and we took the other one and 
started coaching him. He was keen but overwhelmed at the 
German crash course, so we gave him ‘Kurt’s’ baseball cap 
and had him keep his head down. 

“You see, it was an Overhead Projector day, so the lights 
were down, and Kurt’s seat was in the back of the classroom. 
We kept Not Kurt towards the rear of the crowd when we 
went in as die Frau prepared to get back into the lesson. Then 
we settled in. 

“THE RESULT: 

“Die Frau was nice and friendly and cheerful and no fool. 
She picked up on the energy from the class, heard the little 
titters and snickers, and wondered what was going on. 
Eventually she asked us, and we just snickered and giggled 
some more. She came to the conclusion she probably had 
something in her teeth, because she’d had a salad for lunch. 
So she, without thinking, looked at the nearest mirror she 
could find: the one at the top of the overhead projector, 
which was still on. 
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“So, yeah, she blinded herself for just a bit, and now we all 
had something we could openly chuckle about. She looks up, 
blinks a couple of times, and then asks, ‘Kurt?’ 

“I whip my head around (he was seated in the row behind 
me), and this guy bolts almost perfectly upright, deer-in-
headlights look on his face, and says, ‘Ish bin Koo-att!’ 
(which, if you know German, is a horrible mangling of it). 

“Cue the class breaking up, laughing. We got our Kurt back, 
die Frau had a good laugh with her teacher friend, and she 
explained what had been going through her head the whole 
time. God, I miss that class.”64 

65. “What’s The Best Thing Someone Has Ever Done For 
You?” 

1) Koekeloer_ wrote: 

“A family friend took on a mentor role in my life from when 
I was nine. He made sure I had school textbooks and school 
clothes, and he gave me monetary rewards for good marks 
at school. He tutored me in maths. When my train wreck 
mom had me drop out of school at 16 as she couldn’t afford 
care for my baby sister, this was the point where he offered 
to pay in full for the correspondence matric course that my 
mom had promised, but failed to actually pay for, and he 
ensured I had everything I needed to succeed. He arranged 
for me to move out and live at the YWCA and paid for it all. 
Every Thursday he took me out for lunch, replenished my 
fruit and snack stock and bought whatever stationery and 
school supplies I needed for the week. He died when I was 
18, right after he got me through matric, and he had just paid 
for my au pair course. 

 
64 Source: GiWolf, “What was the worst thing your class did?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 3 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2bpam4u>. 
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“Twenty years later my son bears his name, I have a tertiary 
education, and I live an excellent, privileged life. I don’t 
think I would be where I am if it weren’t for all that material 
help, and being told repeatedly as a child, ‘You’re a winner, 
I’d back you any day!’ If every underprivileged, neglected 
child had a Wain in their life, what a world it would be!” 

2) SoundoftheMagpie wrote: 

“The first time I ever had surgery, I was admitted to St. 
Mary’s Catholic Hospital in Seoul. The orderly wheeled 
down to an operating room and handed me off to an ER 
nurse. She wheeled me to the door of the operating room, but 
stopped before going in. 

“Then she stood next to my gurney and said a prayer over 
me. 

“I started crying because no one had ever done that for me. 
She did not know me, yet she prayed that my surgery would 
be successful.” 

3) Unbreakeable wrote: 

“An old classmate listened to me and didn’t let someone else 
interrupt me. 

“It’s a small thing and happened over ten years ago, but it 
was a very big deal for me. People just don’t care about each 
other, and I was struggling with my self-esteem a lot back 
then.” 

4) FreshColt wrote, “My mom once gave birth to me. That 
was pretty rad.” 

majesticballsack commented, “My mom did the same thing 
to me.” 

5) smellyslipper wrote: 
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“I had started a new corporate job in a new city, and I could 
afford only one suit. It was in my first week working when a 
freak rain front hit the city (the weather report was sun all 
week, so I didn’t bring my umbrella) and by the time it was 
time to leave for the day, it was a torrential downpour 
outside. I did not have a dryer in my tiny apartment, I had no 
other suit and no umbrella, and I caught public transport. I 
wasn’t allowed to stay in the office after hours, so I just 
sucked it up and stepped outside. I was miserable, suit 
getting sodden, my only heels full of street water, and I had 
to stand and wait in the rain for my tram — there was no 
shelter. It was getting dark and because it was in the business 
CBD [Central Business District], not many people were 
around. As I was shivering, all of a sudden a warm, dry 
something engulfed my back and the rain stopped. An older 
business man must have seen me drowning, and he left his 
building with his coat and umbrella and he placed his thick 
coat over my shoulders and just stood there next to me 
holding the umbrella, I cried and thanked him. When the 
tram came, I gave back his coat and thanked him one last 
time before I got onto my tram. 

“This was many, many years ago, but by freak chance if you 
are a business man who did this for a girl on Bourke St, 
Melbourne, Australia, several years ago I have never 
forgotten your kindness and I never will.” 

6) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “I was worried if I was being a good 
father when our oldest was three and his brother was one. 
My wife reassured me that I am, citing more than 100 
examples before sweetly embracing me.”65 

 
65 Source: headlight_, “What’s the best thing someone has ever done 
for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y68bczls>. 
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66. “Mall Santas, What’s The Weirdest Thing A Kid Has 
Asked For?” 

1) ylenoLretsiM wrote: 

“Obligatory not a mall Santa, but I used to be a helper elf for 
a mall Santa. One day there was this very sweet little girl, a 
bit shy, hiding behind her mom’s leg. Mom needed to give 
her a push to get her to come and sit on Santa’s lap and ask 
for something. 

“So she slowly makes her way to Santa and sits on his lap, 
and Santa asked in his Santa-like, jovial manner, ‘What 
would you like, little girl?’ And she mumbles something that 
sounded like ‘dough’ or ‘dow.’ He asks her to repeat herself, 
and she again says something that sounds very similar to 
‘dow.’ 

“Santa and I are very confused, wondering if this girl is 
asking for a stock. The mom looks extremely embarrassed 
and she comes up to us and tells us that she wants a dao. A 
dao, for those of you who don’t know, is a single-edged 
Chinese sword, similar to a broadsword. 

“Apparently, she wanted a massive sword so that she could 
protect her house from the ninjas who took her brother. Her 
brother enlisted in the army and had made up some story 
about why he had to go. 

“So this little girl’s one big request from Santa was a weapon 
to protect her household.” 

2) Back2Bach wrote: 

“The most memorable request was when I was a store Santa. 

“A little girl pointed to her mother standing nearby and 
whispered: ‘All I want for Christmas is a boyfriend for 
Mommy. Ever since Daddy died, she’s lonely and 
sometimes cries.’ 
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“Her pretty mom just smiled and waved, not realizing the 
request that had been made.”66 

67. “Translators Of Reddit, What’s The Funniest Thing 
You Ever Had To Translate?” 

1) HelpmeImAbox wrote: 

“I’m not a translator, but here’s something to tickle your 
funny bone. 

“During my stay in my home island, under the care of my 
aunt, I was learning our dialect. I was encouraged to use it 
whenever I could even if it was broken. There was one 
instance that made me think twice when speaking it. 

“One night, my niece and my older cousin and I were sent to 
a village by the hills to pick up some Bermuda grass for my 
aunt’s garden. I was conversing quite well with my older 
cousin in our dialect until we reached the area where patches 
of Bermuda grass were stacked up. 

“We readily prepared our sacks to collect them until I 
noticed there was a hole in mine. I ended up shouting louder 
than expected ‘Na pirit dyaken!’ 

“My cousin and niece busted out laughing. The neighbors 
who heard, shut off their TVs, and laughed in their homes 
and I laughed along thinking it was because I broke the 
nights silent. 

“My cousin then explain to me that although literal 
translation of what I said was ‘Mine broke!’ the idiomatic 
meaning of it was ‘I broke my vagina!’ 

 
66 Source: Hewwo_thew_OWO, “Mall Santas, what’s the weirdest 
thing a kid has asked for?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxl8wtht>. 
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“It was funny enough to say, but it was hilarious that 1/4th 
of the village heard it as a shout through the night.” 

2) Junk4U999 wrote, “I’m not a translator, but when I was 
in high school, we had foreign exchange students in our 
class. Some of them would choose English names for 
themselves. This one edgy kid wanted to name himself 
something along the lines of ‘enemy’ and decided his name 
would be ‘enema.’ The look on his face when the teacher 
told him to translate it back to his native language was 
priceless.”67 

68. “What Is The Stupidest Shit You’ve Ever Done?” 

starstarstar42 wrote: 

1) “I called the cops on myself because I thought I saw a 
ghost. 

“I was working midnight shift at an old movie theater. After 
the last person left, I confused the shadow of my torso 
reflecting onto the empty movie screen for a disembodied 
ghost. I ran and told the manager, and because I had planted 
the ‘ghost’ idea in his mind, he went in, saw his shadow and 
decided there was in fact a ghost, and called the cops. 

“A cop arrived, we told him what we thought we saw, he 
rolled his eyes at us and went into the theater. But we had 
planted the idea in his mind already, too, and he came out 
with his hand on his gun and a bit pale in the face. He called 
more cops. 

 
67 Source: The_EU_Bob_Ross, “Translators of reddit, what’s the 
funniest thing you ever had to translate?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6tr8exk>. 
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“A second cop arrived, went into the theater, realized we had 
seen our own shadows, and came out laughing his ass off at 
all three of us. 

“Manager and I were embarrassed, but oh, my God, that poor 
first cop. Eventually there were 10 cops there and some were 
laughing so hard at him that they had to support themselves 
on the sides of their squad cars. Between bouts of laughter, 
one made a spooky ghost sound, and another mimed putting 
him in handcuffs as they both laughed even harder, and that 
made all the rest of them completely lose their shit 
laughing.” 

2) Anthro10 wrote, “A couple of years ago the 4th of July 
was a few days away, so all of the stores had decorations and 
clothes with stars or red, white, and blue. In a busy clothing 
store I, with no hesitation, picked up a shirt with a blue star 
on it and across the clothing section I asked my mom, ‘Mom, 
when is the 4th of July?’ You can imagine how embarrassing 
that was when everyone turned and looked at me. I can only 
think of what was going through their minds.” 

Note by David Bruce: Maybe he was asking what day of the 
week July 4 was? 

3) NadaOmelet wrote, “Hit a golf ball onto a recently 
drained lake and decided it was playable from the ‘mud.’ On 
my third step onto the lake, I sank up to my chest. Took a 
chain of three people to pull me out, and my God the smell. 
Should’ve taken the penalty.”68 

 
68 Source: OneCoolCule, “What is the stupidest shit you’ve ever done?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 5 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4ht345q>. 
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69. “What Small Thing Did Someone Do For You That 
Meant The World?” 

1) AchyBones23 wrote: 

“My oldest son had just been diagnosed with autism at age 
three, and the younger kid was a baby. We went to this empty 
park with a walking trail here because no one was EVER 
there. Too much anxiety at that point to take my oldest to a 
park with other kids (and to be honest, when you do, most 
people take off). 

“So we’re walking the trail, we round a corner … and I see 
a dad and his young daughter. My anxiety starts flaring. My 
oldest rips free of me while I’m pushing the stroller, and I 
look and see the daughter’s ride-in Barbie car. FUCK. 

“I chase him, the dad is already up on us, and I am bracing 
for conflict, so I blurt out, ‘I’m sorry, he’s autistic.’ He 
laughs and says, ‘I’m a Special Ed teacher.’ 

“He and his daughter let my oldest take a ride in that car. I 
have never forgotten that kindness.” 

2) LongNectarine wrote, “I was recovering from surgery in 
the hospital. I was terrified and alone because of restrictions. 
I couldn’t get ahold of anyone because it was the middle of 
the night. The nurses were busy but wonderful. I was so 
scared when a gentleman knocked on the door and asked to 
clean the room. This angel from above slowly took his time 
to clean because he felt my fear of being alone. He must have 
stayed with me for nearly an hour. I know he spent his break 
in there, telling me stories until I fell asleep. Perfect stranger, 
you were everything to me that night.” 

3) H4un73dP4ndOr4 wrote, “I was a really insecure kid and 
had a low self-esteem. I was bumped up a grade in 
elementary and the older kids in class would make fun of me 
because I was the only light-skinned kid. One day they 
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started criticizing my appearance for looking old fashioned. 
A boy I admired who was a cool kid complimented me 
instead and said I reminded him of a princess. After that day 
no one said mean things directly to me again and I was able 
to actually talk to a few kids. I won’t forget his kindness.” 

4) galaxy_gina wrote, “I have epilepsy and the other day one 
of my coworkers who I’m friends with on Facebook shared 
a post about epilepsy awareness and what to do when 
someone has a seizure. None of my friends or family has 
ever posted anything like that to support me, so to have a guy 
who I just met a few months ago do it felt really nice and like 
someone actually cares about it other than myself.”69 

70. “What Compliment Was So Great That It 
Permanently Improved Your Self-Esteem?”  

1) CrashOverdrive wrote: 

“I grew up awkward and friendless. I made friends in 
college, but I quickly realized that the only reason we were 
friends is that we all liked to get drunk every week. 

“I recently reinvented myself and started hanging out with a 
different group of people, and when talking about 
relationship problems, one of them called me ‘charming as 
fuck.’ And now I think about that whenever I need a pick-
me-up.” 

2) gelana78 wrote, “This one was a nonverbal compliment. 
Within five minutes of arriving at a friend’s house for game 
night, their daughter, cat, and dog were sitting in my lap and 
lying by me. Whenever I get down on myself, I remember 

 
69 Source: FlightlessPhoenix, “What small thing did someone do for 
you that meant the world?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2v7nfy9>. 
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that, because if animals and children think I’m that great, I 
must be doing ok. They see to the quick of things.” 

3) Elsas-Queen: 

“A co-worker said this shortly before I quit my retail job, 
‘Losing you is like losing the light of this place.’ 

“I was never more than a cashier.” 

4) wendys420 wrote: 

“This will be long. I’m sorry. I don’t even know if the man 
who said this to me knows what it meant to me. And it’s so 
simple, too. 

“At one point in my life I was sexually harassed at my job. 
Horribly. It ended up getting physical and I had to go to 
management and he got fired. What stuck with me the 
longest (besides the physical things he did to me) is if I ever 
came in without makeup, he would look at me in disgust and 
ask me if I had any makeup in my car because he didn’t want 
to look at me. Not to toot my own horn, but I actually think 
I’m pretty conventionally attractive, and it was just a shock 
to have someone say that to me and it horribly hurt my self-
esteem. I didn’t leave my house without makeup caked on 
for over a year. 

“Flash forward to the job I’m at now, I had a manager who 
was quite a bitch, to be frank. She was very pretty, but she 
was obviously threatened by any other female who wasn’t 
ugly. She absolutely hated me. Eventually I started to get 
brave enough to not wear a shit ton of makeup on my face 
and started wearing lighter makeup. I heard her making a 
comment about me not wearing makeup and not caring about 
how I look to another coworker. 

“I was crushed. It took me back to that man at my last job 
and what he said to me. I didn’t cry, but I did tear up and 
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really wanted to cry. I walked to the break room where two 
of my good guy friends were hanging out and I told them 
that I just felt disgusting and wanted to go home. One of 
them looked at me shocked and said, ‘You don’t look 
disgusting. You look great!’ 

“It meant the world to me, and I don’t know if he knows that. 
I should tell him tomorrow.”70 

71. “People Of Reddit, It Is Said That Every Person Has 
Experienced At Least One Incident Or Event That 
Changes The Course Of Their Life. What Was Your 
Life-Changing Incident / Event?” 

1) SlowHardCurve wrote, “I was alone on my birthday about 
six years ago and I decided to treat myself to some pizza on 
the other side of the city. I rode my Vespa over and on the 
way back I saw that one of the roads through downtown was 
newly paved, so I changed my typical route so that I could 
ride on it. Halfway down the road I see about eight Vespas 
lined up in front of a cafe, so I stop to see what’s up. Turns 
out there’s a group that meets weekly to ride and have 
dinner, and they had been doing it for years. They invited me 
to ride with them and I’ve been doing it ever since. It’s 
turned into me having a really significant friend group and 
being part of a relatively niche but large community. That 
right turn really enriched my life greatly.” 

2) dinnerwlaundry wrote: 

“Truly moving away from home for the first time! I’d 
‘moved out’ when I was 21, but basically acted as caretaker 
for my parents’ neighbors’ house for three years. My gut told 

 
70 Source: 70. Outside_Art, “What compliment was so great that it 
permanently improved your self-esteem?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3bmpmen>. 
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me I absolutely had to leave or I’d die, so I found a job in the 
city a county over and got the fuck out of my hometown. 

“The feeling of peace and safety that I had after my first 
night in the new apartment was unprecedented. I wasn’t in 
the family fishbowl anymore! Deep down, I’d known that 
my parents, especially my dad, were huge drivers of my 
anxiety and depression, but as the days turned into weeks 
and then the weeks turned into months, it was undeniable 
that had been the case. Paired with working at a job in the 
trenches of the call center world, I discovered that I didn’t 
have to take verbal and emotional abuse anymore and that I 
was worthy of respect as a human being.” 

3) Razwog wrote: 

“On a whim I decided to take a German language class 
because I had no idea what take as an elective during my 
undergrad. 

“I ended up falling in love with the language, and German 
studies is now my second major along with Political Science. 
Now I can even speak at around a C1 level in German after 
two years of intense study! 

