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Introduction 

This free download describes a composition assignment that 
I have used successfully during my years of teaching at Ohio 
University. 

Other teachers are welcome to download and read this pdf 
file and decide whether this assignment will work in their 
classes. Of course, other teachers may modify the 
assignment as desired for their classes. 

The file is divided into two main sections following this brief 
introduction.  

First is a description of the assignment. Of course, teachers 
can modify the assignment as they wish.  

Following that is one or more examples of hero-of-human-
rights essays. Teachers may print them and use them as 
examples for their students.  

A Double Assignment 

Teachers may make this a double assignment. Teachers may 
assign a long research paper on a hero of human rights, but 
before that paper is due require students to hand in a shorter 
essay designed to be printed in a newspaper or online media.  
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CHAPTER 1: What Do I Have to Do for the 
Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay for the 

Media? 
• You will write 750-1,250 words. Do not write fewer than 
750 words. Do not write more than 1,250 words. 

• You will write “To the Editor” at the top of your paper. 

• The readers will be the readers of a newspaper such as your 
local hometown newspaper. 

• You will NOT have a Bibliography or a Works Cited list. 

• You will NOT have in-text citations. 

• You will indicate your sources by writing such things as, 
“According to [name of author], in his [or her] article titled 
[title of article] in [name of publication], […].” 

• You will use quotation marks when quoting word for word. 

• You will quote sparingly. Do not quote at length. You 
should not use long quotations in a short media opinion 
essay. 

Note: At the top of your media opinion essay, you may write 
the following note. You have my permission to copy this and 
use it word for word. I will not consider it plagiarism. 

To the Editor: Here is an opinion piece that I hope 
that you will publish. I am submitting it through e-
mail so that you don’t have to retype it. To verify that 
I have indeed written this opinion piece, you may call 
me at 330-123-4567 during working hours. 

Note: If you require your students to write a long research 
paper in your course, you may wish to require your students 
to write their hero-of-human-rights essay on the same topic 
as their long research paper. That way, students will start 
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researching their long research paper early. I allow my 
students to use their hero-of-human-rights essay word for 
word (or slightly revised) as part of their long research paper.  

  



 4 

CHAPTER 2: What Do I Have to Do for the 
Hero-of-Human-Rights Long Research 

Paper? 
• You will write 1,250-3,000 words. Do not write fewer than 
1,250 words. You may write more than 3,000 words. 

• The reader will be your teacher. 

• You will use the MLA format. 

• You will have a Works Cited list. 

• You will have in-text citations. 

• You will use quotation marks when quoting word for word 

  



 5 

CHAPTER 3: Heroes to Write About 
• Martin Luther King, Jr. 

• Mahatma Gandhi 

• Feminists 

• A Winner of the Noble Peace Prize 

• A Righteous Gentile, or Righteous Among the Nations 

• Oscar Schindler 

• Raoul Wallenberg 

• Country of Denmark 

• Varian Fry, the only American named Righteous 
Among the Nations for his work during the 
Holocaust 

• No Sports Heroes (except Jackie Robinson and 
similar athletes) 

Note: Do not write an encyclopedia article about the hero, 
but do write about what made the person a hero. Why and 
how did this person do so much when so many people do so 
little?  

E.g. Why did Martin Luther King, Jr. become such a 
great leader? How did he help to win civil rights for 
so many people? 

E.g. Why did Oskar Schindler, a drinker and a 
womanizer, save so many Jews? How did he do it? 

Women Winners of The Nobel Peace Prize 

Wangari Maathai (2004) 

Shirin Ebadi (2003) 



 6 

Jody Williams (1997) 

Rigoberta Menchú Tum (1992) 

Aung San Suu Kyi (1991) 

Alva Myrdal (1982) 

Mother Teresa (1979) 

Mairead Corrigan and Betty Williams (1976) 

Emily Greene Balch (1946) 

Jane Addams (1931) 

Bertha von Suttner (1905) 

*** 

Arnold Schwarzenegger: Hero of voting rights and 
vaccinations, and supporter of Ukraine. Perhaps the best ex-
governor ever. 

See Appendix B for ideas.  
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CHAPTER 4: Checklist for Media Article (for a 
Profile of a Human-Rights Hero) 

1. You will need a short note to the editor. You have my 
permission to use the short note below. I will not consider 
that to be plagiarism. (Use your own telephone number, of 
course.) 

To the Editor: 

Here is an article about a hero that I hope that you 
will publish on the opinion page. I am submitting it 
through e-mail so that you don’t have to retype it. To 
verify that I have indeed written this article, you may 
call me at 593-1234 during working hours. 

2. You will need a byline and a word count. For example: 

By Jane Student (832 words) 

3. You will need a title. 

4. You will need to have written between 750 and 1,250 
words. Do not write fewer than 750 words. Do not write 
more than 1,250 words. 

5. You will need to write an introduction or a lede that 
immediately captures the readers’ attention. 

6. You will need pathos—the human element. You should 
tell a story that is related to the subject of your article. For 
example, if you are writing about a hero, you may tell a story 
of a particular good deed that the hero performed or a 
particular life that the hero saved. This may be your lede. 

7. You may want to pose a question that your article will 
attempt to answer. For example: Why did [name of hero] act 
to save lives when so many other people did nothing? 
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8. You will need to give any needed background 
information. 

9. You will need to give the evidence of why the person is a 
hero. 

10. You will need to be interesting. You can do that by 
telling stories about acts of heroism. 

11. You will need to avoid plagiarism. Use quotation marks 
when quoting word for word. Give credit where credit is due. 

12. You will need to write a conclusion that definitely says 
FINIS to your article. You may end with something that the 
readers can think about. You may end by telling the readers 
how to get more information. You may do both. 

13. Remember that newspapers use quotation marks, not 
italics, for titles. 
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CHAPTER 5: Teacher’s Expectations for the 
Peer Review 

Your teacher expects you to do these things: 

• Bring a complete, carefully proofread draft to the peer 
review. Better, bring two copies. At this time, it should be a 
complete draft with all visual aids and all steps. Remember 
that you must have at least one original (meaning that you 
have created it) visual aid in your Set of Instructions. 

• Actively read the other person’s draft and seriously look 
for errors that the writer can correct. 

• Tell the writer something that he or she has done well. 

• Seriously give good advice to the writer about what the 
writer can do to improve his or her paper. 

• Listen carefully to the other person’s comments about your 
paper. Don’t be defensive, even if you disagree with some of 
the other person’s comments. 

• Try to get at least two peer reviews. 

• If you have time after getting the peer reviews, look over 
and evaluate your paper. 

• Don’t ask the teacher, “Can we leave now?” 

Proofreading Tips 

Occasionally, students type “the the” when they mean to 
type “the.” One way to check this is to use the FIND 
command of your word processing program. A word 
processing program will often have an EDIT menu. In the 
EDIT menu, you will often find a FIND command. You can 
type in “the the,” and your word processing program will 
find every “the the” you have typed in a document. You can 
also do this for other repeated words: “or or,” “an an,” etc.  
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Be sure to use the Checklist. It identifies common errors that 
you should avoid making. 
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CHAPTER 6: What Do I Have to Do for the 
Peer Review? 

What is a Peer Review? 

In a peer review, you exchange drafts of your 
communication with other members of the course. They 
evaluate your writing, you evaluate their writing, then both 
of you talk about each other’s writing, telling what the other 
person has done right and how the other person can improve 
his or her communication. 

Bring a Good Draft—Not a Zero Draft—to the Review 

A zero draft is a seriously incomplete draft. For example, a 
student may arrive at a peer review with only the first 12 
steps of a Set of Instructions. Zero drafts receive zero credit. 
Bring full drafts to the peer reviews. In some (perhaps all) 
cases, I may cancel the conference of a student who brings a 
zero draft to a peer review. I don’t want my time wasted, and 
I don’t want the time of the peer reviewers wasted. 

What Do You Need to Bring to the Peer Review? 

• Two typed copies of the second (or third) draft of your 
Instructions. 

• A full draft, with visual aids, beginning, middle, and end, 
not a partial draft. 

• An alert mind. 

Review Your Previously Graded Papers 

Are you making the same mistakes over and over? If so, sit 
down and study and learn not to make those mistakes. Study 
any handouts I have given you about common errors in 
grammar and punctuation. Try not to make the mistakes you 
have made previously. It’s up to you to learn this; the teacher 
can’t learn it for you. Many students do not make many 
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errors in punctuation and grammar; unfortunately, they make 
the same mistakes over and over. 
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CHAPTER 7: Peer Review Sheet for Media 
Article (for Profiles of a Human-Rights Hero) 

1. Does the author have a short note to the editor? The author 
has my permission to use the short note below. I will not 
consider that to be plagiarism. (The author should use his or 
her own telephone number, of course.) 

To the Editor: Here is an opinion piece that I hope 
that you will publish. I am submitting it through e-
mail so that you don’t have to retype it. To verify that 
I have indeed written this opinion piece, you may call 
me at 593-1234 during working hours. 

2. Does the author have a byline and a word count? For 
example: By Jane Student (832 words). 

3. Does the author have a title? 

4. Does the author write between 750 and 1,250 words? Do 
not write fewer than 750 words. Do not write more than 
1,250 words. 

5. Does the author an introduction or a lede that immediately 
captures the readers’ attention? 

“Lede” is also spelled “lede.” 

lead: the introductory section of a story; “it was an 
amusing lead-in to a very serious matter” 

Source: wordnetweb.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 

6. Does the author use pathos—the human element? The 
author should tell a story that is related to the subject of the 
article. For example, if the author is writing about a hero, the 
author may tell a story of a particular good deed that the hero 
performed or a particular life that the hero saved. This may 
be the author’s lede. 



 14 

7. Does the author pose a question that the author’s article 
will attempt to answer? For example: Why did [name of 
hero] act to save lives when so many other people did 
nothing? 

8. Does the author give any needed background information? 

9. Does the author give the evidence of why the person is a 
hero? 

10. Is the author’s article interesting? The author can be 
interesting by telling stories about acts of heroism. 

11. Does the author avoid plagiarism? Does the author use 
quotation marks when quoting word for word? Does the 
author give credit where credit is due? 

12. Does the author write a conclusion that definitely says 
FINIS to the article? The author may end with something 
that the readers can think about. The author may end by 
telling the readers how to get more information. The author 
may do both. 

13. Remember that newspapers use quotation marks, not 
italics, for titles. 
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CHAPTER 8: Peer Review Sheet: Research 
Paper  

A good, thorough review takes time. Plan to spend 10-15 
minutes reviewing the Research Paper, 5-10 minutes making 
comments to the writer and 5-10 minutes listening to 
comments about your writing. This will give you time to get 
a second review. The Peer Review Session should take up 
the entire class period. If you have questions, raise your hand 
and I will come over and try to answer them. (Please give 
me time first to go around and give everyone who deserves 
it credit for being prepared for the Peer Review Session.) 
Feel free to write directly on the writer’s Research Paper as 
well as on this review sheet. 

1. Exchange papers with another student. 

2. Read the other student’s Research Paper. 

3. Write down briefly your opinion of the other student’s 
Research Paper. Good? Bad? Interesting? Boring? 

4. Look at the first paragraph. Does the writer have a thesis 
statement? What is it? 

5. Does the writer make good points for his or her position?  

6. Has the writer made the Research Paper interesting? Has 
the author used personal experience in the Research Paper? 

7. Write down any questions you would like to ask after 
reading the Research Paper. Was everything clear to you? 
Did you understand all the terms that were used?  

8. Write down one thing that the writer did well, in your 
opinion. 

9. Write down one thing that the writer should improve, in 
your opinion. 
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10. Write down any other suggestions for improvement that 
you have for the paper. 

11. What kind of proofreading does the writer need to do to 
improve the Research Paper? 

12. Go through the Research Paper again and make any 
proofreading corrections that need to be made. 

13. Does the writer correctly cite sources in the Research 
Paper? 

14. Does the writer correctly introduce quotations in the 
Research Paper? 

15. Go over the Research Paper orally with the writer. Make 
any comments or suggestions for improvement that you 
would like to make. Of course, the writer will do the same 
things with the Research Paper that you wrote. 

17. Give this sheet of paper to the writer, then exchange your 
Research Paper with that of another writer and go through 
the process again. 

18. Go home and revise your Research Paper. 

19. Hand in your Research Paper on time to avoid the late 
penalty. 
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APPENDIX A: Sample Essays 
Following this page are some sample Hero-of-Human-
Rights essays. Teachers may print them and use them as 
examples for their students. Notes: 1) In real life, the 
research papers would have the student’s last name and the 
page number in the top right corner. Also, the first page and 
Works Cited list would begin at the top of the page. 2) I 
personally required a Word Count on the first page, but it is 
not part of the MLE format. 3) The MLA format changes 
occasionally. It has changed since at least some of these 
papers were written. 4) MLA papers are double-spaced with 
indented paragraphs, but this particular ebook formatting 
required block style. 5) Each student essay is copyrighted by 
its author. 
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Sister Dorothy Stang: Rainforest Martyr (Long 
Research Paper) 

Ashley Baltes (1,775 word count)  

Professor Bruce 

English 308J  

February 14, 2011 

Sister Dorothy Stang: Rainforest Martyr 

The Amazon rain forest is dwindling away: “The skies over 
western Brazil will soon be dark both day and night. Dark 
from the smoke of thousands of fires, as farmers and cattle 
ranchers engage in their annual rite of destruction: clearing 
land for crops and livestock by burning the rain forests of the 
Amazon” (“Torching the Amazon”). Every few minutes, an 
area of Brazil’s rain forest larger than 200 football fields will 
be destroyed (Wallace). The market forces and obsession for 
globalization are destroying the Amazon and therefore 
killing the life within it. In the past three decades, hundreds 
of people have died in land wars; a large number of others 
are fearful and uncertain because they feel threatened by the 
loggers and cattle ranchers who profit from the theft of 
timber and land. Sister Dorothy Stang was an American-
born nun and an environmental activist in Brazil who fought 
to preserve the Amazon forest and who dedicated her life to 
helping rural workers fight for their human rights to control 
their land from loggers and ranchers. Sister Dorothy told her 
followers, “The death of the forest is the end of our life” 
(Wallace). 

Throughout the Amazon rain forest and its surrounding 
areas, stealing land is very common. The three most 
common ways theft is committed is through corruption, 
strong-arm tactics, and fraudulent titles. Theft of land is so 
widespread throughout Brazil that they have even come up 
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with a universal name for it: “grilagem” (Wallace).  These 
practitioners of all this land fraud falsely claim land titles 
that are not technically in their ownership and therefore,  
“According to Brazil’s National Reform Agency, within the 
past three years, it voided more than 62,000 claims that were 
fraudulent” (Wallace). 

According to Scott Wallace, “During the past 40 years, close 
to 20% of the Amazon rain forest has been cut down […] 
scientists fear that an additional 20 % of the trees will be lost 
over the next two decades” (“Last of the Amazon”). The 
Amazon plays a large role in our atmosphere and even 
creates a lot of its own rain by the moisture that it releases. 
If we clear the rain forest, a lot of that rainfall would 
disappear which would then cause remaining trees to die and 
dry out. Also, the global warming effects throughout our 
world could have the potential to cause extreme droughts, 
which would then raise the possibilities of wildfires that 
would completely destroy the forest. For example, a drought 
in 2005 impacted the Amazon, shrinking river levels up to 
40 feet, which caused hundreds of communities to be 
stranded. According to Scott Wallace, “Because trees are 
being wantonly burned to create open land in the some of the 
frontier states, Brazil has become one of the world’s largest 
emitters of greenhouse gases. The danger signs are 
undeniable” (“Last of the Amazon”).  Thomas Lovejoy says, 
“The Amazon is a library for life sciences. It’s a matter of 
global destination” (“Torching the Amazon”).   

Despite the chaos, violent, and lawless areas throughout 
Brazil, one woman did everything in her power to fight for 
preservation of the Amazon rain forest and to fight for the 
poor, who had to protect their land from loggers and 
ranchers. Sister Dorothy Stang was “greatly loved and 
fiercely hated” (Le Breton 10).  Dorothy Mae Stang attended 
a Catholic high school in Dayton, Ohio, called Julienne High 
School. She was just 17 years old when she decided to enter 
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the convent and join the Sisters of Notre Dame. Sister 
Dorothy had a very large family, being one of the nine 
children her parents had. Her personality even at a young age 
was very special, seeing as she was a strong leader full of 
generosity, athleticism, and even popularity.  Her dream was 
to be a missionary where she could teach poor children and 
bring the message of Christ to those who did not know him. 
Sister Dorothy was familiar with what being a missionary 
entailed because of her Catholic upbringing and Catholic 
education. In 1966, Sister Dorothy’s dream of becoming a 
missionary came true after she spent close to six months 
studying the language and culture of Brazil. Sister Dorothy 
had a serious passion and sense of urgency about wanting to 
help the poor and said, “No time to waste--the poor are being 
crushed while we debate the issue” (Coffey 47).  

Sister Dorothy traveled with four other Sisters and two 
priests to a small town in the northeastern part of the country 
called Coroata.  The first project that the team got was to go 
out into the forest and begin several base communities that 
could provide a place for poor farmers to gather together to 
learn about the Catholic Church and to study the Bible. It 
was at this point when Sister Dorothy first realized that the 
poor farmers had no idea what their rights consisted of by 
law, which therefore inspired Sister Dorothy to study the 
laws of Brazil so she could prove to the farmers that by law, 
they were guaranteed certain rights. The wealthy landowners 
took total advantage over the poor farmers and denied them 
any freedom.  Sister Dorothy reported an example of this, 
stating that the wealthy landowners did not allow the poor 
farmers to build a school for their children even when they 
had the 25 children required by law. This was the kind of 
event that inspired Sister Dorothy to protest and fight for the 
human rights of the poor. Sister Dorothy had such an 
immediate positive impact that she caused the ranchers and 
loggers to suggest that the Sisters were Communists. 
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Therefore, anybody who worked for the poor and taught 
them their rights was labeled as a Communist, and a lot of 
them were arrested and some even killed. Although Sister 
Dorothy received death threats, she continued her fight for 
what she wanted and openly stated, “I don’t want to flee, nor 
do I want to abandon the battle of these farmers who live 
without any protection in the forest. They have the 
sacrosanct right to aspire to a better life on land where they 
can live and work with dignity while respecting 
the environment” (“Hero or Zero?”).  

After several years of working in this area that she was 
originally assigned to, Dorothy and another one of her 
Sisters requested permission to follow the farmers deeper 
into the Amazon forest. During the 1970’s the government 
opened up large amounts of land to the poor farmers, and 
also land to the wealthy. However, the poor farmers were 
allotted only tiny plots of land for a small farmhouse, 
whereas the wealthy were granted enormous amounts of land 
so they could begin logging and raising cattle.  Sister 
Dorothy Stang wrote a letter to the Sisters of Notre Dame, 
which is located in Ohio, describing the intimidation and 
violence aimed at farmers trying to make a living off their 
land: ‘‘The rich, backed by easily acquired funds from 
international banks and farm projects, use all means to rob 
the people of their small survival plots, as in a capitalistic 
system, the poor have no reason to have land since 
financially it is not viable” (Murphy 62). Sister Dorothy was 
extremely passionate about helping and providing for those 
who needed it the most. She was willing to give her all in 
order for the poor farmers to use their human rights that they 
utmost deserved. Sister Dorothy’s determination is what 
allowed her to challenge the injustice that surrounded her 
and it was such qualities that made her feared and despised 
by those who were wealthy. As Le Breton’s stated earlier, 
many realize that Sister Dorothy was fiercely hated, but then 
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also greatly loved. Needless to say, the poor farmers were 
the ones who believed that Sister Dorothy was their only 
hope and stated: 

Dorothy was a shining light for us. When we arrived 
on the Transamazonica, it was the end of the world. 
We were abandoned by the church, by the state, by 
everyone. And Dorothy was like a light to us. We 
realized that it was possible after all to live in 
Amazonia. We started working together. We learned 
to love the forest. We saw that we women had to take 
up the challenge, and we founded the Women’s 
Association. The men used to be very macho, so we 
started going to meetings and talking about health, 
politics, education, and alternative medicine. ... And 
we fought for the land, started thinking about 
farming the land more sustainably. The families kept 
coming in, and we kept organizing ourselves. Today 
I can feel her presence among us very strongly.    
(Murphy 114–5) 

In 2005, her last mission was to save the isolated part of the 
jungle, which was known as Lot 55. However, her aspiration 
to do that ended on February 12, 2005. She was on her way 
to a meeting with poor farmers whose homes had been 
completely destroyed, when two gunmen who had been 
offered a cash reward stopped her on a secluded jungle path.  
Sister Dorothy showed them the map she carried with her, 
which proved the right of the farmers to the land given to 
them by the government. The land belonged to the poor 
farmers, not the wealthy and therefore the wealthy had no 
right to plant pasture grasses for livestock.  Amid the 
conversation, there appeared to be a lot of tension.  

“So, you don't like to eat meat?” one of the assailants 
taunted.  

 “Not enough to destroy the forest for it,” she replied.  
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“If this problem isn’t resolved today, it’s never going 
to be,” the man snarled.   (Wallace) 

As one of the gunman reached for his gun, Dorothy reacted 
by opening up her Bible that she often carried with her. She 
turned to the fifth chapter of Matthew and read, ‘Blessed are 
they who hunger and thirst for justice, for they shall be 
satisfied.’ After reading this, Dorothy turned to walk away 
and was shot, not once, but six different times, all at point 
blank range (Heffern). 

Sister Dorothy went through a large number of ups and 
downs throughout the process of working to achieve her 
dreams, which is evident because some accused her of 
stirring up violence but then some honored her for the work 
she did in defending the human rights of the poor. She was a 
very determined woman who knew what she wanted and 
proved she was never going to give up and nothing was 
going to stop her. She touched many lives in the poor 
Brazilian country, but she also has inspired people all over 
the world by becoming a well-respected and honored martyr 
of the Amazon Rain Forest.  
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Oskar Schindler: Holocaust Hero (Short Media Article) 

To the Editor:  

This is a piece about Holocaust here Oskar Schindler. I am 
giving you my permission to use the short article below. I 
am submitting it through e-mail so that you don’t have to 
retype it. To verify that I wrote this piece, you may contact 
me at 858-1234 at any hour.  

Meghan Christy 

Oskar Schindler: Holocaust Hero  

By Meghan Christy (867 words) 

“I hated the brutality, the sadism, and the insanity of 
Nazism,” said Holocaust hero Oskar Schindler, who saved 
1,200 Jews. “I just couldn't stand by and see people 
destroyed. I did what I could, what I had to do, what my 
conscience told me I must do. That's all there is to it. Really, 
nothing more.” 

Oskar Schindler was born on April 28, 1908 in Zwittau. 
Back then this city used to be a part of the Austrian Empire. 
Schindler and the rest of his family were German and lived 
in Moravia, which was a part of the country of 
Czechoslovakia. Oskar’s dad, Hans Schindler, owned his 
own farm machinery company. According to the book 
“Oskar Schindler: Saving Jews from the Holocaust,” this 
company was extremely successful because many different 
people needed this type of equipment at that time. The 
family lived in a two-story home with beautiful gardens. 
Growing up, Oskar attended German institution schools, 
which was a mainly German-speaking school, along with 
Elfriede, his younger sister.  

When it came to working as a young man, Schindler began 
to travel with his father and learn more about the family 
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business. During one of the trips with his father, they visited 
the Pelzl farm. This is where Oskar first saw his future wife, 
Emilie, the daughter of Josef Pelzl. Emilie said, “I always 
felt his deep blue eyes caressing me. It was a virile look, dark 
and penetrating, that I could not get out of my mind.” At first 
Emilie’s father was hesitant about letting her go off and 
marry Schindler because he viewed him as too young and 
too wild. Finally, Josef agreed to the marriage and promised 
Schindler a dowry of 100,000 Czech crowns. The two were 
married on March 6, 1928, at the ages of twenty.  

On September 1st of 1939, the Germans had begun to take 
over Poland and start the Holocaust. When Oskar Schindler 
heard about this, he immediately took his first steps to 
heroism. He said, “If you saw a dog going to be crushed 
under a car, wouldn't you help him?” Schindler knew that 
the Jewish population was in trouble. Many of his workers 
were being taken away to unknown places and he was unsure 
what was happening, but he did know that it was bad. In 
January 1943, Schindler bought a piece of land across from 
his factory and began to build barracks with kitchens in them 
along with laundry cleaners and showers. In this new haven, 
Schindler began to hide a large number of Jews.  

Schindler got permission to move his factory from Plaszow 
to Brunnlitz and bring along all of his workers. He then 
began to create a list of 1,098 Jews who Schindler saved 
from the pain and torture of the concentration camps where 
25,000 other men and women were being sent. Until all of 
those being tortured were set free in 1945, Schindler did 
whatever he could to make sure his Schindler-Jews were 
safe. He spent all of his money and even sold Emilie 
Schindler’s jewels to buy food, clothes and medicine. In his 
factory, Schindler set up a secret medical center where 
Emilie would take care of the sick. Those who were to sick 
too be treated and passed away were given a proper Jewish 
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burial in a graveyard which was hidden and Schindler paid 
for.  

As for why he did what he did, there have been many quotes 
that help us understand it more. He has been quoted saying 
he could not stand to watch the Jews treated like pigs. In his 
eyes everyone was equal. It did not matter what nationality 
you were, no one deserved to be treated like that. Murray 
Pantirer, one of the Jews he saved, said, "He came to my 
house once, and I put a bottle of cognac in front of him, and 
he finished it in one sitting. When his eyes were flickering -
- he wasn't drunk -- I said this is the time to ask him the 
question 'why' ? His answer was 'I was a Nazi, and I believed 
that the Germans were doing wrong ... when they started 
killing innocent people -- and it didn't mean anything to me 
that they were Jewish, to me they were just human beings, 
menschean -- I decided I am going to work against them and 
I am going to save as many as I can. And I think that Oscar 
told the truth, because that's the way he worked." 

After the liberation of the Jews, he finished his list of the 
people whom he saved. Some of these names include Moses 
Apfel, Stefan Begleiter, Rafel Bram, Chaskiel Chajkin and 
Josef Ornung.  

Oskar Schindler died in October 1974 in Hildesheim, 
Germany. His remains were then sent to Jerusalem for a 
proper burial. He wished to be buried in Jerusalem because 
he said that is where his children are. Although Schindler 
passed away, his heroic actions will live on forever. There 
have been two movies made about what he did and Schindler 
himself wrote a book. To find out more about Oskar 
Schindler, you can check out books in the library, watch 
Schindler’s List and some of the numerous websites online. 
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The smell of death is polluting the air in Rwanda. It is 1994, 
and just a few days ago, the capital, Kigali, was a normal city 
with shoppers and casual diners. It seemed to happen all of 
a sudden, dead bodies are littering the streets; those who are 
alive are accustomed to the devastating scene. They 
appreciate every breath, knowing at any moment they could 
die, their Tutsi blood mixed with the bloodstains of their 
neighbors and family. Or maybe they are the ones who are 
killing; they are strong members of the Hutu Interahamwe 
militia, thirsty for revenge.  

The tension in Rwanda had been apparent for decades. 
Belgium was a father country to Rwanda, creating a class 
system amongst the natives, Hutus and Tutsis. The Belgians 
favored the Tutsis. Belgians chose those with lighter skin 
color, thinner noses, and a more European appearance to be 
Tutsis. After the differences were too difficult to decipher, a 
Tutsi was defined as an owner of ten or more cattle 
(Sullivan). Hutus and Tutsis were given identification cards, 
and Tutsis were given many more liberties than Hutus. 
Before Rwanda gained independence in 1962, Belgians 
ordered Tutsis, the elite minority of 14%, to punish Hutus 
using amputations and other mutilations. Also, in the 1300s, 
Tutsis migrated to already-Hutu-owned Rwanda. The 
unjustness led to a massacre of Tutsis in the 1960s. In 1960, 
Hutus won the Belgian-run municipal elections. After the 
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Belgians withdrew from Rwanda in 1961, a Hutu revolution 
led by newly elected President Gregoire Kayibanda forced 
thousands of Tutsis to flee to Burundi. These exiled Tutsis 
launched a military attack in Rwanda, which led to a further 
massacre of as many as 20,000 Tutsis (BBC News). By 
1963, half the Tutsi population was living outside of 
Rwanda. By the early 1970s, the remaining Tutsis were 
purged from universities. General Chief of Staff Juvenal 
Habyarimana seized power in 1973 and tried to restore order 
by setting up a one-party state. However, ethnic quotas 
restricted Tutsis to only nine percent of available jobs. Tutsis 
continued to be excluded throughout the 1970s and 1980s. 
Habyarimana returned to a multi-party democracy in 1990 
due to pressure from Western aid donors. The exiled Tutsis 
in Uganda invaded Rwanda later that year which led to fierce 
fighting. A cease-fire wasn’t signed until the next year. 
During that time the Rwandan army began to train and arm 
civilian militias, called the interahamwe, or “those who 
stand together.” In 1990, Habyarimana paid lip service to 
establishing a genuine multi-party system with power 
sharing in 1990, and by 1994 it still had not been set up. For 
years, massacres continued throughout Rwanda resulting in 
thousands of dead Tutsis. From 1993 to 1994, Radio Mille 
Collines began to broadcast derogatory messages. 
Statements such as “cut the tall trees down” were played 
continuously (Hotel Rwanda). This provoked Hutus to feel 
hatred towards the Tutsis. President Habyarimana’s plane 
was shot down near Rwanda’s capital, Kigali, resulting in 
death (Frontline), and the same night, genocidal killings of 
Tutsis began (Smyth). The genocide was quick, most deaths 
occurring within a three-month period (Gros). Hutus had 
been bitter towards Tutsis for decades, and President 
Habyarimana’s death gave them a reason to start the heinous 
killings that became the Rwandan genocide of 1994. 
Neighbors became enemies, and Tutsis were literally being 
chopped up and hacked by their Hutu former best friends. 
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The United Nations sent only 2,500 troops to Rwanda during 
the beginning of the genocide. This number was reduced to 
only 250 troops after Hutu Prime Minister Agathe 
Uwiliyingimana and his ten guards were violently killed. 
The U.N. told the soldiers not to be violent in order to not 
breach their mandate. A few days later, The U.N. Security 
Council discussed the Rwandan crisis while never 
mentioning the word “genocide.” The U.N. would have been 
obligated to “prevent and punish” the perpetrators, had the 
term been used (Frontline). In May of 1994, the U.N. 
decided to send 6,800 mainly African troops and policemen 
to Rwanda. By June of the same year, troops had made no 
signs of deployment. The United States had been arguing 
with the U.N. over who will pay the bill and who will 
provide equipment in order to keep peace in a country that 
seemed so far away. During the movie Hotel Rwanda, a 
foreign journalist named Jack states, “I think if people see 
this footage, they’ll say ‘Oh, my God, that’s horrible!’ And 
then they’ll go on eating their dinners” (Hotel Rwanda). 
Americans were able to understand and sympathize with the 
atrocities in Rwanda, but they were not able to empathize 
unless they personally knew someone who was affected or 
had some other personal ties to the situation. Racism also 
had played a major role in the lack of foreign aid. During the 
movie, a Belgian Colonel says while explaining why the 
world would not intervene: “You’re black. You’re not even 
a nigger. You’re an African” (Hotel Rwanda). It is naturally 
easier for people to help someone who is similar to them. 
White Americans felt that they had nothing in common with 
Rwandans. Not only did they lead different lifestyles, but 
also they did not even have the same skin color or the same 
physical characteristics.  

Despite such destruction and chaos, one man did everything 
in his power to save lives. Paul Rusesabagina, a Hutu man 
with a Tutsi wife, was a manager of the Mille Collines Hotel. 
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Hotel Rwanda covered his acts of heroism amongst the 
devastation of his country. When the genocide was in its 
early stages, elites fled the country, leaving Rusesabagina in 
charge of the hotel. He stated multiple times that he wanted 
to maintain the dignity of the hotel. His heroism began when 
he housed twenty-six neighbors in his house. However, he 
insisted he had to continue to go to work, so he brought them 
with him. The numbers rose exponentially until he had 1,268 
people he kept safe. He started housing family, neighbors, 
and friends at the hotel, until eventually he was taking in a 
random group of orphan Hutu children. Still, he kept running 
the Mille Collines as the upscale, classy hotel that it was. He 
urged employees to continue to do their job. That is why 
Rusesabagina was so successful bargaining with others at the 
point of a gun. He had something to offer the enemy. In 
return for money and alcohol, his Tutsis could stay alive. He 
also knew that in order to get help, he had to have the 
suffering people call their relatives who could help, and it 
was imperative that they sounded desperate. Strangers would 
not help. Even friends would have a hard time helping them 
unless the Rwandans literally made them feel so guilty that 
they felt obligated to help. During Hotel Rwanda, 
Rusesabagina’s character reaches a point of desperation: 

There will be no rescue, no intervention for us. We 
can only save ourselves. Many of you know 
influential people abroad, you must call these people. 
You must tell them what will happen to us, say 
goodbye. But when you say goodbye, say it as if you 
are reaching through the phone and holding their 
hand. Let them know that if they let go of that hand, 
you will die. We must shame them into sending help. 
(Hotel Rwanda) 

Rusesabagina knew how to act in desperate situations, and 
his quick-wittedness saved many. However, he does not 
consider himself a hero: “I was nothing special. I was a hotel 
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manager. I just kept on being a hotel manger. If to be a hero 
is to remain who you are, everyone would be a hero.”  

