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Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What Is One Of The Best Conversations You Ever 
Had And Who Was It With?” 

1) eiroai wrote: 

“My sister and I took a road trip together. We went to a bar. 

“This guy comes to sit with us, which is fine because he’s 
polite about it. The conversation gets more and more 
interesting, and it turns out he knows a lot about a lot of 
things. I think he claimed to be a genius. I was in university 
studying physics, and there was one thing that I couldn’t 
quite understand. It was a difficult phenomenon, but the 
book barely explained so I didn’t understand, which bugged 
me. So when he claimed to be super smart, I brought up that 
phenomenon and he knew what it was, and he understood it 
at least better than me. Mind blown: He didn’t even study 
physics. 

“All in all, best conversation ever. It was such a surprise, and 
a very easy-flowing and so-interesting conversation. That’s 
the day when I learned that I love talking to people smarter 
than me!” 

2) queenoreo commented, “I’m a middle-age mom so nights 
where my friend group can all get together and truly BE 
together are difficult and rare. One night we met up at a beer 
garden and moved on to the next bar and ended up in a 
corner, drunk and doing ‘deep thoughts.’ It was just one of 
those nights you have in college and high school, talking 
about everything from your insecurities, to sex, to what we 
wanted next in life. It’s been a few years, but it was truly a 
night I won’t forget.” 

3) souponastick wrote, “The most recent was a conversation 
I had with an old roommate who split on bad terms. He’d 
previously disappeared from our friend group for a decade. 
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I’d asked him why he didn’t come back sooner. He said, ‘I 
was ready after two years, but I didn’t know what to say.’ I 
responded with ‘a simple hi probably would have worked.’ 
Eighteen months after I evicted him, he called me and simply 
said, ‘Hi,’ when I answered. I knew exactly who it was, even 
with a different phone number, and it was really freaking 
nice to hear from him.” 

4) that_girl_you_fucked wrote, “I used to sneak out to my 
best friend’s house in high school and we’d lie on her roof 
for hours and talk about everything. I really miss that roof 
lately.” 

5) Phigwyn wrote, “Dream conversation I had with my 
departed friend. Everything was white around us, and I 
missed him so much and I was so happy I could see him 
again. I woke up feeling as light as a feather.” 

6) Vaughanstrangle wrote: 

“On graduation day I was in a pretty bad wreck. The car was 
totaled, but luckily everyone was all right after some brief 
trips to the hospital. In the following months, I started 
college and at the same time I fell into a bit of a depressive 
slump. 

“Due to no longer having a car, I relied on public 
transportation to get to and from work and school. One 
afternoon in late October (it was raining and not rather 
pleasant out) while waiting for a bus to get to work, a 
gentleman with Down Syndrome came up to me, and said, 
‘Hi, how are you?’ I replied with the usual ‘I’m good. How 
are you?’ Then he replied with a bit of his life story. He said, 
‘I’m Great! I am on my way home, I was at the hospital. I 
was really sick and they had to do surgery’ (and pointed to 
his chest). After I asked if he was okay, he continued with 
‘It was last year. I needed a pace maker; this was just a 
check-up!’ as he pulled at his shirt collar to show the large 
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scar he had. ‘I‘m really great, I feel much better! Are you 
going home?’ … and our conversation continued well into 
the bus ride across town, and when his stop came, he got up 
and when he got to the doors of the bus, he yelled, ‘I hope 
you have a great day!’ with a big smile and a wave. 

“I guess it’s not so much the conversation that was so 
impactful, but the manner in which he viewed life, having 
being dealt a rough hand with requiring a pace maker and 
what not, yet still being so happy and positive. It opened my 
eyes as to how much there really is to be happy about. He 
has been a pretty big inspiration in my day-to-day life and 
that quick half-an-hour has made a huge impact even after 
five years.” 

7) passionkiller wrote, “Man, it’s hard to narrow it down. 
My boyfriend and I have some deep conversations pretty 
often about anything and everything. The world. Video 
games. What being together is all about. And I love it! Just 
this last weekend we were discussing TV shows we used to 
watch as kids and I never wanted it to end.”1 

2. “People Who Are Sexually Aroused By Surgical 
Masks, How Has This Year [2020 (Year Of COVID)] 
Been To You?” 

re-e_kid wrote, “Hard.” 

localgasgiant commented, “And that, children, shows how 
brevity is the soul of wit.” 

 
1 Source: dnswl001, “What is one of the best conversation you ever had 
and who was it with?” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3bopfes>. 
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FrostByteCND commented, “I saw the title of this post and 
said to myself, ‘If the top comment isn’t already hard, I’m 
going to get so much karma.’”2 

3) “What Is Your Most Vivid Childhood Holiday 
Memory?” 

1) elle-10810 wrote: 

“We used to go to west Wales (UK) every summer and stay 
in my dad’s relatives’ holiday home by the beach. My 
brother and I had a stuffed toy each that we loved, I had a 
badger called Badger and he had a fox called Fox. I must’ve 
been about six and my brother nine. I left Badger at the beach 
and realised it later when it was dark; we knew Badger 
would’ve been washed to sea. My mum donned her swimsuit 
and walked the mile back to the beach in the dark and she 
found Badger. In my mind she’d swam five miles out to sea 
to find him, among sharks and dolphins. In reality he was 
probably just bobbing in the surf. Lol. 

“When she got back, wet and in the dark, with Badger, my 
brother was so happy for me that he threw Fox up in the air. 
Fox hit the light and blew all the electrics in the cottage.” 

Note: In the UK, “holiday” means “vacation.” 

2) Yonderponder wrote: 

“When I was six or seven, we’d go to my grandmother’s 
house on my dad’s side Christmas morning. Dad was one of 
four siblings, all of whom had spouses and multiple kids. So 
there were twenty of us or so all gathered. 

 
2 Source: Priamosish, “People who are sexually aroused by surgical 
masks, how has this year [2020] been to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y22ww5gv>. 
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“My grandmother wasn’t rich and lived in a not-great part of 
town, but she loved Christmas and she loved splurging on 
her grandkids. Going there was like magic. I very clearly 
remember two things: 

“That when we got there, her full-sized Christmas 
tree was never visible except for the tippy top. It was 
always hidden behind a literal wall of presents. As a 
six-year-old it was amazing to see. 

“That when we got there, her kitchen table was never 
visible either. It was always covered in pies. Soooo 
many pies. We had good [healthy] food, too, but the 
literal ocean of pies is what sticks with me. 

“I miss my grandma, augh.” 

3) msstark wrote: 

“Getting a Super Nintendo from Santa when I was six. 

“When I went to hug Santa, I noticed the red curly hair 
sticking out of the cap. I put it together with the voice, and 
realized it was our neighbor Marlene. My suspicions were 
confirmed when my mom gave Santa a box to deliver to 
‘Marlene’s very nice boy,’ who’s about my age. 

“To this day I have no idea why Marlene’s husband couldn’t 
be Santa instead.” 

4) pingusaysnoot wrote: 

“My older siblings waking me up in the night and taking me 
downstairs to peek through the door. My dad had dressed up 
as Santa and was putting presents under the tree for us. They 
had all orchestrated it for me. The next day, I had been gifted 
loads of Polly Pocket sets (it was the 1990s!). Best Christmas 
ever as a kid. 



 6 

“It was the last Christmas we had together as a family before 
my parents got divorced, so it’s bittersweet but a really 
happy memory.” 

5) KinittinAndBitchin wrote: 

“It was the same memory almost every year. 

“My dad, my brother, and I would set up the Christmas tree. 
Dad would put on the Disney Christmas album (God bless 
that man for putting up with that CD for years and years and 
years), and he’d cart down the big tree box from the storage 
room while my brother and I carried down the boxes of 
ornaments. We’d help him sort out the branches, and then 
put the tree together — my brother was in charge of handing 
him branches, my dad would hook them into the tree, and I’d 
‘fluff’ them. Then I’d hang the ornaments while my brother 
draped tinsel all over everything he could reach. Then I’d 
carefully arrange the manger scene, and the second my back 
was turned, Dad would move it around so that the wise men 
were sniffing the camel’s butts, and I’d get so MAD every 
year. 

“After the tree was up, we’d run into the kitchen to help 
Mom make Christmas cookies. There’d be arguments 
aplenty about which cookie cutter to use (my brother liked 
stars, while I insisted that the angels were clearly the best 
ones). After baking and poorly decorating the cookies (none 
of us were any good at decorating), we’d proudly carry the 
cookies into the living room so that we could all watch Dad 
turn on the lights on the tree.” 

6) ActualSanta wrote, “We had wrapped up books and 
empty boxes to make it look like we had gifts under the tree. 
My dad stopped by Christmas morning, and we had to 
convince him we didn’t want to open anything yet. He knew 
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we were pretty broke, but it was my mom’s pride on the 
line.”3 

4. “Women Of Reddit, What Was Your Greatest 
Breakup Line?” 

1) viceoldgranny wrote, “A man cheated on me once. I told 
him that ‘a second-class lay just cost you a first-class lady,’ 
and never spoke to him again.” 

2) burger_queen45 wrote, “Not my line, but, one of my 
friends back in junior high broke up with her boyfriend by 
saying ‘TTYN [Talk To You Never] Chris.’ Hahahaha.” 

squarewafflez commented, “That sounds like the most 
junior-high thing.” 

3) DoubleDuke101 wrote, “It’s not me, it’s definitely you.” 

4) SophieL2018 wrote, “See you next Tuesday. ‘C’ ‘U’ ‘N’ 
‘T.’ My favourite acronym. (I hope this isn’t too 
inappropriate.)” 

squarewafflez asked, “Did you really say that?” 

SophieL2018 responded, “It was a fling, he was very rude at 
a bar, I walked off and said , ‘See you next Tuesday.’ He 
looked confused, but I knew I just called him a dirty word. I 
felt great about it being my final breakup line after him being 
rude.”4 

 
3 Source: shortstory16, “What is your most vivid childhood holiday 
memory?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3sudcr7>. 
4 Source: squarewafflez, “Women or reddit, what was your greatest 
break up line?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5s3jwyw>. 
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5. “What’s A Good Way To Let Your Crush Know You 
Like Them?” 

1) 8542Madness wrote, “Be direct, but don’t be overbearing 
about it. I’ve seen too many people go way overboard and 
say too much in a panic, and it is only off-putting and 
confusing for the person receiving that. Stay calm. The best, 
smoothest admission of a crush I ever saw was short and 
casual. My friend walked up to a guy and simply said, ‘Hey, 
I really like you. If you don’t feel the same, I won’t push 
things because I really value our friendship the way it is now 
and I don’t want to lose that. Otherwise, there’s a great 
breakfast place nearby I’d like to take you out to this 
weekend.’ They went on one date, decided it wasn’t 
working, and remained steadfast friends who enjoyed a 
breakfast together once. My friend avoided making her 
confession awkward for the guy, made it short, sweet, and 
direct, and expressed her feelings plainly. Every time I’ve 
seen someone follow those rules, things have gone great for 
them.” 

2) AstroWolf1 wrote, “Obviously this is anecdotal and I 
have no way of knowing if this is the norm or I just got 
extremely lucky, but twice I caught feelings for a really good 
friend, ended up telling them, and in both cases they were 
just like, ‘Oh, well, I don’t see you like that, but it doesn’t 
change anything for me, you’re still my friend.’ To this day 
they are both a couple of my best friends.” 

3) gucciriem wrote: 

“A couple of things worth noting. 

“Worst case scenario is you’re gonna lose a friend and it 
takes some time but you’ll make a new one. 

“The friendship might be damaged, but if you’re good 
friends, you’re gonna get over it. Honestly, the world isn’t 
like a drama series: It’s not that binary. It’s all a matter of 
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time, experience, and emotions. I’ve slept with my best 
friends and we’re still good afterwards. I’m good friends 
with my ex-girlfriend after we had a relationship which was, 
at that time, not a good / healthy one. 

“Also, that you have a crush on them now does not mean 
you’ll have a crush on them forever, but the feeling of having 
a crush on someone and not seizing that opportunity is awful 
and I personally hate that shit. It’s scary to tell them because 
it puts you out of a safe-space into a vulnerable position, but 
in the end what life is worth living when you don’t take 
chances.” 

4) ElPapaGrilli wrote, “Tell them. I loved a girl for years in 
high school and couldn’t get over it. I was so scared of telling 
her that I waited and waited and waited until she started 
dating a guy. That was the moment I could get over it, and a 
few days later I discovered that she liked me, too, but got 
tired of waiting.”5 

6. “Has Lack Of Experience Physically Ever Affected 
Your Relationship With Someone, And How?” 

1) KombuchaEnema wrote:  

“What I’ve learned is this: 

“Enthusiasm / willingness to learn > experience.” 

2) Ms_WorstCaseScenario wrote, “I almost broke up with 
my (now) husband after we had sex for the first time because 
it was terrible, so I thought we just wouldn’t work out. But I 
was telling a mutual (male) friend afterwards and he said that 
since I had always dated men who I’d had great sex with and 

 
5 Source: SwagPuppy01, “What’s a good way to let your crush know 
you like them?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2rao9rl>. 
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they ended up being jerks and breaking up with me, maybe 
I should try doing something DIFFERENT this time. I took 
his advice, and I gave my future husband some feedback as 
to what he might improve. (I didn’t say, ‘You suck in bed 
and you need to fix it!’ But he asked if there was anything 
that I would like him to do differently ,and I was honest 
about it.) And he learned very, very well. And we have been 
married 13 years very happily, and I can’t imagine life 
without him.” 

3) MaggieLuisa wrote, “Nope. Lack of experience and 
willingness to learn is way better than a guy who thinks he’s 
a sex god and then gets annoyed when his magic moves 
aren’t working for you. Hint: ‘But girls like that!’ is never 
the correct response to a woman telling you not to do x to 
her, please.” 

4) BigFinnsWetRide wrote, “I didn’t know enough of what 
I liked, and I didn’t realize how much I was being taken 
advantage of. It took too long for me to say no to things that 
made me uncomfortable. Other than that, it’s never been an 
issue. You can always learn how to be good at things, if your 
partner is willing to teach you what they’re into. And 
everyone is different, so you kind of have to relearn with 
every partner anyways.” 

5) ironmantacocat wrote, “My boyfriend and I were each 
other’s first relationship, so we came in inexperienced both 
romantically and sexually. We were both really 
communicative and honest about this, and it was really nice! 
There were times when things were awkward in the 
bedroom, but we always did our research and reflected on 
what felt good, and what didn’t. I also liked the innocence of 
those first few months when everything was new to us and 
scary. There were times when we’d just admire each other’s 
bodies and map them out, without even doing anything 
sexually.” 
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6) TheThoughtfulLemon wrote: 

“Yes and no. It was hilariously obvious that my issues with 
rhythm stemmed from lack of experience. It was like trotting 
on a horse, flopping around in the saddle pretending I was a 
seasoned jockey. Well, that was apparently a dead giveaway. 
We laughed it off and worked on it with communication and 
plenty of funny mishaps. 

“Can’t get better without decent experience and any partner 
worth their salt should understand that and embrace it.”6 

7. “What’s The Meanest Way You’ve Rejected 
Someone?” 

1) nbeforem wrote, “He gave me flowers at work in front of 
coworkers, and I threw them in the trash in front of him. He 
just wouldn’t take no for an answer.” 

burratabandit commented, “I did something like this, too. 
Except I was 15, and it was a neighbour who lived in our 
complex. I thought we were friends, but it turned out he was 
only friends with me to … anyway. That was my first 
experience with that. I got scolded by another mom for 
hurting his feelings.” 

burratabandit added, “It was the first time he tried ‘asking 
me out.’ He repeatedly asked after my saying ‘no.’ He was 
three years older than me and made quite a few heavily 
sexual comments about my body. So I assume he wanted to 
have sex with me, too.” 

2) AnxiouslyHonest wrote, “Grade 6 dance. We were 
‘dating’ for three days. I told him I didn’t like him anymore 

 
6 Source: teecakes28, “Has lack of experience physically ever affected 
your relationship with someone, and how?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 
November 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y22pxnlf>. 
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and continued to dance. He sat on a bench while ‘Break Your 
Heart’ by Tio Cruz and Ludicris played. It was ruthless. and 
I feel so bad looking back.” 

3) Fabulous_Alpaka wrote: 

“I threw his drink in his face. 

“I was sitting at a bar talking to a friend when a guy neither 
of us knew squeezed between us. He asked me to dance with 
him and wouldn´t take no for an answer. Then he tried 
grabbing my hand and pulling me to the dance floor. Instead 
I grabbed his drink and aimed for his face. He then gave up 
and went away.” 

4) Confetticandi wrote: 

“I sent them an essay of their faults before blocking them. 
I’ve done that a few times. 

“I don’t take pleasure in doing it. They just repeatedly 
persisted after I told them over and over again that I wasn’t 
interested and gave them reasons why I was not. 

“So in that situation, what are you supposed to do? I felt that 
laying it all out there one final time and expressing how 
absolutely not attracted you are to them, and how much 
they’ve pissed you off by not listening to you when you’ve 
tried to tell them that, is probably the most straightforward, 
honest way of ending communication.” 

5) hotnovembernight wrote, “I don’t get ‘mean’ about it until 
I feel my boundaries haven’t been respected, so then you 
could argue it’s being assertive more than mean. I think 
ghosting is probably the meanest because that’s really hard 
on most people, but if a person won’t take no for an answer, 
then there’s only so much you can do.” 

6) sadmaddz wrote, “I had a Tinder date, and we went out to 
a bar together. I wasn’t interested, so I feigned being tired 
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and drove him home. After dropping him off, I went straight 
back to bar and partied with friends.”7 

8. “What’s The Weirdest Date You’ve Been On?” 

1) TheApiary wrote, “The actual date was really basic, in a 
bar. Nothing bad happened, but we were both not feeling it 
at all and it was time to go, so we headed out. And then we 
realized that we were about to get on the same subway and 
be stuck together for another hour. We both froze a little, and 
then, bless him, he just said, ‘Oh, wait, I remembered I need 
to buy a pair of shoes!’ and ran into a shoe store and I got on 
the train alone. Dude, if you are reading this, you handled 
that incredibly well and I hope you find someone great!” 

2) honeyapplelotion wrote, “I once went to a late-night 
dinner with a boy and we decided to eat in a park and an 
army of raccoons attacked us. I still remember us running 
away. That was our first date, and we’ve been together three 
years now!” 

3) Sprinkle-drama wrote, “I had a guy take me axe throwing, 
it was actually really fun. Didn’t make it any less weird, 
though.” 

4) bluefuzzythings wrote, “February 29th. I can only seem 
to find it every four years.”8 

 
7 Source: NaanKage, “What’s the meanest way you’ve rejected 
someone?” Reddit. AskWomen. 29 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y698bznd>. 
8 Source: SlicedWaterr, “What’s the weirdest date you’ve been on?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 29 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y44lymu6>. 
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9. How Do You Feel About Girls Making The First 
Moves?” 

devildespair, “Literally every guy in this thread will be very 
happy for you to make the first move.” 

Count2Zero commented: 

“I would add to make sure that the guy UNDERSTANDS 
your move. 

“When I was a teenager, I was so amazingly naïve. A girl 
could have come to me and asked me to go out with her, and 
I still wouldn’t have gotten the message. I was an idiot back 
then. 

“If you like the guy, then by all means, make the first move. 
But don’t expect him to get the message at first. Go hang out 
with him, talk to him, and get to know him. Once he’s used 
to having you around and he’s not afraid to talk to you, he 
should get the idea to ask you out. If he doesn’t, then suggest 
that you guys go out to a movie or for drinks or whatever. 

“Looking back at my younger days, I really was an idiot. 
There were several girls who were interested in me, and I 
had no f—king clue. I didn’t really ‘grow up’ until I was in 
college, and even then, it was a slow, painful process. I’m so 
embarrassed today when I think back to those days.” 

hamasex commented: 

“Can confirm, guys are dumb as shit. 

“A very wonderful drummer from a band a friend was in 
back in high-school asked me to go to a movie. Didn’t find 
out until the end of the night that it was a date. 

“We are very bad at picking up signals.” 

akrenon commented: 
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“In middle school a girl asked if I wanted to hang out with 
her and suggested we might drink a tea or something. 
Completely oblivious me answered, ‘Nah, I don’t like tea.’ 

“It never occurred to me what she actually meant, until years 
later a buddy told me she was actually upset over it back 
then.” 

Mechanicface wrote, “Went swimming at the pier with some 
friends one summer. Later we walked to the gas station and 
were hanging out on the bench outside. One girl was leaning 
on me with her head on my shoulder, and said, ‘You smell 
good.’ My reply? ‘No, I don’t. We were just swimming in 
dirty fish water!’ Didn’t realize her thought process until 
like, now? Fuck, I’m dumb.” 

khendron commented: 

“Am guy. Am dumb as shit. 

“At university I was playing around with a bunch of people 
in the residence lounge, and was giving a very cute girl a 
piggyback ride around the room. She whispered in my ear, 
‘Why don’t you carry me up to my room?’ I answered, 
‘Sorry, guys aren’t allowed on the girls’ floor,’ and 
proceeded to give her another ride around the room.  

“I honestly thought she just didn’t feel like walking up the 
stairs.” 

Fieryirishplease commented: 

“Part of the reason my husband and I even got past the point 
of just casually chatting is because I actively pursued him in 
a way that was clear and concise. I was explicit when moving 
through the stages of dating and held a very open 
communication, no hinting, no hedging. Being so open can 
of course backfire but when it goes right, it goes really right. 
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“I highly recommend to everyone to work on being an 
effective communicator. Talk about your desires — it helps 
end the ‘he just doesn’t get me!’ bullshit.” 

kasakka commented: 

“We can be totally oblivious if you don’t say directly what 
you want. If we don’t get the hint if you invite us for coffee 
or a movie, etc., just be more direct and ask if we would like 
to go on a date. 

“If only I had a time machine and could go back in time to 
kick myself every time I did not get the hint … I actually 
would not do that because it might mean I would not meet 
my current girlfriend. She’s awesome and she actually did 
ask me out first. I had no idea she was into me. We have been 
together for even years now. 

“But also learn to be ok with rejection if they say no. As soul 
crushing as it feels at the time, the correct answer to that is 
‘That’s all right.’ It doesn’t mean you are some unlovable, 
creature, just that they are not into you. There are a lot of 
people in the world who might be compatible with you.” 

Count2Zero commented: 

“My biggest fear as a teenager was rejection — and that fear 
stopped me from even thinking about asking a girl out. I was 
so paranoid that she would laugh at me that I removed 
myself from the game before it even started. 

“Growing older and learning that one person saying ‘no’ is 
not the end of the world was a relief.” 

SafetyMan35 commented: 

“I worked at a restaurant and between shifts sat at the bar. 
The new waitress sat at the corner of the bar with me. Her 
foot kept rubbing against my leg, she asked to see my car, 
she was playing with her hair and touching my arm 
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repeatedly. I kept apologizing for my arm and leg being in 
the way. 

“Years later when reading a post similar to this, I thought 
back to that day 18 years earlier and thought, FUCK!” 

BraCha89 commented: 

“I recently pulled out the old yearbooks with my fiancée to 
show her some of the people of my past. One of the 
signatures was from a girl that said, ‘You never found out 
who I like,’ with her phone number (pre-cell phones). What 
an absolute fucking idiot I was! Young me had no clue she 
was throwing out a first move and this girl was gorgeous. 

“The sad thing is this was only one obvious example. My 
fiancée kept mentioning I was a player because all of the 
girls’ comments in the signatures. Nope, just an idiot who 
was always single because I lacked courage to ask girls out 
and was oblivious to their signs.” 

lovethenewfs_03 wrote, “As a girl, I can confirm that I’m 
also this stupid and oblivious … moral of the story, we’re all 
too dumb to see if people are making a move on us so 
everyone just has to be really obvious.” 

CJ_MR wrote, “As a lady who often makes the first move, 
do it! I find I can go a little above my league if I’m making 
the first move. If they aren’t interested, guys are usually 
pretty nice expressing their disinterest. I haven’t had a single 
bad experience making the first move.”9 

 
9 Source: StellaOnEstrella, “How do you feel about girls making the 
first moves?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxcykjbp>. 
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10. “What Was The Smoothest Thing You Said To The 
Opposite Sex?” 

1) Burstofstar wrote: 

“As I was bartending, I heard one guy say, ‘I’d never forgive 
myself if I didn’t ask for your number,’ and the girl said, 
‘Sure. Want it now or tomorrow morning?’ Smoove move, 
girl.” 

“Edit: Let me clarify that they had been chatting and flirting 
for close to an hour, and the bar was about to close.” 

2) Moped_and_bread wrote: 

“I was drunk and saw this real beautiful girl and started 
rambling to her about how beautiful she was in front of all 
these people. it was so not smooth but she gave me a hug and 
said, ‘You’d be in if I didn’t have a boyfriend.’ 

“Probably a lie. but she was laughing and smiling and that’s 
all I needed.” 

3) LillyTaureiel wrote: 

“My best friend asked for my opinion on his in-game 
character. His exact words were ‘thoughts on me (visually)?’ 
via in-game chat. My response? ‘11/10. Oh, wait, you meant 
your in-game character.’ 

“Smoothest thing I’ve ever said in my life.” 

4) Rmanager wrote: 

“I had been low-key flirting with a waitress, but my two 
wingmen were really talking me up. She seemed actually 
interested and not in the ‘working for tips’ kinda way. She 
brought the bill, which I took and began looking at it. She 
lingered a bit and with a bit of worry asked, ‘Is something 
wrong?’ 
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“‘Yeah … this doesn’t have your phone number on it.’ 

“I got her number and, yes, it really was her phone number.  

“We went out.” 

5) The_Asian69 wrote, “I was at school doing woodwork 
with a group of friends, then randomly a popular hot girl 
walks right behind me and said, ‘What you making, [insert 
name].’ (Right now I’m sanding down some wood.) I don’t 
look up at all and say ‘stuff’ in the most monotone voice. 
Then she stood there for a little while and then walked away. 
After that, my friends all laughed how bad I was and called 
me Mr. Smooth Talker after that.”10 

11. “What Was Your ‘Oh, My God, I’m Living In A 
Dumb Sitcom’ Moment?” 

1) mauxly wrote: 

“I had a boyfriend of years break up with me out of the blue.  

“He wouldn’t tell me why — just said that I ‘knew already.’ 

“I was dumbfounded. We remained friendly, though. 

“A few weeks later he came out with it: ‘Who is Matt?’ 

“I didn’t know a Matt. 

“Turns out that in our sex adventure, while I had a bad cold 
(which maybe wasn’t the best idea) I was moaning, ‘Oh, 
man! Oh, man!’ But it came out as ‘Oh, Matt! Oh, Matt.’ 

 
10 Source: BakedCocaine, “What was the smoothest thing you said to 
the opposite sex?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 November 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5jlncua>. 
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“Yeah. Loads of trust issues and really bad communication. 
I’m glad the relationship ended. But it was just such a stupid 
way for it to end.” 

2) slythergin wrote, “Two of my exes started dating each 
other. Both were previously identifying as straight guys. My 
friends still joke that I must be so bad I’m turning them gay.” 

3) lafanecm wrote: 

“I was once at a bar with my friends and a guy I was 
currently sleeping with. Then enters the guy I was sleeping 
with the week before. THEN enters the guy I slept with three 
months ago. ALL of them happen to know each other and 
start a conversation at the bar as I look on in horror and my 
friends absolutely piss themselves laughing. I had to go past 
them to get to the bathroom as well, and they tried to get me 
to talk to them, but I was too flustered. I think they sort of 
knew about each other but not for sure. 

“PS: Please don’t judge. Haha. I was going through a bit of 
a ‘daddy issues slutty’ phase. Haha.” 

Squishy-tofu commented, “Girl, you never have to apologize 
for sleeping around.” 

wobbly_wombat_ commented, “I, too, am an alumni of the 
‘going through a hook-up phase as a coping mechanism for 
daddy issues’ club! To be honest, that phase might have 
never ended. Lol.” 

almightyblah wrote, “Oh lord, you just reminded me I had 
something similar happen. I (very briefly) started dating this 
guy. It didn’t work out, thankfully, but I had been welcomed 
into his friend circle and remained after things ended. And 
then I slowly made my way through the group. Slept with 
him, one of his roommates, then another two friends who 
were roommates with each other but not with the first two. 
Then I met my husband. Now-Husband / then-boyfriend 
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needed a place to live, he had also become friends with said 
group, and first pair of roommates let him have their spare 
room. I was at their place visiting Now-Husband when the 
second set of roommates decided to pop by for a visit. Six of 
us, just hanging out, when one of them blurts out, ‘Hey, 
AlmightyBlah — you’ve slept with everyone in this room.’ 
WELP, THANKS FOR THAT.” 

waffles_505 commented, “Oh, my god, that’s amazing. I’m 
expecting that to happen to me one day. All the guys I’ve 
dated in my city are musicians who have all played shows 
together. Also, all their names start with J for some reason.” 

4) wobbly_wombat wrote, “I went on a date with a cute guy 
that I met through Tinder and we had a mutual friend. We 
had a good time and walked back to his place. I was decently 
drunk, and when he opened the door, I had the biggest wave 
of deja vu. He started showing me around and in my head I 
was like, ‘Wait, I’ve been on this tour before. Have I hooked 
up with this guy before? There’s a nude poster of Jennifer 
Aniston in the kitchen by the sink.’ Sure enough, poster was 
right where I knew it would be. That detective work sobered 
me up and I finally realized that I hadn’t slept with this guy 
before, but I had slept with his roommate.” 

5) IcyTotal9489 wrote: 

“So back in high school I was on a date with my first major 
boyfriend. We had been dating about four months at this 
point. We went to a Dairy Queen, and we were finishing our 
blizzards. 

“I wasn’t feeling very well at that point . 

“Anyways, he leaned over and said, ‘I love you,’ and I said, 
‘I love you, too.’ 

“Then I puked on him. 
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“Multiple times. 

“I can never go back to that Dairy Queen. 

“But we have been together for nine years and just got 
married, sooo ….” 

6) superastrofemme wrote, “I like to think I’m a cool, 
together kinda person, then I remember the time I got 
trapped in a cocktail dress while at a hotel and had to call 
down to the front desk for scissors and then answer the door 
with a dress bunched around my waist and a towel wrapped 
around my tits.” 

7) Sweet_N_Vicious wrote, “I used to not have a washing 
machine so I would go to the laundry mat to do laundry. I 
would fold my clothes at home. While I was folding my 
clothes, I saw some panties that were definitely NOT my 
panties. I approached my boyfriend and asked him, ‘What is 
the meaning of this?’ He started laughing and said it was 
probably laundry stuck in the public dryer.”11 

12. “If You Had The Choice Of Being Attracted To Men 
Or Women, Which Would You Choose?” 

Bedrock010 added, “A common theme is for straight women 
to wish they were attracted to women due to bad past 
experiences with men and misogyny. One example being the 
expectation to do most of the chores. Any other examples 
you wish to give? I’m really curious.” 

1) ik101 wrote: 

 
11 Source: WYMZYR, “What was your “OMG, I’m living in a dumb 
sitcom” moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyhc9485>. 
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“I feel like people are misunderstanding the question when 
they answer why they are attracted to men or women. That’s 
not the question. 

“As a lesbian, if sexuality was a choice I would be attracted 
to men. Life would be so much easier, people wouldn’t stare 
or yell at us on the street, we would be able to have biological 
children, family wouldn’t be difficult about it. We wouldn’t 
have to fight discrimination. 

“Answering ‘men, because women do nothing to me’ shows 
you don’t understand the question. You would feel the same 
for either men or women if sexuality was a choice. 

“Edit: Saying women because of misogyny and sexism 
within the relationship is definitely a good point and 
something I didn’t think of since I don’t experience this.” 

srhibth731 commented: 

“You make such a good point. I’m straight, and I have a lot 
of problems with how many men act and how much 
misogyny I’ve dealt with in my life so far. 

“BUT, as a straight person my life is overall much easier and 
simpler. It’s easier to date, I face less judgment and hatred, I 
don’t have to explain my love life to the people around me, 
I’m not discriminated against. 

“Also, queer women still deal with a lot of misogyny. Yes, 
within a relationship that is eliminated, but you still deal with 
catcalling and random harassment, workplace 
discrimination, etc. You still feel the societal effects of being 
a woman.” 

DoKtor2quid commented: 

“Gay woman here. Thank you for understanding. 
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“Behind our front door, life is everything I could wish for. 
Outside, though … misogyny and homophobia to deal with. 
Being gay just means my partner understands me. Being 
female means I still deal with all the shit outdoors, with 
added gay-hate.” 

ClitasaurusTex wrote, “As a recently out lesbian who 
married my elementary school sweetheart and has been with 
him for 20 years, I would absolutely choose men. Coming 
out is hard enough, but I’ve had to come out knowing that it 
will devastate the only family I have, the sweetest man in the 
world who even after coming out has treated me perfectly. 
My toxic family abandoned me when I was a teenager, but 
he stuck around all this time and it isn’t fair that this is what 
he gets out of me in return. When I realized what was ‘wrong 
with me,’ I tried extremely hard to choose men. To the point 
that I was having mental breakdowns and was suicidal. But 
it doesn’t work that way.” 

2) itsabigdill wrote, “Can I choose neither? I would give up 
my sexual attraction.” 

3) citylights_ wrote, “Men. I genuinely like men. I like 
talking to them. I like being around them.”12 

13. “What’s The Worst Gift You Ever Received?” 

83_RedBalloons wrote, “My husband gave me a vacuum 
cleaner for my Christmas. It was a very good one, the best 
on the market. But still … a vacuum cleaner.”13 

 
12 Source: Bedrock010, “If you had the choice of being attracted to men 
or women, which would you choose?” Reddit. AskWomen. 2 
December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4t9n3so>. 
13 Source: SayLittleDoMuch, “What’s the worst gift you ever 
received?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2bn54xb>. 
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14. “People Who Got Rejected, What’s Your Story?” 

1) chris36119 said: 

“Obligatory not me proposing, but I was a witness 

“She hates big surprises and being pressured into things. He 
proposed at a surprise party in front of all their friends 
(including me) and families. She said, ‘Here and now, no.’ 

“Then she dragged him out of there by the collar to an empty 
room, told him EXACTLY how he’d messed up, stating, 
‘I’ve never doubted that I wanted to be with you forever, 
until you pulled that.’ He apologised. Then got down on one 
knee and gave her the quiet, private proposal she wanted, to 
which she said, ‘Like this, hell, yes.’ 

“Then they return to the party to celebrate and announce that 
they were engaged. 

“It was one of the most awkward 15 minutes of my life, but 
I have never respected her more!” 

2) Radddddx wrote, “I got used to it. Then starting putting 
myself out there more. More rejection happened. And once 
I got used to that, I stopped caring so much about it and then 
actually started approaching and then dating girls who I 
previously believed I had no chance with.” 

3) kingfisher345 wrote: 

“I’ve been turned down for at least 100 publishing jobs in 
my life. Really tough industry to get into — most people get 
in through unpaid internships and I couldn’t afford to do that, 
so not an option. After five-plus years of trying, last year I 
got my first in-house position! The funny thing is, I always 
thought I wanted to be an editor. I wound up in publicity and 
marketing, which I can now see suits me much better. 
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“It worked out for me, but this is not a moralistic tale of 
perseverance pays off. I’m not comfortable with the ‘Never 
Give Up’ narrative. I’m sure if I’d given up I’d have found 
something else just as good!” 

4) sokcb_ wrote: 

“This is different from a lot of what I’ve read, but it needs 
saying. 

“When I was 15, I met a 19-year-old guy through work and 
made a move. He turned me down, saying I was way too 
young. 

“Thanks, Dan. 

“I didn’t get it at the time. I was so used to being hyper-
sexualised by older men (I developed very early) that I 
thought my only value as a person was inherently sexual. 

“I know rejecting me was basic human decency, that though 
it was legal, he would’ve had too much power because of the 
age gap and my self-esteem. 

“That’s one rejection I’m forever grateful for.” 

5) Beautiful_Stretch546 wrote, “I thought we were 
becoming good friends; I liked her for a year. Finally I 
summoned the courage to ask her out. She said no, was rude 
about it, and now hates me. I say nothing to her and she either 
barks orders at me or pretends I don’t exist. (We work 
together.) I don’t understand the psychology behind this. 
Isn’t being liked and cared about by someone a nice 
thing?”14 

 
14 Source: RedCowYT2, “People who got rejected, what’s your story?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 3 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yyznfydh>. 
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15. “What Are Some Of The Cute / Wholesome Things 
Humans Do?” 

1) ThatOneShrew wrote, “Give flowers. If you really think 
about it, it’s basically just you liking a plant and thinking 
another person would like it, so you’re just like, ‘Here, have 
this plant. I like it, maybe you do, too.’” 

2) stevemanns wrote, “Holding hands. You’re giving one of 
your main things that you always use to be closer to your 
partner.” 