“I’ve been invited by German-speaking family friends to live 
with them in Austria after my undergrad is over to help them 
around the house a bit and be fully immersed in the language. 
I’m probably going to take them up on the offer. 

“The butterfly effect is crazy. If I hadn’t picked that course 
on a whim, my life and goals would be completely 
different.” 

4) NoneYa1981 wrote, “My first husband ran off with 
another woman right after we had our first child. It was 
devastating and really scary. It turned out to be a blessing in 
a way, though. It really motivated me to get a degree, which 
led to my job that affords us a very nice lifestyle. I’m happily 
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remarried now with another kid. It’s been 15 years since that 
day, and life has gotten better every year since. Life is what 
you make it.” 

5) KnockMeYourLobes wrote: 

“Post-high school, my parents gave me a choice of getting a 
job or finding a way to pay for some community college 
classes, since they couldn’t afford it and I didn’t want to use 
my pathetic savings (around $2,000). 

“I got a PELL grant and signed up for classes I thought 
would be the most fun that would also require the least 
amount of effort, because, well … I was 17. One of the 
classes I ended up taking was Technical Theater. I figured, 
well, I’m taking an acting/theater history class so why not, 
right? The Tech Theater class was right after my acting / 
theater history class, so I could go to acting and go out for a 
smoke between classes without having to worry about trying 
to haul my ass across campus to a different building. 

“The first day in class, about five minutes into it, this dude 
rushes in the side door and slams his ass into a front-row 
seat. His longish hair (it was just below his shoulders) was 
all messed up, he hadn’t shaved in what looked like a couple 
of days, his shirt was wrinkled and he was carrying a fucking 
briefcase. When he took his laptop out (this was 1996, so 
laptops were heavy, bulky things and kind of expensive) I 
thought, ‘What a nerd.’ This wasn’t helped by the fact that 
at the end of the class he stood up and turned around and I 
saw that A) his shirt had the name of an internet company 
whose phone number was 1-800-Be-A-Geek and B) he had 
these thiiiicc coke bottle lens glasses. 

“A few weeks later, he asked me out on a date and because 
I was bored, I said yes. 

“We’ve been married for almost 22 years now.” 
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6) Bacore wrote: 

“A buddy and I were beach bums down in Florida. I mean 
we were living out of a car, taking odd jobs every few weeks 
for cash, picking up cigarette butts from the side of the road 
(you haven’t really lived until you’re so broke a half cig 
found unbroken is a pleasure to smoke but I digress. One 
night we were so hungry we had a tartar sauce sandwich and 
I can tell you, nothing makes anything taste like nectar than 
starvation. But on the upside we had the sun, sand, and hot 
girls. 

“A guy asked us how long we had been down there and I was 
thinking about six weeks. I heard my bud say six months. 
The realization that I had wasted six months in the blink of 
an eye made me realize I could wake up next year and have 
been down there 30 years, no longer a beach bum, just a bum. 

“I left, went home to momma, got a job, went back to school 
and never looked back at poverty again.”71 

72. “At What Point Did You Realize Your Childhood 
Was Over?” 

Chromattix wrote, “I remember what was probably the last 
toy I bought with the intention of playing with it and then 
feeling a little embarrassed at the checkout when I noticed 
the cashier was probably only a couple of years older than I 
was and there she was working her first job and here I am 
still buying toys. I feel like that gap should be wider, granted 
I was slow to mature compared to normal people. But either 

 
71 Source: Dhruva57, “People of reddit, it is said that every person 
experienced at least one incident or event that changes the course of 
their life. What was your life changing incident/event?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 7 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2o8jpnj>. 
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way I didn’t fully enjoy it after that and knew that I’m done 
with toys now.” 

OddEpisode commented: 

“I have friends who never stopped collecting the action 
figures we did since we were in grade 4. 

“I’m in my forties now. Sometimes I find it ridiculous, but 
in other ways, I admire that they didn’t let the world change 
them.” 

CoredeliaGrace commented: 

“We used to have a guy at work who … I think he was like, 
three-five years older than me (I’m 38 now). He used to work 
in the front entry of the prison, and he was the first employee 
you encountered on his shift if you were coming in for 
whatever. He’d have a new Transformer or LEGO creation 
to work on during his downtime, and he’d proudly display it 
in the window for everyone to see when he was done. He 
gave zero fucks about being an adult playing with toys, and 
I hope you get back there after this incident. I understand 
where you were, and it breaks my heart that you felt you 
couldn’t enjoy any of that stuff afterwards. My oldest is 12, 
and my youngest nine … I don’t want them to ever feel like 
that. I’m literally tearing up thinking of kiddo-you realizing 
that the cashier wasn’t that much older, and then feeling 
ashamed for playing with toys still. 

“We should all endeavor to be like my friend. He sadly 
passed a few years ago, way too young … but he was always 
young at heart. RIP, Jamie.”72 

 
72 Source: jwex65, “At what point did you realize your childhood was 
over?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2fjqcth>. 
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73. “Redditors, What Was The Weirdest Thing That 
Happened To You At School?” 

CrazyDounat wrote, “There was a little wooden door in the 
wall. While I was a fifth grader, I saw a dude punching that 
tiny door on the wall. Over time I saw him more often do 
this. Two years later he finished school and as I saw him the 
last time, he told me that punching this wooden door is now 
my duty. Like every time you pass it, you punch it. It was 
like two times a day. In my next four years in school, I broke 
the damn wooden door two times and it got repaired. On one 
of my last days, I gave the duty to a seventh or eighth grader. 
I hope he is spreading the holy words.”73 

74. “Who’s One Stranger Whom You Remember? What 
Did They Do That Was So Memorable?” 

1) llama_problems wrote, “I was unemployed and homeless. 
Very, very little money. But, I had an interview in London. 
I managed to get a really cheap ticket and had to carefully 
plan my journey for a city I know very little about. I get on 
the train, the ticket lady approaches, sees my ticket and tells 
me it’s for the wrong train and that I have to buy a new ticket 
for £63. I had £60 on me for that entire day, including 
emergency money. Every emergency but this one 
apparently. I start to panic and I’m close to tears. A stranger 
overheard our conversation and asked the ticket lady if I 
could purchase a ticket with her Railcard. She says no a few 
times but eventually gives in and lets me buy a ticket with 
her Railcard, which gave me 1/3 off. Kindest stranger ever. 
Made me cry.” 

 
73 Source: yourlocaljoe00, “Redditors, what was the weirdest thing that 
happened to you at school?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxq5k8tx>. 
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2) Yexpier-you-madman wrote, “Once, while visiting Pére 
Lachaise Cemetery in Paris, France, we met an old man who 
asked us if we wanted to take a tour, with no more cost than 
what we decided to give him. We accepted and he was very 
invested in the history of the place, showed us all the relevant 
gravesites, and told us amazing stories. Once we finished 
and we paid him, we turned our backs for just one moment 
and when we looked again he was nowhere to be seen.” 

3) goldfish2358 wrote, “A guy on the street gave me his 
dinner when I was kicked out of the house, and he seemed to 
be way poorer than me.” 

pulchritudinous_bear commented, “Kind people never seem 
to let lack of resources stop them from being kind.” 

4) Queen_Oyster_Eyes wrote, “A homeless woman asked 
me for money. I didn’t have any cash on me, but I offered to 
buy her something to eat. I asked her what she wanted to eat. 
Her response was ‘Dicks.’ I didn’t think I heard her correctly 
and my friend was with me so I was a bit embarrassed. I 
asked again and she yelled ‘DICKS.’ I was super confused 
and growing redder in the face until the lady pointed at a 
burger joint called ‘Dicks’ right behind us. I was super 
relieved it was a burger joint.” 

5) advocatus_ebrius_est wrote: 

“I’ve told this story on Reddit before, but I like it so … 

“When I was a kid, I had a pretty troubled home life. The 
summer before ninth grade, I was basically by myself. 
School was fast approaching, and I needed to get school 
supplies. The nearest Walmart was miles away, so I needed 
to hitchhike. 

“Hitchhiking in Florida, in the August sun, sucks. Nobody 
would stop for me. I saw brand-new SUV after brand-new 
SUV of yuppies with Jesus Fish decals pass me by. Finally, 
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some old Latino dude with a busted-up sedan offered me a 
ride. He spoke almost no English, but did understand 
‘Walmart.’ He took me there, and even offered me a couple 
of bucks. I was too proud to take it, but I will always 
remember that guy. Good dude.” 

6) SlyBlue421 wrote: 

“A young lady. It was the first few weeks after school started 
again. That year, I had started taking the bus because of 
college classes. I was on my usual commute back home, but 
it was super crowded (as it usually was). I was squished in 
around the middle of the bus, where there were no seats. 

“My stop soon came, but as I tried to get through saying, 
‘Excuse me,’ the people around me wouldn’t budge, instead 
giving me annoyed looks. No one wanted to step off the bus 
to make room for me to pass through. (It started raining, so 
maybe that was why?) The next stop was really far off, so it 
would have been a real pain to walk all the way back. 

“Fed up, this lady standing next to me literally started 
pushing people, shouting, ‘Move and let her through!’ I was 
finally able to get off, and then she said, ‘You have to be 
more assertive, else you gonna keep being ignored.’” 

7) likeakike60 wrote: 

“I was visiting Paris for a few days as a tourist, I was stopped 
in the street by a man asking for help. He explained that his 
car had just been stolen, including all his belongings, and he 
was asking if he could borrow some money. 

“I have to admit I was feeling sorry for him. If his story was 
true, he was certainly in a difficult situation, and I enquired 
how much he was looking for, I thought maybe enough for 
a good meal. 
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“Any empathy I had for the man suddenly disappeared when 
he said, ‘Well, if you could manage a thousand Euro, that 
would help. I’d make sure you would get it all back.’”74 

75. “What’s The Most Profound Statement You’ve 
Heard That Is Extremely Simple And Uncomplicated, 
Yet Helped You The Most In Life?” 

1) Amplifiedsoul wrote: 

“My daughter was about two. She wanted me to play Barbie 
dolls with her. I said, ‘I don’t want to play Barbie. I’m a boy.’ 
Her response was very wise and profound for her age: 
‘You’re not a boy; you’re a daddy.’ 

“I now play many things with her and let her do my nails.” 

2) [deleted] wrote, “Recently I heard someone say, ‘Exercise 
because you love your body, not because you hate your 
body.’ I’ve been exercising and eating healthy for a long 
time, but I definitely struggle with body dysmorphia and 
hearing that kind of made me realize that I should change the 
way I think about things.” 

3) DarthContinent wrote: 

“‘Acknowledge, move on.’ 

“From a McDonald’s TV ad of all places. Just a way to keep 
myself centered and not dwell on things not worth dwelling 
upon.” 

4) Tokugawa wrote, “You deserve what you tolerate.” 

 
74 Source: pulchritudinous_bear, “Who’s one stranger that you 
remember? What did they do that was so memorable?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 9 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y36oaghc>. 
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5) Back2Bach wrote, “The secret of getting ahead is getting 
started.” 

Sixty-to-Zero commented, “The best time to plant a tree is 
10 years ago. The next best time to plant a tree is right now.” 

6) BigBodyBuzz07 wrote, “Hard work beats talent when 
talent doesn’t work hard.”75 

76. “Who’s That One Stranger You Still Remember?” 

1) lacifer1987 wrote, “I was buying my boyfriend shoes he 
wanted for Christmas. I was young (17) and had just exactly 
enough for his shoes. While waiting in line, I noticed a pair 
of boots that would look PERFECT with the outfit I had 
picked to wear on Christmas. I pointed them out to my 
friend, who agreed they would be great and I should get 
them. I raised the box I had with my boyfriend’s shoes and 
said, ‘I can’t. I have only enough for this gift.’ There was a 
woman in the store with a shopping cart filled with items 
purchased at another store just kinda sitting there looking out 
of place and in the way. She turned and said, ‘Those shoes 
match your outfit?’ I shyly shook my head. She asked my 
size and said she wanted to buy me a present today. I cried I 
was so overwhelmed by her random generosity. I now try to 
buy random people ‘presents’ when I get the chance. Thanks 
again, Christmas angel. That was 16 years ago, and I never 
forgot.” 

2) pyongong wrote: 

 
75 Source: BlackEyedBroad, “What’s the most profound statement 
you’ve heard, that is extremely simple and uncomplicated yet helped 
you the most in life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2019 
<https://tinyurl.com/y72c3sbs>. 
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“The boy I served at my shop who gave me £20 tip for 
staying overtime to finish the work I was doing for him. 

“As a retail assistant, I still wonder what on earth made him 
want to tip more than the worth of the work itself, but it still 
makes me happy to think about. I still have that £20 saved in 
case I ever need emergency money, so thank you to the boy 
and I hope you’re doing well.” 

3) carmelacorleone wrote: 

“The sandwich guy at Jersey Mike’s. 

“My sister-in-law committed suicide in February and the 
family was not handling it well. My family had been 
planning the funeral on this day and my brother’s best friend 
and I decided to go pick up some dinner for everyone and we 
picked Jersey Mike’s. 

“I guess the sandwich guy noticed we were pretty somber 
because he asked if we were okay. I told him without going 
into detail that we’d had a death and we weren’t doing well. 
The sandwich guy told us he understood because his sister 
had died a few months before at age 24 and he still wasn’t 
over it. 

“I was a bit more comfortable sharing that my 24-year-old 
sister-in-law, whom I considered my sister, had died 
tragically just four days before. Eventually I was 
comfortable enough to share the cause of death. 

“He told us that eventually the pain becomes bearable and 
you start to remember them with love instead of regret. He 
ended up comping our sandwiches so we tipped him what 
we would have paid. 

“What struck me was that he didn’t offer thoughts and 
prayers, he didn’t offer platitudes or look away 
uncomfortably or try to change the subject like everyone else 
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had been doing when suicide is mentioned; he treated us like 
humans. He talked to us. He got on the same level when he 
didn’t have to. 

“It was a small bit of kindness during a very shitty time that 
I will never forgive, and he will never truly understand how 
much it meant to us. 

“Morehead City Jersey Mike’s sandwich guy, if you’re 
reading this, I will never forget you!” 

4) Slothman102 wrote, “When I was a kid on holiday in 
Spain, I was looking at a claw machine full of stuffed toys. 
I’d tried but failed. Some guy started having a go on it, and 
I said how I didn’t think it was possible. He won a stuffed 
parrot first time. He gave it to me and wandered off into the 
night.” 

5) Allsixs wrote, “Lady who gave me French fries in SeaTac. 
I was broke and hungry. Thank you, lady.”76 

77. “What Are Some Little Things Other People Have 
Done For You That Have Brought You Happiness In 
Stressful Times?” 

1) _so_anyways_ wrote, “When someone gives me random 
things because they remembered me mention that I liked it. 
Recently, my nephew gave me some lychee candies he saw 
at the store. He told his mom they should get them ‘because 
these are Nina’s favorite candies.’ Who knew the little punk 
was actually paying attention to the things I said.” 

2) Rachem95 wrote: 

 
76 Source: thelonewolfskk, “Who’s that one stranger you still 
remember?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y67f59c2>. 
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“I’ve been having a real tough time mentally recently and 
did my best to hide it from everyone. A couple weeks ago I 
had a bit of a break down in front of my parents. My mum 
being a classic mum did loads to try and help that I really 
appreciate. My dad, however, found it quite awkward but 
bought me a bottle of my favourite wine. 

“Closely following this and an accident my Significant Other 
and I were in, I told my father how I was feeling. A couple 
days later he gave me a card with a reassuring message 
telling me that it’ll all be okay and I’ve got it in me to fight 
whatever’s going on in my head.” 

3) Budget_Canteloupe wrote: 

“Brought over a meal, whether it was home cooked or 
takeout. Sometimes when things are super overwhelming, 
it’s such a relief to know that you don’t have to worry about 
making something to eat. 

“Offered to help me with mundane tasks, like loading the 
dishwasher or taking out the trash.” 

4) tmsanta wrote, “One day last year when I was having a 
really tough time with school, my boyfriend came over with 
a burger and onion rings from A&W for me and to cuddle 
for a while. It was exactly what I needed in the moment.” 

5) RequirementPositive wrote, “I told my boyfriend I was 
having period cramps, and he brought me two big bags of 
haribo gummies, my favorite. Love that guy.” 

6) Ilovebreaddddd wrote, “Hanging with my kids for an hour 
or two so I can take a nap.” 

7) taytay103 wrote, “Just now my dad came in randomly and 
cleaned my glasses and rubbed my back. Without me asking. 
I am having a rough night as I went to try on jeans and the 
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store (Urban Outfitters) didn’t have any in my size (size 31). 
Feeling down and not in the best place mentally.” 

8) Holybull79 wrote: 

“When I got really sick and was having trouble eating, 
friends brought me beef jerky and fries because they knew I 
loved those things. I had no idea that my friends knew that. 

“Another person confidently talked about me to other people 
and constantly complimented me in front of gorgeous girls. 
Nobody had ever done that before. It was so sweet and 
heartwarming.” 

