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 Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What Was Your First Time Having Sex Like And 
Would You Have Done It Differently?” 

1) Piltdownton_Abbey wrote, “It was on the beach with a 
girl I really loved. We were both ready, and it was the first 
time for both of us. We were celebrating her birthday by 
having a an evening picnic on the beach. We were in a quiet 
part of the beach with nobody around, and it was really one 
of the best sexual experiences of my life. We broke up a 
couple years later, but we’ve kept in touch over the years. 
About 15 years after this, she told me she was glad it 
happened the way it did even though we didn’t stay together. 
I’d do it all the same if I had the chance.” 

2) PennyLane_87 wrote: 

“It was awkward, and not what I expected. It lasted all of two 
minutes, no foreplay. He kept his socks on and then 
immediately got up to play video games. He dumped me a 
week later (which happened to be a week before Christmas). 
This was after four years of friendship and a six-month 
relationship. 

“What would I change? The guy, of course.” 

PennyLane_87 added, “To add insult to injury, he dumped 
me over the phone. Gutless bastard.” 

3) Different_Image_8035 wrote, “Pretty great, but I 
would’ve worn a condom. It was silly not to; nothing 
happened, but it was an unnecessary risk.” 

4) Saradgf345 wrote, “It was like being poked internally, 
and I wondered what all the fuss is about. It was super 
painful and with someone I shouldn’t have been with, before 
I was ready. If I could do it again, I would have waited until 
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 I found someone I cared about more rather than being 
coerced.” 

Theothercword commented: 

“Sorry you had such a bad experience! Being coerced is not 
okay and is sometimes considered a form of rape. Though 
how you feel about it and whatever you consider it to be is 
up to you. 

“I’m a guy, but in my mid-30s and after having talked to a 
fair number of women about it, my understanding is it’ll get 
better. Your choice of partner is important, mostly because 
it’ll largely dictate your comfort level in the situation, which 
will hugely affect your enjoyment level. My wife when we 
had met hadn’t had an orgasm before, and she was with 
plenty of people and even an eight-year relationship. She 
didn’t with me right away either. We talked through a lot of 
it and what it took had little to do with the sex itself (though 
of course learning what feels good to each other is not only 
important but really fun, in my opinion). It took her feeling 
safe (past relationship was abusive) and comfortable with me 
to finally be in such a vulnerable state. 

“Anyway, that was a bit of an extreme example, but the point 
is really that it’s a lot about self-discovery and partner 
discovery. And don’t ever put up with anyone being a selfish 
lover, it’s not worth it and there are people out there who will 
want to give and not just receive. 

“EDIT: My first time was in freshman year of college with a 
friend. It was fine but didn’t feel amazing, pretty standard; 
she also said it was perfectly fine but definitely not rock your 
socks off, which I would have never expected. It wasn’t her 
first, for the record. My regret is that I didn’t think she 
wanted a relationship but later discovered she would have 
considered it with me. I’ve always been of the mind that you 
rarely knock it out of the park on the first try because people 
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 like such different things and I’ve always preferred 
relationships so you can learn about each other. So it was a 
bummer; I messed up an opportunity with her to go further 
and get closer.” 

5) alt-Green wrote: 

“I didn’t find it very pleasurable the first time, just kind of 
odd. It was really clumsy and weird since neither of us knew 
what to do. But the second time was much, much better. 

“I would change the amount of foreplay we did since it’s 
kind of an important step.” 

6) WasintNeBabe wrote, “Felt weird followed by ‘This isn’t 
like what I’ve seen in the movies.’” 

7) imaginationkween wrote: 

“Foreplay and Lube are SO necessary. 

“My first time hurt like a bitch, but it was with someone I 
love so that was good at least, :) Every subsequent time I’ve 
had sex, lube and foreplay has made it amazing! 

“But ladies, the rumor is true: It hurts real bad the first two 
or three times. But after those, it feels amazing!” 

8) tuorialadult wrote, “Couldn’t get it to stay in so we gave 
up. Tried again a few weeks later and it was all right, helped 
by a lot of laughing and a lubricated condom.” 

9) LoveAndDynamite wrote, “It was fine. I wasn’t nervous 
or anything like that. I just really wanted to go for it. I 
wouldn’t do it differently. It really was just … Fine. Not that 
remarkable but fine. I wish I could give you some disaster 
story or something, but the truth is it was just a normal sexual 
experience.” 

10) MisterValiant wrote: 
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 “She was my first real girlfriend. We saw each other during 
our freshman year of high school, and we were forced to 
break up when I moved halfway across the state. We sort of 
kept in touch by letter but that dropped off. A few years later 
I moved back to the same city but not the same school. By 
then I had a car, and even though she lived an hour away, I 
wanted to at least drop by and say ‘hi.’ I scared the shit out 
of her mom when I knocked on the door — I think she 
thought I would still be mad about the breakup? 

“Anyway, it turned out to be a lucky break, as they were 
about to move house. Whatever we had been, she was still a 
dear friend, so I volunteered to help. By the end of that, it 
was pretty clear that our feelings for each other had remained 
at something beyond ‘just friends.’ 

“She and I saw each other officially for a while after that; we 
had been moving towards The Event for some time, 
gradually building up for months. When the time came, I 
think we were both pretty ready. She was my first real 
girlfriend, and I loved her hard. She had a condom stashed 
away in a cheap hollowed-out paperback in her closet. It was 
red, for some reason (the condom, not the book; must have 
been some weird off-brand). 

“The actual act was a little awkward, of course, but only 
because neither of us had done it before, so we were still 
trying to figure things out. She was uncomfortable at first, 
until I learned how to redistribute my weight so she could 
breathe. If she was in a lot of pain, she never said. I was so 
damn nervous I didn’t actually orgasm properly; I felt like I 
had, but she said there wasn’t anything in the condom 
afterwards. But that was okay, I thought, because it had been 
an incredible experience, with a young woman whom I 
would have moved planets for. 

“She stopped returning my calls a little while after that. 
When I went to see her, she told me she wanted to break up. 
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 During this talk a guy showed up to pick her up for work 
whom I’d never met before. He went to hold her hand and 
she flicked it away, and I felt my heart snap. I turned to leave, 
she chased me to say how sorry she was, and that she was a 
bitch. I was forced to agree. 

“I wouldn’t have changed anything about that evening with 
her, though. For a brief moment in time. I was invincible, 
and I owned the entire goddamn world.” 

Note by David Bruce: Possibly the best answer to anyone 
wondering what his or her first time will be like is this: Your 
Mileage May Vary. The best advice is possibly Wait Until 
You’re Ready and Have Your First Time With Someone 
You Respect And Who Respects You. Feel free to substitute 
“Respect” with “Love” if you wish.1 

2. “What’s The Best ‘Porn Logic’ You Have Ever Seen?” 

1) GGayleGold wrote: 

“I saw one where a guy had metal teeth, like Jaws from 
James Bond. He ended up on some deserted island with a 
bunch of ‘Amazon’ women who all loved him — because 
his teeth could open canned goods. 

“Each sex scene started out with some girl bringing him a 
can of something to open. 

“At the end, he gets back to civilization, and there’s a woman 
trying to open a can and he’s like, "\’Let me help you with 
that.’ He looks at the camera and smiles, freeze frame, roll 
credits. 

 
1 Source: Saradfg, “What was the first time having sex like and would 
you have done it differently?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/lye5wu/what_was_the_
first_time_having_sex_like_and_would/ >. 
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 “Whoever directed that was too good for porn.” 

EsotericAbstractIdea requested, “Source, please.” 

GGayleGold answered, “I’d have to go to r/tipofmypenis for 
that … and I don’t even have a penis!” 

2) ZsaFreigh wrote, “Your fully grown adult step-sister will 
do literally anything as long as you don’t tell your parents 
that you walked in on her masturbating.” 

basicbiddy wrote, “She also gets stuck in washing machines 
a lot.” 

ImGCS3fromETOH commented, “To be fair, those things 
are very tricky to navigate. I remember when I was young 
we used to go around to all the second-hand stores and buy 
up all the cheap washing machines. You’d take them out into 
the woods near a hiking trail or a field full of colourful 
flowers and leave them over night. Come back the next 
morning and you’ve caught a half dozen stepsisters easily.” 

DontWaketheHambeast commented, “I saw one of those 
‘Help me, I’m stuck’ scenes where the actress had her hand 
‘stuck’ in the sink. A few minutes into the actions, she took 
her top off, which she did by pulling her hand out of the sink, 
pulling the shirt off over her head, and then putting her hand 
BACK IN THE SINK.” 

green9206 commented, “Hmm, this makes me wonder if she 
really was stuck.” 

3) Euphorik1 wrote, “The one where the dude needs to hide, 
so he just puts a lampshade on his head and stands there.” 

jopess commented, “Best moment in the entire porn 
industry.” 
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 4) BowiesCoolCanasta wrote, “Girl searches for ‘Louisiana 
trip’ and her phone obviously autocorrects it to ‘lesbian trib’ 
and her stepmom walks in on her right then.” 

H-lyThr0awayBatman commented: 

“Ok, but I’m a lesbian who has searched for ‘tribbing’ (for 
research) enough times that it got added to my dictionary. 
My phone actually does autocorrect random words to 
‘tribbing,’ and I’ve narrowly avoided accidentally sending a 
text with that word in it to my mom on multiple occasions. 
Caught it right before hitting send. 

“Edit: I know how to remove it from my dictionary, you 
guys. I do not require further advice on how to remove it. 
Lol.” 

Note by David Bruce: “Tribbing” is the lesbian scissors 
position and action. 

5) NaditzuKokoro wrote, “I saw a scene once where the guy 
asked the girl if she was going to join in for a three-way and 
her logic was ‘Sure, I’m on the cover [of the DVD] so I have 
to be in <however many scenes>.’” 

ComicLawyer commented, “Breaking the fourth wall!”2 

3. “What’s Your Favorite Romantic Memory?” 

1) queen-vegemite said, “When I had my first major 
emergency surgery and I woke up with my fiancée asleep on 
a chair holding a husky puppy toy he got me.” 

2) Ccinderellaaa wrote: 

 
2 Source: the-longshot-27, “What’s the best ‘porn logic’ you have ever 
seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/lycqqo/whats_the_best
_porn_logic_you_have_ever_seen/ >. 
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 “The first time I ever met my boyfriend. We met on Tinder, 
and we talked for a very long time. He lives about 2 hours, 
30 minutes away from me so we decided to meet up in the 
big city, Edmonton. Things went so, so well that we decided 
to stay the night together. We ended up getting the hotel for 
three nights. He was absolutely perfect, right off the get-go. 
He’s weird (like me!), sweet, funny, caring, and 
understanding. 

“The last morning we spent together at the hotel, we were 
playing music and hanging out naked in bed together. A song 
came on and we decided to sit up, face each other, and hug. 
It was the most magical and electric feeling I have ever had 
in my life. I knew that I loved him.” 

3) turquoise-nightmares wrote: 

“End of the first date with my partner, we’re standing by his 
car and he’s nervously chattering on about cars and finally 
goes, ‘I’m not really a car guy. I just don’t know what else 
to say!’ 

“I, not really knowing what else to say either, suggested that 
maybe it was time to say goodbye as it was getting late. 

“There was a moment where we just stood there looking at 
each other, and then he just opened his arms and I stepped 
into the hug. And I wasn’t a hugger until I met him. 

“We’re just standing there in the headlights on the sidewalk, 
nothing that special, and I just look up and find he’s looking 
down at me and our eyes met and time froze. Like, you could 
tell we both were going kiss … no kiss … kiss … no kiss …. 
And he just slowly melted while staring into my eyes. There 
was the spark — that Hallmark movie spark. Like, it was like 
the Heavens silenced all of time and space for that moment, 
because it was just us. 

“We did not kiss, I am going to state right now. 
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 “I later asked him (like six months later) what he had been 
thinking about in that moment and he told me that he wanted 
to kiss me, but he was also in awe of the spark and just 
wanted to live in the moment. 

“It’s my favorite because we both classify it as the moment 
where we knew that we had to be together — we had never 
had that spark with anyone else and it just felt like we’d 
completed some video game quest and the storyline was 
moving forward. 

“Honestly, I think I’d use Theory of a Deadman’s song “All 
or Nothing” to describe the feeling of it best.” 

4) Potential_Ant_4171 wrote: 

“The last woman I was ‘with’ (she refused to commit) was 
toxic and verbally abusive, so I broke up with her. 
Unfortunately, my timing was awful because after I ended 
things, she lost pretty much everything else — her friends, 
her home, her money. Someone even stole her bike, which 
was her only mode of transportation at the time. I felt so bad 
for her. 

“But even though all of that had happened to her and she was 
going through hell, she saw I was sick and laid down next to 
me and held my hand. [Question by David Bruce: Did this 
happen before the breakup?] I remember she even tickled 
me, and for a moment, I forgot I was feeling bad. 

“And I’m forever baffled that someone so sweet could also 
be so toxic and abusive. There was nothing fake or 
manipulative about her whatsoever. That’s just who she was: 
vicious but really kind under the surface. 

“I don’t think she ever intentionally meant to hurt me, and 
her holding my hand that day was the moment I realized 
that.” 
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 5) raptorsniper wrote:  

“Dead tie between two. 

“One was in 2009, when I was first dating my partner. We 
had dinner at his place, and cleaned up together afterwards 
with music on. ‘Drops of Jupiter’ by Train came on, and 
while it’s not the usual taste in music for either of us (I’m 
more Children of Bodom; he’s more Judas Priest), we ended 
up singing at the top of our lungs and dancing around the 
kitchen together. It was the first time either and both of us 
saw clearly that this person could be Our Person. 

“The second one was a couple of years ago — same partner, 
we’re still together. I had a rough day — work wasn’t great, 
and then I had to politely deal with his family afterwards. (I 
love them, don’t get me wrong, but there are a lot of them 
and they’re very loud and I disagree with some of them 
politically, so they can be A Lot for someone like me who 
needs a lot of her own space and time.) Once we got home, 
I went to have a shower, and then I re-emerged to find that 
he’d put a crackling-fire YouTube video on the TV, dimmed 
the lights, and got a blanket and a cup of hot chocolate for 
me, just so I could have a bit of lovely quiet, calm time. Little 
things — but they added up to make me feel so loved and 
cared for, and that meant so much to me.”3 

4. “People Who Got Married After Swearing They Never 
Would, What Changed Your Mind?” 

1) kor_hookmaster wrote: 

 
3 Source: bakedpotato-3012, “What’s your favorite romantic memory?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 6 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/lyuide/whats_your_fa
vorite_romantic_memory/ >. 
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 “I grew up in a family where both parents despised each 
other and used the kids as pawns in a game of manipulation. 
They wouldn’t divorce because they decided to stay together 
for the kids while keeping up appearances in their religious 
community. That’s what I figured marriage was because it 
was all I ever knew. 

“After dating my current wife for a while, I discovered that, 
holy shit, relationships aren’t just cold wars between bitter 
and resentful people, so maybe I should give this marriage 
thing a try. 

“Been married 14 years now. Zero regrets.” 

2) GreenAjah13 wrote: 

“I was with the wrong person when I said marriage didn’t 
matter. My husband is such a different person than my ex 
even though at the time I thought my ex was forever and 
marriage was unimportant. 

“But now … Do we always agree, have the same opinions, 
need each other, enjoy each other’s company? … No … But 
I honestly don’t want my life without him. It’s like when you 
meet the right person, there is just this understanding of self. 
It can’t be fully explained, but it feels better to be you with 
the support of another. You can let yourself relax because 
there is someone who is there to literally be you when you 
can’t be yourself. There are times when I am my husband for 
him, and he is me when I can’t be me. It’s fucking fantastic. 

“And it’s not like we had to get married to be like this, but 
there is something affirming about the physical / emotional 
act of being married that makes it feel different. Obviously, 
it’s not for everyone, but as someone who was firmly in the 
‘marriage isn’t for me’ court before this, I’m glad we got 
married for us and our families, but mostly for me.” 



 12 

 

 GreenAjah13 added, “There is something really comforting 
about someone knowing you just as well or even better than 
you know yourself. We both have our off days and just 
having someone there to pick up the pieces of you and know 
how they fit together is ridiculously validating.” 

3) SnakesCatsAndDogs wrote, “I realized my eight-year-old 
self’s dream of being single forever and having 16 cats was 
actually depressing.” 

4) hashbanger wrote, “Stupid-ass love. Divorced now.” 

5) Ladameauxdaffodiles wrote, “The man. I wasn’t looking, 
and I found the best one.” 

6) Russian_snowberrie wrote: 

“I realized that I had been exposed to the worst kinds of 
marriages growing up, which gave me those negative 
feelings associated with marriage. My significant other was 
also exposed disproportionately to these awful examples of 
marriages. We decided to work at being the opposite of the 
those couples who gave marriage a bad name. 

“We work at having: 

“More: love, laughter, support, fun, flirting, sex, 
compassion, understanding, compromise, commitment, 
passion, friendship, deep discussions, partnership, affection, 
security, respect, forgiveness, acceptance. 

“Less: arguing, misunderstanding, shutting down, 
withdrawing, provoking, hurting, confusion, struggling, 
rules, lying, reasons to forgive, disapproval. 

“No: fighting, violence, abuse, adultery, abusing trust, 
giving up on the relationship, hurting the other with intent 
to, acting as enemies, threatening divorce, abandonment, 
outlandish one-sided rules, lies larger than white lies, 
disrespect, struggling alone. 
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 “Building and maintaining a healthy, fulfilling marriage for 
14 years has changed my opinion on marriage because I now 
have new data to add to what I previously knew marriages to 
be. 

“That being said, anything could happen in the future, but 
I’m hopeful we will be one of those couples whom other 
couples look up to and think they want to be just as in love 
as we are fifty years down the road.”4 

5. “What Moment Made You Respect And Admire Your 
Mother (Or Some Other Feminine Figure) More Than 
You Expected?” 

1) Low-Focus-3879 wrote: 

“When I did the math and realized how much my braces cost. 

“When I was a kid, I had some next-level snaggletooth. 
People commented on it all the time. It bothered me to the 
point where I wouldn’t even open my mouth. I begged my 
parents to do something. My dad told me to stop being 
dramatic. As far as he was concerned, as long as I could 
chew, I was fine. 

“My mother never said anything. She just brought me to a 
dentist. There were a lot of procedures. I had like eight teeth 
removed, a pallet expander put in, and braces. In the end, my 
teeth came out perfect. When I was young, I always assumed 
my dad’s insurance covered it. 

“I went for a checkup a few years back with a dentist who 
also does cosmetic work. He actually said that there was 

 
4 Source: 3madu, “People who got married after swearing they never 
would. What changed your mind?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/lytna7/people_who_got
_married_after_swearing_they_never/ >. 
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 nothing he could do to improve on my smile and that clearly, 
someone had already invested a lot in it. 

“I got curious and asked my mom. Turns out, insurance only 
covered the anesthesia. (Thanks, USAmerican healthcare). 
“When my dad refused to do anything about my teeth, she 
took the initiative. She got a second job and a very high-
interest loan to cover all the dental work I needed. All in all, 
it cost her about $13,000 — and my dad never contributed a 
cent. It was all her. Keep in mind this was 1990s money. 
That 13k was like a year’s salary to her. 

“Every minute she worked, she worked for me because she 
knew my teeth made me feel ugly. Now that she’s old and 
needing care, there’s not a penny I won’t part with to make 
her happy. She lives with me. I hire a private nurse and cover 
all her treatments that insurance won’t. 

As for my dad, I take the same philosophy he always touted: 
‘If insurance doesn’t cover it, I guess you don’t need it.’ 

“My mom is what separates a good parent from someone 
putting in the bare minimum. She saw a problem I had and 
didn’t go, ‘That’s too expensive. Let her figure it out 
someday on her own.’ She sacrificed and suffered to give me 
confidence and she is the best person I know.” 

2) jjsq1wrote, “I recently learned my mom was mugged 
when I was young. Apparently, we were alone, and 
apparently, she managed to stay calm. She was prepared 
enough to have a decoy purse with a broken phone, a wallet 
with some money and old cards like gym memberships that 
had no information. The image of her, scared, and taking it 
slow enough so I wouldn’t cry, made me realize how lucky 
I was to have a mother like her.” 

3) navelbabel wrote: 

“I mean, a million. 
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 “This is a recent example:  

“I had always known my parents married young when my 
mom got pregnant at 19 and then moved to Alabama, where 
they had my sister, so he could fulfill his ROTC years. 
Logically, I know my dad was in basic training when my 
sister was born and was given a special release for the day to 
meet her. 

“What I didn’t put together until last year when I was 31 (!) 
was that that necessarily meant my mom had moved 
thousands of miles from all her family at six months 
pregnant with like $50 in her pocket, then lived entirely 
alone for the last three months of her pregnancy when my 
dad was at Basic, and then went to the hospital and gave birth 
alone, then went back to her apartment alone to raise her 
child alone, at least at first. 

“The idea of my little 20-year-old mom giving birth all alone 
in a strange place is heartbreaking, but it also makes me so 
proud of her.” 

4) wwcat89 wrote: 

“My grandmother. She worked as nurse at Sick Kids 
Hospital when she first came to Canada and worked in neo-
natal. She told me about one baby in particular who didn’t 
make it, but how she held him and tried to comfort him in 
his last moments. 

“It made me realize she probably had more stories like that 
and carried so much weight, but she still got up every day 
and went in trying to care and fight for every baby to make 
it.” 

5) sln5991 wrote, “My mom is pretty conservative in her 
views and beliefs. A few years ago I was having some 
unexplained prolonged bleeding unrelated to my period. It 
turned out I was pregnant. I was completely devastated (I’m 
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 child free) and shocked. She could not have been more 
supportive and even told me she would help me find 
resources to get an abortion. In the end I was already 
miscarrying, hence the bleeding, but my relationship is 10x 
stronger with her since then.”5 

6. “What’s Your Bravest Story Of Asking Someone 
Out?”  

1) No-Prize8076 wrote, “I had a crush on a local football 
player. Let’s call him John as that was his name. Lol. When 
I was 16 (female), I was just head over heels for him. He was 
24 and seemed like such a grown man! He had these thick 
leg muscles I loved. I travelled around, following the team 
to all the games, and would hang around after trainings to 
see if I could spot him. He knew I was a fan and was super 
sweet to me, always saying ‘hey, you’ or even giving me side 
hugs when he would greet me, you know the kind of things 
teenage girls latch onto. Eventually I was turning 18 and was 
hitting the town with my girls, and I wanted no one else to 
be on my arm but John. I had never even had a boyfriend 
before! So one night after a game, I waited for him to be 
leaving and pulled him aside. To this day I don’t know where 
I got the courage from! I said, ‘Hey, it’s my birthday. I’m 
turning 18, and I was thinking if you didn’t have anything 
else going on maybe you might want to come grab a drink 
or something with me.’ He laughed out loud and grabbed me 
in a big bear hug. He said that he was honored and flattered, 
but that he had a girlfriend and he wouldn’t be able to make 
it. But thank you so, so much for asking and you’re amazing 
and I’m sorry…. I was let down. I felt a bit devastated and 

 
5 Source: jjsq1, “What moment made you respect and admire your 
mother (or some other feminine figure) more than you expected?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 6 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/lyvbsg/what_moment
_made_you_respect_and_admire_your/ >. 
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 embarrassed, but I also was happy I did it and felt like I was 
already a woman — look at me asking people out on dates! 
Lol.” 

slythergin23 commented, “Everything about this situation 
was so well handled! It’s great!” 

2) zyrensong wrote: 

“This might be silly, but oh, well. 

“It was like three years ago, the week of Valentine’s Day, 
and there was this girl from Creative Writing whom I wanted 
to ask out. She was super cute and our senses of humour just 
clicked so well together, and we had great chemistry in 
general. 

“Except this would be my shy ass’ first time asking a girl out 
and I was terrified. Literally I had no idea how to even bring 
it up. 

“Until I drove my brother to one of his basketball practices, 
and I saw that school had a little ‘Buy a Crush for your crush’ 
thing going on, and it was so dorky I knew she’d love it. 

“So I bought one at our college (it was after school hours at 
the high school so I couldn’t get one from them) and found 
her in the library. 

“‘So I have something for you ….’” 

Note by David Bruce: Crush is a brand of soft drinks. E.g. 
Orange Crush.” 

3) Ancient_Werewolf_515 wrote: 

“Oh, god. I liked a friend of mine for ages and we always 
hung out, just the two of us. After a year, it became clear he 
was never going to say anything (but lots of subtle hints) so 
I just sent him a text telling him I liked him. Long story short, 
he was keen and we went on a couple of dates. 
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 “Didn’t work out in the end but … looking back … given 
that I knew he had some feelings, I could have thought of a 
way smoother way to get stuff going than a text message. 
I’m a fairly awkward person, as evident from that story.” 

4) R3dIsMyFav wrote: 

“I’ve always been an advocate for girls asking out guys 
because it gives us more control. I’ve asked out almost every 
guy I’ve gone on a date with. 

“The first time I asked out a girl, I was nervous and sweaty 
and afraid of what my friends and family might say — 
absolutely no one in my life knew I liked girls, too, so it was 
a big step for me. I was pretty sure she liked me and I knew 
I liked her, so it was one of the most sure-things I’ve ever 
dealt with, and I don’t think I’ve ever been more nervous in 
my life. I’m glad I did and didn’t let other people’s opinions 
control my behavior, but it required a bit of bravery.” 

5) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“I don’t consider it brave. I just do it. The boldest I’ve been 
was maybe 20 years ago. I was in a club with my friends, 
dancing, and noticed this guy dancing next to us. We made 
eye contact and smiled at each other, and he winked. 

“They were all wearing jeans, black shirts and pink ties (later 
found out they were on a stag [stag party? stag night out?]). 
I walked straight over to him, grabbed his tie, and started 
kissing him. My friend came over and asked if I wanted a 
drink so I went off with her and left him hanging. 

“An hour later, he came running up and said, ‘I’ve been 
looking for you for an hour. Can I have your number?’ We 
swapped numbers, got more drinks, danced some more, 
kissed some more. We went on a date the following night 
and ended up being together for four years.” 
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 6) innerpce wrote, “In my college library, a cute dude kept 
giving me eyes from across the room. I’m incredibly shy but 
after like 30 minutes of hyping myself up … I wrote my 
name and phone number and a ‘text me’ on a Post-it and 
stuck it down on the table next to him on my way out.”6 

7. “What Small Decision You Made Unexpectedly Had A 
Significant Impact On Your Life?” 

1) turquoise-nightmares wrote: 

“I could not sleep for several nights in a row to the point 
where I was contemplating taking a couple of sick days in 
order to catch up on the sleep I was missing. I still don’t 
know what was keeping me up, but I know that I was 
exhausted. 

“On one of those nights I got super, super bored just lying 
there counting sheep and trying to will myself to sleep and 
no number of music or podcasts was helping, so I decided on 
a whim to open one of the dating apps I was on and just start 
swiping. I didn’t think to myself, ‘Well, maybe I’ll discover 
my soulmate tonight while sleepily swiping through.’ 
Honestly I still can’t explain why I thought logging onto the 
app right then sounded like a good idea, but it definitely 
changed my life. 

“I encountered this one profile of a guy who seemed so 
down-to-earth and sweet and something about his smile just 
seemed so sweet and safe that I figured, ‘Why not?’ and 
swiped right. 

 
6 Source: CircleBox2, “What’s your bravest story of asking someone 
out?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/lyuwip/whats_your_b
ravest_story_of_asking_someone_out/ >. 
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 “Not long after that, I passed out and woke up to my phone 
still in my hand, 

“I went about my day not looking at the app, just focusing 
on trying to stay awake, got home, and finally opened the 
app to find the guy with the sweet smile had matched back 
with me. I was really surprised because I thought he was just 
one of those fake filler accounts, to be honest. And I was 
tired enough that I needed my mom’s help crafting a witty 
first message to him, but I was curious to see who he was. 

“He’s my everything, and over a year later I am so, so 
grateful that I couldn’t sleep that night.” 

2) CosmicConfusion94 wrote: 

“Celibacy. I wasn’t planned or anything, but I was sleeping 
with a guy I barely liked and he whispered in my ear, ‘Can’t 
you see yourself doing this forever?’ after sex and I 
immediately thought, ‘No. I don’t even know why I’m doing 
it now. I don’t even really like you. Why am I always 
entertaining guys I don’t really like?’ And from there I just 
stopped having sex for about a year. It was honestly the best 
year of my adult life. 

“I loved on myself for a year so I finally got the confidence 
and self-esteem to break things off with men I wasn’t 
interested in for whatever reason or to say no to men I knew 
from the start I didn’t like. Before then I would feel bad if I 
didn’t give them a chance or I would have sex with ones I 
barely liked, hoping it would make me like them more (it 
didn’t). 

“I ended up with a list of 32 things I was looking for in a 
Significant Other, some deep love of spending time with 
myself, and then I met my current boyfriend. He had also did 
a two-year stint of celibacy and so the beginning stages of 
our relationship (about six months) was effortlessly sexless 
until I decided I liked him in my space more than I liked 
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 being alone and wanted to be physically involved. We’re in 
our second year and every day I love him more than I did the 
days prior. And I love that celibacy helped me love myself 
so much that I would be only with someone who loved me 
just as well or better.” 

3) kryptonsdaughter wrote, “I had planned with a friend to 
see this metal band that we were into, and a month before the 
show, I learned that my friend couldn’t make it. I decided on 
a whim to list the tickets for sale on a Facebook heavy metal 
group. The person who bought them is now my husband.” 

4) Semiramis6 wrote: 

“I was visiting a friend in a small town. We were planning 
on going to one bar, changed plans at the last minute, and 
went to a different bar. I met my now-husband at that second 
bar. To add to the serendipity, my now-husband was 
originally at a house party and made a last-second decision 
to go to the bar we met at. He was also visiting his friends in 
this small town … so to sum it up, my husband and I met in 
a town neither of us lived in and at a bar neither of us were 
planning on going to. 

“If that night had gone just a little differently for either of us, 
my life would be so different. My husband and I have a son 
and have built a wonderful life, and it rocks my brain to think 
it was so close to not happening.” 

5) Huhandwhy wrote, “A friend invited me to a new club. 
I’d had a really big day at work and said I was too tired but 
then something just made me feel like I wanted to go. I went 
to the club and my friend wasn’t there — so I figured I would 
have one drink and then go. I started talking to a group of 
people — they ended up being really good friends and 
through them I met my current best friends and my life 
partner a few months later. That was 20 years ago!” 
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 6) irytek wrote, “I decided to become friends with a guy in 
school because he seemed to be cool and hot and an outsider 
like me. Then I became friends with his girlfriend. After they 
broke up, I also became friends with her new boyfriend. And 
when they broke up, I got with the ex-boyfriend and we’ve 
been four years together.”7 

8. “What Is That One Thing Your Parents Taught You 
That Later Turned To Be Totally Wrong?” 

1) Special_Possible wrote, “They’re jealous of you.” 

Eleventhousand commented, “I feel like the correct sentence 
should be ‘Some people are just assholes.’” 

loljetfuel wrote: 

“I do this with my kids, and it really does help. Someone 
being mean to you? 

• Could it be that you misunderstand them? 

• If not, do they have a good point but just 
communicate it badly? 

• If not, are they just having a bad day? 

• If not, well, some people are assholes and that’s not 
a problem you can fix.” 

ImmunocompromisedAle commented: 

“I have never seen relief on a kid’s face like when my 
daughter was having an epic (to teenagers) friend group 
upheaval and I said, ‘Well, honestly _____ has been an 

 
7 Source: Ariacle, “What small decision you made unexpectedly had a 
significant impact on your life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 7 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/lzl4wz/what_small_d
ecision_you_made_unexpectedly_had_a/ >. 
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 arsehole since she was four, so I am not sure how else we 
should expect her to behave.’ 

“Arseholes are gonna arse. It is an important life lesson.” 

lolojetfuel responded: 

“Same. My kids aren’t teens yet, but they get back to OK so 
much faster when they vent about someone being shitty and 
one of us parents is able to say, ‘Well, I’m sorry he was an 
asshole; that sucks.’ 

“The relief when they remember it isn’t their fault is 
palpable.” 

ImmunocompromisedAle replied, “I think it is like when 
you want to vent over something you have no control, your 
favorite person will be the one who says, ‘Want advice, or 
do you just want me to nod my head and say, What a shit?’” 

2) emilyyy712 wrote, “That I would get pregnant as soon as 
I had sex. Told me that as a teenager, so I was terrified I’d 
get pregnant every time I interacted with a penis. Now (a 
decade later), I’m married and have been actually trying and 
it turns it out it’s not as easy as they made it sound.” 

GGayleGold commented: 

“It seems like desire to conceive negatively impacts the 
chance of conception up to absolutely eliminating it. It’s 
unfair to everyone — those who want children, those who 
don’t, and those who do but aren’t ready. 

“Becky just drives past an evening softball league game and 
conceives twins, while Jane has sex 14 hours a day, uses 
fertility tracker apps and color-coded calendars, takes 
vitamins and supplements, and does everything but give 
each individual sperm a physical map to the egg and can’t 
get pregnant after two years. 
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 “I’m making jokes, but that does really hurt. You start to 
think there’s something ‘wrong’ with you or that you’re ‘less 
of a woman.’ Having a doctor confirm that everything is in 
perfect working order just makes it worse.” 

emilyyy712 commented: 

“These made me laugh. I’ve heard the ‘my husband just 
looks at me and I get pregnant!’ so many times. Can’t stand 
when people say that to me. I know people are just trying to 
make me feel better, but I don’t think they realize that their 
‘advice’ usually makes it worse! 

“Plus, I agree that it seems the more you want it, the harder 
it is to conceive. And then the more you can’t, the more you 
stress about it, and the cycle continues. 

“I’m still holding out hope, though!” 

LabGirlworld commented, “When my friend was trying to 
get pregnant, she was getting really frustrated and emotional. 
One day, she was talking to her doctor about it, and the 
doctor said, ‘Well, you’re not going to get pregnant the first 
time you try. That happens only to teenagers in cars.’” 

3) Sandpaper_Pants wrote, “(Slightly off-topic.) The 
grandfather of one of my friends told him that giraffes have 
long necks to reach over the zoo wall to eat children.”8 

9. “What Do Girls Want Guys To Say During Sex?” 

1) almeed72 wrote: 

 
8 Source: nousername1982, “What is that one thing your parents taught 
you, that later turned to be totally wrong?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/lznwq2/what_is_that_o
ne_thing_your_parents_taught_you/ >. 
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 “Once, I let my boyfriend just play with my boobs for as long 
as he liked. I was surprised how long he wanted to just lie 
there and play with them — maybe 45 minutes? It was so 
sweet and funny when he said, totally serious, ‘This is like a 
dream come true.’ I’ll always remember that. 

“But hey, nothing wrong with ‘You’re so hot’ or ‘You feel 
so good.’” 

agingergiraffe commented, “Yeah, compliments are nice. 
I’ve had guys tell me I have really soft skin. And telling me 
I’m hot and I feel good. Moaning is nice, too.” 

2) Mochmant wrote, “You don’t need to say anything, just 
express that she’s making you feel good. It isn’t weird for 
guys to moan; in fact, for many women it’s a huge turn-on. 
I personally like it when my partner moans ‘fuck’ or ‘oh, my 
god,’ etc., because I enjoy pleasuring him. Any kind of 
positive feedback is great.” 

a57782 commented in regards to “Any kind of positive 
feedback is great”: 

“My compliments to the proprietor of this fine vagina. I 
found its accommodations warm and most inviting. My stay 
was pleasurable, to say the least, and, if permitted, would 
very much like to visit frequently. 

“Regards, Sir Richard.” 

v1sibleninja commented, “You might be onto something. I 
just read this aloud to my girlfriend, and she said that would 
pretty much guarantee there’d be a second time.” 

3) Hardcore_EHS wrote, “I made you the sole beneficiary of 
my life insurance in case you fuck me to death.” 

4) AnonymousDifficulty wrote, “It depends entirely on the 
relationship. But in general, we don’t want you to be a silent 
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 jackhammering machine. We want noise, too — moans or 
cussing, etc.” 

5) Chameleon777 wrote, “You know those sounds you like 
to hear from your girlfriend when you’re doing a good job? 
The male version of those noises works for her.” 

6) Nikkomus commented, “I’m not typically into talking 
during sex (me or my partner) but I once had a dude tell me 
I was a goddess while I was on top of him. Instant confidence 
boost, felt 10,000% sexier.” 

7) -acidlean- wrote: 

“Nothing particular. I just want to know if my partner is 
really enjoying that. I absolutely hate it when men are so 
silent during sex that I can even barely hear their breathing. 
Moaning is super-hot. Doesn’t have to be super loud porn 
moaning, but some ohs, ahs, and mmhms are strongly 
appreciated. And obviously I want him to tell me if he is 
uncomfortable / in pain / cold / I am bending his dick to a 
wrong direction too much / he wants to change the position. 

“Some compliments are also good, but it’s super important 
to make your girl feel SPECIAL so AVOID saying things 
like ‘I love how girls bite their lip like that — it’s so sexy.’ 
Instead, say, ‘I love how YOU bite your lip like that.’ And 
typical stuff like ‘You’re so hot’ is totally okay.”9 

 
9 Source: whambamshangalan, “What do girls want guys to say during 
sex?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m04kcs/what_do_girls
_want_guys_to_say_during_sex/ >. 
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 10. “If You Had To Describe Your Sex Life Using Just A 
Star Wars Quote, What Would It Be?” 

1) EXOEVO-2 wrote, “Myself, the boy, two droids, and no 
questions asked.” 

BooksAndStarsLOver commented, “This is … concerning.” 

IAmBadAtInternet commented, “I’ve got a bad feeling about 
this.” 

Estarlet commented, “Something’s wrong. I can feel it.” 

2) Pajama-Link wrote, “Judge me by my size, do you?” 

Duel_Loser commented, “And not short enough it was.” 

PotentialRegister commented, “Yes. Yes, I do, you wrinkled 
little Muppet.” 

3) SgrimpMonster wrote, “You came in that thing? You’re 
braver than I thought.” 

4) Nnyletak27 wrote, “A long time ago in a galaxy far, far 
away.” 

5) saintwall wrote, “Dissen gonna be bery messy! Me no 
watchin!” 

6) Billy-Binkle, “I want more. And I know I shouldn’t.” 

7) usernamenotallocated wrote, “I do believe they think I am 
some sort of god.” 

8) Draezin wrote, “You’ve never seen a more wretched hive 
of scum and villainy.”10 

 
10 Source: Constant_Plastic, “If you had to describe your sex life using 
just a Star Wars quote, what would it be?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 March 
2021 < 
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 11. “What Did Your First Intimate Experience Mean To 
You Emotionally?” 

The Original Posted added, “Was it significant? How did 
relationship with the partner go? How much of a feeling did 
you put in it? I wonder only about the emotional part of it.” 

1) RoutineMaterials wrote, “It was with a guy whom I dated 
for only three months. The physical experience wasn’t great, 
but I knew him well enough to trust him, and to know that if 
I stopped, he’d back off with no questions asked. Even 
though he wasn’t the right ‘forever’ person, he was the 
person I needed then. So ultimately, it didn’t have a lot of 
emotional significance. I was just glad I picked someone 
who respected me and my body.” 

2) MirandaDeNova wrote, “It didn’t really mean anything 
emotionally. It was with someone I was casually dating and 
it was fun. I don’t really buy into that ‘your first time should 
be special’ nonsense. I mean, good for you if it is, but it’s 
just sex.” 

3) KombuchaEnema wrote: 

“It meant a lot to me. I always viewed sex as something 
special and intimate and chose to wait until I knew I was in 
love. I’ve always been really reserved with my body, so I 
knew that it would be a big moment for me when I had sex 
for the first time. 

“For me losing my virginity was wonderful. It was intimate. 
It was the first time I ever trusted and loved someone enough 
to be that physically close. I felt nervous, but we took care 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m0z283/if_you_had_to
_describe_your_sex_life_using_just_a/ >. 
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 of each other and that made me trust him and bond with him 
even more. 

“We are still together five years later.” 

4) Aggravating-Turn9320 wrote, “It was with a Friend With 
Benefits. Bad idea to get into a Friend With Benefits 
relationship when you’re a virgin, but I had this really naïve 
thought that he would change his mind and want to date me. 
It was emotional for me in the sense that I caught feelings 
for him, but he didn’t, and he broke things off three months 
later. The sex was really bad, too. I don’t really regret it, 
though. I wanted to try it at the time, so yeah.” 

5) EfficientInfluence wrote: 

“I felt quite pressured and like I had to fulfill some sort of 
sex goddess expectation due to our prior vigorous sexting. 
As a result I was quite tense throughout. He was careful, but 
not very loving, and it made it feel like a sexual performance 
rather than an intimate act. 

“It’s how I would describe that relationship as well. Back 
then I didn’t know that sex is not supposed to be that 
awkward.” 

6) CatrionaShadowlead wrote, “I have trouble illustrating in 
words how negative my experience was emotionally.” 

7) girl2021_ wrote, “My first boyfriend and I never had PIV 
[Penis In Vagina] sex, but I would consider our time together 
to have been my first intimate experience. It was fun, 
exciting, and youthful. It was also a huge learning 
experience when it came to human nature, values, and 
relationships. He was in love with me, and I wanted to love 
him but was never able to. We were teenagers at the time and 
circumstances played out such that we now haven’t spoken 
in years.” 



 30 

 

 8) Narwen189 wrote: 

“It was significant to us. We were two kids crazy in love. We 
also had previous issues with intimacy, one emotional, the 
other physical. 

“It was a big deal because it went to show how much we 
trusted each other. It was sweet. 

“We had been together for six months, friends for maybe 
five more before that. Dated for just over three years. Still 
friends now, over a decade later.” 

9) tc88 wrote, “It wasn’t at all emotional, just a fun 
experience with someone I didn’t know that well and it 
turned into a Friends-With-Benefits kind of relationship. We 
were good friends for a few years.” 

10) Necromelody wrote, “It was significant in that it was 
awful and I wish I could take it back.” 

11) walkirbck wrote: 

“I liked him a lot; he was my first serious boyfriend. He had 
told me that he loved me so I said it back but I didn’t really 
think I meant it, even at the time. 

“I guess it felt emotionally significant, I can’t really 
remember. It was mostly just fun, and he thought it was a 
bigger deal than I did.” 

12) nyk0l3tt3 wrote, “Mine wasn’t emotional at all. One-
night stand with someone I had a mutual friend with. It was 
really fucking good and honestly the best experience I 
could’ve hoped for. The guy was super sweet, and now he’s 
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 happily married to someone else! So much better than some 
of my subsequent experiences, actually.”11 

12. “People Who Lost Their Virginity To Another 
Virgin, What Issues, If Any, Did The Lack Of Experience 
By Both Parties Cause?” 

1) MaddMaxxChief117 wrote, “She told me that it was 
terrible and she was expecting better because she watched a 
lot of porn. Then she ignored me for a year, decided to give 
it another go, told me I was terrible again, and started dating 
my childhood friend.” 

2) lynivvinyl wrote, “We were working in a tight window. 
Two seconds in, her mom caught us. Her mom was a bit 
scary, a tall Norwegian with guns over the fireplace. In my 
mind I was about to get shot, or worse. Got my clothes on 
and went to leave and she blocked me. Her mom said, ‘I 
know it takes two to tango, but did you wear a condom?’ I 
said, ‘Yes, ma’am, and I’m still wearing it now.’” 

3) DrZenithWhy wrote, “I wasn’t aware that cramps could 
happen during sex. She thought I was moaning in pleasure 
but I was moaning in pain due to my hamstrings cramping 
up.” 

4) notagoodboye wrote: 

“We were good friends, so while it was pretty ridiculous, we 
both thought it was funny. 

“She was pretty nervous, so like, all muscles tensed. 
All muscles. Basically, that made it hard, and painful. 