Paul Rusesabagina is a modest hero. He saved over one 
thousand people from an awful, indecent death. Those one 
thousand bodies could have been littering the roads, their 
limbs gone and their torsos stabbed. Because of 
Rusesabagina, some families were able to stay together. He 
now lives in exile in Brussels because he got threats from the 
Rwandan government. “The president takes me as a threat I 
think” (Klein). He also stated,  

History never seems to teach us any lessons. But that 
is no reason to give up.  Hotel Rwanda should be a 
lesson to show us what was going on in Rwanda in 
1994 and remind us that it never ended. It is still 
happening in many different parts of Africa. Nobody 
talks about the Congo. And I traveled to Darfur 
myself, to see what was going on with my own eyes. 
What happened in Rwanda—it is exactly the same 
there.” (Klein) 

However, Charles Murigande, minister of foreign affairs in 
Rwanda, disagrees. He wrote about the lessons that can be 
learned from the Rwandan genocide and hopes that those 
lessons will help stop current genocide and prevent future 
genocides: 

The first lesson we learn from the 1994 Rwanda 
genocide is that silence and indifference in the face 
of such horrific crimes only emboldens the killers 
and makes even worse crimes possible. The 1994 
genocide would not have been possible or even 
contemplated had the international community 
responded more decisively to prevent or stop the 
crimes of 1959, the 1960s, and the 1970s […] 
Therefore, the first lesson is quickly followed by a 
second, namely, that international law and other 



 33 

political commitments are only as good as our 
political will to implement or enforce them. Without 
political will, international law and other 
commitments are impotent. (Murigande) 

Murigande continues to say that the Security Council is not 
always a “strong tower” that should be relied on for those 
who are desperate. He also comments on how the lack of 
swift action was a giant mistake. Foreign countries could 
have easily prevented civilians from suffering by going after 
the Interahamwe force much sooner. He does admit that 
pleasing everyone and every organization is a difficult feat, 
but “if our people are to enjoy peace, security, and the fruits 
of development for generations to come, then we must 
ourselves be able to effectively protect them and prevent 
such crimes from ever happening again” (Murigande). While 
talking about Rwanda’s reconstruction successes, 
Murigande gives three final lessons: 

First, national ownership is essential to ensure 
sustainable outcomes in a post conflict situation. 
Right from the beginning, we have owned the 
recovery, rehabilitation, and development plans for 
our country […] Second, in cases like Rwanda where 
the international community has manifestly failed to 
prevent or protect against genocide, the international 
community has an obligation to rebuild alongside 
national actors […] The international community 
should support efforts in Rwanda to rebuild the 
society after the genocide. The last lesson […] is that 
if Rwanda rose from the depths to which it had fallen, 
and continues to rise even today then I believe there 
can never be a hopeless case in terms of post conflict 
national recovery and renewal. Success requires only 
good leadership—a leadership that is patriotic and 
loves its people, a leadership that has a vision […] At 
the same time, success also requires a mobilized 
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population that takes ownership of its recovery 
process and the support of international partners. 
(Murigande) 

Though the warning signs for the Rwandan genocide may 
seem apparent now, Rwandans and foreigners did not 
necessarily expect it. Hopefully, now that the genocide is 
over and has been greatly publicized, especially with the 
movie Hotel Rwanda, everyone will be able to reflect on 
what was done wrong, and what they can do better for the 
next genocide. Tragedy is never easy to deal with, but 
Rwandans have been good about deciding to forgive, but not 
to forget the 800,000 Tutsis who were murdered. They are 
moving on and working towards rebuilding their society. 
Rwanda is expected to transform into a middle-income 
country by 2020. Technology and service industries are 
growing as well as a boost in tourism and an annual 
economic growth of more than six percent each year for over 
a decade. Rwanda was also ranked as the most improved 
sub-Saharan nation (Murigande). Paul Rusesabagina may 
not view himself as a hero in this situation, but he was brave 
enough to put his life on the line numerous times in order to 
save a life. His dedication, quick thinking, and bravery saved 
over a thousand lives and those people will forever be 
grateful to their Rwandan hero. 
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APPENDIX B: Heroes of Human Rights 
*** 

“The anecdotes are retold in my own words.”  

“This is a cornucopia of ideas: little organization but 
much serendipity.” 

— David Bruce 

*** 

Activism 

Political Activism 

• The Three Stooges—Jews all—showed courage in 1939 
and 1940 by mocking Hitler and the Nazis before doing that 
was encouraged. (Before Pearl Harbor, the Hays Office 
discouraged the making of anti-Nazi propaganda films.) The 
Three Stooges’ You Nazty Spy! was released in January 1940 
and their I’ll Never Heil Again was released in July 1941. 
You Nazty Spy! was set in the Kingdom of Moronica, and in 
I’ll Never Heil Again Curly’s Field Marshall Herring reports 
to the Hitler character, “We bombed 56 hospitals, 85 
schools, 42 kindergartens, 4 cemeteries, and other vital 
military objects.” 

Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, Mixed Nuts, pp. 174-176. 

Epstein, Lawrence J. Mixed Nuts: America’s Love Affair 
with Comedy Teams From Burns and Allen to Belushi and 
Aykroyd. New York: PublicAffairs, 2004. 

Political Activism  

• Black dance pioneer Katherine Dunham engaged in 
activism to support the causes she believed in. In 1992, the 
United States government turned away political refugees 
from her beloved Haiti. In protest, Ms. Dunham—at the age 
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of 82—started a widely publicized fast that lasted 47 days 
and ended only after deposed Haitian president Jean-
Bertrand Aristide telephoned her and urged her to eat. The 
fast was successful in bringing the attention of the media to 
the plight of the refugees. 

Source: Barbara O’Connor, Katherine Dunham: Pioneer of 
Black Dance, pp. 95-97. 

O’Connor, Barbara. Katherine Dunham: Pioneer of Black 
Dance. Minneapolis, MN: Carolrhoda Books, Inc., 2000. 

Political Activism  

• Before the American War of Independence, colonists were 
upset at being taxed without representation. They succeeded 
in getting most of the taxes revoked, except for the tax on 
tea—so the colonists boycotted tea. Instead, they drank 
coffee, tea from Holland (which had to be smuggled into the 
American colonies), or “Liberty Tea” (which was made from 
American plants). Soon the British East India Company had 
warehouses filled with moldy tea. 

Source: Cynthia Salisbury, Phillis Wheatley: Legendary 
African-American Poet, p. 55. 

Salisbury, Cynthia. Phillis Wheatley: Legendary African-
American Poet. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, 
Inc., 2001. 

Political Activism  

• Ronald Reagan made a lot of mistakes when he was 
President, including saying that trees pollute more than 
factories do. Pollution kills, and students were upset that 
their President understood so little about pollution, ecology, 
and the environment. After saying this remark, President 
Reagan visited Claremont College in southern California. 
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Around the trees on the campus, students had placed 
placards that read, “Stop me before I kill again.” 

Source: Morris K. Udall, Too Funny to be President, p. 27. 

Udall, Morris K. Too Funny to be President. With Bob 
Neuman and Randy Udall. New York: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1988. 

Political Activism  

 • During World War II, the Japanese occupied Malaysia 
from January 1942 to August 1945. After the occupation of 
the town of Seremban, a Japanese executive decided to use 
a pond to raise ducks; therefore, he ordered that the pond be 
fenced in, then he released 600 ducklings into the pond. 
However, the Malaysians did not appreciate the Japanese 
executive’s plans. At the end of two months, only 300 
ducklings were still alive, and at the end of three months, 
only 60 ducklings were still alive. When the Malaysians 
were questioned about the disappearance of the ducklings, 
they suggested that the ducklings didn’t know how to swim 
and therefore must have drowned. 

Source: Thomas R.P. Dawson, Amusing Sidelights on 
Japanese Occupation, p. 29. 

Dawson, Thomas R.P. Amusing Sidelights on Japanese 
Occupation. 2nd ed. Petaling Jaya, Selangor, Malaysia: 
Thomas Dawson, 1972. 

Political Activism / Underground Humor  

• Lithuanians hated being under Soviet domination, and this 
hatred appeared in their underground humor. In the town 
square of Kaunas was a statue of Vladimir Lenin with one 
hand stretched out to the people, and the other hand behind 
his back. To illustrate life under the Communists, 
Lithuanians used to place objects in Lenin’s hands. In the 
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hand behind Lenin’s back was placed a piece of bread, and 
in the hand stretched out to the people was placed a piece of 
doggy doo-doo. Also, Lithuanians used to pretend the statue 
was a scarecrow. Each spring, plants would appear around 
the statue; Lithuanians had secretly planted the plants. 

Source: Algis Ruksenas, Is That You Laughing Comrade?, 
p. 101. 

Ruksenas, Algis. Is That You Laughing Comrade? The 
World’s Best Russian (Underground) Jokes. Secaucus, NJ: 
Citadel Press, 1986. 

Political Activism  

• The year 2007 will be remembered in part for the protests 
of monks against the military dictatorship in Burma. It may 
also be remembered for a very unusual protest by 
international women, who discovered that in Burmese 
society macho soldier types believe that they must not come 
in contact with female undergarments. This has led to the 
formation of the international women’s protest called 
“Panties for Peace,” which may sound satiric but is deadly 
serious. Women all over the world sent their panties to 
Burmese embassies all over the world to protest the Burmese 
military’s bad treatment of the Burmese monks. For 
example, American women sent their panties to the Burmese 
embassy in the United States, which is located at 2300 S 
Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20008. 

Jim Hightower, “A Very Personal Protest.” 5 November 
2007 <http://www.jimhightower.com/node/6250>. 

Political Activism  

• When comedian Whoopi Goldberg did a joke about George 
W. Bush with the word “Bush” having a double meaning, a 
certain outraged Republican-friendly television network 
demanded a videotape of Whoopi telling the joke. After 
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hearing this, comedian Kate Clinton says she sent the 
network a 43-hour videotape of the network’s jokes about 
President Bill Clinton and his little flesh-colored friend. The 
network returned the videotape. In response to Whoopi’s 
joke, the suits at Slimfast decided to drop her as their 
spokesperson. Therefore, to show support for Whoopi, Ms. 
Clinton attempted to organize a protest in which participants 
would throw Slimfast into the harbor at Provincetown, but 
the protest fell through. According to Ms. Clinton, the 
harbormaster wouldn’t allow them to throw Slimfast into the 
water because Slimfast is environmentally toxic. 

Source: Kate Clinton, What the L?, pp. 27-29. 

Clinton, Kate. What the L? New York: Carroll & Graf 
Publishers, 2005. 

Political Activism  

• TV’s Mister Rogers once watched a violent Saturday 
morning cartoon with a grandson. In the cartoon were lots of 
machine guns and lots of shooting. Mister Rogers confessed 
that what he was watching was scary, even to an adult like 
him. His grandson looked surprised, then said that the bad 
guys were the people being shot, so Mister Rogers pointed 
out that there are other and better ways of dealing with bad 
guys. That night, before going to bed, Mister Rogers wrote a 
public service announcement that stated, “Some television 
programs are loud and scary, with people shooting and 
hitting each other. Well, you can do something about that. 
When you see scary television like that, you can turn it off. 
And when you do turn it off, that will show you that you are 
the strongest of them all. It takes a very strong person to be 
able to turn off scary TV.” 

Source: Amy Hollingsworth, The Simple Faith of Mister 
Rogers, pp. 94-95. 
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Hollingsworth, Amy. The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers. 
Nashville, TN: Integrity Publishers, 2005. 

Political Activism and Gay Activism  

• Sometimes, computer video games will include content 
that makes a political statement. For example, the 1985 Cold 
War strategy game Balance of Power made an anti-nuclear 
war statement. Players were supposed to avoid a nuclear war 
in the game. Knowing that some players might create a 
nuclear war simply to see some neat computer graphics, the 
creators made sure that when a nuclear war erupted in the 
game, a screen would appear that said simply, “You have 
ignited a nuclear war …. We do not reward failure.” Another 
example of political content occurred in the game 
SimCopter, one of whose creators, Jacques Servin, got fired 
(in 1996) because he had secretly written computer code that 
resulted in certain male characters in the game kissing other 
male characters. 

Greg Bluestein, “Creators put politics into video games.” 21 
January 2007 
<http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20070122/ap_on_hi_te/opinio
n_games>. 

Political Activism  

• After becoming governor of California, movie star Arnold 
Schwarzenegger was very popular until he revealed himself 
to be a bullyboy who insulted nurses and other people who 
have dedicated themselves to helping others. Early in his 
administration, he supported big business in the form of 
large hospital chains by delaying a change that would lower 
the nurse-to-patient ratio, thus missing a chance to improve 
service quality and to decrease the chances of a nurse making 
a serious mistake through overwork. As governor 
Schwarzenegger addressed 10,000 women at a state 
convention, a few nurses protested by unfurling a banner that 
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read, “Hands Off Patient Ratios.” He responded by saying 
on TV, “Pay no attention … to the special interests. I am 
always kicking their b*tts.” Perhaps he forgot that a nurse’s 
special interest is taking very good care of very ill patients. 
In November of 2005, governor Schwarzenegger spent over 
$50 million of taxpayer money as he sought to have voters 
pass initiatives harming teachers and unions and the political 
process. The nurses—and the teachers, and the firefighters, 
and the voters—rejected all of governor Schwarzenegger’s 
initiatives. When the election results were announced to the 
nurses, they formed a conga line and chanted, “We’re the 
mighty, mighty nurses.” (A few years later, governor 
Schwarzenegger’s popularity rose again, perhaps as a result 
of his pursuing a much more liberal—or at least moderate—
agenda.) 

Kathleen Sharp, “The Woman Behind Arnold’s Defeat.” 
Pacific New Service. Posted on Alternet.org on 10 
November 2005 <http://www.alternet.org/story/28058/>. 
Also: Robert Scheer, “Who’s the Girlie-Man Now?” The 
Huffington Post. 8 November 2005 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-scheer/whos-the-
girlieman-now_b_10373.html>. 

Political Activism  

• In 2008 in San Francisco, a group known as the Presidential 
Memorial Commission of San Francisco wanted to change 
the name of the Oceanside Water Pollution Control Plant. 
Because of President George W. Bush’s record as overseer 
of the country’s welfare, they wanted the sewage treatment 
plant’s name changed to the George W. Bush Sewage Plant. 
To do that, they submitted to San Francisco election officials 
over 10,000 signatures in order to get their initiative on the 
ballot. According to organizer Brian McConnell, “We think 
that it’s important to remember our leaders in the right 
historical context. In President Bush’s case, we think that we 



 43 

will be cleaning up a substantial mess for the next 10 or 20 
years. The sewage treatment facility’s job is to clean up a 
mess, so we think it’s a fitting tribute.” In the opinion of this 
writer, Mr. McConnell is optimistic. It will take much longer 
than 10 to 20 years to clean up President Bush’s mess. To be 
fair to President Bush, he did what he set out to do—transfer 
much more of the nation’s wealth to the already wealthy. 
President Bush simply did not and does not care about non-
wealthy people like the author of his book. 

Michelle Locke, “Calif. group proposes George W. Bush 
Sewage Plant.” Associated Press. 7 July 2008 
<http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20080707/ap_on_re_us/presid
ential_putdown;_ylt=AoGitxYCRdFhKdHvMtg62lwDW7
oF>. 

Political Activism  

• President George W. Bush was widely despised both at 
home and abroad. In Seattle, Washington, a manufacturer of 
backpacks and laptop bags doubled sales because its 
products have a tiny laundry label that says, “Nous sommes 
desoles que notre president soit un idiot. Nous n’avons pas 
vote pour lui.” Translated from the French, the label says, 
“We are sorry that our president is an idiot. We did not vote 
for him.” 

“Laundry Label Calling President an ‘Idiot’ is a Hit.” 
Reuter’s. 6 May 2004 
<http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story 
&cid=573&c=7&u=/nm/odd_label_dc,>. 

Political Activism  

• In the days when Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister of 
England, much protest music was written about her, but 
early in the 21st century, several conservative British 
politicians stated that they liked (and often still like) that 
music. One such politician was the Cameroonian Tory MP 
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Ed Vaizey, who strongly supported Ms. Thatcher and who 
thought that about everyone else did, too. He listened to a 
song titled “Stand Down, Margaret” by the 1980s group the 
Beat, and he says, “I couldn’t work out what they had against 
Princess Margaret.” On January 10, 2008, conservative 
politician David Cameron wanted to get his photograph 
taken in Salford, Greater Manchester, at the Salford Lads 
Club, known for being the site where the anti-Thatcherite 
group the Smiths had a photograph taken for their 1986 
album The Queen is Dead. Activists discovered his plan, 
however, so they showed up in force with such signs as 
“Salford Lads not Eton snobs” and “Oi, Dave —Eton Toffs’ 
club is 300 miles that way.” Mr. Cameroon was unable to get 
the photograph he wanted. 

John Harris, “Hands off our music!” The Guardian. 18 
March 2008 
<http://music.guardian.co.uk/pop/story/0,,2266213,00.html
>. 

Sports Activism  

• Vera Cáslavská of Czechoslovakia engaged in an 
impressive act of activism at the 1968 Olympic Games in 
Mexico City. The Soviet military had rolled into 
Czechoslovakia two months earlier, putting an end to free 
speech. In Mexico City, Ms. Cáslavská won the gold medal 
in the women’s gymnastics all-around competition and 
received a total of four gold and two silver medals at this 
Olympics. She shared the gold medal in the floor exercise 
event with Soviet athlete Larissa Petrik. While the Czech 
national anthem played, Ms. Cáslavská stood tall and was 
proud, but when the Soviet national anthem played, she hung 
her head and was sad. Everyone at the Olympics knew what 
the Czech citizen was sad about. 

Source: Bud Greenspan, 100 Greatest Moments in Olympic 
History, pp. 84-85. 
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Greenspan, Bud. 100 Greatest Moments in Olympic History. 
Los Angeles, CA: General Publishing Group, Inc., 1995. 

Economic Activism  

• In early 2008, truck drivers protested $4-per-gallon diesel 
fuel costs by slowing down or blocking freeway traffic. For 
example, on the New Jersey Turnpike, trucks crawled along 
at 20 miles per hour. Near Chicago, they drove with three 
trucks side by side by side to block traffic, then they slowed 
down—way down. Similar slow-downs occurred elsewhere 
in the United States. Many of these activists were owner-
operators who can’t make a profit when diesel fuel costs $4 
per gallon. Some of them can’t make the payments on their 
trucks, which are foreclosed by the banks. Maine trucker 
Donald Hayden lost three trucks when Daimler-Chrysler 
repossessed them. To make a point, he surrendered the 
trucks publicly so that other people would know what is 
happening: He parked them in front of the statehouse in 
Augusta, Maine, because as he points out, “Repossession is 
something people don’t usually see.” The Daimler-Chrysler 
representative repossessing the trucks said, “I don’t see why 
you couldn’t make the payments.” Mr. Hayden replied, “See, 
I have to pay for fuel and food, and I’ve eaten too many 
meals in my life to give that up.” Author Barbara Ehrenreich 
thinks that making repossession public is a good idea, as it 
makes people aware of what is going on. In her blog, she 
writes, “Suppose homeowners were to start making their 
foreclosures into public events—inviting the neighbors and 
the press, at least getting someone to camcord the children 
sitting disconsolately on the steps and the furniture spread 
out on the lawn. Maybe, for a nice dramatic touch, have the 
neighbors shower the bankers, when they arrive, with dollar 
bills and loose change, since those bankers never can seem 
to get enough.” 
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Barbara Ehrenreich, “Truck Drivers Block Freeway Traffic 
Across the U.S. to Protest Soaring Fuel Prices.” 8 April 2008 
<http://www.alternet.org/story/81641/?page=entire>. 

Economic Activism  

• In September 2008, James Meeks, a Baptist minister and 
state senator, organized an impressive act of activism. He led 
a boycott of Chicago Public Schools by nearly 1,000 
students and instead bused them to two affluent North Shore 
schools. His purpose was to show the differences in funding 
and quality of education in the schools in different areas of 
Illinois. According to an article in the Chicago Tribune, “In 
a funding system fueled largely by local property taxes, New 
Trier Township spent nearly $17,000 per student in 2005-06 
and Sunset Ridge spent about $16,000, while Chicago Public 
Schools spent an estimated $10,400 per pupil.” A post by 
Paul Tough at <Slate.com> highlighted just how good New 
Trier Township High School is, calling it “a public school 
with four orchestras, a rowing club, a course in ‘kinetic 
wellness,’ and AP (Advanced Placement) classes in French, 
Spanish, German, Japanese, Latin, and Chinese.” The 
students from Chicago Public Schools were mainly black, 
while the students in New Trier Township High School were 
mainly white. Mr. Meeks said, “If they can call an 
emergency session for capital projects, they can call an 
emergency session to deal with education. This is human 
capital. This is a 30-year problem, the system of funding 
education.” 

Carlos Sadovi, Tara Malone and Lisa Black, “Chicago 
public school students skip class in show of activism.” 
Chicago Tribune. 3 September 2008 
<http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-
boycott_03sep03,0,7085986.story>. Also: Paul Tough, 
“Free the Chicago 1,400.” Slate.com. 9 September 2008 
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<http://www.slate.com/blogs/blogs/schoolhouse/default.asp
x>. 

Economic Activism 

 • In its performance piece titled Frozen Wages, the San 
Francisco Mime Troupe uses juggling to show the effects of 
layoffs on workers. Several people begin juggling, but one 
by one the jugglers are laid off, leaving a smaller number of 
jugglers to juggle all the clubs that the large group had been 
juggling. The number of jugglers gets smaller and smaller, 
the number of clubs remains the same, the jugglers work 
harder and harder, and the clubs are thrown faster and faster 
until one too many juggler is laid off and everything 
collapses. 

Source: Ron Jenkins, Acrobats of the Soul, pp. 44, 46. 

Jenkins, Ron. Acrobats of the Soul. New York: Theatre 
Communications Group, Inc., 1988. 

Education Activism  

• In February of 2007, the University of Chicago came up 
with a new funding plan for some of its graduate students. 
According to an article by Deanna Isaacs, “Beginning the 
following fall, almost every entering grad in the humanities 
and social sciences divisions would receive an annual 
stipend of $19,000 for five years, along with free tuition, 
guaranteed teaching opportunities, and other benefits.” 
Unfortunately, that program did not apply to the university’s 
current graduate students working in those disciplines. 
These graduate students came up with a notable protest. 
They went to the provost’s office and deposited on the 
provost’s desk 150 apples, each of which bore a protest 
message. 

Deanna Isaacs, “And All I Got Was This Lousy PhD.” 
Chicago Reader. 1 May 2008 
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<http://www.chicagoreader.com/features/stories/thebusines
s/080501/>. 

Education Activism  

• Activism occasionally occurs in the public schools. On 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, more than 160 eighth-grade 
students in a South Bronx middle school—who were taking 
six different classes at Intermediate School 318—went on 
strike and refused to take another standardized test as 
required by President George W. Bush’s No Child Left 
Behind program. The students created a petition that listed 
their grievances, including the “constant, excessive and 
stressful testing” that forces them to “lose valuable 
instructional time with our teachers.” Actually, the students 
didn’t even boycott a real test—they boycotted a practice 
Social Studies test. How did they do that? They simply 
handed in blank practice exam sheets for the three-hour 
practice exam. Thirteen-year-old Tatiana Nelson, one of the 
protest leaders, complained, “We’ve had a whole bunch of 
these diagnostic tests all year. They don’t even count toward 
our grades. The school system’s just treating us like test 
dummies for the companies that make the exams.” 

Allison Kilkenny, “Apathy Doesn’t Live in the Bronx.” 
Huffington Post. 23 May 2008 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/allison-kilkenny/apathy-
doesnt-live-in-the_b_103368.html>. Also: Juan Gonzalez, 
“Bronx 8th-graders boycott practice exam but teacher may 
get ax.” New York Daily News. 21 May 2008 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/education/2008/05
/21/2008-05-
21_bronx_8thgraders_boycott_practice_exam_b-1.html>. 

Computer Game Activism  

• The creators behind the controversial video game Grand 
Theft Auto 4 have a sly sense of humor. In the game, the 
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player can run around beating up and murdering police 
officers and prostitutes, but if the player chooses to drink and 
drive, a screen pops up advising the player not to do that and 
to take a taxi instead. If the player chooses to drive drunk 
anyway, immediately they are pulled over by the police. 

Annalee Newitz, “Who’s Afraid of Grand Theft Auto?” 7 
May 2008 
<http://www.alternet.org/columnists/story/84764/>. 

Miscellaneous Activism 

• In late 1987, Augusto Pinochet, dictator of Chile, 
threatened to execute 77 Chilean actors, directors, and 
producers if they did not leave the country by the end of 
November. They responded bravely by wearing T-shirts that 
bore the design of a red bull’s-eye and the slogan “Shoot me 
first.” The dictator backed down and did not execute the 
actors, directors, and producers. 

Source: Walter Oleksy, Christopher Reeve, pp. 57-58. 

Oleksy, Walter. Christopher Reeve. San Diego, CA: Lucent 
Books, 2000. 

• Books were important in Jesse Jackson’s life. While he was 
a child, his mother worked as a maid for a white family. She 
used to find books and magazines in the white family’s 
garbage, dig them out, and take them home for young Jesse 
to read. As an adult, Mr. Jackson attended the University of 
Illinois in Urbana on a football scholarship. While at home 
in Greenville, South Carolina, one summer, he went to the 
public library to do research, but he was not allowed in the 
library because he was black. This angered him, and the 
following summer he organized a protest against the library. 
Television showed him and seven other students being 
arrested in his first protest for civil rights. 
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Source: Ron L. Harmon, American Civil Rights Leaders, pp. 
88, 90. 

Harmon, Ron L. American Civil Rights Leaders. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

• French actress Catherine Deneuve is favor of legalized 
abortion. In 1971, she signed an important document: the 
Manifeste des 343 salopes (the Manifesto of 343 Bitches). In 
this document 343 women admitted to having obtained 
illegal abortions. By signing the document, they hoped to 
change abortion laws in France. 

Bryan Appleyard, “Ice queen Catherine Deneuve 
remembers.” The Times. 18 January 2009 
<http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entert
ainment/film/article5523771.ece>. 

Bibliography 

The Majestic Plastic Bag - A Mockumentary (youtube.com) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLgh9h2ePYw 

Activism 

• In the late 1980s, gay men in New York City created the 
organization AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power, or ACT-UP, 
to advocate increased AIDS research and to protest 
discrimination against gays. Members of ACT-UP have 
done such things as chain themselves to the fence 
surrounding the White House in an attempt to force the 
government to be aware of the AIDS problem and to act to 
solve it. The slogan of ACT-UP is “Silence Equals Death.” 
In other words, ignoring the problem of AIDS will lead to 
the deaths of millions of people. 

Source: Tom Flynn and Karen Lound, AIDS: Examining the 
Crisis, pp. 47, 49. 
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Flynn, Tom, and Karen Lound. AIDS: Examining the Crisis. 
Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1995. 

• At an AIDS die-in, some activists wore white lab coats 
which had bloody handprints on the backs. Others lay “dead” 
beside such signs as “DIED FROM RED TAPE” and “DIED 
DUE TO LACK OF HEALTH CARE.” 

Source: David B. Feinberg, Queer and Loathing: Rants and 
Raves of a Raging AIDS Clone, pp. 47-48. 

Feinberg, David B. Queer and Loathing: Rants and Raves of 
a Raging AIDS Clone. New York: Viking, 1994. 

• Many famous people have acquired the HIV virus or have 
died from AIDS. The first famous person to announce that 
he had AIDS was actor Rock Hudson, who died from the 
disease in 1985. In 1991, Los Angeles Lakers basketball star 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson announced that he was HIV-
positive. Tennis star Arthur Ashe, who died from AIDS in 
1993, contracted the HIV virus during open-heart surgery. 
Other celebrities who have died from AIDS include Amanda 
Blake (who played Miss Kitty on TV’s Gunsmoke), figure 
skater John Curry, pianist Liberace; Freddie Mercury (the 
lead singer for the rock band Queen), actor Anthony Perkins 
(who played Norman Bates in Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho), 
and Robert Reed (who played the father on TV’s Brady 
Bunch). 

Source: Tom Flynn and Karen Lound, AIDS: Examining the 
Crisis, pp. 15, 30. 34, 58-59. 

Flynn, Tom, and Karen Lound. AIDS: Examining the Crisis. 
Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1995. 

• One of Dini von Mueffling’s best friends died of AIDS, so 
she became involved in educating young people about the 
disease. She quickly discovered that many schools wanted 
her to speak to students, but only if she spoke about 
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abstinence and ignored safer sex. Once she arrived at one 
school that knew that she spoke about safer sex—but she was 
informed that she could speak only about abstinence. She 
declined to do so, and when she arrived at the part of her 
program in which she spoke about safer sex, the lights in the 
auditorium “mysteriously” began to flicker on and off, and 
she was unable to complete her program. 

Source: Michael Thomas Ford, The Voices of AIDS, pp. 66-
67. 

Ford, Michael Thomas. The Voices of AIDS: Twelve 
Unforgettable People Talk About How AIDS has Changed 
Their Lives. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1995. 

• As figure skater Robert McCall lay dying of AIDS, he 
heard on the radio that he had died and he listened as the 
announcer read his obituary. He called the radio station and 
announced, “This is Robert McCall,” then he had the 
pleasure of using Mark Twain’s immortal line: “Rumors of 
my death are greatly exaggerated.” 

Source: Toller Cranston, Zero Tollerance, p. 314. 

Cranston, Toller. Zero Tollerance. With Martha Lowder 
Kimball. Toronto, Canada: McClelland and Stewart, Inc., 
1997. 

• Bob Rafsky suffered from AIDS, and he was an activist for 
AIDS research. One day, he went to a Japanese 
pharmaceuticals company to ask why research was being 
delayed on a promising new drug. To make a point, he rolled 
the leg of his pants up, and then showed the executives a 
lesion-covered leg. 

Source: David B. Feinberg, Queer and Loathing: Rants and 
Raves of a Raging AIDS Clone, p. 183. 
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Feinberg, David B. Queer and Loathing: Rants and Raves of 
a Raging AIDS Clone. New York: Viking, 1994. 

• A friend of world-famous Barney’s window-dresser Simon 
Doonan died of AIDS. Mundo was proud of his Tarahumara 
Indian heritage. As he lay dying, he looked at what seemed 
to Simon to be nothing, then said, “There are crowds of 
people waiting for me. They are Indians. They are weaving 
a banner.” Simon asked, “What kind of banner?” Mundo 
replied, “It’s a welcome banner. As soon as the banner is 
finished, I am going to join them.” Soon, he slipped into a 
coma and died. 

Source: Simon Doonan, Nasty, pp. 252-253. 

Doonan, Simon. Nasty. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005. 

• AIDS activist Kate Barnhart once demonstrated outside a 
board of education, a reporter for a Catholic TV station 
interviewed her. The reporter asked if she used condoms, 
and she answered no. Hearing this, the reporter thought that 
this was a contradiction in Ms. Barnhart’s position, so he 
asked, “You mean you don’t use condoms during sex?” Ms. 
Barnhart explained that she doesn’t have sex. The reporter 
then asked, “Well, since you believe in abstinence, would 
you recommend that other young people do as you do?” She 
replied, “Sure, I would recommend that all young people 
spend their time out here on the streets demonstrating for 
AIDS education.”  

Source: Michael Thomas Ford, The Voices of AIDS, pp. 207-
208. 

Ford, Michael Thomas. The Voices of AIDS: Twelve 
Unforgettable People Talk About How AIDS has Changed 
Their Lives. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1995. 

• Some people may be surprised to learn what the ground in 
front of the White House contains. When the lover of David 
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Robinson died of AIDS, Mr. Robinson thought of mailing 
his ashes to the White House to protest the then-
administration’s lack of action on research to fight AIDS. 
However, he decided to do a more public act of protest. 
Together with many other activists, he (and they) carried the 
ashes of departed loved ones who had died of AIDS and 
threw them over the fence onto the White House lawn. It was 
a rainy day, and the rain mixed the ashes with the soil.  

Source: David B. Feinberg, Queer and Loathing: Rants and 
Raves of a Raging AIDS Clone, pp. 254-257. 

Feinberg, David B. Queer and Loathing: Rants and Raves of 
a Raging AIDS Clone. New York: Viking, 1994. 

