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Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “People Who Quit Their Jobs On The First Day, What 
Was Your ‘I’m Outta Here’ Moment?” 

1) CaptainArsehole wrote, “When the microwave in the 
lunchroom was coin activated.” 

2) Facetitiously_Serious wrote, “Young and naïve right out 
of college, I took a ‘marketing’ job. My interview was great, 
nothing shady seemed to be going on, and there were no 
immediate red flags. After four hours of training, my first 
day consisted of going door to door in a suburban town 
trying to sell cable to older people. We were told to dress for 
business, so I’m hiking around for miles in my best skirt, suit 
jacket, and heels. Hours were from ‘9-5,’ but we didn’t get 
back to the business until well after 10pm. Not to mention, 
the person I was shadowing was able to make a sale to an 
older gentleman who seemed to have memory issues. I 
noped the fuck right out of there.” 

rades_ commented: 

“Sounds like my 86-year-old dad with dementia. I cannot 
believe how many people / businesses try and prey on him 
to sign him up to long-term contracts for things he doesn’t 
need. It’s also very obvious that he has memory issues and 
gets very confused very easily … it’s like a constant battle 
to clean / chase these things up. 

“Thanks for having morals.” 

3) battleangelred wrote, “I answered an ad for a babysitting 
job. I was already working on a casual basis but it was 
sporadic, so I thought some after-hours babysitting would be 
welcome extra cash. The couple were both in the military 
and proceeded to tell me that I would be staying in the spare 
room and looking after their six-month-old child around the 
clock as well as doing the housework. I would have one day 
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off every two weeks. They said it is cash in hand so I could 
sign onto the dole (unemployment benefit) to make up the 
rest of the money. I left on the spot. They wanted a live-in 
housemaid and nanny not a babysitter and they were not able 
to pay for one. Why they thought it was up to me to illegally 
collect the dole to subsidise them I don’t know.” 

4) existentialgoof wrote, “It was a petrol station, and the 
manager wanted me to work for free until I had learned their 
computer systems to what he deemed a satisfactory extent. I 
agreed to do it, because I needed a job, and he brought me in 
at 7am on my first day; however, he was not present to go 
through the training with me, so I was just standing around 
kind of helping out on the forecourt but not really knowing 
what I should be doing. Not learning anything. After about 
an hour and a half without the manager showing up or 
anyone training me on anything, I decided that I wasn’t 
going to continue to be taken advantage of and told the 
cashier to pass on the message to the manager that I had 
quit.” 

DORIMEalbedo commented, “Yeah, red flag: If it’s not a 
volunteer position, such as at a charity store or an animal 
shelter, and they ask you to work for free? It’s never worth 
it.” 

TheRealGuen commented, “It’s also very illegal.” 

5) Professional_March54 wrote, “They hired me to work 
full-time. I had interviewed to work full-time. I was trying 
to quit a horrible job, and this job was on the other end of 
town. I needed enough money for the bus pass, and to make 
up the difference and more of quitting my old job. They hired 
me and showed me my schedule. I showed up for my first 
day, things are going well, and then my manager called me 
in, sat me down, and explained that they’d have to cut me 
down to 15 hours a week because they’d hired too many 
fucking people. I explained, painfully, that I had to take a 
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bus an hour each way and wouldn’t be able to pay rent or 
food after that. He said I could always hold out and hope 
people quit. I told him he could start with me, took off my 
apron, and stormed out in tears.” 

6) sleepydyhollow wrote: 

“I applied for a job at my longtime favorite restaurant. (I 
celebrated my birthday there every year.) 

“Owner asks me to come in for basically a try out, as I 
communicated I was looking at other job possibilities. I 
come in and they just stick me on dishwashing for an hour, 
no biggie. Then their dishwasher doesn’t show up, so the 
kitchen manager asks me to stay on for their lunch rush, says 
I’ll get paid for the hours. I do, kitchen staff was nice so I 
was happy to help out even though I figured I’d be taking a 
different job. I fill out a timecard at the end of the shift and 
tell the manager I probably wouldn’t be back; he understands 
and thanks me for the help. 

“Fast forward a couple weeks and he tells me to email the 
owner after I ask him if I should pick up my measly 
paycheck. I do, and she basically tells me to fuck off over 
text. Tells me it was ‘staging’ and that she told me I wouldn’t 
be paid. I respond that I understand that, but that I stayed an 
extra three hours that I WAS told I’d be paid for. She stops 
responding, I decide I want to be petty over the 40 bucks so 
I get the state labor department involved. Dude goes in there 
and makes her pay me for the hours including the first 
‘staging’ hour. Couple weeks later I got my 40 bucks, never 
went back to that restaurant. 

“Edit: Firstly, ‘petty’ is not how I see it two years later. I’m 
VERY glad I did this and sharing the story with others in my 
city I learned this practice was very common with local 
restaurants. Hopefully others learned to stand up for their 
labor, too, from my small experience. 
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“Secondly, this restaurant closed down a couple weeks after 
I got that paycheck. The owner made a long-winded 
complaint on the Facebook page about how the food culture 
had ‘changed’ in the city and her restaurant didn’t fit in 
anymore. (Total bullshit, they were ALWAYS popular. 
Most people theorized the terrible mismanagement and 
employee abuse had caught up to her.)” 

7) hmpf_to_that_friend wrote: 

“One of my pals had one of these ‘Clock out, keep working!’ 
gigs. Reported them to the Wage and Hour Division. Feds 
found lots of time-stamped evidence that people were still 
working after hours and even on days off (hourly). 

“The business was heavily fined for every single violation, 
and people got their stolen wages back.” 

fredemu commented: 

“One of the people I hired a couple years back asked me 
what time she was supposed to clock out for her shift. 

“Part of the job is the cleanup after we close, which can take 
a variable amount of time depending on how busy the place 
was that night, how much we need to restock, and so on. On 
Fridays and Saturdays, we usually don’t get everybody out 
until 2:30am, and cleanup can take two hours. On a Monday, 
we might start cleaning at 1:30 when the place empties out 
and be out of there by 2. So it really depends. 

“After explaining that, she looked at me with a kind of sad 
expression and said, ‘Ok. So clock out at 2:30 and then leave 
whenever I’m done?’ 

“I actually helped her report her previous employer after 
that. She thought it was normal that you kept working after 
clocking out, and she had been doing it for about three 
years.” 
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8) Scandal929 wrote: 

“I had an orientation for an alarm company. Next day 
manager calls and says don’t worry about going into the 
office and to meet at ‘Planet Hollywood’ they like to get to 
know the employees better over lunch. 

“Next day I go into the office and another employee whom I 
had not met says, ‘You must be "Scandal929.’ I was like, 
‘Huh?’ 

“They responded that ‘light-skinned, pretty boy’ is how the 
manager described me. 

“In same conversation I found out no one else had ever been 
invited for a ‘get to know you’ lunch. 

“I’m out!” 

ennuibot commented, “Which is a shame as you clearly have 
well-tuned, internal alarms. You would have been a real 
asset there.”1 

2. “What Is The Most Penny-Pinching Shit You Ever 
Did?” 

1) a_guy_called_craig wrote: 

“When I was a kid, I used to travel by bus to see my mates, 
four a day generally, I came from a relatively pretty poor 
household; I had a paper round but didn’t get much pocket 
money or anything like that besides. 

 
1 Source: redmambo_no6, “People who quit their jobs on the first day, 
what was your ‘I’m outta here’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 May 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n9jyqk/people_who_qu
it_their_jobs_on_the_first_day_what/ >. 
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“They used to sell day tickets for around £2.50 (back around 
2005ish). 

“I’d get one on the Monday then using a knife and a Biro [a 
kind of pen] I’d scratch away at the date and redo it to the 
next day, and I could get maybe four days out of a ticket. 

“After a while I’d accumulated a lot of tickets so when I 
couldn’t scratch them anymore, I’d cut out the correct 
number with scissors then glue it on with Pritt Stick. 

“Got to a point where I was getting at least a week out of a 
day ticket and was sometimes doing it for friends. 

“Did it for roughly two or three years, saved thousands of 
pounds.” 

2) SalamiMommie wrote, “I went to a fair. They had those 
machines that you put a quarter in and quarters may come 
out after being pushed. To get people roped in, they’d hand 
you usually two or four quarters and talk you into playing. 
Well when I realized they weren’t watching me, I’d pocket 
them. Eventually after lapping around the fairground where 
they had multiple locations doing that, I had enough money 
to buy a grape snow cone and a candy apple.” 

3) AdvanceComplex2552 wrote: 

“A few years ago I was on prepayment meters for my gas 
and electric. If your credit ran out after 9pm, it wouldn’t cut 
you off. 

“So if I didn’t have much credit left, and no money to top it 
up, I’d turn the electric off at the master switch on the meter 
until 9pm, to make sure I had electric for the night and the 
next morning.” 

4) Pointlesswonder802 wrote, “If you have money, you call 
it intermittent fasting. If you don’t have money, you call it, 
‘If I eat only one or 1.5 meals today, I can save a ton.’” 
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Forikorder commented, “Nothing like having sleep for 
dinner.” 

5) Ki-Larah wrote, “Washing my clothes in the bathtub 
because I didn’t have money for the machines downstairs, 
nor to put gas in my car to take it to my parents. No, I didn’t 
tell them; at the time they would have drilled me about every 
aspect of my life to tell me what I did ‘wrong.’ I had a low-
wage, high-stress job, that’s what I did wrong.” 

MrsPottyMouth commented, “Wash them in the bathtub and 
hang them to dry, then shake them vigorously to turn them 
from cardboard cutouts of clothes into wearable garments. 
Sometimes I’d splurge and put a few things in the dryer for 
one cycle’s worth ($1 for 16 minutes) to soften them up a 
little.” 

6) unhappy_dinosaur wrote, “Husband and I drove to his 
parents’ house for Thanksgiving, immediately after work on 
Wednesday. It’s a 14-hour drive and instead of spending the 
night in a hotel, we slept in our Civic in a Walmart parking 
lot. I was six months pregnant, and it was not worth the $100 
we saved.” 

7) logyonthebeat wrote, “Once when I was extremely broke 
with like 0 dollars left, I put all of the change I could find in 
and around my car (like 80 cents or something) to get gas to 
make to hopefully make it to work. I went to pump my 80 
cents worth of gas into my car and to my surprise the pump 
just kept going, I was so excited I almost screamed. Either 
the cashier or someone in line must have felt bad and decided 
to put a few extra dollars on my order or something. I don’t 
know who it was or how it happened still, but I wish I could 
thank them, they gave me enough gas to keep getting to work 
the rest of that week and get my first paycheck, I almost tear 
up still thinking about it today; it was like 10 years ago, and 
that person with that little bit of help really changed my life.” 
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samsam1252 wrote, “I did this same thing. I was trying to 
get home from school but had only change. I don’t even 
think it was two dollars and the attendant rounded up for me. 
It wasn’t much more gas, but it meant a lot.” 

theory_until wrote, “A Hannukah miracle, the fuel meant to 
last a day lasted for a week!” 

8) BabaYagatron wrote, “During college I was so poor I’d 
take the extra toilet paper rolls from restrooms at my 
university. When I was working serving shifts in my mid-
20’s I *definitely* took home people’s leftovers. I mean, 
yeah, you can argue it’s ‘unhygienic’ or that you could get 
sick, but the risk-to-benefit ratio skewed highly in my 
favour, especially considering how good the food was. I 
wouldn’t take scraps, but you’d be shocked at how many 
people will order entire plates of food and barely touch it. I 
ate like a king every workday, and often had leftovers for 
lunch. No regrets. Never got sick. Just had to avoid the 
restaurant manager seeing.” 

pecklepuff commented, “I submit that restaurant workers are 
pretty much immune to almost everything since they are 
regularly exposed to so much bacteria and so many germs 
and viruses by cleaning up after so many people. Probably 
have immune systems of steel!” 

Bopper34 commented, “Oh, I definitely have taken food. No 
way I’m letting an untouched potato skin or jalapeno popper 
go to waste when I have -$13 in my account. Another girl I 
worked and I teamed up and shared food. She’d be like, ‘Hey 
— pssst, I have a whole plate of Thai wraps. Want some?’ 
‘Fuck, yeah, I do, Brittany. I got a take-out box full of 
untouched broccoli from that little shit who threw a tantrum. 
Wanna go halvsies?’” 
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DrinKwine7 commented, “We had a runner accidentally 
drop a steak once. That shit definitely made it to the back 
and everyone shared floor filet.” 

9) slakfrop wrote: 

“I needed cash back and I couldn’t afford the $2 ATM fee. I 
had like $4.xx in my checking account and I wanted them $4 
skrillas. 

“So I bought a tiny, tiny pinch of broccoli at the grocery 
check stand, because nothing else is 1¢, right? And got my 
$4 cash back.” 

10) thedevilyoukn0w wrote: 

“I was fairly broke with a wife and two kids to feed. Went to 
the store with what was our last ten dollars until I got paid to 
get groceries. But I knew ten bucks wasn’t going to cover it 
… so I walked around the parking lot finding carts that 
hadn’t been returned. The store had a box on the handle so 
that you had to pay a quarter to get the cart while shopping, 
and some people just didn’t want to waste their time taking 
a cart back and get their quarter back. 

“Within 20 minutes, I had turned that ten dollars into twelve, 
which covered groceries, and we made it to payday. 

“Doing MUCH better now on the financial stuff … but it was 
a little dodgy for a while.” 

11) AdvocateSaint wrote: 

“There was a really useful calculus textbook that was both 
expensive to buy and rare in the campus libraries. There was 
always a chance of someone checking it out before you 
could. The library had a system where you could reserve a 
book online so that you’d have dibs on borrowing it within 
24 hours of its return by the previous borrower. 
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“My friend and I wanted to have copies to use anytime, so 
we tracked down two copies, each one from a different 
college unit’s library. (If I recall correctly, one was from the 
engineering library, and the other was from The College of 
Human Kinetics, basically the ‘sports college.’) 

“We’d each borrow one at the same time, and immediately 
reserve the other. When the due date came, we went to each 
library and basically switched; one would return a copy and 
the other would immediately borrow it. We kept this up for 
a whole semester. 

“I didn’t learn until much later on that copyright 
enforcement is really lax at my university, and there were 
services that allowed you to basically xerox entire books. I 
could have just paid a relatively small fee to have the whole 
book photocopied. I made good use of this ‘hardcopy piracy’ 
over the rest of my college career.”2 

3. “People Who Have Had To Call The Police On The 
Neighbours, What Was Happening?” 

1) carmelacorleone wrote: 

“My husband and I and our menagerie of pets were sitting 
out on our back porch recently, and we could hear the 
neighbors on the other side of the fence on our back two 
acres having a drunk ole time popping off shots on an Airsoft 
gun but after a while we became aware of the sound of a 
high-pitched cry every time they fired a shot so my husband 
told me to stay on the porch and he snuck over and looked 
through where the fence shrubs made a gap and came 
running back, grabbed his phone and called the cops. Turns 

 
2 Source: naranja_cheese, “What is the most penny pinching shit you 
ever did?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nadgd5/what_is_the_m
ost_penny_pinching_shit_you_ever_did/ >. 
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out our piece-of-shit neighbors were drunk, high and 
shooting a dog with the Airsoft gun. Poor thing was tied to a 
post in the ground on a two-foot length of rope and couldn’t 
get away from them. It must have either been a slow night at 
the station house or the cops are all animal lovers because 
they sent about five cars out for three drunk guys. Poor dog 
had several welts on his skin, was malnourished, his fur was 
falling out, his neck was rubbed bloody-raw where his collar 
rubbed when he’d jerk on his rope, his paw pads were all raw 
from struggling on concrete. 

“But, no one need worry any further about the dog because 
he lives with us now and is starting to do much better. He 
appears to have a fear of men, but my husband has managed 
to gain his trust and we’re working on getting him to trust 
me. So far his favorite people are my husband and one of our 
cats.” 

2) BlackCaaaat wrote, “Blasting shitty music incredibly 
loud. The police don’t do much, though. So it comes as no 
surprise that someone set his car on fire.” 

3) Otherwise_Window wrote: 

“Two stories. One: No idea if he was a neighbour, to be 
honest. 

“Doorbell rang one night. My wife was out with the car — 
this will be relevant. 

“Answer the door, and it’s an indigenous bloke wearing a 
hospital gown and hospital ID bracelet and, as far as I could 
see, nothing else. 

“Asked very politely if he could have a ride — he needed to 
get home. Couldn’t quite say where home was and seemed 
rather unwell. Like, fever-bright eyes and loopy-seeming, 
that kind of thing. 



 12 

 

“I explained that I didn’t have a car right now, and asked him 
if he wanted to come in for a drink of water and a sit-down? 
I was hoping to be able to call the hospital — we weren’t far 
from a major hospital, safe bet where he’d wandered off 
from — and tell them I was pretty sure I had one of their 
patients, but he just thanked me politely and wandered 
vaguely off into the street. 

“Trouble is, we also lived near a busy major road, and I was 
pretty sure this bloke was not in a fit state for dealing with 
traffic, and it was dark, and he had dark skin and a dark blue 
hospital gown and the average driver would have Buckley’s 
chance of seeing him before they hit him. 

“So I called the cop shop down the road and explained very 
carefully that this bloke did not seem dangerous or like he 
was a threat to anyone but himself if he tottered into traffic, 
but he did seem like he was very unwell and had wandered 
off from the hospital, and could they please come and corral 
him and take him back to it? 

“Kept an eye on him until the police turned up, lights, no 
siren. They spoke to him gently and then one of them got in 
the back seat with him and they drove off towards the 
hospital. 

“Two: Driving down a country road on the way to visit 
family, near to sunset and spot a black cow wandering 
around near the road. 

“Not sure quite whose cow it was — a few people’s 
properties are around that bit and we didn’t know them well 
— and a dark-coloured cow by the road after dark is a recipe 
for a major accident when it wanders onto the road to get to 
the feed on the other side. 

“So we called the state police on the cow. 
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“While my wife was on the phone giving them directions to 
the cow, I had to swerve to avoid hitting a peacock on the 
road. 

“Told them where that was, too.” 

In answer to a question, Argybargyass wrote, “‘Having 
Buckley’s chance’ is Aussie slang for ‘having fuck-all (no) 
chance.’” 

4) Siberia_Veronika wrote, “That was recently. A frightened 
guy knocked on my door and asked to go into the apartment. 
In Russia, it is quite dangerous to open the door to such 
strangers, so I asked how I could help him. He asked to call 
the police because he was being chased by two drunken men 
with a knife. I called the police and decided to talk to the guy 
without opening the door to make sure he was okay. Five 
minutes pass, and footsteps begin to be heard on the stairs. 
And then I realized that the guy wasn’t lying to me. These 
drunken idiots began to threaten violence, and the guy just 
pressed against the door out of fear. In the end, I opened the 
door and quickly pulled him into my apartment. Then these 
men started threatening me. They were my neighbors. The 
guy turned out to be only 14 years old. (He was just tall and 
looked much older than his age.) He told about the reasons 
for the chase. (His guilt was minimal.) The police arrived 
and took him away for further investigation.” 

Asked for more information, Siberia_Veronika added: 

“Specifically about this situation, no. In general, the boy was 
walking with his friends on the playground in front of the 
house. (He generally lived in another city.) The neighbors 
came and began to piss on the bench for the children. A 
group of friends made a remark to them, but the alcoholics 
considered it ‘inappropriate’ and decided to beat the 
children. Everyone ran away, and this boy was from another 
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city and did not know the area, so he decided to drop by the 
nearest entrance.  

“In general, these alcoholics are quite well-known 
throughout the district. I have been renting this apartment for 
only about a year (the area is quiet and peaceful), and I have 
already called the police about five times.  

“There was another case when these alcoholics (always go 
in a group of three, two men and one dubious woman) had a 
conflict with young guys (about 23-25 years old). It was 
about 2 o’clock in the morning, they shouted loudly at each 
other, and then attacked one of the guys. I still remember 
how these alcoholics broke one of the guys’ legs and 
knocked him to the ground, after which the woman kicked 
the guy in the head with her heels. It’s hard to forget. I 
thought the guy was dead. That night, I called the police 
about four times, but they never came, although the police 
station is a couple of houses away from me.  

“Actually, it was for this reason that I was afraid to let the 
boy from the first story into the apartment. This is Russia, 
where the trust in law enforcement agencies is minimal, so 
you will have to deal with the current situation yourself. As 
a result, a huge, bald, beefy man with a baseball bat came 
out of my entrance (he looked just like a hitman!), and he 
promised to break all the bones if the participants in the fight 
did not stop making noise. The fallen guy got up and hobbled 
home. (His friend ran away from the very beginning.)  

“To be honest, the story is terrible. I do not think that the guy 
was all right with health. I couldn’t even imagine that a 
human head could bounce off the ground so much because 
of kicks. Scary.”3 

 
3 Source: octoprickle, “People who have had to call the police on the 
neighbour’s, what was happening?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 May 2021 < 
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4. “People Who Take Out Their Phones To Record 
Emergencies Instead Of Helping, Why? And People Who 
Film People At Their Worst Moments, Why? 

1) hphap91 wrote: 

“I lived in a place where there was this small dam, with a 
road running along it. One winter an elderly couple slid off 
the road into the water. It wasn’t deep. But deep enough to 
drown if you are sitting down in a car. 

“The first guy who pulls over leaps out and into the water 
and start trying to force his way into the car to pull them out. 
Within a few moments later, other people pull over. 
Everyone pulls out their phones. Not to call the emergency 
services, no, no. They start filming. The guy in the water 
screams at the others to help, to call the emergency services, 
to get in the water and to get the people in the car out. 

“Eventually the emergency services get there. One of the two 
in the car is dead; the other is in a coma from hypothermia 
and oxygen deprivation. They awaken some days later to 
learn their spouse drowned. 

“I don’t actually have an answer to your question, but this 
was what it made me think of, and I just can’t figure out why 
the fuck people would be like this, and how the hell they live 
with themselves.” 

2) byndr wrote, “I used to manage a restaurant before 
changing careers, and I once had to kick someone out for 
threatening to assault one of my bartenders. While I was at 
the table telling them to leave or I’d be calling the police, 
one of the girls at the table whipped out her phone to film 
me and started asking questions that framed me as the villain 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nc2zkl/people_who_ha
ve_had_to_call_the_police_on_the/ >. 
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for her video. Unfortunately for her and less than a minute 
into her video, the guy who threatened my bartender said that 
he was going to wait for me in the parking lot when I got off 
work and beat the shit out of me. I just smiled to the camera 
and said, ‘Did you get that?’” 

3) leftnut027 wrote: 

“Had this happen a couple times. 

“As soon as I know I’m on video, I will go along the lines of 
this: 

“‘I don’t care about that, you just can’t walk into my store 
and ejaculate onto the carpet.’ 

“‘Sir, why are you showing me photos of your penis?’ 

“‘That’s fine, ma’am, but you really shouldn’t smack your 
children with an open fist, should I call the cops?’ 

“Had only one person call the cops so far, and they were 
MORE than happy to remove customers who weren’t 
adhering to store policy. 

“You want to try and dick me over? I’m bored as shit and on 
minimum wage; trust me, I WILL find a way to turn that shit 
right around.” 

4) ProfessorZhirinovsky wrote: 

“New Year’s Eve, the year 2000. I was working security for 
this event. Firework show was over at the local park, 
everyone was leaving, and I heard a terrible scream behind 
me. A teenaged girl had fallen out of the tree she’d been in 
to watch the fireworks, onto the park bench below, and 
busted out her front teeth. 

“She was squealing and howling, and I got her to open her 
mouth so I could assess the damage. It was not good; teeth 
were broken off just below the gum line. Her jaw didn’t seem 
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to be broken, though, so there was that, and there wasn’t a 
lot of bleeding. I held her hand and told her that it was going 
to be all right, that the damage was fixable; that I’d had my 
own front teeth busted out, and they’d fixed it just fine, gave 
her my winning smile. (You really can’t see the damage.) I’d 
just gotten her down from screaming to crying when her 
mother showed up. I stood up to get out of the way and found 
there was this fucker (looked like a college student, 
accompanied by some girl of the same age) standing there 
not 10 feet away with a video-camera and a smile, filming 
this with great intensity, like it was the most exciting shit 
he’d ever seen. 

“I stood up to face him. ‘What the fuck is wrong with you?’ 

“The camera turned to me now, his smile got even bigger. 
Oh, boy, this video was just going to get better and better. 

"This girl is having the worst moment of her life, and you’re 
what? Gonna film it so you can enjoy it in the privacy of 
your own home?" 

“At this point I saw the change on the face of the girl he was 
with as it dawned on her that she was with a creep. She gave 
him this look of cautious disgust / concern and said, ‘Jake. 
Stop. We need to go.’ 

“He kept filming. He was just totally transfixed by it all. She 
looked at him for about four long seconds. ‘I’m leaving. 
NOW.’ she announced and walked away. He decided to 
reluctantly follow her, but walking backward, filming me 
standing there looking at him until they’d disappeared into 
the crowd. 

“I’ve sometimes wondered, when he viewed that footage 
later if it was really as awesome as he imagined it would be 
at the time. I think probably not.” 
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5) SlapstickSolo wrote, “One time I witnessed a car accident. 
A public domestic dispute transformed into the male 
hopping into a car and screeching away the wrong way down 
a one-way street into oncoming traffic and crashing at 
moderate speed. As the woman related to the male in the car 
collapsed at the side of the street weeping and screaming, I 
called the emergency services to get help. Out of 50 or more 
people on the street that day, only one person called 999. 
More than 20 people lined the road to film and gawk instead 
of help. I was a little sick of humanity that day.” 

6) Momoapukititojohn wrote, “I saw some creep taking a 
video of a homeless woman in Seattle who was obviously 
having a bad day. I confronted him and his response is, ‘I’m 
sending it to my wife, who is a nurse.’ Yeah, right, dude. I’m 
sure she would appreciate all of the laughing you were doing 
while recording it. I’ll never forget that. If you see 
something, speak up for someone who might not be able to.” 

7) catiebrownie wrote, “Me and my friend were wearing our 
bathing suits at a water park and one of the staff members 
was taking video of us. So, I went up to him and freaked out 
demanding he show me that he deleted it. We were like 14 
at the time and he was probably like 50. Now that I’m older 
and wiser, I know I should have reported him to the water 
park.” 

8) HoloSluttyBitch wrote: 

“One time I actually went verbally abusive towards my 
neighbour for this. 

“My fiancé is an epileptic. His seizures can be life-
threatening as they sometimes stop his heart. One evening 
last year, he had one of those and I had to perform CPR. I 
obviously simultaneously called an ambulance and they 
came shortly after, leaving the lights on because they had to 
park in the middle of the street. 
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“Now after a seizure, my fiancé is very disoriented. He 
doesn’t know where he is, who he is, who anyone else is, it 
sometimes differs, but it’s always bad. On this particular 
day, he remembered me and took to me for help in his 
confusion. He couldn’t feel his legs, he didn’t know what 
was happening, he didn’t realize he had only his underpants 
on. (We had gone to sleep about an hour before, and it was a 
very hot day.) He was bleeding from his mouth because he 
had bitten a tiny bit of his tongue off and his chest was red 
from me hitting it during CPR. He looked awful. 

“When the paramedics and I helped him outside to bring him 
to the ambulance, he wasn’t able to put any clothes on due 
to his disorientation and would shrug any blanket off 
because it was too hot. 

“The neighbour, alerted by the siren and lights of the 
ambulance, was standing outside his house, beer in hand, 
filming us. I helped put my fiancé into the ambulance and 
went to grab a bag of stuff for the hospital. My fiancé cried 
out for me like a lost child since I was the only person he 
recognised. It was heartbreaking. And my asshole of a 
neighbour filmed it all while laughing his drunken ass off. I 
went over, yelled at him in very explicit language and 
demanded he delete the video. He just laughed at me. 

“Well, joke was on him. I called the cops and they took the 
phone. He got to pay a fine for filming a person without 
permission (illegal in Germany) and now has orders to stay 
away from us. 

“I still wonder what he thought while doing this. Or if he 
thought anything at all.”4 

 
4 Source: erik316wttn, “People who take out their phones to record 
strangers who are having bad days: Why?” Reddit. AskReddit.14 May 
2021 < 
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5. “Who Are The Heroes Who Don’t Get Enough 
Credit?” 

Le_Fancy_Me wrote: 

“Morticia Adams. 

“Seriously, as a fictional role model she doesn’t get 
NEARLY enough credit. 

“When it comes to strong role models for women there are 
many amazing ones out there these days. Arya Stark, Eowyn, 
Wonder Woman, Ripley, Katniss, Rey, Mulan. I love all 
these characters and love that they are around to inspire 
young girls; they are amazing. But A LOT of them have 
something in common. 

“A lot of the time when media portrays a strong woman, they 
do so by giving her more masculine traits. Most notably they 
do so by making them a warrior of some kind. Either by skill 
or superpower. The warrior has traditionally been the role of 
men, as women weren’t allowed to fight, so seeing a woman 
step into that role and be amazing at it is satisfying. And 
many modern-day heroines overcome great adversity and 
difficulty before they are finally fully accepted as powerful 
and strong and are winning the respect of others. However, 
because it’s such a common narrative nowadays, it can paint 
the picture that women NEED to adapt masculine roles or 
traits to be strong. 

“Especially when there is a ‘strong’ female lead who either 
rejects or fails at stereotypical classic femininity and 
displays more traditional stereotypical masculine traits 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nc8fis/people_who_tak
e_out_their_phones_to_record/ >. 
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versus a weak / evil / mean character who is more 
traditionally feminine. 

“And it can really feed into this ‘not like other girls’ 
mentality where we feel the need to prove how cool we are 
by showing how different we are from the norm. Rejecting 
more ‘girly’ things that are often looked down upon and 
considered silly / shallow / vain. 

“However, Morticia Adams is the perfect example of a 
person who is incredibly strong without necessarily 
displaying any tomboy-ish traits. Sure, she isn’t exactly a 
girly-girly like Elle Woods in Legally Blonde. But she 
definitely displays a lot of traditionally feminine traits. And 
it is exactly THOSE traits that display her absolute strength 
as a woman and (most importantly) as a person. 

“She is a wife and woman and she (frankly) kicks ass at both. 
She’s supportive and attentive and understanding. Through 
these traits she protects and nourishes those around her and 
holds the family unit together. She openly and honestly 
communicates with her husband and those around her and 
listens to them as well. She’s an equal partner in her marriage 
but never has to resort to emasculating or looking down on 
her husband. She’s constantly showing her love and 
dedication to him and doesn’t manipulate or play with him. 
Just a constant source of support and understanding and love. 

“On top of that she’s a beautiful, sensual woman. But only 
because that is the way she IS. Not to get something out of 
it, whether that be achieving a goal, something physical, or 
getting attention / validation from those around her. She 
openly flirts with her husband and only him. She doesn’t 
carry herself like an asexual virgin mother, but she never 
strays into vulgarity. 

“That isn’t to say that if she were different she’d necessarily 
be bad. It’s important to showcase a variety of strong and 
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flawed women in media because there is no one right way to 
be as a person or a woman. But she’s by far one of my 
favourite female role models for young women. She’s a 
perfect example of who may seem to fit into the ‘less 
glamorous’ roles of wife and mother. But she’s her own 
person and a confident one at that. She doesn’t break out of 
gender norms because she can’t but because she doesn’t 
need or want to. She’s perfectly comfortable as herself, 
regardless of whether or not that requires her to break some 
norms or how society perceives her. 

“Addams Family Values Morticia Adams is probably my fav 
(but I am biased). However, Morticia is my girl in any 
version! 

“She doesn’t need to chug beer, swing a sword, ride a 
motorcycle, or wear a leather jacket. My girl Morticia is 
rocking her own style and she’s doing it her way.”5 

6. “What Is A Simple, Painful Fact That People Need To 
Just Get Over And Accept?” 

1) hungry_bird_007 wrote, “Sometimes you don’t get 
closure. You just have to move on.” 

FreePaleontologist99 commented, “Exactly. That, and only 
you can give you closure. The moment you choose to accept, 
reflect, and move on is the moment you’ve achieved closure. 
No one else is responsible for it. Same with forgiveness — 
it isn’t something you can just demand from other people 
because you want to feel better.” 

 
5 Source: MauiMadMan, “Who are the hero’s that don’t get enough 
credit?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nm37xj/who_are_the
_heros_that_dont_get_enough_credit/ >. 
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2) sanga17 wrote, “Nothing stays gold. Enjoy the moment 
while you can because not everything perfect currently will 
stay perfect.” 

3) mara-ese wrote, “Your life can change in the blink of an 
eye, and there’s nothing you can do to stop it.” 

rockey_door wrote: 

“Around a year ago my dad had a stroke. He survived, but I 
can see he aged like 20 years in this last year, due to the 
aftereffects. (He can talk, but most words come out wrong, 
he has a lot of trouble walking and sometimes even 
remembering things.) He was the sole breadwinner to my 
family, and we were well off, since he was one of the most 
renowned doctors in my medium-sized town. Now my 
siblings, my mother, and I are selling snacks so we can pay 
the bills and not move. I am looking for a paid internship 
everyday so I can help with the bills here, but since I just 
started college, it’s been hard to find one. 

“Love today and be thankful for what you have because 
tomorrow it may not be here. Drink water, show love to who 
you love and avoid fighting about small things, life’s too 
short to live fighting.” 

cameforthevibe commented, “‘I just won.’ Blink. 
Checkmate.” 

The_Queef_of_England responded, “Unfortunately, it can 
change in a non-blink of an eye, too.” 

4) analogclock0 wrote, “Most of us will not be 
extraordinary, by definition. Most of us will have small, 
hopefully nice and quiet lives, with little impact or grand 
legacy. And that is not failure.” 

Brendonicious commented, “Conversely, there will be a 
small handful people in your life you will have the 
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opportunity to instill your legacy in. The memories and 
stories you give your friends and family will last longer than 
any gift or item you can give them. My grandfather left me 
nothing but his leather jacket, but I can recite every one of 
the stories from his life by heart. Be kind and be light-
hearted, and give those you love the gift of your presence.” 

5) Miserable_Panda6979 wrote, “Not everyone you meet in 
life will like you.” 

CrustyTowel commented, “And to this that people will 
dislike you for little to no reason at all. People at times can 
take the smallest cues as insults and use that to form an 
opinion on somebody they don’t even know. Whether it’s 
out of jealousy or just not being in a good mood. We are 
strange creatures.” 

6) Fristbyte6686 quoted Jean-Luc Picard, “It is possible to 
commit no mistakes and still lose. That is not a weakness. 
That is life.” 

7) Caladan109 wrote, “Enjoy the now, prepare for 
tomorrow, and rarely worry about what the world thinks of 
you.” 

McKeon1921 quoted Marcus Aurelius: “It never ceases to 
amaze me: We all love ourselves more than other people, but 
we care more about their opinions than our own.” 

gotogarrett responded, “That would make an excellent toast. 
:)” 

Lemming)nThRunITG responded, “Great. Now I’m 
hungry.” 

8) Chusplus wrote, “Your body is fragile and you can die 
24/7, anywhere, in a thousand different ways.” 
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garodie82 commented, “Truth. My son’s friend died last 
week from an aortic dissection that led to a stroke. He was 
12.” 

BeautifulSoul28 responded: 

“That is so, so sad. 

“A family friend’s eight-year-old son fell from about three 
feet, landed wrong, and died. It was awful and so 
unexpected. Three feet. Kids fall off bunk beds, slides, 
trampolines, etc., that are higher than three feet all the time 
and are just fine. All it took was for him to land in the wrong 
position and he was gone. Freaking awful.” 

Tkieron commented: 

“A former coworker took her three kids to the lake to swim. 
Her eight-year-old son got pulled under by a current and got 
stuck. The rescue people were able to pull his body out after 
30 minutes but by then he was dead. 

“She turned to drugs and alcohol and would show up at work 
slurring words and having trouble working. 

“Just a summer weekend at the lake.” 

9) dmitry5706 wrote, “Bad things happen to good people.” 

Knightmare945 commented, “And good things happen to 
bad people.”6 

 
6 Source: RegularGuyy, “What is a simple, painful fact that people need 
to just get over and accept?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nol5mp/what_is_a_sim
ple_painful_fact_that_people_need_to/ >. 
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7. “What’s A Terrifying Fact That Will Surely Keep Us 
Up Tonight?” 

1) InvalidIceberg wrote, “Brain aneurysms can sit dormant 
for years and then suddenly kill you. You might have one 
just waiting to pop at any minute and you’d never know it.” 

EmiliaEMT commented: 

“This does scare me a little bit, but even more so just makes 
me sad. We are such fragile beings and there’s so much 
beauty in this world to be seen and experienced. 

“I don’t want it all to end just like that.” 

AussieLizard commented, “Probably a good way to go, 
actually.” 

Raincoats_George wrote: 

“It’s quick, once it happens you are checked out, the real pain 
is for those around you. 

“I’ve been present for the final moments of a lot of people in 
the hospital. There are absolutely worse ways to go. We all 
must die, it’s not some terrible thing if it can be relatively 
painless and quick. 

“What’s important is people truly understand this. When it’s 
time, it’s time. What often happens is family cannot accept 
that it’s time and they push for us to keep their 90-year-old 
grandparent alive for days and weeks with no possibility of 
improvement. The patient is literally tortured for no reason 
until they inevitably expire. 

“Death is normal. It is ok. Our goal should be to give people 
the longest amount of functional life possible and then ease 
their passing with minimal suffering. Death should be a 
celebration of a well-lived life. Not something we fight 
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against and attempt to prevent when it is obvious that it is 
inevitable.” 

2) yourlittlebirdie wrote: 

“A solar flare could completely devastate the world’s 
modern infrastructure and there’s basically nothing we can 
do about it. 

“< 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/article/11030
2-solar-flares-sun-storms-earth-danger-carrington-event-
science >.” 

Inflatabledartboard4 commented, “Even scarier, a 
Carrington event-level flare narrowly missed Earth in 2012. 
The estimated economic impact of such an event is 2 trillion 
USD. The probability that this will happen in the next 10 
years is about 12%.”7 

8. “Criminal Lawyers Of Reddit, What Was That One 
Incident That Made You Think, ‘How Can Someone 
Possibly Do This?’” 

AnathemaMaranatha wrote: 

“Sometimes the crime is so stupid and dangerous that it is its 
own punishment. Here’s a story I wrote two years ago about 
some bank robbers who were saved by the police: 

“I was just coming on board with the DA’s [District 
Attorney’s] office, and this is the first case that landed in my 

 
7 Source: phuccyoubih, “What’s a terrifying fact that will surely keep 
us up tonight?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nor20u/whats_a_terrify
ing_fact_that_will_surely_keep_us/ >. 
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lap. For me at least, it was an education in just how far afield 
of sanity one can fly on cocaine. 

“In 1983, I was the Deputy DA for two and half counties in 
a six county Judicial District in the rural west. I had an office 
that included only me and a secretary in a storefront in one 
of the county seats. The town was also a ski town. So yeah, 
some drugs. 

“My first time in court was a pre-trial hearing for some bank 
robbers. They weren’t exactly professionals. They were, in 
fact, restauranteurs who had a typical ski-town experience: 

“They opened up a nifty restaurant, which was immediately 
successful. They worked like dogs, seldom saw their 
families, built the business into a money-making machine. 
And when they finally had it all up and running smoothly, 
they decided to celebrate some. 

“At first, there was plenty of money for coke. Work, work, 
work, party, party, party, ski, ski, ski. Seemed like it would 
last forever. 

“It didn’t. Had to cut back on the restaurant because money 
for coke had a higher priority. Finally, they arrived at a place 
where none of the pending bills could be paid, if more coke 
was to be purchased. This was unacceptable. 

“So they decided to rob a bank. The bank in question had 
been previously (in the last century) stuck up by Butch 
Cassidy [died 1908]. and the Sundance Kid and the Hole in 
the Wall Gang, so maybe that was the inspiration. 

“The Bank was proud of that. It was a local bank, with a big 
vault, and a two-ton roundish safe on rollers that they kept 
in the lobby because it was pretty neat. 

“Our restauranteurs didn’t want to do something so 
dangerous as barge into the bank and steal money face-to-
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face. Instead, they rented the office next door to the bank. 
They were going to tunnel in. 

“Which they did. Got all the way under the foundation of 
their building, under the foundation of the bank, and finally 
tunneled right under the vault. 

“People in the Bank reported funny noises. Eventually the 
local Marshals began sniffing around. 

“Good thing, too. Our boys had reached the floor of the 
vault, and they were appalled to find rebar in the concrete. 
What to do? Oxy-acetylene torch! That’s the ticket. 

“Visualize this — I heard it first at that court hearing. They 
had tunneled down under two building foundations, and then 
up under the vault. No ventilation. 

“Now if they had crawled under there and lit that torch, the 
oxygen in their little sub-vault chamber would have been 
used up in no time flat. The trouble was that lack of oxygen 
does not provoke any reaction in humans. You begin to gasp 
for breath when the CO2 content in your body becomes too 
high. That requires physical effort, and it takes some time. 
Time they didn’t have. By the time they realized they were 
out of oxygen, they would be asphyxiating — not enough 
energy to crawl back out of that tunnel. Dead meat. 

“It was worse than that. Suppose they had ventilated, and the 
cops were slower on the uptake. What then? Here’s what. 
Remember that two-ton safe on wheels? What the robbers 
didn’t know was that every night at closing, they rolled that 
safe into the vault. 

“So, had they gotten through the rebar, it was just a matter 
of time before a two-ton safe came crashing down on them, 
like some bad out-take featuring the hapless Coyote in a 
Roadrunner Loony Tune. 
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“The cops got to them just in time. That’s actually what one 
of them said to the judge at my hearing. They were so 
grateful. 

“They had been in the county slammer for a maybe three 
months, so they had time to dry out. They thanked everyone 
who busted them. They threw themselves on the mercy of 
the court. 

“And this is the part that stuck with me. They made a very 
convincing case that they did not even recognize those two 
coked-out bandits as themselves. To them, it seemed like 
alien entities had taken over their bodies. The coke has a 
mind of its own. 

“The more I dealt with coke (and meth, too), the more likely 
that unlikely excuse seemed. I’m not a doctor, but my 
experience is that the drugs we sell, legally and illegally, are 
not much different than the zombie drugs that drive a rabid 
rabbit to attack a fox. The drugs have an agenda all their 
own. 

“So yeah, coke is fun. It’s like putting rabies up yer nose.  

Good for the rabies, I guess. Not for anyone else.”8 

 
8 Source: signalproc, “Criminal Lawyers of Reddit, what was that one 
incident that made you think, ‘How can someone possibly do this?’” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 31 Mat 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/np0irg/criminal_lawyer
s_of_reddit_what_was_that_one/ >. 
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9. “People Who Work At 5-Star Hotels: What Type Of 
Shit Goes On That Management Doesn’t Want People To 
Know?” 

1) Cool-Lemon-7662 wrote, “A lot of lonely people going 
on vacation to end their life. Happens a lot but is never 
mentioned on the news.” 

Cool-Lemon-7662 added, “Yup. The worst is you being the 
last person they talk to. They don’t confess about taking their 
life, only complain about family not supporting them for 
whatever reason. Londoners are the highest risk in the hotel 
my friend works at. Some companies hold events for their 
workers and don’t allow them to get rooms above the 3rd 
floor.” 

2) hipstertrashbird wrote, “Watching for signs of sex 
trafficking, lots of cheating spouses there under fake names 
(and you can’t confirm if they’re there when the spouse calls 
pissed), jacuzzi and swimming pool deaths (usually from 
alcohol), guests expose themselves to female staff frequently 
(especially to housekeepers and room service), people will 
legit give you keys to their rooms, sometimes dealing with 
really shitty organizations for their banquets’ expenses, etc. 
One cool thing is that you can buy pillows, mattresses, etc., 
from many hotel brands if you really enjoyed your sleep at a 
hotel.” 

3) candybarkiller wrote: 

“I worked in five-star hotels in Beverly Hills. Boy, do I have 
stories: 

• Sheikh picks up a hooker in the bar, takes her to his 
room. She roofies him and steals tens of thousands of 
dollars of cash, watches, and valuables. 
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• Husbands who will say hello to staff with their 
mistress on their arm on Thursday night and their 
wife on Friday night. 

• Famous teen celebrity left a room full of needles and 
various drug paraphernalia behind for housekeeping 
to clean up. 

• Middle Eastern royalty ships in multiple Ferraris and 
Lamborghinis to the hotel from their home country 
to drive for the week; caught drag racing later that 
night by the cops in the neighborhoods of Beverly 
Hills. 

• Largest checkout bill I’ve ever seen was roughly $2 
million for guest who rented out an entire floor of 
suites for three weeks, promptly paid via wire 
transfer. 

• Had to procure $100k cash for a guest whose wife 
wanted to shop on Rodeo Drive the next morning, the 
local bank doesn’t even have that much. Had to get 
an armored car from the central LA bank branch to 
deliver.” 

4) Who_dat_22 wrote: 

“I didn’t work at one, but I delivered newspapers to one. 

“The prostitution thing was something the desk saw a lot. 
The best one was when a gentleman got robbed by two 
young ladies and immediately demanded the front desk call 
the cops. When the desk asked if he wanted to call the cops 
and tell them he hired two hookers (illegal) … he suddenly 
just grunted and marched up to his room.” 

chupawhat wrote: 

“I worked night audit for a while, and had one dude call a 
hooker, enjoy her services, and then refuse to pay her. 
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“She came to me, said she’d been raped, so I call the cops. 
dude gets rousted from bed at 3 am to talk to the cops in the 
lobby. 

“The whole time she’s yelling, ‘If you need a DNA sample, 
I’ve got some in my mouth,’ the cops are trying to explain to 
the guy that his options are paying her or going to jail for 
rape and solicitation, and I’m trying to use my best 
customer-service skills to keep everyone quiet and gently 
hint to the dude where the ATM is. 

“The best part was, this was night one of a week-long stay, 
so I got to see him every day after that.” 

5) KaneMomona wrote: 

“Dead people. In some places there’s a reasonable chance 
somebody has died in your bed. Obviously, it varies with the 
type of hotel and its clientele, but some places you get deaths 
weekly (not that the hotel is unsafe but unfit old people over-
exerting themselves). One place I worked maybe 40% of the 
beds had been died in. 

“Bedbugs. They happen in every hotel. You might be paying 
$5k a night but your luggage was in the hold with everyone 
else’s. If there’s only one or two bugs and none in the 
adjacent rooms (diamond style, so above, below, and both 
sides) then you brought them in. 

“You know what I never saw happen? Maids stealing. 
Everyone always points at the maids when they lose stuff but 
we always found it. No way the maids are risking their jobs 
over your used iPad or mall jewelry. With tips they make 
pretty decent money.” 

6) bhs1987 wrote, “When we see ‘Instagram influencer’ on 
your booking, we roll our eyes.” 



 34 

 

bhs1987 added that “the influencer will usually tell us at the 
time of booking (obviously hoping for free shit) and that note 
will be added to the booking. If they are big enough, they’ll 
end up dealing with our sales and marketing team, and 
probably get complimentary shit. But the staff still couldn’t 
give a shit. We get genuinely rich and famous people come 
in, who are the best in their field, and as other people have 
mentioned, they are usually quiet and the least trouble. 
Influencers are generally the worst.” 

7) Triddy wrote: 

“The scale. 

“Management wants things to be automatic for you. A 
person there when you need them and every item you could 
need, before you need it. But the scale of that is purposefully 
hidden. 

“For example, You see your housekeeper. 

“You might see that there are five other housekeepers on that 
floor, a houseman per floor and a special request delivery 
person, if you look closely. 

“You don’t see the four to six desk workers manning the 
radios so that we know when to enter certain rooms, who 
wants special pillows, how we manage the three rooms that 
all want service at 1PM or replacing rooms that asked for no 
service. 

“You don’t see the six supervisors spot-checking check-out 
rooms for cleanliness. Nor do you see the laundry teams, 
plural. (Sheets and Guest Laundry are separate, and Guest 
Laundry is split into Dry Cleaning and Non Dry Clean.) You 
might see the public parlor attendants, but you probably 
won’t see the team cleaning the pool or deep cleaning the 
gym sauna. 
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“At 7:30AM every morning, the service area just explodes 
with activity, like you kicked two ant nests at once. Sixty 
housekeepers on a single shift? Guess it’s a slow day. 

“And that’s just housekeeping. 

“We have three industrial-scale kitchens for various 
purposes! Four if you count pastries! Security teams! 
Contact companies for large events! Teams of engineers in 
every specialty. I don’t even know where the IT office is, but 
we do have one! I’m one of the more knowledgeable on 
where to find items for special requests and I still find new 
storage rooms every other week. We found a 1930’s printing 
press nobody knew we had! 

“It’s fucking wild how many moving parts there are. 
Flipping 500 rooms in a day while setting up for two 
$1,000,000 weddings simultaneously. Fulfilling 100 Room 
Service Orders while catering those weddings while running 
our restaurant. Fixing a leaky shower head in the pool while 
ensuring a guest had an extra couch in their room for the kid 
who just loves couch beds. All of this together is called ‘An 
average Tuesday in Summer.’”9 

10. “What’s A Good Deed That Backfired?” 

Minaowl wrote: 

“I was once babysitting, and one of the girls (around nine) 
wanted to make me tea. This was a very big deal for her 
because she’d never made tea or anything like that for 
anyone outside of the family, and she was very nervous. So 

 
9 Source: catstevenseagal, “People who work at 5 Star Hotels: what 
type of shit goes on that management doesn’t want people to know?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 1 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nq9fjc/people_who_wo
rk_at_5_star_hotels_what_type_of/ >. 
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I drank all of it, made sure she knew how much I liked it, 
thanked her, etc. 