3) Bach2Bach wrote: 

“Mom thoughtfully takes the butter out of the fridge first 
thing when she gets up early in the morning. 

“That way, the butter spreads easily when the rest of us get 
up later for breakfast.” 

4) Razwog wrote, “When people yawn in unison. It’s always 
a bonding moment.”15 

16. “What’s The Smallest Thing That Caused You To 
Like Someone?” 

1) refreshing_username wrote: 

“At a music festival, I heard a really cute girl comment to 
her friend about this super-buff guy who had been talking to 
them, ‘Wow, he’s pretty, but damn is he stupid!’ 

“I thought this was hilarious, so I stepped over and said, 
‘Awesome! So you’re saying I have a chance?’ They 
laughed. 

 
15 Source: XiCaTh_random3037, “What are some of the 
cute/wholesome things humans do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 December 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxufbbun>. 
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“The really cute girl and I are married now.” 

2) Back2Bach wrote: 

“When the guy who became my best friend first came to my 
place for a visit, he brought a nice cat toy for my cat. 

“My cat loved it, playing with the toy for hours as he and I 
got to know each other and bond in friendship — a 
friendship that included the cat!” 

3) itzyabo wrote, “She talked to me.” 

4) rosekai wrote, “I put a cigarette in my mouth, and he 
grabbed my lighter before I did, and said, ‘Pretty girls don’t 
light their own cigarettes.” 

5) qoj wrote: 

“I’m going to get downvoted to hell for this. 

“When my then-boyfriend told me he doesn’t intend on 
quitting his job in the future to start a restaurant / retire at 40 
/ travel after retiring but will continue to work his way up the 
corporate ladder, I was relieved and glad that he and I had 
the same life goals.” 

6) ladyapanda wrote, “In Germany back in 2017, while I was 
waiting to board a bus, a guy somewhere nearby sneezed. It 
was the cutest sneeze.” 

7) Steff_164 wrote, “I once fell head over heels for a girl 
because she knew my name. Before you ask, no, we never 
dated and yes, I’m emotionally starved.” 

8) avp1994 wrote: 

“We were friends. We spoke every day. Had so much in 
common. Flirted here and there but nothing serious. 
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“Then she baked a cake for me on my birthday. She told her 
parents she had a ‘sudden urge to bake a cake,’ bought a little 
happy birthday label and decorated the cake. She lived on 
the other side of the country. And waited until midnight my 
time (3am hers ) to wish me. Sent me an absolute mammoth 
of a paragraph saying how much she appreciates me as a 
person and what not, then a video silently singing happy 
birthday and blowing out the candle for me. 

“Nobody has put in effort for me like that. I was legit 
speechless by this. So I started to develop feelings. I did tell 
her how I feel eventually, but sadly some of her dickhead 
friends didn’t want me with her so they decided to make up 
stories about me saying I was a fuck boy. (I have only ever 
been in a relationship with one other person.) She then grew 
distant and eventually just stopped talking to me. When I 
heard what the friends did, I was livid! But by the time I 
acted on it, she had moved on and found another guy. 

“I will forever hope her friends stub their toes and step on a 
Lego at least once a day.”16 

17. “[Serious] How Did Your Family React And What 
Events Took Place Once You ‘Came Out Of The 
Closet’?” 

1) Mackheath1 wrote: 

“I was 21 dating a dude in the Marines, absolutely terrified 
telling my parents, and my dad (a Colonel in the Army) got 
angry at me, because ‘Marines! There are plenty of them in 
the Army!’ 

 
16 Source: slammthesalami, “what’s the smallest thing that caused you 
to like someone?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2u6dbwq>. 
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“I know you requested a serious reply, but this is what 
happened in all seriousness, even though it makes me laugh 
out loud till this day.” 

SourNotesRockHardAbs commented, “Now I get it. It’s a 
joke about rivalry between branches of the military.” 

Mackheath1 replied, “Yah, it was in the end a comic relief 
to years of not telling my parents who I was — especially 
with a Colonel as a father. I was terrified; then he pulled a 
dad joke.” 

2) shitepostsrus wrote, My mom was just excited she didn’t 
have to worry about me getting pregnant.” 

forfunstuffwinkwink commented, “That was my reaction 
when my daughter came out to me.” 

3) 5539444423 wrote, “I came out to my aunt on 
Thanksgiving a few years ago (which she always cooks for) 
and the same day I told her I was a vegetarian. She didn’t say 
anything about the gay thing, but she said, ‘So, no turkey?’” 

EverybodyIsAnEgg commented, “Great response, to be 
honest.” 

4) ElleCBrown wrote: 

“When I was 23, I was sure I was a lesbian. I told my sister 
and she basically said, ‘I was wondering when you’d figure 
it out, you’ve always been much more drawn to women in 
every way.’ I was surprised, because I thought my admission 
was shocking (it was still shocking to me), and expected a 
much more dramatic response. 

“Well, then it turned out that I wasn’t actually a lesbian. I 
was in one brief same-sex relationship after that 
conversation with my sister, but went on to have several 
relationships with men. It wasn’t until a few years ago that I 
finally was able to admit to myself that I was bisexual, and 
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it was only last month that I said it out loud. I once again told 
my sister, and she was supportive and asked a lot of 
questions. I told her daughter, my niece, who is lesbian, and 
she just high-fived me and asked what my type is. I haven’t 
told my mom and likely never will. Jesus and the Bible are a 
big thing in her life, and she already has an issue with same-
sex relationships, so I think trying to explain bisexuality 
would shock her into oblivion. 

“It took me 20 years to be honest with myself, and it feels 
really good.” 

AshMeads_Kernel asked, “So how does that work with your 
mom? Are you a permanent bachelor in her eyes?” 

ElleCBrown answered: 

“Kinda. I’m 41, so the fact that I haven’t ever been married 
or had kids is a major source of concern for her. She’s always 
pointing out men whom she thinks  I should be interested in, 
and she says she’s only staying alive to see me have children. 
I always tell her then she must plan on being immortal 
because I’m not having any kids. 

“My mom also has Alzheimer’s, so it’s not even worth going 
into my sexuality and all that, because I’d have to do it 
repeatedly. And I think it would just confuse her.”17 

18. “How Did You Meet Your Best Friend? And What 
Are Some Things People Do?” 

1) Booner999 wrote: 

“I have a group of three friends whom I grew up with. 

 
17 Source: Zanfish_yt, “[Serious] How did your family react and what 
events took place once you ‘came out of the closet’?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 3 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5365cdc>. 
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“The first one I met was in first grade. She puked on her 
lunch tray and I was terrified of puke, but I still sat next to 
her and asked if she needed to see a nurse. She gave me a 
hug and I found out later she was just nervous about being 
in a new school. She was a bridesmaid in my wedding just a 
few years ago! 

“The second one I met in first grade as well. She got mad at 
me because I said ‘yuck’ when I saw some kid eating a 
booger. She said I said the word ‘fuck’ and I said, ‘I don’t 
even know what fuck means.’ The teacher heard the 
conversation and we both had to sit on the bench for recess. 
We were angry with each other at first, but after 30 minutes 
on the bench, we became good friends! She also was a 
bridesmaid in my wedding! 

“My other friend I met in middle school. She got held back 
a year but was my lab partner in biology. She was … awful, 
but I helped her along and she was able to pass the class. We 
also played softball during the summer league, and she was 
always on my team. She was my third bridesmaid. 

“Although I live really far away from all three now, any time 
I go home to visit, I have to stop in and say hi to all of them!” 

2) Proud_Finish wrote: 

“First day of kindergarten, my mum says: ‘Look at this girl; 
she looks nice.’ 

“Me: ‘I’ll say hello.’ 

“We’re still good friends today — that was about 13 years 
ago.” 

3) AnonymouHornyGirl_ wrote: 

“It was in class when I was in year 7 (sixth grade in the USA) 
and we were both put at the front next to each other on the 
seating plan. She started off the conversation by saying, ‘I 
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like your name,’ and then that pretty much kicked off the 
conversation, and all the other conversations we had in the 
future. 

“Still best friends after seven years, and though we’ve been 
through some tough times, I still love her like family.” 

4) notyourelooking wrote, “He peed on my bed while it was 
sleeping time in kindergarten. We have been best friends for 
15 years now.” 

Redd889 commented, “So you both felt the warmth of that 
friendship from the start.” 

5) Flightsock wrote: 

“My 18-month-old niece stomps her foot when she’s really 
happy. 

“That’s the cutest thing ever.” 

6) Czarcasm3 wrote, “Give someone jewelry when we like 
them. We literally decorate the people we like. Like, ‘Hey, I 
saw this shiny rock and had to give it to you.’” 

7) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “My wife writes me a cute little 
note and puts it in my lunchbox.”18  

19. “What’s The Narrative That You’ve Been Taught By 
Society That You’ve Had To Unlearn For Your 
Happiness?” 

ohimjustagirl wrote: 

 
18 Source: beyondheat, “How did you meet your best friend?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 5 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yy2c5dvo>. 
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“That needs can be a negative sum. Sounds stupid, but it took 
me a long time to realise that some of my needs are to take 
something away, not fucking add more. 

“Feeling tired? Maybe I don’t need to eat better and add an 
extra spin class to my schedule, maybe what I really need is 
to cancel a couple of things and relax for a few days. 

“Feeling like I don’t want to have sex with my husband? 
Don’t need to add special teas and therapy, maybe 
I need some space for a day or two because I’m touched out 
from a needy baby. 

“Feeling fucking sick and tired of the housework? Maybe I 
don’t need to add mindfulness sessions and a gratitude diary, 
maybe what I really need is to hire a cleaner. 

“This stupid narrative has built up around how if we’re not 
happy, it’s because we aren’t trying hard enough, and not 
enough people seem to notice that perhaps we are 
overloaded and running on empty trying to present a perfect 
picture to the world. Instead, we focus on what is missing 
from a puzzle that already has too many pieces! 

“Obligatory edit: Thanks for the awards, you beautiful 
humans — but I’m not sure whether to be happy or sad that 
so many of you can relate to this. We all need to go on strike 
or something, and definitely quit spin class.” 

Note by David Bruce: Redditors can give awards to other 
Redditors whose posts they like. 

WalterBishRedLicrish commented: 

“I like to call it ‘above and beyond culture.’ Someday I’ll 
write about it outside of Reddit and coin a phrase. I get so 
fucking tired of everything I do not being good enough when 
I’m already stretched thin. 
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“My job — gotta go above and beyond so that I can prove I 
deserve a promotion or a raise, because just doing my 
assigned tasks and doing them well isn’t good enough. 

“My home — gotta go above and beyond and make it look 
perfect because I have ‘free time’ after work. Just cleaning 
the essentials isn’t good enough. 

“Hunting for a house — just having money for a down 
payment and getting approved isn’t good enough, gotta go 
above and beyond and write personalized letters to the seller 
proving that we’re the best buyers. 

“Gotta count my fucking steps every day, make sure I look 
amazing but not like I’ve had work done, make connections 
and schmooze with the right people because my work 
doesn’t speak for itself. 

“It’s all too fucking much! I hate going above and beyond. 
My parents never had to deal with this shit, and I don’t want 
to anymore.” 

sweetmoo commented: 

“Firm believer in everything you just listed. My last job had 
‘Fundamentals’ — 36 of them — that pushed employees to 
constantly go above and beyond, as if no act of service would 
satisfy the customers. They would have employees share 
stories for Human Resources to post each week and many of 
them included going to the customer’s home to finish 
paperwork. One of my old coworkers drove two hours away 
to make sure a couple had closing papers signed properly. 
Her car broke down on the way back. 

“It was exhausting, and I simply did not buy into it and felt 
much happier when I realized I was actually doing the work 
I was hired for and would not compromise on that.” 

ohimjustagirl responded: 
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“It’s actually really hard to recognise it, I found! The trigger 
for me was when I was trying to organise to take the kids to 
visit my mother and had to schedule it in two months’ time 
because I had no clear space in the calendar, and then that 
night I was lying in bed wondering why I felt so lonely and 
unhappy when my life was so full. 

“It’s almost embarrassing how long it took me to connect the 
dots that I had so much on my plate I didn’t have any time 
to stop and be happy, and I was wondering what was 
missing!” 

2) doublekidsnoincome wrote, “That you have to be with 
someone else to be happy (romantically). Society puts a lot 
of pressure on us to be with someone else or we’re seen as 
worthless, but after a 13-year relationship that needed to end, 
I have started to realize that is such a crock of shit. 
Sometimes being alone or being single is actually what is 
best for us and it’s perfectly fine to be out of a romantic 
relationship. You can have fun and see people and remain 
single. You don’t have to date. You can live alone. I really 
enjoy my freedom and having the bed to myself and just 
worrying about my needs for once.” 

dimpld9 commented: 

“Ah-greed. 

“I used to think I HAD to marry a high school sweetheart or 
a college boyfriend, and when neither happened, I was very 
frustrated. I thought I lost time and all the chances of 
snagging a husband because that’s what happened in movies, 
in books, and in a lot of cases around me in real life. I felt 
like I failed at relationships. Being single and in a 
relationship with myself has made me much happier and 
whole, as opposed to people and media telling me I needed 
a ‘better half.’” 
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lauraraurala commented, “Yes! Absolutely agree. There are 
a couple of older women in my extended family who are 
single and have been my whole life, but we never discussed 
it in our family growing up. It was kind of taboo, and it felt 
rude to ask about it. Obviously the insinuation there is that 
those women aren’t choosing to be single, and that their lack 
of a relationship is a failure on their part somehow. I 
definitely felt the pressure of this. My parents would never 
say out loud that they think these women have failed, and 
I’m sure if we actually had a discussion about it they might 
change their attitude… but because of this attitude, I’ve had 
to do some of my own soul searching to get to the point 
where I’m finally truly happy and feel whole as a single 
woman (for the first time ever, and it’s been only about six 
months since feeling this way) and it’s so fucking 
liberating.”19 

20. “What Is Your Favorite Nonsexual Activity To Do 
With Your Partner?” 

1) BigYearColorado wrote, “I had a stroke 18 years ago and 
ever since, I can’t braid my own hair. I have crazy long hair. 
My husband (of almost two years) found out how much I 
love to have my hair braided, so he’s learning how. We sit 
and watch movies and he just practices.” 

2) ottoginc wrote, “We used to have something we called 
‘fat kid days,’ where we spent the whole day in bed eating 
junk food, laughing, watching movies, etc. Best fucking days 
of my life. I would spend my heaven there. I miss her very 
much.” 

 
19 Source: present54, “What’s the narrative that you’ve been taught by 
society that you’ve had to unlearn for your happiness?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 5 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2mr583l>. 
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anneisabitch commented, “We have those same days. 
They’re called ‘No Pants Days’ and neither of us are allowed 
to leave the house for any reason. Pants are optional but 
discouraged.” 

3) dragonfruit_pomme wrote: 

“My brother and his long-distance partner used to have the 
problem of having nothing to talk about. Now they both get 
a newsletter that sends them both one interesting article 
every other day, which gives them a ready-made discussion 
topic. 

“Edit: For those of you Direct Messaging me, it’s 
the Thinking About Things newsletter.” 

4) umairqasim03 wrote, “We draw a tiny heart, lips, or 
smiley face on our middle knuckle and then do ‘kiss fist 
bumps’ throughout the day. We say, ‘Love you,’ in a scary, 
growly voice, mocking the time I tried to say it while having 
a frog in my throat. We point out random people on the street 
to each other and make up wild stories about their secret 
lives. Sometimes good, sometimes bad, always creative.” 

5) TheLonelyScientist wrote, “Nerf battles around the 
house. We have blasters stored in every room and I’ll lie in 
wait for her to come home, then commence my ambush like 
Cato Fong from The Pink Panther.” 

6) robbycakes wrote: 

“I had an ex whose work hours were much earlier than mine. 
She would get up silently, without bothering me, get a 
shower, get dressed in the next room, eat her breakfast, and 
make her coffee. 

“Then, she would bring her coffee back into the room and 
get back in bed, fully dressed for work, for about 15 minutes, 
gently wake me up, and we would just cuddle and talk. She 
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knew it might be the only quality time we got to spend during 
that day. She loved to listen to stand-up comedy while she 
got ready in the morning, so she would usually tell me some 
jokes that she heard, and we would laugh together. 

“Our break-up was inevitable, for a lot of reasons. But 
damned if I don’t miss that.” 

7) TA_pishelpsss wrote, “We slow-dance a lot. Not 
seriously — just whenever a slow song comes on, one of us 
will be like, ‘Can I have this dance?’ and then we’ll sort of 
slow-shift and smile at each other.” 

8) jennkm wrote, “I work as an Registered Nurse in an 
outpatient cancer clinic. When COVID first hit, with all the 
uncertainty around it, I was only going to work and home. 
So we started going for evening walks together around our 
neighbourhood (about 3km round trip) and counting the 
number of cats we would see (including a few that would 
come to us for petting). We’re still doing this almost daily. 
It has definitely helped to destress at the end of the day.”20 

  

 
20 Source: funny-4cats, “What is your favorite nonsexual activity to do 
with your partner?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4grgda2>. 
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Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What Would You Do If Your Son Told You That He 
Was Gay?” 

1) KristenTheLobster wrote, “Hi, Gay. I’m Dad.” 

SabertoothGuineaPig commented: 

“No, Dad, I’m serious!” 

“Oh, hi, Serious! Have you seen Gay?” 

ktsb commented, “In my opinion, that’s wholesome. Your 
son comes out and you are already able to joke and continue 
treating him normally.” 

2) anxiousgaypanic wrote: 

“Well, seeing as if I had a son, he’d have two dads, I imagine 
rather well. Though I imagine my future spouse will be 
glaring at me for saying something stupid. 

“Son: I’m gay. 

“Me: OH, MY GOD! ME, TOO! 

“Husband: Dear God …” 

A40 commented, “I can see the eye roll, the head shake, the 
face palm.” 

Coldfreeze-Zero wrote, “The ultimate dad joke.” 

3) barbancourt wrote: 

“Don’t have a son (or any kids), but I imagine the 
conversation would go like this: 

“‘Gay, huh? OK. Do gay guys take out the trash? Because 
those garbage bags aren’t gonna take out themselves.’” 

4) Poorly-Drawn-Beagle wrote: 
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“We’d go out for ice cream. 

“If he turns down ice cream, he is no son of mine.” 

TommZ5 commented: 

“‘Dad, I’m gay.’ 

“‘Awww, I love you no matter what.’ 

“‘Oh, also, I hate ice cream.’ 

“Promptly disowns child.” 

5) AllDarkWater wrote: 

“I’m the mom of three boys, one of whom is straight, one 
gay, and one bi. 

“He did not tell me he was gay. He told me his friends were 
trying to hook him up with some guy he did not like, and he 
liked some other guy. I said something like ‘Yeah, that 
sucks.’ By the time he realized he was gay, he realized I 
already knew, because he was always gay. Five years or so 
later he tried to tell me he is bi. Yeah, no. He is as bi as I am. 
We like guys. It is a continuum, and not everyone is in the 
middle. Now we are a few years after that, and we both 
laughed about it last month. He is as gay as his second oldest 
brother is straight. The oldest is bi, though. He is the only 
one I ever asked about whom he was attracted to, and in my 
defense I got different answers in different years. Also, my 
very gay son points out that I am old and have old thinking. 
I was used to a binary idea of sexual attraction. I have gotten 
over much of that.”21 

 
21 Source: Snowy_Senpai, “What would you do if your son told you 
that he was gay?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5v9tn5z>. 
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22. “What Was Your ‘I’m Gonna Marry This Girl / Guy’ 
Moment?” 

1) Poepyatis wrote: 

“When my girlfriend came to my room (we live on campus, 
and she came to my dorm room) and just gave me a hug. 

“I was having the worst day ever, had finals coming up, 
problems with friends, got fired from my job on campus, but 
I didn’t tell her any of it. 

“She just showed up, gave me a long, comfy hug, kissed my 
forehead, and told me she loved me. Any anxiety over finals 
or sadness from previous things I mentioned melted away. 
Immediately.” 

2) IIRedZero!! wrote: 

“I had that moment when she went to pour us some coffee, 
and put back the mug she had chosen for me and took out 
my favourite mug instead. 

“Something so small, but she paid attention to the mug I 
always used and then chose to bring that one to me. I felt all 
the love I had already been feeling inside. We are married 
three years now.” 

3) DyslexicsOnFore wrote: 

“When I was a teenager, I worked at a movie theater 
concession stand. On breaks, we were allowed to have some 
free popcorn. After a while, plain old popcorn can get pretty 
boring, so I started dipping it in nacho cheese. It’s absolutely 
delicious. Even as an adult, I would always purchase a side 
of nacho cheese for my popcorn anytime I went to the 
movies. 

“The first time I went to the movies with my wife, she 
ordered a side of nacho cheese for our popcorn. I’d never 
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met another person in my life that did that. I knew right then 
that she was special. 

“Three years later, we served popcorn with nacho cheese 
during the cocktail hour at our wedding. 

“And yes, I know that mine is pretty cheesy.” 

4) Aliregon wrote: 

“The first night I met my husband, we were at a motel on the 
beach (our mutual friend was having a birthday / goodbye 
party on the beach and at this motel room) and after everyone 
fell asleep, we were both still wide awake. We talked for 
hours and then, like a movie cliché, we took a walk on the 
beach at sunrise. As we were heading back to the more room 
to pack up our stuff, a homeless man stopped to chat us up 
and get some cash. My now-husband gave him a $50 bill 
because he was super nice, and as the homeless man was 
leaving he turned around and yelled, ‘GOD BLESS. I HOPE 
YALL HAVE SOME BEAUTIFUL BABIES!’ and again, 
this was our first time meeting so it was AWKWARD.  

“The next week we kept up with each other over text, and 
we started joking about future baby names, and it was during 
this that I was like, ‘I know this is a joke, but I really, really 
want to be doing this for real. I love this man and I want to 
talk baby names with him and have him in my life forever,’ 
and luckily he felt the same. We’re now married, have a 
BEAUTIFUL one-year-old baby boy and another baby boy 
due in January.” 

5) Applesbutnotoranges wrote, “I saw her go out of her way 
to tell someone they had toilet paper on their shoe. Then I 
knew I could trust her with my life.” 

6) HelenEk7 wrote, “When after just a couple of days after 
meeting for the first time, I felt completely relaxed around 
him. This had never happened before, so it made me think 
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— this is it! (We married two years later and are still happily 
married.)” 

7) Vampire_Bun wrote, “My now-husband and I got 
together when we were 16. When we first started dating he 
asked me to come to his room. Since we were teenagers, I 
thought he wanted to do something sexual but instead he 
showed me the game trailers to Skyrim, and from that 
moment on I knew I wanted to spend my life with him.” 

8) MarieLouise01 wrote: 

“When he put the engagement ring on my finger and 
proposed. Sure, we had been together for a year and living 
together for six months. We both felt comfortable in the 
relationship and loved each other, but after being completely 
wrong about my last boyfriend in a relationship that I was 
positive we were going to end up together, I came into the 
next relationship with no expectations. 

“After he proposed I was literally in shock for the rest of the 
day. I kept looking at the ring every so often and just felt 
detached from reality. I asked him a couple times, ‘Are you 
sure?’ Finally that night I remembered, ‘Oh, yeah, we should 
tell our family.’” 

Griffin8r commented, “The ‘are you sure?’ reaction is too 
familiar! I was the same way when my husband proposed. It 
took me by surprise — I’d never considered myself as wife 
material. I asked him several times if he was serious and told 
him I would understand if he changed his mind. That being 
said, good luck to you both!” 

9) kerdawg wrote: 

“This is going to sound super cliché but here goes. 

“I always had trouble finding girls who would like to date 
me. Had quite a few girls who were friends but none wanted 
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to take it that step further. I was very shy and awkward 
around girls. Well, I dated a bit but nothing too long term. 
My longest relationship was three weeks. Sad, I know. I was 
also super cynical and was getting to the opinion that love 
didn’t exist and I’d never find anyone who would even look 
at me twice. 

“Well, one of my female friends knew a girl who was 
recently single. She was my age and lived about 45 minutes 
away from me. My friend sent me her number and said, ‘Go 
for it.’ 

“The first time I called her I was pacing around outside a 
friend’s house in a cold sweat. When she answered the 
phone, I completely fluffed my carefully rehearsed lines and 
actually asked her if I could start again. She said OK and I 
took a deep breath and started again. 

“We met up at a little coffee shop in a mall near her house at 
about 5pm. At 11:30pm we had to say goodbye because we 
had been talking while they were packing the tables and 
chairs away. 

“Walking to my car after saying goodbye was the moment I 
knew, I HAD to marry this girl! 

“We celebrate our 7th anniversary early next year and have 
two boys who are the absolute light of our lives. 

“TL:DR: Met a girl on a blind date and knew that we had to 
get married after losing track of 6.5 hours of my day talking 
to her.” 

10) Scumbag_Stuff: 

“Me: Should we get married? 
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“Her: Yeah!”22 

23. “What Was Your ‘I Can See Why He / She Dumped 
Him / Her’ Moment?” 

Hairy_Reward_2976 wrote: 

“It’s really ironic actually. 

“When I was still with my ex, we lived with a roommate and 
we had a newlywed couple next door as our neighbors. The 
husband used to come over to our house every day for hours 
to play Magic cards (started about a week after the wedding 
and went on for months). The husband would get texts 
asking him to come home and asking him to help with chores 
or whatever, but he would hang out with my ex and 
sometimes my roommate and usually be there from like 3pm 
and not leave till like 11pm. 

“After a while the husband started asking my roommate to 
mow his lawn, carry in a fridge, move his in-laws, fix his 
wife’s car. So the chick got the hots for my roommate and 
she came on to him. He rejected her advances, but it resulted 
in their divorce because she sent a bunch of messages try to 
lure my roommate over for … entertainment. Everyone was 
shocked by her actions but me. I thought she was in the 
wrong, but to me it was also clear as day that our neighbor 
made his marriage problems by ignoring his wife and putting 
off what should have been his duties on his friend. 

“Then another mutual friend did the exact same thing with 
his girlfriend. He had my roommate over at his house doing 
chores and helping him and his girlfriend with so much stuff. 
I told my friend that he was gonna end up like our neighbor 

 
22 Source: PNWNative1992, “What was your ‘I’m gonna marry this 
girl/guy’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4uab33r>. 
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if he kept having our roommate do everything for him. My 
roommate even tried to explain that while he didn’t mind 
helping our friend he didn’t think it was smart for him to 
make himself look so lazy. At this point they even jokingly 
called him ‘Mr. Steal Your Girl.’ Well, surprise, the girl 
ended up telling our friend she thought our roommate was 
cute, so he dumped her and she was never seen again. 

“Bonus story: 

“Now the irony. Probably a year later I ended up in the same 
boat. Same roommate was the only one to help me at my 
house while I worked two jobs and my ex played games all 
day. My ex liked to talk trash about my roommate while 
accepting help and food and money from the guy every 
chance he got. And one day towards the end of a 70-hour 
week, I got frustrated about dishes and my ex told me it 
wasn’t his job to do housework and I could see my roommate 
was upset by how my ex was speaking to me, so he ended 
up cleaning with me after my ex went to his computer room. 
That’s when I knew I couldn’t do it anymore. When the 
whole deal went down with the neighbors, I could see why 
the other girl fell for my roomie, but I never thought I would. 
Unlike my neighbor, when I became a mess of emotions, I 
decided to leave my ex rather than trying to secretly flirt or 
hoe around. I broke the news to my ex that I didn’t like that 
a stranger respected me more than he did, and I was tired of 
being on my own at home and also being screamed at for 
everything (which in turn led to more screaming). I let my 
roommate know why I was leaving and apologized for any 
inconvenience I caused him by pissing off my ex since he 
lived there. He never flirted or messaged me or tried to steal 
me. He just helped me without being asked when he saw that 
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I needed it just like he did for his friends. And now I’m 
probably gonna marry ‘Mr. Steal Your Girl.’”23 

24. Where Are The Beans?” 

[deleted] wrote: 

“I admit I posted a version of this on the Relationship 
subreddit the other day, but they closed it with no 
explanation, I assume because they just decided it was fake. 
I can see how they might think that, but this is a true thing 
that happened and is happening, and now there is more to it 
because I actually got broken up with over it. 

“With all that is going on, we had stocked up on supplies, 
including some canned goods. I ordered a few weeks ago 30 
cans of beans: 10 are black beans, 10 are kidney beans, and 
10 are pink beans. Also, I ordered 15 cans of chickpeas. I 
thought this is a reasonable amount of beans and chickpeas 
to have every now and then and would last for quite some 
time. 

“However, earlier this week I opened the cabinet because I 
wanted to make a vegetarian chili using two cans of beans, 
but all of the beans were gone. What the hell? 

“I asked my girlfriend and she told me she buried all of the 
beans in the woods. 

“At first I thought she was joking, but she explained, no, she 
really had buried the beans in the woods. WTF? 

“I asked her to explain and she told me she was afraid that 
‘if things get bad’ we might have to worry about ‘looters or 
whatever’ and that the beans would be in danger of being 

 
23 Source: Oberon777, “What was your ‘I can see why he/she dumped 
him/her’ moment?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyk7feyu>. 
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stolen. I said I thought this was completely ridiculous and 
unlikely. She became angry at me and said she ‘is protecting 
our beans.’ 

“According to her logic, the beans are safely buried in the 
woods behind our apartment complex, and if we ever need 
some beans, she will go to the ‘stash’ and dig up a can or 
two, but would prefer if we save them all for ‘if things get 
worse.’ 

“I said why bury only the beans, why not bury our more 
valuable items? She said the canned food was most valuable 
for long-term means, and that since we get fresh food in our 
online grocery deliveries, it would make sense to continue to 
stockpile beans. She intends to go bury more beans in the 
woods every week. 

“This was too insane for me and I got very upset. I demanded 
to know where the beans were buried, and she refused to tell 
me. She said if I knew she was afraid I’d dig them up, I said 
damn right I would. She said ‘I will never jeopardize the 
beans.’ 

“The following day I tried to put my foot down, and I’m not 
usually a foot-downer, but there are rare issues where 
compromise is out of the question, and I foolishly decided 
this was one of those issues. I demanded to know where the 
beans were buried, and I told her if she was going to bury 
beans I paid for in the woods that I would move out. We 
fought about it, and I kept insisting. 

“In hindsight I should have just let it go and created my own 
hidden stash of beans in the apartment, and given her time to 
maybe cool down about this bean-burying scenario, but I 
blew it all out of proportion. Yeah, it’s weird to bury beans 
in the woods but why did I have to press it? What’s the harm 
at the end of the day? In the grand scheme of things? But I 
kept demanding her to take me to the beans, or at least draw 
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a map or something, and finally she BROKE UP WITH ME. 
Over the beans. I have lost the love of my life because I 
couldn’t let the damn beans go. I am in disbelief. She moved 
out. Not only am I heartbroken, but I am now paying full rent 
instead of 50%, which is a huge financial issue for me. 

“TL;DR: I kept demanding that my girlfriend show me 
where she buried the beans in the woods and she got so angry 
at me that she ended our relationship and moved out. My 
heart is shattered, and my finances are jeopardized because 
of a bean hoard.”24 

25. “Men Of Reddit, What’s The Best Compliment You 
Have Ever Received From A Girl?” 

1) mejejix wrote, “A coworker with whom I would walk to 
the bus station said, ‘I feel safe with you,’ and as a big hairy 
dude with resting murder face and a deep voice, that was 
something absolutely new to me. It’s been six years, and I 
still think about that compliment.” 

PosNegTy commented: 

“I had a similar one: I volunteered to go on a field trip with 
my son’s class. One of the other moms (not my wife) was 
expressing her worry to my wife for her son being far away 
for so long. This was first or second grade. My wife 
mentioned that I would be going, and her son was assigned 
to my group. Other mom immediately felt at ease and said 
essentially, ‘Oh, good. I know he’s safe then.’ 

“Didn’t find out until afterwards, but made me feel 10 feet 
tall for some time afterwards. 

 
24 Source: [deleted], “TIFU by demanding that my girlfriend show me 
where she buried our beans in the woods, causing her to break up with 
me.” Reddit. Today I Fucked Up. 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/t7xfbxx>. 
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“Also have said resting murder face.” 

2) HairlineGod wrote, “I walked by a young lady walking 
into a restaurant. She stopped and came back in to tell me I 
smell great. I smiled the rest of the day.” 

3) 1CrazyShady wrote, “Your dick isn’t huge, but it’s not 
small, either. Stop worrying about it.” 

Mimihapa commented, “Average is the best, to be honest.” 

4) FrequencyXII wrote: 

“During Halloween I took off my mask and some girl said, 
‘Damn, you should keep that mask off more often.’ 

“Cute girl.” 

5) fokijiv wrote, “I used to work a dirty job that also had me 
staying in hotels. I walked by a pretty girl at the front desk, 
and we nodded heads at each other as I went to my room to 
clean up. When I came back through to get something to eat 
in their restaurant, she got a shocked look on her face and 
said, ‘Damn, you clean up nice!’ Still remember it 25 years 
later.” 

6) cloudlocke_OG wrote: 

“I (M) was working in Taiwan one summer. Solid group of 
people. 

“Anyway, when time came to part ways, lots of hugs were 
exchanged. There was a traditional Muslim woman in the 
group whom I clicked so well with from the moment we met. 

“My understanding is that traditional Muslim woman do not 
make physical contact with males other than their husband. 

“Anyway, I got to her for a goodbye, I simply put my hand 
in a waving gesture and said my goodbye. 
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“She then said, ‘No, you know what? I’ll hug you.’ And we 
hugged. 

“I think about this from time to time.”25 

26. “How Did You Feel The First Time You Had Casual 
Sex?” 

1) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“I always had a good, positive view of casual sex, and I never 
felt anything other than satisfied afterwards. I never felt 
guilty or ashamed or bad about it — I’d wanted sex and I’d 
gone out and got exactly what I wanted. 

“If anything, it taught me how to be more comfortable and 
confident with asking for what I want in bed. I didn’t know 
those men and I didn’t care what they thought of me, so I 
could be as vocal as I wanted about what turns me on and 
what doesn’t. I had a lot of fun and I have no regrets. 

“I suppose the one negative was seeing one of the men the 
following weekend on a night out. As I walked past, he said 
to his friends, ‘There’s that sl** from last weekend.’ I turned 
around and said, ‘I didn’t fuck myself, so if I’m a sl** you’re 
a sl**,’ and his friends all started cheering and laughing. 
Idiot.” 

2) windowsXP_ wrote, “I don’t think I was ever against it. 
But I definitely had people tell me that I should’ve been 
against it. As soon as I became sexually active, I embraced 
my sexuality and had lots of casual sex. Nothing caused it, I 
just enjoyed it, I love lust. As far as picking people, no real 
method. I’m a big flirt and if I met someone whom I clicked 

 
25 Source: SpacedGeek, “Men of Reddit, What’s the best compliment 
you have ever received from a girl?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 December 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxwowblx>. 
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with, chances were good that we would be hooking up very 
soon.” 

3) livingbythehour wrote: 

“I loved it! At the time, I wasn’t big on commitment so 
having sex with someone I knew and connected with on a 
solid yet very vague level was fine with me. All of my sexual 
partners were people I felt comfortable enough to talk to for 
small talk but there was always an understanding there that 
this wasn’t going anywhere. 

“It wasn’t until I met a guy I actually liked and cared for that 
I started feeling awful about it. I knew I wanted more and 
was tired of sleeping around, so I kind of fell back. That 
really shattered me because in my mind, if I couldn’t have 
him, I didn’t want anyone else again (dramatic, I know). 
Eventually, after having an honest conversation, we both 
realized we had a lot of false assumptions about each other. 
I had assumed he was this handsome Devil who only wanted 
my body and didn’t really want me. He had assumed I loved 
being this free, unattached woman and didn’t really want 
him. Bada bing, bada boom, dude’s my boyfriend now.”26 

27. “What Is The Most Intimate (Non-Sexual) 
Experience You’ve Ever Had And Will Never Leave 
You?” 

1) rapidSpinningTurtle commented: 

“Back in 11th grade, this girl I used to sit on the bus with 
would occasionally hold my arm and rest her head on my 
shoulder. When it first happened, I didn’t understand. To this 
day, I still don’t understand. We weren’t dating or anything. 

 
26 Source: AngrilyUglyDuckly, “How did you feel the first time you 
had casual sex?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6axfh8x>. 
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We’ve never talked or interacted that way otherwise. 
Honestly, the amount of distance she put between me felt 
pretty random at times. Either way, she’d just … 
occasionally hog my arm on bus rides home. 

“I never said anything. I just accepted it and looked out of 
the window like usual. Gently let her know when the bus got 
to the stop. It was a nice, warm feeling.” 

sbashe5 commented, “There was a girl in my art class who 
did something similar. Just out of the blue she would lay her 
head on my shoulder in class. She’d come over to my house 
and just hang out. We’d go to the mall and she’d hold my 
arm as she walked. Like you, I have no idea why. I mean we 
were friends, but she never expressed being anything more, 
and neither did I. We’re both happily married (but not to 
each other) with our families and are still friends, but I still 
think about the good old days.” 