9) legendary_chica wrote, “I told my friend I forgot to eat all 
day because of work stress, and he pulled up with a meal. 
Best thing anyone has ever done for me.”77 

78. “School Teachers Of Reddit, What Embarrassing 
Things Have You Learned About A Student’s Parents 
That You Pretend Not To Know?” 

talibob wrote, “I know what kind of underwear one of my 
kids’ mom wears. It was sticking to the kid’s nap blanket. I 
just stuck it in the kid’s backpack and pretended I never saw 
it.”78 

 
77 Source: marvelmami, “What are some little things other people have 
done for you that have brought you happiness in stressful times?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 10 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y62k4x6z>. 
78 Source: timehsaper, “School teachers of Reddit, what embarrassing 
things have you learned about your student’s parents that you pretend 
not to know?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5964wxw>. 
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79. “Fast Food Workers Of Reddit, What Was Your, 
‘Madam/Sir, This Is A Wendy’s Moment?” 

1) Cuchulainn71 wrote: 

“I had a buddy who used to pretend to be a fresh-off-the-boat 
African when we’d go to places after a bar. 

“He’d go to McDonald’s and ask for pizza (when they 
stopped selling it). He’d ask for burgers at Pizza Pizza, etc. 
One night he asked for pizza at McDonald’s and one of the 
employees slipped out, went next door, bought a slice, and 
came back. Slid it in a McD’s bag and charged him the price 
of a Big Mac combo for it. 

“He stopped after that.” 

Cuchulainn71 added, “We took the mick out him for it 
because he paid triple for what he would have if he had 
bought the slice himself.” 

2) csoup1414 wrote: 

“This was at a McDonald’s. 

“I was working drive-thru and a guy asked for a Whopper. 

I said, ‘Sir, we don’t have a Whopper; we have a Big Mac.’ 

“He asked me, ‘Wait, where am I?’  

“When I replied, ‘McDonald’s,’ he goes, ‘Sorry, I thought 
this was Wendy’s.’ 

“He was having a rough day.” 

3) MaskedMadness88 wrote: 

“I was at Denny’s (rarely eat there) and ordered the 
Breakfast Scrambler (the IHOP meal). The woman was NOT 
having it! She yells, ‘Dude, this is Dennys, we don’t sell that 
IHOP nonsense. Read the menu or leave.’ 
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“I left. Went to McDonald’s across the street.” 

4) Customerserviceisrough wrote, “I work at a visual safety 
company that mostly helps companies make sure they are 
OSHA compliant by selling signs, floor tape, labelers, and 
the like. People call us all the time because they google 
OSHA and we come up and they call without reading into 
what we actually do. The worst part is that they are usually 
calling to try and report a workplace violation. Often, they 
are emotional because of the nature of the violation and will 
instantly launch into the story the second I answer. I am sure 
you can imagine I hear some sad stories and I can’t actually 
help them, so I listen. I listen and tell them that they called 
the wrong place, but then I will coach them through how to 
actually report a violation. Give them the phone number and 
contacts of people I know who do work for the right agencies 
to help them. It’s so sad how many people need help being 
safe at work, especially right now with the pandemic.” 

Anthrosite commented, “You are a true hero. Too many 
people would just say, ‘Sorry, Bud, you got the wrong 
number,’ and then offer no help whatsoever getting you 
pointed in the right direction. It’s sad how many people have 
that ‘not my problem’ attitude, so your service is 
appreciated.” 

5) LizzieSAG wrote: 

“I worked nights at the only 24-hours McDonald’s in town. 
One night, we had a bunch of drunk bros in the restaurant 
who decided to play football during the post-bar closing 
rush. Using my best camp counselor voice, I told them I 
would confiscate their football if they threw it one more 
time. They did, I intercepted it and put it behind the counter. 
I told them to come pick it up before leaving. They forgot 
about it. 

“We all signed the football and it became our mascot.” 
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6) depressivedarkling wrote: 

“Dude came in demanding we fix his Whopper and make it 
right and he wants onion rings. ‘Welp, we don’t serve onion 
rings and we don’t serve the Whopper, sir. This is Wendy’s, 
Burger King is next door.’ 

“I’ve never seen a guy look so mortified in my life.”79 

80. “Who Is The Biggest Troll In History?” 

1) VictorBlimpmuscle wrote, “Theodore Hook — the 
perpetrator of the Berners Street hoax in London in 1810 in 
which Cook sent thousands of letters summoning all 
manners of various vendors and service people and 
physicians and dignitaries and others to all come to one 
random person’s home, literally shutting down a large part 
of London as they all descended upon the same address 
throughout the day, all while Cook and a friend sat watching 
from a house across the street, presumably laughing their 
asses off the whole time.” 

TannedCroissant commented: 

“Don’t undersell how crazy this was! I thought this was just 
the 1810 equivalent of pranking a bunch of pizza companies 
but after reading the wiki I realised this guy was on a whole 
other level. 

“Getting wedding cakes delivered! 

“Convincing the mayor of London to turn up. 

“TWELVE PIANOS! TWELVE! 

 
79 Source: DCS92 wrote, “Fast food workers of Reddit, what was your, 
‘Mam/Sir, this is a Wendys’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6tg3mgs>. 
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“The Archbishop of Canterbury! 

“Even priests expecting to deliver someone’s last rites. 
Personally I think the priests was a bit far, but it was the 
pianos that were key for me.” 

2) TheGermanMofo wrote: 

“There was a Prussian [Hauptmann von Köpenick] who 
managed to make an officer uniform out of scraps of 
clothing. He used it to convince a few guards on patrol to 
follow him into a government building, ordered the arrest of 
the man in charge, confiscated all the money personally, sent 
the arrested man to Berlin claiming it was all on order of the 
King. He then ditched the uniform, got on a train to Berlin 
him and managed to beat the guards there. He then sat back 
and watched the absolute confusion happen. 

“The guy was eventually arrested, but the public turned him 
into a celebrity and his actions were made into a play that 
was performed all over Germany. He wasn’t incarcerated for 
long, and after his release he lived an easy life from there 
on.” 

123garfield commented, “The Kaiser even was proud for 
this to happen because it showed how much the people 
trusted the authorities.” 

3) DrunkenGolfer wrote, “I live in Bermuda, as a ‘guest 
worker.’ There is a certain segment of the public that dislikes 
us job-stealing foreigners. They organized a protest march, 
agreeing to meet in a local park. It was next to my office, and 
I was passing through the park when they were wrapping up 
their opening speeches and pre-march prayer. As I walked 
by and they were getting ready to go, I shouted, ‘Follow me!’ 
and continued on my way. I looked up and the whole crowd 
was following me, and that is how I ended up leading a 
march against myself.” 
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4) ScarletCaptain wrote, “Technically this isn’t a troll since 
it was serving a purpose, but Admiral Nelson was escaping 
a French fleet when a man fell overboard. It was Nelson’s 
policy to never leave anyone behind so he turned his ship 
around to go pick him up. The French saw his ship turn back 
toward them, assumed he had reinforcements coming 
beyond the horizon, so they turned and ran.” 

5) redsusimao wrote, “Stephen Hawking was in an 
interview, when a cord was unplugged, and an alarm went 
off (this was before he was completely immobile), and he 
slumped in his chair. The people interviewing him were 
scared out of their minds, until they realized that he was all 
right, and chuckling at his joke. The cord and alarm were for 
a computer.” 

Darold_Duck commented, “Not to mention the meme about 
the multiverse where the interviewer asked if there was a 
world where he was smarter than Hawking. Hawking said, 
‘Yes, and one where you’re funny.’” 

writesgud commented, “Not sure if this qualifies as trolling, 
but I enjoyed hearing about his Time Traveler Party. He 
threw it and then advertised it only after the fact to see if it 
would in fact draw time travelers (or maybe it was just 
trolling).” 

Hysterical_Realist commented: 

“When Hawking made his guest appearance on Star Trek, he 
got a personal tour of the set by the show’s top producer. 
When they got to the Engineering Room with the warp core, 
Hawking said, ‘I’m working on that.’ 

“Another frequent prank he pulled — whenever he gave a 
lecture, he would always take time for Q&A afterwards 
(always limited because of the nature of how he spoke.) The 
format was, a person would ask the question, and they would 
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wait 15 minutes for him to compose his answer, then regroup 
so they could listen to his response. 

“At least once per lecture, he would wait those 15 minutes, 
and his answer would be only, ‘Yes.’” 

6) grubb_flowers wrote: 

“Marcel Duchamp who, among other fun things, submitted 
a urinal as an art piece to the Society of Independent Artists 
under a pseudonym, and then was part of the board that was 
set to approve pieces. […] 

“Love that dude. Plus he sparked an interesting discussion in 
art.” 

Nerdygras commented: 

“He is also responsible for a painting titled ‘LHOOQ.’ It was 
the Mona Lisa sporting a mustache and a wee goatee. 

“The letters in the title, when pronounced in French, sound 
very like ‘she has a hot ass.’” 

7) meploder89 wrote, “The dude who somehow got a 
network news program to say that a plane that crashed was 
piloted by four men with the names: 

“Hoo Lee Fuk 

“Sum Ting Wong 

“Wee Tu Lo 

“Bang Ding Ow.” 

Note by David Bruce: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VqjlhtKIToo 

8) Rorschach113 wrote: 
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“I posted this comment once on an AskReddit thread about 
the best ‘fuck it, I’ll do it myself’ moment in history, but I 
think the tale of the Agent Garbo, the double agent whose 
real name was Juan Pujol Garcia, applies here, too. He 
trolled Hitler and the Nazi regime so fucking hard it boggles 
the mind, and he didn’t merely get away with it — he was 
given an Iron Cross by them. 

“Okay, so it’s time for me to talk about Juan Pujol Garcia. 

“A hotel clerk and former unsuccessful chicken farmer, he 
was frustrated with the fascist government of Spain. And 
Germany’s warmongering was getting scary — France had 
fallen, the USSR and USA were both neutral so far, and only 
Britain was left to stand against the Nazis. 

“As he said years later, he believed he had to do something 
for the good of humanity. Even though, by all accounts, he 
was a nobody — just a hotel clerk and failed chicken farmer, 
who’d briefly served on both sides of the Spanish civil war, 
leaving with a dislike of Fascism and Communism both. 

“So Juan, naturally, decided to become a spy, and fuck over 
Hitler as hard as he could. Logical career move for a hotel 
clerk, I’m sure you’ll agree. But the British, who he wanted 
to help, weren’t interested — he’d asked to help at the 
embassy in Madrid several times. The Brits were all like, 
‘Who are you? Actually, never mind, we don’t care. You 
can’t do shit to help us and we don’t really trust you, so 
scram.’ 

“Juan, of course, was undeterred. He decided that the Nazis 
had to be destroyed, and he figured if would be easier to do 
so from within. So he reinvents himself as a fanatically 
fascist government official and applies to ‘help’ the Germans 
spy on the Brits, claiming he has a way to actually get 
undercover to Britain to spy on them. All of this is utter 
bullshit, of course. 
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“The Germans say, ‘Uh, sure, we could use the help,’ and 
hire him. Since he can’t get to Britain, he goes to Lisbon, 
Portugal, frequenting the library to learn about Britain so he 
can convincingly just Make Shit Up. He sends the German 
navy on a wild goose chase for a nonexistent naval convoy 
at the Mediterranean island of Malta. The Germans are 
convinced he’s the best spy they have in Britain. After all, 
the rest of them keep getting captured, except for the ones 
Garcia is recruiting. Or, rather, inventing. His recruits were 
as real as the Maltese convoy, which is to say, not even a 
little real. They did make good fall guys to blame when his 
‘intel’ was off. 

“The Brits, meanwhile, are looking for him, since the 
German codes they were breaking showed the Germans 
allegedly had a spy setting up a spy ring in Britain. But then 
they read his messages — Juan allegedly had a Scottish 
contact who ‘would do anything for a liter of wine.’ 

“That tipped the Brits off that someone was just fucking with 
German intel. I mean, metric system, anyone? A Scotsman 
who drinks WINE! Unrealistic. 

“So eventually the Lisbon British embassy tipped off MI6 
that this guy in Lisbon was trying to tell them he was literally 
a German intelligence agent and would like to help fight the 
Nazis please. 

“So they brought him to Britain, and gave him the codename 
Agent Garbo. He teamed up with MI6 where he continued to 
bullshit the Nazis with a combination of pure lies, true but 
useless intel, and useful intel that arrived just a bit too late to 
help the Germans at all. 

“He convinced the Germans that D-Day was a feint, not the 
main Allied invasion. That would come farther east at 
Calais, he convinced the Germans. The First US Army 
Group led by General Patton would lead it. 
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“The first US army group was made of divisions that didn’t 
exist, in an empty base, with inflated fake tanks and airplanes 
to convince German planes flying above Dover think it was 
legit. 

“The Germans kept a large number of troops and tank 
divisions back at Calais, to repel an invasion force that never 
landed. These troops could have stopped the Allied landings 
at Normandy. Instead they sat at Calais, doing nothing. 

“The Germans gave Pujol the Iron Cross 2nd class for his 
essential aid to the Nazi regime. The British government 
soon after made him a Member of the Order of the British 
Empire. 

“His German spy handler gave him his Iron Cross in person 
after the war, apologizing profusely for failing to win the war 
he’d helped them so much with. 

“I imagine it was difficult to keep a straight face for that 
conversation. 

“TLDR: Failed chicken farmer from Spain wages personal 
war of lies against Nazi Germany and wins!” 

Dolthra commented: 

“You forgot the reason the Brits were looking for him so 
hard: He accidentally guessed the location of an actual 
British convoy. This was a big part of the reason the 
Germans started trusting him so wholeheartedly, because he 
literally made up something that was actual useful intel. 

“Also, there was a time when the Germans shot down a plane 
that was flying from Portugal to London, and so Pujol made 
up a fictitious pilot who was a spy under him and reportedly 
gave the Nazis such an earful about how they could have 
killed this fake employee of his that they never shot down 
planes flying from Portugal to London again. 
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“He was also scared of retaliation from the Nazis if they 
found out his role as a double agent, so he faked going to 
Africa and dying of malaria while actually moving to 
Venezuela.” 

Osiris32 commented: 

“It goes so far beyond Garcia. 

Operation Fortitude was a British Intelligence operation to 
deceive German Intelligence (the Abwehr). It covered a 
HUGE number of personnel and locations, from Norway to 
Scotland to France to Portugal and Spain to the 
Mediterranean. And it was all designed to not just head-fake 
the Abwehr, but to trick them into thinking they were being 
head-faked. Many of the deceptions put in place were 
specifically designed to look like deceptions, which were 
then backed up by people like Garcia. It was so successful 
that even five full days AFTER D-Day, multiple members of 
German High Command, including Hitler, still believed that 
Calais was going to be the primary attack point. 

“This whole thing included sending soldiers out in jeeps with 
powerful radios to drive around the countryside sending fake 
radio transmissions, using fake tents and inflatable tanks to 
look like troop concentrations in wrong locations, 
disseminating false info through double agents, and even 
taking a homeless man’s corpse, dressing it up as a British 
officer, creating a detailed background, giving him a 
briefcase filled with false documentation pointing towards a 
Calais landing, putting the corpse in a plane, and crashing it 
off the Portuguese coast so that German spies could get a 
look at the fake documents, which were backed up by 
Garcia. 

“It’s honestly one of the greatest intelligence coups in 
military history.” 

9) Mr_Caterpillar wrote: 
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“In China there was the war of the three kingdoms: the Wei, 
Shu, and Wu. 

“Two of their armies met in battle and the smaller was out of 
arrows. They were separated by a river. One night, the leader 
of the smaller army stocked the front of their boats/rafts with 
straw bales and moved toward the opposing army over the 
river. They were immediately hailed with arrows. The men 
ducked behind the straw while the arrows stuck in the straw, 
undamaged. They then sailed away and yelled, ‘We thank 
you for the arrows! We will return them shortly!’ 

“This may just be a tall tale from Romance of the Three 
Kingdoms, but it may be true.” 

10) frachris87 wrote: 

“Gilles Corey. A farmer caught up in the Salem witch trials, 
he was sentenced to ‘pressing’ (being slowly crushed by 
heavy stones) to force him to make a plea. 

“Every time he was questioned, he simply said, ‘More 
weight.’ 

“He died without making a plea.” 

golfgrandslam commented, “If he pled innocent, they 
would’ve convicted him anyway and taken his property from 
his family. If he pled guilty, they would’ve convicted him 
and taken his property from his family. If you don’t enter a 
plea, the court at the time could not exercise jurisdiction over 
you. That’s why courts occasionally tortured people into 
making a plea. Since he didn’t enter a plea, the court couldn’t 
take all his shit.” 

11) DeificAtom93993 wrote, “Russians, and how they 
continuously retreated when Napoleon tried to attack them, 
resulting him giving up due to the situations his army was 
facing, like disease.” 
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FreshMarvin commented: 

“There is a fountain in Koblenz, Germany, built by a French 
General ‘in honor of the successful campaign against the 
Russians’ (written on the fountain in French). 

“When the Russians defeated Napoleon and came to 
Koblenz, they saw the fountain. Instead of tearing it down, 
the Russians added to the text in French): ‘Seen and 
approved by us, Russian commander of the city of 
Koblenz.’” 

12) anoukdaae wrote: 

“Steve Wilhite. 

“He invented the gif, then he won a Webby Award for it. 
Webby Award speeches are only allowed to be five words 
long. He went up and said, ‘It’s pronounced JIF, not GIF.’ 

“Jod himself could come down and tell me that, I wouldn’t 
believe it. It’s GIF. Forever. Bye.” 