 
11 Source: Linorelai, “What did your first intimate experience meant to 
you emotionally?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m15ynj/what_did_yo
ur_first_intimate_experience_meant_to/>. 



 32 

 

 “I was freaking out because I wanted to do it right (despite 
having no idea what I was doing). But hard and painful for 
her made me worried and … uh … soft. 

“We’d get going, and then it’d get painful and I wouldn’t be 
able to continue. The third time, when we got to the point, 
she yelled, ‘JUST SHOVE IT IN!’ 

“This was extraordinarily out of character. So I said, 
‘WHAT THE FUCK!’ 

“And then we both got the giggles. After that it was easier.” 

5) Equal-Independence-1 wrote, “I came in about 10 
seconds. She was disappointed. In my defense, I didn’t know 
pussy felt so good.” 

6) Grigiomod086 wrote, “Not many issues. Thank decent 
sex education and women’s magazines. We knew that the 
first time might hurt, so we took it slow. We understood that 
most girls don’t orgasm during intercourse, so we figured 
out, awkwardly but entertainingly, what did. We set 
boundaries: ‘No means no.’ She watched in wonder how my 
penis went hard, I watched in wonder how her vagina got 
wet. Being close was fantastic, slowly shifting borders even 
more so. But if you expect to climb on top of someone else 
at the first try and expect everything to magically resolve 
itself, you are going to have a hard time. When we first, for 
lack of a better word, fucked, it was great, but we had built 
up to it for weeks.” 

7) MultigrainTruth wrote, “There were no issues 
whatsoever. Everything worked out perfectly like we had 
been doing it forever. I think it was the fact that we knew 
each other for quite a while and were good friends first so 
having sex for the first time felt very natural and comfortable 
for us both.” 
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 MultigrainTruth added, “We were dating as a couple before 
the sex. The background to our relationship was that we 
knew each other for a while and were friends before dating.” 

8) The_Dutchyness wrote: 

“Well, not my first first time but my first time with another 
girl. (I am a female.) We both didn’t really know how to 
enjoy the occasion as we were both used to being with guys. 
It was quite awkward and it became clear fast that neither of 
us knew our own body and what we enjoyed. We both 
thought neither of us could finish, but we were WRONG. 
Both of us were so used to pleasure guys but neglected 
ourselves a lot during intercourse. 

“It was awkward and funny. But after a while we just went 
with it. And it became great as we were both so focused on 
each other. Just trial and error until we found the right 
buttons. 

“The times after that were even better as we got to know each 
other and our own bodies better.” 

9) ronsinblush wrote, “We were in deep ‘puppy love,’ like, 
signing [singing? sighing?] around the house, talk for hours 
with my feet up the wall, love. We were both 14 and he knew 
more than I did since he’d seen some porn and his older 
brother gave him some tips, so I thought it was great. He 
came (it took me like another decade before I figured out 
what I needed to cum), I couldn’t believe how good dick felt 
after the initial pain of virginity loss went away. I 
immediately wanted to do it again and am still a horny little 
thing at 42.”12 

 
12 Source: moneybot13, “People that lost their virginity to another 
virgin, what issues if any did the lack of experience by both parties 
cause?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 March 2021 < 
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 13. “Women Of Reddit, What’s The Weirdest Thing You 
Saw A Women Carry In Her Bag / Purse ?” 

Bakemydaybaby wrote, “I was taking the subway home kind 
of late one night, and this guy kept standing over this older 
lady harassing her. He grabbed at the shoulder strap of her 
bag, she turned sideways a little, then turns back with a knife. 
But not some little folding knife, but an 8” straight blade 
kitchen knife. She stared him dead in the face with the blade 
tip at his crotch. He just backed up and got off at the next 
stop. Don’t fuck with older Spanish ladies.”13 

14. “What Are Some ‘Girl Secrets’ Guys Don’t Know 
About?” 

1) hyperandchill wrote, “Foreplay. Lack of it, barring certain 
times, is a turn-off. Don’t just ram it in.” 

harlotScarlett commented, “Not only a turn-off, but it hurts! 
At least for me.” 

Justforfun_x commented, “I’m a guy, and it boggles my 
mind that anyone would ever just ram it in. Do you not want 
to take the time to enjoy your partner?” 

CiderDrinker commented: 

“Like everything sex-related, it depends and ‘your mileage 
may vary’ (as car adverts used to say). 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m1cu6p/people_that_lo
st_their_virginity_to_another/ >. 
13 Source: nevamind3321, “Women of Reddit, What’s the weirdest 
thing you saw a women carry in her bag / purse ?” Reddit. AskWomen. 
9 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m13uzg/women_of_r
eddit_whats_the_weirdest_thing_you_saw/ >. 



 35 

 

 “If my wife’s turned on and wants a ‘quickie,’ she gets 
annoyed by foreplay and just wants me to ‘stick it in.’ If I try 
foreplay in those circumstances, it is a mood-killer, not a 
mood-maker. But that’s like two times out of 10. 

“The only reliable basic rule of online sex advice is ‘You 
have to communicate, listen, and read the situation.’” 

MonThenYaSpeccyCunt commented, “What people 
consider as enough foreplay can vary a lot, though, like some 
guys think five to 10 minutes is plenty of time, but a lot of 
girls need way more than that.” 

BuffelBek commented: 

“It depends on whether your partner wants to be enjoyed in 
that moment. 

“Sometimes my ex just wanted me to grab the lube and go 
right in; other times she wanted me to take my time and build 
up to it.” 

Lizamayrenee commented, “Foreplay isn’t always physical, 
either. I like a little mental and emotional foreplay as well. It 
all starts there for me.” 

2) likenaga wrote, “The acid from our vaginas bleaches our 
underwear.” 

DrGiggleFr1tz commented: 

“I’ll be honest, I’m a guy and the first time I ever saw this I 
thought. ‘Huh, must have spilled bleach on it.’ 

“It wasn’t until I stumbled across some sort of fact thing on 
the internet that I learned about this.” 

highoneypie commented, “That’s how I learned about it, too! 
I was too embarrassed to bring it up with my mum and ended 
up having this whole ‘phase’ where I’d insist on doing my 
own laundry just so I could cover it up.” 
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 Eastern-Gas2385 joked, “Ok, next time I will rub baking 
soda on my dick before the event.” 

randford_r responded, “I don’t think that’s the explosion 
she’s wanting, bud.” 

uberman35 joked, “Then what’s the point of having sex if 
my girlfriend’s vagina doesn’t explode like a fourth-grade 
science fair project?” 

3) AmyHWilliams wrote, “Drunk girls in the bathroom are 
the nicest girls in the world.” 

llamaesunquadrupedo commented, “What do you need? 
Tampon? Lip gloss? Bobby pin? We got you, baby girl.” 

GoDentist commented: 

“I went to a girls toilets once during a rock gig because I 
really needed to go and ours had a queue (a queue outside 
the men’s? I know, I was shocked, too). I covered my eyes 
and walked in bravely saying, ‘Sorry, I gotta go and the 
men’s are full,’ and I was chaperoned to a cubical. 

“You find the nicest people at rock gigs. They’ll knock you 
to the floor and spill beer on you, but they’ll pick you up and 
make sure you’re all good before knocking on.” 

4) LRB43 wrote, “In the shower as we are shaving, we 
decide whether or not we want to sleep with you that night.” 

QueenDiva9 commented, “My partner has always 
maintained that if you ever met a woman on a night out and 
her armpits and legs are shaved, chances are she’s thought 
seriously about hooking up with someone that night.” 
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 albatroopa joked, “Similar thing for guys: If you ever meet a 
guy on a night out, he’s seriously thought about hooking up 
with someone that night.”14 

15. “What’s The Greatest Thing You’ve Ever 
Accomplished In Life?” 

SocialQof0 wrote: 

“Not having kids. Seriously, not trying to throw shade. I’m 
nearly 40 now and people still ask things like, ‘Don’t you 
regret it?’ or occasionally accuse me of being ‘bitter.’ And it 
is dumbfounding to me. My answer is generally ‘Why would 
I regret / be mad about something I had to work so hard for?’ 
In a country that tries not to teach kids about sex ed, that 
makes it hard to get birth control in a myriad of ways, where 
health care is expensive, and abortions aren’t always legal or 
easy to get, with a mom who freaked out when I told her I 
wanted to get on birth control because I didn’t want to end 
up a teen mom like two of the other girls in my family, and 
ultimately having to work it all out myself from a young 
age…. That achievement is why I have a life that I feel is a 
really good life today. 

“I have several friends and family members who’ve had 
accidents as teens and even at my age now. It seriously 
requires vigilance and some determination for literal 
decades.”15 

 
14 Source: Prestigious-Bonus-54, “What are some ‘girl secrets’ guys 
don’t know about?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m2llpi/what_are_some
_girl_secrets_guys_dont_know_about/ >. 
15 Source: sarahdiscovery, “What’s the greatest thing you’ve ever 
accomplished in life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 11 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m367bs/whats_the_gr
eatest_thing_youve_ever_accomplished/ >. 



 38 

 

 16. “Women Who Have Experienced A Miscarriage, 
What Were The Most Helpful Ways You Were 
Comforted, And What Were The Most Insensitive 
Responses?” 

1) Bishamee wrote, “Never ever say, ‘Next time will be 
better.’ It’s so traumatic that many women will never try to 
get pregnant again to avoid risking having to go through the 
pain of being shattered again.” 

2) Yonderponder wrote, “One of my friends suggested 
getting a candle to light a vigil for the baby. I did that and 
it’s since been replaced by another candle because I burned 
through it all. She also suggested getting a small token or 
something to represent them and to remember them by. I 
have a small statue of an angel holding a baby standing next 
to the candle. It’s nice to be able to do something when I’m 
feeling sad, even if it’s just lighting a candle. Not too many 
people knew I was pregnant let alone that I miscarried so I 
didn’t receive any insensitive responses luckily.” 

3) vodka7tall wrote: 

“The absolute worst was hearing people tell me that 
‘everything happens for a reason,’ a statement that is 
completely useless and utterly untrue. I would highly 
suggest avoiding saying anything about God and / or his 
‘plan,’ or other such nonsense. It’s not helpful, and can be 
really hurtful to be told that God planned for you to not be 
able to carry a pregnancy to term, even if you’re not a 
believer. 

“What did help was having my husband curl up in bed next 
to me and just hold me while I cried. Reading stories online 
from other women who had also suffered through a 
miscarriage was helpful as well. It can be terribly isolating 
to grieve a pregnancy you very much wanted and likely 
hadn’t told anyone about. 
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 “Thinking back, a big basket of candy and chocolate would 
have been nice. Hubby was pretty good about bringing me 
meals in bed for the first day or two afterwards, when I just 
felt like I couldn’t deal with any of it. Hugs are good, too.” 

4) drunkenknitter wrote, “A few friends who know me well 
sent me a basket of wine with a ‘when life gives you lemons 
…’ type card. That was the perfect response for me. Others 
did the ‘I’m so sorry’ stuff and it made me incredibly 
uncomfortable because suddenly I feel like I have to console 
them. Not everyone feels the same way about miscarriages 
or responds the same way. For me: it’s a clump of cells. Shit 
went wrong. It happens. Let’s just get drunk and move on. 
Stuff your sorries in a sock.” 

5) LambChop_Pet wrote: 

“Gosh, so many thoughts went through my head when this 
happened to me. I thought about getting a tiny tattoo 
somewhere to honor the loss. I had nightmares for a while. I 
had to get rid of the maternity clothes because I didn’t want 
to see them. 

“In the end I just healed with time. And I love my child-free 
life now. 

“Most insensitive thing was a coworker excitedly telling me 
about her pregnancy a few weeks after I lost mine. Couldn’t 
believe it.”16 

 
16 Source: Bawonga, “Women who have experienced a miscarriage, 
what were the most helpful ways you were comforted, and what were 
the most insensitive responses?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m3orwl/women_who
_have_experienced_a_miscarriage_what/ >. 
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 17. “What’s The Social Equivalent Of Stepping On A 
Landmine?” 

1) Fiivestar13 wrote, “Asking a woman if she’s pregnant and 
she’s not.” 

SonOfSet1 commented, “So it has been about 18 years ago 
now, but was one of the funniest moments in my life. My 
cousin who had had a baby a couple of months ago but 
apparently to this woman in the store still looked pregnant. 
This woman comes up to cousin and touches her stomach 
and says in that pseudo-baby-talk voice, ‘Oh and what do we 
have in here?’ My cousin replied, ‘My big fat belly,’ in that 
same voice. I’m telling you that woman went pale and then 
red inching towards purple. She was falling over herself 
apologizing, but my cousin just thought it was funny. I swear 
even trying (poorly) to communicate the scenario has tears 
in my eyes.” 

naranghim commented: 

“When a pregnant woman is complaining that none of her 
shoes fit due to her feet and ankle’s swelling saying, ‘My 
feet are too fat for my shoes!’ and you respond with ‘Yeah, 
you are getting a little fat.’ 

“My male boss (a PT [Physical Therapist?]) did this and 
couldn’t figure out why all of the female staff cleared the 
room as quickly as we could. I later pulled him aside and told 
him, ‘You never tell a pregnant woman that they’re fat if you 
want to live, even if they say they are fat first. You’re lucky 
the receptionist isn’t your wife or you’d be paying for that 
comment tonight.’ 

“Next day he comes in, thanks me for warning him and then 
says, ‘Yeah, my wife told me she’d castrate me if I told her 
that and she was pregnant.’” 
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 2) LeicaM6guy wrote, “Finding out the person you asked 
wasn’t a woman.” 

Fiivestar13 responded: 

“We live in strange times. I remember my friend dancing 
with a ‘girl,’ and I had to tell him to stop drinking and he 
asked, ‘Why?’ I said, ‘Well, if you can’t tell that’s a dude, 
back it up on her and see how you feel or what you feel.’ 

“I still joke with him about it to this day.”17 

18. “Wedding Photographers Of Reddit, What Are Some 
Of The Worst Things You’ve Witnessed At A Wedding 
Celebration?” 

1) Sorbicol wrote about something good instead of 
something bad: 

“Not a wedding photographer but a campanologist [bell 
ringer] in a Church in the UK. […] 

“The one that always sticks with me is a very small 
ceremony with only about ten people there. The bride and 
groom were a little older (I’d estimate late 30s / early 40s), 
clearly quite nervous. I’m not particularly religious (just 
raised that way), but I could feel the blessing all around. The 
vicar joined us in the pub after that one, apparently both had 
been previously engaged but she lost her fiancé to a fatal car 
accident a week before she was due to be married, he lost his 
to a long battle with cancer. Both of them had been to hell 
and back — drugs, alcoholism, breakdowns, etc. — but in 

 
17 Source: WinstonChurchillin, “What’s the social equivalent of 
stepping on a landmine?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m3xnio/whats_the_soc
ial_equivalent_of_stepping_on_a/ >. 
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 the end came through. Two broken people finding each 
other. 

“Life is always worth living.” 

2) eggzhehe wrote, “There was this woman who wanted a 
picture with her husband. When I took the pic, there was a 
woman in the background, giving them the middle finger.” 

3) MUSTARDUNAVAILABLE wrote: 

“Ex of the bride arrived with his mom threatening to off 
himself if she didn’t marry him. The two were dragged 
across the street so the bride didn’t see them. 

“Another is the groom not arriving and instead left a message 
insulting the bride and telling her she can keep the baby 
because it sure as shit ain’t his. Bride ran and cried to her 
father-in-law, which raised a whole lot of questions. 

“My favourite is a friend of mine who, on her wedding day, 
sent the wrong venue address to all the people she didn’t 
want at her wedding but who wanted to come. Her husband 
let her have full control because he saw the wedding as the 
bride’s day and he was happy to invite people he liked.”18 

19. “People Who Have Woken Up In Bed With A 
Stranger, What’s Your Story?” 

1) Groovy_sarz1 wrote, “Not woke up with one but came 
home from primary school around 11 years of age to find a 
complete stranger in my bed. Being completely naïve and 
thinking he was a family friend, I made us both sandwiches. 

 
18 Source: bfly1800, “Wedding photographers of Reddit, what are some 
of the worst things you’ve witnessed at a wedding celebration?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 13 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m41eoe/wedding_phot
ographers_of_reddit_what_are_some_of/ >. 
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 I returned to my room to find him gone. I now look back at 
this with complete horror. My family finds it amusing that it 
took me years to tell my family about it.” 

2) tedwinco wrote, “I know a guy who went home with a 
stranger. Went pee in the middle of the night naked. Went 
back to bed. Woke up to screaming. He had gone back to the 
wrong room and was naked in her mother’s bed.” 

3) TheSilentTitan wrote: 

“One time at my cousin’s house party, I was absolutely out 
of social energy and went to a room to go to sleep and I woke 
up in the middle of the night with two of the most jacked 
dudes I’ve ever seen curled up together next to me and a unit 
of a bulldog sleeping in between me and the dudes. 

“One of the guys saw me wake up and he asked if it was cool 
to sleep there and I said that I didn’t mind but he should let 
me have some of the blanket because it was fucking freezing. 
He said, ‘No problem, bro, and then tucked me in like some 
mother hen and then said, ‘Goodnight, bro.’ Shit was the 
strangest / most wholesome thing I’ve ever experienced. 

“Edit: I’m a dude, by the way.” 

tinky_winky69 commented, “It’s not gay to tuck the homies 
in.” 

TheSilentTitan responded, “Our balls didn’t touch, so it was 
ok.” 

4) bgetter wrote: 

“Probably not what you imagined. 

“As a kid, I would sleep walk at night. In the morning, I 
would have no recollection of what happened. 

“I spent the night at a friend’s house when I was about 10, 
and the family had a fire going in the fireplace in their living 
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 room. My friend’s mom decided to sleep on the couch to 
make sure the fire went out, and the dad went to sleep in the 
parents’ bedroom. Due to the door to their bedroom always 
being closed, I had never been inside … which was very, 
very disorienting the next morning when I awoke in said 
bedroom, as the dad was just waking up and getting out of 
his bed. He had assumed during the night I was his son, and 
didn’t question anything when I slipped into bed with him. 

“Kudos to Dad for not making it anymore awkward than it 
already was. 

“And that’s the story of how I awoke next to my friend’s 
dad.” 

5) WittenMittens wrote: 

“My freshman-year roommate warned me on day one that he 
was a sleepwalker. 

“A few months later I woke up to a weird smell, rolled over 
and saw him standing in front of the microwave watching a 
whole loaf of bread spin around inside, as the plastic melted 
and smoke billowed out in his face. I yelled, ‘DUDE, what 
the fuck!’ He said (direct quote), ‘It’s fine,’ and just got back 
in bed. 

“I ran over and opened the microwave to shut it off, and 30 
seconds later fire alarms are blaring and the whole building 
is being evacuated. We get downstairs and I shit you not he 
looks at me and says, ‘I bet some dumb fucker burnt popcorn 
again.’ 

“I don’t know how that dude even made it to 18 without 
killing himself.” 

6) cbelt3 wrote: 

“Got really drunk at a dorm party. Ended up carrying a 
passed-out girl up to her room (up three flights of stairs, 
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 elevator was out). Plunked her in her bed, took her shoes off. 
Then passed out on her floor. 

“She woke me up by stepping on me and yelling at me. I was 
too hung over to argue and just left.” 

7) mnlikerealities wrote: 

“When I was 11, I went to my friend’s place for a horror 
movie sleepover night. 

“I woke up with a four-year old-boy, who turned out to be 
her little brother, clinging to all my blankets in fear. He had 
eavesdropped on our sleepover after pretending to go to bed 
early and was now convinced a killer doll would murder him 
in his sleep. 

“Their mom made us all hot chocolate, and then he slept in 
her bed all night.” 

8) creatureoflove wrote, “I woke up to the sound of rain 
hitting the tent I was in (not my tent) and the random guy 
next to me saying, ‘Oh, fuck! My unicycle!’” 

9) lookssharp wrote, “I was taking a train from Munich to 
Venice. It was one of those trains that the little rooms have 
chairs that pull out into beds. A older Italian gentlemen came 
in the room and as the train took off he made the sleep hand 
gesture. So I crashed out with this old dude. I woke up to 
him tapping me letting me know we will be in Venice after 
the next stop.” 

Mini-Heart-Attack commented, “That was nice of him. 
Were you able to get to Venice?” 

lookssharp replied: 

“Super nice, he gave me a card with a number to call for a 
place to stay if I couldn’t find my friends in Venice.  
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 “Side note: As soon as I got to the train station in Munich, 
two Germans walked up to me and said, ‘You look lost. 
Where are you going?’ They helped me buy my ticket and 
walked me to my train even.  

“People are nice, man.” 

rapturedjesus commented: 

“A German dude in a business suit convinced my wife and 
me to cut the entire security line in the Dusseldorf airport 
because we were about to miss our flight (we’re thicc and 
had just sprinted through a pretty big airport). The entire line 
of probably 40 other people were just fine with it; the 
security officer asked us why we had cut the line, to which I 
replied, ‘We are about to miss our flight.’ He smiled and 
ushered us through the checkpoint. 

“That shit would get you killed by the TSA [Transportation 
Security Administration] in JFK Airport.” 

swflkeith commented, “Our flight was late into Dallas. Lots 
of people had connecting flights. The flight attendant got on 
the intercom and asked, ‘People who live in Dallas, can you 
remain seated and let the people with connecting flights 
deplane first to make their connections?’ Not one fucking 
person remain seated. We missed our connection.” 

Cryobaby commented, “Last time I flew, which was. over a 
year ago, I was certain that I was going to miss my 
connection. I was in the back of the plane, and you know 
how everyone takes an agonizingly long time to deplane. To 
my amazement, the flight attendant at the front grabbed the 
mic and said, ‘Passengers, please remain in your seats for a 
moment. We have a passenger with a tight connection. 
Cryobaby?’ I raised my hand, grabbed my backpack, and ran 
out of there saying, ‘Thank you!’ It was amazing. I ran and 
made the flight.” 
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 10) Kastba wrote: 

“Away at college. Went to a bar, met a girl. 

“I woke up the next morning in an on campus apartment 
sharing a recliner with said girl. 

“Neither of us lived on campus or knew who lived in the 
apartment we ended up at.” 

11) somewhereonthewind wrote: 

“Woke up at the wrong end of the bed with my knees on the 
floor and my ass out, but my head was tucked into the bottom 
of the bed … he asked where his wallet was and then left. 

“Another time I woke up in a bed soaked with piss next to a 
man in a bunny suit. 

“To this day I’m still not sure who wet the bed.”19 

20. “Women In Relationships: What Was Your First 
Date Like?” 

1) kellchez wrote: 

“He asked if I wanted to go to a bar or something, but I’m 
more of a homebody, so we ate pizza at his house and 
watched movies. I was already smitten with him and super 
nervous about saying something stupid or unfunny. I was 
actually so nervous about getting everything just right that I 
felt sick to my stomach right before he picked me up. I ate 
my pizza with a fork, too, because I can be a messy eater and 
was afraid of embarrassing myself by accidentally getting 
food all over my face or clothes or something. Basically I 

 
19 Source: zyht56, “People that have woken up in bed with a stranger, 
what’s your story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m4f2x3/people_that_h
ave_woken_up_in_bed_with_a_stranger/ >. 
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 was just nervous all around because I was so ridiculously 
taken with him and didn’t want to risk messing anything up. 

“I knew I wanted a second date before we even went on our 
first date.” 

2) albino_oompa_loompa wrote: 

“He messaged me and said he thought I was cute and wanted 
to take me to dinner. He picked me up at my dorm (I was a 
sophomore in college), and we went to Olive Garden, which 
is a chain Italian restaurant in the US. I was excited but 
nervous. I thought he was cute, too. 

“I had never dated anyone like him before. He was a little bit 
older than me (by only four years) and was a college 
graduate. He was also super outgoing and confident in 
himself. I had a lot of fun on the date and I ended up going 
back to his apartment later that night and watching a movie 
with him. The next morning we decided to start dating. Now 
we’ve been together 11 years, married seven.” 

3) havziiven wrote, “It’s not glamorous, but we’d been 
friends for a while and drunkenly kissed at a party. I’d 
always secretly fancied him but because of our friendship, I 
never thought to act on it. Turns out he felt the same. The 
next day we went for a long walk along the river and 
expressed our feelings for each other. It was awkward and 
strange because we were trying to navigate a whole different 
way of acting with each other, but once we got over that it 
was such a relief. Being able to take a walk with a friend, as 
we’d done many times before, and just talk, slowly getting 
used to the fact that now we can hold each other’s hand or 
kiss or whatever, was the best first date I’ve had.” 

4) wyug wrote: 

“We were 18, so for a date he suggested the classic dinner 
and a movie. We’d been hanging out for a few weeks near 



 49 

 

 constantly, but all of a sudden call it a date and we were so 
awkward. We went to get dinner first and we were bumbling 
over things to talk about. I was so nervous I could barely eat. 

“The movie was nice. I think he put his arm around me, 
which I was happy about. Learned he was a superhero-movie 
guy that night. 

“That was supposed to be the end of the date, but then he 
suggested we get dessert. Then he suggested we lie outside 
and look at the stars a while. 

“When his parents told us it was time for me to leave (at 
1am), he walked me to my car and we had our first kiss. 

“I never wanted the date to end, and once we got past the 
‘officialness’ of the date over dinner, we warmed up and we 
were fine.  

“We got married over the summer!” 

5) soffeenplantsplease wrote, “We went to a nice African 
restaurant because we wanted to try something new. After 
that we walked to his flat. It was raining heavily and we 
brought only one umbrella so he had his arm wrapped around 
me. At his flat we were watching Netflix and he was stroking 
my legs and then we came to the chill part. He made me feel 
good and I was able to trust him. We have been together for 
two years and still going strong. We share the same values, 
and I love his appearance, his humor, his ambitions. I 
absolutely knew I wanted to go on more dates with him.”20 

  

 
20 Source: rinyamalom, “Women in relationships: How was your first 
date like?” Reddit. AskWomen. 14 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m4tcib/women_in_rel
ationships_how_was_your_first_date/ >. 
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 Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What’s The Worst Thing That You Ever Did For 
Attention?” 

1) MeeMawsGrandOlRecipe wrote: 

“When I was five, I wanted to talk to a girl but I didn’t know 
how. I was determined for her to crush on me. At that age, I 
knew girls loved dogs, so I decided to name my new dog 
after the girl. 

“I remember bringing it up during conversation like, ‘Oh, 
hey! What a coincidence! My dog has the same name as 
you!’ (I didn’t exactly say this because I was five, but 
imagine a child version of this sentence.) 

“It somehow worked. She said she liked me later on (that 
was home run as a kindergartner at the time) but eventually 
moved. 

“From then on, I had a dog named Lexi and as I got older, it 
slowly dawned on me how weird / creepy this was. Lexi, if 
you are reading this, I’m sorry you found out my pick-up 
tactic was to find common ground between you and my 
dog.” 

2) PMForDickGraysonPics wrote, “I read the Twilight 
books for a girl.” 

3) WorldChaliceAnime wrote: 

“When I was three, my sister was born. My parents bought 
me a jigsaw puzzle and said it was from her. 

“Well, one day, they were paying too much attention to her 
instead of me, and I just snapped. I picked up the puzzle, 
placed it on the windowsill, whipped out my dick, and 
soaked that motherfucker in piss. 
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 “Don’t remember what my punishment was, but whenever 
my family brings up that story, we all have a good, long 
laugh.” 

4) DayanaTastremska wrote: 

“When I was nine, I did a strip show for my third-grade class 
when the teacher stepped out. The attention I got was 
addictive, and so I did it again a few times until I got busted. 

“My parents took me to a child psychologist, and I was 
diagnosed with exhibitionism. 

“Fortunately, the psychologist sent me to a good 
hypnotherapist and after a few sessions of therapy, I lost all 
desire to take my clothes off in public. 

“I am now a practicing lawyer and grateful that I didn’t end 
up being a stripper.”21 

22. “What Are Some Things That Your Parents Got 
Right Or Wrong In Raising You?” 

1) CrazyCabiunet577 wrote: 

“First, this is a really thoughtful question.  

“Right: Once they moved to Michigan, they always made 
sure we had a large and private (10+ acres) yard to play in. 
This created a happy and healthy environment for us. Taught 
us everything they knew (cars, building / remodeling houses, 
baking / cooking, hobbies, sports, etc.). It never felt like 
chores or work. They made sure to always say ‘I love you’ 
before we parted and at bed. That has been passed down to 

 
21 Source: Bigmama_mistake66, “What’s the worst thing that you ever 
did for attention?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m4qkx3/whats_the_wo
rst_thing_that_you_ever_did_for/ >. 
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 the next generation in the family as well. I thought this was 
normal until I became an adult and realized not all parents 
say ‘I love you’ as much as my parents did. They taught us 
that life can be extremely short and you never know when 
you’re going to see the people you love for the last time. We 
always felt loved and still give that back to our parents and 
each other as adults. 

“Wrong: They both had rough childhoods, so they did 
everything possible to give us the best one they could. You 
would think this is a good thing until you realize how spoiled 
we are. We are grateful, but spoiled.” 

Mystique111Divine commented, “My parents both had a 
rough upbringing as well and definitely spoiled the hell out 
and my siblings and me as well. My older sister and I are 
spoiled but grateful, but little sister is the queen of brats. Lol. 
I’m currently pregnant and I already know this baby is gonna 
get spoiled to the bones by everyone around. My first instinct 
is to also want to spoil them [my kids], but I know if I do 
that, that won’t be in their best interest. Trying to figure out 
how I’m going to make sure they get what they need and 
want but also teach them to want to work hard on their own 
because I didn’t get that trait. Lol.” 

CrazyCabinet577 responded, “Yup, the grandkids are 
definitely spoiled! My dad told us nobody lies on their death 
bed and says they wish they didn’t spoil their kids so much. 
[…] We’re spoiled, but we are hard-working adults who can 
support ourselves.” 

2) itsjustphe wrote: 

“Right — I’ll get back to you on that one, boss. 

“Wrong — Off the top of my head: forcing religion down 
my throat, using it to manipulate and control me, using it as 
a constant crutch instead of leaning in and having 
uncomfortable / curious conversations that are a part of life. 
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 ‘Your father died because God has a reason and a plan.’ ‘We 
must be out of the house and in church by 9:00am every 
Sunday, and sleeping in is not an option because you’ll go to 
hell if you don’t fear God.’ Etc. I’m now anti-religion and 
can only date non-religious guys and plan to have an atheist 
family. Spiritual abuse is something we really need to talk 
about.” 

3) MirandaDeNova wrote: 

“Right: They never made me feel like I couldn’t or shouldn’t 
do something just because I was a girl. 

“Wrong: They weren’t physically affectionate, and I still 
struggle with expressing and receiving it unless it’s with a 
romantic partner.” 

4) Novelist97 wrote: 

“Right: All sorts of things. They trusted me, gave me a lot of 
freedom, never pushed me to do things I didn’t enjoy 

“Wrong: They never pushed me … at all. If I didn’t like a 
sport or something I’d joined, they let me drop it, no 
problem. They also didn’t teach me many useful skills. My 
older siblings cooked and cleaned and got all the 
responsibilities. I just took care of my rabbit.”22 

 
22 Source: TotalBananas1, “What are some things that your parents got 
right or wrong in raising you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 14 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m4ylek/what_are_so
me_things_that_your_parents_got_right/ >. 
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 23. “Mothers Of Reddit, How Did It Feel When You Saw 
Your Baby For The First Time?” 

The Original Poster added, “Everyone describes it as one of 
the best moments ever. Is there any validity to this 
statement? Do tell!” 

1) ifoundxaway wrote, “I went from ‘I’m going to kill 
myself after he is born — his dad’s family will take care of 
him’ to having a reason to stay alive. In an instant. They 
plopped the screaming purple kid on my belly, I fell madly 
in love, and I realized I needed to live.” 

She added, “I went on to get post-partum depression and 
anxiety. I got on some meds for a while and did therapy — 
it was helpful. My depression didn’t actually get better until 
I cut some people out of my life. And my son was the reason 
for my decision to do that. I wasn’t going to let them treat 
him the way they treat me.” 

2) GreenMountain85 wrote: 

“With my first — I was young in a weird state of denial about 
even having a baby. It was not love at first sight. A few hours 
later when she and I were alone together in the room, all the 
motherly love feelings hit me. 

“With my second — Yes, absolutely. I wanted to hold him 
right away and never let him go. I still kinda feel that way 
and he’s almost six. 

“With my third — No, not really. I didn’t find out if she was 
a boy or girl ahead of time and my labor was really fast so I 
was kind of more preoccupied with, ‘Oh, my gosh! Two 
hours ago I was at home and now I have a baby and oh, my 
gosh, she’s a girl!’ And then a little while later all the mushy 
feelings came.” 

TakethThyKnee commented: 
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 “They plopped this alien-head baby on my sister with white 
residue all over and my sister said to me, ‘You can clean him 
up over there.’ 

“I was worried she wouldn’t connect with the baby. We were 
then moved to the postpartum rooms. They had wheeled my 
nephew away to give my sister some space and I guess check 
my nephew out for other things. We sat in the room in silence 
for a bit and then she said, ‘I miss him.’ 

“That’s when I knew she would be a great mom.” 

HolyHolopov commented: 

“Haha. My friend gave birth this December, and on the next 
day (still at hospital) her son got to lie with the dad for a 
while so she could get a break and get some food, and ten 
minutes later, she was texting me complaining because she 
was absolutely jealous that her husband was currently 
holding the baby. 

“Like, she knew it was unreasonable (which was why she 
texted me instead) but she just wanted him all the time. And 
Dad felt the same way, so they are joking about needing 
twins the next time around.” 

3) raven_darkseid said: 

“I felt absolutely nothing at first. I had a hard pregnancy and 
delivery. I held him for like two seconds and one of the 
nurses brought me a sandwich. I totally traded him for a 
sandwich. 

“I finished eating and asked for him back, but he had been 
rushed to the NICU [Neonatal Intensive Care Unit] with 
dangerously low blood sugar and body temp. That was when 
I felt something. It was pure fear and all my motherly 
instincts arose at once.” 
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 Illustrious_Repair commented, “This is pretty similar to how 
I felt. I delivered twins at 33 weeks. I had been in the hospital 
for four days, barely eating because I was always on the edge 
of an emergency C-section. Once it happened I was 
completely doped up on intravenous painkillers and so damn 
happy someone would finally let me have some saltines and 
water that I couldn’t even concentrate on anything else. It 
really took a couple of days for me to pull out of the trauma 
headspace I’d been in and fall in love with my babies.” 

4) not_doing_that wrote, “Relieved it was over. I loved him, 
but it wasn’t life changing, earth shattering, never 
experienced it before. As he gets older and becomes less 
potato and more person, I love him more and more, but it’s 
not really different than the love I feel for other family 
members, it’s just wrapped up in more responsibility.” 

5) SAPERPXX wrote: 

“Combination of: 

"PleaseDontLetMeFuckThisUpPleaseDontLetMeFuckThis
UpPleaseDontLetMeFuckThisUp 

“and 

“Holy shit I’m this super cute screaming-sack-of-potatoes’ 
mother holy shit holy shit holy shit.” 

6) believeinfuturedays wrote: 

“After a complicated labor and an emergency C-Section, I 
heard her cry and then we were both rushed to ICU/NICU. I 
did not get to meet her until I woke up in my room hours 
later. She was in the Nursery — with all the other babies. I 
walked to see her thinking, ‘All babies look alike! How will 
I know?’ 
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 “Well, I walked into that room of babies, scanned the room 
and found my daughter in 30 seconds. I knew immediately. 
It was one of the most profound experiences of my life. 

“With that said — hormones and depression are no joke! I 
had that amazing, beautiful moment but still struggled to 
‘bond’ immediately. I was afraid something was wrong with 
me. There were many tears.  

“Also — you know how people say that you forget all about 
the pain and labor you experience? It’s a lie.” 

7) DeabolicalDee wrote: 

“I guess I’ll be honest here. I really don’t think it hit me for 
a few minutes. That said, though, I had a precipitous labor 
(under three hours), so I know I was also in shock. But when 
the doctor unceremoniously plopped my daughter on my 
chest after the trauma of the labor, I was in some sort of state 
of shock. Like there are pictures of me with my arms pulled 
back from my body (and also avoiding her) and my face 
looking like a deer in the headlights. Obviously I love her to 
pieces now, but when I first saw her, I really was too 
surprised to feel anything. 

“When I met my second kid after being induced (so the labor 
was super easy compared to the first), I do remember being 
in awe. I didn’t have a strong immediate reaction, but I know 
I was happy.” 

8) notme1414 wrote: 

“She was a 1.5 lb preemie. I was really worried about her. 
They let me have a quick look at her before they whisked her 
away to the NICU. I took one look and my mother instinct 
kicked in. I immediately knew she would be fine. I just 
knew. 

“The second daughter — I just loved her right away.” 



 58 

 

 9) leannap2001 wrote, “I felt terror! They placed a real live, 
whole baby on my chest that I was now responsible for! I 
remember thinking when it was time to leave the hospital, 
‘Are they really just going to let us leave with this baby all 
by ourselves? Isn’t someone coming with us?’ Lol! Now I 
have three, and if anything ever happened to any of them … 
I’d be shattered.” 

10) dondavies954 wrote: 

“With my first baby I had no idea what to expect from labor 
and then she came out so fast, I was pushing for almost two 
hours and suddenly she was out and on my chest. I have it 
on video somewhere where I’m telling her to please use her 
voice to tell me if she was hungry. Lol.” 

“My second, he had the cord wrapped around his neck three 
times. They let me see him then took him to make sure he 
was okay. I literally had no idea, I saw the cord but thought 
he was so fat and had extra chins. When he got back to me, 
I held him for ten straight hours. He was born in the daytime, 
so he didn’t go right to the nursery like his sister did 

“My last baby was born and then I had to be rushed to 
surgery so I didn’t hold her until she was a few hours old. 
Her dad wouldn’t let anyone else (family wise, both our dads 
showed up) hold her until I got out and could see her. I was 
just so thankful we were both okay.” 

11) butterfliesfloat wrote, “I didn’t know it was possible to 
love someone so much. I also felt very excited, and of course 
a bit of fear, which I think is only natural. You’re responsible 
for another human’s life and it’s a wonderful thing but 
certainly the scariest, most challenging thing I’ve ever 
done.” 

12) willowillow wrote, “I was glad to be done with labor and 
pleased to be able to eat (finally). Like, they put that baby on 
me to nurse and I was like, ‘Great, can I have something to 
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 eat now?’ That awful tuna sandwich from the hospital felt 
like the best thing I’d ever eaten.”23 

24. “People Who Have Stories They Want To Share, But 
Have Not Found A Question Relevant To Them, What 
Are Your Stories?” 

Spookyredd wrote: 

“This is about the time I peed all over myself while my 
husband had me pinned in a very compromising position. 

“So, we were wrestling on the bed. He pins me so that I’m 
basically folded in half on my back, with my ass up in the air 
and my knees are by my ears. 

“I start laughing. Then I start farting because I’m laughing. 
Then I start laughing even HARDER because I farted. 

“I’m still pinned down, not breathing from laughing so hard, 
my chest is burning, I need to stop laughing and take a breath 
and RIGHT when I thought I was able to take a breath, my 
dog VIOLATES me by shoving his nose right where I farted 
from and holds it there. (I was wearing leggings.) 

“The audacity of this action made me laugh even HARDER 
and I pissed all over myself.”24 

 
23 Source: New-Cod3126, “Mothers of Reddit, how did it feel when 
you saw your baby for the first time?” Reddit. AskWomen. 16 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m6lgj9/mothers_of_re
ddit_how_did_it_feel_when_you_saw/ >. 
24 Source: Coolfool791, “People who have stories they want to share, 
but have not found a question relevant to them, what are your stories?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 17 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m6xrma/people_who_
have_stories_they_want_to_share_but/ >. 
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 25. “Women Of Reddit, What Common Insecurities Do 
Men Have About Their Bodies That Women Don’t 
Actually Care About?” 

1) boopedydoop wrote, “Getting sweaty during sex. I had a 
boyfriend that always felt so bad if any sweat dripped onto 
me and I was always like ????? I literally don’t care — keep 
going.” 

Korial216 commented, “Similar argument that works on 
women, too: When my ex-girlfriend got sweaty during sex, 
it only turned me on more. It’s something about the smell of 
a woman that gets me going.” 

2) TokenBlackGirlfriend wrote, “No one wants to fuck for 
eight hours. It’s fine.” 

violetsaturday commented, “For real, I have other things I 
need to do.” 

stonebolt commented, “I’ve had women complain that sex 
was going on too long if it was more than 20 minutes.” 

VariousRuckers commented: 

“I blame media for that shit. I can’t even count the number 
of times I’ve heard ‘We’re gonna fuck all night’ in some 
form or another in a song. Just recently Ariana Grande sings 
‘Can you stay up all night? Fuck me til the daylight’ on 
‘34+35.’ You can’t help but think that’s what women want 
when you’ve got it drilled into your brain time and time 
again. 

“Every time I hear that damn song all I think about is, ‘No, 
bitch, I gotta sleep!’” 

FranktheFloppingFish commented, “Yeah, one of the things 
that I have discovered as I’m approaching being a middle-
aged man is that sex is much better when I have energy, like 
in the morning. On a work day, as soon as I get home from 
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 work is best. 11PM? No. I can barely string together a 
sentence at that point in the evening, let alone fuck.” 

3) BMOforlife wrote, “If we’re at the point of being naked, 
I like the person. I like that person enough to take the gamble 
that their body looks like a normal body, and there’s plenty 
of sexy / adorable parts of it. There’s definitely also going to 
be neutral and unattractive parts of any body, because it’s a 
body. I honestly have no idea what would cause me to 
change my mind of not liking a person based on the way they 
look, short of some hygiene issue. My limited experience has 
included a variety of body shapes, heights, etc., and it’s all 
been super fun because sex is fun. The best, sexiest thing is 
to be with someone who is having fun. If I can be with 
someone who is smiling and laughing and having fun during 
sex, the sex will be awesome. Please stop worrying about 
your dick or your hair or your weight or your muscle 
definition or your whatever else and know that for most 
people, we’re just happy to be there.” 

flowerpots commented, “I wish people would realize 
everyone looks weird when they are naked. No one is 
expecting you to look like a Greek god. and when I get to 
that point, all I care about is being so close that I can’t even 
see most of your body anyway.” 

4) luminous_Illusions wrote, “Men always apologize if they 
cum early on while having sex, but it’s really not a problem 
so long as they bring the woman to completion in some way 
afterwards. Ain’t nothing wrong with a second round or 
some selfless hard work.” 

kitkat_77 commented: 

“I’ll be honest, I kind of love when a partner cums early 
sometimes. It feels flattering in a way. Like whatever I did 
was so outstanding they couldn’t help themselves. 
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 “That said, I do like my partner to get me there, too, one way 
or another.” 

luv2gethigh commented: 

“Honestly, yeah. I kinda find it hot when my boyfriend cums 
quick — it’s like damn, I did some good work. 

“I don’t even always care about finishing after, either. Pro 
tip for men who bust quick: get her off during the foreplay. 
;)” 

DannyBlind commented, “Always preheat the oven before 
putting the cake in. ;)” 

5) goddessofwitches wrote, “Don’t worry about coming off 
as nerdy or brainy — for fuck’s sakes, think for yourself and 
ENJOY your hobbies. We actually dig someone with 
passion and honestly being able to hold conversation with 
depth is delicious. Extra points on sarcasm, wit, and humor.” 

dameofthedungeon commented: 

“Can attest to this. As a nerd myself, it’s actually really fun 
for me to listen to guys talk about their nerdy interests. 

“To the guys worried about this: Please, tell me about your 
programming, your homebrew Dungeons and Dragons 
world, your research project, your video game characters. 
Nine times out of 10, I’m going to dig it and want to know 
more. Plus, you look adorable when you’re talking about 
something you’re so passionate about.” 