“Turns out that one of her parents was doing a detox, and 
this was a detox tea. Luckily, this was the only house I 
babysat at that had a heated toilet seat. (After they went to 
bed, I spent the rest of the night on the toilet.)”10 

11. “People Who’ve Quit Their Job On The Spot, What 
Did It For You?” 

1) IjustCummed wrote, “First job ever. McDonald’s inside a 
Walmart. Busy Saturday with a line out the door and the 
manager yells at me to stop taking orders because she can’t 
keep up. I was 15 at the time and therefore not old enough to 
work the grill so I asked what I should do. She told me if I 
was too dumb to know, she didn’t need me there. So I was 
like, ‘Yeah, I guess you’ve got this covered then,’ clocked 
out, tossed my hat on the ground and strolled out the front 
door as she pleaded for me to come back … I wish 31-year-
old me had the balls that 15-year-old me had. Lol.” 

2) trippedwire wrote: 

“I was the overnight assistant manager at Walmart a long 
time ago and was scheduled for 12-hour shifts with only six 
to eight associates a night to stock an entire store. It was a 
pretty high volume store so it would get a GM [General 
Merchandise?] and a grocery truck every night. GM trucks 
would have about 2000 boxes of merch and the grocery 
would be about 1300-1500 pieces. You have to prioritize 
grocery obviously because it expires, so I would put every 
employee in grocery. Every one of them had their particular 

 
10 Source: Moag14, “What do only dumb people pay for?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 1 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nq4kx6/what_do_only
_dumb_people_pay_for/ >. 
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aisles and refused to go anywhere else. If someone called in, 
I did their job on top of managing the entire store. It fucking 
sucked, and I got regularly yelled at by the store manager for 
not getting everything done. This meant working two to four 
hours past the end of my shift to finish stocking and scanning 
overstock. 

“One night, I had four call-ins; this meant I had only two 
employees working and me. I stocked four aisles by myself, 
faced the store, scanned overstock, and still had to run the 
overnight operations of the store. I messaged my co-
managers (the management structure was so convoluted) 
that I had literally no one and I was doing everything I could. 
They got the department managers to come in early to help 
stock their sections, but that meant there wasn’t as much 
coverage for the day. 

“The store manager comes in at 7:30 every day to inspect 
work and give notes to assistant managers for what needs 
fixed for the day. He came in and saw all the department 
managers stocking their merch and flipped his shit on me. 
Called me into his office and put me on with our market 
manager and they both just ripped me apart. I explained the 
situation and they literally said, ‘That’s not a fucking excuse 
to not do your job. You should have told them to come in 
and do their job or write them up.’ I looked at my store 
manager and said, ‘Nope. I’m done.’ Threw my badge and 
keys on the table and walked out. Said goodbye to my (now 
former) employees and friends, got in my car, and never 
looked back. 

“TL;DR Horrible situation at Walmart, got ripped apart by 
my bosses for not completing an impossible task, was told I 
should have write up sick employees for not showing up, 
walked out and never came back.” 

3) follow_your_lines wrote: 
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“I was planning on quitting anyway, but this was just an 
expedited timeline. 

“I was working at a popular quick-service salad restaurant as 
an assistant manager. During the interview, I specifically 
said I could not work nights and weekend and they were like, 
‘Ok, cool, no problem.’ 

“After my training and opening a store, I got my actual 
schedule: Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Monday, Tuesday 
from 3pm-11pm. I couldn’t fucking believe it. 

“A GM [General Manager] from another store must have 
seen how unhappy I was and was like, ‘What the fuck are 
you doing here?’ I basically shrugged and said, ‘I don’t 
know.’ She told the area manager who called a meeting with 
me within the hour. The area manager was like, ‘Your role 
is to support the GM in whatever she needs. You have to love 
your job, otherwise you can’t work here. Can you commit to 
this?’ And I thought about it for .0004 seconds and said, 
‘Nope. I can’t commit to that. Consider this my notice. I’ll 
send it formally tomorrow with a final date.’ 

“And how am I? I’m fucking grand. I took a few months off 
(I was planning to quit, so I was saving up) and worked with 
a job coach and found a job that fit my interests and I have 
now been there for five years.” 

4) -Glitter-Herpes- wrote: 

“I worked in an Italian restaurant where I basically did 
everything except cook. The manager was a Portuguese guy 
who was horrible and constantly swore at me in Portuguese 
(chefs who were also Portuguese would tell me). They 
underpaid us, but to make up for it, we could help ourselves 
to bottles of wine to take home at the end of every shift (18-
year-old me loved that). I also worked there with my 
boyfriend, who was very camp and obviously gay. 
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“One shift we both worked together for a large group of 
people who had just been to a wedding ceremony, I assume 
it was a meal out before hitting the wedding reception, and 
this group were the roughest, chavviest arseholes you can 
imagine. I was already stressed out because my boyfriend 
and I working alone to cater for their every need was bad 
enough but after a few drinks the men in the group started 
being homophobic towards us, so I refused them service at 
the bar. 

“The manager came upstairs to us after I assume one guest 
complained, and completely tore me and my boyfriend apart 
in front of all the guests. Completely humiliating and the 
final straw. We both simply went downstairs after the 
manager left, while the guests were still screaming at us to 
be served more booze, we packed six bottles of wine and 
shoved them into our backpacks, and simply walked out for 
a smoke … and just kept walking until we got to boyfriend’s 
house. Never went back.”11 

12. “What’s A Compliment You Don’t Like Receiving 
And Why?” 

1) AG_Squared wrote, “When people try to make my 
disability into an inspiration. I don’t exist to inspire people, 
particularly healthy people, to ‘keep going.’ I’m just a 
person, doing my best with what I’m given.” 

awfulmcnofilter commented, “‘You’re so brave!’ Well, my 
alternative is wallowing in self-pity and being miserable, so 
what do you expect me to do?” 

TheDiplocrap commented: 

 
11 Source: FireLampan, “People who’ve quit their job on the spot - 
what did it for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nqk1ld/people_whove_
quit_their_job_on_the_spot_what_did/ >. 
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“I was going to say this one, too. I’m not disabled, but it’s a 
common thing for a trans person to hear. 

“Brave? I think you misunderstand my situation. I’m not 
being trans for fun. 

“I don’t take it personally; I know they mean well, and I try 
to hear it as a compliment. But, it’s weird because I don’t 
feel like I had a choice in it. This is just how I am.” 

BeneejSpoor commented: 

“They usually do mean well. The world is genuinely 
tumultuous when it comes to trans lives and often the remark 
of bravery comes from a compassion towards a trans 
person’s willingness to risk life and limb to be their authentic 
self. 

“But these people often don’t realize how much of a 
Kobayashi Maru being trans typically is. It’s hell to be out 
and transitioning. It’s equally hell to be in the closet and 
suffering dysphoria. The only difference is that the former is 
predicated on culture and society and can be changed. The 
latter is just torture.” 

Note by David Bruce: “The Kobayashi Maru is a training 
exercise in the fictional Star Trek universe designed to test 
the character of Starfleet Academy cadets in a no-win 
scenario.” — Wikipedia 

< https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kobayashi_Maru > 

cap_slinger commented about people with disabilities, not 
trans people, “My wife and I were actually just talking about 
a British cooking show that has a lady with only two fingers 
on the one hand and they literally never brought it up. My 
wife said if it was an American show they would have been 
milking the disability for ratings, which sadly is probably 
somewhat true.” 
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So_Motarded responded, “Great British Bake-off? They’ve 
featured several contestants with various disabilities, and 
just never mentioned it beyond what the contestant says 
during the competition. It’s fantastic!” 

cwathen999 responded, “Not OC [Original Commenter], but 
yes, that’s it. They never even mentioned it, refreshing. Sort 
of like how a gay character is just gay, it doesn’t define them. 
Nor is it something they have to overcome. I thought Schitts 
Creek did this well with David.” 

2) The_Atlas_Moth wrote: 

“‘But you would make such a great mother!’ 

“I literally just told you I would be a terrible parent. I know 
this about myself. You do not need to sugarcoat it for me. I 
don’t care if your limited interaction with me while I’m on 
my best social behavior makes you think I would be a good 
mom. You have not seen my darkest days and you never 
will. Next time you feel the urge to say something like this, 
instead say, ‘I’m glad you know yourself well and choose 
not to take on a commitment you don’t feel comfortable 
with.’ Hear me when I tell you we are protecting ourselves 
and potential kids by choosing to not become parents.” 

SyntaxRex commented, “Some people are terrible when it 
comes to parental boundaries. I’ve told several of my family 
members that I’m never having kids for the exact reason you 
listed and many, especially my dad, refuse to believe it. 
Some say it’s just a phase (I’m in my 30s) and that I’d make 
a wonderful dad. Finally I got so fed up that I admitted to 
some that I had a vasectomy a few years ago and that usually 
shuts them up.” 

3) eskimoexplosion wrote, “Being a minority who was born 
in the US. ‘Wow your English is really good.’” 

ask-me-about-my-ween wrote: 
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“I was literally getting fucked by a guy when he said, ‘Your 
English is really good (I’m half Mexican and white) mid 
pump. 

“Couldn’t help but have a ‘the fuck did you just say?’ face 
and responded with ‘I would hope so since it’s the only 
language I know.’ Killed the mood big time.”12 

13. “Hotel Maids Of Reddit, What Are Some Small 
Things We Can Do Before Checking Out Of Our Rooms 
To Make Your Lives Easier?” 

1) emiSaurRawr wrote: 

“Not a housekeeper per se but ex-hotel manager. 

“Just leave it cleanish and don’t shit on anything. Everything 
gets cleaned regardless of what you do. Just don’t be an 
asshole. 

“Also, housekeepers love thank you notes. Nor would you 
believe the joy they get when there’s a couple bucks leftover 
clearly designated for them. I’ve seen plenty of 
housekeepers cry over a couple bucks.” 

Mysterious_Double999 wrote, “I second this as a house 
cleaner, if you just write a simple note with a small tip, our 
day would be a 1000 times better!” 

emiSaurRawr added, “Make sure the tip is very clearly for 
the housekeeper / housecleaner. There’s a litany of rules on 
not touching money.” 

 
12 Source: eflor52, “what’s a compliment you don’t like receiving and 
why?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nqjyhq/whats_a_compl
iment_you_dont_like_receiving_and_why/ >. 
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Mysterious_Double999 added, “Which is why the note 
helps! Because otherwise I won’t touch any money 
anywhere.” 

emiSaurRawr responded, “Yup, yup! Too many Karens 
already accuse the poor gals of stealing as is.” 

AeolianMelodies commented, “I remember when we went 
in Dominican Republic in high school, my roommate and I 
were leaving gifts for the housekeeper. At first we thought 
leaving them on the pillows would make it clear enough that 
it was for them, but it turns out they’re SO afraid of being 
accused of theft and losing their jobs that they did not take 
it. We ended up leaving it on a table with a note (in Spanish) 
saying that this was a gift to thank them, and only then did 
they take it.” 

WatchandThings commented, “My parents had always left a 
tip at the end of our stay, so I had thought that it was a given 
thing that we tip hotel staff. Kind of like how you tip at 
restaurants. I didn’t realize it was optional.” 

emiSaurRawr responded, “Optional and not done often. 
Your parents made a lot of housekeepers’ days.” 

Layer-Motor commented, “I always leave a tip and a note 
daily for the maids. It is usually about $5 a day, and I usually 
get a thank-you note back.” 

2) MongooseProXC wrote, “Grab your shit! Seriously, make 
sure you have all your shit with you before you leave the 
room. We’re not your mom.” 

Amockeryofthecistern asked, “Do you not appreciate the 
lifetime supply of phone chargers?” 

3) Mortmen wrote: 

“I used to be a housekeeper at a large hotel. Tips are always 
nice, even $2, but not necessary if you can’t afford it. (I 
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actually made very few tips at a luxury hotel.) It’s our job to 
clean your room, so don’t feel like you have to start the 
cleaning process but we generally have only 30 minutes per 
room so just don’t leave it in a disastrous state. 

“If you actually want to make the job easier for a 
housekeeper, this is what I do: put garbage in the garbage 
bins. Empty water bottles and cans before putting them in 
the recycling bin. Consolidate ‘like’ items, so all towels can 
be dumped together in the bathtub. Throw out used amenities 
(soaps, shampoo, conditioner, coffee pods, used creamers) 
unless the hotel has some kind of recycling program for that 
stuff (ours did not). Put all the used cups and mugs together 
on a table. A tidy room and a thank you note with a couple 
bucks will make their day. :)” 

4) RosaliyaKuktiene wrote, “Flush the toilets, please. 
Leaving a toilet behind for me that looks like a lovely open 
septic tank is really just mean.”13 

14. “Teachers Of Reddit, What Was A ‘I Don’t Get Paid 
Enough For This Shit’ Moment For You?” 

1) dadookas436 wrote: 

“I teach high school math and, as many teachers do, had 
cafeteria duty periodically. Had a kid failing pretty bad in 
my 4th period (right after lunch) who hadn’t come to class 
in two weeks. It wasn’t too surprising, low SES [Socio-
Economic Situation] school, student had home issues and 
really didn’t care much for school as a whole. I had called 
his home multiple times before and gotten no response, so I 

 
13 Source: TalllOakTree, “Hotel Maids of Reddit, What are some small 
things we can do before checking out of our rooms to make your lives 
easier?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nrhdyh/hotel_maids_of
_reddit_what_are_some_small_things/ >. 
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stopped about midway through Q3 when I realized, and 
informed the parents via voicemail, that he had no shot of 
earning credit for the year with how badly he failed the first 
semester (21%). In the last week of school, I saw him come 
into the cafeteria for the first time that quarter, hang out with 
his friends, play basketball, and then leave towards the 
classrooms with everyone else. He took what I thought was 
the long route to my class and after 10 minutes of him not 
being in class I realized he wasn’t going to make it. Marked 
him absent and went on with my day.  

“His mom finally returned my calls later that day to assert 
that her child went to school today and therefore should be 
passing. Had to take a deep breath before telling her that 
there are students who come to class every day and still 
aren’t passing, one day is just not enough, and further, he 
came into the building for lunch, played basketball, and left 
before 4th period started. She didn’t like that very much and 
called the principal. Principal ended up backing me up, but 
it went on all Summer as the superintendent had to get 
involved. All the while that she was fighting my grade, said 
student hadn’t attended a single day of the Summer school 
class. I taught the Summer school class and he failed that, 
too.” 

2) EweCanGoFuckYourself wrote: 

“After the Santa Fe school shooting, we had a kid bring a 
gun on campus. Thankfully he was caught before anything 
happened; one of his friends snitched on him. We still ended 
up on lock down. 

“The solution to the incident was ‘randomly’ select teachers 
from each campus, district had only three, and put them 
through a Marshal program with Houston PD. Spent the 
summer doing that. 
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“They told the insurance which ones were Marshaled so we 
had to pay more due to being high risk. No bump in pay. & 
no clear answers on WTF I had to do if the situation 
happened again. Can’t leave my kids alone in the room, but 
have to respond to an active shooter. Guns had to be in lock 
boxes while in the classroom with students, so if a shooter 
did come in, I guess I was supposed to ask them to wait and 
let me get my piece?” 

3) BetterTreat wrote, “Lol, the wife is a teacher. She got told 
by one mom not to congratulate other kids on a job well done 
in the presence of her kid, as it made her kid feel bad not to 
be the best student. My wife put in notice because nut-job 
mothers are ruining her mental health.” 

4) SalemScout wrote: 

“They wanted me to walk a 6’6”, 18-year-old gang member 
to and from his car every day so that he wouldn’t get into 
fights with the other gang members at the school. 

“I’m a 5’7” scrawny-ass white girl. 

“I told them I would ask Eduardo to pretty please not start 
fights on the school grounds. That was the best I could 
offer.” 

5) whiskey_agogo wrote: 

“I got paid $11 an hour to teach piano (This was in 2007. 
This is unbearably low for the random hours you’re given, 
impossibility of full-time, and having to do tons of lesson 
prep outside of teaching). 

“I had a mother who would put her ear up against the door 
of the room, for the whole lesson. The SECOND I would 
show an example (if I say, ‘Try positioning your hand like 
this,’ and I’d play the line from the piece) the mom would 
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open the door and say, ‘This is my daughter’s lesson, I want 
to hear less of you playing, thanks.’ 

“And she would just fucking stand there! There was a 
secretary in the waiting room who I mentioned this to, and 
she says, ‘She’s paying for the lesson,’ and sided with the 
mom. 

“Also … this daughter was on the 3rd book from a beginner 
/ primer series. The mom signed her up for the Grade 3 
conservatory exam, and she told me only after the refund 
period was up. She says, ‘Well, my daughter IS taking this 
exam,’ and I tried to make the comparison … like a kid doing 
‘beginner class 3’ of swimming taking a 3rd year diving 
exam or something. It just made ZERO SENSE, and I don’t 
know where she even found the information! 

“Fuck, that was stressful! And the pay! Not worth it.” 

6) Tenderdump wrote, “This entire year. I had a dad yell at 
me because I taught my GOV class that Trump was 
impeached (this was before the second one). That whole 
meeting was shitshow. Another pair of parents went to the 
board to complain that my assistant was being mean to their 
daughter (she wasn’t). So many students refused to wear 
masks and the admin didn’t care. One of the admin was clear 
about being anti-mask in public and on social media. Most 
of the boys in my class were enamored by the smooth 
stylings of Ben Shapiro. I had a student who did NOTHING 
all year. We tried everything to get her to work. I contacted 
her mom several times about it over the year. School ended 
last week and mom wants to know why her child failed 
everything. Finally, a student told her parents that I tried to 
kill her by placing Saran Wrap on the top of her head. Her 
parents called the police, who came to the school to 
interview me and other witnesses.” 

7) aidan-fox wrote: 
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“Pregnant teacher kicked on the belly. 

“Kid I went to school with had serious issues and the teacher 
had the audacity to break up a fight with the teacher’s aide 
and the kid. 

“Kid said, ‘Don’t be telling me what to fucking do, bitch,’ 
and Sparta-kicked her on her full-term pregnant belly. 

“The teacher and the baby were ok and healthy, and I was 
told that the kid was sent to a military school. 

“When the teacher came back, the whole school gave her so 
much love. We had a diaper drive for her and gave her 
probably a childhood’s worth of diapers in various sizes, and 
tons of clothes and gifts for mom and baby.” 

Note by David Bruce: Urban Dictionary defines “Sparta 
kick” in this way: “A kick usually performed by lifting one’s 
leg to chest level and pushing forward with intention to kill.” 

< 
https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=sparta
%20kick >. 

You see examples of “Sparta Kick” on YouTube. 

8) AusteyeKatiliute wrote: 

“When a problem kid who kept disrupting the class refused 
to leave the classroom. He just sat there and mocked me, 
telling me I can’t do anything about it. I can’t physically 
touch him and drag him out of class or else I would be fired 
and perhaps even get sent to prison. 

“So I just had to tolerate him shouting and throwing stuff at 
other kids and try to teach the lesson, even though no one 
could focus or concentrate.” 

9) LordBlackHole wrote, “Wife is a teacher. A parent sent 
her an email saying, ‘We’re taking X on vacation, so she’ll 
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miss the last week and a half of school. Will she miss 
anything?’ Uh, yeah, she’s going to miss stuff. Wife brought 
this to the principal, who told the parent that their kid would 
have to do a week of summer school to make up for it. 
Fortunately, the principal offered to actually do that part, but 
my wife still had to prepare all of the materials for this one 
kid for a week just because the entitled parents thought that 
missing the last week and a half didn’t matter.”14 

15. “Teachers Who Zoom Classes, What’s The Most 
Disturbing Thing You’ve Seen On A Student’s Zoom?”  

1) ichigoli wrote: 

“Seen: Naked grandma slowly limping through the 
background. Fortunately since I was screen sharing I don’t 
think anyone else noticed. Either that or these 10-year-olds 
have the best poker face ever. 

“Heard: In the background at FULL volume: ‘Well, you tell 
that mother FUCKER that the next time I see him I’m cutting 
his BALLS off!’ I couldn’t get the student muted in time. 
She sat there totally stoic about the whole thing (and her 
home life was already on our radar) but there was a second 
or two of silence and one kid just goes, ‘That wasn’t school-
appropriate language at all.’” 

2) nacho_hat wrote: 

“We listened to a kid’s smoke alarm chirp for two weeks. 
Drove us batshit. My spouse said, ‘What’s wrong with the 
parents? Are they Deaf?’ 

 
14 Source: sweatyfeetarenice, “Teachers of reddit what was a ‘I don’t 
get paid enough for this shit’ moment for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 
June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ns8k8t/teachers_of_red
dit_what_was_a_i_dont_get_paid/ >. 
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“Yeah, it dawned on me that one of the classmates has Deaf 
parents. This classmate is also in our scout troop. Our online 
zoom scout meeting that week covered safety at home, 
including changing the batteries in the smoke detectors.” 

3) Salty-Freedom wrote: 

“I was giving a recertification training class and there, in the 
background, was a student’s roommate and their partner 
making the beast with two backs on the floor of the living 
room. The student, bless his heart, had headphones on and 
was not at all paying attention to what was going on behind 
him. I tried nudging him via DM [Direct Message], but 
eventually had to ‘accidentally’ disconnect his access and 
give the class a break so I could call him on the phone. So, a 
few minutes later, he’s back on, his face beet red, the 
roommate and their partner have left and my class, a group 
of heavy equipment operators, had the good grace to act like 
they hadn’t seen a thing. 

“Everyone passed and I look forward to never having to see 
the insides of anyone’s house ever again.” 

4) narddog81 wrote: 

“I taught first grade remotely all year at a high-poverty 
school. Thankfully I’m going back in person in this fall. 
However, it was very enlightening seeing each kid’s home 
life and all the obstacles they deal with on a daily basis and 
then seeing their awesome resilience. I’ve had dads walking 
around without their shirt, which is just funny, in my 
opinion. It’s insane the amount of terrible language parents 
use when kids turn their mics on. Like, really disturbing 
stuff. Had to call home on that one. 

“One time, this kid couldn’t hear anything I was saying and 
I couldn’t hear him because parents were fighting in the 
background and it was really nasty. So, this sweet little guy, 
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went to the bathroom, sat in the bathtub, and closed the 
curtain so he could keep learning. Love that kid.” 

autumn_skies commented: 

“Did one of my teaching practicums at a school in a low-
income side of town. Broke my heart how many students 
didn’t have access to technology — luckily the school was 
able to help. But many of these kids also relied on the school 
for one or more meals in a day. Also, many of my students 
slept on mats either in their kitchens or what passed as a 
living room, often having to look after their many siblings 
while schooling. 

“The pandemic really made apparent the lack of funding 
available for these kids, and why education — and schools 
— are so important. For many of those kids, school was the 
one reliable and safe place in their life.” 

5) Zuzublue wrote, “Nothing really disturbing, but very eye 
opening about how different lives can be. I’m continually 
surprised at how LOUD some of the houses are. TVs blaring, 
music on full volume, people screaming nonstop, all while 
the student is sitting placidly (seemingly) paying attention to 
me.” 

6) monkeyswithknives wrote, “I had to interrupt a student I 
was meeting with to let her know I could see her roommate, 
who was in a towel and about to start changing.” 

7) pootiebatootie wrote, I’ve had my fair share of nose-
pickers onscreen and people peeing in the bathroom next to 
the student offscreen, but I’ve had some nice ones, too. One 
student last year showed us her balcony garden and it 
inspired me to plant a garden as well. Some students put their 
children on for a moment or two, and that’s cute. I had one 
student who would decorate her background (in real life, not 
a background filter) with stuff inspired by what we were 
working on. I really liked that one. I’ve had plenty of eaters 
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showing off what they are eating. I had one guy show us a 
different anime figurine from his collection every day. I 
teach a ten-week course and he had a lot of them. I had 
another student play traditional Mexican guitar music for us 
and another play the piano. Generally, it’s been very nice 
these past 16 months.”15 

16. “What’s An Amazing Thing You Have Done For A 
Platonic Friend Of The Opposite Gender?” 

Mamamayan wrote, “Not really amazing, but to this day she 
still thinks my giving blood for her dad was a big deal.”16 

17. “What The Scariest True Story You Know?”  

Benderineurope wrote, “My brother was a police officer. He 
had a call to check on the welfare of a mother who had not 
showed up for work. She had died on the sofa and her little 
toddler had brought the little diaper pad and laid down next 
to her and died of dehydration. The little kid had opened the 
lower cabinets and drawers in the kitchen looking for food. 
He still cries about it. And he’s not the crying kind.” 

themajorfall commented, “Either something very, very 
similar happened in my town, or else we’re thinking of the 
same person. I remember when it happened, I had my three-
year-old goddaughter show me that she could open the fridge 

 
15 Source: umbralion, “Teachers who zoom classes, what’s the most 
disturbing thing you’ve seen on a student’s zoom?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
4 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nscug0/teachers_who_
zoom_classes_whats_the_most/ >. 
16 Source: darshilj97, “What’s an amazing thing you have done for a 
platonic friend of the opposite gender?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 June 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ntjhad/whats_an_amazi
ng_thing_you_have_done_for_a/ >. 
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and her mother placed drinks and easily opened snacks in a 
bottom cupboard.” 

Quinnley1 wrote, “Once my kid was able to really walk, I 
started teaching her how to open the pantry. How to use the 
water dispenser from the fridge. How to open simple 
packages of ready-to-eat food I left within her reach. My 
husband and my family all thought that it was nuts, just 
asking for surprise messes. But my husband worked away 
from home for a week at a time at this point, sometimes out 
of cellphone range, and I had no one that I called every day. 
I showed everyone a similar article about a single mother of 
a toddler who died and her child died of dehydration a few 
days later, and no one bugged me about it again (and then 
my family started hammering me with ‘just checking on 
you’ calls / texts everyday for a long time).”17 

18. “A Lot Of Famous Recipes Are Claimed To Be Made 
With Love, But What’s A Dish That’s Probably Made 
With Hatred?” 

razzo11 wrote, “Anything two minutes before closing by a 
line cook.” 

ConstipatedCrocodile commented, “As a line cook, I can 
confirm.” 

WintersDawn57asked, “As a sushi chef (in a decently 
popular restaurant in town), I can double-confirm.” 

TarvidD12 asked: 

“Tell me, do you curse at your food in multiple languages? 

 
17 Source: Little_Chubb, “What the scariest true story you know?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 6 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ntofxm/what_the_scari
est_true_story_you_know/ >. 
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“I do and it’s rare for people to catch on, but when they do it 
is actually pretty fun. Also, I do this whenever I cook, for 
work or home or on dates.” 

JPreadsyourstuff commented, “With five years as a grill 
chef, I can triple-confirm. (My manager used to sit people 10 
minutes after closing a lot!)” 

morviaj commented, “As a waitress I can confirm because I 
get the verbal backlash in the kitchen AND I then serve it 
with hatred, too.” 

currentpattern commented, “Yeah, waiter here. We get to 
deal with pissed-off cooks and pissed-off customers. Fun!” 

jus10beare commented, “Bartender here. We deal with 
pissed-off cooks, pissed-off servers and totally pissed 
guests.” 

Questions293847 commented, “Customer here — we deal 
with pissed-off everyone and pay for the privilege.” 

LordSuz commented, “Damn, the whole food industry is just 
really fucking angry.” 

alivinglavin commented, “Pretty much any industry is pissed 
on a sliding scale directly proportional to their involvement 
with the general public.” 

akirayokoskim commented: 

“As a guy who worked as a cook and literally just as the lady 
was about to lock the doors (we still had literally a few 
minutes) some people make a 20-piece order of chicken. We 
call them tailgates. 

“They didn’t want the chicken that was still up, they wanted 
it all fresh. We had to turn the fryers back on, make a fresh 
batch of chicken batter, and then wait for the fryer to heat 
back up, then cook the chicken, and by the time the chicken 
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was ready to come up, the customers start yelling and storm 
out. 

“I hated that night.” 

mgraunk commented: 

“Two minutes before closing? You mean eight hours? 

“Ticket machine goes off two minutes after clocking in for a 
double, line cooks be like, ‘Who the FUCK is ordering food 
right now!’” 

Sheerswashere commented: 

“Total indignation and judgement about every single order 
is my favorite part of working BOH [Back of House] at 
restaurants. At my last place I cooked and delivered. 

“Guy orders a baked potato? ‘What, you couldn’t have made 
that at home?’  

“Lady comes in asking for a pizza with nine different 
toppings? ‘C’mon, lady, you’re not the only person in here! 
Why would you spend so much on a pizza anyway? Who 
gets $15 worth of toppings on one pizza?’  

“Person comes in at 2:30 when it’s dead and you’re napping 
in a booth? ‘Seriously, who’s eating right now, I have to do 
side work!’  

“Someone tries to order ahead in the middle of rush? ‘How 
do you expect me to make their ticket right when they want 
it in between all these other orders!’  

“Delivery gal is asking where the knots [garlic knots?] are 
you said got put in ten minutes ago? ‘Fine! I’ll go drive 
around relaxing and you stand in front of 700 degree oven.’  

“Delivery guy takes five orders at once because you’re 
manager doesn’t know the phrase ‘extended wait time’? 
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Everyone’s gonna bitch about how no salad plates are clean 
but sure as hell no one’s doing them.  

“Waiter blindly yells into the kitchen for a salad dressing? 
People mumble about how you shoulda done it yourself and 
you better charge the quarter.  

“Waitress gets the salad dressing herself? People grumble 
about how they could’ve done it. 

“Someone asks who wants to do shots in the walk-in? 
Restaurant will be abandoned for ten minutes. 

“PS: If you’re a regular somewhere, over tipping your server 
or delivery person once will guarantee you get preferential 
treatment from everyone forever. BOH listens to servers and 
they will remember if they should throw in some extra ranch 
and the knots you didn’t order but they know you like, or 
take a smoke break while your pizza is in the oven (that’s 
really only if you’re a totally dick). Servers will make sure 
your food is absolutely perfect before they take it. You’ll 
always be offered the half a pitcher they poured before they 
realized they were fixing the wrong drink. And you’re much 
more likely to get your order made two minutes before 
closed instead of being told, ‘We turned everything off 
already and the cook went home.’” 

CT-96 commented, “This is why I never order from a place 
if they’re closing within half an hour. I don’t wanna be that 
guy.” 

Triddy responded: 

“Half hour is honestly fine, especially if it’s just one or two 
people. 

“I mean, last call is last call for a reason. If you order your 
mains like 30 minutes before closing, and five minutes 
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before closing you want a dessert or something, go nuts. The 
cooks won’t be upset unless they’ve had a shit day. 

“It’s the party of 15 that shows up six minutes before closing 
and each orders a full-course meal that’s the problem. 
Making a couple things for the last customer? No problemo! 
Cooks probably have ways of doing it without dirtying 
much. Large group wanting to get started right before close? 
Go fuck yourself!”18 

19. “People Who Have Worked On Those Fake Ghost 
Hunter TV Shows, What Goes On Behind The Scenes?” 

1) Rhinosaur24 wrote: 

“I don’t / haven’t worked on one. but one was done on a bar 
near my house that was supposedly haunted. 

“Everything was based on falling / ‘flying’ things (glasses 
falling off shelves. beverage hoses ‘flying’ off their places 
they’re held). The crew ‘proved’ there were ghosts, by 
setting up a mock bar scene and putting salt around the 
bottom of all the glasses and left for the night with cameras. 

“Sure enough, the footage showed all the glasses / cups 
moving around. and the salt barriers were all disrupted. It 
was like 100% of the glasses had moved in some shape of 
form. 

“What the fucking show failed to mention is that the bar is 
literally under an overpass for a train, and at a train station. 

 
18 Source: FrinkyNicks, “A lot of famous recipes are claimed to be 
made with love, but what’s a dish that’s probably made with hatred?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 7 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nuu2q4/a_lot_of_famo
us_recipes_are_claimed_to_be_made/ >. 
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The ‘moving’ items are just because trains are coming by, 
and the building is about 50 ft from the train tracks.” 

2) Sbtoby wrote, “I worked on one for a week, about four 
years ago. The hunters invited a psychic (not sure if that was 
what he called himself). This guy was a big asshole, and 
thought he was the shit. Big ego. Anyway, they were hunting 
in a haunted house, and this guy was doing a walk through 
before taping. He went into the whole routine. Cameras were 
not rolling, it was just for staging and getting acclimated. 
During this time I was at video village and could see / hear 
what was going on. He was in an upstairs room and began to 
feel a cool breeze. He made a big deal about it and insisted 
we start rolling. We did, and he went on and on about how 
room temperature drops mean a spirit. He started asking 
crew if they felt the breeze as well, they did. Finally the first 
AD [Assistant Director] (who was sick of this guy’s shit) 
told the guy that the breeze was coming from the open 
window in the other room. The psychic threw a fit and 
stormed out, saying we were all amateurs.” 

3) sapunec7854 wrote: 

“I used to work as a gardener near a foreclosed insane 
asylum (shitty job, but I’m an immigrant from Mexico so not 
much choice). 

“A bunch of asshole kids were making a TV show about 
hunting ghosts or something and they tried to get me to give 
them an interview about all the spooky shit that I’ve seen. I 
told them I’ve seen nothing and suggested they fuck off. 

“Then they gave me 20 bucks and I did give them an 
interview saying that I’ve seen a ghost. 

“Last I heard of them they were to spend a night inside, but 
I don’t know what happened to them although I did hear the 
footage was released.” 
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4) ThatGuyFromOhio wrote: 

“That Ghost Hunters show did an episode in a large, old 
building where I work. (Rather not say the name.) 

“I laughed out loud throughout the episode at the idiocy. 

“For example, they were taping in a freight elevator. Damn 
thing is in need of repair and has been for years. When it did 
a little jolt just before taking off, the hosts insisted that was 
supernatural in origin. Nah. That’s what it does every time it 
moves. 

“And it continued from there. Every single thing they said 
‘proved’ ghosts had a perfectly simple explanation. 

“The company I work for loved the publicity, even though it 
was complete nonsense.”19 

20. “What’s Your Best / Worst Experiences From 
Participating In An MLM (Multi-Level Marketing) 
Company Such As Herbalife, Mary Kay, And Amway)?” 

1) kigerting wrote: 

“WORST: Mary Kay mom (I’ll call her ‘A’) of a girl I 
babysat. Mom asked me to babysit on a Saturday during the 
day — no big deal. Morning of — tells me to come pick up 
baby at an address — okay, that’s not super weird; it was 
still very close to her house where I regularly babysat. I get 
there — a blonde PTA mom comes in and says, ‘Welcome, 
take a seat!’ — I told her I was there to pick up A’s baby and 
she told me she would go in and get her. She never appeared. 

 
19 Source: Metakwaza, “People who have worked on those fake ghost 
hunter TV shows, what goes on behind the scenes?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 7 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nu9g28/people_who_h
ave_worked_on_those_fake_ghost_hunter/ >. 
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Along with three women ages 45-75, I was led into a room 
and it’s Mary Kay — they assured me it’d be a ‘quick 
presentation’ where they presented products and it’d help A, 
so I didn’t leave. PTA mom gave a presentation, gave out a 
couple of rarely used lip colors, games, product demos, etc. 
Then they ask me to put down as many phone numbers as I 
could for a prize. By then I’m pissed, because I’d spent 45 
mins not knowing what the fuck was going on with A and 
also, you’re going to harass MY contacts? Eventually A 
appears, we walk into the hall to chat and I told her I couldn’t 
babysit anymore. I didn’t say more and left. 

“BEST: I once got a Scentsy warmer at a garage sale for $3 
and it looks nice on my counter.” 

2) RegularWoahMan wrote: 

“Worst: Every month or so, one of my classmates from grade 
school adds me on Facebook to a ‘party’ for whatever 
they’re selling. My freshman roommate got sucked into one 
of these and apologized later for the Facebook ‘party invites’ 
once she realized how predatory it all was. 

“Best: One husband in a gay couple I knew growing up 
(same neighborhood as above) sold Mary Kay. When my 
mom would bring me along, the other husband would 
babysit and I got to play with their dogs in another room. 
They were good dogs. And my mom liked the moisturizer, I 
think.” 

3) broke4ever wrote: 

“When I was around 13 or 14, one of the girls in my friend 
group was having a birthday party. She was a grade above 
me which, of course, automatically gives her more ‘cool 
points’ in high school, so I was super excited to go. This was 
also the first time I was ever part of a majority-female friend 
group, having grown up around mostly boys and being very 
tomboyish. So for me, this birthday party was some like 
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opportunity to enter the world of the feminine in my budding 
youth or whatever. 

“Yeah. Either her mom or her mom’s friend basically used 
the birthday party as a way to do a Mary Kay 
‘demonstration’ on a bunch of 13- to 15-year-olds and not 
only get them to buy products, but also go home and get their 
moms to buy MK products. Honestly, we probably did other 
things at that birthday party, but I remember only that 
because it was just so awkward and weird and it totally failed 
my bizarre, anxious-teen expectations. Hahaha.”20 

  

 
20 Source: pinghing, “What’s your best/worst experiences from 
participating in an MLM(Multi-level marketing i.e Herbalife, Mary 
Kay and Amway)?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nwbnwp/whats_your_
bestworst_experiences_from/ >. 
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Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “Ladies, What’s A Moment Of Solidarity You Have 
Felt With Another Women Who Was A Stranger?” 

1) scarlettlyonne wrote:  

“A few weeks ago at a grocery store, a man came up to me, 
grabbed my shoulder, and said, ‘You look really nice.’ I 
wrenched myself out of his grip and practically ran to the 
self-checkout so I could leave. I was incredibly scared, and 
the only thing on my mind was getting out of there as quickly 
as possible. Besides me, there were two workers standing 
there, two other men checking out, and three women 
checking out. 

“Unbeknownst to me, the man had followed me, and walked 
up so closely behind me that he was able to brush his 
knuckles on the back of my thigh. I spun around, he 
muttered, ‘Oh, sorry," and then he took off in the store. A 
worker came up to me and told me that he saw what had 
happened, saying, ‘I just want you to know that I saw what 
happened. It’s unacceptable, but he does that a lot. What you 
have to understand though is that he’s very mentally slow.’ 
(As if that makes it ok? Also … you obviously know who 
this guy is, but you were just content to stand there and watch 
as he crept up behind me and touched me?) 

“I was on the verge of tears at this point, but one of the men 
checking out turned around and asked me what happened. I 
told him, honestly expecting him to offer to walk me to my 
car or something, but his only reaction was, ‘He touched 
you?’ He then sort of chuckled and left the store. 

“Upon hearing that, though, the three women checking out 
all turned around to see if I was ok. One of them actually 
stood up on her tip toes to try and look for the guy, and 
started yelling, ‘Where’d he go? Where’d this fucker go?’ 
Another woman asked to speak to the store manager, cussed 
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him out when he said he couldn’t really do much, and then 
she called the police (though I don’t know if anything 
happened with that). The other two walked me to my car, 
helped unload my groceries, one of them put my cart away 
for me, and they made sure that I was ok enough to drive 
home.” 

2) askingforadvice42 wrote, “With several women in the 
waiting room to get an abortion.” 

janearchive commented, “I worked in an abortion clinic for 
my practicum in university, and we have a journal in the 
waiting room and jars of pens. It’s incredibly eye opening to 
look at, and how many women added onto the thoughts of 
other, showed support and love.” 

3) cluelessgenius101 wrote, “We were on the train, a couple 
seats apart, and some creepy guy walked by and took 
pictures of us in a totally obvious matter. We both decided 
to chase the man to get those pictures deleted and were just 
super advocating for each other while also low-key verbally 
threatening the dude. Overall, weird experience.” 

ailene123 commented, “Oh, gosh, I have had a similar 
experience while we were on a train and this guy kept staring 
at us in a super creepy manner, and all of us collectively 
started asking him why he was staring at us and to stop being 
a creep. Damn.” 

4) certainly_cerulean wrote, “I was going on a date at a 
coffee shop and I got there early, before the guy. The female 
barista asked me what I was up to and we chatted a bit, and 
then she gave me her number in case anything went wrong 
on the date. Date was fine, but the guy was meh, so that 
didn’t go anywhere, but I got a new friend out of it! It was 
so nice to have a stranger offer to be there in case I needed 
anything. Women need to stick together and support each 
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other and I felt so much safer after she made it clear she’d 
have my back if I needed it!” 

5) firstdragonfly wrote, “I waited nearly five months to get 
an abortion and had severe 24/7 sickness that was 
debilitating. When I was finally going into the clinic, there 
was another female on the bed next to mine and she reached 
out to hold my hand and we just silently held hands together 
there with tears rolling down our eyes.” 

6) stargazer275 wrote, “When I was little, during a family 
vacation, my dad and my brother waited in line to check in 
while my mom and I split off to get food or something. We 
walked past a seating area where a woman sitting by herself 
suddenly extended her arm, trying to get my mom’s 
attention. Few words were exchanged. Suddenly we’re 
sitting at this random woman’s table who is now rummaging 
through her handbag. She handed my mom a sanitary pad. 
Apparently, unbeknownst to us my mom had leaked through 
her skirt. The lady and my mom quickly exchanged smiles 
and thank-yous and we were off to the nearest restroom. We 
were in a foreign country, y’all.” 

7) SoftChemical3843 wrote, “A group of my girlfriends and 
I went out and the only place that was still open was this dive 
bar full of men. We wanted to keep going so we went in. 
Place was so creepy, in the span of half an hour, we, as a 
group, had been sexually harassed a handful of times. Really 
aggressive, vile behaviour. We ended up leaving after not so 
long and while waiting for an Uber, I noticed a girl sitting by 
herself on the corner, being harassed by some of the creepy 
dudes who had been kicked out (for being creepy dudes). 
One of my friends and I ran over and told these dudes to fuck 
off, asked this lady where she needed to be, and she ended 
up jumping into our Uber. She was super messed up and her 
friends had left her there. I don’t even know her name, but 
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I’m glad we got her home safe and it definitely felt, 
strangely, like a moment of solidarity.”21 

22. “What’s Something You’ve Done That Has Probably 
Put You On Some List?” 

1) Tsebsitsecni wrote: 

“Way back in the 1990s, you couldn’t join the military in the 
USA if you were gay and out. And I kept getting recruiters 
calling me over-and-over again as many high school students 
do. Eventually I got annoyed enough to just ask, ‘Well, what 
if I’m gay?’ 

“‘You’re a homo?’ 

“‘Yes.’ 

“Click. 

“And I never got called again! I used to tell people I am in 
the government’s Gaytabase somewhere.” 

2) seamusofinnigan wrote: 

“In high school, there was a kid who went to the vice 
principal’s office and told them he was being bullied by a lot 
of people at the school. So they had him write down a list of 
everyone and what they were doing. Based on the list, the 
administration kind of realized this guy needed help. I think 
I was on the list because I typed too loudly on my calculator 
during math class, if I remember correctly. This was all kept 
very quiet and low key; we didn’t even know about it except 

 
21 Source: ailene123, “Ladies what’s a moment of solidarity you have 
felt with another women who was a stranger?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 
June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nvzxgf/ladies_whats_
a_moment_of_solidarity_you_have_felt/ >. 
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every once in a while this kid would just quietly get up and 
leave class. (When he was feeling overwhelmed, he went to 
go see the school therapist.) 

“Well, long story short, I guess in one of these therapy 
sessions, it came out that one of the ways he coped was just 
that he imagined beating the shit out of these other kids on 
the list. Upon hearing this, the school decided it was best to 
send the guy to a 72-hour psych hold. Honestly, they 
should’ve just left it at that, kept it low key, and got the guy 
the help he needed. 

“Except, the school administration decided that what came 
out during therapy constituted a ‘threat’ to all of us. They 
pulled us all (like 40 of us) out of class one day, had us sit in 
an enclosed room with no windows under guard without 
telling us anything (we thought we were all in trouble), then 
called us each individually into the VP’s office and didn’t 
tell us what was going on until they called our parents in 
front of us, told our parents we were on a hit list from some 
student on campus, and then refused to offer any other 
information (because the kid was a minor and it was an 
ongoing investigation), and then sent us back to class. 

“Of course, one student’s mother called the local newspaper 
and word got out that there was a student with a kill list at 
our high school. 

 “We didn’t find out the actual details for about two weeks 
but were repeatedly called out of class to meet with school 
administration and therapists to see ‘if we were okay.’ All 
we wanted was information that they couldn’t give us. 

“Of course we all found out who the guy was, and his life 
was ruined. I see him every once in a while at the local gas 
station and I always wonder what’s going through his head. 
I hope he knows nobody hates him; there’s not even anger 
toward him. We all feel bad for him. There was definitely a 
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way to handle the situation well and our school did basically 
the opposite and ruined a seventeen-year-old kid’s life.” 

3) TheCrispyTaco wrote: 

“I worked at a restaurant as an undergrad, and the owners 
were doing illegal shit (scam marriages for citizenship). 
Shortly after I quit, Immigrations / Homeland Security 
contacted me to let me know some of the people and the 
owners I worked with were in jail and facing trial, and that I 
was also investigated during the process, but I was in the 
clear. I had the most routine life at the time I was investigated 
— drag my ass to school, get coffee, bus to work, walk 
home, study, repeat. 

“Ever since then, all state and federal background and 
fingerprinting checks take extra-long (sometimes months). I 
also had a six-hour interview when I applied for my 
enhanced driver’s license.” 

4) [deleted] wrote: 

“When I was a teenager, like maybe 15, I tried looking for 
underage porn because I wanted stuff of girls my age. This 
was early 2000’s, so tracking software was not as good, and 
I definitely know as an adult how sketchy that was. 

“I want to be damn clear that it was over 10 years ago when 
I was a 15- to 16-year-old looking for images of other 15- to 
16-year-olds. I was not looking for creepy young, and 
certainly lost all interest in minors once I got to college.” 

5) Chairboy wrote: 

“When TurboTax was exciting and new to me, I used it to 
do my taxes (as was the custom of the time) and one of the 
questions it asked was ‘What is your occupation?’ 

“So obviously I put in ‘Assassin’ temporarily so I could see 
if my girlfriend thought it was funny. She didn’t, and I was 
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so firm in my disagreement with her obviously wrong 
interpretation that I neglected to change it back. 

“So in 1998 or 1999, I’m on record with the IRS somewhere 
as being an Assassin. I paid my taxes, though, so they seem 
to be generally OK with me, but I wonder sometimes if that 
put me on a list somewhere.” 

6) molocath wrote: 

“Honestly, any number of things for my roleplaying games. 

“In the D&D campaign I run, I look up a lot of information 
on what makes societies run smoothly and what makes them 
crumble. I also need to look up information on the fly 
depending on what my players do, such as finding the 
flammability / explosiveness of various substances. 

“In the Call of Cthulhu campaign I am a player in, as a party, 
we have decided that we want to blow up a cultist 
headquarters underneath the local city hall. This has required 
me to do some googling on period-appropriate bomb 
making. So that probably doesn’t help my case either.” 

7) Zellakate wrote, “I still recall the traumatized sheltered 
student library worker who got to check all of my books out 
to me for my undergrad seminar paper, which was focused 
on Soviet revolutionary thought. There were probably 30 to 
40 books for me either written by or about Bolsheviks, 
Mensheviks, anarchists, and more at a very conservative 
Christian college. ‘Is — is this for a class?’ she asked. I just 
smiled and didn’t answer. The look she gave me in response 
told me I was totally going on a list.” 

8) wilko2205 wrote: 

“About 10 years ago I was writing an essay on the Mussolini 
government for university and I made a lot of references to 
the diary of his Foreign Minister. I had a copy in English, 
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but the night before it was due I realised I needed my 
references in Italian, so I had to source an Italian PDF 
version asap. 

“Annoyingly, I just searched now and immediately found a 
free link with no sign up. Back in 2011 I didn’t find that. The 
only place I found it was on a forum. And of course, you had 
to register to access any files, so yeah that’s the story of how 
— in a time before I understood VPNs [Virtual Private 
Network, used for privacy] — I had to join a white 
supremacist message board to avoid failing my degree.”22 

23. “What Screams ‘Rich Asshole’?” 

1) squeakycleaned wrote: 

“In college there was a guy on my team who was a pretty 
nice kid overall but was clearly brought up with more money 
than sense. One night we’re walking home shit faced from a 
party, and he thinks it would be funny to steal a parking cone. 

“I’m in no position to judge, because I had done the same 
not too long before, but I was a little more subtle. He then 
also decides he wants to steal a parking barrier. Like why? 
So he’s carrying these two enormous neon orange items, and 
with 100yds to his apartment, Campus Police pulls up on us. 
My friend drops them and keeps walking, as if they’ll think, 
‘Someone else must have left these things here, and not those 
two guys who are here alone at 3am.’ 

“Cops tell him to go get the stuff because they’re gonna drive 
him back to where he took it from. Our campus police were 
very chill. Good deal, right? Well, this kid starts with the 

 
22 Source: SepticFox456, “What’s something you’ve done that has 
probably put you on some list?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nwo4nm/whats_somet
hing_youve_done_that_has_probably_put/ >. 



 70 

 

‘My dad is a lawyer, which means I know the law, and I’m 
not getting in that car without probable cause for arrest.’ 
These guys are dumbfounded because they were giving him 
the easy way out. So one of them goes, ‘I COULD have you 
on stolen property and arrest you. I’m offering to help. What 
do you want to do?’ 

“I wish I could say the kid was smart and just stopped. Nope. 
He kept at it. He ended up getting multiple tickets and was 
kicked off campus for ‘behavioral issues.’ 