2) ronsinblush wrote, “Got drunk at a frat, stumbled onto 
some disgusting couch, watched people drink, dance, flirt, 
and suddenly some drunk dude stumbles onto my couch. We 
proceed to smile at each other, drunkenly talk about 
everything for a few hours. Our childhoods, our traumas, our 
hopes, dreams, goals, the world, etc. We were true kindred 
spirits. Several times he said, ‘I’ve never told anyone this….’ 
He was so easy to talk to. His name was Joel, I never saw 
him again, but talking to him was great.” 

Relying to a question about searching for Joel, ronsinblush 
commented, “This was back in 1997 at a party with a few 
fraternities and sororities together. Before I left I, asked a 
few people if they knew what frat Joel was in, but no one 
knew him. He could have not been in a frat and come with 
someone.” 

BOSH09 commented, “Drunk connections can be awesome. 
The inhibition is gone or reduced, and you can just exist in 
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that space. When it’s over, it’s over, but it’s magic in that 
time. I’ve had some great chats while intoxicated with 
friends of friends and have never seen them again. 
Bittersweet, but I like thinking about it.” 

3) deepthroathamburger wrote, “Newlyweds, got food 
poisoning on our wedding night. We spent our entire first 
three days married in a one-bedroom, one-bathroom 
apartment trading places shitting and vomiting. You know 
it’s forever when you shit your pants together.” 

4) Allgood24 wrote, “My daughter came into this world six 
weeks early. Small-town USA hospital only had a hood for 
breathing and she needed 24-hour NICU [Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit]. Less than eight hours after the C-section, they 
took her to a town 20 miles away while I had to stay for 
observation. For four days I was separated from her, getting 
updates via family and doctors. When I could finally get out, 
I walked into the NICU and she was crying while a lovely 
nurse held her. I spoke to her and she immediately looked 
toward my voice and stopped crying. This will never leave 
me.” 

Allgood24 added, “It was a powerful moment. She stopped 
crying and I started crying.” 

5) fallingleaf_271 wrote: 

“I was close friends with a girl when we were five, almost 
six … we played together every day at recess and always sat 
together during lessons. 

“At recess we did everything from looking out at the street 
through the fence while talking to each other, playing in the 
sandbox and building walls and castles, swinging together, 
playing on the seesaws, playing on the monkey bars. 

“She was really good at the monkey bars. She taught me how 
to climb up on top of them and trapeze from one to the next. 
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We always did arts and crafts projects together. She gave me 
a piece of coral from Hawaii that I still have. We always told 
each other that we would get married when we grew up. 

“June 16th, 2009 was the last day I saw her. The day we 
graduated kindergarten together. She gave me a big hug 
before she left for the last time. 

“Zoey, if you’re reading this, I miss you.” 

6) AlwaysAGroomsman wrote: 

“I was a cast member at Disney in Orlando around the time 
of the Millennium. I don’t remember the exact date, but there 
was supposed to be a big fireworks celebration (not New 
Year’s Eve) and the B-52s were supposed to play. 

“There was a hurricane and it was cancelled. Hurricane 
never showed up. An email went out to cast members in 
office roles saying, ‘In one hour, B-52s will be playing at the 
Disney Institute for cast members only.’ 

“I bust my ass over there. Tiny theatre with like 200 seats. 
There were MAYBE 30 of us there. The band played songs, 
sat on the edge of the stage, and chatted with us. It was like 
a personal show. Was the coolest moment.”27 

28. “(NSFW) People Of Reddit, What Was The Stupidest 
Thing Your Horniness Made You Do?” 

1) Manwithnolife77 wrote: 

“When I was a teenager, I fucked a jar of jelly. 

“It wasn’t fun. it was just messy and sticky.” 

 
27 Source: SuntoryStr8, “What is the most intimate (non-sexual) 
experience you’ve ever had and will never leave you?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 13 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ycldvoh2>. 
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2) BurbankElephants wrote: 

“There was a lot of junk in my house when I was younger, I 
think I was 12 or 13 and wanted to know what having sex 
was like so I found this thing, I think it was a part of a light 
fitting or something, either way it was round and had a hole 
at each end, a cylinder with no ends, basically. 

“My teenage brain said that the tube was too small to put my 
erect penis in, so the sensible thing to do would be to stuff it 
in flaccid, then get hard when I’m already in. 

“This turned out, to the surprise of nobody reading this to be 
a fucking horrible idea. The more erect I became, the more 
it constricted my penis and the more erect I became. I tried 
just pulling it off but it was on there fast. I went to the 
bathroom and ran cold water on my penis to try and make it 
go down. 

“I hoped, on that day, that I had not learned what sex was 
like.” 

3) The_Kief_Chief wrote: 

“Friend back in high school relayed to me that ‘Fucking a 
microwaved banana peel with olive oil inside of it feels like 
a vagina,’ so naturally having then never tried a real human 
vagina I grabbed a banana for a snack after coming home 
one day and stashed the peel away. When nobody was home 
I grabbed that peel, olive oiled it up, and microwaved for 
about a minute. WAY. TOO. FUCKING. LONG. 

“In my excitement I dropped trousers and penetrated the 
scalding peel, burning the shit out of my wiener. It was 
terrible. Absolutely 0/10 wouldn’t wish on my worst enemy. 

“Suffice to say that it felt nothing like a real vagina.” 

iSinging commented, “Hey I’m like your opposite twin! 
Friend told me that a frozen banana is about the same 
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hardness as a penis, so I thought, ‘What the hell, I’ll give it 
a try.’ Ever had your tongue stick to a frozen pole? Yeah. It 
was bad.” 

4) hecknomancy wrote, “I tried to jack off after cutting hot 
peppers. ( I’d forgotten washing your hands doesn’t get rid 
of capsaicin.)” 

Note by David Bruce: Capsaicin gives hot peppers their 
hotness. 

5) TinyDancer201 wrote, “My college boyfriend flew in to 
visit me, and my conservative parents made it their business 
to have at least one of them home at all times, and my mom 
was also a light sleeper so doing it in the house wasn’t going 
to work either. So in a desperate attempt, I led us to this 
creepy wood shed on the property behind my parents’ house. 
I quickly learned that bare butts and freshly chopped 
firewood don’t mix. I found splinters in parts of my body 
that there should never be splinters. Even worse: A few days 
after this the groundskeeper was chatting with my parents 
and I heard him telling them that the shed was ‘crawling’ 
with black widow spiders — a nest had hatched and they 
were everywhere.” 

6) legendary_lost_ninja wrote, “Masturbated so frequently 
with such force I gave myself sores and blisters that I needed 
to see a doctor about … didn’t see the doctor (too 
embarrassed) … got infected … really had to see a doctor 
(was less embarrassing than I had imagined).” 

acoustic-soul commented, “Damn, I can relate. I’m 35 and 
still have scarring on my dick from my teenage masturbation 
sessions. It’s always fun explaining that to a new sexual 
partner.” 

z_rabbit commented, “It took me waaaaay too long to 
appreciate the value of jerking it with decent lube.” 
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7) Electronic_You2228 wrote: 

“Got caught with pants down. 

“A Filipino scammer catfished me and recorded me 
masturbating. He threatened to send the video to everyone 
on my friends-list on Facebook. 

“I stalled him for a while until I could delete all of my 
socials. 

“Lesson: Privacy settings are a thing for a reason.” 

8) goldfish1902 wrote, “Tried to use mobile phone as 
vibrator. Washed mobile after use. Mobile died.”28 

29. “Let’s Be Honest. What Are Some Of The Downsides 
To Being A Guy?” 

1) stoebs876 wrote: 

“I wanna tell this story because I think it provides an 
interesting example for how men’s mental health is treated.  

“So I was at a party and at the time I was going through some 
emotional turmoil because of a broken relationship. 
Anyway, this guy is at the party and I’ve never seen him 
before in my life. A few hours in we’re all having fun and 
stuff, and we started playing some question-based games. 
So, he gets questioned on his biggest regret, and he basically 
starts talking about this girl he broke up with whom he loved 
and never got to tell [her? the story?]. Understandably, he 
got pretty sad about it and everyone literally just moved on. 
No one asked any probing questions or ever tried to engage 
with what he had just said.  

 
28 Source: modyghandoor, “(NSFW) People of Reddit, what was the 
stupidest thing your horniness made you do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 
December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8myty9z>. 
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“I, recently going through a break-up and knowing how 
much it hurts, noticed how sad he was and decided to pull 
him into a side room and talk to him. He and I talked for 
about an hour and a half; he spent half of it crying and 
probably a quarter of it talking about how he was suicidal. 
By the end, he was ok and I told him what I was going 
through to relate to him, and he seemed to appreciate 
knowing he wasn’t alone in what was happening.  

“The reason I bring this up is because no one, according to 
him, had ever talked to him about it. Not a single person. 
Keep in mind, he was almost openly depressed, and yet still 
no one had ever taken the time to talk him through it or 
console him. Unsurprisingly, he contemplated suicide 
regularly because of this. Nobody cared, nobody listened, he 
was totally alone and never once taken seriously. I think this 
is similar to what many men experience: a total lack of 
empathy for their situations, and people being uncomfortable 
with trying to help because men are supposed to be 
individualistic and take care of themselves.” 

2) KungThulhu wrote, “I can count the number of 
compliments I have received in my life on one hand. I never 
get hit on. I’m afraid to hit on women because I don’t want 
to make them uncomfortable. Having low self-esteem and 
being emotionally sensitive is seen as a weakness, and other 
men will look down on you for it.” 

RainyWeather1000 commented, “I can count the 
compliments I have received on no hands.” 

Witness_me_Karsa commented, “I’m afraid to compliment 
women because I’m a fat, unattractive guy and I’ve been 
called out before for being a fucking creep because I told a 
girl I liked her hair at the grocery store. Know what it feels 
like to leave the house and be afraid to talk to anyone but 
other fat guys? I’m not trying to lessen your shit; I’m 
commiserating.” 
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3) roysourboys wrote, “I’m so lonely all the time, and I know 
no one else can fix it. I’m expected to initiate all romantic 
encounters, and I’m generally awkward, introverted, and 
hate talking to strangers. Because of this, I’ve just accepted 
that I’ll probably never get married or have children.” 

Pezmage commented: 

“Hey, man, I know it doesn’t mean much, but I’m the same 
way. I’ve been more or less happily married now for going 
on 14 years and have two kids. 

“For me it was just luck. I was in a crummy retail job and 
she worked the shift before me in the same department. Her 
friends thought it would be funny to try to get us together, so 
they started goading her into inviting me to places, like to go 
hang out between classes in the evening at her community 
college or to a movie. And what started as a joke turned into 
a relationship. 

“My advice to you is to just be open to the world as much as 
you can be. I was nervous as fuck about going out and doing 
things, but I gave it a shot and got lucky. 

“All you can keep doing is rolling the dice and hoping 
eventually it’ll come up well.”29 

30. “911 Responders, What Is A Call That You Will 
Never Forget?” 

1) Hysterymystery wrote, “This isn’t mine, but a friend of 
mine fielded this call. An elderly gentleman called 911 to 
notify them that his wife had passed in her sleep. Only it was 
like 7 o’clock at night. Apparently he just couldn’t deal with 

 
29 Source: WF6i, “Let’s be honest, what are some of the downsides to 
being a guy?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yc4gutja>. 
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it emotionally, so he got her dressed, took her out to the car, 
and drove around doing his errands for the day. Watched 
some TV together. And then after 12 or so hours, he finally 
sort of accepted that she was gone and called 911.” 

phrantastic commented, “Grief makes people do some crazy 
things. I hope it helped him to have ‘one last day’ with his 
wife.” 

2) darrevan wrote, “I was working as a deputy sheriff. Got a 
911 call to the local park for a dead body by suicide. Got 
there and this lady with a flashlight waved us down. As we 
approached we yelled out asking if she was the caller. She 
said yes. We yelled out again where is the body. She said 
right here, pulled out a gun, and committed suicide right in 
front of us. She wanted to make sure we found her body 
before the kids showed up the next morning to play in the 
park.” 

Apprehensive_Art9012 commented: 

“As someone looking into the Sheriff’s Office as a potential 
career … maybe I should just mow lawns or something. 

“Can’t imagine what that must have done to your mental 
health and any possible PTSD resulting from it. Hope you’re 
in a better place.” 

darrevan replied, “You should definitely give it a try and 
then decide if it is for you. Don’t let stories that others tell 
alter your goals. Helping others is an amazing career choice 
and law enforcement always needs good people. I was a 
soldier for 23 years with four combat tours and then went to 
work in law enforcement, so I had already seen my fair share 
of ‘bad’ things, as sad as that sounds.” 
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phrantastic commented, “Oh, my goodness. That’s both sad 
and very thoughtful of the suicide victim. I’m sorry you 
weren’t able to help her, and I hope you’re doing okay.”30  

31. “What Romantic Gesture Did You Try To Make 
That Instantly And Horribly Backfired On You?” 

1) Eternal-Guard wrote, “Came to my wife for a hug … 
started out with an awww that’s so sweet. Then I made the 
mistake of over sharing that I had asked one kid to watch a 
movie and another to play a game and no one wanted to do 
anything. Then she pipes up, ‘Oh, so I’m third?’ 
Fuuuuuuuuuuuuuck.” 

Eternal-Guard added, “Great sense of humor.” 

2) Its402am wrote: 

“Wrote a letter to a crush on Valentine’s Day. Signed it as 
his Secret Admirer and left it in his locker. Watched him 
open it. Still reading, he starts to approach me. I tense up. 

“He goes, ‘[Its402Am] … look at this … it’s from Angeline. 
She wants to get back with me!’ 

“No idea how the discussion of the letter went down, but 
they totally got back together.” 

ThisGuyHere69 commented, “Hope you found someone 
else.” 

Its402am responded, “I did. I met someone a few years later 
in the tenth grade, and we got married in 2015. All checked 
out. Still, my first crush is the reason why my second crush 
had to ask me out and not the other way around.” 

 
30 Source: catsugh, “911 responders, what is a call that you will never 
forget?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yal54n7z>. 
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3) OurChoicesMakeUs write: 

“My Significant Other and I had a fight in college. So to 
apologize, the next day, I printed out a bunch of cute / funny 
memes and taped them to his dorm window and then shut 
the blinds. 

“I texted him, told him to look out his window. ‘Why?’’ 

“It was the wrong window. I was tampering with a stranger’s 
window. And probably freaked them the fuck out. When I 
explained to my SO my fuck up and we hurriedly went to 
take them off the window, the blinds were open.” 

4) icelandsmiracle wrote, “Took a date to a club; tried to do 
the tilt back while I hold her back — I dropped her. Married 
seven years now ….” 

5) hydromies wrote: 

“When young and stupid and in love, travelled to see a girl I 
had been in a relationship shortly after she started university. 
Yep, you all know where this is going. 

“We spoke on the phone, and she was so excited for me to 
visit. I was pretty infatuated. 

“On arrival, she met me with a big hug, then took me to meet 
her friend Justin at the local climbing center. Planted a big 
kiss on his lips. 

“It quickly became apparent that our relationship had ended 
from her side, despite no communication about that, and 
constant late night phone conversations, etc. 

“I was skint, having spent all the last of my money coming 
to see her, so I was unable to get home for the next six days, 
so I got the joyful experience of sleeping on the sofa while I 
listened to them loudly banging and orgasming above my 
head. 
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“I lasted one night: Walked home from Sheffield to Bideford 
the next day. 

“Worst. New Year’s. Ever.” 

6) Captain_Coco_Koala wrote: 

“In a thunderstorm I offered the girl I was on a date with my 
rain jacket (as a true gentleman should); we then both ran to 
her car. When we got there she was totally dry (fantastic rain 
jacket) and I was dripping wet from head to toe. 

“She laughed at me for being so stupid as to give my rain 
jacket away. We broke up because she thought I was so 
dumb. 

“Suppose I did dodge a bullet there.”31 

32. “When Did You Realize Your Kid Was LGBT+?” 

1) helen790 wrote: 

“My mom’s apparently had an inkling I was queer as early 
as second grade or something. Makes sense because they are 
lesbians and have gaydar. 

“Took me 19 fucking years to figure it out for myself, 
though.” 

MidnightSlinks commented, “That’s so interesting! Looking 
back, do you wish they had broached the conversation with 
you during your teen years or do you think letting you figure 
it out on your own was the right call? It’s so different from 
so many family situations since you obviously knew that 
they weren’t homophobic.” 

 
31 Source: Nzui_254, “What romantic gesture did you try to make that 
instantly and horribly backfired on you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 
December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ydgvarqt>. 



 66 

helen790 replied, “I think letting me figure it out on my own 
was the right call, it’s a very personal thing.” 

2) EmeraldKT wrote: 

“I asked my family once if I showed any signs as a child and 
they got this smile on their faces with a small laugh. 
Apparently, when I was really little I used to argue with my 
mom about the clothes I wanted to get and the activities I 
wanted to try. She had beautiful, slightly wavy hair back then 
that I’d always want to braid — the braids were never that 
good, but she’d let me anyway. Many times she caught me 
dressed up in my sister’s clothes dancing as I sang to Shania 
Twain, Whitney Houston, and Britney Spears; fawning over 
and acting like the Olsen twins and besides my best friend 
who was a boy, all my other friends were girls. I was a weird 
child but I stopped outwardly showing it and became 
obsessively careful not to do any of that in public when I was 
six due to coming out and getting bullied so much that I 
pushed everything but my boyfriend away. 

“If any of you has a child who is remotely similar to me and 
they just stop everything that they love doing, something 
happened that hurt them badly and they need to know that 
you love them and it’s okay to be themself and encourage it 
because it’s not hurting anyone.” 

3) drunkenknitter wrote, “Maybe when she had a ‘wedding’ 
for two of her girl dolls? I don’t know. I’d always just had a 
feeling. So when she told me she was bi, it did not come as 
a shock.” 

4) laughingcow2012 wrote: 

“I didn’t know for sure until she told me. But I definitely 
suspected. I asked a few times, which isn’t like me. I don’t 
ask nosy questions. But I was concerned that if she was, 
she’d have a hard time telling us. 
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“So I’d try to say pro-gay things around her, etc. And when 
I asked, she denied it. And I’d respond telling her that it was 
ok with her dad and I if she was. 

“She says now that when I asked the first two times, she 
wasn’t yet aware that she liked girls. But the third time I 
asked, she said yes.” 

5) SapphicMystery wrote, “My mom realised when I told her 
I was gay. She had no idea.”32 

33. “What Is Your Favourite Comment Made During 
Sex?” 

1) wethecurious wrote, “First time my now-husband saw me 
in the nude, he said, ‘Wow.’” 

2) SleepFlower80 wrote, “Afterwards he just lay there and 
muttered, ‘Magic.’ That made me smile.” 

3) blooper_reel91 wrote: 

“She defaulted to her native language after finishing twice, 
and the only word I understood was ‘mercy.’ 

“I may have beamed out of sheer pride.” 

4) melroselafemme wrote, “One time he said ‘great success’ 
in the Borat voice.” 

5) totally_a_human_rely wrote, “I didn’t say anything: my 
expression when he took off his clothes was more than 
enough. The fun part was that he was super surprised, 
because porn had been his only reference until that day, so 

 
32 Source: SunnyDrock, “When did you realize your kid was LGBT+?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 17 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8c4zrzy>. 
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he thought he was ‘average.’ That happy spring afternoon he 
gladly found out he wasn’t.” 

6) judithreadsit wrote, “I didn’t know it could feel this 
good.” 

7) Xogossipgoat94 wrote, “I hated my vagina, always 
thought it was ugly. Once a guy said I have a cute one, and 
it’s still my favourite compliments ever.” 

8) PhinnishPharma wrote: 

“My boyfriend once trailed his hands over my body and said 
in this really sweet, reverent way, ‘I love your curves so 
much.’ When we started dating, I was a size 4, and now I’m 
a size 12/14. I’m really self-conscious about my body as I 
was thin for most of my life and am still getting used to being 
curvier. It means a lot that he loves me at whatever size I am 
and still finds me attractive, even when I don’t think I am. 

“Also, I’m a huge dork so sometimes I say really goofy 
things at the wrong time. The first time we had sex, 
afterwards I joked, ‘So? Did I get the job?’ He laughed and 
told me it was so good I could be the boss.” 

9) florallibrarian wrote, “You’re the most beautiful woman 
I’ve ever seen; it’s like having sex with a supermodel.” 

10) Silvana-Nypha wrote, “He mumbled ‘Pure waifu 
material’ — I laughed so hard and that was the moment I 
found out he’s a weeb.” 

Note by David Bruce: 

Waifu: an anime character that someone had great affection 
(often romantic affection) for. 
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Weeb: a non-Japanese male who loves CGDCT (Cute Girls 
Doing Cute Things) anime and Japanese culture (often to an 
excess).33 

34. “What Was The ‘Happiest’ Funeral You Ever 
Attended?” 

The original poster of this question added, “It may sound 
strange, but not every death is a tragic event and people often 
choose to be remembered with a more festive, ‘celebration 
of life’-style event when they are gone. Or maybe they were 
just despised by so many people that it was a relief to say 
goodbye. In any case, what was the ‘best’ send-off you’ve 
ever witnessed to someone who shuffled off their mortal 
coil?” 

1) iconic_ironic_trash wrote: 

“I was three years old and my father’s grandmother had died. 
There were various signs leading to the place that apparently 
had things written on them like ‘crematorium.’ I asked my 
aunt if my father’s grandmother was in heaven eating candy 
floss and riding on a carousel because that was something 
that reminded me of true happiness. I also remember being 
very bewildered by that the fact that said relative went into 
the ‘big oven’ and came out in a tiny box. I remember patting 
the ground where the tiny box was then buried because I 
thought it would keep my relative safe. 

“Edit: I also remember being told that I liked the shiny car 
(hearse) because I could see my plaits. I also kept asking 
where said relative was going and kept being told ‘heaven’ 

 
33 Source: thisaintitchefff, “What is your favourite comment made 
during sex?” Reddit. AskWomen. 20 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yd49k5mf>. 
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so I asked the priest if we were in heaven when we got to the 
church.” 

2) Much2Laconic wrote, “A friend of my dad’s died of 
cancer at 39. Instead of a funeral, they had a barbecue / 
hootenanny. My uncle hosted the event at his house in the 
Sierra Nevada foothills — but it was nice weather and the 
house is tiny so the party was outside. My dad’s friend 
played a little guitar, was super into blues, bluegrass, and 
folk music, and knew a lot of people. So his family and 
friends were all there, and most of the friends brought their 
instruments. There was the usual sharing memories of the 
departed and a lot of good food, but then there was music. 
The hootenanny lasted pretty much all day. It was definitely 
the best memorial service, funeral, or celebration of life I’ve 
ever attended — and I’ve been to quite a few.” 

3) loreanadian wrote, “This sweet, six- (it was many, many 
years ago) year-old angel’s. Her death was a freak accident 
while the family was out hiking. As devastating and unfair 
as it was, her celebration of life was beautiful. They focused 
on all the ways that she touched people’s lives (she was such 
an inquisitive, kind little girl) and her favourite things, how 
she’ll be remembered, and so on.” 

4) Phigwyn wrote: 

“High school teacher died of cancer when my former 
classmates and I were in our first year of university. We went 
to the funeral. Open coffin, she looked unrecognizable. 
Nothing remained of the clever, hilarious, kind, and 
sparkling woman we knew. 

“As we were all standing rather awkwardly around the 
coffin, we began reminiscing about her, telling stories about 
her, laughing at the funny things she used to say, marveling 
over how witty and warm and funny she was. It felt like a 
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celebration of her life and personality, and I know she would 
have loved it. Rest in peace, Mrs. I. You were a rock star.” 

5) hauteburrrito wrote, “I went to a funeral of a man who 
died in his seventies. He was really into airplanes, so they 
actually did an airshow in his honour. I thought that was 
pretty neat.” 

6) notme1414 wrote, “My mother died in June[2020] at 93. 
She was living on one of her farms; this particular one has 
been in the family for 200 years. The cemetery is across the 
road. She was cremated. My brother-in-law and my nephew 
dug the grave. Her six children, two daughters-in-law, one 
son-in-law, and a bagpiper in a kilt gathered at the farm. We 
were piped down the driveway to the grave. The container 
was placed in the ground, my brother Bob said a few words 
and made us laugh. The piper led us back across the road to 
the farm. We sat outside and had tea and a pleasant chat 
before we went home. Mom had a long life and was sharp as 
a tack right to the end. It wasn’t sad at all.” 

7) finalDraft_v012 wrote, “My aunt died two years ago. She 
was like a second mother to me. She was also very involved 
with her local church and helped bring certain traditions 
from our home country to here. I was blown away by how 
many people showed up to her funeral … the procession to 
the graveyard was miles long, I couldn’t see the tail of it, 
snaking through the city. Her wake was packed shoulder to 
shoulder. Her ceremony, same. So many people touched by 
her, paying respects to her … felt like she was a queen and 
there was so much love from everyone. I miss her.” 

8) Camelspidersss wrote:  

“He was a very eccentric and funny man, and he planned his 
funeral thoroughly before he died. He left a bunch of 
handwritten notes in a book for guests to read. The story is 
his life, deathbed confessions that included wild stories of 
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drugs, women, travel, and partying that his kids never knew 
about (with photos!), funny anecdotes, personal messages, 
etc. He demanded everyone wear a funny hat to the service, 
and if you didn’t bring one, it would be provided for you by 
his estate. He had bought dozens and dozens of ridiculous 
hats. I got a wizard hat that was about two feet tall. Upon 
entry, every guest was offered a weed edible (still totally 
illegal in the USA at the time), which really made it a party. 
There was a live band playing circus-like music. A spread of 
his favorite meal (coffee and muffins), and bottles of tequila 
all around. 

“It was such a fitting tribute. He was such a fun and strange 
man. It didn’t seem right to have a somber and depressing 
service. Everyone was drunk, high, laughing, crying, 
dancing. It was perfect. 

“He was 81 when he died in 2004. I still miss him!” 

Camelspidersss added:  

“I worked at a cafe, and he stopped by once or twice a day 
to get his coffee and muffin. We became friends and would 
take walks together, and eventually I started helping him 
with household stuff once he became too weak to do it 
himself. I was in my early twenties, but I really felt as though 
I could talk to him about anything. He was a fascinating man. 
Very kind, very strange. 

“He had cancer and knew he was going to die. But I could 
tell he had been planning his funeral for years.” 

9) jmomster wrote, “I was invited to attend a funeral by a 
friend of mine. I didn’t know the deceased, and at first I 
thought it a wee bit strange to invite people to what I thought 
should be a family / friends affair, but I went ‘for moral 
support’ for my friend. It ended up being a giant bonfire and 
feast. It was more like a party than a somber affair like what 
I thought it would be like. They had music and dancing, 
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drinks, etc. They burned a picture of their loved one and 
spread the ashes on the bonfire. Something about releasing 
their spirit this way. It was actually kinda fun.”34 

35. “You Are Trapped In A Room With Three Men, Yet 
You Feel Totally Safe. Who Are You Trapped With?” 

1) sauce_on_sneakers wrote: 

“Obama. 

“Original Steve from Blue’s Clues. 

“Keanu Reeves. 

2) queenoreo wrote, “Any of the men in my life.” 

aver_shaw commented, “I came here to say the same thing. 
Lucky us!” 

3) peppermind wrote, “If I’m trapped in a room, I’m not 
going to feel completely safe, even if I’m in there with Fred 
Rogers, Steve Irwin, and Bob Ross. The gender of the people 
in there isn’t so much a factor as trapped.” 

dr239 commented, “We are on the same page. Not only were 
these the first three names that came to mind, but that was 
exactly my approach to the prompt as well. Trapped is the 
bigger issue here.”35 

 
34 Source: MsDParker, “What Was the ‘Happiest’ Funeral You Ever 
Attended?” Reddit. AskWomen. 21 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yaktkrqk>. 
35 Source: lofisky, “You are trapped in a room with 3 men, yet you feel 
totally safe, who are you trapped with?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 
December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8u9cac7>. 
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36. “How Did You Act Around Your Teenage Crush / 
Try To Hint To Them That You Liked Them?” 

1) Echoaquarium wrote, “I wasn’t subtle at all. I wrote him 
long-ass Civil War-style love letters. The most cringey one 
I ever wrote included a burned copy of my favorite 
Backstreet Boys CD, and the letter was basically a list of 
reasons why each song reminded me of him, and worse still, 
I encouraged him to listen to each song as he read it. Ugh, I 
seriously am still embarrassed about it 20+ years later. I 
found out a few years ago that he still had all the letters I 
ever gave him, so there’s evidence of my shame somewhere 
in Minnesota.” 

2) Terracrush wrote, “They were supposed to somehow 
telepathically understand my feelings for them through 
longing glances (given when they weren’t looking, lol). 
About as effective as you’d expect.” 

3) SleepFlower80 wrote, “I was just myself. I never 
deliberately put on an act or anything. I also never hinted. I 
never have. I just bluntly make it known that I like 
someone.” 

4) MyNextVacation wrote, “Flirted with my eyes, tried to be 
around him and talked to him. Many years later we are 
happily married.”36 

37. “What Is Your Favourite Dating Memory?” 

kittyxandra wrote, “In high school I dated this guy, and we 
went to prom together. After being there for a few hours, we 
got bored of prom and decided to leave. We went to a park 
and lay under the stars for hours. It was the simplest date 

 
36 Source: KingoArcher, “How did you act around your Teenage 
crush/Try to hint to them that you liked them?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 
December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ybvga9ya>. 
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idea, but I had the best time. I hope that someday I can do 
that again.”37 

38. “Women Of Reddit Who Are Married, What Was 
The First Date With Your Partner Like? Did You Think 
They Were The One Back Then?” 

1) LJGHunter wrote: 

“Our first date lasted almost two days because we didn’t 
want to leave each other. Three days later I went to ‘visit’ 
him and never left, as per his request. Ten months later we 
were married and that was 14 happy years ago. 

“Yeah, I knew he was the one. He knew it, too.” 

2) Desirai wrote: 

“He was weird as hell and kind of stiff and emotionless and 
I was like uhhhh … 

“But my coworker said give him a second chance because 
maybe he was nervous. 

“First several weeks of seeing each other, I kept thinking he 
was just too weird and it wasn’t going to work but then he 
started opening up and I got to see the real him. I fell in love 
and I will never ever let him go. 

“The way he acted on our first few dates, he acts that way 
with strangers. Completely clams up, gets stiff, awkward. 
Has some terrible social anxiety.” 

3) joy_starvingartist wrote, “In the age of technology and 
dating apps, I met my partner in person at the gym. One day 
we sparked up a conversation and decided to go out for some 

 
37 Source: Realde_, “What is your favourite dating memory ?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 26 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ycwoewqc>. 



 76 

coffee after our workout that day. Our first date went really 
well — nothing fancy, just sat down and talked about 
whatever came to mind. Our conversation flowed naturally, 
and there was a nice balance to our dynamic. What made it 
great was that it was completely unplanned and organic the 
way we met. I didn’t realize he was the one until a few 
months down the road, but he knew that about me when we 
first met.” 

4) turtleshot19147 wrote: 

“We were in the same friend group in college. I had a huge 
crush on him. We were close friends for two years before we 
started dating. Six years later we’re married with a baby. 

“Sometimes I look back at pictures of us with our friends in 
college, back before we were dating and think to myself how 
crazy it would be if I could lean into my past and tell myself, 
‘Guess what? You guys end up married!’ Still gives me a 
rush.” 

5) unscrewthestars wrote, “We went to Panera and stayed 
past closing talking. We didn’t even order anything because 
we were so interested in getting to know one another. I’m a 
big eater and the fact that I chose him over food was a 
definite sign.” 

6) flickin_the_bean wrote, “We met online and had texted a 
lot before the first date so we knew we were on the same 
page about what we were looking for and basic compatibility 
things. The date was great, seemed to be natural interacting 
and playing bar games. I remember feeling like I had finally 
met an adult (we were both 32) with goals and a career. At 
one point he made a joke so specific to our niche industry 
and it was the nerdiest and funniest thing ever. I texted my 
brother after the date and told him I was going to marry this 
one. At our wedding a year and half later, I found that 
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message and my sister put it on a poster of photos at the 
reception.38 

39. “Ladies, How Have You Handled A Young Boy 
Having A Crush On You?” 

1) thunderling wrote: 

“I worked a gig at a high school when I was 23, and the high 
schoolers I performed with thought I was another high 
school student from a different school. 

“One of them was getting a little too cozy with me. Sat down 
next to me on my piano bench. Wanted to know what school 
I went to. I told him this is my job and I’m 23, and he 
immediately was horrified and embarrassed and jumped 
away from me. 

“It was hilarious.” 

2) -QuarterQueen- wrote: 

“Depends on the age; if they’re old enough to know better, 
then I’ll let them know. As for younger kids, though, I just 
kinda find it adorable and funny. We’ve all been there. 

“Currently my little brother’s friend has a giant crush on me, 
I just stay out the way and wait for time to crush his dreams.” 

 
38 Source: ordinaryoof, “Women of reddit who are married. What was 
the first date with your partner like? Did you think they were the one 
back then?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/ya4fuy6m>. 
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3) CatrionaShadowleaf wrote, “I’ve usually found that 
telling younger people your age gets them away from you 
pretty quick. Kids think that 20 is ancient.”39 

40. “What’s The Weirdest Date You’ve Been On?” 

1) ludolumps wrote, “It wasn’t weird in the sense that it was 
‘creepy’; however, it was certainly unique. I told him to take 
me somewhere I hadn’t been before, so we started the date 
by going on a tour of a water-treatment plant and then went 
and ate Lunchables in the park! It ended up being super fun 
and it certainly helped that he was cute and very good at 
conversation.” 

2) Knight_Kingsley wrote: 

“A silent date. 

“When I was 17, I wouldn’t speak at all on Sundays. (I don’t 
remember the exact circumstances, but I believe it had 
something to do with appreciating spoken communication 
more. I dunno, I was an edgy shit). Someone had asked me 
out for a Sunday, and I had explained the silent thing, which 
they found hilarious, so we agreed to a silent date. 

“It’s the sort of quirky, 2009ish bullshit you’d expect. You 
don’t learn much about each other, but we were young 
enough for big incompatibilities to not have yet formed, and 
it was fun. 

“To the Cheesecake Factory waitress who assumed we were 
a deaf couple, I want to say that you deserved better than our 
bullshit and I am partially deaf now, so karma keeps receipts, 
I suppose.” 

 
39 Source: KnightInGreyArmor, “Ladies, how have you handled a 
young boy having a crush on you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 December 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ydd35zoc>. 
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3) yellowblanket123 wrote, “One that lasted five minutes. 
He just went, ‘It looks like it’s gonna rain. I better go.’” 

yellowblanket123 added, “Never heard from him again.” 

4) ContestAutomatic2431 said: 

“We were sitting at a park. He was really good looking 
(much better than the photos on his dating profile) and the 
conversation was fun. 

“At some point things started heating up, to the point that his 
hand was inside my bra. I turned to kiss him, but he refused 
— ‘I don’t kiss girls unless it’s serious.’ But you can get to 
second base with them? I literally just laughed at him for a 
few minutes.” 

5) carryoncrow7 wrote, “I was in New Zealand living on a 
pig farm as a WWOOFer [WWOOF means Worldwide 
Opportunities on Organic Farms.] The area was known for 
being a bit ‘bogan’ [uncouth and / or unsophisticated] and 
rural. I was newly single and had downloaded Tinder for the 
first time. Matched with a local guy and he asked if I wanted 
to go goat hunting, so of course I said yes. He picked me up 
and dragged me all over the beautiful green hills and dales 
of a local national park chasing a herd of goats. We didn’t 
end up getting any because his bow wasn’t sighted in 
properly, but it was really fun! After that, we got dinner and 
he took me over to his friend’s house where we smoked 
hookah and played racing games. We dated for a few months 
until I left town; he was lovely.”40 

 
40 Source: go-hydrate-yourself, “What’s the weirdest date you’ve been 
on?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/ydb2blm8>. 
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Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “Women In Long-Term Relationships, What Has 
Your Significant Other Done To Get Better At Sex Over 
The Years?”  

1) butterfliesfloat wrote, “Asking me specifically what I like 
has had a 100% success rate so far.” 

2) suggeststronguser wrote: 

“Honestly, a lot of it was getting over my own hang-ups 
about having honest discussions about what I like / don’t 
like. I had a very sheltered upbringing and had no idea how 
to talk about sex without blushing. 

“I totally agree with other posters: Communication and trust 
are the best ways to improve together. For me, that also 
meant I needed to start speaking up.” 

3) castnostones00 wrote: 

“In my opinion, good sex is about trust and communication 
so it’s not about how he got better, but about how we got 
better together as the years have gone on. 