• AIDS activist Tim Bailey wanted his corpse to be thrown 
over the fence at the White House in protest of the lack of 
action in combating AIDS. Of course, that wasn’t feasible, 
so instead he asked that his corpse be carried (in a coffin) in 
a protest march in Washington, D.C. The political funeral 
took place in July of 1993. Not surprisingly, the police were 
against this kind of activism, so a standoff ensued between 
the living activists and the police, who wouldn’t allow the 
coffin to be removed from the van that had transported it to 
Washington. Eventually, the police told the activists that in 
order for them to have a procession, they needed a death 
certificate and the corpse had to be examined by a coroner. 
The coroner examined the corpse, and the activists shouted, 
“ARE YOU SATISFIED? IS HE DEAD ENOUGH? THIS 
IS WHAT AIDS LOOKS LIKE. ARE YOU PROUD OF 
YOURSELF?” Eventually, some of the protesters were 
arrested, and the remaining protesters carried flowers 
because Mr. Bailey used to fill his backpack with flowers so 
he could pass them out during Gay Pride parades.  

Source: David B. Feinberg, Queer and Loathing: Rants and 
Raves of a Raging AIDS Clone, pp. 260-265. 
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Feinberg, David B. Queer and Loathing: Rants and Raves of 
a Raging AIDS Clone. New York: Viking, 1994. 

• In the early 1980s, San Francisco AIDS activist Cleve 
Jones got the idea for the Names Project, also known as the 
AIDS Memorial Quilt. In the Names Project, people who 
wish to honor the memory of a relative, friend, or other loved 
one who has died of AIDS create a quilt with the loved one’s 
name on it. Many of the quilts are very simple, while others 
are very complex. Often, the quilts bear mementos of the 
person being honored—a love letter, a wedding ring, an 
article of clothing, and so on. Each quilt measures six feet by 
three feet, which is approximately the size of a grave. 

Source: Tom Flynn and Karen Lound, AIDS: Examining the 
Crisis, p. 49. 

Flynn, Tom, and Karen Lound. AIDS: Examining the Crisis. 
Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1995. 

• Penny Raife Durant, the author of When Heroes Die, a 
novel for young people about a man who dies from AIDS, 
spoke with her younger son about AIDS. The conversation 
was difficult for her, but the result was good. He told her, 
“I’m just going to say this once. Now you just listen. I don’t 
intend to have sex before marriage. But if something would 
happen and I would decide to have sex before marriage, I 
would use a condom.” She then told her son, “That’s 
wonderful. I’m very proud of you.” 

Source: Michael Thomas Ford, The Voices of AIDS, pp. 97-
98. 

Ford, Michael Thomas. The Voices of AIDS: Twelve 
Unforgettable People Talk About How AIDS has Changed 
Their Lives. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1995. 

• Kate Barnhart became an activist for AIDS at a young age. 
As a member of ACT UP, she has even been arrested a few 
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times. When she applied for admission for college, she was 
asked to write an essay on her “most positive educational 
experience,” and instead of writing about such things as a 
favorite biology course, she wrote about her experiences as 
an activist. Ms. Barnhart says, “I was rejected by ten schools. 
But I figured I didn’t want to go to any school that wouldn’t 
accept me for who I am.” 

Source: Michael Thomas Ford, The Voices of AIDS, p. 210. 

Ford, Michael Thomas. The Voices of AIDS: Twelve 
Unforgettable People Talk About How AIDS has Changed 
Their Lives. New York: Morrow Junior Books, 1995. 

Aristides de Sousa Mendes 

• Aristides de Sousa Mendes, the Portuguese Consul-
General in Bordeaux, rescued thousands of Jews from the 
Holocaust by directly disobeying his country’s orders and 
giving visas to Jews so that they could escape to freedom. A 
devout Roman Catholic, Mr. Mendes knew that he was 
risking his career, his reputation, and his own money by 
rescuing Jews. However, he said, “I cannot allow these 
people to die. Our constitution says that the religion or the 
politics of a foreigner shall not be used to deny refuge in 
Portugal. I have decided to follow this principle. Even if I 
am discharged, I can only act as a Christian, as my 
conscience tells me. If I am disobeying orders, I would rather 
be with God against men than with men against God.” The 
Jews used the Portuguese visas to escape to neutral Spain. 

Source: Eric Silver, The Book of the Just: The Unsung 
Heroes Who Rescued Jews from Hitler, pp. 50-55. 

Fralon, José Alain, A Good Man in Evil Times: The Story of 
Aristides de Sousa Mendes, the an Who Saved the Lives of 
Countless Refugees in World War II. New York : Carroll & 
Graf, 2001. 
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See also: Silver, Eric. The Book of the Just: The Unsung 
Heroes Who Rescued Jews from Hitler. New York: Grove 
Press, 1992. 

Birth Control 

• Margaret Sanger, founder of Planned Parenthood, was a 
proponent of birth control, in part because of the methods 
being used to stop pregnancies, including rolling down the 
stairs. She also sometimes saw on Saturday nights 50 to 100 
women waiting outside the office of a $5 abortionist. The 
death of a tenement woman made Ms. Sanger a radical when 
it came to disseminating information about birth control. The 
woman was very ill from a botched self-induced abortion, 
but she recovered. During her recovery, she asked her doctor 
how to avoid becoming pregnant again. He replied, “Tell 
your husband to sleep on the roof.” A few weeks later she 
was pregnant again, and this time she died from a self-
induced abortion. 

Source: Moira Davison Reynolds, Women Champions of 
Human Rights, pp. 69-70. 

Reynolds, Moira Davison. Women Champions of Human 
Rights. Jefferson, NC: McFarland and Company, Inc., 1991. 

Brown v. Board of Education 

• As a result of the Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. 
Topeka (Kansas) Board of Education, schools were forced 
to desegregate. In Boston, protests by white parents broke 
out, and the parents’ racial hatred infected their children. 
Richie Wallace, a black junior high school student, reported 
that everyday when the black students got off the bus, white 
students called them racial slurs and threatened them. Older 
white students sometimes made younger white students run 
down the school hallways wearing white sheets and yelling, 
“The Klansmen are coming!” 
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Source: Susan Banfield, Ethnic Conflicts in School, p. 26. 

Banfield, Susan. Ethnic Conflicts in School. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

• Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas is the 
Supreme Court ruling that struck down segregation by 
establishing that “separate” is inherently unequal. If not for 
this ruling, segregation would most likely still be legal in the 
U.S. Although the ruling was unanimous in striking down 
segregation, it possibly could have gone the other way. 
United States Supreme Court Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson 
was a conservative Kentuckian whom civil rights lawyer 
Thurgood Marshall blamed for holding up action on the case. 
Mr. Marshall worried about Chief Justice Vinson, feeling 
that he would uphold segregation and convince the other 
justices to vote against integrating public schools. However, 
fortunately for civil rights, Chief Justice Vinson told his wife 
that he had a stomachache, then a short time afterward he 
died of a heart attack. This allowed Earl Warren to become 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and he turned out to be 
an effective advocate for civil rights. The Supreme Court 
upheld the right of seven-year-old Linda Brown, an African 
American, to go to a White school a few blocks from her 
house instead of being forced to travel by bus to a school for 
African-American children. 

Source: D. J. Herda, Thurgood Marshall: Civil Rights 
Champion, pp. 46ff. 

Herda, D.J. Thurgood Marshall: Civil Rights Champion. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

• President Richard Nixon wanted very much to replace 
liberal Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall with a 
conservative Justice. However, since Justices are appointed 
to the Supreme Court for life, the only way he could do this 
was for Justice Marshall to resign because of ill health or to 
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die. In 1970, a life-threatening case of pneumonia forced 
Justice Marshall to be hospitalized. President Nixon wanted 
to see Justice Marshall’s medical records, so Justice 
Marshall signed a release of his records—but only after he 
alerted President Nixon that he would not be soon vacating 
his seat as Justice. He did this by writing on his medical 
records, “Not Yet!” 

Source: D. J. Herda, Thurgood Marshall: Civil Rights 
Champion, pp. 6, 8. 

Herda, D.J. Thurgood Marshall: Civil Rights Champion. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

See also: Fireside, Harvey, and Sarah Betsy Fuller. Brown v. 
Board of Education: Equal Schooling for All. Springfield, 
NJ: Enslow Publishers, 1994. 

Cesar Chavez 

• When Cesar Chavez decided to set up a union for farm 
workers, money was tight. He and others recruited members 
for the union, but occasionally it got expensive. In one case, 
Manuel Chavez, Cesar’s cousin, recruited a new union 
member and collected $3.50 in union dues. Three days later, 
he called the union office and discovered that they already 
knew about the new member. The new member’s wife had 
died, and the union had had to pay him $500 because of its 
death benefit. 

Source: Consuelo Rodriguez, Cesar Chavez, pp. 54-55. 

Rodriguez, Consuelo. Cesar Chavez. New York: Chelsea 
House Publishers, 1991. 

• Union organizer Cesar Chavez’ mother, Juana, was a 
deeply moral woman. She used to send Cesar and Richard 
(his brother) out to find a homeless person and bring him 
home so she could give him a meal. One of the things that 
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she taught her children was this Spanish saying: “It takes two 
to fight.” One way to stop a fight is to prevent it in the first 
place by declining to fight. 

Source: Consuelo Rodriguez, Cesar Chavez, pp. 24-25. 

Rodriguez, Consuelo. Cesar Chavez. New York: Chelsea 
House Publishers, 1991. 

Civil Rights Movement 

How did Martin Luther King accomplish what he 
accomplished? What kept him going during the hard 
times? 

Civil Rights Heroes: 

Ralph David Abernathy 

Coretta Scott King 

• Lots of black people were arrested, especially from 1955-
1965, for engaging in activism to get their civil rights. 
Sometimes, they were told that their jail record would follow 
them around for the rest of their lives. Towanner Hinkle was 
16 years old in 1965 when she participated in the 
demonstrations of Selma, Alabama, and yes, she was 
arrested many, many times during the Civil Rights 
Movement. Often, at job interviews people ask her if she has 
ever been to jail. She replies, “Yes, I’ve been to jail lots of 
times.” The interviewers look at her funny until she explains, 
“I went to jail for marching with the movement.” Then the 
interviewers relax and say, “Oh, don’t even worry about 
that.” 

Source: Ellen Levine, Freedom’s Children: Young Civil 
Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories, p. 136. 
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Levine, Ellen. Freedom’s Children: Young Civil Rights 
Activists Tell Their Own Stories. New York: G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1993. 

• In high school, Martin Luther King, Jr. demonstrated 
remarkable public speaking skills. Once, he and one of his 
teachers traveled on a segregated bus to another town so 
Martin could give a speech. They sat in the back—as 
required by law. The law also required blacks to stand up 
and offer their seats to whites when the bus got full. 
However, when the bus got full, Martin declined to stand up. 
The bus driver threatened to have him arrested, but Martin 
held his ground until his teacher asked him to stand up and 
give up his seat to a white person. Martin and his teacher 
stood up during the 90-mile trip. Later, as part of his 
nonviolent resistance to unjust laws, Martin Luther King, Jr. 
was arrested many times and taken to jail. When his children 
were small, they would ask their mother, “Why is Daddy in 
jail?” Coretta Scott King would answer, “Daddy is helping 
people.” 

Source: Dianne M. MacMillan, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
pp. 10-11, 21-22. 

MacMillan, Dianne M. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
Hillside, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1992. 

• Tiger Woods signed with Nike when he turned professional 
in golfing. His very first Nike TV commercial featured his 
heritage. He is a Casiblanasian: part Caucasian, part black, 
part Native American, and part Asian. Unfortunately, 
professional golf had long been a white man’s sport, 
although blacks could sometimes serve as caddies. In the 
commercial, Mr. Woods said, “There are still at least twenty-
seven private clubs in this country that would not have me 
as a member. Isn’t it time for a change?” In 1975, Lee Elders 
became the first African-American to play in the Masters 
tournament. When Mr. Woods won the Masters in April of 
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1997, he saw Mr. Elders. Mr. Woods hugged him and said, 
“Thanks for making this possible.” 

Source: Glen Macnow, Sports Great Tiger Woods, pp. 14-
16, 41-42, 48-49. 

Macnow, Glen. Sports Great Tiger Woods. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, Inc., 2001. 

• The young Martin Luther King, Jr., got a taste of freedom 
from prejudice while picking tobacco for cigars during a 
summer job in Hartford, Connecticut, because no Jim Crow 
laws existed there. However, during his train ride back home 
to Atlanta, Georgia, he experienced a change in laws. Up 
North, he could eat in the dining car with white passengers, 
and no one minded. However, once the train reached 
Virginia, he had to eat in the rear of the dining car behind a 
curtain so no white person could see him. 

Source: Michael A. Schuman, Martin Luther King: Leader 
for Civil Rights, p. 21. 

Schuman, Michael A. Martin Luther King: Leader for Civil 
Rights. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1996. 

• In 1868, Ulysses S. Grant won a close race for United 
States President. His margin of victory in the popular vote 
was only 300,000, and the voters who put him in office seem 
to have been 500,000 recently freed slaves. Following the 
Civil War, former slaves were given the right to vote and 
federal troops made sure that they were not prevented from 
voting. Only later did the South begin a concerted effort to 
keep African Americans from voting. 

Source: Lynda Pflueger, Thomas Nast: Political Cartoonist, 
p. 49. 

Pflueger, Lynda. Thomas Nast: Political Cartoonist. 
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 
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• In 1963, Martin Luther King, Jr. took his nonviolent 
movement protesting injustice to Birmingham, Alabama, in 
an attempt to desegregate the city. On May 2, hundreds of 
black children marched in the street for their rights. 
Unfortunately, water hoses were turned on the children, and 
police arrested 959 boys and girls. Nevertheless, in the long 
run justice triumphed and Birmingham was desegregated. 
Because of such actions as this, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. has been honored in many ways, including winning 
the Noble Peace Prize. On January 20, 1986, the United 
States first observed the national holiday known as Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day. Also, trees have been planted in his 
honor in Israel, and hospitals, bridges, and libraries have 
been named after him. In addition, over 100 postage stamps 
have paid honor to him worldwide. 

Source: Dianne M. MacMillan, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 
pp. 5, 26, 38-39. 

MacMillan, Dianne M. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. 
Hillside, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1992. 

• In Montgomery, Alabama, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
went to court to face charges stemming from his nonviolent 
resistance to unjust laws. The judge sentenced him to either 
pay a $10 fine or go to jail for 14 days. Dr. King wanted to 
go to jail, knowing that this action would give lots of 
publicity to his cause, but the segregationist authorities did 
not want that publicity. Someone paid his fine, although Dr. 
King protested. 

Source: Anne Schraff, Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil 
Rights, p. 53. 

Schraff, Anne. Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil Rights. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1997. 

• Martin Luther King, Jr. was shot to death on April 4, 1968. 
Many people keep his memory alive each April 4 by doing 
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two things. First, they register voters. Second, they 
participate in “heal-ins.” Every two minutes at a heal-in, a 
toy gun goes pop, and people in the heal-in fall to the ground 
in a protest against gun violence. 

Source: Joyce Goldenstern, American Women Against 
Violence, p. 30. 

Goldenstern, Joyce. American Women Against Violence. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• In the 1960s, African Americans engaged in sit-ins to 
protest segregated cafeterias and lunch counters. For 
example, the Georgia state legislature had a restaurant for 
white people only. Several African-Americans, including 
Ruby Doris Smith, went through the food line, selecting 
items of food, but the cashier refused to take their money. 
The Georgia Lieutenant-General came in, spoke to the 
African Americans, and asked them to leave. They didn’t 
leave, so they were arrested. 

Source: Karen Alonso, Loving v. Virginia: Interracial 
Marriage, p. 40. 

Alonso, Karen. Loving v. Virginia: Interracial Marriage. 
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

Denmark: Righteous Among the Nations 

The Holocaust was a major apocalypse. 

However, some people resisted Nazis and their Holocaust by 
saving the lives of Jews.  

Some people are Righteous Gentiles. Students can write 
about them. In addition, Denmark saved most of its Jews by 
sailing them to Sweden, a neutral country. Why did 
Denmark act to save to save its Jews when most countries 
did not? 
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• Preben Munch-Nielsen was 13 years old on April 9, 1940, 
when wave after wave of Nazi bombers flew over Denmark 
and dropped leaflets saying that German soldiers were going 
to occupy Denmark to protect its citizens from an Allied 
invasion. Of course, no one in Denmark had requested this 
“protection.” Preben, like other Danish students, detested the 
Nazi occupation of their country, and he, like other Danish 
students, began to distribute underground newspapers that 
were critical of the Nazis. In 1942, a Danish police officer 
named Thormod Larsen saw him secretly distributing the 
underground newspaper and said, “You realize that you can 
be arrested for having copies of an illegal newspaper and for 
distributing them.” Preben replied, “You can’t believe 
anything the regular newspapers say because they only print 
what the Nazis want. So we need to print the truth. Why 
should that be a crime?” Officer Thormod asked, “Is the 
truth worth you risking the wrath of the Nazis?” Preben 
answered, “Doing the right thing is always worth the risk, 
sir.” Preben was afraid that he would be arrested, but Officer 
Preben surprised him by smiling, taking one newspaper to 
read, and giving back to him the rest of the newspapers. 
Later, the Danes received word that the Nazis were going to 
start deporting all Danish Jews to concentration camps. 
Officer Thorson asked Preben, “Are you still delivering 
underground newspapers?” Preben admitted that he was, and 
Officer Thorson enlisted his help in saving Jews: “I have a 
job for you. There’s a Jewish family who needs our help. 
Within an hour they’ll arrive at the train station. Go there 
and meet them. Take them to Dr. Jorgen Gersfelt’s home.” 
Preben did that, and then he was ordered to the Snekkersten 
Inn, where he met members of the Elsinore Sewing Club. 
The purpose of the club was not sewing; instead, its purpose 
was saving Jews. Preben began delivering Jews first to safe 
houses and then to fishing boats that would take them to 
Sweden. This was dangerous work. The Nazis confiscated 
one Danish fishing boat because after it returned from a trip 
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delivering Jews to Sweden, its fishing nets were dry. After 
that, Danish boats transferred Jews and dry nets to Swedish 
boats, and Swedish boats transferred fish and wet nets to 
Danish boats. Soon, Preben began making crossings on the 
fishing boat of Erling Kiaer. These heroes often paid a price 
for saving lives. Preben eventually had to go to Sweden to 
escape being arrested by the Nazis. The Nazis shot Officer 
Thorson, but he was taken to a hospital where he recovered. 
The Nazis captured Erling Kiaer on May 11, 1944, and they 
imprisoned and tortured him for nearly a year, but he lived 
to be free again. Erling Kiaer’s fishing boat is now on 
permanent display at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, D.C. That fishing boat carried an 
estimated 1,400 refugees to Sweden. Why did Preben and 
other Danes act to save Denmark’s Jews, 99 percent of 
whom survived the Holocaust? Preben once said, “You can’t 
turn your back on people who need your help. It’s a matter 
of decency.” 

Source: Allan Zullo and Maria Bovsun, Heroes of the 
Holocaust: True Stories of Rescues by Teens, pp. 157-183. 

Zullo, Allan, and Maria Bovsun. Heroes of the Holocaust: 
True Stories of Rescues by Teens. New York: Scholastic, 
Inc., 2005. 

• King Christian X of Denmark was a good person. Although 
Denmark capitulated quickly when invaded by Germans 
during World War II, the Danes resisted the Holocaust by 
removing almost all of Denmark’s Jewish citizens to neutral 
Sweden, where they were safe. Adolf Hitler admired the 
non-Jewish citizens of Denmark and once suggested to King 
Christian X that the governments of the two countries be 
combined into one government. King Christian X replied, “I 
have given your suggestion much thought. But at my age, I 
think I am too old to rule over two countries.” 

Source: David K. Fremon, The Holocaust Heroes, p. 70. 
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Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• In October of 1943, the Nazis were preparing to deport all 
Jews from the country of Denmark. H. Fuglsand-Damgaard, 
the Lutheran bishop of Copenhagen, urged all Danes to resist 
the Nazi effort, saying, “We must obey God before we obey 
man.” Thousands of lay people agreed, and the Danes used 
their fishing boats to help 7,720 Jews escape to Sweden. A 
total of 464 Danish Jews did not escape and were deported 
to the Theresienstadt concentration camp, but the Danish 
government kept up pressure on their behalf and only 51 died 
before the war ended—a small number and percentage in 
comparison with the deaths of other groups of Jews in the 
concentration camps. 

Source: Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, Jewish Wisdom, p. 537. 

Telushkin, Rabbi Joseph. Jewish Wisdom: Ethical, Spiritual, 
and Historical Lessons from the Great Works and Thinkers. 
New York: William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1994. 

• During the Nazi occupation of Denmark during World War 
II, Inger Peschcke-Køedt and a few of her friends bicycled 
past some Nazi bunkers near Hornbaek. Near the Nazis was 
a garbage dump that stank. Ms. Peschcke-Køedt held her 
nose, and the Nazis realized that she was insulting them. She 
protested that she was holding her nose because of the 
garbage, but the Nazis knew that she was lying. Her friends 
called the Danish police to say that the Nazis had detained 
her, and soon a Danish police officer arrived and said, “I’m 
here to pick up Inger Peschcke-Køedt.” The Nazis handed 
her over to the Danish police officer, who whispered to Ms. 
Peschcke-Køedt, “Don’t say anything.” Then he said loudly 
so that the Germans would hear him, “Back to 
headquarters.” However, in the police car he asked her for 
her address, then dropped her off at her home, and said, 
“Next time be more careful.” 
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Source: Ellen Levine, Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews, pp. 18-19. 

Levine, Ellen. Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews. New York: Holiday 
House, 2000. 

• When the Danish people learned that the Nazis were 
planning to transport Danish Jews to concentration camps in 
October 1943, they took action to inform the Jews of the 
Nazis’ plans. This allowed the Jews to hide with sympathetic 
Danes who then arranged for them to be taken to safety in 
Sweden. For example, when ambulance driver Jørgen 
Knudsen learned of the Nazis’ plans, he tore a telephone 
book out of a telephone booth, circled every name that 
looked Jewish, then drove to their addresses to warn them. If 
a Jew had nowhere to go to hide, he took them to Bispebjerg 
Hospital because he knew that Dr. Karl Køster would help 
them. 

Source: Ellen Levine, Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews, pp. 71-72. 

Levine, Ellen. Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews. New York: Holiday 
House, 2000. 

• During Word War II, the citizens of Denmark managed to 
save nearly all of their country’s Jewish population by 
sailing them to neutral Sweden. The King of Denmark, 
Christian X, fully supported these rescue efforts, saying, 
“The Jews are a part of the Danish nation. We have no 
Jewish problem in our country because we never had an 
inferiority complex in relation to the Jews.” 

Source: Victoria Sherrow, The Righteous Gentiles, p. 54. 

Sherrow, Victoria. The Righteous Gentiles. San Diego, CA: 
Lucent Books, 1998. 
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• After the Nazis occupied Denmark in World War II, King 
Christian X continued to ride his horse in public. Seeing the 
king ride his horse alone, a Nazi soldier asked a young 
Danish boy, “Where is his bodyguard?” The boy replied, 
“All of Denmark is his bodyguard.” 

Source: Lois Lowry, Number the Stars, pp. 13-14, 134. 
Number the Stars is a novel, but this anecdote is one that is 
widely told. 

Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars. New York: Bantam 
Doubleday Dell Books for Young Readers, 1989. 

See also: 

Levine, Ellen. Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews. New York: Holiday 
House, 2000. 

Zullo, Allan. Escape: Children of the Holocaust. New York: 
Scholastic, Inc., 2009. 

Zullo, Allan, and Maria Bovsun. Heroes of the Holocaust: 
True Stories of Rescues by Teens. New York: Scholastic, 
Inc., 2005. 

Eddie Rickenbacker 

• During World War I, a friend of flying ace Eddie 
Rickenbacker died after jumping without a parachute from a 
burning plane. Therefore, Mr. Rickenbacker tried to get the 
government to issue parachutes to pilots, but the government 
refused. Why? It said that if pilots had parachutes, they 
would parachute to safety, leaving crippled but expensive 
aircraft to crash. But if the pilots did not have parachutes, 
they would fight to land their expensive aircraft. 

Source: Kieran Doherty, Congressional Medal of Honor 
Recipients, pp. 42, 44. 
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Doherty, Kieran. Congressional Medal of Honor Recipients. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

Feminist Activism 

Feminism can be divided into many groups.  

One group is Victim Feminism. One can say that Victim 
Feminism says that women have always been badly treated.  

Another group is Power Feminism. Power Feminists take 
action. They teach self-defense, etc. 

We need both, but in my opinion we need Power Feminism 
more than we need Victim Feminism. Students can write a 
paper about the activism that feminists have engaged in. 

• On June 30, 1966, the third National Conference of State 
Commissions on the Status of Women was held in 
Washington, D.C. Betty Friedan attended, along with some 
other women who planned to ask the government workers 
attending the commission to treat sex discrimination 
seriously. Unfortunately, they quickly discovered that the 
government workers had no intention of listening to them, 
so during the conference Ms. Friedan and the other women 
started planning an organization that would take sex 
discrimination seriously. That organization, which was 
created under the noses of the government workers who had 
ignored them, was the National Organization of Women. 

Source: Sondra Henry and Emily Taitz, Betty Friedan: 
Fighter for Women’s Rights, pp. 68-70. 

Henry, Sondra, and Emily Taitz. Betty Friedan: Fighter for 
Women’s Rights. Hillside, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 
1990. 

• On September 20, 1973, Billie Jean King and Bobby Riggs 
met in a tennis match played in the Astrodome in Houston, 
Texas. The match came about because of the braggadocio of 
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Mr. Briggs, who enjoyed making outrageous bets and 
playing matches in which he was handicapped by carrying a 
heavy suitcase in one hand or by holding a leash chained to 
a dog as he played. In this case, the 55-year-old Riggs 
challenged a woman tennis pro who was 25 years younger 
than he. The match was filled with hoopla. Mr. Riggs entered 
the stadium in a cart pulled by six beautiful women, while 
Ms. King entered while riding on a chair carried by 
handsome men. Before the match, the two competitors 
exchanged gifts. Mr. Riggs gave the “girl” a lollipop, while 
Mr. King gave the male chauvinist a piglet. Of course, Ms. 
King defeated Mr. Riggs in a match televised in 36 
countries—she also won $100,000 in prize money. 

Source: Betty Millsaps Jones, Wonder Women of Sports, pp. 
14-18. 

Jones, Betty Millsaps. Wonder Women of Sports. New York: 
Random House, 1981. 

• The United States’ first doctor who was a woman was 
Elizabeth Blackwell. Although 29 medical schools rejected 
her application to be a student, she finally got in and 
graduated with a medical degree in 1849. Despite her degree, 
hospitals refused to hire her, so in 1857 she opened the New 
York Infirmary for Women and Children, hiring an all-
woman staff. 

Source: JoAnn Bren Guernsey, Voices of Feminism: Past, 
Present, and Future, p. 23. 

Guernsey, JoAnn Bren. Voices of Feminism: Past, Present, 
and Future. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1996. 

• While attending law school in Tuscaloosa, Harper Lee, the 
author of To Kill a Mockingbird, ran into a professor who 
attempted to get the female law students to describe the lurid 
details of such crimes as rapes. The female students did not 



 72 

put up with this. One female student who declined to be 
manipulated into describing lurid details told him, “Look, 
you know about the male anatomy—why don’t you just tell 
us?” The students in class applauded her. 

Source: Charles J. Shields, I am Scout: The Biography of 
Harper Lee, pp. 71-72. 

Shields, Charles J. I am Scout: The Biography of Harper 
Lee. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2008. 

• In January of 1993, media reported that on Super Bowl 
Sunday violence against women increased and as many as 
40 percent more women would be battered that day than on 
any other day. However, this turned out to be a hoax. 
Researchers who had actually studied violence against 
women had NOT discovered that violence against women 
increased on Super Bowl Sunday. 

Source: JoAnn Bren Guernsey, Voices of Feminism: Past, 
Present, and Future, p. 60. 

Guernsey, JoAnn Bren. Voices of Feminism: Past, Present, 
and Future. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1996. 

• Canadian figure skater Toller Cranston once served as a 
judge at a Miss USA beauty pageant, where he became 
aware of the often unnoticed oppression of women—even 
women who seem privileged. Because the current news 
included such stories as the rape trials of Mike Tyson and 
William Kennedy Smith, and the allegations of sexual 
harassment against Clarence Thomas, when it was his turn 
to interview the contestants, Mr. Cranston asked, “If you had 
been the judge, how would you have sentenced Mike 
Tyson?” To his surprise, the first contestant he asked this 
question broke down and told him that she had been raped. 
In all, three of the contestants had complete breakdowns 
when asked the question and several were unnerved by the 
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question. Afterward, Mr. Cranston estimated that 10 of the 
50 contestants had been raped. 

Source: Toller Cranston, Zero Tollerance, p. 250. 

Cranston, Toller. Zero Tollerance. With Martha Lowder 
Kimball. Toronto, Canada: McClelland and Stewart, Inc., 
1997. 

• When Maria Montessori decided to become a medical 
doctor in Italy in the late 19th century, it was unusual for a 
woman to try to achieve such a career. Ms. Montessori talked 
to Dr. Guido Baccelli, head of the medical faculty at the 
University of Rome, to ask his advice. He listened to her, 
then told her that no medical school would ever accept a 
woman as a student. She replied, “I know I shall become a 
doctor of medicine.” Ms. Montessori took pre-medical 
classes at the University of Rome, and she became the 
University of Rome’s first female medical student. Despite 
Dr. Baccelli’s nay-saying, on July 10, 1886, she became 
Italy’s first doctor who was also a woman. When she was a 
child, Ms. Montessori was very studious. She once took a 
book to the theater so she could read it as the actors 
performed on stage. 

Source: Marie Tennent Shephard, Maria Montessori: 
Teacher of Teachers, pp. 15, 18-19, 28. 

Shephard, Marie Tennent. Maria Montessori: Teacher of 
Teachers. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 
1996. 

• Phoolan Devi deserves to be world famous. She was gang 
raped by a group of men; in response, she formed her own 
gang—and she and her gang killed each man who had 
participated in the gang rape. 

Source: Simon Doonan, Wacky Chicks, p. 222. 
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Doonan, Simon. Wacky Chicks: Life Lessons from 
Fearlessly Inappropriate and Fabulously Eccentric Women. 
New York: Simon & Schuster, 2003. 

• At a time of an epidemic of sexual assaults against women 
in Israel, the Israeli cabinet discussed instituting a curfew for 
women, thus not allowing women to be outside after a 
certain time. Israeli politician Golda Meir objected, “But it’s 
the men who are attacking the women. If there’s a curfew, 
let the men stay at home, not the women.” 

Source: John Miller, editor, Legends: Women Who Have 
Changed the World, pp. 58-59. 

Miller, John, editor. Legends: Women Who Have Changed 
the World. Novato, CA: New World Books, 1998. 

• When Barbara Bush was asked to speak to the graduating 
class of Wellesley College, many of the graduates did not 
want her to speak. They protested, “To honor Barbara Bush 
as a commencement speaker is to honor a woman who has 
gained recognition through the achievements of her husband, 
which contradicts what we have been taught over our years 
at Wellesley.” 

Source: Moira Davison Reynolds, Women Champions of 
Human Rights, p. 142. 

Reynolds, Moira Davison. Women Champions of Human 
Rights. Jefferson, NC: McFarland and Company, Inc., 1991. 

• At Duke University in 1992, feminists staged a memorable 
protest against sexual assaults. Bands of feminists lay in wait 
for solitary men, then “assaulted” them by plastering their 
bodies with bright pink stickers that said, “Gotcha!” 

Source: JoAnn Bren Guernsey, Voices of Feminism: Past, 
Present, and Future, pp. 47-48. 
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Guernsey, JoAnn Bren. Voices of Feminism: Past, Present, 
and Future. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1996. 

• In the 1820s, in Johnstown, New York, a woman named 
Flora Campbell lived on a farm that had once belonged to 
her parents. Living with her were her husband and her son. 
When the husband died, he left the farm in his will to their 
son. The son then ordered Mrs. Campbell, his mother, off the 
property. Wondering what rights she had in this matter, Mrs. 
Campbell consulted the lawyer Daniel Cady, who informed 
her that legally a woman’s husband owned whatever 
property she had and that legally he could will it to 
whichever person he wished. Mr. Cady’s daughter, 
Elizabeth, overheard this conversation. She thought that the 
law was “mean” and therefore she wanted to use scissors to 
cut it out of her father’s law book. However, her father 
explained that this action would do little good. The law 
needed to be changed, and making that change would take 
an action by the legislature. As an adult, Elizabeth—better 
known as Elizabeth Cady Stanton—became a forceful and 
effective advocate of women’s rights. 

Source: Martha E. Kendall, Failure is Impossible! The 
History of American Women’s Rights, pp. 29-30. 

Kendall, Martha E. Failure is Impossible! The History of 
American Women’s Rights. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner 
Publications Company, 2001. 