PotentialRegister8 commented, “You know, a lot of us hear 
this, and then ACTUALLY start talking about it, and then 
we watch their eyes glaze over.” 

Queenofeveryisland responded: 
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 “You are not talking to someone with compatible interests 
then. If there are any single ladies at any events or online 
groups for your interest, start there. 

“But honestly, my husband and I have different hobbies but 
similar world views. Over time I got him into murder 
mysteries and he got me more into sci-fi . And we still have 
stuff that we do separately. It works for us. Having the moral 
and world view being on the same page matters a hell of a 
lot more than hobbies.” 

6) LynsyP wrote: 

“As a tall girl, I can say that sometimes shorter guys are 
precisely the right height for certain ‘activities,’ and that can 
be a big plus. Advantage goes to short dudes on that one. 

“Height doesn’t make the man. If you’re cool with it, then a 
lot of women will be, too. Confidence / self-assurance play 
a huge role.”25 

26. “Has Anyone Resented You Because Of Your 
Vocabulary?” 

J-Slam wrote, “I’m not a smart guy, but I used to read a lot 
as a kid (not really anymore sadly). I work in a blue collar, 
working-class field and some of the other guys will think I’m 
flexing on them by using ‘big’ words. An example would be, 
‘contrived.’” 

Nercules commented, “I live in a pretty rural / less-educated 
area and have had this happen to me, too. Using a word with 

 
25 Source: GorillaS0up, “Women of Reddit, what common insecurities 
do men have about their bodies that women don’t actually care about?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 16 March 20211 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m6io4d/women_of_red
dit_what_common_insecurities_do_men/ >. 
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 more than two syllables made them think I was trying to be 
a smartass.” 

PM_ME_LAWN_GNOMES wrote: 

“Haha! I had a coworker once snarl at me about how I was 
showing off my college degree (with my big ol’ vocabulary). 

“Like, dude … I don’t even have one. Sorry I like books? 
They’re free at the library, For Fuck’s Sake.” 

PsychologicalNews573 commented, “I’ve had the same. I 
read a book about a guy in jail who took classes and one of 
the teachers used big words. The guys taking the class asked 
the teacher to use words they understand, and he said, ‘I’m 
not going to bring down my vocabulary. But you can learn, 
just look up the words you don’t know, and soon you won’t 
have as many you don’t know.’ I took that to heart and now 
I don’t bring my vocabulary down. But I will, without 
judgement, define what I said if someone (usually my 
husband) asks what I meant. We had to have a talk, because 
he thought he was dumb and he thought I was making fun of 
how dumb he was for using big words. He isn’t dumb, just 
not a big reader. Knowledge is different from intelligence. 
And I don’t call him out if he uses a word wrong: I just tell 
him one on one that it was used the wrong way, and tell him 
a better way to use said word. I don’t even think he realizes 
his vocabulary has grown as well.” 

NerdyPodcaster commented, “As a working adult who’s 
also going to school, I am sad that I don’t have the energy to 
read for fun anymore. I read a LOT for work and school. It 
makes me sad when people say they just don’t read.”26 

 
26 Source: A_Bit_Drunk, “What ridiculous thing do people brag about 
for some reason?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 March 2021 < 
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 27. “What’s The Cringiest Thing You’ve Ever Done That 
A Date Saw?” 

CathyElksun wrote: 

“I was in the supermarket with a guy I had started dating. I 
turned around to look at something, and turned back, and he 
was bending over, and I thought, ‘He’s been squatting!’ and 
I reached out and squeezed his arse. He stood up very 
quickly and … it was another guy. The guy I was dating saw 
this. 

“It’s not my fault he was wearing the same jeans and t-
shirt!”27 

28. “Heterosexuals Of Reddit, What Is A Question You 
Have For The LGBTQ+ Community?” 

1) ihatethosemufflins wrote, “What does it mean when I’ve 
dated girls, been sexually active with girls, but sometimes 
when I’m beating to the PornHub I look at the guy’s dick 
instead of the girl?” 

Veauros commented: 

“It means whatever you think it does. Maybe you’re 
bisexual, or straight and were just curious, or bi-curious, or 
pansexual. Maybe you just don’t like labels. 

“You are the only one who can choose how you identify.” 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m7rle5/what_ridiculou
s_thing_do_people_brag_about_for/ >. 
27 Source: Odeiminmukwa, “What’s the cringiest thing you’ve ever 
done towards a potential date that ruined your chances?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 19 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m88xi6/whats_the_cri
ngiest_thing_youve_ever_done_towards/ >. 
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 HappyTimeHollis commented: 

“It means whatever you want it to mean. 

“You might be bi-curious and that’s ok. You might just have 
a genital preference (i.e., you’re not attracted to men / 
masculinity but you like penises) and that’s ok. Maybe 
you’re pan-sexual and haven’t realised it yet and that’s ok. 
Maybe you’re straight and just like the idea of that penis as 
a stand-in for you — that’s ok as well. Maybe with the lack 
of sexual education and all the taboos around talking about 
genitalia you’re just interested in seeing how theirs compares 
to yours and that’s just as ok. 

“Have a think about it. It might not be a sexuality thing. It 
might be a sexuality thing. There’s no rush for you to come 
up with an answer; take your time, friend. :)” 

2) La_Lechuga asked, “Is there ever a big queer cookout 
called the LGBBQ?” 

HarryAugust answered, “Yes a BBQ at a Pride Parade I went 
to had that name.” 

goingtohellJoe commented, “I can imagine a company called 
LG setting up a corporate cookout for their employees called 
LGBBQ at the end of a good financial quarter and getting 
confused at all the random people at their cookout.” 

SlobMarley13 commented, “Hosted by the Bar B Queer.” 

Winiri commented, “With a side of bbq lesbeans and Twink-
ies for dessert.” 

3) MinstrelOfFunk wrote, “Seriously, what is the Q for? I’m 
not being sarcastic or trolling, I don’t get the distinction.” 

A_Jack_of_Herrons commented, “Queer is just an umbrella 
term. Kind of like how ‘pasta’ is an umbrella term for certain 
foods.” 
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 astrobre responded, “Ahhh, I thought it was for Questioning 
… good to know!” 

Matthewrmt commented, “Back in the 1980s and 1990s, the 
Q did stand for Questioning. As with everything, the 
community continues to grow and embrace resulting in new 
interpretations and broader definitions.” 

punarob wrote, “I’ve seen it used both ways. Gay myself, 
and even I’m not sure what the Q means. I have seen 
LGBTQQ on rare occasions, which includes both.” 

MilfWolf asked, “What’s the + for. Like literally plus 
anything else?” 

A_Jack_of_Herrons answered, “It’s just an easier way of 
saying ‘etc.’ so that other parts aren’t left out of the 
community, but you don’t have to say every single letter.” 

4) Altruistic-Bit-9766 wrote: 

“At work I am in a position where people under me 
sometimes tell me deeply personal things. Not a counselor 
or Human Resources. Sometimes they may not directly 
report to me, but I’ve mentored them in some way so they 
still come to me. 

“If a person comes out to me as gay or trans, I straight up 
don’t care — in the sense that if I’m not sleeping with you 
your sexual life / identity is none of my business and it 
doesn’t affect my opinion of or relationship with you. But I 
can tell when someone tells me about themselves that it’s 
often a big deal to them to say it. I definitely sometimes get 
the feeling they’re afraid they might be judged. So what’s a 
correct way for me to respond? I don’t want to give the 
impression that I don’t care about them as a human being, 
it’s just that … dude, I don’t care.” 
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 WollyDoodle commented, “I’ve always responded with, 
‘Thank you for trusting me enough to share that with me,’ 
and it seems to be well received. It acknowledges that it’s a 
big deal to say it out loud and that they’re vulnerable in that 
moment.”28 

29. “What Is Your Best Way To Say No To A Creepy 
Guy At A Bar?” 

1) ConnieC60 wrote, “I have found that acting like a massive 
weirdo helps. One sleazy old dude sent me a rose from across 
the room in a pub once and was leering at me, so I gave the 
rose a big sniff and then ate the petals. He left me alone after 
that.” 

ConnieC60 added, “I made very firm eye contact and bit into 
the rose with one big bite. He was not charmed by this. 
10/10, would do it again, even if roses taste bad.” 

2) peppermind wrote, “I’d just get away from them without 
a word. Depending on the flavor of creep, I might also 
mention him to the bouncer.” 

3) MyNameIsBlank wrote, “Loudly.” 

4) ToiletPaperGanon wrote: 

“Either make it LOUDLY clear that you’re not interested or 
gross him out. Like, start yapping about your grueling PMS, 
followed by horror stories of menstruation and period shits. 
Break with his idea of you being innocent, vulnerable, and 
feminine. Don’t be a Daphne; be a Shaggy. 

 
28 Source: That_one_weirdo69, “Heterosexuals of Reddit, what is a 
question you have for the LGBTQ+ community?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
19 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m8uabc/heterosexuals_
of_reddit_what_is_a_question_you/ >. 
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 “Also, you may want to signal the barkeeper and the security 
guards. There’s often posters in ladies’ rooms that contain 
safe words, so if you come across them, use them to your 
advantage.” 

5) MaddieDiggs wrote, “Say no, show clear signs of being 
uninterested. If that doesn’t work, mention him to staff.” 

6) slythergin23 wrote, “Please, please, PLEASE come talk 
to the staff. We’re more than happy to help you. The guy will 
be kicked out, or we can safely escort you out the back.” 

7) PenguinsOnAWire wrote: 

“Say no firmly but not offending, visibly step away and 
shake my head. That way people in my surroundings notice 
that I said no clearly and my body language will reaffirm my 
answer. 

“If they stay persistent, I rebuke a little louder and go find 
my friends / staff who can help me out.” 

8) crazynekosama wrote: 

“In my experience it helps to have a loud, slightly obnoxious 
best friend there to shout at them, ‘She said she’s not 
interested — now fuck off!’ 

“There is then a 99.9% chance you will be told you are a fat 
and / or ugly b*tch but hey, at least they usually leave you 
alone.”29 

 
29 Source: Somebraonl1ne, “What is your best way to say no to a 
creepy guy a bar?” Reddit. AskWomen. 20 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m9bvck/what_is_your
_best_way_to_say_no_to_a_creepy_guy_a/ >. 
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 30. “Redditors Who Had A Dying Confession But Then 
Lived, What Happened?” 

1) nukedsporks wrote: 

“Had a co-worker ‘Larry’ who was in a job-site accident. 
Basically, he was underneath some scaffolding when it was 
backed into by a vehicle and collapsed on top of him. He was 
pinned down, couldn’t feel his legs, and was bleeding from 
a head wound. Larry was 100% convinced he was going to 
die. We were trying to pull the scaffold off and render first 
aid and all that, and he kept asking to use a phone to call his 
wife, ‘Suzie".’ Our supervisor gave him a phone, Larry 
called Suzie and confessed to having multiple affairs, 
stealing from Suzie’s parents, creeping on their neighbor’s 
teenage daughter and doing coke with Suzie’s sister. Larry 
was crying, telling her he was so sorry, begging for 
forgiveness. 

“Turns out Larry was just pinned down by a couple of tubes 
and bracers that fell together just right and was tight enough 
to pinch a nerve and slow circulation a bit. He got six stitches 
on his head and some bruises, and that was the extent of his 
physical injuries. However, he did lose his house, his pickup 
truck, custody of his kids and half his paycheck to child 
support and alimony. Plus he got written up for not wearing 
a hard hat under scaffolding.” 

MarcusXL commented, “He snatched defeat from the jaws 
of defeat that day.” 

nukedsporks added, “We now use the phrase ‘Larry up’ 
instead of confess, as in Steve just Larry-ed up to the boss 
about scratching the truck or somebody better Larry up to 
taking food from the fridge. Human Resources does not like 
us.” 

2) dscntfrntwrhs wrote: 
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 “I was POSITIVE the house was going to come down during 
the in-land hurricane last year. 

“I texted my roommate (who was at work at the time), ‘Do 
hey, I might die. Just wanted to say I love you. Too much to 
risk not saying it. If I don’t croak see you tonight; if I do 
sorry for the levity.’ 

“Well, f*cking house was 95% unscathed, and she came 
home with a huge smile and said she wanted to give it a try. 

“We aren’t together anymore, but all in all it could’ve gone 
a lot worse. 7/10, would try again.” 

3) Lulu_42 wrote: 

“Living in Belgium. Soon after a series of terrorist attacks 
— train bombings, the metro, the airport, and the Paris 
attack, I was taking the train and some weird guy left his 
backpack on a seat near me and left. I texted my wife, ‘I 
know this is crazy, but just in case, I need you to know I love 
you.’ 

“He came back eventually. Now I’m terrified to take the 
train.”30 

31. “911 Operators Of Reddit, What Are Some Of The 
Funniest Things Someone Has Called In For?” 

1) Dethmonger wrote, “Lady called in because she thought 
Willie Nelson was having a cardiac arrest in her trailer, and 
she needed an ambulance. I started giving her CPR 

 
30 Source: sithwonder, “Redditors who had a dying confession but then 
lived, what happened?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m9yk17/redditors_who
_had_a_dying_confession_but_then/ >. 
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 instructions, and come to find out when paramedics got 
there, she was doing compressions on the couch cushions.” 

Shelbelle4 commented, “I’ll never smoke weed with Willy 
again.” 

2) nineunouno wrote: 

“Numerous calls where someone has handcuffed themself to 
a Significant Other during coitus and lost the key. (If it’s not 
busy, this seems to draw most available officers.) 

“Not me but a coworker: A person was pleasuring 
themselves with the handle of a scissors and it got stuck.” 

CheryllLucy commented, “I hope someone explained to this 
person what scissoring actually refers to.” 

Otherwise_Beyond_572 wrote, “Last week I had to tell my 
boss what scissoring is. I used my hands and made eye 
contact. It was a fine moment. Especially since we’re both 
women.” 

fesnying commented: 

“I was in a really weird therapy group years ago run by two 
therapists, best friends who were around my mother’s age 
(mid-50s). One day they decided we had to have a bonding 
activity (it was already a group where they made us lunch 
every week and we all ate together), so they planned a movie 
night and insisted I bring Cards Against Humanity because 
they’d heard it was lots of fun. I told them it was really 
inappropriate and they just waved me off with ‘we know 
things’ and ‘your generation didn’t invent bad words,’ etc. 

“And that is how I ended up having to explain fleshlights and 
pixellated bukkake to two horrified 50-somethings while my 
fellow group members died laughing.” 

PandaCat22 commented: 
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 “Oh man, you reminded me of one of my favorite stories 
ever told me. 

“A friend in college was renting a duplex next to a newlywed 
couple. He and his roommates decided to throw a party and 
talked to their neighbors to see if it was ok. The neighbors, 
being pretty young themselves, were happy to oblige and 
said it’d be fine. 

“Well, a few hours into the party someone mentioned to my 
friend that there was loud banging coming from next door. 
My friend heads next door and uses the spare key to get into 
his neighbors’ house to make sure everything’s ok. He calls 
out and hears the wife say she’s in her room and needs help. 

“My friend heads up and finds her completely naked, arms 
and legs handcuffed to the bed and her husband passed out 
on the floor wearing only a Spiderman mask. Apparently he 
had tried to jump from the dresser to the bed, slipped, and hit 
his head and passed out. 

“My friend got the key to the handcuffs, uncuffed his 
mortified neighbor, and never mentioned that night to either 
one of his neighbors again. However, that year for Christmas 
he gave them a Batman mask and told them to make sure 
they were safe next time; they did not find it amusing.” 

3) Dispatcher12 wrote: 

“A man requiring extrication from an Under Armor insulated 
shirt. His shoulder popped out of the socket while he was 
pulling it on, it was halfway on / halfway off and his arm was 
locked and dislocated. 

“Edited to add (so you don’t think I’m awful): HE was 
laughing, and he said, ‘I would have driven myself to the 
hospital but I would have had to drive with my arm out the 
window!’” 
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 Professional_Cat7670 wrote, “Wow, this happened to me 
when I was in dance class a few years back! I was wearing a 
sports bra and my leotard. When I got to the hospital, they 
cut me out of both because I was also stuck, then relocated 
my shoulder. Was bummed to lose that leotard. Also, that 
man was tougher than me; I certainly wasn’t laughing! Ha!” 

4) aspartate wrote, “Had a grown man calling in about ‘a 
monster trying to get into his son’s room.’ He’s the right kind 
of frantic where I KNOW it’s not a mental health crisis, but 
I still couldn’t figure it out. Well, he’s a middle-Eastern male 
with a real thick accent and I was having a hard time 
understanding, so he gave the phone to his son. The monster 
had climbed a tree and was at his bedroom window. And it 
was as big as his dog. And it has hands like him but tiny … 
Wait, what ? Right there I told the kid to see if it had rings 
on his tail … Yes … They had just moved to America a 
month ago, and had never heard of raccoons. I couldn’t mute 
myself fast enough, and the father heard me laughing . I think 
that’s what helped calm him down. I explained what a trash 
panda was and welcomed him to our wild jungle.” 

sadcoffee commented, “Honestly, if I’m terrified and I’m 
calling 911 and the Operator laughs, there isn’t a better sign 
that I’m probably safe and sound with nothing to worry 
about … assuming my rational brain is able to think in the 
moment. Lizard brain would likely forget the Operator has 
seen / heard everything under the sun and laughter should be 
taken as a sign that things are fine, rather than a sign that the 
Operator isn’t taking a crisis seriously.” 

silentsam2325 commented, “Not a 911 call, but I had to 
teach my lovely middle Eastern neighbours not to allow their 
children to play with the really cute black and white ‘cat’ in 
their yard. And to run if it started to do a handstand.” 

5) WatchTheBoom wrote: 
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 “A little kid called 911 because he wanted the cops to come 
arrest his brother. 

“You see, their mom said that the caller’s brother was 
supposed to share the Legos, but he wasn’t sharing. The 
caller’s brother said that he was playing with all of the 
Legos, which wasn’t possible. There were too many Legos 
for one person to play with all of them at once, argued our 
caller. Therefore, his brother was a liar, a jerk, and a turd and 
we needed to come and arrest him. 

“We had a high degree of confidence that this wasn’t a coded 
request for help, so we asked to speak to an adult — 
confirmed that there was no distress and closed the case. 
Share your Legos, kids. 

“PS: If your kid ever calls 911, don’t get mad at them. We 
want them to call 911 if they think they need to. We would 
much rather have them call 911 for something silly than have 
them be afraid to call when they should because they think 
they’ll get in trouble.” 

angelerulastiel commented: 

“I accidentally called twice. Once in like first grade when we 
learned about it and I was practicing, but my practicing used 
too much force and dialed. 

“Then I did it once at my grandma’s house, but that was not 
my fault at all. I went into her room for a legitimate reason, 
flipped the light switch, it didn’t work, I tried it a few more 
times, then found another switch. Then I found out the ‘light 
switch’ was a 911 alert, which is a stupid way to make it. I 
hid under the bed when the police arrived.” 

6) TheNarwhalsTheySing wrote, “My sister still talks about 
the time that she and our cousin were home with the 
babysitter. They called 911 because the babysitter was 
‘being mean.’ She was just being an experienced babysitter, 
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 and not bowing to their every whim. Police came. My mom 
was called in from work from 45 minutes away. I don’t think 
that anyone was upset, but they certainly weren’t amused.” 

glum_hedgehog wrote: 

“I called 911 because our washing machine was broken and 
my parents were arguing about it (nothing violent, just 
arguing, but it was unusual for them and scared five-year-
old me). I dialed the number but chickened out instead of 
hitting the call button. Little did I know, the phone called it 
anyway. So five minutes later, a policeman showed up at our 
house. 

“I hid under the back porch, my mom made me come out, 
and the officer explained that 911 was only for emergencies. 
He was really nice about it, though!” 

Tiny_Parfait commented, “When I was growing up, I had a 
neighbor who was a cop. One day my mom told me she was 
going to go visit him, and the tiny bundle of anxiety I was 
thought that I was in trouble and she was telling the cop on 
me. Spent over an hour hiding, barely daring to breathe, 
trying to figure out what I had done to deserve this 
completely imaginary punishment.” 

Danmont88 commented, “Loved the one where a kid called 
911 for help with his math homework and the dispatcher 
actually did.” 

7) VagabndPTA wrote: 

“I was a 911 dispatcher years ago but had two calls specific 
calls that still make me laugh. 

1. A frazzled mother called because her six-year-old 
had gotten into the roof and she couldn’t get him 
down. She kept screaming about how we need to 
hurry … not because she was worried he would get 
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 hurt, but because he had done this before and last 
time he peed in the air vents. 

2. This was before weed was legal in my state, but a 
college kid called asking for an ambulance. He was 
super worried that he was having an allergic reaction 
to the weed he just smoked. When asked about his 
symptoms, he said, ‘I just can’t stop eating 
Cheetos.’” 

8) Camoern wrote, “Not me but my wife who works both as 
a secretary for a fire department and is a volunteer firefighter 
/ EMT. A lady calls asking if she can donate a building for a 
training burn-in. After asking questions she finds out it’s not 
a building but an RV. More questions. It’s not her RV, it was 
abandoned on her property. Just a few more questions. It’s 
not exactly abandoned. It’s her ex-husband’s RV. And he’s 
living in it and won’t leave. She wants my wife’s fire 
department to burn it down. Wife’s fire department 
declined.” 

bennitori commented, “That went from very charitable and 
admirable, to concerning, to batshit crazy … but in a polite 
way.” 

9) Nobodys_Perfect96 wrote: 

“I don’t know if this counts as ‘funny.’ 

“I’m from a small town. Everyone knows everyone. My 
uncle Jim is a cop. All the dispatchers and first responders 
know my grandma pretty well. 

“One day, my uncle was working on something electrical in 
the basement. He was shocked. He was unconscious, but he 
ended up being fine. 

“My grandma called 911, and screamed into the phone, 
‘Vee! It’s Kate! Jimmy’s been shocked!’ 
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 “What Vee, the dispatcher, heard was, ‘Jimmy’s been shot!’ 

“Every single police officer, sheriff’s deputy, EMS, 
paramedic, firefighter, and park ranger in town arrived at my 
grandma’s house. My uncle was super confused and 
embarrassed.” 

10) macmartijp14 wrote, “One time a guy called in while I 
was training and stated he had cut his penis. When I 
answered, ‘You cut your penis?’ the trainer smacked me on 
the arm and told me he said he’d cut his hand. She looked at 
me like the biggest pervert! Then 10 seconds later into the 
conversation he says, ‘I was trying on a rubber that was too 
small and I had to cut it off and I cut right into my penis!’ 
She almost couldn’t stop herself from laughing.”31 

32. “What Was The Best One-Night Stand You’ve Ever 
Had And Why?” 

1) msstark wrote: 

“The last one. 

“Sex was great, we stayed in bed talking until 3pm, and he 
ended up asking me out on a real date. Been married for two 
years.” 

Snoo55011 commented, “That’s not a one-night stand. Lol.” 

msstark replied, “It was supposed to be! Lol.” 

2) celestialism wrote, “We went for drinks / dinner at a nice 
place, communicated openly about our sexual preferences / 

 
31 Source: Abrera, “911 Operators of Reddit, what are some of the 
funniest things someone has called in for?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 
March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ma6ap6/911_operators
_of_reddit_what_are_some_of_the/ >. 
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 kinks / intentions for the night, made out in an alley, and then 
had kinky sex at his apartment during which I actually had 
an orgasm. (Most of the one-night stands I’ve had have been 
frightfully vanilla and nearly devoid of regard for my 
pleasure, so this was appreciated.)” 

3) Sudden_Bonus wrote, “I mean, my philosophy is if the 
sex is good, keep on having it. So by my token all one-night 
stands are bad, because there was no reason to keep seeing 
them.” 

4) drunkenknitter wrote, “Guy I picked up at a bar, we hit it 
off, he was funny, he was on holiday. Went back to my place, 
boned a few times (one of the very few people I allowed to 
spend the night), woke up, fucked again, went for breakfast, 
and I never saw him again. Perfection.”32 

33. “Parents Of Reddit, What Are Your ‘I Looked Away 
For ONE Second’ Stories?” 

1) PeopleAreIrksome wrote, “I had made lunch for my 
daughter, who was only about two years old. It was a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. I handed it to her and realized I 
left her drink on the counter. I turned and grabbed the drink 
and when I went to hand it to her she was gone. So was the 
sandwich. I go to the living room and she was stuffing it into 
the V.C.R. I asked her why and she said it was hungry. Poor 
V.C.R. never did work right after that.” 

hittingpoppers commented, “My sister put a grilled cheese 
in the VCR because she wanted to warm it up.” 

 
32 Source: [deleted], “What was the best one night stand you’ve ever 
had and why?” Reddit. AskWomen. 17 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/m70ks3/what_was_th
e_best_one_night_stand_youve_ever_had/ >. 
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 2)1980pzx wrote, “Not me, but my wife. Our two younger 
kids are 14 months apart. When our daughter was around 
three and our son was two, my wife went into the garage to 
grab a frozen pizza out of the deep freezer and one of the 
kids, not sure which one, shut the door and locked my wife 
in the garage. She was banging on the door and could hear 
the little boogers in there laughing at her. My wife was not 
amused, she got a flathead screwdriver from my toolbox and 
manage to unlock the door. This all took 15 minutes or so, 
and when she got in the house they were in their room 
watching cartoons and eating cookies they managed to steal. 
They would’ve left her out there all night. It’s funny now 10 
years later, but my wife was scared shitless. We have kept a 
spare key hidden in the garage ever since.” 

3) ThadisJones wrote: 

“I swear babies who can’t even flip over yet can teleport 
short distances when no one is observing them. You put that 
thing down in one spot, turn your back on it for one second 
and then it’s moved a few feet away. 

“They can do this because they don’t understand how it’s 
impossible. When babies learn enough about physics and 
object permanence to be able to move and navigate, they lose 
the ability to teleport because then they know enough to 
figure out it can’t be done.” 

EthanEpiale commented: 

“Mine was so bad about this, slthough we knew from the 
start he was rolling. Literally had just been born, put in the 
clear plastic crib thing, and I just watch this newborn baby 
roll over to his stomach. 

“Nurse comes in, doesn’t believe me, flips him, and he rolls 
over again. 

“Heard ‘he shouldn’t be able to do that’ about fifty times.” 
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 4) HolyPallyGirl wrote, “Went to pee, so put my kiddos in 
their room with the door open and the gate up. I also had the 
bathroom door open … come out to find a dozen eggs 
cracked on the kitchen floor and into the butter and my 
youngest naked and covered in peanut butter. My now ex-
husband was sleeping … I walked into our room, woke him 
up, and tagged out. My brain was fried at that point. To this 
day I have no clue how they escaped; they are 16 and 18 
now.” 

HolyPallyGirl added, “They are 18 months apart in age, and 
good gravy they are as thick as thieves and always have been 
… so teamwork made the dream work for them. Lol.” 

HolyPallyGirl also added, “I have pictures of the aftermath 
that are going up at their graduations. Lol.” 

5) nervousdonut wrote, “When I was a kid, my mom was 
watching me play while hanging laundry. When she turned 
to hang a garment, I discovered a ‘bouncy spot’ in the grass 
and fell down a 100ish-year-old abandoned well. She said 
that day took years off her life.” 

fushigikun8 joked, “Did you make it out?” 

radhat joked, “Probably still in the well.” 

poopellar commented, “All’s well that ends well.” 

6) DickyBurd wrote: 

“My sister baked some cookies to share at work, and when 
her three-year-old daughter seen them on the plate on the 
counter she asked for one. Instead of explaining she wasn’t 
allowed to have one, my sister lied and said they were 
‘yucky,’ implying it was a bad batch. 

“My sister, confident that her lie was successful turned her 
back to finish cleaning up. She heard the plate being 
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 removed from the counter and turned around just in time to 
see all the cookies slide off the plate into the garbage. 

“Her daughter smiled and just said, ‘Yucky.’” 

Lucas_Deziderio asked, “Is that what people call instant 
karma?” 

7) 1987mark wrote, “Woke up once and my two sons had 
climbed out of a window onto a flat roof. They were one and 
three. I still don’t know how they even got the window 
open.” 

8) imwalkingafteryou wrote, “Growing up we had a shed 
with our laundry room attached to our porch. My mom had 
me sitting on the floor of the porch playing with some toys 
(I was about two), while she was doing laundry. I was just 
out of her eyeline for the time it takes to start a load of 
laundry, but by the time she turned around, I had somehow 
managed to find a snake and had picked it up and was 
playing with it.” 

9) nichonne_impossible wrote: 

“My son is in first grade this year, and we’ve been doing 
virtual learning. He’s also on the spectrum, but he’s able to 
do normal classes so far. 

“I have a desk and his computer set up in his room. While 
his lesson was going on, he accidentally spilled some water 
on himself and his desk. I’m just like, ‘It’s ok! Hold on a 
second! I’m going to get you a towel!’ So, I run downstairs 
to get him a towel. I’m gone for 10 seconds. By the time I 
came back upstairs, he had taken off his shirt and his pants, 
and was searching his drawer for dry clothes in his 
underwear while on camera. I feel like I did the slow motion 
action movie cliché ‘Nooooooooo!’ when I went to turn the 
camera off. 



 83 

 

 “I’m pretty sure his teacher at least saw him stripping down 
to his underwear, but she didn’t say anything. Lol.” 

10) kannakantplay wrote: 

“On more than one occasion, my daughter jumped into her 
bath fully clothed. I was turned around to get the bubbles or 
her toys or something and then SPLOOSH. She was like two. 
Lol.” 

“Most recently I was sitting down after finishing some 
chores and she walked up to me really proud with a chunk of 
her hair. ‘Look, mama. I cut my hair!’ She had just turned 
five.” 

11) RubyRogue13 wrote, “Obligatory not a parent: I was 
watching my sister’s kids and told them we would grill for 
dinner and have pie. I went to the bathroom, came pack, and 
the pie was ALL OVER the living room. When I asked them 
what happened, they told me it was daylight savings time, so 
dinner was now. I couldn’t help but laugh.” 

12) Chloedancer1234 wrote, “My daughter (five at the time) 
was very defiant. I was four weeks post-partum, dressed in 
sweat pants and a nursing tank. No shoes. She wouldn’t get 
out of the car in the kiss-and-drop lane. I hopped out to open 
her door, not thinking about what would happen next. She 
locked the doors. Here I am, lactating, blocking the line, 
ready to either collapse in an emotional sobbing heap or 
break the windows out of the car. This escalated to the entire 
parking lot being rerouted before my neighbor showed up 
with spare keys. When my daughter saw her with the keys, 
she hopped out of the other side and yelled, ‘Have a good 
day,’ as she ran into the school.” 

13) bruilikereddit wrote, “One day my mom looked away for 
like ten seconds and my head hit the lamp, which then fell 
onto the couch and then hit my dog (he was fine) and the dog 
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 hit the side table and then my mom’s iPhone 7 fell and it 
cracked and broke, and I blamed it on the lamp.” 

14) XxxLady_BlanxxX wrote: 

“I am telling the story on behalf of my mother. 

“Growing up, I wasn’t really a troublemaker, but I do admit 
that I have done some stupid things. 

“I was three-ish and we had guests over. They had brought 
me a Barbie doll. So at some point I was alone at the living 
room watching Dora the Explorer while everyone was at the 
kitchen. I opened the box with the doll, yeeted the poor 
Barbie across the room and started eating chunks of the 
cardboard box. Twelve years after, I still don’t know why 
the fuck I did it. When my mum finally came in the living 
room she had the most horrified expression I ever saw. (I 
kinda remember the whole thing.) 

“From that point on, she always was paranoid when leaving 
me alone. I can’t really blame her, though. I would have had 
a panic attack, too, if I saw my toddler eating cardboard.” 

15) MNConcerto wrote: 

“Husband was reading a sign about watching your children 
on the trail at Gooseberry Falls in Minnesota. Looks up to 
see middle child heading to the edge of trail. People fall 
every year. Some die. I was further down the trail with the 
youngest. 

“He kept a firm grip on her for the rest of the walk.” 

16) Darrenedwards wrote, “He was playing outside in the 
sand box just 10 feet from me. I had the window and door 
open and could hear him playing. Suddenly I was aware that 
he wasn’t making any noise. I couldn’t find him. I searched 
the yard, I asked strangers on the street and made a larger 
and larger circle and met my neighbors. Ten long minutes 
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 and he was nowhere. Finally, we found him. He had curled 
up in his stroller and was asleep.” 

17) Goose-rider3000 wrote, “I, the father, had taken my 
four-year-old daughter into a public toilet in France, which 
was next to a main road. As we left, I let go of her hand for 
a split second as I looked away to close the door behind us. 
When I looked back, she was running into the main road as 
she’d seen her mum on the other side. From where I stood, 
my view of the road was obstructed so I couldn’t see if any 
cars were coming, and she had gone too far for me to catch 
her. By a complete miracle, she got safely over the road. It 
sends shivers down my spine remembering the helpless 
terror I felt when I saw her in the middle of the road.” 

AltharaD commented: 

“My mother was standing by the side of the road with me 
(age eight) and my brother (age five). She let go of my 
brother’s hand for just one second while she searched in her 
handbag for the keys to unlock the car. 

“My brother raced into the road in front of a car. I can’t 
remember if it was my mother or if I grabbed him, (this was 
nearly twenty years ago, now!), but luckily one of us hauled 
him back so he didn’t actually get hit. 

“My mother was so shaken after that I don’t think she let go 
of my brother’s hand near roads until he was in his early 
teens — which went over so well with a boy his age! 

“She’s been joking ever since that he’s not allowed to cross 
the road by himself until he’s 30.” 

megggie commented: 

“Having two young kids is such a juggling act. 

“I was leaving the store with my three-year-old holding my 
hand and my infant in a baby carrier on my chest. Three-
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 year-old pulls away and starts to run, and my reaction to lean 
down and grab her before she could get into the street almost 
dumped the baby out of the sling onto his head. 

“Once I had my daughter by the hand again, I sat on the curb 
and CRIED. They were both fine, but I was wrecked.” 

Liapocalypse1 commented, “I actually tripped while 
carrying my then-infant son in a baby carrier and almost 
cracked his skull open on the edge of a stone stair. (I live in 
a very old city by American standards so the sidewalks are 
very uneven in some parts of the city.) I tore my knees up 
badly, but by some miracle managed to stop my momentum 
millimeters before his head got smashed. I literally sat down 
in the middle of the sidewalk and bawled while my son 
looked at me baffled. He had no idea how close he came to 
being seriously injured that day and it chills me just thinking 
about it.” 

AltharaD commented, “My mother used to put a leash on me 
when I was a toddler. I think I ran away from her one too 
many times in public. She told me people used to look at her 
like she was a monster.” 

18) peripateticpeople wrote, “Went to the toilet, leaving the 
newborn asleep on a blanket on the floor (on top of a large 
fluffy carpet). Three-year-old was watching tv nearby. Came 
back to find baby literally rolled up in carpet like a dead 
body, three-year-old sitting on top, with a cushion under 
him, too. Still don’t know how he did it at all let alone so 
quickly, and how the baby was totally chilled and 
unharmed.” 

originalmimlet commented, “When my youngest was born, 
my third child had just turned two. Our ped looked at me 
very sternly and said, ‘NEVER EVER leave them alone 
together, even for a second. They will drop a baby to see if 
they bounce, they will smother them trying to wrap them up 
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 like a doll. NEVER leave them alone.’ I’m glad he told me 
that because she totally would have done something nuts.”33 

34. “Have You Reread Diary Entries From Your Teens / 
Twenties? If So, What Do You Wish You’d Written 
More About?” 

1) basic_mom wrote: 

“I wish I had never written in a diary. 

“I ended up shredding them all ten years ago in my early 
twenties. 

“I kept a diary from 9-17. I poured my heart into these pages. 
When I was 17, I was confronted by the police. I had written 
about an attraction I had to a teacher of mine and had been 
pretty descriptive about my sexual fantasies. My mother was 
reading my diary on the regular and I was unaware until that 
moment. I had to sit with the police and explain to these adult 
men that I had not been sexually penetrated by my teacher. 
Then I had to face that teacher and apologize that he had to 
deal with the cops, and now he awkwardly knew I was 
having fantasies about him. 

“Until that moment I had long dreamed of being a writer. I 
decided after that day that I would stop writing. My 
creativity was fully stifled until I left my mother’s house at 
23. I’m 32 now, and I still try to write from time to time, but 
I often catch myself holding back and worrying too much. 

 
33 Source: blamingpig456, “Parents of reddit, what are your ‘I looked 
away for ONE second’ stories?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/makbxa/parents_of_red
dit_what_are_your_I_looked_away_for/ >. 



 88 

 

 “In summary, moms — don’t read your kid’s fucking diary, 
it might just give them lifelong trust issues and totally 
destroy their belief in themselves as a writer.” 

rizaroni commented: 

“Oh, my god, this is ABSOLUTELY HORRIFYING and my 
worst nightmare. This is exactly why I am never comfortable 
keeping a journal, especially a handheld, handwritten one. 
I’ve shredded every single one I started. I do not trust that 
someone won’t find it and read it, and if god forbid 
something happened to me, I don’t want someone finding it 
and reading my super-private thoughts. 

“I cannot believe they made you apologize to your teacher 
for something you wrote in private. That must have been so 
traumatizing for you.” 

basic_mom responded, “I had to apologize to him because 
the cops questioned him the same time they questioned me. 
Poor guy was probably like, ‘What the fuck!’ He wasn’t mad 
at me; he just said it was best I keep my distance from him 
so no suspicions arise unnecessarily. The cops literally went 
to the school during after-hours and questioned him in his 
classroom, so ALL my teachers knew what was going on 
from the rumor mill. Senior year sucked.” 

moo_vagina commented, “Or maybe she should have talked 
to you first. I’m not trying to say that invading privacy is 
good, but since she did it maybe she could have just talked 
to you first and then escalated if it turned out to be true. She 
didn’t take you into account on any of this and that is 
upsetting.” 

basic_mom responded, “That’s what I told her as well. 
Obviously it was a total trust violation to read my diary to 
begin with. However, since she did it, it would have been 
better for her to just sit down with me so I could explain that 
it was fantasy writing for my own entertainment. Instead she 
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 showed my diary to her best friend, who encouraged her to 
go to the police. I was completely blindsided.” 

mechanical_birds commented: 

“I found out during college that my mom had been reading 
my journals since I was in middle school. Caused my 
enthusiasm for that hobby and outlet to immediately 
disappear. Over a decade of journaling just, poof, up like 
smoke. 

“I’ve written short stories off-and-on for funsies, but I can’t 
bring myself to write to be vulnerable or to vent or to process 
my emotions. That car just doesn’t run anymore. Shame, 
that.” 

Shes_Wicked commented, “I’m soooo sorry this happened 
to you ! A complete privacy breach. Keep trying to write. I 
can tell by the way you just wrote your experience here that 
you’d be great! I absolutely agree that parents should stay 
the hell out of kids’ diaries and to also let their room be their 
sanctuary. My mom snooped through my things and read my 
journal as well. She confronted me about an entry once and 
I remember being severely embarrassed, lividly angry, and 
so insecure in the way I couldn’t trust her. I panicked 
thinking about how long she’s been reading it for.” 

2) SnooPandas9094 wrote, “I wish I wrote more happy 
things. Whenever I wrote in my diary, it was a matter of 
‘venting’ over something that made me sad or angry — 
would’ve been nice to look back though it now with good 
memories mixed in there, too.” 

EfficientInfluence commented: 

“Same. I used to write a lot and in the end I always threw 
away my diaries. I kept some of the ‘better ones’ and even 
those were too hard and too cringy to read through. 
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 “My friends in middle school and I had a pass-around diary 
in which we scrap-booked and I still enjoy looking through 
those.” 

3) OhHeavens wrote, “I wish I wrote more about everyday 
things, like what did my parents cook for dinner, what 
friends and I were doing when we hung out, what tv shows 
was I watching, what bands did I see, etc.? More like a slice 
of life rather than endless drama about boys. I was a little 
obsessed.” 

aaru26 commented, “I feel like I had the opposite problem. 
I would casually mention something exciting and then 
completely ignore it and go on and on about what food I ate, 
where I went, the most mundane things. Kid-me had such a 
boring concept of what would be later fun or important.” 

4) BrusqueBiscuit wrote: 

“I used to put a song title with every journal entry, so I 
actually have playlists from my teen years, which is kinda 
neat. I grew up before the internet became ubiquitous so I 
had envelopes glued into my journal that had pictures tucked 
into them. These functions can be replaced by Spotify and 
social media now, but I liked the tucked-away details young-
me thought older-me would want to know. (I wrote like my 
journal was a time capsule for future-me, and I asked future-
me if we figured certain things out.) 

“I wish I had been able to write more freely in my journal, 
but I knew my mom might read it so I had a lot of references 
with clues that I’ve since forgotten.” 

thatfluffycloud commented, “I used to record my daily 
‘pimple count’ in each entry, so now I have a perfect record 
of my teenage acne. Totally as cool as a teenage playlist. 
However, I did also write song lyrics that I had stuck in my 
head sometimes, so I at least have that!” 
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 5) BlueHair7878 wrote, “I found an old journal, and I was 
shocked to find out how much I used to write about suicide, 
feeling worthless, wishing I’d never been born, etc. I don’t 
feel that way anymore and it’s scary to think what I may have 
done. I wish I’d documented more of the good things 
because there were good things. I just wasn’t seeing it at the 
time.”34 

35. “People Who Got Adopted, What Did It Feel Like 
When You Found Out You Got Adopted?” 

1) Still_Travel1292 wrote, “I found out when I was 13. It 
was always planned that my dad and my mom would tell me 
together, but after my mom passed when I was six, the task 
was left to him. When he sat me down to tell me ‘important 
news,’ I braced myself for something I thought was way 
more pressing. When he told me, I just said, ‘You’re my dad. 
I love you. (something along those lines). I do remember 
being in a bit of shock because of all the times I told people, 
‘I’m half German and Filipino,’ or asked my dad our 
heritage and heard his conversational misdirection. Knowing 
I’m just full Filipino changed a bit for me and my 
perspective. But to be truthful, it didn’t change anything of 
how I felt toward my parents. I often think about the 
sacrifices my dad had to go through to be a single parent with 
an adopted son. I’m 29 now and to think that he adopted me 
when he himself turned 27 is ridiculous to me, but I respect 
him for providing me a fuller-than-full childhood. He was a 
pilot and still managed to make it to most of my baseball 
games. I’m impressed how much love this man has. I’m glad 

 
34 Source: dead-tamagotchi, “Have you reread diary entries from your 
teens/twenties? If so, what do you wish you’d written more about?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 22 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mapf22/have_you_rer
ead_diary_entries_from_your/ >. 
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 that I just have the best dad in the world. He inspires me to 
love outside of myself.” 

Simalf commented, “I can just imagine the relief and joy 
your dad felt when you gave him that answer.” 

shadowCloudrift commented, “You should print this out and 
hand it to your dad on Father’s Day so he can frame it.” 

2) Flaky_Tip wrote: 

“My friend believed she was adopted from a young age, but 
her brother didn’t think she was so they bet thirty dollars on 
it. When they were thirteen and fourteen, their parents sat 
them down and explained that my friend was adopted. Her 
immediate reaction was, ‘Yes! Pay up! I won the bet!’ Her 
parents were so confused. 

“Edit: Yes, he paid up.” 

3) Informal_Analysis wrote: 

“I was adopted as a baby, and so were my little sisters. We 
were told from the very start that we were adopted, and it 
was explained at an age-appropriate level we were able to 
understand. (‘Your birthparents weren’t ready to be parents 
yet, so the adoption agency helped them. The adoption 
agency made us do a lot of tests to be sure that we were going 
to be good parents, and then we were able to adopt you.’) 

“So, for most of my early childhood, I thought this was 
completely normal and how all babies happened. You got 
the baby through the adoption agency, duh. Even once I 
realized it wasn’t the standard way families happened, it still 
felt completely normal. 