“Thankfully, he’s doing much better now, though he’s still a 
bit of a rich prick. Just more subtle about it.” 

2) DELCO-PHILLY-BOY wrote, “My dad when the guy in 
the BMW cuts him off.” 

3) Anonvoiceofreason wrote, “There’s no punishment. I just 
pay $200 if I get caught.” 

twatchops commented, “Any law where the punishment is a 
fine, it’s a law for poor people only.” 

WTFDUUUUDE commented, “Finland takes a percentage 
of income for fines. F1 driver Raikkönnen had to pay 
something like 30.000€ [30,000 EUROS] for not having the 
necessary paperwork for his car available. Still not gonna 
stop some billionaire, but at least it’s not just 200£ or 
something equally miniscule.” 

glitterswirl commented, “Police in London had a huge 
problem with this when super-rich Arabs would come to 
London for the summer, and park their expensive supercars 
anywhere they liked, even if it wasn’t legal or safe. Then 
when police or parking inspectors, etc., came along and told 
them to move the car or be fined, they’d just casually pay a 
fine of hundreds of pounds on the spot and walk away. The 
police had to show them it was an actual crime before some 
of them stopped.” 
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ilmonstro commented, “The London Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea definitely have no problem towing these 
arseholes’ cars. A little while ago there was a whole flurry 
of pictures in the news showing Ferraris, Mercs and Lambos 
being loaded onto the backs of the council’s flatbed trucks 
and delivered to the car pound.” 

Useful_Shot_That commented, “Most tow places won’t tow 
a supercar. The repair costs are outrageous and you can bet 
your ass whoever is driving it has a pretty good lawyer.” 

CloneDrooper commented: 

“I was dining at a restaurant opposite Harrods once. 

“This Arab came in with a model, and he parked his supercar 
out front. 

“The traffic wardens came to say they are putting tickets on 
the car, the Arab said, ‘Yeah, whatever.’ 

“It’s a flex for them, too, on dates.” 

Yoshi_87 wrote, “I don’t even think it’s a flex for them. 
$200USD is less for them than 2 cents are for us.” 

4) No-Lingonberry-7183 wrote, “Wasn’t there a video of 
some guy who got put in a choke hold after headbutting a 
waiter? That video just screams ‘Rich Asshole.’” 

Caniithinkofaname commented, “Oh, you mean Joel 
Michael Singer? Where Joel Michael Singer gets pinned by 
one guy. I’m sure you mean Joel Michael Singer. We’re not 
supposed to talk about Joel Michael Singer apparently. Joel 
Michael Singer has used his — Joel Michael Singer’s — 
dad’s money to try to erase Joel Michael Singer’s name from 
the internet because of the video. That Joel Michael Singer? 

“Edit: Joel Michael Singer, I will remove Joel Michael 
Singer’s name for the right amount of money.” 
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booplahoop responded, “Username doesn’t check out.” 

Teegster commented, “This video of Joel Michael Singer 
where he headbutts a waiter and then gets fucking taken to 
the floor in a heartbeat? Is this the video of Joel Michael 
Singer being a massive douchebag the one you’re talking 
about?” 

Chocolateismy commented, “Can’t be that video. Joel 
Michael Singer had his video erased from the internet.” 

Spute2008 asked, “What was his name again?” 

AndrewZabar wrote, “I’m pretty sure he’s talking about Joel 
Michael Singer. I read something about Joel Michael Singer, 
and then I saw the video and, sure enough, it was Joel 
Michael Singer. So this sounds like him. Him, meaning Joel 
Michael Singer.” 

random_clonetrooper asked, “Has he not heard of the 
Streisand effect?” 

5) zahandosaysno: 

“My family and I are Scottish, and tipping isn’t much of a 
thing here. My mother and I aren’t very well off at all. We 
got by, but we never got by easily. 

“On a family holiday to New York for an Auntie’s wedding 
(which we couldn’t afford and my gran had to help pay for), 
my mum and I were working with a backpackers budget. We 
didn’t eat much fancy or go anywhere expensive. 

“At my aunt’s wedding breakfast, we ate the cheapest things 
we could since we were all going in on a bill together. There 
were at least eight-plus guests who were seriously high 
earners — lawyers, a higher-up in Facebook, etc. We were 
expected to pay for their fucking extravagant ass breakfasts 
and MIMOSAS. (We didn’t even have a coffee to save as it 
was our last day.) 
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“My mother and I had given so many tips, and we didn’t 
understand how the coins worked so we just gave all our 
change to anyone we saw asking. We bought about eight 
strangers coffee, you’d think us mugs but honestly we just 
wanted to see some people warm up and be somewhere safe 
for the January morning. 

“Eight-plus people who make eight figures a year at least! 
Got bitchy at my mum and I for demanding they tip the staff. 
We even made sure to clarify they understood how service 
staff were paid there compared to home. 

“My future uncle-in-law really hit me with ‘Then they ought 
to get a better job.’ 

“On top of that, they were just snide and rude to our server 
because surprise, surprise, 10 breakfasts are hard to make in 
five minutes. The server was an angel and I ended up tipping 
her a 20 when we left as it was all I had spare.” 

Mechagoofzilla commented: 

“I remember explaining to a coworker that I was working 
four jobs at one point.  

“She replied, ‘Wow, that sounds complicated. Wouldn’t it 
be easier to just have one full-time job that paid well?’ 

“I replied, ‘Yes. Are you offering one?’ 

“She suddenly had somewhere else to be.”23 

 
23 Source: Musicferret, “What screams ‘rich asshole’?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 13 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nypiiz/what_screams_r
ich_asshole/ >. 
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24. “We Judge The Older Generations Now For Being 
Racist. What Do You Think The Future Generations 
Will Judge Us For?” 

pquade wrote, “They’re going to judge us for being racist, 
too. Just look around.” 

stitchmidda2 commented: 

“Some of the most racist people I have ever seen are the ones 
who are all about being against racism. It’s really insane.” 

Nimeni013 commented: 

“One of my ‘friends,’ who was a self-proclaimed SJW 
[Social Justice Warrior] and very active fighting racism 
online (aka arguing with randos) once, completely out of the 
blue, told me that trans bathroom rights were more important 
than Eastern European lives. For the record, no one had tried 
to say trans bathroom rights weren’t important, we weren’t 
even talking about that, she inserted that one all on her own. 

“Me: But you’re talking about someone’s right to literally be 
alive versus their ability to go to the bathroom in public. It 
would suck not to be able to go to the bathroom in public, 
but at least you’d still be alive. 

“Her: Nobody cares about the Eastern European thing. 
People care about trans bathroom rights. It doesn’t matter. 

“Further context: I am Eastern European, Trump was 
threatening to dissolve NATO, and I was freaking out 
because I was worried it would lead to Russia invading my 
country and my family and friends being killed. I wish I was 
exaggerating. She was an asshole, and we’re not friends 
anymore. She also liked to tell me all white people are shit, 
and when I reminded her that I’m white she literally would 
use the ‘you’re one of the good ones’ line on me.” 
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Pokefan06 commented, “I’m sorry? All white people are 
shit? There’s only a select few of us who are shit. They’re 
just the loudest.” 

SlowMotionPanic commented: 

“‘All white people are shit?’ 

“It has reached that special status in the culture. First it was 
just a meme, then shorthand for basically the loudmouth 
bigots, and now it is legitimately acceptable among the 
younger generation. Even white kids talk about ‘white 
people’ in general being the worst, everything is 
appropriation but only when white people do it, only whites 
colonize (and they’ve expanded it from literal colonization 
to intangible things like thoughts and word [non-pronoun, 
non-slur] choices.” 

palishkoto wrote, “One of the reasons, in the nicest possible 
way, I would never move to somewhere like the US as a non-
white British person is the way there seems to be this 
absolutely race-obsessed discourse and notions. I hate that 
trend where anti-racism ends up segregating us all into our 
own ‘communities’ and constantly being reminded that 
we’re different, victims, oppressed, whatever.” 

Note by David Bruce: Many people of color outside 
USAmerica hate the phrase “people of color” for this 
reason.24 

 
24 Source: LewisHemsworth, “If we judge the older generations now 
for being racist, what do you think the future generations will judge us 
for?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nypysn/if_we_judge_th
e_older_generations_now_for_being/ >. 
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25. “Have You Ever Saved A Dying Person? What Was 
The Experience Like?” 

definitive-airwave wrote: 

“Professionally or off the clock? As a doctor, it’s whatever. 
Not because I do it so often or whatever, but because usually 
there’s so much going on that I just compartmentalize and 
don’t have time to have feelings about it. Also, it’s 
considered kind of bad form to show emotion about this part 
of the job. 

“Later when I’m at home, I’m usually like, ‘That was 
cool.’”25 

26. “911 Operators Of Reddit, Have You Ever Had A 
Caller Say Something To Make It Less Suspicious 
*Think Like A Secret Pizza Call. How Did It Go Down?” 

1) technos wrote: 

“I volunteered for a library for a bit in high school, and one 
day a woman calls up, sounding scared, and asks me to call 
the police. 

“Seventeen-year-old me had no clue what to do, but the 
librarian did. She used the caller ID info to pull up a 
borrowing record, complete with address, and walked across 
the parking lot to the police station. 

“While she was out the phone rang again, same number. 

“Me: ‘City Public Library, how can I help you?’ 

 
25 Source: rebootlovelife, “Have you ever saved a dying person? What 
was the experience like?” Reddit. AskWomen. 13 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nyssub/have_you_eve
r_saved_a_dying_person_what_was_the/ >. 
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Man: ‘Library, eh? Where are you located?’ 

“Me: ‘You’ve reached the location on Main and Chestnut, 
next to the elementary school. Do you want the number for 
our branch on Maple?’ 

“<click> 

“Cop shows up a couple hours later, fills us in. Guy had 
beaten the snot out of his kid, and the wife knew damn well 
if she got caught calling the police she’d be next. So she 
called us and when her husband asked she said, truthfully, 
that she called the library. 

“The second call was him redialing to make sure she wasn’t 
lying.” 

2) Dispatcher12 wrote, “I’ve had one where the person just 
sounded a little bit too fake cheerful and was saying, ‘Nope, 
everything’s fine here, I hit the button by accident’ and I 
said, ‘Listen, I hear the person in the background and he 
sounds angry. Are you sure you are okay? Do you want me 
to send the police anyway?’ She said, ‘Yep, sorry about that’ 
and I said, ‘I am sending the state police. Text us if you need 
to,’ and I sent them.” 

3) just_some_a—hole wrote: 

“My wife told me about some of those calls.  She was a 
dispatcher for 30 years (retired last December). She wasn’t 
an actual call taker, she worked on the dispatch end with 
police and fire, but they all sat in the same room. 

“She’s got some good stories, too, like the time a guy with a 
‘private zoo’ had an emu get loose, and the thing attacked 
the dispatched officer. The dude ran to his patrol car and 
locked the doors (not sure what difference that would have 
made, but I sympathize), the emu jumped up on the hood and 
started pecking the hell out of the windshield. 
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“She still laughs her ass off to this day, recalling the radio 
transmission: ‘Big bird, BIG BIRD, BIIIG BIRRD! 
TRYING TO EAT ME!’” 

4) LatvainLion wrote: 

“A teenage guy phoned us and used the coded language that 
he was severely constipated and needed us to ‘get it out of 
him.’ Turned out he had inserted a sweet potato up his 
rectum for sexual pleasure reasons and he lost his grip on it 
and it got sucked in beyond the sphincter muscle (this is why 
bumplugs come with flanges at the end). It was not possible 
for him to remove it without special tools. 

“He didn’t want to tell us over the phone what the real 
problem was because his father was homophobic and he 
didn’t want him to know what he had been up to.” 

5) ParentalMom wrote: 

“My neighbor bet my husband he couldn’t dial with his 
penis. 

“Luckily we had a nice touchtone phone instead of one of 
those twirly ones so he could beep the buttons, but he ended 
up accodnelalty [accidentally] calling 911, and it was pretty 
embarrassing when the ambulance rolled up.” 

LiteraryButterfly commented: 

“‘Accodnelalty.’ 

“Did you type this with your penis?”26 

 
26 Source: Ibitahuman, “911 Operators of Reddit, have you ever had a 
caller say something to make it less suspicious *think like a secret 
pizza call. How did it go down?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nzdj8f/911_operators_
of_reddit_have_you_ever_had_a/ >. 
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27. “What Should People Know About Fighting? 
[Serious]” 

1) Anonymoustard wrote, “If running away is an option, take 
it.” 

JESUS_CUNT_KICK wrote: 

“Honestly, the legal consequences of being in a fight aren’t 
worth it for anyone who has work in the morning. 

“Yeah, hi, Sam, I am not gonna be in the office tomorrow. 

“Why? What happened? 

“I got arrested for a bar fight. 

“Oh for fuck’s sake. How am I gonna explain this? We have 
a meeting with the board first thing in the morning. Who is 
driving your kids to school? Does your wife know where you 
are?” 

SgredHeadEdd commented: 

“I actually de-escalated a fight a few years back with 
something like this. I said to the dude, ‘It doesn’t matter 
which one of us wins, both of us are getting arrested, and I 
bet we both have shit we need to be doing in the morning.’ 

“Dude mulled it over, called me a cunt, and walked off.” 

observant_entity commented, “I got up to a green belt in 
taekwondo. It was almost useless to me when fighting in real 
life. I say almost because at least my fitness was good. When 
we sparred in class, it’s kind of choreographed so you can 
easily respond with a set of moves. In real life, people fight 
dirty and imperfect. Even my sensei encouraged us to run 
and avoid fights. The fact is people seldom stand still while 
you’re performing a roundhouse kick that would send them 
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to the hospital. MMA [Mixed Martial Arts] is more useful in 
that regard.”27 

28. “How Do You Respond To ‘Are You On Your 
Period?’ Asked Mockingly By A Man When Just Being 
Firm Or Assertive?” 

1) Good_nuff wrote, “Why are you asking questions about 
my vagina?” 

2) aferret79 wrote, “I could go from ‘Why, do you need a 
tampon?’ to ‘Bless your heart, your mother should have 
swallowed.’ It all depends on how I’m feeling that day.” 

3) Confetticandi wrote, “‘Why? Do you feel that 
threatened?’ Or sometimes, ‘Seriously? What year is it?’ if 
they’re older than me. Flip it into age-shaming with the 
implication that they’re old and out-of-touch for acting that 
way.” 

4) MissingBrie wrote: 

“‘I bet your mother wished she got her period.’ 

“(Except only in my head because I’m neither quick nor 
mean enough. It’s a curse.)” 

5) Emptyplates wrote, “I woke up in a puddle of my own 
blood this morning, and I’m going to end the day in a pool 
of yours if you don’t get the hell out of my way.” 

6) code-sloth wrote, “Just laugh at him. ‘Oh, wow, you must 
be feeling embarrassed to say something that cringey.’ Then 
continue with whatever I was doing or saying.” 

 
27 Source: NeoCulexor, “What should people know about fighting? 
[Serious]” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o0602n/what_should_p
eople_know_about_fighting_serious/ >. 
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7) primarkindies wrote, “Ask them to repeat themselves. Or 
pretend I don’t get what they are saying and ask them to 
explain.” 

8) FreeAlexandria wrote: 

“‘That is entirely off limits and completely irrelevant.’ 

“To be honest, when this has happened I’m usually 
speechless at just how rude the person is. It catches me off 
guard. Admittedly, this hasn’t happened to me a lot, though, 
and when it did it happened more in online interactions for 
me personally.” 

9) BBQpigsfeet wrote, “Just say yes, and then start going 
into excruciating detail about your flow and your cramps, 
and maybe add in a bit about how you got some on your 
hands and then pat him on the back and walk away. Bet he 
won’t ask again.” 

soniabegonia commented, “In my experience, this is the 
most effective approach: Be very earnest, not at all offended, 
just very open and honest and congenial about your period. 
They are trying to get a reaction out of you and even a 
disgusted look is enough to encourage them. But they 
definitely don’t want the details. Lol!” 

soniabegonia added, “Yup! I stumbled on this by accident by 
simply not understanding social cues well. I would always 
directly answer the weird and gross questions that male 
nerds asked me when I was a teen in the early 2000s, 
because, well, they asked the question and I wasn’t 
embarrassed by the answer, so I gave it in lots of detail. They 
always WERE embarrassed by my answer, though. Even if 
it was something that in theory was a ‘sexy’ question, they 
did not expect nor want that level of clinical detail. Never 
happened twice with the same person. Sometimes not having 
a social skill is secretly the best social skill.” 
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10) Beautiful-Tower-7330 wrote: 

“Depends on the situation. 

“Professional — ‘That is extremely unprofessional, etc.’ 

“Personal — ‘You want to go there? Okay. Have your balls 
dropped? Is your wife disappointed with your performance 
in the bedroom?’”28 

29. “Parents, What Is The Most Heartbreaking Thing 
Your Child Has Ever Said To You?” 

1) Dirtiestlarry wrote: 

“I was taking a break from mowing the lawn one day, sitting 
in the dining room with a glass of ice water, and my two 
stepdaughters were hanging out with me. The topic of 
boyfriends came up, which isn’t surprising since my 
youngest (5th grade at the time) was all the time finding a 
new one. Either myself or her sister, I forget which, 
mentioned that her current boyfriend was a bit chubby 
(nothing wrong with chubby folks), and she immediately got 
defensive saying ‘LOOKS DON’T MATTER!’ But being 
the one to poke fun for fun’s sake (not to be malicious), I 
said at some point they probably will. 

“My oldest one chimes in and says, ‘Well, if looks matter, 
why is mom with you?’ and I instantly died inside. She 
realized what she said and was like, ‘NO! I DIDNT MEAN 
IT LIKE THAT! YOU’RE BALD!’ Double-burn. I deserved 
it, though.” 

 
28 Source: 0_Auror_Borealis_0, “How do you respond to "Are you on 
your period?" asked mockingly by a man when just being firm or 
assertive?” Reddit. AskWomen. 14 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nzyvhx/how_do_you_
respond_to_are_you_on_your_period/ >. 
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Dirtiestlarry added: 

“Honestly, I thought it was hilarious and they were super 
apologetic afterwards. So of course I trolled them hard about 
it for a long time. 

“‘Ugly Larry is gonna go finish mowing now.’” 

2) AbundanceOfOnsluaght wrote: 

“When my daughter was four years old, we went to a funeral, 
and had to explain that she was seeing a dead body, etc. 

“Later that night when I was putting her to bed, she asked, 
‘Am I going to die someday?’ to which I said yes. ‘But I 
don’t want to die … will you be with me when I die? I don’t 
want to die alone ….’ 

“That was rough.” 

3) SunflowerAges wrote, “In an argument, my parents said 
they are raising me like their parents raised them. In the heat 
of the moment, I turned to my mother and said, ‘You avoid 
your mother and hardly speak to her.’ I turned to my dad and 
said, ‘You only recently started talking to your parents after 
years. If you want to raise me how they did you, then I’ll 
have the same relationship with you as you have with your 
parents.’”29 

 
29 Source: cringeaddict89, “Parents, what is the most heartbreaking 
thing your child has ever said to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 June 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o3k3li/parents_what_is
_the_most_heartbreaking_thing_your/ >. 
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30. “People Who Have Actually Followed Reddit’s 
Advice, What Was It And How Did It Work Out?” 

Send_ur_private_pics wrote, “I asked about some computer 
issues once when building a new personal computer. It was 
a kind of obscure-ish issue that was really my fault for not 
catching before buying the parts. My CPU [Central 
Processing Unit] wasn’t compatible with my motherboard 
without a bios update. Couldn’t update the bios on the 
motherboard without a CPU. Someone shipped me a 
compatible CPU overnight and trusted I’d send it right back. 
He really hooked me up and told me exactly what to do and 
how to get it working. He got his chip and a nice little gift 
card for a local restaurant, too. You usually only hear about 
the bad stuff that can happen but sometimes people are just 
straight good to one another.”30 

31. “What Is The Stupidest Injury You’ve Ever Gotten?” 

1) SafariJim wrote, “Severed three tendons in my left hand 
while slicing a bagel. Basic tendon repair went over well, but 
my middle finger got infected. They had to put a tendon from 
my leg into my hand. Three surgeries over a fucking bagel.” 

2000smallemo commented, “I always cringe when I see 
people cut an avocado while it’s in their palm. I handled at 
least 1,000 avocados as a line cook and these slippery 
fuckers will ruin your life if you don’t do it right.” 

2) DeanSmartin wrote, “My sister said, ‘Hey! I wanna shoot 
your BB gun!,’ so I give it 10 pumps, hand it to her, walk 

 
30 Source: IfByLand, “People who have actually followed Reddit’s 
advice, what was it and how did it work out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 
June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o3bnpz/people_who_h
ave_actually_followed_reddits_advice/ >. 



 85 

 

over to the tire, and as I’m setting the pop can on the tire, she 
shoots me in the ass. Took a doctor 10 minutes to dig it out.” 

TremorSis commented, “Ah, same! Expect mine was by my 
little brother and it was right above my crack. He apologized 
until he was well into his 20’s, and last year (I guess he got 
tired of the teasing) he just said, ‘You know what! Fuck it, 
yeah, I did it on purpose.’ That shit hurt.” 

libra00 wrote, “Oof. I had a friend’s older brother decide to 
chase us around the outside of the house with a BB gun, 
shooting at us. He missed every shot but one — to the top 
back of my head. It hurt a bit at first, but mostly it bled like 
crazy. Once the bleeding stopped, I didn’t think much about 
it until several days later when I was lying in bed and folded 
my hands under my head and felt a hard little bump — the 
BB had gone up under the skin and this was the first time 
anyone had felt around up there. I just had a little wound that 
would’ve healed on its own from the BB itself, but after 
having it cut out, I got six stitches and my hair has never laid 
right in that spot since.” 

3) JoeOutrage wrote: 

“I had lost about 30 pounds, and my belt was getting too big. 
Most people would say ‘Oh, time to buy a new belt!’ The 
craftier of us might say ‘time to get out my leather punch!’ I 
say, ‘Time to dig a hole in the belt with my folding 
pocketknife!’ 

“It folded in on itself while I was digging a new hole in the 
leather and cut my thumb to the bone, and I had to go to 
urgent care to get it stitched up. 

“My wife bought me a leather punching tool for Christmas 
that year.” 

LionelSkeggins commented, “I love that your wife bought a 
punch rather than a new belt.” 
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DocArt3mis wrote, “That’s a wife who knows her husband! 
She knows he’s going to do it again one day, so he might as 
well have the proper tool for the job.” 

Additional_Hair_8301 commented: 

“A folding pocketknife without a lock is just an injury you 
can fit in your jeans. 

“Throw it away already. It’s tasted blood once and will do 
so again.” 

4) JokicCheeseburgerMan wrote: 

“This wasn’t me, but I was playing basketball with some 
friends one day and the topic of NBA player Derrick Rose’s 
ACL tear came up. 

“Friend of mine was confused how he could have gotten hurt 
on that play, so he tried to mimic exactly what Rose did to 
see if he could feel any pressure in his knee. 

“He tore his meniscus.”31 

32. “What Is Something You Were Bullied For Growing 
Up That Has Now Become A Trend?” 

1) jasonsmithatlanta wrote, “My freshman year of college in 
the early 90’s, my roommates all made fun of me and called 
me a hillbilly for wearing flannel / plaid shirts. Then Nirvana 
and grunge blew up, and it was a sea of flannel as far as the 
eye could see!” 

spazzardnope commented: 

 
31 Source: 7937397, “What is the stupidest injury you’ve ever gotten?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o3vydx/what_is_the_st
upidest_injury_youve_ever_gotten/ >. 
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“Shit I used to get this all the time, too. I only wore them 
because they were cheap as a kid and all my mum could 
really afford, while everyone else was in expensive 
tracksuits or expensive Polo shirts and jeans. 

“Same thing with trainers, Converse used to be dirt cheap, 
not the crazy prices like they are now but all my friends had 
Nikes Airs or Reebok Pump, and they used to take the piss 
out of my ‘bowling shoes.’ 

“Another one I remember is my mum used to get a bit more 
life out of my jeans without me having holes in the knees by 
either unpicking the pockets off the back and sewing them 
on the knees or buying denim scraps to repair them. 

“I’ve seen jeans that look exactly like the ones I wore 
growing up go for a couple of hundred now (and more), and 
yeah, even though I’m 40-odd-years-old now, my mum still 
fixes clothes for me when I visit because she’s a sweetie. 

“Luckily she divorced my dad in the late 90’s and got a very 
good job soon after, and she is more than OK for money, but 
whenever I visit she always says, ‘You’re too old to be 
dressing like I used to dress you, let me buy you a nice 
jumper and a shirt’ or something, and I still almost 
exclusively wear plaid and Converse unless it’s something 
formal I have to attend.” 

bruwin commented, “I remember back in the 80s the trend 
of wearing a padded vest, then it became something only 
rednecks or trailer trash wore, and then Back to the Future 
came out and they became popular again.” 

2) kwonyewest wrote, “Korean food. Kimchi and lettuce 
wraps were not cool when I was a kid.” 

kwontonamoeba commented, “Holy shit! Another Kwon? 
We’re rare as fuck. It’s mostly Kims out there.” 
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oceanmachine420 commented, “Their excitement is 
kwontageous!” 

Diabeto93 commented, “Kwongratulations.” 

3) FauxPoesFoes228 wrote: 

“For eating ‘weird’ food. I’m Indian. 

My mum used to make me biryani for my school lunches, 
and other kids would give me such shit for it. A common 
refrain was ‘Ewwwwww, why are you eating YELLOW 
FOOD?’ 

“Now everyone’s losing their damn minds over turmeric and 
acting like it’s going to cure cancer, or some shit. I’m here 
like, ‘Ya’ll bastards made fun of me for years for eating 
turmeric, now you’re putting it in your lattes.’ Smack my 
head.” 

wolves_hunt_in_packs commented, “I’m from Southeast 
Asia. We fuse ALL kinds of cuisines, so this sounded even 
more bizarre to me. Here only an idiot would make fun of 
food he wasn’t familiar with.” 

CaptainAwesome06 commented: 

“It’s 730am where I am and I could destroy some biryani 
right now. 

“My daughter had a bully who would make fun of her lunch. 
Daughter would have leftovers that were delicious and 
healthy. Bully would have Lunchables.” 

4) hamanya wrote, “I was bullies for having bushy 
eyebrows. I wound up plucking them to death in the 90s and 
they’ve never recovered.” 

AeBS1978 commented, “Mine, either! Almost pencil-thin 
with no maintenance now. I have to use brow gel and pencil 
just to fill them in. Lol.” 
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5) SparkyPantsMcGee wrote, “Since the last few decades of 
the nerd culture boom, literally everything.” 

LionMaru67 commented: 

“Now when a new Marvel movie or show comes out, I’m the 
guy everyone turns to for the backstory on their new favorite 
character. 

“Time was I got shoved into lockers for knowing this stuff.” 

6) BiryaniBabe wrote, “Wearing hand-me-down clothes. 
Now it’s ‘vintage’ and ‘cool’ to shop at places like Goodwill 
or secondhand stores.” 

joelluber commented, “This goes in and out of fashion. I 
hated having hand-me-downs as a young kid in the late 80s, 
especially since they were often from richer kids at my 
church and then they’d see me in the clothes and say stuff. 
But by the time I was in middle and high school in the 90s, 
grunge had gotten thrifting and ‘vintage’ to be cool.” 

spazzardnope commented: 

“Used to hate going to charity shops with my mum as a kid 
in case anyone saw me from school and told everyone I was 
a ‘Scav.’ (Means poor in a lot of parts of the UK for anyone 
not from my neck of the woods.) 

“Now it’s one of my favourite pastimes.” 

7) Grawgar wrote, “Being a girl who liked ‘boy things’ like 
video games, action figures, sci fi, etc.” 

Pizzapro68 commented: 

“Man, we really went from 

“‘oNLy bOys cAN PLay gAMes!’ to 
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“‘oMg. It’s a cute gamer girl. Please send me nudes, 
please!’” 

8) ayarbee wrote, “Having a big butt. Women now have 
surgery to get butts like I’ve always had, but being a young 
person in the late 1990s / early 2000s when the trend was to 
be underweight with a flat ass was loads of fun.” 

Impressive-File-2599 commented, “There’s so many 
movies, etc., from around that time with the women asking, 
‘Does my butt look big in this?’ and hoping for a no reply, 
nowadays they’d be hoping for a yes. Haha.” 

Crazycatlover commented, “When I was 14, I overheard a 
girl say very disdainfully about me, ‘She’s just so fat. I mean, 
she’s thin in the waist, but her butt is fat.’ That comment 
crushed me.” 

Wankeritis responded: 

“Oh, my god. I am so sorry for 14-year-old you. 

“I always saw myself as hugely overweight because I had 
curves and now I would kill to have the body of my younger 
self.” 

9) MadTouretter wrote, “This is why I just do my own thing. 
I’m cool every 10 years or so.” 

ClancyHabbard responded: 

“Eh, it depends on the asshole. I still get people quizzing me 
and then declaring I’m not a ‘real gamer’ if I don’t know 
every single nuance of a game. 
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“It’s Minecraft, assholes, not an exam. I don’t care about the 
damn trivia.”32 

33. “Women In Customer Service, What Is The Worst 
Interaction With A Customer You Have Ever Had?” 

1) upaharalatvia wrote, “My worst experience was when I 
was 22, I was a waitress at this steak house and a guy in the 
military came in and wouldn’t leave me alone after I took his 
order. He kept calling me over to talk about random stuff; I 
was so busy and he kept trying to talk. Then after three hours 
when we closed, he stayed outside of the restaurant and 
waited for me. I told him to please leave, and he kept 
insisting that I go with him to his hotel room. I had to secretly 
walk out the other exit and take the long way back to my car 
to avoid him. He came again the next day to my work.” 

2) tsuikiii wrote, “There were a lot of small ones from when 
I worked at a coffee shop. One time a customer got mad at 
me and complained to corporate because I told her that our 
smallest size was called a ‘small’ and she thought that it 
should be called a ‘short.’ That one stands out for being so 
bizarre … like, who cares so much about the names of the 
cup sizes? Another time a customer threw a lid plug thingy 
at me. She came in frequently and I’m pretty sure she was 
legitimately mentally ill (like schizophrenia) so it was 
unpleasant but not surprising.” 

3) RockStarNinja7 wrote: 

“Oh, man, there are so many. I’ve had people throw things 
at me and swear at me and my employees. A guy pulled a 
knife on my co-manager for asking if he needed help, 

 
32 Source: xtaliaxw, “What is something you were bullied for growing 
up that has now become a trend?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o3vxsy/what_is_somet
hing_you_were_bullied_for_growing_up/ >. 
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someone spit in the face of my employees as they were 
running out the door stealing stuff, and those are just the 
assholes. I’ve also had people who poop and pee in fitting 
rooms, some of them will hide it under clothes which is super 
fun to find later, people who tell their kids to poop and pee 
on the sales floor because they don’t want to find them the 
bathroom, I once was in a fitting room and a girl took her 
used tampon out and left it on top of a pile of clothes she 
tried on. The list goes on. For those who are curious, these 
were all at major clothing retail chains. 

“Oh, I once also a customer called the store after she left to 
complain to the store manager about me. She was angry 
because it was early, around 8am, and I was too nice. She 
thought it was rude that I was nice to her so early in the 
morning and I had to have been faking it and mocking her.” 

4) ifalatefa wrote:  

“Oh, so many. 

“One guy threw his phone at my head when I told him he 
was cut off because he hadn’t paid his bill. 

“Another man spat on me because insurance didn’t cover his 
phone repair. 

“One particularly weird man said, ‘I would destroy you,’ and 
then walked out. 

“We had a daily masturbator who would just stand in the 
door looking at us.” 

5) throw_havingdoubts wrote, “I’m not in the hospitality 
industry anymore, but there was an instance where a 
customer was rude to me whilst serving her then had the 
audacity to question why I wasn’t smiling … I was like, ‘Are 
you fucking kidding me?’ It’s like shooting a person and 
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asking why they’re bleeding. I was so angry I needed to get 
some air.” 

6) nevertruly wrote, “When I worked as a receptionist for an 
outpatient mental health facility, a patient came in with a 
shotgun while having a severe paranoia episode and 
threatened to shoot me, the mental health staff, and anyone 
else who was part of ‘them.’ We had to pretend that 
everything was totally normal and not react to his threats 
long enough for his therapist to convince him to go back to 
the room with them. At that point, I was able to sound the 
silent alarm to bring the cops and have them coordinate with 
the mental health pros. No one got shot, but it was 
terrifying.”33 

34. “What Is Something You’ve Done Purely Out Of The 
Goodness Of Your Heart, But Have Never Told 
Anyone?” 

1) Klown1327 wrote: 

“Back when quarantine and stuff first started, I was headed 
back from the store and came across a broken-down car. He 
had almost made it into the CVS parking lot, but the car gave 
out just outside of it. I pulled into the parking lot and asked 
if he wanted a push out of the road, he did. I pushed the car 
and got it halfway up the little incline going into the parking 
lot, but I couldn’t get it any further by myself (he had a bad 
leg and couldn’t help … plus he needed to be behind the 
wheel), but at least it was out of the street. I asked him what 
happened, and he told me he had run out of gas. Asked if he 

 
33 Source: ClownCowboy, “Women in customer service, what is the 
worst interaction with a customer you have ever had?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 20 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o3yutf/women_in_cus
tomer_service_what_is_the_worst/ >. 
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had a gas can, and he pulled out a small gas can, I offered to 
run it down to the gas station and bring it back. On the way 
back from gilling it up, I began to think to myself that this 
little bit of gas wouldn’t get him very far, and as I had just 
gotten paid and had just pulled some cash from the bank, I. 
figured he could use a little help. 

“When I got to the guy, I gave him the gas can as well as $40 
and I told him, ‘I’m not sure how far you need to go, but that 
little bit of gas isn’t gonna get you very far, I hope this helps 
you out some.’ He just looked at the money and back at me, 
like I’d given him the keys to a new house or something. He 
started telling me, ‘I get paid tomorrow, I can give you my 
address, and I will pay you back,’ but I insisted I didn’t want 
anything in return. He looked like he was on the verge of 
tears. He explained how he had just gotten out of jail a few 
months before and was trying really hard to stay on the right 
path, working an honest job and everything, but that it was 
hard. He told me he would take my kindness as a sign that 
he was on the right path and thanked me several times. Had 
I known how much it meant to him, I would’ve given him 
more. I hope he’s doing well.” 

2) MariaOSullivan wrote: 

“This isn’t as impressive as the comments I’ve read, but this 
is just something I did recently. 

“I’m a member of a Sims group on Facebook where people 
talk about the game, expansion packs, etc. I noticed a 
comment by a teenager who said her favourite pack would 
be Pets, but she can’t afford it. I went onto her page and saw 
that she really loved horses. I could also tell from her 
pictures that her mum was disabled and money looked tight. 
I was fortunate enough when I was her age to always get the 
packs on the release dates and I used The Sims as a wind-
down from revising and school. I thought that this girl 
needed the escapism way more than I ever did, so I bought 
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every expansion pack, messaged her the activation codes, a 
link to a YouTube video on how to use them, and a short 
message saying I hope you enjoy playing and to keep 
smiling. 

“I really do wish her the very best.” 

3) ActualGiantPenguin wrote: 

“One weekend when I was in my teens, I was wandering 
around outside daydreaming as bored teenagers with no 
close friends tend to do. In the vicinity of an old one-room 
schoolhouse, I found a plastic jar that said, ‘OPEN ME,’ on 
the lid, and I did so. 

“The jar was filled with dry black-eyed peas, plus, buried 
within, a small, illustrated flier that said, ‘Goodbye, Earl!’ 

“It was a certificate from a local country music station 
redeemable for free tickets to a Dixie Chicks concert. I found 
out the next day from a classmate that it was part of a contest 
in which the station gave out daily clues during airtime as to 
the jar’s location, so listeners could search for it. I had 
stumbled across it entirely by coincidence. 

“I had no interest in country music, but I knew that a girl in 
one of my classes was a Dixie Chicks fanatic. A couple days 
after finding it, toward the end of class, I left the certificate 
on the floor by her desk where she would find it. (I had never 
spoken to this person, nor would I go on to — beyond the 
shared space of a classroom, our milieux did not intersect.) 
Her look of sheer, incredulous joy and the way she rushed to 
catch up with one of her friends to show her as the class filed 
out was the highlight of my day.” 

4) bazoid wrote: 

“In my neighborhood, there are a few intersections where 
people often ask for spare change from the cars waiting at 
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the light. I don’t usually give money, but on one occasion 
last summer, a guy approached my car just asking if I had a 
pen. I could see that he had a bit of cardboard and was trying 
to make a sign for himself but didn’t even have anything to 
write with. For some reason that just struck me differently, 
like this guy doesn’t even have what he needs to ask 
strangers for money. 

“I didn’t have anything in my car, but I lived only a couple 
blocks away, so when I got home I grabbed a Sharpie and 
walked back over to give it to him. I could see that he 
recognized me from the car a few minutes ago and was 
totally shocked that I’d come back. He was really thankful 
for the pen and also mentioned having come out of jail 
recently. I’m pretty sure he had substance-abuse issues and 
to be honest I’m not too hopeful that he’s in a better situation 
now, although I haven’t seen him for a while so he could be. 
I just wanted to make that one day for him a tiny bit easier 
even if I didn’t have the power to change his life in a 
meaningful way.” 

5) Pan-or-Ace wrote, “It’s not much, but whenever I see a 
work of art online, be it a painting / drawing, original music, 
a dance, creative writing, etc., I always try to leave a small 
compliment / acknowledgement of their work because I 
know how much courage it takes to post your creative work 
online.” 

-Dillad- commented, “It was people like you who helped me 
get the confidence to post my music online. Thank you.” 

6) renecruz12 wrote, “When I was in high school, there was 
a girl who never talked to anyone, was all alone, and I never 
once saw her speak for long periods of time, unless it was 
for projects or something, but that really isn’t the main thing. 
The first time we had the Valentine’s Day party, I noticed 
she seemed really down, because (I think) all the other girls 
were getting flowers and such from the boys (you could buy 
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flowers and other stuff for someone if you wanted), so I kind 
of felt bad. I decided to buy her a flower, but anonymously. 
When she received the flower, she seemed … confused, but 
at least she smiled. The next year, same thing happened, 
every girl with flowers except for her, so I did the same, this 
time she once more seemed surprised, but not bad surprised, 
happy surprised. Next year I did the same, but this time I 
gave her a whole bouquet of flowers, she seemed 
overflowing with joy. People asked her who gave her those, 
and she said she didn’t know, but was happy. Maybe not the 
most interesting story here, but putting a smile on someone 
really made me feel happy.” 

7) Just_A_RandomCoocnut commented, “Wow, that one hit 
close to home. I’ve been in that girl’s shoes a lot in life. 
Seeing everyone around you receive an object or symbol that 
someone else cares for you or really likes you and not 
receiving one yourself can be soul crushing, like sitting alone 
at lunch. Absolute respect for making her day more special 
and I wish someone had done that for me.” 

8) eyexxiii wrote: 

“At the beginning of the pandemic, I was volunteering at a 
local pizza shop to distribute slices to kids who otherwise 
couldn’t get fed because the schools were shut down. 

“There was a woman with three kids who came by every few 
days to get slices. Turns out the father had died unexpectedly 
right before the pandemic started, and they lost their house 
[…]. The mother lost her job because she had no one to 
watch the kids. They were living in their minivan and things 
were bad for them. 

“They were so nice and grateful, but ashamed when they’d 
come by to get slices that I genuinely felt for them. 

“I had lost my job and got a pretty decent windfall of two 
months’ worth of unemployment and the CARES Act at 
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once. My landlord had a few properties open and is a close 
friend, so I got in touch with him and we worked out me 
paying their security deposit and the first two months of rent 
and he’d cover their utilities. 

“I gave her his number and said he might be able to help and 
they moved in the next day. They’ve been there ever since 
and are doing extremely well now. 

“EDIT — Whoa, this blew up in a matter of no time. Thank 
you, everyone! 

“I was homeless at one point in my life, but I didn’t have 
children. I couldn’t just stand idly by, especially because I 
had been given way more money than I even knew what to 
do with. With everything that was happening and uncertainty 
of what was coming, I figured that money needed to be used 
for good rather than my own selfish needs.” 

9) overstitches wrote, “My friend from college was 
struggling to get the money to pay for his cat’s surgery. We 
did everything we could to raise the money, I even asked my 
father to put this little donation box on his craft-beer bar, but 
we were still missing a few bucks. My friend doesn’t know 
it, but I added some really good money to the box before 
handling it to him, and I still remember how grateful he was 
when he saw the money was more than enough, He also told 
me, after the surgery, that he never believed we could make 
it, but he saw the dedication I put into it and believed in 
me.”34 

 
34 Source: slizsarbleh, “What is something you’ve done purely out of 
the goodness of your heart, but have never told anyone?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 22 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o56n1t/what_is_somet
hing_youve_done_purely_out_of_the/ >. 
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35. “What Was Your Best ‘Right Place At The Right 
Time’ Moment?” 

1) ASA-firepower wrote: 

“Outer Banks, North Carolina. I went down to the beach kind 
of early and I see a group of people right at the water’s edge, 
looking concerned, pointing, etc. As I get close to them, I 
realize there’s a person perhaps 50 yards offshore floating 
on a little raft you’d see in a pool. I know there are nasty rip 
currents there, but I slowly start walking out in the water 
thinking as long as I don’t get too deep I’ll see how far I can 
get. I end up getting within arm’s reach of the girl on the 
little raft, when I realized her boyfriend and a guy probably 
in his seventies are holding onto the far side of the raft, as 
well. I end up pulling them in and probably saving the old 
guy’s life because he was really struggling to keep his head 
above water. We got to the shore, and he collapsed and was 
vomiting sea water until the ambulance showed up. 

“It was pretty stupid on my part, and I was probably right 
next to the rip current, not in it or I would have been screwed, 
too. Anyway, none of my friends saw this, but the next day 
as we’re down there, one of the group came over, handed me 
a beer, and told them the story like I was some incredible 
superhero. So that was cool.” 

2) Ronbot13 wrote, “When I was a baby, my heart stopped. 
We lived near the doctors, so my mom threw me in the pram 
[stroller] and ran me to the doctor’s. The pavements were 
cobbled. The doctors were convinced that it was the 
bouncing in the pram across the cobbles that restarted my 
heart. They even told my mom that had she called an 
ambulance instead I probably wouldn’t have lived.” 

3) aht320 wrote, “Was living with a friend in Washington, 
D.C., who had a cool internship (in college) and I was 
waitressing at a hotel pool. It was terrible, superhot, and I 
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had to wear a Hawaiian shirt. I got in our building elevator 
and started making small talk with an older guy who got in. 
Turns out he’s my congressman from back home! Told him 
I hated my job … he said, ‘Well, come work for me!’ Started 
interning at his office the following Monday. Nicest guy!” 

MissRockNerd commented, “Wow, I guess there is a cure 
for the summertime blues.” 

5) d_inthe_wilderness wrote, “My father was at a funeral of 
an old friend. He had a massive heart attack. Luckily there 
were these EMTs having lunch right in the same parking lot 
he fell in. There’s also a state-of-the-art heart hospital two 
blocks away. Right place. Right time.” 

6) Nickelnomics wrote, “I was doing an event for NASCAR 
in Las Vegas. We were at the end of the event and had to get 
the cars from the display area to the trucks they use to 
transport them. This was something that we had planned on 
doing at 4 am when the crowds were low, but no one wanted 
to do that. So, while we were having a meeting with the Las 
Vegas Police Department and the drivers, the LVPD captain 
said, ‘Why don’t we just do this right now (9 PM)? I’ll just 
shut down Las Vegas BLVD and we can drive the cars right 
down the street.’ Everyone agreed that was the best option, 
but one problem was, there were only 11 drivers for 12 cars. 
The question then went out to the group: ‘Does anyone know 
how to drive a stick?’ Everyone kinda stared blankly at one 
another until I said, ‘Yeah, I can.’ And with that everyone 
went to hop into their cars, I got an incredibly brief tutorial 
on how to flip the right switches in the right order to start the 
car, and then I was just left to my own devices. And that’s 
how I ended up being able to drive a NASCAR car down the 
Las Vegas Strip. And  I stalled it only four times!” 

7) lydriseabove wrote, “Brother was picking me up to go 
back to college after a weekend visit home and randomly 
heard on the radio that my favorite band of all time was 
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playing at a small town just over the state border, maybe a 
45-minute drive away. We took a quick detour to a pizza 
chain where tickets were allegedly being sold, but they 
informed us it must have just been certain locations, so we 
just decide to wing it and try to get tickets at the door. We 
get there and the concert is literally in an elementary school 
gym. I went to get in line for tickets and this gloomy-looking 
guy heard my brother and me talking and offers us his ticket 
for free as he was from a competing radio station and was 
pretty much bullied out. Had a blast seeing my favorite band, 
fell in love with another I had previously just liked, 
discovered Paramore just a few weeks before they really 
blew up in popularity on MTV, all completely unexpected, 
and got one of the tickets for free. Happiest day of my first 
~18 years of my life.” 

8) ToothbrushGames wrote, “Was working a job I’d been at 
for like 15 years. One day my department got a new boss and 
she was awful. For some reason she formed a grudge against 
me. (I’d never had a single issue with anybody in the 15 
years I’d been there — I think I just didn’t ‘fall in line’ fast 
enough.) She tried to get me fired, which didn’t work, so she 
resorted to making my life hell while I was there. Finally I 
had it and started looking for a new job and got hired pretty 
quickly as a position had just opened up at another company 
that I had heard good things about. Now less than three years 
later, I’m making almost double what I did before and it’s a 
super-awesome work environment, so thanks, crappy boss! 
Oh, and she got fired less than a year after I left, which was 
the icing on the cake.” 

9) procrast1natrix wrote: 

“I went to a job fair nearly two decades ago. Handed my 
resume around. Had a brief stairwell interview with the PI 
[?] of a small cancer research lab. Got called back, and part 
of the interview was with the tech I would be replacing. They 
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did everything they could to signal to me all of the red flags 
that she was a terrible boss. Body language, odd statements, 
the PI was nuts and they almost said it outright. But I needed 
the job. 

“She called me back saying that while I was a great fit for 
her, actually her husband needed me more, would I work for 
him even though the position wasn’t yet posted? In a much 
larger more prestigious lab because he was the Department 
Chair, doing things better suited to my skill set (small animal 
surgery). And as it turned out, he wasn’t nuts, he was a great 
boss. (His wife was really nuts; this was a close call.) Two 
years later, his recommendation got me into medical school. 
I learned a lot and had a great experience. 

“Always interview like it’s a great job; you don’t know 
who’s watching.”35 

36. “Gun Store Owners / Employees Of Reddit, What 
Are Some Red Flags You Have Seen That Caused You 
To Deny The Sale Of A Firearm?” 

TacosArePeopleToo wrote: 

“My personal favorite: A couple walks in: 

“Guy: Looks at a bunch of different guns, asks questions. 

“Girl: Stands in the middle of the store, not paying attention 
at all. 

“Guy after asking all sorts of questions decides on cheap .40 
pistol and I hand him the 4473. 

 
35 Source: m1racle, “What was your best ‘right place at the right time’ 
moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o52zxp/what_was_you
r_best_right_place_at_the_right_time/ >. 
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“Guy: ‘Oh, nah, man, it’s for her, so she’s gonna do the 
paperwork.’ 

“Me thinking: The fuck it is. You can’t pass a background 
check. 

“So we get both their IDs, note his info, let her fill it out but 
don’t run it, say it was delayed, report to the ATF a straw-
purchase attempt along with a copy of the 4473 and 
surveillance footage. Then they never do anything. Probably 
too busy shooting dogs or arguing over stocks and braces.” 

honeubunchesofpwn commented: 

“For those unfamiliar: 

“Every gun sale in the US that has a Federally Licensed 
Dealer (FFL Holder) involved needs to have a NICS 
Background Check conducted as part of the transaction. The 
NICS System is a phone number you call, submit info, and 
get a PASS/FAIL on proceeding with the sale. 

“If gun store employees, at any point, decide that there’s 
some shady shit going on, there are at least a few options to 
let LEO know. 

“The problem is that the ATF and other LE Agencies are 
notoriously lazy when it comes to enforcing stuff like lying 
on the ATF Form 4473, straw purchases, etc. When certain 
pro-gun people say, ‘Enforce the laws we already have,’ this 
is what they are typically referring to.” 

Prikkasaurus_Rex commented: 

“I had one couple come in and she claimed she was buying 
him a pistol as a gift. I called my boss over just in case shit 
went south because, well, I mean all of us FFL guys have 
been there. People get all bent when you tell them no. 
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“So yeah, I explain the situation, and he tells them the same 
thing I did, which was that if the gun is his, he must fill the 
paperwork. But she refuses, and says she is filling it out and 
buying it for him. 

“Manager says, ‘Okay, here’s the deal. Go buy a gift card for 
the exact amount of the gun, give it to him, and have him 
come back and fill out all the paperwork. The problem is the 
gun is for him, so he has to fill the paperwork, but we also 
can’t have him fill the papers and YOU purchase it with your 
money. If the gun is for him, it has to be his paperwork, and 
HIS money.’ 

“The guy complains now, and manager looks at him, and 
says, ‘Sir, the only way you’re getting the firearm is if you 
fill out the forms. If you want to do that, I’d be more than 
happy to help you.’ 