“We’ve shared experiences in bed (both good and bad) that 
we can look back on and we figured things out by accident 
in the heat of the moment that brought the other great 
pleasure (or not) and communicated that. We’ve used those 
good and bad experiences to evolve and get better together 
as we learned how to please each other.” 

4) celestialism wrote: 

“We’re both sex nerds (it’s how we met) so my spouse does 
a lot in this arena … 

• Asks me regularly for feedback on their technique, 
and accepts it without getting offended. 
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• Initiates conversations regularly about our fantasies / 
desires. 

• Pays attention to my nonverbal signals during sex 
and changes things up accordingly. 

• Tries new sex toys with me. 

• Reads books / articles / etc. about various sexual 
techniques. 

• Watches porn, instructional kink videos, online sex / 
kink workshops, etc. for new ideas, both with me and 
on their own.” 

5) WaldoHangsHimself wrote: 

“Communication and lots of practice. :) At first, I was too 
embarrassed to talk much about sex so honestly, it was pretty 
boring and vanilla, probably because he was too 
embarrassed, too. I don’t know when exactly we started to 
open up more, but five years later and our sex life is sooo 
much better and entertaining. I also started to buy lots of 
sexy lingerie and accessories to spice things up and it’s made 
a huge difference. 

“Also, changing places constantly: Now we’re doing it all 
over the house, and it just does not feel like a chore anymore. 
It’s actually very, very fun. I can’t believe how boring we 
were in the first year or two. God.” 

6) insertcaffeine wrote: 

“When we got married, I said, ‘We have the rest of our lives 
to get really good at having sex with each other. Let’s make 
it a point to do that.’ 

“Setting the intention helps. Listening to what your partner 
wants helps. Being specific helps, both in the moment and 
out of bed. A quick ‘Go in doggy style’ in the moment, 
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followed by ‘I’m worried about slipping off again and 
breaking your dick when I’m on top; let’s not do that for a 
while’ over coffee the next morning can clear up a couple 
issues quickly. Even better, it sets a precedent of talking 
about sex like it’s no big deal.”41 

42. “‘Love Isn’t About Finding The Perfect Person. It’s 
About Realizing That An Imperfect Person Can Make 
Your Life Perfect.’ What Was The Moment You Knew 
Your Partner Was The One?” 

1) Aggravating_Bit4684 wrote, “In seventh grade, a guy I 
had a massive crush on, ended up helping me with math 
homework for two hours and when we finished work, he 
kissed me on the cheek and ran away. I got 95/100 on the 
homework, so he wasn’t perfect but dammit if that wasn’t 
the most ultimate romantic moment of my life. Still get 
chills. No one can top that.” 

2) RepresentativeAs3603 wrote, “We had been fighting for 
a few weeks about petty things, and we were doing a job 
together moving a [heavy] hot tub. Directly after we were 
arguing, we had the hot tub on its side and I was stabilizing 
it when suddenly it fell on top of me pinning me between it 
and the trailer. As it was falling, it felt like slow motion and 
I realized I didn’t want to die yet, I wanted more time with 
him. He ran to me as fast as possible and lifted this thing off 
of my lower body, sending me into a semi back flip over the 
side of the trailer I was pinned against. That day definitely 
helped put things in perspective. Also f*** that hot tub.” 

3) xenchik wrote: 

 
41 Source: HeadsUp928, “Women in ltr - what has your SO done to get 
better at sex over the years?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8v6rjr2>. 
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“I always thought of finding the right person to be with was 
about ‘Don’t find someone who has no flaws, they don’t 
exist. Find someone whose flaws you can live with.’ It 
always worked well, I have never been single really since I 
was 18. 

“However, I never understood real love. I married two 
different people who were my best friends. I thought 
‘chemistry’ and ‘fireworks’ were made up by Hollywood. I 
married for companionship. Two [mostly?] very pleasant 
five-year marriages; my first ex-husband is still one of my 
closest friends. 

“My current partner is — different. I don’t really believe in 
‘the one,’ but I now believe he is the only person I have ever 
really been in love with. I just didn’t know how being in love 
felt until I met him, I didn’t know I was missing anything 
until I felt it for myself. We met online, on a dating site. 

“I can’t really pinpoint a moment I realised we were perfect 
for each other, except perhaps on our first date — I had lied 
to my [second] ex-husband, because if I hadn’t he would 
have treated me even worse, so I made the decision to never 
ever lie to this guy. I told him my worst secret on our first 
date — he understood. I asked him a secret in return, and he 
told me something I had the exact same experience of. We 
go together perfectly not because we have the exact same 
tastes, but because we understand and relate to each other’s 
worst parts, and support each other despite our flaws. No 
matter what he does or says, I love him just as much, 
sometimes more, because he is honest. 

“He is someone worth sacrificing for. He is worth 
compromising with. Being together and supporting each 
other and helping each other and just being around each 
other 24/7 is more important than any fight we can have, and 
it’s the best feeling in the world, and after nearly six years 
he still makes my heart swell up in my chest with love. When 
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he makes me laugh, I love him more and more, even if (or 
especially if!) it’s just a terrible pun. He makes me happy 
every day, makes me smile just to see him sleeping next to 
me. We never, ever go more than an hour or so without 
saying ‘I love you’ at least once. It’s amazing every minute 
of every day and even just thinking about him now I am 
smiling and my heart is pounding.” 

4) gaberax wrote, “Locked eyes with her. That was it.” 

5) This_Guy_Joel wrote, “We dressed up like Batman for 
the movie’s midnight premiere.”42 

43. “By What Genuinely Well-Intentioned Action Were 
You Deeply Hurt (Or Did You Deeply Hurt Someone 
Else)?” 

1) floofyyy wrote: 

“My (ex) Significant Other bought me a few spontaneous 
gifts, just because he wanted to do something sweet. I 
opened them and was so hurt I started sobbing — because it 
was the hat he liked, not the one I wanted. It was a video 
game he wanted me to play, not a board game, which I 
actually enjoy. It was a brand of tea he liked, when I’m an 
avid coffee drinker. 

“It sounds so harsh to say this, but that was one of the most 
intense least-loved moments I’ve ever experienced. I 
understand he was trying to share his interests with me, but 
he presented it in a way that was supposed to be selfless. I 

 
42 Source: throwRAstarly667, “‘Love isn’t about finding the perfect 
person. It’s about realizing that an imperfect person can make your 
perfect.’ What was the moment you knew your partner was the one?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 31 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y7bsnbaa>. 
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felt so completely unknown by him, and we’d been together 
for five years. 

“I still feel bad for crying so much.” 

wafflerunoff commented, “Adding to this, I had an ex who 
was like that. He would get me gifts that were really for him. 
One time I even told him I would never want a Tablet and he 
got one for me anyways because he wanted to try it. I 
actually regret *not* making a bigger deal of it. I always felt 
bad for being unhappy with the gifts, but in hindsight I 
realize I would never do that to someone else, so why would 
I accept it for myself.” 

tigertwinkle commented: 

“One year my ex got me tickets to a baseball game. I hated 
baseball. We went to see his favorite team in my birthday. 

“Gifts for you that are really for them are the worst.” 

Cafrann94 commented: 

“Why are people like this? My ex was really into sneakers, 
and I couldn’t give a single shit about them (but would 
always listen when he talked to me about them, as it was a 
passion of his). Guess what I always got for my birthday? 

“Hint: We wore the same-size shoe.” 

superstegasaurusrex commented: 

“I had a boyfriend who always bought me jewelry. Really 
expensive, lots-of-diamonds jewelry. He’d get upset I never 
‘appreciated his gifts.’ He thought money spent = love. 

“Thirteen years down the line, I’m nearing my 10th wedding 
anniversary with a man who couldn’t give two shits that I’ve 
actually never worn my wedding ring. He bought me a $300 
one and said, ‘I’d feel like a dick not getting one, but I’m not 
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gonna waste money on something I know you don’t actually 
want.’” 

onlyinevitable commented: 

“I got an intermittent fasting weight-loss book—- which has 
its own issues because that’s a garbage gift unless someone 
specifically requests weight-loss help, which I never did. 

“To top it off, it was from a doctor whom I had already 
expressed serious doubts about his credibility AND 
expressed concerns about intermittent fasting being 
problematic for someone with disordered eating (aka me). 

“I told them to take their book back, and I wasn’t interested 
in it. 0/10 would not recommend. I suspect their intention 
was to enlighten me as it was a book they found helpful, but 
really it was them forcing their opinion on me when I had 
already done my due diligence on researching the topic.” 

ouchwhydidthathurt commented, “This reminds me of the 
Valentine’s Day when my ex decided it would be a good idea 
to get me a $2 box of blueberry-flavored chocolate as a gift. 
Except he slid it in among the groceries that I paid for. And 
I absolutely despise fruit-flavored chocolate. But guess what 
his favorite kind was?” 

BlueBubblegum83 wrote: 

“I totally get you. It’s okay to feel this way. My ex never got 
it right unless I told him explicitly what I wanted, because 
he was terrible at gift giving. Receiving gifts is one of my 
love languages and I told him how bad this made me feel, 
because every time my birthday or our anniversary came 
around, he presented a token that basically said, ‘I don’t 
really know you’ or ‘This is a great gift! … if it were for me.’ 
Meanwhile, I would bring him flowers, books he wanted for 
years but hardly ever found, and self-written heart-shaped 
love notes giving detailed reasons why I loved him. 
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“I broke up with him this year. Receiving gifts has not been 
the same since then. I am grateful in a weird way that this 
Christmas I was able to not receive gifts from anyone.” 

Monasade commented, “Makes me thankful for my 
boyfriend who bought me a cheesy cat calendar knowing I 
love cats.” 

2) csje wrote: 

“I was ten years old and a flower girl in my aunt’s wedding. 
She arrived after the ceremony to the reception and was to 
walk under a bridge, where all the bridesmaids and 
groomsmen were standing on top. I said we should all drop 
our bouquets so she’d be showered in flowers as she walked 
in. 

“I was the only one who THREW my bouquet and smacked 
my beautiful aunt in the face during her grand entrance to 
her wedding reception. 

“This was over 20 years ago and we laugh now, but I still 
feel bad!” 

Marge_Inovera commented, “This is so wholesome in a 
thread full of heartache! Thank you and your awesome ten-
year-old self. It was such a romantic thought!” 

meggiefrances87 commented, “I was a flower girl at my 
aunts wedding when I was three, and my twin brother was 
the ring bearer. He nearly gave the best man a heart attack 
when they thought he lost the ring down the slats in the deck. 
The thread that held it on the pillow broke so my brother 
stuck the ring on his thumb. It started raining and I started 
rocking on my heels singing ‘It’s raining, it’s pouring.’ and 
then loudly said, ‘I don’t want to play this game anymore,’ 
and walked off the deck. All caught on video.” 
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3) Statistical-outlier1 wrote, “Many years ago, I convinced 
my boyfriend to come off of his OCD [Obsessive-
Compulsive Disorder] medicationss. I thought they were 
unnecessary and I thought he was medicating a problem that 
wasn’t relevant in his life. I now realize that the reason it 
wasn’t a problem was because he was on medication and 
how invalidated and confused he must have felt throughout 
the process. He really struggled and I don’t think I will ever 
get over the guilt I feel for convincing him that he didn’t 
need to be medicated. While he never voiced any of those 
feelings to me, I imagine they were intense and confusing. 
We have since broken up, but I often wonder if that had any 
lasting effects on him and as much as I hope it didn’t, I’m 
not convinced.” 

aquacrimefighter commented, “I’m glad you learned from 
this.” 

4) MelancholicShark wrote: 

“Years ago when I was a teenager, I got my first Valentine’s 
Day card. I’d never gotten one before because I was the kid 
everyone bullied and who’d send a card to the weird kid no 
one liked? 

“But that year I got a card. It sparked a glimmer of hope that 
maybe I wasn’t totally unlovable, that someone out there 
liked me after all. 

“A few weeks later, it comes out it was my mum and her 
friend who wrote the card and sent it because they felt sorry 
for me and wanted to make me feel better. 

“I ripped that bloody card to pieces and threw them away 
when I learned that. Broke my heart. I don’t think it ever 
healed, and while it’s not something I think about anymore I 
still hate Valentine’s Day with a passion. 
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“A lot of things accumulated into making me a person who 
hates emotional vulnerability, who avoids relationships like 
they’re the plague, but I definitely think that helped 
contribute in a big way.” 

awfulmcnofilter wrote, “I feel you hard on this one. My 
school had this hideous fundraiser that was selling carnations 
for Valentine’s Day and people would come deliver them in 
class. So the person who wasn’t carrying around carnations 
was humiliated. I got a carnation for the first time and was 
elated because I felt like so much less of a hideous unlovable 
person. I opened the note with it and realized it was from my 
Latin teacher. I carried it around all day feeling like an 
absolute fraud, so people wouldn’t make fun of me. I know 
she sent it to me and the other kids on the Latin academic 
team because she knew we wouldn’t get any other 
carnations.” 

5) dreamingofdiners wrote: 

“I used to love this boy band back as a kid and as I got older, 
I realized they were problematic / had problematic views, so 
I boycotted. I used to talk to my dad about how obsessed 
with them I was, but then I repeatedly told him I didn’t like 
them anymore and that I was through. (And that the band 
was racist!) 

“Flash forward four years, I found another band I really 
liked, as a teenager. I showed him videos of them and made 
him listen to songs. I talked about them non-stop! 

“I remember for my birthday, he got me three giant 
(expensive) CD packs of the first band, which I hadn’t 
listened to in four years and had boycotted and I just 
remember feeling devastated. It had nothing to do with the 
gift but the fact my dad didn’t listen to me or seemed to pay 
attention. It was just a huge surge of disappointment.” 

6) atget wrote: 
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“Not a huge deal compared to a lot of other things in this 
thread, but on my college graduation day my mom said, ‘I 
can’t believe I did this.’ 

“She did a lot, don’t get me wrong. But I was the one who 
made the grades and wrote the essay to get into that school, 
got a half-tuition scholarship, watched the sunrise from the 
library on multiple occasions, and actually graduated. 
‘We did this’ would have been great. She gave me a lot of 
financial support. Together, ‘we’ totally did get me through 
school. But I don’t know if I ever felt so small as that 
moment, when she took full credit for my college 
graduation.”43 

44. “People Who Aged Out Of The Foster System 
Without Getting Adopted, What Do You Wish 
Prospective Parents / Adopters Would Know About 
Your Experience?” 

1) kbragg_usc wrote: 

“As a late adoptee (age 13), it’s also worth noting that for 
some it might be best to let them age out. 

“You shouldn’t adopt someone to do them a favor / help 
them. You should only adopt, at any age, because you want 
that child to be your child… equal to your biological 
children. If you cannot do that, IMHO [in my humble 
opinion], don’t adopt them. 

“Again, my opinion, based on my experience and my sisters 
[sister’s or sisters’]. 

 
43 Source: iridescent-ink, “By what genuinely well intentioned action 
were you deeply hurt (or did you deeply hurt someone else)?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 30 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8pwvcj5>. 
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“Edit: I should say, I am thankful for my adoptive parents. 
My life is certainly better having been their foster kid, and 
then adopted. I’m just reflecting on something that has been 
a longing for 25+ years, and it’ll never be resolved. Wanting 
to be loved equally … I know it’s asking a lot, and most 
cannot do it … that’s all someone who is in that terrible 
situation wants. For others, maybe it’s better to let them go 
to a different home to potentially get that equal love.” 

fourleggedfisfood commented, “Thank you. The brutal 
honesty is much appreciated.” 

jenonair commented, “Why shouldn’t you adopt to help 
them?” 

kbragg_usc replied: 

“While it’s certainly a good intention, a child wants to be an 
equal child if they’re adopted. ‘Saving’ someone from their 
bad situation, but treating them differently (even slightly) 
causes a lot of harm. 

“A child wants a parent, not a legal guardian. I know, it’s 
subtle. But man, when your adoptive mom says, ‘my’ kids, 
that hurts.” 

DiscombobulatedTwo66 commented, “I was a late adoptee, 
too. I was 13, but I was in the same foster home most of the 
time. My adoptive mom and her mom (my Maw Maw) never 
made a difference in us. She had two biological kids. Now 
the rest of the family did; they treated us like garbage. But 
now that I’m older (31) and my adoptive mom passed away 
11 years ago, I hardly talk to my aunts and uncles. I have a 
great relationship with my oldest sister and that’s about it, 
but my husband’s family more than makes up for that loss.” 

Onahole_for_you commented: 
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“There’s this family I know. The mother was in labour with 
her first pregnancy after years of embryo transfers and two 
adoptions. Dad rushes mother in. A nurse asks if it’s her first 
and he responds, ‘No, third. We have two daughters. 
Actually, wait: This is the first pregnancy; our older two are 
adopted.’ 

“The way he instinctively went to ‘we have this many kids’ 
with no mention of adoption warmed my heart. Usually the 
dad and mom only talk about adoption in context like ‘(their) 
mothers gave us the best gift and we are so grateful.’” 

TheNewWinry commented, “Good friend of mine refused to 
be adopted so her college would be paid for.” 

superstegasausrusrex commented, “We had one reluctant to 
return home because he would get college tuition only if he 
remained in care on his 16th birthday, which was about eight 
months away.” 

2) elainegans wrote, “Don’t treat your adoptive kid(s) 
differently than your real kid(s), foster kids are not always 
abused so try not to assume the worst, be willing to be patient 
with your family member(s) while they navigate their new 
situation.” 

grimmer2000 commented, “You have to treat them a little 
different. Shoving them into your family headfirst was not 
their decision. You may see them as your kid, but they 
definitely don’t see you as their mom or dad. You have to 
take it slow and make them want to be your family and not 
just force them to be.” 

fourleggedfishfood commented, “These are both good 
viewpoints. Thank you!” 

fallingleaf commented, “You shouldn’t treat them as if 
they aren’t your kid, though. Make them feel welcome, but 
not forced.” 
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grimmer2000 replied, “Exactly. You should welcome them 
and let them enter your family instead of forcing them into 
your family. Make them want to join and not make them 
join.” 

3) TargetnotthstTarget wrote: 

“Foster dad here. […] I try to treat our foster kids the same 
as my own. That being said, I understand that they have 
many life experiences that I have not had and probably can’t 
comprehend. I try to give them a little more space and 
patience. At the same time, we try to provide some structure 
and make sure they understand expectations. They get the 
same amount of emotional support our kids get and as much 
physical love [hugs, kisses] as they’ll tolerate. 

“Were also in the process of adopting a little boy. He’s lived 
with us since the summer. He’s slowly transitioned from 
calling us by our first names to Mom and Dad. The other day 
he even said ‘love you’ as he left to play with some friends. 
First time, and we were a little shocked.”44 

45. “How Did You Clean Out A Deceased Spouse’s / 
Child’s Belongings?” 

1) isthatevenarealthing wrote, “My mom lives in the same 
house my dad died in, so there’s still a bunch of his stuff / 
clothes around, but something cool she did was get a nice 
cabinet with lights in it to put some of his everyday or 
favorite things in as a display. She also got a bunch of 
flowers from his casket dried and put on display in little … 
containers … like the rose in Beauty and the Beast … so they 
are also on display in the cabinet and there’s one for each of 

 
44 Source: fourleggedfishfood, “[Serious] People who aged out of the 
foster system without getting adopted, what do you wish prospective 
parents/adopters would know about your experience?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 31 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y9df6sp4>. 
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the kids. It’s been 20 years now, and I like to look at that 
cabinet on occasion and think about his life.” 

2) inaseaS wrote, “Years after my dad, died my mother told 
me the best thing she thought she had done when it came to 
clearing out his things. She put his pillow in a large plastic 
bag and set it aside. When she got too lonely, she said she 
would take it out and sleep with the pillow. Said the scent of 
his head brought her great comfort.” 

TheMotherShip38 commented, “I had a stuffed animal our 
daughter had bought him while he was in the hospital. I 
regularly re-anointed it with his deodorant and slept with it 
for about four months.” 

3) Whisper_xxx wrote, “In Spain and UK, you can call some 
charity associations and ask them to clear it all free of 
charge. They take everything in the room if you allow them 
and give it to people in need or sell it in their shops to raise 
funds. Or dump what isn’t useful. When my father died, they 
were most kind and respectful.” 

4) Sufferthefemale wrote, “I did it fast after my husband 
died. Just the thought of seeing his stuff brought me more 
emotional pain. I kept what I wanted out it in a box, and 15 
months later I have yet to look at it.” 

5) fantine9 wrote: 

“The first few weeks after my husband died, I cleaned like 
mad. It gave me something to do besides sit there vibrating 
with anxiety and crying. I gave most of his clothes to charity, 
cleared out a storage pantry and made a dump run with the 
help of family, bought new shelves, and started reorganizing. 
I also bought a new bed frame and bedding and completely 
changed my bedroom set up to reduce reminders of his heart 
attack happening there. I ran up a good amount of credit card 
debt that took me five years to pay off. 
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“I had to go back to work after only a week, and quickly ran 
out of energy and motivation for cleaning at that point. Since 
I had six months left on my apartment lease, it wasn’t super 
urgent. When I did move out that summer, my mother kindly 
packed up the odds and ends that were still too painful for 
me to look at. 

“Funny story: Apparently Mom found his porn collection in 
a cabinet while she was packing. I knew he had some porn 
DVDs and mags, but didn’t know the extent of the 
collection, and didn’t know (or care) where he kept it. My 
poor mom didn’t say anything about it to me — she just put 
it all in a box that she labeled ‘miscellaneous.’ I didn’t look 
in the box before I put it in a storage unit. I found it years 
later, when I could actually laugh about it.” 

mcenroefan wrote, “Funny you say that about porn. I was 
cleaning out my late husband’s things (he died at 30 
unexpectedly in an accident) and I was looking through his 
Kindle for some books. I stumbled upon the most glorious 
collection of erotic novels. He was a prolific reader, but I 
didn’t know the types of things he was reading. It wasn’t a 
shameful thing or anything like that, but it is now something 
I laugh at. Personally I’m keeping all of my dirty laundry out 
in the open so to speak, so when the time comes in 65 to 70 
years when someone has to clean out all of my stuff, there 
won’t be any surprises. They’ll just probably have to find my 
large collection of vibrators. Hopefully, I’ll be able to leave 
a note. It stinks to clean out a loved one’s personal items, but 
you have to have a bit of a sense of humor about it.” 

pepperanne08 commented: 

“My husband and I have a small tub of things for the 
bedroom. I am going to write on the top ‘don’t look, just 
throw this box away.’ After it has been spray painted black. 
We have four kids. 
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“We have bets on which kid actually opens it.” 

XaciousT commented, “I have agreements with two 
different friends. If anything happens to them, I am the one 
designated to clean out their, ahem, fun and games, and vice-
versa. One of them has young kids and even told them if 
something happens to her and her husband and ‘XaciousT 
comes over after, let her take whatever she has without 
bugging her or looking at it.’” 

6) Smart-Playpus8202 wrote: 

“When my 12-year-old son who was disabled died in his 
sleep from SUDEP (Sudden Unexplained Death in Epilepsy) 
I am the one who found him the next morning. For a few 
weeks afterward, I wouldn’t even go in his room. I would 
walk past it at night to say goodnight. 

“Eventually I started moving some of my things in the room 
about two months later. Took my desk in. Disassembled his 
bed and gave it away. Donated all his diapers, wipes, 
changing table, and even his car seat to another child who 
was disabled. I donated his gtube covers to another child 
with the same epilepsy syndrome (Lennox-Gastaut 
Syndrome). I took out his shirts that I couldn’t bear to part 
with, and then I allowed my younger son to choose some of 
the clothes to keep and wear. 

“It wasn’t until three years later that I put his wheelchair in 
a closet and blocked the closet door. Then I finally finished 
clearing everything else out and allowed my younger son to 
move into the room since it was the second largest room in 
the house. 

“I had a local man build a memory box. About two feet wide, 
two feet deep, and four feet long. I stored his glasses, tennis 
shoes, some stuffed animals, his quilt I had made from his t-
shirts, various other things I saved, and his cremains. That 
memory box now resides in my room. 
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“It has been four years since he died.”45 

46. “Single Women Of Reddit Who Live Alone, How Are 
You?” 

1) theinfamousj wrote, “Not wearing a bra and loving every 
minute of it.” 

SlightlyControversial commented, “Society is going to have 
a hell of a time convincing us to shave our legs, wear 
underwire bras, and put on make-up every day after this 
[COVID] is all over. Turns out being fuzzy, floppy, and 
clean faced is fucking awesome, and now we all know it!” 

tawny-she-wolf commented, “Love how this is the top 
response on the AskWomen Reddit thread!” 

2) lemcar wrote, “Wonderful. It will be hard to live with 
another person in the future.” 

Kamundra_ commented, “This is my worry: I’ve lived alone 
so long I don’t know how I’ll ever let anyone permanently 
back into my space!” 

WineStainedDress13 commented, “I was at my parents’ 
house for two weeks over Christmas (my hometown is only 
40 minutes away from my city) and I was about to go insane! 
I came back home just now, and it is GLORIOUS. Gonna 
take off my bra, put on my sweats, and binge-watch Real 
Housewives for the rest of the day while enjoying the 
leftover turkey from last night (and chocolate, so much 
chocolate) and revel in being wholly and completely 
ALONE.” 

 
45 Source: 2000sSilentFilmStar, “How did you clean out a deceased 
spouse/child’s belongings?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y89mg66y>. 
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3) Buoyant_Bagel-hole wrote, “I was feeling pretty lonely 
as my friends are in relationship and busy with their 
Significant Others tonight. To be honest, I cried earlier as I 
was picking [up? at my?] food, but a friend just FaceTimed 
me so I feel a bit better now. I find it hard not to feel lonely 
around the holidays, but that feeling usually comes and goes 
fairly quickly, so it’s not too bad.” 

4) 66snakes wrote: 

“As an introvert and tech-oriented (as well as crafts I can do 
on my own) 28-year-old woman who is an avid reader and 
has never been overly reliant on others for emotional 
support, considering our world’s situation, I’m doing quite 
well — thank you for asking! I do, of course, worry for my 
older family members and those who don’t have the luxury 
to avoid getting exposed too heavily. 

“Honestly as someone with social anxiety, I’ve enjoyed 
certain changes that the times we are in have precipitated, 
such as not having to go to many appointments in person. 
And my work in various areas of programming for websites 
and apps is easily done at home, and honestly the lack of 
distractions from coworkers needing help and the extra sleep 
from not having to commute have been a major blessing. 

“Don’t get me wrong, I know we’re a social species and I do 
feel for those experiencing bad mental health either due to 
isolation, familial loss, sickness, or financial stress, but I’m 
doing better than most. 

“And while I do enjoy aspects of having another warm body 
in bed or to cuddle with on the couch in a healthy 
relationship, living as the sole human has certainly improved 
my sleep as there’s no one rolling over or getting up to 
relieve themselves, or get a snack, etc., in the middle of the 
night.” 

pnwteaturtle asked, “Are we sharing the same brain?” 
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yngbids commented, “You’re me but two years younger.” 

5) cassandra72uk wrote, “Worst new year ever.” 

Dodobrain38 commented, “Same, we’ll all get through this 
in the end.” 

detrimentalfallacy commented, “Got broken up with right on 
New Year’s Eve. I’m with you.” 

6) Robotro17 commented, “Pretty okay at the moment. I like 
living alone. I do want a partner to be at my side but I also 
enjoy the quiet and feel way more relaxed in my home than 
other places.”46 

47. “Straight Males Of Reddit, What’s The Gayest Thing 
You’ve Ever Done?” 

1) ChefChopNSlice wrote, “I worked security at a gay bar, 
and while selling Jell-O shots at the door during a holiday 
party, I let a big bear-man kiss me on the cheek because he 
asked nicely, after I gave him a free Jell-O shot for buying 
like 10 of them.” 

ChefChopNSlice added, “I told em I was straight, he said he 
knew, but wanted to anyway. I said, ‘Fuck it, it’ll make his 
New Years and isn’t gonna hurt me.’” 

2) NASA_Herpetologist wrote: 

“I went on a cruise with my best bro I hadn’t seen in a year 
after I moved a few states away. 

“The boat docks in Cozumel, and we both walk off the boat 
shirtless. No plan, but I eventually suggest renting mopeds. 

 
46 Source: Dodobrain38, “Single women of Reddit that live alone. How 
are you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 December 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y8q8y3rr>. 
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We get to the rental place, and he asks, ‘Can I just ride on 
the back of yours?’ Me: ‘Uh, okay.’ 

“That’s how we spent our afternoon: two shirtless guys 
cruising around on a moped and he’s got his arms around my 
waist. 

“What’s great is that someone from the cruise had taken our 
picture on the moped and when he got married, his brother’s 
best man speech was actually a PowerPoint presentation that 
incorporated that picture. His brother said something like: 
‘Some of you may not know this, but X hasn’t always dated 
women.’” 

3) luckyjackass wrote: 

“I pretended to be my friend’s boyfriend to prevent him from 
being hit on from this guy he didn’t want to hit on him. We 
put our arms around each other and I kissed him on the 
temple. 

“Gay or straight, no means no, and I’ll do this a thousand 
times more if I have to!” 

azurepeep commented: 

“There was a friend of mine who is a girl. We were at a bar 
with some buddies and she was off to the one end and I was 
watching to make sure she was ok. I saw a guy started talking 
to her and I could tell she was not interested at all and she 
tried walking away from him and started heading back to the 
group. 

“The guy grabs her hand and is trying to coax her into being 
with him or whatever. I didn’t like that, dude she’s not into 
you stop being a creep. I looked around to see if anyone else 
was seeing this and no one else was. so I, being the gay friend 
I am, went to their end of the bar and looked at her and her 
face was like ‘PLEASE HELP ME,’ but with a smile on it 
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so I start hitting on the guy. He got super confused, and I was 
telling him how hot he is and I’ll buy him a few drinks and 
we can go back to my place. I was getting all up in this 
dude’s face and just acting super gay. (The reason I say 
acting is because my voice and personality doesn’t come off 
as gay. You would not be able to tell I was gay.) He lets go 
of her, she gets behind me, and he shoves me back and I said, 
‘That was kind of hot. I love it rough, big boy,’ and he saw 
he was making a scene, everyone was looking, so he left. 

“I hate dudes like that. You’re a creep — get the fuck out.” 

4) DogAnusJesus wrote, “I was in the Army. In combat 
arms. I think it’s safe to say that the military is full of the 
gayest straight people you’ll ever meet. I had two fellow 
soldiers jump into the same shower stall, naked as the day 
they were born, and wash each other’s backs just to fuck with 
our commander when he walked in.”47 

48. “How Important Is Sex In A Relationship?” 

1) NarrativeScorpion wrote: 

“Sexual compatibility is more important than the act itself. 
If the pair of you are completely incompatible in terms of 
your desires / libido / kinks, etc., then it’s not going to work 
out. 

“If you’re mostly similar, and are willing to communicate 
openly and properly with each other, then the relationship is 
far more likely to work.” 

TaserGrouphug commented: 

 
47 Source: datboy7328, “Straight males of reddit, what’s the gayest 
thing you’ve ever done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y9h8626k>. 
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“I very much agree with this. 

“Differences in sex drive and expectations between two 
people should be understood and openly discussed to create 
a foundation that can weather issues that inevitably will pop 
up over time. 

“For my wife, sex is very important in our relationship. She 
wants to be desired and is a very physical person. I can tell a 
difference in her when this need is not being met. 

“For me, sex is somewhat less important and I have a lower 
sex drive than her. What’s more important for me is someone 
that I can be intimate with, but this doesn’t necessarily need 
to be in terms of sex all the time. 

“Because I know that my wife is going to want sex more 
often and values it a little higher than me, I try to make sure 
that we don’t go too long without having it. I also openly 
communicate with her about how I am still very attracted to 
her and enjoy our sex whenever we have it, but I just 
naturally have less of a drive for it than her. 

“To compensate for that difference, I will try to use other 
ways of conveying intimacy to her, either verbally or 
through touch, so she is getting some consistent feedback in 
those areas. I’m not always great at this, but I try and she can 
see that. 

“I disagree somewhat with some of the comments saying 
that ‘you must find someone with the same sex expectations 
as you.’ It’s an important factor, but every couple is going to 
have a variance between their sexual desires / drives / 
expectations at some point (if not constantly). It’s all about 
how open you are about it and what actions you take to 
address it.” 

_S3RAPH_ commented: 
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“This is beautifully said. I am in a similar situation to you, 
but I am the higher-libido wife. This was very difficult to 
adjust to in the beginning of the marriage because of what 
society had taught me about how men are always thinking 
about / wanting sex, and it gave me insecurity issues. My 
thought was, ‘If I was just more attractive / desirable, he 
would definitely want to have sex more.’ It took me a while 
(and lots of communication / understanding between us) to 
realize that this was just the way he was wired, and it had 
nothing to do with how attracted he was to me (i.e., he would 
probably be this same way in any relationship he was in, no 
matter what his partner looked like). 

“But it’s not realistic to try to find someone with the exact 
same libido because libidos shift and change with life events. 
After giving birth, my libido dropped to slightly below his 
for years — which was actually really nice for me, because 
he was initiating more often and I felt more desirable. Now, 
it’s about up to pre-childbirth levels. With my husband, if 
he’s feeling anxious, stressed, or depressed, he is simply not 
going to be in the mood, possibly for a week or more. A good 
relationship is having love and understanding for the 
different things your partner is going through and helping 
them continue to feel loved in different ways through it all 
by meeting them where they’re at, as in the examples you 
gave.” 

2) sebrebc wrote: 

“While the act itself might not be super important, the 
intimacy that goes along with it is very important. 

“Also, the feeling of being desired is a very important aspect 
to a healthy relationship and from things I have read, it’s the 
number-one reason people cheat. If they aren’t feeling 
desired by their partner, they will tend to look for that 
elsewhere. So the ‘ignored’ partner might be swayed to cheat 
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if someone else is providing them with what satisfies that 
desire that they aren’t getting from their partner.” 

spitfiiree commented, “That’s what I always tell my current 
girlfriend of eight years. She thinks I just want sex, but I just 
want to feel wanted. I don’t want to initiate it every time. It 
gets old, and after a while starts feel like it’s just pity sex.” 

dirkofdirges commented: 

“I’m currently ending a 10-year marriage in which my 
partner realized they were asexual a couple years in. 

“We were very compatible in a lot of other ways, which is 
why it lasted as long as it did, but I eventually came to realize 
that I couldn’t be happy with the deep lack of intimacy that 
came from our polar opposite sex drives. 

“We couldn’t so much as snuggle in the couch without 
setting myself up for rejection. Eventually I just stopped 
asking, because I could tell it was traumatic for them, but 
that just made the intimacy gap even wider. 

“I still feel guilty for initiating the divorce, but I just couldn’t 
stand to live like that for the rest of my life. I was a husk. 

“It’s not so much that we weren’t having sex, but that 
basically all physical intimacy had to go, to make the ‘no 
sex’ bearable. 

“Edit: The divorce is amicable; the relationship wasn’t really 
working for either of us. It’s hard and painful to pull our lives 
apart, but I believe we’ll both be better off on the other side 
of this. 

“Thank you all for all the support. I feel like the turning point 
is near, when the grief will begin to diminish and I’ll be able 
to start living again. I have hope for 2021.” 

NefariousNik commented: 
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“I’ve been with my wife 23 years now. What helped us was 
sleeping naked, making sure to get alone time (we have five 
kids), and me telling her that if she feels frisky to let me 
know. She never used to tell me when she wanted to have 
sex. She was just too shy and self-conscious about her body. 
I finally talked her into being more open with me about it. 

“I made it sound simple, but it was a lot of work. I, too, 
started to feel like sex was pity sex. It got to a point where I 
didn’t even want to talk about having sex because I felt like 
I was begging.” 

Entheoddity commented, “I feel like sleeping naked together 
is incredibly important to maintaining regular sexual contact. 
Removing that physical barrier to sex seems small but can 
be really huge in a day-to-day context.” 

cfspen514 commented, “I agree. My husband and I have 
sometimes struggled with my fluctuating libido (caused by a 
multitude of problems). But one thing we’ve always done is 
sleep naked, in addition to having a smaller bed so we’re 
forced to be closer. Even when I’m feeling my least sexual, 
having his naked body wrapped around me can change my 
mind real quick. A lot of our sex happens right before we fall 
asleep or right when we wake up.” 

TheScarfScarfington comented, “Our sex life has slowed a 
lot ever since we got a king-size bed, and I never really made 
the connection!” 

astoeiansound commented: 

“Been married for seven years, together for 10. Have had this 
issue come up several times throughout. ‘I always feel like 
I’m initiating, makes me not feel wanted, sometimes I’m 
rejected and it hurts,’ etc. 

“What I found works best is just being open and talking 
about it before you get horny (and she’s not). For instance, 
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the kids were at the grandparents yesterday and we were 
about to go get some coffee. I wasn’t in the mood and likely 
neither was she, but I noticed the opportunity and asked, 
‘Hey, wanna get a quickie in before we go?’ Worked out 
great. 