“I’m eternally grateful my parents did that. I’ve seen how 
messed up it can make kids when that sort of stuff is hidden 
from them or made to seem like a big, dark secret. 
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 “On the other hand, I’m eternally pissed off that people still 
refer to my birth family as my ‘real’ family. They aren’t. I 
might fight with my parents and yeah, they’ve messed up, 
but they were there for the bedtimes, the sick days, the 
homework, the family vacations, the meltdowns, the sibling 
fights, the medical emergencies, the graduations, all of it. I 
love my birth family, they’re like a very cool aunt and uncle 
that I’m close to, but they aren’t my parents. If anyone comes 
at me with that ‘blood is thicker than water’ bullcrap, I will 
gladly deliver these hands to them [idiom for ‘fight them’?] 
on behalf of Mom and Dad.”35 

36. “Teachers Of Reddit, What’s The Most Awkward 
Topic You’ve Had To Discuss With A Student Or 
Parent?” 

1) graeuk wrote: hellogoodbye78520,  

“I’m not a teacher, but I’ll never forget this. 

“One of our classmates was the ‘Bart Simpson’ of our school 

“One day he decided to bring in his mother’s dildo, and he 
was waving it at the girls during lunchbreak and chasing 
them around with it. The lunch lady wrestled it off him, 
which was immediately met with laughter and applause. 
(Even she smirked.) 

“About an hour later we saw him next to the school principal 
and his mother walking up to them at the reception desk. You 
could tell she wanted the earth to swallow her. We didn’t see 
him for a week after that, and he never spoke of it again.” 

 
35 Source: JustAqil, “People that got adopted, What did it feel like 
when you found you got adopted??” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mal0us/people_that_go
t_adopted_what_did_it_feel_like/>. 
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 graeuk added: 

“To clarify, we were 13 or 14 years old as a class. 

“He absolutely knew what it was and whose it was, so we 
were all pretty shocked that he would bring it into school to 
wave at people. 

“The image of the lunch lady wrestling him for it like it was 
a gun in an action movie will stay with me forever.” 

2) JekyllandJavert wrote: 

“Not a teacher, but I had 0 social skills in middle school. 
Let’s put it this way — if something itched and it was in front 
of me, I scratched it. 

“I was in a school play in eighth grade. I played the lead male 
role. I had serious jock itch sitting in the chair I had to sit in 
for most of the show and would scratch myself during 
rehearsals. Up there. On the stage. In front of everyone. 
During one of the rehearsals, the director (a man) took me 
into the prop closet and explained that I should absolutely 
not do that. Thankfully he had the grace not to tell my parents 
about it. But I tend to think that was one of the most awkward 
conversations he had to have as a teacher.” 

3) hanginonwith2fingers wrote: 

“Students were making comments about the stinky kid in 
class (freshman). Some tried to get me to move their seat 
away from him. 

“The parent-teacher conference came up, I can’t remember 
how long it had been going on, but I talk to his dad about it. 

“I don’t remember the words I used, but he was surprised 
and apologetic. The next day and from then on, the kid 
cleaned up and there were no more comments from the other 
students. 
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 “His senior year he was Prom King.”36 

37. “What Experience Turned Out To Be Not Nearly As 
Traumatic As It Was Made Out To Be?” 

1) bumblingbirdy wrote: 

“Losing my virginity. 

“Didn’t hurt. Wasn’t horrible. People made it out to be this 
whole big thing that would impact you forever. but I don’t 
even remember it, TBH [To Be Honest].” 

dixiecup3 wrote, “This. I was raised evangelical, and I was 
taught that losing your virginity ‘changes’ you. It didn’t 
change me at all.” 

2) KnittinAndBitchin wrote: 

“On the one-year anniversary of the death of my little 
brother, I was hyped for how hard it would be. All the books 
I read and resources online were like, ‘It brings it all back, 
it’s really hard, be with family if you can, it will be rough.’ 
In the days leading up to the anniversary, I think I cried 
almost constantly, readying myself for the third worst day of 
my life (first was his death, second was telling my niece that 
her father died). 

“But the actual day was … well, honestly, it was a lovely 
day. I spent it at my parents’ house. Yes, I cried very hard in 
the morning, and we all had a great big group hug and cried 
about his loss. But after that, it was just a really nice day. My 
niece spent the day with us, and we both went out to the 

 
36 Source: “Teachers of Reddit, what’s the most awkward topic you’ve 
had to discuss with a student or parent?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/maxusz/teachers_of_re
ddit_whats_the_most_awkward_topic/ >. 
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 comic book store, where I bought her a Raven comic and 
some dice. On the way back she spotted a Hawaiian ice store 
and asked if we could get some. She had no way of knowing, 
but when my brother and I were little kids, my dad would 
take us to the same comic book store and stop at the same 
Hawaiian ice store on the way home. So naturally I 
immediately said, ‘Absolutely,’ and we sat outside having 
our treat while she told me about school and how annoyed 
she was by COVID. When we got back to my parents’ home, 
we girls made cookies while my dad cooked us burgers on 
the grill, and then we watched a movie until it was time for 
my niece to leave. 

“It was a great day. The only thing missing was my brother, 
but he still made his presence known in little ways all 
throughout the day.” 

beckity_boppity_boop commented: 

“Hugs to you. 

“I can relate. The anniversary of my sister’s death is always 
a surprisingly lovely day. My family spends it together doing 
something that honors my sister, like making her favorite 
meal or going to a place she loved. We also leave notes and 
/ or flowers at her roadside memorial and swap memories 
throughout the day. 

“It’s certainly an emotional day but not a bad one.” 

KnittinAndBitchin responded, “Yes, we told my niece many 
stories about what her dad was like as a little kid. I was a 
ridiculously boring child, spent all my time reading and 
drawing, there are basically zero fun stories about me unless 
you consider ‘and then she painted X-Men on her walls after 
politely asking permission to do so’ a fun story. But my 
brother? Oh, lord, he’s the reason they make leashes for 
children. Tons of super-fun stories, and my niece really 
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 loved hearing all of them … and we sure liked telling them, 
too.” 

3) uriboo wrote: 

“Totally random and funny story to disperse among the 
others: 

“One time doing a teaching internship, I was required to 
observe several teachers giving their class. This one teacher, 
we’ll call him Bob. Big guy. Huge. Tall and broader than a 
door. Loud, deep voice. Ex-cop. And for two weeks I was 
warned every other day like, listen, Bob is really 
unconventional, he screams at the kids, it’s a jarring 
experience, just be prepared. He’s scary and weird. 
Seriously. Just sit in the back and try to ignore him. A few 
of my intern colleagues went and came back either with eyes 
glazed over or completely speechless. Everybody told me to 
just be brave and it would all be over soon enough. 

“So like any other sane woman, I was terrified. Big men 
scare me, men who scream and shout way more. I had 
several panic attacks about observing his class. I even saw 
my doc in the hopes of getting something to calm my nerves 
(which was denied, which you know, fair enough, really). 
Then the day of observation arrived. 

“This man was the funniest, sassiest, most dramatic guy I 
had ever seen and we literally had the exact same teaching 
style (except I’m 5’5 and as physically intimidating as a 
guinea pig). It was the best fun I’d had observing a class in 
years. We got on like a house on fire. I had to leave that 
school weeks after (medical issues), but I end up thinking 
about him often. I hope he’s doing well.” 

4) lydviciousss wrote, “I had an abortion when I was 27. I 
was mostly embarrassed and felt ashamed that I got 
pregnant. The experience for me was not traumatic at all. 
The staff at the clinic were amazing and kind, the therapist I 
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 spoke to before the procedure was helpful and 
compassionate. The Fentanyl / Hydromorphone / Vicodin 
combination I was offered was amazing. I didn’t spend one 
moment feeling regret or shame afterward. I have always 
been lucky enough to not really PMS, I never suffered with 
cramps or anything, but the cramps the next day (I had an 
IUD inserted at the same time) were so intense they woke 
me up in the middle of the night. So other than that, the 
amount of time I spent at the clinic, and not being allowed to 
leave by myself, it was anything but traumatic for me.” 

5) mmm_taters wrote: 

“Well, I feel really weird posting this because everyone 
else’s are so mild, but here’s mine: DEATH. 

“Watching someone die. 

“He drowned. I tried to help him. I couldn’t get the water out 
of his lungs. It’s not like the movies where you do CPR and 
the person spits the water out. He struggled to breathe. and 
even after he fell unconscious I kept trying but it didn’t work. 
He died. 

“I went numb. Not callous or cold, just … muted. No 
emotion. I thought there would be lots of dramatic crying 
and floods of emotion, but instead I continued feeling numb. 
I did break down and cry later that evening when I was alone, 
but I cried only that once. In the months after, I had no 
nightmares, or flashbacks, or intense emotional disturbances 
… none of that. I just felt heavy and numb and tired. Too 
tired for any emotions. 

“It was traumatic. Just not in the way I was expecting. 

“I don’t know. I’ve never said this stuff to anyone except my 
therapist.” 
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 6) barmitzvahmoney wrote, “Getting my shoelace stuck in a 
elevator. All that happened was it snapped off and my mom 
literally told me I would die if that happened.” 

7) damireeseetc wrote, “A papsmear. Honestly, I barely felt 
it.” 

8) NatureAviation wrote, “Visiting a nudist resort. It is 
actually relaxing and not at all embarrassing or judgmental, 
and there are no ‘perfect’ bodies.” 

9) bejewel wrote, “Childbirth. I spent nine months 
absolutely terrified of it, only to have the easiest labor and 
delivery ever. Induced at 9:30, I was a big enough weenie 
that I got the epidural at 10 (just in time), and gave birth at 
12:21 with zero complications. Little dude just popped right 
out!”37 

38. “Women, What Tips Do You Have For Maintaining 
A Sex-Positive Outlook For A Healthier Sex Life?” 

The Original Poster, ihugsy1, added, “Healthy means to be 
comfortable, safe, and enjoyable.” 

1) mysecretoutlet, a woman, wrote, “I’m struggling to 
understand why you need to maintain one for the other. Sex 
— if it is something you want — should always be 
something you enjoy, feel comfortable, and feel safe doing. 
The positive outlook on sex should come from this 
experience, rather than having to actively ‘maintain’ such an 
outlook to enjoy yourself.” 

 
37 Source: Oberon777, “What experience turned out to be not nearly as 
traumatic as it was made out to be?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mamlyx/what_experie
nce_turned_out_to_be_not_nearly_as/ >. 
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 ihugsy1 responded: 

“I meant tips regarding being confident (which improves the 
experience), feeling shame, having religious concerns, 
feeling nervousness, being the first time, feeling pressure to 
have orgasms, and many more. 

“A bit vague but each person’s experience is different so 
whatever tip they have in maintaining a healthy outlook to 
any of these concerns / attitudes.” 

mtsecretoutlet replied: 

“Ahh, gotcha! Just a communication difficulty. :) I hope that, 
on confidence, I can offer lots of help! 

“Though, firstly, I’m afraid I cannot help as far as religious 
concerns go, because I am not religious. Sex is a natural, 
normal, enjoyable experience and it should — if anything — 
be celebrated, not shamed and condemned as sin. 

I think the biggest thing you can do for your confidence is 
figure out what works for you — so, masturbate. Explore 
yourself, explore what you like, what feels good, what 
doesn’t feel so good. If you haven’t done other things 
(usually associated with foreplay, but they can count as sex 
entirely on their own if you want!) with your partner, build 
up with these first. Don’t just jump straight into sex — that 
would definitely be nerve wracking! Explore each other 
together, over time, build up that desire and ease together, as 
a team. Open, honest, and respectful communication is key. 

“This could also hopefully help with issues of shame? A 
good sexual partner should never make you feel shameful, 
pressured, disappointed, insecure, anything. Whether that’s 
a ONS [One-Night Stand] or your spouse. You should never 
feel nervous or worried to ask them to do things a different 
way, to show them what you like, to tell them no, to tell them 
you’ve changed your mind, to use a condom … any of it. If 
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 you ever find yourself in bed with someone who isn’t 
respecting your boundaries, you have every right to stop 
things at *any* point. 

“For orgasms — again, masturbating will help. Remember, 
something like 70% of women can’t, or seriously struggle, 
to orgasm from penetration alone. The clitoris is your best 
friend. Don’t get hung up on G spots and timing and looking 
sexy while enjoying yourself. Focus solely on what feels 
good, and not on orgasming. Don’t treat the big O as the 
‘goal’ of sex — it’s about the journey, not the destination.” 

2) KendraValley, a woman, wrote: 

“Be comfortable and be confident! Also do not be afraid to 
try something new just because you ‘think’ you might not 
like it. There have been a few sexual things I have tried that 
I was hesitant to try, and now I enjoy them. 

“But on the flip side, do not be afraid to express how you 
feel. If you are uncomfortable or not enjoying something, 
speak up. That only makes the experience better for 
everyone.” 

3) crazykekosama, a woman, wrote: 

“Remember that sex is just a part of life. There is no shame 
in it. 

“Get to know what you like outside of a relationship / 
partner. Masturbate, read erotica, or watch some porn, check 
out those will / want / won’t lists and get to know what you 
like and what you definitely don’t want to do. 

“Then take that knowledge and stick to it. Especially when 
it comes to someone disrespecting your boundaries. You 
don’t need to stick around for that. 
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 “Communicate with your partner. Again, there is no shame 
to this. It shouldn’t be embarrassing. If your partner doesn’t 
want to communicate or makes it embarrassing, move on. 

“Sex is what you want it to be. You want to have a bunch of 
one-night stands? Go for it. You want to wait until you’re in 
a serious relationship? Go for it. But it’s about what you 
want. Not what’s trendy or your friends or doing or what 
your partner is trying to get you to do. 

“Honestly, the biggest thing for me is that I know what I like 
and I know how to enjoy myself on my own. A sexual 
partner is just a bonus. And for them to be a bonus they need 
to be a good communicator, respectful, and care about my 
pleasure. If they don’t, then it’s not worth my time. 

“Oh, and as for safe — obviously birth control, condoms, 
STI [Sexually Transmitted Infection] and STD [Sexually 
Transmitted Disease] testing, etc.”38 

39. “What’s A Secret Your Family Kept From You Until 
You Were Old Enough To Understand?” 

Fern_2808 wrote, “I was adopted. I was told at the age of 
six, which is smart because it becomes a natural part of your 
life and you learn to accept it early on. The reason why I got 
adopted was a bit complicated, so they told me at age 17, 
which worked out fine.” 

Fern_2808 added, “Short Summary: Back in 1999 Chile had 
a lot of poverty. I was very VERY sick. When I was less than 
a week old, I had already ended up with meningitis, airway 

 
38 Source: ihugsy1, “Women, what tips do you have for maintaining a 
sex positive outlook for a healthier sex life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 
March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/md6k0e/women_what
_tips_do_you_have_for_maintaining_a_sex/ >. 
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 infections, and diarrhea. My biological parents found it best 
to abandon me near a hospital so that I could be found 
because they didn’t have the money they needed. They knew 
that if they had kept me, I would die, and so they made that 
sacrifice of leaving me. The people working on me while I 
was very sick didn’t actually have much faith in my survival, 
but I pulled through. Then an orphanage in Temuco got a 
call that a child needed a family and so I ended up there for 
a year-ish before I got adopted.” 

Olealicat commented, “I really feel for your biological 
parents. That was the most loving and selfless parental thing 
that they could have done.” 

Fern_2808 replied, “Yeah, can’t imagine having to make the 
choice: Leave your child and never see them again, or keep 
them and watch them die. Can’t have been easy.”39 

40. “For Those Of You Who Have Gone Through Or Are 
Currently Going Through Pregnancy, What’s The 
Silliest Thing You’ve Cried Over?” 

1) New-Key-9377 wrote, “Derek Jeter’s last baseball game 
of his career. It was a news story at 6 am the day after. I 
didn’t know who the fuck he was, and I never watched 
baseball. But I was blubbering like a big baby.”  

2) GreenMountain85 wrote: 

“When I was pregnant with my first, I lived with my dad for 
most of my pregnancy and one of the few foods I could eat 
was grapefruit. Something about the sourness. Anyways, my 

 
39 Source: mediastoosocial, “What’s a secret your family kept from you 
until you were old enough to understand?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 
March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/meb4sa/whats_a_secret
_your_family_kept_from_you_until/ >. 
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 dad went to work early and would leave a half of a grapefruit 
wrapped up on the table for me, which was really sweet of 
him because he knew how sick I was. One morning he left a 
note: ‘Forgot to get grapefruit at the store! But here’s an 
orange.’ 

“I cried because I wanted a grapefruit!” 

3) Thr0w4w4y_96 wrote, “I was pregnant with my second 
child and ugly-cried holding my oldest because he made the 
cutest sounds and looked at me with those big round eyes. 
His chubby little fingers held onto mine for dear life and he 
giggled when he saw me sniffling. Their father called to 
check in on me, heard me crying, and drove home at the 
speed of light despite me explaining to him over and over 
again I just loved our son so much and couldn’t wait to see 
our daughter when she arrives.” 

sivbarat commented, “I’m not a mom, but I’ve cried for the 
same because of my cat.” 

4) Interesting_Sea7593 wrote: 

“It was my sister’s birthday, so my husband and sisters all 
went to my parents’ house to have the annual birthday dinner 
and cake. 

“While we were eating cake, I asked where it came from 
because it was so delicious. My mom got embarrassed 
because it came from a supermarket, not a fancy bakery. (So 
what? Who cares?) She told me I couldn’t ask that question. 

“I just broke out crying at the table in front of everyone, 
muttering, ‘It’s just so delicious. I want to buy one,’ quickly 
followed by laughter. I’m not generally an emotional person, 
and I felt so ridiculous crying over a cake. Then we all started 
laughing and now my family always makes it a point to let 
me know where the birthday cakes come from.” 
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 5) Whatnopickles wrote, “I loved Fruity Pebbles and my 
favorite sister-in-law made me Fruity Pebbles Rice Crispy 
treats. I would eat one every day. Well my husband decided 
he thought they were no good and threw them away. Judging 
by the tears I shed, you would have thought I had lost a 
family member.” 

6) searedscallops wrote: 

“Tissues (like Kleenex) existing. Just the thought of people 
using them when crying made me cry. 

“To note: I’m a crier in general, but pregnancy amplified it 
like crazy.” 

7) Jazzvani wrote, “I cried when I bought an advent calendar 
in Nov and realized that I wouldn’t be able to open it until 
Dec.” 

8) Laurylizzie wrote, “Currently almost 33 weeks pregnant. 
I cried because I wanted frozen berries and we were all out, 
I cried over a picture of a sad-looking dog on Facebook, I 
cried with a lot of tv shows, I cried hearing some random 
songs, I cried when I was out of breath from putting on 
socks, and I cried over simply realizing I love my husband. 
Anything is a reason, really.” 

9) drunkenknitter wrote, “I cried because I was hungry and 
didn’t know what I wanted to eat.”40 

  

 
40 Source: Brittboy2496, “For those of you who have gone through or 
currently going through pregnancy, what’s the silliest thing you’ve 
cried over?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mebtr4/for_those_of_
you_who_have_gone_through_or/ >. 
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 Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “Bisexual And Lesbian Women: Describe A Time 
When You Came Out To A Girlfriend And Your 
Friendship Changed. Did It Change For The Worse Or 
For The Better?” 

1) kelmo7 wrote, “Someone I know was accused of being a 
predator. She has lots of female friends and one of them 
accused her of being nice in order to sleep with the friends. 
My takeaway was that for some LGBT persons, they are 
judged like men. Not every man befriends a woman to sleep 
with them. Same applies for lesbians.” 

silam39 wrote, “I find a lot of people are so dang narcissistic. 
Like, the second you reveal you’re attracted to their gender, 
their immediate reaction is, ‘Oh, well, obviously that means 
you’re attracted to me in particular because how could you 
possibly not?’” 

aqua33s commented: 

“Right? Then you just go, ‘Oh, hell, no. You are NOT my 
type.” 

“Then they just get offended. Oh, well!” 

2) Shallow-ishPuddle wrote: 

“Only one friend acted weird about it while everyone else 
didn’t really care or were already part of the LGBTQ+ 
community. 

“I had mentioned in passing a girl whom I wanted to ask out, 
and my friend seemed taken aback. We used to be really 
close and hugged a lot, but after she found out she seemed to 
keep me at arm’s length and wouldn’t look me in the eye. I 
finally asked her if I said or did something that pissed her off 
and she said she was worried I was going to try and make a 
move on her. I laughed and said she wasn’t my type. She got 
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 offended and started asking me why she ‘wasn’t good 
enough for a d*ke,’ and I just left. Afterward, we only ever 
hung out in groups and barely talked. 

“That was in high school, and I haven’t seen her since.” 

3) starfishstratosphere wrote: 

“Me: I’m bi.  

“Friend: I’m not blind.  

“Relationship continues on as normal since she apparently 
already ‘knew’ I was bi.” 

4) ConsciousCryptic wrote: 

“Seeing as the majority of my friend pool is very open, 
diverse, and liberal in their beliefs / orientation, nothing 
changed. 

“We all have genuine and caring respect for one another and 
highly respect each other’s boundaries. It just enhanced 
that.” 

5) Colonel_Katz wrote: 

“It didn’t exactly change for the worse, but it definitely 
didn’t help. I was extremely nervous coming out of the closet 
to her anyway, as even in Petersburg (easily the most pro-
LGBT city in the country), women like us aren’t exactly 
safe. I felt she deserved to know, and she just … kind of 
blankly stared at me, asked if this was my way of asking her 
out, and then changed the subject. 

“I’m still friends with her, but she doesn’t confide in me as 
much anymore about things going on in her life. She used to 
ask me for advice about her own relationship and things like 
that, but she hasn’t since. At least she doesn’t tell anyone 
else.” 
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 Note by David Bruce: I wonder if Petersburg is St. 
Petersburg in Russia. That city and Moscow have a 
population of LGBT people in a country that is in some ways 
hostile to them. 

6) thewall9 wrote: 

“How someone will react to a coming out is really 
unpredictable. Most of my girlfriends were pretty cool about 
it. Some of them were really glad to know that I trusted them 
enough to be open about it (in those cases our relationship 
became even stronger). 

“With others I didn’t even need to come out, since they 
already noticed it and they implicitly let me know that 
everything was ok. Another friend of mine was so happy 
about it because she always thought I was bi and was so 
excited to be right. Lol. 

“I had some unpleasant reactions like, ‘Ok, but don’t try to 
hit on me,’ which is really a tactless thing to say. Or even 
girls who are a little bit insecure and try to ‘seduce’ you to 
reinforce their self-esteem (like sending pictures wearing 
lingerie to see you reaction, even though they’re not really 
interested in you). 

“Generally, I started to say I pay more attention about setting 
certain boundaries: I think it’s extremely important to mark 
a distinction between friendships and romance in order to 
avoid useless and hurtful drama.” 

7) dodging_bullets3 wrote, “I was so worried some of my 
friendships would change for the worse, but they all changed 
for the better. (That’s what happens when you finally can be 
happy as yourself.) The best part is now getting nudes from 
my bi friends.” 

8) Luliel wrote: 
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 “I once took this sexuality test thing that I shared with my 
friend because I thought it was interesting. (It was some kind 
of like 0-5 scale where 0 is asexual, 1 is straight, 5 is gay and 
then the in-betweens are more bi / pan. I can’t remember 
what the scale is called, though.) 

“I sort of off handedly said that I wasn’t sure where I was, 
but it wasn’t a 1 and was probably somewhere in the middle. 
(I say offhandedly but I was nervous. Lol.) Then she was 
like, ‘Yeah, me, too.’ 

“So we sort of ended up coming out to each other by 
accident. It brought us closer together and gave us both a safe 
space to be ourselves.”41 

42. “Ladies, How Do We Keep Our Daughters Safe? 
What Do You Teach Your Daughter When Something 
As Simple As Going To The Grocery Store Results In 
Men Leering And Staring?” 

1) asyouwish_lray wrote, “Teach them the correct names for 
their body parts, never force physical contact (making them 
hug or kiss family when they don’t want to), teach them the 
language they need both to say no and to communicate if 
someone harms them. Empower them to never choose 
someone else’s ego over their own comfort.” 

AmbiguousFrijoles commented: 

“I lived in Texas for a long time. When my daughter started 
middle school, they handed out a sex education paper that 

 
41 Source: glassofwhine, “Bisexual and lesbian women: Describe a time 
when you came out to a girl friend and your friendship changed. Did it 
change for worse or for the better?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mdwet9/bisexual_and
_lesbian_women_describe_a_time_when/ >. 
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 needed to be signed saying we would not be teaching sex ed 
in the home and that when the child reached high school, 
they would start abstinence sex ed. I balled that shit up and 
threw it behind the counter. Sorry, but my kids all know age-
appropriate information and proper biological names. 

“They asked that I tell my daughter to refer to her private 
area as a cookie, so as to not spread foul language with the 
other student. 

“Foul language. A cookie. 

“If she were assaulted, touched, molested or raped … am I 
really asking her to call her vulva a cookie? Is that what she 
would tell a teacher? The school nurse? The police? ‘He 
touched my cookie.’ 

“I’ve never been so angry in my life.”42 

43. What Is The Nicest Thing A Man (Who Wasn’t 
Family Or A Potential Relationship) Has Done For You? 

1) MadamKitsune wrote: 

“When I was in my early 20’s, shy and not very confident, I 
was being hassled in a pub by someone who wasn’t taking 
even a harsh ‘Get lost!’ as an answer and an older gent whom 
I was on ‘hello’ terms with stepped in and said, ‘Leave my 
daughter alone.’ They guy scarpered and I started talking 
more in depth with him and we became good friends. Over 

 
42 Source: I-should-know-NOT, “Ladies - how do we keep our 
daughters safe? What do you teach your daughter when something as 
simple as going to the grocery store results in men leering and staring?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 27 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/merud6/ladies_how_d
o_we_keep_our_daughters_safe_what_do/ >. 
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 time I found out he’d lost a daughter in infancy and I’d never 
had a dad in my life so we ended up adopting each other. 

“We spent the next 20 years being ‘father and daughter.’ He 
took me places and told me about life and did all the things 
a dad really should for his daughter. When he fell ill, I was 
the one who got him to hospital and I was the one who spent 
his last hours holding his hand, combing his hair, talking to 
him and finally reading aloud to him when I ran out of things 
to say. At his funeral his brother asked me to choose the 
songs and shape the service. I took in his cat to join my own 
tribe ….” 

MadamKitsune added: 

“Thank you, everyone, for your kind words and awards. It’s 
been three years, and I still shed a few tears writing my post. 
The old fella (as I called him) was proof that family isn’t 
always about the people we’re born to. And because this is 
Reddit, I’m including Cat Tax [a photograph of a cat] as part 
of my thank you. This is Lucy Lugless, so named because 
she has no ears. As far as we could guess, she was in some 
kind of accident at some point. (She’s missing a few toes and 
has had a broken leg as well.) As soon as the old fella saw 
her in the rescue, he turned to me and said, ‘That’s the one I 
want!’ He knew that she’d struggle to find a home as she was 
older and looked different so he decided to spring her from 
‘cat jail.’ That’s the kind of man he was. 

“Lucy Lugless: https://imgur.com/gallery/6ZTFf3o ” 

selimnh commented, “This reminds me so much of a man 
whom I consider to be my grandfather. When I was born, he 
basically stepped into that role alongside my grandma, who 
wasn’t dating him, but they went everywhere together. That 
man picked me up every single day from elementary school 
up until I got my license, took me places on the weekends 
with my grandma, took my sister and me on trips to the city, 
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 you name it. He passed a few years ago of a severe stroke 
and I still miss him. But he really did teach me that love is 
so much more than family, and I am so grateful to have had 
him and his kindness and generosity in my life.” 

Pianist-Pure commented, “Just as he taught you that love is 
so much more than family, I feel like your presence in his 
life reminded him of one of his places in this world: as your 
grandfather. I’m so happy you had a bond like that in this 
life, even though I know it must be hard missing him. I’m 
sending love and thoughts your way, prayers, too, when 
times feel tough, if you’re open to them. Thank you for 
writing your comment here today, too. It genuinely made my 
day brighter, along with the person you replied to above. 
Cheers, and have a great day!” 

SunneDai commented, “This is similar to my story, too. My 
mom worked in a lab and became best friends with the head 
of the lab. He and his wife ended up losing their daughter a 
couple months before my parents adopted me. My mom, 
him, and I would go out to lunch every week until I was 
about two. And that was when I announced to everyone that 
I was to go home with him. I started spending more time with 
his wife and him, and when I got older started having my 
own weekly lunches and then go home to spend time with 
them. My father was very absent, and when he did actually 
decide to be around, he was abusive. And this man has 
become my best friend, father, mentor, and grandfather all 
bundled into one person. I always thought he was so selfless 
to take on this sass of a girl (I still do), but I’ve come to find 
out just how much he needed me, too. I’m in my late 20s and 
he’s in his late 80s now, and he is still my most favorite 
person in the world.” 

2) Beabandit wrote: 

“I was heavily pregnant and went alone to buy materials in a 
specialized shop. (I had to because it was the last day for a 
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 special offer and husband was working.) The sales assistant 
helped me get what I needed and put it in a cart. He asked 
me if I had more things to buy and as I did not, he took me 
to the cashier, pushing the cart for me. He made me pass the 
line and asked the cashier to call him again once I was 
finished with payment. The cashier called him back when I 
was finished, and he came back to push my cart to my car 
and loaded my trunk with the heavy stuff. 

“I never asked for a thing, but I honestly have never been so 
grateful. He was thoughtful and kind.” 

3) dk12-85, a female, wrote, “A friend whom I hadn’t 
spoken to in a while knew I was having a hard time at home 
and let me move into his house (rent-free) until I could get 
back on my feet, and he helped me get a job at his work. I 
was at a very low point, and he has no idea he saved me from 
the thoughts that were beginning to consume me.” 

4) chasethestuff wrote: 

“During a very low point in my life, I had hooked up a couple 
times with a guy when he asked me over to his house for an 
overnight. 

“The next morning I heard him stir and he whispered in my 
ear to sleep in. 

“Sometime later I woke up and found him outside. He had 
changed the oil in my car and completely cleaned and 
detailed this vehicle that I’d been neglecting because of my 
depression. 

“I’d recently ended a long-term, very emotionally abusive 
relationship where my partner NEVER did thoughtful things 
for me. I was so touched by this kind gesture that I nearly 
cried. 
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 “It was more than that, though. I needed to see and feel 
kindness from another human and he provided it, at the same 
time showing me I was worthy of receiving kindness. It was 
a huge eye-opener after such a long time of feeling 
worthless. 

“We are still together.” 

5) Rencyy wrote: 

“On a trip visiting family, I had a huge anxiety attack and 
was in a lot of (emotional) pain around three in the morning, 
and I hid in the closet with my phone. I had the number of 
this guy who I would sometimes play video games with, but 
other than that, I didn’t know him at all and vice versa. Had 
never even met him in real life. If I had anyone else, I would 
have called them instead but I had no one … at that time in 
my life I didn’t have any friends. On a whim, I called him, I 
remember getting embarrassed and almost hanging up, but 
he picked up on the third ring. I honestly don’t remember 
what was said, but he stayed on the phone with me until I 
calmed down and he consoled me while I cried. 

“That has been one of the kindest things anyone has ever 
done for me, to this day. :))” 

6) SophieCatastrophe wrote: 

“I used to get dragged to my older brother’s rugby matches 
in all weather. This particular day was freezing cold and it 
was an all-day tournament. This man could see I was 
unhappy and bored (and cold!) and took me to McDonald’s 
and bought me a happy meal. I was 9 and this will always 
stick with me because 1. My dad was abusive and I’d never 
realised other people’s dads loved them and wanted to spend 
time with them and 2. My dad was (is) a vegan so I had a 
McDonald’s meal only when I was invited to birthday 
parties. 
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 “That same man used to come into the pub where I worked 
when I was 18 and always put money behind the bar for me 
whenever he ordered. I’m now 36 and I’m the mum at the 
football matches who buys sweets for the bored siblings on 
the sidelines all because that man taught me how good it 
feels for kids to be noticed.” 

7) PurrPrinThom wrote: 

“I had moved to a new city and mostly walked everywhere. 
I didn’t normally take the bus. A friend was coincidentally 
passing through, and I took the bus to meet with her where 
she was staying. 

“I ended up staying later than I thought and caught the last 
bus home. It was the same route I had taken on the way up 
and I thought nothing of it, until I got on the bus and noticed 
that the ‘Destination’ was listed as being a major road only 
about halfway home for me. 

“I went downstairs to the driver and asked why it said the 
bus wasn’t doing the full route, and he told me that past 
11pm, the buses completed only half the route. 

“It wasn’t crazy late, maybe only like 12:30, but it was easily 
a 45-minute walk, at night, by myself, through a not-great 
area to get back home. I started asking about what other 
buses were available to get me back, and the driver told me 
there were none. This was the last bus. Seeing I was 
panicked, he told me to make sure I was the last one off the 
bus. I said okay. 

“We got to the last stop, everyone else got off, and the driver 
asked what number the stop closest to my house was. I told 
him, and he took me there, all by myself, even though his 
shift was over.” 

raginghappy commented, “The door to my house was a street 
away from the bus stop, but still visible. It was the last stop 
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 on the route. One night / morning I was coming home after 
a very late party, and the bus driver told me he was going to 
stay at the stop to watch to make sure I got into my door 
safely. To this day it makes me happy that a stranger cared 
enough to see I’d be ok.” 

RANDOM-HERO commented: 

“I had two bus drivers do similar for me. When I was 17, I 
was busing home with my dog after his training lessons and 
I dropped my wallet on the last bus during the switch over. I 
waved down the bus route going the opposite direction and 
explained my situation. He told me to hop on, and he radioed 
to the other buses / dispatch until they found my wallet. He 
met up with the bus along his route, and I got my wallet back. 
My stop was the last stop of the route, and by the time I got 
my wallet back and the route was over, he was done for the 
night but he told me to stay on and dropped me off at my 
apartment building instead. (I think it was about midnight at 
this point.) Forever grateful to him for his kindness. 

“The other time was actually a year earlier, when I was 16 I 
was taking the bus to visit my friend about an hour’s drive 
away by car, so it was a several-hour bus ride. That night at 
work, I was held up at gunpoint. I had a shotgun pointed at 
me, had to sit through giving my statement to the police, and 
then immediately had to jump on a bus all alone. 

“I was a bit frazzled that night and missed my stop, and asked 
the driver when my stop was when I recognized the town I 
was supposed to be in. She told me I’d missed my stop, and 
asked me where I was going. I told her my friend’s mum was 
supposed to pick me up from my stop, and I was to call when 
I arrived. She finished the route, and then drove me back to 
my stop and waited there until my friend’s mom arrived to 
pick me up. 
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 “There’s some wonderful people in the world, and we 
shouldn’t forget it.” 

8) shockolat19 wrote, “It was winter, and I had to go watch 
a netball game with my three-month-old son bundled up. I 
sat on the side of the court and a big gruff bearded man 
walked up to me, smiled and cooed at my son and handed 
me a hot chocolate because it looked like I needed warming 
up. I’ll never forget that man. He was a beautiful soul.” 

9) blackandorangecats wrote: 

“I was in the city centre with a baby strapped to my chest 
and a toodler swinging from my arm. It was lashing rain and 
some bloke handed me his umbrella and just walked off. 

“I wish I could have tracked him down to thank him.” 

can-opener-in-a-cat commented, “I suspect you meant 
‘toddler,’ but frankly I love the word ‘toodler’ so much 
more.” 

10) amazingstillitseems wrote, “A friend I got to know 
through an online group traveled to Japan and offered to send 
me backups of some Japanese cosmetics I really enjoyed. I 
PayPaled him some money, but when it turned out the 
shipping cost a lot more than we expected, he said, ‘Don’t 
sweat it,’ and just paid the difference out of pocket.” 

11) buddyknowles wrote, “About 12 years ago, I had been 
left by my daughter’s dad and was adjusting to life as a single 
mum. It was a bad winter and coming up to Christmas and I 
had managed to save enough to make sure I could cover 
buying everyone gifts and paying bills. As the ground was 
covered in snow, I hit a really bad pot hole that burst two 
tyres. I drove to work and the workshop guy who I never 
really interacted with looked and confirmed I would need 
two new tyres. I just burst out crying because I knew that 
would be all my savings. I didn’t realise it, but he called 
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 round the local scrap yards and got two tyres for me for £10. 
He went and collected them and put them on for me. It is to 
date one of the sweetest , kindest things anyone ever did for 
me. He didn’t need to help, but he did and I’m so grateful.” 

12) DiviFail wrote: 

“My car battery died after a particularly cold winter season 
when I was on a grocery run. I have jumper cables in the car 
but couldn’t find anyone to help me get up and running. I 
called my mechanic as I didn’t know what to do or who to 
call being new in this city. The shop he worked for doesn’t 
normally come out and help customers with dead car 
batteries, but I was panicking and half driven to tears 
(anxiety sucks) by the point I had him on the phone. After a 
short while he said, ‘Well, I have to head out for a different 
matter anyway, so I’ll stop by and help you.’ I thanked him 
profusely both on the phone and in person. 

“As it turned out, it was not on the way for him; it was 15 
minutes (one way) in the wrong direction, on the other side 
of town. Of course I went to the shop for a new battery and 
made sure to mention him by name to his boss. I did, 
however, ‘forget’ to mention that I wasn’t really on the way 
at all. I hope he got a raise.”43 

44. “What Is A Mistake You Made That You Turned 
Into A Lesson?” 

1) chortlesandgiggles wrote: 

“Oh, man, there have been so many. 

 
43 Source: MauiMadMan, “What is the nicest thing a man (that wasn’t 
family or a potential relationship) has done for you?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 28 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mexoaq/what_is_the_
nicest_thing_a_man_that_wasnt_family/ >. 
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 “I remember when I was a freshman or sophomore in 
college, I walked past a group of construction workers who 
were eating lunch. I remember thinking, ‘Oh, great, they’re 
probably going to say something nasty.’ And sped up. Sure 
enough, after I’d passed them, I heard, ‘Hey, miss! Wait!’ I 
ignored him and I could hear him running to catch up to me, 
so I spun around and said, ‘What?’ in the rudest way. He 
stopped and held out my phone, which had fallen out of my 
bag when I flung it to the other shoulder while I was rushing 
past them. I was mortified. Lesson learned: Don’t assume the 
worst about people.” 

2) fruity444 wrote, “Accepting a shoulder massage during a 
first date. Because I inevitably ended up on my back with 
him between my legs.” 

Drachenfuer commented about a massage: 

“The date turned out so well that I wanted the massage to go 
further. But that’s just it, it didn’t. He gave me a wonderful 
massage, had me relaxed and comfortable, and didn’t take it 
any further. First time in my young life, a guy didn’t try to 
go for home base on the first date. Acted like a total 
gentleman. I really respected that and learned that men don’t 
always want sex and they can actually ‘court’ without 
expecting something in return. 

“After 27 year of wonderful marriage with this man, I can 
tell you his hands are truly magical. Even more luckily, the 
rest is magical, too!” 

3) anonymous_rose wrote, “I took the most important person 
in my life for granted. Luckily we didn’t argue much, but 
there are regrets there. At times I wasn’t nice and thought 
he’d be around forever. At 27 years old (two years ago) he 
died in a traumatic and sudden way. I learned to never take 
someone for granted again and to always speak words of 
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 kindness as you just never know if and when you may lose 
the chance to speak to them again.”44 

45. “No Offence Intended, But Do People With 
Prosthetic Limbs Remove Or Keep Them On During 
Intercourse? What Would The Benefits Or Drawbacks 
To Either Be?” 

1) kai-ote wrote, “A friend of mine many years ago always 
took her leg off. She said it was uncomfortable, and a 
distraction.” 

sunflakie commented, “My college roommate’s high school 
boyfriend visited for a hook up and she NEVER told me he 
had a prosthetic leg. So imagine my surprise when drunk me 
entered the room later that night to find a leg lying on the 
floor.” 

2) CanadianGangsta wrote, “My uncle lost his right arm 
during military service; he lived with us for several months 
when I was a kid. Once he brought a girl back when everyone 
else was out, and I got home early. I saw his prosthetic arm 
lying on the floor, entangled by a bra. I noped out so fast.” 

Svkkel commented, “Ah, he did that classic ‘Oh, no, my arm 
is stuck in your bra! Now we’ll have to take both off’ line.” 

3) Statistical{Pizza wrote: 

“One of my exes had her leg amputated below the knee; 
usually she kept the prosthetic on unless stuff started 
happening when we were already in bed and she had taken 
it off. 

 
44 Source: Purpl3alpaca, “What is a mistake you made that you turned 
into a lesson?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mf1fgp/what_is_a_mi
stake_you_made_that_you_turned_into_a/ >. 
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 “From what she told me, putting the prosthetic on was sort 
of an annoying process so it was just easier for her to keep it 
on if we were getting busy during the day.” 

4) leftarmtw wrote: 

“My wife was born missing most of her left arm. She has a 
prosthesis that includes a realistic-looking hand. 

“Since she has been living her whole life with one hand, she 
doesn’t really need the prosthesis. She wears it only when 
she goes out because it keeps people from staring and results 
in fewer strangers approaching her to ask about her arm. She 
never wears it inside the house. 

“In the twenty years we’ve been together, we’ve had sex 
while she was wearing it like three times. Each time was a 
spontaneous thing where we mostly had our clothes still on. 
Like we came home from a date night and didn’t make it past 
the couch before being all over each other. 

“The times she still had it on, it sort felt in the way because 
I’m not used to it being there. 

“I’m also so used to seeing her without it that sometimes 
when we would be at a restaurant or something the thing 
would weird me out. Seeing her left hand that isn’t there 99% 
of the time resting on a table is strange because it feels like 
it shouldn’t be there. I hope that makes sense.” 

MrFunkyadaughter420 wrote: 

“One of my best friends was born with one arm missing. He 
never struggled with anything and can do most things a two-
armed person can do and even more. he also really likes to 
joke around and we all crack a joke about it every now and 
then. The best one he brings almost every time a random 
person asks him about it usually goes like this: 

“Random person: ‘What happened to your arm?’ 



 122 

 

 “Friend: ‘What do you mean?’  

“Looks at his stump.  

“‘HOLY SHIT!’  

“Acts like he is freaking out. 

“‘Where did it go? What the fuck! Help!’ 

“I laugh my ass of every time I think about it.” 

TheMadTemplar commented, “When I was a cashier at a gas 
station, if someone came in with an arm cast and seemed 
generally in a good mood, I’d joke with them and ask if they 
were wrestling a bear. Most folks got a nice chuckle out of 
it, and days got a bit better. This little old lady, probably in 
her 70’s, looked me straight in the eye and said, ‘And I won, 
too!’ Day made.” 

jvanderh commented, “Most people with a disability seem to 
say that they don’t mind kids asking questions and that the 
adult yanking them away is worse.” 

Flaky_Walrus_668 commented, “As a person with a 
disability, I’m more than happy to answer curious questions 
from kids, I’ve never been asked a weird question by a 
teenager, but adults can sometimes ask really personal and 
rude questions out of the blue and I’ll usually respond with 
some variation of ‘Hi, My name’s Flaky, what’s yours?’ to 
highlight what a normal greeting sounds like, or ‘Ooh, I love 
medical discussions, you go first, what did you last see your 
doctor about?’ at which point they either apologise, or they 
think I’m the weirdo.” 

Rumbleinmymumble commented: 

“My two-year-old stopped dead in her tracks said, ‘WHAT 
IS THAT’ as clear as f-ing day while pointing at a little 
person. She also refused to move from her spot. I could have 
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 died. She thought they were a fairy or something, I’m pretty 
sure. Which while pretty cute since she was so in awe was 
mortifying to the next level as a parent. I tried to drag her 
away and when that failed I picked her up and walked her 
away. I did tell her about people being different and that 
being okay but she was just only two at the time so I’m sure 
something will happen again. 