“The guy says, ‘Well, uh … I can’t do that.’ 

“Manager and I both leaned in at the same time. I go, ‘Uh 
huh.’ 

“And he says, ‘There would be a, uh, hitch with the 
paperwork.’ 

“Manager says, ‘What, do you mean a ‘hitch’ with a federal 
background check?’ 

“Guy says, ‘I don’t think I could pass it.’ 

“Manager says, ‘Okay. I need you to leave the store now.’ 
And escorted him out. 

“I’ve had several people attempt that shit. 

“Also one time I had an old man come in looking at an AR. 
Relatively strange because most old men are Fudds, but 
okay. As he’s filling out the form, he mentions the reasoning 
for the purchase. He had originally stated that he wanted it 
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because his pistol was just too hard to be accurate with in his 
old age, and he heard AR’s have light recoil. 

“Perfectly reasonable. 

“But now, oh God now, he tells me that he’s getting it 
because he had some kid threaten him on his property and he 
had shot him with his .380 and there was an ongoing lawsuit, 
and that he wanted the AR to ‘be sure he wasn’t getting back 
up next time.’ 

“Yeah, snatched the paperwork from him, told him he was 
declined, and kicked his ass out. 

“Actionable threat, get the fuck out of my store.” 

Prikkasaurus_Rex added: 

“He went into detail about how this kid was a ‘thug’ and all 
this other shit, and specifically mentioned that he was going 
to shoot this kid and kill him if he ever saw him again. 

“It was a proper threat, and I wasn’t gonna risk it. So I kicked 
him out. 

“On a more light-hearted note, we had an old lady come in 
and purchase a .22 pistol. Had a manager come and look over 
all the finished paperwork to check for mistakes and sign it 
all off (former army guy spent six straight overseas [tours?] 
in the Middle East, white as hell, spoke fluent Arabic. Funny 
ass dude.). He asks her the purpose for her purchase, which 
before she had told me ‘self-defense’ and she had chosen .22 
since she was rather old and couldn’t really handle recoil. 
Makes sense. 

“But she tells him, ‘I’ve got a wild hog problem, and they 
run at me when I’m riding my lawnmower sometimes, so I 
need a gun to kill them.’ 
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“Manager looks her dead in the eyes and say, ‘Ma’am, 
you’re only gonna piss it off with this gun.’ 

“She was upset at this news. She ended up getting it 
anyways, but my manager recommended she move up to a 
.380 at some point. 

“We both had a good laugh after she had left.”36 

37. “What Are The ‘Unwritten’ Rules For New Reddit 
Users?” 

AmigoDelDiabla wrote, “If your post in any way, shape, or 
form can be misinterpreted, it will be.” 

Probonic, “What did you call me?” 

AnthonyOnRedit responded, “I think he called you a d*ck.” 

TeaSpiller1 responded, “Quack!” 

Just-Call-Me-J responded, “Hey, no need for such fowl 
language.” 

mikhail_saratov commented, “So you’re saying the entire 
community here is malicious and manipulative and will look 
for reasons to antagonize people? Way to generalize, 
asshole.” 

deepcethree commented, “It takes one person to misinterpret 
what you said for it to be misinterpreted. Even if that’s one 
in a hundred chance for someone to misinterpret it, a post 
that’s been seen more than 100 times will be misinterpreted.” 

 
36 Source: Wernher_VonKerman, “Gun store owners/employees of 
Reddit, what are some red flags you have seen that caused you to deny 
the sale of a firearm?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o5c2w8/gun_store_ow
nersemployees_of_reddit_what_are_some/ >. 
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naouak responded, “Who is that Miss Interpreted? I’ve never 
met her.”37 

38. “What’s A Small Act Of Kindness That Is Easily 
Done?” 

1) psycho-pancake wrote, “Complimenting someone!” 

Cuntybitch commented: 

“I agree! 

“There’s been so many times I’ve been having an awful day, 
and someone will compliment my hair, or a tattoo and I’ll 
feel a little better. 

“I always dole out little (genuine) compliments to random 
people. 

“Please note this does not apply to unsolicited / creepy 
comments about my body or generally how I look. Those are 
kinda a bummer and uncomfortable.” 

2) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “Giving a man a compliment. You 
have no idea how long we go without them.” 

3) DwightFrank wrote, “It is hard to name one. But 
whenever I’m doing outside work (gardening, snow 
shoveling, sweeping the walk, or taking the trash to the 
curb), I generally also do the same for my neighbours. I 
normally say to myself, ‘What have you lost, like ten 
seconds of your time to do that little thing for them?’ … just 
saying something like that to myself makes it seem easy and 
insignificant and a nice thing to do.” 

 
37 Source: DiamondGamerYTO, “What are the ‘unwritten’ rules for 
new Reddit users?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o5lyoh/what_are_the_u
nwritten_rules_for_new_reddit_users/ >. 
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4) TheOGCrysLady wrote, “Remembering small 
preferences and thinking of others. I remember this one time 
I was out to eat with a friend, and I got there a little late, and 
when I arrived she had ordered my favorite drink without ice 
because she had paid attention and noticed I always asked 
for no ice. This friend also picked me up to hang out and it 
was really cold that day, but before she arrived at my house, 
she had turned on the seat warmer on the passenger seat so 
that my seat was warm when I got in. It’s the little stuff that 
really makes a difference and (at least for me) makes me feel 
really loved and cared for.”38 

39. “Boys Of Reddit, What’s A Seemingly Small Gesture 
That Girls May Do That Drives You Crazy (In A Good 
Way)?” 

1) throwawayfjabfhw wrote: 

“From my experience any kind of compliment from a 
woman often sticks with a guy forever. Guys just don’t really 
get complimented that often, I think. I’m bi and I find I’m 
way more likely to get compliments from gay men than I do 
from my straight guy friends and any women. 

“Although from talking to women, I do acknowledge there 
can be an issue of a man interpreting any nice behavior as 
flirting and assuming the woman must be into him, which I 
think comes from the fact we never get compliments, but I 
can imagine must be super uncomfortable in some 
circumstances.” 

 
38 Source: dungandcougar, “What’s a small act of kindness that is 
easily done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o6at6x/whats_a_small_
act_of_kindness_that_is_easily_done/ >. 
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Bykinski commented, “Every time I compliment a guy 
friend of mine, they get all happy and even remind me of a 
compliment I had said months down the line.” 

meistermichi commented, “Ah yes, I still clearly remember 
that moment from 2011 when that one girl said that I’ve got 
nice fingers. And this is no sex joke; no one was naked at 
that moment.” 

BobaFett0451 wrote, “About seven years ago, I was in line 
at a convenience store, getting drinks with a friend after 
working on a car for several hours. I was dirty and had black 
grease marks still on my arms and face. I wasn’t quite 
finished working on the car yet, so I saw no reason to fully 
clean up just yet. Guy behind the counter said something 
about me being dirty, and the lady in line behind me said, ‘A 
dirty guy is sexy because at least you know he works hard.’ 
I’ll probably remember that interaction for the rest of my 
life.” 

2) CaptainTiad101 wrote, “Definitely a genuine 
compliment. A girl once complimented my outfit in high 
school, which made my day because I put some thought into 
it. Still riding that high to this day.” 

3) double-decker-dildo wrote, “Girl called me ‘sweet’ last 
year. I still blush about it.” 

4) DescriptionUseful69 wrote, “Tell me my Yu-Gi-Oh cards 
are amazing.”39 

 
39 Source: bykinshi, “boys of reddit, what’s a seemingly small gesture 
that girls may do that drives you crazy (in a good way)?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 23 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o65ln7/boys_of_reddit
_whats_a_seemingly_small_gesture/ >. 
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40. “What Is Something An Adult Told You As A Kid, 
‘You’ll Understand When You’re Older,’ Which You 
Now Understand Because You’re Older?” 

Hopeful_Condition_52 wrote, “The time constraints parents 
had with us as kids and the tiresome work that they went 
through just to put food on the table. As a child, I never 
thought it was so demanding for something kids take for 
granted.” 

MisterBuzz commented, “For sure, the first time I 
experienced something like this was when I was in middle 
school. I overheard my mom telling my dad she didn’t know 
how she was going to get us all the stuff we wanted for 
Christmas one year because we were in bad financial shape. 
On Christmas morning, nearly everything I asked for was 
there, although a few items had been substituted for a 
cheaper alternative. (I got Guitar Hero 2 instead of Guitar 
Hero 3. Lol.) I thanked them for the gifts and made sure they 
knew I appreciated it.” 

WhirledNews commented, “That’s why telling your kids 
Santa is real can be an issue. The imaginary man will bring 
anything you wish for.” 

duffman13jws commented: 

“We told our kids Santa gets them only one or two gifts. A 
couple reasons: 

• I’m not letting some imaginary fat man in a red suit get 
credit for all the stuff I’m buying. 

• I don’t want to perpetrate the idea that rich kids are better 
than poor kids because Santa brings them more stuff. 

“This way, the kids can get as much as we’re able and want 
to give, but they know it’s because their parents could afford 
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it, not because they were better behaved than kids who got 
less.” 

Rawrbekka commented: 

“Our best presents didn’t come from Santa or my parents. 
They always addressed the tags from our cat. Then Dad 
would tell us how our cat saved all the change from the 
couches and laundry all year. Then he trotted to the store and 
spent hours while we were at school picking out our 
presents. Then he dragged the present home in a plastic bag 
through the snow. It was a thanks from our cat for all the 
love and cuddles and treats. 

“I’m a married, grown-ass adult, and my husband and I carry 
on this tradition with each other. I like the idea of my cats 
walking to the store with a lil change purse.” 

TheUnblinkingEye1001 commented, “This reminds me of 
the year my wife kinda lost track of who she was signing the 
tags from. We usually let the dogs give a gift each to the 
girls. However, that year she signed approximately 90% of 
the tags from one or both dogs. I’m sitting there handing out 
gifts Christmas morning, trying to hide my annoyance at all 
the credit the dogs are getting. Apparently, I didn’t do a very 
good job at hiding it by the later rounds of gift opening. 
According to some accounts of the morning I read the dogs’ 
names with so much acid dripping from my words that the 
girls were afraid that the dogs were going to get gifted to 
some other family.” 

few23 commented, “I think my daughter figured out Santa 
isn’t real on her own because Santa has the same handwriting 
as her grandma. She still plays along and pretends to get 
annoyed when I start to sing ‘Santa Claus is Coming to 
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Town’ when she starts to act up. It’s not much of an act, but 
I’m a pretty bad singer.”40 

  

 
40 Source: MisterBuzz, “What is something an adult told you as a kid 
‘you’ll understand when you’re older’, that you now understand 
because you’re older?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o728ps/what_is_somet
hing_an_adult_told_you_as_a_kid/ >. 
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Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “What’s Something You Get Compliments On?” 

daydreaming-g wrote, “I’m a fat girl, and the only things I 
get complimented on are my clothes. TT [Crying Emoticon]. 

leatherjaquette commented, “Means you have good taste and 
know how to compliment your body! That’s totally a win!”41 

42. “What Is Something You Should Not Be Afraid Of?” 

ACrispickle wrote, “Turbulence on an airplane.” 

whosthedoginthisscen commented: 

“I was once on a tiny sightseeing plane from Vegas to see 
the Grand Canyon. It was a business group, and I was trying 
to impress the group as I was an outside consultant who was 
trying to be accepted. I had barely met these guys before the 
flight. This plane was so small, the landing gear tire was 
shaking in the wind right outside my window and it was so 
loud everyone had to wear wired earphones to hear the 
guide. There were maybe 10 seats. I was fucking terrified, 
and it was at least a three-hour excursion. I tried to tell 
myself the whole time that it was just like driving over a 
bumpy dirt road, but my lizard brain would not stop shitting 
itself the whole time. I eventually just kept my eye casually 
on the cool, young investment banker in the opposite seat, 
and I figured, if he’s calm, I should be calm, so that kept me 
outwardly calm, at least. 

“When we landed, I was walking across the tarmac trying to 
look normal and hide that my knees were rubber. The banker 

 
41 Source: leatherjaquette, “What’s something you get compliments 
on?” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o73u6x/whats_somet
hing_you_get_compliments_on/ >. 
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dude comes up next to me, slaps an arm around my shoulders 
and if I recall correctly, in a big, gregarious voice says 
something like, ‘Dude, I was scared shitless that whole 
flight, but I just kept looking over at you, and you were so 
calm. It really helped me out. I figured, if that guy’s not 
worried, I shouldn’t be either.’ 

“Take what wisdom you can from that. Maybe that we’re all 
faking our way through it and no one’s really in charge? Or, 
more positively, maybe that we underestimate the positive 
influence we have over others, and overestimate how 
obvious our insecurities are to others. Maybe the average 
person is struggling just as much as you, and you shouldn’t 
take your interpretation of their outward appearance as the 
truth, and to give yourself a break.”42 

43. “Ladies Of Reddit, What’s Your ‘I Am / Was Very 
Badass’ Story 

1) BlondeBobaFett, the Original Poster, wrote: 

“I asked this because I was revisiting old childhood stories 
with my mother and she reminded me how hard it was to 
navigate childcare, etc., particularly the time I was kicked 
out of YMCA camp one summer when I was five for 
refusing to put on a shirt when the boys were allowed to take 
theirs off. Honestly, it’s one of my favorite stories and I love 
the fact that they felt it was so egregious I wasn’t allowed 
back. 

“The story gave me a good chuckle, so I wondered about 
others’ stories.” 

 
42 Source: Philosopher7771, “What is something you should not be 
afraid of?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o70pzg/what_is_somet
hing_you_should_not_be_afraid_of/ >. 
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timidpenguinquacker commented, “I was upset that my little 
brother was allowed to walk around the house in only his 
underwear, yet I had to wear bottoms and a top over mine 
because I was a girl. My six-year-old mind came up with the 
perfect solution! Boys’ underwear must just be ok and girls’ 
aren’t. It’s not that I’m a girl — I’m just wearing the wrong 
undies! So I went in his room, took a pair of his underwear, 
and casually roamed the house in just those. I truly thought 
I found the solution … turns out I was wrong. Lol.” 

2) yellowyoyos wrote, “In high school we were playing 
kickball and some guy was signaling to me (he knew my 
name) and said, ‘Hey, blondie! Go to third base,’ and I yelled 
back, ‘You know my name, so shut the f*ck up. Lol. I don’t 
know what came over me and I usually never talk to people 
like that, but I just felt so belittled by being called blondie. I 
feel kind of badass about it now.” 

3) epicpillowcase wrote, “I made transit cops back off from 
bullying a guy by citing the law (the specific legislation that 
governs their behaviour, guess law school was good for 
something) at them and pointing out their behaviour could 
get them struck off.” 

4) Galdriel298 wrote: 

“I was at a museum by myself and in the same exhibit room 
were two girls, who were probably 16 or 17? A man walks 
in who is probably closer to my own father’s age and starts 
trying to talk to them. They’re clearly uncomfortable, but 
they didn’t feel comfortable telling him to fuck off. I walk 
over and VERY LOUDLY say, ‘Hey, why are you talking 
to these children? Are you a pedophile?’ He looks so 
embarrassed, and the girls start laughing. The guy tried to 
defend himself with the whole, ‘We were just talking. Can’t 
I talk to them?’ Bullshit. I once again very loudly say, 
‘Aren’t you friends with my father?’ He gets flustered and 
asks who my father is,’ and says he doesn’t know him, and I 
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finally say, ‘Sorry, you just seem about my father’s age so I 
figured you would want to be friends with him, not these 
children.’ He finally went stomping off calling me a bitch 
and saying he was gonna have me kicked out, etc. 

“The two girls and I walked around for a while, and I passed 
on the ancient art of telling guys to fuck off without telling 
them to fuck off and traded Pokémon on Pokémon Go. Great 
time. 

“Edit: Thanks, everyone, for the comments and rewards. All 
I ask is you be the person you needed when you were 
younger. I was in a similar situation when I was 16, I didn’t 
have the backbone to stick up for myself that I have now, 
and no one stepped up to help me. Many girls and young 
women feel scared to tell creeps to fuck off. Pay it forward 
if you can. All it usually takes is a loud ‘bitch’ to call them 
out.” 

simplyelegant87 wrote, “Awesome. I’m happy you were 
there for them. Asking a man if he’s a predator or pedophile 
loudly usually works if people are near enough. My friend 
had an experience like that shopping with her teen daughter 
and she saw him talking to her and leering so she asked him 
if he was a pedophile and he said no so she asked him why 
he was acting like one.” 

5) Stetzy93 wrote: 

“If I can speak for my wife who doesn’t have Reddit. 

“We were on our honeymoon and just getting ready for 
dinner after the day by the pool. We open the door to the 
patio to get a little air since it finally was cooling off outside. 
We hear a woman sobbing just being berated by a man. We 
go and stand on the deck to just see if everything is okay. 
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“All of a sudden we hear a smacking sound and then louring 
[loud?] crying. I think, holy shit, better call hotel security. I 
peek over the railing and they’re a floor below and one over. 

“As soon as we hear the smack, my wife leans over and goes, 
‘Did you just fucking hit her?’ He then says, ‘No, don’t 
worry. She’s just overreacting.’ Then we hear a whisper: 
‘Shut the fuck up. You’re making a scene.’ 

“We know what’s up and we leave to go down there. My 
wife just fuming, me struggling to keep up with her. We 
walk outside and around since they had a poolside room and 
are on the deck. We can walk right up to them. 

“The woman clearly had been hit. I cautiously asked if 
everything was okay and if she needed any help. The guy 
steps in front of her and as he goes to say, ‘Everything is 
fine. Don’t worry. ‘My wife hits him with best right hand I 
had ever seen and he goes down. It looked like when Tyson 
knocked out Berbick. 

“Security shows up a few minutes later. And are talking to 
the guy. The girl hugs my wife, just in tears. She spent the 
next day with us and told my wife that he’d been physically 
abusive in the past with her. And this time on the trip was 
because she didn’t think a necklace he bought would work 
with her outfit. 

“They still keep in touch. But this was the moment when I 
fully knew that my wife was a badass.” 

6) BuzzingBeesPolinate wrote: 

“I hired someone off of TaskRabbit to put together a coffee 
table because the table part of it was too heavy for me to lift 
without risking a tweak to my back. Keep in mind that I am 
tall and muscular and stronger than probably 80% of other 
women out there. So I was surprised to see a woman show 
up who didn’t look particularly muscular and I assumed I 
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would help her lift the table part as well. No problem, I don’t 
mind lifting one half; that won’t hurt my back. 

“Nope, she showed up and (nicely) told me to get out of the 
way while she assembled it in 15min all by herself like a got-
damn boss. Best $25 I ever spent. LOL.”43 

44. “What’s The Most Interesting Thing You’ve Ever 
Found In Public Transportation?” 

1) Gros_Chat_Breton, “I’m not sure if it counts, but I am 
tempted to say people’s styles. I see crazy, peculiar, 
beautiful, unexpected kinds of outfits, of makeup, of 
hairstyles, of people in general. Lots of beautiful girls. I’ve 
seen so many gorgeous girls with their very own style, 
original clothes or clothes arranged in a way I had never 
thought about. It’s really interesting.” 

2) furiousmiked wrote: 

“A three-tier wedding cake. 

“Back in college, I got on the Red Line in Boston headed to 
work in Cambridge, and there was this big cake sitting on a 
piece of cardboard in the middle of the dirty ass floor with 
the little bride and groom figurines and all. It wasn’t in a box 
or anything, just sitting on a piece of cardboard. I assumed 
someone at that end of the car had put it down there while 
they were on their way somewhere, but a few stops later 
none of the same people were on the train. The rest of the 
way I couldn’t make it make sense. I couldn’t imagine 

 
43 Source: BlondeBobaFett, “Ladies of Reddit, What’s your ‘I am/was 
very badass’ story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o8ad7n/ladies_of_red
dit_whats_your_i_amwas_very_badass/ >. 
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someone forgot it, especially where it looked like it needed 
two people to carry it. And again: no box. 

“Being 19 and stupid, I thought it needed more of a story, so 
I turned the groom upside down headfirst in the frosting 
before I got off at Harvard Square. Every once in a while, I 
wonder if I ruined someone’s actual wedding cake, but if 
they’re the kind of people who’d serve a cake that took an 
unaccompanied open-air ride on the MBTA [Massachusetts 
Bay Transportation Authority], I think I did their guests a 
favor.” 

3) thirdtryisthecharm wrote, I found out what a thick Irish 
accent sounds like. I was visiting Ireland, could understand 
everyone 100%. Got on the bus and this old lady started 
chatting with me in some combo of thick accent and maybe 
a particular local dialect? I could not understand a single 
word she said. And she was definitely speaking English. But 
nope.”44 

45. “Women Who Grew Up In Poverty Or A Poor 
Neighborhood, What’s It Like (Also Include Country Or 
State)?” 

1) SAPERPXX, a woman, wrote: 

“I’m an extreme case. 

“Parents were wildly abusive and neglectful addicts. I still 
have some proof of my old man weaponizing broken beer 
bottles, right on my moneymaker. I’m damn near 40. 

 
44 Source: esands1970, “What’s the most interesting thing you’ve ever 
found in public transportation?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o7xh5e/whats_the_m
ost_interesting_thing_youve_ever_found/>. 
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“Alternated between living with them, homelessness / 
kicked out, and this Lord-of-the-Flies-esque girls’ group 
home kind of place. Ditched them for good by 16, ended up 
joining the Army at 18 after 9/11. 

“Like, if I wanted food, I was both acquiring and making it. 
Shit was broke in the apartment? Parents weren’t gonna talk 
to the landlord. They fucked up rent? Guess it was ‘fuck 
talking to the creepy old guy; send the cute nine-year-old girl 
with some bullshit story to try and BS him.’ 

“But yeah, like compared to the two of them? The adult who 
was the most interested in, I don’t know, things like ‘giving 
a shit about me,’ physical safety, making sure I was actually 
eating, shit like that? 

“My mom’s gangbanger of an ex-heroin dealer. 

“TL;DR: This was east coast USA, major city. It fucking 
sucked, but at least in hindsight it was basically forced 
resiliency / how-to-adult training, from the ‘take anything 
possible that’s positive out of that situation’ POV.” 

2) Mango-pop wrote: 

“I lived in extreme poverty in rural south Georgia. There 
were times that we wouldn’t have electricity for weeks and 
in summer 2009 our diet consisted of a large amount of 
watermelon because my dad’s boss wouldn’t pay him so my 
dad stole from a watermelon patch. We finally got EBT 
[Electronic Benefits Transfer, used to pay for food]  after a 
couple of years of trying. My siblings and I were too young 
to help translate and fill the paperwork out. There were very 
limited resources that helped poor migrant families. I never 
had new clothes and I would get teased for having only a few 
items of clothing. 

“My parents were laborers and worked hard for little money. 
They were often taken advantage of due to their citizenship 
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and there wasn’t much they could do. My dad was an 
alcoholic so the money that was earned went to utilities and 
his addiction. My parents loved us dearly, though. We were 
never abused and they supported us unconditionally. They 
were just too kind. 

“I’m now a college student and I want to work with poor 
families. My family’s living conditions improved 
tremendously once my siblings and I were able to work. I 
have a lot of trauma from my childhood, and I am slowly 
working on resolving them.” 

3) kaeorun wrote, “I spent a lot of my childhood in a poor 
city in the US, in a house that was about three houses away 
from a known drug house. Most of my neighbors were kind 
and friendly, and I never had any interactions with the people 
who owned the drug house at the end of the block. I liked it 
well enough. There wasn’t really anywhere for us to play as 
kids — no parks or anything nearby — so we mostly hung 
out in front of the house or dug in the dirt in the backyard, 
but it was fine.” 

4) FemBotDeactivated wrote: 

“Various areas in both urban and rural U.S. Kansas, 
Arkansas and Missouri. Rural was better, in my opinion, 
because there was more. Our rural homes, while still not 
great, were more spacious than city apartments and quieter. 
I could also always escape to outside. There also was more 
variety? Like dirt poor living next to middle class living next 
to rich. In my rural high school, there wasn’t AS MUCH 
separation based on income. 

“In cities it was dangerous to go outside in our areas, the 
schools weren’t as good or safe, and it seemed like the kids 
put more emphasis on if you were wearing the right brands. 
I always hated big city schools; they made me anxious and 
aware of how poor we were. 
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“That being said, in my small Arkansas town where my dad 
grew up, everyone knew everything about you, and if you 
were part of a white trash drug family (ahem, like me) people 
would judge you ahead of time. I hated having teachers think 
I was a troublemaker just because my uncles were or having 
to prove I was interested in school or didn’t do drugs. 

“Also learned that adults shame kids OFTEN for being from 
a poor family. Can’t afford to buy lunch? Can’t eat, as if it’s 
your fault. Get free lunches? Sit there and watch more well-
off kids eat mozzarella sticks and pizza from the cash-only 
line. Come to school dirty because the utilities got turned off 
and you can’t take a shower? Yeah, middle school teacher 
just shamed me in front of the entire class. I was a child, lol. 
I needed help, not to be ridiculed. Everyone knows my 
parents do drugs? Well, how about just assume I do, too. 

“Being poor wasn’t so bad, but how grown morons treated 
me was awful, especially men, but I think that goes without 
saying.” 

5) Kosmic_Kraken wrote: 

“Pretty shit, to be honest. 

“Man, I was so hungry as a teen, I feel embarrassed by the 
way I acted, but I used to scrounge food from absolutely 
everyone. I was always begging my friends for food. My 
only meal was dinner, and it usually wasn’t much (a piece of 
meat and handful of fries or a bowl of beans). I used to steal 
slices of white bread from other people’s houses. I even once 
ate some lemons that I found on a tree. Sour as hell but I was 
hungry enough to ignore it. 

“I’m okay now, though. It took a long time to give up the 
habit of eating everything in sight.” 

6) –Allamaraine—wrote: 
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“Horrendous. I lived in a Victorian basement flat with no 
heating except for a single gas fire in the living room. In the 
winter, we slept on the floor around it. This was in 1996. 
This was after we were homeless for a while; the homeless 
shelter and later the women’s refuge were terrifying places. 

“My mother drank. Her boyfriend drank. He hit her, she hit 
me, he hit me. Never saw my mum sober for years. My 
clothes were all from charity shops and I was ostracized at 
school because I wore weird clothes and acted weird due to 
trauma and undiagnosed ADHD. Couldn’t follow a lesson. 
Disappeared from school for months. Went to many 
different ones. 

“It was like war in a way. Periods of boredom filled with 
moments of sheer terror. And constantly waiting for the giro 
(welfare cheque) so you can eat. 

“This was in Essex, UK.”45 

46. “Garbage Men / Women Of Reddit, What Are Some 
Things We, As The General Public, Should Know About 
Our Trash Habits? Also, What Drives You Nuts That 
People Do?”  

1) lyeberries wrote: 

“Currently work in the Waste Industry. Things happen and 
we sometimes do struggle to get every customer picked up 
at times, so don’t think I’m saying that we’re perfect by any 
means. However, please don’t be an asshole and call and try 
to act like we just missed your trash if you forgot to put your 

 
45 Source: Hhmoney, “Women who grew up in poverty or a poor 
neighborhood what’s it like (also include country or state)?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 28 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o9cjtw/women_who_
grew_up_in_poverty_or_a_poor/ >. 
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cart out. My drivers are required to take pictures of every 
customer on their route that doesn’t have a container on the 
road and almost every time they’ll snap an extra picture of 
the cart by your house when they came by. 

“Also, don’t argue with the dispatcher, she has instant access 
to said pictures and loves nothing more than to read the 
license plate number off of the car in the driveway to prove 
that the driver was there and did take a picture. 

“Usually, if you call and say, ‘I’m so sorry, I just forgot this 
week!’ we can arrange for another driver (or a supervisor) to 
stop by your house and pick you up at no charge. If it’s a 
regular thing, we may have to add the charge. However, if 
someone abuses the system, the drivers, or the dispatcher, 
we will make notes in the system that call that person an 
asshole in the most professional way possible. If it’s a 
regular thing, we’ll have no problem dropping that person as 
a customer.” 

interesuje commented, “I work at a council in the UK and 
the bin men spend half their day going back for bins from 
idiots who didn’t put it out and then called up. Even if the 
crew evidence it, the vastly more important office worker 
(they wear a tie and use a computer, therefore are not scum 
like the lads doing the actual work) will override them and 
send them back. I’ve been in the office hearing one of these 
guys sympathising with a member of the public about how 
difficult it can be to get the crews to do the right thing and 
that they’re not all rude and how sorry they are, they’ll send 
someone back. I’d been driving the lorry that had dealt with 
that prick when he drove his car directly in front of the 
moving lorry to get out and come tell me I was a useless lazy 
prick for not getting his bin, which wasn’t out. Honestly, 
man, be nice to your bin men, everyone thinks they’re 
overpaid (majority on or very, very near the minimum wage 
— abroad this isn’t true, they kept their unions and are on 
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amazing money but simply not true anymore in the UK) and 
underworked. The main thing you hear is how lazy they are 
when on a good day they’ll walk ten miles and move 20,000 
kilos by hand. And people are obsessed with them finishing 
early when the reality is there are so many variables that if 
you want the entire round done every week, you’ll need to 
build in at least an hour or two per day for road conditions, 
breakdown, etc., and sometimes nothing goes wrong and 
they are done early. Sorry, massive rant, but I’ve always 
done so-called respectable jobs before this and just cannot 
believe how wrong people’s ideas are on this job and how 
badly they’re treated by the public and their own bosses.” 

cisternimo99 commented, “If we missed putting our bins 
out, the guys would hop over our little wall and get them out 
for us. You guys are the best.” 

2) Thelazywitch wrote, “If you are throwing away / 
recycling old knives, broken glass, etc., package it in flat 
cardboard and label it as sharp. My cousin is a garbage man 
and got stabbed by a knife that had poked through the bag.” 

notthesedays commented, “Or put it in a thick plastic 
container, like a bleach or laundry detergent jug, the way 
some people do with their insulin syringes.” 

thirtytwoutside commented, “Quite a few insulin-dependent 
folks I’ve come across are actually provided sharps 
containers by the pharmacy(?) where they get their insulin, 
too.” 

AtomicCat420 wrote, “Many people just don’t even ask for 
those. I have seen an addict downtown who carries a sharps 
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container and is super anal about people properly disposing. 
I mean at least he was being responsible.”46 

47. “[Serious] Healthcare Workers Who Have To Tell 
People They Are Going To Die, How Does It Affect 
You?”  

1) POSVT wrote: 

“Part of training is not only delivering bad news (SPIKES 
for all the new interns!) but learning how to balance 
compassion and empathy with distancing yourself so that 
you can keep your head above water in the ocean of human 
misery we often find ourselves in. It’s essential to keep that 
space or you won’t survive; fortunately, people are fairly 
good at compartmentalizing and distracting themselves. 

“I’m an internist / Internal Medicine doctor; my last official 
day of residency training was a week or so ago. In the three 
years since I finished med school (and the two years of 
clinical rotations before that) I’ve seen thousands of patients, 
heard thousands of stories. There are many that we forget, 
and many that we remember. They all have their effect, 
though, large or small. 

“Telling someone (or more often their family) they have a 
terminal diagnosis or are actively dying / will die is a big 
thing. It’s never easy, but you do develop skill for it and in 
some ways it become a script or a routine thing (thanks, 
COVID). That doesn’t mean you don’t feel it, not at all. 

 
46 Source: stitflogs, “Garbage men/women of Reddit, what are some 
things we, as the general public, should know about our trash habits? 
Also, what drives you nuts that people do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 June 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o9uo66/garbage_menw
omen_of_reddit_what_are_some_things/ >. 
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“I wouldn’t say that I enjoy having those conversations, but 
they are something I do that matters. There’s almost a 
sacred or a holy feel to it, that this moment, with this person 
is deeply and profoundly important. 

“Some few have made me break down and cry, a handful 
have made me contemplate quitting or why I went into 
medicine — I very nearly did quit on my last ICU month 
during the peak in our area. A lot have left me feeling numb 
inside. Some have been beautiful moments are things I 
remember to keep me going in the bad times. Some have 
made me frustrated and angry — sometimes at myself, 
sometimes at the situation, the family, or rarely the patient. 
Some leave me feeling like I’m a failure and don’t deserve 
to be here. 

“You do the best you can, rely on your training and 
humanity, never ever fear the silence, never ever forget the 
human. Then you leave the room, give yourself five minutes 
to get collected, and go on to the next task.” 

2) throwawayyyahahah112 wrote: 

“I wasn’t the one to say it, but I happened to be in the room 
as the doctor broke the news. 

“I had a patient who was fairly young, had just given birth a 
couple of months prior. Came in due to lab work saying they 
had low potassium levels. 

“Well, more lab work done the next day, doctor says 
something is off and asks patient to sign consent form to run 
tests. 

“Tests come back (CT, MRI and more). Patient is riddled 
with cancer up and down their spine, multiple organs, and 
more. 

“Patient is given three-six months to live. 
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“They wouldn’t even get to see their child’s first birthday. 

“Doctor holds patient’s hand while breaking the news. 
Patient’s Significant Other is standing on opposite side of 
bed. 

“Everyone begins screaming and crying at once. 

“Doctor stands silently. Unable to do anything. I’m standing 
in the corner in shock. 

“As healthcare workers, we can do nothing aside from giving 
them comfort. And in this moment we just shared the worst 
news ever to a young family. 

“No one could say anything. You can’t just hug a patient. 
You can’t take their pain away from them. 

“In that moment their lives flashed before them and there 
was nothing they could do. Patient would die. It wasn’t a 
matter of ‘if’ but ‘when.’ 

“Patient goes home two days later once potassium levels are 
back to ‘normal.’ Goes home with the hurt and knowledge 
that they would never see their child grow up. Never spend 
retirement years with their SO. 

“It is one of the most traumatizing and mentally painful 
memories of my life. I will never forget that patient.” 

throwawayyyahahah112 added: 

“Sadly, I worked hospice for a while, the job was death in 
and of itself. I lasted only three months because I learned I 
had to be a stone-cold-hearted bitch to deal with EVERY 
SINGLE ONE of my patients dying. It hurt too much. 

“And now I work in a hospital, where I try to stick to ortho 
floors or cardiology. Every now and again they will send me 
to oncology where it’s all sad cases. 
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“And just about every week we have an elderly person who 
was admitted for memory issues that turns south and 
becomes a DNR [Do Not Resuscitate], just for them to stay 
at the hospital until they pass because moving them home 
would mean death along the ride. 

“It is just a sad, sad place to work sometimes. 

“But for those that we can turn into a happy case? That’s 
why I do this job. That’s why I love this job. Helping the sick 
get better.” 

3) kindamaybenot wrote: 

“There’s no way to protect them from how bad it’s going to 
be in that instance (in most other circumstances, you can 
cushion the blow). So you just have to prepare them and be 
honest. 

“When you first tell them, you just have to pour compassion 
into them. So afterwards you are very, very emotionally 
drained. The patient should have a support person with them 
because you’re going to tell them a lot of facts that they will 
not remember because they are so overwhelmed. 

“In your first few years as a health professional, you build 
walls in your head that protect you from secondhand trauma. 
But of course it still hurts. Often you still feel it for a long 
time afterwards. But it doesn’t ruin your life and it makes 
you better at your job because you can empathise better and 
know where their [your?] head’s at.” 

4) Bellevue444 wrote: 

“My dad is a retired Neonatologist (doctor for premature and 
sick babies). One aspect of his job was having ‘the talk’ with 
parents to tell them that their baby was not going to get 
better. 
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“Many parents were in denial and even knowing all the 
medical complications would ask things like, ‘Ok, but when 
can we take him home?’ The thing my dad said usually 
worked to get through to them was saying the sentence: ‘I 
don’t know what religion you are, but if you were thinking 
about having the baby baptized, NOW would be the time to 
do it.’ For some reason, this was a mostly universal thing 
that people recognized and realized the reality that the baby 
was going to die. 

“Another thing he’d always tell the parents was something 
like, ‘I hope this is the worst day of your lives.’ I’m not sure 
how he phrased it, but the sentiment was: This is awful, and 
I know this is awful, and I hope nothing this awful ever 
happens to you again. His goal was to be direct, not beat 
around the bush, but full of compassion. Often he was giving 
people the worst news of their lives, but they would thank 
him at the end of the conversation. He described this as 
incredibly humbling, to be literally thanked after telling 
someone their baby is dying. 

“Many of his colleagues were great with the medical aspect 
of the job but not so great with bedside manner, so my dad 
kind of became the go-to person for this talk. He’d give it to 
parents of babies who weren’t even his patients because he 
wanted the news to be broken in the gentlest way. 

“My dad never seemed emotionally damaged by this in that 
he wasn’t constantly distraught or depressed. Perhaps he had 
ways to process before bringing it home, perhaps he just 
wouldn’t show that side of it to his young kids, perhaps he 
had developed ways to disassociate. He is a very boisterous 
and silly and lighthearted man, so it’s hard for me to imagine 
him in that serious role. But I have been with him in public 
multiple times when he’s run into previous patients’ parents 
years or decades later, and they always remember him. They 
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always hug him and thank him and they always say how 
much they appreciated his kindness.” 

5) Equal-Independence-1 wrote, “I’ve never had to tell the 
patient but I’ve had to discuss removing life support with the 
family and then do it. I’ve sat with a few people who didn’t 
have family there, so they didn’t have to die alone.”47 

48. “What Is The Biggest Bullshit Your Parents Have 
Ever Told You?” 

The_Colectionist wrote, “I’m not hungry. You eat.” 

Sayedoo commented, “Oh. This is ….” 

SweetSinningBaby wrote, “Ouch. I felt this deep in my 
soul.”48 

49. “What’s The Worst Thing Your Roommate Has Ever 
Done?” 

1) banterbandir wrote, “It was a house of five girls in 
university. Shit just got so petty that there were five of 
everything in the fridge. Five milks. Five bottles of ketchup. 
Five bricks of butter. And three of them would draw lines on 
the jug / container and initial when they consumed some so 
that they knew how much they had used. Obviously, all 

 
47 Source: thegrasshopperdwarf, “[Serious] Healthcare workers who 
have to tell people they are going to die, how does it affect you?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 28 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o9yfp2/serious_healthc
are_workers_who_have_to_tell/ >. 
48 Source: 50s3, “What is the biggest BS your parents have ever told 
you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oarulu/what_is_the_big
gest_bs_your_parents_have_ever/ >. 
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communication devolved until it was exclusively passive-
aggressive sticky notes.” 

2) whateverphil wrote: 

“He took the stale remnants of an old bag of Doritos and 
poured them into a fresh bag of Doritos. The result was about 
one in 10 of the chips were stale. Not enough to make me 
abandon the new bag, but enough to taint the experience. 
‘Why are only some of these chips stale?’ I wondered, before 
realizing his trick. 

“It’s such a subtle prank, I’m kind of awed by it.” 

3) Safraninflare wrote: 

“I have had a truly heinous roommate, but this story is what 
sticks out in my head. It might not be the worst thing a 
roommate ever did, but it sure was memorable. 

“I used to have a roommate who would sit in the living room 
and play PlayStation all day. So one day I come home and 
greet him. He expressed that he, a very hairy man, wanted to 
try to shave his entire body. 

“I informed him, as a woman who shaves, that he was 
signing himself up for razor burn, he would be miserably 
itchy when the hair comes back in, and he should look into 
waxing instead. He ended up deciding it was too much work 
and that was where I thought it would end. 

“Until I came home a few days later. He’s sitting on his usual 
chair, shirtless, and pink like a plucked pig. He decided ‘fuck 
it’ and shaved his front. Except he couldn’t reach his back, 
so he had a stark line of hair on his shoulders and down. Like 
a back hair cape. I told him that he was going to regret this 
decision. 
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“And regret he did. The poor guy was itching up a storm for 
weeks as the hair grew back in. He also clogged the shower 
drain with his hair. 

“So yeah. Not the worst thing in the world, but I will never 
forget seeing this man’s rosy-red, naked chest with his back 
hair cape.” 

4) theWildBore wrote, “Back in the early 2000’s, I used to 
take the extended-release form of Adderall. It came in a 
capsule. Totally unbeknownst to me, my trashy first 
roommate in college was opening up the capsules, stealing 
the contents, and filling them up with some kind of sketchy 
ephedra stuff. Since it was my first semester at college I 
thought I was losing my mind from anxiety attacks. My 
doctor prescribed me to a low-grade anxiety medication. The 
sketchy stuff + anxiety medicine didn’t mix well. I wound 
up having to take 10 days off and stay at my parents 
bBecause I was so run down and sick, still having no clue 
what was wrong with me. Then towards the end of that 
semester, my roommate got extremely drunk and told me not 
to tell me (that’s right) she was stealing my medicine. So I 
started sleeping with my medication in my purse with my 
purse wrapped around my arm. Folks, this isn’t the way to 
handle this situation. Stealing someone’s medication is a 
crime in itself but poisoning someone is an even larger 
crime. I finally told my mom. She immediately contacted the 
school. Roommate was expelled and I moved into a different 
dorm with a wonderful roommate. Looking back, I can’t 
believe I didn’t realize how bad that could have gone for 
me.” 

theWildBore added, “I wasn’t grasping how fucked up this 
was to my health and grades that semester. I thought, 
‘Everyone has crazy roommate stories, right?’” 

theWildBore also added: 
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“The school offered to press charges, but I declined. She 
permanently banned from the school and had a week to 
leave. 

“I’ll be honest. I declined pressing charges because I was 
embarrassed. I thought people would think I was a snitch. 
My roommate’s behavior was on its way to killing me. And 
I look back and want to shake my younger self — those fake 
speed pills could have killed me. My heart was all messed 
up for a few months. What’s weird is this roommate was 
from an extremely well-off family. Lots of money and caring 
parents. What a twit.”49 

50. “What’s Something Someone Finally Admitted To 
You That They Were Dead Wrong About?” 

1) Confetticandi wrote: 

“My Asian dad (he’s in his early 60s) was mildly 
homophobic for the longest time. He didn’t believe it was 
morally wrong, but he had the stereotypical gripe of, ‘Why 
do they have to shove it in our face, though?’ and didn’t 
understand the need to push for gay marriage versus civil 
unions. 

“A few years ago, he and I were chilling out in his house on 
Loving Day in the US and something about it came on the 
TV. 

“He said, ‘You know, last year’s Loving Day made me think 
about marriage equality. I realized that the feelings of 
strangeness and wrongness that I felt when I saw two gay 
people together were the same feelings people must have felt 

 
49 Source: Purec12, “What’s the worst thing your roommate has ever 
done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/obo3e4/whats_the_wor
st_thing_your_roommate_has_ever_done/ >. 
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when they saw an interracial couple back then. And some 
people probably still feel that way when they see your aunt 
and uncle (Asian man / white woman couple) now. But both 
are wrong.’ 

“Small steps, but I’m proud of him for admitting that.” 

2) gjoel wrote: 

“Not as such ‘finally,’ but this happened with my first 
girlfriend. I guess her mood was pretty tumultuous and I 
suggested it might be PMS. That went about as well as you’d 
expect. 

“Anyway, the next day she texted me to say that she looked 
it up, and I was right — it was PMS!” 

3) Agertudici wrote: 

“I’m a psych nurse. Often a patient will go off on me for 
something small because they’re in a too emotionally 
fucked-up place to cope effectively. 

“Much more rarely they’ll come back later in the shift or the 
next day and tell me they’re sorry and looking back it wasn’t 
that big of a deal and it kinda warms my heart.”50 

51. “What Was The Most Amazing Thing That 
Happened On Your First Date?” 

1) drefiniw wrote: 

“Not a first date thing, but I tried arranging a date for my 
husband and me recently and it was a bit of a disaster. When 

 
50 Source: Chemical_Aide_262, “What’s something someone finally 
admitted to you that they were dead wrong about?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 3 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ocqul8/whats_someth
ing_someone_finally_admitted_to_you/ >. 
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I asked why the dates he planned were so smooth even when 
we were teenagers, he told me that he used to scout out the 
location a week in advance, check the menu to see that 
there’s a few options I would like on there, check movie 
timings, buy tickets and make a reservation. As a teenager! 

“He’s been doing that since the day we met, and it clicked 
for me only after six years of being with this guy. He tells 
me he used to put a lot of effort into making everything look 
chill and low key so I would enjoy myself. (The facade is 
over now. Lol. I know he’s an absolute perfectionist.)” 

2) Coolcat202020 wrote, “Finally having my first kiss at 23. 
He was too afraid to make a move, so I just grabbed him by 
the neck and kissed him. Otherwise, it was pretty 
unspectacular, and I preferred holding hands more. 

3) Upstairs_Maximum1400 wrote, “We had sex, and I had 
an orgasm while looking into his eyes — thinking about it 
still gets me excited. Lol.” 

4) tobuscus039 wrote, “I went on a date.”51 

52. “People Who Work At Call Centers. How Do You 
Keep Your Sanity?”  

Doctor_Strangelove wrote: 

“Our partnered companies used to give us branded office 
supplies, and one time I ended up with a 1000 sheet square 
notepad. I didn’t take pencil and paper notes that often, so 
they just sat there for a long time. Eventually, while listening 
to a customer tear a strip off of me for something that was 

 
51 Source: phaevor, “What was the most amazing thing that happened 
on your first date?” Reddit. AskWomen. 3 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ocvkur/what_was_the
_most_amazing_thing_that_happened_on/ >. 
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out of my control, I decided to look up the instructions to 
make a basic origami frog. Four months later, I had an array 
of tiny origami sculptures all around my desk. It was a really 
calming process that helped me deal with the mind-sucking 
monotony that is a call center. 

“I also started working on improving my drawing skills. I 
would find retro art deco stuff online and copy it onto pads 
of paper. My crowning moment was covering a blank white 
box in Soviet-era propaganda. It sat proudly on my monitor 
for a week, and when I came back one day it was gone and 
the entire call center had received a group email about 
inappropriate imagery on our workstations. Godspeed, pen 
and ink drawing of Yuri Gagarin.” 

Note by David Bruce: “Yuri Alekseyevich Gagarin was a 
Soviet pilot and cosmonaut who became the first human to 
journey into outer space, achieving a major milestone in the 
Space Race; his capsule, Vostok 1, completed one orbit of 
Earth on 12 April 1961.” — Wikipedia 

< https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yuri_Gagarin > 

MidnytStorme wrote, “I worked in a couple of ‘we’ll hire 
anyone’ call centers back in the day. I always had a supply 
of origami paper. I did a lot of sonobe balls. like three or four 
32-unit balls a day during training. it doesn’t take long for 
people to get entitled. ‘Make me one! Where’s mine?’ Or 
they would just outright steal them when I wasn’t looking. 
I’d steal them back and then give them away to someone 
else.” 

2) DoserMcMoMo wrote: 

“Long ago and far away, I worked in the grill at a fast food 
place. I had a headset so I could hear the drive-through 
orders even though I wasn’t taking the order. One slow day 
our order taker was talking to a customer in a robot voice. 
While that was funny in itself, the customer was getting 
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audibly flustered. So he says to her, ‘Would you like me to 
transfer you to a human?’ and she very gladly says yes. (At 
this point our manager is huffing his way to the back.) 

“Quick as a whip, he changes his voice to a bad 
impersonation of gangster talk, and says, ‘Aye, man, 
wassup? Watchu want?’ Everyone who had a headset, 
including our angry manager, had to take a few minutes to 
recuperate because we were laughing so hard. He didn’t even 
get in trouble.” 

3) Lovebot_AI wrote, “I work in a customer-service call 
center. We cope by mercilessly mocking you after we hang 
up the phone.” 

AWACS_Bandog commented, “This is 100 percent 
accurate.” 

azlax22 commented, “I wish we could do this. Management 
watches our chats like a hawk and anything not directly work 
related is heavily frowned upon. The one drawback to WFH 
[Work From Home] is management feels the need to be more 
hands-on and up your shit because you’re at home.” 

AWACS_Bandog replied: 

“Management is still on our asses like hawks. 

“Thing is: My Department has been laughably understaffed 
since COVID. (Per Company Planning, we’re supposed to 
have something like … 50 people. …we have <12.) So they 
can’t really fire any of us right now because that will set 
them back even further. 

“So weekly we get an email blast from our Corporate 
Overlords about ‘Proper use of Company Resources,’ which 
immediately gets ripped to shreds in the Teams chat. 

“They really threw a fit when our current running joke in the 
Department kicked off. We had one loon somehow get ahold 
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of us and accuse our company of funding ISIS and other 
terror organizations. (I got to be the one to take the call and 
.t was just …. Alex Jones was sane and reasonable in 
comparison to this customer.) 

“So quickly we just ran with that, and soon photoshops of 
our Executive Leadership meeting with certain well-known 
Terrorist leaders were being posted. We all got a talking to 
by the Vice President (a dickhead whom  no one liked before 
he yelled at us) on that one. 

“So then the very next day the photo of the VP as Bin Laden 
was in the Group Chat.” 

azlax22 commented, “I’m going to need to take a shower 
because I’ll feel so filthy after saying this, but I understand 
why they don’t want us just going off on customers in our 
chats. While it’s good to vent, it really is a very fine line 
where it just becomes a massive bitchfest filled with nothing 
but negativity and that environment can quickly turn toxic. 
As much as our corporate overlords just see us as numbers 
on a spreadsheet, they do know we deal with a lot of 
negativity on a daily basis, and trying to keep the coworker 
interactions positive and focused on the task at hand is 
probably not the worst idea in the world. Fuck me, did that 
just come out of my mouth? Be right back. Need some 
bleach.”52 

53. “Babysitters, What’s The Most Unsettling Thing 
That’s Happened While You Were Babysitting?” 