13) JustAnotherAviatriz wrote, “Sergei Korolev. The dude 
was getting frustrated with the Soviet government because 
they weren’t interested in funding his space exploration 
projects, so he got his propaganda group to publish articles 
about how Russia was getting close to sending something 
into space. As expected, the US took the bait and started 
working on their satellite program, and the Soviet 
government freaked out when they saw the US doing that, 
so they funded Korolev’s projects. He and his group played 
them good.”80 

  

 
80 Source: drbdrtbdr, “Who is the biggest troll in history?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 12 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yytgmx2z>. 
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Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “Who Is The G.O.A.T [Greatest Of All Time] In Your 
Competition/Interest/Sport/Hobby? And What Makes 
Them The Greatest?” 

1) SpaghettiPunch wrote: 

“In math, Leonhard Euler. He discovered/invented 

• Euler’s formula, eix = cos(x) + isin(x), of which the 
famous equation eiπ + 1 = 0 is an example 

• Euler’s (other) formula V - E + F = 2 for convex 
polyhedra 

• The solution to the Basel problem 1/12 + 1/22 + 
1/32 + 1/42 + ... = π2/6 

• That the problem of the Seven Bridges of 
Koningsberg is unsolvable, basically starting the 
field of graph theory 

• The Euler-Mascheroni constant, γ = limn→∞ (1/1 + 
1/2 + 1/3 + ... + 1/n - log(n)) 

• That the sum of the prime reciprocials (1/2 + 1/3 + 
1/5 + 1/7 + 1/11 + 1/13 + ...) diverges. 

• A proof of Fermat’s Little Theorem, stating that if p 
is prime then ap - a is divisible by p for all whole 
numbers a. 

• Euler’s totient function φ, where for any natural 
number n, we have φ(n) equals the number of natural 
numbers k such that 1 ≤ k ≤ n and their greatest 
common divisor GCD(n, k) equals 1. 

• Euler’s theorem, if GCD(a, n) = 1, then aφ(n) ≡ 1 (mod 
n), where φ is the above totient function. 
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• The Euclid-Euler theorem, stating that n is an 
even perfect number if and only if n = 2k-1(2k-1) for 
some prime number 2k - 1 

• That 231-1 is prime 

• The initial formulation of the gamma function, which 
generalizes the factorial to non-integer values 

“Etc. And when he started going blind later in life, he said, 
‘Now I will have fewer distractions.’” 

JuRaJa commented, “Dude discovered so much shit, they 
started naming shit after the second dude to discover it cause 
it was too confusing to have everything named ‘Euler’s 
____.’” 

DenchBoy10 commented, “You lost me at ‘Math.’” 

2) The_Great_Leon wrote, “In formula 1 racing, Senna hit a 
wall and claimed that it was impossible for him to have hit 
that wall unless it had moved. They measured the wall and 
discovered that another crash had actually moved it less than 
an inch; if the wall hadn’t moved, Senna wouldn’t have hit 
it.” 

DukeSamuelGimes commented, “Senna be like: ‘Was it my 
bad driving? NO, it’s the course track that was wrong!’” 

TommyGames36 commented, “And he was RIGHT!”81 

82. “Can You Explain To An Australian What Makes 
You A ‘Loser’ In America?” 

02K30CI wrote: 

 
81 Source: JHXH, “Who is the G.O.A.T in your competition / interest / 
sport / hobby? And what makes them the greatest?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
12 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3jyax9e>. 
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“My old school bully still takes my lunch money. 

“But he does make a decent Subway sandwich.”82 

83. “To Anyone Who Has ‘Won A Date’ / ‘Spend The 
Day’ With A Celebrity, Musician, Athlete, Etc. Who Was 
It With And What Did You Do?” 

1) jman857 wrote: 

“I was in Toronto and won a contest in a win-a-date with a 
celebrity. 

“I had gone to the place where I was going to meet up with 
whoever I won a date with and it turned out to be Shawn 
Mendes. I’m a guy, by the way. 

“When we both realized what happened, I guess his manager 
read my name, which is Jesse, and assumed it was a girl’s 
name because they probably misspelled it as Jessie. We both 
laughed it off. We ended up just hanging out for the day 
because why not and he was actually pretty cool about it. 

“We went to a pool hall and played a couple of games and 
went to a bar for a bit. Real chill guy.” 

jman857 added, “Yeah, he really is a cool guy. He could 
have said that he didn’t want to waste the day with me, and 
I honestly wouldn’t have blamed him. But he said why not 
and we hung out. Awesome dude.” 

2) justmakinanaccount wrote, “My dad won a dinner with 
Charles Peanut Tillman when I was young. My dad wasn’t 
very into sports, but I was playing youth football at the time 
and my dad asked if he would rather go to one of our football 

 
82 Source: JulianUNE, “Can you explain to an Australian what makes 
you a ‘loser’ in America?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxtrwl38>. 
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practices instead. Tillman came and was absolutely 
awesome, gave our whole team lessons and advice, signed 
anything we wanted to be signed, an absolutely amazing 
guy.” 

3) theMAJdragon wrote: 

“Back in 2011 my friend’s dad won a contest for the Foo 
Fighters to play a set in his garage in Yonkers, NY. He was 
only allowed to invite a certain number of people to the 
show, and luckily my friend knew they were my favorite 
band, so I was one of the lucky attendees. 

“Before the band arrived, I got to play Taylor Hawkins’ 
drum kit while their tech guys set up the equipment. When 
the band finally arrived, there was like an hour of just 
hanging out with them. I remember talking to Dave Grohl 
and Pat Smear. It was insane. Also I believe I was so 
incredibly awkward because I didn’t know what to say 
because it was so surreal. 

“Then they played for like an hour. I was like two inches 
away the whole time. 

“Can’t even believe I was lucky enough for that to happen to 
me, and I owe my friend an enormous debt for one of the 
coolest days of my life. 

“(Also they had people filming. If you go on YouTube and 
search ‘Foo Fighters Garage Tour New York,’ you can see a 
clip of that day.)” 

4) Wretschko wrote: 

“My mom, who is Deaf, swears this story is true. 

“She said she was invited by a friend to hang out at a Phoenix 
resort for the day and she ended up in a sauna alone with a 
copy of the day’s newspaper. 
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“As she described it, ‘A HUGE black man entered the sauna. 
He was physically perfect! He smiled at me, said “Hi” and 
sat down at the other end of the bench. He tried to talk to me 
but realized I was Deaf and stopped talking. I kept reading 
the newspaper and then I started reading the sports section 
and saw a picture that looked very much like the man in the 
sauna with me! I pointed to him “You?” and showed him the 
picture. He smiled and shyly nodded like he was 
embarrassed!’ 

“It was Charles Barkley.” 

5) Blazong117 wrote, “Unrelated to the question, but does 
anyone here manage to keep in contact with the said 
celebrity after the ‘spend the day’ thing? I would feel kinda 
sad if I can only interact with someone for only a day in my 
lifetime.” 

BennyBingBong commented, “I’ve had an off-and-on pen 
pal relationship with Michael Keaton for a number of years. 
Very genuine guy, he’s helped me through some of the 
hardest times of my life to be honest. Some things I just can’t 
share with my best friend, Nick.” 

6) UrbanBanger wrote: 

“I drooled on my shoulder sitting next to [Australian actress] 
Isobel Lucas on a flight from Brisbane to Sydney in about 
2004. 

“I’d fallen asleep after a three-day bender before the plane 
took off. 

“She moved seats. Does it count?” 

7) thedrywitch wrote, “When I was about 14 or 15, I went to 
visit my grandpa who lived in Northern California. He had a 
boat moored at Bodega Bay and he let me know that the boat 
next to him was owned by a famous football coach and that 



 198 

I should mind my manners if we run into him. I was a 
teenage girl who didn’t give a shit about football. We get to 
the boat and sure enough this ‘old dude’ is sitting in a chair 
on the dock after catching some sort of fish he was proud of 
and my grandpa pulls up some chairs and we all talk for a 
bit. Pretty clear he and my grandpa do this a bit. Right before 
we leave, this guy asks if I want his autograph and I, in the 
way only snotty teenage girls can muster, say, ‘No, football 
is super boring and I don’t really get what the big deal is 
about it.’ That guy was Pete Carroll, who, at the time, 
coached the 49ers. I think my grandpa wanted to strangle 
me.”83 

84. “Retail Workers Of Reddit, What Was Your 
Favorite ‘Let Me Speak To Your Manager’ Moment?” 

1) Silthas_Darkfire wrote: 

“I worked at the big box store with the yellow tag. I had been 
there for 18 months as a cashier. We recently got a new Ops 
manager who came from computer sales and didn’t really 
know the registers that well. This happened during his first 
week as manager. 

“Me: Ok, sir, that will be $amount. 

“Customer: Fine, here. Tosses card onto the counter. 

“Card declined. 

“Me: Sorry, sir, your card declined. I can run it again or we 
can try another card if you’d like? 

 
83 Source: jjmoffitt, “To anyone who has ‘won a date’ / ‘spend the day’ 
with a celebrity, musician, athlete, etc. Who was it with and what did 
you do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4g8ssme>. 
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“Customer: Run it again, I know there’s over $1000 on that 
card and it should work. 

“Declined again. 

“Me: Sorry, sir, it has declined again. 

“Customer: It must work, is there anything else you can do 
to approve the sale? 

“Me: I can try to run it manually, but that will only help if 
your magnet strip is damaged. 

“Customer: Try that then. 

“Declined again. 

“Customer: There must be some way to force or bypass that, 
I know there is money on the card. 

“Me: I’m sorry, sir. If it’s declined by the card company, 
there is nothing I can do. 

“Customer: THIS IS BULLSHIT, I KNOW THERE IS 
MONEY ON THAT CARD. GET YOUR MANAGER 
NOW! 

“Me: Ok, sir, just a moment. 

“Manager approaches and stands behind the counter next to 
me. 

“Manager: Hello, sir, how can I help you? 

“Customer: YOUR EMPLOYEE KEEPS DECLINING MY 
CARD AND I KNOW THERE IS PLENTY OF MONEY 
ON THE CARD. YOU NEED TO OVERRIDE IT. 

“Manager attempts to run the card. Declined again. 

“Manager: Sorry, sir, it was declined. 
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“Customer: I KNOW THAT, YOU NEED TO OVERRIDE 
IT SO I CAN TAKE MY STUFF AND GO HOME. 

“Manager turns 90 degrees to face me. 

“Manager: It declined. Is there anything we can do to 
override it? 

“Me: No, sir, that decline is from the card company. There 
is nothing else we can do. 

“Manager turns 90 degrees back to angry customer. 

“Manager: I’m sorry sir, I spoken with one of our experts 
and he informs me there is nothing else we can do with this 
card. Would you like to sign up for our card and save 10% 
on your purchase today? 

“Customer angrily stomps out of the store.” 

2) steelgate601 wrote, “Coffee shop owner in my town had 
a guy come in one day and told her, ‘I ate here yesterday and 
your food made me sick all night. How about you give me a 
free sandwich today to make up for it?’ She (working behind 
the counter) says, ‘How about you fuck off and quit trying 
to scam me?’ He left. I laughed.” 

stormloop2005 commented, “If this was true, why would he 
go back there then?” 

3) bolivar-shagnasty wrote: 

“Back when Lowe’s used to have dedicated in-store 
installation sales teams, I worked as a contract coordinator. 

“This lady called us bitching about her carpet coming apart 
only a week or so after it was installed. 

“She was rightfully upset, and I wanted to fix her problem 
for her. But I couldn’t find any record of her in our system. 
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Her address wasn’t in any of our records. Her name wasn’t 
in any of our installations over the past few years. 

“I tried everything I could think of to find out more about 
her install. I called our flooring specialist. I called our 
independent contractors. Still, nothing. 

“She got pissed. Like, livid. She thought I was trying to shirk 
responsibility, so she asked to talk to a manager. 

“I felt defeated, but in this case I felt her request for 
escalation was justified. I transferred her to the acting store 
manager and he came back to our office to help me research. 

“He asked her to look for her installation folder at her house 
and she went digging for it and found it. 

“Finally! We could get her some help. 

“I could hear her on the handset my manager was using. 

“‘Oh. Wait a minute. This is a Home Depot folder. I think I 
fucked up and called you by mistake. Bye.’” 

4) jamescoxall wrote, “Not strictly retail but a casino. A 
member of the dealing staff had a minor medical issue as I 
was passing her table. I jumped in to take over the table while 
she nipped to the bathroom. A couple of minutes later, a chap 
came over to the table and wanted to play, but I refused to 
let him sit down as he was far too drunk. He went mental, 
demanding to speak to the manager, talking about how he 
was going to have me fired. I told him OK and to wait right 
there. I called over a different staff member, had them take 
over the table and stepped away, picked up my jacket, 
walked over to the drunk chap and said ‘Hi, I’m the manager. 
Let me show you the door.’” 

5) VicSwagger wrote, “Restaurants / bars are borderline 
retail, but it’s important, as a manager, that your staff knows 
there is a line that can be crossed — where the customer is 
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not always right. It’s been satisfying to see managers inform 
the patron that they’re in the wrong and convey that the 
establishment is willing to take the loss of your check, in 
order for you to leave — as they will not put up with that 
behavior. Once, a patron was very insulting to a waitress 
(lunch, no drinking involved; just a mean / angry diner). The 
manager-on-duty actually told the patron he should 
apologize to the waitress — the patron did apologize.” 

alkalinetaters wrote: 

“This happened to one of my coworkers. A customer told 
one of our bartenders that she looked like a ‘whore.’ My 
colleague comes into the back with tears in her eyes. 

“Our manager saw this, heard what had happened, marched 
up to the table and essentially told the customer she was a 
terrible person and was not welcome in the restaurant now 
or ever again. 

“It’s so hard as a young woman in a bar because your tips 
are directly tied to how you handle this stuff. A manager who 
has your back is invaluable.” 

6) Daerys82 wrote: 

“I was working at Walmart as a cashier a little over a decade 
ago the day before Thanksgiving. This guy comes through 
my lane with a flatbed the staff had gotten for him and it’s 
absolutely loaded with frozen turkeys. 

“I ring him through, give him his total, he hands me a check 
that was printed from his business and I note that the check 
is postdated. ‘I’m sorry. sir, the check is dated for tomorrow. 
I can’t accept it.’ 

“After going back and forth about how ‘it’ll all balance out 
tomorrow’ and me still refusing to accept it ,he demands a 
manager. The manager, of course, folds and says we’ll take 
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it. So I suspended the order, logged out of my register, 
stepped aside, and said, ‘Ok <manager>, here ya go!’ and 
motioned for him to take over the lane. 

“You could see the immediate panic in his eyes when he 
realized I was right, he was wrong, and he started imagining 
all the shit he’d have to deal with from the finance 
department when a post-dated check came through under his 
name.” 

7) MathsonShrooms wrote: 

“I work in a major supermarket chain in the UK. Once I had 
a customer who couldn’t speak any English and I couldn’t 
speak their language either so she got out her phone and 
proceeded to make me talk into it so it could get translated 
into her language and vice versa. I didn’t really mind this if 
it was only to locate a product or select something, but she 
was claiming the food she bought the other day was out of 
date. Turns out she actually bought it in the ‘reduced’ section 
where we put the food that’s going out of date on that day 
for a discounted price and tried to return it the next day for 
full price. 

“It got to the point where she demanded I got a manager 
simply because I refused to return this item as her receipt 
clearly stated it was a ‘reduced’ food product and with the 
date on the bottom of the receipt, I knew she was trying to 
scam us. This manager is an older woman in her 60s, doesn’t 
know anything about technology, but she had to try and do 
this Google translate into this woman’s phone. 

“After around five minutes of going back and forth, my 
manager just threw her hands up and said, ‘Fuck this, I don’t 
know what’s even going on, I’m not entertaining this,’ and 
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she barred the customer there and then. That was the day she 
became my favorite manager.”84 

85. “What’s A Very Wholesome Thing About You?” 

1) blissyb1 wrote, “This one is about my dad, not me. I’m 
nearly 14, and a couple years back I was at the grocery story 
with my dad. When we got outside, it was raining really 
hard. I got in the car and my dad piled the bags in the back. 
He took the cart to the cart-holder thing. He didn’t come 
back to the car for a while, so I looked over and he was 
helping an older woman get her groceries loaded. I don’t 
know why, particularly, but this has stuck with me. It was an 
easy thing to do, but many people wouldn’t think of it.” 

2) brucewayne1935 wrote: 

“My entire life I have hugged my mom when I say goodbye 
or go to bed. I’m 21 and in college now, so the hugs mean a 
lot more when I visit for a weekend. 

“I’m also sorta proud of myself because it looks like I’ve 
trained my nine-year-old brother to do the same thing.” 

Cute-Connection commented, “As a mum of 20-something-
year-olds, please know how much we treasure these hugs!” 

3) Tiberius-the-Cuddler wrote, “My username. I have made 
many Reddit friends thanks to it.” 

FreddyKrueger2021 commented, “You just gained another 
one. I wanna cuddle in my bed. Get in. It’s freezing and the 
windows are open. We’ll keep each other extra warm under 
my faux fur blanket.” 

 
84 Source: mrquin89, “Retail workers of reddit,what was your favorite 
‘let me speak to your manager’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3znkoma>. 
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Genocide_Fan commented, “I haven’t made any friends 
thanks to my username.” 

4) frankscarlett. wrote, “I love penguins so much. I cried the 
first time I saw them in person.” 