“My son, who is almost four now, still asks me if he can have 
a turn in every person’s wheelchair that we see because one 
of his pseudo-grandparents has a spare and lets all the kids 
drive it about. That’s embarrassing, too, but it usually makes 
people laugh because he’s so enthusiastic and excited for 
them to get to have a ride.” 

MihchelleAmanda wrote, “As someone with a disability, I 
would much rather a child come up and ask me what’s wrong 
than to assume and stare.” 

5) DidIAskForCheese wrote, “I have a right-side below-
knee amputation. It really depends on the timing and 
situation. Spontaneous, already in bed? Not going to put it 
on. Spontaneous anywhere? Not gonna bother removing it. 
Planned playtime? That depends on what we are going to be 
doing. I mostly take it off unless I will be standing or need 
the leverage.” 

ngmeyian commented, “I’m really sorry, but I just had a little 
chuckle at the idea of ‘Honey, I’m too tired to put my leg on. 
Do you mind going on top this time?’” 

DidIAskForCheese responded, “I cannot say that hasn’t 
happened.”45 

 
45 Source: 6cam6mcc6, “No offence intended, do people with prosthetic 
limbs remove or keep them on during intercouse? What would the 
benefits or draw backs to either be?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 March 
2021 < 
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 46. “Ladies, What’s A Story You Have Of Violating 
‘Dress Code’?” 

1) Emily_ballz wrote, “I got sent home from work by my 
female boss for my dress making one of the male executives 
‘uncomfortable’ (eww). I’m always cautious of dressing for 
work and thought this dress was fine, it was below my finger 
tips and not overly tight (I am on the curvy side). I drove 30 
minutes home to change and 30 minutes back for this, only 
to return to a meeting with members of another department 
and what do you know — one of the women there was 
wearing the Same. Exact. Dress.” 

2) Iloverescuepups wrote, “I grew up in a Pentecostal 
church. One day I was wearing an above-knee skirt and a 
woman put a blanket over my knees so I wouldn’t tempt the 
teenage boys in my youth group.” 

Rhekir commented: 

“Knees, that famously sexual body part. 

“I swear the only people who consider knees attractive are 
overly religious annoyances and designers of ripped jeans.” 

AnxiouslyHonest wrote: 

“Hahaha! I got a talking to in church once (Reformed 
Baptist) because a boy gave me a side hug and it was ‘too 
sexually suggestive.’ 

“Weird how women and girls get blamed for the thoughts of 
these ‘godly’ men.” 

drkhaleesi commented, “I made my first email address in 
middle school, and it was something like ‘funsized_725’ 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mfdy3j/no_offence_int
ended_do_people_with_prosthetic/ >. 
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 because I was really short, you know, like a fun-sized candy 
bar. I had to write my email down for something youth group 
related. The next Sunday, my pastor pulled me into the office 
and gave me a stern talking to about how ‘inappropriate’ my 
email address was. Little 12-year-old me could not even 
fathom what he was talking about. Thinking about it now 
still makes my skin just absolutely crawl.” 

3) imartin992 wrote, “In fifth grade I was told my shorts 
were too short. First day of high school I wore a sleeveless 
shirt (which was allowed according to the dress code!) and 
got called out first thing, in front of the entire class.” 

4) Baba_Bleau wrote: 

“When I was in the third grade, I was involved in a girls 
after-school dance activity that required participants to wear 
shorts (dresses were required for regular classes) so I went 
to the girls restroom to change into shorts and go back to my 
classroom where a little boy in my class was being kept after 
class for misbehavior. 

“He and I spoke briefly and I left. As I headed out to my 
dance group, our cranky old teacher walked in and snarled 
at me. 

“The next day, in the middle of classes, my same teacher 
embarrassed me in front of class by ranting about ‘some little 
girl twisting around and showing off for boys.’ Those were 
her exact words in a direct quote. Even now, 63 years later, 
I remember her expression ‘twisting around.’ 

“I was NOT! I was just a little nine-year-old kid. Geez!” 

5) bessplease wrote: 

“I went to private school for high school, and we wore 
uniforms. The skirts were supposed to be not too short, 
‘fingertip length’ when standing up. I’m very tall, and as a 



 126 

 

 teenager I was especially lanky with long legs, so even 
though my skirts were similar in length they looked shorter 
on me. 

“Once we had a homeroom session where everyone met in 
the gym, and the Dean of Discipline (she was very scary) 
asked our homeroom advisors to check how long our skirts 
were, saying they shouldn’t be shorter than an index card 
above the knee. My advisor refused to do it (he said it felt 
creepy and I loved him for this), said we were all fine, and 
emailed the dean afterwards saying that he checked and 
everyone in our advisement group had skirts that were the 
appropriate length. Apparently the dean followed up with an 
email asking about my skirt specifically, and my advisor 
stood his ground and said mine was long enough just like the 
other girls in our advisement group. There was really nothing 
she could do at that point, and I never got in trouble for my 
skirt length after that.” 

6) BeauocraticMammoth wrote, “I was six years old at my 
Christian School. I have always had a short torso and long 
legs. I was wearing a skort (you know, skirt with shorts built 
in). The secretary took me to the office and made me kneel 
down to measure my skirt. It was about half an inch or maybe 
an inch too short for the three-inch-above-the-knee rule. I 
was made to wear clothes from the lost-and-found pile 
because apparently my six-year-old legs were a problem.”46 

 
46 Source: Bananababy101, “Ladies, what’s a story you have of 
violating ‘dress code’?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mg6frz/ladies_whats_
a_story_you_have_of_violating_dress/ >. 
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 47. “Married People Of Reddit, What Was Your First 
Impression Of Your Spouse?” 

1) MidvalleyFreak wrote, “I don’t remember, I was wasted 
and have absolutely no recollection of meeting her at all. Her 
first impression of me, however, was that I was obnoxious 
and probably gay. I guess first impressions aren’t always the 
most important.” 

USureQuestionMark asked, “What did you do to make her 
think you’re gay? That part made me laugh hard.” 

MidvalleyFreak answered: 

“I was acting pretty gay. 

“A little background: My wife and I had a mutual friend, 
we’ll call her Amy, but we had never crossed paths because 
Amy had different friend groups, as people do. One day Amy 
invited us both out to the bar (as well as other friends, it’s 
not like she was trying to set us up or anything). 
Unfortunately she also invited her on-again / off-again 
douche of a boyfriend, who we’ll call Douche, because he 
was a douche. Nobody liked Douche. He treated Amy like 
shit, he didn’t respect any of her friends, he cheated on her, 
he was super controlling, and he was all around rude, crude, 
and socially unacceptable. So as soon as I arrived at the bar, 
I was in a bad mood and started drinking heavily. Another 
aspect of Douche was that he was super homophobic. This 
did not sit well with me. One of my best friends at the time 
and my roommate in college were gay, so this pissed me off 
even further. At one point during the night, I decided if I was 
going to be annoyed so would he. And since Douche never 
bothered to learn anything about any of Amy’s friends, he 
knew practically nothing about me, so I decided to act super 
gay in front of him to make him uncomfortable. I started 
acting very stereotypical and flamboyant and bragged about 
all the guys I made out with and so on. It was honestly pretty 
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 cringy and not my proudest moment, but I was young and 
stupid and, again, super wasted. But it did work and he 
eventually got so disgusted that he left. Amy didn’t really 
care because she was getting sick of his shit, too. 

“Also, at some point in the night I apparently met my future 
wife. She was not impressed. 

“A few months later I met my wife for a second time when 
Amy had a party for her birthday. Douche was out of the 
picture by then, and everyone was having a much better time. 
When I saw her for what I thought was the first time, I 
thought she was gorgeous and funny and was immediately 
drawn to her. And she had this silver dress on that was so 
damn sexy, I still think about it. We hit it off and it wasn’t 
until we had been dating for a couple of years that she told 
me about the actual first time we met, the night I got super 
drunk and acted gay to annoy Amy’s boyfriend. Fortunately 
I made a much better impression at the birthday party.” 

2) qster123 wrote, “I wondered how she could drink beer 
that early in the day.” 

Mini-Heart-Attack commented, “Now that is attractive.” 

ashamedprotein commented: 

“‘Wow, you’re drinking beer at 8 AM?’ 

“‘Can’t drink all day if you don’t start early.’ 

“‘What’s your ring size?’” 

3) Cairocatastrophe wrote, “I thought he was so cool. We 
had talked online for a few days, but it wasn’t until I saw him 
walking towards me when we met for our first date that I 
realized he was way out of my league. Luckily he thought 
the same thing about me.” 
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 Unlockness commented, “Started in separate leagues but 
ended up in the same league.” 

4) zoomazoom wrote, “I thought he was the best-looking 
man I’ve EVER seen in my life. It’s still true, after 15 years.” 

5) 18PercentLemon wrote, “She was adorable. Cute and 
quirky; definitely my type. It felt like we already knew each 
other and we were meeting up after not seeing each other for 
a while. Felt like coming home.” 

6) ProbablyNotZorro wrote, “Oh, shit, she can barely speak 
English. None of my jokes is going to land.” 

unyxium asked, “But did they?” 

ProbablyNotZorro answered, “Nope, not really, so I 
charmed her with my natural awkwardness that was 
surpassed only by her own.” 

7) ikeme84 wrote: 

“She thought I was a creep when I said hello. I was just 
looking for someone to spend a few days with while on 
vacation, and we were both single travelers in a hostel. 
Wasn’t the first time I was single-traveling; I usually 
managed to get a group together within a few days. Not this 
time. We ended up spending the entire vacation together, just 
the two of us. Not immediately attracted to each other, but 
we got to talking and six hours later we were the only two 
left around the pool of the hostel and exchanged numbers 
and went to sleep (separately) thinking what the fuck just 
happened. 

“Not married yet, but living together and engaged.” 

8) tits_the_artist wrote: 

“Damn. This bitch is high as fuck. 
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 “When I picked her up the first time, she was apparently 
quite nervous and had smoked herself stupid. Luckily, the 
second time around it wasn’t an issue.” 

9) govshutdown wrote, “‘Nice ass’ … is that shallow? I was 
checking her out. She turned out to be really cool, too.” 

lucky_ducker commented, “Haha, my first impression of my 
petite, pretty, and shapely future wife was, ‘Oh, YEAH, I 
could definitely do THAT!’” 

10) spar_tan wrote: 

“She has beautiful eyes and she was so pretty (still very 
much so). 

“I was so nervous, I went to the bathroom and gave myself 
double finger guns and said to myself, Don’t screw this up. 
Still married after five years!” 

11) speedlimitplus5 wrote, “Impressed / floored; beautiful, 
smart, mannered, successful, out of my league. All still true.” 

speedlimitplus5 added, “Seriously, my buddies were like, no 
way in hell. Almost blew it twice. Best thing that ever 
happened to me.” 

12) TheGoodJudgeHolden wrote: 

“That she was a spoiled little rich girl who had no idea how 
hard life was / is, and had never faced struggle. 

“She thought I was an utter asshole, incredibly rude, and 
most likely a psychopath. 

Lol. We’ve been married since 2012, two kids.” 

Arcinbiblo12 commented, “Sounds like the premise of a 
Hallmark movie.” 
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 Mini-Heart-Attack asked, “Did you meet in college or later 
in life?” 

TheGoodJudgeHolden answered, “Later in life. We were 
both 26 at the time.” 

13) CrinaThi93 wrote, “I was thinking that he was in love 
with my best friend because they spent much time together. 
Turned out, he spent that much time with her in order to get 
to know me.” 

14) VWAudiMechNJ wrote: 

“Same as today, 29 years later. 

“She still makes me stop and admire her.” 

NoHumanCares commented, “Studio audience: Awwww!”47 

48. “OB / GYNs Of Reddit What’s The Most Mind-
Blowing Thing A Husband Or Boyfriend Has Said?” 

1) mapbc wrote: 

“Seeing mom back in the office for her two-week follow up 
after delivery to remove stitches (she had a tear that needed 
repair) only to find out the stitches were gone. 

“Turns out hubby took them out because they were bothering 
him during sex.” 

Jellylovins commented, “This is only the first comment I’ve 
read in this thread, and I think I’m already done.” 

2) LesP wrote: 

 
47 Source: sideacc64642, “Married people of reddit, what was your first 
impression of your spouse?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mh5g9v/married_peopl
e_of_reddit_what_was_your_first/ >. 
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 “Back in my OB rotation in med school, we had a pregnant 
woman who was super morbidly obese with a BMI in the 
70s. During her first prenatal visit, the resident was asking 
about her pregnancy history, past difficulty with fertility and 
conception, problems with the pregnancy so far, etc. Pretty 
standard stuff as far as I understood at the time. 

“Husband then chimed in about the conception. Turns out 
they had no trouble conceiving. He then went into detail 
about how the conception went and blew my little 
inexperienced mind. Basically, the wife’s mother and sister 
had to help with conception by holding the wife’s thighs out 
of the way enough that he could get in to do the job. I still 
don’t have words.” 

FuckupUnicorn commented, “I miss two minutes ago when 
I didn’t know this.” 

jdinpjs commented, “I used to be an L&D [Labor and 
Delivery] nurse, I’ve heard a similar story from a patient, 
except in their case it was friends from church. I have 
friends, but I don’t have friends like that.” 

WW76kh commented, “I thought my Maid of Honor / Bestie 
was a ride or die when she held my wedding dress up so I 
could pee. That’s whole different level of ‘friend.’ She 
probably would hold fat flaps, though … she’s pretty 
awesome. Lol.” 

sometimeslifesucks commented, “My sister is a high-risk 
labor and delivery nurse and gets morbidly obese women 
often. I asked her one day how they even managed to be 
penetrated and she said, ‘They use a broomstick.’ I’m sure I 
looked flabbergasted as she quickly explained they use a 
broomstick to basically hold the abdominal fat up towards 
the chest and out of the way. I don’t think I looked any less 
flabbergasted. There’s a mind picture you can never unsee.” 
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 edgelordjas commented, “Reminds of a story I read on here 
where they used a plank of wood called the breedin’ board.” 

Lonolyn commented: 

“My sister is a surgical nurse that picks up shifts in their 
Emergency Room. She said one time they got a very, very 
large woman in with some significant facial trauma. She said 
they were all thinking domestic violence … until they saw 
the boyfriend who came in with her. He was 5’0 and 100lbs. 
All the staff was pretty confused and asked him what 
happened. He said they were using a fat board to have sex 
and the board flew out from under her fat flap and smacked 
her in the face, causing all the damage. 

“So that’s how we learned about these fat boards. This 
happened at least five years ago, and we still talk about it 
occasionally.” 

UberAeriko commented, “Life … uh … finds a way.” 

3) Coolidge_fan wrote, “Black children are pretty light 
skinned when they are born. A maternity nurse told me that 
some fathers immediately suspect that the mom has been 
unfaithful when they see a child with a far lighter 
complexion.” 

OntologicalMuppets commented, “On the flip-side, my 
very-mixed-but-light-skinned wife had to have ‘the talk’ 
with me, her white husband, about how our child could, 
theoretically, be fairly dark, and to keep her genetics in 
mind.” 

handinmyplants commented, “I had a roommate whose dad 
was half Indian, with a white mom; they had four kids 
altogether. My roommate and one of her siblings were darker 
skinned than their dad, and the other two siblings looked 
white as snow. It was interesting hanging out with that 
roomie and her pale, blue-eyed sister, and seeing them 
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 repeatedly explain that yes, they are full biological sisters, 
not step-sisters or adopted or anything else.” 

liza_lo commented: 

“I have family friends in the same situation. They have three 
kids. One has dark skin like the mom, one has fair skin like 
the dad and only the last one has a light brown skin tone like 
what people expect from mixed-race couples. 

“Skin colour aside, though, they all look EXACTLY alike. 
Got the same nose / mouth / eye combo from their parents. 
You can tell immediately they’re siblings.” 

Drakmania commented, “When one of my childhood best 
friends was born, his mom invited my mom over to see him 
when they got home from the hospital. For context, both his 
parents are very black, super dark. His mom busted up 
laughing at the look on my mom’s face. She had no idea 
black babies could be born so pale! His mom said, ‘The 
melanin kicks in later.’ By the time I remember him, he was 
almost as dark as his parents.” 

shineevee commented, “I explained this to my husband the 
other day! His very dark-skinned coworker and his very 
dark-skinned wife had a baby and my husband got sent a 
picture. He told me he was surprised at how light the baby is 
compared to them and I got to share the whole black-babies-
tend-to-get-darker knowledge. I felt so smart.” 

4) trailangel4 wrote: 

“I’m not an OB/GYN. However, I am a flight medic who has 
delivered three babies. I’ll never forget any of them. The 
second baby I delivered was about five weeks early, 
roadside, in East Jesus nowhere. The family had gone 
camping in the desert and Mom went into labor. By the time 
we arrived, there was no turning back and baby’s head was 
visible. Mom was sort of squatting with her forearms on the 



 135 

 

 middle row of seats in a van and her booty was aimed out 
the door (she was clothed in a loose dress). Just as she was 
pushing the head out, Dad said, ‘Wait, wait, wait … we 
might get blood on the floor!’ Mom rounded on him with the 
biggest death glare and said, ‘F$%# your mom’s van!’ 

“That became a unit motto.” 

5) sl_tid wrote, “My mom was a general practitioner. She 
once had a 15-year-old girl come in who had a pregnancy 
test show positive but was adamant she couldn’t be pregnant. 
My mom confirmed the pregnancy, but the girl still refused 
to believe it was true. She went on to explain to my mom that 
it was impossible for her to get pregnant because her 
boyfriend had told her that if she lay completely still during 
sex then she wasn’t ‘sexually active’ and couldn’t get 
pregnant.” 

Mellochild commented, “I worked in a pharmacy and we 
noticed that a sixteen-year-old girl was coming in to pick up 
her birth control exactly two weeks early every month. This 
was immediately flagged as strange, because birth control 
comes in a convenient package that makes it easy to keep 
track of the daily dose, and birth control is not really a drug 
that people hustle to try to get as many extra pills as they can 
(like Xanax, say). After a few months of this, the pharmacist 
confronted her and learned that every day, she took her pill 
and her boyfriend did, too.”48 

 
48 Source: thatoneapexlegend, “OB/GYN’s of reddit whats the most 
mindblowing thing a husband or boyfriend has said?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 31 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mh3tuk/obgyns_of_red
dit_whats_the_most_mindblowing_thing/ >. 
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 49. “What Are Some ‘Unwritten Rules’ That You 
Learned About Too Late?” 

The_Real_dubbedbass wrote: 

“Here’s my story: 

“So my roomies and I throw a party, and I meet this girl, and 
she’s just absolutely incredible. Like we’re talking this girl 
fits every single criteria: cute, smart, same political leanings 
and overall philosophy on life, similar hobbies, really cool 
demeanor. And I’m talking to her, and meanwhile I’m 
actually, for once in my life, clearly pushing all of her 
buttons in a very good way. She’s laughing at all my jokes, 
I impress her by telling her that I do stand-up comedy and 
play in a band, and at one point she asks me to play a song 
for her so I play this one bassline I wrote that I simply call 
‘Pretty Bassline’ because it is, in all seriousness, just an 
absolutely beautiful line, and I can see her face literally melt. 
I mean this night goes so well, without any hanky lanky 
[panky?] or anything even, that on the surface everyone at 
the party who knows the two of us, comes up to me at some 
point all like, ‘Wow, so you two are like, REALLY hitting it 
off, huh?’ 

“My friends are all over the moon because up until this point 
my social interactions in life have just been horrible, they’re 
all surprised I haven’t said anything weird, etc.  

“Sidebar: I’m now 41 and have come to realize in the past 
year that I’m almost certainly on the spectrum. So me hitting 
it off with a girl is like absolutely nuts. 

“And here’s where I fuck up. At the end of the evening, she’s 
like, ‘Hey my band is playing a show. You should come 
check us out.’ So I do, and after her set she bounces over to 
me and she’s like, ‘So what’d you think?’ 
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 “And I should point out that music is super important to me 
and something I take seriously. So I launch into a ludicrously 
detailed breakdown. Highlights include: ‘Your bass player 
… that guy needs to go, someone should tell him he doesn’t 
need to just truck on the tonic every bar of every song,’ 
‘Would have helped if the drummer tuned their heads,’ ‘I’d 
have rearranged the set differently. You’ve got a grouping of 
songs but there’s no driving cohesion … the song order itself 
should drive some sort of catharsis,’ ‘You were situated in 
the mix far too low — I could barely hear you except for 
when you had the bullhorn, which by the way, I would 
absolutely kill because it adds distortion on your voice 
… but the rest of your band has heavy distortion already and 
if you didn’t it would be a really good juxtaposition,’ and my 
personal favorite dagger I plunged into her dream was 
probably ‘I think you are an absolutely beautiful singer (she 
REALLY is) but your lyrics are just … soooo pretentious.’ 

“Afterward, her friend, who I knew for longer, was all like, 
‘Dude … what the fuck is wrong with you? She couldn’t stop 
talking about you after that party, but you probably just 
tanked your chances.’ 

“I was so confused. Her friend had to literally tell me, ‘Next 
time some girl you really like asks you if you liked her 
concert. just nod and say, ‘Yeah, you were great.’ 

“I completely didn’t understand that at all.” 

CATonACID1 commented, “Sorry, but even I hate you for 
this.”49 

 
49 Source: plznoboy14, “What are some ‘unwritten rules’ that you 
learned about too late?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/miypk6/what_are_som
e_unwritten_rules_that_you_learned/ >. 
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 50. “Men Of Reddit, What Can You Acknowledge Is 
Harder For Women?” 

1) IntelligentNose1 wrote: 

“Pretty girls getting sent creepy DMs [Direct Messages]. 

“My sister JUST turned 13 years old, and she is a good-
looking girl. Countless times has she showed me messages 
on Snapchat between her and some dude’s four-inch penis. 

“Disgusting.” 

FeralTribble commented: 

“I know a friend from high school who at the time was 14/15 
but would regularly get private messages through various 
social media with things like ‘You looking for a sugar 
daddy?’ Or ‘So is six inches big enough for you?’ 

“I felt a hint of anxiety just being told about it. I couldn’t 
imagine what it would be like for her to get these messages 
from creepy men twice or triple her age.” 

velvetgutter wrote, “And this is why I don’t use a real photo 
on my social media. No info and just a picture of my dog. I 
was getting random creeper messages on the regular when I 
tried to use an actual picture of myself.” 

2) StrangeFan6 wrote, “When you’re young, everyone talks 
to you. When you get older, you realise a lot of guys talk to 
you because they find you attractive, not because they’re 
interested in talking. Later, no one talks to you.” 

Eloisem333 commented, “As a 45-year-old woman, believe 
me, it is fantastic when no one wants to talk to you 
anymore!” 

sugamonkey commented, “I’m 48 and invisible. I love it! I 
swear I could probably walk out of a store with a tv under 
my arm and no one would notice.’ 



 139 

 

 vanillamasala commented, “Honestly, fuck that. I’d rather 
just be treated with respect at every age. I shouldn’t have to 
be invisible to not be harassed.” 

BlueTigerDan wrote, “This is the right idea. Respect at every 
age.” 

alyssajones22 commented: 

“Oh my goodness. I honestly feared the day I’d stop getting 
constantly approached, like it signaled the start of my 
decline. How young and naive I was. In actuality, it was the 
start of my growth. I had suddenly started to become a 
human, and not some fantastical toy. 

“I would not give a single year back. I look forward to 
more.” 

3) BackWaterBill wrote, “I’m a guy and I was working at an 
ice cream and candy shop, and this older man comes in and 
orders some popcorn. As I’m scooping it into the container, 
he looks at me and says, ‘Oh yeah, just pack it in. I like it 
when they pack it in real tight.’ In an obviously sexual way. 
It made me uncomfortable and I brought it up talking to my 
coworkers and one of the girls who was much younger said, 
‘Yeah, welcome to pretty much every day of my life.’” 

cuckedprincess commented: 

“Working the service industry or retail was really bad 
because of this. It would happen multiple times a day when 
I worked at a restaurant. 

“It’s specially bad when your tips are based on how nice you 
are. So if I said something? There goes my tip. Also, they 
will leave a bad review because I didn’t just sit there and take 
it. 

“I remember one of the first times a guy grabbed my ass. 
One of the other waitresses said I’d get used to it.” 
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 Kamiyosha wrote: 

“I used to work at a place where we had this problem a few 
years ago. I was always being harassed because I am very 
pretty and I have a large bust line, which never helps. Well, 
the previous owner sold his little ice cream parlor to an older 
gentleman who apparently fought in Vietnam, I think. 

“The new owner was a hard-assed, old-school war vet, but 
he had a very solid honor code. You don’t do this, or 
consequences happen, sort of person. 

“On the third day of his new ownership, a regular of ours 
came in to ask for his normal thing, and to harass me, as he 
always did, usually asking if I would add some extra ‘cream’ 
to his shake (referring to my breasts). The owner 
immediately came out (I suppose he knew right away what 
this perv was saying), and asked him, ‘What did you say to 
her?’ The guy clammed up, and tried to take the shake, but 
my boss told me to not give it to him without an apology. 
And $20 in my tip cup. The guy protested, and my boss said 
he could do it, or leave and not bother returning. The perv 
apologized, gave me a $20 tip in my cup, took his shake and 
left. He never came back. 

“This happened dozens of times. He got sued more than 
once, and had always won. We actually felt safe in his parlor, 
and he would tell us that ‘no one talks to a female in that 
manner. I don’t care who you are.’ It didn’t take more than 
a few months before the pervs just stopped coming in. It was 
a fun time from that point onwards. He expected us to behave 
like ladies, and he expected his clientele to treat us as such. 

“Haven’t found another boss like that since. I miss him. RIP, 
Mr. Frank. You helped me understand what respect is, and 
to demand it. 

“EDIT: I never expected to see this many likes of my story. 
He was an awesome man. He sadly passed away in August 
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 of 2018. All of us girls attended his funeral, in which he was 
buried with full honors in his hometown cemetery. It was a 
very emotional day for all of us.” 

daviana_roze4257 commented, “My first job was as a 
waitress and I was 15 … one coworker recommended that I 
quit buttoning my top all the way to get better tips.”50 

51. “What’s Your ‘It Started Off As A Bad Date And 
Turned Into A Great One’ Story?” 

1) trissketmeri wrote: 

“It was our first date, we met on Tinder. I was late and parked 
too far away. I also had a service dog at the time, who then 
took a dump on my walk to the restaurant. He was waiting 
outside for me, patiently, and I walked up with a big black 
dog (which it turns out was a specific fear of his, like big 
black dogs) and a big ole bag of dog shit. He tried to hug me, 
awkwardly, because bag of dog shit. We then tried to find a 
trash can unsuccessfully and eventually found a dumpster. 
Again, awkward — first time talking in person! 

“We went inside, and he couldn’t hear me the entire time we 
were eating, and I didn’t even realize. It was just too loud for 
him. He suggested we take a walk afterwards at a local park, 
and we needed to drive. He offered to take me on his 
motorcycle, apparently forgetting about the dog at my feet. 

“We finally clicked on our walk. It was fantastic. We talked 
and talked until late, sitting next to a creek. Worked out, as 
we’re now married!” 

 
50 Source: WinstonChurchillin, “Men of Reddit: What can you 
acknowledge is harder for women?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mjr1qr/men_of_reddit_
what_can_you_acknowledge_is_harder/ >. 
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 2) furiousgeorge wrote, “I picked this girl up and at first our 
plan was to drive to a hill and watch the sunset or go to a 
lake and see the sunset. I didn’t see the forecast and it was 
raining pretty much the entire time. Not a sprinkle — this 
was a downpour. Luckily, we enjoyed our company and we 
talked for hours as we drove around and got ice cream.” 

3) sunnymuffin123 wrote, “One of the first few dates with 
my husband went wrong. He keyed the wrong address into 
Uber and got us … Nowhere. Just an area with factories and 
nothing else. And by then it was too late to go to where we 
wanted to go, so we just went to the nearest bar. We still 
enjoyed ourselves and it was something I always teased him 
about for a while. (He teases me when I do klutzy things, 
too.) 

4) SwimNatural wrote: 

“I was getting fed up with online dating and decided to block 
all men and only date girls since I am bicurious and wanted 
to try it out anyways. My first girl Tinder date turns out to 
be a weirdo who starts shamelessly flirting with a girl from 
the table next to ours. 

“I politely finish my drink and get up and go home. Then I 
was chased down the street by the guy who was the table 
next (the blind date of the girl that my weirdo date flirted 
with). He apologized for chasing me, and asked me if I don’t 
find it strange if I’d continue the date with him. Best date 
ever, he totally swoops me off my feet, we dance and kiss 
and he is my husband now. I often still cannot believe this 
happened to me.”51 

 
51 Source: qiqhez-1hysFo-tivqin, “What’s your ‘it started off as a bad 
date and turned into a great one’ story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 April 
2021 < 
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 52. “Skeptics Of Reddit, What Moment In Your Life 
Convinced You About The Existence Of Ghosts / The 
Afterlife?” 

DespicableCi wrote: 

“Not creepy or scary as many of the posts on here, but this 
one is a more wholesome experience. 

“A few days after my mother had passed away, I was at the 
park with my boyfriend at the time and my mum’s little dog. 
I had just let the little guy off the leash to go for his run when 
out of nowhere I had this overwhelming feeling of being 
enveloped by the most absolute and pure love and comfort. 
It felt like my mum was all round me, very hard to explain, 
but almost like when you hug someone and you just feel 
them and their energy surrounding you. I felt completely at 
peace and had this resounding [unmistakable] feeling that 
everything would be all right. I rationalised my experience 
by telling myself it was just my grief over missing my mum 
so much and went about my day as usual without telling 
anyone (other than my partner, who was with me at the time 
and didn’t share my experience). 

“The next day I was at home with my older brother; the 
previous day’s events completely forgotten by then. We 
were hanging out in his room when, of course, the topic of 
Mum came up. 

“Him: ‘This is gonna sound crazy, but I had the weirdest 
thing happen yesterday afternoon — outta nowhere I just felt 
completely at peace and like she was here with me.’ 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mjis2l/whats_your_it
_started_off_as_a_bad_date_and/ >. 
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 “Me: *just about cut him off mid-sentence* ‘That’s not 
crazy! I had the exact same thing happen to me yesterday, 
too!’ 

“Turns out we had both ‘felt’ our mum and the feeling of 
complete love and comfort at the exact same time. To this 
day I don’t have a rational explanation for it. My brother and 
I hadn’t spoken to each other at all the day it happened, and 
the following day was the first time we sat down to chat. I 
like to think it was our mum coming to say one last goodbye 
and let us know we were gonna be okay.”52 

53. “Who Was The One Person You Made Friends With 
As A Child For One Day And Never Saw Them Again 
And Wonder How They Are Doing?” 

1) Dawid_7899 wrote, “Well, not for one day but at an 11-
day summer camp I got very close with this absolutely 
gorgeous girl named May. At the last night there, we decided 
to meet up at night and go behind all of the small houses they 
had us living in and sit under a blanket and have our final 
conversation. There was philosophy, a whole lot of jokes, 
and at the end tears because this was the end of the best times 
of our lives so far. At the end while we were still talking but 
about to stop (around 4 am), I decided now was the time I 
was gonna kiss her because this was my last chance to do 
that and I had been planning to for the past week. So I did, 
and she looked at me and kissed me back. We made out for 
like five minutes and then said our goodnights. The next day 
we were both in tears and had a really long hug goodbye. We 
haven’t properly talked in a year, and we both went our 

 
52 Source: EwokalypseNow, “[SERIOUS] Skeptics of Reddit, what 
moment in your life convinced you about the existence of ghosts/the 
afterlife?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mjhggj/serious_skeptic
s_of_reddit_what_moment_in_your/ >. 
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 separate ways after that. We follow each other on Instagram. 
though. She is still gorgeous, but I no longer have a love 
interest in her, and she doesn’t have a love interest in me 
anymore.” 

Nice_Swordfish_69420 commented, “OMG, I do, Dawid!” 

2) Chiko_Mole wrote, “I rode on a kids’ Ferris wheel with a 
boy at the Royal Melbourne Show when I was about five 
years old. We held hands and chatted and he told me I was 
his girlfriend. His mum or grandmother took a photo of us 
sitting on the Ferris wheel together after the ride was over. 
Never forgotten him!” 

3) Clam_Jam_SUPWEME wrote: 

“I found this really awesome guy on a Minecraft server one 
day. He sent me a friend request. I accepted. We played 
Build Battle for the rest of our time I got gaming that day. 
(My parents set restrictions.) I had to come off, and I never 
saw him again. 

“P.S. we won all our matches.” 

4) insane_knight. wrote, “I live in Australia, but I went back 
to Argentina to visit family when I was 25. I was driving 
with my uncle and he decided to stop by this amazing pastry 
shop to grab some food. While we were waiting, I saw this 
kid hanging around the front who must have been 12, 13 
years old. He came inside and started eyeing me off. I could 
tell he was homeless by his clothes. He also had a bald patch 
on the top of his head that looked like some kind of burn 
scar. He just struck up a conversation with me and came 
across as the happiest kid I’ve ever met. I remember he 
complimented my hair, saying it was curly just like his. We 
talked for about 10 minutes and he seemed to have this lust 
for life I’ve never seen in anyone I’ve ever met, let alone a 
kid that young. I often wonder what that little kid is doing.” 
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 5) Reaspermanee wrote, “Girl I met at the roller rink when I 
was ~8. We bumped into each other by accident while 
skating, and we immediately became friends. We skated and 
talked together for two hours until she had to go home. She 
gave me her number so we could stay in touch, but I lost the 
slip of paper she wrote it on, and never saw / spoke to her 
again. Wherever she is today, I hope she’s doing well.” 

6) PefectNail8 wrote, “Not a person but a dog when I was 10 
years old. We went on our summer vacation to a nearby 
town, and we stayed in these cabins. In the cabin next to us 
was an elderly couple, and they had the most adorable little 
Pomeranian. Her name was Ellie, and she really took a liking 
to me. Every time we were at the cabins and not out 
sightseeing or doing something, I would play with the little 
dog and she loved it. Her owners said they’d never seen her 
that energetic or happy before. I bawled almost the whole 
way back home because I was going to miss her.”53 

54. “If You Would Choose Five Rules To Live By For 
The Rest Of Your Life, What Would They Be?” 

1) CucumberImpossible63 wrote: 

“1.Treat people with respect.  

“2. Pursue something you love.  

“3. Work hard. 

“4. Feel things: Laugh as much as you can, cry freely, etc. 
Emotions are meant to be felt.  

 
53 Source: Moonrider257812, “Who was the one person you made 
friends with as a child for one day and never saw them again and 
wonder how they are doing?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 April 2021 
<https://tinyurl.com/ysvpkbdy>. 
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 “5. Try and appreciate how beautiful and unique life can be 
and take all the unfairness and unpredictability that can come 
with it as merely another dip on the rollercoaster.” 

2) hoytscher wrote: 

“1. Live within / below your means. 

“2. Stop caring what other people think. 

“3. Put yourself first — always. 

“4. Trust no one. 

“5. Work AND play hard.” 

3) Shallow-ishPuddle wrote: 

“1. Don’t be a jerk. 

“2. Always try. 

“3. Don’t put up with any bullshit. 

“4. Always be learning. 

“5. DON’T FUCKING LITTER.” 

4) Pearlescent_WhyNot wrote: 

“I love quotes so some of mine are in the form of them. 

“1. Be true to yourself. 

“2. If you learn self-control, you can master anything. 

“3. Kindness makes you the most beautiful person in the 
world, no matter what you look like. 

“4. You live and you learn. 
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 “5. Don’t take life too seriously.”54 

55. “Parents Of Reddit, What Is It Like Having Kids?” 

1) Kod_Rick wrote, “My youngest was just shouting, ‘Come 
into my mouth!’ but he was just playing Super Smash Bros 
and trying to eat another character.” 

novazz commented, “I had a similar experience except my 
friend was playing that character and I was shouting ‘SUCK 
ME.’ Was fun explaining the context to that one. Lol.” 

klaw14 commented, “My husband picked up our eldest for a 
wrestle and at one point held her over his shoulder and 
started spinning around. Next thing we hear is her yelling at 
him, ‘GET ME OFF! GET ME OFF! GET ME OFF!’” 

2) gogojack wrote: 

“Wonderful, frustrating, amazing, infuriating, and then … 

“There comes a day when you realize you don’t have a kid 
anymore. You have an adult. 

“A lot of people miss that moment. I know when and where 
it happened. The day when you realize you’ve done all you 
can, they’re all grown up, and you have to let them go. 

“It’s a helluva thing. 

“Then you get to know the adult you helped to raise.” 

3) Emu_on_the_Loose wrote: 

 
54 Source: cinkutello, “If you would choose 5 rules to live by for the 
rest of your life, what would it be?” Reddit. AskWomen. 5 April 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mkklav/if_you_would
_choose_5_rules_to_live_by_for_the/ >. 
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 “Imagine lighting a really nice fire in your backyard in the 
fire pit. Then imagine taking all your money, turning it into 
cash, and throwing it out the upstairs bedroom window and 
onto the fire. 

“But it’s a really cute fire.” 

DoNotBelongHere commented, “… and you have to keep 
those kids from playing with that fire because it’s sooooo 
pretty and interesting and because kids are constantly 
inadvertently trying to die.” 

4) elaborateLemonpi wrote, “… kids are great! Teenagers … 
on the other hand … it’s like living with roommates who 
don’t pay rent, eat your food, leave trash everywhere and 
when you go ask them for help, they yell at you that ‘you 
don’t understand what it’s like to be a teenager in today’s 
world!’” 

aard_fi commented, “That sounds a lot like my four-year-
old.” 

5) mushmush24 wrote, “I have a two-year-old … it’s very 
sticky.” 

6) InannasPocket wrote: 

“My four-year-old is a kind, clever, curious, lovely small 
human who has also taught me so much about being patient 
and pausing to marvel at the little things that make our world 
amazing … 90% of the time. 

“The other 10% I want to tear my hair out / fantasize about 
fleeing to the Bahamas for at least two weeks and leaving 
her in the care of the local wolf population. 

“Then the biologically wired caretaking button kicks back in 
and I’m reset to ‘I’d literally fight off a pack of wolves to 
keep you safe. Also, it just rained and we should totally go 
stomp in some puddles and hunt for worms.’” 
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 7) cmn99 wrote: 

“I think as much as I would like to explain, all the words I 
know aren’t enough to explain it. 

“I remember the time before being a parent and hearing 
others say things like, ‘You’ll understand once you have 
children,’ and I was always like, ‘Yeah, is it really that much 
of a game changer?’ 

“Yes, it is. The day my child got born changed my life. 

“A lot of things I can explain: You have to work harder, you 
have less time to sleep, you can’t do things anymore when 
you want to, but only when your child allows you to (like 
when it’s nap time). 

“Other things are more difficult to explain: I knew about 
love, but I didn’t know about unconditional love that goes 
deeper than anything else ever did. 

“At the beginning I was also worried that a child will put 
stress onto the relationship with my wife (it surely does), but 
even when she has less time for me, I feel so much love just 
watching her taking care of our child. It’s like our love has 
reached another level! 

“You’ll have less time for privacy, but suddenly she is the 
mother of my child, and that makes me feel so much bond 
together! 

“A child will draw all your energy. But, somehow, that isn’t 
important at all. Although I wasn’t sure about having 
children (my wife wanted children, I was pretty neutral), 
now I never want to go back. I didn’t know I can love so 
much! 

“I hope that covers at least a little of your question!” 

8) wrestlegirl wrote: 
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 “It’s like living with small drunk people. 

“I mean, sure you have to keep an eye on them to make sure 
they don’t do anything stupid to hurt themselves or destroy 
the house, and you’ve gotta make sure they eat actual food 
sometimes instead of just Doritos and gummy bears, 
but holy shit are they an endless source of hilarity.” 

9) AndEllie wrote, “You wake up and they’re there. You go 
to sleep and they’re there. You go to poop and they’re there. 
You take a shower and they’re there.” 

10) PosNegTy wrote, “I just spent the last 20 minutes 
squishing and tickling my kids until they laughed 
hysterically. Stopped for a moment and then did it again until 
they laughed even harder.”55 

56. “Women Who Did Not Have A Vaginal Orgasm Until 
After Several Years Of Sexual Activity, How Did Finally 
You Have It?” 

The Original Poster of this question added, “I have had only 
one orgasm (vaginal), and my sexual activity started 10 years 
ago.” 

1) Penetrative wrote, “Honestly, just finally had a man last 
long enough. I don’t believe it was any special moves, just a 
good rhythm that went on for a solid eight minutes. Lol. 
Sounds crazy, but if we think about it, the penetrative part of 
sex often is in short bursts a few minutes at a time, changing 
positions, etc.” 

 
55 Source: TheCoolRock, “Parents or Reddit, What is it like having 
kids?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ml1v3y/parents_or_red
dit_what_is_it_like_having_kids/ >. 
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 2) -doobert- wrote, “Stopped faking my orgasms and learned 
to communicate my needs. Due to past sexual assault, 
voicing my needs is really hard. After finally getting past 
that, it’s taken some time for my boyfriend and me to figure 
sex out again. Using a vibrator during sex is a sure-fire way 
to climax, but sometimes, if the mood and the circumstances 
are right, I can have a vaginal orgasm by penetration alone. 
But clitoral orgasms are 100x better anyway. There’s no 
shame in needing to use a toy or being able to have only 
clitoral orgasms.” 

3) bitterlimun wrote: 

“If by vaginal orgasm you mean one achieved without 
clitoral stimulation then I don’t have much to offer. 
However, masturbating helped me a lot in discovering what 
makes me orgasm, and for me touching the clitoris helps 
achieve an orgasm while penetrated. So I guess it’s a mix. 

“I think I did have a vaginal orgasm while doing doggy style, 
but still, a vibrator was involved so I’m not sure.” 

4) BenddedLipstick wrote, “I’m 23 and have mainly only 
had vaginal orgasms. I don’t really enjoy clitoral stimulation, 
as I find it overwhelming. I know this is not the ‘usual’ 
situation with how women enjoy sex, and I felt a lot of shame 
about it for a long time. I honestly still do because I know 
what I feel is the ‘odd’ thing, and that women have worked 
so hard to get men to pay attention to the clitoris, perform 
oral, and to care about their partner’s pleasure more in 
general. I try not to get down on myself because I know I 
deserve to enjoy sex also, but it feels like I’m the woman 
everyone complains about because I personally like the 
things that women complain about men doing. I guess 
everyone is different, though.” 

5) castnostone00 wrote, “I never had one until I met my 
now-husband. For me, it’s about position and then keeping 
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 it there once he finds the sweet spot. It doesn’t matter how 
slow or fast he’s thrusting, he just needs to hold that position. 
My favorite positions are missionary with my hips propped 
up by a pillow or something, doggy, and prone.” 

Sarahgracesc commented, “Finding the spot and keeping it 
there is what works for me, too.” 

6) Sarahgracesc wrote, “I don’t even know. I didn’t know I 
could have orgasms, honestly. Like sex was fun and felt 
good. But I didn’t have orgasms. Then I think I just started 
to be able to really focus on myself, and also my husband 
just hits the right spot. Now I have many orgasms every time. 
Many. I do also vape marijuana before sex now. I had to 
because of adenomyosis pain, and it also helped wildly with 
being able to get out of my head and be in the moment, which 
I think plays a big role in being able to orgasm, for me.”56 

57. “What Funny Thing Have You Heard A Kid Say?” 

1) toLovetoGlam wrote, “She said, ‘This is the house I will 
get from my divorce.’ Shows me Barbie house.” 

2) leathebimbo wrote, “Before I started my transition, I kept 
my head shaved and my beard bushy. One day a little kid 
came up and asked, ‘Why does your hair grow upside 
down?’” 