1) laperson2015 wrote: 

 
52 Source: Xtremee, “People who work at call centers. How do you 
keep your sanity?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/odaowu/people_who_
work_at_call_centers_how_do_you_keep/ >. 
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“My sister was babysitting and I got a screaming panicked 
call from her. She was putting one child down for the night 
(a girl around three, I think), and the little boy (around six) 
stopped playing, grabbed a chair, unlocked the front door, 
and left the apartment. She was distraught. 

“I told her to call 911 and I’d come help her with the toddler. 
When I got there, the police were talking to her and wrapping 
up. Thankfully, even though it was dark, two older women 
had been out for a walk and found him wandering down the 
sidewalk of one of the busiest roads in town! 

“The weirdest thing is that the parents were completely 
unfazed. They apologized for NOT TELLING HER HE 
HAD DONE IT BEFORE and wanted her to babysit again. 
My sister never babysat again.” 

MellyO2017 wrote: 

“This happened to me! I was babysitting a four- or five-year-
old boy who was adamant that he wanted McDonald’s for 
dinner. I joked that he would have to use bread ties to pay 
for it (because I was a poor student at this point). 

“He often played in his room, so I thought nothing of it when 
he disappeared for five minutes. He quietly left the house 
through the back door, opening the very large back gate and 
crossing a MAIN road in a sketchy suburb. 

“As I walked down the street looking for him, an old man in 
a car asked if I was looking for a boy and I said yes! He gave 
me a lift to the section of the road that he saw him at up and 
I was able to jump out and grab him. No lie: He had a 
BREAD TIE in his hand to pay for the McDonald’s! 

“I’m a mum myself now and thinking about this story always 
makes me feel so sick to my stomach. I could have been 
responsible for the death or abduction of this sweet little boy 
all because of a stupid comment that I made.” 
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TheHingst commented: 

“Eh, apparently I was the same when I was a child. My 
parents have told me stories of me going on adventures 
probably as early as three or four years old. One time a 
neighbour found me way downtown on my tricycle. Out 
exploring. And many different neighbours / acquaintances 
have apparently brought me home after finding me far from 
where I belonged. 

“My father was out on walks looking for me on a regular 
basis and he said one time he was out looking for me he 
overheard someone in the distance say, ‘Ah, there goes that 
father who is always searching for his son, again.’ I rarely 
came home in time for dinner or bedtime. 

I find it extremely weird that now at the ripe age of 29 I 
mostly stay at home and don’t go out very often. Maybe I 
sated all my explorative needs pre-puberty!” 

2) Chubb_Rubb8 wrote: 

“I live in a small town and our prize possession is a rather 
large mental hospital. I got a call from the parents telling me 
to lock all the doors and windows because a dangerous 
patient had escaped and was in our neighborhood. I told the 
kids to stay inside, but I didn’t tell them the reason in order 
to not freak them out. I went to change a diaper and when I 
got back the oldest boy (about eight) was missing. I 
immediately started panicking and went to look in the 
backyard. He had decided that that was the perfect time to 
pee outside because ‘the outside potty was better.’ 

‘“Bonus: I babysat two-year-old twins and they often burped 
at the same time and farted at the same time; it was 
terrifying.” 

3) wiggysbelleza wrote: 
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“When I was in high school, I used to babysit for a family 
who had a glass door off their kitchen, and whenever I’d get 
something out of the fridge for the kids I’d think to myself 
how scary it would be if someone was just standing there 
looking in. 

“One night it was storming really bad, and I went to get one 
of the kids a glass of milk and lighting flashed and a filthy 
man I’d never seen was standing there framed in the glass 
door staring in. I screamed and yelled for the kids to go hide. 
Of course, they didn’t listen and ran into the kitchen. 

“Turns out it was their uncle stopping by to drop off 
something he had borrowed. He worked construction and 
had gotten quite muddy and was just going to leave whatever 
it was by the door, which is when I saw him. So it ended up 
being a case of nothing, but the terror I felt when the 
lightning lit him up was pretty intense.” 

DepartureAcademic807 commented, “It’s funny how they 
came to the kitchen instead of running away because they 
were curious to know what was going on.” 

vikingzx commented, “Children, after your performance 
here today, I have concluded that if your lives become a 
horror film, all of you will perish. Pray you’re in a comedy.” 

tomatoaway commented, “But not you, Bradley. You hid 
under the sofa and crapped your pants. Well done. Oscar-
worthy material.” 

ink_stained commented: 

“My kids just did this to me! I saw a rattlesnake coiled up 
between them (ages four and seven) and me, and I yelled, 
‘Stay back!’ And BOTH of them, one right after another, 
panicked at the worry in my voice and ran straight toward 
me, right past the snake. It was inches off the path, and they 
were barefoot. 
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“BLESS that sweet old snake, coiled up and enjoying the wet 
dirt near the irrigation drip on a hot day, for being so chill 
and not even reacting.”53 

54. “Think Of The Smartest Person You Know. What Is 
The Dumbest Thing They’ve Ever Done?” 

1) misspooploopy wrote, “My dad, TAFE [Technical and 
Further Education] professor. Got his mortgage down to 
$20,000 and had the opportunity to pay it off. Redrew 
[borrowed against his home equity? remortgaged?] and 
bought a brand-new car. Totaled car. Bought another brand-
new car. Gave it to girlfriend at the time. Girlfriend left and 
kept car. Currently owes $250,000 on his same mortgage.” 

misspooploopy added, “The first car was a restored Ford 
Falcon V8 I think. It was red; that’s all I remember. He put 
more money into it after he bought it. The second was just a 
normal family SUV but top of the line. I don’t know how 
much the first car cost, but the second was no more than 
$100,000 Australian.” 

2) whydidyadothat wrote, “Brother-in-law is a pretty clever 
guy. Ran a bath for his kid, couldn’t get the tap to turn off, 
mad panic, rang a plumber friend asking him to come round 
quick or the house is gonna flood. Friend was like, you could 
just pull the plug?” 

DrunkMc commented, “When it’s their own stuff, it’s hard 
to see the forest from the trees. I tend to panic when shit goes 
wrong in my house, but relatives or friends, I’ll calmly say, 

 
53 Source: oh_the_struggle, “Babysitters, what’s the most unsettling 
thing that’s happened while you were babysitting? (Serious)” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 3 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/odaa3e/babysitters_wh
ats_the_most_unsettling_thing_thats/ >. 
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just do A, B, and C. No big deal. Same shit at my house? 
Ahhhhhhhhh, fuck! I’m ruined! Sell this house now!” 

3) katierose0324 wrote, “My dad is the smartest person I 
(and anyone who knows him) know, and once when we were 
kids, he tried to make us laugh by sticking peas in his nostrils 
and ended up accidentally snorting them up into his nasal 
passages. Best part: he’s an ear, nose, and throat surgeon. 
One of the best in the region. I can still hear him pleading 
with my mother to take them out because he couldn’t face 
his colleagues with peas up his nose that he voluntarily put 
there.” 

Omponthong wrote, “My sister once put something like 17 
peas in her nose. She shot them out in a machine-gun snot 
rocket blast that was captured in an amazing photo that I 
can’t find. They didn’t all come out, though, and the last one 
worked its way out several hours later.” 

4) 2_lazy wrote: 

“My dad is a software engineer and pretty smart. When my 
twin and I were about seven, he was the only one home with 
us when he started coughing up blood. Except he didn’t tell 
anyone and decided to just wait for my mom to get home 
instead of getting someone else to look after us and going to 
the hospital. 

“My mom was so pissed when she got home, and he casually 
mentioned the coughing-up-blood thing. Turned out he had 
bronchopneumonia and had to spend a couple weeks in the 
hospital. Even had to have his heart stopped and started 
again. 

“He almost died because he decided coughing up blood 
wasn’t an emergency.” 

5) Kaioxygen wrote: 
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“I’d been needing to post a letter in France for about two 
weeks, but for the life of me I couldn’t find a post box. 

“I was starting to wonder what was going on and if French 
people went directly to the Post Office. I just couldn’t see a 
familiar red port box anywhere. 

“Turns out they’re yellow in France, I’d probably walked 
past hundreds of them.” 

Le_Ragamuffin commented, “As a person who lives in 
France, you absolutely walked by hundreds of them. Lol.” 

Fillen02 commented: 

“Wow, you just made me realize something; in Sweden, the 
post boxes are yellow, also. And Postnord, our country’s 
post company, drives blue cars. 

“Yellow and blue, which are the colors of the Swedish flag 
… how have I not realized this sooner!” 

6) El_Dentistador wrote, “I was picking up my date (future 
wife) when her valedictorian roommate turned quickly away 
from the TV and said in all seriousness, ‘Don’t look, they 
are welding! It will damage your eyes.’ She got more serious 
as I continued to look back and forth at the tv and her. She 
actually yelled, ‘It’s going to blind you!’ I then asked her, 
‘So when your TV is showing an image of the sun…’ That’s 
as far as I got. You could see the wave of embarrassment 
wash over her face; she immediately started laugh-crying 
and begged me not to tell anyone.” 

7) needsomevitaminstbh wrote, “My brother has PhDs in 
bioengineering. We were on a call one day, and he was 
saying, ‘I can’t find my phone. Probably my kids took it.’ 
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Didn’t realize until I told him that he was using his phone to 
talk to me.”54 

55. “Fully Vaccinated-Against-COVID People Of 
Reddit, Are You Still Wearing Masks? Why Or Why 
Not?” 

Jump_over_it wrote, “Work in a hospital. My state of 
Florida has done away with masks except for at hospitals, 
daycares, public transportation, and a few other places. 
People argue with me about it all day. You’re in a damn 
hospital, so put a mask on.” 

GhostOrchard22 commented, “I mean, even without covid, 
maybe we should all wear masks in hospitals and doctor’s 
offices always? Who wants to get sick? It’s just a mask.” 

leftenant_Dan1 commented, “Immunocompromised people 
everywhere and a lot more than Covid flying around. I don’t 
think my hospital will ever ditch the mask. Our hospital-
spread infections are way down from years prior mostly 
because of the heightened cleaning and masking protocols 
from Covid. I highly doubt we will just abandon them.” 

Wolfgung commented: 

“Doctor: Requests to continue vigorous cleaning schedule. 

“Admin: Looks at cost. ‘Request denied.’” 

Firebrass commented: 

“Nurses Union enters the chat. 

 
54 Source: lord-stryker117, “Think of the smartest person you know, 
what is the dumbest thing they’ve ever done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 
July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/odxydt/think_of_the_s
martest_person_you_know_what_is_the/ >. 
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“Admin: Surprised Pikachu face.” 

SkronkHound wrote, “Lol. Last time there was a chance for 
unionization at my hospital admin spent millions on 
‘consultants’ to ensure the vote went the way they wanted. 
Now we aren’t getting retirement benefits for a year because 
they needed to save money for a $750M building and the 
CEO needs his $5M a year. Fuck them.” 

tingkagol commented, “Pre-covid I usually got sick with 
colds and coughs two or three times every year. When I 
started wearing masks every day at work since 2020, I got 
sick 0 times from colds / coughs. I assume this was due to 
the mask. I actually like wearing masks now because of 
this.” 

PeterMus wrote: 

“My last cold was really bad and turned into walking 
pneumonia. 

“I normally get three or four bad colds / sinus infections per 
year. I have to vehemently argue with doctors to give me 
proper medications because they think nasal spray will clear 
it up … until I’m back 10 days later, hacking up my lungs. 

“Haven’t had a single cold / sinus infection since January 
2020.” 

yarnologie commented, “You could be telling my story as 
well. This was the first year I’ve not been sick in — well, I 
don’t know how long. And we were even more super careful 
because my illnesses all trend towards respiratory like you. 
I’m still going to be wearing a mask inside public bathrooms 
(restaurants), crowded places, medical offices and anything 
like that, grocery stores, travelling. Idgaf [I don’t give a 
fuck] what other people think at this point.” 

PetrisCy wrote: 
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“Law here still got us wearing masks or get fined, even 
though police don’t really enforce and very rarely do check-
ups anymore. 

“I don’t mind the mask. I work retail and last time I smelled 
bad breath other than mine was a loooong time ago, which 
is a huge plus.” 

karibear909 wrote, “Oh, man, not having to smell people’s 
bad breath or BO [body odor] is the best part of wearing a 
mask. Also, not having to smell people’s overpowering 
perfumes / colognes.”55 

56. “What Is Your Worst Experience With Bad 
Neighbours?” 

1) kor_hookmaster wrote: 

“We had some neighbours who used to leave their garbage 
out in plastic bags the night before garbage day — instead of 
putting it in a bin. Around here, that’s just ringing the dinner 
bell for raccoons and other critters. 

“Sure enough come morning there’s garbage strewn all over 
the neighbourhood. What the raccoons and skunks didn’t 
spread around, the wind picked up the slack. Some of the 
people on the street kindly approached the guy and asked 
him to put his garbage in a bin. He told them to go fuck 
themselves. 

“Thus began the Garbage Wars. 

“Every morning of garbage day some people on my street 
would collect all the half-eaten and rotten trash from their 

 
55 Source: The_Zoink, “Fully vaccinated people of Reddit. Are you still 
wearing masks? Why or why not?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oed06m/fully_vaccinat
ed_people_of_reddit_are_you_still/>. 
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lawns and toss it back into the dude’s backyard. He would 
collect it, then dump it back on their lawns. Or cram it into 
their bushes. People started finding half eaten burritos and 
candy wrappers in their mailboxes. The street started to look 
like a slum. Police were called. Health inspectors. City by-
law enforcement. Each side was calling in whatever 
authority they could muster to get their enemy in shit. 

“The dude and his family (amazingly his wife seemed 
perfectly pleasant) lasted about eight months and then 
moved. 

“Once in a while, I would find a random margarine lid or 
piece of Styrofoam in my hedge, and my mind goes back to 
those dark days of war.” 

2) frontal_pin wrote: 

“The first apartment I lived in I had a neighbour who would 
try opening the door. I didn’t hear it myself because I worked 
nights, but I came home early one night around 2am and he 
was trying to get in. Had a huge argument with him and he 
stopped doing it after that. I’m guessing he thought it was 
just my two female roommates living there because he never 
tried anything after he knew I was there as well. 

“Kinda opened my eyes at the time to the sort of shit women 
have to deal with.” 

SpectreAtYourFeast commented: 

“I was on autopilot at one point and didn’t notice I’d hit the 
lift button below my floor. I realised after trying the keycard 
a few times and looked at the number plate, I announced to 
literally no one, ‘This is not my door.’ 

“Still felt bad, though.” 

ShiraCheshire commented: 
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“I was taking a nap when some random dude walked into my 
apartment. Turns out he’d gotten off on the wrong floor (our 
elevator acts weird and all the floors look the same, so this 
is common) and I’d forgotten to re-lock my door after 
coming back from the laundry room. 

“The poor dude felt so bad about it. He literally couldn’t 
bring himself to face me, and after he backed out of the 
apartment, he basically hid around the nearest corner to 
apologize repeatedly. I was half asleep and confused, so I 
wasn’t even able to communicate to him that it was no harm 
done and no hard feelings. 

“I wonder if that moment has become that dude’s ‘Horrible 
mistakes you lay awake at night thinking about’ moment.” 

futureGAcandidate commented, “I’ve done stuff like this 
before when I was in college. Felt like a moron.”56 

57. “What Is The Stupidest Complaint Someone Ever 
Made About You?” 

1) PhreedomPhighter wrote: 

“Someone complained to the manager of Walmart that I was 
rude and unhelpful. 

“I don’t work at Walmart.” 

2) Pinkturtle182 wrote, “When I was working in a coffee 
shop, a customer formally complained to management that a 
coworker and I (both early 20s female) ‘weren’t as fun as the 
other girls who worked there.’” 

 
56 Source: DistributionOk9089, “What is your worst experience with 
bad neighbours?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/of66wd/what_is_your_
worst_experience_with_bad_neighbours/ >. 
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3) obscureferences wrote: 

“My job was training, and someone complained that I spent 
too much time with the pretty girls. 

“In a group made of people who got the job on their own 
merits, and a few bimbos who got in only because of their 
looks, who do you think needed the most help?” 

4) ParaPixie wrote: 

“My boss working fast food complained I was too slow. 

“Everyone else was practically throwing food at customers 
barely giving them a passing glance to work on the next 
order while I was taking an extra minute making sure the 
fries weren’t upside down and to, I dunno, smile and say 
thank you. 

“One would think that treating people like people and not 
just another number would be common sense.” 

5) LaptopArmageddon wrote, “I can’t use my left leg, so I’m 
in a wheelchair. Yeah, I can hop (rather fast actually), but 
it’s not recommended. Some lady called me lazy because I 
could stand on one leg to grab something but had to use a 
wheelchair to get around. Like, lady, that’s none of your 
business.”57 

58. “What Is Your Best Experience With Good 
Neighbors?” 

1) DTownForever wrote: 

 
57 Source: merry_cat, “What is the stupidest complaint someone ever 
made about you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ofa1j4/what_is_the_stu
pidest_complaint_someone_ever_made/ >. 
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“Twelve years ago, my husband was deployed in 
Afghanistan, and I was pregnant with my daughter. The plan 
had always been for my neighbors to drive me to the hospital 
and then a friend was going to meet me there. 

“At midnight on a Friday, my water broke and I had to go 
bang on their door to drive me to the hospital, they got right 
up and drove me. I still feel bad about all the leakage that got 
all over their back seat (yes, amniotic fluid continues to 
come out after it’s broken), despite the towel we put down. 
Their daughter came over to my house and stayed until my 
parents got here. (I had a two-year-old as well, at the time.) 

“They are the best neighbors ever — actually, I have a lot of 
good neighbors. I’m lucky.” 

2) TimedDeliveryt wrote: 

“When my husband and I first moved to London from 
Australia we massively lucked out and found a decent, 
cheap, partially furnished studio flat to rent on Gumtree. It 
was one of five small flats in a converted terrace house (very 
common in the UK). 

“Our landlord lived next door and did all the maintenance 
and property management himself. (He was a retired 
builder.) He exclusively rented to new immigrants as he said 
he remembered how difficult it was when he first moved to 
the UK from Pakistan as a young man. Whenever someone 
new moved in, he’d introduce them to the rest of the tenants 
and encouraged us to get to know each other. 

“Highlights from the two years we lived there included: 

“When our fridge broke, the landlord came over within 20 
minutes of us letting him know, lent us a cooler box for the 
things like milk that we planned to use that day and put the 
rest of our perishables in his own fridge until he could 
arrange a replacement (which was within 24 hours). 
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“He invited us and several of the other tenants who couldn’t 
afford to visit our families for the holidays to use his kitchen 
and dining room to prepare and host a Christmas lunch. 

“He acted as a guarantor for the couple who lived in the flat 
below us when they needed to rent a bigger flat because they 
unexpectedly got pregnant. 

“He’d send his daughter over with awesome homemade 
sweet treats and snacks on the big Muslim holidays like Eid. 

“One of the other tenants had to go back to Romania to settle 
his mum’s affairs when she died unexpectedly; landlord told 
him to not worry about paying rent during the three months 
he was over there. 

“He had a poster in the lobby that had info about how to open 
a bank account, get a prepaid phone plan, register with a GP 
[General Practitioner: physician], and other useful info. 

“Another tenant who was a handyman had his van broken 
into and his tools stolen while it was parked on the street 
outside the flats. Landlord cleared a space in his garage and 
allowed the tenant to park the van there at no extra cost to 
make sure it never happened again. 

“After around two years, we were finally making decent 
money and could afford to rent something bigger / better in 
a nicer area. Landlord sent us on our way with a hug and a 
congratulations card containing £50 to help us furnish our 
new place. That man was an absolute saint, and I will never 
forget his kindness.” 

3) zerbey wrote: 

“First home I rented, me and a friend from University. We 
moved in and it was just us, our PCs and a couple of sleeping 
bags. True bachelor pad. First night there’s a knock at the 
door, and it’s one of our new neighbours wanting to say 
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hello. The town we lived in had a large community from 
Pakistan and most of our neighbours were Pakistani. He 
looked around and noted we had no furniture. We said, 
‘Yeah, we just moved here and we’ll buy furniture as we go.’ 
He said, ‘No, that won’t do,’ and disappears. A few minutes 
later a bunch of our neighbours show up with a table and 
chairs and a couple of beds and helped us carry it all in. 
Refused all promises of payment. 

“Ended up being one of the nicest neighbourhoods I’ve ever 
lived in, every evening everyone sat outside chatting with 
each other. They accepted a couple of young English kids as 
part of their community.” 

4) GenericHam wrote: 

“I was gone for a few weeks for a family emergency and my 
neighbors got together and broke into my house so they 
could put my packages inside whenever they would get 
delivered. 

“I came back and was a weird mixture of upset and 
thankful.” 

veron1on1 commented, “A neighbor of mine once broke into 
my house during a flood to put as many of my items on 
tables, counters, and such so they wouldn’t get ruined. Came 
home to one foot of water in my house and all of my 
electronics and such were saved. I was very thankful!” 

5) zerbey wrote: 

“Nothing quite so extreme, but growing up we lived next 
door to two brothers, both of them retirees and bachelors. 
Really nice guys. One Christmas I asked for a bicycle and 
my parents didn’t really have anywhere to hide it so they 
asked the neighbours if they could store it at their house and 
they were happy to do so. The bike was duly deposited. 
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“Later that day one of the brothers gave my Dad a 
conspiratorial wink and said, ‘I hid it in the attic so your kid 
won’t find it.’ My Dad said, ‘Um, when does my kid ever go 
over your house?’ ‘Oh, good point.’ I think they just wanted 
the fun of hiding presents. I can just imagine two old men 
wrestling a BMX into their attic and having the time of their 
lives. 

“Miss those guys. They both passed away about 10 years 
ago.”58 

59. “What Life Lesson Did You Learn That You Will 
Never Forget And When Did You Learn It?” 

RedWestern wrote: 

“Don’t become a walking charity. 

“When I was in my early-to-mid-20s, I had a lot of ‘friends’ 
who were falling on hard times or needed various types of 
help. And I was only too happy to help — I had the money, 
I had the time, I would do anything for them. 

“Not one of them repaid — financially, or otherwise. 
Instead, I was just taken advantage of, left, right and centre. 

“It all ended when I suggested a friend of mine who broke 
up with their partner and had no place to live come stay with 
me. Next thing I knew, they were inviting their friends over 
all the time, often without my permission. They weren’t 
contributing a penny to the income of the household. Their 
new partner soon moved in, and my house basically became 
a doss house [cheap housing for homeless]. And they 

 
58 Source: Republican_Wet_Dream, “What is your best experience with 
good neighbors?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ofhh04/what_is_your_
best_experience_with_good_neighbors/ >. 



 156 

 

became a mean-spirited, emotionally abusive asshole who 
made my life miserable in my own home. 

“Now, I offer advice only. If you need financial support, you 
can go to the council. If you need housing, you can go to the 
council. If you want me to provide either of those things, you 
can bugger off.” 

Willyouplaythegame commented, “I’m sorry you had what 
sounds like a BUNCH of such shitty friends. Someone who 
is as generous as you to share what you have and expect 
nothing in return and then getting SHIT back is so much 
worse than the nothing you were OK with. I know, man. I 
went a different route, though, and rejected those shitty 
people and continued to be there for those who needed me 
as I could. It’s harder but I refuse to let them win like that 
and change me. I’d rather change my environment.” 

2) rocketoarritlet wrote, “If you’re right but you’re 
obnoxious about it, people won’t see you as the good guy. 
Took me until the end of grad school to figure that one out.” 

NishiroKajumi26 commented, “Reminds me of one of my 
hostel mates. The guy would bring forth some fairly right 
arguments but was so arrogant and aggressive, no one really 
cared or bothered to listen to him, and he was very much 
disliked.” 

3) bnk0129 wrote, “You can’t fix another person no matter 
how long you stay with them. They have to want to treat you 
better and want to be better themselves. And going back to 
them only makes them think you’ll stay no matter what they 
do to you. Prove them wrong.” 

4) benchbeater wrote: 

“Learn to pick your battles wisely. 

“Some things just are not worth fighting.” 
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5) Comedygal wrote, “Everyone is facing a battle you know 
nothing about.” 

Kimotabraxas wrote: 

“I remember a story my dad told me about when he was out 
with his mates playing pool and a friend of his was really 
aloof and rude, just generally being more confrontational 
than usual. 

“At first it pissed him off that he was being a dick, but he 
later found out that this guy had recently turned the same age 
his own dad was when he died, I guess it was messing him 
up a bit and was pretty much occupying all his thoughts, 
which didn’t leave much room for pleasantries. 

“You have no idea what personal turmoil is going on inside 
someone else’s mind that has nothing to do with you.” 

6) charmesal wrote, “My dad taught me as a teenager that 
relationships should be easy. Biggest and best lesson I’ve 
ever learned. Relationships should not be filled with drama 
but with friendship and respect. Really helped me choose 
who to be with. Now I teach my daughters the same thing so 
maybe they can prevent being in a painful relationship.” 

richtotheskies commented, “This is so true. I worked with a 
couple of women once who said my girlfriend and I didn’t 
love each because we didn’t have massive fights. I said that 
we just agree on a lot of the same things and when we do 
disagree, we rationally talk it out, and they couldn’t 
comprehend a relationship without fights.” 

smegheadedgirl commented: 

“People tend to brand the yelling kinds of relationships as 
‘passionate.’ I’ll never understand it. 
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“On the other hand, one of my exes was completely 
dumbfounded when I broke up with him: ‘But … we’ve 
never argued!’  

“To which I replied, ‘I told you many times that X, Y and Z 
were not comportments I liked, and you never did any effort 
on that.’  

“His reply: ‘I never thought you were serious about it 
because you never shouted at me!’ 

“Like, I should have started proper arguments and he would 
have waited until I couldn’t stand it anymore to make any 
effort? Nope. I never get to that point with men. If I don’t 
like something, I say it. If he keeps doing it, I repeat that I 
don’t like it. I will remind a couple of times. If it doesn’t 
change, then I understand we’re not meant for each other, 
that’s too bad. I’m not going to shout at a 45-year-old man 
to change his ways.” 

7) mewthulthu wrote: 

“I just wanna send out a Public Service Announcement to 
people who think their work colleagues are friends: Please 
don’t mistake the fact that I’m paid to spend time around you 
and am a really friendly person with thinking that you are 
one of the select people in this world I happen to want to be 
close to. Due to Human Resources and office politics, I 
literally cannot tell you what I think about you, nor can I tell 
you what I think about the other people in what you think is 
a social circle. I go to drinks with these people because it’s 
economically beneficial to keeping and advancing in my job. 

“One even said I was their best friend. We’d literally never 
hung out solo, and they were one of the most atrocious 
people I’ve ever worked with, which explains why the one 
person who was vaguely civil to them was the best friend 
they had. I get that this seems cold, but I don’t want to get 
fired, and I don’t like most people because I’m actually on 
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the autism spectrum and pretend not to be professionally. 
They don’t even get a glimpse of the real me, and never will, 
because the discrimination I’ve faced in the past at so many 
levels is … honestly, utterly horrific. 

“People need to realize this. It’s no different to asking out 
that bartender who has to smile at you for tips. We’re being 
paid to be together, so keep in mind that if I wanna be your 
friend, I’ll actively seek talking to you and spending time 
outside of work. If I don’t … maybe consider I’m your 
colleague, not your pal.” 

8) Tritonnica wrote: 

“You don’t ever truly know another person. Unless you can 
take up residence in their head, you’ll never be privy to their 
true nature. 

“Learned this through the process of growing up and losing 
friends / Significant Others. It’s not always malicious; 
sometimes you latch onto the idea of a person rather than 
who they are. It’ll eventually drive you apart aa you realize 
that there is incongruity between who they are and who you 
think they are.” 

ClairevoyantSlime commented, “Part of that is we don’t 
really know ourselves. It’s really easy to think you’re a good 
person if you’ve never been put in bad situations — then 
sometimes you discover that maybe you’re not so perfect 
after all.” 

klunk88 commented, “To add to this. We like to think that 
only we know our true selves. However, we lie to ourselves 
all the time. It’s so easy to distort our perceptions to create a 
favourable self-image, but it’s impossible to really lie to 
other people. They’ll figure you out pretty quickly for the 
most part. They will notice when your words and actions 
don’t match and will react accordingly.” 
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chrishgt4 commented, “We judge ourselves by our 
intentions and everyone else by their actions.” 

9) SubtleMonkey wrote: 

“You can’t restart life like a video game. You have to just 
keep moving forward with this playthrough, no matter how 
messy or sloppy it is, how many quests you’ve missed or 
failed, how many achievements you’re locked out of, how 
many companions you’ve loved and / or lost, or how many 
characters have died. 

“You either finish the game, or you turn it off. You don’t get 
to restart to get it perfect. Do your best and accept the 
results.”59 

60. “Students Of Reddit, What’s The Biggest 
Presentation Fail You’ve Seen?”  

1) MondaytoFriday wrote: 

“High school, grade 12, English class. Instead of studying a 
novel together as a class, we got to pick any novel of our 
choice to read and give an oral book report to the class. 

“One girl gave her report, but towards the end of the 
presentation, she slipped up and said, ‘At the end of the 
movie ….’ Of course, the whole class cracked up.” 

2) False-Guess wrote: 

“I was actually the instructor. A student had to do a 
presentation and had some notes on a Word document. When 

 
59 Source: starblade1337, “What life lesson did you learn that you will 
never forget and when did you learn it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 July 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ofxbsa/what_life_lesso
n_did_you_learn_that_you_will/ >. 
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they loaded it up they said, ‘Oh, no. I think the file got 
corrupted,’ because it was all sorts of weird symbols. I just 
hit CTRL + A and changed the font to Times New Roman 
and it was just a bunch of random shit. 

“Like if you didn’t do it, just tell me, but this was a quarter-
assed attempt at trying to cover up the fact that they didn’t 
do it. I was more insulted by their attempt to fake it than I 
was bothered by them not having a presentation ready.” 

3) DrFreeze65 wrote: 

“Guy said he was nervous at least 10 times in a 15-minute 
solo presentation. Actually apologized for it being so awful 
during it. 

“In reality it was sub-par and no one would have 
remembered it the next day, except for the fact he kept 
saying how bad it was. 

“Lesson: No one cares about your class presentation except 
yourself and the teacher, so get the material from your mouth 
to her, without caring about the class in-between. Don’t call 
out mistakes or spelling errors on a slide if you see one and 
don’t apologize for being nervous.” 

4) DrNuggetYT wrote, “We had to do a PowerPoint on what 
we wanted to do with our lives in the future, and one guy 
said he wanted to be a rapper, but he accidentally typed 
‘raper’ instead.” 

5) Alizaurus wrote, “In our social studies class, everyone had 
to do a presentation focusing on one international conflict. 
One guy did a presentation on terrorism, but in his slides, he 
accidentally typed ‘tourism’ instead of ‘terrorism’ and not 
only once but repeated this error throughout several slides. 
When the class noticed the slides with titles such as ‘dangers 
of tourism,’ the guy had to stop the presentation, because of 
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how much the class couldn’t stop laughing. He never lived 
it down.” 

6) mizoryyy wrote, “Wasn’t exactly a presentation fail per 
se. But in high school, our teacher called one of my friends 
(sorry, friend) for a short Q&A and he had a boner in front 
of the class. Good times.” 

7) Davidmoose wrote, “I was in an upperclassman-level 
invertebrate biology class and our final project was an eight- 
to 10-minute presentation on a marine invertebrate. We had 
the entire semester to prepare for this presentation. Most of 
the students nailed it, but one guy who was one of the last 
students to present got in front of the entire class, showed a 
single PowerPoint slide with a picture of his invertebrate, 
and asked, ‘Any questions?’ before returning to his seat. I’ve 
seen some poorly prepared presentations, but none that were 
obviously thrown together five minutes before class 
started.”60 

  

 
60 Source: gold_tier, “Students of Reddit, what’s the biggest 
presentation fail you’ve seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/og0rwe/students_of_re
ddit_whats_the_biggest_presentation/ >. 
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Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. Ex-Antivaxers, What Made You Understand You 
Were Wrong?”  

1) QuarantineTitans wrote: 

“I refused vaccinations for years under the false (but 
popular) belief that not getting vaccinated gives me a 
stronger immune system. Basically, getting vaccinated 
prevents my immune system from figuring out how to fight 
off infections on its own, vaccines were like giving the test 
answers to students, so they don’t actually learn anything, 
something like that. It made sense in my head. It was based 
on the erroneous misconception that vaccines were 
‘medicine’ that did all the work for the immune system. This 
misconception was what fueled my decision. 

“And I just left it at that, didn’t research it much further. 
Throughout college and into my late 20’s (so an 
embarrassingly lengthy duration), I didn’t get a single 
vaccine for anything. And while I got extremely lucky by not 
getting sick, I didn’t attribute such to luck at first. It just 
seemed like the expected result that, again, made sense in 
my head. ‘Of course, I’m not getting sick, I have an amazing 
immune system because I don’t cheat with vaccines.’ 

“Now, I never got into arguments with people over this. It 
was a private decision that I knew was contentious to many, 
so I kept my decision to myself. Nobody came along to 
punch me in the gut and slap my ass and pummel me with a 
volley of knee-drops while I was writing on the ground in 
pain. 

“But the flu virus sure did. 

“Surprise, surprise, here I am replying to this thread, so 
obviously my luck ran out. And once that flu virus wiggled 
its way into my system, it did a pretty good job convincing 
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me that my white blood cells were little wussy baby poots. I 
was just obliterated by it, and when a doctor took a look at 
me, I was warned to go to the hospital if symptoms 
worsened. Fortunately, it didn’t come to that, but there were 
some moments that I was convinced I knew what dying felt 
like. 

“And after that, I guess the flood gates opened. A month 
later, I got a cold that lasted over a week, with a residual 
month-long cough that left me completely out of energy by 
the afternoon. My belief of having an awesome home-grown 
immune system was effectively shattered. I was just letting 
my ridiculous good luck formulate a medically ludicrous 
outlook through survivorship bias. 

“That Autumn, my grandma had fallen really ill and was 
growing quite weak. In anticipation of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, my dad sent an Email out to the whole family, 
urging them to get a flu shot to reduce the risk to grandma. 
A year previous, I would’ve just discarded the email, 
assuring myself that she’d be safer around me than any of 
those immune system cheaters. 

‘That year, though? Well … I still discarded the email. But 
only because I already got the flu vaccine a week previous. 
I don’t mess around with the flu anymore. I’ve gotten it a 
couple times over the last decade, but I shook it off after a 
day or so. 

‘With a changed perspective, it really hurt seeing people who 
were just like me, people who also convinced themselves 
they were better off without vaccines. I understood what it 
was like to be them, and to live under false delusions. Some 
would be harder to convince than others. I thought I was 
physically stronger, so proving my dumb ass wrong was a 
pretty quick and easy turnaround thanks to a particularly 
hellish bout with the flu. 
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“But a lot of them think they’re spiritually stronger, and it’s 
not like Jehovah’s gonna come slap them in the jaw and tell 
them to get immunized. A lot of them think they’re 
intellectually stronger, but it’s not like Alex Jones is going 
to tell people on Facebook the vaccinated frogs actually 
aren’t that gay. Some folks are just impossible to convince, 
no matter how sick they get. It’s the price of ‘divinity.’ It’s 
the price of ‘freedom.’ It’s the price of maintaining this 
distorted world view that I sadly fully understand how it can 
happen. 

“I’m glad I got so sick at that time. It was before social media 
really materialized to effectively pollute my environment. It 
was before the anti-vaccination movement was truly 
organized and creating a deluge of propaganda. It was at a 
time when I could just change my mind and nobody would 
lambast me for it. There was no hill to die on then. If my luck 
didn’t run out then, and instead ran out in the last five years, 
I’m not sure if it would’ve been enough evidence to change 
my mind. With the onslaught of quack research easily 
accessible from credible-looking frauds online, I would’ve 
had a lot more material to keep me mentally living in 
Wonderland.” 

2) Colour_me_in wrote: 

“My parents became anti-vaxxers when I was a tween / early 
teen. Luckily after I’d already gotten the important ones. 
Anyways, it was obviously easy for my parents to convince 
me that vaccines were dangerous and unnecessary. I didn’t 
really question it too much. And when I became a mom at 
17, they urged me not to get my baby vaccinated, and I 
didn’t. I remember being so mad about the pediatrician 
trying to convince me that vaccines were safe … after all, 
what are the chances that my kid will get polio in America 
in the 2000s?? 
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“Well, as it turns out, those chances are so very low because 
of the vaccine. Duh. I had a conversation with my 
grandmother (born in 1939) about living through polio, and 
then I really started to look into it … where are all these 
people with horrible vaccine injuries? 

“Anyways, after a lot of research I changed my mind and 
went and got my toddler caught up on all her vaccines. My 
other two kids are getting theirs on schedule. My parents 
don’t know. Lol. It’s not worth it to me to get into that 
argument with them.” 

3) Talquin wrote: 

“We are all products of our environment. 

“My environment was the Bible Belt of my area. 

“Takes a lot of time to shake the things taught to you that fly 
in the face of logic. 

“Travel, talk to others, listen to people and then form an 
opinion, agree to disagree, and above all else; realize that 
sometimes you just walk away from family, you can’t and 
won’t ‘win.’ 

“I’m not religious anymore. 

“I’m vaccinated. 

“I’m low contact with some people. 

“I like to listen to views I don’t agree with, doesn’t mean you 
need to agree with them but sometimes listening to 
somebody’s thoughts leads you to understand HOW they 
think, which can be a powerful thing long term. 



 167 

 

“Be kind and you can rewind on some of the things you had 
been taught to believe.”61 

62. “What Is Something That Is Considered Kindness 
But Is Just Basic Human Decency?” 

1) llcucf80 wrote, “Waiting your turn in line.” 

memeotional commented: 

“Robin Williams went to see Joe Rogan’s stand-up while 
wearing a disguise. After the show he waited in line with all 
the other fans for pictures / signings just to compliment Joe’s 
stand-up. 

“Mad respect to Robin Williams. He just wanted to be a 
normal comedy fan without the famous perks and shit.” 

2) skinnedpie wrote: 

“A dad being a dad to their child. 

“‘How kind of your husband to watch your child while you 
run errands!’  

“Yeah, he’s a great guy, but he’s my child’s father. Why 
wouldn’t he take care of our kid?” 

3) BECKYISHERE wrote: 

“In the AskWomen’s sub-Reddit, you will find post after 
post of 

“My boyfriend went and bought tampons for me! 

 
61 Source: ROC3L10-S50, “[Serious] Ex-anti-vaxxers, what made you 
understand you were wrong?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oh4lny/seriousexantiva
xers_what_made_you_understand_you/ >. 
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“My boyfriend knew I was feeling ill, so he made dinner! 

“Just normal behaviour, not something to boast about.” 

Jockobutters commented, “There was a post here that was 
something like ‘How did you know your partner was the 
one?’ — and so much of what was listed was just stuff that 
was normal, non-abusive relationship behavior.” 

Cerinthus commented: 

“I’ve never understood why tampons are a big embarrassing 
deal. And why some guys seem to think rightly so. 

“Like if I’m buying tampons for my wife, I’m pretty sure 
everyone knows they’re not for me. What’s to be 
embarrassed about?” 

Solid_Reguister7486 commented, “An ex bought me 
vitamins and plasters for my ankles, I honestly thought he 
was god for a moment.” 

4) Linux4ever_Leo wrote, “Treating all people the way that 
you would want to be treated. That is with love, kindness, 
respect, empathy, and compassion, and respecting their 
boundaries.”62 

63. “When Did You Immediately ‘NOPE’ Out Of A Place 
You Just Walked Into?” 

1) Number127 wrote: 

“When I was 19, I was visiting some friends in Melbourne 
and we went out one night. We weren’t really paying 

 
62 Source: AmongUsDongBot, “What is something that is considered 
kindness but is just basic human decency?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 July 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oi3udo/what_is_somet
hing_that_is_considered_kindness_but/ >. 
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attention to where we were going, and we wandered into this 
really seedy bar. 

“The bartender saw three nerdy college kids walking in the 
door, and his eyes went wide, and he just shook his head very 
slowly at us. Yeah, we got out of there.” 

2) Neebyter wrote, “One day when I got to work my 
supervisor was in a bad mood. I barely had one foot in the 
door and he started SCREAMING at me. I just said, ‘Not 
today,’ turned around, and walked back out.” 

3) Literally_-_Hitler wrote, “I was heading to a Christmas 
Eve family party, and I was showing up late, having had to 
work before. I had been to my aunt’s house a few times, but 
it had been a while. So I park my car and go up the walkway 
to the house. The front door was open which I expected. The 
entrance way was exactly how I remembered it as was the 
kitchen. But when I turned the corner to go to the living room 
I found myself in a room packed with Asian people. I am not 
Asian. They all stared at me waiting for an explanation. I 
kind of nodded a bit but then just shook my head and said, 
‘Nope,’ and turned around and left. Turns out I stopped a 
block too soon at an identical model house as my aunt’s. To 
this day I wonder if they tell the story of the time that random 
guy dropped by to say nope.” 

vacationbeard wrote, “My ex told a similar story. She and 
her mom had recently moved into a new apartment. She 
came home from school one evening, entering the unlocked 
apartment while looking at her phone. She walked past the 
living room without looking up and went into her bedroom, 
except it wasn’t her bedroom. She then heard loud, arguing 
voices in the kitchen and realized she was in the wrong 
apartment. She debated trying to sneak out but instead 
quickly walked back to the front door and loudly said, 
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‘Wrong apartment, sorry!’ before quickly exiting and 
sprinting around the corner to the right apartment.”63 

64. “[SERIOUS] Cops Of Reddit, What Has So Far Been 
The Creepiest Call Of Your Career And What 
Happened?” 

1) Young-Grandpa wrote: 

“This is one of the reasons my dad lasted only a year in the 
Highway Patrol. 

“He was dispatched to a single-car accident on a very rural 
highway in a remote area. Found two women in the car, one 
about 60, the other late 20s. Turns out they were mother and 
daughter. Both were unconscious and had to be transported 
to the hospital. Dad took some photos, made some diagrams, 
whatever they did back then (mid-1970s). Went to the 
hospital to see if he could get a witness statement from either 
woman. Mom was dead, daughter in a coma, but there was a 
relative there so dad went to talk to her. First words out of 
her mouth, ‘But where’s the baby?’ Turns out the daughter 
was also a mother and nobody knew where the baby went. 
This was before car seats were common, so there was a real 
possibility the child could have been ejected from the car. 

“So dad and a couple local cops and a couple firefighters 
went back to the scene at 2 in the morning to beat through 
the trees and wheat fields in search of a (probably dead) 
infant. And wondering what would be worse, to find it or 
not. 

 
63 Source: lma629, “When did you immediately ‘NOPE’ out of a place 
you just walked into?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ohude2/when_did_you
_immediately_nope_out_of_a_place_you/ >. 
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“They later found out the baby was with a babysitter, but dad 
had nightmares about that night for years.” 

freestyle43 commented, “That’s why the Baby on Board 
stickers were created. People think it’s the parents’ cute way 
of saying drive safe around us! It’s not. It’s for first 
responders to know to look for a child.” 

zenith_industries commented: 

“Before I was a parent, I thought those signs were some kind 
of demand by the driver of the vehicle to be extra careful 
around them or something and used to find them annoying. 

“Then I became a parent and realised it was more of a 
warning of the potential for erratic driving as you attempt to 
keep the car on the road while madly trying to twist in your 
seat to find why your precious baby is making choking 
sounds, only for them to stop the split second you finally lay 
eyes on them. Or because the rattle you gave them to keep 
them from crying has been flung over your shoulder, landed 
in the footwell and has then rolled under the brake pedal.” 

hananobira commented, “Also a warning that you have been 
getting four interrupted hours of sleep a night for the past 
year and probably shouldn’t be trusted with moving 
equipment.” 

IM_OK_AMA wrote, “If your kid is causing you to drive 
unsafely, please pull over. It’s not going to feel like a good 
excuse when there’s a dead pedestrian involved.” 

zenith_industriers responded: 

“Oh, whenever I could, I would, but sometimes it’s difficult 
to find a way to pull over rapidly in a safe manner (freeways 
and the like). Generally, our solution was to always have a 
pair of adults in the car so that the co-pilot can deal with any 
potential emergencies, but that wasn’t always feasible either. 
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“Thankfully, most of my situations weren’t going to involve 
me recklessly mounting the curb and scattering pedestrians 
but instead missing the first half of a green light.” 

Fromanderson commented: 

“Not as bad, but my father was small-town cop in the 1960s. 
He worked a wreck where the lady was unconscious. He’s 
doing his thing, the ambulance is there loading the lady up 
on a gurney, and the tow truck is already on site just starting 
to winch the car out of the ditch. Suddenly the lady wakes 
up and starts shouting, ‘Where’s my baby!’ 

“Dad said his blood ran cold. He goes back to the car and 
looks around and finds the baby in the rear floorboard of the 
car under some blankets, etc. He gently picks up the baby, 
expecting it to be dead. 

“It opens its eyes, looks at him as if to say, ‘Who the heck 
are you?’ and starts crying. 

“He said he’d never been so relieved in all his life. The car 
was beyond totaled, momma had significant injuries and car 
seats weren’t a thing yet, but the baby was sound asleep.” 

2) Wardology wrote: 

“I’ve been a police officer for seven years in two different 
agencies in Los Angeles County. Countless stories to share. 
But I’ll start with this one … 

“Around 3am, my partner and I heard gunshots go off one or 
two blocks away. We were on scene in less than a minute. 
We located a young man who had been shot on the sidewalk 
outside of his hotel. I believe the bullet had entered through 
the back of his neck and exited through his mouth. 

“He was flailing around on the sidewalk in the same manner 
a fish out of water would. My partner and I asked him several 
questions: Who did this? Where are you hit? But every time 
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he opened his mouth to reply, blood gushed / spewed out. 
The blood was thicker than I would have anticipated. 

“Normally, there are lots of ways to assist a gunshot victim 
(packing the wound, applying pressure, applying a 
tourniquet, etc.). But there was zero I could do to assist this 
poor man as he flailed around in agony and reached out to us 
for help. In retrospect, it was the powerlessness of the 
moment that I believe made this event so haunting. I kept 
telling him it was going to be ok, but I knew it wasn’t. 

“I’ve seen countless dead bodies during my career. Many of 
them were people who died in truly grotesque ways. But a 
lifeless body almost seems like a movie prop. After a while, 
they become like any other inanimate object. It’s not that 
creepy. 

“But watching someone suffer and die, while being helpless 
to do anything to stop it. I’m not sure if this meets creepy 
criteria, but it is easily the most haunting thing I have witness 
in my life. 

“PS: To make matters worse, this young man was killed for 
simply crossing the street. A car full of gang members 
almost struck him while driving recklessly. He yelled at their 
car. Video surveillance shows them circling the block and 
killing him for it. 

“The hotel had a large glass front door entrance. I remember 
his mother came downstairs after we had the crime scene 
taped off. She pounded on the glass door and screamed in 
agony when she saw her son’s lifeless body. Very surreal / 
movie like. He was visiting LA w/ family for his sister’s 
college graduation.” 

Wardology added: 
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“It helps me to talk about these things w/ people not in law 
enforcement. The conversations help remind me that these 
things are not normal. 

“There is a tendency in law enforcement to stuff these types 
of events away. Not speak of them, or avoid thinking about 
them. But they will eventually come to surface (often in the 
form of self-destructive behavior like alcoholism, infidelity, 
suicide, etc.). 

“I recently read a book titled Emotional Survival for Law 
Enforcement. It said that in the 1990’s, an average of 69 
officers died a year from being attacked / responding to 
felony crimes. But 300 officers a year died as the result of 
suicide during that same time period.” 

BigLikeBull wrote, “They make us read that book before 
being sworn on in my service. It’s been three years on for 
me, and I’ve been thinking about giving it another read as 
the relevancy of the things mentioned in that book have been 
hitting home.” 

Wardology responded: 

“Yes! Glad to hear you’ve read it. I’m sure a reread couldn’t 
hurt. I bet it will resonate with you more after your three 
years on the job. 

“My roommate at the time was Police Department and 
demanded I buy it. So I did, and then it sat in the drawer of 
my nightstand for six years. Haha. 

“But when I read it recently, I found it reinforced many of 
the lessons I learned over my seven years on the job. It also 
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provided a sense of comfort knowing that I was not the first 
person to have experienced many of the issues discussed.”64 

65. “Cops Of Reddit, How Common Is Diarrhea An 
Excuse For Speeding?” 

1) undeletable-2 wrote, “It sounds silly, but this thought 
saves me from a lot of potential road rage. That jerkass who 
sped by me and almost hit me — I just imagine they’ve got 
the nastiest shits at that moment. Tears running down their 
face as that liquid ass seeps into their camouflage pattern seat 
covers in their F-350. The person in the passenger seat going 
‘Goddamnit, not again, Hunter!’ as they cover their nose. I 
laugh a little bit inside and resume my cautious defensive 
driving. 

2) SlothOfDoom wrote, “A friend of mine got pulled over 
and told the cop he had diarrhea. He told [should have asked] 
them to follow him home three more blocks and ticket him 
there. They got prissy and had him exit the car and wait with 
his hands on the hood because he ‘wasn’t cooperating.’ He 
ended up shitting himself while they ran his plates.” 