5) The_Sceptic_Lemur wrote, “I like to give / send my 
friends and colleagues surprise gifts every now and then. 
Nothing big usually, some sweets I know they like or a 
picture or small book or a fridge magnet or whatever I know 
they’d enjoy. It’s not intentional, but when I stumble over 
something I know they’d like, I just get it and give it to 
them.”85 

86. “What’s The Sweetest Thing A Kid Has Said To 
You?” 

1) cktk9 wrote, “A kid at the gym asked me if I was 
Wolverine.” 

2) Rav99 wrote, “A friend’s little daughter said to me and 
my wife, ‘You two are like Christmas.’” 

3) Briggsnotmyers wrote, “Recently a kindergartener could 
not pronounce my name and called me ‘Ms. Cool,’ so if you 
will excuse me, I’m just gonna go legally change my name 
to that. Bye.” 

fallingleaf commented: 

“I love kindergartners. I miss being that age myself. Before 
COVID, back in January, we had a field trip to the zoo with 
all the juniors at my high school and elementary schoolers 
from the nearby elementary school. I was a buddy to a 
kindergartner and a 3rd-grader from there, and on our way 

 
85 Source: keith-phy, “What’s a very wholesome thing about you?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 14 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2a5a7e8>. 
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back, we stopped at the elementary school. The teachers who 
were chaperoning gave us 15 minutes for the little kids to 
show us their classrooms and the school and such. They 
showed me their classroom (oh, the nostalgia hit me hard), 
and with five minutes left or so we went to the basketball 
court outside. I practice half-court shots all the time and I’m 
pretty good at them, so after we were done there I told them, 
Watch this! and shot a couple that went off the rim. Then I 
shot one that swished. They were like ‘WOOOOOOOW!"‘ 
and the kindergartner said, ‘Half-court Superman!’ 

“Nobody besides them saw it, but it was pretty fun. I miss 
the pre-COVID days.” 

4) Katy-L-Wood wrote, “Back in college my figure-drawing 
class went to the seniors home next to campus to practice 
drawing pictures of older people. A woman asked me to 
draw her four-year-old visiting granddaughter. I was happy 
to, drew the picture, and gave it to them, and then  they left. 
Grandma was huffy and rude the whole time, but the girl was 
very sweet. Thought that was that. But then about fifteen 
minutes later, the little girl darted back into the room alone 
and gave me two crumpled dollar bills. ‘I wanted to give you 
my soda money since you drew such a pretty picture of me!’ 
And then she darted back out before I could respond. Best 
$2 I’ve ever made as an artist.” 

maribel21 commented, “I think it’s so sweet when little kids 
wanna give money. My little cousin who is five years 
younger than me gave me a dollar for my birthday and said, 
‘This dollar is for playing with me when we were little,’ and 
I still have that dollar and I’m never spending it 

GingerBeardedViking commented, “I was in a tight financial 
spot because of COVID back in June. My six-year-old 
daughter overheard me on the phone, walked up to me after 
I got off the phone, and handed me her piggy bank and gave 
me a hug. I didn’t take any money from it, but damn did that 
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one hit me like a brick in the face. Things are much better 
now.” 

5) illdoanything177 wrote, “I worked with kids with 
Asperger’s awhile back and this one kid, Peter, came 
running up to me SO excited. And he says, ‘GUESS what I 
HAVE in my POCKETS??’ So I asked what, and he goes 
‘NOTHING!’ And I’m like, ‘I guess that’s neat.’ And he 
goes ‘You don’t understand! Think of all the things I can put 
in them!’ Taught me a real-life lesson there. Thanks, Peter.” 

6) Gosenco wrote: 

“She said, ‘Your life will be spared.’ And then walked away. 
Nothing ominous about THAT! 

“Her dad then explained that this was basically her way of 
saying, ‘I’m upset, but not at you.’ Apparently she was 
having a bad day.” 

oopsushi commented, “I think you may have met 
Wednesday Addams.” 

7) mean-mommy- wrote: 

“My kids tell me I’m beautiful a lot and I can tell they 
genuinely mean it. I’m not beautiful by any stretch of the 
imagination, but it’s the only time I feel like I could be. 

“Edit: Thanks to all the sweet people who commented on 
this! My kids are gone this weekend and I’m feeling super 
alone, so it was really nice to read all the kind comments!” 

Travelgrrl commented: 

“This reminds me of a children’s book I read in the 1960’s, 
where a (Russian?) peasant girl has lost her mother at a 
festival. She keeps telling everyone: ‘My mother is the most 
beautiful woman in the world!’ so the villagers keep 
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bringing the prettiest ladies to the child, who won’t stop 
crying, because none of the lissome lasses are her mother. 

“Finally her mother appears. She’s drawn as sweet faced, but 
heavy set, with indifferent hair and clothes. Maybe missing 
a tooth or two? And the little girl sobs out: ‘There’s my 
beautiful mother!’ 

“Even as a child, that story got me.” 

8) r_e_I_n_n_e wrote, “I was wearing shorts and my niece 
looked at my stretch marks (I’m very insecure about them) 
and asked what they were, so I told her. Then she said, ‘Oh, 
I think they look really cool! They look like lightning bolts!’ 
Ever since then I’ve referred to my stretch marks as lightning 
bolts.” 

WackyDetective commented, “That just triggered a memory 
of my late father and now I am laughing. My dad had his leg 
amputated and we were at an outpatient clinic at the hospital. 
This cute little girl comes skipping along and had the saddest 
look in her eye and said, ‘OH, MY GOD! WHERE IS 
YOUR LEG!’ Her mother looked so horrified, and my Dad 
and I just burst out laughing.” 

niceyworldwide commented, “I did something similar as a 
child to a Vietnam vet. My mother was horrified, but the man 
was quite nice about it. He said you will never learn unless 
you ask questions!” 

WackyDetective commented, “My dad adored curious 
children. I was one such child and adult as my username 
suggests. He said my favorite word was ‘why?’ when I was 
a child.” 

8) bhamburguesa wrote, “I have COVID and have been 
quarantined in my bedroom for three days. My six-year-old 
keeps slipping ‘I love you, Mommy’ notes under the door. I 
love her.” 
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9) calvin73 wrote: 

“When my son was about two, he and my wife were singing 
‘The Wheels on the Bus.’ They were sitting in the other room 
going through all the verses (the driver on the bus, the babies 
on the bus, etc.) with my wife singing the lyrics and my son 
providing the appropriate response for what the various 
things and people do and / or say. They get to what is 
typically the last verse (the mommies on the bus say, ‘Shh, 
shh, shh’), but instead of ending the song my wife adds a 
verse. 

“From the other room I hear: 

“My wife: ‘The daddies on the bus say …’ 

“My son: ‘I love you.’ 

“Still makes me tear up thinking about it.” 

4ThaLolz commented, “That’s so sweet! My mom did this 
with my daughter when she was about two and a half. Her 
response to the ‘the mommies on the bus say …’ was a long 
pause, a sly smile, and a finger wagging ‘No no no.’ She 
knew what she was doing, and you bet your butt she still sells 
me out to grandma to this day!” 

10) HawaiianShirtsOR wrote: 

“‘Here, this can be your tip!’ 

“Needs context, though. I was delivering pizza to his house 
in late April (many years ago). His mom apologized for not 
having enough money to give me a tip. I told her it was no 
big deal. The kid ran off for about a minute as I exchanged 
the pizza for a check, and he returned with a little bag of 
Easter candy, which he gave to me.” 

HawaiianShirtsOR added, “I was enthusiastic. Something 
like, ‘THANK YOU! This is an awesome tip!’ followed by 
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something about often wishing for a treat during a long work 
shift. I do remember him exclaiming to his mom as I walked 
away, ‘He liked it!’”86 

87. “What Do You Love Most About Your Mom?” 

1) terseuse wrote: 

“She’ll drop truth bombs out of nowhere. A couple weeks 
ago, I was visiting her and we went to grab a bite to eat. 
We’re sitting outside eating and across the way was like five 
cars and maybe a dozen high school kids sitting in them 
blasting music, playing on their phones. She commented that 
that’s basically the only thing in town for the kids to do. I 
remarked when I was in high school at least we had good 
pot. 

“Without missing a beat, without even looking at me at all, 
she says, ‘I used to do your laundry. You never had good 
pot.’” 

2) SeritaAlverez wrote, “She grew up in a small town where 
nobody went to college. She was abused growing up, so she 
married right after high school. He abused her, too. She 
divorced him and went to college. Now she’s a doctor and 
has been married to my awesome dad for 30 years. She is a 
symbol of where hard work can get you, and she’s an 
awesome mother.” 

3) Artanis_Aximili wrote, “She’s my mom. There are many 
like her, but this one is mine.” 

4) KahBhume wrote: 

 
86 Source: flowersforfrogs, “What’s the sweetest thing a kid has said to 
you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyx8l4uo>. 
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“I loved how easily she laughed. My sister and I would make 
the lamest, stupidest jokes, and she would laugh as if it were 
the funniest thing in the world. My most vivid memory was 
at Thanksgiving dinner one year and I said a silly joke about 
chocolate milk being made by putting a brown cow through 
a juicer. She laugh for a good ten minutes straight, so much 
that it got the whole rest of the family laughing. 

“How she would support us kids in our interests even if she 
didn’t really know much about them. She would label 
Christmas gifts from the names of characters and sometimes 
even just words she heard from the games we played. I had 
a gift from ‘Zug Zug’ when I played Warcraft 2 on the 
family computer. 

“I love that she helped us not feel poor as we scraped by on 
a single teacher’s salary. She was an excellent seamstress 
and would constantly be sewing and patching up holes in our 
clothes and blankets. She made giant purses for herself and 
would sneak in snacks to the movie theater for us in that 
thing to avoid the overpriced concessions. Also, lots of 
cheap homemade meals supplemented by the value menu at 
the local fast food joints. We didn’t have a lot, but I never 
really felt poor. 

“Most of all, I loved how she always just showed how much 
she loved her kids, even when we were a pain. My mom was 
very religious, and even though I drifted away from her 
religion, she never once tried to guilt me or make me feel 
judged. None of her kids felt any need to rebel against our 
parents because they were both always a source of love. 

“I miss her very much.” 

5) Fixmy59bug wrote: 

“Her strength. 

“Not physical strength, but mental and emotional strength. 
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“In 1986, she and her husband of 10 years (who are also my 
aunt and uncle) adopted my sister and me when we were four 
and six respectively. She already had two boys of her own: 
aged six and nine. 

“In 1988, she lost her husband to melanoma. So now she was 
a widower with four kids. 

“In 1990, one of her other sisters got a divorce and had four  
kids of her own. In this divorce, she had to liquidate as per 
the divorce agreement. Mom has a big heart when it comes 
to family, so five more people move into the house. In two 
years, they move out and mom fosters two of my sister’s 
friends whose families basically abandon them. 

“In 1999, mom met a great man and they married in 2000. 
Well, Dad passed away this March to prostate cancer 
(#Fuck2020 and #FuckCancer). 

“I don’t know how, but she hasn’t wavered in her faith or 
convictions. 

“The strongest woman I know.” 

6) CollegeOdd3544 wrote, “My mom’s been dead a long 
time as she died when I was young. I don’t like that everyone 
made her into a saint. She wasn’t that. She had a rather 
wicked and dark sense of humor. I inherited that. She 
enjoyed breaking small rules, which was refreshing. 
Everyone always goes on about her do-goodism (she was a 
pediatric nurse) and her perfection. To me she was a bit of a 
hidden goth, and I loved that about her.” 

7) Dr_Skeleton wrote: 

“My mum tells me truths that I really don’t have to know. 

“Like the time she told me that she ALMOST got me a 
Gameboy (early 90’s and they were in high demand). I was 



 213 

so excited, until she told me that when she got to Toys R Us 
she decided that they looked rubbish, so didn’t bother. 

“I was devastated and had no idea why this story was 
warranted — I was seven. 

“Similarly, the time just before my 18th birthday when she 
told me she’d been saving up for a car for me for years and 
had about three grand saved, but then she needed it when our 
family moved house six months previously, so she’d spent it 
on that. 

“I have no idea why she thinks I need to hear these stories. 
Maybe to show me that her heart is in the right place? But 
they usually end with me ALMOST having a great day, but 
then not. 

“Mum, I was happier just assuming that Gameboys were too 
expensive and I’d never have asked for you for a car because 
that’d be far too presumptuous. 

“Just leave me in the safe, comfortable dark.”87 

88. “What Has Someone Done For You That Made A Big 
Impact On Your Life, That That Person Probably Never 
Knew The Significance Of?” 

1) manualpropulsion wrote, “‘A wheelchair is not a 
punishment, it’s a tool that gives you independence.’ Just an 
offhand remark by my occupational therapist, but it helped 
shift my thinking about my disability.” 

Healthem commented, “You have an excellent username.” 

2) el_pobbster commented: 

 
87 Source: StudebakerHotch, “What do you love most about your 
mom?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2zybvpw>. 
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“It was a professor whom I crossed in the halls of my college 
back in the day and whotold me how he was worried for me. 
He said I was one of the smartest students he’d ever taught, 
but he was worried I was going down a dark path. He told 
me to keep my head up and keep striving for the best. 

“When I finally reached rock bottom and decided to quit 
drugs and get sober, his words sounded loud in my mind and 
kept me going through the tough times. Now I’m four years 
sober and a year away from a degree in high-school 
education! Couldn’t be prouder! I only wish he hadn’t 
passed away, so I could thank him.” 

3) OnCloudTen wrote: 

“When I was in high school, I slacked off the first few years. 
It’s not that I wasn’t capable, but all my friends attended this 
one private school and I wasn’t a fan of our public high 
school. We were short on money, and this was a few years 
after my father passed away, so my mom just couldn’t afford 
to send me. 

“Needless to say, I failed a few courses freshman and 
sophomore year. It got to the point where I needed to attend 
summer school for one of the classes (ironically, it was 
biology — one of my favorite subjects). I attended the sign-
up session with my mom, where we stood in line for over an 
hour. We finally got to the front desk, and the lady 
mentioned that we had to pay $200 (obviously, because how 
else were teachers going to get paid for students to learn over 
the summer?) 

“I remember my mom pulling out her checkbook and signing 
the check without saying a word. She wasn’t disappointed. 
She wasn’t mad. She just signed the check as if it were her 
duty. 

“It was not her duty. It was my fault for choosing to slack 
off. It was my fault for her having to pay $200 when I 
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attended a free public school. We needed that money, but 
she gave it away without hesitation to help me. 

“That moment was a turning point — not just for high 
school, but for my life. I decided to focus on my studies, and 
I got straight A’s both junior and senior year. I graduated 
high school with six college credits and a little scholarship 
(for most improved). I attended college afterwards and have 
now been with my company for around four years. 

“To her, she was just paying $200 because her son decided 
to slack off, but to me, it meant the world and I 
will never forget that moment. 

“It was the best $200 we’ve ever spent. It changed my life.” 

_edi commented, “Motherly love is the only thing bigger 
than the universe.” 

4) roreymurphy wrote, “I had a teacher tell me, ‘You’re 
allowed to make mistakes, it’s okay.’ I now think of it every 
single day. For big and little decisions.” 

The_She_Ghost commented: 

“My teacher wrote on our syllabus, ‘In this class you are 
required to make mistakes.’ 

“Best-Effing-Sentence-I-Ever-Read!” 

5) armandomanatee wrote: 

“I met a lady in college. We got along well. Started having 
brunch every other Thursday after class. I was a depressed 
19-year-old idiot. She was a middle-aged woman with 
teenagers. But we jived well and enjoyed similar things. 

“She said one comment that saved my life. She casually 
mentioned that she suffered from depression and her 
therapist and medication were helping. She was the first 
person in my entire life who admitted to being depressed, 
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needing therapy, and wasn’t ashamed or thought it weird. I 
had never even met someone who had — gasp — an actual 
therapist (or actually admitted it). Growing up my family 
was the opposite. I grew up with, ‘There are kids starving in 
Africa, and you’ve got ___ and ___. You’re so lucky to be 
in a fortunate position. You can’t be depressed — you have 
___. Blah blah.’ 

“I had my suicide planned out, was horrifically depressed, 
self-harming, and faking ‘I’m fine’ all over the place. Her 
one comment is the ONLY thing that allowed me to seek 
help. And she had said it so casually. 

“I moved and we drifted apart. But six or so years later, I 
(more eloquently) wrote her what I wrote above. I told her 
that her minor comment had one of the greatest impacts in 
my life and to please come to my wedding. She did, and I 
got to hug her and meet her husband. Would recommend.” 

6) jk013x wrote, “When I was a little kid, my grandfather’s 
best friend told me, ‘It’s up to you to decide what makes you 
happy. Don’t let anyone decide that for you, not even your 
granddad.’ I’m sure he forgot about it soon after, but it’s one 
of my first concrete memories and is a big part of why I don’t 
hate my life.” 

7) KnittingforHouseelves wrote: 

“We have a professor at my university who is the world-top 
in his field. He is an old gentleman, seriously gives out 
Dumbledore vibes, and he is the kindest person. Once at his 
seminar (I was incredibly lucky to get there), I tried my best 
to always be prepared etc. and he noticed. He’d ask me the 
hard questions, remembered me by name, etc. One day I was 
unprepared due to some family drama, and once more, when 
nobody knew the answer, the professor asked me. He looked 
at me with a huge expectation and my heart sank because I 
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had no idea — so after a moment I decided to be honest and 
said, ‘I am very sorry, I don’t know.’ 

“I expected him to be disappointed in me, but instead he 
smiled and said, ‘Good answer, it takes a whole lot of 
courage to admit we don’t know. It is a skill any good 
academic needs to learn.’ 