• Emmeline Pankhurst was a crusader for women’s suffrage 
in England, but she learned a lot from a fellow activist: 
Christabel, her daughter. For a long time, Emmeline tried to 
politely advocate women’s rights, but she was ignored. But 
in 1905, Christabel, accompanied by a friend, attended a 
speech by a politician. During the question-and-answer 
session, Christabel and her friend asked, “Will the 
government give votes to women?” The politician ignored 
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the question, so Christabel and her friend asked it again and 
again. Eventually, Christabel and her friend were arrested, 
and suddenly newspapers began writing about women’s 
suffrage. Emmeline realized that in order to get the topic of 
women’s rights noticed by the newspapers, she had to quit 
being polite. Thereafter, Emmeline, Christabel, and Sylvia 
(another daughter) were arrested many, many times (as were 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., later). By the 
time Emmeline died, women had the vote in England. 

Source: Carlotta Hacker, Rebels, pp. 39-41. 

Hacker, Carlotta. Rebels. New York: Crabtree Publishing 
Company, 1999. 

• Lady Astor, the first female Member of Parliament, had an 
acid tongue. Winston Churchill did not think that women 
should be Members of Parliament, and he told her that a 
woman’s walking into Parliament disturbed him exactly the 
same way it would if a woman were to walk into a bathroom 
he was occupying. She replied, “You are not handsome 
enough to have such fears.” And when he asked her for 
advice about which disguise to wear to a costumed ball, she 
replied, “Why don’t you come sober, Mr. Prime Minister?” 

Emily Dugan, “Men only? You must be joking.” The 
Independent. 16 October 2007 
<http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/this_britain/article30638
06.ece>. 

• During World War II, Lady Reading became chair of the 
Women’s Voluntary Services for Air Raid Precautions in 
England. She helped recruit over a million volunteers, who 
performed such services as organizing communal feeding 
centers, baking and delivering pies (a forerunner of Meals on 
Wheels), and knitting woolen clothing for people living in 
the liberated areas of Europe. Although she was the head of 
the organization, no insignia told her rank; therefore, when 
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she stopped at a canteen, she was ordered to help out by 
washing dishes. (She obeyed the order.) 

Source: Virgilia Sapieha, Ruth Neely, and Mary Love 
Collins, Eminent Women: Recipients of the National 
Achievement Award, pp. 151-154. 

Sapieha, Virgilia, Ruth Neely, and Mary Love Collins. 
Eminent Women: Recipients of the National Achievement 
Award. Menasha, WI: G Banta Publishing Company, 1948. 

Free Speech 

Topics: 

Free Speech in the Schools 

Censorship in the Schools 

• Some people enjoy hating gays. A minister named Fred 
Phelps is a person like that—he goes to the funerals of gay 
men and displays signs saying things like this: “God Hates 
Faggots.” When he came to Boulder, Colorado, many gays 
protested his message. They carried their own signs, such as 
“Beware of Unsafe Sects.” One gay man even carried the 
sign, “I am Fred Phelps’ Love Slave.” Still, Phelps’ group 
carried its own signs, including one saying “Hate is a Bible 
Value.” (He and his group must read a Bible different from 
the one I read.) 

Source: Ellen Orleans, Still Can’t Keep a Straight Face, pp. 
54-55. 

Orleans, Ellen. Still Can’t Keep a Straight Face. Bala 
Cynwyd, PA: Laugh Lines Press, 1996. 

• Frequently, people get upset over the violent lyrics in rap 
music. Michael Moore, author of Stupid White Men, 
wonders why these people don’t get upset over lyrics sung 
by Johnny Cash (“I shot a man in Reno / just to watch him 
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die”), Bruce Springsteen (“I killed everything in my path / I 
can’t say that I’m sorry for the things that we done”), or the 
Dixie Chicks (“Earl had to die”). 

Source: Michael Moore, Stupid White Men, p. 61. 

Moore, Michael. Stupid White Men, New York: 
ReganBooks, 2001. 

• Jane Addams of Hull House was truly independent. She 
spoke her mind against millionaires, and when working-
class people worried that she would stop speaking her mind 
once she was subsidized by millionaires, she replied that she 
intended never to be subsidized by millionaires nor to be 
bullied by the working class and therefore she would say 
whatever she wanted without consulting either group. 

Source: Moira Davison Reynolds, Women Champions of 
Human Rights, p. 13. 

Reynolds, Moira Davison. Women Champions of Human 
Rights. Jefferson, NC: McFarland and Company, Inc., 1991. 

• Musician Bob Dylan declined to be censored. Once, he was 
scheduled to appear on The Ed Sullivan Show, but during 
rehearsal, the producers tried to tell him that he couldn’t play 
certain songs on the television show. Mr. Dylan picked up 
his guitar and left. Someone else took his place on the show. 

Source: Ron Knapp, American Legends of Rock, p. 59. 

Knapp, Ron. American Legends of Rock. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1996. 

• When the album Jesus Christ Superstar by Tim Rice and 
Andrew Lloyd Webber came out, the rock opera was 
controversial and sometimes even banned. Arkansas’ 
biggest radio station banned the single “Superstar.” It also 
banned all records produced by the record’s label: Decca. 
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Source: Stuart A. Kallen, Great Composers, p. 101. 

Kallen, Stuart A. Great Composers. San Diego, CA: Lucent 
Books, 2000. 

• Dictators, of course, don’t like to be ridiculed; that’s why 
the following proverb was prevalent in World War II 
Germany: “Silence is golden, speech is Dachau.” 

Source: Steve Lipman, Laughter in Hell, p. 113. 

Lipman, Steve. Laughter in Hell: The Use of Humor during 
the Holocaust. Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, Inc., 1991. 

• After the Voter’s Rights Act passed in 1965, ending nearly 
a century of suppression of African-Americans’ right to 
vote, blacks turned out to vote and elected African-American 
Julian Bond to a seat in the Georgia House of 
Representatives. Before taking office, Mr. Bond was asked 
his opinion of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, which had come out against the Vietnam War. 
He replied, “I admire people who take an action, and I 
admire people who feel strongly enough about their 
convictions to take an action like that knowing the 
consequences they will face.” This upset the Georgia House 
of Representatives, which called Mr. Bond’s remarks 
“traitorous” and which refused to allow him to take the office 
to which he had been legally elected. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., led a march in Georgia in support of Mr. Bond, and 
23 United States Congressmen supported Mr. Bond in a 
telegram they sent to the Georgia House of Representatives. 
Eventually, the Supreme Court ruled that Mr. Bond had been 
exercising his legal right of free speech and that the Georgia 
House of Representatives must allow Mr. Bond to take the 
seat to which he had been legally elected. 

Source: Ron L. Harmon, American Civil Rights Leaders, pp. 
83-84. 
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Harmon, Ron L. American Civil Rights Leaders. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

• Maurice Sendak wrote and illustrated In the Night Kitchen, 
in which the main character, Mickey, is nude much of the 
time. This has offended some people, including a librarian at 
Caldwell Parish Library in Louisiana, who painted a diaper 
on Mickey using white tempora paint. Mr. Sendak, his 
publisher, and most librarians find such censorship 
appalling. 

Source: Hal Marcovitz, Maurice Sendak, pp. 51-61. 

Marcovitz, Hal. Maurice Sendak. New York: Chelsea 
Publishers, 2006. 

• While hosting a talk show on CBS from 1969-1972, Merv 
Griffin had many guests who spoke out against the very 
unpopular Vietnam War. CBS wanted him to be “balanced,” 
and CBS officials pointed out in a memo to him these facts: 
“In the past six weeks, thirty-four antiwar statements have 
been made on your show and only one pro-war statement, by 
John Wayne.” Mr. Griffin responded, “Find me someone as 
famous as John Wayne who supports the war and I’ll book 
him.” The earliest person to speak out against the Vietnam 
War—before the war became unpopular—was the 
philosopher Bertrand Russell, who said that he wanted the 
United States to “give up the habit of invading peaceful 
countries and torturing them.” People were outraged by Lord 
Russell’s opinion, but Mr. Griffin defended Lord Russell’s 
right to free speech: “… nothing would be easier for me than 
to book this show with people who have ideas that are carbon 
copies of my own, or no ideas at all. But I don’t think it’s an 
easy world or that my primary responsibility on this program 
is to take it easy. You’ll continue on this show to see people 
of every persuasion who have hard things to say, and I don’t 
think you can get at any truth without hammering out on the 
anvil of everyone’s right to disagree.” 
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David Bender, “Joie de Merv.” The Huffington Post. 12 
August 2007 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-
bender/joie-de-merv_b_60126.html>. 

• Right-wing rocker Ted Nugent, famous for the song “Cat 
Scratch Fever,” is also famous for being a draft dodger. 
During the Vietnam War, he did not want to serve his 
country, so he figured out a way to avoid the draft. 
According to an article by Richard Roeper, aptly titled 
“Facing a draft, Nugent bravely wet his pants,” Mr. Nugent 
dispensed with personal hygiene for a few weeks before his 
military physical, and when he showed up for his 
examination, he was wearing urine-soaked and feces-
encrusted clothing. The dodge worked; he did not have to 
serve his country. Mr. Nugent bravely uses his freedom of 
speech that so many soldiers fought for; for example, he has 
bravely used his freedom of speech to criticize women and 
African-Americans. Mr. Nugent has referred to Hillary 
Clinton as a “worthless b*tch” and to Dianne Feinstein as a 
“worthless wh*re,” and he has called Barack Obama “a piece 
of [expletive deleted].” 

Richard Roeper, “Facing a draft, Nugent bravely wet his 
pants.” 27 August 2007 
<http://www.suntimes.com/news/roeper/529419,CST-
NWS-roep27.article>. 

See also:  

Hentoff, Nat. American Heroes: In and Out of School. New 
York: Delacorte Press, 1987. 

Hentoff, Nat. Living the Bill of Rights: How to Be an 
Authentic American. New York: HaperCollins, 1998.  

Hentoff, Nat. The First Freedom: A Tumultuous History of 
Free Speech in America. New York : Delacorte Press, 1980.  
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Hentoff, Nat. Free Speech for Me—But Not for Thee: How 
the American Left and Right Relentlessly Censor Each 
Other. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1992.  

Hentoff, Nat. Free Speech on Campus. New York: 
Longman, 1998. 

Hentoff, Nat. The War on the Bill of Rights—and the 
Gathering Resistance. New York: Seven Stories Press, 
2003. .  

Gay Rights Activism 

Today’s civil rights movement is the gay rights movement. 
Students can write about activist gay rights groups. 

• In 2008, voters in California passed Proposition 8, which 
banned gay marriage. (According to the new law, gay 
couples and lesbian couples cannot get married, but it is OK 
if a gay man marries a lesbian.) Inspired by a proposition that 
allowed a slim majority to take away a civil right of a 
minority, students at Princeton University decided to attempt 
to pass their own Proposition 8—one that forbids freshmen 
from using the sidewalks. According to gay pundit Andrew 
Sullivan, “They don’t hate freshmen—they just want to 
protect the sidewalks.” Proponents of Proposition 8 say that 
freshmen are equal, but they should be kept separate. After 
all, allowing freshmen to walk on sidewalks is a violation of 
traditional sidewalk values. 

Andrew Sullivan, “Princeton’s Proposition 8.” The Daily 
Dish. 21 November 2008 
<http://andrewsullivan.theatlantic.com/the_daily_dish/2008
/11/princetons-prop.html>. 

• In 2008, Deborah Lawson, a senior at Peabody Veterans 
Memorial High School in Massachusetts, invited a friend to 
go with her to the prom because her boyfriend was out of 
town. However, the friend was a cross-dressing gay guy, so 



 83 

the school principal said no to the prom date. Ms. Lawson 
called Fox News, Fox News called the school superintendent 
(the school principal’s boss), and the school superintendent 
decided to allow the cross-dressing gay guy to attend the 
prom with Ms. Lawson. The school superintendent reasoned 
that since the cross-dressing gay guy would be wearing a 
dress, and since the school handbook stated that “everyone 
must wear appropriate dress,” and since a dress truly is 
appropriate for the prom, why not let the cross-dressing gay 
guy attend the prom? Ms. Lawson says, “I think what I’ve 
learned is that if you scream loudly enough, you’ll get what 
you want.” 

Sue Katz, “GLBT Youth Fight for the Right to Party at 
Prom.” AlterNet. 11 June 2008 
<http://www.alternet.org/sex/87698/?page=entire>. 

• Not so long ago, gays were regarded as mentally ill; 
psychiatrists, including Charles Socarides, forced some gays 
to undergo aversion therapy in which they were shown 
photographs of nude men, then were electrically shocked or 
forced to vomit. Some gays were even legally given 
electroshock treatments. Gay activists fought back, and in 
1970 they infiltrated a meeting of the American Psychiatric 
Association. A film shown at the meeting depicted gays 
being forced to vomit whenever they saw photographs of 
nude men. When the film was shown, the gay men 
infiltrating the meeting waited until photographs of nude 
men appeared on screen, then they cheered. A few years 
later, the APA decided that being homosexual was NOT a 
mental disease. (One wonders if Dr. Socarides ever 
apologized to the gays he tortured.) 

Source: Tina Kafka, Gay Rights, pp. 11-12, 15. 

Kafka, Tina. Gay Rights. Farmington Hills, MI: Lucent 
Books, 2006. 
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• Gay rights advocate/stand-up comedian Margaret Cho 
spent some time in 2009 on location in Peachtree, Georgia, 
where she worked out at a gym whose magazine rack was 
filled with magazines from Focus on the Family, an 
organization that would be happy if the world lacked gay 
sex. Ms. Cho used to bring other magazines and put them in 
the rack to hide the Focus on the Family magazines, but soon 
the Focus on the Family magazines would be visible again. 
So to bring visibility to the gay rights cause, she started 
wearing pro-gay rights T-shirts, including ones that showed 
two women kissing and ones that advocated gay marriage. 

Amita Parashar, “Queen Margaret.” The Advocate. 10 July 
2009 
<http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid96524.as
p>. 

• At Ponce de Leon High School in Holmes County, Florida, 
some students taunted a senior because she was a lesbian. 
She asked a teacher’s aide for help, the teacher’s aide 
informed principal David Davis, and Mr. Davis told the 
student that it was wrong to be gay, and he informed her 
parents that their daughter was a lesbian—her father wanted 
to kick her out. Other students wanted to show support for 
the lesbian student, so they started wearing gay-friendly T-
shirts and started writing “Gay Pride” on their bodies. The 
principal responded by banning these forms of free speech. 
A brave heterosexual student, Heather Gillman, who has a 
lesbian cousin, responded by writing the school board, which 
backed up the principal’s ban on free speech. She then sued 
the school board. Federal Judge Richard Smoak, a 
Republican appointee, came to the rescue, and in the 2008 
court case Gillman vs. School Board for Holmes County, he 
stated, “The robust exchange of political ideas is essential in 
a vibrant, progressive society and is precisely the type of 
speech that is sacrosanct under the First Amendment.” The 
ban on free speech was lifted at Ponce de Leon High School 
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in Holmes County, Florida. In fact, the judge ruled, 
“Defendants are ordered to take such affirmative steps 
necessary to remediate the past restraints of the expression 
of the support for respect, equal treatment and acceptance of 
homosexuals, including but not limited to notifying in 
writing the Ponce de Leon High School student body and the 
middle school students and school officials within Holmes 
County school district that students are permitted to express 
support for, respect, equal treatment and fair acceptance of 
homosexuals….” 

Deb Price, “Schools Get Timely, Gay-Friendly Reminders.” 
Creators.com. 11 August 2008 
<http://www.creators.com/opinion/deb-price/schools-get-
timely-gay-friendly-reminders.html>. Also: “Anti-Gay 
School Earns A Hard Slapdown.” 15 May 2008 
<http://bluecollarscientist.com/tag/ponce-de-leon-high-
school/>. 

• Back in the 1950s, police officers used to entrap 
homosexuals. Police officers would pretend to be gay, 
hoping that a gay man would flirt with them. If a gay man 
did flirt with them, the police officers would arrest the gay 
man. Most gay men were afraid of being outed, so they 
would not resist the charges. In June 1952, a gay man named 
Dale Jennings did resist the charges in court. His lawyer 
showed at one point that the police officer was lying, the jury 
could not reach a verdict, and the charges were dismissed. 
Mr. Jennings, a true American hero, was the first gay man 
not to let himself be intimidated by police officers. By the 
way, psychiatrists used to think that homosexuality was a 
mental disease that could be cured by such treatments as 
electric shock therapy, internment in mental hospitals—and 
lobotomies. 

Source: Judith C. Galas, Gay Rights, pp. 19-20, 22. 
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Galas, Judith C. Gay Rights. San Diego, CA: Lucent Books, 
1996. 

• All his life, Kevin Berrill felt different from other people, 
and when he reached adolescence, he discovered that he was 
gay—he had sexual feelings for other males. Unfortunately, 
because of what his society believed at the time, he thought 
being gay was bad and he resolved to stop being gay—or, if 
he failed to stop being gay, to hang himself when he became 
17 years old. Fortunately, however, he acquired information 
about gay people, and even more important, he met other gay 
people, and so he did not kill himself when he reached his 
seventeenth birthday. Instead, he became a happy gay adult. 

Source: Janice E. Rench, Understanding Sexual Identity: A 
Book for Gay Teens and Their Friends, pp. 9-10. 

Rench, Janice E. Understanding Sexual Identity: A Book for 
Gay Teens and Their Friends. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner 
Publications Company, 1990. 

• Not all parents react well when learning that one of their 
children is gay. A daughter once told her mother that she was 
a lesbian, and her mother told her, “I thought you were going 
to tell me you were a heroin addict, and I wish you were, 
because that I could fix. I can’t fix this, and I wish you were 
dead.” Today, the mother regrets her words. 

Source: Chastity Bono, Family Outing, p. 214. 

Bono, Chastity. Family Outing. With Billie Fitzpatrick. 
Boston, MA: Little, Brown and Company, 1998. 

• The first political party platform to include a gay rights 
plank was the Democratic party platform of 1980, when 
Jimmy Carter and Walter Mondale were running for 
President and Vice President. The party platform also 
included support for the rights of African-Americans, Native 
Americans, Hispanics, and Americans who live abroad. 
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Source: Lynne Yamaguchi Fletcher, The First Gay Pope and 
Other Records, p. 72. 

Fletcher, Lynne Yamaguchi. The First Gay Pope and Other 
Records. Boston, MA: Alyson Publications, Inc., 1992. 

See also:  

YouTube: Gay protest signs (funny) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9gbQKwOh68&featur
e=player_embedded 

Gays and Lesbians 

• The United Kingdom’s first openly gay Member of 
Parliament was Chris Smith, who was elected in 1983 and 
represented a borough of London. After Mr. Smith came out 
publicly, all of his fellow Labour Party members of the 
House of Commons signed a petition in support of him—not 
one declined to sign. 

urce: Lynne Yamaguchi Fletcher, The First Gay Pope and 
Other Records, p. 71. 

Fletcher, Lynne Yamaguchi. The First Gay Pope and Other 
Records. Boston, MA: Alyson Publications, Inc., 1992. 

• The first American soldier to be drummed out of the Army 
for being gay was Lt. Gothold Frederick. On March 11, 
1778, at Valley Forge, his sword was broken over his head, 
and he was escorted out of camp to slow drumming. In 1957, 
the Crittenden Report, commissioned by the United States 
Army, stated that the presence of gay soldiers did not have a 
negative effect on troop morale, thus undercutting the main 
reason for drumming gay soldiers out of the military. 

Source: Judith C. Galas, Gay Rights, pp. 47, 49. 

Galas, Judith C. Gay Rights. San Diego, CA: Lucent Books, 
1996. 
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• Andrew Tobias, personal finance expert, Treasurer of the 
Democratic National Committee, and gay man, knows quite 
a few politicians, including gay and lesbian politicians. For 
example, he knows two lesbians who in 2007 were first-year 
legislators in a state that he declines to name, and some of 
the friendly straight male politicians with whom they work 
and who know that they are lesbians will sometimes call 
them on one of the telephones rigged up in the legislative 
chamber. Some calls are about important legislative matters, 
but occasionally a straight male politician will call the 
lesbian legislators to inform them that an especially good-
looking woman is in the gallery. One day, the Fox News 
correspondent was especially pretty, so the lesbians received 
a telephone call and of course they wanted to get a good look 
at the especially pretty Fox News correspondent. One 
lesbian’s view was blocked, so she half-rose out of her seat 
to get a better view. The Speaker thought that she was rising 
because of official business, so he asked her, “[F]or what 
purpose does the gentlelady from [wherever] rise?” 
Embarrassed, she sat down again; however, Mr. Tobias likes 
to think about an alternative ending to this story. In his 
version, the lesbian legislator stands up and says, “Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to get a better look at the correspondent from 
Fox News.” 

Andrew Tobias, “LEGISLATIVE MANEUVERING.” 8 
October 2007 
<http://www.andrewtobias.com/newcolumns/071008.html>
. 

• Lesléa Newman is the lesbian author of Heather Has Two 
Mommies and several other books. She had attended Jericho 
High School, and in 1999 she went back there because she 
was being inducted into its Hall of Fame and had been asked 
to speak. When she was attending Jericho High School, she 
was not yet out (she came out at age 27), although 
occasionally while she was growing up other students 
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taunted her by yelling “Leslie the lezzie” at her. (She 
changed her name to “Lesléa” because the gender-free 
spelling “Leslie” once caused her to be enrolled in the boys’ 
gym class—something that horrified her.) While giving a 
speech to the students of Jericho High School, she came out 
to them as a lesbian and at one point she asked, “What is like 
today for gay and lesbian students at Jericho High School?” 
One boy shouted, “We don’t have any gay students.” Of 
course, the school did have gay and lesbian students; they 
simply weren’t out. One year later, Ms. Newsman received 
an email from a student who had graduated from Jericho 
High School and then gone on to college. Only then did she 
feel free to come out as a lesbian. While she was attending 
Jericho High School, she did not feel free to come out—even 
to an out lesbian such as Ms. Newman. 

Source: Amy Sickels, Adrienne Rich, pp. viii-x. This 
anecdote comes from Lesléa Newman’s “Foreword” to this 
volume and to all the volume in Chelsea House’s series titled 
“Gay and Lesbian Writers.” 

Newman, Lesléa. “Introduction.” Amy Sickels. Adrienne 
Rich. Philadelphia, PA, 2005. 

• Comedian Jon Stewart is a strong supporter of gay 
marriage, perhaps because he realizes that gays and lesbians 
are somebody’s sons and daughters. On June 5, 2006, Bill 
Bennett, famous gambler and Republican, guested on Mr. 
Stewart’s Daily Show, where they discussed gay marriage, 
with Mr. Stewart pro and Mr. Bennett con. Mr. Stewart 
pointed out that Vice President Dick Cheney is very much a 
conservative: “Dick Cheney: Conservative. Draconian. 
Drinks the blood of puppies.” He then pointed out that Mr. 
Cheney’s daughter is a lesbian and that Mr. Cheney does not 
oppose gay marriage. Mr. Bennett said that he thought Mr. 
Cheney did not oppose gay marriage because his daughter is 
gay. Mr. Stewart then asked, “Isn’t every gay person 
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someone’s son or daughter?” Mr. Bennett agreed to the 
obvious, but quickly growing tired of the debate, said, “The 
debate is over, Jon.” Mr. Stewart agreed, “Yeah. You lost.” 
(One of the few things Mr. Cheney has done right is to pose 
with his wife for a photograph with his grandson, lesbian 
daughter Mary’s son. The photograph shows a cute baby boy 
and a proud grandfather and grandmother.) 

Christie Keith, “A Look Back at Jon Stewart’s Greatest Gay 
Moments.” 25 October 2007 
<http://www.afterelton.com/TV/2007/10/thedailyshow>. 

• People have been fired for being lesbians. In the early days 
of the gay rights movement, Jeanne Cordova got a job as a 
social worker after earning a master’s degree at UCLA. She 
says, “I had already been out, so I said, ‘F**k it, I’m not 
going back in the closet just because I got a professional job.’ 
At lunchtime I talked about my girlfriend and two days later 
I got fired.” Ms. Cordova is the author of Kicking the Habit, 
a Lesbian Nun Story (an autobiographical novel) and 
Sexism: It’s a Nasty Affair. 

Stephanie Schoeder, Laurie K. Schenden, Lily-Rygh Glen, 
“Saving Our Herstory.” Curve Magazine. June 2008 
<http://www.curvemag.com/Detailed/946.html>. 

• The American Family Association, whose major 
accomplishment is raising money, really, really doesn’t like 
the word “gay.” In fact, for a while in 2008 its website had 
an autobot that automatically “corrected” the word “gay” in 
any story that appeared on its site, changing it to the word 
“homosexual.” Unfortunately, a lot of stories about 
American track star Tyson Gay suddenly became stories 
about American track star Tyson Homosexual. 

Mark Morford, “Totally Gay Happy Meals.” San Francisco 
Gate. 11 July 2008 <http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?f=/g/a/2008/07/11/notes071108.DTL>. 
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• Bobby Griffith came from a religious family that told him 
that gay men would go to hell because they were sinful. On 
August 27, 1983, Mr. Griffith, a gay man, committed suicide 
two months after his 20th birthday by jumping from a 
freeway overpass directly in front of a fast-moving truck. 

Source: Marilyn Tower Oliver, Gay and Lesbian Rights: A 
Struggle, pp. 52-53. 

Oliver, Marilyn Tower. Gay and Lesbian Rights: A Struggle. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• Gays and lesbians are aware that they are often the targets 
of violence and hate. Therefore, they sometimes form safety 
patrols. For example, participating in the 1995 Gay Pride 
Day Parade in Chicago was a group called the Pink Angels 
Safety Patrol. 

Source: Joyce Goldenstern, American Women Against 
Violence, p. 92. 

Goldenstern, Joyce. American Women Against Violence. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• The most famous song written by a lesbian is probably 
“America the Beautiful,” written by Katherine Lee Bates 
(1859-1929), a Wellesley College professor who had a 25-
year relationship with Katherine Coman, another professor 
at Wellesley. 

Source: Lynne Yamaguchi Fletcher, The First Gay Pope and 
Other Records, p. 106. 

Fletcher, Lynne Yamaguchi. The First Gay Pope and Other 
Records. Boston, MA: Alyson Publications, Inc., 1992. 

• Humorist Ellen Orleans writes about code words that 
lesbians use to identify other lesbians. For example, there’s 
“She goes to the same church we do” and “She’s family.” 
Some lesbians even use the code words “She’s a member of 
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the committee” and “She’s advanced.” Others use “gay-dar” 
and say “Beep, beep” when they pass a lesbian. 

Source: Ellen Orleans, Can’t Keep a Straight Face, pp. 32-
34. 

Orleans, Ellen. Can’t Keep a Straight Face. Bala Cynwyd, 
PA: Laugh Lines Press, 1992. 

Gideon v. Wainwright 

• On August 4, 1961, in a Panama City, Florida, courtroom, 
Clarence Earl Gideon went on trial on a burglary charge. The 
judge asked him, “Are you ready to go on trial?” Mr. Gideon 
replied, “I am not ready, your Honor.” The judge asked why 
not, and Mr. Gideon said, “I have no Counsel [lawyer].” He 
then explained that he was indigent (lacking in money) and 
could not afford to hire a lawyer, and he requested that the 
court appoint a lawyer to defend him. The judge ruled that 
Mr. Gideon would have to defend himself, and eventually 
Mr. Gideon was convicted and given a five-year prison 
sentence. In prison, he studied law books and the Bill of 
Rights, and he handwrote a petition asking the Supreme 
Court to review his trial and conviction. In 1963, the court 
did so in Gideon v. Wainwright, and it established the 
principle that to have a fair trial in many court cases, the 
defendant must have a lawyer, and if the defendant cannot 
afford a lawyer, the court must appoint one free of charge to 
the defendant. Of course, this ruling applied to many more 
people than just Mr. Gideon—it helped protect the rights of 
accused people who were indigent. This ruling was 
controversial, and a reporter asked Mr. Gideon in 1972, “Do 
you feel like you accomplished something?” Mr. Gideon 
replied, “Well, I did.” 

Source: Victoria Sherrow, Gideon v. Wainwright: Free 
Legal Counsel, pp. 7-13, 26, 52, 57-59, 72. 
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Sherrow, Victoria. Gideon v. Wainwright: Free Legal 
Counsel. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 
Landmark Supreme Court Cases. Ser. 

• Following the 1963 Supreme Court case Gideon v. 
Wainwright, which established the right of indigent 
defendants to have free legal counsel in many court cases, 
Clarence Earl Gideon was retried on the charge of burglary 
that he had previously been found guilty of in a trial in which 
he did not have a lawyer. This time, a real lawyer represented 
him, and he was found not guilty. After having served two 
years of a five-year sentence as prisoner #003826 in the state 
of Florida, he was released from prison. Of course, Gideon 
v. Wainwright applied to many more people than just Mr. 
Gideon. Once, a young man told Mr. Gideon, “I should thank 
you. You just got me out of prison.” The case was so 
important that Anthony Lewis wrote a book titled Gideon’s 
Trumpet about it. When Mr. Gideon received a copy, he 
wept. After Mr. Gideon died of cancer in 1972, the American 
Civil Liberties Union erected a tombstone over his grave. 
Engraved on the tombstone is a sentence from Mr. Gideon’s 
letter to the Supreme Court asking it to review his trial and 
conviction: “Each era finds an improvement in law for the 
benefit of mankind.” 

Source: Victoria Sherrow, Gideon v. Wainwright: Free 
Legal Counsel, pp. 59-60, 71-72. 

Sherrow, Victoria. Gideon v. Wainwright: Free Legal 
Counsel. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 
Landmark Supreme Court Cases. Ser. 

Harriet Tubman 

• As a child, Harriet Tubman was a slave who was beaten 
often because of her independent nature. She quickly learned 
to wear extra clothing as padding but to cry and scream as if 
the blows hurt her. In 1849, she escaped from her owners 
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and gained her freedom in the North, where she became a 
conductor for the Underground Railroad, guiding escaped 
slaves from one station to another. This was dangerous work, 
as she might have been killed if Southerners had caught her 
helping escaped slaves, but her motto as conductor was, “I 
can’t die but once.” 

Source: Linda Jacob Altman, Slavery and Abolition in 
American History, p. 66. 

Altman, Linda Jacobs. Slavery and Abolition in American 
History. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 
1999. 

See also:  

Adam Goodheart: Moses’ Last Exodus (New York Times) 

On her final journey out of the slave South, Harriet Tubman 
meets with tragedy in her own family - but manages to save 
another. 

http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2010/11/29/moses-
last-exodus/?ref=opinion 

Hero Muslims 

Because of 9-11, many Americans are suspicious of 
Muslims and of Islam. But of course, only a few Muslims 
were involved in the 9-11 terrorist attack on the United 
States. Americans are in danger of saying that all Muslims 
are evil. But as in any group, some Muslims are good and 
some are bad. Students can a paper in which they write about 
one or more hero Muslims. 

• According to the Ethics of the Fathers, a Jewish work, the 
reward for doing one good deed is to be given the 
opportunity to do another good deed—in other words, doing 
good deeds is its own reward. And in Islam, when a 
charitable Muslim gives to a beggar, both the donor and the 
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beggar give thanks to Allah. The donor gives thanks for 
being in a position where he has surplus wealth to give to a 
beggar. 

Source: Hyam Maccoby, chooser and translator, The Day 
God Laughed: Sayings, Fables and Entertainments of the 
Jewish Sages, pp. 162, 164. 

Maccoby, Hyam, chooser and translator. The Day God 
Laughed: Sayings, Fables and Entertainments of the Jewish 
Sages. London: Robson Books, 1978. 

• The first three Muslims honored by Israel for risking their 
lives to save the lives of Jews during the Holocaust were 
Mustafa Hardaga; his wife, Zayneda; and his father-in-law, 
Ahmed Sadik. In 1941, the Nazi army attacked Yugoslavia. 
Mr. Hardaga was a merchant in Sarajevo, and one of his 
friends was a Jewish factory owner named Yosef Kabilio. 
The Germans destroyed the apartment building where Mr. 
Kabilio and his family lived, so Mr. Hardaga invited the 
Kabilios to move into his house with him and his family. He 
kept them there, safe from the Nazis, until they were able to 
move into the Italian-controlled part of Yugoslavia, which 
was safer. Meanwhile, Mr. Sadik was doing the same thing 
for the Papo family, who were friends of the Kabilios. This 
kind of heroism was dangerous, for the Nazis killed people 
who helped the Jews. Mr. Sadik himself died in a 
concentration camp because he had been found guilty of 
helping Jews. When Sarajevo was torn apart by war in 1994, 
the Muslims were endangered, and the Israeli government 
brought Mrs. Hardaga, by then a widow, to safety in Israel. 

Source: Darryl Lyman, Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage, pp. 45ff. 

Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1999. 
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• During the Nazi occupation of Paris in World War II, some 
Jews found help in the Grand Mosque of Paris. Most Jews 
spent little time in the Grand Mosque, which was part of a 
kind of underground railroad to safety. Underneath the 
Grand Mosque were miles of underground passages that led 
to such places as the bank of the river Seine, from which the 
Jews—and Allied spies and injured Allied pilots and other 
people helped at the Grand Mosque—could sail to safety. 
However, the Grand Mosque did have living quarters, and 
some Jewish children stayed there. It is difficult to tell how 
many people were helped at the Grand Mosque because, of 
course, few records were kept. If the Nazis had discovered 
proof that the Muslims were helping Jews, both the Muslims 
and the Jews would have been murdered. However, an 
examination of the records of the numbers of Muslim 
children reveals about 400 too many children. Most likely, 
these were Jewish children who had been given Muslim 
identities to protect them. The Nazis strongly suspected that 
Muslims were helping Jews. A Vichy (the French 
collaborationist government) memo dated September 24, 
1940, mentions these suspicions. Because this date is only 
three months after the Nazi occupation of France began, 
Muslims acted quickly to save Jews. One Jew who was 
helped by the Muslims was Salim Haladi, the father of 
modern North African song. After he went to the Grand 
Mosque for help, its rector, Si Kaddour Benghabrit, gave 
him a forged Certificate of Conversion. Salim was able to 
show this to the Nazis to “prove” that his grandfather had 
converted to Islam. Si Kaddour Benghabrit even paid a 
stonecutter to engrave Salim’s grandfather’s name on a 
tombstone in the Muslim ceremony to serve as further 
“proof” of Salim’s grandfather’s conversion. Salim lived in 
the Grand Mosque until the Allies freed France. 
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Source: Karen Gray Ruelle and Deborah Durland DeSaix. 
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims 
Rescued Jews During the Holocaust, all pages. 

Ruelle, Karen Gray, and Deborah Durland DeSaix. The 
Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims Rescued 
Jews During the Holocaust. New York: Holiday House, 
2009. 

Holocaust Heroes 

The very first night Luba Tryszynska was in the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in December of 1944 after 
spending time at Auschwitz, she thought she heard a voice 
crying, “Mama! Mama!” She investigated, going outside on 
a winter night, and heard the cries more clearly. They were 
coming from a field. In the field she found 54 children, some 
of them babies in pillowcases. The children were Dutch, and 
their parents had been diamond-cutters in Amsterdam. The 
children were separated from their parents, who were forced 
to work for the Nazis, and the children were supposed to be 
killed. However, the two men assigned to shoot the children 
could not do it, and they left them in the cold field. Luba took 
them to her barracks, where the other women greeted and 
comforted the children—and wondered how they could feed 
them. Nevertheless, they helped Luba to take care of the 
children during the months before the camp was liberated. 
Fortunately, Luba was able to get food for them. The Nazis 
thought that she was a nurse, and so she had special 
privileges. Since the Nazis in Bergen-Belsen did not know 
she was a Jew (perhaps because of the mix-up that made 
them think she was a nurse), she made sure that her long 
sleeves covered the tattooed numbers that identified her as a 
Jew, thus allowing the Nazis to think that she was a political 
prisoner. Her ability to speak both German and Russian also 
helped protect her. Because of her special privileges as a 
nurse, she had freedom to move around the camp, and she 
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would ask cooks and bakers for food to feed the children. 
(Although the children’s existence was kept secret from the 
Nazis, many of the prisoners in the camp soon learned about 
the children.) She was able to hide the food under her coat 
and carry it to the barracks. The children were grateful to 
Luba, and for her birthday they wanted to give her a present. 
The price of the present was two loaves of bread, and they 
were able to get two loaves of bread by giving up one-half 
of their daily slice of bread for two days. The present they 
gave her was a red scarf. (Luba probably would have 
preferred that they eat the bread, as food was scarce, but she 
appreciated the gift—and the poem the children wrote to 
accompany it.) As the war wound down, food grew scarcer, 
but in April of 1945 the Nazis left and the British arrived. 
Luba and the children and all the surviving inmates of 
Bergen-Belsen were free. Of the 54 children whom Luba 
found, 52 survived the Holocaust. Luba accompanied the 
children back to Holland, where the children joined their 
surviving family members. Luba was a hero in Holland, and 
the Dutch called her “the Angel of Bergen-Belsen.” Queen 
Wilhelmina asked Luba to stay in Holland, but Luba went 
back to help other survivors and to try to find any surviving 
members of her family. Unable to find any surviving family 
members, she went to the United States and married Sol 
Frederick, who had also survived the Holocaust, and raised 
a family with him. In April of 1995, 40 years after liberation, 
the children she had saved—who were now middle-aged—
flew her to Amsterdam so Queen Beatrix could present her 
with the Silver Medal of Honor for Humanitarian Services. 
Luba says, “I never thought of myself as a particularly brave 
person, certainly not as a hero. But I found that inside every 
human being there is a hero waiting to emerge. I never could 
have done what I did without the help of many heroes.” 
Estella Degen, who was the youngest child rescued by Luba, 
says, “My mother always told me that she gave birth to me, 
but that Luba gave me life.” 
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Source: Michelle R. McCann, Luba: The Angel of Bergen-
Belsen. The pages of this children’s book are unnumbered. 

McCann, Michelle R. Luba: The Angel of Bergen-Belsen. 
Berkeley, CA: Tricycle Press, 2003. 

• In May 1941, Maximilian Kolbe, a Catholic priest, was 
sent to Auschwitz. After a prisoner escaped, the Nazis chose 
ten prisoners to be sent to the starvation bunker to die a slow 
death in retaliation for the one prisoner who had escaped. 
One of the ten prisoners picked out to die begged for mercy, 
saying that he had a wife and children. Mr. Kolbe, who had 
no wife and children, volunteered to die in that man’s place. 
To convince the Nazis to agree to the switch, he made the 
persuasive points that he was older than the other man and 
that the other man was in better shape to work for the Nazis 
than he was. The Nazis agreed to let him die instead of the 
other man, and on August 14, 1941, Mr. Kolbe’s corpse was 
burned in a crematorium along with the corpses of the other 
nine men. On October 10, 1982, Pope John Paul II 
consecrated him a saint. 

Source: Ethel Pochocki, One-of-a-Kind Friends, pp. 153-
155. 

Pochocki, Ethel. One-of-a-Kind Friends: Saints and Heroes 
for Kids. Cincinnati, OH: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 
1994. 

• During World War II, Gertrude Babilinska helped save the 
life of a Jewish boy named Mickey in Poland during the 
Holocaust. His parents had died, and she had promised them 
that she would take care of him. During the war, Mickey 
became ill and Ms. Babilinska was forced to take him to a 
German doctor. After the doctor had treated Mickey, she 
tried to pay him, but he refused payment, saying, “No, you 
have helped feel like a man.” Because of this, she realized 
that he knew that Mickey was Jewish. After the war, Ms. 
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Babilinska took Michael to Israel so she could fulfill her 
promise to his parents to raise him as a Jew. 

Source: Gay Block and Malka Drucker, Rescuers: Portraits 
of Moral Courage in the Holocaust, pp. 166, 168. 

Block, Gay, and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of 
Moral Courage in the Holocaust. New York: Holmes and 
Meier Publishers, Inc., 1992. 

• Renata Eisen was a Jew in Yugoslavia during the 
Holocaust, but with the help of other people, including non-
Jews, she managed to survive. She, her brother, and her 
father and mother and some cousins went to Merate, Italy, 
which was very close to Switzerland. Before they could 
escape over the Alps into Switzerland, the Nazis came 
looking for Jews in Merate. Renata hid in the house of a 
friend, while the other members of her family hid in 
hayfields. Renata says about Merate and its kind citizens, “It 
was such a small town. Everyone knew we were hiding 
there. Anyone in town could have turned us in to the 
Germans. … No one in that little town turned us in. The 
whole town protected us even while knowing that if we had 
been caught, they probably would have had to pay the price 
for hiding us with their own lives.” They made it to 
Switzerland, where a border guard—swayed by the 
persistence and determination of Renata’s mother—let them 
enter the country despite a lack of proper papers and 
passports. (Some border guards were kind and did not need 
persistent and determined mothers to sway them. For 
example, border guard Paul Grinninger disobeyed orders and 
allowed many Jews to illegally enter Switzerland. He and 
other kind border guards saved many, many lives.) 

Source: Gay Block and Malka Drucker, Rescuers: Portraits 
of Moral Courage in the Holocaust, pp. 166, 168. 
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Giddens, Sandra. Escape: Teens Who Escaped the 
Holocaust to Freedom. New York: The Rosen Publishing 
Group, Inc., 1999. 

• During the Holocaust, in 1939, when Irene Weber was only 
10 or 11 years old, the Nazis invaded her hometown. She 
ended up in the Little Fortress of Theresienstadt, which was 
basically a sentence of death by starvation. Despite the 
privations, she says that the ghetto residents did not steal 
from each other and that the healthy people took care of the 
ill people. She took care of ill people, and when she became 
ill, healthy people took care of her. At one point, she was 
very ill and unable to eat, so she wanted her friend, who was 
taking care of her, to eat a piece of bread. She told her friend, 
“Please, you eat it. I can’t have it. I can’t swallow. You have 
it.” However, her friend told her, “No, Irene, I will keep it 
for you. I will save it for you. When you feel better, you will 
eat it.” Irene points out that at the time, her friend, like 
everyone else in the Little Fortress, was starving. 

Source: Eleanor H. Ayer, In the Ghettos: Teens Who 
Survived the Ghettos of the Holocaust, pp. 43-44. 

Ayer, Eleanor H. In the Ghettos: Teens Who Survived the 
Ghettos of the Holocaust. New York: The Rosen Publishing 
Group, Inc., 1999. 

• Giorgio Perlasca, an Italian fascist, became a rescuer of 
Jews during the Holocaust. During the Spanish Civil War, 
he fought for the fascist General Francisco Franco, and for 
his services he received Spanish citizenship. While living in 
Budapest, he witnessed a Nazi killing a Jewish child, and he 
decided to do what he could to help the Jews. In late 1944, 
the Spanish envoy left Budapest, and Mr. Perlasca told 
everyone that he was the envoy’s replacement, even though 
he wasn’t. He then worked to set up safe houses for Jews, so 
that they would be protected by the government of Spain. 
When several Hungarian Nazis tried to take some Jews from 
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one of his safe houses, Mr. Perlasca told the Nazis that if 
they took the Jews, the Spanish government would 
immediately arrest 3,000 Hungarians in Spain. This was pure 
bluff, but it worked and the lives of the Jews were saved. 

Source: David K. Fremon, The Holocaust Heroes, pp. 56-57. 

Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• When it was time for her bat mitzvah, 12-year-old New 
York resident Rebecca Marmor decided to pay honor to one 
of the Righteous Gentiles who had helped save the lives of 
Jews during World War II. With the aid of the Jewish 
Foundation for the Righteous, an organization that provides 
help to rescuers and is based in New York City, Rebecca 
researched rescuers and learned about Irena Sendler, a Polish 
social worker who had helped to save the lives of 2,500 
Jewish children by taking them from the Warsaw Ghetto and 
hiding them in Gentile homes. To honor the 84-year-old Ms. 
Sendler, Rebecca sent her $1,000 that she had been given as 
bat mitzvah gifts. 

Source: Victoria Sherrow, The Righteous Gentiles, p. 91. 

Sherrow, Victoria. The Righteous Gentiles. San Diego, CA: 
Lucent Books. 1998. 

• In 1942, during the Holocaust, Gerda Weissman Klein was 
sent to a transit camp in Sosnowiec, Poland, where she 
stayed for a while before being sent to another camp to do 
slave labor for the Nazis. At Sosnowiec, she first saw terrible 
hunger and starvation. She saw a starving, emaciated girl 
there, and because she was still healthy, having just arrived 
at the camp, she gave the girl her bowl of soup. Before eating 
the soup, the emaciated girl told her, “God bless you. May 
you never know what hunger is.” 
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Source: Toby Axelrod, In the Camps: Teens Who Survived 
the Nazi Concentration Camps, pp. 28-30. 

Axelrod, Toby. In the Camps: Teens Who Survived the Nazi 
Concentration Camps. New York: The Rosen Publishing 
Group, Inc., 1999. 

• During the Holocaust, many people risked their lives to 
save Jews. Monsignor Jules-Gérard Saliège, the archbishop 
of Toulouse, France, wrote a pastoral letter opposing the 
deportation of Jews by the Vichy government. The letter 
said, “Jews are men. Jews are women. They form part of the 
family of mankind. They are our brothers, a fact that 
Christians must not forget.” The letter became known as the 
Saliège Bomb, and it inspired many Christians to rescue 
Jews. 

Source: David K. Fremon, The Holocaust Heroes, pp. 50-51. 

Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• The Dutch village of Nieuwlande, which had only 117 
residents, is recognized as Righteous Among the Nations. 
During the Holocaust, every house hid one or more Jews. In 
addition, in France, the residents of a small town, Le 
Chambon-Sur-Lignon, rescued 5,000 Jews. Again, the small 
town is recognized as Righteous Among the Nations. 

Source: Samuel P. Oliner, Do Unto Others: Extraordinary 
Acts of Ordinary People, p. 62. 

Oliner, Samuel P. Do Unto Others: Extraordinary Acts of 
Ordinary People. Cambridge, MA: Westview Press, 2003. 

• In 1986, Elie Wiesel, author of the Holocaust memoir 
Night, won the Nobel Peace Prize. His father, mother, and 
youngest sister all died in the Holocaust, but to show that the 
Jewish people survive despite such oppression, when giving 
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his acceptance speech, he asked his 14-year-son to come to 
the podium with him. 

Source: Michael A. Schuman, Elie Wiesel: Voice from the 
Holocaust, p. 98. 

Schuman, Michael A. Elie Wiesel: Voice from the 
Holocaust. Hillside, NJ: Enslow Publishers, Inc., 1994. 

• The Danish nobility was not anti-Semitic. The synagogue 
in Copenhagen celebrated its 100th anniversary in the spring 
of 1933, and King Christian X of Denmark was invited to 
attend the celebration. However, Germany was becoming 
more and more anti-Semitic, and Adolf Hitler ordered the 
German citizens to boycott Jewish-owned and -operated 
stores. The chair of the Jewish Community told King 
Christian X that Jews would understand if the king decided 
not to attend the celebration, but King Christian X replied, 
“Are you out of your right mind, man? Now, of course, is 
when I will be coming.” So in Germany, Aryans boycotted 
Jewish-owned and -operated stores, while in Denmark, the 
king celebrated the 100th anniversary of the Copenhagen 
synagogue. 

Source: Ellen Levine, Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews, pp. 22-23. 

Levine, Ellen. Darkness Over Denmark: The Danish 
Resistance and the Rescue of the Jews. New York: Holiday 
House, 2000. 

• The morning following Kristallnacht (The Night of the 
Broken Glass), the Morgenstern family, who lived in 
Frankfurt, Germany, was awakened by an anti-Semitic mob 
knocking on their door. They were looking for the head of 
the family, who fortunately was not present. Among the 
members of the family was Elfriede, who remembers her 
mother explaining that the head of the family was out of 
town on business. The Nazis did not believe her, and they 
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knocked on the door of the house next door. Hearing the 
noise, Frau Storch, who lived in an apartment over the 
garage of the house next door, investigated what was going 
on. Even though she barely knew the Morgenstern family, 
she told the mob that Mr. Morgenstern was frequently out of 
town on business and that she had not seen him recently. The 
mob moved on, and Mr. Morgenstern arrived in a car. He 
had heard about the violence of Kristallnacht and had come 
home to make sure that his family was safe. Frau Storch told 
him that his family was safe, but that a mob was looking for 
him and he had better hide somewhere away from his home. 
He thanked her and hid in a German friend’s house. In the 
days that followed, Mr. Morgenstern was able to get papers 
that allowed him to go to the United States. However, he was 
unable to get the necessary papers for his family because the 
distant cousin who sponsored him would not agree to be 
financially responsible for Mr. Morgenstern’s family, too, as 
required by American law. The cousin wanted Mr. 
Morgenstern to come to the United States, work and save 
money, and then bring his family to the United States. Mr. 
Morgenstern had no choice but to do this. Soon after Mr. 
Morgenstern left, Mrs. Morgenstern and her two daughters, 
Elfriede and Sylvia, were forced to move to a Jewish ghetto. 
In the ghetto, ration books were necessary to do such things 
as purchase winter clothing, which Mrs. Morgenstern 
needed for her daughters. One day, a pretty woman 
approached Mrs. Morgenstern. She said that her boyfriend 
was in charge of distributing the ration books for clothing 
and she could get Mrs. Morgenstern extra ration books—for 
a price. Mrs. Morgenstern was interested, but she was also 
worried. If the Nazis were to find out that she had acquired 
extra ration books, things could go badly for her and her 
family. Hearing that, the pretty woman, whose name was 
Erika, asked for the sizes of Mrs. Morgenstern’s 6-year-old 
and 9-year-old daughters and told her to send the girls to her 
apartment the next afternoon. The girls did exactly that, and 
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Erika had acquired lots of winter clothing for them. Erika fed 
them hot chocolate and cookies, and she and the 
Morgensterns became friends. Each week the two girls spent 
time with her, although they had to leave whenever one of 
Erika’s numerous gentleman friends stopped by. (Elfriede, 
who was then nine years old, now understands that Erika was 
a prostitute.) Unfortunately, Erika and her boyfriend were 
arrested—the authorities were not happy about the 
thousands of missing ration books. Winter came, and the 
girls wore the winter clothing constantly in their unheated 
apartment to keep warm. Elfriede says, “Without them, we 
would have frozen to death.” Food grew scarce. Erika had 
always had plenty of food, which she shared, but Erika was 
gone. One evening, a scratching noise sounded at the 
window. Making the scratching noise was Frau Storch, who 
had helped them the morning following Kristallnacht. She 
had a few potatoes and greens for them. Each week she or 
her young son brought some food for them. Elfriede says, “It 
would have been difficult, if not impossible, to survive 
without her weekly gift of sustenance.” Meanwhile, Mr. 
Morgenstern had worked hard and saved money, and finally 
he was able to send for his family. They went across 
Germany, France, Spain, and Portugal, and then took a ship 
to the United States. Many years later, Elfriede went to 
Frankfurt to see if she could find Erika and Frau Storch and 
Frau Storch’s son. She was unable to find them, but she 
states, “Their memory may eventually be buried under the 
sands of time and history, but not as long as I am alive.” 

Source: Arnold Geier, Heroes of the Holocaust, pp. 114-121. 

Geier, Arnold. Heroes of the Holocaust. Miami, FL: 
Londonbooks, 1993. 

• Jaap Penraat, the son of a printer, forged documents to keep 
Jews alive in Holland during the Holocaust. Immediately 
after the Nazis took over Holland, permits and ID cards were 
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needed everywhere. The ID cards for Jews had a big, black 
J stamped in a corner. In his father’s printing shop, Mr. 
Penraat created new ID cards and new identities for many 
Jews. (He was assisted by photographer Carel Blazer and 
Carel’s assistant, Kreen—no last name given.) Soon, 
however, the Nazis started deporting large numbers of Jews 
to concentration camps, so Mr. Penraat took more action. He 
had heard about the Atlantic Wall that the Nazis were having 
built along the Atlantic coast. He got the letterhead of a 
German company and forged it on blank paper and wrote a 
letter saying that the bearer of the letter was transporting 
workers who would take part in constructing the part of the 
Atlantic Wall that was supposed to be constructed in France. 
However, he and Kreen had to go to Paris in order to get 
some travel documents so that he could forge them. They 
obtained the travel documents, Mr. Penraat forged them, and 
he and Kreen began taking Jews in groups of 20 to France, 
where they delivered them to the French Underground, who 
helped the Jews to reach Portugal, from where the Jews 
could travel to safety to England. Mr. Penraat is credited 
with saving the lives of 406 Jews, and he was awarded the 
medal of the Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem. 

Source: Hudson Talbott, Forging Freedom: A True Story of 
Heroism During the Holocaust, pp. 20-22, 32-34, 40-41, 46-
47, 62, 64. 

Talbott, Hudson. Forging Freedom: A True Story of 
Heroism During the Holocaust. New York: G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 2000. 

• In 1931, Miriam was born in Poland, and Marisia served as 
her governess. However, the Nazis came into power and in 
1939, they invaded Poland. Soon, Miriam’s family was 
forced to move into the Warsaw Ghetto because they were 
Jews. At the end of 1942, the Nazis announced that certain 
workers would be moved to a better location. Miriam’s 
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father realized that the “better location” would be a death 
camp, so he decided to do everything he could do to save his 
daughter. Marisia was not Jewish, so she lived outside the 
ghetto, and Miriam’s father was able to find a way to get her 
out of the ghetto. She met Marisia, who got some false ID 
papers for her. At times, she stayed with Marisia, and at 
times she stayed in a convent. After liberation by a Russian 
army, Miriam was registered as a Jewish orphan—her 
parents died at Poniatowa Concentration Camp. She 
emigrated to Canada and started a new life there. She did not 
make it back to Poland to see Marisia before Marisia died, 
but Miriam Krysia Goldwasser Fellig says, “If there are 
angels, she is one. If there is a heaven, she is there.” 

Source: Arnold Geier, Heroes of the Holocaust, pp. 92-97. 

Geier, Arnold. Heroes of the Holocaust. Miami, FL: 
Londonbooks, 1993. 

See also: 

Axelrod, Toby. In the Camps: Teens Who Survived the Nazi 
Concentration Camps. New York: The Rosen Publishing 
Group, Inc., 1999. 

Ayer, Eleanor H. In the Ghettos: Teens Who Survived the 
Ghettos of the Holocaust. New York: The Rosen Publishing 
Group, Inc., 1999. 

Block, Gay, and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of 
Moral Courage in the Holocaust. New York: Holmes and 
Meier Publishers, Inc., 1992. 
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Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 
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Hotel Rwanda 

In 1994, genocide occurred in Rwanda, when in 100 days 
hate-filled Hutus murdered 800,000 Tutsis and moderate 
Hutus, often using machetes as their weapon of choice. Paul 
Rusesabagina, who managed a hotel in the country’s capital, 
Kigali, saved the lives of 1,268 refugees by turning his hotel 
into a place of safety. Like so many other heroes, he denies 
that he is a hero. Like so many other heroes, he became a 
hero gradually, refusing to turn his back on a few people who 
needed help, then many people who needed help, then over 
1,200 people who needed help. He says, “Initially, I was not 
concerned by what was going on. There was a government, 
there was a war, the United Nations was there. But when I 
saw the government completely dismantled, I had to take 
responsibilities. The very first day, I had 26 neighbors in my 
house. When I had to leave my house, I was not going to 
leave those people behind. So it became a very big extended 
family, from 6 to 32, and then 400 and something. That is 
how it happened—people kept on coming to the hotel. And 
toward the end, I had 1,268 people. It would have been easier 
to care for six people—my wife and four children and 
myself—than caring for a thousand. But if you turn your 
back, leave a thousand people, that’s on your hands. That is 
cowardice.” Don Cheadle played Mr. Rusesabagina (and 
was nominated for a Best Actor Oscar) in the 2004 movie 
Hotel Rwanda. 
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Julia M. Klein, “Paul Rusesabagina.” Mother Jones. 
May/June 2006 
<http://motherjones.com/media/2006/05/paul-
rusesabagina>. 

Jackie Robinson 

• Jackie Robinson, the African-American player who 
integrated baseball’s major leagues, was a fighter no matter 
what sport he played. While playing basketball for Pasadena 
Junior College, he faced an opponent who kept sticking his 
hand in Mr. Robinson’s face, including in his mouth. Mr. 
Robinson grew tired of the abuse, so he bit the opposing 
player’s finger—and bit it hard. This almost caused a riot. 

Source: Karen Mueller Coombs, Jackie Robinson: 
Baseball’s Civil Rights Legend, p. 20. 

Coombs, Karen Mueller. Jackie Robinson: Baseball’s Civil 
Rights Legend. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 
1997. 

• When Jackie Robinson became the first black baseball 
player to compete on a major league team, the Brooklyn 
Dodgers, he was often heckled by opposing players. Ben 
Chapman, the team manager of the Philadelphia Phillies, 
ordered his players to heckle Mr. Robinson during some 
games early in the season, so they kept up a relentless torrent 
of racist abuse directed against him. Although Mr. Robinson 
was tempted to fight, he knew that a fight would set back 
integration in the major leagues. For a few games, the other 
Dodgers stayed silent, but finally Dodger second baseman 
Eddie Stanky, a Southerner, yelled at the Phillies, “Listen, 
you yellow-bellied cowards, why don’t you yell at 
somebody who can answer back?” After that, other Dodgers 
started defending Mr. Robinson, and Mr. Robinson became 
accepted as a member of the team. 
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Source: Karen Mueller Coombs, Jackie Robinson: 
Baseball’s Civil Rights Legend, pp. 5ff. 

Coombs, Karen Mueller. Jackie Robinson: Baseball’s Civil 
Rights Legend. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 
1997. 

• Jackie Robinson, the African American who integrated 
modern major-league baseball with the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
was an activist long before he became famous. As a boy, he 
and his friends would sometimes go to the movie theater and 
sit in the white-people-only seats. When that happened, the 
police would arrive to get them out of those seats. Later, 
while he was playing with the Kansas City Monarchs in the 
Negro Leagues, his team’s tour bus pulled up at a gas station 
in Oklahoma. African Americans were allowed to buy gas 
there, but the men’s restroom bore this sign: “WHITE MEN 
ONLY.” Mr. Robinson walked to the restroom, and the gas 
station owner told him that he couldn’t use that restroom. 
Mr. Robinson then said, “Take that hose out of the tank.” 
The gas station owner did not want to lose any business, so 
he allowed Mr. Robinson to use the restroom. After that, the 
Kansas City Monarchs never bought gas at a gas station 
where they weren’t allowed to use the restroom. As Mr. 
Robinson explained, “This is America, man.” 

Source: Carin T. Ford, Jackie Robinson: “All I Ask is That 
You Respect Me as a Human Being,” pp. 18, 45-46. 

Ford, Carin T. Jackie Robinson: “All I Ask is That You 
Respect Me as a Human Being.” Berkeley Heights, NJ: 
Enslow Publishers, Inc., 2005. 

• Athletes can be honored in many different ways. Some 
athletes are honored by entire towns. For example, Ismay, 
Montana, is a small town that changed its name to Joe, 
Montana. In addition, Jim Thorpe was honored when the 
town where he is buried in Pennsylvania changed its name 
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from Mauch Chunk to Jim Thorpe. Many players are 
honored when the team they played for retires their number, 
but Jackie Robinson was honored in 1997 (50 years after he 
broke the color barrier in modern major-league baseball) 
when EVERY major-league team retired his number: 42. 

Source: Brad Herzog, The 20 Greatest Athletes of the 20th 
Century, pp. 69, 99, 123. 

Herzog, Brad. The 20 Greatest Athletes of the 20th Century. 
New York: Sports Illustrated for Kids Books, 2005. 

• Jackie Robinson broke the color line in modern major-
league baseball. For a long time, he was treated differently 
because of his race. In 1948, he heckled an umpire who 
threw him out of the game. This actually made Jackie 
happy—the umpire would have done exactly the same thing 
to a white player who had done what Jackie did. Jackie 
treasured the next day’s newspaper headline: “Jackie Just 
Another Guy.” 

Source: Kathleen Krull, Lives of the Athletes, p. 53. 

Krull, Kathleen. Lives of the Athletes: Thrills, Spills (And 
What the Neighbors Thought). San Diego, CA: Harcourt 
Brace and Company, 1997. 

Le Chambon 

• During World War II, the Vichy government of southern 
France collaborated with the Nazis. Some villages in the 
south of France resisted, including Le Chambon. The village 
was under orders to ring the church bells on August 1, 1941, 
in honor of Marshall Pétain, the leader of the collaborationist 
Vichy government. Pastor André Trocmé asked a woman 
named Amélie, who was the custodian of the church, not to 
ring the bells. The bells did not ring, and he was proud of 
her. Later, he discovered that her resistance had not been 
merely passive—it was more than simply not ringing the 
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bells. Instead, it had been active—she had forcibly prevented 
two visiting Frenchwomen from going into the church and 
ringing the bells to honor Marshall Pétain. 

Source: Allison Stark Draper, Pastor André Trocmé: 
Spiritual Leader of the French Village Le Chambon, pp. 41, 
43. 

Draper, Allison Stark. Pastor André Trocmé: Spiritual 
Leader of the French Village Le Chambon. New York: The 
Rosen Publishing Group, Inc., 2001. 

Loving v. Virginia 

At one time, blacks and whites could not be legally married 
in Virginia. However, the Lovings wanted to be legally 
married, and so they brought suit against the State of 
Virginia. The case went to the Supreme Court, which ruled 
that blacks and whites could legally be married. 

• The United States considers itself a free country, but its 
freedom has had to be fought for. On July 13, 1958, at 2 a.m. 
in Central Point, Virginia, Sheriff Garnett Brooks and two 
deputy sheriffs entered the home of Richard and Mildred 
Loving, arrested them, and took them to the county jail, 
where they stayed for five days before being released after 
posting bail. What crime were they charged with? Mr. 
Loving was white, and Mrs. Loving was part African 
American and part Native American. They had fallen in 
love, gone to Washington, D.C., to get married, then 
returned to Virginia, which had outlawed marriage between 
a white person and anyone who was not white. In addition, 
the state of Virginia had made it illegal for a white person 
and anyone who was not white to get married in another 
state, then return to Virginia and live as man and wife. The 
State of Virginia found Mr. and Mrs. Loving guilty, and 
Judge Leon M. Bazile sentenced each of them to one year in 
jail, but suspended the sentence for 25 years if the Lovings 
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would leave Virginia. In his decision, Judge Bazile made it 
clear that he opposed marriage between whites and blacks. 
The Lovings left Virginia for a while, but did not want to be 
separated from friends and family, so they returned to 
Virginia. In 1963, Mrs. Loving wrote United States attorney 
general Robert Kennedy and asked him for help. Mr. 
Kennedy referred the letter to the American Civil Rights 
Union, which agreed to represent the Lovings in a lawsuit. 
Eventually, the case made its way to the United States 
Supreme Court, and Mr. Loving told his ACLU lawyers, 
“Tell the court that I love my wife, and it is just unfair that I 
can’t live with her in Virginia.” The Supreme Court ruled in 
favor of the Lovings, making it legal for whites and blacks 
to marry each other. If the Supreme Court had ruled in favor 
of the state of Virginia, states would be able to legally ban 
marriages between white people and non-white people. The 
Lovings had not set out to be civil rights heroes, but because 
they loved each other and wanted to legally live together as 
a married couple in Virginia, they (with the help of the 
ACLU) refused to let the state of Virginia take away their 
rights. In doing so, they made possible the Supreme Court 
ruling that whites and non-whites can legally marry in any 
state. 

Source: Karen Alonso, Loving v. Virginia: Interracial 
Marriage, pp. 5-6, 24-25, 27ff, 45, 86. 

Alonso, Karen. Loving v. Virginia: Interracial Marriage. 
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 
Landmark Supreme Court Cases. Ser. 

• In 1996, a high school principal in Alabama set a policy 
that interracial couples could not attend the school prom. 
When a biracial student asked him why he had set the policy, 
he replied that he wanted to prevent “mistakes” such as her. 
This story has a happy ending. The principal was fired, and 
biracial couples had a good time at the prom. 
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Source: Karen Alonso, Loving v. Virginia: Interracial 
Marriage, p. 93. 

Alonso, Karen. Loving v. Virginia: Interracial Marriage. 
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 
Landmark Supreme Court Cases. Ser. 

Mahatma Ghandi 

Ghandi was an advocate of nonviolent resistance, and Martin 
Luther King studied and implemented his tactics.  

• While working as a young lawyer in South Africa, 
Mohandas Gandhi, a native of India, acquired first-class 
tickets to ride a train from Durban to Pretoria. Unfortunately, 
when a white European man boarded the train at 
Pietmaritzburg, he saw Mr. Gandhi and complained that a 
non-white was sitting in the same train car that he was sitting 
in. A train official arrived and ordered Mr. Gandhi to move 
to a third-class carriage. Mr. Gandhi showed the official his 
first-class ticket and declined to move, so the official called 
the police and had him thrown off the train. Later, when Mr. 
Gandhi was better known as Mahatma Gandhi, he said that 
politically this experience was the most important in his life. 
It woke him up to the fact of color prejudice, and he resolved 
to fight it. In doing so, he made life better for the Indians 
living in South Africa and he freed India from British rule. 

Source: F.W. Rawding, Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence, pp. 22-23. 

Rawding, F.W. Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1982. 

• Mahatma Gandhi’s name at birth was Mohandas Gandhi. 
“Mohandas” means “Slave of Mohan”—“Mohan” is another 
name for the Hindu god Krishna. Gandhi was a member of 
the Vaisya caste, members of which are such things as 
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merchants, clerks, and small landowners. “Gandhi” means 
“Grocer.” “Mahatma,” of course, means “Great Soul,” but 
Gandhi was never comfortable with this name—which was 
given to him by people who recognized his spirituality. 

Source: F.W. Rawding, Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence, pp. 5, 27. 

Rawding, F.W. Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1982. 

 

• In the early 1930s, Mahatma Gandhi had tea with King 
George V of England. Mr. Gandhi wore his regular skimpy 
clothing made from handwoven cotton, shocking a reporter 
who asked if he had been wearing enough clothing. Smiling, 
Mr. Gandhi replied, “The King was wearing enough for both 
of us.” 