3) Effurlife13 wrote, “Am cop. Happens all the time, along 
with having to piss. Obviously, it’s not a science, but you 
can usually tell when nature is actually calling by how 
they’re acting. I’m not a big ticket writer so depending on 
how fast they were going plus road conditions, I was 

 
64 Source: blairetaylor09, “[SERIOUS] Cops of reddit, what has so far 
been the creepiest call of your career and what happened?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 12 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oj1g85/serious_cops_o
f_reddit_what_has_so_far_been_the/ >. 
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probably going to give them a warning anyways. No warning 
for anything egregious, though; don’t care about excuses.”65 

66. “Lawyers Of Reddit, What Was The Moment That 
Made You Think ‘My Client Is An Idiot’?” 

1) TheManWhoWasNotShort wrote, “My client, whose case 
had a serious identification issue in it, decided to show up 
wearing the same fucking outfit he was wearing when he 
committed the crime on video.” 

2) RonSwansonsOldMan wrote, “I’ve told this before. I 
represented in a jury trial a guy charged with battery for 
kicking another guy with cowboy boots with fancy metal toe 
decorations. He showed up for his jury trial wearing said 
cowboy boots with fancy metal toe decorations. It was like 
show and tell for the jury.” 

3) Lagalius wrote: 

“Not me but when my wife was divorcing her ex-husband, it 
was because he had her log into his email to check for a 
confirmation. Well, she also saw multiple back and forth 
emails from him to three other women, with videos / 
pictures. 

“Well, you would think he would have deleted them before 
court, right? He didn’t. He put them in a folder marked ‘hide 
from c*** ex.’” 

4) technos wrote: 

 
65 Source: soupypoopy, “Cops of Reddit, how common is diarrhea an 
excuse for speeding?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/olwvef/cops_of_reddit
_how_common_is_diarrhea_an_excuse/ >. 
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“Observing court back around ‘98 for a class, I ended up 
with a bunch of first appearances and arraignments one 
morning. 

“A professional-looking guy, in his 40’s, wearing a nice suit 
had his turn. He was accused of throwing bricks through a 
neighbor’s windows while exposing himself. 

“Judge: And how is the defendant pleading? 

“Public Defender: My client is pleading not guilty, your 
honor. 

“Defendant: <something to his lawyer, with animated 
hands> 

“Judge: Is there something you’d like to say to the court? 

“Defendant: Yeah! I was like 50 feet away. How could they 
even tell I was naked when I threw the bricks?” 

technos added, “He thought he was too far away to trigger 
the motion lights, and too drunk to notice them once they 
came on after the first brick.” 

5) Majestic-Priority571 said, “My father is an attorney, and 
he’s full of these stories. My favorite is the guy who 
challenged the judge to a fight. The judge promptly 
accepted, and they had a scuffle outside the courtroom. God, 
this is why I like living in a small Western town.” 

6) Thirty_Helens_Agree wrote: 

“My realization that my client was an idiot was actually a 
profound relief, and it brought me an entirely new and 
successful view of the case. 

“See, for the longest time I thought he was a toxic asshole. 
Constantly interfering and barking orders, and both ignoring 
my advice and insisting that I follow his stupid-ass 
suggestions. I had sent several very professional and 
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diplomatically worded letters detailing the process, but 
nothing got through. 

“One day I realized “he’s not an asshole — he’s a moron and 
lashing out like this is the only way he knows how to deal 
with the stress of litigation and the feeling that I, not he, is in 
control.  

“Once I figured that out, things were much smoother.” 

7) Brianthelion83 wrote: 

“Not lawyer. but friend of mine’s brother was facing some 
serious drug / weapons charges. 

“Shows up to court wearing a shirt that says, ‘Fuck 12’ 
(some sort of anti-cop slur). He ended up getting maximum 
sentence. 

“Surprised his lawyer didn’t quit on the spot.”66 

67. “Former Bullies And Mean Girls Of Reddit, Why? 
What Action Do You Regret The Most During That 
Period?” 

1) RobMillsyMills wrote, “My bully apologised 20 years 
later to me. He said he was insecure and envious of me, so 
he put me down in front of others to make himself feel tough 
and better about himself. He had a lot of regrets. Teen years 
are a tough time for everyone.” 

2) Sahilqureshi444 wrote: 

“There was a girl all through elementary school to high 
school who was essentially my enemy. I didn’t know what I 

 
66 Source: beads6, “Lawyers of Reddit, what was the moment that made 
you think ‘my client is an idiot’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/olv5gn/lawyers_of_red
dit_what_was_the_moment_that_made/ >. 
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ever did to her, but she hated me, so I hated her in return. 
Name calling, not-so-funny practical jokes, turning other 
people into hating me, etc., was her angle. Once I graduated, 
I knew I was finally free of her torment. 

“A year after we graduated (roughly), she sent me a friend 
request on Facebook. I was hesitant to accept it in fear that 
she’d have another angle to hurt me or something of the 
nature. Instead, the two of us discovered over a short period 
of time that we had a reasonable number of things in 
common. 

About two months afterward, she invited me to lunch. I 
figured if she tried anything that I could just finally speak 
my mind and let that be that, but I had high hopes that we 
could at least put the past behind us. 

“She apologized for the years of hell she put me through. She 
then confessed that she was never sure why she hated me in 
the first place. She became so emotional that she began 
crying in the middle of the restaurant in front of me. It was a 
completely different side of her that I was seeing. She 
begged for my forgiveness and told me that even though she 
didn’t really deserve it, she hoped that I would. 

“I did. 

“Almost four years later, she is one of my very best friends. 
It took a lot to get past some of the things she did, but I did 
it and now I couldn’t imagine my life without her in it. 

“I truly believe people have the ability to change, people 
have the ability to forgive, and people have the ability to 
move on. You just have to want to do such things.” 

Geckolo commented:  
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“I’ve had a similar experience with a girl throughout 
secondary girl. She hated me, for God knows what reason (I 
had my suspicions, though), and so I hated her in return. 

“There was this one instance where things almost escalated 
to a dangerous degree. We were both sitting across from 
each other on one of the common room tables, and she pretty 
much insulted me right in front of my face to some other 
girls sitting with us whom we were both friends with. 
Although we were having separate conversations, I could 
very much hear her making not-so-subtle statements on her 
feelings towards me. It was also pretty clear she knew I could 
hear her, too. As this went on, I could feel my temper boil 
and I came close to throwing a fresh cup of coffee in her 
face. I didn’t, thank God, but I was damn well close. But I 
remember the anger. 

“The reason I never properly retaliated was because it was 
known that she had a rough time at home, especially with 
her parents. She was never really treated right by the men in 
her life, either. So I decided to try and be the ‘better person,’ 
although I definitely failed on some occasions. 

“Sometimes I think about reaching out to her. It’s been four 
years. We both hurt and hated each other pretty bad, but I 
feel like it’s something we can both talk about and settle once 
and for all. Who knows, maybe we could even be friends.” 

3) GGayleGold wrote: 

“I regret ever making anyone conceal who they really were 
or making them feel like they had to pretend to be someone 
else to avoid my bullshit. I positioned myself as the arbiter 
of who and what was ‘cool,’ and I was epically full of shit 
— all in all, I was just another chick in the mall. 

“I was lucky enough to have high self-esteem and a strong 
sense of self-worth, and I weaponized it against those who 



 181 

 

didn’t. I was the villain in a 1980s high school movie who 
thought she was the hero. 

“I’d like to go back and slap the mall bangs off my head. … 
no, really … that hair was atrocious, girl.” 

4) ThePrincessInsomniac commented: 

“You sound like someone I grew up with. I actually think 
she kept me around because I was the only person who 
wouldn’t change for her. She tried, though: She made fun of 
my clothes, hair, voice, toys, eraser choices, she even 
insulted the gift my parents got me for my birthday when I 
was 10. It was The Princess Bride on VHS. I dunno if you 
can tell from my username, but I was thrilled with the gift, 
but she basically called my parents cheap. Which for some 
context I made a deal with my mom that I wanted a $40 
birthday cake (a Red Lobster cheesecake) and she told me 
they would do it, but that I wouldn’t get a very big present 
because we were not wealthy or anything. I agreed to the 
terms and still got a gift that I enjoyed far more than anything 
else I got.  

“I never could decide why she kept hanging out with me 
when I wouldn’t really acknowledge her bullying. Looking 
back on it, 10-year-old me was pretty impressive in how she 
handled it. Girl would say something like, ‘Hey, that dress 
looks so bad on your skinny body,’ and I would generally 
answer with something like, ‘Ok? I’m wearing it and like it,’ 
and that would be the end of the discussion about my poor 
wardrobe choices that day.  

“She really did become involved in every aspect of my life, 
and I never really knew why. She wasn’t very nice to me or 
anyone else, but she joined my troop, she volunteered with 
me, we spent all our time together and I feel like that was her 
choice. I went to her house only a couple times. I’ve always 
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suspected she was addicted to the average and mundane in 
my life because of stuff going on that I didn’t see.” 

5) Scribblywtch_994 wrote: 

“It was to my mum with terminal cancer. I was about 10 
years old at the time. She didn’t know I was being bullied 
myself at the time, and one day she came to pick me up in 
front of all the other kids right after a surgery on her brain, 
where she was bald and had staples in. My school was small, 
word spread like wildfire and the bullies gave me hell for 
having a mum who looked like ‘Frankenstein’s monster.’ 

“So the next time she did it, I yelled at her not to come any 
closer, I’ll walk myself to the car, you’re embarrassing me. 

“At the time, the way I dealt with grief was through denial. 
I pretended that she wasn’t dying and when she would 
inevitably pass on, she never truly ‘died’ but was going on 
holiday and never coming back. I was really into SpongeBob 
at the time because he was always so cheerful, and I guess I 
buried myself into that world as a means of escape the reality 
I was facing. I guess with that line of thinking and also being 
defensive of myself at the time, I talked back to her a lot, 
insisted that  she not stand around me so much. And when 
she was really at the end of her life, she barely resembled my 
mother anymore and I couldn’t keep looking at her because 
I was scared so I wouldn’t visit her. Little would I know at 
the time that she would pass away and I never got to say 
goodbye until her funeral. 

“Over a decade later and my actions will haunt me for the 
rest of my life. Not just because the denial of her death went 
on to cause amnesia for a long time but also because once 
those memories resurfaced again, I was grimly reminded of 
my actions. I have to do my best to stop blaming myself 
because I was a kid who didn’t know any better, but I will 
ALWAYS feel remorse. 
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“I did some terrible things in her last years of life and 
although I knew her for only a decade, I won’t ever forget 
the time I got to spend with her. Not again. I’m repenting the 
only way I can: by living and experiencing life and finding 
happiness. If I die now, everything she did for me would 
have been in vain. I’m determined to become someone 
others can depend on, just like she was and to never live in 
denial again no matter how much the truth hurts.” 

Extension-Friend-252 commented: 

“Hey, it’s okay. 

It’s honestly okay. She’s your mom and I can tell you that 
comes with unconditional love built into it. She loved you so 
much and nothing you ever said or did can change that. You 
were a child going through the most traumatic circumstances 
anyone can imagine — you lived through that. And I didn’t 
know your mom, but I know she would be so proud you 
came out the other end of that. 

“You sound like a wonderful, caring person. I wish you 
every joy and so much peace.” 

6) FranticDisembowel wrote: 

“I just want to throw this out there: 

“I wasn’t a bully in high school. I also didn’t get bullied. But 
my single biggest regret from high school, bar none, is not 
sticking up for people getting bullied. It would have cost me 
very, very little and made a world of difference to them. 
Even something small like talking to them privately after. 
‘This isn’t right. I see what you’re going through, and it isn’t 
right.’ Just letting them know that someone notices their 
struggle. Of course, if you can do more, you should. 

“I’m not asking anyone to insert themselves in a dangerous 
situation physically, and obviously I don’t know your 
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specific circumstances. I’m just telling you that my own 
inaction still eats at me all these years later.”67 

68. “Military Members And Past Military Members, 
What Was Something Funny That Happened In Your 
Basic Training / Boot Camp That You Want To Share?” 

1) RideThatPune wrote: 

“One guy couldn’t handle it and wanted to get discharged. 
He shit and pissed in his locker and on his uniform, thinking 
it’d get him out. It didn’t. The Drills just made him clean it 
all and he stayed. He was Shitty Ricky (his last name) for the 
rest of the cycle. 

“One guy had to piss, but we were in formation. He thought 
it was a good idea to piss in his canteen. That same day, they 
made us all wash our canteens and put them in a pile, then 
we all grabbed one from said pile. No one knew who got the 
piss canteen. 

“Morning PT formation. Our platoon guide was giving a 
report when the DS [Drill Sergeant] cut him off. ‘Private, I 
was having a good day today. Like my wife rolled over and 
started SUCKING MY DICK type of good. Then you ruined 
it by opening YOUR GODDAMN MOUTH.’” 

2) daringdecember, a woman, wrote: 

“One of my platoon mates and I were head recruits, meaning 
we cleaned the bathrooms in the squadbay. 

 
67 Source: Geckolo, “Former bullies and mean girls of reddit, why? 
What action do you regret the most during that period?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 18 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/omqbqe/former_bullies
_and_mean_girls_of_reddit_why_what/ >. 
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“Morning cleanup comes along, and we discover a large 
piece of human shit on the floor as our drill instructor is 
rampaging the squadbay. 

“I look at the other recruit like ‘I’m not fuckin touching that.’ 
She looks like she’s about to cry. Drill instructor is getting 
closer to the head to come inspect it. 

“There is a brief moment where time slows down. We are 
both panicking and staring at this impressive turd on the 
floor. 

“Right as our drill instructor approaches the head, the other 
female recruit bends down and picks up the shit with her 
BARE hands in a desperate attempt to get rid of it in time. 
At this point I’m in shock and terrified as our drill instructor 
comes up behind us. 

“Our drill instructor looks the other recruit up and down and 
asks very deadpan, ‘What the hell are you holding, recruit?’ 

By now the other recruit is in tears and just holding the chunk 
of shit out in front of her and she quietly goes, ‘Poopoo, 
ma’am.’ 

“Drill instructor lost her shit and had to walk away to prevent 
us from seeing her laugh. The other recruit took a few days 
to mentally recover from that incident. I still crack up when 
I think about it.” 

3) raku_rabbit wrote: 

“I was transiting from the pool back to the ship after my 2nd 
failed swim test (Navy) and was approached by a burly 
RDC. He saw my swim roll (PT shorts rolled up into my 
towel) and asked if I passed.  

“I reported with a resounding ‘No, Petty Officer.’ 
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“He got right up in my grill and said, ‘What if you’re being 
chased by a bear and you come upon a lake?’ 

“I respond, ‘Kill that fucking bear, Petty Officer.’ 

“Trying to control himself, he ordered me to carry-on 
smartly.” 

4) Key2Destiny wrote, “There was a juice machine that was 
labeled ‘Victory Juice.’ So I was assigned to help clean out 
the mess hall one day along with several others. Obviously, 
being in the military, we had to clean basically everything. 
Near the end of the cleaning, we were given a choice of what 
we wanted to drink from a selection of machines and 
‘Victory Juice’ was among them. Nobody had chosen 
‘Victory Juice’ so I chose it. It was the worst, but also a good 
mistake as it made me sick. You ask why was it good? Well, 
apparently, the ‘Victory Juice’ apparently hadn’t been 
cleaned out in some time (at least a year) as there was mold 
in the machine but it made the chefs reevaluate some kitchen 
policies so I took one for the team basically. From that day 
on, though ‘Victory Juice’ was now dubbed as ‘Defeat Juice’ 
for making me sick.” 

5) TheTruthAintThat wrote: 

“Our drill sergeants showed up at reception and started 
loading us up into cattle trucks. The drill sergeants were 
super chill and very kind. The senior drill sergeant even 
reached out to a recruit and said, ‘Here, son. Let me help you 
with your bags.’ The recruit was all smiles and thanked the 
drill sergeant kindly. 

“They drive us around for an hour, packed tight in the cattle 
truck, under the summer Georgia sun. (Later, we found out 
that the barracks were about five minutes from reception.) 
We finally get there, and our extremities are numb, and we 
are all close to heat exhaustion. We hear a small voice 
outside say, ‘Okay, fellas, we’re here. Come on out.’ 
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“The guys at the doors are wedged in. They’ve been holding 
their rucks for an hour without moving. They can’t open the 
doors. 

“Then the doors fly open and someone screams, ‘I SAID 
MOVE and YOU DID NOT MOVE!’ 

“We boil out of the truck with the none-too-gentle help of 
the drills and the dogging begins. Gone are the kind 
sergeants who helped us load up. They get us into ranks and 
tear into us, screaming until we mess up and then it’s push-
ups and a sprint to the water bag. 

“Suddenly, that strange silence fell. And the senior drill 
sergeant’s voice rang out like the dooming bells of hell: 
‘AND WHERE IS THAT MOTHERFUCKING PUSSY 
WHO MADE ME CARRY HIS BAGS?’” 

6) ManUpYaPussy wrote, “A buddy of mine said one of the 
guys in his basic training was a fucking perv. During one of 
the PT’s [Physical Training sessions], he yelled that he loved 
when the DS [Drill Sergeant] yelled because it gave him a 
hardon. Then he proved it by pulling down his pants. 
Apparently, the DS made this dude go out into the middle of 
a field and do jumping jacks naked for about an hour straight. 
He wasn’t allowed to stop until one of the women DS’s gave 
him an order to do so.”68 

69. “What Are Your Interactions With Good Guys?” 

1) FedahpWithThisWurld, “Maybe not what you’re looking 
for, but I remember one guy from a concert years ago. The 

 
68 Source: LimitedPiko, “Military members and past military members, 
what was something funny that happened in your basic training/boot 
camp that you want to share?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oouu0h/military_memb
ers_and_past_military_members_what/ >. 
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crowd was getting kinda wild and he saw me getting shoved 
around and that I had trouble standing up. He put himself 
between me and the dudes goin’ wild, kinda shielding me. 
He asked me if I was okay and stood there for the rest of the 
song, until they had calmed down. I was kinda touched by 
that, that some stranger helped me out like that. Thank you, 
concert guy from 2016!” 

2) notme1414 wrote, “I have a good guy neighbor. He has a 
snowblower so he takes care of my driveway in the winter, 
he tinkers with my lawnmower when it won’t start, and this 
week hauled away a broken piece of furniture for me. Just a 
really nice guy.” 

3) AnalystFun4456 wrote, “I realize this is like basic human 
kindness but I don’t always see it. I had a bad experience 
with a man at work, and my male business partner took me 
at my word and cut ties with him despite everyone else in the 
company saying what a great guy the man was.” 

4) impatiently_persist wrote, “My dad’s a great guy. He 
saved a girl whom he spotted drowning while driving me to 
school near a lake. Dude was like a movie carrying her out 
of the water. He called the cops, wrapped her in his jacket, 
and left as soon as the police showed up without even 
leaving his name. I bet that lady is still wondering who this 
muscle guy was who saved her life.” 

5) doomdoggie wrote: 

“I took my vehicle to two male mechanics recently; neither 
made sexist jokes nor treated me like an idiot. 

“Left them great reviews. Thank you, gents!” 

6) Finiam wrote, “I went to a Violent Soho concert with my 
three boys a few years ago. We caught the train from 
Newtown station with a crowd of other guys from the 
concert. They all started talking about the concert and my 
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son let slip that it’s my birthday. The whole carriage of 
awesome young men sang me ‘Happy Birthday’ until we got 
out at Redfern. Good guys, every one of them!” 

7) cadaverdogs wrote, “I got a flat tire on one of the coldest 
days of the year. I hadn’t noticed it right away, so it was kind 
of froze when I pulled up to a gas station. It wouldn’t fill up 
without jacking the car up. I was trying to lift it, but the jack 
slipped on the ice and got wedged under the car. It was a five 
+ hour wait if I called for a tow truck, and no one inside the 
station was willing to help me. Then the guy walks over to 
help. He was waiting for his bus and saw me struggling. 
Since he worked outside for a living, he was dressed for the 
occasion. I was not; I had just left a university interview. He 
unwedged the jack, lifted the car up and filled up the tire. I 
drove him home as a thank you. I’ll always remember the 
kindness of this stranger. Whoever raised him should be 
proud.” 

8) RealisticJob9750 wrote, “A man rescued something I 
dropped on a hike once. Came round the corner and saw a 
damsel in distress. Offered help, upon my grateful 
acceptance he helped, was thanked and went on his way. No 
attempt to flirt, no ogling, not even a backwards glance. 
What an awesome dude.”69 

70. “What Was The Most Legendary Thing A Student 
Did At School?” 

1) awhq wrote: 

“I went to high school in the early ‘70s. Our city had just 
implemented the desegregation of the high schools by 

 
69 Source: [deleted], “What are your interactions with good guys?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o8tkk8/what_are_you
r_interactions_with_good_guys/ >. 
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closing the only black high school and busing those kids all 
over the city to the white high schools. 

“Racial tensions were pretty high at my school. Many of the 
white kids resented having to go to school with black kids 
and the black kids were understandably upset at being 
yanked out of their own high school and bused. 

“It was lunch time in the cafeteria. I was sitting at the next 
table over from where a white guy was sitting. I see a black 
guy walking up to the white kid. He stops in front of the 
white kid and say ‘Hey, Honky!’ The white guy says ‘Hey, 
N*****!’ 

“The whole room got real quiet. I could see kids looking 
around, trying to decide what to do and where to run or hide, 
the expectation being that there was about to be a fight. 

“Then both the black guy and white guy bust out laughing 
and hug each other. The black guy sits down, and they eat 
lunch together. 

“People looked so confused as they couldn’t comprehend 
what just happened. 

“It turns out both guys were in drama class together and had 
decided to troll everyone.” 

2) DoAFlip22 wrote: 

“Started masturbating right before a test. 

“Said he needed the ‘post-nut clarity.’ 

“Teacher didn’t punish him because he did it without taking 
his dick out and the teacher didn’t want him expelled. 

“He’s forever known as the ‘mathsturbator.’” 

3) Ghost007 wrote, “This kid in my class put the school for 
sale on Craigslist. He provided the school’s attendance 
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office number as a point of contact because everyone hated 
the receptionist there. They were getting calls from 
interested buyers for days who wanted to buy multiple acres 
of property with a big swimming pool and a track.” 

4) Strange-Tax7880 wrote, “The senior prank one year was 
hiring a mariachi band to follow our principal around all day. 
He loved it. He went classroom to classroom so everyone 
could see it and take pictures / videos and have a fun break 
from class.” 

5) xThat1Ghostx wrote: 

“One day in seventh grade, the class clown was verbally 
saddened by the fact that our female math teacher didn’t 
wear a dress again like he had asked. So he promised her that 
tomorrow he will wear a dress as well so that she wouldn’t 
be the only one wearing a dress. Next day comes around and 
she isn’t in a dress. Clown comes in not wearing one either 
and is shocked that she didn’t wear one. She responded, 
‘Neither did you.’ Then the fucking legend started stripping 
to reveal that under his normal clothes he was wearing his 
sister’s dress. We all died laughing and he deadass wore it 
the rest of class. It was too uncomfortable for him, though, 
so he changed back for the rest of the day. Fucking 
Legend.”70 

71. “Who Would You Consider As The Most Badass 
Person In History?” 

1) hellebellet wrote: 

 
70 Source: CloudWoww, “What was the most legendary thing a student 
did at school?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oq6a82/what_was_the_
most_legendary_thing_a_student_did/ >. 
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“Definitely Major Hugh Thompson. I’m sure there are 
people who have done similarly brave things, but not that I 
know about. In 1968, Thompson managed to stop the My Lai 
massacre almost single handedly. He arrived after many 
civilians had already been killed, and he couldn’t understand 
how they had died. 

“After realising his fellow American soldiers were firing on 
unarmed civilians, he landed his helicopter between the 
Vietnamese and the soldiers. He then told the troops that if 
they continued to do what they were doing, he and his crew 
would open fire on them. After getting back to base, he filed 
a complaint about what he had witnessed. His complaint was 
covered up, and he was shunned as a traitor. It wasn’t until 
1998 that the army acknowledged he did the right thing. 

“It’s common to be brave in war when you know that you’ll 
be lauded as a hero — it’s another thing entirely to do it, 
knowing you’ll be seen as a traitor. He turned against his 
troops and country to protect innocent lives, despite what it 
would cost him, and I think that’s about as brave as you can 
get.” 

vandalia commented, “If I remember the story correctly, he 
returned to Vietnam years later and met with survivors of the 
massacre. He was met with love and gratitude, a pretty 
emotional reunion.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Thompson_Jr. 

2) -CorrectOpinion- wrote, “Desmond Doss. An army medic 
in WWII who was constantly belittled and abused by his 
battalion and superiors for refusing to use a weapon as it 
went against his beliefs. Then, when he landed in Okinawa 
and more than half of his battalion were shredded by 
Japanese machine gun fire, Desmond Doss crawled through 
the dirt over the course of several days to as many of his 
injured allies as he could and dragged them all the way back 
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to the 40ft cliff they had scaled up from, then lowered them 
to safety. Some of these injured men were lying 15ft from 
the enemy machine gun itself, and all the while Doss wore 
his medic helmet, which stood out like a giant bull’s-eye on 
a battlefield where the Japanese soldiers were ordered to kill 
doctors first to crush morale. In the end he had saved the 
lives of 75 men and survived with an arm fracture from a 
sniper round and several pieces of shrapnel embedded in his 
body from when he tried to kick a grenade away from him 
and his men. He is the only soldier without a gun to be 
awarded the Medal of Honor.” 

duelmeinbedtresdin commented: 

“To add, when he failed to kick the grenade away and it 
exploded and shattered his leg, he still insisted for the 
stretcher carrier to bring the other wounded first before him. 

“This moment is not included on Desmond’s biographical 
movie, Hacksaw Ridge. Why? Because the director, Mel 
Gibson said that he thought that people would think that the 
scene is exaggerated and unrealistic, although it literally 
happened.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desmond_Doss 

3) FloridianCaesar wrote, “Helge Meyer, also known as 
‘God’s Rambo.’ A Danish special forces officer who bought 
a 1972 Camaro and turned it into an up-armored beast so he 
could deliver humanitarian aid in war-torn Yugoslavia 
during the civil war and ethnic cleansing.” 

https://www.warhistoryonline.com/instant-articles/ghost-
car.html 

4) Icy_Layer wrote, “Galvarino. He was a fierce Mapuche 
warrior both of whose hands were chopped off as 
punishment when he was captured by the Spanish during the 
Arauco War [in modern-day Chili]. Rather than slaughter 
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Galvarino, the Spanish sent him back to the Mapuche to send 
a message, but instead of causing the Mapuche to surrender, 
it had the opposite effect. Galvarino decided to have two 
knives lashed to the stumps where his hands used to be. He 
learned to fight without hands while using the knives as 
weapons. Less than a month later, Galvarino fought with the 
Mapuche against the Spanish again. Around 3,000 Mapuche 
warriors engaged 1,500 of the Spanish on Nov. 30, 1557, at 
the Battle of Millarapue. Although they didn’t win, 
Galvarino killed several of the Spanish before the army of 
3000 were all killed.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galvarino 

5) hillgerb wrote: 

“Mariya Oktyabrskaya [USSR]. Her husband was killed in 
WWII, so she sold all her possessions, bought a T-34 tank, 
and went into the army. 

“Edit: Technically she sold her possessions, donated the 
tank, and then asked to drive it and was allowed.” 

EnigmaticSpirit85 wrote: 

“For which she was named the Fighting Girlfriend. 

“One of only two Soviet women tank drivers to be made 
Hero of the Soviet Union.” 

randomguy987654321 commented: 

“AND she was really good at it. 

“Took out several machine-gun nests and artillery guns in 
her first fight. Often her tank would get damaged, she would 
disregard orders, leap out and repair it under heavy fire, get 
back in and go back to blowing shit up. This woman’s anger 
toward Germans for killing her husband is legendary. She 
did this in every battle until she was killed for fixing a tank 
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under heavy gunfire. (She finished the job, but 
unfortunately, the tank was hit with a shell and the crew were 
killed.) […] 

“That’s why she was the first woman in a battalion to be 
awarded the Hero of the Soviet Union, which as you can 
guess, is the highest honor you can possibly receive in 
Russia. She is buried in a place of honor.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mariya_Oktyabrskaya 

6) kwadd wrote, “Maybe not the most, but definitely an 
honorable mention: Stanislav Petrov. The man who saved 
the world from an all-out nuclear war in 1983.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stanislav_Petrov 

SeekerSpock32 commented, “Related: Vasili Arkhipov, the 
person who stopped the Cuban Missile Crisis from going 
nuclear.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vasily_Arkhipov_(vice_admi
ral) 

7) driving_andflying wrote: 

“The Russian Night Witches. 

“They flew in slow, outdated planes, without parachutes, and 
dropped bombs by sight alone. At night.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Night_Witches71 

 
71 Source: Master_Mudkip, “Who would you consider as the most 
badass person in history?” Reddit. AskReddit. < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/orq202/who_would_yo
u_consider_as_the_most_badass_person/ >. 
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72. “What Are Some Of Your Best Girls’ Night Sleepover 
Stories?” 

Gbabie88 wrote: 

“We were out late clubbing. Next door was a food place 
everyone would go after. We sat down, met a few other girls 
and we were all being drunk and talking. Next thing I know 
this girl’s boobs totally pop out of her top and she’s still 
talking, had no idea and no one was saying anything! 

“I stopped the conversation and screamed, ‘YOUR TITS 
ARE OUT!’ Literally, everyone in a 50-foot radius stopped 
and looked. The girl lifted up her top quickly. I don’t think 
anyone saw but us. We were all silent for a few seconds, and 
then we all started dying laughing. (Not at her. At me 
freaking out about it.)”72 

73. “What Are The Most Beautiful Feelings That You 
Have Experienced In Your Life That You Still Look 
Back At With Happiness?” 

1) SmallTownMortician wrote: 

“Years ago, I moved in with a roommate and the house came 
with an elderly cat. She was super gross, she shed like crazy, 
drooled anytime you got close to touching her and had these 
awful scabby ulcers on her eyes that we just never could get 
control over. She was terrified of everything and vomited on 
the floor at least once a week due to anxiety. 

“One day shortly after moving in, I came home from a 
particularly bad day at work. I got in the door and almost 

 
72 Source: badlivingsituation, “What are some of your best girls’ night 
sleepover stories ?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/orvt9j/what_are_some
_of_your_best_girls_night_sleepover/ >. 
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immediately sunk to the floor and started to sob. Like, full-
on wailing, snot-running-down-my-face sobbing. 

“This precious, beautiful animal crawled into my lap and let 
me cling to her like a teddy bear while I cried my eyes out. 
When I was finished, I opened my eyes to see this poor cat, 
looking up at me. She was soaked, the fur on top of her head 
and down her face was nearly saturated with tears and snot. 
All she did was look up at me and purr, then nestle herself 
further into my lap. 

“I have never felt more affection for an animal than I did in 
that moment.” 

Aromatic-Ad-4284 commented, “Cats are amazing. I’d take 
Crazy Cat Lady over Unhappily Not Single any day. I was 
taking an afternoon nap one day, and I woke up with my cat 
right next to me napping in the same position except we were 
facing each other. Most serene moment I’ve ever had. It was 
as if time had stopped for just one moment.” 

2) jaimeh77 wrote, “When I was pregnant, 8.5 months, the 
fluid around my daughter reduced significantly and she 
stopped moving. I was taken into hospital and induced, I felt 
nothing but the minor contractions caused her huge stress. I 
was rushed in for an emergency caesarean and the most 
beautiful sound I’ve ever heard was the sound of her cry. So 
powerful and alive for such a tiny girl, she was only two 
pounds, 10 ounces, but she was perfectly fine: no incubator 
needed. no special care. She turned 18 two weeks ago and 
she’s still perfect. The rush of relief, euphoria, and pure 
unconditional love in that moment was the best feeling 
ever.” 

3) Fan-This wrote, “The feeling of freedom and 
independence that came with my early twenties.” 

4) Nervous-Quote9801 wrote, “I just visited Seattle, 
Washington, on a solo trip a couple weeks ago. A feeling I’ll 
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never forget was seeing Mount Rainier for the first time up 
close. It was such a beautiful and immersive experience that 
whenever I think about it, it brings me back to such a happy 
place and it makes everything else feel okay.” 

5) Dylan_dumbest wrote: 

“Getting my childhood dog, graduating college, when my 
husband proposed, marrying my husband, becoming first-
time homeowners together, hearing our baby’s first 
heartbeat, and getting our rescue dog 15 days ago! 

“Wow, I’m a basic-ass middle-class American. I hope other 
people have more interesting ones.” 

ex_ceatulo commented, “To be honest, those are beautiful 
achievements and milestones. Might be basic sure, but I 
definitely hope to have some of those moments in my future, 
too. :)” 

6) srslyeffedmind wrote, “It was a rainy day and there was a 
pause in the rain showers. I was sitting at a red light and a 
mom and her child exit a bus. Their connecting bus was 
pulling through the intersection and the lights were against 
them for timely crossing. The child was also moving a bit at 
their own pace (not quickly!). The sun pierced the clouds and 
illuminated the intersection just as the mom got the light to 
cross and she started running while encouraging her child to 
move faster in the most beautiful and positive way. The 
smile on both of their faces and the way the sun was hitting 
the space was one of the most beautiful moments of normal 
human life I’ve ever seen (and they made their bus, too!).” 

7) yesoryes wrote, “The time my sister and I were in Disney 
World and waiting in line for Splash Mountain. I started 
jiggling the chain that they used to separate people into lines. 
I said to my sister, ‘Guess who I am. Every kid in Disney.’ 
And the entire section of adults in line starting laughing. I 
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must have been maybe 13. There’s no better mood burst for 
me than making a bunch of strangers laugh.” 

8) Hefty_Blueberry_9448 wrote: 

“My family really isn’t into showing affection. We all love 
each other a lot but very rarely do we say it out loud or give 
hugs, etc. Now that we are older, the thought of showing 
affection to my parents through words just makes me cringe. 
Haha. 

“Many, many years ago, I remember I visited my then six-
year-old brother after being away from him for a month or 
so. As soon as I opened the door, this kid left everything he 
was doing and came running to give me the biggest hug. This 
is one of my favorite memories ever. It means so much to 
me especially since he is now in college and doesn’t have the 
time to catch up with me.”73 

74. “People Who Cater To The Super Rich, What Things 
Have You Seen?” 

1) aticho wrote, “A woman who owned a small private jet 
business told me one time someone paid them to fly their 
dog (by itself) to NY for about $45,000 for some training. 
No other passengers.” 

2) rayrayrayray wrote: 

“Was invited to a Christmas Dinner while I lived in Seoul by 
an extremely wealthy Korean family. Very nice family, but 
I think in hindsight they wanted to show their friends that 
they had foreign friends like me. Wife had everything 

 
73 Source: cypherdeciphered, “What are the most beautiful feelings that 
you have experienced in your life that you still look back with 
happiness?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ospxz5/what_are_the
_most_beautiful_feelings_that_you/ >. 
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catered and the home professionally decorated — it felt like 
we were in a department store. Multiple Christmas trees, a 
working train set, staff handing out appetizers on plates, etc. 
It looked like she studied Christmas movies from the USA 
and copied everything. 

“Dinner is served on a comically long table with two huge 
oven-roasted turkeys and all of the trimmings — they looked 
perfect. I was later told that Koreans don’t like turkey and 
they were just for decoration — they would be thrown out 
later. We ate Korean food. The family said I could take a 
turkey home and that the caterer would drop it off with 
anything else I wanted.” 

3) undefine_protocol wrote: 

“My great uncle was VERY well off. 

“He did not have a guest house. It was a guest mansion. 
Separate from his mansion. In case his kids dropped by. This 
does not include the Olympic-sized indoor pool. That was a 
separate building. 

“He bought a cannon. He used it to shoot the mountain 
behind his house. He shot brand-new special bowling balls 
out of it. They cost 100 bucks per ball.” 

Thoughtsonrock commented, “Sometimes you need to 
remind the mountains that we fight back.” 

4) luther_williams wrote: 

“When rich people want to buy a Jaguar in the UK, they get 
assigned a special salesperson who is incredibly 
knowledgeable, they meet in a special fancy office, and 
special arrangements can be made. This was my friend 
Chris’ job; he had access to things that a normal Jaguar 
salesperson wouldn’t have. Like he could ring up the 
manager of the factory for special-requests level of access. 
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“Well, a Saudi Prince wanted to buy this new Jaguar that had 
been released, so they met up and spent a full day specing 
the Jaguar out. I believe the final price was something like 
125k for the vehicle. 

“Then came the decision for color; at the time the factory 
had 16 different color choices for this model. The Prince 
asked if he could sleep on it as it was getting late and almost 
time for dinner / prayer my friend Chris says of course and 
they set a time to meet the new morning. 

“The next morning the Saudi price is like ‘I figured out an 
acceptable solution to my color dilemma,’ to which Chris 
goes, ‘And what would that be?’ The Saudi Prince goes, ‘I’ll 
order one of each color.’ 

“And my friend Chris is like, ‘Oh, well, of course.’ They 
quote delivery time, Saudi prince was fine and asked for his 
options and was presented with ocean travel options to 
which the Prince asked, ‘What about air cargo?’ Chris 
thinking maybe they’d do one or two by air cargo and the 
rest by boat, the Prince was like ‘No, I want all 16 vehicles 
loaded on a plane and flown to Saudi Arabia.’ 

“So that’s the story on how 16 of the same Jaguar with 
different colors all ended up being flown to Saudi Arabia; 
the total cost was around £2.5 million.” 

5) Doppar wrote: 

“I live near a company that builds yachts. One day there was 
an odd-looking yacht. A crew member explained to me that 
it was a ‘shadow-yacht.’ 

“You see, when you get hyper rich and have multiple yachts, 
you wouldn’t want to ruin the aesthetic of your nice yachts 
with jet skis and helicopters. Nor would you want your crew 
to sleep on the nice yacht. So you buy a shadow yacht to 
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store your toys and to house your crew. This shadow yacht 
follows your fleet of nice yachts around.” 

Note by David Bruce: Check out Brandon Presser’s “Wild 
Superyacht Secrets I Learned When I Became a Deckhand: 
From cannabis buffets to choppering in caviar, posh charter 
life can be a rough ride for the crew.” 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2021-07-
22/superyacht-staff-secrets-from-cannabis-buffets-to-
caviar-sex-and-drugs 

6) tobias269 wrote: 

“Have been working for the super-rich for some time. 

“Craziest thing I’ve seen — brand-new 90-metre 
multimillion pound (GBP) yacht was built in Netherlands. 
Maiden voyage to Antibes in France. Owner came onboard 
and left after a few hours. Next week we get sent to Genoa, 
Italy, where all the bathrooms onboard were ripped out and 
upgraded. 

“That doesn’t sound like a big deal, but I’m talking about 
brand-new marble sinks, showers, floors and lobbies all 
crowbarred out chucked in skips. Tonnes of brand-new 
polished marble binned. 

“New marble colours and patterns arrived in the weeks 
following. 

“There’s feed-me money, there’s fuck-you money and 
there’s-it’s-not-even-a-thought money.’” 

7) Lazyassbummer wrote: 

“I became personal friends with my boss and his wife: super-
nice people. The wife turned out to be an heiress and would 
buy me whatever I mentioned, like in passing during a 
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conversation. I learned gifts were how she was raised to 
show love. 

“I’ve trained myself to talk only about things I already own, 
unless I find something useful she might like and suggest it 
for her.” 

8) skell15 wrote, “I’m a driving instructor and one group 
rented the track to drive their supercars for the day. At the 
end of the day, they all partnered up and got into the cars to 
leave. After they were gone, we realized that they had 
forgotten their Lamborghini Aventador at the track.” 

9) circleinsidecircle wrote: 

“I used to ‘work’ for an Arab billionaire’s son, a Daddy’s-
money guy, terrible garbage human being. 

“Once saw him spend $16 000 on a wallet; it was a fancy 
one with little gold spikes on it and stuff. He had shoes with 
gold on them. 

“I remember one year for his birthday he received like 30+ 
cakes, big fancy cakes, and he told us to leave them on the 
floor in the hallway outside his room. 

“We walked by those cakes every day for two weeks waiting 
for instruction; after the two weeks, we were told to throw 
them away.” 

10) CHromattix wrote, “One of my friend’s parents won a 
$50 million lottery. We used to work together in the few 
years we knew each other before that happened so they know 
of the struggle of spending most of your days working in 
food service to earn a few grand a month. Fortunately, they 
haven’t changed as a person, so I still like spending time with 
them. But it was hard to watch someone I used to be in the 
same boat with spend more money than I make in two 
months on a bag last time we went shopping. (Well, they 
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were shopping — I couldn’t afford the air in the places we 
visited.)” 

11) Saltyballs2020 wrote: 

“I worked at a resort and marina that dealt with high-end 
boats, from mega-yachts to brand-new cigarette boats. 

“Always assume the quiet dude with the stained shirt is the 
owner of the performance boat. Never expect tips from 
mega-yachts. 

“The most narcissistic guests were always surgeons. The 
angriest guests were lawyers. (No offense to attorneys, I am 
one.) The richest were in construction and commercial real 
estate. 

“The best tippers were guys entertaining their side pieces on 
their boats when you know their actual wives.” 

12) cholula_is_good wrote, “Some extremely wealthy 
people I have been around have a more acute sense of their 
own time and mortality, leading to impatience. Like they 
understand how awesome their lives are and therefore how 
short [in time] they feel. I knew a guy whose vintage yacht 
broke down before summer so he bought another one strictly 
for that upcoming summer. His reasoning was he likely had 
20 full-health summers left in his life and didn’t want to 
spend one of them without a boat, considering he had the 
means to. Honestly can’t argue with that logic.” 

13) waterloograd wrote, “Family friends were having marital 
issues. Their marriage counselor figured out a lot of their 
problems were over cooking meals. The counselor reminded 
them that they are rich and can just cater all their meals, and 
it would be cheaper than getting a divorce. They listened to 
the counselor and now are happily married again.” 

14) harpejjist wrote: 
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“Some kids have whole plans and strategies they practice to 
prevent being kidnapped or harmed by crazy stalkers. One 
kid I worked with was the kid of a big Hollywood player. 
And people would stalk the kid in an attempt to get to the 
parent. So this nutjob wielding a screenplay broke in and 
cornered the kid. Here I am thinking I am going to have to 
throw myself physically between them, but the kid dove into 
a nearby dog kennel and locked themselves in. He couldn’t 
get out, but the nutjob couldn’t get in either. So the nutjob 
just threw the screenplay at him into the kennel! Meanwhile, 
I had called the cops. I was so impressed by the kid’s quick 
thinking and asked how he got the idea. But he said that he 
always keeps an eye out for a way to escape. And when he 
sees someone he doesn’t know approach, he gets ready to 
run. 

“I felt awful that this kid had to live like that. If I hadn’t seen 
it happen myself, I would have thought it was just paranoia.” 

15) TexasFordTough wrote: 

“Old high school teacher of mine is an extremely successful 
private tutor and does a lot of work in the wealthy 
neighborhoods in the area. 

“He told us once he was tutoring a kid and helped him get 
prepared and pass his college-level physics class, and at the 
end of their last session the kid told him to wait there and 
went into his dad’s office and came out with his payment and 
an extra $1,000. My teacher tried to deny it, saying it was 
too much, but the kid said his dad asked him to give a tip.” 

16) somedude456 wrote: 

“A cousin works at — let’s just say a higher end, world-
wide-known hotel chain, and he works at one in a large US 
city. Couple years back, a random guy came up to him and 
asked him for a dinner suggestion and says price isn’t a 
concern. My cousin keeps up with what’s trendy in the city, 
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knows some owners and such, and gave the guy a 
suggestion.  

“Next day the guy asked for him by name, gave him $100 
and said dinner was amazing, ‘Now where should we eat 
tonight?’ Another suggestion and the next day, another $100. 
Only this time, his manager saw this goes down and then a 
few minutes later, ‘Do you know who that is?’ Nope. I won’t 
say the name, but let’s just say old money and probably in 
the 100’s of millions net worth. Cool story, huh?  

“Well, a couple months later my cousin went to work one 
day and was told this person would be calling at 6pm, and 
wanted to speak only to my cousin. The conversation was 
short, basically a ‘we’re in town next month for four nights, 
book the six of us four wonderful dinners, we trust your 
opinion.’ He was given an email for basically their family 
assistant, and to let that person know the plans. The family 
arrived, said hi to him as they checked in, and said they were 
looking forward to their dinners, and four days later upon 
checking out handed him $1,000 ‘for his wonderful local 
knowledge,’ or something like that.” 

17) bway_stan wrote, “Hired someone to take his credit card 
and create for him (and pay for) a whole fake and very 
expensive trip to Europe so he could go to Mexico with his 
mistress during that same time. Was in the middle of a 
divorce and he didn’t want any evidence of his affair 
affecting the proceedings, so he had someone create a whole 
alibi.” 

18) useroftheinternet999 wrote: 

“I am an art student working as a gardener. We work in one 
of the wealthiest areas in my country. Some customers are 
really eager to show me their collection of artworks that they 
have hanging on their walls once they find out that I study it. 
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“I remember one time standing in a bathroom, with my dirty 
gardening clothes and there was a Picasso above the toilet.”74 

75. “What Was Your Most Awkward Public Restroom 
Moment?” 

1) Popcornstand39 wrote: 

“I was a freshman in college. Went to use the library’s 
bathroom urinal the same time as another kid. Sleep deprived 
and on far too much caffeine, I meant to say, ‘You go first. 
I’ll wait.’ But I said, ‘You go first. I’ll watch.’ 

“Guy just stared at me horrified. I left the bathroom, the 
library, and the campus without pissing and just went home.” 

2) demonaardvark wrote: 

“I was at a gay club downtown with some friends. It was the 
only place that was clean and didn’t look like you would get 
mugged or drugged. I had a rough day, so I was hammering 
drinks a bit too hard. I had a beer in each hand and pre-paid 
the bartender a handsome sum to keep me from seeing the 
bottom of the glasses. So, needless to say an hour or two in 
I was incredibly drunk and I had a deep and dire need to pee. 

“So, I made my way to the men’s restroom. Now, there really 
weren’t too many other clubs so a lot of people would 
regularly go to this one. You ended up with a lot of frat boys 
or old backward farm boys who were afraid of the gays. 
Ended up stumbling into the restroom with a beer in each 
hand and ended up next to a urinal with one of said farm 
boys. My liquor-soaked brain ran into a problem. How can I 

 
74 Source: NeighborhoodTrolley, “People who cater to the super rich; 
What things have you seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ot0pdk/people_who_ca
ter_to_the_super_rich_what_things/ > 
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unzip with a beer in each hand? I didn’t want to sit my beers 
down on the urinal, so I got an idea. 

“I turned my head to speak with farm boy. Had I stuck out 
my tongue I could have tasted his ear. I slurred in drunken 
gurgle, ‘Hey, buddy, will you hold this for me?’ Dude 
jumped about ten feet and fell over. He screeched, stumbled 
to his feet, and ran out of the restroom. I waddled after him 
going, ‘What did I say?’ and belching loudly. There was a 
restroom attendant working there who witnessed the whole 
thing and was roaring with laughter. He offered to stand next 
to me and hold my beers in my sight while I peed. 

“It was a funny story for me later and a potentially 
traumatizing moment for farm boy.” 

3) BritBikesAreBetter wrote: 

“Not exactly awkward for me as I was doing what I had to 
do but I made one guy feel awkward. 

“Quick turnaround road trip to the beach (18-20 hours pretty 
much non-stop). Stomach started talking and had to stop at a 
rest area to shit. Got to the stall and sat down and in comes 
some dude wearing sandals who takes the stall right next to 
me and spreads his feet out to where his foot is practically in 
my stall. I proceed to have to most violent-sounding dump 
of my life. Echoing off the walls like a symphony hall. I 
mean if I had heard someone sound like this, I would have 
been concerned. Then I notice the foot slowly disappear back 
to the other stall as I have made this man reconsider 
territorial expansion. Go to wash my hands and the dude 
opens up the stall (standing, not still shitting) and looks out 
to see who committed this war crime. Sees me and 
immediately shuts the stall door and locks it. 
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“Now I’m not intimidating by any means, but I’m guessing 
I’d scared the guy enough with my rectal revolver action to 
keep him in there until I’d left. Lol.”75**** 

76. “Lawyers Of Reddit, What Are Some Of The 
Funniest Cases You Have Ever Done?” 

1) ProtobAjax wrote: 

“My brother was on a jury back in the days of MySpace. A 
woman had been hit by a big rig during foggy weather. She 
was suing for a back injury. The last day of the trial they ask 
her if she has a MySpace account and brought up her site for 
the jury to see. (I think all profiles were open then.) There’s 
a picture of her dancing on the hood of a car and right next 
to it is a text exchange of her saying that she shouldn’t go 
out too much because her lawyer says that she has to look 
injured. 

“Needless to say, she lost that case.” 

2) AichmoEzot wrote, “A short one. The judge recused 
himself from a criminal case, publicly stating that he knew 
the defendant and he was a son of a bitch and guilty as hell.” 

3) Levewing9854 wrote: 

“Lawyer was verbally running through the evidence against 
the guy he was defending, trying to claim there wasn’t 
enough to even call a trial. 

“All totally fine, except he said, ‘I believe a more seasoned 
judge wouldn’t have let this trial move forward.’ Not 
knowing that the judge he’s speaking to gave the okay to 

 
75 Source: regular_sandworm, “What was your most awkward public 
restroom moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ote2r8/what_was_your
_most_awkward_public_restroom_moment/ >. 
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move the trial to this court. He was immediately given a hard 
‘motion denied.’” 