“Ever since then I’ve been way more secure in my learning 
and have used this sentence to encourage my friends and 
now my students, too.” 

8) Cannabilisticchokie wrote, “Probably my second grade 
teacher. I had an absolute shit home life growing up. The 
summer before second grade, we moved to a new city. 
Before we moved, we lived in a very low-income area and I 
had a terrible education. When I got to my new school in 
second grade, I still couldn’t write and I really struggled to 
read. They were going to put me back in first grade and 
possibly put me in the remedial class. My teacher, though, 
knew how extremely low my self-esteem was and how much 
I hated myself and knew it would send me down a terrible 
path in life. So she begged the principal to let her work with 
me every day after school to catch me up. He only gave her 
the semester for me to show noticeable signs of progress or 
he was sending me back to first grade. Well, by the end of 
the semester I didn’t just make progress — I caught up to the 
students in the class. And by the end of the year, I was the 
top student in my class. From there on, I made straight As in 
every class I took through high school. I won grants for 
research in undergrad and won awards for my research and 
was even published. Then I went into the working world and 
now have my CPA and am very successful. All because she 
took a mere 30 minutes a day after class to work with me. If 
it wasn’t for her, I never would have escaped my home life 
and I probably would have never amounted to anything. She 
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really changed my life. I wish there were some way I could 
find her and thank her.” 

9) winterwitch563 wrote: 

“My professor saved my life, and I don’t know if she realized 
how much she did for me. 

“I (about 22 at the time) was taking a history class in college 
that didn’t relate to my major at all. At this time, I had a full 
load of classes, was just getting out of the military, and was 
engaged to a guy I had been dating for about two years. 

“I didn’t consciously realize it at the time, but the 
relationship I was in was very abusive. The military had left 
me so broken. (I don’t wanna go into details about this, but 
it had taken a huge toll on my self-worth and self-esteem and 
my fiancé at the time preyed on that.) 

“He would yell at me for not praying, and would force me 
to. He made me feel bad about everything I did, and I walked 
on eggshells. He said I was a whale, when in reality, I was 
underweight. He would scream at me and tell me I was a 
failure, how I should kill myself but that would be a sin so I 
couldn’t even do that. He controlled what I wore, who I saw. 
He was so charming at first, and this abuse creeped in so 
slowly that I didn’t even realize. 

“My female professor pulled me aside after class one day 
and asked me if I was okay. She said she noticed I was 
spacing out in class and my once-high grades were slipping. 
When she asked me, all at once I just realized that I was not 
okay. I started shaking and crying and she told me something 
like, ‘Don’t worry, sweetie. Talk to me.’ 

“She had me call my best friend to be with me, and then I 
told them what had been going on. She listened so intently. 
At the end, she reminded me of my worth and that she would 
help me. I realize now it was the push I needed. 
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“I called my fiancé and told him to get his things and kicked 
him out. Luckily he eventually left that evening (with a lot 
of fighting on his part, apologizing, telling me he would 
change, etc.). He kept coming back to the house to try to talk 
to me days following. Because of this, my professor paid for 
my locks to be changed. She also helped me get into the 
college’s therapy program that they offered to students and 
continued to ask me in passing once in a while how I was 
doing through the semester, but after the semester ended we 
lost touch. 

“I think about this often, how much this woman changed my 
life via a single question. I don’t know how long it would 
have taken for me to admit to myself what was happening to 
me, but she gave me the push and strength I needed to start 
a path towards recovery and finding myself again. 

“I hope she knows she saved my life. I’m sure she knew she 
was helping me, but I’m not sure she knew the enormity of 
what she did for me. I am forever grateful.”88 

89. “What Sounds Like Good Advice But Isn’t?” 

1) zazzlekdazzle wrote, “Being bullied? Just ignore them.” 

maleorderbride commented, “There’s clearly a cutoff age for 
that advice. Same with ‘he’s being mean to you because he 
likes you.’” 

The Past_Pastmaster wrote, “I used that one once to royally 
piss off one of my bullies. He knocked me over or something 

 
88 Source: insono95, “What has someone done for you that made a big 
impact on your life, that that person probably never knew the 
significance of?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y529u2pf>. 
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and I spontaneously said, ‘Awe. He’s being mean because 
he likes me. I like you, too, sweetums.’” 

matthiasXDDD commented, “That’s really funny and is one 
of these comebacks I would come up with 12 hours later.” 

SalaciousOwl commented, “In my opinion, there’s never an 
appropriate age for ‘he’s being mean to you because he likes 
you.’ My parents told me that if a boy pulled my hair because 
he liked me, hitting him was justified. If I got in trouble, I 
could just say I liked him back.” 

2) DeandParticular wrote, “Marry a doctor so you can live a 
better life.” My parents were never like this, but I had aunts 
and uncles who would tell their kids this regularly.” 

asciepius42 commented, “My wife married a doctor when I 
was still in college 13 years ago. I’m finishing training next 
year with 450K in debt and have spent the last eight years 
working 60-90 hour weeks. It’s a sweet life, man. Great 
advice, especially if it’s just for the money. /sarcasm” 

asciepius42 added, “Really, though. Med school is crazy 
expensive these days and we spend seven-11 years not 
making enough money to make payments on loans so the 
interest just builds. I always had to take out the maximum 
amount because I’m married and have kids, so there’s the 
debt.” 

But asciepius42 added, “I freaking love my job. Every day I 
go to work, I legitimately help people. I have a great 
relationship with most of my patients and I get to be there to 
help them through some really tough times. I get to work 
with a team of highly educated and highly motivated people 
to make good things happen for the people we look after. 
And yes, it’s a long hard road, but I somewhat knew that 
going in. And that kind of time and effort is what it takes to 
be competent in taking care of people. We are complex 
machines. Also, while the debt is crazy high, my original 
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plan was music education and my wife and I both grew up 
poor so we’ll be fine financially. Do I regret it? Some days I 
do. I’ve missed a lot of family events and worked through 
my 20’s and 30’s to get here, but mostly I love the choice 
I’ve made, and even more that I married someone who has 
stuck by me through all of it. Anyway, thanks for coming to 
my TED talk.” 

SugarRAM commented: 

“I used to do a stand-up joke about this advice. 

“Parents frequently try to give their children everything they 
never had. My parents definitely did this. The thing is, it 
doesn’t help anyone. 

“My dad grew up poor. He had nothing. But through hard 
work and determination, he put himself through college, he 
put himself through medical school, and he became a doctor. 

“My mom has a similar story. Growing up, she had even less 
than my dad. But she had determination and she worked hard 
and she (pause for effect) married a doctor. 

And yet here I am. A three-time college dropout who sells 
weed for a living." 

“In reality, my parents got married right after my dad 
graduated with his undergrad and my mom still had a year 
or two left to get hers. He went to medical school right away 
and after my mom got her degree in education, she supported 
them on her teacher’s salary while he was in school and then 
while he did his residency. 

“This was also 40 years ago when the student debt crisis 
wasn’t as bad as it is today, but it’s still damn impressive. 
After my dad finished his residency, they got pregnant with 
the first of their five children and my mom was able to retire 
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from teaching to be a Stay-at-Home Mom, which was always 
her dream. She went back to teaching when we were older. 

“They’ve had a truly great life and relationship, but it’s not 
due to my dad’s income. It’s because they love each other 
deeply and work well together as a team. 

“I guess my point is don’t not marry a doctor if you love each 
other. But if you’re doing it for the paycheck, you’re going 
to have a bad time.” 

SugarRAM added: 

“I want to marry a doctor. Nothing to do with the paycheck 
or anything gross like that. It’s because my dad is a doctor. 

“Growing up, I’d rarely go to the hospital because my dad 
would just treat us at home. So, as an adult, I have no idea 
when I should go to the hospital. And since I’m a broke, 29-
year-old stand-up comedian/actor, my dad is still my 
primary care physician even though we live five hours apart. 

“Whenever something is wrong with me, I send a picture of 
it to my dad. ‘Does this need stitches?’ ‘Why is this 
swollen?’ ‘Is my finger supposed to bend that way?’ He is 
dreading the day I get my first hemorrhoid. Whereas if I 
marry a doctor, my husband would probably be able to 
diagnose that hemorrhoid before I even know something is 
wrong. 

“Because of how often he’d be looking at my butthole.” 

And SugarRAM added, “This is just one of my stand-up bits. 
To my knowledge, I don’t have any chronic illnesses or 
conditions requiring constant care. Well, not physical ones. 
Mental health sure is a bitch, though.” 

3) zazzlekdazzel wrote: 

“‘Just be yourself.’ 
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“At heart, this isn’t bad advice, but it is too vague to really 
be useful to someone who needs it. Better put: Be cognizant 
that you want to make a good impression, but don’t do it in 
a way that misrepresents who you are or makes you 
uncomfortable.” 

TheBertinator3000 wrote, “I like ‘be the best version of 
yourself’ more. Spend some time and do some introspection. 
Keep the parts you like. Make a plan to change or eliminate 
the parts you don’t like. Not easy, but very rewarding.” 

SullivanVernon wrote: 

“Broke: Just be yourself. 

“Woke: Be the best version of yourself.” 

Nimkolp commented, “Largest brain: Be the best neighbor 
Mr. Rogers knows you can be.”89 

90. “Which Positive Thing In 2020 Was Or Is Currently 
Overshadowed By Corona?” 

1) TangoKilo421 wrote: 

“Wild polio was declared eradicated in Africa.” 

2) delightfuldinosaur wrote: 

• Thousands of rescue animals found homes due to an 
uptick in adoption. 

• Working remotely has proven to be a cost-effective 
alternative to office life for many, and it will lead to 
a permanent improvement in work-life balance after 
the pandemic. 

 
89 Source: charrotte, “What sounds like good advice but isn’t?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 16 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yx9s3jn6>. 
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• A Norwegian wind farm found that bird deaths from 
turbines can be cut down by 70% by painting 
turbines black. 

• Two Royal Navy sailors saved 27 people on a 
burning ship. 

• Animal Cruelty was made a federal felony in the US. 

• Pakistan is planting 10 Billion Trees while also 
providing jobs to thousands of out-of-work citizens. 

• New protections were put in place for Sea Turtles, 
Whales, and Dolphins from Drift Gillnets. 

• Green energy is becoming more widely adopted 
across the globe, and will soon (if not already) be 
cheaper than oil/coal. 

• Meat Alternatives are the fastest growing food type 
in the US. 

• Alzheimer’s research has made big strides in spite of 
the pandemic. 

Zinalaki commented, “I love you.” 

delightfuldinosaur replied, “I love you, too, friend.” 

3) GypsyBagelhands wrote, “Societally we have developed 
ways for many people to work from home, which very well 
could have long-lasting positive traffic and pollution 
impacts.”90 

 
90 Source: creativeasf, “Which positive thing in 2020 was or is 
currently overshadowed by corona?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 November 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2vlwaj5>. 
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91. “People Who Always Read The ‘Terms And 
Conditions,’ What Is The Most Troublesome Thing 
Users Agree To?” 

1) Lynata wrote: 

“This is the game-station.co.uk  prank: 

“By placing an order via this web site on the first day of the 
fourth month of the year 2010 Anno Domini, you agree to 
grant Us a non transferable option to claim, for now and for 
ever more, your immortal soul. 

“Should We wish to exercise this option, you agree to 
surrender your immortal soul, and any claim you may have 
on it, within 5 (five) working days of receiving written 
notification from gamesation.co.uk or one of its duly 
authorised minions. We reserve the right to serve such notice 
in 6 (six) foot high letters of fire, however we can accept no 
liability for any loss or damage caused by such an act. If you 
a) do not believe you have an immortal soul, b) have already 
given it to another party, or c) do not wish to grant Us such 
a license, please click the link below to nullify this sub-
clause and proceed with your transaction.” 

“The link led to a site that explained it was an April Fool’s 
prank and granted a £5 voucher on the purchase. 

“They also later sent out E-Mails to everyone who agreed to 
inform them they would be immediately nullifying any claim 
they had on their customers’ souls.” 

2) songbird808 wrote: 

“I worked for Target for a few months once. The short 
version of a contract I had to sign was: 

“Anything you create while employed by Target belongs to 
Target. 
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“I asked the Human Resources guy who was onboarding me 
if, in theory, I invented an app while I was employed, or 
painted a picture, if the Intellectual Property belonged to the 
company. He basically sighed and said yes. 

“I told him I would avoid pregnancy if I could help it. It 
lightened the mood in the room.”91 

92. “What Is The Worst Assignment You Have Ever Had 
In School?” 

1) OrangeTree81 wrote, “In several classes we got a ‘quiz’ 
in the beginning with 20 ‘questions.’ The instructions told us 
to read every question before starting. Beyond question 
number 3, everything was ridiculous, like ‘hop on one foot 
for a minute.’ Number 20 said, ‘Don’t do anything after 
number 3.’ So if you followed the instructions and read 
through everything you’d only write your number on the 
paper and not do all the stupid stuff.” 

2) nikareza wrote: 

“The worst homework assignment I ever had was a science 
project. I decided my own topic and decided to test how long 
it would take paper to decay under different circumstances. 
The reason why it was the worst was because I vastly 
underestimated the time it would take for the paper to 
complete the decomposition process. I thought it would just 
take a week or so (the amount of time I had for this particular 
project) but at the end of a week all my trials looked pretty 
much the same. I was so nervous to tell the teacher about my 
results because I thought she would be mad that I didn’t have 

 
91 Source: TheDude_816 wrote, “People who always read the ‘Terms 
and Conditions’, what is the most troublesome thing users agree to?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 16 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2dx6cda>. 
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any meaningful results. I spent a sleepless night and then 
drudged to school terrified of what might happen! 

“To my surprise, the teacher used my project as an example 
of how the scientific process works. She said that science is 
as much about not finding results as it is about finding them. 
By not finding anything at all, I learned something important 
about decomposition — that it takes a really long time! 
Before the experiment I didn’t understand that and now I do 
so the experiment was a success!” 

Larry_Hegs commented, “I wish all teachers were like that. 
Using your project as an example of how things don’t always 
go to plan is way better than failing you because you ‘didn’t 
meet expectations.’” 

3) Chum731 wrote, “In middle school I got assigned in a 
group project (four in the group) to do the pros and cons of 
Euthanasia. Thank god the smartest kid in the school was in 
our group because I thought it was Youth in Asia. The smart 
guy filled me in on what was going on before I opened my 
mouth and made a moron out of myself.”92 

93. “Women Of Reddit, Do You Ever Feel That You Are 
Treated Differently In A Negative Way By Strangers 
Because You Are Female, And How Do You Handle 
Those Situations?” 

retiredslut wrote: 

“I used to be a rooms controller at two different hotels. 
That’s basically a fancy job title for night audit but during 
the day. Part of my job entailed monitoring hotel occupancy 
and determining available rates, room types, etc. I’m a 

 
92 Source: beans155, “What is the worst assignment you have ever had 
in school?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4laov3r>. 
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computer nerd and this is a position that’s computer heavy 
so at 19, I had become a rooms controller for the largest hotel 
in my state. Managers and supervisors always defaulted to 
me on certain decisions because it was literally my job. I 
joked that I supervised work but not people so I don’t care 
when you go to lunch but I better not see your name pop up 
on my reports. 

“I wore the same uniform as the front desk staff because I 
was part of the front office and would often go through my 
work quickly so I could help out during rushes or cover 
breaks. 

“The number of male guests who would try to undermine me 
just for me to get a male manager who would literally turn 
around and ask me the same question and get the same 
answer was hilarious. 

“‘Let me check with my controller if that’s available.’ (Turns 
35 degrees to me) ‘Is it?’ Me: ‘Definitely not now, no.’”93 

94. “Women Of Reddit, What Is The Strangest / Oddest 
Tradition Your Family Has?” 

1) Dr_Julian_Helisent wrote, “It’s a now dead tradition, but 
it’s so weird that I have to share it. Growing up, my mom’s 
family had an annual ‘Corn-Stealing Night.’ (I know, very 
creatively named.) My grandma and whatever dude she was 
banging would dress up themselves and the kids in all black. 
They would then go to a farmer’s field and steal as much 
corn as they could carry. My mom loved it because they 

 
93 Source: mobula_ray, “Women of Reddit, do you ever feel that you 
are treated differently in a negative way by strangers because you are 
female, and how do you handle those situations?” Reddit. AskWomen. 
19 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4b7q6ke>. 
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would have so much extra food for a while. It’s kind of 
funny, but also really sad that my folks were so poor.” 

2) tinlissy wrote, “This is my in-laws’ tradition. Once they 
finish singing the traditional ‘Happy Birthday’ song, they 
add this at the end: ‘We love you, we do. We love you, we 
do. We loooovve you, dear [name]. WE LOOOOVVE YOU, 
WE DOOOOOO,’ and then they kinda howl at the end. They 
will do this anywhere without shame, restaurants, the park, 
voicemail, wherever the birthday song is being sung. I 
absolutely love it.” 

3) CatrionaShadowleaf wrote, “My family was very touchy-
feely compared to others I’ve seen! There were always lots 
of hugs, cuddles, even tickling (which I hate). My mother 
would frequently sweep us up and ballroom dance around 
the room. When someone is cooking, we think nothing of 
putting our hands on the person’s shoulders to get around 
them without startling them. It was a big surprise that this 
isn’t normal.” 