“I use this approach a lot. Since I’m not usually horny when 
I ask, if she says she’s not in the mood I don’t feel 
emotionally rejected.”48 

49. “Gay People Of Reddit, What’s The Straightest 
Thing You’ve Ever Done?” 

1) republican-jesus wrote: 

“I’m an androgynous lesbian and I once got hit on by a man 
in a gay bar who thought I was a twink. 

“It was so gay it was straight ….” 

no_srsly_fuck_you wrote, “I am a gay man, and this made 
me remember the time I approached a boy at a bar and 
realized he was a lesbian.” 

arisgjaodosd commented, “Heard that one multiple times at 
pride parades from friends who like younger guys. ‘Ooh, 
that’s a cute boy! No, wait, just a lesbian.’” 

2) Weeaboo_Trash wrote, “When I was in the fifth grade, I 
hadn’t realized I was a lesbian yet, but noticed all of my 
friends were talking about boys they had a crush on. Wanting 
to fit in, I literally picked a boy in my class at random and 
said I had a crush on him. The only good part was I didn’t 
really care when he rejected me.” 

 
48 Source: adruhich, “How important is sex in a relationship?” reddit. 
AskReddit. 1 January 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y7urzqf9>. 
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emilyjfuckoff commented, “YES! I picked a friend, because 
he WAS technically the guy I liked most. I assumed that’s 
how everyone was doing it — name the guy you most like 
hanging out with, he must be your crush.” 

Eggplantosaur commented, “Falling in love with a girl for 
the first time was such an eye opener. Everything just 
clicked” 

emilyjfuckoff commented, “Oh, shit, I’d definitely been in 
puppy-love a lot! I just was the QUEEN of obliviousness, 
and thought this was how ALL girls felt about their ‘best 
friends.’ That’s what the ‘BEST’ label meant, duuuh. One 
day, I was obviously going to wake up and be interested in 
boys!” 

3) laur3en wrote: 

“I’m a lesbian and I have an extremely shy best friend who 
gets constantly teased because he’s never had a girlfriend. 

“A couple years back, we had a deal where I’d pretend to be 
his girlfriend in front of extended family / friends / work 
whenever he had an event to attend in exchange for free food 
and videogames. 

“I appear in quite a few family albums.” 

4) LaoudlyTrash wrote: 

“God, I could write a book about this, but back when I was 
in college I had a huge crush on my roommate. I was out as 
a lesbian, but she was ‘straight.’ There’s a lot to the story, 
but the gist of it is I ended up fucking her boyfriend a lot, 
firstly in the context of threesomes, but then even solo. It was 
the only way I’d get to fool around with her. Either her 
boyfriend was there, or I earned her physical affection by 
fucking her boyfriend. 
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“I didn’t realize it at the time but there is a 100% chance she 
was both bi and into BDSM stuff, even if she didn’t realize 
either of those things herself. She just really got off on 
watching and making me do uncomfortable things, and to be 
fair I got off on it myself a little. I would never have sex with 
a man of my own volition. I didn’t enjoy any of the actual 
activity. But it made my crush smile, so I did it. 

“I was so fucking awful to myself.” 

5) AllCarvedUp wrote, “When I was in middle school, I tried 
to seem as straight as possible because I went to a Christian 
charter school. Everyone from that school is mind blown that 
I have a girlfriend now.” 

stopannoyingwithnname asked, “How do you act straight?” 

AllCarvedUp answered, “Lots of fawning over boys — got 
a few to think I actually liked them. I’m bi, but those boys 
were gross. Wearing all the stupid pencil skirts and listening 
to all the stupid shit the other girls did. Never joined in with 
people being homophobic or transphobic, though, I couldn’t 
fake it that hard.” 

6) Ryuaalba wrote, “Married my husband. I prefer women, 
but he’s special.” 

Team_Braniel commented: 

“My wife did this. 

“She dumped me two weeks after we started dating because 
she was gay (I didn’t know) and went out with me only 
because she was fighting with her girlfriend and wanted to 
piss her off. She said she was getting really attached to me 
and the whole male / penis thing was freaking her out and 
she couldn’t deal with it. 
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“Called me back three weeks later and said she worked 
through some stuff, and if I would be understanding, she’d 
like to try dating me (a guy) again. 

“We’ve been married 17 years now. She still likes girls — 
she just loves me.” 

MattaMorphosis asked, “Yeah, but does she still hate your 
penis?” 

Team_Braniel replied: 

“The penis is kind of what caused the whole breakup thing 
at two weeks. We were getting intimate and she got 
progressively less comfortable but kept wanting to continue. 
We stopped and the next day she knocks at my door in tears 
and explains the whole thing and says we have to stop seeing 
each other, and she can’t cope with the confusion. 

“The only thing I could really say was ‘I’m sorry for having 
a penis.’ I was really sad, but there was nothing I could do. 
It was like the ultimate ‘It’s not you, it’s me.’ 

“Once we got back together, it went a lot smoother. She 
didn’t have any hesitation when the time came and it was 
sort of like a mental block had been lifted. Like once she 
accepted my body, it didn’t bother her as much anymore. I’m 
only guessing here — she never really explained her inner 
feelings about coming to terms with me in detail. 

“We’ve been a unified force ever since. Our relationship has 
been the easiest thing in my whole life. I can’t imagine not 
having her with me. We don’t even go shopping without 
each other unless we absolutely have to. 

“Also, we have a 13-year-old daughter.” 

MattaMorphosis replied, “Sweet, sounds like it worked out. 
Also, sounds like her identity got sort of shattered because 
she wanted to be with you. She was probably upset, not over 
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your penis, but by the fact that she thought she was gay and 
liked only women / vaginas. I’ve had similar experiences 
before; it can be overwhelming feeling so confused about 
what you want, and who you are.” 

WafflesAreEpic commented: 

“Knew a girl in college who had something similar. For her 
it was because she’d come out as gay when she was about 13 
and it was rough. Didn’t get much in the way of support, lots 
of ‘it’s a phase, you’ll find a good man,’ etc., didn’t get 
kicked out of home per se, but it was so unpleasant there she 
left. 

“So basically her being a lesbian was a huge part of her 
identity. Then she met someone and fell madly in love.. 
except it was a man. Struggled pretty hard with it, no doubt 
in large part because she felt that it was validating all those 
‘it’s a phase’ things. 

“Eventually she just accepted that she was a bisexual who 
was primarily attracted to women and very few men … and 
had found one of those men. Last I heard they were married 
with kids.”49 

50. “Women Who Have Ever Utilized The Service Of A 
Male Prostitute, What Was The Experience Like?” 

1) pharmabra wrote: 

“Though I have never paid for male escorts, a fairly well-off 
and incredibly attractive friend of mine has. She has a high-
powered career and is traveling the majority of the year. Her 

 
49 Source: lwadmin, “Gay people of Reddit. What’s the straightest thing 
you’ve ever done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/yd3jfcoe>. 
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sights are focused on building her career as quickly as 
possible so she doesn’t currently have time for a relationship. 

“She has paid for male escorts several times a year. Her 
reasoning is that she would rather have no strings attached 
sex with a professional rather than risk being disappointed 
and go through the motions of getting ready for a night out- 
going to the bar, etc. 

“She explained to me that efficiency and reliability is 
everything. She is able to request an up-to-date STD test 
prior to the date and can expect complete discretion. 

“All you people saying women shouldn’t have to pay for sex 
are valid, but if you want some quality control, it makes 
sense to pay a premium.” 

2) arxbggxddess wrote, “I was at a very low point in my life 
while I was living in Mexico. Mexico has an abundance of 
sex work and prostitution. I paid a male prostitute just to 
cuddle and have him listen to my feelings. It was a good 
experience.” 

3) GameSnake wrote, “They have these sort of gigolos in 
exotic vacation areas like Jamaica, for example, who cater to 
older, wealthier women who are looking for the whole nine 
yards (not just sex). It’s the company, romance and sex they 
are paying for. This sort of thing is rare, as you can imagine, 
but there are women looking for a good time with company 
and an exotic male to do it with as the women themselves 
may be single or something.” 

optiongeek wrote, “I saw what looked like that kind of 
situation at a resort in Nassau. A gentleman walked up to an 
older woman travelling alone as she was arriving in the 
lobby to check in. He introduced himself and immediately 
started to explain about the wonderful time he was going to 
provide her on her vacation. She seemed quite into it, and he 
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never left her side. I saw them together for the rest of my 
stay there. More power to her, I guess.”50 

51. “Girls Of Reddit, What Was The Most Direct Hint 
You Were Ready For Sex That Your Partner At The 
Time Completely Ignored?” 

1) schieveni wrote, “I can start off. Back in college, on a 
third date when I was totally crushing on this guy, we 
finished a long hike and were planning to have lunch 
together. He insisted on showering before. I said, ‘Okay, 
let’s shower at my place,’ and he said that he didn’t ‘want to 
be an inconvenience’ and that he would meet up with me 
after a quick shower at his dorm. He didn’t put two and two 
together until weeks later when I first blew him in the shower 
and told him how he could’ve had this the first time we went 
hiking!” 

2) KathkunaMayNo wrote, “I said I was interested; he said 
he was tired. I told him that he didn’t have to do much; he 
said he was dirty from work. I said, ‘If you wash it, I’ll suck 
it.’ He said, ‘Meh ….’” 

Outcryqq commented, “This wasn’t after a hike, was it?” 

KathkunaMayNo replied, “No, it was after my marriage 
started failing.” 

3) DietyBeta wrote: 

“Guy here. 

“My girlfriend texted me she wanted to have sex. I was 
gaming, so didn’t see the message. Missed my chance. 

 
50 Source: JediBeagle1, “Women who have ever utilized the service of 
a male prostitute, what was the experience like?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 
January 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8kknocp>. 
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“We live together.” 

bipolarbutterfly commented: 

“Girl here. 

“I’ve sent that text to my boyfriend, and this exact situation 
happened. Lol. He missed it by two hours, too.” 

4) vtxlulu wrote, “I asked my boyfriend if he wanted to have 
fun; he used this phrase many years ago and it stuck. He 
looked at me and said, ‘I am,’ with his Xbox controller in 
hand. I just stared at him, nodded my head, and rolled over 
to go to sleep. It didn’t take long for him to realize I wasn’t 
asking him if he was having fun but rather if he wanted to.”51 

52. “Ladies Of Reddit — Have You Ever Experienced A 
Person Trying To ‘Steal’ Your Significant Other? What 
Was Your Reaction?” 

1) noonecaresat805 wrote, “My theory is: If you can steal 
him, you can have him. If you were able to easily steal him 
from me, then he’s not the one for me.” 

droid_revolt commented, “Yes, exactly. I haven’t 
experienced anybody mounting a concerted effort at 
separating me and my husband, but I have witnessed several 
attempts at flirting with him, and each time it was just kind 
of amusing. I didn’t do anything, and my husband was 
entirely oblivious (and uncooperative), and we went home 
and continued to have a healthy marriage.” 

 
51 Source: schieveni, “Girls of reddit, what was the most direct hint you 
were ready for sex that your partner at the time completely ignored? 
How did they feel when they realized it?” 
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Ilikeitdownunder commented, “This is what I tell my 
daughter when she listens to ‘Jolene’ by Dolly Parton! Let 
Jolene have the sucker if he is that easy! Fuck him.” 

2) rudebish wrote, “I wouldn’t stay ‘steal’ but definitely 
crossing the line. This was at a wedding … by the bride. My 
husband is pretty hot and she was pretty drunk; it was weird 
and embarrassing and he wouldn’t leave my side. It was 
annoying me, so I turned around and said, ‘What is going 
on? Why are you acting like Velcro?’ To which he said, 
‘She’s hitting on me and it’s fucking weird. Help.’ I have 
never laughed so hard, but when I saw what he meant — 
damn! It was super awkward because the groom had to tell 
her to cool it.” 

thatintrovertedgirl wrote, “Are they divorced yet?” 

rudebish replied, “Surprisingly, no. They went on to have 
three kids. They seem happy and I’m glad for them.” 

3) MadameKitsune wrote: 

“I usually laugh because he’s often completely oblivious, but 
then I tell him what’s going on and ask him to understand 
my discomfort and proceed however he feels best. He laughs 
and tells me he loves me, but I’m wrong, but then the penny 
drops and he nopes himself out of there. 

“The last one was a woman who was briefly a co-worker. I 
don’t know what it was about her that set my Spidey Senses 
tingling, but when he told me that she’d deliberately leaned 
into him and sniffed him and told him that he smelled good 
when they were alone in his office it went from tingling to 
clanging. I spoke to him, and he told me I was being daft but 
that he’d be careful around her. She left the company soon 
afterwards and then left the company she’d moved to and it 
all started coming out through the industry grapevine — 
she’d been hitting on clients pretty hard, telling different 
fantasy stories about non-existent rich boyfriends, supposed 
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relationships with clients / co-workers and a whole load of 
other stuff. My Significant Other also admitted that as much 
as he thought I’d been irrationally jealous he’d taken on 
board what I’d said and taken care to keep a distance 
between himself and her, and as a result he was one of the 
few who didn’t have to untangle his name from the chaos 
she caused.” 

4) ejly wrote: 

“I had a down-low, no-good, dirty rotten boyfriend whom a 
friend of mine took a shine to for no clear reason. My mom 
picked up on the clues before I did and was going to tell me 
then decided not to. 

“The friend and boyfriend were cheating together within a 
few weeks. I was devastated, but Mom brought me chocolate 
and I got over him. My former friend ended up with a kid or 
two, and an ex with jail time. 

“I dodged a bullet.”52 

53. “What’s Your Favorite Thing Your Significant 
Other Does?” 

1) luckycharms_889 wrote, “If we have an argument and are 
both huffing, she will secretly order us our favourite take-
away meal and leave it in the kitchen. I can’t resist opening 
it and then she will come into me and say, ‘Oh?’ And we will 
both just start laughing and say sorry.” 

ProjectWinter7305 commented, “That’s precious. Things I 
wish I tried but will take with me in the future.” 

 
52 Source: New-Walrus-8963, “Ladies of Reddit - have you ever 
experienced a person trying to ‘steal’ your significant other? What was 
your reaction?” Reddit. AskWomen. 2 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/yb6wkca9>. 
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2) kukukele wrote, “She’ll turn off her phone and give me 
her undivided attention.” 

-sbl- commented, “Damn, I wish I had that. I sometimes feel 
like something I want to tell her isn’t even worth telling 
because it can’t compete with her Instagram feed anyways.” 

3) I_must_not_buuut wrote: 

“My Significant Other is a bit of a music nerd, so when he 
discovers a new album, he puts it on speaker 

“The thing is, he often gets so lost in the moment that he 
starts dramatically mouthing the words and dances along to 
the tunes. Soon enough he drags me into his little eccentric 
dance 

“Are we good at dancing? Hell, no, but he’s fucken feelin’ 
it, and in those moments the strongest emotions I feel are 
happiness and gratefulness for his existence.” 

4) mkm577 wrote, “He gets super excited about things he is 
interested in, but even more excited when they are things I 
am also interested in because it’s something we can share.” 

5) AHedgehogNamedSeb wrote, “He can never remember 
the lyrics to any songs. That doesn’t stop him from singing 
along at the top of his voice. We’re long distance at the 
moment and he sends me voice memos of him singing along 
to songs he knows I like, always with the absolutely wrong 
lyrics. He’s adorable.” 

pepperdcitrus wrote, “My boyfriend is like this with lyrics 
and sayings. He always gets them wrong. One time he got 
home from work first and was sitting in my spot on the 
couch. All comfy and with the remote, meaning he was in 
charge of the TV. I walk in and he smugly says, ‘My, how 
the roles have reversed.’ I started cracking up. The look on 
his face told me he had been planning this since he sat on the 
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couch. He couldn’t be bothered to use Google and figure out 
it’s ‘My how the tables have turned.’” 

6) SmileIntelligent3940 wrote: 

“I love watching him watch the things he loves. The way he 
lights up and laughs is indescribable. 

“I also really love when he randomly touches me. Sometime 
he’ll lean over and pat my head, or gently tug my hair, or 
bop whatever body part is closest with the remote, and I 
absolutely love it. And I especially love that he does it often 
and entirely unprompted.” 

7) Back2Bach wrote, “Coming home, I find all my shirts 
arranged from dark colors on one side of the closet to lights 
on the other — like a rainbow.”53 

54. “What Is The Biggest ‘Fuck It, I’ll Do It Myself’ 
Moment?” 

1) PlayBadRunGood wrote, “When the wife is not in the 
mood.” 

Dahhhkness commented, “Wife.exe is not responding. 
Execute manual override? Y/N.” 

2) DqnkDoggo wrote, “When I was in kindergarten, I was 
trying to glue something for a project (I don’t remember the 
exact thing I was doing), but dried glue blocked the top of 
the glue bottle. I didn’t want to ask for help or a new bottle, 

 
53 Source: Danielly13, “What’s your favorite thing your SO does?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 4 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/yy6erbbu>. 
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so I took the cap off and poured half the bottle on my project 
by accident.”54 

55. “What Is The Weirdest / Most Extreme Thing You’ve 
Done To Get A Love Interest’s Attention?” 

1) figstea wrote: 

“It was fourth grade. I was making Valentines for my class. 
I was gluing candy hearts on paper … everyone in my class 
got a very platonic conversation heart. Except my crush. He 
got one that said, ‘Be mine.’ 

“I still remember the anxiety I had in class that day handing 
out my Valentines — hoping that he would think it was just 
a fluke conversation heart that he got … or maybe … it 
would be more? It was quite the Tina-from-Bob’s-Burgers 
moment. 

“He didn’t even notice, ripped the candy off the paper, and 
promptly ate it. 

“Jason, if you are reading this, I don’t even like you 
anymore. So there.” 

2) RamsesThePigeon wrote: 

“Many, many years ago, I became rather enamored with a 
young woman named Alena. She was a slender brunette with 
emerald-colored eyes and an infectious smile … and based 
solely on the fact that I found her so attractive, I decided that 
we were destined to be together. There was only one 
problem: Although Alena and I shared more than a few 

 
54 Source: i_am_dan16, “What is the biggest ‘fuck it I’ll do it myself’ 
moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyc5kq8s>. 
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interests and personality traits, she had somehow neglected 
to notice that we were perfectly matched. 

“So I set out to show her. 

“That, uh … that may have sounded more sinister than I’d 
intended. 

“Anyway, I put my plan into effect on the night before 
Valentine’s Day: After sneakily determining what sort of 
gifts Alena liked to receive (by way of asking her, ‘Hey, 
Alena, what sort of gifts do you like to receive?’), I managed 
to procure a small plant in a blue pot. With the help of the 
girl’s roommate, I would enter Alena’s kitchen, leave the 
item somewhere just out of sight, and then wait for her to 
discover it the following morning. Looking back on things 
now, I realize that she probably would have wound up 
thinking, ‘Oh, god, did he break into my house?’ at best … 
but I wasn’t in the clearest state of mind at the time, because 
I just assumed that she’d be swept off her feet by the 
seemingly magical manifestation of a romantic present. 

“As it turned out, neither of those possibilities came to pass. 

“See, Alena was supposed to be working on the evening in 
question, but she’d had a last-minute change of schedule, 
returning home less than a minute after I had arrived. Her 
roommate and I exchanged hurried whispers about places 
where I might sequester myself … but since time was of the 
essence, I had to make do with curling up behind the counter 
that separated the kitchen from the living room. 

“Several seconds passed in tense silence before I heard 
Alena’s voice. ‘Uh … hi, Max.’ 

“‘You can’t see me,’ I replied. ‘I’m hiding.’ 

“Fortunately, even though I had thoroughly failed to surprise 
her (at least in the way that I’d intended), Alena nonetheless 
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appreciated the effort. She accepted the plant with a genuine 
smile, and it only broadened after I started explaining why I 
had been sneaking around in her apartment. Then, after 
hearing my story, she asked why I had attempted such a 
convoluted way of giving her a gift. 

“All I could say was that it had seemed like a good idea at 
the time. 

“TL;DR: I hid in my crush’s kitchen on the night before 
Valentine’s Day.” 

3) withoutlebels120 wrote, “I’m afraid of heights but went 
bungee jumping with her. She didn’t want to do it alone, so 
we went tandem. Happily married for 10 years now.” 

4) tabitha1221 wrote, “This was done to me not by me, but 
it’s weird as hell so I think it deserves a mention. Years ago, 
when I was in cosmetology school, I gave a dude a haircut. 
We had a very normal, small-talk kind of conversation 
during which I mentioned that I hadn’t eaten breakfast. I 
finished the haircut, he paid and left. About an hour later, 
Dude showed back up at the salon with one of every single 
item on the McDonald’s breakfast menu. There were dozens 
of bags of food. So much breakfast. All of the breakfast.” 

5) Ryukotaicho wrote: 

“Kindergarten, age four or five, my classroom shared an 
interior door with his classroom (no idea why). I fixated on 
him, no idea why. I slipped little paper hearts under the door 
to him and he would be teased about it by his classmates. 

“A few years later, we’re on friendly terms, I straight up told 
him to that we were gonna get married and have 12 kids. 

“Now, we’ve known each other for 30 years, our sexuality 
isn’t compatible, he’s more like a sibling and one of my 
roommates.” 
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6) RealPokesatsu wrote: 

“In high school, there was a girl I knew who liked the Toon 
Yu-Gi-Oh cards. I found this out from a mutual friend, so I 
thought I’d try out drawing a Toon version of her favorite 
card Alligator Sword. Strange card to have as a favorite, but 
I respected that. I mean, mine at the time was Formula 
Synchron, so … 

“Anyway, I drew the card art the best I could in the Toon art 
style, but it’s what our mutual friend did that made it weird. 
Our mutual friend wrote, ‘Will you be my Happy Lover?’ on 
it without me noticing. When I gave it to the girl I liked, she 
loved it so much. She was just about to give me her number 
before reading that on the back. Found out in that moment, 
and then she said, ‘I didn’t know you were that serious about 
me.’ We ended up not dating just because of that. 

“Moral of the story: Don’t change anything involving a 
friend’s relationship unless asked by those involved.” 

7) Asenath-Waite wrote, “He said he liked bangs, so I got 
bangs. Don’t do it, ladies.”55 

56. “Women Who Got Proposed To But Rejected It, Why 
And How Did Your Life Change Afterwards?” 

1) S-Crumbly wrote: 

“Probably not exactly the situation you’re asking about but 
a humorous story. 

 
55 Source: wobby9, “What is the weirdest/most extreme thing you’ve 
done to get a love interest’s attention?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 January 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yy7txfjt>. 
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“I was proposed to in a pretty nonchalant manner by a fellow 
student at my local community college. I had just turned 21 
and he was in his mid 40’s. The class was scuba diving. 

“He has some really good reasons for me to marry him. He 
was completely deaf, so his proposal was witnessed by an 
interpreter and most of the class. He spoke well but was a 
little hard to understand at times so he signed and spoke the 
whole thing while the interpreter stood by to make sure I 
understood what he was saying and had to repeat a couple 
things that I didn’t catch. 

“The class was pretty laid back, so we were all mostly 
comfortable with each other. Hanging out chatting after class 
one day and he gets my attention and says, very matter of 
fact, ‘We should get married, here’s why,’ and proceeds to 
list several reasons why. Some of his reasons were:  

“I could drive his Jeep any time I wanted. It was a brand-
new Rubicon and I had an older grand Cherokee so 
obviously I love jeeps.  

“I could play music as loud as I wanted any time of day, 
wouldn’t bother him.  

“We would never fight because he couldn’t hear me anyway.  

“He had a job, collected disability pay, and had his own 
home so I would never have to work.  

“I always looked so interested in what he had to say. That 
one was him picking on [joking with?] me because he knew 
I didn’t know sign language. 

“He said it would be perfect. I agreed with him that it did 
sound pretty great, except for the fact that he was the same 
age as my dad and that was weird. 

“I kindly declined his proposal and he joked about me 
crushing his spirits and hope — I was the only girl for him. 
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“He pretty much dropped it, but he would ask me 
occasionally throughout the rest of the class, ‘Change your 
mind yet?’ Then we’d have a good laugh. 

“He was the nicest guy, and I think he was just a little lonely. 
He was always kind hearted and loved helping everyone out. 
He loved that he was on an even playing field while scuba 
diving: No one can hear under water. He was fun to be 
around. Too bad he was twice my age. 

“Jerry, if you’re out there and remember this interaction, I 
dated a few guys who were shit compared to how you’d treat 
a lady and I thought about your proposal often. I’m 
incredibly happy with the boy whom I hope to marry 
someday and I genuinely hope you’ve found someone who 
makes you happy and treats you well.” 

2) BobosBigSister wrote: 

“Why? Because he was a drunken stranger and I was a 17-
year-old grocery store cashier. Of course, it didn’t change 
my life at all, but it’s a memory that makes me smile. 

“ETA [Edited To Add]: He was charming / funny drunk, not 
creepy / angry drunk — which is very important to my 
remembering this fondly ….” 

zT1TzbaT commented, “That’s nice of him, I guess. If you 
lived in the 1600s and were running a shop stand and a 
drunken stranger proposed to you then, do you think 
anything would change?” 

pempaccount44106, “‘No.’ ‘I’ll give you a couple goats.’” 

GozerDGozerian commented, “Who could refuse a Greatest 
Of All Time?” 

3) damnit_jen wrote,  
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“A 92-year-old man at a nursing home used to ask me and 
every other woman to marry him daily.  

“He had this whole sweet old man line: ‘You’re the most 
beautiful woman I’ve ever seen.’  

“I would reply, ‘I just heard you say the same thing to that 
nurse.’ 

“‘But you’re prettier.’  

“Made me smile every time. He had forgotten he was already 
married.” 

PM_me_ur_navel_girl commented, “My grandpa’s also 92, 
and he’s like that. No dementia and has never gone as far as 
asking someone else to marry him, but if you’re female you 
can guarantee he’ll put on the flirt!”56 

57. “If Wanting To Be Cute / Attractive Was Ever Really 
Important To You, How Did You Get Over It?” 

1) MyNextVacation wrote, “Honestly, I learned to make the 
most of my looks and I like the way I look now.” 

2) Sexy_Sasquatch_ wrote, “Speaking for myself, when I 
learned not to take myself too seriously. Also aging a bit. I’m 
approaching 40. Which isn’t old. But cute and 40 don’t go 
together like cute and let’s say 20 do. Also, I try to look good 
and be attractive as best I can to the point where I myself feel 
comfortable in my own skin. If I’m obsessing on how others 
will perceive me, then I find that it’s harder to get over.” 

3) Linorelai wrote, “I see nothing wrong with wanting to be 
cute and attractive, so I just don’t get over it.” 

 
56 Source: Interesting-Cod478, “Women who got proposed to but 
rejected it, why and how did your life change afterwards?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 5 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/yxp63a9f>. 
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4) eevee_on_a_roll wrote, “Realised that my personality 
makes me 10x more attractive anyway.” 

5) ethicalanarchist wrote, “I realized that my husband looked 
at me and desired me the exact same way after being together 
now for five years, looking a hot mess, and chasing after 
three kids, as he did when we first dated. Nothing has 
changed. I still take pride in myself, though.” 

6) DaniaSyberian wrote, “It’s still important to me, but not 
in a ‘pleasing others’ way. I want to look attractive for my 
standards and for myself. So I’m taking care of my body, 
hair, I enjoy fashion … etc. :)” 

7) naanbud wrote: 

“I like feeling cute and attractive. I love putting on makeup 
because it makes me feel good. Sometimes I sacrifice that 
for comfort, though. Sweats, no makeup, and a hat. On those 
days, I value my comfort over being pretty and I get to feel 
comfy as a result. On the days I choose to wear makeup, I 
love passing by a mirror and admiring myself. Not as easy 
or comfortable, but it makes me feel good in a different way. 

“The pandemic has changed me. I’m more confident without 
makeup than I’ve been since I started using it regularly. I’ve 
realized I can still be cute without it. Or I tell myself it 
doesn’t matter how I look because I don’t really care what 
people think. However, I won’t stop enjoying my appearance 
when I do get dolled up. Different strokes for different 
folks.” 

8) AlreadyOlder wrote, “Who says I’m over it?” 

9) Nerabariine wrote, “I started approaching my 30s and the 
stereotype of being considered over the hill feels freeing in 
a way. I also adore art and photography, so I enjoy looking 
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at attractive people. I’ll live vicariously through my faves 
instead.”57 

58. “Ladies, Have You Ever Walked Out On A Date? If 
So, Why?” 

1) Kemokira wrote, “He told me the man should always be 
in charge. I told him he was welcome to think anything he 
wanted to, but I’m leaving. He tried to pretend like he was 
just joking, but I wasn’t willing to hear any more of his 
bullshit.” 

stephnelbow commented, “I admire you.” 

2) Narwen189 wrote, “I didn’t want to kiss him, and instead 
of backing off he got whiny and pushy, as if his feelings 
being hurt over that mattered more than my feelings of 
discomfort. He genuinely seemed to think that because he 
considered himself ‘a decent guy’ that it couldn’t possibly 
be bad or uncomfortable for me to kiss him. It was frankly 
disturbing and I told him so and left.” 

3) dadadawn wrote, “Sort of. He was at my house to pick me 
up, and he was waiting for me while I locked my patio door. 
I could see my couch from my hall from the kitchen back to 
the front room, and as I was coming back I saw my little dog, 
who was nine years old and had just had surgery and was 
lying on the couch, kind of hobbled over to where he was 
sitting and sniffed at him. He looked so disgusted and shoved 
her off the couch. I lost it bad. I freaked out, kicked him out 
of my house, and took my dog to the vet the next day to make 
sure she was ok. I also sent him the bill and told him I didn’t 

 
57 Source: snoomami, “If wanting to be cute/attractive was ever really 
important to you, how did you get over it?” Reddit. AskWomen. 5 
January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y3xxuwel>. 
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care if it was only $60 — if he didn’t pay it, I would take his 
ass to court.” 

4) slytherin23 wrote, “He asked what I thought about him 
kissing me within like 15 minutes of talking. I said no. He 
did it anyway and didn’t even let me push him away. He said 
he ‘just couldn’t help himself.’ Hell fucking nope. I ran.” 

5) Hoang_Viet wrote, “Walked out, no, but I basically ended 
one in 2019 when he said he hated kids. I have a son. Wee 
bit of a deal-breaker.” 

Irakcarl commented, “Same. I make sure they know I have a 
child before I go on dates, too, yet still get it.” 

Hoang_Viet replied, “It is what it is. How old is yours?” 

irakcarl answered: 

“Eighteen months. 

“So it’s hilarious when they say they don’t like kids or 
babies. Meanwhile, I’m in my third outfit because my 
daughter had a blowout in my first and my boobs leaked in 
my second. 

“Plus I want more kids.” 

6) AlienPeal wrote, “Back when I was in university, I was 
working half-time to pay for it. I started dating this nice guy 
from the office and eventually we had sex after the third date. 
The next thing he said when we finished was, ‘I never 
thought it was going to be me.’ I asked him, ‘Why?’ and he 
told me the guys on the office were betting to see who was 
going to sleep with me first. Needless to say, I left 
immediately and didn’t talk to him again. I felt so disgusted 
and ashamed that I ended quitting that job about a month 
later.” 
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7) storagewarcry wrote, “He went over to the neighbouring 
table and hushed a baby who was happily babbling.” 

8) ChiliGoblin wrote, “Yes, he was shaking like a 
chihuahua! I know I’m going to be the strong one with pretty 
much anyone but still, don’t shake like a chihuahua. You 
can’t be two heads taller than me and have me worried I 
could accidentally break you.” 

throwawayleverage asked, “He was nervous?” 

ChiliGoblin answered, “I guess. He didn’t seem really 
comfortable around women. The ‘nervous on a first date’ can 
be cute, but he was on another level — the ‘I’m probably 
some kind of creep who has problems with women’ level.” 

9) ur_internet_mom wrote, “The day I met him he kept 
saying I am ‘his woman,’ and being pushy about kissing, 
insisted on holding hands, etc. And kept saying how 
disgusting is the fact that I am a smoker (cigarettes) when he 
is a smoker himself. He was so annoying. So I went home, 
blocked his number, and never talked to him again.”58 

59. “What Do You Want That You Would Never Admit 
Out Loud?” 

1) slythergin wrote, “Romcom-type romance. In these times 
that would mean something like driving up to a castle on a 
hill, dancing in the car’s headlights, listening to cheesy love 
songs while drinking white wine. Just stargazing and talking 
through the night. Someone who would remember all the 
tiny details about me, like the fact I’m scared of bridges, so 
they’d avoid them, etc.” 

 
58 Source: throwawayleverage, “Ladies, have you ever walked out on a 
date? If so, why?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y46d2oqp>. 
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those_silly_dogs commented, “Lol. Sometimes, it’s better to 
not watch romcoms Or read those regency novels. It’s sad 
that a handsome, rich, sweet but rogue-ish Duke is not after 
me.” 

2) MadHK wrote, “To be a housewife and have my husband 
pay for everything. I wouldn’t say I desire it wholeheartedly, 
but the thought has definitely crossed my mind on multiple 
occasions.” 

3) taytaylyn wrote, “To be conventionally beautiful, even 
hot, even for just one year of my life.” 

EmeryPow commented, “Yeah, just to see what it’s like 
daily! I hang out with hot friends and people give them free 
stuff all the time! Free drink, free appetizer … here, try this 
new makeup … hey, here’s a sweater I designed, wear it … 
excuse me, miss, do you need some help?” 

butchers_pinkie commented, “I want this so bad, but I hate 
attention so I feel like I’d get tired of it pretty quick.” 

liftmyhands commented, “Same! I feel all sorts of pressure 
to be a ~cool girl~ who doesn’t give a fuck about society’s 
standards, but damn would I love to just be stereotypically 
hot as hell.” 

4) RhinestoneJacket97 wrote, “Money. Lots of money. 
Constantly being told money isn’t everything and money 
won’t bring you happiness is easy to say. But I know for a 
fact that a lot of my problems would be solved and I’d sleep 
a lot better if I had more money. So many people are quick 
to dismiss this as a flaw and trivial to think about.”59 

 
59 Source: Melissa_And, “What do you want that you would never 
admit out loud?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5rurxbw>. 



 130 

60. “Moms With Small Kids, How Often Are You And 
Your Partner Really Getting It On And Under What 
Circumstances?” 

SaticaMommy wrote, “We have two toddlers and live far 
from family so breaks are rare and we are always tired — lol 
— so usually 1x a week. Two weeks max. We can get 
quickies in by putting on their fav shows and giving them 
popsicles, and during nap/quiet time or after bed. One time: 
‘Mommy and Daddy will be right back. We have to fix our 
bed.’ LOL.”60 

  

 
60 Source: [deleted], “Moms with small kids - how often are you and 
your partner really getting it on and under what circumstances?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 31 December 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yyj3taeo> 
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Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “What Are Some Tips For Making A First Date 
Incredibly Awkward And Uncomfortable?” 

1) macdongald wrote, “Talk about how much you loved your 
ex.” 

2) cloudlocke_OG wrote: 

“Say, ‘I have everything I need except ….’ 

“Stare deep into date’s eyes.” 

3) Sutec wrote, “Bring a book of first-date tips and then keep 
referencing it.” 

4) stew-pit wrote, “Just be yourself.” 

ArcherSrerious8382 commented, “You, sir, are a genius.” 

5) frghg wrote, “Bring your mother.” 

6) Crys_Heart wrote, “Constantly reassure your date that 
you are not, in fact, an octopus stuck in a suit, and constantly 
flail around desperately very octopus-like.”61 

62. “Remember When You Had The Perfect Answer But 
The Thread Was 12 Hours Old So It Never Got Read? 
What Was The Question And What Was Your Answer?” 

ThreeDucksInAManSuit wrote: 

“A dude was talking about his time living in Egypt. He was 
apparently very good looking and ended up dating a much-

 
61 Source: berrybrews, “What are some tips for making a first date 
incredibly awkward and uncomfortable?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 January 
2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y2vvv6t2>. 
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older local woman who was loaded. She took care of him the 
entire time he was there and they left on good terms. 

“I commented, ‘So you had a sugar mummy?’”62 

63. “Straight People Who Have Had LGBTQ+ People 
Tell You They Like You, What Is The Story?” 

1) Happy8Day wrote: 

“There’s no story, really. He’s a friend of mine and told me 
quite confidently he likes me and I said, ‘Dude, I wish that 
did it for me.’ 

“Every so often he’ll humourously say: ‘Are you sure you’re 
not even just a little bit gay?’ He’s cool about it. It’s fine. 
Hardly even qualifies as a story.” 

2) Faerie42 wrote, “I liked her back and explained that I’m 
unfortunately straight. She’s now my best friend and is 
married to the love of her life.” 

3) MostlyLurking2000 wrote: 

“On different occasions, in very clear and concise wording, 
she said I was cute, asked if I was straight and said she liked 
me. I didn’t take the hint. 

“God, I was dense.” 