Source: F.W. Rawding, Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence, pp. 38-39. 

Rawding, F.W. Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1982. 

• When Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated on January 30, 
1948, his last words were “Hey Rama!”—a phrase that 
means, “O God.” 

Source: F.W. Rawding, Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence, p. 47. 

Rawding, F.W. Gandhi and the Struggle for India’s 
Independence. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1982. 
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• The first time Margaret Bourke-White wanted to take 
Mahatma Gandhi’s photograph, she had to show that she 
knew how to use a spinning wheel before she was allowed 
to meet the great man. At the time, the British took cotton 
from India, shipped it to Great Britain where it was made 
into clothing, then shipped it back to India to be sold. To 
create jobs for the citizens of India, Gandhi wanted them to 
weave the cotton into cloth. After taking a quick lesson in 
spinning, Ms. Bourke-White was able to demonstrate 
sufficient competence to see Gandhi and to take a world-
famous photograph of him. 

Source: Emily Keller, Margaret Bourke-White: A 
Photographer’s Life, pp. 101-102. 

Keller, Emily. Margaret Bourke-White: A Photographer’s 
Life. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 
1996. 

• Vinoba Bhave worked with Mahatma Gandhi to win 
independence for India, and after the assassination of 
Gandhi, he was regarded as Gandhi’s spiritual successor. He 
started the bhoodan yagna, or land-gift movement. Walking 
throughout India, he asked wealthy people to donate land to 
poor people. Many people did this, donating millions of 
acres of land to be used by the poor. In one case, a poor man 
gave one-thirteenth of an acre of land because he had started 
a job at a factory. Vinoba Bhave returned the land, saying 
that the man was poor and ought to be given land instead of 
donating it. 

Source: John Spencer, Workers for Humanity, pp. 17, 22. 

John Spencer, Workers for Humanity. London: George G. 
Harrap & Co., 1962. 

• Emmeline Pankhurst was a crusader for women’s suffrage 
in England, but she learned a lot from a fellow activist: 
Christabel, her daughter. For a long time, Emmeline tried to 
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politely advocate women’s rights, but she was ignored. But 
in 1905, Christabel, accompanied by a friend, attended a 
speech by a politician. During the question-and-answer 
session, Christabel and her friend asked, “Will the 
government give votes to women?” The politician ignored 
the question, so Christabel and her friend asked it again and 
again. Eventually, Christabel and her friend were arrested, 
and suddenly newspapers began writing about women’s 
suffrage. Emmeline realized that in order to get the topic of 
women’s rights noticed by the newspapers, she had to quit 
being polite. Thereafter, Emmeline, Christabel, and Sylvia 
(another daughter) were arrested many, many times (as were 
Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., later). By the 
time Emmeline died, women had the vote in England. 

Source: Carlotta Hacker, Rebels, pp. 39-41. 

Hacker, Carlotta. Rebels. New York: Crabtree Publishing 
Company, 1999. 

Marian Wright Edelman 

• The parents of Marian Wright Edelman were serious about 
raising their children correctly. If one of their children 
wasn’t busy, they would assign the child a chore to do. 
However, if the child was reading, they would let the child 
read. Ms. Edelman says that she and her siblings read a lot. 
In 1973, Ms. Edelman founded the Children’s Defense Fund, 
which lobbies politicians to pass legislation to help children. 

Source: Wendie Old, Marian Wright Edelman: Fighting for 
Children’s Rights, p. 14. 

Old, Wendie. Marian Wright Edelman: Fighting for 
Children’s Rights. Springfield, N.J., USA : Enslow 
Publishers, 1995. 

• Marian Wright Edelman, an African American, witnessed 
prejudice at first hand while growing up in Bennettsville, 
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South Carolina. On a highway in front of her home, a truck 
driven by a white man collided with a car filled with a black 
migrant worker’s family. An ambulance arrived, but the 
white driver of the ambulance examined the white man, said 
that he was fine, then drove off, leaving behind the badly 
injured black victims. Ms. Edelman says, “I remember 
watching children like me bleeding. I remember the 
ambulance driving off. You never, ever forget.” In 1973, Ms. 
Edelman founded the Children’s Defense Fund, which 
lobbies politicians to pass legislation to help children. 

Source: Wendie Old, Marian Wright Edelman: Fighting for 
Children’s Rights, pp. 21-22. 

Old, Wendie. Marian Wright Edelman: Fighting for 
Children’s Rights. Springfield, N.J., USA : Enslow 
Publishers, 1995. 

Montgomery Bus Boycott 

The Civil Rights Movement helped to avoid the apocalypse 
of race wars and of prejudice. 

Students can write about why the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
was successful.  

Can this boycott be usefully done today? 

• When Martin Luther King, Jr., was young, he and his father 
went to a shoe store to make a purchase, but the white clerk 
said that for them to be served they would have to go to the 
back of the store. Martin’s father declined to do that, and 
they left without purchasing anything. Martin remembers his 
father saying about Jim Crow that day, “I don’t care how 
long I have to live with this system, I am never going to 
accept it. I’ll oppose it to the day I die.” 

Source: Michael A. Schuman, Martin Luther King: Leader 
for Civil Rights, pp. 17-18. 



 121 

Schuman, Michael A. Martin Luther King: Leader for Civil 
Rights. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1996. 

• During the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott, which 
lasted 381 days, blacks declined to ride on the city’s 
segregated buses. Instead, they walked, rode in car pools, 
and took taxis. African-American taxi drivers even lowered 
their prices to match those offered by the bus company. An 
African-American minister who worked in the car pool 
organized by the Montgomery Improvement Association 
asked an elderly black woman who was walking, “Sister, 
aren’t you getting tired?” She replied, “My soul has been 
tired for a long time. Now my feet are tired, and my soul is 
resting.” The Supreme Court ruled that the segregated buses 
were against the Constitution, and the boycott ended in 
victory for the civil rights workers. 

Source: Ron L. Harmon, American Civil Rights Leaders, pp. 
42-45. 

Harmon, Ron L. American Civil Rights Leaders. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

• During the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott, which 
lasted 381 days, blacks declined to ride in the city’s 
segregated buses. Instead, they walked, rode in car pools, 
and took taxis. African-American taxi drivers even lowered 
their prices to match those offered by the bus company. An 
African-American minister who worked in the car pool 
organized by the Montgomery Improvement Association 
asked an elderly black woman who was walking, “Sister, 
aren’t you getting tired?” She replied, “My soul has been 
tired for a long time. Now my feet are tired, and my soul is 
resting.” The Supreme Court ruled that the segregated buses 
were against the Constitution, and the boycott ended in 
victory for the civil rights workers. 
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Source: Ron L. Harmon, American Civil Rights Leaders, pp. 
42-45. 

Harmon, Ron L. American Civil Rights Leaders. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

• After the buses of Birmingham, Alabama, were 
desegregated, everyone wondered what would happen on the 
first day of desegregated operation. Would there be violence 
and murder? This is what happened. Dr. Martin Luther King 
and a white minister waited together at a bus stop for an 
early-morning bus, the bus stopped, the door opened, and the 
bus driver said, “We are glad to have you this morning.” 

Source: Anne Schraff, Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil 
Rights, p. 48. 

Schraff, Anne. Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil Rights. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1997. 

• During the Civil Rights movement, Freedom Riders 
headed south. Laws had been passed outlawing segregation 
on public transportation, but in some places segregation 
continued. Therefore, the Freedom Riders, who were both 
white and black, rode on buses throughout the south to test 
whether public transportation had really been desegregated. 
In Birmingham, Alabama, the Freedom Fighters were 
assaulted, and James Person, who was black, and James 
Peck, who was white, were brutally beaten—Mr. Peck ended 
up with 53 stitches in his face. Outside Anniston, Alabama, 
a bus was fire bombed as a mob broke windows and 
punctured tires. In Montgomery, Alabama, the Freedom 
Riders were attacked by a mob, and James Zwerg, a white 
student, and John Seigenthaler, John F. Kennedy’s 
representative, were beaten until they were unconscious. A 
reporter asked Police Commissioner L.B. Sullivan if he had 
sent for ambulances, but the police commissioner replied, 
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“Every white ambulance in town reports their vehicles have 
broken down.” 

Source: Jean Darby, Martin Luther King, Jr., pp. 64, 66. 

Darby, Jean. Martin Luther King, Jr. Minneapolis, MN: 
Lerner Publications Company, 1990. 

• J. Edgar Hoover, head of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, never liked Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mr. 
Hoover’s agents spied on the Nobel Peace Prize winner. The 
FBI once sent to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference a package containing a tape that was supposed 
to be proof that Dr. King was having an affair. Dr. King and 
his wife, Coretta Scott King, listened to the tape together and 
found it to be unintelligible and utterly worthless as evidence 
to discredit Dr. King. 

Source: Anne Schraff, Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil 
Rights, p. 73. 

Schraff, Anne. Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil Rights. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1997. 

• During the days of segregation, Martin Luther King, Sr., 
took his son to buy shoes. Inside a shoe store, they sat down 
in the chairs near the door, but an angry clerk told them, 
“What do you think you’re doing? You know you can’t sit 
there.” King, Sr., replied, “I see nothing wrong with these 
seats.” The clerk shouted, “The colored sit in the back.” 
King, Sr., responded, “We’ll buy shoes sitting here, or we 
won’t buy shoes at all.” Eventually, the Kings left without 
buying shoes. 

Source: Jean Darby, Martin Luther King, Jr., pp. 11-12. 

Darby, Jean. Martin Luther King, Jr. Minneapolis, MN: 
Lerner Publications Company, 1990. 
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• African-American college students started a unique form 
of protest in early 1960 when they staged sit-ins. At the time, 
Jim Crow laws segregating blacks and whites were common 
in the South. Whites could drink from one drinking fountain, 
and blacks had to drink from a different drinking fountain. 
Whites could use one set of restrooms, and blacks had to use 
a different set of restrooms. This segregation pervaded the 
South and extended to lunchrooms. To protest the 
segregation, African-American college students used to go 
to a whites-only lunchroom, sit down, and wait to be served. 
They were not served; however, they would continue to sit 
at the lunch counter, taking up a seat that could have been 
used by a white customer whom the lunchroom would have 
been happy to serve. Eventually, the lunchrooms began to 
serve black people. 

Source: Ron L. Harmon, American Civil Rights Leaders, pp. 
24-25, 81-82. 

Harmon, Ron L. American Civil Rights Leaders. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

• Professional player Mudcat Grant did his part to get civil 
rights for his people. An African American, Mr. Grant 
thought things would be better in Reading, Pennsylvania, 
than in Tipton, Georgia, both of which were minor-league 
communities. He was wrong. Mr. Grant went to a lounge that 
served white baseball players, but where he was not served. 
To make a point, after each home game, he went to that 
lounge and sat all night. He never did get served. Mr. Grant 
says, “If I am willing to sit there all night long and not get 
served, they have to think about that a little bit when they go 
home at night, ‘Well, maybe this is not right.’ The idea is to 
get them to think that blacks are human beings.” 

Source: Steve Jacobson, Carrying Jackie’s Torch, pp. 57-58. 
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Jacobson, Steve. Carrying Jackie’s Torch: The Players Who 
Integrated Baseball—and America. Chicago, IL: Lawrence 
Hill Books, 2007. 

• During the years of World War II, 12-year-old Jim 
McWilliams, a newsboy in Fairfield, Alabama, became a 
labor leader when the Birmingham News required African-
American newsboys to work much harder than white 
newsboys. Jim led a strike of African-American newsboys, 
and after two weeks the Birmingham News agreed to their 
terms. 

Source: Milton Meltzer, There Comes a Time: The Struggle 
for Civil Rights, p. 64. 

Meltzer, Milton. There Comes a Time: The Struggle for Civil 
Rights. New York: Random House, 2001. 
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Morris K. Udall 

• One of Morris K. Udall’s greatest achievements as a 
politician was doubling the size of the United States’ 
national parks by preserving much of the wilderness of 
Alaska. However, this made him very unpopular with the 
Alaskan citizens who wished to make money from the 
wilderness. Still, Mr. Udall thought that in the long run, the 
Alaskan citizens would appreciate what he had done. He said 
in a speech, “I’ve been through legislation creating a dozen 
national parks, and there’s always the same pattern. When 
you first propose a park, and you visit the area and present 
the case to the local people, they threaten to hang you. You 
go back in five years and they think it’s the greatest thing 
that ever happened. You go back in 20 years and they’ll 
probably name a mountain after you.” Shortly afterward, Mr. 
Udall received a photograph of an Alaskan mountain in the 
mail. On it, an Alaskan citizen had written, “With regard to 
your comments about our naming a mountain after you—
you asked for it, you’ve got it. MOUNT BULLS**T—
named in honor of Morris Udall, and his programs which so 
well reflect the name of this mountain.” 

Source: Morris K. Udall, Too Funny to be President, pp. 77-
78. 

Udall, Morris K. Too Funny to be President. With Bob 
Neuman and Randy Udall. New York: Henry Holt and 
Company, 1988. 

Mother Jones 

Mother Jones was against child labor and for unions.  

• Union organizer Mother Jones knew the effects of child 
labor at first hand. To learn about working conditions in 
Southern mills, she had taken jobs at some of them, where 
she had worked alongside children. Once, she saw heavy 
machinery tear off one of the fingers of a child employee. 
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Another time, she attended the funeral of an 11-year-old 
child in Alabama who had died in a factory accident. In 
1903, Mother Jones drew attention to the situation of 
children working in the mills in Philadelphia by having them 
display their injuries—some children were missing thumbs 
that had been cut off at work, while other children were 
missing entire hands that had been cut off at work. 

Source: Stephen Currie, We Have Marched Together: The 
Working Children’s Crusade, pp. 26-27. 

Currie, Stephen. We Have Marched Together: The Working 
Children’s Crusade. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1997. 

• In the early days of unions, miners went on strike in 
southern Colorado. Surrounding the tent colony of Ludlow 
with its 1,000 residents were soldiers, including state militia, 
mine guards, and pit bosses. On April 20, 1914, the soldiers 
attacked, burning up the tents, shooting machine guns, and 
throwing bombs. Two women and 11 children hid in a pit 
under a cot, and they burned to death. In all, 32 people were 
massacred. When the strike ended in defeat for the union, 
organizer Mother Jones explained why: “They [the miners 
and their families] had only the Constitution. The other side 
had bayonets. In the end, the bayonets always win.” 

Source: Judith Pinkerton Josephson, Mother Jones: Fierce 
Fighter for Workers’ Rights, pp. 116-119. 

Josephson, Judith Pinkerton. Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter 
for Workers’ Rights. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1997. 

• After a rebellion in Mexico failed in 1910, its leaders fled 
to the United States, where they were imprisoned under false 
charges. Union organizer Mother Jones spoke to President 
William Howard Taft and asked that the rebel leaders be 
pardoned. President Taft said, “Now, Mother, the trouble lies 
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here: if I put the pardoning power in your hands, there would 
be no one left in the jails.” Mother Jones replied, “I’m not so 
sure of that, Mr. President. … A lot of those who are in 
would be out, but a lot of those who are out would be in.” 
President Taft laughed, and later he did as Mother Jones had 
asked and pardoned the rebel leaders. For such actions as 
this, Mother Jones became a hero to many people in Mexico 
as well as in the United States. (Of course, such actions 
meant that some people in both countries regarded her as a 
very dangerous woman.) 

Source: Judith Pinkerton Josephson, Mother Jones: Fierce 
Fighter for Workers’ Rights, pp. 129-130.Josephson, Judith 
Pinkerton. Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter for Workers’ 
Rights. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 
1997. 

• Joseph Hillstrom (Joe Hill) was a labor organizer who was 
convicted of a murder on circumstantial evidence and 
executed. The day before he faced the firing squad, he sent a 
telegram to another labor organizer, advising, “Don’t waste 
any time in mourning. Organize!” 

Source: Diane Ravitch, ed. The American Reader, p. 223. 

Ravitch, Diane, ed. The American Reader: Words That 
Moved a Nation. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 
1990. 

See these books: 

Currie, Stephen. We Have Marched Together: The Working 
Children’s Crusade. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1997. 

Josephson, Judith Pinkerton. Mother Jones: Fierce Fighter 
for Workers’ Rights. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications 
Company, 1997. 
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Kraft, Betsy Harvey. Mother Jones: One Woman’s Fight for 
Labor. New York: Clarion Books, 1995. 

Ravitch, Diane, ed. The American Reader: Words That 
Moved a Nation. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 
1990. 
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Nurses 

• Mary Walsh served as a nurse in Vietnam, and she was 
present on November 11, 1993, when the Vietnam Women’s 
Memorial was unveiled in Washington, D.C. At the 
ceremony, she met a former patient, a veteran in a 
wheelchair. The veteran smiled at her and said, “I wanted to 
find you.” Then he stretched out his right arm and added, 
“To show you I can use my arm again.” 

Source: Silvia Anne Sheafer, Women in America’s Wars, pp. 
79, 86. 

Sheafer, Silvia Anne. Women in America’s Wars. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1996. 

• War can be horrible. After the first Battle of Bull Run, 
doctors saved as many wounded soldiers as they could, 
performing amputations as needed. Working with the 
doctors were Sisters of Charity nuns, who served as nurses. 
The nurses worked hard, and late at night they went to bed, 
although Sister Blanche remarked that sleeping would be 
difficult because of “the odor of death about this place.” In 
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the morning, the odor was worse, and it was coming from 
the room next to where the nuns had slept. Sister Blanche 
courageously entered the room and found three amputated 
legs lying on the floor. They were buried, but in a coffin with 
a dead soldier. One of the Sisters of Charity wrote in her 
journal, “Yesterday a man was buried with three legs.” 

Source: Norah Smaridge, Hands of Mercy: The Story of 
Sister-Nurses in the Civil War, pp. 19-20. 

Smaridge, Norah. Hands of Mercy: The Story of Sister-
Nurses in the Civil War. New York: Benziger Brothers, Inc., 
1960. 

Oskar Schindler 

Oskar Schindler was not a good man in many ways. Still, he 
saved many Jews by having them work in his factories. Why 
were his abilities in drinking alcohol and in bribing people 
helping in saving Jews? Why did he act when so many did 
not? 

• Oskar Schindler was a hard drinker and a womanizer—and 
a rescuer of Jews during the Holocaust. When he first met 
Isaac Stern, who would be his assistant during the Holocaust, 
Mr. Schindler held out his hand, but Mr. Stern would not 
shake it. When Mr. Schindler asked why he wouldn’t shake 
hands, Mr. Stern replied that he was a Jew and it was 
forbidden for him to shake hands with Mr. Schindler. Mr. 
Schindler’s response was this: “Scheisse”—German for 
“sh*t.” Mr. Schindler protected the Jews who worked for 
him in his factory; thus, many Jews tried very hard to get on 
Schindler’s list of Jewish workers to be moved to 
Sudetenland—war events necessitated the move. Mr. 
Schindler did many small as well as big things for Jews in 
the Holocaust. For example, when he was near a Jewish 
worker named Moshe Bejski who worked for him as a 
draftsman, he would light a cigarette, put the pack of 
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remaining cigarettes down, and “forget” to pick the valuable 
cigarettes up. Even though Mr. Schindler provided extra 
food for his workers, it often wasn’t enough, and four 
cigarettes could be traded for a large piece of bread. When a 
Jewish prisoner became pregnant, he arranged an abortion 
for her—if the Nazis had discovered her pregnancy, she 
would have been shipped to a death camp and both she and 
her fetus would have died. After the Nazis lost the war, the 
Jews Mr. Schindler had protected gave him many letters in 
different languages saying that he had saved them and asking 
the reader to help him. They also gave him a gold ring made 
from gold teeth donated by a Jew. Years later, one of the 
Jews Mr. Schindler had saved asked what had happened to 
the gold ring. Mr. Schindler replied, “Schnapps.” He had 
traded or sold it for liquor. When Mr. Schindler died, he was 
buried in the Catholic cemetery at Mount Zion in Jerusalem. 
The Catholic cemetery was filled with mourning Jews. 

Source: Eric Silver, The Book of the Just: The Unsung 
Heroes Who Rescued Jews from Hitler, pp. 147-154. 

Silver, Eric. The Book of the Just: The Unsung Heroes Who 
Rescued Jews from Hitler. New York: Grove Press, 1992. 

• During the Holocaust, Oskar Schindler saved over 1,000 
Jews. One day, he inspected the bill of lading of a trainload 
of Jews—who were treated as if they were cattle, except that 
cattle were treated better. He saw that no destination was 
written on the bill of lading, so he wrote the name of a town 
near his factory on it. He then took the trainload of Jews to 
the dormitories at his factory, where his wife nursed them 
back to health. The Jews stayed at Mr. Schindler’s factory, 
where were other Jews whom Mr. Schindler had saved, and 
they survived the war. 

Source: Darryl Lyman, Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage, p. 71. 
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Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1999. 

Abraham Zuckerman is one of the more than 1,300 Jews 
rescued by Oskar Schindler during the Holocaust. In 1949, 
Mr. Zuckerman and his wife moved to the United States, 
where in New Jersey he began to develop real estate. He 
says, “The first thing we did in every development was to 
name a street after Oskar Schindler.” In the book The 
Triumphant Spirit, a photograph by Nick Del Calzo shows 
Mr. Zuckerman posing with a street sign that says, 
“SCHINDLER WAY.” 

Source: Nick Del Calzo, creator and photographer, The 
Triumphant Spirit, pp. 166-167. 

Calzo, Nick Del, creator and photographer. The Triumphant 
Spirit. Denver, CO: Triumphant Spirit Publishing, 1997. 

• Oskar Schindler saved over 1,000 Jews from the 
Holocaust. He hired Jews to work in his factories, assuring 
the Nazis that the Jews were skilled workers, although they 
often were not, and he paid the Nazis a fee for the use of the 
Jews’ labor. In addition, he paid bribes as necessary to keep 
the Nazis from sending his workers to the death camps. 
Sometimes, Nazi inspectors came to his factory to see the 
work of the “skilled” Jews. Whenever that happened, Mr. 
Schindler got the Nazis drunk so they wouldn’t inspect the 
work too closely. 

Source: Darryl Lyman, Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage, p. 67. 

Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1999. 

• Some SS men once paid a surprise visit to Oskar 
Schindler’s factory. There, they saw an old Jew named 
Lamus. This was surprising because the old and the young 
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Jews had been sent away to concentration camps to die or be 
killed. The SS commander ordered his aide to shoot the Jew, 
and then he left. The aide had no problem with shooting the 
old Jew, but first, in order to humiliate him, he ordered him 
to drop his pants and walk away. That way, the aide could 
shoot the old Jew in the back. Fortunately, Mr. Schindler 
noticed what was going on. He complained to the aide, “You 
are interfering with all my discipline here! The morale of my 
workers will suffer!” The aide didn’t care about the morale 
of Mr. Schindler’s workers, so he prepared to shoot the old 
Jew. But Mr. Schindler was persistent. An old master at 
bribing Nazis, he told the aide, “A bottle of schnapps if you 
don’t shoot him!” The aide didn’t shoot the old Jew, and Mr. 
Schindler gave him a bottle of schnapps. No fool, Mr. 
Schindler kept much liquor in his office, some for his own 
use, and quite a lot to have handy when it was necessary to 
bribe someone or to get inspectors drunk so they didn’t do 
their work well. (One of Mr. Schindler’s factories was 
supposed to produce weapons for the Nazis; he made sure 
that it produced nothing of value.) 

Source: Ann Byars, Oskar Schindler: Saving Jews from the 
Holocaust, pp. 8-13, 111. 

Byars, Ann. Oskar Schindler: Saving Jews from the 
Holocaust. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, Inc., 
2005. 

• From 1940 to 1945, Oskar Schindler pulled trick after trick 
to save Jews from the Holocaust. These tricks even included 
seeming to look down on the Jews. For example, Janek 
Dresser, who worked at Mr. Schindler’s factory at Brinnlitz, 
was unfamiliar with metalworking and while working on a 
metal press he managed to damage it. The camp 
commandant at Brinnlitz was Josef Liepold, who accused 
Mr. Dresser of sabotage. He held a trial; if Mr. Dresser were 
found guilty, he would be hanged. Mr. Schindler appeared at 
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the trial and questioned Mr. Dresser harshly, asking him to 
explain how he had damaged the metal press. Midway 
through Mr. Dresser’s explanation, Mr. Schindler had him 
repeat a portion of what he had said. Then, acting as if Mr. 
Dresser had admitted to making an incredibly stupid 
mistake, Mr. Schindler slapped his face, yelling, “The 
stupidity of you … people. I can’t believe it.” He then told 
the Nazis, “I wish they [the Jews] were intelligent enough to 
sabotage a machine. Then at least I’d have their … hides! 
But what can you do with these people? They’re an utter 
waste of time.” Mr. Schindler ordered Mr. Dresser taken 
away, out of his sight. Of course, Mr. Dresser was taken to 
safety, back to Mr. Schindler’s factory, not to a gallows. In 
what was for him standard operating procedure, Mr. 
Schindler then invited the Nazis to be his guests for drinks. 
The liquored-up Nazis no longer cared about Mr. Dresser. 

Source: Ann Byars, Oskar Schindler: Saving Jews from the 
Holocaust, pp. 106-107. 

Byars, Ann. Oskar Schindler: Saving Jews from the 
Holocaust. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, Inc., 
2005. 
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Pacifism 

• In pre-Civil War Virginia, Seth Laughlin believed that 
slaves should be free. Because Quakers believed as he did, 
he became a Quaker. In Quaker meetings, he learned that 
Jesus valued peace. Jesus even said in his Sermon on the 
Mount, “Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be 
called the children of God.” After the Civil War started, he 
was drafted—in 1863—into the Confederate Army. 
However, he stated that he was a pacifist due to his religious 
beliefs. An officer ordered him to stand for 36 hours—a 
soldier used a bayonet to keep him awake. They used other 
kinds of torture on Mr. Laughlin, including suspending him 
by his thumbs from a tree. Mr. Laughlin did not break. 
Eventually, he was court-martialed, found guilty, and 
sentenced to be executed. He asked for permission to pray 
before he was shot. After permission to pray was granted to 
him, he prayed for the people who were supposed to shoot 
him, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
The soldiers refused to shoot him, and the officers of the 
military court changed his sentence to prison instead of death 
by firing squad. Due to the torture he had undergone, Mr. 
Laughlin fell ill and died in prison. 

Source: Ann Durell and Marilyn Sachs, editors, The Big 
Book of Peace, pp. 39-45. Also: Cornelia Lehn, Peace Be 
with You, pp. 65-66. In this second book, the name is spelled 
Seth Loflin. 

Durell, Ann, and Marilyn Sachs, editors. The Big Book of 
Peace. New York: Dutton Children’s Books, 1990. 

Lehn, Cornelia. Peace Be with You. Newton, KS: Faith and 
Life Press, 1980. 

Raoul Wallenberg 

• Raoul Wallenberg saved at least 20,000 Jews in Hungary 
during World War II, and he may have saved as many as 
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100,000 Jews, but Soviet soldiers thought that he might be a 
spy, and so he spent the last years of his life in a Soviet 
prison. In 1948, a sculpture of Saint George slaying a dragon 
was supposed to be unveiled in Saint Stephen’s Park in 
Budapest. On the base of the sculpture appeared Mr. 
Wallenberg’s image and this dedication: “This memorial is 
our silent and eternal gratitude to him and should always 
remind us of his enduring humanity in a period of 
inhumanity.” The sculpture was put in the park before its 
unveiling, but the day the sculpture was supposed to be 
unveiled, spectators saw nothing but an empty space where 
the sculpture had been. Soviet soldiers had taken away the 
sculpture during the night. 

Source: Debra McArthur, Raoul Wallenberg: Rescuing 
Thousands from the Nazis’ Grasp, p. 119. 

McArthur, Debra. Raoul Wallenberg: Rescuing Thousands 
from the Nazis’ Grasp. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow 
Publishers, 2005. 

• During World War II in Hungary, the Arrow Cross, an anti-
Semitic military group, used to execute Jews by taking them 
to the Danube River, tying three Jews together, shooting the 
Jew in the middle, then pushing them into the river so that 
the dead Jew would weigh down the other two Jews, who 
would drown. One day, Raoul Wallenberg asked for people 
who could swim to go with him to the river at night. They 
stayed downstream, out of the sight of the Arrow Cross, and 
as the river swept people toward them, they rescued them. 
That night, they saved 50 lives. 

Source: Debra McArthur, Raoul Wallenberg: Rescuing 
Thousands from the Nazis’ Grasp, pp. 97-98. 

McArthur, Debra. Raoul Wallenberg: Rescuing Thousands 
from the Nazis’ Grasp. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow 
Publishers, 2005. 
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• Modern Americans don’t realize how horrible war is 
because it has been so long since a war was fought on 
American soil. During World War II, gunfire killed a horse 
on a street in Buda, Hungary. Quickly, starving civilians 
stripped the flesh from the horse so they would have 
something to eat. Swedish diplomat Per Anger and other 
Swedes were grateful that the horse goulash they cooked 
lasted for a few days. 

Source: Debra McArthur, Raoul Wallenberg: Rescuing 
Thousands from the Nazis’ Grasp, p. 115. 

McArthur, Debra. Raoul Wallenberg: Rescuing Thousands 
from the Nazis’ Grasp. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow 
Publishers, 2005. 

• Raoul Wallenberg saved tens of thousands of Jews in 
Hungary during the Holocaust. He also did many other good 
deeds. For example, while attending the University of 
Michigan, he once bicycled approximately 70 miles from 
Ann Arbor to Owosso so he could do a favor for a friend by 
lecturing at a women’s club. And while in Budapest, he once 
let a Jewish woman give birth in his room after a hospital 
turned her away—he slept in a hallway. 

Source: Schreiber, Penny and Joan Lowenstein, editors. 
Remembering Raoul Wallenberg: The University of 
Michigan Celebrates Twentieth-Century Heroes, pp. viii. 

Schreiber, Penny and Joan Lowenstein, editors. 
Remembering Raoul Wallenberg: The University of 
Michigan Celebrates Twentieth-Century Heroes. Ann 
Arbor, MI: The University of Michigan Press, 2001. 

• Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg was able to save 
thousands of Jews in Hungary from the Holocaust by issuing 
them Schultzpasses, documents that stated that the person 
with the Schultzpass was immigrating to Sweden. (Sweden 
authorized Mr. Wallenberg to give out 4,500 Schultzpasses; 
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he gave out many more thousands of them.) The Nazis did 
not want to anger the Swedes because Sweden was a neutral 
country, so they respected the Schultzpasses and for a long 
time did not send their bearers to the death camps. When the 
Nazis deported Jews from Hungary by train, Mr. Wallenberg 
gave Schultzpasses to the Jews at the train station where they 
boarded the train, then he raced ahead to the next train stop 
and accused the Nazis of deporting Swedish citizens. The 
Nazis then allowed the Jews with Schultzpasses to get off 
the train. 

Source: Linda Jacobs Altman, Resisters and Rescuers: 
Standing Up Against the Holocaust, pp. 66, 68. 

Altman, Linda Jacobs. Resisters and Rescuers: Standing Up 
Against the Holocaust. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow 
Publishers, Inc., 2003. 

• Swedish diplomat Raoul Wallenberg personally saved at 
least 20,000 Jews during World War II, but he wanted to 
save even more. The Nazis once ordered 76,000 Hungarian 
Jews to march west to the Austrian border—a distance of 
over 100 miles, a huge distance for hungry, cold, and 
mistreated people. Mr. Wallenberg and his coworkers saved 
as many Jews as possible, giving them food, medicine, and 
clothing. He also distributed protective passports to as many 
Jews as possible, apologizing to the Jews whom he could not 
give passports to: “I am trying to take the younger ones first. 
I want to save a nation.” 

Source: Darryl Lyman, Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage, pp. 112-113. 

Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1999. 
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Righteous Among the Nations 

• At age 12, a girl named Ray Kaner entered Auschwitz. Five 
years later, her growth was stunted, she was very thin, and 
she looked like a very young child. The Nazis moved her to 
Hambieren, Germany, to do heavy labor. Fortunately, Willy 
Minke, a 60-year-old guard, took pity on her and smuggled 
food to her to keep her alive. He also was able to find her a 
different, easier job, working in the German officers’ 
barracks. Ray survived the Holocaust, but she spent months 
in a hospital, separated from Mr. Minke. After finally 
recovering, she searched for Mr. Minke, and discovered that 
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the Allies had arrested him after the defeat of the Nazis. 
Fortunately, he had helped many other Jews who had 
testified for him and had gotten him released. Until he died, 
Mr. Minke and Ms. Kaner were friends. 

Source: Jayne Pettit, A Place to Hide: True Stories of 
Holocaust Rescues, pp. 99-101, 

Pettit, Jayne. A Place to Hide: True Stories of Holocaust 
Rescues. New York : Scholastic Inc., 1993. 