4) Imalawyerkid wrote: 

“I defend doctors and hospitals that get sued by patients, so 
it’s not uncommon to get surveillance on them to see if their 
injuries are legit. I’ve seen people who claim they can’t use 
their arm driving cars. People who claim they can’t walk 
playing basketball. 

“I have two favorite surveillance videos. One was a guy 
claiming paralysis. We had him walking his dog and he had 
a cane, but he wasn’t really using it. That is, until his dog 
took a crap and he used the cane to push the poop under his 
neighbor’s fence. The shot really tightened in on what he 
was doing and then got his big smile and laugh when he was 
done. I got the impression this was not the first time he had 
done it. I laughed, too. 

“The best video was the cheating housewife. I don’t even 
remember what her claim was, but she was the injured party 
and her husband has a derivative claim. The surveillance got 
her at a bar at night, smoking outside with a guy definitely 
not her husband, and then the back of her head bobbing up 
and down through the back window of his pickup truck as 
she orally serviced him.” 

5) EmphytEdac wrote: 

“I once attended oral arguments for US Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit. It’s pretty much the big time. 

“I watched a lawyer argue that his client received what’s 
known as ‘ineffective assistance of counsel’ at the trial from 
which she was appealing. 

“The attorney, however, was not doing a very good job 
during oral arguments. So, at one point one of the judges on 
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the panel leans forward and asks him, ‘Counselor, are you 
currently providing ineffective assistance of counsel?’” 

6) JadedWoodnymph wrote: 

“Not the attorney, but on the jury of a case. Lady’s vehicle 
was struck by another car, causing her injuries. Her (long-
suffering) husband had to give her total care for several 
months. 

“She sued for a million dollars. The jury gave her $5,000 
(insurance covered all the medical, etc.), and gave her poor 
husband $45,000 for having to put up with her.” 

7) furadvi wrote: 

“I was in the courtroom when this guy in Texas was 
sentenced to sleep outdoors in a doghouse for 30 nights, as a 
punishment for allegedly forcing his son to sleep in the 
doghouse. 

“Search ‘sleep in doghouse punishment’ and I’m sure it’ll 
pop up. 

“I was surprised how common these ‘unusual’ sentences are. 
As long as the defendant agrees to them (to avoid prison), 
there’s no appeal to answer the Eighth Amendment 
question.” 

Note by David Bruce: This is the Eighth Amendment: 
“Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.” 

weriup commented: 

“If I recall correctly, he wasn’t even allowed to go inside at 
night to use the bathroom. Sounds harsh, but then he could 
stay inside all night and just say, ‘I was just using the 
bathroom,’ if the cops showed up in their nightly patrol. 
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“It was made clear to him that if he was found outside of the 
doghouse for any reason he’d be going to prison. 

“Also, it was a tiny, used, nasty-ass doghouse. 

“He’d get heckled a lot, too, since it was in the front yard, 
from the articles I just found on it. I doubt he slept at all. 
Lol.” 

8) xLiquidx wrote: 

“I had a friend who wanted to buy a house but couldn’t 
qualify for a loan. So he asked me to draft a rent-to-own 
agreement because he said the seller was willing. I advised 
him not to because those rarely work out. 

“Buyer and seller sign the agreement. I had a feeling seller 
would pull some shit so I recorded the agreement on the land 
records in case they tried to sell the property out from under 
my clients. 

“Fast forward a year or two and buyer and seller hate each 
other. Something went wrong in the house and buyer asked 
seller to check his insurance to see if it was covered. Seller 
gave a quick ‘no.’ Buyer asked to see a copy of the policy, 
and after some back and forth seller confessed there was no 
insurance on the property. That was one of seller’s few 
obligations under the rent to own agreement. Turns out the 
property was uninsurable due to a number of defects and 
seller never disclosed it. So buyer wants out and wants to get 
some money back that went toward the purchase of the 
house. Seller counter sued for unpaid rents, damage, etc. I 
represented buyer at small claims court and we got a 
judgment for several thousand dollars. Seller was a real 
asshole during this whole process. We were able to learn that 
she contacted multiple insurance companies way back in the 
beginning and they all told her the same thing. Yet she never 
bothered to disclose that to my clients, who were busy 
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making improvements in the house to make it their forever 
home. 

“I told my clients not to waste their time pursuing the 
judgment. The sellers had no assets other than the shitty rent-
to-own property and their own shitty property right around 
the corner. I said be happy you don’t owe them anything. 

“Fast forward another year or two. Sellers are now trying to 
sell the house outright and during the new buyer’s title 
search they discover the rent-to-own agreement. Seller’s 
attorney calls me in a panic saying they have settlement 
coming up soon and want to know what it will take to get my 
clients to sign a release to remove the agreement from the 
records. I told her it would take paying the judgment in full. 
She agreed, and said they’d pay my clients from the proceeds 
of the sale. 

“After I hung up, I laughed my ass off. I got to call my clients 
out of the blue and tell them I have several thousand dollars 
coming to them. They asked why. I explained that the ~$75 
I made them pay years ago to record the agreement finally 
paid off — how it came up in a title search and seller could 
not sell the house without getting the agreement removed so 
we had them bent over a barrel. They laughed their asses off, 
too. They were extremely grateful that I had the foresight to 
do that and that it came back to bite seller in the ass years 
later. I still smile when I think about that case. 

“Revenge is a dish best served cold.” 

9) weriup wrote: 

“Spoiled rich girl got sentenced to community service 
cleaning pig barns and chicken coops. After a couple days of 
it, she tried to argue that the stench was making her feel sick 
and she should at least be allowed a noseplug or gas mask or 
something. 
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“Judge said nope. Punishment is allowed to stink.”76 

77. “What Is The Kindest Thing You Have Witnessed A 
Human Do To Another Human?” 

1) Back2Bach wrote: 

“On a snowy winter weekday, the pastor of a downtown 
church unlocked the front doors to see if the steps and 
walkway to the main entrance needed to be shoveled. 

“There he saw a destitute man sitting on the steps, without a 
winter coat or hat, shivering as he was wrapped in a torn 
blanket. 

“The pastor went back inside to the church’s thrift shop, 
found a hat, coat, and gloves and brought them to the man, 
along with gift cards to a nearby restaurant so he could get 
something hot to eat and drink.” 

2) obert-wan-kenobert wrote: 

“In high school Spanish class, we had an assignment to do 
an interview with one of the teachers at the school who spoke 
Spanish. I was assigned this art teacher, Ms. Gonzalez, 
whom I had never met or spoken to before. 

“My long-term girlfriend had just broken up with me at the 
time, and I was an emotional wreck—but I had just been 
keeping it bottled up inside, and I hadn’t talked to anyone 
about it. 

“When I went to interview Ms. Gonzalez, there was 
something so warm and personal and understanding about 

 
76 Source: epicnessBoi, “Lawyers of Reddit, what are some of the 
funniest cases you have ever done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/otox5d/lawyers_of_red
dit_what_are_some_of_the_funniest/ >. 
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her that I started to break down and cry. We didn’t even do 
the interview, and this lady spent the whole period 
comforting this random sixteen-year-old kid who had just 
got dumped for the first time, even though she had never met 
me before. It was just such a kind thing to do. I still tear up 
a little when I think about it now. 

“After that, we became friends and I would go visit her 
during lunch sometimes. We even had a little writing group 
where we’d read each other stories we’d written. 

“She just retired this summer, ten years later! I’m sure I 
wasn’t the only kid she had a big, lasting impact on.” 

3) EdwardCutlen wrote, “I was selling my bike when I was 
a teen for $30. Got a hit and set up a location. Ended up being 
greeted by two kids on a single bike (one on the pegs) and 
the kid with the bike bought his friend my bike so they could 
ride together.” 

4) Kick_Neye wrote, “This story isn’t the kindest thing I’ve 
seen someone do, but it has to be one of the most memorable. 
One day on my way home from high school, I noticed a girl 
crying on the driveway of a house halfway down my street. 
Since I was still pretty young and I wanted to get home, I 
decided to walk past her and continue walking home. After 
I passed the girl and was nearly at the end of my street where 
my house was, I looked back down the street and saw a little 
boy, probably around six or seven, handing the girl who was 
crying a bunch of dandelions. The gift got her to smile, 
which probably made her feel at least a little bit better.” 

5) moinatx wrote, “During a time of financial struggle for 
my family, an anonymous parent paid travel and registration 
expenses for my son to be able to go on to a class trip a lot 
of his friends taking. We never knew who did that, but it 
meant everything that our kid didn’t have to miss out 
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because our business failed. He’d already had to move 
houses and cut out a lot of extra-curriculars because of it.” 

6) Comfortable_Bee2086 wrote, “I was at the steps of the 
Philadelphia Art Museum (in the movie Rocky) on a chilly 
December evening. A group of people in their late teens or 
early 20s picked up one member of the group in his 
wheelchair and brought him up to the top of the steps. Then 
they all cheered. Man, that guy has some awesome friends.” 

7) pshwsh wrote, “Not to another human but just down the 
road from my house there was a dead fox on the side of the 
road. A little girl, probably about seven, had collected stones 
and placed them in a heart by its feet with some daisies and 
dandelions in the middle of it. Choked me up so bad!”77 

78. “People Who Used To Read Virtually Nothing At All, 
How Did You Become A Better / Regular Reader?” 

1) swallowyoursouls wrote, “Reading about what I’m 
interested in.” 

2) fallen_borden wrote, “Bribery, sheer bribery, and then a 
dash of escapism. This was when I was very young. I’d read 
more if I got $1 per book, re-reads included.” 

3) Niarkolombus wrote, “I started to read in order to improve 
my sleep. It’s hard to sleep when your head is filled with 
thoughts and debates from Reddit and when your brain is 
kept awake due to the light of the cellphone. Reading on the 
other hand is more relaxing. So I forced myself to read 
comics and some novels before going to sleep. After reading 

 
77 Source: Korabi2004, “What is the kindest thing you have witnessed a 
human do to another human?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/otv5t9/what_is_the_kin
dest_thing_you_have_witnessed_a/ >. 
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a big novel trilogy, I was like, ‘Okay, that was nice, after all. 
Maybe I should give a try to other books!’” 

4) chicken-wet wrote: 

“I don’t read books. But I will read news articles or anything 
real time. 

“I couldn’t get into books, personally I’ve never finished a 
book in my life. I just I don’t have that attention span, just 
stare at a page for more than like two minutes because my 
brain just goes, Oh, let’s look over here and over there. Lol. 

“I remember when I was in school and they would always 
try to get us to read books and reflect on them. I read 
constantly, though, just news. I like that it’s based off of our 
real world.” 

5) hypo-osmotic wrote: 

“I started camping regularly, so I regularly read while I’m 
camping. I still don’t choose a book when I have the option 
of TV and video games, at home. 

“Also, this might sound stupid, but I realized that there’s 
adventure novels that are written for adults. I had stopped 
reading as a teen because I was getting tired of YA [Young 
Adult] novels, but the only adult books I was familiar with 
were the *~*literature*~* that we had to read for school, so 
for a while there I thought adult books were boring.” 

6) Therearenogoodname9 wrote, “I started by leaving a book 
on the back of the toilet. Every time I would go to the 
bathroom during the course of a day, I would sit down and 
read at least two pages. This gradually shifted to taking the 
book out of the bathroom and spending a dedicated amount 
of time just reading.” 

7) DifficultMinute wrote: 
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“I read a million books to get my bachelor’s degree and 
MBA, and it really soured me on reading. I can’t even pick 
up a book anymore without glossing over and skimming. It’s 
basically ruined reading for me. 

“So I found another medium. Graphic novels, comic books, 
and manga. 

“I never really read them as a kid, so I bought some of the 
top recommended ones from a local comic-book store 
(Sandman preludes and nocturnes, Planet Hulk, Game of 
Thrones, V for Vendetta, Mephisto: Speak of the Devil, some 
random Judge Dredd, Goblin Slayer, One Punch Man, Fire 
Power, and I just walked around and picked up 10-15 
random comic books). 

“I’ve found that it’s becoming much easier to read again, to 
actually pay attention to the words again, and enjoy reading 
again. I recently bought the first The Witcher book also, and 
it seems to have worked, as I’m actually enjoying reading 
through it. The first ‘real’ book that I’ve read in 10+ years 
that I didn’t get bored and put down within a couple days.” 

8) PuzzledSwitch wrote, “I bought an eBook reader; it would 
be a waste not to use it.” 

9) devatrox wrote: 

“Made it extra easy by getting an eBook reader. 

“Dedicated a time where I would read, which is during lunch 
and in bed if I’m not yet tired. 

“If the book is good, I will read at other times as well.” 

10) Chtorrr wrote: 

“If anyone would like some reading material here are some 
free eBooks. :) 
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“These lists are from Project Gutenberg, which is a great 
source for free eBooks in the public domain on a wide 
variety of topics.  

“If you want other stuff, check out r/FreeEBOOKS :) 

250+ books by or about US Presidents 

300 science fictions short stories 

200 more science fiction short stories 

50 free books on etiquette 

115 free fairy tale books 

100 free mythology books 

250 free kids and YA books 

200 free sci-fi books 

100 free classics 

100 free Christmas ebooks 

100 free poetry ebooks 

100 free history ebooks 

100 free memoirs and autobiographies 

50 free mysteries 

100 free books about pirates 

70 books about space and astronomy 

200 books about cooking and housekeeping 

50 historical books about childbirth and sexual health 

175 medical books 

50 free craft books 
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100 free gardening books 

Free assigned summer reading books 

60 free ebooks about adventure and exploration in the Arctic 
and at the South Pole 

100 free books of ghost stories 

100 more free mythology ebooks 

50 free horror books 

30 free Arthurian legends 

180 free Christmas ebooks 

100 free books of essays 

50 free ebooks about inventions and inventors 

100 unusual or very specific history books 

250 books by or about US presidents 

“Free audiobook collections from Librivox: 

50 free classic audiobooks 

50 more free classic audiobooks 

“Note by David Bruce: Reading is one of the best parts of 
life.  

“Check out my books, many of which are free: 

< https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb >”78 

 
78 Source: raisly_questions, “People who used to read virtually nothing 
at all, how did you become a better/regular reader?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
30 July 2021 < 
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79. “What Are Some Of Your Unique Survival Tactics 
That You Learned During Your Lifetime As A 
Woman?” 

1) RubyRedSunset wrote: 

“Always leave some hair with the root attached in an uber or 
someone else’s car. That’ll help the police link them to your 
disappearance, rape, or murder.  

“Make sure you can run and kick in whatever you’re wearing 
before you leave the house.  

“Make sure your mace is always easy to get to.  

“Keep a flat-head screwdriver in your purse or coat pocket. 
Some knives are illegal but screwdrivers aren’t. Knitting 
needles can also work as some can be sharp.  

“Never give a guy your number, always insist on getting his 
number so you can control when and if you message him.  

“If you’re careful and do it just right, you can hide money 
inside unopened pads (just don’t use that pad afterwards).  

“I have a friend who screamed, ‘I have AIDS,’ when a guy 
tried to attack her and he backed right off. Does she have it? 
Nope. But he didn’t know that for sure and apparently didn’t 
want to take the risk. The cops said that saying that probably 
saved her life.” 

intel_0 commented, “The last one is really good!” 

RubyRedSunset responded, “She thought of it only because 
she was playing Mimi in a community production of Rent 
and was on her way home from rehearsal.” 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oukdex/people_who_u
sed_to_read_virtually_nothing_at_all/ >. 
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fredrumpass commented, “Just to add. Practice how to get 
your implement fast at least 200 times. Motor memory will 
[help] save you if you somehow freeze when feeling 
threatened.” 

Embarrassed-Town-293 wrote, “I think they mean go 
through the motions of pulling out a defense tool. For 
instance, keep a screwdriver in a specific area of your purse 
and practice pulling it out. You might still freeze because it 
is one of the possible responses to a threat, but muscle 
memory about where the screwdriver is will speed up your 
response time.” 

2) nidena wrote: 

“Always trust your gut. 

“I’d rather be embarrassed because I did something than 
dead because I didn’t.” 

3) your_moms_apron wrote: 

“Project confidence. 

“I’m (physically) pathetic. I’m short, out of shape, etc., but I 
have learned to walk quickly and with purpose. This means 
most people will have to make themselves known to catch 
up to me and they usually just think I know where I’m going. 
You single yourself out as a target when you look lost, 
scared, and unsure. 

“Bonus is that it has helped me professionally in a ‘fake it 
until you make it’ sense.” 

4) -QuarterQueen- wrote, “Always get into the side of your 
car that has no cars near it. If a van is parked near the driver’s 
side, I’ll get into the passenger side and shuffle over. As 
others have said, always let someone know where you are 
and who you’re meeting. Most of all, how to diffuse a 
situation and get out of there.” 
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atlantis911 commented, “I did this once! Great tip. 
Windowless van parked by the driver seat. I got in on the 
passenger side instead (locked the doors immediately), and 
the van drove off.”79 

80. “Which Mistake Did You Make As A Teenager That 
Is Still Biting You In The Ass Until Now?” 

pugmypuffonacid wrote: 

“I told one of my friends I like a weird candy found only in 
her mom’s home country. I said this when we were thirteen, 
and everyone else said it tasted like feet. It does taste like 
feet, but she started to cry, so I said I liked it, and now her 
mom sends me a box of it every few months and I have to sit 
there pretending to enjoy the candy when I Skype my friend 
and thank her and her mom for the gift. 

“I have started rolling the candy in cinnamon before the 
video chats and that mostly hides the taste but it would really 
hurt a good friend of mine if I told her the truth even now so 
I eat a box of candy that tastes like feet sometimes to spare 
the feeling of a good friend.”80 

  

 
79 Source: Popular-Lead2098, “What are some of your unique survival 
tactics that you learned during your life time as a women?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 29 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/otx37z/what_are_som
e_of_your_unique_survival_tactics/ >. 
80 Source: zepher_goose, “Which mistake did you make as a teenager is 
still biting you in the ass until now?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 July 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oumt5g/which_mistake
_did_you_make_as_a_teenager_is_still/ >. 
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Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “Did Your Parents Reveal A Secret To You Once You 
Reached Adulthood? If So, What Was It?” 

1) CaimansGalore wrote, “My grandfather was a small 
business owner, who everyone always thought of as 
extremely frugal due to growing up poor. Later we found out 
he spent a significant amount of money on charitable causes 
and helped a lot of his employees with financial and in one 
case legal trouble. Positive secret, but it was definitely a 
secret.” 

2) Vehicle_Efficient wrote, “When I was a kid, I used to be 
friends with the next-door woman, who was about 20 years 
old. To me she was a best friend because she would read to 
me or play with me or take me to walks. One morning I woke 
up and her dad was at my house and gave me a painting she 
made, and then my parents told me my friend had to move 
to another city for work and she left me the painting to 
remember her. Sometime later we moved to another city but 
returned years after when my dad died. I found the dad and 
sister were living there still. There I learned the truth: My 
friend had died on a car accident back then, but they decided 
to lie to me because they didn’t want to hurt me.” 

3) Nsymeo wrote, “That secret was revealed to me not when 
I reached adulthood but when my father passed away. When 
I was a baby, I had a baby doll that I loved. I still have that 
doll now that I am 28 years old. One day, about a month after 
my father’s death, my mother told me that he had bought me 
three exactly-the-same baby dolls and when the one I was 
using had gotten damaged, he secretly replaced her with a 
new one. He kept that secret as a present for the day of my 
wedding, along with all the baby dolls I had used all those 
years. He didn’t make it to reveal it to me himself.” 

bigchillrob wrote: 
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“I have a couple of identical 1985 Gund Suds teddy bears 
from when I was a kid. Originally I had one, but when I was 
very little I dropped it at the mall and freaked out. We found 
it, but my parents got an identical one and hid it in the linen 
closet behind the towels juuuust in case. 

“They said when I was around three, they heard me making 
noise in the hall and then I excitedly ran into the room 
holding both bears over my head. 

“For Mother’s Day last year, I tracked down another 1985 
Suds that looked brand-new from a collector. I had it shipped 
to me before I forwarded it to her so I could include a family 
photo of the three bears together. I don’t think I’ll ever outdo 
that gift.” 

Safraninflare commented, “My parents did that with my 
youngest siblings’ favorite stuffed animals. Bought them in 
bulk. Had a whole drawer full of them to rotate out when one 
needed a washing or a spruce-up.” 

aehanken commented: 

“I have a similar story. I have a stuffed dog named Frank. 
He’s filled with those beads and I had a habit since I was 
young to roll the beads between my fingers because I liked 
the way it felt and it put me to sleep. Eventually he would 
get holes all over from rubbing the velour-like fabric so 
much. Arm nearly falling off, color is worn out from 
washing, you get the point. 

“When I was about 10, my mom said she would fix him. I 
cried when I didn’t have him for a few days. Finally got him 
back one day after school, which felt like years (was only 
like a week). He looked brand-new! I was so happy he was 
able to be fixed. 

“Turns out my mom put old Frank in a box and her friend’s 
kid (who’s the same age as me) also had one (they got the 



 226 

 

stuffed dogs together) never even played with him. She told 
me the truth when I was 17, and I cried from a mix of seeing 
old Frank all tattered and having new Frank just slightly less 
of a mess of string and fabric.” 

4) PinocchioWasFramed wrote: 

“My great-uncle (dad’s uncle) left me a large sum of money 
in trust that I was to receive at either age 25, graduated from 
college, or was honorably discharged from military service 
(he retired from military), whichever came first. I had no 
idea and I’m glad I didn’t. I joined the military right out of 
high school and when I had my DD-214 in hand, my parents 
took me to a lawyer who laid it all out. Wow. Because of the 
enhanced GI Bill, I didn’t have to touch a cent of it for 
tuition. I did use it to buy a house, though. 

“I miss my great-uncle as much for his wisdom as his 
company.”81 

82. “What’s Your Most Recent Random Act Of 
Kindness?” 

1) MilkShaykeVA wrote, “Gave a teddy bear to a little girl I 
saw sitting in the waiting room of my local sexual assault 
therapy building. I brought it for my own comfort, but the 
girl needed it more. Gave it to her and told her it gets better. 
Now I see her every Monday just about and she tells me how 
she and Mr. Fluffy Grey are doing. Makes me smile.” 

2) Lady_of_Lomond wrote: 

 
81 Source: skadarski, “Did your parents reveal a secret to you once you 
reached adulthood? If so, what was it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 July 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ouihn6/did_your_paren
ts_reveal_a_secret_to_you_once_you/ >. 
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“I just ordered Helen Thorn’s new book Get Divorced, Be 
Happy as a surprise present for a friend of mine. 

“It’s weird: I used to work with Helen before she went back 
to being a comedienne, and now she’s gotten divorced and 
written a book about it. At the same time, another friend and 
former colleague of mine has had her marriage break down 
in almost exactly the same way. So I ordered it for her today. 
It won’t arrive till the middle of next week. Hope she finds 
it helpful.” 

3) sandal-boi wrote: 

“I was at the fair with my family, and in a fun house with my 
little brother. To get out of the fun house, you had to go down 
a pretty steep, twisty slide. 

“When we got to the slide, there was a little girl who had to 
be no more than two who was sobbing and just was so afraid 
and clutching the railings near the slide for dear life. 

I grabbed her, put her on my lap (made sure she understood 
that I would hold her and get her down safely. Lol. I didn’t 
just snatch her) and took her down. She had a big smile on 
her face by the time we got off! Felt good.”82 

83. Make-A-Wish Employees, What Was The Strangest 
Thing A Make-A-Wish Kid Asked For And Actually 
Received? 

1) ugjugh wrote: 

 
82 Source: zooneighbor, “What’s your most recent random act of 
kindness?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/oukdtx/whats_your_
most_recent_random_act_of_kindness/ >. 
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“My friend’s an aquarist and she told me about one 17-year-
old cancer patient who had a wish to smell a sea lion’s breath 
before he died. 

“He had read it was the worst thing ever and was just curious 
to experience it for some reason. Plus he liked sea lions, I 
guess. 

“She was of course pretty shocked by the request and said, 
‘Are you sure? I promise you really, really don’t want to 
smell it. I always make sure to hold my breath if I’m getting 
that close,’ but he insisted and it was arranged. 

“He puked and didn’t enjoy it very much.” 

LightOtter wrote, “As someone who has been kissed on the 
cheek by a sea lion, I don’t regret the kiss. But hooo boy was 
it rank. I smelled like dead and decaying fish the rest of the 
day. (Yes, I did wash my face … didn’t matter. That pew 
was determined to hang around.)” 

LightOtter added: 

“I work at a zoo, but not with animals. Otters just happen to 
be my favorite animal (another stinky animal, though). 

“I was taking an animal-training class … to teach me how to 
train animals. Our sea lions used to kiss people on the cheek 
as part of a Wild Encounter. The decision was made to get 
rid of that part of the encounter. So they needed someone to 
sit there while the trainers reinforced, ‘I know we asked you 
to kiss people before, but we aren’t doing that anymore. 
Don’t kiss.’ 

“I was sitting side by side with someone else, about three 
feet from them. Xander was between us. Xander waved his 
head back and forth, deciding who to kiss. Next thing I knew, 
he had his nose targeted on my cheek.” 

LightOtter also added: 
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“Honestly, I have no idea about complaints or the decision 
to keep or remove the kiss. I’m not privy to that sort of info. 

“The kiss was one of my favorite memories from that class, 
though.” 

akshiyo4 commented: 

“Yikes. I want to be a zookeeper after college, and I read that 
one of the biggest reasons people can’t handle the job is that 
they can’t stomach the grossness … which makes me kinda 
nervous. 

“Can it be THAT bad? Worse than an animal shelter or 
horse barn?” 

hrafnkat commented: 

“I volunteered at a zoo as a teenager, and yes, the stench 
lingers. Wear shoes and trousers that you don’t need to use 
anywhere else, and if you’re driving, maybe invest in some 
seat-covers … I always had some space around me on the 
public bus, once people figured out where the smell was 
coming from. Does wonders for an adolescent’s self-esteem! 

“Some animals have shit that is too liquid to scoop, so you 
have to use a hose — which just creates a mist of shit-tainted 
water in all directions. Don’t get me started on the monkey-
houses, not only do they smell bad themselves, but they 
usually have excellent aim when flinging crap. 

“Oh, and this is unrelated to their odour, but don’t go near a 
hippo’s mouth if you can help it. They will try to eat your 
arm along with the bunch of bananas that you’re trying to 
feed them. 

“Still, it’s a rewarding job, all in all, and I don’t regret it.” 

LightOtter commented: 
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“Keep your uniforms and personal clothes separate. Don’t 
wear your work shoes into your house. If you have pets, 
prepare to be mobbed when you get home. 

“Some animals will get into your pores. It’ll take all 
weekend to remove the scent of fox urine. 

“Never stand behind a rhino. They pee backward and some 
have fairly good aim with a willingness to use it …  

“Honestly … I’m not trying to dissuade you from trying for 
a keeper position. However, you should know the realities of 
it before you start. Keepers who retire from this job are rare 
because the work is hard on your body and the pay is … next 
to nothing for a college degree. Or you start out with an 
unpaid internship and use that as on-the-job training. Jobs 
are also difficult to get because there are several hundred 
applications for every position.” 

2) oliver-george wrote: 

“I got a wish when I was eight. Was a massive wrestling fan 
at the time and used to watch it when I was in hospital as 
they had Foxtel (Australian cable). Anyway so I wished for 
Foxtel to watch wrestling. 

“It took a few months, but eventually it got granted — free 
Foxtel with all channels + ppvs until I turned 16 plus the 
biggest TV on the market back then. 

“They forgot to ever turn off the free Foxtel — I’m now 30.” 

3) jthekoker wrote, “I was a middle school assistant 
principal, had a kid ask me from 6th to 8th grade to ring the 
fire alarm for our fire drills. I let him do it his 8th-grade year. 
It made his day, and he gave me a gift card to his uncle’s 
pizza place as a thank you. Was awesome seeing his face … 
should have done it sooner.” 
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Note by David Bruce: This is not a Make-A-Wish story, but 
it is a good story. 

4) designgoddess wrote, “Friend’s son want a spider 
costume. Not a Spider-Man costume. Spider. It was the day 
before Halloween. A volunteer stayed up all night and made 
him the costume.” 

MineAssassin commented, “That volunteer is a legend.” 

5) ilonzo wrote, “Most surprising one to me was the Make A 
Wish kid that got to go on Howard Stern live on air. Howard 
asked the Make-A-Wish rep what was the wildest request 
and she replied, ‘Uhh, I think were in the middle of one, right 
here.’ Haha. Pretty dope move by Make-a-Wish.” 

stillragin commented, “For end-of-life care, people tend to 
do anything. That hospice mantra is really about that last 
stage of human development whenever it happens. My mom 
took a dying woman down a ski slope because … she wanted 
to go skiing. They have cool support teams and equipment 
for it and everything. Nothing like an old dying woman with 
the BIGGEST smile going down the slopes with two strong 
young men on either side of her. I do love this Howard Stern 
story. Lol.” 

6) crownofthepoor wrote, “My ex-girlfriend was a Make-A-
Wish kid and she got to be a guest on Avatar: The Last Air 
Bender. She was in the ‘Tales Of Ba Sing Se.’ At the end of 
the ‘Tale of Aang,’ she’s the kid who sees her cat in the zoo 
and says, ‘Fluffykins, what’re you doing down there?’” 

Genra1_Ki11er commented, “This could be complete 
bullshit or completely true. I’m not going to bother to find 
out.” 

WUMW commented: 
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“I spent about 10 minutes on the Avatar wiki and got stuck 
down a rabbit hole discussing why a page for Fluffykins 
even exists in the first place. If you look at the episode in 
question, all of the voice actors listed here have at least 
somewhat of an IMDb page barring one individual, whose 
only voice credit to date is this episode. 

“One of the comments on the wiki suggests that this is the 
voice actor for the girl, and since /u/crownofthepoor‘s 
comment is so specific, I’m gonna say this one is true.” 

crownofthepoor added, “Also to add to this her wish wasn’t 
actually to be on the show, but to go to Orlando studios to 
meet the cast and crew. While she was there, the show’s 
creators offered to draw her into the show and gave her a line 
to say. So the character she voiced was even drawn to look 
like her, even the hat she wears was similar to the one she 
wore at the time.” 

7) daleksarecoming wrote: 

“I used to be a wish granter and one kid wished for his 
parents to become citizens (they were illegal and it was a 
constant source of anxiety for the kid that they could be 
deported). Unfortunately, despite the name, Make-A-Wish 
can’t grant everything and they did try (got a lawyer and 
everything), but it wasn’t possible. 

“More than 50% of wishes are Disney, though! 

“Edit: Being a wish granter is a volunteer job and I highly 
recommend it for anyone looking for a volunteer role! You 
get to ask the child their wish and you organise the going-
away / wish party! 

“Edit: You guys have latched onto the going-away party! 
One, it’s a common misconception, but most Wish Kids 
don’t die. See my below comment. Two, they get a send-off 
party! Word it however you want, haha, but it’s a party 
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before they go on their wish trip. A lot of parents use it to 
celebrate everything the child has overcome and put up 
pictures of them in treatment, etc. It is a send-off, though not 
to end-of-life, you mind-in-gutter people, to Disney World 
or wherever they want to go!” 

8) ligamentary wrote: 

“There was a Make-a-Wish kid in a class I taught once and 
their wish was to tour a pickle factory. 

“Pickles were their all-time favorite food and they wanted to 
see how the sausage was made so to speak. 

“Apparently, Vlasic rose to the occasion in a major way and 
she had the time of her life.” 

Tribbyhappy wrote: 

“I swear my youngest would make a wish like this. He got 
Benadryl in hospital once at 1am and they told me it 
would probably make him pass right out. Well, in children it 
sometimes does the opposite. He was wired, so here’s this 
three-year-old who can’t sleep in the middle of the night, 
demanding, ‘Mom, I want a pickle party.’” 

9) Arkneryyn wrote: 

“In Wizard 101 there’s a quest with an NPC [Non-Player 
Character] named Brandon, named after a Make-a-Wish kid 
who played the game, and his request was to design a side 
quest for the game. You meet Brandon and go help him clear 
out this dungeon with two really fucking hard bosses — it  
was a lotta fun. At the end you get a gem you can pocket that 
lets you summon Brandon into battle as a follower, pretty 
cool. Not sure what ended up happening to Brandon, but it’s 
really cool that thousands of people have gotten to enjoy 
being a part of his wish.” 

10) ByteAboutTown wrote: 
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“I worked at a hospice, and we had a wishing program. One 
our patients, a 24-year-old with brain cancer, wanted to hold 
a sloth. Apparently, sloths are very nervous creatures, so it’s 
a little tricky to actually hold one. 

“I found a local company that does visits to schools and 
whatnot that had a sloth. Sloths only poop about once a week 
and the sloth could travel only the day after he pooped 
(because they get nervous, any longer than that and the sloth 
has stress diarrhea). So basically, we had to wait until the 
sloth pooped and then set up the visit for the next day. The 
sloth pooped on Thanksgiving, so we set up the visit for the 
next morning. The patient was able to hold and pet a very 
sweet sloth. The patient died about three weeks later, and I 
am very happy I was able to help give her some joy in her 
final weeks.” 

11) JakeRogue wrote, “I worked at a LEGO retail store in 
the 2000s and Make-A-Wish approached us for a child with 
terminal Osteosarcoma who wanted to be in the store for a 
day. LEGO unfortunately denied the request (which 
surprised myself and the rest of the staff because LEGO was 
a pretty great company). Staff decided to honor the request 
ourselves. We closed the store early on a Sunday, then 
invited the kid and family in. He had a full run of the store, 
we collectively paid for like $1,000 worth of toys for him to 
take home, and he just spent the entire evening building 
whatever he wanted. He died a few months later.”83 

 
83 Source: The_King123431, “Make a wish employees What was the 
most strangest thing a make a wish kid asked for and actually 
received?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ovnbun/make_a_wish_
employees_what_was_the_most_strangest/ >. 
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84. “[Serious] People Who Used To Be Anti-LGBTQ+ 
But Are Now Supportive, What Changed Your Mind?” 

1) bakerwithabun wrote: 

“I fell in love for the first time at 18, around the same time 
that my best friend came out as gay. Previously, I was 
honestly just a naïve child who didn’t understand the world, 
so I was passive about the issue and didn’t understand why 
these people were so up in arms about their sexual 
orientation. I didn’t feel strongly either way, but if I had to 
pick a side, I’d say I chose the attitude of those around me, 
which was that these people were strange and too 
flamboyant. I agreed with my parents’ vote on Prop 8 that 
marriage was between a man and a woman and anything else 
was unnatural. 

“After I went off to college, I met my first boyfriend and fell 
HARD. My friend called me up and came out to me tearfully. 
I remember I took the call with my boyfriend sitting next to 
me. I looked at him, and it clicked that if anyone told me my 
love was anything other than right or I was barred from being 
with him, I’d be devastated. 

“So, that was it. I started to listen and recognized that treating 
anyone’s feelings as lesser than mine was not only 
misguided, but it was damaging to those who had been told 
that they couldn’t live in their own skin out in the world.” 

2) zachtheperson wrote: 

“One of the big things that I was told growing up was the 
‘gay agenda,’ and how LGBTQ+ people are trying to 
convince other people to become LGBTQ+ by ‘corrupting’ 
people. It was the reason they had pride parades, and it was 
the reason why evil Hollywood wanted to have gay 
characters in their show. It’s also why you couldn’t just 
‘leave people alone,’ to be happy; instead, you had to 
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actively be against it since them being gay is affecting you 
and your children if you don’t do something about it. 

I believed this pretty much 100% until I actually started 
meeting gay people. During middle school there was really 
only one gay guy we knew of and he was a really strange 
person, which didn’t help. During high school, though, 
friends of mine started coming out as gay, and I usually 
ended up talking to at least one gay person a day. I realized 
they were just normal people, and not only that but they were 
good people. They weren’t there to convince anyone else to 
be gay, they were just trying to live a life where they could 
be happy. 

“EDIT: Holy shit, it’s not until I wrote this that I realized my 
parents have been conspiracy theorists my entire life and not 
just with recent events.” 

Rockette25 wrote: 

“It’s crazy how sometimes all it takes is just to know some 
LGBTQ+ people in real life. And religious adults who have 
already formed their own bubble of fear/hate may never get 
that experience. 

“The younger generation is lucky that it’s easier to be out 
and public about your identity. I imagine a lot of older folks 
just assumed they never knew any gay or trans people 
because their peers were hiding it. But it’s harder to be that 
sheltered now.” 

3) DavidAssBednar wrote: 

“I was very anti-gay marriage. I was raised Mormon, so it 
was the environment and belief system I inherited. But one 
day I heard the story of a gay couple who had been together 
for decades and one of them had fallen ill. He was so ill he 
was incapacitated and not able to communicate his wishes 
for treatment. The hospital contacted his family, whom he 
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had been estranged from for decades to decide on his 
medical care. His partner of multiple decades was excluded 
to the point of not even being allowed to visit him in the 
hospital because they had no legal relationship. Gay 
marriage was not legal at the time. 

“I remember feeling so sad for both of them and seeing the 
blatant unfairness and how it would be much better if they 
could be legally married. That’s the day I changed my mind 
on the question of gay marriage.” 

4) Saintmcfarland wrote, “Growing up, I came from a 
homophobic family and sadly I used to poke fun at gay and 
trans folks myself when I was young because I was parroting 
what my parents said at home. Thankfully, I aged out of it 
by age 14ish. A little late, I know, but it’s better than never.” 

UpTwoDownOne commented: 

“I wouldn’t characterize that as late, but perhaps it’s just 
because I have a similar story to yours. 

“I grew up in a very conservative religious family, and like 
you, I parroted a lot of what I heard. And just like you, 
around age 14 I started thinking more for myself and 
questioning the things I’d been brought up on. Eventually at 
18 I left religion altogether and over the years since I’ve 
swung very far left economically and socially. 

“Lucky for me, the rest of my nuclear family started shifting 
in that direction later on. They’re still religious, but they’ve 
given up on organized religion. 

“I think 14 is probably around the time your brain becomes 
developed enough to start forming your own opinions on 
complex issues rather than just reiterating what you’ve heard 
at home.” 
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ChadShillington commented, “I had to laugh at 14 being 
late. You were taught wrong and still, as a child, figured out 
that it was wrong. That’s impressive.” 

5) legomonsteruk wrote: 

“Regarding the transgender community, not so much anti, 
more ignorant to it. Actually, it wasn’t until the whole JK 
Rowling situation last year [2010] did I sit up and take 
notice. My knee-jerk reaction was to agree full heartedly 
with her. But then, I went onto Twitter (what a cesspit, 
seriously) and started to read different people’s opinions. 
Then I started to Google about transgender people. 

“The problem was I wasn’t being empathetic, I never tried 
to imagine what it was like for a person who didn’t belong 
in their body. The more I read about it, the more I support 
trans people. I know that everyone hates JK for what she 
said, but she has brought light onto a situation (probably in 
the worst way) and made me more open minded than I was 
previously. Transgender people must go through hell and 
back on their journey and they have my absolute respect. 

“As for the LGB community, I grew up in a very 
conservative family and I didn’t know anyone who was 
openly gay. It wasn’t until I had moved out and explored the 
world a little bit more that I considered it ‘normal.’ Now, I 
can’t believe the community is still getting hate all these 
years later. My eight-year-old son doesn’t even question it 
when he sees a lesbian/gay couple of TV, it’s just normal to 
him and that’s the way it will stay.” 

EatThemRaw commented: 

“I’m so glad it’s normal to you now! I was in the same boat. 
I didn’t hate, but I also didn’t fully understand. I had a few 
friends who were gay, but I didn’t understand the trans men 
and women. 
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“Then I met a woman who was very open about her 
transition, and it really opened my eyes. I know not everyone 
who transitions is comfortable with taking about the whole 
process, but she is happy to talk about it in the hopes that 
taking about it will make it more normal for others who are 
struggling. 

“She really opened my eyes about something I genuinely 
didn’t understand and I’m so thankful for her being that open 
about it. I reached out to her to ask if it was okay to share her 
story with my kid about how Auntie Y was born in the wrong 
body as a boy, but was always Auntie Y. 

“My kid’s response was just to say that she’s glad Auntie Y 
is her true self and that she’s very pretty. 

“Sorry for the long story. It just makes me happy reading that 
other parents overcame their misunderstanding and chose to 
raise the next generation with a better understanding than we 
had.” 

6) TheMerk10 wrote, “My (then) brother came out as 
transgender. I didn’t hate people who were trans, I just didn’t 
understand it and kept my distance. When she came out to 
my parents and me, there was a heavy silence in the room so 
I said, ‘Well, you may not be a boy, but you’re still the best 
friend I’ve known for my entire life, and that’ll never 
change,’ to convey my support. It’s been a lot of growth and 
adjustment for everyone involved, but we’ve accepted who 
she is with open arms.” 

7) MixtureGlum wrote, “I grew up, moved out of a super-
homophobic environment, and finally let go of the 
internalized homophobia. I was always told girls are just 
‘naturally flirtier / more comfortable with each other’ and 
chalked up attraction to friendly admiration. I finally 
admitted to myself that I’m incredibly bi, and I missed out 
on so many opportunities because I avoided asking out 
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crushes because they were girls, and I was secretly always 
afraid of some sort of conversion-therapy situation.” 

8) TheOGthesus wrote: 

“When I was in my late teens, early 20’s, I commented that 
I didn’t think LGBTQ+ should be allowed to get married. 
Two friends of mine laughed (at my own stupidity) then 
gently asked why I thought that. It genuinely stumped me 
and I realised it was more a thought that I was taught rather 
than my own thoughts and feelings. I realised I had no reason 
to not allow two people who love each other to get married. 

“Yeah, I was a dumb kid, but one thing I’ll never forget was 
how my friends didn’t make me feel stupid. They just asked 
questions and listened to my responses, then asked more 
questions. Thanks, Tash and Pat!” 

9) ThePillowMints wrote: 

“I’ll chime in with my answer. I was religious when I was 
younger and believed homosexuality was a sin, but the 
biggest reason I was a homophobe was that I thought all gay 
people were sex-crazed perverts who couldn’t control 
themselves. This was because I was bullied when I was 
younger and one running joke between some people in my 
school was to pretend they were gay and attracted to me. 
Basically I thought the gays were out to get me as I like to 
put it. 

“With time I realized that gay people were mostly normal 
people who just wanted to live their lives, and I came to 
realize my initial perception of homosexuality was wrong. 
The unfortunate thing was that I did hold strong homophobic 
views when I was younger and expressed them to family and 
close friends. There was a girl I was very close friends with 
that I shared these opinions with, and we fell out of touch 
because I pursued her romantically when I was 18. Three 
years later I found out she was lesbian. This was the biggest 
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regret of my whole life, and I can’t imagine how bad I 
must’ve made her feel about herself. Fortunately, I had the 
chance to apologize since she reached out to me a few 
months ago and she accepted my apology, although it broke 
my heart when she said she was happy I was accepting since 
she thought I wouldn’t want to be friends with her after she 
came out.” 

10) miamistats wrote, “Growing up, I was in a very religious 
family, and my parents were very traditional Christians. 
They put me in a Christian private school my entire 
Kindergarten-12th grade education, having me attend church 
Wednesday nights, Sundays, and chapel at school. Having 
the Bible shoved down my throat and being surrounded by 
others in the same situation, we were all told while growing 
up that being gay was a sin. The school I attended had all 
students sign a contract, basically saying that we would not 
be gay, and if we were, we would not act on it. My senior 
year of high school, I became really close friends to a girl a 
couple of grades under me, and she told me she was gay and 
had a girlfriend of a couple years. She had revealed to me 
that she had tried conversion therapy, and she had been to a 
Christian counselor as well. She eventually was kicked out 
of our private school for having a girlfriend. After all that 
happened, and after one of my closest friends was kicked out 
of my Christian ‘we love all’ school, it made me realize that 
being gay isn’t the sin, but not showing love to others is the 
sin.” 

11) smalldickbigbrains wrote, “Turned out, I’m a bisexual. 
Can’t hate one of my own.” 

12) Patience2Spare wrote, “I wasn’t so much anti as I was 
confused. My moment of clarity came when I met two men 
who were awaiting the birth of their daughter from a 
surrogate. The way they looked at each other made me 
realized that love is love. They talked about their college 
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fund they’d been saving for years before they found an egg 
donor and a surrogate, the museums they were planning on 
taking her to, the adventures they’d have. They’ll make great 
parents.”84 

85. “[Serious] People Who Have Almost Fell Victim To 
A Murderer, What Was Your Story?” 

Thatonechippedcup wrote: 

“I was walking home from a New Year’s party and about 
halfway home I was intercepted by a bunch of guys drinking 
at a bus stop. 

“They asked me over to share some drinks and they wouldn’t 
take no for an answer. Turns out they were really cool and 
after about an hour I headed off again. 

“Realized I had dodged a bullet, and my walk became a slow 
jog. Further along I was coming up to a park when a man 
dressed fully in black, mask and all with a knife leaps out in 
front of me from a massive bush in a ‘you’re mine’ stance. 

“I had been in trouble a lot as a youth, and I say the first thing 
that pops into my head: ‘The cops are chasing me.’ He does 
the fastest 180 in history and runs across the park and into 
the darkness. 

“I will never forget that.” 

TheCapitalSea15 commented: 

“Smart move. Glad you’re okay. 

 
84 Source: NOVA_BLAST14, “[serious] People who used to be anti 
LGBTQ+ but are now supportive, what changed your mind?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 1 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ovxm1k/serious_peopl
e_who_used_to_be_anti_lgbtq_but_are/ >. 
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“I worked in this shop and it got held up while I was in there 
as a customer. The guy with the knife told me to give them 
my wallet and I just said I didn’t have one and they left me 
alone. 

“I actually didn’t have a wallet, but I did have £300 cash in 
my pocket. I was in there getting my wages.”85 

86. “When Was The Last Time You Sat And Gave 
Yourself Credit For How Much You’ve Grown And How 
Far You’ve Come? When Was The Last Time You 
Celebrated A Relatively Small Win, Just Because? When 
Was The Last Time You Just Sat Down And Said Out 
Loud, ‘I’m Really, Really Proud Of Myself?’” 

SignalCalligrapher0 wrote, “I do this every day, with 
everything I do. My friends always look at me like I’m crazy 
when I tell them they should be proud for waking up in time, 
showing up to work, cooking dinner, cleaning their room, 
etc. This is how I overcame depression together with my 
medication.” 

thesaddestpanda commented, “This so much! Sometimes I 
need to remind myself that maintaining a career and a 
middle-class lifestyle is actually a lot to handle and requires 
a careful balancing act of so many things like my mental 
health, relationships, work life, physical health, stress 
management, sacrifice of things I’d rather be doing, etc. It’s 
a lot if we’re going to be honest with ourselves. I think 
capitalist societies reward people who just see it as normal 
instead of a bit horrifying. Life is easier if you believe in a 

 
85 Source: StringlessLyre, “[Serious] People who had almost fell victim 
to a murderer, what was your story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 August 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/owae02/serious_people
_who_had_almost_fell_victim_to_a/ >. 
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‘just world’ and just assume those who aren’t at your level 
just can’t compete or don’t deserve it, instead of 
understanding there’s so much luck involved in getting by. 
Then the hard work on top of that luck to keep it going and 
many of us, regardless of how hard we work, will lose that 
luck.”86 

87. “Have You Ever Attended A Concert Or Festival 
Alone? How Was The Experience?” 

1) Grooveman94 wrote, “I went to Guns ’n’ Roses by myself 
up in Seattle. Splurged and spent money on a nicer seat for 
myself. It was great. I made a buddy with some guy three 
times my age and just rocked out. It was rad.” 

2) Poppoplop wrote, “It was nice! I went to a Red Rocks 
show alone last minute. My boyfriend was working and none 
of my friends really liked Bon Iver enough to go, so I just 
bought one ticket and went. It was really awesome, I was 
alone for 50% of it, then I ran into my good friend from high 
school and his friend. We all three hit it off, loved Bon Iver, 
and had a great time.” 

3) goddessofhatred wrote, “For me it didn’t go badly. But be 
safe. I got lucky that nothing bad happened because I was 16 
and got blackout drunk right before the show. I ended up 
collapsing right as I entered the venue.. They let me stay after 
sobering up a bit, but yeah … don’t do dangerous things.” 

 
86 Source: traveldeeper, “When was the last time you sat and gave 
yourself credit for how much you’ve grown and how far you’ve come? 
When was the last time you celebrated a relatively small win, just 
because? When was the last time you just sat down and said out loud, 
‘I’m really really proud of myself?’” Reddit. AskWomen. 2 August 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/owsbga/when_was_th
e_last_time_you_sat_and_gave_yourself/ >. 
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4) msstark wrote, “Yes, I went to see Oasis in 2009, it was 
great! They broke up a couple months later, so I’m really 
glad I took the opportunity.” 

5) Carolinablue87 wrote, “Yes. A couple of concerts I’ve 
attended alone since I couldn’t find anyone to go with. I felt 
like I was able to enjoy it more because I wasn’t dependent 
on someone else as far as what time I left. No one bothered 
me, and I really enjoyed the time I had.” 

6) ToiletPaperGanoin wrote, “Yes, I most often attend music 
events alone, although I prefer concerts to festivals. I usually 
make friends for the day or meet up with old industry friends. 
As long as I like the bands, I’ll keep myself entertained. I do 
have some bad experiences with mild food poisoning, a 
Victorian cough [?], and sexual assault and it sucks being 
alone when you have to go through that, though. Just stay 
sober and nope out when it starts feeling off.” 