MostlyLurking2000 added, “It gets worse, One time she 
grabbed my hand, saying I was pretty, and I sorta shrugged 
it off like, ‘I don’t see it, but thanks,’ so she looked me in the 

 
62 Source: gapyearwellspent, “Remember when you had the perfect 
answer but the thread was 12 hours old so it never got read? What was 
the question and what was your answer?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 January 
2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y2wfbrb2>. 
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eye and said, ‘No, you don’t get it!’ In fact, I still didn’t get 
it. I cringe remembering it.” 

4) punkwalrus wrote: 

“This was the 1980s. A group of ‘friends’ told the local gay 
community I was a young man looking to hook up with other 
gay people ‘as just a prank, bro.’ I got. … asked out, I guess, 
twice. 

“Both times, the young men were horrified and apologized 
profusely when they realized I was not gay. I mean, the first 
one feared-for-his-life apologized. The second one had an 
idea he’d been set up and clued me in. 

“First, despite the conservative ‘moral majority’ times under 
Reagan’s era, I had been in theater and knew of the gay 
community. I had gay friends, so it was no big deal. Second, 
I was so pissed that those douchebags I hung out with did 
this, not because gay people came up to me, but because 
these ‘friends’ treated gay people like some kind of joke. I 
mean, these gay guys were guys who wanted love like 
anyone else. 

“I’d love to say I took those ‘friends’ by the ear and gave 
them a Danny Tanner moment with a gentle synth 
soundtrack in a minor key, but once they confessed their 
‘joke,’ I didn’t say anything and stopped hanging out with 
them. 

“I still think about how scared those guys were. I hope they 
found love later on.” 

theje1 asked, “Do you think they were scared because they 
felt they were being impolite, or they feared some sort of 
retaliation?” 

punkwalrus commented, “I think the latter. I mean, the first 
guy was like, ‘Oh God, oh God, I AM SO, SO SORRY!’ and 
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backed away from me. The second guy was a bit more cool 
about it. ‘Ah, I am so sorry. Hey, listen, you might want to 
be aware ….’ I forgot how he figured it out, maybe it had 
happened before. I told him about the last guy (which was 
hours before), and he was like, ‘Yeah … you have been set 
up.’ I confronted my pals, and they were so psyched like it 
was the ultimate prank and how it was hilarious gays thought 
I was gay, and then I just said nothing and stewed over it for 
a few days and just stopped hanging out with them.” 

Referring to the gay guy fearing for his life, NorthStarZero 
commented: 

“The same thing happened to me. I will never forget the 
abject terror in that man’s eyes when I told him I was 
straight. 

“And he was right to be scared, given that this was in the 
Army in the early 1990s. 

“I actually got really mad at him — not because he was gay, 
or hit on me (I didn’t care) but because now I was 
responsible for keeping his secret. 

“Which, as it happens, I did.” 

Note by David Bruce: Danny Tanner is the character played 
by Bob Saget in the TV sitcom Full House. 

5) carson298 wrote, “I just took it as a compliment and went 
on with the rest of my day. It actually made the girls in our 
group like me more, and they wanted to be with me.” 

6) SpiritOne wrote, “Apparently I’m just a hunky teddy bear 
for gay men. Which is weird, because the last thing I would 
describe myself as is hunky. It doesn’t bother me, though — 
it’s kind of flattering.” 

7) QuizzaciousZeitgeist wrote, “Went out as a friendly 
hangout to watch a theater play. Then when I went back to 
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my apartment, he told me he liked me. I politely explained 
that it wasn’t him, it was me. I am straight. He said that’s 
why he liked me, because I didn’t shame and throw away his 
feelings. He left, and we slowly faded away over time.” 

8) Lucretius91 wrote, “I said I was straight but was flattered 
that he thought I was cute and had nice skin. It was the first 
time I had met a gay person and this was in a seedy small-
town bar. He bought me a beer and we sang karaoke. We just 
hung out for a bit until we both moved out of town. He 
contacted me 10 years later, had lost about 70lbs and was 
happily married. I was the first guy he tried to ask out. He 
was in his 40s and just came out at the time. Anyway, he said 
he appreciated my honesty and not freaking out over him 
asking me out. He did marry the gaysian of his dreams, so 
happy for him.”63 

64. “What’s The Most Hilarious Thing To Ever Happen 
To You While On A Date?” 

1) ThisOneHasToBeBetter wrote: 

“We started making out and he kept running his hands 
through my hair. I was wearing a very loosely placed wig 
and was mortified that he’d just pull it off. I kept pushing my 
wig back up with one hand all while kissing him. The whole 
situation was just so amusing. He eventually realized that I 
was acting weird and when he looked at my face I didn’t 
want him to see that I was almost laughing so I closed my 
eyes and pretended I was having an orgasm from the kissing.  

“Another one: Guy looked like he was in his late 40s, but I 
suppose he was probably older. I was 28. He invited me 

 
63 Source: BillCypher001, “[Serious] Straight people who have had 
LGBTQ+ people tell you they like you, what is the story?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 8 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y366jj4b>. 
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down to his basement because he wanted to show me 
something. He then proceeded to dust off a very old 
computer that he switched on and asked me to type a letter 
for him because he ‘doesn’t know computers’ and that I 
seemed to be ‘very clever since I worked in tech support.’ 
So I spent the rest of the date typing up the letter while he 
looked on, all amazed at my ‘skills.’” 

ThisOneHasToBeBetter added, “Lol. One time some dude 
decided to pick me up and carry me upstairs to his bed. Mind 
you I’m a heavy girl — not too overweight but heavy enough 
to make him pull some muscles. I had no intentions of 
sleeping with him, but I kept quiet and watched him struggle 
as he carried me all the way up a flight of stairs. When he 
eventually managed to get me upstairs, he was sweating like 
hell and looked exhausted. I then told him that I changed my 
mind and left immediately. Poor dude.” 

CheerySCT commented, “I want to be you when I grow up.” 

2) Pinklady001 wrote, “My false eyelash began to drop off 
my lid, and I just pulled my lashes off in front of the fella.” 

3) cottagecorehoe wrote, “I was walking with my ex on a 
first date and suddenly my legs just … gave way. Like knees 
totally just buckled and I fell on the concrete while we were 
holding hands. I have never had that happen except for then 
and it hasn’t happened since (this was years ago). He never 
stopped the ‘you fell for me’ jokes after that during our 
relationship.” 

4) TitanGal23 wrote, “We were eating pizza in a restaurant, 
and he told a joke when I had my mouth full. I don’t 
remember the joke, but I immediately shot pizza out my 
mouth and across the table all over him.” 

5) GodlessandChildless wrote, “I ordered quail without 
knowing how to eat it so I ended up just ripping this tiny 
cooked bird apart with my bare hands.” 
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GodlessandChildless added, “It was on a first date with a guy 
I really liked by that point, and was at a fancy restaurant. 
They gave me utensils to cut it up with, but they didn’t seem 
to work so I had to switch to hands.” 

6) IDontHave20Letters wrote, “We were heavily making out 
and getting touchy when my Fitbit went off ‘step goal 
reached.’ I said, ‘Oh, nice, I met my goal today. Thanks for 
the help,’ or something along those lines. We laughed hard 
at it.”64 

65. “Women Of Reddit, Have You Been In A 
Relationship Where Someone Is Average Looking But 
Becomes Better Looking Over Time Because Of Their 
Personality, Or Someone Is Just Conventionally 
Attractive But You’ve Been Immediately Attracted To? 
How Has That Affected Things?” 

1) shostakofish wrote: 

“My partner is the bane of incels. He’s shorter than me, he’s 
fatter than me, he makes less money than me, and he was a 
virgin when I met him. 

“I’m absolutely besotted and I consider him the catch of my 
life. I get genuinely concerned about being ‘good enough’ 
for him because he’s so hardworking, kind, friendly, and fun 
to be around. He’s more generous and more forgiving than I 
am. A very selfish part of me that is ashamed of itself is 
happy he’s not conventionally attractive because if he was I 
don’t think I would have ever had a chance at him. He’s a 
pro in the sack and no-contest the best sex I’ve ever had (and 

 
64 Source: princessmeghantwin, “What’s the most hilarious thing to 
ever happened to you while on a date?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 January 
2021 <https://tinyurl.com/yygwy6dv>. 
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I didn’t have bad sex). He does way more housework than I 
do, and he brings me tea and breakfast every morning. 

“It did mean that instead of being attracted to him, 
I became attracted to him. First he was my friend, then my 
best friend, and then all I wanted to do was spend time with 
him (and climb him like a tiny tree). If we had never met and 
you showed me his picture, I’d have said he wasn’t my type 
and yet now when I look at him all I can see is my handsome 
partner. 

“I know one day we’ll both be old and wrinkly and maybe 
fat, and I am equally as excited for that day as I am for our 
wedding.” 

2) Glittering-Inside wrote, “I always enter a relationship 
thinking the guy is attractive, that’s a must for me. I don’t 
know, or care, how other people perceive him though, 
whether they think he’s average or hot. I just feel attracted 
to him and his personality draws me in. Over time, the more 
I fall in love the more attractive he becomes and the more I 
desire him.” 

3) castnostones00 wrote, “The older he gets, the more 
attractive my husband has become to me. Not only is it 
because I desire him and we have a deep connection, but as 
he’s matured and aged his body has become manlier, sexier 
… more rugged and strong. I think of all the things we’ve 
been through and the things his hands have done, and his 
arms, and his back. I have a mental image I can picture and 
that visual is sexy as hell. It makes me love and desire him 
and want him.” 

4) Sekio-Vias wrote: 

“My husband never really caught my eye for the longest 
time. After a long few months of finding out about each 
other, working together, being friends and doing each other 
kindnesses … like rides to work … ventng [venting?] … 
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having each other’s backs at work. … accepting what mental 
issues we both had and so on … his eyes seemed to catch the 
light in a new way one day, and it paired with a devilish 
smile. All of a sudden, I noticed my heart was acting funny. 

“I still honestly wouldn’t say he’s very objectively / 
stereotypically attractive, but because of who he is, he’s still 
incredibly sexy. Also, he’s not necessarily unattractive, but 
definitely not most people’s cup of tea. Anyways… I love 
him, and we’re both happy. My two favorite traits are killer 
with him, too, so. Green with gold eyes, long lashes. 

“We have a daughter now, and she seems to have gotten my 
favorite traits from both of us. I swear she’s somehow 5x 
cuter than us both on our best days.” 

5) TreePuzzle wrote, “I was not at all physically attracted to 
my husband when we first met. We were classmates and then 
friends and as I got to know him, he did get a little more 
physically attractive but his quirky personality won me over. 
I would say even as we were dating his style changed and 
actually changed to be closer to what I’d think is 
‘immediately attractive’ just as he matured. I absolutely fell 
in love with his personality first, though.” 

6) KiwiChenz wrote, “I’m not really attracted to 
conventionally attractive guys. But I think my partner is sexy 
as hell, and he gets more attractive to me every day. Waking 
up and going to bed, seeing his face is the absolute highlight 
of my day. I’m more in love with him all the time. He thinks 
I’m too good for him and I think he’s too good for me so 
we’re a good match. When I’ve dated guys who are 
conventionally attractive, there has been a personality 
deficit. Just nothing there, no wit, no sense of humour, all 
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vanity and no substance. Being hot isn’t a personality. And 
it quickly fizzles out.”65 

66. “Women Who Consider Themselves ‘Hopeless 
Romantics,’ How Did / Do You Express Your Needs To 
Your Partner, And How Did / Do They Respond?” 

whyyougottabedumb wrote: 

“I mean, I understood that being a hopeless romantic was a 
me expectation, so I either needed to choose a partner who 
embodied that more and potentially lose out on all the other 
great qualities of my partner or I had to be really direct with 
what I needed with my partners and respect when my 
expectations were too much. 

“My husband does not have a romantic bone in his body, 
likely due to his sisters constantly complaining growing up 
about everything any boy ever did for them. (Not a lady thing 
for men reading, his older sisters are spoiled assholes.) He 
never really felt confident or comfortable trying romantic 
gestures since the women in his life already shat on them as 
being bad. 

“Then I came along and I had expectations, and those 
expectations caused conflict. He’s an incredibly sweet, kind, 
caring person, but he will never look at a bouquet of flowers 
and think, that’d be a really nice thing to get for my wife. In 
fact, on our honeymoon, our resort arranged to have a 
romantic candle and rose petal[s?] set up [sent up?] on our 
last day and told him they were doing it for him, and he felt 

 
65 Source: EmptyEntertainment8, “Women of Reddit, have you been in 
a relationship where someone that is average looking, but becomes 
better looking over time because of their personality or someone who is 
just conventionally attractive and you’ve been immediately attracted 
to? How has that affected things?” Reddit. AskWomen. 10 January 
2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y3a47gaz>. 
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so bad about lying that he told me he appreciated all the 
effort they put in, but it felt wrong taking credit for 
something he didn’t think about doing. Lol. 

“Now, thanks to open communication, he has a reminder in 
his phone to set up dates and buy small gifts. Is it as romantic 
as someone spontaneously doing those things? Not really, 
but it is incredibly sweet that despite it being not in his 
nature, he puts forth the effort to make sure I feel heard, 
valued, and loved, and that’s the part that matters the most.” 

oasis948151 commented, “Sounds like a keeper to me.” 

darquesse69 agreed: “Absolutely he does! I’m in a very 
similar situation. We have two very different love languages 
but we make it work through communication. Now it’s 
honestly even more romantic when he does remember 
something I like or does manage to surprise me. He has to 
work twice as hard to remember our anniversaries and 
birthdays, but he makes me lunch for work and always gives 
me forehead kisses when I’m about to fall asleep. It’s THAT 
stuff that makes everything else worth it.”66 

67. “What’s The Best ‘Accidental’ Message You’ve 
Received?” 

1) Stabfacenotback wrote: 

“Back in 2008, I was getting divorced. That year, on April 
Fool’s Day, I mass emailed my entire family that the real 
reason for the divorce was that I was a lesbian. 

 
66 Source: subtlesphenoid, “Women who consider themselves ‘hopeless 
romantics,’ how did/do you express your needs to your partner, and 
how did/do they respond?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y69y6l8h>. 
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“Please don’t get offended — it’s a lifelong thing that people 
assume I’m a lesbian because I’m a tomboy, into activities 
normally men do, and I have a degree in physical education. 
It’s not a stretch considering the stereotype perpetuated up 
until then. 

“Most of the replies were ‘Ha ha’ and such. 

“It took all day for my brother to reply, though. What he did 
was priceless. 

“He replied, ‘Ha ha.’ What he didn’t realize was he also sent 
the long email chain of his conversation with my sister. 

“It contained him thinking it was true. It contained my sister 
convincing him I was and remain heterosexual. 

“He finally agreed that I must be joking because a lesbian 
would have picked a better man to fake being in love with 
and married to.” 

2) ryanbar1123 wrote, “My now-wife, prior to us dating, 
went to send her friend a message gushing about me. She 
sent it to me instead, which was awesome because it really 
made her feelings clear.”67 

68. “What Are Some Black Flags That You Might Be 
Dating A Pirate?” 

1) NotTheBelt wrote, “You find a map in their laundry with 
directions to their X’s location.” 

DiscoDaimyo commented, “Thar be the booty!” 

 
67 Source: criteriaz, “What’s the best ‘accidental’ message you’ve 
received?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2y8slpf>. 
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Camp_Express commented, “Take your upvote and go, ye 
scurvy dog, ye.” 

DiscoDaimyo replied, “I did it for the updoot. Guess I’m just 
a land ho!” 

beluuuuuuga commented, “Don’t become corpirate. Be such 
a shame of yer talents with words.” 

2) dusty-kat wrote, “You surprise them with a Bahamas 
cruise, and they just can’t resist the urge to […] commandeer 
the ship. Not even once. Not even for your anniversary.” 

StandCroissant commented: 

“‘Again! Why have you stolen another ship?’ 

“‘Arrr, ye told me to, wench. I were eyeing the gift shop 
booty and ye told me to commander the ship!’ 

“‘No, I didn’t! You were taking too long, so I said, Come on, 
dear!’”68 

69. “How Often Are You Unsatisfied With Sex, Whether 
It Be With A Significant Other Or A Random Hookup?” 

1) -doobert- wrote, “More than I’d like to admit, but it’s 
getting better. Sex is the weakest area in my relationship, 
unfortunately, but we’ve both been communicating more 
and working harder to address our issues, so our sex is 
improving a lot! He’s perfect in every other aspect, so it’s 
worth it to me to work on the sex, rather than dump him over 
it and find someone else.” 

2) DreamGirlG wrote: 

 
68 Source: Consanit, “What are some black flags that you might be 
dating a pirate?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2a7fqdr>. 
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“Never anymore. My current boyfriend is the champ of all 
champs. Never leaves me unsatisfied. He’s a god among 
men. 

“Before him? Lots of times, maybe almost all the times and 
I have had myself plenty of times with plenty of guys. I 
seriously don’t know. What the fuck? Was I choosing all the 
wrong men? Not asserting myself enough? I really don’t 
know. All I know is I have never had to assert my needs with 
my boyfriend: He has always, since day one, been of the 
mind that my pleasure is every bit as necessary as his own. 

“Revolutionary.” 

3) Mariposa_Flor wrote, “Definitely about once a year. Then 
again, I don’t go out too much. I stick to who I know is 
reliable. Haha.” 

4) Emptyplates wrote, “I am always satisfied: My husband 
is damn good at making sure I not only have a good time but 
orgasm first.” 

5) Allidenru wrote, “At the beginning of our relationship, 
almost never. But now almost always. I think 
communicating and exploring is key!”69 

70. “Married Men Of Reddit Whose Wife Has Told You, 
‘We Need To Talk About Something,’ What Were Your 
Fears Versus What Actually Happened?” 

1) RamsesThePidgreon wrote: 

“When my wife last said, ‘We need to talk about something,’ 
I expected that I was about to be pulled into yet another 
discussion about the fundamental problem of using the 

 
69 Source: 6wendy9, “How often are you unsatisfied with sex? Whether 
it be with a SO or a random hookup?” Reddit. AskWomen. 13 January 
2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y6j9qkb9>. 
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phrase ‘generating entropy’ in non-linear models that are 
treated as though they’re operating in closed systems. 

“She’s a biologist, and my educational background is in 
physics. 

“We have these discussions a lot. 

“Anyway, as it turned out, I was only treated to a lecture 
about not washing her favorite shirt with my underwear.” 

2) _solstice_ wrote: 

“I expected that she was pregnant. Instead, she told me that 
she wanted a boob job. 

“Turned out way better than I thought it would.” 

tall-not-small commented, “Pregnant = free short-term boob 
job.” 

MichoganCueball commented, “Downside is you got a lot 
less time to play with them once the baby arrives.“ 

3) Mulletboiiii wrote: 

“It’s a strange one. I don’t feel like I have to fear anything 
so when she says, ‘We need to talk, I go into autopilot (stand 
there looking gormless [stupid or clumsy or both]) while my 
brain performs a system scan to assess whether or not I’ve 
done anything wrong. 

“Last time I had eaten something in the fridge that she had 
been saving. My wife is very petite, but my god does she get 
hangry (hunger-induced angry).” 

4) Fire-Lily56 wrote, “I said this to a guy I used to live with. 
What I wanted to talk about was if he had any special meals 
he wanted me to cook for him that week so I could make my 
grocery shopping list, but he thought I was about to break up 
with him. I felt sooooo bad. After that I was very specific 
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about the topic I needed to talk to him about so he wouldn’t 
have to go through that again.” 

5) StorkyStorky wrote: 

“I feared it would be relationship drama. It was actually 
something about a misplaced item. 

“It ended when I started using the same phrase for equally 
inane reasons. ‘Hey, we need to talk when I get home.’ 
<eight hours later> “Should I move the cleaning supplies 
from under the sink to by the water heater?’ 

“It took twice. The second time, when she asked me why I 
didn’t just say the thing that needed to be said because it 
would have been easier and avoided a ton of stress for her, 
she realized that was exactly what I had asked her multiple 
times. 

“I’ve not heard the phrase since without some context like, 
‘We need to talk about the cat: His mood seems off.’”70 

71. “Ladies, What’s The Coolest / Sweetest Marriage 
Proposal You’ve Ever Seen / Heard About?” 

1) drunkenknitter wrote, “My own. He arranged for a week 
off from my work without me knowing, woke me in the 
middle of the night to pack a bag and then we caught a flight 
to Italy. He proposed in Venice. I know that’s not everyone’s 
cup of tea, but he knows me VERY well and it was the 
coolest thing ever for me.” 

2) dekabrina wrote, “My now-fiancé woke up at 6 am on 
Christmas Day and wrote, ‘Will you marry me?’ in a fresh 

 
70 Source: TheEasyTarget, “Married men of Reddit whose wife has told 
you ‘We need to talk about something,’ what were your fears versus 
what actually happened?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3w5z68s>. 
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field of snow. I saw it after he woke me up by throwing 
snowballs at my window. Then I went outside and he got 
down on one knee!” 

3) lizzibizzy wrote, “A friend of mine. Her boyfriend was an 
artist. He found a vintage children’s book with her name in 
the title. He repainted the pages to reflect the progression of 
their relationship. After the last page, the remaining pages 
were compressed with a cut-out in the middle where the 
engagement ring was inserted.” 

4) CuteNeedleworker9 wrote, “My own. It was a total 
surprise. He put the ring on a ribbon on one of our cat’s (who 
was a kitten at the time) collar and said, ‘She has a present 
for you,’ and handed her to me. He then asked me to marry 
him.” 

5) ThisTryingPerson wrote: 

“I just saw a cute proposal from the Australia Zoo. They do 
this part before the croc show where the birds fly around and 
you can hold out a $5 note and the bird will come and take 
it. This girl stood up and the cockatoo took the money and 
returned with a ‘air mail receipt.’ When she opened it, she 
turned to her boyfriend who was down on one knee. You can 
watch it here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vi2JRyih7Ns  

“It’s super adorable.” 

6) Sadrosewilted wrote, “My own, actually! We went for a 
trip to Tokyo and he proposed in the Kamakura bamboo 
forest. Was absolutely beautiful. He had the ring in a sock in 
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our backpack that we shared for eight days into the trip 
before he proposed. I never noticed.”71 

72. “What Is The Best Experience You Have Had In 
Your Life So Far?” 

1) MissNovemberFoxTrot wrote, “My second wedding. It 
was just so much fun! It was super small. About 35 people. 
We got married in a conservatory (tropical greenhouse), and 
the ceremony was super short. We did hand fasting and made 
the cords ourselves. Each had a charm of things we liked at 
the end. A corset, steampunk gear, top hat, little dragon … 
etc. We changed into more casual clothes for the dinner, 
which was catered by a BBQ place. The cake was a cupcake 
tower with seven different flavors. Something for everyone! 
The ‘reception’ was a small group of us having drinks and 
playing pool. It was just a fun, relaxing day. No drama. 
Everyone we cared about was there. We didn’t go into debt 
on a massive shindig. Just one perfect day.” 

Note by David Bruce: In handfasting, the hands of the bride 
and groom are tied together; this symbolizes the binding of 
their lives together. 

2) KnockMeYourLobes wrote: 

“One of the best experiences I’ve ever had was watching my 
son get to meet his favorite cartoon character for the first 
time. 

“He was four years old, and we took him to Disney World. 
While we were at Hollywood Studios, we had gotten in a 
queue for a Lightning McQueen and Mater meet-n-greet. 
Unfortunately (as often happens in Florida), the Cast 

 
71 Source: jdoggg911, “Ladies, what’s the coolest/sweetest marriage 
proposal you’ve ever seen/heard about?” Reddit. AskW0men. 16 
January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/yyxr5k87>. 
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Member got a radio call saying there was incoming weather 
and that particular meet-n-greet was cancelled. 

“We had been talking to the Cast Member the entire time we 
were in line and reminiscing with her about home. (She was 
on the college summer program, but going back to Baylor in 
the fall and we’re from Texas ourselves.) When she got the 
news about the incoming weather (which ended up not 
happening, because Florida), she told us to be back for the 
next scheduled session, about an hour later. She said she had 
something special for us. 

“When we arrived back, she first took my husband and then 
myself (so that one of us was with our son the entire time) to 
peek through a set of closed gates. We could see Lightning 
McQueen ready to roll out to the photo-op area. Then she 
had us bring our son over and told him to say, ‘Start your 
engines’ into her radio. 

“‘Star’ your enshines!’ 

“‘VroomVROOMVROOOMRROOMRROOOOM’ 

“‘Racecar! RACE CAR RAAAAAAAAAAAAACE CAR!’ 

“I mean, his eyes just lit up and he was SO excited. The smile 
on his face was just …chef’s kiss awesome. And then he got 
to take pictures with his favorite characters in the entire 
world, which made him SO happy. He didn’t stop talking 
about it the entire rest of the day. 

“Things like that are what I try to remember when he’s being 
a giant butthole with a bad attitude because teenagers gonna 
teenage sometimes.” 

frecklestwin commented, “As a former college program 
Walt Disney World cast member, this made me tear up! 
Thank you for sharing!” 
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Note by David Bruce: According to Dictionary.com, “Chef's 
kiss is a gesture and expression meant to show something is 
perfect or excellent. The gesture is made by pinching the 
fingers and thumb of one hand together (often in an OK 
sign), kissing them, and then tossing them dramatically 
away from the lips.” 

3) Your_eGirl_gf wrote: 

“I had always been a loner, and no one really cared or make 
an effort to be my friend. Then I met a guy and played games 
and every time we planned to watch something or have a 
call, he would show up. I was so used to people bailing on 
me that when he put effort it really shocked me. 

“This might seem small, but it’s a big deal to me to be 
wanted by someone.”72 

73. “What Is The Worst Thing Your Significant Other 
Has Done That You Have Forgiven?” 

Lisa2Lovely added, “I know people aren’t perfect and 
sometimes they can be hurtful to the ones the love most. 
How much have you forgiven?” 

1) Loccmel_ben wrote, “He watched Legend of Korra 
before we’d even finished the first season of The Last 
Airbender although I literally begged him not to. I have 
forgiven him, but this will not be forgotten.” 

-QuarterQueen- commented, “The ultimate cardinal sin. I 
hope the wound has healed, I, too, am victim to such 
backstabbing.” 

 
72 Source: latest_all, “What is the best experience you have had in your 
life so far?” Reddit. AskWomen. 17 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyom6rz2>. 
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2) kateistrekking wrote, “When I was in college, my 
boyfriend and I worked at a coffee shop the morning after 
we had gone to the midnight release of the last Harry Potter 
book, and he was sneaking chapters while I was working 
even though we agreed to read the book together. I still 
haven’t forgiven him for yelling out ‘DOBBY DIED’ while 
I was in the middle of a drink order. Stone-cold betrayal.” 

veracitee wrote, “All bets were off when it came to Harry 
Potter. After midnight releases I’d barrel to my mom’s car 
with earplugs in and barricade myself from society until I 
finished the book. I just wouldn’t have talked to you until 
you were finished. There would have been no way I could 
have waited to read it with someone ….” 

ObviouslyKatie wrote: 

“An ex of mine watched Legend of Korra without me, after 
we made a point of agreeing to watch it together. Binged the 
whole first season without me. 

“We didn’t make it. I still haven’t forgiven him nearly 10 
years later.” 

ohmygoyd commented, “I just laughed so hard. We just 
recently watched Avatar: The Last Airbender and Legend of 
Korra together so this hits close to home.” 

Soccmel_ben replied, “I’m happy my pain could bring you 
joy; at least this whole story was good for something in the 
end.” 

3) k_alva wrote: 

“He opened the Amazon box with his Christmas present 
after we had just talked about how I hated him accidentally 
opening my mail, and specifically told him that his 
Christmas present would arrive and not to open it. 
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“That was our first fight, and he still doesn’t understand why 
I feel so strongly about it, but he doesn’t open my mail 
anymore. 

“Edit: He hadn’t lived with anyone in a long time and wasn’t 
in the habit of reading labels. It wasn’t malicious or nosy, 
just forgetful. He’s since figured it out.” 

almightyblah commented, “Oh, man. This year my brother 
mailed his birthday gift to me. It arrived early, and came in 
an Amazon box with my name on it. I told my husband what 
it was, and set it aside to wait for the day of. My husband, 
love the guy, doesn’t have the best memory. A few days go 
by, he spots the Amazon box and he wonders what arrived 
for us (all Amazon packages have my name on them, so this 
isn’t normally a ‘wife’s name means no-touchy’ scenario), 
and opened it. He then came up to me holding the contents 
and was like, ‘When did you order all this?’ Not going to lie, 
I cried.” 

hochizo commented: 

“Because of COVID, we had a ton of packages shipped to us 
and to our loved ones. I’ve had the same problem with 
presents in the past, so I solved it by being very specific in 
the address field. 

“‘Ben’s present from Hochizo.’ 

“‘Jerry’s present from Ben.’ 

“‘Hochizo’s present from Ben and Jerry.’ 

“There was no doubt who a package was for.”73 

 
73 Source: Lisa2Lovely, “What is the worst thing your SO has done that 
you have forgiven?” Reddit. AskWomen. 16 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y529addg>. 
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74. “When Did You Realize You Were Attractive?” 

1) BelichickRockneGOATS wrote, “When I started dating a 
girl who I thought was out of my league. Turns out it was all 
in my head in high school. Just needed to find myself at 
university. Been all good since.” 

Heiminator commented: 

“Similar situation for me. I really thought that most pretty 
girls were completely out of my league until I had a drunken 
hookup with one of the cutest girls in my first-year college 
semester classes. 

“And during that night she seriously asked me why a good-
looking guy like me would ever hook up with someone like 
her. And that realization that other people find me far more 
attractive than I find myself attractive when I look in the 
mirror was pretty life-changing.” 

BelichickRockneGOATS replied, “It was extremely life-
changing, yes. Before I would park myself in front of the 
Xbox all day, like when I was in high school. Since gaining 
confidence and dating, I’ve really experienced life. And on 
days when I do choose to park myself in front of the Xbox I 
don’t end up feeling empty. Life is awesome with confidence 
and the realisation that other people are attracted to you. All 
it takes is realisation.” 

2) w1n5t0nM1k3y wrote, “When I read that two thirds of the 
country is overweight / obese and realized that being fit, 
proper grooming, and wearing clothes that fit go a long 
way.” 

Bullydaddy commented: 

“It really helps when you get older, too. 

“I’m in my 40s. A lot of guys my age don’t realize why they 
struggle so much with dating. 
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“They still dress like they did as a teenager. They haven’t 
worked out since high school sports. They get the same 
haircut from the 1980s. 

“Really basic stuff can make you so much more attractive.” 

3) djxone wrote, “When I was 16, I had a case of ugly-
duckling syndrome imposed mostly by external 
environment. My high school boyfriend was legally blind. 
He could read text by wearing a thick lens and plastering it 
to his face, or get up real close. On a date he went almost 
nose to nose so he could see me … and when he did, his eyes 
just LIT UP. No faking that. It was very sweet.” 

4) GingeGirl2003 wrote, “I wouldn’t say I’m especially 
attractive … I’m about average, but my boyfriend makes me 
feel like I’m the most attractive girl in the world and I guess 
in his eyes that may be true and that’s all I need.” 

5) imnotsteven wrote, “When I walk into Target, all the 
women start to soak the floors. It’s like a Slip and Slide in 
there. I actually am on the verge of being banned. One 
woman was so wet she got dehydrated and passed out. They 
even ran out of Wet Floor signs.” 

catmatrix asked, “You mean they all piss themselves 
laughing?” 

6) RudegarWithFunnyHat wrote, “I got this ad that attractive 
single ladies in my area were interested in me.” 

satanbiyatch commented, “I thought I was the only one.” 

World_War_M3 commented, “Holy shit, dude! We must 
live in the same area!”74 

 
74 Source: 1234565432, “When did you realize you were attractive?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 18 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y389xr9c>. 
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75. “When Is The Best Time To Ask Someone Out?” 

HaiyZie wrote, “When you are both sober. A moment 
without distractions. Face to Face.” 

poopellar commented, “At an Alcoholics Anonymous 
meeting! Got it.” 

HaiyZie replied, “Invite her out for drinks.”75 

76. “What Private Thing Or Activity Did You Do With 
Your Spouse Just Before Your Wedding That You 
Would Recommend To Others?” 

1) papercrane86 wrote, “Not so much before, but right after 
the ceremony we went to a private room to share a beer and 
soak up all the feelings. The wedding gets so hectic that 
sometimes you’ll go the whole night hardly seeing your 
partner. Just make sure you make time for each other.” 

PM_ME_YOUR_PUPPIES wrote: 

“We had our reception at a different venue to the ceremony, 
so everyone watched us drive off from the church. We went 
to the hotel and checked in before walking to the reception 
venue together, where everyone had already gotten the party 
started. It was great! 

“We had a lunch-time reception so we had a nice relaxing 
evening together afterwards. Highly recommend a morning 
ceremony and lunch reception as a way to get plenty of time 
to spend together on your wedding day.” 

2) PrinceWalker22 wrote, “My wife and I had a ‘final 
unmarried date’ the weekend before our wedding. We rented 

 
75 Source: RaxJoynerShadow, “When is the best time to ask someone 
out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6ejtfhx>. 
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a canoe and spent several peaceful hours floating down the 
river, just being together in nature. It is one of my fondest 
memories.” 

3) Naughtyspider wrote: 

“We were told to each make a list by our vicar. The list of 
small and big responsibilities from small chores such as 
cooking, cleaning, and gardening, to big matters such as 
money, bill paying, childcare, legal matters, etc. 

“Then there were three columns and questions that read: 

“When I was a child, who was responsible for this task in 
our home: Mum Dad Both? 

“When we are married, who should be responsible for this 
task: Me Spouse Both? 

“THEN we compared our lists. The results were interesting. 
We really sat down and talked about it. It’s saved a LOT of 
arguments and resentment. 

“We’ve been married 10 years.” 

4) TheOnlyFi wrote: 

“My now-husband and I already lived together so we 
couldn’t do the traditional ‘don’t see each other the day of 
the wedding’ thing because we of course woke up together 
and did our early getting ready together. Instead, we didn’t 
have any kiss from the night before up until our wedding 
kiss, so that it would be extra special. 

“However, there were a bunch of times that we went for a 
regular casual smooch but caught ourselves in time. We 
turned them into gentle head butts and we still do them 
sometimes, also with our munchkin.” 

KeyKitty commented, “I gently head-butt my fiancé all the 
time. He says I’m a cat and need pets.” 
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5) WorthyLocks wrote: 

“Deciding not to have a wedding [except at the courthouse]. 
Lol. Still don’t regret it. We were in the throes of the great 
recession, literally JUST out of college. Every good job 
prospect had evaporated, and we were both working crummy 
retail jobs. Having a wedding just didn’t make sense and 
we’ve always been unconventional enough that skipping that 
was ok with us. I still don’t regret it. Financially speaking, 
we’re better off than almost any other couple we know. The 
only couple I can think of who’s doing better makes like 4x 
what we do and got married 10 years after we did when they 
had actual career income so more like 10x what we were 
making back then.  

“We discussed having a 10-year vow renewal. But that 
would have been in 2020 when gatherings weren’t possible. 
So I think when the world opens up again, we’ll just blow 
the money on a European vacation, which is what was going 
to be our (never really had) honeymoon. 

“The point is, I’ve never regretted not having a wedding. To 
the point where I’m probably gonna skip the vow renewal as 
well. We love to travel and live life and eat great food. Going 
to Europe just feels like a better use of our cash than 
spending it on a party, a dress, and a cake. 

“We got married at the courthouse and had dinner out at one 
of my mom’s favorite restaurants because she had recently 
passed, so it was my way of ‘having her there.’ And then we 
went home and went on with our lives.”76 

 
76 Source: leapingdragon, “What private thing or activity did you do 
with your spouse just before your wedding that you would recommend 
to others?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5l9whfy>. 
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77. “Have You Ever Experienced A Beautiful Sadness? 
If You Have, What Was It?” 

creepiest-greek-myth wrote: 

“When my dog died, my parents told me to say goodbye. His 
back legs weren’t working, but he picked up the front half of 
his body as best as he could to kiss me like crazy. Then he 
put his big ole head in my lap. 

“It was just like he used to do when I was depressed as a 
teenager. Like he was telling me everything was going to be 
okay. I was crying, but it was like he was telling me he was 
ready to die, and that I would be fine. I was sad because he 
was my baby brother and my best friend, but I at least felt 
content that he wasn’t frightened.”77 

78. “What Are Some Moments Where A Male Stranger 
Actually Helped You Or Turned Out To Be Friendly? 
Like Walked You Home Or Shielded You From Potential 
Bad Situations?” 

1) Thatlyingbitch wrote: 

“I was at a night club one night and this guy wouldn’t leave 
me alone, the friend I was with had gone to the bathroom, 
and everywhere I went this guy followed. 

“I turned round to this couple behind me and mouthed, ‘Help 
me.’ The guy put himself straight between me and the one 
who wouldn’t leave me alone and said, ‘She’s not interested. 
Leave her alone.’ 