 • Sometimes, the rescuers of Jews in the Holocaust had to 
kill Nazi sympathizers. Marion Pritchard, a Dutch student, 
was determined to resist the Nazis by hiding and helping 
Jews. She helped a Jewish father and his three small children 
find a house to hide in. In times of danger, these Jews would 
hide in a secret compartment under the floor. One day, four 
Germans and a Dutch policeman who supported the Nazis 
searched the house but found nothing; however, from 
experience they knew that if they would pretend to leave but 
quickly come back they would often find Jews who had 
come out of hiding. This time, the Dutch policeman came 
back alone and found the children. Ms. Pritchard had a small 
revolver, and she used it. She disposed of the body of the 
Dutch policeman with the help of the undertaker, who placed 
the body in a coffin with another, legitimate body of a local 
man. Ms. Pritchard says, “I hope that the dead man’s family 
would have approved.” 

Source: Milton Meltzer, Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles 
Saved Jews in the Holocaust, pp. 139-141. 

Meltzer, Milton. Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved 
Jews in the Holocaust. New York: Harper and Row, 
Publishers, 1988. 

• General Dwight D. Eisenhower was sickened by what he 
found in the concentration camps when the Allies won 
World War II, and he wanted German citizens to know what 
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their leaders had done. Therefore, he brought German 
citizens into the concentration camps and showed them the 
crematoria, the showers that dispensed deadly gas rather 
than water, and piles of corpses. 

Source: Linda Jacobs Altman, Genocide: The Systematic 
Killing of a People, pp. 71, 93. 

Altman, Linda Jacobs. Genocide: The Systematic Killing of 
a People. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

• At Auschwitz, very many Jews were murdered, and some 
Jews committed suicide. Emil Gold and Zesa Starr, survivors 
of Auschwitz, remember the Nazis giving belts to prisoners. 
Mr. Gold remembers, “Every morning you woke up to find 
10 or 20 people had hanged themselves. That was what the 
Germans wanted.” 

Source: Nick Del Calzo, creator and photographer, The 
Triumphant Spirit, pp. 54-55. 

Calzo, Nick Del, creator and photographer. The Triumphant 
Spirit. Denver, CO: Triumphant Spirit Publishing, 1997. 

• Some people exhibit great moral courage. Carl von 
Ossietzky opposed Adolf Hitler through his journalism and 
ended up dying in a concentration camp because of his 
courage. Mr. von Ossietzky was a pacifist who opposed the 
rearmament of Germany, but he was far from being a meek 
and mild man. In 1927, his magazine, Die Weltbuhne, 
published an article exposing the government’s use of 
paramilitary organizations to silence political opponents. 
Because he had published the article, Mr. von Ossietzky 
spent a month in jail. A couple of years later, his magazine 
published an article stating that Germans were being trained 
in the U.S.S.R. to be pilots. In addition, the article exposed 
the building up of munitions factories in Germany. This 
time, Mr. von Ossietzky spent seven months in jail. Even 
after Hitler seized control of Germany, Mr. von Ossietzky 



 142 

kept exposing government secrets, and he kept serving time 
in jail. Finally, on Feb. 27, 1933, the Nazis arrested Mr. von 
Ossietzky and other “enemies of the state,” and he was 
placed in a concentration camp without a trial. Nevertheless, 
his efforts did not go unrecognized. In 1935, Mr. von 
Ossietzky was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Source: Nathan Aaseng, The Peace Seekers: The Nobel 
Peace Prize, pp. 19ff. 

Aaseng, Nathan. The Peace Seekers: The Nobel Peace Prize. 
Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1987. 

• Some people opposed the Holocaust even though they were 
supposed to help implement it. Once, a bus filled with Jews 
needed to pass the border into Switzerland. The French 
police officer at the border had orders to arrest such Jewish 
refugees, but instead he waved the bus on and allowed the 
Jews to reach safety. He did this even though witnesses saw 
his action and he could be killed for helping the Jews. 

Source: David K. Fremon, The Holocaust Heroes, p. 30. 

Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

• Ralph Codikow survived a number of concentration camps, 
including Auschwitz. When he was a young teenager, he and 
130 children were loaded in a train car so they could be sent 
to Auschwitz. Ralph was able to help create a plot to attempt 
to save the lives of at least some of the children on the train 
car. He and some other children distracted the guards, and 
some of the other boys escaped from the train car. Of course, 
this could have gotten Ralph and the others killed, but they 
reported the escape later, miles down the track, and they 
reported the escape as if it had happened there, not miles 
away. Because the guards thought that the escape had been 
reported immediately, they did not punish the children other 
than to continue to send them to Auschwitz. There, Ralph 
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narrowly escaped death. At a roll call, a guard asked the boys 
their ages. A boy near Ralph gave the age of 14, and the 
guard wrote the boy’s identification number down. Ralph 
witnessed this, so when the guard asked Ralph for his age, 
Ralph answered, “Fifteen.” The guard did not write down 
Ralph’s identification number. Later, the boys whose 
identification numbers had been written down were taken 
away by the Nazis and the boys were never again seen. 

Source: Nick Del Calzo, creator and photographer, The 
Triumphant Spirit, pp. 32-33. 

Calzo, Nick Del, creator and photographer. The Triumphant 
Spirit. Denver, CO: Triumphant Spirit Publishing, 1997. 

• Esther Nisenthal Krinitz grew up in the village of Mniszek 
in Poland. Her family was ordered during the Holocaust to 
go to the railroad station at Krasnik to be taken away. No one 
knew it then for sure, although they suspected something 
bad, but now we know that they were to be taken to 
concentration camps. Esther did not want to get on the train, 
so she begged her parents to find a Gentile with whom she 
and a younger sister could stay. Their father had a Gentile 
friend, and so Esther and Mania, her sister, were able to go 
to their father’s friend. When the two children left, their 
mother kissed them and said, “Good-bye, my children. 
Maybe you will live.” They could not stay with their father’s 
friend for long because so many Nazis were hunting for 
Jewish children, but they managed to stay alive by 
pretending to be Catholics and by working on farms. Esther 
and Mania survived the Holocaust; the rest of their family 
did not. A close call occurred when Esther was working in a 
garden, and two Nazi soldiers approached her. Fortunately, 
some honeybees swarmed around the Nazis, stinging them 
and driving them away. 

Source: Esther Nisenthal Krinitz and Bernice Steinhardt, 
Memories of Survival, pp. 34, 40-41, 53, 59. 
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Krinitz, Esther Nisenthal and Bernice Steinhardt. Memories 
of Survival. New York: Hyperion, 2005. 

• So many times, we try to do our best, but we make 
mistakes. Author Theodore Dalrymple studied physiology 
under Gerta Vrbova, who was a survivor of the Holocaust. 
Her father took the family to Budapest, Hungary, because 
the government at the time was relatively tolerant toward 
Jews. Unfortunately, Adolf Hitler replaced the leader of the 
Hungarian government, Admiral Horthy, with someone who 
was much more anti-Semitic. Gerta’s father apologized to 
her, saying, “You must forgive me that I have always made 
the wrong decisions, and brought you into danger. Your 
mother wanted us to emigrate, but I had too much trust in my 
fellow citizens.” That was the last time she saw him. The 
Gestapo arrested Gerta and her mother, but after a few days 
Gerta managed to escape by climbing out a window. By 
then, her mother had given up on life and declined to go with 
her. Her mother was gassed at Auschwitz. 

Theodore Dalrymple, “The Pains of Memory.” New English 
Review. June 2008 
<http://www.newenglishreview.org/custpage.cfm/frm/2117
4/sec_id/21174>. 

• The gift of a dress and stockings saved the life of a Jewish 
woman known as “FF” during the Holocaust. At Auschwitz, 
FF dug trenches. One day, she saw a Gentile boy who looked 
familiar. He was Kazik Wonisowski, a political prisoner who 
was originally from her hometown: Mozowircki. The 
following day, she saw Zosia, Kazik’s sister, who was also a 
political prisoner. Zosia gave FF a dress and stockings. How 
did this gift save her life? Frequently, the Jews at Auschwitz 
were forced to submit to inspections, during which they were 
looked over for signs of illness such as sores, boils, and 
scabs. Jews showing such signs were killed. The gift of the 
dress and stockings saved FF because although at 
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inspections the top half of her body, which was free of sores, 
was naked, the dress and stockings hid the lower half of her 
body, which was covered with sores. FF survived the 
Holocaust. 

Source: Milton Meltzer, Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles 
Saved Jews in the Holocaust, pp. 148-149. 

Meltzer, Milton. Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved 
Jews in the Holocaust. New York: Harper and Row, 
Publishers, 1988. 

• The mother of David A. Adler, author of We Remember the 
Holocaust and many other books, was born in Germany. Her 
family moved to Austria, and in Austria her teacher mocked 
anti-Semitism. Her teacher called Mr. Adler’s mother to 
stand in front of the class, pointed out her blonde hair and 
blue eyes to the students, and said, “You see, this is what a 
typical Aryan looks like.” Of course, the teacher knew that 
Mr. Adler’s mother was Jewish; the teacher was simply 
showing the students that Nazi policy did not make sense. 
While Mr. Adler was growing up in New York, his mother 
often told him about the Holocaust, “It could happen 
anywhere, even here. When you see it coming, don’t wait. 
Leave. Don’t let yourself become tied to material things. Just 
leave.” 

Source: David A. Adler, We Remember the Holocaust, p. 
viii. 

Adler, David A. We Remember the Holocaust. New York: 
H. Holt, 1989. 

• Early in the implementation of Adolf Hitler’s “Final 
Solution,” the Nazis told the Jews that they were going to 
work camps that were not luxurious, but comfortable, and 
where there would be enough food. A band playing lively 
music met new arrivals to the concentration camps, and a 
Nazi officer would casually divide them into two groups. 
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One group, made up of the strongest, would be sent to work. 
The much larger group, consisting of the weak, the aged, and 
the young, was sent to the bathhouses to be killed by the 
poison gas that poured out of showerheads instead of the 
water the new arrivals were expecting. Even the bathhouses 
were disguised. They were pleasant-looking buildings 
surrounded by gardens. 

Source: Linda Jacobs Altman, Genocide: The Systematic 
Killing of a People, pp. 56-57. 

Altman, Linda Jacobs. Genocide: The Systematic Killing of 
a People. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

• Despite massive amounts of evidence, including 
photographs of many, many corpses, some “learned 
professors” continue to deny the evidence of the Holocaust. 
Theatrical guru Danny Newman and his wife, Dina, once 
watched television as one of these Holocaust deniers 
appeared and stated that the Holocaust had never happened. 
Most of Dina’s family had been murdered at the Treblinka 
death camp. She screamed at the TV set, “Then where is my 
father? Where are my sister and brothers? Where are my 
uncles, aunts and cousins?” Because the Nazis kept 
meticulous records, Danny and Dina Newman knew that 
these relatives had perished at Treblinka. They also 
journeyed to Treblinka to say prayers for the dead. 

Source: Danny Newman, Tales of a Theatrical Guru, p. 3. 

Newman, Danny. Tales of a Theatrical Guru. Urbana, IL: 
University of Illinois Press, 2006. 

• Robert Clary played Corporal Louis LeBeau in TV’s 
Hogan’s Heroes. He is a survivor of the Holocaust, having 
spent time at Buchenwald after being deported at age 16 
from France. He was the only survivor of 13 members of his 
family sent to the concentration camps. When he reached 
Buchenwald, the SS sent him and the others to the showers, 
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where he thought they would be killed. Instead, they slept 
there for eight days without food: “We were hanging on by 
pure guts, sleeping on top of each other, every morning 
waking to find a new corpse next to you.” In 1982, he spoke 
to the producers of a TV movie about a 1981 meeting in 
Jerusalem of Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. They cast a 
part for “Robert Clary,” so he ended up playing himself in 
the movie. 

Source: Brenda Scott Royce, Hogan’s Heroes, pp. 1, 3, 67-
68. 

Royce, Brenda Scott. Hogan’s Heroes. Jefferson, N.C.: 
McFarland, 1993. 

• During World War II, Helen Astrup of Norway helped 
rescue Jews from the Nazi horror. Once, she used her car to 
transport a coffin containing two live Jews—a mother and 
her young daughter—to neutral Sweden, where they would 
be safe. At one point, the Germans stopped her, ordered her 
out of the car, and put the coffin on the ground. Some of the 
Nazis drove away in the car, while others stayed with her. 
Snow began to fall, but it melted on top of the coffin, making 
Ms. Astrup afraid that the Germans would realize that living 
people were inside. Therefore, she sat down on the coffin to 
provide a reason for the melting of the snow. She was lucky. 
The Germans who had taken her car returned, and she used 
it to finish transporting the coffin and the Jews to safety in 
Sweden. 

Source: Victoria Sherrow, The Righteous Gentiles, p. 46. 

Sherrow, Victoria. The Righteous Gentiles. San Diego, CA: 
Lucent Books, 1998. 

• Some Nazis opposed the Holocaust and did what they 
could to resist the Final Solution. For example, if one of 
these Nazi soldiers was ordered to arrest a Jew, he would go 
into a cafe, loudly say that he was going to arrest such-and-
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such a Jew that night, then sit down and eat dinner. When 
the Nazi finished eating and went to the Jew’s house, the 
house would be empty because the Jew had been warned to 
go into hiding.  

Source: David K. Fremon, The Holocaust Heroes, p. 30. 

Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

The Saliège Bomb 

• During the Holocaust, many people risked their lives to 
save Jews. Monsignor Jules-Gérard Saliège, the archbishop 
of Toulouse, France, wrote a pastoral letter opposing the 
deportation of Jews by the Vichy government. The letter 
said, “Jews are men. Jews are women. They form part of the 
family of mankind. They are our brothers, a fact that 
Christians must not forget.” The letter became known as the 
Saliège Bomb, and it inspired many Christians to rescue 
Jews. 

Source: David K. Fremon, The Holocaust Heroes, pp. 50-51. 

Fremon, David K. The Holocaust Heroes. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1998. 

Sempo Sugihara 

• One of the rescuers of Jews during the Holocaust was 
Sempo Sugihara, the Japanese diplomat to Lithuania. While 
in Lithuania’s capital, Mr. Sugihara issued visas to 
thousands of Jews that allowed them to leave Lithuania and 
travel through Japan to other countries where they would be 
safe. In issuing the visas, Mr. Sugihara at first acted without 
orders. He had asked his government for permission to issue 
the visas, but when he did not receive an answer, he thought, 
“I cannot allow these people to die—people who have come 
to me for help with death staring them in the eyes. Whatever 
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punishment may be imposed on me, I know I should follow 
my conscience.” Later, he received direct orders not to issue 
the visas, but he continued to issue them anyway. He kept 
the Japanese consulate open late at night, and a line of Jews 
formed outside the consulate. Some nights Mr. Sugihara’s 
hands were so stiff from writing visas that he could not move 
them until his wife had massaged them. Eventually, he was 
forced to leave Lithuania, but at the train station and even 
while the train was chugging out of the station, he was 
writing visas and handing them out the window. 

Source: Darryl Lyman, Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage, pp. 83, 88-90. 

Lyman, Darryl. Holocaust Rescuers: Ten Stories of 
Courage. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1999. 

The White Rose 

• During World War II, a group of German college students 
banded together to form an anti-Hitler group called the 
White Rose. Their main form of resistance was to exercise 
free speech and criticize Adolf Hitler. Unfortunately, in Nazi 
Germany to criticize Hitler was regarded as treasonous, 
although such White Rose members as Christoph Probst and 
the brother-and-sister team Hans and Sophie Scholl loved 
Germany but were opposed to the Nazis. The three were the 
first White Rose members to lose their lives. Sophie was 
seen distributing anti-Hitler leaflets by a janitor at the 
University of Munich, and soon they and other White Rose 
members were arrested. Christoph, Hans, and Sophie were 
all sentenced to die, and on February 22, 1943, they were 
guillotined. Sophie was the first to die. 

Source: Toby Axelrod, Hans and Sophie Scholl: German 
Resisters of the White Rose, pp. 92-94. 



 150 

Axelrod, Toby. Hans and Sophie Scholl: German Resisters 
of the White Rose. New York: The Rosen Publishing Group, 
Inc., 2001. 

• Resistance can be successful, at least temporarily. On 
January 13, 1943, a Nazi leader named Paul Geisler made a 
speech at the University of Munich. In his speech, he stated 
that women ought not to be students at the university; 
instead, they ought to be making German babies. Insulted, 
several women left the lecture hall and were immediately 
arrested. This enraged the male students, who beat up Paul 
Geisler until the women were released. Later, the Nazi leader 
apologized publicly for his remarks. 

Source: Toby Axelrod, Hans and Sophie Scholl: German 
Resisters of the White Rose, pp. 77-78. 

Axelrod, Toby. Hans and Sophie Scholl: German Resisters 
of the White Rose. New York: The Rosen Publishing Group, 
Inc., 2001. 
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APPENDIX C: Why We Need Heroes of 
Human Rights 

Adolf Hitler 

• As Adolf Hitler was rising to power, a teacher asked her 
young pupils what they would like to be if their father was 
Hitler. One child wanted to be a U-boat captain. Another 
wanted to be a Field Marshall. A third wanted to be a 
general. The lone Jewish child spoke up, “If Hitler were my 
father, I would want to be an orphan.” 

Source: Bill Adler, Jewish Wit and Wisdom, pp. 124-125. 

Adler, Bill, Jewish Wit and Wisdom. New York: Dell, 1969. 

Apartheid 

• What happened in South Africa after apartheid ended? It 
could have been a bloodbath. Some whites had murdered 
people in the Sharpeville Massacre. Some whites had 
tortured and murdered political prisoners. Some blacks had 
necklaced—hung a tire around someone’s neck and then set 
the tire on fire—blacks who were suspected of collaborating 
with white people. A bloodbath could have been the revenge 
for these acts. Instead, Archbishop Desmond Tutu became 
the leader of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
which held hearings throughout South Africa. Movie critic 
Roger Ebert describes the rules of the Commission in this 
way: “Describe fully what you did, who your victims were, 
and where their bodies might be found, and then make an 
apology that the Commission members believed. Then walk 
away. Your crimes and your sins are now between you and 
heaven.” The Commission worked. White South Africans 
and black South Africans were dead tired of violence, and 
they were eager to end the violence. Roger Ebert, “The third 
most important story of the year.” Blogs.suntimes.com. 13 
November 2008 
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<http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/2008/11/the_third_most_i
mportant_story.html#more>. 

Bad Law Enforcement 

• J. Edgar Hoover built his career on Americans’ fear of 
Communism. On January 2, 1920, he was responsible for the 
arrest of 10,000 Americans suspected of being Communists, 
most of whom were found to be innocent and were released. 
These police-state tactics were widely condemned. In fact, 
few Americans have been Communists. By 1971, the 
members of the Communist Party in America numbered only 
2,800—but many of them were really FBI agents. In 1963, 
Hoover told the assistant secretary of the State Department, 
“If it were not for me, there would not even be a Communist 
Party, because I’ve financed the Communist Party in order 
to know what they’re doing.” FBI agent William Sullivan’s 
duties included closely monitoring the Communist Party. He 
once suggested that Hoover release the membership 
numbers of the Communist Party in order to show 
Americans that the FBI was winning the war against 
subversion. Hoover refused to do so, asking, “How do you 
think I’m going to get my appropriations out of Congress if 
you keep downplaying the Communist Party?” After Hoover 
died, Mr. Sullivan said that the “Communist threat” was 
actually “a lie perpetrated on the American people.” 

Source: Jack Mingo, The Juicy Parts, pp. 214-215. 

Mingo, Jack. The Juicy Parts. New York: Berkley Pub. 
Group, 1996. 

• J. Edgar Hoover, head of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, never liked Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mr. 
Hoover’s agents spied on the Nobel Peace Prize winner. The 
FBI once sent to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference a package containing a tape that was supposed 
to be proof that Dr. King was having an affair. Dr. King and 
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his wife, Coretta Scott King, listened to the tape together and 
found it to be unintelligible and utterly worthless as evidence 
to discredit Dr. King. 

Source: Anne Schraff, Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil 
Rights, p. 73. 

Schraff, Anne. Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil Rights. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1997. 

The Blitz 

• During the evening of November 14, 1940, the Germans 
bombed the English city of Coventry as part of its blitz 
against England. Alan Hartlet was only 16 when the bombs 
fell. The attack was concentrated, and it was devastating. In 
fact, the German Luftwaft was so pleased with the 
destruction that it invented a new word: to coventrate, which 
meant to reduce a city practically to rubble. By day Alan 
worked in an aerospace factory, and by night he was an Air 
Raid Precautions (ARP) messenger. He did such things as 
reporting the locations of fires, helping put the fires out, and 
helping wounded citizens. At 6:30 p.m. he heard the air-raid 
sirens and reported to work at the ARP post. He remembers 
hearing the bombs explode: “They were coming straight for 
us; it’s the most terrifying experience to stand there, hearing 
these bombs from a distance and them getting louder and 
louder and louder, wondering how many have they got left 
and are you going to be the next one?” He also remembers, 
“The Germans bombed Coventry very systematically. They 
bombed in straight lines from east to west, and then they 
started from south to north. It was like darning a sock. They 
picked out the whole centre of Coventry; it was the most 
accurate bombing seen in the war [to that point].” Many 
people died: 554, to be exact. An incendiary bomb exploded 
in the face of a warden at the ARP post and severely burned 
him. To get medical help for the warden, Alan rode his 
bicycle 2 ½ miles to the city centre. He remembers, 
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“Shrapnel was falling—big, red-hot shards of shrapnel 
hitting the road; the searchlights were swinging; and I could 
see the glow in the sky as Coventry burned. Marks & 
Spencer was burning on one side, Woolworths on the other, 
the cathedral was in flames, and the air was full of brick dust, 
smoke and sparks.” He managed to reach the city centre, 
although he had to carry his bicycle across a huge bomb 
crater. He went to city hall and got medical help for the 
warden, who survived. Of course, the Germans hoped to sap 
the will of the English by bombing them. Of course, the blitz 
did not succeed in doing that. When the all-clear sounded 
after the bombing raid, the destruction was terrible, with 
shops burning, cars burning, lamp-posts leaning over, 
windows broken. But Alan remembers a surprising detail 
that shows the resilience of the English during the blitz: “To 
my great surprise, at six in the morning, a tea wagon arrived 
within minutes of the all-clear sounding, and the rescue 
squads were queueing up and having tea.” 

Source: Stephen Moss, “Remembering the blitz: ‘They 
bombed in straight lines, east to west, south to north.’” The 
Guardian. 7 September 2010 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-coventry>. 

The Blitz Bibliography 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'Everything got 
shared, especially if someone's house got hit'” 
(guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Vera and Stan Caley recall the night in the East End of 
London when the bombing began. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-london-caley 
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Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'We were terrified 
but just wanted to be together'” (guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Dolly Lloyd recalls how she and her friends survived 
the bombing of Liverpool. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-liverpool-lloyd 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'The sky was 
completely red'” (guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Alan and Dorothy Roberts remember the many raids in 
Manchester. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-manchester-roberts 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'The bomb sounded 
like a train going through a tunnel'” (guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Lew Fox recalls his lucky escape in north London. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-london-fox 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'They bombed in 
straight lines, east to west, south to north'” (guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Alan Hartley tells Stephen Moss how the Luftwaffe 
tried to obliterate Coventry. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-coventry 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'I heard digging. 
Then there was a ray of light'” (guardian.co.uk) 
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As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Dorothy James recalls how a bomb fell on her London 
home. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-london-james 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'I took my 
ambulance out when others wouldn't'” (guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Marguerite Crowther recalls her experience of driving 
ambulances in London's West End during the bombing. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-london-crowther 

Stephen Moss: “Remembering the blitz: 'We tried to carry 
on as if we didn't care'” (guardian.co.uk) 

As part of our commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the 
blitz, Mary Warschauer remembers working for Churchill 
and dodging the bombs in London. 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/sep/07/remembering-
the-blitz-london-warschauer 

Crisis 

• Mark Bauerlein wrote a book titled The Dumbest 
Generation: How the Digital Age Stupefies Young 
Americans and Jeopardizes Our Future, or Don’t Trust 
Anyone Under 30. As you can tell from the title, he thinks 
that young Americans are becoming stupider and stupider. 
And, of course, he has evidence to back up this assertion, 
including this anecdote: He once told a group of American 
college students that they were six times as likely to know 
the name of the latest American Idol contest winner than to 
know the name of the Speaker of the United States House of 
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Representatives. One of the college students yelled, 
“American Idol IS more important.” 

Lee Drutman, “BOOK REVIEW: ‘The Dumbest 
Generation’ by Mark Bauerlein.” Los Angeles Times. 5 July 
2008 <http://www.latimes.com/features/books/la-et-book5-
2008jul05,0,3980465.story>. 

• Zi You, a disciple of Confucius, started a school in a small 
town. Confucius visited Zi You, and he was very happy to 
see the school, but he tested Zi You by asking, “Is it worth it 
to expend such great efforts for a place so small? Is there a 
need for education here?” Zi You replied, “Education is 
necessary both to make good rulers and to make good 
citizens. Though this town is small, its people deserve to be 
educated.” Confucius replied, “You are absolutely correct.” 

Source: Goh Pei Ki, compiler, Popular Chinese Proverbs, 
pp. 102-103. 

Ki, Goh Pei, compiler. Popular Chinese Proverbs. 
Singapore: Asiapac, 2004. 

Genocide 

• On April 24, 1915, the Turks began to commit genocide 
against the Armenian people because the Armenians lived 
both in Turkey and in Russia. The Russians were the enemy 
of Turkey, and the Turks feared that the Armenians 
supported the Russians. By the time the Turks were defeated 
in 1918, they had killed over a million Armenians, and in the 
famine that followed the end of the war, hundreds of 
thousands more Armenians starved to death. Should such 
atrocities be remembered, or is it better to forget them? 
Adolf Hitler provides the answer to that question. When he 
decided to engage in genocide, some people told him that 
they were worried about world opinion. Hitler responded, 
“Who still talks nowadays of the extermination of the 
Armenians?” 
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Source: Linda Jacobs Altman, Genocide: The Systematic 
Killing of a People, pp. 31ff, 63. 

Altman, Linda Jacobs. Genocide: The Systematic Killing of 
a People. Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

Holocaust 

• Many of the non-Jewish people who rescued Jews during 
World War II emigrated later to Israel, where they were 
ignored and mistreated. For example, Stefan Raczynski 
saved many Jews in Poland by feeding them and giving them 
a place to stay when they came out of the forest. After Stefan 
moved to Israel, his son wanted to become a pilot for the 
Israeli army, but they told him, “Your father is a Polish 
Catholic; you won’t be a pilot.” Stefan then went down to 
talk to them, and his son became a courageous pilot. On 
another occasion, some religious Jews threw stones at his 
house and screamed, “Go away, goy.” (Fortunately, not all 
Jews were like that, and late in the lives of the rescuers, Israel 
began to give them a pension in honor of their services to 
Jews during World War II.) 

Source: Gay Block and Malka Drucker, Rescuers: Portraits 
of Moral Courage in the Holocaust, pp. 197-198, 200-201. 

Block, Gay, and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of 
Moral Courage in the Holocaust. New York: Holmes and 
Meier Publishers, Inc., 1992. 

• Jonka Kowalyk and her widowed mother hid Jews during 
the Holocaust. This was dangerous, as the Nazis executed 
people who were found hiding Jews. Occasionally, the Nazis 
almost found the Jews whom Jonka and her mother were 
hiding. Once, the Nazis entered an attic that the Jews had just 
left. Playing cards were out in the open, as were some 
cigarette butts. Jonka’s seven-year-old nephew had followed 
the Nazis upstairs while the women remained downstairs, 
and he whispered to the Nazis, “Don’t tell my mother. She’ll 
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kill me.” He managed to convince the Nazis that he and his 
friends used the attic to smoke and play cards in. The Nazis 
stopped hunting for Jews that day. 

Source: Jayne Pettit, A Place to Hide: True Stories of 
Holocaust Rescues, pp. 100-103. 

Pettit, Jayne. A Place to Hide: True Stories of Holocaust 
Rescues. New York : Scholastic Inc., 1993. 

• Branko Lustig used his wits to stay alive in the Holocaust. 
He worked in the Birkenau coal mines, but caught typhoid 
fever and was put on a truck going to the crematoria, where 
he knew that he would be exterminated. He jumped from the 
truck, and on the road he saw a group of running naked 
prisoners whom guards were herding to Auschwitz. Mr. 
Lustig stripped off his clothes, and he managed to join the 
group of running naked prisoners. At Auschwitz, he and the 
other prisoners were tattooed, but at least he was still alive. 
Following the Holocaust, he studied film and television, and 
he became a co-producer of the movie Schindler’s List, 
which was directed by Stephen Spielberg. 

Source: Nick Del Calzo, creator and photographer, The 
Triumphant Spirit, pp. 98-99. 

Calzo, Nick Del, creator and photographer. The Triumphant 
Spirit. Denver, CO: Triumphant Spirit Publishing, 1997. 

• During World War II, Antonín Kalina helped rescue 1,300 
children in Buchenwald by putting them in his block and by 
putting up a sign saying “Typhus” so that no German would 
come near them. He also told the Jewish children (1,200 of 
the 1,300 children were Jewish) to say they weren’t Jewish 
if they were asked—or he would hit them. In addition, he 
tried to keep the children amused, but soon discovered that 
laughing and playing were impossible for them—they had 
seen their parents die. 
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Source: Gay Block and Malka Drucker, Rescuers: Portraits 
of Moral Courage in the Holocaust, pp. 204, 206. 

Block, Gay, and Malka Drucker. Rescuers: Portraits of 
Moral Courage in the Holocaust. New York: Holmes and 
Meier Publishers, Inc., 1992. 

• Actor Robert Clary survived a number of concentration 
camps, including Buchenwald, during the Holocaust. He is 
best known for playing the character of Corporal Louis 
LeBeau in the TV sitcom Hogan’s Heroes, which is set in a 
prisoner-of-war camp during World War II. He lectures 
frequently about the Holocaust, and he creates art that 
depicts scenes of peace. Mr. Clary says, “My wish is that a 
hundred years from now when a teacher asks a student to 
face a map of the world, to close his eyes and point to a place 
on the map … when that child opens his eyes, wherever he 
has pointed, that place in the world will be at peace … no 
wars, no famine, no hatred.” 

Source: Nick Del Calzo, creator and photographer, The 
Triumphant Spirit, pp. 30-31. 

Calzo, Nick Del, creator and photographer. The Triumphant 
Spirit. Denver, CO: Triumphant Spirit Publishing, 1997. 

• Sidney Weinberg, who was born in 1891, started at 
Goldman Sachs as an assistant to the janitor, then worked his 
way up to senior partner. He sat on the boards of directors of 
many companies, and he attended many, many meetings. At 
one meeting, many, many statistics were read out loud, and 
when the reciter of statistics paused briefly, Mr. Weinberg 
jumped up and yelled, “BINGO!” Mr. Weinberg could be 
irreverent when he felt he had adequate cause to be 
irreverent. During World War II, the Admiral Jean-François 
Darlan, who was an important Vichy official (the Vichy 
government of southern France collaborated with the Nazis) 
visited the White House. The American government had to 
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treat the Admiral with respect due to the protocol of 
diplomacy. Mr. Weinberg, who was not a member of the 
government, although he was a visitor to the White House 
that day, did not. When he was ready to leave the White 
House, Mr. Weinberg gave the Admiral, who was wearing a 
flashy uniform, a quarter and told him, “Here, boy, get me a 
cab.” 

Malcolm Gladwell, “The Uses of Adversity.” The New 
Yorker. 10 November 2008 
<http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2008/11/10/081110
fa_fact_gladwell?currentPage=all>. 

Japanese Internment Camps 

• George Takei, who played Mr. Hikaru Sulu on the original 
Star Trek TV series, grew up in American internment camps 
for Japanese-Americans during World War II. He had a 
teacher who referred to him as “that little Jap boy,” and each 
morning, he was able to look out the school window and see 
barbed-wire fences and guard towers as he ended the Pledge 
of Allegiance by reciting “with justice and liberty for all.” 

Alexander Cho, “Passion Play.” 30 October 2005 
<http://www.frontierspublishing.com/features/feature_seco
nd.html>. 

Joseph McCarthy 

• During the Joseph McCarthy days of suppression of free 
speech, Studs Terkel was blacklisted, resulting in the 
cancellation of his early-TV show, Stud’s Place, despite 
good ratings. He began to pick up money by making 
speeches—some of which were cancelled because of the 
social and political activism that had gotten him blacklisted. 
Edward Clamage of the Illinois American Legion often let 
the sponsors of Stud’s speeches know that they were hiring 
someone who he thought was a “dangerous subversive.” 
When the speech went on anyway, Mr. Terkel would write a 
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letter to Mr. Clamage: “Clamage, it comes to my attention 
that you are at it once again. Thanks to you, my fee was 
raised from $100 to $200. I owe you an agent’s fee.” Studs 
adds, “It wasn’t true, of course, but it made him furious. It 
was a way of getting back.” 

Neil Steinberg, “Luminary for the little man.” Chicago Sun-
Times. 1 November 2008 
<http://www.suntimes.com/news/metro/1253521,studs-
terkel-dies-103108.article>. 