7) mycatiswatchingyoum, a woman, wrote, “It was great. I 
was nervous, sure, but I just reminded myself that I’m 
here for myself, not anyone else. My only obligation is to 
enjoy the show. I’ve done it a number of times now.” 

8) secondepicsalad wrote, “Saw Turnover at TLA in Philly 
alone. They suck live, so it was pretty disappointing, and this 
other dude alone tried to talk to me a bunch beforehand, but 
I just didn’t wanna socialize, and he eventually got the hint. 
I don’t blame him for trying. I don’t think he was trying to 
be creepy. Concerts can be a great way to meet people with 
similar interests, so I don’t see that as being an ‘Ugh, I can’t 
be a woman alone without being bothered by a man’ thing, 
but I still was put off just because I didn’t wanna talk and 
then I felt bad for the next hour standing next to him.” 

9) Xocxo_GossipGirl_oxoX wrote, “I just came back from 
Rolling Loud Miami. Holy crap. Best experience of my life.” 
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10) AlreadyOlder wrote, “I went to a Renaissance festival 
alone, dressed, because none of my friends were available 
that weekend and I had the best time EVER!” 

11) Arkhikernc wrote, “Love festivals and concerts. Can’t 
always find someone to go with, so I don’t hesitate to go 
alone. Never had an issue. Never felt unsafe. Always had a 
great time.” 

12) -sugarandspice wrote: 

“I have been to a few rock festivals by myself; it was a lot of 
fun. 

“However, I normally drag one of my siblings or friends 
along with me so I feel a little safer.” 

13) umbrellafarm wrote, “The first few times I went alone I 
was anxious, but I found the whole experience freeing. It was 
so nice to realize I could show up when I wanted, stand 
where I wanted, socialize as I wanted, and stay as long as I 
wanted without being dependent on anyone else. Use 
common sense and you should be fine.”87 

88. “What’s A Risk You Took That You Have Zero 
Regrets About?” 

1) MissingBrie wrote, “Asking that guy out on a date. He’s 
my husband now.” 

 
87 Source: throwawe 91210, “Have you ever attended a concert or 
festival alone? How was the experience?” Reddit. AskWomen. 3 
August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/oxcw00/have_you_ev
er_attended_a_concert_or_festival/ >. 
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2) Koleilei wrote, “Moving overseas for a job as a single 
woman. I’ve done it four times now, and it will happen 
again.” 

3) bodobop wrote, “I think wearing a panty liner with a 
tampon because I didn’t like pads and still don’t. Liner 
catches the blood that leaks out. has saved me multiple 
times.” 

4) souponastick wrote, “I started lifting weights with a 
boyfriend. He dumped me at the gym. I told myself, ‘I need 
to start saying yes to more things,’ on the drive home from 
being dumped. I switched to mornings at the gym to avoid 
seeing him. Day 1 in the morning I see a girl in powerlifting 
gear. I’d never seen someone doing the same thing as me, so 
I went up and introduced myself. She said, ‘There’s an all-
girls’ competition in six weeks … you should compete!’ My 
stomach churned and I remembered my plan to start saying 
yes to things. I went and competed before I had any business 
competing (I didn’t have even half the gear I needed … like 
a lifting belt), but I met the coach I’m still working with six 
years later. I’ve met an entirely new group of friends and 
have gotten exponentially stronger … both physically and 
mentally.” 

5) Polly110 wrote, “Telling my crush that I like him three 
months before school was over. Turned out he had a crush 
on me for four years. I literally nearly fainted when I was 
telling him. I thought he’ll reject me. But everything turned 
out to be great, and he turned out to be the most incredible 
human being on the planet.” 

6) Lodigo wrote, “Stand-up comedy. Always wanted to try, 
and finally gave it a crack. Dabbled in the open mic scene 
for a while, made it to the finals of a comedy competition 
and also had a show in my city’s Fringe Festival. Gone 
dormant in the last few years but may hit up an open mic 
night again one day.” 
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7) dezisauruswrex wrote, “Leaving my ex-husband at 45. 
Later, taking a chance that everyone isn’t as fucked up as he 
was, and starting a relationship with my boyfriend, who is a 
relationship rock star.” 

8) pennyherb wrote, “Travelling solo and living abroad 
alone. Felt the fear, did it anyway.” 

9) Senoriatasmask wrote, “Telling him I loved him. He 
wouldn’t say it back due to a whole lot of complex issues. 
We’re not together anymore, sadly. But I know I stayed 
aligned with my feelings and true to myself. Which means 
the best possible outcome has happened.” 

10) _hipochick_ wrote, “Traveling abroad solo (Europe / 
Antipodes / Central America). Lots of comments involving 
men here which is cool, but there is nothing like facing the 
unfamiliar on your own. Per the late Anthony Bourdain, 
‘Travel is the only thing you can buy that makes you 
richer.’”88 

89. “What Is NSFW, But Should Be SFW?” 

Nytherion wrote, “Telling customers the cold hard truth 
about their behavior in a retail store should be encouraged.” 

disusedhospital wrote: 

“I didn’t work returns, but the area I worked in was located 
close to the returns counter when I worked retail. I don’t 
recall what this woman was trying to return, but I know it 
was well beyond the return period. Still, the customer service 
rep was offering some store credit to her. That wasn’t 

 
88 Source: CourtneyBagel, “What’s a risk you took that you have zero 
regrets about?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/owt7xc/whats_a_risk
_you_took_that_you_have_zero_regrets/ >. 
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enough for her, and she was absolutely losing her mind. She 
finally demanded to speak to a manager with whom she was 
calmer but still a bitch. He was not giving her what she 
wanted and she told him, ‘This is just bad customer service.’ 

“I shit you not, he looked at her and said, ‘You know, 
sometimes bad customer service is a result of bad 
customers.’ We all had a hard time not audibly laughing.” 

MrLanesLament wrote: 

“My first job was in a high-end retail store. We sold fancy 
bedsheets, rugs, etc. 

“We did technically have more stuff ‘in the back,’ but when 
I had to go in to unload trucks at 4am before going to school, 
we’d unload 300+ boxes, and generally, they weren’t 
marked. We had no clue what was in them. You could kind 
of discern what was in a box by the shape after a while, but 
it might be xyz fancy pillow instead of zyx fancy pillow. 

“Fun story: I was a young dude working at a store mostly 
staffed by old, retired ladies. So, I got to be the pack mule / 
muscle. One time, this lady named Lee Anne and I actually 
had shelf space to stock some pillows, which never sold, and 
we had this really old pile of boxes of pillows sitting in the 
back. I cut the box open, and hundreds of spiders came 
crawling out. We both noped the fuck out, and the store 
actually got shut down for a day while exterminators came 
in.” 

abbysuzie96 commented, “I worked at a bridal store, which 
was a large unit made into a store. A mother of a bride once 
asked my supervisor to find a particular dress in a size we 
didn’t have upstairs because mom didn’t believe me saying 
we didn’t have it. My supervisor looked up at the extremely 
high ceiling of the unit and said, ‘We clearly don’t have an 
upstairs. All the stock is on the shop floor,’ and walked 
away.” 
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suestrong315 wrote: 

“Had a guy come in with a return that was like eight years 
old. He obviously didn’t have any proof of purchase and 
insisted he bought it only a few months ago. He was being a 
real prick and the CSA [Customer Service Assistant] helping 
him had a fucked-up attitude like a troll and kept goading the 
guy through the process and laughing at him and shit and 
finally the guy goes, ‘Look, you’re gonna give me my 
FUCKING MONEY BACK!’ 

“Now, I had been uncomfortably standing off to the side 
throughout this entire transaction trying not to be a part of it, 
but when he said that, a woman and her small child were 
walking by, so I snapped my head up to him and said in my 
very calmest, but firmest mom-voice, ‘Sir, there are children 
in this store and you will watch your language.’ 

“He backed down against that, and then the manager showed 
up and took over the situation. 

“I feel like you can call out someone for being an asshole if 
you do it the right way. I gave my coworker shit for 
escalating the situation, but he insisted that the guy didn’t 
deserve respect if he was gonna be a douche. I don’t work 
there anymore, and I’m far better off.” 

SwannyWilkinson wrote: 

“Many years ago when I was a teenager working in a 
supermarket, this cranky old crazy lady complained to me 
we didn’t have an item on the shelf. I said to her I’m pretty 
sure our delivery had come in about 15 minutes before and I 
would check the new stock and if we had it in I would grab 
it for her. 

“Fast forward ten minutes later I have the stock in hand but 
she’s at the customer service desk complaining about how 
rude I was and I just walked off. 
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“Even though I apologised to her after wasting my time 
trying to track her down with her fucking shit, guess who 
ends up in a disciplinary meeting and a strike against my 
name. 

“If that happened to me now, I’d take it from the customer 
but tell the manager who disciplined me to go fuck 
themselves. 

“It’s beyond bullshit the dumb crap you deal with in retail. 
Especially as a young person.” 

a_perfect_name commented, “‘The customer is always 
right’ mentality is not nearly as common in Europe as it is in 
the US. It’s not even expected of the employees to help 
customers with everything and the relations between them is 
equal.” 

redalopex commented, “My main job experience was in NZ 
and Canada, and I was very pleasantly surprised by Europe 
being different. If a customer behaves rudely, you can bet 
your ass my manager has my back and tells them off.” 

immediate_outlaw wrote, “I’ve point blank told a customer 
who said this [‘I’ll never shop here again’] to me, ‘Well, 
good, I don’t want your business anyways, have a great 
day!’ Smiles.”89 

90. “Should Women Be Able To Go Topless In Public 
When The Weather Is Hot (Like A Man Can)?” 

1) Unicron1982 wrote, “European here, in most places here 
it is legal. You don’t see them doing this in the streets, but if 

 
89 Source: kushnair, “What is NSFW, but should be SFW?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 5 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oyay3z/what_is_nsfw_
but_should_be_sfw/ >. 
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you go to a lake, there will be topless women. But with the 
spread of mobile phones with cameras, it understandably 
isn’t as regular as before. But this also helps against the 
oversexualisation of them by the way. If you see breasts all 
the time, it isn’t that big of a deal anymore. I think some US 
states could use some of that; it isn’t normal that people lose 
their jobs and their children get expelled from school, just 
because someone showed their boobs.” 

Kiddiedore commented, “It also helps to make people aware 
that boobs come in different shapes and sizes and not just the 
seemingly perfect ones from porn.” 

2) CreampiedOnions wrote: 

“According to me, both men and women should wear clothes 
in public. But I think that everyone should be allowed to be 
topless in a beach, and completely nude only in certain 
public places like nude beaches. 

“As for formal places, I think that the dressing requirements 
should be equivalent (gender neutral). 

“As for nipples, I believe that it’s absolutely senseless that 
women’s nipples are considered inappropriate but men’s 
aren’t.” 

3) RedditforReasons wrote, “I’ve just stopped wearing bras 
when it’s hot. If they stare at my nipples, I simply stare at 
theirs.” 

i_lost_it_again commented, “I don’t think I’ve worn a bra in 
like over a decade (I really only wore one when I was like 
13 to make my boobs look bigger), and I’m so desensitized 
now that I don’t even notice if people are staring at my nips. 
I have other things to do besides worry about where a 
stranger is looking.” 
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4) KitchenSink101 wrote, “Make it illegal for both. I’m from 
the United Kingdom. As soon as it hits 25 Celsius, all the old 
men have their shirts off. It’s gross. Lol. 

5) ShenandoahValley wrote, “As a man, I vote yes. 
Unequivocally, yes.” 

Spiritual-Wind-3898 wrote, “Just want to make it clear I 
have to roll mine three times and then stuff them in a bra to 
make them look reasonable and you are ok for these to be 
unraveled and freed. You shall regret the day you thought 
this was a good idea, especially when I walk past and my left 
nipple touches your knee.”90 

91. “If It Weren’t For Modern Medicine And 
Technology, What Would Have Killed You By Now?” 

SpeedyCorvette wrote, “Birth.” 

de-and-roses commented, “Same here. I was born at 6.5 
months. Incubators had just come to our county. Probably 
wouldn’t have made it otherwise.” 

Midas-and-his-finger commented, “The doctor asked my 
dad, ‘Do you want us to save your wife or your son?’ My 
dad said, ‘My wife, we can always have another child.’ 
Luckily we both made it.” 

Suitable_Egg_882 commented, “As a father, that’s a brutal 
situation to be put in. My daughter was born premature, and 
I probably would have chosen the same tbh [to be honest] in 
his situation because I don’t think I could live my life 

 
90 Source: Letmehoeoutrq, “Should women be able to go topless in 
public when the weather is hot (like a man can)?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 
August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oyd8nz/should_women
_be_able_to_go_topless_in_public_when/ >. 
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without my wife, knowing every time I looked at my 
daughter it’d remind me of that moment.” 

Spydurp commented, “C-section baby here.” 

Kdkreig responded, “Same here. To be fair I did give my 
parents a good ol’ middle finger during the ultrasound. They 
knew I was going to be a problem then.”91 

92. “What’s The Greatest Memory You Have Of Your 
First Day Of School?” 

1) Conceptizual wrote, “I was wearing the same dress as 
someone else, and I went up to them and told them I liked 
their dress.” 

2) miel_albaricoque wrote, “I remember when the school 
day was over I had to go to aftercare since my mom couldn’t 
pick me up. I was sitting in the cafeteria alone at a table since 
I didn’t know how to speak English (well, technically I did, 
but I was just shy speaking it), and I was trying to open this 
cereal that they gave me for snack. I remember the cereal 
went flying everywhere and I burst into tears because the 
cereal spilled all over and I felt so overwhelmed and alone. 
A girl in my class noticed me and took me to her table and 
told me that it would be okay and she gave me her cereal. 
She told me that we would be best friends and that she would 
protect me. We were best friends up until 2nd grade and then 
I moved away. I will never forget that day I made my first 
friend.” 

3) Watto_007 wrote: 

 
91 Source: Waffles-MaGee, “If it weren’t for modern medicine and 
technology, what would have killed you by now?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
5 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oyqtum/if_it_werent_f
or_modern_medicine_and_technology/ >. 
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“I didn’t get into the school because I lived outside of the 
zone and applicants living within the zone are prioritised. 
My mom really wanted me to get in, so she got a copy of the 
booklist for my grade and bought me a few school uniforms.  

“On the first day, while I noticed all the other parents were 
meeting with teachers and their kids were being shown to 
their classrooms to choose their seats, my mom and I were 
just sitting in the school yard. 

“When the ‘attendance bell’ rang for all students to report to 
their class for roll call, my mother revealed to me (three 
months shy of six years old at the time) that I didn’t get into 
the school, so my name will not be on the roll. She then 
snuck me into one of the 1st grade classrooms and told me 
she’ll be back for me after school.  

“After the roll call, the teacher asked me for my name, 
because I didn’t respond to any on her list. Spoiler 
alert: That was because I wasn’t on the list. She took me to 
the principal’s office where they found my rejected 
application.  

“The teacher, who turned out to be very kind, decided to 
accept me as her student, and my application was somewhat 
now ‘un-rejected’ — and I say this because, it wasn’t until 
the 2nd grade that I was properly a student at this school. 
Because of the initial rejection, there was a lot of hoops that 
my application didn’t pass through for me to be properly 
registered at the school.  

“As much as I excelled at the school, I really believed that 
my mom was a bit irresponsible.” 

NosferatusPussyHair wrote, “I remember it was high school, 
and I was dating this guy before summer. We couldn’t get in 
contact all summer or anything, and I assumed we had 
broken up. But on the first day back, he found me, hugged 
me, and held my hand all day and it was really sweet.” 
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4) palaceofparagraphs wrote, “When I was four, I for some 
reason decided that skirts were more grown-up than dresses, 
so on the first day of preschool, I kept my jacket on all day, 
so it would look like I was wearing a skirt instead of a dress.” 

5) reginacoeurl wrote, “I don’t remember what grade, but I 
was really little. There were other kids clinging to their 
mothers and crying hysterically and I didn’t get it. I had told 
her bye and that was the end of it. I was playing with blocks, 
and nobody was yelling at me. What’s the big deal, you 
guys? This is awesome!” 

6) Staarburn wrote: 

“Was starting high school where I only kind of knew three 
people. (We were from sister Catholic schools and I was the 
only one from my school coming to this public school.) 

“Was scared shitless when we all looked over our schedules 
and I realized that we had no classes and no lunch periods at 
the same time. 

“Was super nervous the whole day. When third period rolled 
around (this one determining lunch time), this really 
energetic person insisted that no matter if I had plans already 
I should sit with him and his friend. 

“That was back in 2007, and we’re still best friends to this 
day!” 

7) Forsaken_Passage_625 wrote, “My teacher gave me a 
book to keep: Dogger by Shirley Hughes. I still love that 
book.” 

8) Iyonia wrote: 

“Walking confidently into class with a Pokémon t-shirt, I 
had begged my mom to let me get. Pokémon was still new 
to my country, and had become incredibly popular, so 
several of my classmates ran over to talk to me about the 
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series. I made friends much easier that year, and it made me 
happy to be there with people my own age (first day of 3rd 
grade). 

“Earlier? Crying. Walking into a room with blue carpet. Too 
many unfamiliar people, hiding in a corner (kindergarten).” 

9) InterestingCloud9 wrote: 

“It’s a good and bad memory at the same time. I was a very 
shy and anxious kid, and I was also absolutely tiny and 
looked much younger than I was. My first day of secondary 
school when I was 11 was also my first time getting the 
school bus because I’d previously walked to primary school. 
I was the size and weight of a six- or seven-year-old, maybe, 
and all of the other kids trying to get on the bus were pushing 
and shoving, so I was getting trampled. 

“An older boy about 15-16 years old recognised that I was 
absolutely terrified and literally picked me up out of the 
middle of the crowd of kids and helped me get on the bus. 
Found me a seat at the front of the bus, so I’d miss the crowd 
at the end to get off, too. It was shit that I was so scared, but 
also amazing that a random stranger helped me.”92 

93. “What Is A Moment Of True Sisterhood You’ve 
Experienced Outside Of Family?” 

1) AnonymousBrowser3967 wrote: 

“I was at a company that had an extremely hostile work 
environment. One particular individual was particularly 

 
92 Source: TheRightEqualibrium, “What’s the greatest memory you 
have of your first day of school?” Redditt. AskWomen. 5 August 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/oyyeqg/whats_the_gr
eatest_memory_you_have_of_your_first/ >. 
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awful. I had tried reporting that individual to Human 
Resources with no avail. This went on for years. 

“One woman had enough and submitted an ethics complaint 
(the company was in a regulated industry and ethics 
complaints are investigated by a third party). An investigator 
(female) interviewed her and was astounded by what she was 
able to prove (blackmail to tell her husband that before they 
met, she shared a romantic history with him). The 
investigator dug further and asked if she was aware of any 
other women who had issues with this man. 

“A few of us had gone to Human Resources before and our 
careers suffered for it. I eventually had to quit. So when this 
investigator started poking around, the women she was 
talking to were nervous and hesitant to share. 

“In the end, though, more than 30 of us came together (some 
men, too!) and provided testimony and evidence against the 
man and he was terminated for cause. The managers who 
protected his behavior were terminated for cause, and the HR 
reps who protected him and retaliated against the women 
involved were terminated for cause. 

“Everyone had something to lose, but everyone cared more 
about the sisterhood than what might happen. So many 
women spoke out, in fact, that nothing bad happened to any 
of us for speaking to that investigator. I was so impressed by 
the solidarity there.” 

2) sillynamestuffhere wrote, “My neuroscience thesis 
supervisors. They would focus all their research projects and 
skills towards helping one of them get tenure. Then they 
would focus on the next woman in line and help her secure 
tenure. It was remarkable to be in their company. They lifted 
everyone up around them.” 

3) shinkouhyou wrote, “I’ve been mentoring a trans girl and 
it feels like I have a little sister. I’m a tomboy who knows 
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nothing about makeup, but I will happily take that kid to the 
makeup store and buy her whatever pink sparkly crap she 
wants.” 

4) worldwakerwrites wrote, “My period came early while I 
was at an airport and the tampon machine ate my only 
quarter. I had resigned myself to making a toilet paper pad 
when another woman strolled in, said, ‘Girl, I got you,’ and 
handed me not one, but three tampons. I was so thankful to 
not have to stress about bleeding through during my first or 
second flight.” 

5) Karmabubble wrote: 

“Playing rugby with a ladies team. 

“Seriously some of the best people I have ever met. All 
working together as a team, lifting each other up (literally 
and emotionally), encouraging each other finding each 
other’s strengths and weaknesses, socialising together, 
looking after each other like another family. 

“It was one of the best experiences of my life, and I would 
do it again in a heartbeat if my knees weren’t fucked.” 

6) LateBottle9402 wrote: 

“A statewide earthquake occurred in the middle of the night. 
Everybody in the house was awakened. After all of us had 
calmed down, I messaged a friend just to check if they’re 
okay. Our chat ended with ‘I love you.’ 

“I realized how a simple check-in and feelings said into 
concrete words made a huge difference.” 

7) limeblue31 wrote: 

“I was in a club bathroom once, and there was a girl by the 
sink area who was very sweaty and looked distressed, trying 
to fix her hair and makeup and figure out how to freshen up. 
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It was an outdoor club and it’s very hot where I live, you can 
tell she either wasn’t from here or doesn’t go out much 
because she wore clothes that aren’t very suitable for the 
humidity we get here. 

“I handed her my scrunchie so she could pick up her hair, 
gave her some of my rollerball perfume I had handy and 
offered her a blotting paper so she could wipe off the sweat 
without messing up her makeup. 

“I also gave her my go-to tip to cool down, which is to ask 
for water with ice and place the cup on the side of your wrist 
where your veins are — it cools you down fast!” 

8) YarnAndMetal wrote, “I used to have really severe period 
cramps, so one time, I didn’t have any painkillers on me, and 
was determined to be stoic, but I guess something showed 
on my face. A gal looked at me and asked what was wrong, 
I said, ‘Cramps,’ and without me even asking, she took out 
some ibuprofen and was like, ‘How many do you need?’” 

9) oatmilkicedlatte wrote, “I was about fifteen and at an 
outdoor music festival waiting for my friends to get there, 
this much, much, much older man came up to me with a cup 
of beer and told me he got it especially for me. I declined 
over and over, but he kept insisting and getting closer to me, 
to the point where I thought he was going to try to literally 
force feed me the beer. This girl nearby saw what was 
happening and slammed the drink out of his hand and yelled, 
‘SHE DOESN’T WANT IT, YOU CREEP!’ and then asked 
me if I was okay and went about her night. She was so cool, 
and I’m so glad she was there.” 

10) anita-dangelo wrote, “My husband died in November of 
2004. My daughter died in June of 2005. My girlfriends held 
me up through everything. They went with me to identify my 
daughter. They helped make the arrangements for both 
services. I adopted my daughter’s baby. My sisterhood has 
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helped raise him. They didn’t stop after the funeral. They are 
still going strong!” 

11) pitter_patterclock wrote, “First day of university. It was 
lunch time and I didn’t know anyone, so I was talking on the 
phone to my mom, who wanted to make sure I was fine 
(mentally). Across two tables was this girl who I felt was 
looking at me, but I wasn’t sure so I kept talking to my mom. 
Moments later this girls gets up and comes up to me and asks 
me if I’m a first year, so I said to my mom, ‘I have to hang 
up; someone’s talking to me,’ and I said to her, ‘Yeah, I am.’ 
She said she could tell because I looked lost and nervous and 
I reminded her of her first day at university. So she stayed 
with me while I ate my lunch, just making conversation and 
after that we went to sit under a tree and talked more. We 
kept contact for about a month. We didn’t really become 
friends, but I’ll always be glad she talked to me when I was 
starting to feel I wouldn’t make friends and felt really alone. 
After that I made friends, but she was the first one who 
helped me.” 

12) souponastick wrote: 

“Women in powerlifting. We even cheer on our competitors. 
I have this chick I compete against, and we go back and forth 
on who the record holder is in our state. She’d worked at 
getting a 500lb deadlift for like three competitions in a row 
(you normally compete maybe twice a year) and finally got 
it. I BAWLED. Yes, she’s my competition, but because of 
that I know exactly how hard she’s worked at it and her 
athletic achievement is a big deal that deserves recognition. 

“I just was working at a competition, and one of my friends 
I see only on meet day took my record from me. We laughed, 
and I congratulated her. Records are meant to be broken. … 
especially by my strong friends!” 
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13) scientialy wrote, “One time a classmate needed some 
pads and a lot didn’t have any extra so we girls just passed 
notes to each other asking who has an extra. Haha.”93 

94. “Someone Approaches You And Says, ‘Pretend 
We’re Friends. I’m Being Followed.’ How Do You 
React?” 

1) EliseCle wrote, “This actually happened to me once. A 
younger girl came up to me and said, ‘Can you pretend to 
know me? I think someone’s following me.’ I walked her 
over to my brother, who is a big buff military dude and she 
pointed out the guy. My brother confronted him and scared 
him off and then we took the girl out to lunch.” 

Nomada88 commented, “Please, tell me they fell in love. We 
need this.” 

EliseCle responded, “Sorry, but no. Lol. She showed me 
pictures of her girlfriend, so I don’t think he ever had a 
chance.” 

Namada88 responded, “Oh, well, adorable anyway. You are 
awesome people!” 

2) calamiti_korp_666 wrote, “I mean, keep basic guard up 
just in case this is the setup for getting robbed, but of course 
I’d oblige.” 

bluenote_dopamine commented: 

 
93 Source: MilkShaykeVA, “What is a moment of true sisterhood 
you’ve experienced outside of family?” Reddit. AskWomen. 4 August 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/oxxbqa/what_is_a_m
oment_of_true_sisterhood_youve/ >. 
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“Play along. Take them somewhere public. Call the police 
and have them send a unit to my location. 

“If it’s legit, the cop can take them somewhere safe and get 
a statement, and if it’s a scam, the person’ll dip when they 
realize a cop is coming. 

“Either way my conscience is clear, and I put myself at 
minimal risk.” 

3) Dorlane wrote, “Had this happen to me and a guy I never 
met helped me out. So I would do it for anyone in a 
heartbeat.” 

CalLil6 commented, “Loudly talk about how good it is to see 
them again and if we should go for coffee to catch up.” 

4) stick_a_fork_in_it wrote: 

“I’d totally help someone out. 

“Once I was at the gym and a dude kept following me. 
Camping out wherever I was exercising. Changing 
equipment when I did. He sat on a bench in front of the mats 
to watch me stretch. Followed me to other rooms. Creepy As 
Fuck. When I started heading to leave, he started following 
me. I approached a stranger in the parking lot and asked him 
to talk to me. He was really cool about it. Waited until the 
guy finally left. 

“I changed my gym schedule and never saw Creepy-As-
Fuck Guy again.”94 

 
94 Source: regular_sandstorm, “Someone approaches you and says, 
‘pretend we’re friends. I’m being followed.’ How do you react?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oz7mbb/someone_appr
oaches_you_and_says_pretend_were/ >. 
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95. “What Are Your Experiences With Benevolent 
Sexism?” 

1) takemeup-castmeaway wrote: 

“That term’s been used by Liz Plank, noted author and 
feminist. I consider it a legitimate form of sexism. 

“It might help your post to define the term, Original Poster, 
or to link to an article of Plank’s. 

“To answer your question, my father and grandfather treated 
me like I was born in glass slippers, ready to be shattered at 
the slightest inconvenience. 

“They managed all of my money. Never taught me about 
finances or investing. Money was for men. They also 
managed my car. I never had to worry about an oil change, 
tire rotation, or fixing the engine. Like money, cars were for 
men. 

“This sounds like it made my life easy, when it reality it 
made my life twice as hard as an adult. I had to learn 
everything from scratch. 

“The patriarchy claims to make life simpler on women when 
in reality it’s about controlling them. Hence ‘benevolent’ 
sexism.” 

idrewyourstory, aka the Original Poster, responded: 

“I apologize. 

“I was unfamiliar with the term ‘benevolent sexism,’ until I 
saw this article:  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/aug/13/benevole
nt-sexism-a-feminist-comic-explains-how-it-holds-women-
back 
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“The article says the most common way this form of sexism 
is expressed is called ‘gallantry,’ defined as ‘courteous 
attention toward women’ as opposed to politeness, which is 
indifferent to gender.” 

takemeup-castmeaway responded: 

“You’re good! IIRC [If I Recall Correctly], the term was 
coined fairly recently. It’s a concept women may not even 
recognize. 

“Great post!” 

2) Friendly_Beach_9164 wrote: 

“I get it quite a bit for different reasons. I’m short even for a 
woman, so guys regularly try to do things for me without 
asking, something I hate. I know how to ask for help if I need 
it. 

“As an example, I scuba dive. The equipment is heavy, but I 
can manage just fine. Guys regularly ‘help’ me by trying to 
take over when I’m doing something. It’s the worst. I even 
usually dive with my husband so it becomes this weird 
macho thing where a guy will cut in front of my husband to 
get in my personal space to help me. Then when I try to tell 
them I can do it myself they get all offended because they 
were just trying to help. 

“Guys reading this: If you see someone struggling, by all 
means help them, but don’t automatically assume a women 
needs your help. And be extra careful if your help requires 
you getting in their personal space. You can even ask if we 
need a hand before just assuming — it’s not hard.” 

3) Reditttorrr wrote: 

“I definitely have experienced this with the male members 
of my family. For a long time, they insisted on handling my 
money / investments / tax returns because they didn’t want 
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me to ‘trouble’ myself with that sort of thing. I never learned 
how to use power tools or fix problems with my car because 
they simply did it for me (and this is not for a lack of asking 
them to let me learn those things for myself). Now as an 
adult, I’m really feeling there’s a lot I should have learned 
that they didn’t give me a tangible opportunity to. 

“On a less serious (but equally irritating) note, the male 
members of my family often controlled the media I 
consumed when I was a teenager (even as a young adult, they 
still threw in their two cents). I love horror movies and 
books, dark dramas, thrillers, etc. They often told me that 
young women aren’t meant to consume media like that. 
There was constantly dialogue about my tastes being 
unladylike, or concerns that I would ‘give myself 
nightmares.’ This isn’t the biggest deal, but there was 
absolutely a double standard — no one told my male cousins 
to be careful not to give themselves nightmares.” 

5) No-Albatross-7984 wrote: 

“I didn’t know this was a thing. But after reading the article  

https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/aug/13/benevole
nt-sexism-a-feminist-comic-explains-how-it-holds-women-
back 

“and giving it some thought, I do have an example from my 
RL {Real Life]. Not sure it fits the definition. I’ll let OP 
[Original Poster] judge. 

“I work in research. It is a highly competitive, stressful work 
environment. Acquiring funding for research can take up to 
a third of my working hours, depending on the time of the 
year. Additionally, because it is a creative field, the working 
environment has a lot of pressure to get along and / or forge 
friendships with coworkers. I find this part of the work 
somewhat toxic, as I’ve always been more of a ‘do your 
work and go home’ type of person and feel I’m being 
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pressured to spend time outside the work environment with 
people who I admittedly get along good enough at work, but 
who I don’t particularly want to be friends with. I’d also like 
to add that my unit has only women, except for one male, 
who is effectively our boss (he’s honestly a great guy). 

“Anyway. The pressures of the work environment have 
created a situation where my (slightly) older female 
colleague has purposely normalised and even encouraged 
venting to our supervisor. She has encouraged us to use him 
as a sort of an emotional support animal. She has bragged 
about ‘training’ him, and she has told us several stories about 
bursting into tears in his office. I understand crying under 
pressure, but I don’t appreciate her forceful attempts to 
normalise what I consider emotional manipulation. As a 
result of this ‘training,’ several times, I’ve been in situations 
in which he clearly expects me to begin crying (I can see him 
bracing for it), when discussing handling stress. 
Additionally, the supervisor writes us all recommendations, 
etc., and her other colleagues, including me, are her 
competitors, as he has to pit us against each other and choose 
which one of us is most deserving of funding when writing 
these recommendation letters. 

“I hate this. Yes, the stress sometimes gets to me, but I do 
not want to use my supervisor as my therapist. I am not 
comfortable sharing my feelings, to that level, with a 
colleague. I just want a professional relationship, but it is 
effectively hurting me financially. 

“Edit (forgot the point of the comment. Lol): I have been 
wondering what if the situation were different, what if we 
were all men. Do male researchers cry in front of their 
supervisors when under pressure, do the supervisors of male 
researchers come to stressful meetings expecting to be cried 
on? This doesn’t feel normal to me, and while I appreciate 
the fact that my supervisor is obviously making himself 
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available to my (nonexistent) emotional outbursts, I also 
resent it, and the fact that my older female colleague is trying 
to normalise this sort of behaviour in the workplace.” 

6) LadyLikesSpiders wrote:  

“It’s still sexism and still treats me and other women like 
we’re dumb or fragile or helpless. Often it leaves us ill-
prepared for life, and it can come off as condescending. 
Often, the benevolent part is reserved for prettier women, 
which I think betrays the true nature of that ‘benevolence.’ 
Kindness isn’t kindness if you have ulterior motives 

“It’s not without its benefits, though, and we can try and use 
it to our advantage. As an example, my sister is short as hell 
and she likes going to concerts. Men will clear the way, or at 
least not fight her, as she tries to move on up to the front of 
a crowded floor. She gets space and protection from random 
strangers, who are more careful around her because they 
don’t want a pretty little lady like her to get hurt. I’m pretty 
(so people have said) and a flirt, and I’ve even had a Redditor 
who was messaging me offer to buy me a $200+ dress. I 
didn’t take it, but it was a nice dress. 

“And then that advantage can turn to resentment. We get 
treated as special, and when we lean into it, we become 
vilified (to be clear, by insecure and unpleasant individuals) 
who call us manipulators. Self-proclaimed niceguystm will 
also try to use their ‘benevolence’ as a way to get sex. 
Benevolent sexism hurts guys, too. While we are 
condescended to, the men feel pressured to treat us with 
more care by their own society, and get to feel like they are 
less important because they don’t get the privileges of being 
protected 

“Benevolent sexism — any sexism hurts everyone. It’s bad 
for the dudes, bad for the dudettes, and although I didn’t get 
into it, bad for everyone in between or beyond.” 
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7) stolethemorning wrote: 

“It helped me tons in my job as a waitress. The chefs would 
yell at the boys for anything and everything but would 
generally be nice to the girls. Like, if we made a little 
mistake — in the chef’s eyes, a mistake was not saying, 
‘Good morning, chef,’ or standing in one spot for too long 
— then they’d let it slide and sometimes they even helped 
me carry things to the tea rooms. 

“It was in that job that I perfected the look of wide-eyed 
nervousness, which makes me look slightly younger and 
pitiable and people will be far more likely to help me out. 

“Oh, and my driving test guy said I reminded him of his 
daughter and let me have a second go at the parking.”95 

96. “What’s The Worst Experience You Had At A 
Restaurant?” 

1) SilverVixen1928 wrote: 

“Drive-in burger joint. Four adults and a pre-teen. The car 
hop, a woman in her 30s maybe?, came out to us and took 
our orders: Five hamburgers made various ways, French 
fries, and drinks. When she left, the conversation was all 
about how she didn’t write anything down. What a memory! 

“Every hamburger was made wrong.” 

2) FrankieVallieN4 wrote: 

 
95 Source: idrewyourstory, “What are your experiences with benevolent 
sexism?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ozbt7t/what_are_your
_experiences_with_benevolent_sexism/ >. 
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“The waitress was hitting on my husband right in front of 
me. A lot. Touched his arm, would only talk to him and kept 
leaning over, exposing her breasts. 

“Which like, I’m not a prude, but found it pretty fucking 
rude. It was just a regular restaurant. 

“Fun fact: I was paying for that dinner and tip that day, too.” 

3) dreadmon1 wrote, “Went to one of my favorite places on 
the boardwalk in Ocean City. We were told they had seating 
available only on the 2nd-floor balcony overlooking the 
boardwalk, beach and ocean. Cool. There were about five 
tables open, all of equal size with the same number of seats. 
The hostess puts us at one away from the front without a 
view. My wife asks if we can get a table with a view. She 
tells us that no, once we are seated we cannot move. We 
inform her that we haven’t sat down yet. No, we can’t move. 
Our waitress comes. We ask her if we can move. She says it 
shouldn’t be a problem as there are many open tables and 
she needs to let the hostess know. Hostess says, No, we 
cannot move. The waitress even says to us, ‘I wouldn’t 
blame you if you left.’ I’m pissed because this is a reasonable 
request, and there is no reason to deny it. So we get up and 
leave. Because they wouldn’t let us move, they have lost a 
long-time customer.”96 

 
96 Source: OOF_General, “What’s the worst experience you had at a 
restaurant?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ozz3ce/whats_the_wor
st_experience_you_had_at_a_restaurant/ >. 
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97. “How Do You Get Over The Fear / Social Stigma Of 
Wearing A Tight Outfit Without A Bra In Public?” 

not_doing_that wrote, “I haven’t worn a bra in weeks. My 
nipples are the undisputed inner-city staring contest 
champions. No man has been able to defeat them.”97 

98. “What Can Women Do And No One Bats An Eye, 
But If Men Do It Everyone Loses Their Minds?” 

1) NorthernSrtockNoob wrote, “Touch or approach other 
people’s children.” 

awesomecubed commented, “I was at the park with my 
daughter last year. I don’t remember what she was doing, but 
it was something I deemed picture worthy. No other kids 
were in frame… just my daughter. Didn’t matter. The hate-
looks I got were something else. Everyone just kinda 
assumed I must be a predator. I was relieved when my 
daughter loudly yelled, ‘Daddy!’ at me. It took some of the 
heat off.” 

_peppermintbutler wrote, “I wonder if this is a country-
specific thing? I usually see heaps of males/dads at the 
playgrounds here in NZ and I’ve honestly never given them 
a second thought or ever thought suspiciously of them. My 
husband’s never said he received any weird looks or 
anything when he’s taken our kids alone either.” 

shaybra commented, “I am pretty sure it’s just the US 
because both in Canada and Lebanon it’s the same: Dads are 
all over the place playing with their kids.” 

 
97 Source: findmeinthe_future, “How do you get over the fear/social 
stigma of wearing a tight outfit without a bra in public?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 6 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ozi6fj/how_do_you_g
et_over_the_fearsocial_stigma_of/ >. 
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1amtheone wrote, “Definitely a USAmerican thing. Fear-
based reactions.” 

DesertTripper commented, “Heck, I had a KID approach me 
at my daughter’s elementary school when I was waiting for 
her to get out (we were walking distance from the school) 
and ask me something indicating they were suspicious of me 
standing by the school entrance during the time kids leave 
school. It’s insane … if you are a male in the US anywhere 
near other people’s kids, you are essentially a pedo unless 
you can prove you’re not.” 

dameon5 commented: 

“Similar story. Years ago I was watching my niece and 
nephew and decided to take them to the park. My niece was 
about five at the time and needed help with some of the 
playground equipment. We made a game of it, and she was 
having a grand old time when a woman walked by and said 
something to the effect of … 

“‘Your daddy seems really nice.’ 

“To which my niece responded … 

“‘He’s not my daddy.’ 

“Record scratch … 

“Now, instead of thinking I’m an involved dad, this woman 
is looking at me like I’m a monster. 

“I quickly defuse the situation by asking my niece … 

“‘Well, if I’m not your daddy, then who am I?’ 

“Luckily she responded appropriately with … 

“‘You’re my uncle, silly!’ 
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“The lady relaxed a little, but I noticed her keeping an eye 
on me the whole time we were there.” 

chedebarna commented, “Call the police on her.’ Officers, 
this weird stranger approached my niece unannounced and 
started to ask her inappropriate questions about her family.’” 

Brazo33 commented: 

“I was at Target waiting for someone at the main entrance 
and a little black boy comes out of the bathroom with his 
pants down, crying because he can’t get his pants up. I’m the 
closest person so he comes to me looking for help. I froze 
knowing that as a guy, I can’t have anything to do with this. 
I look up trying to find a woman to help him. A black female 
employee sees what’s going on and rushes over to help. As 
she approaches us, she says to me, ‘What’s the matter with 
you? Why not help him? Are you racist?’ 

“Just can’t win.” 

Rafdioactivo2574 commented, “In a situation like that, the 
only possible way to not get tagged as a racist or pedo is 
killing yourself, I see no other option.” 

ImpracticallySharp wrote, “At the funeral: ‘He was such an 
inveterate racist that he preferred to kill himself rather than 
to help a black child.’” 

thebestjoeever commented: 

“I remember this funny clip I saw a year or two ago. This 
dude was in a public bathroom, in one of the stalls, pooping. 
He had started recording a video because this little boy, like 
five or six maybe, is trying to talk to him through the crack 
in the door. Next thing you know, this oblivious, friendly 
little kid crawls underneath the door and is now in the stall 
with the guy who is still on the toilet, and desperately trying 
to get this kid to leave the stall. 
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“Overall, it was a funny video, but holy shit, if I was the dude 
taking a shit, I’m pretty sure I would’ve abandoned the shit 
and ran to either the main bathroom area or out of the 
bathroom completely. Because if that little kid’s parent came 
in to find him in my stall with the door still closed, that could 
potentially be a nightmare of a situation.” 

spookylucas commented, “I used to do real estate 
videography. One of the usual things to do was to take some 
shots of local parks, etc. I never got people in the frame as a 
general rule but I was accosted a couple of times by moms 
asking if I was recording their kids. Idiots.” 

DaytonaDemon commented, “Can’t find it now but I recall 
a British newspaper article from five or six years ago in 
which men said that the stigma of being seen as a child 
molester would be enough to prevent them from helping or 
even approaching a lost child. It’s awful in all kinds of 
ways. People have lost their marbles.” 

jezpin commented, “I once found a lost kid at a market. I 
gave him my phone to trust me and then asked him to stand 
still and I just yelled, ‘Lost kid.’ It gets a lot more attention, 
but the mum got back quick smart and I wasn’t walking 
around with a stranger’s kid.” 

2) i-still-cant-drive wrote, “I have a female co-worker who 
recently tried (quite aggressively) to kiss a male co-worker. 
Fortunately, he’s quite tall and she never succeeded and he 
could literally keep her at arm’s length. We all sort of 
laughed it off. But when I told my girlfriend about it, she 
asked what would have happened had the roles been 
reversed and he had tried kissing her. He’d have been fired 
on the spot, no questions asked. So far, nothing has been 
done and it looks like nothing will be done.” 

3) damnidkhaha wrote, “Kissing their straight best friends.” 
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Wreath_of_Laurels wrote, “On the cheek or on the mouth? 
Also depends on the country.” 

4) Darkenrahh wrote, “Walk into the wrong bathroom.” 

drbooker wrote: 

“Depends on where you are. Once at a bar I really needed to 
pee, and there was a huge line outside the men’s room, none 
for the women’s, so I just asked if anyone in the women’s 
would find it weird for me to be in there and was met with a 
clamoring of ‘No, it’s fine. Please c’mon in!’ 

“At another bar a female friend and I needed to use the 
washroom at the same time, so I walked into the door that 
indicated it was for men, and she walked into the door that 
indicated it was for women … both doors led into the same 
room from separate hallways. It was a gender-neutral 
washroom.” 

5) RurikTheDamned wrote, “Call roadside assistance for a 
flat tire.” 

_dogtown_ wrote, “I had to do it not too long ago. Half of 
my jack was missing from the car. No choice. Still … I felt 
shame.” 

Halbera commented: 

“As a roadside assistance provider, I don’t give a shit about 
what you think is happening; you need help for any number 
of reasons, and there’s no shame in it. You didn’t have the 
right equipment, so how could you have done anything? 

I had a callout just last week, guy had a spare but no jack. By 
the time I responded he had run the battery flat, too, using 
his hazard lights. 

“Now I know I could have dropped the jack at his feet and 
he would have been able to change it himself. But that’s not 
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the deal. If you’ve paid for a wheel change you’re getting the 
full service. The only ones I personally judge are the guys I 
drag out of a ditch at 1AM who have clearly been out racing 
their car around like a prick and ended up doing a bit of 
unplanned off roading. 

“I’ve had women look shamed by not knowing what to do as 
well in an emergency situation, and I try to remind them that 
a LOT of people have no clue. And that even if they knew 
the fault, they probably wouldn’t have the tools or equipment 
to deal with it anyway — it’s not a gender thing. I wouldn’t 
be able to walk into your workplace and crack on with a 
day’s work, so why would you be able to do mine out here 
on the road?” 

Scootypuffjrsuckz wrote, “Last time I got a flat, I called for 
roadside assistance. I considered changing it myself because 
I had done it before in the past, but I was on my way to work 
and didn’t want to mess up my clothes. Partway through 
changing my tire, the jack slipped and my vehicle trapped 
the guy’s arm between my car and the top of the tire. We 
were able to free his arm quickly only because there were 
two of us there to lift. Fortunately, the guy’s arm was not 
seriously hurt, but if it were just me by myself, my arm could 
have gotten really messed up. Better to play it safe.” 

6) RansomNerdyWeeb wrote, “Be alone with a child.” 

plythrghyrhrt commented, “I’m a father of two and see 
neighborhood people post about needing babysitters for their 
kids, who are my kids’ ages, and just have to go ‘nope’ and 
scroll. I hate it because I love kids, would love to help out, 
and know my kids would have a great time, but you kwon 
how that goes.” 

coaubry wrote: 

“I have three kids under five years old. Sometimes, I have to 
hit the grocery store with the kids but without my wife. 
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Once, it was just me and my oldest, and he threw a fit that I 
wouldn’t get him one of those animal-shaped, juice-flavored 
diabeetus drinks. He’s usually a really, really good kid, but 
Venus was in retrograde or some shit. This was bad. Full-on 
tantrum, throwing shit, screaming, the works, so I tossed him 
over my shoulder and headed for the door while he’s 
screaming ‘MOMMY! MOMMY!’ I’m thinking I was just 
going to wait out the tantrum in the car, but store security 
and a couple of patrons stopped me just past the checkout 
lines. I had to scroll through my photo album to a picture of 
the family before they believed that I’m his dad and he was 
there with me. 

“I totally understand how it looked, but I’m extra sensitive 
of public perception when it’s just the boys and me now. And 
there’s no way in hell I’m watching someone else’s kids by 
myself. It’s just not an option.” 

Accomplished_Pay6399 responded, “How it looked? 
Honestly, unless you look like a hobo, it looks like a dad 
carrying his son. I would think that the mom was in the store 
and dad was taking the kid outside. I don’t know what’s 
wrong with people these days — see a child having a tantrum 
and assume it’s being kidnaped.” 

swmben wrote: 

“I am male and used to be a kids’ swimming teacher in the 
water with the kids. I was always very aware of my actions 
and surroundings, always making sure my hands were above 
the water at all times such as using forearms to support the 
child’s body, hands sticking out the water. Also, if there was 
any situation I would have been alone with a child, I ensured 
another teacher was present. 
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“I was always conscious of the prejudice against men when 
it comes to children, so I wanted to always avoid any false 
accusations.”98 

99. “What Is The Creepiest Incident You Had While 
Using The Internet?” 

AsianHawke wrote, “I remember when I was 11 years old, 
still new to the internet, someone tricked me into giving over 
my PC rights. This scammer started controlling my PC. 
Eleven year-old me sat there cowering in fear, reading a 
stranger write into notepad how he had complete control 
over me. I was crying. My brother saw, unplugged the 
internet, and reinstalled the OS [Operating System].”99 

100. “Ladies, What Are The Habits That Make Your 
Life Better? Which Of Them Could You Recommend To 
Others?” 

nope-tastic wrote: 

“Treating future-me like my best friend. It really helps me to 
do things that help set me up for success. 

“For example, I don’t like doing the dishes. But if I don’t do 
them now, future-me (whom I love very much) is going to 
have to do them before or after work, and it’ll be harder 

 
98 Source: _somename_, “What can Women do and no one bats an eye, 
but if Men do it everyone loses their minds?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 
August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/p04ca4/what_can_wo
men_do_and_no_one_bats_an_eye_but_if/ >. 
99 Source: roar1527, “What is the creepiest incident you had while 
using the internet?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/p0hek0/what_is_the_cr
eepiest_incident_you_had_while/ >. 
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because the food will be dried on. I don’t want to put my 
friend, future-me, through that, so I’ll do the dishes for her. 

“It also helps with the bigger things too. Future-me is going 
to love this vacation I’m planning for her! Future-me 
deserves the nice retirement that I’m budgeting to save for. 
Future-me will feel so good and healthy thanks to the care 
I’m putting into my food and exercise choices. 

“I can’t speak for everyone, but I’ve loved myself a lot more 
because of it. Past-me has been so good to me since I started 
doing this, too. I don’t criticize myself as much and am so 
much gentler in my self-talk. No matter how silly it felt at 
first, I’m so glad I made it a habit to treat future-me this 
way!” 

BeeTonks394 commented, “Morning-me appreciates that 
Night-me preps coffee and cleans up before going to bed.”100 

  

 
100 Source: OK-Organization-3135, “Ladies, what are the habits that 
make your life better? Which of them could you recommend to 
others?” Reddit. AskWomen. 8 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/p0f118/ladies_what_a
re_the_habits_that_make_your_life/>. 
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APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have downloaded and 
adapted from the WWW. I will not make a dime from it. The use of this 
information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of 
a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for 
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching 
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made 
of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered 
shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 
of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 
copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 
copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair 
use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  

I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good deeds, and 
this book about Good Samaritans is a good way to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the editors want 
to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  
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Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit posts, and 
letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with correcting an obvious 
misspelling. 
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APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 
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King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 
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Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

 

 