“I’m still very thankful to that kind stranger.” 

 
77 Source: carolinaflores99, “Have you ever experienced a beautiful 
sadness, if so what was it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2qs9u6v>. 
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2) Nihrya wrote: 

“Many years ago I picked my sister up from college to go 
home for Thanksgiving. It was the middle of the night and 
my car broke down in the middle of nowhere. Our phones 
had shitty service and were barely working, we realized we’d 
gotten turned around and had been driving the wrong 
direction for hours, and we had no idea what we were going 
to do. We were able to get ahold of our dad briefly, but he 
was five hours away. 

“So of course a strange man pulls up beside us and asks if 
we’re okay. Being two young girls, nineteen and twenty 
years old, we were obviously freaked out and we told him 
we were fine and that we didn’t need help. 

“This strange man obligingly went back to his car, but he 
didn’t leave. So my sister and I are panicking. We try to find 
something in the car to defend ourselves with in case this 
potential creep tries something. The man sits in his car for a 
long time doing nothing that we can see. But then suddenly 
a police officer pulls up as well to also offer us help. 

“We were still cautious, but the officer called us a tow truck 
and got us to a motel where we could get a couple hours of 
sleep. I don’t have confirmation on this, because the first 
stranger drove away after the police officer showed up, but I 
believe that the stranger, upon realizing that we were scared 
and needed help, called the police station from the nearby 
town to come check on us. And I believe he waited until the 
officer showed up to leave us. I believe this because we were 
twenty minutes away from the nearest town, which itself 
only consisted of two stoplights and a post office. And I 
think it’s so unlikely that the officer just happened to find us 
in the middle of the night on the side of the road in the middle 
of nowhere. 
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“The next day we spent several hours in a garage full of 
strange men, every one of them working hard to figure out 
what was wrong with my car so that we could get home in 
time for Thanksgiving. 

“I still think about all of those men who helped us and I’m 
grateful and so thankful that we were so lucky with the men 
who happened upon us that night and the next day.” 

3) farmstockgirl wrote: 

“My ex and I got into an argument in a parking lot because I 
wouldn’t let him drive my vehicle. (He was high). 

“An off-duty fireman happened to also be in the parking lot 
and started walking over to intervene when my ex hit me. 

“My ex ran off and the fireman sat with me and talked until 
the police showed up. He then took me to get my things and 
bought me dinner. 

“We have been together for eight years now and have two 
daughters.” 

4) cherryperry95 wrote: 

“Oh! I have a good one! 

“When I was 17, I was taking the train home from work one 
night. I sat down and the guy across from me started 
harassing me pretty much straight away. 

“Because I was so young, I was too scared to stand up for 
myself so I just kept timidly telling him no and nervously 
giggling. 

“It got to a point where he was getting grabby and telling me 
that he was taking me with him when he got off. I was 
freaking out and pretty sure I was about to get kidnapped 
while a train full of strangers ignored it. 
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“A guy across from me made room between himself and the 
window and asked if I’d feel more comfortable sitting next 
to him. I jumped at the chance and the man harassing me got 
violent and tried to start a fight. 

“After he got kicked off the train, I was shaking and the guy 
who saved me from such a scary situation calmed me down 
by chatting to me about what books I was reading. He even 
told me which station he was getting off just in case it was 
the same as mine (it was), so I didn’t worry about being 
followed. 

“It’s been nine years, and I still think about it all the time. 
I’m so thankful he stepped in when no one else would 
because god knows what would have happened if he didn’t.” 

5) MissInfer wrote: 

“When I was 16, I was supposed to take the train to get to 
the town I had my apartment in, but the last trains were all 
cancelled to heavy snowfall. So there I was, stuck outside at 
a train station in the middle of nowhere at night with no 
means of transportation and no place to sleep for the night. 

“I asked the conductor if there were any bus replacements, 
but due to the weather, there weren’t going to be any. Just 
when I thought I’d have to find a small place where to shelter 
myself from people and the cold as much as possible until 
the morning, he told me I could sleep in the room for the 
conductor and guards for the night. (They had basic bunk 
beds for them in the train station’s building.) 

“I was reluctant and anxious at first due to bad past 
experiences but I trusted my intuition, and thanked him, and 
so I spent a few hours sleeping there until I could catch the 
first train in the morning. Bless that man. Even now I 
sometimes think about his act of kindness and consider 
myself very lucky that the stranger who offered his help was 
genuine and understanding.” 
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6) schwarzmalerin wrote, “I went to get some groceries at 
the supermarket at the train station, around 10 PM, it was 
dark. When I walked out, I heard steps behind me, getting 
faster. I walked even faster,; they followed me. Then he 
started to shout, ‘Hey! Hey!’ and he grabbed me. I turned 
around … I had forgotten my wallet at the cashier.”78 

79. Women Of Reddit, What Is The Female Equivalent 
To Men’s ‘Yawn, Then Put Arm Around Her’?” 

1) Squirrella wrote, “When you groom him, like picking a 
piece of fuzz off of their clothes.” 

tinyhorsesinmytea commented, “Classic. Been working for 
primates since the very beginning.” 

Snowbattt commented: 

“Or lick his head. 

“Wait, no, that’s cats.” 

2) bustybaddie commented, “Put your head on his 
shoulders.” 

3) Derpinshnofe wrote, “Did this with my current boyfriend. 
He was showing me a video on his phone, so I scooted in 
super close to ‘see the video better.’” 

noah9942 wrote, “As a guy, I wouldn’t think anything of it 
unless they were literally sitting on my lap.” 

 
78 Source: Logan_9_Fingers, “What are some moments where a male 
stranger actually helped you or turned out to be friendly? Like walked 
you home or shielded you from potential bad situations?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y4fu6vwe>. 
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AngrySpaceKraken commented, “As a guy, I had a girl sit 
on my lap in high school once. Still didn’t think anything of 
it.” 

Enitect commented, “I had a girl sit on my lap in high school. 
I asked her out. She said no.” 

4) coldchristmas commented, “Touching their knee or leg 
‘unintentionally.’” 

5) werejusttwenty wrote, “Compare hand sizes.” 

Ozty commented, “My ex did that to me and she actually 
was like 4’9 “with very small hands, and I’m 6’ with very 
large hands and her entire hand fit in the palm of my hand. 
She ended up cheating on me.” 

Considered_Dissent commented, “She was 4’9”. You 
should’ve put up one of those kiddy gates in your house and 
you wouldn’t have had this problem.”  

mochi_chan commented, “I am 4’10" and I don’t know if I 
want to laugh or be angry.” 

Considered_Dissent wrote, “Have a Juicebox and a nap first, 
and then make your decision.”79 

80. “What’s The Most Annoying Thing You Experienced 
During Your Puberty?” 

1) michaelscott1776 wrote, “There were days where I’d just 
want to fuck every girl in sight (never did) because I was so 
damn horny. (This didn’t happen often; it was just annoying 
when it did.)” 

 
79 Source: SignificantEmotion37, “Women of Reddit, what is the 
female equivalent to men’s ‘yawn, to put arm around her’?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y3dddyl4>. 
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michaelscott1776 added, “I was in school once with this 
going on and there was a girl standing in front of me and my 
horny-ass brain went, ‘You should really grab her ass.’ Of 
course, I didn’t do that. Now it’s just a weird-ass memory I 
have.” 

Snowy-Pines, a woman, commented: 

“This was me with masturbation. I basically ended up 
making a game out of it by rewarding or punishing myself 
with it for doing random stuff. ‘Okay, if you win this game 
of pool, you can go fuck yourself! If you lose a game of pool, 
you can go fuck yourselves for as long as it took someone to 
get the 8-ball in.’ You fucked up while jump roping? You 
deserve, punishment by screwing yourself. You landed a 
trick? You did well and deserve some self-loving attention. 
The narratives while playing with my toys somehow always 
ended in a porn-esque plot that led to masturbation. 

“Hot dudes I encountered would just be added to a bank of 
characters that I could use later in a fantasy. Seeing anything 
suggestive would do the same. And by later I mean as soon 
as I had some alone time in my room. 

“Watching movies at the theater were the worst! One steamy 
scene would derail my whole attention for the next 30 
minutes or the rest of the time … but I couldn’t just escape 
to the bathroom. Thank god my local library installed self-
check-out and didn’t have the system require people to be 
age appropriate for R-rated content. 

“What a weird phase. I never felt so alive and so broken at 
the same. And so fucking deeply appreciative for being a 
chick.” 

2) Cow_king_justice wrote, “Random sudden boners.” 
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girlsplzpmyournudes commented, “Boners for no fucking 
reason. I admire your confidence, Mr. Boner, but there’s no 
way I’m getting laid.” 

3_ Otzji wrote, “Being shy. Man, I was embarrassingly shy!” 

4) you_cant_pause_toast wrote, “Wet dreams.” 

5) Sat4nicDuck wrote, “The fact that my school never taught 
me anything about the female body, so some stuff that 
happened to me made me feel like I was sick, or that 
something was wrong with me. E.g. discharge and blood 
clots in periods and things. There was no education on it 
whatsoever, so I was scared about a lot of things. The 
internet was how I learned these things were normal.”80 

  

 
80 Source: C_T_N, “What’s the most annoying thing you experienced 
during your puberty?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5astj72>. 
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Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “What’s The One Habit Your Partner Has That No 
One Else Would Tolerate?” 

1) theangelicpussy wrote, “When I’m winding down for bed, 
he tends to get a childlike spurt of energy and does 
everything in his power to annoy / torture / harass me, mostly 
tickling, poking me, laughing maniacally, or playing several 
YouTube videos at once on full volume as I lie in bed trying 
to fall asleep I wish I didn’t tolerate this, but I love him too 
damn much and sometimes despite his annoyingness I find 
it cute.” 

theangelicpussy added, “He has also opened the shower door 
and sprayed me with water while I’m fully clothed during 
such an episode.” 

2) destria wrote: 

“He’s particularly farty. Like way more flatulence than the 
average person, I think. As a kid, his family called him 
‘Tooty Tom’. 

“He’s pretty good at not doing it around company if he can 
help it, but when it’s just us two, he’ll let it rip. I’m just used 
to it now. I feel like I could pick out his farts in a line-up of 
farts.” 

3) returnoftheg5s wrote: 

“I always tell him about a half hour before I’m going to 
shower that I’ll be taking a shower at whatever time. More 
often than not, I go to take my shower and he is in their 
pooping for 20+ minutes. We have two bathrooms, but only 
one shower. My time to take a shower is pretty limited 
between my kids doing school at home and a rambunctious 
puppy. Oh, yeah, and it sucks showering right after someone 
pooped. 
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“He doesn’t do it on purpose, so I don’t get mad over it, but 
I do get annoyed and secretly plot my revenge.”81 

82. “The Butterfly Effect Is Usually Taken As A Negative 
Theory. What Is An Example Of A Positive Butterfly 
Effect That Happened In Your Life?” 

1) DirtySingh wrote, “Got rejected from film school. Went 
to another one instead. Met a girl and she cheated on me. I 
got depressed. Stayed home for three months in depression. 
Turned on TV and found the Death Note pilot just starting. 
Got addicted to Death Note. Went on IMDb to discuss Death 
Note in the forums. Started talking to some stranger on 
IMDB and sent them a Personal Messenge. They replied — 
we emailed 200 times a day for months just talking. It turned 
out the person behind the screen name was a girl. Flew out 
to Croatia to meet her. Been married 10 years.” 

2) Theearthhasnoedges wrote: 

• “Friend goes to job fair and doesn’t want to go alone. 

• “Offers to buy me Subway if I go with them. 

• “End up getting offered a job. 

• “Take the job. 

• “In the first six months, I get promoted. 

• “As a result of this promotion, I meet someone. 

• “We hit it off. 

• “Start dating. 

 
81 Source: see_you_in_hell_sir, “What’s the one habit your partner has 
that no one else would tolerate?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3qwfx3l>. 
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• “Have baby. 

• “Love being a dad.” 

3) MisterMarcus wrote: 

“Posting a letter resulted in me meeting my future wife. 

“The letter was an application to a Summer Vacation 
Scholarship, where undergrad students could spend a few 
months over the holidays getting practice at postgraduate-
type work. 

“I’d been busy and had forgotten about the letter until the 
last minute. I almost thought, ‘Fuck it, I can’t be bothered 
anymore’, but then I ended up getting it posted. 

“Application was accepted, and I went to the Summer 
Scholarship. Enjoyed the work and the people there, and 
decided to do my postgraduate at that institution. (This was 
in a different city from my home city.) 

“I’d also met a group of friends at the Summer Scholarship. 
When they heard I was returning permanently, they offered 
me a place in their share house. 

“After a while, one of the members of the share house left, 
and we got this completely random other girl in as our new 
housemate. 

“A few months of late-night chats with the New Girl and 
getting to know each other, we became good friends and then 
gradually a couple. 

“Married for 15 years now.” 

4) jdeaux411 wrote: 

“My wife and I met and had an ‘impromptu’ wedding. My 
dad and his future wife lived in Missouri. 
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“The weekend they were in town for our wedding, a tornado 
blew through and their house was at the epicenter. 

“Nothing left. The shelter space they had was even 
destroyed. 

“So my dad and his wife are alive.” 

5) djamp42 wrote, “Two years out of high school, I 
randomly Instant Message a girl I was friends with in high 
school. Today I’m looking at my three-year-old playing with 
toy monster trucks.” 

6) Daylar wrote, “In high school a new girl started. In 
registration (15 minutes before classes to give everyone time 
to turn up and count who’s there), she gets out a book: Harry 
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban. I went up to her and 
asked if she likes Harry Potter (daft question, I know, but I 
was young and wanted to check). She gets really excited and 
says yes. That was around 17 years ago, and we are still 
friends. All because she read a Harry Potter book in school.” 

7) Boring-Mango-7681 wrote, “We were dealing with 
infertility, and I gave up. Moved to MA [Massachusetts] for 
a job. Made an appointment with a new gynecologist for a 
routine checkup and showed up at the wrong location by 
accident. They were turning me away when a doctor said her 
last appointment didn’t show. She saw me and when I told 
her I was no longer interested in trying to have a baby, she 
told me IVF was basically free in MA and why not try again. 
Was pregnant within six months. I’m so grateful to have my 
daughter.”82 

 
82 Source: dumdermifflin, “The butterfly effect is usually taken as a 
negative theory. What is an example of a positive butterfly effect that 
happened in your life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4jgbuxk>. 
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83. “In What Situation Would You Give Someone Your 
Number? Say If They Approached You At A Bar Or Just 
While Walking On The Street” 

The original poster added: 

“Edit: I don’t mean if someone just randomly walks up to 
you and says, ‘Hey, can I have your number?’ More like if 
you strike up a conversation with a random stranger and they 
ask for your number before you part ways.” 

1) Good_nuff wrote, “You’d likely have better luck if you 
wrote your number down on a piece of paper and gave it to 
her. Tell her something like ‘I didn’t want to put you on the 
spot and ask for yours, so here’s mine. If you want to talk 
more, that’s great! If not, it was nice meeting you.’” 

2) InnocenceMySister wrote: 

“When I was single, I would do it if I met someone in a bar 
and we had a great conversation and both wanted to see each 
other again. 

“I never feel comfortable with the 20-second interaction of 
someone just randomly asking for my number because they 
like the way I look.” 

3) sammysbud wrote: 

“If I met a guy at a bar, concert, etc., we talked for a while 
and established an amount of chemistry, and there was clear 
intent to meet again, then maybe. 

“But I’m more likely to give them my IG [Instagram] to 
follow. That way, I’ll learn a little more about them, they 
have a way to get in touch with me, and it’s easier to block 
if I get the wrong vibes.” 

4) RealisticJob750 wrote, “Is this not normal? I have met so 
many men this way. Obviously, I wouldn’t give out my 
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number to someone who gave off creepy vibes or whatever, 
but I’ve often met someone after sitting next to them in a 
coffee shop or whatever. Sometimes I’ve struck up a 
conversation with someone and decided to go get coffee / a 
drink and then chat. Sometimes we’d exchange numbers if 
we felt it went well. I met my husband this way. (I did the 
number-asking in that scenario.)” 

5) hfjdjdjjajmn wrote, “I do every single time they ask 
because the only times I’ve been asked have been when I’ve 
been at university or work and in both situations I can’t 
escape, so I give my number, watch as they call and check 
it, and then promptly block them afterwards. Sometimes I’ll 
try and divert them and ask them to follow my Instagram or 
Facebook instead, but usually I just give in and then block 
later. Safer that way especially if you get a weirdo. Even if I 
did hit it off with someone, I wouldn’t give my number 
comfortably. I would still rather ask for their Facebook or 
something to contact them that way.” 

6) castnostones00 wrote, “I met my husband while I was 
pumping gas at a gas station. He came up to me, struck up a 
conversation, and then got my number. How else are you 
going to meet new people if you find stranger danger 
everywhere?” 

7) peppermind wrote, “It’s incredibly unlikely that I would 
give a stranger who approached me on the street my number. 
They’ve already demonstrated that they don’t care about 
normal social boundaries, and that’s not what I want in my 
life.” 

8) nttdnbs wrote, “The last time I gave away my number was 
to my husband. We were just chatting and he seemed nice 
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and genuine, so I wanted to stay in touch and was happy to 
give him my number. I was just immediately comfortable.”83 

84. “Girls, What Are Some Obvious Hints You Gave A 
Guy You Like, Which He Couldn’t Understand?” 

1) Neoxite23 wrote: 

“I’m the guy in the story. 

“There was a girl who started calling me just before 
Christmas. I just got the new gold cart version of Zelda for 
the N64 and was pretty much playing it nonstop. 

“My mother says I have a phone call, and I remember being 
annoyed because I just wanted to play my game. It was a girl 
from my school. She talked about things going on in school 
and her life … I think. I basically ignored her and only said 
basic things like ‘I know, right?’ or ‘Yeah, I see what you 
mean.’ 

“This goes on for HOURS. 

“Anyway, I thought it was over … she calls the next day. I 
get an idea and 3-way call one of my friends in hopes he 
would talk to her more and keep her busy so I wasn’t 
distracted. It totally worked. 

“She calls yet again the next day, and I pretty much 
immediately set up the 3-way call. I was at the Water 
Temple, and I wasn’t going to be distracted anymore. 

“That was the last day she called. 

 
83 Source: 6windy9, “In what situation would you give someone your 
number? Say If they approached you at a bar or just while walking on 
the street.” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2ndcd6v>. 
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“Fast forward about … 15 years? I’m working at a retro 
gaming store after I got done with a contract with my last 
job. A guy sells his copy of the gold cart version of Zelda for 
the N64 … memories come back about me playing the game 
… followed by remembering a girl called me… 

“Then the questions came in … 

“Why did she call me? 

“How did she get my number? 

“She must have asked around for it … but why would she 
want it? 

“It finally hit me … she had a crush on me, and I just straight 
up ignored it. 

“Sorry, Sarah. I was an idiot with low self-esteem as a kid 
and never even thought a girl would be interested in dating 
me. 

“TL:DR: A girl who had a crush on me calls me for a few 
days and I would have her talk to another guy instead 
because I was too busy playing Zelda on the N64.” 

space-throwaway commented, “To be honest, it is very hard 
for anyone to compete against Ocarina of Time. If I could 
choose between playing Ocarina of Time for the first time 
and getting laid by anyone, I couldn’t answer the question 
because I’d be busy looking for my special N64 controller 
that still feels factory new.” 

2) HoneyLionx wrote, “I told him I would love to go to a 
dance with him and he said, ‘Haha, that would be super fun,’ 
and then didn’t go to the dance because he didn’t have a 
date.” 

3) Whitzem wrote, “I always regret reading these posts 
because it makes me feel like the idiot I am.” 
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4) SeleryStix wrote: 

“Texting late at night about his munchies, I offered to bring 
him some ice cream and ‘listen to music’ with him. He 
declined. About a week later, I invited him over to share a 
giant lasagna I bought from Costco. He gets there and asks 
where our friends are, I tell him it’s just me and him for the 
evening. He literally pulls out his mobile and starts calling 
our friends to come over to eat. 

“I eventually had to basically throw myself at him before we 
started hooking up. I asked if he was reluctant before or what 
was going on, he said he was completely unaware — he 
didn’t want me to come over with ice cream because he 
didn’t want to inconvenience me, and the lasagna night he 
was worried I was lonely at not having more friends show 
up. A sweet guy with good intentions, he just never made the 
connections and was shocked when I told him.” 

5) xregdiag5 wrote, “I described the boy I liked to him and I 
described him exactly. He didn’t get it.” 

Beautiful-Poet5649 wrote: 

“I have had this happen. My immediate thought was, ‘Oh, 
she’s describing a guy she likes. I must just be a friend. Oh, 
well.’ 

“An entirely reasonable response, in my opinion.” 

6) bitchycommie wrote, “I played with his hair, I would 
make a distinct point to sit next to him, I would LIE ON HIS 
SHOULDER and MONTHS later he asked, ‘Hey, why 
would you do those things?’” 

CaptainCurvyCutlass wrote: 

“The girl I’m currently with literally lay on my shoulder on 
the way home from Canada, fell asleep wrapped in my 
jacket, and kept looking up at my lips while she was there. 
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At the time, I just kept thinking, ‘Oh, man, she must be 
really, really sleepy if she’s falling asleep on my shoulder 
like that, better leave her be.’ She still, to this day, asks what 
it would’ve taken for me to kiss her. 

“To this day? Short of her kissing me, I don’t think I 
would’ve realized what she was going for.” 

Jejmaze wrote, “I mean Canada was involved … so she was 
probably just being polite.” 

7) ReignTX21 wrote, “Texting him late at night, telling him 
I’d had some wine and wanted to stay up and see what 
happens. I thought I could get some flirting or maybe some 
phone sex. I even pointed out wine makes me frisky and we 
had met on a dating site. He responded that he hoped I was 
warm and would get some good sleep.” 

space-throwaway commented, “Chances are he even figured 
out it was a booty call, but he thought it was just the wine 
speaking and didn’t want to take advantage of your 
situation.”84 

85. “What Is The Worst Way You Have Ever Awoken Or 
Have Been Woken Up?” 

1) rudebish wrote: 

“When my daughter was around four, she shook me awake, 
which made me panic, and I jumped up thinking something 
was wrong, but she just said, ‘My pillow fell on the floor.’ It 
was 3am. 

 
84 Source: NotNearlyAWizard, “(Serious) Girls, what are some obvious 
hits you gave a guy you like, which he couldn’t understand?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 24 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y3s2eh5v>. 
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“When she’s 16, I plan to wake her at 5am on Saturdays to 
tell her how much I love beans.” 

2) SleepFlower80 wrote, “My dad woke us all up when I was 
six to say our house was on fire. My mum was working 
nights at the hospital, so my dad had to get the three of us, 
four cats, four dogs and two budgies [birds] out of the house 
by himself. He barely made it out with the budgies when our 
house collapsed while we were all standing on the front 
lawn, waiting for the fire brigade.” 

3) theinfamousj wrote, “The house flooded [due to rain] and 
the water rose to the level of my bed. I woke first because I 
slept on the lowest floor and noticed the water first. It is 
disorienting to suddenly be swimming in your bedroom.” 

4) life_lag wrote, “My toddler bellyflopping right on my 
back yelling, ‘It’s morning now!’ It was 3am. Slightly nicer 
wake up at 6am when he crawled into bed and whispered, ‘Is 
it morning now?’” 

5) cmahgee wrote: 

“Didn’t happen to me but to my mom. I would have very 
realistic dreams and sometimes sleepwalk when I was 
around 16 or 17. My dad was a truck driver, so it was usually 
just my mom and me, and we lived in a very rural area. I 
guess for several nights in a row I woke her in the middle of 
night and told her a man was in my room and wouldn’t leave. 
She was extremely freaked out, and I have no memory of 
doing this. 

“She also woke up once to find herself almost face to face 
with a bat hanging from her bedside lamp.” 

6) dream_bean_94 wrote: 

“My high-school boyfriend and I had been dating for about 
a year — it was pretty serious. I woke up, went to Saturday 
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morning track practice early in the morning. Came home, 
showered, and lay down for a nap. I woke up to him standing 
over me in my living room. He broke up with me and ran out 
the back door before I was awake enough to stand up. 

“I didn’t completely come to until I was standing in the 
driveway watching his grandma drive him away. LOL. I was 
like ???????. 

“It’s a tie between that and a skunk spraying the garden right 
outside my bedroom window. A breeze wafted fresh skunk 
spray right through the open window and into my face.” 

dream_bean_94 added, “The breakup sucked at the time, but 
I get a good chuckle out of it now. Our driveway was all 
rocks, so there was the added effect of his grandma’s old 
lady sedan spitting rocks as they peeled out. LOL.”85 

86. “What Was One Thing That Someone Said Or Did 
That Made You Smile Last Week?” 

1) SilentSiren39 wrote, “After I dyed my hair purple, my 
almost three-year-old niece gasped and shrieked, ‘So pitty!’ 
(So pretty!) And then she patted my hair. When little kids 
give you a compliment, you know it’s genuine.” 

2) coconutcrack242 wrote: 

“I was going through an absolutely horrible time, and my 
beautiful friend told me she was going to play my movie-
cliché best friend who comes over to my place with 
expensive ice cream and lets me vent at her for hours. 

“I smiled when I got off the phone. But I also cried a bit.” 

 
85 Source: Nwah_with_attitude, “What is the worst way you ever been 
or have been woken up?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxb6lyo5>. 
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3) Little_Lesbian_Lover wrote, “My eldest niece is seven, 
and she’s obsessed with art. She’s always drawing and 
painting stuff. We haven’t seen each other since November 
2020 (lockdown) so for Christmas her present to me was 
some paintings. We had a video call last week, and I was in 
a different room than usual. She noticed one of her paintings 
hanging up behind me, and she was stunned that I had 
actually put it up. She seemed incredulous that I liked it that 
much.” 

4) scarlettlyonne wrote: 

“My best friend and I have been fairly inseparable since we 
met almost 20 years ago, so the pandemic has been pretty 
hard for us. We hang out when we can (we both work at a 
college and get tested once a week), but whereas before 
COVID, we would hang out three-plus times a month, now 
we’re lucky if we see each other once every two months. 

“Last week she texted me: ‘I’ve been sitting on the couch 
laughing to myself for the past 20 minutes, and my boyfriend 
just told me that I need to hang out with you ASAP, so we 
can talk in stupid accents, watch stupid movies, and laugh at 
ourselves laughing hysterically.’ It made me feel really nice, 
because that’s exactly what I want, too.” 

5) shockolat wrote, “My son and I were in a store and he 
randomly said, ‘Oh, look! Pantaloons!’ He’s nine years old, 
and I’ve never heard him say anything like that before. It was 
pretty funny and so out of the blue.”86 

 
86 Source: thehotshotpilot, “What was one thing that someone said or 
did that made you smile last week?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 January 
2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y2k87loz>. 
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87. “How Do You Get The Courage To Tell Someone 
You Love Them For The First Time? It’s Terrifying.” 

1) hankaniner wrote, “Turn off your brain and just say it. 
And also be ok with not hearing it back.” 

foxlei commented: 

“I was the first to say ‘I love you.’ I was nervous as hell and 
I just blurted it out. And he said he wasn’t ready to say it 
back. 

“I was surprisingly okay with it. It took him a few weeks 
until he was ready to say it to me. 

“We have now been together for six years.” 

2) PotsOnPotsOnPots wrote: 

“I said it for the first time while we were both falling asleep. 
It had been on the tip of my tongue every night for months, 
and finally it came out. 

“Edit: He didn’t say it back, for months, but every so often I 
would let him know that I loved him anyways. :)” 

3) epicpillowcase wrote: 

“I don’t have any fear of this because I believe you literally 
can’t lose. The person either feels the same way, or is ok with 
you feeling the same way but isn’t there yet, or it helps them 
realise they won’t be, in which case you’re not right for each 
other. 

“It’s better to know either way. Nothing is lost from an 
authentic expression said with no expectation. Don’t leave 
silence hanging, say it and change the subject to allow them 
to digest it without being put on the spot.” 

LittleWinchester commented: 
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“Absolutely. 

“I’ve never regretted saying, ‘I love you,’ even when the 
other person doesn’t feel the same way, but there are times I 
regret that I didn’t say it.” 

4) blissfulbluebunny wrote: 

“Assuming you’re not in a relationship yet: 

“As annoying and unhelpful as this is going to sound, you 
really just have to … do it. If you confess and they don’t feel 
the same, what do you lose? Ultimately, nothing. Sure, you 
might feel a little bit embarrassed for a while and have a 
small heartbreak thinking about what could have been. But 
think of it like this: In the future, are you really going to care? 
Probably not. It’ll end up being a silly story you tell your 
friends, and then someday, your soulmate. On the other 
hand, if you confess and they do feel the same, great! You’ll 
begin a blooming relationship with someone who loves you 
like you love them. 

“Assuming you’re already in a relationship: 

“Once again, you really just have to do it, and keep in mind 
that even if they don’t say it back, it doesn’t mean they don’t 
care about you. Maybe they’ve been hurt, and lost a lot of 
trust. Past situations can often dictate how someone is able 
to react and respond to things like love confessions in the 
future. However, make sure that if they choose not to express 
their love for you in words, that they still do in other ways. 
Think of love languages: Do they express love through 
physical touch? Quality time? Not reciprocating the ‘L’ 
word doesn’t always cause the need to feel upset. 

“I wish you the best of luck in telling them! I know it’s quite 
scary sometimes, but you got this. Trust your gut. :)” 
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5) justalittlelupy wrote, “I prefaced it by stating that I knew 
he wasn’t there yet and I didn’t want him to feel pressured 
to say it back, but that it was how I felt and I wanted to 
express that to him. He didn’t say it back but held me very 
tightly and gave me lots of kisses. He said it about a month 
later, when he was ready. I know that he really meant it and 
wasn’t just saying it because I had said it.” 

6) SleepFlower80, a woman, wrote, “I just say it. I don’t find 
it scary, and I’m not fearful that they might not reciprocate 
yet.”87 

88. “Gay Men Of Reddit, Have You Ever Pulled The ‘I 
Have A Boyfriend’ On A Girl? If So, What Was Their 
Reaction?” 

1) BobbingandBang wrote, “Happened a couple times when 
girls assumed I was hitting on them. At the library once, I 
asked a girl (who was sitting alone at a table that could sit 
10) if I could sit by her. She gave me that irritated look and 
said, ‘I have a boyfriend.’ I replied, ‘So do I,’ and sat down.” 

undercover_cheetah wrote, “God, that’s a great response. 
I’m straight, but if a chick did that I would be like, ‘With that 
attitude, that’s surprising.’” 

2) Tru-Queer wrote: 

“Not exactly. 

“One day I was walking home from a college class, and these 
two girls were hogging up the entire sidewalk by walking 
side by side. I slowed down a bit as I walked closer behind 
them and was waiting for them to either make room or else 

 
87 Source: athrowawaycow34, “How do you get the courage to tell 
someone you love them for the first time? It’s terrifying.” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 25 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y4kt4yax>. 
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I was just gonna walk on the grass past them. One girl looked 
at me and then went back to talking without moving, so I just 
walked on the grass past them and as I get back on the 
sidewalk in front of them, I heard one of them say, ‘I think 
he was checking us out,’ and I just stopped and said, 
‘Actually, I like guys,’ and then kept walking.” 

3) cebrero wrote, “This reminded me of a time when a friend 
and I went with our girlfriends to a beer-tasting event. We 
were waiting in line to get our beer and the ladies were chit-
chatting behind us. Well, some guy decided he wanted to talk 
to my friend’s girlfriend and asked her for her number. My 
friend quickly turned around and said to the guy, ‘You can 
have mine.’ Which I thought was a hilarious way of telling 
the guy she is taken. The guy was completely confused and 
just walked away.” 

4) howcreativeami wrote, “Backfired so fucking hard. I was 
with a guy I had gone on like three dates with and got along 
great with, but it was still new. He overheard me tell this girl, 
‘I’m really sorry but I’m actually here with my boyfriend.’ 
He was nearby, overheard ‘boyfriend,’ had a little ‘we’re 
moving too fast’ panic attack and bailed.” 

howcreativeami added, “I thought it’d be something we’d 
have a laugh about. We planned to get together for some 
food the next day, but he ended up flaking. He was a really 
self-conscious person, and I think he felt awkward about the 
whole thing and how he reacted. C’est la vie! He was a good 
guy, no ill will. Just a bit of a facepalm. I should have just 
let that girl get handsy.” 

5) ElHombreBatido wrote: 

“I am not gay, but when I’m at the bar with the lads (back in 
the long, long ago when going to bars was a thing), I used a 
line similar to this. 
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“I notice that women seem to think if they flirt with me, I 
will buy them a drink. Perhaps because I am ogrish and dress 
nicely, they think I am desperate and rich enough to pay for 
their drinks? Anyways, a couple of years ago, I had this lady 
flirting with me for a few minutes followed by ‘So, are you 
going to buy me a drink?’  

“I replied with, ‘Let me go ask my boyfriend. He carries all 
our money.’ 

“Then I go up to one of my buddies, tell him about the 
situation, and we look at the poor girl and laugh and laugh 
and kiss.” 

rekcuzfpok commented, “Soooo, a little gay after all?” 

ElHombreBatido replied, “It’s 2021. Perhaps we are all a 
little gay? I know I am. ;)”88 

89. “What Is The Most Unprofessional Thing A Doctor 
Has Said To You?” 

1) bob_robIII wrote: 

“I was 18 and getting six stitches under my eyebrow after 
catching a softball with my eye socket. I asked the doctor if 
there would be much of a scar. 

“He said ‘Well, I could use the smaller thread to make sure 
there won’t be any scar, but it’s not like you’re a model or 
anything.’” 

Anneisabitch wrote: 

“I had a doctor say something similar. He was putting 
stitches in my leg and I asked about a scar and he just scoffed 

 
88 Source: lil_Chickens, “Gay men of reddit, have you ever pulled the ‘I 
have a boyfriend’ on a girl? If so what was their reaction?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 26 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y3vuf2h2>. 
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and said, ‘You’re not going to be on a Miami Beach anyway, 
so what do you care?’ 

“My scar looks like a scarab beetle, by the way.” 

2) chjett10 wrote, “When I was like 13, my orthodontist told 
me to open my mouth wider. I told her that was as wide as I 
could open. She told me I better practice opening it wider 
because ‘you’ll need that skill when you’re older.’ I don’t 
know if she meant it in the way that I interpreted it.” 

goIdbyefish wrote, “This reminds me of the time when I was 
twelve and at the dentist. The male dentist told me to open 
my mouth, then said to open it a little bigger, which I did, 
and then he said, ‘Wow, you have a really big mouth; you 
can open it very wide.’ The other male dentist (or whatever 
he was) started cracking up laughing with him. I never 
understood why… but I think I might now.”89 

90. “What Is The Kindest Thing You Have Ever Done?” 

1) JimmyMcapplenut wrote, “I saw a kid struggle to win a 
Batman plush from a claw machine. Once the kid left, I gave 
it a try and ended up winning the Batman plush. I then found 
the same kid and gave him the Batman plush. It made me 
happy for the rest of that day knowing that I made someone’s 
day.” 

2) klarnax wrote: 

“The first time I went to Los Angeles, I saw this lady trying 
to push this very old guy down the highway in an electric 
wheelchair. She was going really slow and apparently 
having a hard time. 

 
89 Source: TheAmericanWay1597, “What is the most unprofessional 
thing a doctor has said to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y63hoh6r>. 
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“Being a stout young lad at the time, I went to ask if she 
needed help. Turned out the wheelchair battery was dead, so 
she was trying to push this 90-year-old guy home […]. 

“Also, the old guy spoke no English (he spoke Hebrew or 
Russian, I think), and she didn’t know him, either. He was 
just trying to point to the way home. 

“Being fresh out of the Army and enjoying a physical 
challenge on a beautiful California day, I said, ‘Challenge 
accepted,’ and pushed the guy home. The lady guided us and 
waved the cars away and I tried to be gentle as possible while 
shoving this giant brake-locked metal sled down the 
freeway. I was sweating after the first fifty feet and totally 
spent two miles later when we finally got him to his house. 
It took about an hour. 

“The lady was really happy we got him back safe. The old 
guy couldn’t really say anything, so I just waved and said, 
‘Bye!’ 

“He grabbed my arm with tremendous force, pulled me in, 
and kissed the back of my hand in gratitude; he might have 
been crying. I felt like a knight, ennobled. 

“I have a lot of good memories of LA, but I like to think they 
all started with that one.” 

3) zebett wrote, “I went to church, and when I came out it 
was raining very heavily. I had an umbrella but saw an old 
lady who had been in church as well walking without one so 
I just ran to her and shared the umbrella with her, took her to 
her bus station. It’s not much. but it felt good. She was really 
nice.” 