• Actor Jack Gilford was asked to testify before the House 
UnAmerican Activities Committee during the Joe McCarthy 
era. He prepared for the encounter by practicing his 
testimony with his friends. At one point, a friend asked him 
this question commonly used by the Committee, “Do you 
believe in the overthrow of the United States government by 
force and violence?” He joked, “No—just gently.” 
(According to Mr. Gilford, the first words that Joe, his son, 
learned to speak were “Mama,” “Papa,” and “blacklist.”) 

Source: Kate Mostel and Madeline Gilford, 170 Years of 
Show Business, pp. 115, 140. 

Mostel, Kate, and Madeline Gilford. 170 Years of Show 
Business. New York: Random House, 1978. 

• In January of 1996, college student Mark Oppenheimer 
interviewed Reverend William Sloane Coffin, Jr., in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. Part of the interview took place in a 
cemetery where Reverend Coffin let his dog run free. The 
dog stopped at the grave of Senator Joseph McCarthy, who 
had destroyed lives with innuendo during the 1950s. Lifting 
its leg, the dog peed on Senator McCarthy’s tombstone. 
Reverend Coffin joked, “Our daily ritual.” As a leftist, 
Reverend Coffin was outspoken against the Vietnam War, 
creating quite a lot of controversy. He was Chaplain at Yale, 
and Yale President Kingman Brewster once asked him, 
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“Bill, do you know how much time I spend defending you?” 
Reverend Coffin replied, “As much time as you spend 
defending me to the right, I spend defending you to the left.” 

Mark Oppenheimer, “For God, For Country: Remembering 
the radical chaplain William Sloane Coffin Jr.” 14 April 
2006 <http://www.slate.com/id/2139908/>. 

Ignorance About Barack Obama 

A recent Newsweek poll showed that many people believe 
that Obama is a Muslim. He is a Christian. 

Many people also think that Obama was not born in the 
United States. He was born in Hawaii. 

Why are so many people so ignorant about Barack Obama? 
What can we do about it, if we can do anything? 

• According to political writer Noam Chomsky, the 
American people aren’t idiots—they’re geniuses. You can 
discover this for yourself by listening to a sports talk show 
on radio. About sports, Americans have an amazing memory 
for facts. According to Mr. Chomsky, we need to make 
politics as interesting to the American people as sports. 

Source: Michael Moore, Stupid White Men, p. 86. 

Moore, Michael. Stupid White Men, New York: 
ReganBooks, 2001. 

Ignorance About Barack Obama Bibliography 

“Why the Belief That Obama Is Muslim?” 

31 August 2010 

People more apt to buy false claim if they focus on 
differences between themselves and the president, new 
research shows. 
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http://www.newsweek.com/2010/08/31/why-the-belief-
that-obama-is-muslim.html 

Moore, Michael. Stupid White Men, New York: 
ReganBooks, 2001 

North Ireland 

• Unfortunately, parts of Ireland have been a battleground 
between the Catholics and the Protestants for many 
centuries. The Irish flag has three strips. The orange top 
stripe represents the people of northern Ireland, the green 
bottom stripe represents the people of southern Ireland, and 
the white middle stripe represents hope—hope that the 
peoples of Ireland will stop fighting and peace will reign. 

Source: Dorothy Rhodes Freeman, St. Patrick’s Day, p. 42. 

Freeman, Dorothy Rhodes. St. Patrick’s Day. Hillside, N.J., 
U.S.A.: Enslow, 1992. 

Nuclear War 

• When something is badly worrying your child, it’s time to 
take action. Jim, the 16-year-old son of young people’s book 
author Gary Paulsen, writer of Hatchet, once was badly 
worried about dying young because of “the nuclear thing.” 
Mr. Paulsen and his son took action by writing a letter to 
Russia. The letter carried this message: “Dear Russia, We 
don’t want to kill you and we don’t want you to kill us. Gary 
Paulsen and his son Jim do not want to blow you up and we 
do not want you to blow us up.” 

Source: Elizabeth Paterra, Gary Paulsen, pp. 15-16. 

Paterra, Elizabeth. Gary Paulsen. Philadelphia: Chelsea 
House, 2002. 

• Comic Paul Zaloom reads government documents about 
nuclear war and uses them in his comedy. For example, the 
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United States government says that the way to protect your 
house from radioactive fallout in a nuclear war is to cover it 
with dirt. Mr. Zaloom estimates that 20,000 buckets of dirt 
should do the job. 

Source: Ron Jenkins, Acrobats of the Soul, p. 9. 

Jenkins, Ron. Acrobats of the Soul. New York: Theatre 
Communications Group, Inc., 1988. 

Poverty 

• In the days before such things as Welfare and Social 
Security, people in this and other countries grew desperate 
because of poverty. A young mother—a struggling opera 
singer—who had been deserted by her husband grew 
desperate because her children were cold and hungry and she 
could not afford to give them what they needed. Therefore, 
she decided to kill her children and herself. She took them to 
a railroad track, planning to throw her children and herself 
in front of an oncoming train. Fortunately, her daughter, 
Lotta, screamed, “Mamma! Mamma! I love you, I love you! 
Take me home!” The young opera singer took her children 
home, never thought of suicide again, and after more years 
of struggle, became rich and famous. Her name was 
Ernestine Schumann-Heink. 

Source: Mary Lawton, Schumann-Heink: The Last of the 
Titans, pp. 79-80. 

Lawton Mary. Schumann-Heink: The Last of the Titans. 
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1928. 

• Very early in his career, Russian bass Feodor Chaliapine 
came at times very close to starving. Often, he slept long 
hours, because when one is asleep, one is not hungry. He 
writes in his autobiography, Pages From My Life, that 
sometimes he slept for “more than forty-eight hours at a 
time.” (He discovered that it was possible to get used to 
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being hungry for two days in a row, but unfortunately 
sometimes he had no food for three or even four days in a 
row.) 

Source: Feodor Ivanovitch Chaliapine, Pages From My Life: 
An Autobiography, p. 127. 

Chaliapine, Feodor Ivanovitch. Pages From My Life: An 
Autobiography. New York and London: Harper & Brothers, 
1927. 

Prejudice 

• Albert Asriyan was an Armenian songwriter whose songs 
were heard often on television in the Soviet Union. 
However, because of prejudice against the Armenians, Mr. 
Asriyan’s name sometimes did not appear on the credits of 
the television programs featuring his music. 

Source: Keith Elliot Greenberg, An Armenian Family, p. 24. 

Greenberg, Keith Elliot. An Armenian Family. Minneapolis, 
MN: Lerner Publications, 1997. 

• In Charlotte, North Carolina, feelings ran high when the 
schools desegregated. Parents worried about their children, 
but desegregation proceeded smoothly after Judge James B. 
McMillan ordered that children be bused to integrate the 
schools. Actually, the children themselves eased the fears of 
the parents. The children of black parents came home from 
school happy, and the children of white parents ate their 
breakfasts early because they wanted to be at school on time. 
Two white parents learned that their child had made a new 
friend at school, but not until the school year was half over 
did they learn that their child’s friend was black. Then they 
realized that their child didn’t see any difference between the 
white and the black students. 
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Source: Susan Banfield, Ethnic Conflicts in School, pp. 22-
24, 28-29. 

Banfield, Susan. Ethnic Conflicts in School. Springfield, NJ: 
Enslow Publications, Inc., 1995. 

• When she was 17 years old, Alice Walker got on board a 
bus in the South to travel to Spelman College in Atlanta, 
Georgia, where she would take classes. A white woman 
complained because Ms. Walker was sitting near the front of 
the bus, and the bus driver forced her to move, but Ms. 
Walker vowed to fight such prejudice. In Atlanta, she 
became active in the Civil Rights Movement, and throughout 
her life she has been a force for freedom. 

Source: Caroline Lazo, Alice Walker: Freedom Writer, pp. 
34-45. 

Lazo, Caroline. Alice Walker: Freedom Writer. 
Minneapolis, MN : Lerner Publications, 2000. 

• Julie-Anna Asriyan, an Armenian, used to live in 
Azerbaijan at a time when great hostility existed between the 
Armenians and the Azeris. She and her family used to go to 
bed at night with all their clothes on. That way, if there was 
an emergency—such as a firebombing or a gang of thugs 
breaking and entering into their home—they could leave 
quickly and still have clothes to wear. Fortunately, young 
Julie-Anna and her family moved to New York City, where 
they now feel safe. 

Source: Keith Elliot Greenberg, An Armenian Family, p. 33. 

Greenberg, Keith Elliot. An Armenian Family. Minneapolis, 
MN: Lerner Publications, 1997. 

• When Alice Walker, an African American, was four years 
old, her sharecropper parents were ready to put her in school, 
but their white landlord felt that young Alice should be 
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working in the fields since no African-American child 
needed to go to school. Alice’s mother had a forceful talk 
with the white landlord, and Alice attended school. Many 
years later, Ms. Walker won the Pulitzer Prize for her novel 
The Color Purple. 

Source: Caroline Lazo, Alice Walker: Freedom Writer, pp. 
20-21. 

Lazo, Caroline. Alice Walker: Freedom Writer. 
Minneapolis, MN : Lerner Publications, 2000. 

• When Coretta Scott was growing up in Marion, Alabama, 
in the 1930s, black children were discriminated against. 
White children could order whatever flavor of ice cream they 
wanted at the drugstore, but black children had to eat 
whatever flavor of ice cream the drugstore wanted to get rid 
of. 

Source: Anne Schraff, Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil 
Rights, pp. 16-17. 

Schraff, Anne. Coretta Scott King: Striving for Civil Rights. 
Springfield, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 1997. 

• In 1959, actor John Hurt was an art student living in 
London. At the time, prejudice was openly displayed, and 
people who rented rooms often advertised with signs that 
read, “Coloureds and Irish need not apply.” 

Source: Paul Bailey, editor, The Stately Homo: A 
Celebration of the Life of Quentin Crisp, p. 159. 

Bailey, Paul, editor. The Stately Homo: A Celebration of the 
Life of Quentin Crisp. London: Bantam, 2000. 

• African-American singer Marian Anderson married 
Orpheus “King” Fisher, who was also African-American, 
but who was so light skinned that he could pass for white. 
Once, he went shopping for a house for himself and his wife. 
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He found the perfect house, and signs looked extremely good 
for his purchasing it, but when the real estate agent saw Ms. 
Anderson, the price jumped up suddenly. Even though the 
Fishers were willing to pay thousands of dollars more for the 
house, the real estate agent finally told them that they 
couldn’t buy it at any price because they weren’t white. 

Source: Andrea Broadwater, Marian Anderson: Singer and 
Humanitarian, p. 73. 

Broadwater, Andrea. Marian Anderson: Singer and 
Humanitarian. Berkeley Heights, NJ : Enslow Publishers, 
2000. 

• When civil-rights activist Fannie Lou Hamer was growing 
up, her family was very poor and worked as sharecroppers. 
At one point, it seemed as if her family would be able to pull 
themselves out of poverty. Her father got enough money 
together to rent some land, tools, and animals. 
Unfortunately, a white man deliberately poisoned their 
mules and cows. Ms. Hamer says, “He couldn’t stand to see 
[African-Americans] doing all right. We went right back to 
the bottom again, and that’s where we stayed—
sharecropping.” 

Source: Ron L. Harmon, American Civil Rights Leaders, p. 
47. 

Harmon, Ron L. American Civil Rights Leaders. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ: Enslow Publications, Inc., 2000. 

• In 1939, African-American contralto Marian Anderson 
wanted to make her Washington, D.C., debut at Constitution 
Hall, but the Daughters of the American Revolution owned 
it and flatly refused to let her sing there. As a result, the 
DAR’s most famous member, Eleanor Roosevelt, resigned, 
and Ms. Anderson gave an outdoor concert on Easter 
Sunday, April 9, in front of the Lincoln Memorial. She was 
introduced by Harold Ickes, the Secretary of the Interior, 
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who said, “Genius draws no color line.” Years later, she sang 
at Constitution Hall. Asked if she had forgiven the DAR, Ms. 
Anderson replied, “Ages and ages ago. You lose a lot of time 
hating people.” Even later, her nephew, James DePreist, 
conducted an orchestra at Constitution Hall. For him, it was 
strictly routine. He parked his car there, rehearsed there, 
conducted there, and no one thought it was odd that he was 
an African American doing all these things. 

Source: Andrea Broadwater, Marian Anderson: Singer and 
Humanitarian, pp. 59-65, 100, 114. 

Broadwater, Andrea. Marian Anderson: Singer and 
Humanitarian. Berkeley Heights, NJ : Enslow Publishers, 
2000. 

• In the 1950s, Myrna Carter attended elementary school at 
a segregated school in Birmingham, Alabama. During a 
World Series, her teacher, Mrs. Maggie Hrowbuski asked 
the students whom they were rooting for to win. The entire 
class answered, “The Dodgers! The Dodgers!” Mrs. 
Hrowbuski then asked why they were rooting for the 
Dodgers. They didn’t know, other than because their parents 
were rooting for the Dodgers. Mrs. Hrowbuski then taught 
the class about Jackie Robinson, and about the Dodgers 
being the first major-league team in the 20th century to allow 
a black athlete to be a member of the team. Myrna 
remembers that after the lecture, “well, then, we knew why 
we were rooting for the Dodgers.” 

Source: Ellen Levine, Freedom’s Children: Young Civil 
Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories, p. 34. 

Levine, Ellen. Freedom’s Children: Young Civil Rights 
Activists Tell Their Own Stories. New York: G.P. Putnam’s 
Sons, 1993. 

• Black comedian Dick Gregory’s autobiography is titled 
Nigger (please don’t accuse me of racism—that’s really the 
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title), and his dedication is: “Dear Momma—Wherever you 
are, if ever you hear the word ‘nigger’ again, remember they 
are advertising my book.” That’s pretty good—turning a 
racial epithet into an advertisement for a book by a black 
man. 

Source: Dick Gregory, Nigger, Dedication. 

Gregory, Dick. Nigger. New York: Washington Square 
Press, 1986. 

• The hero of syndicated columnist Susan Estrich is Judge J. 
Skelly Wright, a thoroughly decent man who became a hero 
simply by being just in his judicial decisions. For example, 
the case Williams v. Walker-Thomas Furniture Store 
concerned a furniture store that took advantage of 
impoverished African-Americans by offering credit at very 
high interest rates and by repossessing furniture as soon as a 
payment was missed. Of course, The Uniform Commercial 
Code prohibits commercial transactions that take 
unconscionable advantage of the consumer, and Walker-
Thomas Furniture Store was doing exactly that. Judge 
Wright ruled against Walker-Thomas Furniture Store, thus 
incurring the hatred of many business owners. He also made 
decisions that integrated the New Orleans school system and 
allowed black students to enroll in the Louisiana State 
University law school, thus incurring the hatred of the Ku 
Klux Klan. Ms. Estrich writes in a column honoring Judge 
Wright, “The Klan burned crosses on his lawn so often his 
son once told me that when his parents went out, his dad told 
him to just ignore them unless they got too close to the house, 
in which case he should call the fire department.” 

Susan Estrich, “My Hero.” Creators Syndicate. 19 October 
2007 <http://www.creators.com/opinion/susan-estrich/my-
hero.html>. 



 172 

• During World War II, racism was still rampant in the 
United States, including the United States Armed Forces. 
Blacks could donate blood, but the blood they donated was 
labeled “A” for African. Blood labeled “A” was not 
supposed to be given to white people. Of course, this is 100 
percent stupid, and lots of people knew that, including and 
perhaps especially those people who needed that blood to 
stay alive. African-American Army Nurse Prudence Burns 
Burrell remembers serving in the jungles of New Guinea. A 
white soldier doing construction near the hospital where she 
was working injured himself and started bleeding badly. He 
went to the hospital, but the staff there told him, “We’re 
sorry, but our blood is labeled ‘A,’ so therefore we can’t give 
it to you.” The soldier pled, “Please. I don’t [care]. Don’t let 
me die.” Ms. Burrell remembers, “So they gave the ‘A’ 
blood to him, saving his life.” 

Source: Betsy Kuhn, Angels of Mercy: The Army Nurses of 
World War II, pp. 53-54. 

Kuhn, Betsy. Angels of Mercy: The Army Nurses of World 
War II. New York: Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 
1999. 

• During the Civil Rights days, Mudcat Grant played 
professional baseball with the Cleveland Indians. At one 
point, when the national anthem was played, Mr. Grant made 
his own emendation to the last line: “And this land is not so 
free, ’cause I can’t even go to Mississipp-ee.” Bullpen coach 
Ted Wilks was furious and told Mr. Grant, “If you don’t like 
our country, why in hell don’t you get out?” Remembering 
the incident years later, Mr. Grant says that he replied, 
“Well, if I wanted to leave the country, all I had to do was 
go to Texas. That’s worse than Russia.” A fight broke out, 
Mr. Grant was suspended, and lots of people heard about 
what had happened. During the off-season, Mr. Grant played 
in an all-black barnstorming tour. Before a game in Yazoo, 
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Mississippi, a white man visited the dugout and said to Mr. 
Grant about the incident, “You had some trouble up there, 
didn’t you?” Mr. Grant acknowledged that was true, and the 
white man said to him, “Well, you’re going to find out that 
we’re not as tough on n*ggers down here as you might think 
we are. Can I get your autograph for my son?” Mr. Grant 
gave the man the autograph despite the man’s use of the N-
word, and he reflected, “Sometimes the mentality of whites 
is way beyond where you think they actually are. Sometimes 
it’s just words they learned in the custom of 30 years before.” 

Source: Steve Jacobson, Carrying Jackie’s Torch, pp. 56-57. 

Jacobson, Steve. Carrying Jackie’s Torch: The Players Who 
Integrated Baseball—and America. Chicago, IL: Lawrence 
Hill Books, 2007. 

Refugees 

• Children who are refugees often have had tough 
childhoods. One 12-year-old refugee girl from El Salvador 
said, “I have never had any toys. All I’ve ever done is work.” 
A boy living in a refugee camp in Thailand helped his family 
survive by going to a cemetery and looking for mint. He 
traded the mint for cane sugar, which he then traded for rice 
for his family and him to eat. 

Source: Leslie Burger and Debra L. Rahm, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees: Making a Difference in 
Our World, pp. 50, 69. 

Burger, Leslie, and Debra L. Rahm. United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees: Making a Difference in Our 
World. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 
1996. 

• At the request of physicist Albert Einstein, the 
International Rescue Committee was founded in 1933 to 
help refugees. IRC caseworker Lang Ngan helps refugees 
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arriving in New York City. In her job, she helps families 
learn all about life in the United States and has taught them 
such things as how to ride the subway, how to open savings 
and checking accounts at a bank, and even how to flush a 
toilet. 

Source: Leslie Burger and Debra L. Rahm, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees: Making a Difference in 
Our World, pp. 63-65. 

Burger, Leslie, and Debra L. Rahm. United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees: Making a Difference in Our 
World. Minneapolis, MN: Lerner Publications Company, 
1996. 

Salem Witch Trials  

• At the Salem Witch Trials in 1692, much odd evidence was 
seriously and legally considered. For example, if an accused 
person was unable to correctly say the Lord’s Prayer, this 
was considered evidence that the accused person was a 
witch. Also, spectral evidence was seriously considered, as 
when men testified that the specter of an accused woman had 
visited them when they were home in bed. In addition, the 
accused persons were stripped and searched (by members of 
the same sex) for the mark of the devil—a small red circle, 
usually found near the genitals. 

Source: Lori Lee Wilson, The Salem Witch Trials, p. 33. 

Wilson, Lori Lee. The Salem Witch Trials. Minneapolis, 
MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1997. 

• At the Salem Witch Trials in 1692, torture was used, even 
of children. For example, Martha Carrier was accused of 
being a witch. Her two oldest sons, who were 15 and 17, 
denied that their mother was a witch, so jailers tied each 
boy’s neck and heels, causing nosebleeds. The torture made 
the two boys confess that both they and their mother were 
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witches. Their younger siblings had heard the screaming of 
the two boys, and to avoid being tortured they confessed that 
they were witches, too. Fortunately, the testimony of the 
children was not allowed in court, because John Proctor 
made the jailers’ use of torture public. Nevertheless, Martha 
Carrier was found guilty and hanged. 

Source: Lori Lee Wilson, The Salem Witch Trials, pp. 37-39. 

Wilson, Lori Lee. The Salem Witch Trials. Minneapolis, 
MN: Lerner Publications Company, 1997. 

School Shootings 

• People today are worried about school shootings, and that 
has led to conformity at high schools today. Michael Moore, 
director of Roger and Me, visited a school, and the students 
told him that they all wore white or some neutral color 
because anyone who wore black or something original was 
asking for an invitation to visit the principal, who would 
want to know if the non-conforming, original student was 
thinking of shooting up the place. 

Source: Michael Moore, Stupid White Men, p. 115. 

Moore, Michael. Stupid White Men, New York: 
ReganBooks, 2001. 

Sexism 

• The town of Mayberry on The Andy Griffith Show was 
sexist—the men ran Mayberry, and the women weren’t 
welcome to run for political office. In an early episode, Ellie 
Walker, the town pharmacist, decides to run for city 
council—something Sheriff Andy Taylor is against. He tells 
her, “Oh, Ellie, you don’t want to concern yourself with 
government business. You want to let the men worry about 
that. All you want to worry your pretty little head about is 
women’s stuff. You know, going shopping, looking in 
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windows, trying on hats, making little bitty sandwiches for 
having at parties, and gossiping. You see what I mean?” 
Later, Sheriff Taylor’s son, Opie, makes a comment about 
keeping women in their place, and so Sheriff Taylor has a 
change of heart. He tells a town meeting, “Now we’re 
against Ellie because she’s a woman, but when you try to 
think of any other reason, you kind of draw a blank. I heard 
my little boy, Opie, just a little while ago say something 
about women. And I want to tell you the truth, I was 
ashamed. He was just parroting what he had heard me say. 
… What I’m getting at is—I hate to admit it—if Ellie wants 
to run for council, I reckon she’s got a right to.” 

Source: Richard Kelly, The Andy Griffith Show, pp. 95-96. 

Kelly Richard. The Andy Griffith Show. Winston-Salem, 
N.C.: J.F. Blair, 1985. 

Slavery 

• One of the very earliest sculptures of Abraham Lincoln is 
at the top of a totem pole. In the 19th century, the Native 
American Tlingit tribe in southeastern Alaska was divided 
into two hostile factions: the Ravens and the Eagles. The 
United States bought Alaska from the Soviet Union in 1867 
and established a fort on Tongass Island in 1868. The Eagles 
warred on the Ravens who lived on Tongass Island and were 
at the point of making them slaves when the Ravens went to 
the fort to ask for help. The commander of the fort met with 
leaders of both the Ravens and the Eagles and explained that 
the American flag now flew over Alaska. He also explained 
that Lincoln had earlier signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation and that slavery was now illegal. To honor 
Lincoln for saving his people from slavery, Chief Ebbetts of 
the Ravens decided to erect a totem pole to him, so he hired 
an artist named Thleda from a neighboring tribe, the 
Tsimshian, to carve the totem pole. Working from a 
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photograph, Thleda placed the sculpture of a top-hatted 
Lincoln at the very top of the totem pole. 

Source: Ernest Goldstein, The Statue Abraham Lincoln: A 
Masterpiece by Daniel Chester French, pp. 32, 34-35. 

Ernest Goldstein, The Statue Abraham Lincoln: A 
Masterpiece by Daniel Chester French. Minneapolis, MN: 
Lerner Publications Co., 1997. 

• After the Civil War, a new species of poetry became 
popular. Poems in the “plantation tradition” presented blacks 
as happy when they had been slaves and sorry that they had 
been freed. 

Source: Catherine Reef, Paul Laurence Dunbar: Portrait of 
a Poet, pp. 29-30. 

Catherine Reef, Paul Laurence Dunbar: Portrait of a Poet. 
Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, 2000. 

• When Sam Clemens was young, he complained to his 
mother about the singing of a young slave boy. His mother’s 
eyes filled with tears, and she explained to Sam that she was 
glad to hear the slave boy sing, because then she knew that 
he wasn’t remembering being separated from his mother, 
who had been sold away from their town. Sam grew up to 
become better known as Mark Twain, author of the anti-
slavery novel titled Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

Source: Kathryn Lasky, A Brilliant Streak: The Making of 
Mark Twain, p. 19. 

Lasky, Kathryn. A Brilliant Streak: The Making of Mark 
Twain. San Diego, CA: Harcourt Brace & Co., 1998. 

Terrorism 

• On April 19, 1995, a bomb exploded in front of the Alfred 
P. Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
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causing the deaths of 168 people, including nineteen 
children. Some people immediately assumed that Arab 
terrorists had caused the bombing, and some people of Arab 
descent found themselves the target of prejudice. They were 
harassed by citizens not of Arab descent, and they were 
arrested and taken in for questioning by the police. Some 
people of Arab descent even feared for their lives. Later, a 
white American named Timothy McVeigh was convicted of 
the crime. 

Source: Victoria Sherrow, The Oklahoma City Bombing, pp. 
25, 39. 

Sherrow, Victoria. The Oklahoma City Bombing. 
Springfield, N.J.: Enslow Publishers, 1998. 

Titanic 

• When the Titanic sank on April 15, 1912, most of the 
people on board died. Only 705 passengers and crew 
survived, and 1,503 people died. Because of the disaster, 
laws improving safety at sea were passed. Ships at sea were 
required to have a radio operator on duty 24 hours a day. The 
United States formed the International Ice Patrol to keep 
track of icebergs and give information about their positions 
to ships near them. In addition, because the Titanic had fewer 
than half the number of lifeboats needed to save its 
passengers and crew, a new law required ships to have 
enough lifeboats to save everybody on board. 

Source: Michael D. Cole, The Titanic: Disaster at Sea, pp. 
34, 37. 

Cole, Michael D. The Titanic: Disaster at Sea. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ. Enslow Publications, Inc., 2001. 

• When the Titanic was sinking on April 15, 1912, Fourth 
Officer Joseph Boxhall saw a ship only four or five miles 
away. He attempted to use a Morse code lamp to signal the 
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ship that the Titanic was in distress and needed aid, but the 
ship sailed away. In addition, the crew of the Titanic was 
shooting distress rockets into the air and using the wireless 
radio to send a CQD signal. (CQD was a forerunner of the 
SOS signal and meant “Come. Quick. Danger.”) Later, an 
investigation revealed that the Californian, a ship piloted by 
Captain Stanley Lord, had seen the distress rockets set off by 
the Titanic, but had done nothing about them. Captain Lord 
didn’t even have his men turn on the wireless radio to check 
for a distress signal. 

Source: Michael D. Cole, The Titanic: Disaster at Sea, pp. 
26, 36-37. 

Cole, Michael D. The Titanic: Disaster at Sea. Berkeley 
Heights, NJ. Enslow Publications, Inc., 2001. 

Torture 

• United States citizens, following the orders of the George 
W. Bush administration, tortured people. One form of 
“torture lite” was to play rock music at decibel levels so high 
that prisoners think they may lose their reason. Oddly, the 
rock selections sometimes express what the prisoners may 
be thinking. At Camp Cropper in Iraq, torturers frequently 
played Queen’s “We are the Champions,” which contains 
the lyrics, “I’ve paid my dues / Time after time / I’ve done 
my sentence / But committed no crime.” At Guantánamo, 
torturers played Rage Against the Machine’s “Killing in the 
Name Of,” which contains the lyrics, “Some of those that 
work forces, are the same that burn crosses ... / F**k you, I 
won’t do what you tell me!” All too often, people don’t listen 
to or understand lyrics. Ronald Reagan played Bruce 
Springsteen’s “Born in the USA” at political rallies, 
apparently not realizing that the song is about the US 
government betrayal of Vietnam veterans. 
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Clive Stafford Smith, “Welcome to ‘the disco.’” The 
Guardian. 19 June 2008 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2008/jun/19/usa.guanta
namo>. 

Trials for Witchcraft 

• Johannes Kepler made major advancements in science 
before his death in 1630, but he lived in a superstitious and 
dangerous age; in fact, his mother was put on trial for 
witchcraft and could have been executed. It all started when 
Katharina Kepler had a disagreement with another woman, 
Ursula Reinbold, who then told people that she felt ill after 
Katharina had served her a drink, and therefore the drink 
must have been poisoned. Other people started to remember 
bad things about Katharina. For example, the butcher’s wife 
remembered that she felt pain in her leg after Katharina 
walked by her. A schoolmaster remembered that he became 
lame after drinking a potion prepared by Katharina. A tailor 
remembered that after Katharina leaned over a cradle 
containing two of his children, the children died. A woman 
who worked for Ursula Reinbold claimed to be able to use 
head measurements to tell if a person had been bewitched. 
She measured Ursula’s head and proclaimed that Ursula had 
been bewitched. The daughter of the woman who claimed to 
be able to tell if someone had been bewitched then claimed 
that Katharina had hit her in the arm and pain then had crept 
through her arm until she could not move her fingers. 
Katharina was put on trial, and the court decided that it did 
not have enough evidence to torture Katharina and that it did 
not have enough evidence to proclaim her innocent and set 
her free. Therefore, the court decided that Katharina would 
be shown the instruments of torture and then asked if she was 
guilty. If she said that she was guilty, the court would give 
her a sentence. Katharina, who was 70 years old, was shown 
a torture chamber, and then she was asked if she would 
confess that she was guilty of witchcraft. She replied, “Do 
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with me what you want. Even if you were to pull one vein 
after another from my body, I would have nothing to admit.” 
She then prayed on her knees. Because she did not confess, 
she was set free. 

Source: Mary Gow, Johannes Kepler: Exploring the Laws of 
Planetary Motion, pp. 84-90. 

Gow, Mary. Johannes Kepler: Exploring the Laws of 
Planetary Motion. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Enslow Publishers, 
Inc., 2003. 

Unwanted Pregnancies 

• Becoming pregnant as a teenager can affect one’s life in 
ways one can’t imagine ahead of time. For example, Kerry 
was claustrophobic—afraid to be in small enclosed spaces 
such as elevators. After becoming pregnant at age 17, she 
kept attending school for a while—but eventually her 
pregnancy became so advanced that she no longer could 
climb the five flights of stairs at school. Because of her 
claustrophobia, she couldn’t take the elevator, so she quit 
school. (Fortunately, after giving birth, Kerry began 
attending an alternative school—one designed for students 
such as herself who had fallen behind in schoolwork.) 

Source: Maggi Aitkens, Kerry, a Teenage Mother, pp. 27-
28. 

Aitkens, Maggi. Kerry, a Teenage Mother. Minneapolis, 
MN: Lerner Publications, 1994. 

War 

• Many of us are fortunate because we don’t know what war 
is like. During World War II, Rudolf Bing worked in 
London. Following a bombing attack, he saw a girl’s arm in 
a pile of rubble and he pulled at it. The arm came out of the 
rubble—the other pieces of the girl were elsewhere. 
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Source: Sir Rudolf Bing, 5000 Nights at the Opera, pp. 104-
105. 

Bing, Sir Rudolf. 5000 Nights at the Opera. New York: 
Popular Library, 1972. 

• Spalding Gray’s monologue, Swimming to Cambodia, tells 
about American B-52s accidentally bombing a Cambodian 
village, causing loss of life and limbs. Our American 
military responded by giving $100 to families that had 
suffered a death and $50 to people who had lost a leg or an 
arm. 

Source: Ron Jenkins, Acrobats of the Soul, p. 128. 

Jenkins, Ron. Acrobats of the Soul. New York: Theatre 
Communications Group, Inc., 1988. 

• The mother of Ramones bass player Dee Dee Ramone had 
a rough life as a young German citizen in Germany during 
World War II. When Dee Dee was a child, his military 
family was stationed in Berlin, and he remembers how happy 
he was to discover an indoor swimming pool. He wanted his 
mother to go swimming with him, but she had endured three 
years of bombing attacks on the city. The war ended when 
she was 14, and she had buried many, many corpses by then. 
He told her about the pool, “Mom, it’s great. Why don’t you 
come swimming there with me?” She replied, “Because I 
remember that pool after the war. It was filled with blood 
from the bodies of dead horses and dead people.” 

Source: Dee Dee Ramone, Poison Heart: Surviving the 
Ramones, pp. 14-15. 

Ramone, Dee Dee. Poison Heart: Surviving the Ramones. 
Wembley, Middlesex, England: Firefly Pub., 1997. 

• Colin Powell, a four-star general, is of course a highly 
successful African-American. At a White House dinner, an 
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African-American waiter said to him, “I just want to thank 
you and say it’s been good to see you here. I was in World 
War II, and I fought all the way from North Africa to Italy.” 
General Powell replied, “I should thank you.” 

Source: John F. Wukovits, Colin Powell, p. 67. 

Wukovits, John F. Colin Powell. San Diego, CA: Lucent 
Books, 2000. 
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APPENDIX D: About the Author 
It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX E: Some Books by David Bruce 
Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George’s Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 
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Appendix F: A MASTER CLASS IN EDITING  
See following pages. 
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