4) rachelanny wrote, “Singing ‘The Alligator King’ from 
Sesame Street instead of ‘Happy Birthday’ for my dad. End 
of the song goes, ‘You didn’t bring me diamonds or rubies, 
but you helped me up when I was down.’”94 

95. “What’s One Thing Your Mom Doesn’t Know About 
You?” 

1) elee0228 wrote: 

“Why I’m still single. 

“I DON’T KNOW, MOM! GEEZ!” 

 
94 Source: immasavage4432, “Women of Reddit, what is the 
strangest/odd tradition your family has?” Reddit. AskWomen. 19 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y65uy5nz>. 



 230 

azor_ahai commented, “I’d just feel bad telling her I’m not 
attractive enough. Like, I know she’d be sad for me. Plus, 
she’s like 50% responsible for how I look! So that’d 
probably also be kinda insulting ….” 

Wulphram commented: 

“I was being kind of a jerk to my little brother back in high 
school, and my mom told me, ‘Stop being so ugly.’ I 
responded, ‘I can’t, it’s genetic.’ 

“She was laughing too hard to kill me, but it was pretty clear 
I couldn’t survive that joke twice.” 

2) Squaragus_Asparagus wrote, “My handwriting was so 
bad when I was in middle school that she would help me 
write if she saw me struggling so I ‘practiced’ writing her 
name near her so she would sign her signature on a piece of 
paper and I traced it on a detention slip.” 

JustAGirlInTheWold commented, “My parents would be 
annoyed with all the syllabi and permission slips they had to 
sign for me and my sisters, so they encouraged us to forge it 
for them.” 

JustJules3 commented, “Yep. I signed for my mom once and 
told her. She was like, ‘Cool, keep doing that.’ 

“It was for stupid crap. Like ‘Do you give your high school 
student permission to watch this PG movie in science class? 
The film discusses genetics and has blood.’” 

3) You’re_late_for_tea wrote: 

“That I got fired from a job after they discovered I was 
stealing snacks (gas station). 

“It was dumb, but it racked up about $350 worth of unpaid 
food over the course of two months. The fact that my boss 
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decided not to press charges and to give me a second chance 
was a life lesson and I never, EVER did that again. 

“However, I don’t EVER want my mom or dad to find out.” 

4) noot314 wrote, “Nice try, Mom. I’ll never tell you my 
secret.”95 

96. “What Moment Was It You Found Out Something 
Surprising About Someone You Knew?” 

1) Back2Bach wrote: 

“The head librarian at our public library — someone I like 
and admire very much — was criticized for having a part-
time job in addition to her full-time position at the library. 

“Turns out she was donating 100% of her part-time income 
to support a local non-profit organization that feeds the 
homeless and destitute.” 

2) CheddarPoodle wrote: 

“As a kid, my grandpa was my hero. He just was the nicest 
man you’d ever meet. Remembered every person’s name he 
came in contact with. Would just chat with random people 
he’d just met. My brother and I used to joke that he could 
meet a serial killer and not be murdered, because he was just 
so nice. 

“I remember being about ten years old and being told about 
the tattoo on my grandpa’s arm. He had gotten it at 
Auschwitz. I couldn’t wrap my head around how someone 
could do something so terrible to my lovely grandfather. 
Certainly if Hitler had just met Papa he would have changed 

 
95 Source: Clean_Lice, “What’s one thing your mom doesn’t know 
about you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyhb237f>. 
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his mind. And, more so, I couldn’t believe that after 
everything he went through, my grandpa was never bitter or 
angry. He never held a grudge. He just wanted to live his life 
to the fullest for not just himself, but the family that he had 
lost.” 

3) soulless-one-97 wrote, “My calculus teacher was a 
member of the Jedi Council of Rio de Janeiro (a group of 
Star Wars fans from Rio in Brazil).”96 

97. “Reddit Night Guards, What Paranormal, Strange, 
Or Stressful Experiences Have You Had In The Course 
Of Your Work?” 

ScreamingChimichanga wrote: 

“I’ve got two stories that my mom told me when she was 
doing her security work. 

“The first time was when she was a teenager before she 
became a security officer. She was messing around in a 
graveyard with her mates and it started to get really foggy, 
so they went back to their car but it wouldn’t start. They went 
back into the graveyard and apologised, and then they went 
back to the car. It started and they drove off. 

“The second story was after about six months of her security 
work. She was guarding an abandoned house in the hills by 
the freeway that was yet to be renovated. She was in the 
kitchen when she heard a table being dragged across the 
floor in the living room. But the thing is, the whole house 
was empty, and there was no furniture. She went into the 
living room and it was ice cold, but only the living room, and 
there was no table in there. It was just an empty room that 

 
96 Source: Garrett8319, “What moment was it you found out something 
surprising about someone you knew?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2wp39e3>. 
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was super cold. She spent the rest of the time in that house 
away from the living room. She wasn’t afraid; she just didn’t 
want to disturb the ghost.” 

Inquisivert commented: 

“This reminds me of a time during my teens that my friends 
and I went into a cemetery at night to play the Ouija board 
on top of the roof of the mausoleum. On our way there, we 
heard the most gut-wrenching, primal wailing way off (huge 
cemetery) in the pitch-black darkness. It broke my heart and 
I instantly felt horrible for being there. I’ll never forget it. 

“But that same night, the Ouija board told all of us to be quiet 
and warned us the caretaker/guard was coming (some 
cemeteries rent out a house in the middle of the cemetery so 
someone is always there), and sure enough, when people 
snuck to the edge of the roof to look, he was down there, 
looking around with a flashlight, right at the base of the 
building. So a guard story but from the opposite perspective, 
I guess.”97 

98. “For Those Who Grew Up Poor, What Did You 
Consider A Luxury?” 

1) debtincarnate wrote, “Honestly didn’t know that Pasta 
Roni was 1$ until I was a grown-ass man. I thought that was 
some gourmet shit.” 

2) vvMario wrote: 

“I don’t know if anyone can relate, but in about third or 
maybe fourth grade, my twin brother and I had a music class 

 
97 Source: Nicolaspm33, “Reddit Night Guards, What paranormal, 
strange or stressful experiences have you had in the course of your 
work?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2pjdlzm>. 
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where we were both required to buy a recorder. (It’s like a 
plastic flute thing.) Well, my mom said we didn’t have the 
money so my twin brother and I tore the whole house up in 
search of $6 for two recorders. We brought a Ziploc bag full 
of change: pennies, nickels, dimes, etc. 

“I think the teacher felt sorry for us because she paid for our 
recorders when the rest of the students left the room. She 
gave us the Ziploc bag back. 

“Thank you, Mrs. Albrecht.” 

bageltricloud commented: 

“In high school, my boyfriend (who became my husband) 
and his family realized pretty early on that I was poor, and 
that my family was pretty dysfunctional. They really let me 
into their family and took care of me in a sweet, not pity, 
way. 

“I was super into art, so his mom found a neighborhood art 
teacher who did like basically small group art classes and it 
was so, so cool. Anyways, she usually charged like $100 for 
all the supplies, time, etc. My mom knew how excited I was, 
and I never asked for anything so she told me to ask the 
teacher to wait until her next paycheck. The teacher was like 
‘Sure!’ By the time I brought that check to her, I think my 
boyfriend’s mom talked to her, and she ripped it up and said 
I got a ‘scholarship’ for the class. Honestly, it gives me such 
good vibes thinking about it to this day.” 

ZenMoonstone commented, “It’s awesome you have two 
moms who love you. Your mom did her best to help you take 
the class and his mom, whether she paid for it or got you the 
scholarship, didn’t take credit for it to outshine your mom.” 

3) BussyDestroyer6969 wrote, “My mother used to consider 
any kind of cereal a luxury. They had only one box a month.” 
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4) swion wrote, “I grew up pretty poor in Arkansas in a 
trailer. I literally got a door to my bedroom for Christmas 
one year. It probably still is the best gift I ever received.” 

5) tabularasa1996 wrote, “Until the age of 12, I thought that 
you weren’t allowed to buy things that weren’t on sale. My 
mom bought things only when they were on sale and / or she 
had a coupon, so I thought that the ‘non-sale’ items weren’t 
being sold.” 

ShiraCheshire commented: 

“Same! My mom has a funny story about that one. 

“She says very little me was with her at the store, and I kept 
asking if random items were ‘for sale.’ She’d be confused 
but would say yes, and I’d ask if we could get them. She’d 
say no. 

“It took her a while to figure out that I had confused the terms 
‘for sale’ and ‘on sale.’ I knew we bought only things that 
were on sale, so I was asking if each thing was on sale before 
I asked for it.” 

Iampoom commented: 

“This is so cute that I have to share it and it’s sort of related 
to your comment. 

“When my daughter was learning to read, I would ask her to 
read random things in the store on the road, etc. One day 
we’re in the grocery store and while in the meat section she 
looks at me with a shocked look on her face and says, 
‘Mom!’ They sell lion here!’ I said no they don’t honey 
while looking at something else and obviously distracted 
with trying to buy food and keep count of what I’m spending. 
She wasn’t having it and said it again, forcing me to pay 
attention and ask her what kind of lion she thinks they are 
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selling to which she replied, ‘Not just any kind of lion, it’s 
Sir Lion.’” 

6) nhenderson wrote, “Going out to eat at a restaurant.” 

iniko wrote, “My parents won $1,500 in a lottery once. They 
bought a new sofa (to replace a 25-year-old sofa), bought a 
phone, and we went to a mid-range steakhouse — the first 
restaurant for whole family. I was 20.” 

glasnost commented: 

“Oh, I love this. I first ate steak at the age of 19, when my 
brother-in-law bought me one from, I think, Outback 
Steakhouse. It was like that pupil-expanding scene in 
Requiem for a Dream. I freaking loved it. 

“For a working-class kid raised on food stamps, I have a 
great appreciation for really good food today. For our 
anniversary, my wife and I went to a fancy sushi place, and 
the chef was so delighted by our unabashed joy at how 
delicious we found the sushi he kept making us special rolls 
for free, and sat us up by the chef’s station so we could watch 
it be made. I dream about this guy’s sushi in this time of 
COVID. I think growing up eating cheap stuff like liver, 
venison, and tongue means I appreciate some of the more 
unique flavors rich people find gross.” 

7) ExperienceHendrix wrote: 

“Being able to get candy at a store. 

“New school supplies. 

“Brand-name food.” 

Moosedcollage wrote: 

“Brand-name anything really, right? 

“Reminds me of a funny story: 
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“Back when Starter jackets were a huge thing, I had asked 
for one for Christmas (Dallas Cowboys, of course). On 
Christmas Day, I got a Dallas Cowboys pull-over jacket that 
was a knock-off brand. I mentioned it not being a ‘Starter 
jacket’ and my mom replied, ‘Oh, it is — it’s just part of 
their sister company.’ 

“I wasn’t sure if I should believe her or not, but I said, 
‘Okay.’ 

“Fast forward to first day back from Christmas break, and I 
got some comments about my jacket not being a Starter 
brand. I replied, ‘Oh, it is — it’s just part of their sister 
company,’ and the kids were like, ‘Oh, ok, cool.’ 

“And that’s how I got some cool points in fifth grade.” 

DatSkrillex commented, “Moms are the best; she is a boss. 
My mom was single and I was the youngest of three children, 
so I only ever got hand-me-downs. At Christmas time we 
couldn’t even afford a tree, so she made one out of lights on 
the wall and asked us each which one present we wanted the 
most. She somehow always made it happen. Years later she 
told me it was her lunch money she saved for weeks by not 
eating. She gave everything for us and always did her best.” 

boxsterguy wrote, “I didn’t grow up poor. I’m not poor now. 
But damn did I feel like a king when I bought my kids boxes 
and boxes of real Crayola crayons and markers this year 
because Staples had them on sale for like $0.50 each. We’re 
stocked up on school supplies (paper, composition 
notebooks, wide-rule notebooks, pencils and pencils and 
pencils and pencils) for a good 2+ years, and it cost 
something like $20.” 

P3ccavi wrote: 
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“My mom would buy extra school supplies (just the stuff that 
we went through quickly like paper, writing utensils, etc.) 
whenever they went on sale. Even if she had a lot already. 

“It was a wallet saver for her and my dad when my sister or 
I would run out of paper halfway through the year (when the 
price for school supplies is sometimes quadruple what it was 
on sale). When I was in high school, if my friends were over 
Mom would ask them did they have all their supplies and 
whoever said they didn’t she’d pull out the totes and start 
passing out extra.” 

8) pewpewdeez wrote: 

“New clothes. 

“I grew up pretty poor (no TV, no toys, but had a Sears 
catalog). My dad got in a serious accident when I was in 4th 
grade and almost lost his life. He won a small settlement 
from the community college he was working at, and I was 
able to buy new clothes for the first time in my life. Before 
this all I ever had were hand-me-downs from my cousin and 
donation clothes from the church. Most were worn to the 
point of having patches on the knees. 

“The worst part about getting new clothes for the first time 
is I felt terrible the whole time picking out new clothes 
because I always felt like a financial burden to my parents. I 
remember going to Miller’s Outpost and picking out typical 
80’s clothes (OP, TnC, etc.). 

“It’s funny how growing up poor affects my everyday 
choices, for better or worse. I’ll never outgrow some of the 
feelings I had as a poor kid, and I feel for any kid who has to 
endure a childhood of poverty. It will affect them and their 
choices for the rest of their life.” 

cleardiddion commented: 
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“My folks always had three meals a day for us, but clothes 
were always a treat. 

“It might be a pair of pants and a shirt, but my folks always 
made sure it was something that we were able to pick out 
and it always felt so special. They sacrificed a lot for it. 

“In fact, my mom told me a few years ago that in order to 
provide new clothing for us that my parents didn’t buy new 
clothes (or much of anything) for themselves for well over a 
decade when we were younger. 

“With my first real job out of school, I was able to take my 
dad to a shop and have him pick out a suit of his choice and 
get it fitted. He’s confessed that it’s one of the moments 
that’s really stuck with him; he still has that suit and has 
worn it to both my sister’s and my weddings. 

“But yeah, some of those feelings and habits don’t really go 
away. Regarding clothes, they still get worn until they can’t 
be patched anymore and I hate to throw them away. 

“I gotta stop there because this is actually making me 
surprisingly emotional.” 

CoMeathMcQueef commented: 

“My wife doesn’t understand why I wear clothes for years 
and years. I throw them out only when they’re literally 
falling apart. I’ll repair clothes and appliances 50 times 
before they finally get binned. 

“I am not in the situation my parents where, and my son will 
never know those struggles, but it’s embedded in me to keep 
using things until they’re no longer repairable / usable.” 

WinterDustDevil commented: 

“I hear you. My son wants for nothing, I make six figures a 
year. 
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“I’ve got t-shirts 15 years old and jean cutoffs just as old. I 
hate buying new for me, seems like a waste. If my boy needs 
something, I say, ‘Grab two if you want’ — feels good.” 

CoMeathMcQueef responded: 

“It’s the most satisfied I’ve ever felt — that my son can 
always rely on food in the fridge and clean clothes in his 
room. 

“I’m still sewing patches onto elbows and knees, to give a 
longer life to an item of clothing I bought six years ago for 
€5.” 

9) VenessaIndelicato wrote, “For my school’s spirit week, 
they had a ‘thrift shop"’ day, where most everyone dressed 
in old ratty clothes, or the weirdest stuff they could find in a 
thrift shop. Needless to say, as someone whose clothes were 
80% second-hand, it was an eye opener.” 

10) modernmovements wrote, “Man, just as I hit a huge 
growth spurt, we ran super tight on funds, pawn everything 
in the house bad. I had one pair of old high tops and that was 
it. My feet were two sizes too big, but I had to keep wearing 
them. I would get mad and draw dumb stuff all over them, 
trying to ruin them further in hopes that would somehow 
speed up the replacement. To this day I feel like an asshole 
for it; as soon as my mom got paid, we went and got some 
shoes from Goodwill.” 

11) Competitive_beetle wrote, “Taking a bath. I mean we 
bathed every night, but it was by heating up water (that we 
would go to the park down the road to get in five-gallon jugs) 
and filling up a mop bucket to wash off with. Staying over 
at a friend or family members house and getting to take an 
actual shower was amazing.” 

12) Alex_Duos wrote, “Owning books.” 
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uesgirlsusereddit commented, “I’m a speech therapist and I 
do home health with children with Medicaid plans, so 
they’re all poor. I buy loads and loads of kids’ books on sale 
and every birthday and Christmas (or other holiday the 
family celebrates, or even just for the heck of it) I make sure 
that the kids get a bunch of books if they don’t have any. I 
remember giving a child books and he was like, ‘Look, I 
have so many books now!’ when he had a grand total of ten, 
all but two given by me.” 

13) XxXmaddy666 wrote, “Jeans from the mall.” 

throway82459301 commented, “Omg yes, I always wanted 
jeans because all the cool kids wore jeans. Finally bought my 
first pair thanks to McDonald’s money and I was so happy I 
slept in them.” 

14 Gypsikat wrote: 

“My school had a program where they would give certain 
kids forms to take home for their parents to fill out for 
presents for Christmas. We got given it every year though 
my mom had us fill it out only some years. If she could 
afford at least one gift for us, she felt guilty asking for 
charity. 

“But the years we would get it were awesome, they would 
always include winter gloves, food, and stuff on top of a few 
gifts, and it was a life saver. 