4) NeetStreet_2 wrote, “One year a friend and I decided to 
host Thanksgiving dinner for the homeless and needy in our 
town. We got a lot of cash donations from friends and 
family, and we cooked everything ourselves. Three turkeys, 
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50 pounds of mashed potatoes, a lot of corn, stuffing, bread, 
not to mention cranberry sauce and gravy. Held the dinner at 
a local bar that had single rooms to rent by the month on the 
floors above. Had a great turnout, everybody really 
appreciated the effort and we felt really great at having the 
ability and opportunity to provide this meal. We had about 
75 people show up. One bad thing to note, though, some 
asswipe stole an entire tray of carved white meat. Whoever 
that was, I hope you have painful, burning diarrhea every day 
until you die.” 

5) SaltSalsa wrote: 

“I wasn’t a super-popular kid, but I managed to get a pretty 
big group of guys to come over for my ninth birthday party. 
Somehow I convinced my mom to rent a bunch of horror 
movies to watch, which in primary school was a pretty big 
deal. But one kid, who was from an ultra-conservative 
household, pulled me aside to say he may have to leave 
because he’s not allowed to watch any of those movies. 
Instead of that, he and I watched TV in another room and 
surreptitiously rejoined the group when they took cake and 
pizza breaks. 

“The look of pride on my mom’s face … 

“(I hope I’ve done kinder things than this, but this is the 
memory that leapt to mind.)” 

6) woolcandle wrote, “I spent 100 dollars in food for a single 
mother with three kids. Bought it online and shipped it to her 
address. I did it because I felt sad because I had just gotten 
my paycheck and I felt I had everything my family and I 
need times 10.” 

7) Volford wrote, “I was waiting for a bus at the bus station 
sitting on one of the benches. An older woman appeared and 
was looking for a seat, but every bench was taken. I decided 
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to stand up and let her take my seat. I will always remember 
her kind smile.” 

8) shouldbeworkingnoweh wrote, “At camp, a girl I didn’t 
really know was alone and crying. So I went up to her to 
comfort her and ask her what was wrong. That was nine 
years ago. We’ve been best friends for nine years now, and 
I’m so lucky to have her in my life. Kind things can lead to 
good things.” 

9) PortalOutVoyd wrote, “When I worked at a coffee shop 
in a grocery store, a kid came up and ordered a lemon loaf 
and a frappuccino. He left without taking his change, so I 
closed shop to run around the grocery to find him and give 
him and his mom his change.” 

10) kenred171 wrote, “I flew my wife’s parents here (USA) 
from Korea as a surprise for her birthday. She had no clue. 
That night we had a party for her with friends; we put a 
blindfold on her, and her parents came from another room 
where they had been hiding. Each took one of her hands. 
There wasn’t a dry eye in the room.” 

11) everleighclaire wrote: 

“I would say just this past weekend actually. I’m a junior in 
college, and I had just dropped off a few of my friends at a 
little kickback. Mind you, it had just snowed and the roads 
were shit, so I was having to drive like five mph. 

“I get to a stoplight, and I see this girl at the edge of the 
sidewalk holding out her hand and very obviously crying. I 
roll down my window, and she was basically inconsolable 
so I just told her to get in. Once she got her bearings, she told 
me that it was her first time in my college town and her 
friends had just left her to go to the bars. She was pretty 
obviously drunk and said she had been walking around for 
almost half an hour just trying to find someone to pick her 
up and it was super cold and slick out. 
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So … of course I had to pick her up and I ended up taking 
her to her hotel, which I had to kind of guess because she 
couldn’t give me a ton of information. But I got her there and 
I was just glad that she was able to stay safe that night.”90 

91. “Have You Ever Been In A Relationship Where You 
Felt Your Partner Was ‘Too Good’ For You? If So, What 
Ended Up Happening?” 

1) destria wrote: 

“Yeah, I’m in it, and I have been for almost 10 years. There 
are so many moments every day where I ask, ‘Wow, how do 
I deserve such a good guy?’ For example, since working 
from home, he comes up every day at 11am to bring me 
coffee — he’s been doing it for months. How many cups of 
coffee have I made for him, maybe three at most? Or last 
night he cooked dinner and washed up the dishes when our 
agreement is whoever cooks doesn’t wash up, and when I 
asked him about it, he claimed that there were no dishes to 
wash up (!). 

“Honestly, it just makes me up my game. I feel like I’ve 
become a better partner and overall a better person through 
his example.” 

PeregrineSkye commented, “I forgot a cup of hot chocolate 
on the table, and my partner reheated it and brought it to me 
in the other room. I was so touched, and I was humbled by 
the knowledge that if our positions were reversed, I would 
have drank his abandoned hot chocolate without a second 
thought.” 

 
90 Source: A_Purple_Penguins, “What is it kindest thing you have ever 
done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y44e8ck6>. 
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Loimographia commented, “My partner and I both seem to 
have this perspective. He constantly asks me what he did to 
deserve me, and my only answer is that he did it by being a 
good person. And I wonder the same thing because I feel like 
he’s infinitely more patient and kind than me, but it 
encourages me to be patient and kind (and frankly it’s much 
easier to be patient in a relationship where the other person 
rarely tries your patience).” 

missamuffins responded, “Are you me and my spouse? I 
bring him his favourite pastry from the weekly grocery run 
and I get, ‘You spoil me.’ He texts me at his breaks every 
day to tell me he loves me, and I feel spoiled. It’s all the 
everyday love and patience for me — no grand gestures 
could equal the bond we’ve built on small things.” 

2) Jekawi wrote, “Got married. Sucker is stuck with me now. 
Muhahahaha [evil laugh].” 

alexgodden wrote: 

“I was going to say exactly the same thing. Turned out he 
thought I was too good for him, so I got that ring on my 
finger before he came to his senses. 

“Ten years later, this wonderful dumbass still thinks I’m too 
good for him, whereas I know I’m the one who lucked out.” 

WingsofRain commented, “Rips up marriage 
certificate. ’Good luck returning me.’”91 

 
91 Source: frisckydriscky, “Have you ever been in a relationship where 
you felt your partner was ‘too good’ for you? If so, what ended up 
happening?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y69zd8nn>. 
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92. “What Is The Most Precious Memory In Your Life?” 

1) KnittinAndBitchin wrote: 

“It was a couple of years ago, at Christmas. We were all 
gathered at my parents’ house. For some reason I just 
couldn’t sleep, so I got up and wandered downstairs to find 
my brother still up as well, wrapping presents for his 
daughter at like 2 am. I sat down and helped him out. Then 
we watched Mom and Dad Save The Planet and Jingle All 
The Way. At one point we were both hungry, so he got up 
and made us waffles with peanut butter and syrup. We just 
sat and laughed and smoked outside, just the two of us, 
enjoying each other’s company in the tiny hours of 
Christmas morning, waiting for everyone else to get up. 

“He passed away 18 months ago. So that memory is even 
more precious to me, and when I’m truly missing him, I 
make myself remember when we sat on the couch together, 
holding the plate of Santa cookies and arguing over which of 
us would be able to take the most perfect bite of a cookie so 
my niece would know that Santa had enjoyed them.” 

2) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“The day I rescued my cat, Gordon. He was a six-month-old, 
badly abused kitten. I had been told that he wouldn’t come 
anywhere near me and to be patient. When I walked in, he 
climbed straight up my trousers and into my arms. It was the 
start of the best 13 years of my life. He was my best friend 
and my one constant for that time period. I moved around a 
lot in that time, and he was with me for every house move, 
making everywhere new feel like home. 

“He died last May and I miss him desperately every single 
day. I think about him constantly. His death was unexpected 
and a huge shock, and I don’t think I’ll ever get over him. I 
know people will read this and think ‘what the fuck, it’s just 
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a cat.’ but he wasn’t just anything to me. He was my 
family.”92 

93. “Doctors And Nurses Of Reddit, What’s The 
Weirdest Thing A Patient Has Said Under Anesthesia?” 

1) spamskwid wrote, “While in the waiting room, my wife 
and I were waiting along with two other women. The 
patients were all under full anesthesia. Sometimes, coming 
out of anesthesia creates a funny kind of truth serum. The 
nurse came out and asked for Rachel. No one responded. The 
nurse went back, came out again, and asked for an Emily. 
Still no response at first, then one woman, looking pissed, 
asked if this was for Alan [lastname]. The nurse said yes, and 
the woman stomped in there saying that she is his wife, 
Pam.” 

2) kendralherrington wrote: 

“Not a doctor, but my dad did tell my mother he fucked her 
sister. 

“My mom doesn’t have a sister. Lol.” 

3) Hysterymystery wrote: 

“I didn’t witness this, but I worked for a while as a personal 
assistant and my boss had to have surgery. The staff (I think 
it was someone from respiratory therapy) was putting an 
oxygen mask on him as he was coming around and he starts 
pushing her away and telling her to get off of him. His wife 
walked in with the nurse right after that and he shouted, ‘She 
was hitting on me in my own home!’ 

 
92 Source: adminiaai, “What is the most precious memory in your life?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 27 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y5fnsslc>. 
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“His wife told me the story, thinking it was hilarious that 
even high as a kite he was still faithful to her. Lol.” 

4) eeyoremarie wrote: 

“At 25 I had my tonsils out and was under some kind of 
general sedation. 

“Apparently I told the doctor that I hoped I healed up 
because I really wanted to try to give my husband a blowjob 
now. 

“Sometime later, they went to wake me, and I said, ‘No, you 
can’t! I’m dead.’ I kind of remember that last one; I think I 
was dreaming of being dead.” 

5) sparkle_phartz wrote, “As I was coming out of anesthesia 
after surgery on my neck, the nurse asked me how I was 
feeling. Apparently, I said, ‘I feel like I just switched throats 
with Linda Lovelace.’ My surgeon is the one who told me; 
the nurses told him I was ‘quite the hoot’ in recovery.” 

Note by David Bruce: Linda Lovelace starred in the porn 
movie Deep Throat.  

6) ManiacalChikatilo wrote: 

“In 2017, one patient while under anaesthesia remembered 
the password of his Bitcoin wallet which he had forgotten. 
He mined his Bitcoin in 2011 and never wrote down his 
password. So I wrote it down, and when he came out from 
under anaesthesia, I gave him the password.” 

7) LPScot wrote, “Currently an ED/A&E [Emergency 
Department / Accident & Emergency department ] doctor in 
the UK, but back when I was a medical student assisting in 
theatre we had a patient whom I was discussing his garden 
with as he was put under general anaesthetic. He literally 
went under mid-sentence while discussing a specific tree in 
his garden, and when we brought him back around two hours 
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later he carried on the same sentence EXACTLY where he’d 
left off and couldn’t believe that two hours had passed!” 

8) zerbey wrote: 

“I was the patient, and apparently during one of my surgeries 
under twilight sedation [patient is conscious but sedated], I 
asked where a particular doctor was and then spent the entire 
surgery talking about what a great doctor he was. I remember 
none of it, but my surgeon said it was hilarious and not to be 
embarrassed. And, honestly, he IS a really good doctor. 

“Next time I went for a visit, he was back in the office, saw 
me, grinned, and said, ‘So, I hear you were talking about 
me!”93 

94. “Have You Ever Had A Creepy Teacher? What 
Happened And How Did You Overcome It?” 

1) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“One of my teachers called my mum in to have a word about 
my science homework. When she walked into the classroom, 
I was sitting on his lap, which was a common thing for him 
to do … but only with the girl pupils. I was seven or eight at 
the time, so I had no idea that it was even a bad thing — it 
was just normal for him. 

“My mum is this 5’1”, Northern Irish powerhouse who takes 
no shit from anyone, especially when it comes to me and my 
siblings. She pulled me off his lap, grabbed him by his tie, 
and told him if she ever saw him with a pupil sitting on his 
lap again, she’d cut his d*ck off. She also reported it to the 

 
93 Source: Underground_Dinos, “Doctors and nurses of reddit what’s 
the weirdest thing a patient has said under anesthesia?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 27 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y6on3g6m>. 
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headmaster. It was the 80’s, though, and I don’t know what 
(if anything) was ever done about it.” 

2) scarlettlyonne wrote: 

“I was forced to take religious education classes growing up, 
and my teacher was a 70-plus-year-old, very creepy, very 
grouchy man. He yelled a lot, and he disciplined the girls, 
but the boys pretty much had free reign. I highly suspect he 
chose to discipline only the girls, because his way of doing 
so was to bring the girl over, where he’d then put his hands 
on their shoulders or arms, hold them close enough that they 
couldn’t easily wriggle away, and then lecture them about 
whatever they did with his face about four inches way from 
theirs. 

“Anyway, during the summer, when I was 13, my family and 
I had gone on a cruise. When I got back together with my 
classmates in the fall, my friends started asking me about the 
vacation. My teacher overheard our conversation, and 
loudly, in front of the whole class, he asks me, ‘Did you have 
to shave? Did you get a bikini wax?’ in a mocking kind of 
tone. 

“Every student but my best friend and I cracked up, and I felt 
disgusted. I was on the verge of tears the entire class, and 
when I went home, I told my mom what happened. She 
drove to the school as fast as she could and screamed at him, 
telling him how inappropriate he was, how disgusting that 
comment was to make to anyone, regardless of age, etc. 

“She pulled me out of the class that day, and my best friend’s 
mom took her out of the class, too. The school did nothing 
though, of course, and we were made out to be ‘rebels / bad 
girls’ since we didn’t go to class anymore. Then when he 
died, the church granted his family a pew in his honor. 

“I honestly don’t know if I really overcame it, because I 
started to get sexualized around the age of 11, since I 
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developed a bit early, so comments like that weren’t out of 
the ordinary for me. I just kind of clammed up, hid my body 
for years, and only fully realized in my late 20s that it was 
the men at fault, not me.”94 

95. “When Was The Last Time You Cried Tears Out Of 
Joy And Happiness?” 

1) AlAhAckBar wrote, “My boyfriend would listen to a 
station on the radio that played music I knew. This station 
would have callers dedicating songs to their loved ones, and 
I really enjoyed hearing everyone in love and just dedicating 
things. One night my boyfriend wanted me to tune in with 
him like usual, and HE CAME UP ON THE RADIO (I’M 
STARTING TO TEAR UP JUST THINKING ABOUT IT) 
AND HE SAID MY NAME AND HE SAID I CAN’T 
WAIT TO HOLD YOU IN MY ARMS AND I JUST 
STARTED BAWLING MY BLOODY EYES OUT FROM 
SO MUCH LOVE AND HAPPINESS AND I JUST 
CAN’T. I CAN’T. LIKE WOW.” 

2) Linorelai wrote, “When they cut my baby out of me and I 
heard he was alive.” 

3) ChiliGobkin wrote: 

“First time our rescue cat meowed. We were so happy. 

“This cat had it hard’ she probably was punished every time 
she made a noise before. She never made a single sound in 
the months she passed at the shelter (nobody wanted the 
ugly, old, single-eye, teeth missing, unclean cat that can 
barely breathe and has cardiac problems). Previously, she 

 
94 Source: lemonpeachhh, “Have you ever had a creepy teacher? What 
happened and how did you overcome it?” Reddit. AskWomen.27 
January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/y5fo8ktv>. 



 196 

was looking like she was meowing but there was no sound 
coming out.” 

4) OhHeyBluePenguin wrote, “Watching Kamala Harris be 
sworn in as Vice President. So many happy tears!” 

5) DLVSH wrote, “I cried gigantic chubby tears during the 
[Joe Biden] inauguration last week [20 January 2021]. 
Mostly out of relief.” 

6) gatherallthemtg wrote, “The Saturday that the race was 
called for Biden, specifically when CNN called it.”95 

96. “What’s A Privilege That Most People Don’t Realise 
Is A Privilege?” 

CDC_ wrote: 

“Having a family who loves you. I grew up in a pretty loving 
family. It was somewhat dysfunctional, to be sure, but my 
mother loves me as does my sister. So did my grandparents. 
We were always a close family and we helped each other 
when possible. We were always supportive, too. 

“I went to school with people whose parents couldn’t have 
given a fuck less about them. I mean, straight up, they just 
didn’t give a shit if their kids lived or died. If your parents 
actively tried to keep you off drugs and off the streets and 
were emotionally supportive and not abusive, count your 
blessings. 

“It’s a fucked-up world we live in, and plenty of people are 
trying to navigate it completely alone.” 

 
95 Source: Wonderful_Stick, “When was the last time you cried your 
tears out of joy and happiness?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5b3n5g5>. 
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happyhappyfool commented, “Hey, thanks for 
understanding. As someone who came from a fucked-up 
family and has plenty of issues resulting from it, I couldn’t 
believe that A) there are people who actually love their 
families and vice versa and B) the majority of these people 
are utterly incapable of understanding that shitty parents and 
families exist. I tried telling people that I don’t talk to my 
parents because they were abusive and they would say, ‘But 
surely they love you! Why don’t you talk to them!’” 

sml09 commented, “My mother was pretty unambiguous 
about how much she hated both me and my dad. I was the 
‘save the marriage’ unwanted child.” 

carbearnaceous commented, “What I learned from 
coronavirus was that people actually care if their parents / 
grandparents die. They must’ve had loving childhoods. I 
can’t relate.” 

my_soldier commented, “Or just having a stable home 
situation. I grew up in a stable home, with my parents caring 
a lot about us and not much issues with regards to family. 
My girlfriend, however, grew up in a family that was always 
fighting with each other. So even though her parents loved 
her, she hated being home since it was always hectic. Even 
now, she has poor relations with her parents and the rest of 
her family because the conversation in her family is always 
about family issues. Really puts into perspective how 
different a home situation can be, even when the home itself 
isn’t that bad.” 

The WildTofuHunter commented: 

“You are so right. I used to get mad as a kid / teen as I 
thought that my parents were always down my neck and in 
my business. As an adult I realize that they were actually 
quite hands off in some ways, but still making sure we didn’t 
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get into trouble and stayed away from kids who may not be 
a good influence. 

“My very small middle school had quite a few kids 
experimenting with sex at 11-12, hard drugs, and overall 
losing their focus on life and other undesirable paths. One 
girl took too damn much LSD, another became pregnant, 
another was very possibly roped into sex work at 13. 

“I am very appreciative that my parents always checked out 
the parents of my friends at that age and walked me to the 
door to ‘say hi’ to everyone, rather than taking the easy path 
of ‘It’s Friday, adios, see you Monday before school.’ They 
were always there for support, love, questions, and healthy 
discipline. 

soccer_treble commented, “Feeling safe in your own home. 
Not worrying about rats, mice, roaches, bed bugs, bricks 
being thrown through windows, violence outside, break-
ins.” 

averyfragilegirl commented: 

“Having a bed. When I was ages 8-11, my siblings and I had 
to sleep on the floor because we lived in a tiny one-bedroom 
apartment. The only bed belonged to my grandfather (a 70-
year-old man), and the couch went to my mother (a woman 
with severe back problems). The rest of us had to sleep on 
blankets and pillows. 

“I remember turning twelve and finally getting to sleep in 
my own bed after three years of not having one. It was 
euphoria.” 

elliotsilvestri commented: 

“My sons are extremely tall for their age, and we recently 
had to buy them extra-long twin bed frames and mattresses. 
Their old mattress were literally two years old and in near-
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perfect condition. I asked around and wound up giving them 
(frames, mattress, foundations) to a single mother with two 
young kids. I was just happy to get the mattresses out of my 
basement. She offered me fifty bucks for them, but I refused 
because she obviously didn’t have the money to spare and 
she was saving me a few bucks because if I took them to the 
local dump it would have cost me ten dollars each to get rid 
of them. 

“She started crying and said her kids had never slept in a real 
bed.” 

MysteriousPack1 commented, “Thank you for doing that. I 
was the child of a single mom growing up. People like you 
helped give me comfort and faith in the universe.” 

mickdaddy commented: 

“Can absolutely relate. I’m a 40-year-old dude who didn’t 
have his own bed until I joined the military at 21 years old. 

“That cot in boot camp felt like cotton clouds.”96 

97. “What Is The Most Pure Form Of Love For You?” 

1) incoming-idiot wrote: 

“The love from a kid who isn’t a direct family member. 

“There’s nothing that fucks me up more than when I go 
round to see my niece and nephew and their faces light up as 
soon as they see me. 

“Once, I walked in and they were upstairs playing. As soon 
as they heard my voice, all I heard was, ‘AUNTY!’ followed 
by the sound of everything being dropped on the floor, and 

 
96 Source: Woo_loo, “What’s a privilege that most people dont realise 
is a privilege?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4zlas3g>. 
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two nine-year-olds bombing it down the stairs to come hug 
me. It’s just the best.” 

2) blastoise wrote, “Cats who cuddle and purr at same time.” 

porn_trooper commented, “Purrfect.” 

3) the_welded_dif wrote, “Someone who will hold you tight 
when you break down and you are crying and they will just 
hold you and keep you company.” 

4) Worry_Minimum wrote, “Cuddling.” 

5) Previous-Departure83 wrote, “Someone who asks if 
you’ve eaten / slept enough, and if you haven’t eaten, they 
just bring you food and feed you.” 

6) Either_Size wrote, “The love I have for my child.” 

7) CheetosnSalsa wrote, “My dog during a walk! He 
absolutely loves them so much and seeing him run though 
the vineyards off the leash is so heartwarming.” 

8) grass-is-gay wrote: 

“Someone remembering a one-off comment you made and 
them doing something related to it. 

“‘You said you were interested in reading this book, so I 
bought you a hardcover of it!’ 

“‘You said you really liked my watermelon bubble tea when 
I let you try it last time. So I got you one of your own!’  

“Remembering tiny details about someone really shows that 
you care and that you’re always listening to them. For people 
with confidence issues like myself, it’s a wonderful feeling 
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when someone says that they’ve always been listening to 
everything you say.”97 

98. “What’s Something Silly You Innocently Did As A 
Child That Is Now Funny To You?” 

1) CatrionaShadowleaf wrote: 

“I called 911 to ask if I could make toast. My mom was sick, 
my dad was a police officer, and I wasn’t allowed to cook 
unless I had permission. They always tell you to call 911 if 
you need a policeman, right? 

“Anyway, once she said ‘emergency,’ I hung up in terror. 
They called back, of course, my mom eventually answered, 
and now it’s a family story.” 

eppydeservedbetter commented: 

“I had a good laugh at this! That’s so cute. 

“I rang 999 from my nana’s house when I was little — 
probably because the number ‘9’ stood out. I didn’t know I 
was calling emergency services. Apparently, I told the 
operator that I was with my teddy, and we were having a 
picnic. I hung up, and someone called back to check 
everything was okay. My nana was mortified, but it was fine, 
and the policeman she spoke to found it funny.” 

2) OverallDisaster wrote, “I used to run around and act like 
I was a dog. I even lifted my leg like I was peeing.” 

3) lukewarmhotpocket66 wrote, “I used to write the cringiest 
poems about a boy I liked in second grade. My brothers 
found them. Needless to say, that was fuel for them to tease 

 
97 Source: Askoti102, “What is the most pure form of love for you?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 28 January 2021 <https://tinyurl.com/yxu8yjy9>. 



 202 

me for years. Looking back on it now, it’s honestly hilarious; 
also, I had a way with words at seven.” 

4) clowwwwi wrote, “I brought my mother’s fluffy 
handcuffs to school to play cops and robbers with my 
classmates when I was five years old. :-)” 

clowwwwi added, “I had a friend called Dylan in primary 
school and nicknamed him Dildo.” 

5) eppydeservedbetter wrote: 

“I had a bit of a fascination with death, and I liked to play 
funerals with my dolls. I’d never attended a funeral, nor had 
I lost a close relative or friend, so I don’t know why I was so 
fixated on death as a toddler — maybe my grandma letting 
me play horror video games was a big part. Thanks, Nana! 

“I used to put my dolls in ‘coffins,’ which were socks, and 
bury them in my sock drawer. Once, I did actually bury a 
couple in the garden, and we found them years later! My 
parents often found me surrounded by Barbies and Bratz 
dolls that I’d shoved into socks. I’d then resurrect a doll if I 
needed it for alternative plot purposes.” 

6) Not_Jess369 wrote: 

“At around age five, I guess I found out what naked adults 
look like, somehow. I then decided to draw some pictures of 
what I had learned and proudly gifted them to my parents. 

“They kept a lot of my artworks but I haven’t seen this one 
anywhere since ….” 

7) BelleInBinary wrote: 

“I was probably six or seven years old and accidentally ratted 
my uncle out. I told his wife that he always talked to female 
strangers when she wasn’t around, and that he lied to a lady 
that he was single. At the time my uncle and his wife didn’t 
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have any kids, so I spent a lot of time with them. I remember 
his wife was braiding my hair and she was just like, ‘Oh, is 
that right, sweetie? Your uncle is just friendly.’ 

“Many, many years later, my mom told me that after they 
dropped me off, they got into a huge fight. I think it’s 
hilarious because my uncle got what he deserved. He cheated 
on her a lot when I was growing up, but they’re still 
married.” 

8) souponastick wrote, “It was drilled into my head as a kid 
that ‘you and your brother do NOT separate on the way to 
school for ANY reason.’ Well, my older brother decided to 
show me that he could ride to school with his eyes closed. 
He crashed into a light pole and banged his head pretty 
badly. We were halfway to school. It took him a good 10 
minutes to convince me to go to the school to get someone 
who could help. When we were relaying the story to our 
parents, my mom said ‘See? THAT’S why we say never to 
separate … so one of you can help the other if need be.’ Um 
… they’d never told us that last part! I made my brother 
agree to take blame if we got in trouble for separating. Now 
as an adult I can see why they instituted the rule, but I wish 
they’d have told us the full reasoning.”98 

99. “What Are Weird Things / Habits You Do / Have 
With Your Significant Other?” 

1) Falcon-Ace wrote: 

“Two things. If one of us is lying on the bed and the other 
comes into the room and sees, they’re obligated to smoosh 

 
98 Source: calathea, “What’s something silly you innocently did as a 
child, that is now funny to you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6ddx9l6>. 
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them with their body by lying spread out on top of them. It’s 
nonnegotiable. 

“The other is, if both of us are topless and nipples are out, 
we gotta go chest-to-chest and touch them together. Why? I 
don’t’ know. We did it once and it just became a thing. Lol.” 

Dreamwithmeasleep commented, “You need to name these 
actions to make it even more funny: ‘Nip kissing.’” 

2) EfficientInfluence wrote, “My Significant Other will 
expose his butt in bed, and I’ll enthusiastically jiggle his 
cheeks. It’s an invitation to cuddle.” 

3) wyug wrote, “We will continue the conversation while 
one of us uses the bathroom, door open, fully engaged.” 

4) HailTheCrimsonKing wrote, “We use weird made-up 
slang when speaking to our cats and we sorta 
anthropomorphize them and make up things they’d say.” 

wyug commented, “We pretend our cat has a LinkedIn 
profile. He was recently promoted from Senior Cat to 
Principal Cat.” 

5) ASockFullOfLentils wrote, “We call it ‘navel invasion’: 
If one partner is topless, the other sticks their finger in the 
exposed partner’s bellybutton and either exclaims “navel 
invasion” or makes a popping sound with their mouth. 
Sometimes instead of a normal kiss, we just ‘smush’ our lips 
together silently without opening them. If one of us is 
standing still for a long time, for example cooking or doing 
dishes, they will likely get enthusiastically (and 
affectionately) dry humped by the other. One of us 
obnoxiously gets the other’s attention, then point at our cat 
and proclaim ‘CAT.’ We also have something of our own 
language, with a lot of our own words for things. I often 
forget this is not normal, and we’ll get funny looks from my 
family. Sometimes, if we’re just chilling and have nothing 
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important to say but want to express affection or 
acknowledge the other from another room, one of us will 
make a loud slurping sound and the other will respond with 
the same. It’s our way of just saying, ‘Hey, I love you and 
appreciate your presence.’” 

6) castnostones00 wrote, “If we make eye contact from 
across a room, he’ll wiggle his eyebrows at me and I’ll give 
him a stupid look and kind of cross my eyes. I don’t 
remember why it started, but we’ve been doing it for years.” 

7) PoptsOnPotsOnPots wrote, “If one of us makes a noise 
like a cough or giggle from the other room, the other one will 
loudly ‘shhhh!’ them. Then we’ll both laugh and shush back 
and forth.”99 

100. “What Has Been The Most Romantic / Fun Date 
You’ve Done With A Partner?” 

1) mewijo wrote: 

“My Significant Other is more thoughtful than romantic; it 
still warms my heart. In the winter, if I left for work after he 
did, I would walk to my car and see that he’d scraped the ice 
off the windshield for me. 

“If I’m having a rough day, our kids will come up to me and 
give me hugs, and tell me something sweet. I know he puts 
them up to it.” 

2) famemob wrote, “My husband is an excellent gardener 
and grew me an orchid once and cut it for me when I was 
leaving for a trip. I brought it with me to where I was staying 
and it reminded me of him the whole trip. He also found out 

 
99 Source: drinkingbeerwithybf, “What are weird things/habits you 
do/have with your SO?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5beoczg>. 
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I like spaghetti squash and grew a bunch for me. And he 
bought me a red rose bush and a passionfruit plant when we 
were dating and I still have them, :) My wedding vows to 
him were all garden metaphors.” 

3) jecalgras wrote, “I casually mentioned I liked sourdough 
bread on a date once. And she brought me half a loaf the next 
time she saw me. I hadn’t been able to find a good bakery up 
until then. Just thought it was really sweet.” 

4) tenavexd wrote: 

“Background: This was with my high school sweetheart. It’s 
been six years since we’ve broken up, but I really do think 
there will be a part of me that will always be in love with 
him. Anyway, I was a senior and he was a freshman in 
college. We still lived in the same city, but because he was a 
violin performance major, we never got to see each other. I 
had a lot of trouble dealing with that. He was always 
practicing and practicing and practicing, and I felt he was 
pulling away. It’s hard to date someone in college when 
you’re not in college yet, even if you were really close in 
high school. 

“Event: He told me to skip school one day. I never did that 
kind of thing, but I missed him a lot, so I did. We went to a 
coffee shop and he kept telling me how special I am to him, 
how gentle and perfect I am. It hurt to hear in a way because 
of how distant we had gotten since school started. 

“We went to his place. There, he had a playlist going of all 
of ‘our’ songs. As we slow danced in the middle of his living 
room, he narrated what each song meant to him and our 
relationship. 

“Fast forward a few hours. He told me to meet him 
downstairs in the dorm lobby. He lived in a music dorm, so 
the lobby had a few Steinway performance grands. I play the 
piano, and lI ove to play ‘Clair de Lune.’ When I got 
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downstairs, I heard ‘Clair de Lune.’ His friend was on the 
keys. Another friend was on a cello, another friend hummed 
(he was an opera major). Then they transitioned into what 
my boyfriend called (My Name)’s Song. He wrote it and got 
all of his friends to perform his song for me. 

“I cried. And I still have the sheet music he gave me. That’s 
the only thing of him I haven’t burned. I still can’t do it.” 

5) koribe1585 wrote: 

“I was in a long-distance relationship; at the time I worked 
at a Rainforest Cafe that was in a mall. I was having a really 
bad day. I don’t even remember what about, but it was bad. 
I just remember wanting to be anywhere but there so I could 
cry. 

“Well, some person came in asking for me, which had me 
rather confused. I came up to them and they handed me a 
card. It was a love card with a long hand-written note inside 
it. I guess my boyfriend called the Hallmark store that was 
also in the mall, had them write a sweet note on the inside, 
and hand-deliver it to me. My day vastly improved.” 

6) farts_n_darts wrote: 

“I absolutely love animals. All kinds, big and small. I’m a 
huge nerd on this and mostly watch / rewatch nature 
documentaries, if I’m the only one watching the TV. 

“Imagine my delight when my boyfriend (now husband) got 
us special ‘behind the scenes’ tickets to interact with a 
warthog at our local zoo. It was awesome. We weren’t in the 
enclosure with her because they have razor-sharp tusks, but 
we got to feed her and give her plenty of scratches all while 
her keeper told us all about her species and her personal 
history. She also knew about 20 different commands. Her 
name was Eleanor, and we also got to meet her mom, 
Laverne. 
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“It might not be everyone’s cup of tea, but what made it 
romantic for me was how carefully he looked into this and 
found a tailored experience just for ME.” 

7) frankiethegiraff wrote: 

“My favourite date ever was with an ex. I had a monstrous 
day and he turned up with an incredible haircut that made 
him look amazing. I couldn’t stop staring the whole night. 

“We went to this little hole-in-the-wall restaurant and 
laughed so much and ate a LOT of food, and then we walked 
to a dessert place and sat at a playground until we had to go 
home. 

“We didn’t last as a couple, but that night was exactly what 
I needed at the time.” 

8) kabiccxdd wrote: 

“I had a seizure while having a shower. My husband heard 
me drop from another room and came to help me, and 
although I was unconscious he finished washing the 
conditioner out of my hair and then he carried me to the 
bedroom and brushed my hair while I was passed out so I 
wouldn’t wake up with knots. To re-read that, it sounds 
creepy, but I guess it really is one of those ‘you had to be 
there’ moments. Also, if you think that is creepy, I once peed 
my pants during a seizure and while I was passed out he 
washed me up. 

“TL;DR: I am always a hot mess after seizures and my 
husband washes me. Fuck, that sounds creepy.” 

JoeT17854 commented, “I think the husband status kinda 
removes all the creepiness from it and makes it sweet and 
loving.” 
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MuffytheBananaSlayer commented, “That’s not creepy at 
all: It is incredibly thoughtful and shows how much he cares. 
He’s totally a keeper.” 

9) Odin_Allfathir wrote: 

“That girl I met in Morocco. 

“I speak Icelandic, English, and a bit of other Germanic and 
Slavic languages. 

“She spoke Arabic, French, and a bit of other languages. 

“We laughed so hard at our attempts to try to understand 
each other. Ended up talking in a weird incomprehensive 
mix of Latin and Polish.” 

10) Booner999 wrote: 

“Most of our dates nowadays are ordering something 
completely stupid on Door Dash and eating while we watch 
a movie on TV, which quickly devolves into a farting contest 
to see who can run the other off quickest. I wouldn’t trade 
them for the world, though. :D 

“Our most fun, though, was taking a random weekday off 
and going to Dave and Buster’s. We got mid-day toasted and 
played stupid games for four hours straight!” 

11) malocaio wrote: 

“Ok, so I have been to quite a few romantic dates with my 
ex back when I was dating him. He was big on dates and 
would make it a point to celebrate our monthly anniversary 
by going on a nice date or doing something fun together. 

“So for our six-month anniversary, his childhood friends 
were in town, so I thought he would be busy and I should 
give him his space. But he still insisted on meeting me 
exactly at 12 in the night. He got me flowers and said a few 
sweet things and I was already charmed. The next day we 
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went out with his friends. He wanted me to come over to his 
place after that, but I insisted he spend time with his friends. 
So his brother decided to drop me home.  

“On the way his brother said that he [my now-ex] was feeling 
bad that he couldn’t spend time with me on our anniversary. 
I felt bad so I bought a lot of ice cream for my now-ex and 
his friends as a treat from me and gave it to his brother. His 
brother asked me to help him take it home as he had a bike 
and it would be difficult to carry it home. So I said, ‘I would 
drop it off,’ and then he can drop me back.  

“When we reached his house, it was dark and my ex was 
standing outside and told me there was no electricity and I 
should go wait inside. As I was going in, he carried me in his 
arms and took me to his room where he had lit candles and 
my favorite songs were playing. I was so happy I was in tears 
almost. He then went down on his knees and gave me a big 
bunch of flowers and a small chocolate, saying, ‘Sorry, there 
was no time to arrange for a nice gift.’ 

“It was such a sweet and romantic gesture and he was 
incredibly cute and attractive at that moment. We then 
danced together as I love dancing, had wine and enjoyed the 
rest of the evening together. That was possibly the best date 
I had. Still makes me smile. :)” 

12) Meleficent_Mink wrote: 

“It’s not the most romantic (but when you’ve been together 
for years, it’s important to reconnect) but my husband took 
Tuesday off from work so we could have a day together. I 
put our son on the school bus, and we had some quality us-
time. 

“We went to our favorite breakfast place, which we hadn’t 
been to in literal years. We used to be regulars at the 
breakfast place and the cook even remembered us when we 
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walked in even though it was probably five years since we 
had gone together. 

“We took back roads to an antiques store and drove through 
the area where his late dad used to live. 

“We took back roads home. 

“It was just such a nice day.” 

13) davidbrucethrowawayredditaccount wants everyone to 
know that this person loves you: 

<https://tinyurl.com/y8w5awjj>.100 

  

 
100 Source: 1_lp, “What has been the most romantic / fun date you’ve 
done with a partner?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 January 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4gz4krb>. 



 212 

APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have downloaded and 
adapted from the WWW. I will not make a dime from it. The use of this 
information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of 
a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for 
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching 
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made 
of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered 
shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 
of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 
copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 
copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair 
use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  

I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good deeds, and 
this book about Good Samaritans is a good way to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the editors want 
to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  
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Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit posts, and 
letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with correcting an obvious 
misspelling. 
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APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George’s Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 



 221 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

 