3) rontc wrote, “My son, after waking up and seeing frost for 
the first time on the grass, said, ‘Oh, no, now we have to go 
clean it all up.’” 

 
56 Source: LaurieFts, “Women who had a vaginal orgasm until several 
years of sexual activity, how did finally you ‘had’ it?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 6 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ml3c5z/women_who_
had_a_vaginal_orgasm_until_several/ >. 
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 4) dookiestain wrote, “It smells like math in here.” 

5) COqween wrote, “My brother was raking the yard and my 
four-year-old nephew asked him if he was almost done 
‘forking’ the yard.” 

6) Luciferbro wrote, “My mom was drinking funny 
lemonade that made her and her friends laugh.” 

7) aschatz wrote, “I was teaching my son how to make our 
dog play dead. I told him to point his finger at our dog and 
say ‘bang.’ He then started running around out back yelling, 
‘I’m gonna finger-bang the dog!’” 

8) LordKensakan wrote, “My mum was explaining 
homosexuality to my five-year-old sister, and my sister then 
asked, ‘But what about when there are two girls and one 
boy?’” 

9) Tisroc wrote, “The other day my seven-year-old was 
playing with a Nerf gun that jammed, which prompted him 
to say, ‘Damnit!’ I asked him what he said, he confirmed that 
he said ‘damnit.’ I told him that’s not a word he’s allowed to 
say, and he seemed genuinely confused and said, ‘Oh, I’ve 
heard you say it. I didn’t know.’”57 

58. “What Are Your Thoughts On The Theory That 
Many Men Purposefully Perform Housework Poorly, So 
Women Will Stop Asking Them To Do It?”  

not_doing_that wrote, “If we gonna have a petty-off, be 
prepared to lose. I can and will just do my own shit. Wash 

 
57 Source: adrenalinerush221, “What funny thing have you heard a kid 
say?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mlbc2n/what_funny_th
ing_have_you_heard_a_kid_say/ >. 
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 your own clothes. Cook your own meals. You’re gonna learn 
real fuckin’ fast.” 

weimdocpurple commented, “My coworker said she did 
something similar to train her husband — a method I don’t 
endorse. She said when he left socks or underwear or clothes 
lying around, she put it in the garbage. Luckily, he didn’t 
take out the garbage either so it was still there for him to dig 
his shit out. He learned to pick up after himself.” 

vashta_nerada49 commented, “I did this once. Didn’t do his 
laundry for three weeks and he legit thought I just wasn’t 
doing laundry. He went to do laundry finally and asked 
where all mine was. Light bulb clicked.” 

blandermal commented, “Haha. I’ve been doing this all year. 
All his clothes are just chilling in four baskets: two dirty ones 
and two clean. I have kids. I don’t need another bigger one.” 

ropocat commented, “This is definitely a thing. My little 
brother once convinced me he didn’t know how to boil 
water. I ended up cooking for him for a while before 
realizing how dumb I was.” 

riotsquirrelz commented: 

“I dumped a guy who told me, ‘You know now you can’t ask 
me to do anything anymore,’ after I told him he cleaned the 
shower doors with the wrong product, which made them all 
greasy and foggy. He went into the kitchen and got the 
specialty granite cleaner from the cupboard when all of the 
bathroom cleaners were right there in the bathroom 
cupboard. My grandma called this kind of move 
‘accidentally on purpose.’ 

“Now I have a Friend With Benefits, and he is excellent at 
the sexy times. He does his one job quite expertly and then 
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 goes home. I don’t have to mother him or pick up after him. 
I highly recommend it.”58 

59. “Women With Rom-Com-Worthy Love Stories: 
What’s Your Story?” 

The Original Poster added, “I’m here for the beautiful, 
loving, too-good-to-be-true stories. Tell us all the best love 
moments you’ve ever experienced!” 

1) msstark wrote: 

“I was recently single and reunited with a childhood friend. 
We went out to a bar one night, after deciding not to go and 
then changing our minds last minute. 

“This guy was flirting with her and she didn’t seem to be 
enjoying it, so I drank my beer nearby while keeping an eye 
on them. The guy’s friend started talking to me, asked me if 
I thought anything was gonna happen. I said no, and he said, 
‘I don’t mean them, I mean us.’ 

“We were married a year and a half later.” 

2) sunshineandflipflops wrote: 

“My husband and I met at work. I was 21, he was 34. June 
of 2014 I requested a transfer from the nursing home I 
worked at to the hospital next door. ( I wasn’t cut out to work 
in a nursing home.) 

“Everyone warned me to be careful around a specific 
physician who had a temper and wasn’t very friendly, didn’t 

 
58 Source: Ok_Replacement_8801, “What are your thoughts on the 
theory that many men purposefully perform housework poorly, so 
women will stop asking them to do it?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mlf96s/what_are_you
r_thoughts_on_the_theory_that_many/ >. 
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 like anyone, etc. They said I would know him by his 
demeanor. 

“So my first day rolled around and a guy walked up to me in 
the break room as I was getting ready for my shift. He shook 
my hand and greeted me. He introduced himself by his first 
name and not his title so I had no idea who exactly he was. 
He didn’t even have his badge on yet. 

“He had such a pretty voice and his eyes captivated me. My 
heart did the weirdest flip and I had butterflies. It was the 
first time I had ever been so nervous to talk to someone. He 
was the best-looking guy I had ever seen in my life. 

“He cracked a joke that was rather dark, but I have a dark 
sense of humor so I found it hilarious. I let out a giggle and 
he gave me the goofiest grin. The rest of the shift, he would 
seek me out just to crack a joke and make me giggle. He 
seemed so silly to me, and it made me feel like I was 
welcomed there. At the end of the shift, he asked for my 
schedule to see if we worked together again and then smiled, 
told me he can’t wait for our next shift together, and then 
left. 

“I just figured he was like that with everyone. Turns out he 
was the doctor everyone warned me about, and they all ran 
in once he left to stare at me like I was a zoo exhibit. 

“He happened to live between my apartment and the hospital 
we worked at, so when I was walking home that evening he 
noticed me and invited me over. We ended up going out to 
dinner and the entire time everything just kept clicking. It 
was like we had known each other our entire lives. We 
understood each other in a way that no one before had. 

“We have been together since that day, and I am currently 
pregnant with our first child. I couldn’t be happier. 
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 “Right now he is starfishing in bed with his leg thrown over 
me, snoring loudly, and trying to steal the blanket. I still 
wouldn’t trade him for the world. He isn’t everyone’s cup of 
tea, but to me he is perfect.” 

3) butterfliesfloat wrote: 

“I met my husband at a New Year’s Eve party. I had just 
moved to the city the November before, and one of my 
coworkers at the time invited me to a NYE party at his house. 
I was really hesitant to go because I’d never been to a NYE 
party, let alone one in a big city, and I didn’t have anything 
to wear. I went all over the city looking for something to 
wear and couldn’t find anything, but eventually ended up in 
Georgetown and came across the perfect velvet dress in the 
window of a thrift store. Bought it and got ready. 

“Took a cab to the party and my coworker started 
introducing me to people. Eventually, he introduced me to a 
guy who was his roommate in college and also worked at the 
same place (not the same office, different office so we hadn’t 
met). I thought he was incredibly cute and we hit it off 
immediately. We spent the whole night talking. Right before 
midnight, he asked me if we could kiss at midnight for good 
luck. Of course, I said yes. We kissed, and I felt butterflies 
all over. We walked around Capitol Hill afterwards for a bit 
and when it was time to go home, we exchanged numbers 
and made a date for the next week. I canceled two dates I 
had scheduled with other guys because I knew I just wanted 
to focus on him. We’ve been together ever since and are now 
married with three kids. It’s a very DC love story.” 

4) natureismyjam wrote: 

“I don’t think it’s too romcom but I know other people seem 
to love me and my husband’s story. We actually met in 
kindergarten. He came to my sixth birthday party. (He’s 
since told me he only came because his mom made him and 
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 his best friend was also invited and going.) We grew up in a 
small town where the people in your kindergarten class are 
the same ones you graduate with. In our second-grade class 
photo, we are actually standing right next to each other. 

“I moved away towards the end of elementary school but 
kept in touch with some mutual friends over the years (pre-
Internet — pen pal style. Lol). In 2010 he found me on 
Facebook apparently after he and some mutual friends were 
chatting about what happened to certain people. We started 
messaging and then dating long distance. I moved to where 
he was living as he was in the military. He proposed after 
almost a year-long deployment, we got married three days 
later (with a big wedding a year later), and we have been 
married for nine years now.” 

5) ChiliGoblin wrote: 

“We met at 13/14 years old, love at first sight — both sides. 
We were young so we had only a really good friendship and 
never acted on our feelings. 

“Eventually while growing up we took our separate ways 
and stopped talking. We didn’t have any contact for five 
years. 

“One day I was doing a clean-up of my Facebook friends, 
deleting everyone I wasn’t talking to anymore. His name was 
next on the list; I had a hard time deleting this one, but we 
weren’t talking anymore so I did it. 

“Months later: He was drinking with a friend, and his friend 
fell asleep so he had nothing to do. First thought he had was 
me so he go on Facebook to see my profile. 

“Late at night, I get a message from him on Messenger: 
‘Hey, we are not friends on Facebook anymore?’ I told him 
I cleaned up my friends’ list on Facebook months ago and as 
we hadn’t talked for years I deleted him. Then we just started 
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 chatting the whole night as if we were best friends who had 
never stopped talking. 

“I had a party planned the night after so without really 
thinking I invited him. At the party, we were still like best 
friends and nothing would let anyone believe we had just 
spent five years without any contact. 

“There was still love in the air. 

“As we were now older, flirting started, we were going out 
five times a week and eventually a kiss happened. 

“We moved in together three weeks later. It’s now been 
years, and I still consider it my personal fairy tale.”59 

60. “What Was Your ‘Holy Shit, I’m Going To Be All 
Right’ Moment?” 

1) agbmom wrote, “When my house was hit by a tornado one 
week after I quit taking anti-anxiety meds cold turkey. 
(That’s bad. Don’t do that.) I had stopped paying for renters 
insurance six months earlier because I didn’t have the 
money. My house was a mess before the tornado hit. 
Thinking about everything I had to clean was overwhelming, 
but I was making an effort a little bit at a time but it was hard. 
Then while I was at work and my daughter was at school a 
tornado went through town and hit my house — destroyed it 
and everything in it except for my dog. After I got a couple 
of things, the city said, ‘You can’t go back in. It’s 
dangerous,’ and condemned the house, and a week later they 
bulldozed it. Because of the community, my friends, my 
family, my work, my daughter’s school (which is out of 

 
59 Source: PokePotter666, “Women with romcom worthy love stories: 
what’s your story?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mlry2j/women_with_
romcom_worthy_love_stories_whats_your/ >. 
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 district so she was the only one at the school affected), we 
had everything we needed for a new place and the money to 
get a new place by the end of the week. IT WAS 
INCREDIBLE. Three weeks later, we moved into a 
townhouse. It was clean. I was clear headed. We had so 
much I was able to donate things to other families who lost 
homes from the tornado. My life has been so much better 
since then. There were some bad weeks where the dishes 
piled up and the trash needed taken out. But I always pulled 
it together. It was never so overwhelming like it was before.” 

hammerheadstark wrote, “Honestly, nothing is quite as eye 
opening as actually losing everything and realizing that life 
just goes on. It isn’t as bad as our mind makes it to be. Sure, 
you have to start over, but that is ok.” 

2) libinafieldofdbags wrote, “Abusive marriage right out of 
high school, had a couple of kids way too fast and stayed for 
years too long trying to be a ‘good’ wife and mother. Shortly 
after I left for good, I was at the park with my kids. My oldest 
came over to the bench I was sitting on and pretty much 
tackled me with a hug. I laughed and asked what was that 
for. Kid looked at me and said it was a thank you because we 
are all happy today. I was so scared they would hate me and 
not understand the choices I made. In that quick little 
moment, I knew I had underestimated all of us and that we 
really would be okay. Game changer for me mentally. Kids 
are the best.” 

3) validusrex wrote: 

“Dunno if you mean this in an abstract sense or a literal one, 
but I guess it requires a little backstory. Edit: This was really 
cathartic writing out. 

“I grew up as the only boy, my dad wasn’t around, I had one 
half-sister, my mom, my aunt, and my mom’s best friend and 
her three daughters. I can be very ‘effeminate’ at times. On 
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 top of that, I was mixed, in a primarily black neighborhood, 
going to a primarily white school. My half-sister, also mixed, 
is much more distinctly black than me, my mom’s best friend 
forever’s daughters are all black. So, on top of the outsider 
feeling of being the only boy, but being too girly to have 
male friends, I grew up with a lot of racial issues embedded 
into my life that always made me feel like an outsider as 
well. Mix in a family history of depression and suicide, and, 
well, you get it. I wasn’t exactly a happy kid. 

“I grew up very depressed and anxious pretty much all the 
time. I never understood why I felt like shit 24/7 but I did, I 
barely graduated high school because I had so many days 
where I just couldn’t get out of bed. I was bullied quite a bit, 
and the guys I considered my best friends definitely saw me 
as like a casual buddy. Fortunately for me, I met a lovely 
young woman, started dating, fell in love, and we got 
married when I enlisted into the military.  

“Half a deployment later, I find out she’s cheating on me, 
and a lifetime of anxiety and depression and shitty self-talk 
and hating myself came to a head. Even worse, my best 
friend at the time knew about the cheating and didn’t tell me, 
which made me feel like I had no one to talk to. I had a plan 
to kill myself, I knew exactly what I was going to do, but the 
right timing for it never came … thank god. 

“I got back, got divorced, got out the army, and started at 
school. An absolute mess, drinking almost every night, 
barely making ends meet, I was living with a guy who was 
doing meth in his room. Being a (now I can say) good-
looking guy right out of the army, a few years older than 
your peers, does wonders for your social life, I have to tell 
you. I felt like shit 24/7, but the people around me thought I 
was flourishing although suicide was on my mind 24/7. 

“I finished my entire undergrad, double majoring in 
linguistics and Arabic in two years. As it came close to the 
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 end, I got recommended for and accepted into a lab in my 
school to work with my department head on her project. She 
saw something in me, I don’t know what, and encouraged 
me to go to grad school. I thought there was zero chance I 
was getting into a Master’s degree program, but I was 
accepted. 

“And that was the moment. Reading that acceptance letter 
knowing that I was about to graduate and go onto a Master’s 
degree. That I was deserving of that. That, in spite of 
everything, I had managed to do it. I don’t know, now getting 
into grad school doesn’t seem like that big of a deal 
(especially since I just got accepted into a PhD program). 
But that moment was the point, maybe the first time in my 
life, that I felt worth anything. It was the first time in my life 
that I didn’t feel like I was just going through the motions. 

“I’ve since completed a thesis that I have gotten nothing but 
glowing feedback on, including several people reaching out 
wanting to work with me to continue the research. I 
effectively got recruited into my incoming PhD program: A 
professor saw my MA work and wined and dined me to get 
me to come to her program. I got accepted into three 
programs during a pandemic where incredible applicants 
were getting zero acceptances. I’m working a job between 
programs where my company’s COO [Chief Operations 
Officer] has grabbed me to work on projects with her 
because she saw the work I did and wanted to consult with 
me on trauma. 

“There’s such a huge part of me that wishes I could go back 
10 years and tell the person I was then that he’s gonna be 
okay. That he’s going to make it. I had so many dark nights, 
hoping I wouldn’t wake up in the morning. But I’m okay 
now. That moment reading that acceptance letter was the 
moment I said to myself, ‘Holy shit, you’re going to be all 
right.’ 
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 “Sorry this was so long. I don’t think I’ve ever typed all this 
out before.”60 

  

 
60 Source: NinjaFrogCat101, “[Serious] What was your, ‘Holy shit, I’m 
going to be alright’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mmdbgx/serious_what
_was_your_holy_shit_im_going_to_be/ >. 
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 Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “Bartenders Of Reddit, What Was The 
Weirdest/Craziest Thing You Have Overheard While 
Making Someone’s Drink?” 

1) Jhellams83 wrote, “A man and a woman are sitting at the 
bar. She starts crying and says, ‘I just want us to have 
something special.’ The guy looked her dead in the eyes and 
said, ‘We do have something special. We have sex. We are 
both married.’ Ten minutes later they are making out and 
she’s rubbing his dick over his pants. I loved slow 
Wednesdays.” 

ErwinFurwinPurrwin asked, “But were they married to each 
other?” 

Jhellams83 answered, “That’s a negative. After the make-
out session, I got to hear about their spouses.” 

MrRedneck commented: 

“I had a waiter at a restaurant tell me once about this weird 
married couple who would come in on dates and always split 
the bill in half and pay only for their portion. He said he 
knew they were married because they were wearing rings. 

“I suggested they might be married to other people and 
watched the light bulb moment happen. Haha. He just never 
clicked, I guess!” 

Lepattycake wrote, “A couple of regulars at a restaurant I 
worked at did this. They were married to one another, but 
both wanted to earn points on their cards. A lot of times when 
split down the middle one would pay a penny more than the 
other, so they’d see whose card had the extra penny, and the 
‘loser’ got to buy them both dessert. They’d get excited and 
a bit happily competitive about it. It was quite cute.” 
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 2) NashHighwind wrote, “I witnessed a complete 
relationship between two women over the course of one 
night. They met early in the night. They were clearly into 
each other. very flirty. The danced and drank the night way. 
They started making out and then disappeared for some time. 
Next time I saw them they were at each other’s throats. No 
clue what happened, but it ended with one saying, ‘I never 
want to see you again.’ Then she tormed out of the bar. After 
that night, I never saw either of them again.” 

laduquessa commented, “Gives speed-dating a new 
definition.” 

larszard commented, “They just speed-ran the entire 
relationship” 

RatTeeth commented, “That is the lesbian way. If they had 
made it back to one’s house and made it through breakfast 
the next morning without a disagreement, they’d probably 
live together for 30 years.” 

3) WhereTheWildflowersR wrote, “I once had to ask a 
woman to remove her infant from the bar top. She put the 
infant on the floor. I really don’t miss bartending.” 

WhenThatBotlinePing wrote: 

“Ugh, people bringing in kids. 

“I worked at the dirtiest punk rock bar imaginable for a bit 
years ago. We did some trade in food, mostly vegan stuff. 
One brunch this dude comes in with two young kids, and sits 
down to order brunch. We tried to warn him away, but he 
was adamant on staying.  

“He complained when ‘Fuck the Pain Away’ by Peaches 
came on the jukebox: ‘I’m here with my kids! This is 
inappropriate!’ 
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 “‘Yes, it is inappropriate. Where do you think you are right 
now?’” 

WhiteSriLankan commented, “As someone who’s been 
playing in punk bands in punk bars for about 27 years, the 
idea of a punk bar that has brunch is simultaneously the least 
and most punk thing I’ve ever heard, and I love it.” 

WhenThatBotlinePing responded, “Sunday Brunch was the 
first solid food a lot of these guys had had since Friday. It 
was a public service.” 

4) MasterPh0 wrote, “I occasionally work as a casino 
bartender and we will sometimes host the Marine Corps Ball. 
They get rowdy and have a good time, but it’s at the very 
end that you start seeing grown men cry. They start talking 
about their experiences during service with each other. The 
worst stories I ever overheard were from vets who served 
during the Vietnam War. It must have been terrible.” 

Midiblye wrote, “The first restaurant / bar I worked in I was 
only serving, but I frequently was in the section right next to 
the bar. One day I was busy serving a large group, but the 
restaurant was mostly empty and a guy behind me at the bar 
said, ‘You wanna pet my parrot?’ My initial reaction was the 
same as if a stranger had just come up behind me and 
touched my shoulders but when I turned around … it really 
was a guy with a parrot on his shoulder. The parrot’s name 
was Bobby and yes, both the bartender and I pet him.”61 

 
61 Source: xXSlimi_Gacha009, “Bartenders of reddit, what was the 
weirdest/craziest thing you have overheard while making someone’s 
drink?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mn8km4/bartenders_of
_reddit_what_was_the/ >. 
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 62. “What’s A Hard-To-Swallow Pill That Everyone 
Should Know?” 

Misseskat wrote, “No, everyone doesn’t always find ‘the 
one’ in their own time. People die alone every day. Some 
never having been in a relationship.” 

Ostruzina commented, “This one is really hard to swallow. 
The media make us believe that romantic love is the purpose 
of life and our ultimate goal. And it also makes it seem like 
everyone MUST meet the one, like it’s a rule.” 

imalittlefrenchpress commented: 

“For me, I’m actually glad that I never met ‘the one.’ 

“I’m 59, my daughter and her family live upstairs from me, 
and her dad lives down the street. 

“I have four grandkids whom I don’t have to share with 
anyone else when they’re with me, and I’ve had the 
opportunity to work on myself, and I’ve developed a fierce 
sense of independence and confidence that I didn’t have 
when I was younger. 

“Also, no one is offended if I choose to sit in piles of cat fur 
because I didn’t vacuum for a couple of days. Meow. 

“I made a shit ton of lemonade out of my life, and I’m loving 
it!” 

EchoEmpire commented: 

“My grandma! 

“She married my grandpa when they were young and 
divorced after they were done having kids, one of them being 
my mom. My grandma dated off and on over the years until 
I was about six years old. When I was six years old, Grandma 
had had a boyfriend for about 10 years at that point. She 
wanted to marry this man, but he couldn’t fully commit even 
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 after 10 years. It all came to a boiling point where she found 
out her boyfriend of 10 years had an entire family, which is 
why he couldn’t commit to my grandma. 

“My grandma never dated again after that. She moved closer 
to my family and at times she lived with us. Instead of trying 
to find a partner she just devoted all of her time and energy 
to my brother and me and my mom. She was the best 
grandma I could have ever been given. She meant the world 
to me. 

“She died surrounded by her family. She may not have had 
a partner or ‘the one,’ but she was not lacking for love in her 
life.” 

aintnowallbih commented: 

“Adding to that, not everyone even wants ‘The One.’ The 
idea of one romantic and sexual partner for the rest of my 
life sounds incredibly depressing to me personally. I’ve done 
long term, it makes me feel trapped and limited, and I also 
enjoy being single and totally in control of my own destiny. 
I love the idea of having many ‘great loves’ over the course 
of 80 years (hopefully I live that long!), not having to simply 
make it work with someone for decades on end because I 
committed myself to them during a different phase of my 
life. 

“I’m growing every day. Some people love finding a lifelong 
partner to grow with. I prefer to forge my own path and take 
my own journey, and find compatible partners along the 
way. I think of myself as a relationship hermit crab … when 
I outgrow one shell, I just find one that fits better moving 
forward.” 

alilminizen commented, “My life has opened so beautifully 
since I accepted this. Not having ‘the one’ doesn’t mean I 
can’t have a beautiful and meaningful relationship. My 
Significant Other and I struggle and scramble through life 
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 together and it is not always pretty. But at the end of the day, 
we have decided that we are better together than apart and 
we do genuinely love each other. Instead of an intense 
illustrious burning passion 24/7, we are satisfied with the ebb 
and flow of strong ecstasy to occasional apathy and blah 
feelings towards one another. We both know that there are 
probably people other people who would make us more or 
less happy in a relationship, but we love each other and we 
love what we have enough not to want to roll those dice. We 
don’t feel like we are settling, but we also don’t feel like we 
are cosmically destined to be together in a ‘you are the one / 
my soulmate’ kind of way. We choose each other and the 
agency in that is lovely.” 

celica18l commented, “The One may not be a lover — it can 
be a great friendship. I have friends who have amazing 
friendships in their lives and decent romantic relationships. 
I think their one person is their friend.”62 

63. “People Who Have Discovered A Post On Reddit 
That Was About Them, What Was The Post And Did 
You Confront The Person Who Posted It?” 

WafflesAreEpic wrote: 

“There was one a few years ago — a sub dedicated to finding 
porn stars who looked like you or people you know. So you 
post a pic and others would link porn actors who look 
similar. 

“One guy links some pictures from a girl in his class asking 
if anyone has suggestions and she got wind of it. She replied 
saying, ‘This looks like her,’ but the link was to a photo of 

 
62 Source: Papazolaxoxo, “What’s a hard-to-swallow pill that everyone 
should know?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mmqpwx/whats_a_ha
rdtoswallow_pill_that_everyone_should/ >. 
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 her holding a piece of paper with ‘you’re disgusting’ written 
in it. 

“Was quite entertaining, though the sub no longer exists to 
go check the original post out. Got axed in one of Reddit’s 
sub bans. 

“Edit: 

“The picture she posted is still around apparently.  

“And here’s an article that came out when it happened.”63 

64. “What Started As A Joke, But Then Became 
Something Serious?” 

FormalMango wrote: 

“My husband and I getting married. 

“Our first real date went for like 24 hours. 

“During the day, we were chatting that we both needed to 
move to a new rental place, and joked that we should just 
move in together. 

“A couple of hours later, and he joked that we just skip the 
rest and get married. I laughed, he laughed. We had sex. 

“Later on, we were lying in the back of the car, talking about 
where we wanted to live and how funny it would be if we 
actually did get married. And we had sex again. 

 
63 Source: big_head17, “People that have discovered a post on reddit 
that was about them, what was the post and did you confront the person 
that posted it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mne9nn/people_that_h
ave_discovered_a_post_on_reddit_that/ >. 



 172 

 

 “The next day, he sent me a text message saying, ‘How about 
it? Want to get married?’ 

“Thirteen years later, and we’re still going strong.” 

JoycenatorOfficial commented, “This is a level of 
wholesome I didn’t expect to find here and it totally made 
my morning. Congrats on the successful marriage!” 

FormalMango commented, “Thanks! We’ve had our ups and 
downs, but it was the best decision I ever made. He’s so 
fucking awesome.”64 

65. “What Is The Most Beautiful Thing Someone Has 
Done For You?” 

1) fjall_persika wrote, “I was living in London and my 
young niece in New Zealand saved up her pocket money to 
buy me this limited edition chocolate bar that was out, then 
she kept in in her drawer and resisted the temptation to eat it 
for a whole year until I came back to visit. She’s not really 
allowed candy and said she wanted to eat it every day, but 
she wanted to give me it as a gift even more.” 

2) Geodudes-Wife wrote: 

“My nan taking me in when I was escaping a bad 
relationship. She wanted nothing in return except that I got a 
job and paid for whatever amount her bills went up by 
having me there (since she’s on a fixed income). 

 
64 Source: Taegeukyi_, “What started as a joke, but then became 
something serious?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mnxhgt/what_started_a
s_a_joke_but_then_became_something/ >. 
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 “Moving in with her gave my whole life a new direction 
(went back to college, met my fiancé there, etc.), and I can 
never thank her enough for that.” 

3) SophieCatastrophe wrote, “My ex-husband did many 
wonderful things for me, but the one that sticks out was after 
our son was born, he (our son) was sent back into hospital at 
nine days old with severe dehydration and he’d lost over 
20% of his birth weight. They got him feeding a mix of boob, 
expressed, and formula [natural breast milk and formula] 
every hour. We were discharged from hospital and carried 
on the same boob, pump, formula routine at home. It was 
killing me. I sat on the bed holding my newborn, not trusting 
my body to be able to feed him properly, and I sobbed. Ex-
husband said, ‘That’s enough now. I’m sorting out a bottle 
and you can go to sleep.’ Having someone else make the 
decision for me and the baby in that moment without guilting 
me like the midwives, health visitors, my mum, and Internet 
posts had done was honestly the most beautiful thing anyone 
could ever have done for me. We might not be together 
anymore, but he’s still the only man I’d ever have had kids 
with. I couldn’t have picked a better dad for my babies. Son 
is now nine and despite his troubled start in life, he’s now 
strong and healthy and a lovely little nerd.” 

jcollins88 wrote, “I’m glad he was there for you in that 
moment. My son was out on formula before we even left the 
hospital. The guilt of not producing enough milk definitely 
worsened postpartum depression for me. Having a loving 
support system helps so much.” 

daelite commented, “Same. My daughter wasn’t thriving on 
breast milk. Then we found out she was lactose intolerant. 
We got her on soy milk and she finally started picking up 
weight. My mother-in-law helped me accept that it was for 
the best, even though it was a blow to my self-esteem as a 
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 mother at first. She went through the same with my husband 
when he was a newborn.” 

4) ballarooberry wrote, “When I was a teenager, I spent a 
short span of time in an inpatient unit. I met lots of people 
there, but one person sticks out the most. I was the only 
person on the unit with anorexia, and he was determined to 
help me (because the staff wasn’t trained in eating-disorder 
recovery). The staff passed out snacks, and I right away 
checked the calorie information. He took my snack away 
from me and brought it to the coloring station [a craft table?]. 
He came back, and he had colored over the nutrition label, 
and wrote, ‘You’re too beautiful to count calories.’” 

5) Bubbly_Platypus wrote, “My little brother bringing me a 
hot chocolate whenever I was a sad or angry teenager all the 
time. Because ‘hot chocolate makes you happy.’” 

6) Laylarhoades wrote, “My grandma giving me her book 
collection (she has been collecting her whole life and has 
some really valuable first editions). She bought me my first 
book when I was six and 18 years later she gave me her entire 
collection. She wanted nothing in return. She just said, 
‘Those were yours from the moment I saw how happy you 
were after I got you that book.’” 

Toadie9622 commented, “Oh, my heart! I’m trying to 
establish myself as the book grandma, and I think it’s 
working.” 

7) jkaeloi wrote, “Eight years ago, I had discovered a lump 
on my dog, and had to take her to a specialist to find out what 
it was. I went to visit my little brother just before his 10th 
birthday and told him about my dog. He got up, went to his 
room, and brought me $20 from his birthday gifts. I told him 
it was too much for him to give me. He said, ‘A million 
dollars might be too much, maybe.’” 
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 8) WineOutOfNowhere wrote, “My dear, dear friend died. 
His mom — whom I did not know at all — found me and 
told me within a day of it happening, before it was generally 
known at all. I’m so incredibly grateful to have not had to 
piece together why he stopped replying based off scattered 
Facebook clues and my heart fucking breaks for her finding 
this total stranger to tell the stranger that her son (the 
stranger’s friend) is dead.” 

9) fascinasians wrote: 

“There’s this one pair of shoes I really like wearing because 
they’re comfortable, waterproof, can be dressed up or down, 
and last forever. They got discontinued, which bummed me 
out a little, but they’re just shoes so I just made an off-hand 
comment about it to my husband about it and moved on. 

“Little did I know, he started searching Poshmark, Craigslist, 
eBay, and Facebook marketplace and found literally every 
pair in my size and bought it so I have a supply of these shoes 
forever. I’m a lucky one!”65 

66. “What Was The Sweetest Thing Anyone Has Ever 
Told You That You Can Never Forget?” 

1) BobB_y_h_r_e wrote, “My now-adult daughter said, ‘I 
loved my childhood.’” 

2) KrytonTek wrote, “My father-in-law. At my wedding I 
told him, ‘I promise I’ll take good care of her.’ He jokes a 
lot and has a great sense of humor, so I expected a joke along 
the lines of ‘You better’ or something like that, but 
completely serious, he just said, ‘I know you will.’ The man 

 
65 Source: MauiMadMan, “What is the most beautiful thing someone 
has done for you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 10 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mo31vn/what_is_the_
most_beautiful_thing_someone_has_done/ >. 
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 had more faith in me than I usually have in myself. In those 
four words, he said that he had absolute 100% complete faith 
in me to treat his daughter right, provide for her, etc. 
Amazing man. Absolutely love my in-laws, and my wife. 
Always supportive and encouraging.” 

3) Few-Interest-7496 wrote: 

“A little girl told me my hands are cute. I was at a low point 
in my life, and I had been told for several years that my hands 
are ugly. 

“It was innocent and genuine. I’ll never forget it.” 

4) Mumzaa wrote, “My husband told me he felt he was the 
stem of a beautiful flower, and it was his job to hold me high 
for the world to see how wonderful I am.” 

5) MeowCheez wrote, “About 10 years ago, I was in Target 
and a woman was wheeling her daughter around in the 
shopping cart. It was just us in the same aisle and the little 
girl says, ‘Mommy, look at that girl. She’s so pretty. 
Mommy, look, why aren’t you looking?’ I smiled at the girl 
as she was still saying it and pointing at me. (Her mom had 
her back towards me and wouldn’t turn around and just left 
the aisle.) I guess she felt weird. But I was an insecure 20-
year-old, and that really made my year.” 

6) pete1729 wrote: 

“A building inspector walked through my house, which I had 
resurrected from a smoking ruin. He was entirely quiet and 
taciturn as we toured the structurally repaired but gutted 
structure. At one point he stopped, smiled, turned to me, and 
said, ‘You’re a carpenter.’ 

“There’s way more context, but it was recognition from an 
elder, acknowledgement of months of effort, and release 
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 from potential conflict. Lying in bed in this house right now, 
it’s nice.” 

7) throwaway1a936 wrote, “When my great-grandmother 
found out the family and I were scared to tell her I’m trans, 
she said, ‘I don’t care what the Bible says. I love you because 
you are you.” 

8) Graxin wrote: 

“My old best friend and I after a year kind of fell in love and 
in the back in a car going home from a concert I had my head 
in her lap listening to her. She has this magnetic pull that 
boys can’t stay away from and said something about stupid 
boys doing dumb things to try to get with her. 

“‘Am I a stupid boy?’ 

“‘No, you’re a sweet boy.’ 

 “She stroked my hair, and I fell even more in love with her.” 

 9) Scarlet_Nightmare222 wrote, “I’m a natural redhead. My 
entire childhood I was bullied because no one else in my 
family has it (hereditary on my dad side of the family and 
still rare. Probably 1-3 every few generations.) I hated my 
hair color and wanted to dye it brown or black. My uncle told 
me during a family reunion, ‘Every time I look at you, you 
remind me of my mother. You get your hair color from her. 
Please don’t dye it. It’s a beautiful color. I love my mom’s 
hair color. Take care of it and it will shine even more 
beautifully.’ Ever since that conversation, I never wanted to 
dye my hair again. […] Rest in peace, Uncle George. Thank 
you for helping me love my hair color.”66 

 
66 Source: tycycle, “What was the sweetest thing anyone has ever told 
you that you can never forget?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 April 2021 < 



 178 

 

 67. “Tell Me About A Time You Were Gaslit, But It Was 
Funny Because You Saw It For What It Is?” 

The Original Poster added, “I’m in that position now and 
trying to find the ridiculousness humorous.” 

1) zazabizarre wrote: 

“My ex making up scenarios where I supposedly did 
something bad that literally did not happen. ‘You went to a 
party and sat on a guy’s lap’ — yeah, that didn’t happen. It 
really got to me at first and I would panic and try to reassure 
him, but by the end when I saw him for what he really was, 
I was basically laughing in his face and saying, ‘Making shit 
up again, are we?’ He would drink too much and take coke 
and just totally lose his mind and make up all kinds of bizarre 
scenarios that supposedly definitely happened. 

“After we broke up, he sent me some long text late at night 
(obviously drunk and high), saying he knew I had cheated 
on him because ‘people’ had told him, and told me that I was 
a ‘hoar,’ I just replied. ‘It’s spelt whore,’ and blocked him.” 

2) frenchdipsandwiches wrote: 

“I have teenagers. So it happens daily.  

“Apparently, they are the only kids in the world with any 
kind of rules, like, ever. Every day I am told that things are 
not how they are.” 

3) BlackShyl wrote, “My narcissistic ex didn’t stop sending 
me messages, e-mails, and Skype calls until months after I 
broke up with him. He didn’t respect that I asked him to 
leave me alone many times, and I was helpless so I asked my 
parents to send him a message for him to know that they 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/morbp2/what_was_the
_sweetest_thing_anyone_has_ever_told/ >. 
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 know what he did to me (I was just 19 years old) and tell him 
to stop. He had written to me that he would absolutely come 
back to see me, that he’d save money to come and all. I was 
scared of that. He answered to my parents that I was lying, 
he’d never said such a thing, blah, blah. My parents read 
your messages, dude — you just proved that I was not the 
liar.”67 

68. “Parents Of Identical Twins: Was There Ever A 
Moment When You May Have Lost Track Of Which 
Infant Was Which? Is It Possible That Baby A Is 
Actually Baby B?” 

1) doomeduser0324 wrote: 

“Identical twin here, not a parent. But my mother used to 
paint my toenails red and my brother’s blue because she was 
always afraid of that happening. Then when we got older, 
she bought him the blue shirts and me the red shirts. 

“She would paint like only one toenail, not all 10 toenails.” 

minutesinheaven commented, “My parents painted my 
sister’s toenail red, too! We are identical twins and they did 
it until we were old enough to know our names.” 

Metellic-Blue commented: 

“Parent of identical twins. 

“This is exactly what we did, except teal and purple! They 
still love the colors today!” 

 
67 Source: BlockedCockerel, “Tell me about a time you were gaslit but 
it was funny because you saw it for what it is?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 
April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mp8yx7/tell_me_abo
ut_a_time_you_were_gaslit_but_it_was/ >. 
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 2) Ambitious-Sleep wrote, “My dad is an identical twin. My 
grandpa has mentioned that he definitely got them mixed up 
when they were newborns, but he’s 99% sure he mixed them 
up again a couple weeks later, so he believes it evened out 
pretty well.” 

3) scotlandisbae wrote, “Not the parent but my dad still 
doesn’t get us right sometimes. And when we were younger 
we dressed in opposite colours. Since we had uniforms at 
nursery and school, we had different colour bags and 
jackets.” 

4) bigjoebowski wrote, “Dating an identical twin was tough, 
too. I can’t tell you the number of times I mixed them up. It 
was also kind of a game for them, but never in a nefarious 
way, only playful, and she never got mad if I fell for it. I 
found the easiest way to tell was to give her a hug. Hers felt 
warmer and more connected, I assume because of her 
comfort level with me.”68 

69. “[Serious] Muslims Of Reddit, What’s The Stupidest 
Question About Ramadan You Have Heard?”  

RawPeanut99 wrote: 

“My kid (seven years old) learned about Ramadan in school 
yesterday. (We are Dutch and Christian so it’s not a known 
custom for him.) He did a little written test and when asked 
if he would participate in fasting, he wrote: ‘No, Mom made 
a cake.’ Made me smile. I told him about Suikerfeest (that’s 
what we call the celebration at Ramadan’s end here) and that 

 
68 Source: shiver-yer-timbers, “Parents of identical Twins: Was there 
ever a moment when you may have lost track of which infant was 
which? Is it possible that Baby A is actually Baby B?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 12 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mpfj9b/parents_of_ide
ntical_twins_was_there_ever_a/ >. 
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 there is a lot of good food. He reconsidered and wanted to 
ask his Muslim classmate if he could come. 

“I hope this is the future for my kids: Share the joys and let 
others be how they are. Be informed about people who share 
the world with you and accept differences.” 

2) muksin18 wrote, “No stupid questions so far … people 
(my non-Muslim friends) are very considerate and 
understanding … my boss (a Hindu) even lets me get off 
work a bit early during Ramadan so I can prepare for 
breaking fast.” 

3) thundergunxpress wrote, “As a child who did not know 
any Muslims, I remember reading about NBA’s Hakeem 
Olajuwon fasting during Ramadan. I admit I thought he 
didn’t eat at all for the month. Then I thought about it and 
looked it up and felt like an idiot.” 

Jasmine2343xx wrote, “Hey, you educated yourself and 
that’s great!! Also, you bring up a good example for why 
representation matters. :)”69 

70. “What Was It Like Being Raised In An Unusual 
Environment (Like A Boat Travelling The World / 
Touring With A Family Band) Or With Interesting 
Parents (Geniuses / Famous / Very Popular)?” 

Lalina13 wrote: 

“My dad is fairly well known in the programming world, but 
it never really resonated with us. He would work crazy hours 
to develop new programs, yet still find time to be an 

 
69 Source: Sam_21000, “[Serious] Muslims of reddit, what’s the 
stupidest question about Ramadan you heard?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 
April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mq3cyj/serious_musli
ms_of_reddit_whats_the_stupidest/ >. 
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 incredible dad. I remember he used to eat espresso beans 
plain because he felt that they worked better than drinking 
espresso. Whenever he would have a new app or idea done, 
he would have us demo it on video as the ‘typical user.’ 

“I only recently realized what a big deal he was when I was 
working in DC and there was a big tech conference he was 
speaking at. He invited me to the cocktail reception 
afterwards, and every single person wanted to talk to him, it 
was insane. The biggest take away for me was what an 
incredible dad he was — not sacrificing his family for work 
he obviously loved and excelled at.” 

Andromeda321 wrote: 

“I had a very similar dad, and frankly it worked because my 
mom was a stay-at-home parent. I’m also older and from an 
age where the gender-role expectations were quite different; 
for example, my mom likes to joke that all us kids were born 
on a Thursday so my dad could be back in the office by 
Monday! 

“Mind, I really don’t want to make it sound like I didn’t 
spend a ton of quality time with my dad because that 
certainly wasn’t the case! When I was very little, my dad was 
always in charge of bath / bedtime when he came home, for 
example, and he was always telling stories or showing us 
cool science stuff or taking us on adventures. I don’t think I 
would have become a scientist without him, and honestly it 
was pretty awesome in high school to have a dad who could 
help you on trigonometry and calculus homework! 

“Thinking back on it, I think the trick was he could work 
long hours thanks to my mother, but he was always on the 
moment he was home interacting with his kids. He honestly 
didn’t have many hobbies like he does now in retirement, 
unless they were things he could do with us or picking up his 
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 kids’ hobbies, because we were the priority for the few years 
we were around.”70 

71. “Ladies Who Had Rainbow Hair, Undercuts, And 
Any Other Trendy Hairstyle — What Was Your Real 
Experience AFTER Getting Those Styles That All Those 
Instagram Fresh-From-The-Salon Posts Never Told Us 
About?” 

1) drunkenknitter wrote, “Bright pink hair will stain towels 
and pillowcases for weeks.” 

fribbas commented: 

“Yuuup. Anything wet hair comes in contact with, really. 

“My tub looks like the Kool-Aid man had a bad accident.” 

NorthFocus commented, “I purposely bought some red 
pillowcases for my red hair so no more stains!” 

Neurotic_Bakeder commented: 

“This story is NSFW [Not Safe For Work] but whatever. 

“I used to dye my hair bright purple. My approach was ‘my 
hair is dark and I don’t like bleach, so I’m going to get as 
much pigment in my hair as humanly possible.’ I’d usually 
stain my whole scalp, neck, ears, etc. My point is, I was using 
a ton of dye. 

 
70 Source: foggyglasses123, “What was it like being raised in an 
unusual environment (like a boat travelling the world/touring with a 
family band) or with interesting parents (geniuses/famous/very 
popular)?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mq4pka/what_was_it_l
ike_being_raised_in_an_unusual/ >. 
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 “So a couple of days after I dye my hair, I have sex with my 
boyfriend. It’s warm, I’m sweating, and I’m on top. 

“So he notices bright purple-dyed drops of sweat trailing 
from my scalp down my neck and chest. 

“Honestly, it was pretty hot. In like a 90s-era Gatorade 
commercial kind of way.” 

2) Jay_Edgar wrote, “I had bright blue hair for a while about 
ten years ago. When I was in Seattle, strangers said, ‘Nice 
hair!’ and gave me a thumbs up. When I was in Manhattan, 
strangers assumed I was a lesbian. When I was in a wealthy 
suburb, strangers stared at me in nice restaurants.” 

3) not_doing_that wrote: 

“Just a bunch of old dudes tellin’ me they don’t like it. 
Which, lol, it’s not for you, gramps. 

“It’s nice that my hair announces to the world that I am 
liberal. Saves a lot of stupid conversations because at a 
glance they know I’m not who they want to talk to about 
conservative-ist views. 