“I did not realize growing up for a while there that some 
people feel like you have to celebrate a holiday on a specific 
day. While we would visit family on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, there was years when our family Christmas 
was in January because that is when they would have the 
money for gifts. 
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“I also have a December birthday, so I got a lot of shared 
gifts. As in, ‘This is your birthday-and-Christmas gift — 
aren’t you excited!’”98 

99. “What’s Your Most Embarrassing Moment?” 

1) CtrlAshDelete1988 wrote, “My morning started with me 
waking up extremely late for a 5am shift and rushing out the 
door barely dressed and half asleep. After clocking in and 
setting up my station (chef), I was still semi-conscious and 
pretty grumpy. I hear some of my coworkers, who were all 
male I might add, start snickering behind me. ‘How could 
they possibly be finding joy at this ungodly hour?’ I thought 
to myself. The giggles got louder and louder as more 
coworkers joined in, and I was just focused on my task, 
trying to function. Eventually one of the younger guys came 
over and timidly tapped on my shoulder. I looked over, 
probably with a slight eye roll, and he just says ‘Sorry, but 
pants’ and points to my ass where my BRIGHT, HOT PINK 
LACEY THONG UNDERWEAR were stuck to my black 
pants from the static in the dryer. I ripped them off, shoved 
them deep into the trash next to me, went back to chopping, 
and the guys behind me just lost it. I wanted to jump into the 
deep fryer.” 

2) pronetomisery wrote: 

“As it stands, from 1987 until present day. And counting. 

“But that I can think of recently … I have this habit of pulling 
faces when I’m bored. On my own. Once I was at work 
waiting for some papers to print and just sort of drift off, 

 
98 Source: SnooBeaz, “For those who grew up poor, what did you 
consider a luxury?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4pmecay>. 
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looking at the time and making weird faces and noises (ie, 
bleep bleep bloop blop). 

“Then I realised there was someone working right outside on 
the warehouse floor and he could see my full display of 
idiocy through the window. Our eyes met. I pretended 
nothing happened; he pretended nothing happened.” 

3) OrdinaryRedditor wrote: 

“You say ‘moment’ as if my whole life isn’t completely 
embarrassing. 

“Anyways, one of my MOST embarrassing moments was 
when I was in high school. It was snowy outside, so the 
teachers said if everyone had boots on we could build forts 
and stuff in the snow during free time. I was the only one 
who didn’t have boots, so I sat on the bleachers next to a 
snow bank while everyone else chilled in the snow. It was 
pretty cold out, and I had only a hoodie on, so at some point 
I ended up pulling my feet up onto the bleachers and tucking 
my legs into my hoodie. After a few minutes of this, the cold 
metal bleachers had made my butt completely numb, so I 
tried to stand up. Geez, I still cringe at this. Anyways, I tried 
to stand up, but my legs got caught in my hoodie and I ended 
up rolling head first down the bleachers like a ball and into 
the snowbank. Because of the way I was positioned, I was 
mostly buried (the snow bank was about four feet high) and 
I couldn’t move my legs. It gets worse. At this point, the 
majority of my class had noticed and were coming over to 
help. After spending a minute figuring out what to do while 
I was going completely numb in the snow, the boy I had a 
crush on bent down to try to pick me up out of the snow. I 
didn’t know he was there, and in a panic I started wriggling 
trying to get myself out of the snow. I ended up wriggling 
my numb butt a bit too much and ended up letting a fart rip 
right in my crush’s face as he bent down to pick me up. He 
ended up getting me out of the snow and laughed it off, but 
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I was mortified — I still am mortified. But I guess it’s not 
all bad because said crush is my boyfriend now.” 

4) diadiadi wrote: 

“When I was 14, there was a guy in school whom I liked but 
didn’t know very well. I was too shy about saying anything. 
Then when there was a party, he attended it and after I got 
drunk I thought it to be a good idea to tell him. So I did. 

“He wasn’t at the party. It was his twin brother. I didn’t know 
he had a twin brother.” 

5) CrazyIrina wrote: 

“Mine was today, that’s why I asked … I am still trying to 
numb the embarrassment. 

“I was at the supermarket and unloading my cart when I felt 
my skirt go slack … I think I caught the button on the cart 
and ripped it off. I tried to catch my skirt on the way down 
but it was too late. 

“Sure, I was wearing a long-tailed shirt and tights, but I 
flashed my flat ass to everyone behind me … and the store 
was packed. 

“I was actually blubbering going out to my car … and trying 
to hold up my skirt and trying to push a full cart with the 
other. 

“I mean, it was always my life dream to be instantly half 
freaking naked in front of 90000000000000000 people.”99 

 
99 Source: CrazyIrina, “What's your most embarrassing moment?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y65zhuko>. 
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100. “What Was That One Act Of Kindness From A 
Stranger, That You Still Remember To This Day?” 

1) ForearmDeep wrote: 

“When I was maybe four or five years old, I made friends 
with another kid in an airport, and he was playing with a 
couple of glued-together Lego cars. That kid and I played for 
like an hour with those things and when it was time to go our 
separate ways and board the plane, the kid insisted I keep 
one of the cars, and while I insisted he should keep them, he 
said it was proof that we were friends, and to this day roughly 
20 years later, I still have that car packed up in my childhood 
mementos box. 

“That friend of mine was a good kid. Hope he’s doin’ well.” 

2) ArobaticAsparagus wrote, “My cat (Max) escaped from 
the house one night, and I didn’t even realize he got out until 
the next morning. I had just gone through an awful breakup, 
and I was sick with worry and guilt. At about 7pm that 
evening, I got a knock on the door. A man asked if I was 
missing a cat. It turns out the man found Max after he’d been 
hit by a truck. He saw my cat lying in the road on the way to 
work, and stopped to see if he could do anything. He was an 
electrician with a full day of house visits, so he drove around 
with my cat in his car all day as he went through his work 
day. He kept Max warm, gave him water, and even split his 
ham sandwich with him. I asked how he could possibly 
know it was my cat (he’s a master at getting out of his collar, 
so didn’t have his tags when the man found him). Turns out, 
after his shift, he went door to door down the entire road 
where he found Max, asking if anyone was missing a cat. He 
said he loved cats, and would want someone to do the same 
for him. He went back to his car, got my cat, and asked if it 
would be ok if he said a prayer for us. I’m not at all religious, 
but I said yes. He prayed for my cat’s full recovery, and long 
life. He then got back in his truck and drove away. The whole 
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interaction lasted maybe five minutes, and I never even got 
his name. My cat made a full recovery and is sleeping next 
to me as I write this, eight years later. It’s the nicest thing 
anyone has ever done for me, and it came at a time where I 
was feeling pretty down about humans. I wish I knew who 
he was and I could thank him properly; I’ll never forget it.” 

3) stargrl444 wrote, “When I was 15, I was dating a much 
older man who was very abusive to me. One night he got 
mad and kicked me out of his truck in the middle of 
downtown LA in a bad neighborhood, taking my purse and 
phone and all my money. I was sitting on the curb, alone and 
scared, crying and didn’t know how to get home. A young 
man came out of his house and tried to talk to me. I was 
afraid of him, he was covered in tattoos, and you can’t trust 
anyone in LA. He knew I was scared, so he went inside and 
brought his elderly mother out to show me he meant well. 
He ended up giving me a ride home, expected nothing in 
return, and repeatedly asked if I needed help. I don’t even 
know that man’s name, but I am so thankful to him keeping 
me safe that night. I don’t know what I would’ve done 
without him. Kindest thing I’ve ever seen.” 

4) Duck-Yo-Couch wrote, “As a kid I went with my mom to 
the grocery store, and I headed straight for the arcade area to 
play Street Fighter. I had only one quarter with me and the 
damn machine stole my money without giving me a play. I 
went to the customer service area of the store and told them 
what happened and they said it’s not really their machine so 
couldn’t help. I wasn’t even going to try to play again, I just 
wanted my money back. As I turn around, there’s this old 
lady smiling and holding a quarter and hands it to me. I was 
so happy that I made it my mission to always help out 
someone if it’s within my means and ability to do so.” 

5) valuesandnorms wrote: 
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“I’m visually impaired. Next to zero night vision and severe 
tunnel vision (although I am apparently not yet legally 
blind?). It took three years after my diagnosis before I 
swallowed my pride and started using a cane. (It’s been 
about three weeks.) I’ve already had a handful of strangers 
go out of their way to help me out. 

“Last night I was walking to a bus stop from my new gym 
and got turned around and couldn’t find the bus stop (new 
area, bus stops aren’t well marked around here, dark, 
diagonal streets, sidewalk construction etc.). 

“I finally found the bus, waiting at a red light, but not at a 
stop. I was too scared to try and flag the bus down. (I’ve done 
that once before and the driver was not happy, and I don’t 
blame him.) But this woman — the driver — could tell I was 
lost and had a cane and opened the door and let me in and 
quite literally rescued me. I was tempted to email the local 
transportation authority to tell them what a great person this 
driver is, but I’m worried that there’s some inflexible tyrant 
there who says there’s a rule against stopping anywhere 
other than a posted bus stop and she’d actually get in trouble 
for being a nice person.” 

6) taho_teg wrote, “We dropped off some stuff at the parents 
of an acquaintance, then the dad asked for a favor so I said 
sure. He said he was going to a tire shop and needed a ride 
back, so I followed him there. Once inside he asked for my 
keys. He then handed then to the dude at the counter and 
asked for a rush set of new tires onto my car. I was 
speechless.” 

7) FindTheHighroad wrote, “I was asked to leave my home 
at 15. I lived a pretty hectic and terrifying life as a 15-year-
old female left to fend for herself. A couple of homeless vets 
at a park took me under their wings and taught me what to 
focus on, and let the entire homeless population know they 
were watching me. For a couple of YEARS, no matter where 
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I ended up I would visit once a week. I finally moved away 
and started an adult life. I tried to find them on several trips 
back home, but Arthur and Wheels were never found again. 
I love those two more than my own blood.” 

8) 2old2care wrote: 

“It was a long time ago, in the fall. I was on a business trip 
from North Carolina to Jacksonville, Florida, in an old 
Mercedes 220 diesel. I drove instead of flying because I had 
to carry quite a lot of rather expensive equipment. In the 
middle of South Carolina on I-95 (the middle of nowhere if 
you’ve ever been there) at about 2AM, I heard a flap-flap-
flap, the lights dimmed and the temperature gauge began to 
rise. Pulling off the highway, shutting off the engine, and 
raising the hood revealed the fan belt had disintegrated into 
a bunch of black strings. All stop. 

“This was before cell phones. Not even any traffic at this 
hour. The nearest exit was at least five miles according to 
my map. I had no idea if there was a service station there. I 
laughed to myself at the irony. ‘I bet there’s not a Mercedes 
dealer nearby.’ My flashlight was already dimming. No 
food. Not even bottled water. I did have a blanket. 

“After maybe 15 minutes of pondering my situation and 
planning to try to sleep until daylight, a car pulled up behind 
me. I got out to look. It was an identical Mercedes 220D--
except blue instead of yellow. With a large police-style 
flashlight in his hand, a tall, gray-haired man got out, smiled, 
said, ‘Hi,’ and went to look under the hood. 

“‘Yep. This happened to me, too,’ he said. With that he 
opened the trunk of his Mercedes and pulled out not only the 
exact correct fan belt but also the tools he needed to change 
it — which he did in about ten minutes. He was a man of few 
words. ‘Crank it up,’ he said. I did. ‘Looks ok. I’m glad.’ 
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“‘Can I pay you something? At least for the belt? How can I 
thank you?’ 

“‘Just do something for someone who needs it when the time 
comes,’ he said with a grin. ‘Have a good trip.’ And the tall 
stranger hopped in his blue Benz and left. No way I could 
have gotten his license number. 

“I will never knew who he was but, I will always be grateful 
to that stranger who appeared in the middle of the night, in 
the middle of nowhere.” 

9) MackeyH wrote, “I was changing my flat tire in the bitter 
cold and a nun — yes, a nun — was walking by. She took 
off her gloves and made me put them on. I tried to say no, 
but she wouldn’t hear of it. She asked if she could do 
anything. I said no and she left. I later washed them and 
found her to return them.” 

10) hunter006 wrote: 

“Two that stand out. The first was when I was a really young 
kid, I wanted a book about planes, cars and motorcycles 
called The Book of Speed or something like that. I rarely 
wanted anything as a kid, but it had a lot of cool things in 
there. I only had 20c, and the book cost a lot more than that, 
but they gave it to me for 20c. I live in the USA and my 
parents are in Australia, but we still have that book, and it 
fostered an interest in Engineering at a young age that 
resulted in me eventually becoming an engineer myself. 

“The second was fairly simple. I hadn’t eaten properly 
before riding my bike home and I ‘bonked’ [aka ‘hit the 
wall’]. I was struggling to ride into a headwind, with the 
closest food available about seven miles away. I tucked in 
behind a passing cyclist, who saw me riding behind him but 
never asked me to pull for him or sped up or anything like 
that. He allowed me to draft behind him, saving energy, until 
I could pull off and get some food. Thirty minutes later I was 
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much better and able to ride home on my own. I never forgot 
this and if I ever saw someone else doing this to me, I 
allowed them to ride behind me without complaining 
because I remember how much it meant to me.” 

11) OhanrahanKilKenny wrote: 

“He helped me find a way back to where I was staying. I was 
visiting New York and staying with a parent’s friend for a 
weekend. I had gone out for dinner with a few friends before 
having to head back when my phone died. I was lost in the 
middle of New York and only knew the name of the area that 
I needed to get to. I was wandering the streets for a while, 
asking pretty much everyone who walked by how to get to 
X. This guy (who had an awesome scarf) was taking a bus to 
X and walked me to the bus stop. I had one of the Metro 
transport cards that I was borrowing and I didn’t know if I 
needed to refill it. The machine wasn’t working and I started 
crying and the bus came and almost left, but the guy stopped 
the bus, waving at me to get on. I got on the bus and got to 
where I needed to be safe and sound. 

“Thank you to the stranger with the awesome scarf if he sees 
this.” 

12) nureseofdeath wrote: 

“I was around age seven and on holiday with my family. My 
sister (age 10) and I had gone across the road from where we 
were staying to play on the trampoline outside the shop / café 
/ take-out place. 

“There was a biker rally that weekend and a bunch of bikers 
pulled in. My sister and I must have looked scared because 
a guy said ‘hi’ and asked if we wanted to sit on the bike and 
bought us an ice cream! 
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“This was the 1970’s, so things were different. Since then, 
any time I saw a big tattooed biker, I think, ‘Oooo! Ice 
cream!’ and ‘Nice bike.’ 

“And I got my motorcycle license a week ago at the age of 
52!” 

13) NotSteveHarrington wrote, “Pops got pulled over for 
speeding on our way to buy Christmas gifts. Cop noticed we 
were on our way for Christmas shopping and cop told us to 
have a good night and slow down. Nice cop.” 

14) aaebrownguy wrote: 

“This happened last month [October 2020]. I was recovering 
from a toxic and emotionally abusive relationship and was 
in a very dark place. I went to treat myself with a fudge 
brownie, but a lady already bought the last piece and was 
getting it packed and I wasn’t aware. When I said my request 
out loud and was told it’s sold out, the lady heard it and 
decided to not only let me have it but even paid for it! 

“It was a very small gesture, but it lifted my day. I still 
remember her face!” 

15) A PaintedBirdBy Design: 

“I had just turned 20 and had just moved across state lines. I 
was walking to my new job, and as I crossed the street my 
wallet tumbled out of my old, broken purse. Clueless, I 
continued my walk to work. I didn’t realize I had lost my 
wallet until I stopped to buy water and didn’t have any 
money. 

“Later that day I got an email from an old co-worker. She 
said that a man called her to tell her that he had my wallet. 
She was emailing because she didn’t have my number, and 
she sent me this man’s phone number. 
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“It turns out this man was sitting at the crosswalk in his truck 
when I lost my wallet. By the time he noticed and got out, I 
was already too far to hear him calling me back and he lost 
me. He pulled out every little scrap of paper from my wallet 
and found my old co-worker’s number, and called her in an 
attempt to get the wallet to me. I was elated and we 
scheduled to meet up. 

“I had $60 in the wallet. It wasn’t much, but it was all I had. 
When we met, I took $20 out and offered it to the man. He 
refused the money. ‘Miss, I didn’t do this for money. I want 
you to know: I’m actually a felon. I’m on work release. I 
want to do right because it’s the right thing to do.’ We cried, 
we hugged, and I insisted he keep the money. I couldn’t 
believe all the time and effort the stranger had gone to just 
to make sure I had my wallet. 

“I saw him at work a few months later. He wasn’t in prison 
anymore, and we got to share one more smile.” 

16) malgranda_azeno wrote, “As a kid I jumped into the 
deep end of the pool of an apartment building. As much as I 
pushed up on the bottom, I just couldn’t reach the top. I 
remember being able to see people through the water and no 
one looking back. Then a girl reached in, grabbed my hand 
and helped me out. If not for her, I would have drowned. I 
thanked her very much, but never thought to ask her for her 
name and never saw her again. It’s been nearly 40 years 
since then, and as grateful as I am for being alive, it breaks 
my heart not knowing who to thank.”100 

  

 
100 Source: CrusaderGirlDarkness, “What was that one act of kindness 
from a stranger, that you still remember to this day?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5aoepse>. 
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Appendix A: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a master’s degree in English and a master’s degree in 
Philosophy.  

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Dance, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix B: Some Books by David Bruce 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 
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Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  
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Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 
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Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

 