“I get lots of compliments, too.”71 

 
71 Source: trwwy321, “Ladies that had rainbow hair, undercuts, and any 
other trendy hairstyle — what were your real experience AFTER 
getting those styles that all those Instagram fresh-from-the-salon posts 
never told us about?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mqrw89/ladies_that_h
ad_rainbow_hair_undercuts_and_any/ >. 
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 72. “Bisexual People Who Have Dated Both Genders, 
What Are Some Notable Differences You’ve Learned 
About Dating Both Women And Men?” 

1) Someone wrote, “They both think their signals are clear. 
They are not.” 

Upst8r commented, “I like this answer.” 

hydroblitz554 replied, “Neither do I.” 

Arctic_Gnome commented, “That because if we make our 
intentions clear, men get called creeps and women get called 
sluts. Society forces us to be subtle.” 

fluorescent_puma commented: 

“I agree somewhat, but as a woman, I feel like we don’t 
always have to be subtle. If you express your interest in a 
polite and direct manner, that’s generally acceptable. 

“For example, I just directly told a guy a few days ago that I 
had feelings for him. Literally said the words ‘I am attracted 
to you’ and ‘I have a crush on you.’ 

“I was extremely nervous to do it, so I understand why it 
isn’t the norm. Sending indirect signals is safer. But it went 
well, and he was super sweet to me. I know this is anecdotal, 
though.” 

TransTechpriestess commented, “I had surgery recently, and 
kinda sorta told a guy friend of mine I wanted to do him 
while I was high on pain meds. When I came around 
properly I was mortified, but he was really sweet and 
understanding about it, just sorta confused because I’m 
otherwise a lesbian. And I mean, yeah, I am. It’s basically 
just him and Xemnas from Kingdom Hearts for guys I’m 
attracted to. His only concerned words were, and I quote, ‘I 
just question your taste in guys.’” 
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 2) automaticdream wrote, “Women like snacks and will 
usually bring / have snacks. Men also like snacks, but usually 
won’t have them ready. They’re more likely to say, ‘Let’s go 
get snacks.’” 

JoeBrly commented, “I’ve found that women keep all sorts 
of shit on them for emergencies: hand cream, lip balm, 
tissues, multiple different types of tablets, tampons, mints, 
foundation with a little mirror on it and hair ties. But it’s all 
just loose in the bag! Like if you ever need anything all you 
gotta do is go and find a woman with a big bag and she’ll 
sort you out, but it’ll take her five minutes to find it.” 

Ai_of_Vanity commented, “This was my work trick. If I 
started getting a headache, I searched for the woman with the 
biggest purse and asked for headache medicine.” 

LittleFlowers13 commented, “It’s why my purse weighs 20 
pounds. There’s nothing particularly valuable in there, but 
all together it’s like a giant Swiss Army bag. Actually, I have 
a large Swiss Army knife in there. That along with: a light 
jacket, extra masks, hand sanitizer, painkillers, lip balm, gas-
x, mini sewing kit, Imodium, pads, Benadryl, DayQuil, at 
least two different beverages (a water and a diet soda), 
mascara, lipstick, hand cream, face mist, a few snack-sized 
candies from Easter, Neosporin, anti-itch cream, hair ties, 
and condoms. Oh, and a shit ton of receipts. (I never clean 
my purse out.)” 

frustrated_t-rex commented, “I keep a special case in my 
(admittedly) large purse, too! I have many of the same things 
as you, such as Neosporin, hydrocortisone, Advil, sunscreen 
etc.; however, I also keep some pliers and a small leopard 
print hammer that has several types of screwdrivers in the 
handle. I was thrilled when I found it and purchased it strictly 
to add to my ‘emergency kit.’” 
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 EphemeralApricity commented, “This is true. Our purses are 
like the TARDIS. They’re bigger on the inside.” 

DandyBErlin responded, “This is why women’s clothes 
have tiny unusable pockets. Given regular-sized pockets you 
would just break the laws of physics.” 

sucrausagi commented, “I have some overalls with five giant 
pockets and a denim jacket with six decent-sized pockets. 
I’m scared if I wear both at once that the sheer amount of 
stuff I could carry would create a black hole.” 

3) Twilcario wrote: 

“Both genders are bad at communicating, but in completely 
different ways. 

“Men are more likely to not tell you information that would 
be important to you simply because they don’t deem it 
important. They think they gave you the important 
information. If you can’t understand it, then you’re either 
trying to complicate the issue or you’re not listening to them. 

“Women are more likely to not tell you information 
important to them because they see it as obvious. If they have 
to tell you the issue, then you’re not paying attention to them 
and the issue at hand or you’re not as invested in the 
relationship as they are.” 

500th_throwaway commented, “I’m a couples counselor. My 
job security is fantastic.” 

4) shinyphanpy wrote: 

“Dating a man feels like one of your male best friends 
decided he likes dick one day. Dating women feels ‘softer’ 
and even though common interests are there, there’s more of 
listening to their interests because they like it and you’re 
interested in them and not because you care about the subject 
at hand. 
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 “They both still have that same tenderness and butterfly 
feeling. That’s been my experience so far anyways.” 

Joeybatts1977 commented, “Best friend likes dick! That 
made me laugh! I think I would still bug the shit out of him! 
‘Haha, we both lost at gay chicken! Fucking loser!’” 

Himblebim commented, “I feel like if you fuck another dude 
you both won at gay chicken.” 

shinyphanpy commented, “Yeah, that kind of teasing is still 
there all the time — it just leads to extra-fun places.” 

CurveOfTheUniverse wrote: 

“I’m a bisexual man. I find the dynamics of trust to be vastly 
different between my male and female companions. Men 
have been quicker to trust me, but became more nervous 
over time; women needed more time to build that trust, but 
once it was there, it was solid. 

“I’ve generally thought of that as not being inherent to their 
gender and instead tied to how they relate to my maleness. 
In the same-sex relationships, there’s a lot more risk 
involved because of societal heteronormativity — there’s the 
initial pressure to be out and proud that prompts these men 
to engage in their relationships with passion, but then there’s 
a worry that the relationship will fail because of the toxic 
aspect of queer pride. With the women, there’s a general fear 
of violence from men, so there’s more caution early on.” 

SecretlyFBI commented, “I’m a woman who’s dated men 
and women.. For me, it’s far easier to build instant trust with 
a woman because I’m a woman and we feel safer with each 
other, but it takes a lot of time and trust-building before I’m 
in the same place with a man.” 

5) profan1028 wrote: 
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 “So keep in mind that this is my own experience, and is in 
no way meant to apply to everyone. 

“I’m a bi male. 

“Non-sexually, men are much more straightforward in 
almost every way. Everything from what they want to eat, to 
whether or not they’re interested in you. Women rely much 
more on cues or non-verbal communication. 

“In my experience, gay men have been the least receptive to 
the fact that I’m bi. Straight women tend to be hesitant, but 
if they’ve already shown interest in me, they usually are still 
interested after I tell them I’m bi. 

“Sexually, with men it’s about finishing. With women it’s 
about the journey. With men, I’ve had more than one 
occasion where we’re playing video games and someone 
starts getting frisky. We pause, get each other off, and are 
back to playing games in like 10 minutes. Women, on the 
other hand, tend to like getting frisky, then foreplay, then 
sex, then winding down. 

“It’s much easier to find a man to be with than a woman, at 
least for me. 

“I’m below average in the looks department (like a 3, maybe 
a 4 on a good day). The women who are interested in me 
tend to be around there, and I’ve never had an objectively 
‘hot’ one show interest in me. While most of the men I’ve 
been with also fall somewhere around there, I’ve slept with 
a couple of genuinely hot guys. Muscular, tanned, well-
endowed. There’s a certain set of guys who really like 
chubby guys and apparently I fit the bill for them. 

“Everyone likes cuddles, though.” 

Perpetualshades commented: 
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 “‘We pause, get each other off, and are back to playing 
games in like 10 minutes.’ 

“I always figured bi dudes had it made.” 

profan1028 responded: 

“It’s great. I tend to be more physically attracted to men but 
more emotionally attracted to women. But I swear the best 
relationship I ever had was a FWB-plus situation I had with 
this one guy. We weren’t really dating, but we were kind of 
using each other for sex until something more permanent 
came along. I don’t really know how to explain it that well. 

“In any case, it’s the most stress free I’ve ever been in a 
relationship. Neither was trying to impress or keep the other. 
We just hung out, played games, watched sports, and fucked. 
When it ended we both went our separate ways, and that was 
that.” 

kainzilla asked, “Do you sometimes still never talk?” 

wait_what_how_do_I responded, “Ron Swanson nod of 
approval.”72 

73. “If You Think You’ve Been Ghosted (Romantic Or 
Otherwise), What’s The Best Way To React?” 

1) Iltruism wrote, “To do twenty push-ups every day that 
you haven’t been answered. Add to those twenty more push-
ups for every week you haven’t been answered. It won’t 

 
72 Source: Trevor-on-Reddit, “Bisexual people who have dated both 
genders, what are some notable differences you’ve learned about dating 
both women and men?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mqx3f8/bisexual_peopl
e_who_have_dated_both_genders_what/ >. 
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 make them come back, but in a few months you’ll be fit and 
hot while they’ll be short of a friend and fat.” 

Spazzle17 commented, “I’ll replace that with squats and 
crunches. This is actually some solid advice. My abs will 
glisten from my tears as well, so they won’t go to waste.” 

2) The_Lifeless_Void wrote: 

“Forget them and move on. 

“Anything else is either inviting trouble or just making you 
look desperate.” 

3) NapCat9 wrote: 

“If it’s a long-time friend or someone you’ve known for 
many years, that’s more concerning and I’d understand 
reaching out to them to find out what’s up, but if it’s 
someone you’ve known for only a few days, weeks, or 
months (especially in the dating scene), don’t bother and just 
move on. It happens, and it may not be due to anything 
wrong you’ve done. If they ghost you, are they really worth 
your time in pursuing? 

“Tip: If you’re no longer interested in someone and you’ve 
been on a few brief dates or whatever, just tell them. Put an 
end to it. ‘Hey, you seem like a wonderful person but I just 
don’t think we clicked and I’m not into you romantically. I 
wish you all the best.’ Something like that. It ain’t hard.” 

4) Zandandido wrote, “Go on to the next person. They 
weren’t mature enough to just say goodbye. It definitely 
sucks.”73 

 
73 Source: Spazzle17, “If you think you’ve been ghosted, (romantic or 
otherwise) what’s the best way to react?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 April 
2021 < 
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 74. “What Is Something Good That Has Happened To 
You, But Ironically You Wish It Had Not Happened In 
The First Place?” 

1) HeadsetBear wrote: 

“Losing my virginity. 

“It’s nice that I have experience with sex and whatnot … but 
I wish I saved it for someone who actually cared about me.” 

DropoutPerspective commented, “I tell myself this all the 
time. It’s okay that it happened with that person, but the 
bright side is that after a few meaningless times with 
different people, I better understand that I can’t handle that.” 

Lord_of_the_turtles commented, “1000 times this. It was 
nice and I’m glad it wasn’t in a bad situation (considering it 
could have been worse than just someone who didn’t care 
about me), but if I had the opportunity to do it again I’d 
choose not to. At least I did it only once.” 

2) Whysorandy wrote, “Today I ordered a coffee at lunch 
and a donut I didn’t need because I’m trying to eat better, but 
it was a crappy day at work so I gave in. They forgot to give 
it to me at first, but the guy came back with it and said 
happily that he didn’t want to charge me due to the mistake, 
and in fact put two donuts in there! Ugh. I definitely ate both. 
Lol. Oh, well.” 

3) Runbunnierun wrote: 

“We got married. 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mrpwdi/if_you_think_
youve_been_ghosted_romantic_or/ >. 
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 “Not that I wouldn’t still want him by my side on this 
rollercoaster. 

“It’s just weddings really were NOT for me. I wish (almost 
five years later) that we had just eloped and saved for a 
really, really great vacation. A trip to Spain would have been 
nice. 

“The wedding wasn’t much — a nice simple backyard affair. 
It was cute. But all day I just felt so out of place. I couldn’t 
relax, and I didn’t enjoy it. 

“We don’t even have prints of our pictures. It just wasn’t 
really ‘us.’ 

“I’m forever glad it happened, but if I could take it all back 
I would.” 

sunnymufflin123 wrote, “Yeah, everyone was so excited on 
our behalf while my partner and I were secretly like ‘can’t 
wait for it to be over.’ Congrats, by the way!” 

Runbunnierun responded, “We continuously hear about how 
sweet and perfect it was. I’m not sure they were at the same 
wedding.”74 

75. “Getting Tired Of Hearing Who People Hate In 
Every Damn Thing, So Who Is Someone You DO Like?”  

1) gogojack wrote: 

“Late last year I got a temp job working at a factory making 
N95 masks. It was a full-time gig, which was something I 

 
74 Source: 2000sSilentFilmStar, “What is something good that has 
happened to you,but ironically you wish it had not happened in the first 
place?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mrqnox/what_is_som
ething_good_that_has_happened_to/ >. 
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 hadn’t had since the start of the pandemic, and it was not 
exactly easy. Busted my ass every night (I was on 2nd shift) 
and was like well, at least I’ve got a job. Something millions 
of people didn’t have. 

“I got to know this guy named Danny. We both started 
around the same time, were about the same age (over 50), 
and he was always just so happy and positive. 

“One night on lunch break we were talking. He asked me 
where I lived, and I said I’ve got a little house … not much, 
but it’s mine. I asked what part of town he lived in, and he 
said he was in a nearby shelter. 

“Dude was homeless. Freely admitted that he’d screwed up 
his life with alcohol and drugs, but he was busting his ass six 
days a week at that job trying to get back on track. Whenever 
I saw him, I’d be like, ‘How’s it going, Danny?’ and he’d 
respond, ‘Living the dream, man!’ 

“I figure, if that guy can keep a positive attitude, then what’s 
my problem? On my last day he said we should stay in touch, 
so I gave him my phone number. Haven’t heard from him 
since. Don’t even know if he had a phone. I hope he’s doing 
well.” 

2) lil_jon_0002 wrote: 

“I was 17, got an internship in Washington DC. On my first 
day I got lost on my way home, it started pouring, and my 
new / only suit started to get drenched. I ran for cover, but 
there was none — all the buildings were closed up. 

“I spotted an awning and hid underneath it. A smiling black 
man in his 40’s came out and said, ‘Man, it’s wet out there, 
huh? Haha.’ I told him I was lost and I didn’t know what to 
do. He said, ‘Hold on a minute,’ ran inside ,and came out 
with a raincoat and an umbrella. ‘This will help,’ he laughed. 
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 I didn’t want to take the items, but he insisted. I said, ‘I’ll 
bring this back tomorrow,’ and got his name. ‘Earnest.’ 

“When I returned the next day, I went inside the building. 
‘Hi, I need to return this to Earnest,’ I said. The people at the 
front looked at each other. ‘Um, ok.’ I could tell something 
was off. ‘Can you tell me what room he’s in?’ They looked 
at each other then back at me. ‘When did he give that to 
you?’ They asked. I told them and they said, ‘Oh, then he’ll 
be long gone by now.’ 

“They could sense I was confused. Finally one of them told 
me, ‘Son, this is a homeless shelter, people stay only the 
night and then they leave.’ 

“That’s when I realized, an older black man, with nothing to 
his name, happily gave up his raincoat and umbrella to help 
an entitled young man in a suit, fresh off his first day of 
interning at the House of Representatives. 

“It’s been 15 years, and I’ll never forget ‘Earnest.’ 

Note by David Bruce: The name is probably spelled 
“Ernest,” but he does seem like an earnest fellow. 

3) irishwonder wrote: 

“Motherfuckin’ Guy Fieri, to hell with the haters. A 
genuinely nice guy who never has a bad word to say about 
anyone, who whole-heartedly follows his passion, who is 
involved in charitable outreaches, and who generally uses 
his platform to elevate others … what’s not to like? GGG 
[Good-Guy Guy? Good, Giving, and Game?] is my jam. 

“The flames on his shirt just make him faster when he speeds 
into your heart.” 

SailorSpoon11 commented, “I’m guilty of hating him in the 
past. It was the backwards sunglasses and the hair and the 
fire shirts. But then I started hearing about all the good he 
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 does and how he had restaurant workers backs during the 
pandemic. Moral of the story: Don’t judge people by their 
fire shirts; some fire-shirt people are good.” 

4) dontmessupmyroutine wrote, “Growing up in a toxic 
foster home and having no real mother figure in my life 
caused me to have attachment / mommy issues and I would 
literally seek praise, love, admiration, and guidance from 
any adult female figure whom I liked or who liked me. Many 
of them obviously didn’t feel comfortable with it and I would 
burn bridges just to avoid feeling embarrassed. My grade 8 
teacher replaced one of my mother figures and I hated her 
for it. She was kind, though, and would still lightly try to get 
me to warm up to her. She wouldn’t overstep any 
boundaries, she always checked in with me, she would help 
me with anything I needed, and I honestly became very 
attached to her. She became my brother’s grade 7-8 teacher 
as well and we became closer over that. I met her when I was 
13, and throughout the next six years, she helped me in 
school, helped me receive proper treatment, fed me and my 
brother, spoiled us with basic necessities, helped me get my 
first job, came to my graduation (without my foster parents, 
my foster parents went only to my foster brother’s 
graduation), helped me get my first apartment, and helped 
me get into college! Even helped me out when my newborn 
kitten was causing me to lose sleep and miss college classes. 
She cried with me when I was in a crisis centre for trying to 
end my life. (She was the one who called the ambulance and 
basically saved my life.” She loved me like her own, and 
people constantly mistake us for daughter and mother. She’s 
probably one of my best friends and she’ll definitely be at 
my wedding, meet my kids, and always be a part of my life.” 

5) DarthContinent wrote, “Sikhs. Some of the kindest, most 
generous, most selfless people I’ve known in this life. Kudos 
to them for being such excellent human beings!” 
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 aussiegreenie wrote, “Sikhs are so effective at providing 
relief during natural disasters, They are part of the Australian 
disaster planning. Whether it’s fire, flood, or cyclones, the 
blokes with the turbans will be there cooking for the first 
responders, victims, or anyone who needs a feed. Often they 
are quicker than the official support.” 

6) TheASCIItype wrote, “Our local cops are actually pretty 
cool. One of them pulled my wife over about a month ago 
because they saw her tire getting low. I was like 10 minutes 
away, but the guy and his partner had the spare on by the 
time I got there, which was super helpful because she was 28 
weeks pregnant at the time.” 

Abramabundiz commented, “That’s the type of cops we 
need more of — that’s protecting and serving right there.”75 

76. “What Are Your Most Memorable Moments With 
Your Significant Other?” 

1) Billbapoker wrote: 

“We had just gotten married — like minutes before — and 
we were in the courtyard for pictures, and she was standing 
against a wall — they were posing her somehow for some 
staged shot. 

“I was just lost apparently, in my own little world marveling 
at the fact I was now married to this woman I truly loved. It 
was a moment I never thought I’d see. 

 
75 Source: Abramabundiz, “Getting tired of hearing who people hate in 
every damn thing, who is someone you DO like?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
165 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mrr87r/getting_tired_o
f_hearing_who_people_hate_in_every/ >. 
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 “Then the camera man snapped a picture and as soon as I 
saw the flash and started to turn, he yelled at me not to move. 

“I didn’t realize I was posing. Apparently I had the ‘look of 
love’ in my eyes. 

“Later when he developed that first picture and we got it, it 
was true. The guy captured a once-in-a-lifetime moment, and 
I have the biggest shit-eating grin on my face I probably ever 
had, and my wife is captured forever beautiful just in the 
background with my eyes fixed on her.” 

2) M1nn1m0use wrote, “The first time he told me he loved 
me, he was so nervous it took him forever to get out (he’s 
pretty shy), and I felt it was coming so I was just SO excited 
to say it back that I was almost bouncing up and down 
(which probably didn’t help his nerves!). The kiss after it 
will forever be ingrained in my mind. I had been wanting to 
say it for weeks but was afraid it was too soon, and after we 
talked about it I found out that he had been feeling the same 
way!”76 

77. “Girls Of Reddit, What Was The Best Flirting 
Technique Someone Did To You?” 

1) Razzmatazz12345 wrote, “‘Hey, do you want to help me 
throw fruit at my friends? — 16-year -ld boy at summer 
camp, holding a bunch of oranges, who wanted to meet me. 
I was also 16 at the time.” 

blue_sky09 commented, “I feel like this is the exact 
technique that cavemen used to woo cavewomen.”  

 
76 Source: Difficult-Winner2154, “What are your most memorable 
moments with your SO?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/msb6wu/what_are_you
r_most_memorable_moments_with_your_so/ >. 
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 2) janaeosb wrote, “Told me at a Halloween party that he had 
his eye on me. Proceeded to hand me a squishy eyeball.” 

3) MotoZed wrote: 

“A guy I had met and liked walked me home one night (but 
was hesitant to be involved further once I found out he was 
much younger). Early the next evening he went to the back 
door of my house and left a note with a bottle of wine, then 
knocked the door and left. 

“When I opened the door, the note said, ‘If you would like 
someone to share the bottle with, open the front door. If not, 
enjoy it alone. (Name) x.’ It was such a surprise and a kind 
gesture that I opened the door. 

“We ended up having a seven-year relationship. Even 
bought a house together. Things went a bit bad and we broke 
up, and then later I found out he passed away from prostate 
cancer (at 38 years old). 

“He was such a nice, kind person. Hard to believe the world 
doesn’t have him anymore. Sorry for the sad element.” 

4) hecata678 wrote, “Not me, but my mum. My mum and 
dad were set up by a friend of theirs. My mum is completely 
deaf; upon being told this before he met her, my dad went 
out and learned as much sign language as he could before he 
met her. My mum doesn’t know sign language. Adorable 
and hilarious.” 

blackuranium asked, “Sorry if it’s a bit dumb, but how does 
she communicate with someone if she doesn’t know sign 
language?” 

hecata678 answered, “All good. She lip-reads and was 
taught to speak perfectly by a speech therapist. This was a 
long time ago when deaf people had a much harder time 
(they have a pretty hard time now, too, but it was a lot worse 
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 then), and her mum wanted her to have the best chance in 
life so didn’t want her to rely on sign language.” 

5) JawIsStronk wrote, “My first boyfriend came into the 
store where I was working and just straight up told me he 
had seen me through the window and needed to run home to 
clean up / put on something nice, so he could come back and 
ask me on a date. It was super endearing. :)” 

6) famboyanza wrote: 

“I started dating the university’s lone wolf and was 
extremely surprised to find how incorrigible a flirt he was. 
But he didn’t speak my native language, he was not from my 
state, and my parents wouldn’t have approved of our 
relationship. 

“When I told him I didn’t want to lead him on, he said we 
would try our best and if it didn’t work out he would take 
full responsibility for his broken heart and that I need not 
feel pressured. The feeling of liberation I felt cinched the 
deal for me. Looking back I am strangely touched by how 
he, an introvert, had allowed himself to be openly vulnerable 
in front of me. 

“After seven years of a solid relationship (which included 
three years of wearing my parents down to accept him), we 
got married a couple of months ago.” 

7) Constantlerner01 wrote, “We met at a Halloween house 
party and when I was going to leave he walked me to the 
room with all the coats, which also happened to be a kids 
room and he asked me, ‘What color crayon would you like 
to write your phone number with?’ I married him. Celebrated 
20 years.” 

8) aes7288 wrote: 
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 “I once had a guy walk up to me at a bar and said, ‘Hello, 
my name is Rob and I’ll be hitting on you tonight. What can 
I get you to drink?’ Silly, playful, and direct. We dated for 
about eight months. 

“Edit: Wow! Thank you for the awards! For anyone wanting 
to use this line, he said it in a playful way with a huge smile.” 

9) DeathChicken54 wrote: 

“I was riding home with some of my friends back in 2008. 
We stopped to drop off the one guy, and I got out to stretch. 
I mentioned that the stars were so much more visible up there 
in the mountains and he said, ‘Yeah, they’re really pretty. 
Wish I had someone to watch them with.’ 

“I’m a sucker for corny guys. We got married the next year 
and are celebrating 12 years this June.” 

Oddment0390 commented, “This reminds me of when my 
now-husband and I went on our first date. We were sitting 
by the waterfront overlooking the city. I remarked what a 
nice view it was and he said, ‘I have two beautiful views 
tonight.’” 

10) demsdabreakskid wrote: 

“A guy told me that he liked my shoes and asked where I’d 
gotten them. 

“We were in a bowling alley.” 

NatrelChocoMilk commented, “I would have just replied, 
‘At the counter.’ I am not good at picking up hints.” 

BurntChan commented: 

“Totally me as well. 

“A girl stroked my beard and told me she was ‘here by 
myself’ and I was like, ‘Oh, that sucks. Have a good night!’” 
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 hopsinduo wrote, “A girl I was chatting to asked, ‘Can I buy 
you a drink?’ and I said, ‘No thanks, I’ve already got two!’ 
I think that has to be the biggest hint I ever missed.” 

11) ceerz wrote, “I like sunsets — they’re kind of my thing. 
I photograph them and have sold calendars about them. I just 
like sunsets. Anyway … I was participating in a medical 
study, and we were sequestered to our room for 14 days. The 
guy I liked would send me pictures of the sunset each night 
because he didn’t want me to miss any.” 

12) melillareal wrote, “I was in Chicago on business, got a 
horrible migraine, and had to cancel a meeting with a man I 
had met with (for work) the day before. I get really bad 
migraines, really, really bad. After it was over, I had to get a 
bit of food and something to drink, but it was very late and 
there was no way I would survive any kind of car / cab ride. 
He was the only person I knew in town, so I sent him a text 
to see if he knew of anything in my area that would be safe / 
open that late within walking distance. He drove 30 minutes 
across town in the middle of the night to walk me to a 24-
hour restaurant and buy me dinner. I’ve been with him for 
11 years now.”77 

78. “Men Of Reddit, How Do You Find The Courage To 
Ask Someone Out?” 

1) deeptime wrote, “Don’t treat it like a case of acceptance 
vs. rejection. Consider it an opportunity to increase your 
understanding. If the other person says no, you now 
understand the situation better.” 

 
77 Source: hungary70, “Girls of Reddit, what was the best flirting 
technique someone did to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/msy7ko/girls_of_reddit
_what_was_the_best_flirting/ >. 
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 2) Grenache wrote, “My view is that there are three possible 
outcomes. 1. A yes. 2. A polite no. 3. A mocking / 
judgmental no. If it’s 1, great. 2, no problem at all, 3, I 
obviously wasn’t seeing the right things and someone who 
would react like that is absolutely not someone I’d be 
interested in a relationship with and as such I’d consider it a 
lucky miss.” 

3) Ferrets_Pride wrote, “In my case it was a matter of the 
desire to get laid overriding the fear of rejection.” 

tallandlanky commented, “There is absolutely nothing 
wrong with wanting to get laid.” 

4) 7DimensionalParot wrote, “I literally just thought: 
What’s the worst that can happen? I thought to myself: 
Wouldn’t it hurt more to wonder forever whether she liked 
me than to get rejected?” 

7DimensionalParot added, “When I am on my deathbed, I 
would much rather have tried and failed than sat scared on 
the sidelines. The greater rewards in life, including love, can 
only be attained through risk.” 

5) Rattier2007 wrote, “Why is this aimed only at men? I’ve 
asked out every single guy I was into, and let me tell you that 
is stressful as hell especially because I’m a woman. They 
never expect it, I’ve been turned down plenty, and it takes 
just as much courage. I find knowing that nothing will 
change after I ask comforting. Like if I ask them out and they 
say no, how you react is the biggest factor in how life goes 
on, so if you just let it go afterward, it’s like it didn’t even 
happen but at least you got your answer. If they say yes, well, 
then cool, let’s go out and THEN you can stress out about it, 
lol, but by then the hard part is done and you know they’re 
at least semi-interested.” 

Treeninja12, the Original Poster of this question, responded, 
“Sorry for not including men. Where I live, it’s always men 
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 who are the ones who do the asking-out in heterosexual 
relationships. It’s very, very rare to hear about women 
asking men out.” 

Rattler2007 replied, “Oh, lol, no worries, Where I live, it’s 
mainly men who ask, too. I’m just impatient and have no 
ability to flirt, so I find being the initiator much easier than 
waiting around. And like I said it tends to weird guys out a 
bit. My current boyfriend was all annoyed with me when I 
asked him because he wanted to ask me out, but he was just 
taking too long. Lol.” 

setsurenka wrote: 

“Same here — though I stopped finding it stressful once I 
turned 20 or so. Once I was secure enough in my own skin, 
and I liked myself enough, rejection stopped feeling personal 
so there was nothing to be afraid of anymore. 

“After all, I turn down men for a wide variety of reasons 
(already taken, too busy, not my type, etc.) so of course I will 
be on the receiving end as well. No big deal. 

“And the potential yes is definitely worth it. Each positive 
result boosts my confidence and motivation to keep at it.” 

6) Capital_Indication_4 wrote, “Just do it. Don’t get older 
and wonder what if. You are young only once.” 

7) Champu112 wrote: 

“It’s like ripping off a Band-aid. You just tell yourself ‘1,2,3’ 
and go for it 

“Women love confidence, so all you have to do is fake it till 
you make it.” 
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 8) AnticScarab3 wrote, “As a man, if you don’t ask someone 
out, then you don’t get to date.”78 

79. “What Never Fails To Make You Tear Up Or Cry?” 

1) saudadedabahia wrote: 

“My late partner passed away from leukemia at 38 years old. 
He hid a letter for me in our room in case he didn’t make it. 
It’s the most beautiful and eloquent thing I’ve ever read. 

“He talks about regretting not being able to see my hair turn 
grey and not regretting not being able to see me accomplish 
my dreams. He gives me permission to fall in love again, be 
messy, and move forward. The level of support is so 
encouraging. It’s also a heartbreaking read and I’ve read it 
only three times. I will read it again on the two-year date of 
his passing at the end of this month.” 

2) MiniMitsu wrote: 

“One particular patient I had working in a trauma center. A 
19-year-old girl I’d never seen before, and whom I didn’t 
know at all. She was ejected from a vehicle and then crushed 
because her boyfriend was trying to show off. I was training 
new staff, and they were at the end of their training so I was 
in the room only to provide supervision and step in if 
necessary and I spent the entire trauma holding her hand (on 
her request) and trying to comfort her and keep her mind off 
of the injuries to both of her legs. 

“Her last words were spoken directly to me: ‘This really 
hurts. Can I go to sleep?’ 

 
78 Source: Treeninja12, “Men of Reddit, how do you find the courage 
to ask someone out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mt6t6x/men_of_reddit
_how_do_you_find_the_courage_to_ask/ >. 
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 “I cried for days after. I’ve never had a patient’s death hit me 
as hard before or after.” 

OverlordOfTheBeans commented: 

“I’m so glad you were there to comfort her in her final 
moments. It’s an often-overlooked duty that many medical 
staff from paramedics to nurses to doctors and more perform. 
Also, in my opinion, one of the most important. 

“Sometimes, you just can’t save someone, but making their 
last moments as warm and comfortable as possible is one of 
the greatest acts of humanity one can perform. 

“Thank you, on behalf of that young lady, and her family for 
being there that day and making her final moments at least a 
little easier on her.” 

snarknsuch wrote, “I don’t know if this will give you 
comfort, but when I had a spontaneous heart attack, I was 22 
and terrified in a foreign country with parents who don’t 
have passports. A kind, kind nurse realized I was losing it 
despite cracking jokes and keeping a brave face on and 
stopped what she was doing, had someone take over, and just 
held my hand and explained everything that was happening 
to and around me. She prioritized keeping me from being 
completely traumatized (from being overwhelmed and 
scared) and I credit her with why I can go back to hospitals 
and doctors today. You brought her an indescribable amount 
of comfort in the scariest moments of her life because you 
wore your heart on your sleeve and I am thankful for people 
like you in that profession. You are a brave, good soul.” 

3) Caladan109 wrote, “Child abuse statements.” 

laneyznil commented: 

‘I work with child-abuse victims. I had a six-year-old want 
to disclose sex abuse by her dad one day. Her reason for 
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 disclosing that day: ‘It’s my birthday and I wanted to do 
something for me on my birthday.’ 

“That killed me.” 

4) MarkHirsbrunner wrote: 

“Thinking about how poorly I treated my dad when he was 
still alive. He was always trying to find things in common 
with me to connect with me. When I found out he liked 
something I also liked, I just changed my mind and found it 
uncool. I looked down on the tv shows he liked and didn’t 
realize until later that he had an awesome taste for quality 
campy television like The Adventures of Brisco County, 
Junior and other classics from that era of 90s syndicated 
television. If I knew him now, he’d be my best friend. I did 
try to connect with him in the last few years of his life, but 
he had dementia by then and couldn’t follow things I knew 
he would have found interesting before. 

“His last words to me were ‘It hurts’ while I held his hand 
during catheterization on his last trip to the hospital. I was 
too embarrassed from seeing his penis to offer any true 
comfort.” 

One_for_each_of_you commented, “My dad’s last words to 
me were, ‘You should call more.’ For him to admit that he 
wanted that ….” 

OptionalDepression commented: 

“My dad’s last words to me were, ‘Goodnight. Look after 
your mom.’ 

“Killed himself the next evening. 
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 “As the only son, those words haunted me for years.”79 

80. “What’s one thing your partner has said or done that 
made you think, ‘Damn, this person really gets me’?” 

1) not_so_lovely_1 wrote, “I had a tumour removed. We 
nicknamed the tumour Bob. On the year-anniversary of the 
operation, he sent me a card from Bob, asking me to take 
him back, and filling me in on what he’d got up to in the year 
since I’d ‘cut him out of my life.’ It was hilarious.” 

John2537 commented: 

“I feel like we would be friends in real life. 

“Mine is named Al! I used to Photoshop a blob into pictures 
of me and my boyfriend, with one of us holding it on a leash. 
The blob (my tumor) was crying and saying things like ‘I’m 
going to miss you,’ ‘I’m sorry for all the pain,’ etc.” 

not_so_lovely_1 responded, “Maybe we should go into 
business. Sense of tumour cards.” 

2) flora2117 wrote, “My partner and I were cooking and I 
asked for a utensil to stir my pasta, and my partner passed 
me a utensil and said, ‘I know this one is your favorite.’ And 
it was just crazy to me because I’ve never mentioned it or 
even realized it but damn that utensil IS my favorite. It just 
impresses me and amuses me that my Significant Other 
notices the littlest things about me that even I didn’t know.” 

3) NotADoctor06 wrote, “I ordered extra egg rolls even 
though you said you didn’t want any.” 

 
79 Source: CSCW, “What never fails to make you tear up or cry?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 18 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mthx8k/what_never_fa
ils_to_make_you_tear_up_or_cry/ >. 
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 4) thepalebeast91 wrote, “I had an anxiety attack in front of 
him after a year of dating, he’d never seen it before. He 
jumped into action, got me exactly what I needed and sat by 
my side while I rode it out. It was a moment that was horrible 
for me, but it was more bearable because he was right there 
for me when I needed the support.” 

Mystique111Divene commented, “This right here for me as 
well. This most recent attack I had, my boyfriend jumped 
and got me the whole roll of tissue out of the bathroom. I 
always think it’s so funny because he knows I’m probably 
about to use a lot of it from crying. And then he held me and 
let me cry into his shirt while he just talked and I listened. 
Also he sat with me and we scrolled through the goPuff app 
so I can get all of my favorite snacks and drinks and that 
really helped distract me from the anxiety and calm me 
down. I’ve never told him what to do during one of my 
attacks and it’s like he just automatically falls right into a 
routine that works.” 

whoamijustnothrow commented: 

“That is so awesome. My husband always says he feels bad 
because he doesn’t know what to do. (He’s getting better but 
usually I don’t even know what will help so how can he?) 
He tries so hard to understand but without experiencing it he 
just doesn’t completely get it. He’s gotten better, though, and 
since he finally started talking more about his ADHD I can 
relate it to certain things he deals with. 

“I will always be grateful my husband is not like some I 
know. There’s multiple women I know who go through 
anxiety and their spouse doesn’t get it or even try to. My 
sister-in-law and I both went through long periods of not 
even leaving our house because it was so bad. I felt safe with 
my husband because I knew he’d bring me home as soon as 
I started feeling anxious. She couldn’t even trust her husband 
on that. It took a full-blown panic attack for him to finally 
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 listen and take her home one time. He even argued during 
the panic attack.” 

5) MamaBear8414 wrote, “I have a bit of a reputation for 
taking in injured wildlife. Also, three of my pets were 
unwanted by their owners so I took them in. I got given a 
tiny baby bird a month or so ago. My boyfriend was on his 
way over and phoned to see if I needed anything. I said I had 
been given this bird. He asked how old and what kind. It was 
a matter of hours old, and it still had a piece of eggshell stuck 
on its belly. He was an hour late to dinner and turned up with 
bird milk, chick crumb, and puppy biscuits! He googled 
what to feed them and drove to four veterinary surgeries 
before he found the milk. I had everything but the milk 
already, but he didn’t need to know that bit!”80 

  

 
80 Source: megkayy, “What’s one thing your partner has said or done 
that made you think, “damn, this person really gets me”?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 18 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mtlj4h/whats_one_thi
ng_your_partner_has_said_or_done/ >. 



 211 

 

 Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “What Was The Pettiest Reason You Refused To 
Date Someone?” 

1) S_FrogPants wrote, “She had the same name as my 
mom.” 

ringaling11 commented, “I went out with someone who has 
the same name as my cat. I brought him back to my house 
and the second I got home I greeted my cat and the guy 
looked at me and I knew right then and there that I couldn’t 
do this.” 

noobengland joked, “That’s on you for dating a dude named 
Snowball.” 

2) LeonardBetts88 wrote: 

“He was wearing a hideous brown fake leather jacket, it was 
so old that the ‘leather’ had started to flake off and parts were 
just now canvas. 

“He kept stopping to look at himself in windows and saying, 
‘Oh, god, I look so hot today’ and ‘I just can’t believe how 
hot I look,’ smoothing down his manky jacket, side-eyeing 
me, expecting me to agree with him. 

“I left so he could be alone with his jacket.” 

ChicagoGuy53 commented: 

“That’s hilariously obnoxious. 

“Is this petty, though? 

“Seems like a massive hint that his personality is … 
lacking.” 

3) Daffodildandy wrote, “All The Words In Every Text He 
Sent Were Capitalised. Trust Me, It Got ANNOYING.” 
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 SpawnSnow commented, “No need to ask me to trust you. 
I’m already annoyed just at reading your first sentence!” 

4) nitelitecafe wrote: 

“A woman I was flirting with told me she couldn’t date me 
because I hadn’t gotten that first marriage out of the way. 

“I wasn’t sure I understood her correctly, but she explained 
it was because I was never married — and she didn’t want 
to be my first divorce. 

“Seemed cynical, but I also felt I dodged a bad situation right 
up front.” 

Rob_T_Firefly wrote: 

“Someone I know once attended a wedding where the 
unenthusiastic mother of one of the couple was greeting 
guests with, ‘Welcome to [NAME]’s starter marriage.’ 

“(She was right, though — it didn’t last.)” 

dsyzdek commented: 

“My ex-wife used to jokingly introduce me as her ‘first 
husband.’ 

“Turned out it wasn’t a joke.” 

5) Awkward_turtle404 wrote, “A guy on a dating app said 
he wouldn’t date me because I didn’t like oysters.” 

6) I_feel_so_mop wrote: 

“I was the receiver of the petty reason, not the giver. When 
I was in college, a girl wouldn’t go on a second date with me 
because my dorm room was too clean. 

“(Edit to add: What I got told by a mutual friend was that 
because my room was clean, it had to mean that I was gay so 
she wouldn’t date me.)” 
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 7) thepoint29 wrote, “Not me, but someone refusing to date 
me because ‘It’s weird you don’t have Instagram.’” 

buckfan7 commented, “This happened to me because I 
didn’t have a Facebook page. Lol.” 

blushingpervert commented, “On the flip side, I dated 
someone and thought it was so cool that he didn’t have 
Facebook (this was 8+ years ago) when it turned out he DID 
have a Facebook but it was named like ‘John-and-Jane Doe.’ 
So searching his name would have never pulled up that his 
wife’s name was hyphenated with his. That was a fun one to 
find out.” 

AdrenalineJackie commented: 

“I feel like that’s the first thing guys lie to me about when 
trying to get in my pants. They almost always do end up 
having a Facebook page! When I find it, their page has 
nothing about any girl, but within five minutes I’m on their 
current girlfriend’s page where she has a million pics of them 
together. 

“Dating nowadays is no fun so I removed myself from it and 
from Facebook, and I’ve never been more at peace!” 

8) ldgrffn wrote: 

“He wore a Bluetooth piece in his ear. The constant blue 
light blinking from the side of his head was too much for me.  

“Another guy would text ‘dame’ instead of ‘damn.’ It wasn’t 
a typo either — it was every time.” 

9) MouseSnackz wrote, “I was friends with a guy (whom I 
was never going to date, like … ever. We were just friends), 
and I hardly ever went to his place because our friend group 
always hung out at my place or out somewhere. So I went to 
pick him up to hang out and I had to piss real bad. I asked if 
I could use his toilet, but he said, ‘It’s really gross; no one 
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 cleans it.’ I didn’t care, I just had to piss. So I said, ‘I’m 
going to either use your toilet or piss in your garden.’ He 
looked at me, looked back at his house, looked at me and 
said, ‘I’ll hold out my jacket so no one sees you in the 
garden.’” 

BoringNag commented, “He gets full points for self-
awareness.” 

10) SuperSquirrel13 wrote: 

“Every time I touched her, I would smell of egg. Like 
holding hands, egg. Hug her, my shirt would smell of egg. 

“Strangest bit was, she didn’t smell like that whatsoever. 

“Also, when I broke it off, the egg smelling stopped. So I 
don’t know.” 

ak_doug wrote: 

“There are perfumes that are incompatible. When they mix, 
it stinks real bad like eggs. My buddy had that problem with 
his body wash and his laundry detergent — we had to do an 
intervention. 

“It was probably just your laundry products.” 

tertgvufvf commented, “IT can also happen with certain 
scents and body chemistries. My girlfriend tried a new lotion 
the other day that smelled great on its own, but made her 
smell terrible. She had to shower it off and then gifted the 
rest of the bottle to a friend.” 

11) rosinblush wrote, “After our first date he called me and 
asked me what I was up to, I replied, ‘Cleaning my house.’ 
He says, ‘Oh! You like cleaning? I have a house cleaner who 
comes every other day, but if we got married we could get 
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 rid of her and just have you clean!’ Sometimes they make it 
easy for you to decide if there should be a date #2.”81 

82. “Be Honest. What’s Something You Know You 
Should Have Outgrown By This Age, But You Haven’t?” 

UR144 wrote, “Sleeping with my favorite stuffed animal. I 
can’t sleep soundly without my little guy.” 

Nonametag1494 commented, “Aww, that’s just cute.” 

UR144 responded, “I hope other people think so, too. I’ve 
been able to successfully hide him from boyfriends … but 
I’m not sure how I’d hide him from a future hubby.” 

ayl-ma commented, “Don’t worry about it. Both me and my 
girlfriend sleep with our stuffed animals. We have a pelican, 
a tortoise, a penguin, and an elephant. About 30% of adults 
still have one.” 

HumbledPlum8765 commented, “I still sleep with my baby 
blanket and I’m 25. It helps me sleep because I have to have 
something against my chest. My boyfriend has no problem 
with it. The right person won’t care and you won’t have to 
hide it.” 

krim2182 commented, “Yup. Mines still going strong 31 
years later. I brought it with me when I was giving birth to 
my first. I wrapped him up in it. It was my little thing. If my 
kids are having a rough time at night, I give up my blanket 
to them.” 

ObiWansTinderAccount commented, “If he thinks it’s too 
weird, he isn’t hubby material! Weed out the insecure 

 
81 Source: High_Sleep3694, “What was the pettiest reason you refused 
to date someone?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mtwhe1/what_was_the
_pettiest_reason_you_refused_to_date/ >. 
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 hypermasculine men. I’m 28M, my partner 29F. Together 
eight years. Currently two stuffed bears and a stuffed seal in 
our bed. Sometimes I worry about the polar bear trying to eat 
the seal, but we haven’t had any issues so far.” 

ovra360 commented, “There have definitely been times 
when I’m spooning with a guy in bed, pretty sure he’s asleep, 
so I grab my stuffed animal in hopes that he won’t notice. 
He has no idea he’s now in a three-way spoon chain with a 
stuffed otter. But hey, it’s how I’m used to sleeping! I don’t 
know what to do with my arms if I’m not holding my otter.” 

ScarletInTheLounge commented: 

“I’m 36 years old, I’ve been married for 10 years, and my 
husband has never judged me for my teddy bear I sleep with 
every night. The right person won’t think it’s a big deal. 

“One- or two-night trips, I’ll leave the bear at home and deal 
by using an extra pillow or something. Anything longer than 
that, the bear comes along because why should I sacrifice a 
good night’s sleep?” 

UR144 responded to everyone, “Wow … thank you 
everyone who replied for making me feel so much better. I 
guess I’m not so odd after all … seems pretty regular. I’m 
34 and I have worried about this for as long as I can 
remember! Thank you again … it means a lot!”82 

 
82 Source: Rare_Dragonfruit1885, “Be honest. What’s something you 
know you should have outgrown by this age, but you haven’t?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 19 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mtwh1t/be_honest_wh
ats_something_you_know_you_should/ >. 
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 83. “My Friend Just Died. I Don’t Know What To Do. 
Advice?” 

GSnow wrote: 

“All right, here goes. I’m old. What that means is that I’ve 
survived (so far) and a lot of people I’ve known and loved 
did not. I’ve lost friends, best friends, acquaintances, co-
workers, grandparents, my mom, relatives, teachers, 
mentors, students, neighbors, and a host of other folks. I have 
no children, and I can’t imagine the pain it must be to lose a 
child. But here’s my two cents. 

“I wish I could say you get used to people dying. I never did. 
I don’t want to. It tears a hole through me whenever 
somebody I love dies, no matter the circumstances. But I 
don’t want it to ‘not matter.’ I don’t want it to be something 
that just passes. My scars are a testament to the love and the 
relationship that I had for and with that person. And if the 
scar is deep, so was the love. So be it. Scars are a testament 
to life. Scars are a testament that I can love deeply and live 
deeply and be cut, or even gouged, and that I can heal and 
continue to live and continue to love. And the scar tissue is 
stronger than the original flesh ever was. Scars are a 
testament to life. Scars are only ugly to people who can’t see. 

“As for grief, you’ll find it comes in waves. When the ship 
is first wrecked, you’re drowning, with wreckage all around 
you. Everything floating around you reminds you of the 
beauty and the magnificence of the ship that was, and is no 
more. And all you can do is float. You find some piece of 
the wreckage and you hang on for a while. Maybe it’s some 
physical thing. Maybe it’s a happy memory or a photograph. 
Maybe it’s a person who is also floating. For a while, all you 
can do is float. Stay alive. 

“In the beginning, the waves are 100 feet tall and crash over 
you without mercy. They come 10 seconds apart and don’t 
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 even give you time to catch your breath. All you can do is 
hang on and float. After a while, maybe weeks, maybe 
months, you’ll find the waves are still 100 feet tall, but they 
come further apart. When they come, they still crash all over 
you and wipe you out. But in between, you can breathe, you 
can function. You never know what’s going to trigger the 
grief. It might be a song, a picture, a street intersection, the 
smell of a cup of coffee. It can be just about anything … and 
the wave comes crashing. But in between waves, there is life. 

“Somewhere down the line, and it’s different for everybody, 
you find that the waves are only 80 feet tall. Or 50 feet tall. 
And while they still come, they come further apart. You can 
see them coming. An anniversary, a birthday, or Christmas, 
or landing at O’Hare. You can see it coming, for the most 
part, and prepare yourself. And when it washes over you, 
you know that somehow you will, again, come out the other 
side. Soaking wet, sputtering, still hanging on to some tiny 
piece of the wreckage, but you’ll come out. 

“Take it from an old guy. The waves never stop coming, and 
somehow you don’t really want them to. But you learn that 
you’ll survive them. And other waves will come. And you’ll 
survive them, too. If you’re lucky, you’ll have lots of scars 
from lots of loves. And lots of shipwrecks.” 

taterbozkit commented: 

“Fucking A, man. That’s perfect. 

“My dad died two years ago and it still hurts. But the thing 
is, he knew he was dying (throat cancer). He deliberately 
went off his meds about three days before the end so he could 
be clear and lucid. We had that talk that people always say 
they never got. I got to tell him how much I loved him, and 
he got to tell me (and everyone else in the family) the same. 
It was the most beautiful experience. 
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 “Two days later, I had my arm around my mother, as she 
held his hand. My wife held his other hand. He took his last 
breath. I am amazed at how beautiful death can be. As much 
as I wished he didn’t need to die, his death was the most 
beautiful thing I’ve witnessed in my whole life (46 years). 
God damn, I love being a human being. Even grief is 
beautiful.”83 

84. “Older Women Who Decided To Not Have Kids, 
What’s Your Life Like And Would You Change Your 
Decision It If You Could?” 

1) LasRua wrote: 

“I’m 40 now, and my window for having kids has passed. 
I’m ok with it and I wouldn’t change my decision. 

“Being a parent is not only one of the most important jobs in 
the world, it’s also one of the most difficult and I simply 
never wanted the job. I didn’t want it and I also would not 
have been good at it, so not only did I absolutely make the 
right decision for myself, but also I made the right decision 
for any children who might have had the misfortune to have 
someone as incapable as me of doing the job they would 
deserve. 

“From childhood I knew I didn’t want children, but in the 
back of my head I always thought that I’d reach a stage 
where I might change my mind and it would just happen. But 
years passed and I didn’t change my mind. Even in my late 
30s, I never had that ‘crisis’ that many childless women of 
that age have. 

 
83 Source: [deleted], “My friend just died. I don’t know what to do.” 
Reddit. Assistance. 2012 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/Assistance/comments/hax0t/my_friend_just_
died_i_dont_know_what_to_do/c1u0rx2/?context=3 >. 
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 “I have huge respect for the job that parents do and I love 
children. I’m aunt to a cherished and precious niece and 
there’s nothing that I wouldn’t sacrifice for her. I love my 
friends’ kids, I’m happy to babysit, I’m even happy to sit 
with all my friends who are mothers on a night out and the 
entire conversation being about their kids. That’s all fine 
with me. 

“But becoming a mother was never my path in life and I’m 
100% at peace with that and happy with the life I live. I find 
my fulfillment in other ways and I don’t think I’m strange 
for consciously remaining childless. 

“It takes a whole village to raise a child and I’m part of that 
village for a number of children of friends and family. It’s 
not strange, it’s not wrong, and it’s certainly not selfish for 
recognising what path is right for you and for sticking to that 
path if that’s where your heart is leading you. 

“We’re not all cut out to be parents, but that doesn’t mean 
that we have nothing to offer.” 

AlternativeTurnover7 commented: 

“I work in healthcare and I hear so many stories of people 
having kids only because ‘Who’s going to take care of you 
when you’re old?’ 

“Well, working in a nursing home, I can tell you that 90% of 
families there do not visit their loved one. And if they do? 
Maybe once per month. 

“The first client I ever had was a woman who married her 
husband later in her 30’s and they opted out of kids. She and 
her husband had the happiest life and this chick really had 
19 nieces and nephews who visited her daily in the nursing 
home because they loved her to death. She had the best of 
both worlds! 
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 “I wish more people didn’t have kids out of this fear. Most 
of them shouldn’t have.” 

2) ducktruck27 wrote: 

“I’m very close to 40 and choose not to have kids. My life is 
great if I’m being honest. Probably the best it’s ever been 
right now. Doing well financially, my husband and I are free 
to do whatever and we do. We have a dog and enjoy taking 
her everywhere. 

“Would I change my decision? Nope. I love my life now. It 
wasn’t always this great; we’ve had our struggles without 
kids and couldn’t imagine going through all that with them. 
It totally would’ve scarred them if we did. 

“I’d have to say, though, right now would be the time I’d feel 
most comfortable having them, meaning we finally have our 
life together in a manner it wouldn’t harm them as people. 
But I love our freedom and have no desire to ‘leave a piece 
of me behind.’ I was always on the fence to begin with and 
to me, that just means I shouldn’t since I was never fully 
committed to being a parent. It’s not something you do half-
assed. Either you know and do everything you can to not 
screw up another human life or you just don’t have them.” 

3) lazymuse wrote, “My life is awesome. Wouldn’t change 
a thing!”84 

 
84 Source: anonimis, “Older women who decided to not have kids, 
whats your life like and would you change your decision it if you 
could?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/munpws/older_women
_who_decided_to_not_have_kids_whats/ >. 
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 85. “How Do You Keep From Blushing And Making A 
Fool Out Of Yourself When You’re Talking To An 
Insanely Good-Looking Person?” 

1) IwastesomuchtimeonAB wrote, “Just remember that 
person has vomited, pooped diarrhea, and farted before. And 
I don’t mean like a delicate pffft. I mean the kind of 
PFFFFFFFFTTTTTTTTTTTT fart sound that reverberates 
in your toilet. Trust me. That insanely good-looking person 
has farted like that in the privacy of their own home. A 
person is a person.” 

2) elysyred wrote: 

“So this is a true story: My boyfriend is super attractive. I’ve 
gone on dates with nice-looking guys before, I’m usually not 
flustered at all. Most people consider me attractive as well. 
But, wow, my boyfriend was just the hottest guy I’d ever 
gone on a date with! Like he looked like just walked out of 
a movie set or something. I almost had a panic attack on our 
first date — a few minutes into the date I had to run to the 
bathroom to calm down and try to act normal. As the date 
progressed, I realized that he was actually very humble and 
had a good sense of humor, and even seemed a bit shy. A 
year and a half later, we’re still together. He’s actually not 
shy at all; he was also just nervous on our first date. 

“Also, I think I judged him at first for being so good-looking. 
I thought he would be a bit stuck-up and have lots of girls 
aside from me whom he was talking to. But no, he’s playful, 
very friendly and very, very loyal and loving. 

“What matters most, though, is personality. Our 
personalities are a very good match, and that’s what really 
makes the relationship a good one.” 
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 3) Paperbagprincesss92 wrote, “Mumble something 
incoherently and then run away. Then kick yourself for the 
rest of the day for not talking to them.”85 

86. “Parents Of Reddit, What Secret Do Your Kids 
Think They’ve Kept Hidden From You For Years, But 
You Actually Know The Truth?” 

1) Guevarra wrote, “Not years, but … my three-year-old 
thinks I don’t know who DREW on the wall.” 

2) Matrix_Odd_Boy wrote, “My dad caught me and my ex-
girlfriend doing the delicious in my room. He has never 
talked about it, neither did I, but after a few days he said to 
me, ‘I am proud of you, son,’ out of nowhere, so I guess he 
decided to keep it between us. Haha.” 

3) forkingshirtbenchash wrote, “That they read for an hour 
or two after lights out. They think that I don’t know and they 
are being sneaky. I am surprised that they haven’t figured 
out why their flashlight hasn’t run out of batteries in the last 
three years.” 

4) b00bird33 wrote, “Not a parent, but when I was about six 
there was a hole in the wall in my room, and I hid all sorts 
of candy there. I would hide Halloween candy there to have 
later, and all stuff like that. I kept this up until I was nine and 
my parents told me that they had knew all along but just let 
me have fun with it. Looking back 10 years later, I think that 
was a big-brain move.”86 

 
85 Source: greenglass88, “How do you keep from blushing and making 
a fool out of yourself when you’re talking to an insanely good-looking 
person?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mv4qbn/how_do_you
_keep_from_blushing_and_making_a_fool/ >. 
86 Source: BinaryPeach, “Parents of reddit, what secret do your kids 
think they’ve kept hidden from you for years, but you actually know 
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 87. “[Serious] Why Is It Not Ok To Try To Prevent And 
/ Or Cure Autism?” 

EveyStuff wrote: 

“It’s not ok if you’re talking about eugenics or 
experimenting with solutions in some way that may harm 
existing autistic people. 

“But my brother is autistic. Severely. It has been a financial 
death sentence for my family, and we have had our whole 
lives revolve around his complete inability to cope with 
things. No member of my family hasn’t been extremely 
affected by it. 

“I’m getting so god-damned tired of having it pointed out to 
myself and others that ‘AuTisTic FoLkS cAn Be HiGh 
FuNcTiOnInG.’ Yeah … they can be. And they many times 
aren’t. The states don’t have enough funding to help with 
their various necessary therapies. He can’t be watched by 
just anyone. Schools don’t allot enough resources to helping 
kids with special needs. His whole life, my brother has been 
lumped in with one of two groups of people: People who are 
way above him whom he cannot learn with, and people who 
are so retarded that they’re drooling and absent, so he’s too 
above them to learn there as well. (And yes, I mean 
‘retarded’ in the absolute clinical sense. I’m not being 
demeaning or vulgar.) 

“So when I hear people who know high-functioning autistics 
spout off about what beautiful, special little lives they lead, 
I can’t help but be exceptionally bitter. Autism is so 
frequently praised as just something that makes someone 

 

the truth?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mvlgiz/parents_of_red
dit_what_secret_do_your_kids_think/ >. 



 225 

 

 ‘different,’ or quirky. What a great big ‘Fuck You’ to all the 
families like mine who have had to give up everything 
resembling a normal life just to support the life of one 
person, who, by the way, will need constant care his entire 
life. I will always be there for him. But I’m not having kids 
(can’t fucking afford to, and that deal was sealed for me at 
age eight), and I’m probably going to be caring for him well 
into my retirement, if I even get to retire. 

“I’d implore you to just remember the shitloads of people 
you’re willing to throw under a bus when you claim the 
medical world shouldn’t bother trying to research causes or 
preventative measures. There is nothing beautiful about any 
of the shit we’ve had to deal with, especially as a military 
family who has moved all over the place. With each 
successive move, we’ve had to go through years of 
petitioning states and schools for further help for him. And 
help either isn’t there, or it’s only just enough for states to 
claim they’re ‘helping.’ Nobody actually gives a shit until 
this topic comes up. Then it becomes a ripe perfect time for 
everyone to get righteous feelings and overly opinionated 
about something they know little or nothing about. 

“Editing to add this: I’m not saying autistic lives can’t be 
beautiful or that autistics who are happy or functional should 
not be proud about that. Just know that for every autistic 
person who is NOT exceptional, functional, happy, or self-
reliant, there are tons and tons of people trying to enable 
them who have to go through constant sacrifice to make their 
lives even possible. And no amount of explaining here on 
Reddit can impart to you how absolutely exhausting that 
existence can be.” 

landshanties commented: 

“My brother is a ‘high-functioning’ autistic person, but he’s 
also an edge case. He’s either a ~sociopath~ or just a really 
shitty person, and that in combination with autism is a really 
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 fucking shitty combo for the other people in his lives. He 
barely finished high school. He’s tried to attend college 
twice, once at a program specifically for autistic people, and 
failed out both times. He currently lives, alone, in an 
expensive city, with no job or any attempt to get a job, fully 
supported by my parents, who are well-off but not wealthy 
enough that it doesn’t put a strain on them. My mother has 
wanted to retire for years and isn’t able to because she has to 
support him. And it’s not because he’s not capable of any of 
these things. He just doesn’t want to. He doesn’t enjoy 
anything besides gaming, and he cannot get himself over 
whatever barrier the rest of us get over to do the important 
things anyway. He can hyper-focus on a game problem for 
hours, he writes lovely, long descriptions of Homebrew 
Game Worlds. But anything that makes him even the 
slightest bit uncomfortable, you would have to drag him to 
hell. 

“When we were in high school for a year or so, he just did 
not want to get up early for school. My parents tried e v e r 
y t h i n g, up to and including dragging his 6’2, 250lb ass 
out of bed, and he would fight them tooth and nail. Part of 
why he didn’t want to go to school was because of his 
autism, because he felt overstimulated and confused by 
socialization. But part of it was just normal teenage ‘don’t 
wanna,’ and it made him completely dependent. He’d have 
huge, violent meltdowns, and he was a pretty big dude. We 
had to call the cops on him a few times because he would 
threaten us. He’d act remorseful afterwards, but he knew that 
the only strategy we had to calm him down (therapist and 
school-endorsed!) was basically to give him what he wanted 
to make him calm down and then try to negotiate with him 
when he was calm. So we were in a constant cycle of ‘When 
will he blow up next?’ It could be about needing to do 
homework (instead of gaming), needing to do chores 
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 (instead of gaming), you get the point. It was horrible, awful, 
and traumatizing to live with. 

“My parents threatened to cut him off a few years ago. He’s 
gotten jobs, but always gets fired because he’ll go to the 
break room or log out of the software to watch videos on his 
phone for hours because he doesn’t like working. When our 
parents told him he was going to need to support himself, he 
wrote them a long, cruel email threatening to kill himself and 
blaming their bad parenting. Last year they bought him a 
new car. 

“I know my brother is an edge case, and that most autistic 
people are not god-awful selfish nightmares. But the autism 
has exponentially magnified it with him, and it makes it 
impossible to talk about with people, because ‘we forced our 
autistic child to conform to society’s expectations by 
supporting himself when he thinks he’s not capable of it’ is 
a really bad look. He is capable of it. Many, many autistic 
people are fully functional adults who don’t leech off of 
everyone else in their lives, and I understand objectively that 
considering lower-functioning autistic people who need 
support and care their whole lives dependents is super 
fucked up and ableist, and most people do not have my 
experiences with autistic family members, whom they love 
and cherish. I know my brother is an edge case. I know I’m 
biased because he’s threatened to kill me multiple times and 
shoved me down the stairs. I will probably delete this later 
because even ten years after I decided to cut off all contact, 
it makes me ill to say mean things about my autistic brother, 
whom relatives and doctors and therapists told me all 
throughout my childhood and early adulthood, is trying his 
best, and can’t help it, and just wants me to be his friend. 
But.” 

Suyefuji commented: 
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 “Your brother sounds a lot like mine to be honest. Both he 
and I are autistic, but I scraped and crawled my way into 
being able to support myself, taking retail jobs and shit that 
left me crying every night. 

“He still lives with Mommy and Daddy. Even though 
they’ve been able to network him into so many reasonable 
and accommodating jobs, he still can’t be assed to work hard 
enough to keep them for more than a few months. He blames 
it on my parents not doing enough to motivate him to work 
when he was a child. My parents now are bending over 
backwards to excuse his behavior and I just want him the 
fuck out of my life.” 

Thauma commented: 

“I’ve spent most of my daughter’s life coaching her on the 
fact that she needs to learn how to wear an invisible mask 
and cosplay at being neurotypical if she wants to get the life 
she hopes for. 

“She finds it really, really hard to interact with people who 
aren’t part of her trusted inner circle and it takes a long time 
for people to get to that point. 

“Wearing her ‘mask’ pushes her to pretend to be comfortable 
and act as though she’s someone else for long enough to get 
through a college / work shift. 

“It’s not what I want for her life — pretending to be happy 
is not fun — but she’s moving forward and is getting better 
with coping techniques.” 

K_V_Design commented: 

“My fiancée has a younger brother who is severely autistic. 

“They love him, but to not acknowledge the fact his autism 
has put a large damper on the entire family’s life would be 
extremely disingenuous. 
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 “Her parents have put a lot of time, money, and effort into 
helping him develop the skills required to live a more 
‘normal’ life. I don’t enjoy being cynical, but I don’t think it 
is ever going to happen. He is always going to need someone 
around to help him with the most basic necessities of life. 
Left alone, he would die. 

“He is 14 years old now, and I have known him since he was 
two. The number of words in his vocabulary hasn’t changed 
during this period. He wears pull-ups instead of diapers now. 
The programs he enjoys watching on his iPad look like they 
were created for someone with the mental capacity of a 
toddler. He is starting to go through puberty, so this means 
that my fiancée’s parents soon will get to enjoy having a 
150+lb perpetual toddler to take care of until they die. This 
life isn’t beautiful for anyone involved. It is exhausting and 
heartbreaking and sad. 

“I don’t know the answer to this issue. Some people below 
are saying that society needs to conform to the differences 
that people with autism face and help them fit in. Does 
anyone have an idea of what that world looks like for the 
person whom I described above? I’m asking this question 
very sincerely because I can’t personally imagine what it 
looks like. 

“To return to the original topic. I have a hard time 
understanding the viewpoint that it would be wrong to try 
and prevent this level of autism from occurring (genetic 
testing in utero?). If you asked his parents and they were 
being honest, I am guessing they would have preferred to 
have a regular child. I can’t ask him since he can’t 
communicate back to me.” 

Responding to EveyStuff’s post, Damiann47 commented: 

“Damn. I knew going into a thread that talks about autism 
would hit close to home but yours really did just that. I’m in 
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 a similar boat, though a better scenario — at least I like to 
think so. We aren’t struggling, the state has provided help 
from a third party providing cleaning for my brother, to 
actually giving me a paying job to watch him, that support 
has been great. Plus he’s been able to go to school 
specifically designed for kids like him, and he’s been able to 
really make progress after years of being that problem kid 
back in regular schools. 

“Yet the reason why your posts hit so close is the really bad 
moments. I have permanent scars after getting bit by my 
brother, and damn did those hurt. More times than I can 
count I’ve had to defend myself in what I’d actually call a 
mortal struggle, just to make sure I don’t get bit anywhere 
important. I definitely feel the part here that not being able 
to invite friends is damn lonely, or that you don’t decide 
when your day starts because you are needed. My mom and 
I have broken down a few times — it has gotten ugly. 

“At the same time I guess I’m also just used to this; however, 
I don’t hate my life. On a typical day it’s just normal: I feel 
fine and nothing is wrong. I’d like to think maybe I’m just 
hardened to such challenges that it all doesn’t affect me. 
Maybe it does, though, and I’m not even seeing it. Dunno, 
perhaps one day some physiologist [psychologist?] will dig 
up a lot of fun suppressed issues. 

“Nowadays, though, my brother is doing great. We found a 
balance of medications that seem to do the trick, and he’s 
been making steady progress at school to achieve some level 
of independence. His real personality is able to come out 
now, I feel, which is a kid who’s generally happy and 
friendly. Hell, he’s always been the type who’s happy to 
greet a stranger … which is also a bad thing in a way. I’ve 
always been thankful that he’s doesn’t have any intense 
physical ticks and he doesn’t have sensory issues that affect 
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 him strongly; for example, he’s not picky about food. 
Physically, he has been in great health. 

“Even with all these positives going on, it’s frankly still a 
fucked-up situation. If there were a way to help him improve 
these aspects of his life, and ours, I’d take it. If there had 
been a way to prevent any of this from happening, I damn 
well would have taken it. We could have lived without all of 
this; I wonder what a life like that would have been like. 

“Anyway, best of luck to you. It’s fucking hard, beats you 
down, it’s just … a lot of things, but gotta keep trying to push 
in the end. You aren’t alone either; I hope that brings some 
comfort.” 

Responding to EveyStuff’s post, Maanavdv commented: 

“I can slightly understand. Not really, but I think I know 
what you mean. One of our closest family friends’ son is 
severely autistic, and he’s 33. He’s a really sweet guy, 
known him since I was a kid and he’s always friendly with 
us, but they have to take care of him a lot. I got only a 
glimpse of their struggle and it’s probably not fun. But 
they’re well off financially, so that side isn’t much of a 
problem. 

“I’m happy that your brother has someone like you to take 
care of him.” 

EveyStuff responded: 

“Don’t feel bad about not understanding. People have 
written whole books about what this sort of life is like. I can 
hardly expect anyone to understand. 

“But imagine your hardest day ever. The day that broke you, 
the day that made you just want to give up. The day you got 
fired, or dumped. And then imagine that instead of coming 
home and relaxing, you come home to someone who at 
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 random decides to scream for six hours because the air from 
the door brushed their skin in a way that wasn’t ok. Every 
day feels like that day. 

“I could tell you stories of trying to be a child — trying to 
have the freedom of a child, or the schedule of a child, and 
being chained to another sibling as an absolutely necessary 
third caretaker. 

“I could tell you stories about the isolation I or my parents 
experienced. Because having friends is too hard when you 
can’t go out. And ‘normal’ families don’t want to embrace 
someone who deals with the hardship of a ‘special needs’ 
child. They want people who are happy. Jovial. Ideal people. 
Not people at wits’ end who are so desperate for a friend that 
they don’t even know how to hold down a friendship if one 
is offered. 

“I could tell you about being a teen and not being able to 
bring people over, or about the time I tried, and a girl from 
my class got a huge handful of hair ripped out because her 
hair was pretty and he simply wanted to touch it. 

“I could tell you about teachers asking me if I’m ok because 
of bruises I had from trying to get him into places, or out of 
places, or out of things that would hurt him. 

“I could tell you about any of uncountable days where my 
parents would scream at each other in frustration over the 
sounds of my brother already screaming, or simply sit down 
defeated and cry because the day doesn’t start when work, 
school, homework starts. It starts when they’re needed. Then 
work, and school, and then coming home to do something 
that is even harder for hours until he sleeps. 

“I do love him. There is so much beautiful, undisputable 
good in him. 



 233 

 

 “When I seem bitter, tired, and hate filled, it’s only out of 
desperation, and the ugly truth that we are and always will 
be the sort of family whom everyone wants to conveniently 
forget about.” 

TenWholeBees commented: 

“My ex’s little brother has extremely low-functioning 
autism. I watched that entire family go from ‘average family’ 
to everyone being stressed 24/7 and becoming poorer and 
poorer each year. 

“I was in his life for six years, so it affected me as well. 

“When people talk about autism being this little thing and 
‘how smart they are,’ or ‘how special they are,’ I start 
boiling. 

“I’m sure that some high-functioning autistic kids are fine, 
considering it is high functioning, but people aren’t aware of 
how devastating autism CAN be to some families. 

“My heart goes out you and your family.” 

McCainOffensive commented: 

“I have such mixed feelings about things like this. I’m one 
of those high-functioning autistics and I reasonably have my 
life together, with a steady job, living at home, working 
towards getting practical skills in an in-demand field. I’m so 
fucking good at pretending to be normal that my child 
psychologist completely missed my diagnosis despite 
working with other kids on the spectrum before her 
retirement. My grades were shit, but if I put my mind to it, 
there’s very little that’s completely beyond my ability to 
learn, and because I hyper-focus a lot I tend to learn it faster 
and better than neurotypical individuals. Hell, I got a 1520 
on my SATs and a 34 on my ACTs with no tutoring or 
preparation. I’m fortunate in that my family supports and 
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 understands me, and I still feel like I’m a burden on them 
more times than I care to count. 

“At the same time, I have personal experience with someone 
like your brother. A close family friend has an autistic son 
who will never be able to live without assistance, and despite 
[the close family friend] being a specialist in autism 
treatment and therapy, he wears on her sometimes. Add to 
that he’s six-foot-four and easily 240 pounds, so he can be 
extremely threatening when he’s having a tantrum. He’s 
doing better the last I heard, he has a job filing things and 
really seems to enjoy it, but I know there are people even 
worse off than him who really are burdensome to their loved 
ones, who love them no less for being a burden. While I am 
viscerally against the kinds of people who are trying to 
develop prenatal tests for autism because that is a slippery 
slope if there ever was one, I can definitely understand why 
someone would choose to not have to deal with something 
like you go through if they could. 

“I remember a while ago he was on some kind of drug that 
was used to treat Alzheimer’s and that improved his speech 
to the point where he could hold an extended conversation. 
I’m very supportive of trying to find pharmaceutical 
workarounds to people like your brother, ways to shore up 
weak points in their cognitive faculties while still allowing 
them to be themselves, and I would be lying if I said I hadn’t 
thought about what it would be like to be born normal. I 
really don’t mean to sound facetious or condescending or 
superior when I say this, but my heart really does go out to 
people like you who do support severely autistic family 
members despite the burden. There should be more help 
available, but there isn’t, and that makes me angry. 

“I’m sure that your brother deeply appreciates everything 
you and your family do for him, even if he doesn’t or can’t 
express that very well. He sounds like he’s trying, and maybe 
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 one day there will be a breakthrough that allows autistics like 
him to live on their own as functioning adults. I really hope 
there is, for his sake and yours.”87 

88. “What Would You Say To A Dying Parent?” 

1) Ohrobohobo wrote, “I did this for my grandparents 
recently. They couldn’t cognitively hear me, so I just said 
the things I needed to say. “Thank you for raising me, and 
taking me in. Thank you for opening all the doors and 
opportunities in life. Thank you for being a good human, and 
showing me how to be a better person. I love you. Please 
don’t suffer.”” 

2) slider728 wrote, “Thank you for everything. I’m going to 
be all right. I will miss you terribly, but it is ok to go if you 
have to. Until we meet again.” 

3) DozyCow wrote, “I love you.” 

madman1969 commented, “Those were my last words to my 
dad.” 

4) baltimoretom wrote, “It’s ok to go.” 

PM_Skunk commented: 

“This is what I told my mom, and I am grateful that I did so. 
She had been suffering for two years and was in hospice. I 
told her it was okay, that my stepfather and I would be okay, 
and I promised her I’d be there for him after she left. 

“It was the first thing I had said to her in over a year that she 
seemed to understand. 

 
87 Source: Somthin_Clever, “[Serious] Why is it not ok to try to prevent 
and/or cure Autism?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mvie34/serious_why_i
s_it_not_ok_to_try_to_prevent_andor/ >. 
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 “She died a couple of days later.” 

5) Prs_mira86 wrote, “I love you. It took me becoming a 
parent to fully realize how much you sacrificed for me. I will 
do my best to try and do the same for my kids.” 

6) debbiewarwe wrote, “Thank you.” 

7) 24IZI78 wrote, “I wish we could have more time.” 

8) HashShandycoot wrote, “Sorry I disappointed you.” 

power-cube commented: 

“LOL. 

“True story. My father passed away December 30th [2020]. 
He was always one of my heroes. He was the best man at my 
wedding. He was always there for me. 

“I took a much different path than my siblings in life. They 
all stayed in the Catholic church. (I’m an atheist.) They are 
all conservative. (I skew more liberal especially socially.) 
No one in my extended family has ever been divorced 
(except me). 

“But I always felt like my father understood my ‘rebel’ 
ways. I’ve been very successful in business. I am very happy 
in life. I always try to do the right thing and always try to 
help others. 

“On his death bed, literally hours before his death — my 
mother and siblings gathered around his bed, they called me 
to say ‘goodbye’ to my dad. I told him how much I loved 
him. How important he was in shaping me as a person. 

“His response? ‘I’m so disappointed. I just don’t know 
where I went wrong with you.’ 

“And that was it. His last words to me. Sure, I know he 
wasn’t ‘all there’ mentally in that moment but I have to 
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 assume he was lucid enough to let me know how he really 
felt about me without a filter. 

“So … Fuck religion. Fuck politics. And fuck trying to live 
up to others’ expectations of you. 

“It’s your life. Live it the best way you can and be the best 
person you can be.” 

power-cube added: 

“Thanks for the thoughts. I’m fine. 

“I’m sure my comment came off a bit more bitter than I 
intended. 

“While sure, the words hurt, I think it just gives me further 
conviction that only person needs to validate your life —
yourself.” 

9) skrglywtts wrote, “With my dad it was a normal chat, 
complete with a couple of dad jokes. The next day he was 
unconscious and the following morning he left.” 

10) boreas907 wrote: 

“I had no words when my dad was dying. Couldn’t think of 
a damn thing to say the whole time. I drove all night to get 
to the hospital to see him and had this fucking exchange. 

“Me: ‘Hey, dad. Uh, how’re you doing?’ 

“Dad, in extreme pain: ‘I’m dying.’ 

“Me: ‘Oh. Right.’ 

“We said a few more meaningful words over the three days 
it took him to die, but that first conversation haunts me.” 

11) Tesla_boring_spacex wrote, “There are lots of things we 
discussed; she had a bit of time. A lot about family. She was 
also worried about money, but I reassured her that we had 
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 things covered. We went through photo albums. And, of 
course, we covered all the legal and medical stuff that was 
happening. In the end we said goodbye.”88 

89. “Married Women: What Instance Or Experience 
With Your Partner Made You Realize That You Married 
The Right Person?” 

1) MamaNeedsANap5 wrote: 

“It might sound a little cliché, but everyday something 
confirms that fact for me. For me, it’s the little things that 
count. The random ‘I love you’ that’s completely 
unprovoked. The checking in with me during the day when 
he’s at work. The fact that he seems to know exactly what I 
want or need before I even know I want or need it. 

“I was married once before and was abused. To say I still 
struggle with insecurities is an understatement. Some days 
are much worse than others. Some days I over-think small 
things and unintentionally convince myself that something 
is wrong or that I’m not good enough. The fact that my man 
understands that and is patient with me is a big one for me. 

“But nothing in the entire world compares to how I feel when 
I’m with him. The sense of safety and security. Feeling loved 
beyond my wildest thoughts. Knowing that no matter what, 
I always have him. And when he hugs me, I feel like I just 
melt into him. I don’t care where I am, HE is home to me. 
It’s a feeling that I always heard about but never experienced 
before falling in love with him. Every worry, fear, and 
insecurity goes away immediately.” 

 
88 Source: honeyyong, “What would you say to a dying parent?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 23 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mx08n4/what_would_
you_say_to_a_dying_parent/ >. 
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 2) Short-Flamingo4075 wrote, “Honestly, every day I fall a 
little bit more in love with my husband. He’s incredibly 
caring, thoughtful, kind, and hilarious. I knew he was the 
right person for me before we got engaged and every day 
since we were married I’ve been glad I said yes.” 

3) rsvp_as_pending629 wrote, “Honestly, everything. Just 
how he’s the person I feel most comfortable around. If he’s 
out of town, I have a harder time sleeping at night. How he 
loves me unconditionally. He’s just my everything.” 

4) celestialism wrote, “I mean, there are so many, but a 
pretty significant one for me is that my partner consistently 
fucks me better than anyone has ever fucked me in my life. 
That’s not just about sexual skill; it’s about listening to me, 
learning my body, and caring about my pleasure.”89 

90. “Sex. Why Are Women Made To Feel Bad About Our 
Bodies And Wanting Sex?” 

1) -cruelsummer- wrote: 

“The realities of modern dating and dating apps is that the 
vast majority of men are seeking casual hook-ups. No, not 
all men are bad, not all men are simply seeking sexual 
gratification, but you must admit how pervasive it is on 
places like Tinder and whatnot. So, on one hand, men want 
to hook up with women in a casual context. 

“Some men will talk about how easy dating apps are for 
women, not realizing that no, the only ‘easy’ thing is finding 
men who’ll hound you for NSA [No-Strings-Attached] sex. 

 
89 Source: firstlife9, “Married women: what instance or experience with 
your partner made you realize that you married the right person?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 25 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mygzuw/married_wo
men_what_instance_or_experience_with/ >. 
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 “I once saw a thread on a relationships sub, where a woman 
made a post saying it wasn’t easy to date or find a partner as 
a woman; it’s only easy to find casual hook-ups, and it’s 
endlessly disheartening and degrading. A bunch of men 
replied. Some thanked her for her input but the rest basically 
said, ‘You should be grateful that you can easily find 
physical contact, that’s hard for us, I wish men had it as easy 
as women, it must be so nice to easily be able to find people 
to hook up with, take advantage of that!’ 

“And then, two seconds later, you’ll see a thread with men 
stating that women who have had casual sex is a massive red 
flag and not someone they’d ever want to date. It gives me 
whiplash. Having many sexual partners is heavily decried, 
ridiculed, and seen as being indicative of one’s worth and 
self-value. 

“Find any thread on Reddit asking if men care about how 
many partners a woman has had. ‘It’s a huge red flag if she 
has had a lot.’ ‘She must not have much self-confidence if 
she’s slept with a lot of people. That’s disgusting.’ ‘Where 
are her morals?’ ‘I’m allowed to have preferences and I 
would absolutely never date that.’ More open-minded and 
accepting men are often downvoted. 

“As other people have said, diminishing women and making 
them feel shame and guilt over inconsequential things is just 
something that society does exceedingly well. We’re 
teaching young women that sex is a point of shame, sex is 
taboo, sex is stigmatized strictly for them. This is how 
women become terrified to report assault, as it is often 
dismissed and / or blamed on them being promiscuous. This 
is how people don’t know to get tested for STDs or have 
woefully inadequate sexual knowledge and education. Purity 
culture is revolting. 

“Women are constantly sexualized and viewed as sexual 
objects, just to be told that their value to society is contingent 
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 on them not being overly sexual. Women are taught that their 
appearance is of the utmost and unparalleled importance, so 
long as they don’t embrace their sexuality and femininity in 
unapproved ways. Women are raised to be unfailing people 
pleasers, just for people to question how a woman could ever 
feel uncomfortable or guilty when faced with the dichotomy 
between purity culture and suffocating sexualization. Fun 
times.” 

theworldisnotquiet commented, “What you’ve posted 
speaks to the weird disconnect on all the women-hating 
forums where the men there simultaneously talk about 
wanting to use women for sex, while shaming said women 
for both enjoying sex and gasp, having more than one partner 
before death.” 

ThrowFarAwayLoveAnal wrote, “Also, the casual one-night 
stands are unlikely to be satisfying. A lot of guys will not be 
willing to put in the effort to please you. They want to get 
off, and then leave. Of course women wouldn’t be interested. 
It’s a waste of time and effort, and it carries potential risk 
with likely zero reward when that woman could just 
masturbate alone and she’s more likely to be satisfied.” 

icebluefrost commented: 

“This is my exact opinion on casual sex as a woman: If 
you’re not getting paid for it, what’s the point? 

“The risk (of pregnancy, of STI, of assault) is high, and the 
reward is extremely low (women in heterosexual 
relationships are the least likely to orgasm and if you’re 
having sex with someone you never expect to see again, 
presumably they’d be far less motivated to make you 
orgasm).” 

drankallthewineagain commented: 
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 “As a woman who used to love no-strings-attached sex, if a 
man sucked I would simply end sex and leave. I know I’m 
fortunate to have never gotten negative repercussions from 
that, though (like raped or physically assaulted). I wasn’t 
thinking about those possible reactions back then. 

“I’d be more selective now.”90 

91. “Who Was Your Childhood Crush? Do You Know 
Where They Are Now?” 

KombuchaEnema wrote: 

“My childhood crush was the Secret Squirrel. I told my dad 
I was going to marry him. 

“I’m pretty sure his show got cancelled so not sure what he’s 
doing now.”91 

92. “Tattoo Artists Of Reddit, What Was The Most 
‘Hard NO’ Moment Of Your Career?” 

1) Shock_Beautiful wrote, “I was asked to put a full-fledged 
erect penis on someone’s back, right above his ass crack. 
Veins and all. I would have considered it but there was some 
heavy breathing involved and … yeah, no, I do not want to 
spend hours and hours lovingly fulfilling your dick-ink 
fetish, thanks very much.” 

 
90 Source: helponbyastring, “Sex. Why are women made to feel bad 
about our bodies and wanting sex?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 April 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/my9lt4/sex_why_are_
women_made_to_feel_bad_about_our/ >. 
91 Source: Willa-the-wisp, “Who was your childhood crush? Do you 
know where they are now?” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mxnaxm/who_was_y
our_childhood_crush_do_you_know_where/ >. 
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 the blanetappit commented, “I hate older guys who go for 
18-year-olds. An eighteen-tear-old is honestly still just a 
kid.” 

Morigyn commented: 

“A guy I went on a few dates with told me about how when 
he was 25, he had a physical relationship with a 17-year-old 
(age of consent is 16). Said they were together for a while, 
but it was basically just for sex, for the both of them. 

“When I asked why he was ok dating someone that young, 
he said, ‘It wasn’t really dating, we both made that clear. 
And she was mature, and knew what she wanted.’ 

“Now, to be fair, on average, people start having sex at 15 
here. So in all likelihood, she had been sexually active for a 
couple of years. 

“But for a 25-year-old guy to be sexually involved with a 17-
year-old girl, it still gives me the heebie-jeebies. 

“It was a real mind-fuck for me, as well. This guy was the 
first (and so far only) guy I was genuinely interested in since 
my break-up. 

“I have a hard time finding people attractive, it’s almost like 
asexuality in the sense that I don’t see people as sexual 
beings. Except all of 3-4 people in my entire life, so far, and 
this guy was one of them.” 

Wolfdreama commented: 

“Is the bigger age gap a generational thing that’s just 
becoming less acceptable? My parents were 17 and 26 when 
they met (in the 1960’s) and were very happily married until 
they both passed. Similar age gap between my (also happily 
married) aunt and uncle. 
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 “When I was 17 (a very long time ago), I was dating a guy 
who was 23 and I can say, with absolute certainty, that I was 
WAY more mature than he was. We met in a nightclub and 
he definitely didn’t know how old I was to start with. His 
next girlfriend (and eventual wife) was older than him, so I 
do genuinely believe sometime it’s just about connection.” 

Morigen responded: 

“I think a couple of things are at play. Back in the day of 
your parents, kids had to grow up fast,;getting married young 
was the norm. 

“Nowadays, we recognise that at 17, most people still have 
a lot of maturing to do, both emotionally and just brain-wise. 
Being with someone (much) older, in a different stage of life, 
can definitely hinder someone’s growth. 

“And of course, there are always outliers. But maturity can 
come in different forms. I was a very mature 17-year-old, 
but looking back, I could have definitely been changed for 
life, had I met the wrong, older person. 

“If you don’t have a frame of reference, you don’t know 
what’s right and what’s wrong. Sexually, and when it comes 
to relationships. 

“I, for instance, was with someone for ten years; it was the 
first serious relationship for the both of us. Sexually, it went 
fine. But emotionally, it wrecked me. He didn’t do it 
purposefully, but he did a lot of things that hurt me, which I 
am only now undoing. 

“At the time, my only frame of reference was my extremely 
abusive family. And he came from a ‘normal’ family, so I 
figured he knew how stuff worked. But as the years went on, 
our dynamic caused me to sink deeper and deeper into a 
depression, without ever realizing what it was that was 
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 hurting me so much. I thought I was just being overly 
sensitive (because he literally said that). 

“Now I know that a lot of my needs were simply not being 
met. And here I am, 31, and no idea how to date like a normal 
person. I’m sticking to being single for the time being.” 

2) MurphyJames wrote, “Eighteen-year-old girl wanted her 
considerably older boyfriend’s name just above her vagina 
[vulva?] for her first tattoo. Hard no, and had to explain why 
it wasn’t a good decision.” 

Multitrak commented: 

“I got to know a nice girl and we started kinda dating but 
hadn’t gotten physical too much just yet, things were going 
along nicely when one evening as we were speaking about 
being closer, etc., she said in a concerned tone, ‘But there’s 
something I’ve got to tell you,’ and I’m thinking, ‘Oh, no 
don’t tell me about an std or something.’ 

“I’m like, ‘Ok, go ahead,’ and she tells me that she had been 
with her ex, the former love of her life, for 10 years and had 
his name tattooed in a place that could bother some people, 
and ‘It’s big! I have to warn you,’ she says ominously. I say, 
‘Well, where is it?’ She lifts her shirt and I can see the name 
PETE in all caps thick 3" tall letters in that real bold font 
Futura or Roboto not sure right over her ass or basically 
tramp stamp area! 

“I contained my shock and held my best poker face and said, 
‘Wouldn’t bother me,’ lol, as she was very attractive and 
cool, I’m not sure why on earth she got that done or if it was 
her idea or his but the fully black thick letters would have 
been almost impossible to cover up unless some big base for 
a tribal (hello, 1990s) thing. 

“We dated a few months, in certain positions I obviously 
couldn’t not see it, but I kept thinking I’ll just try to ignore 
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 looking down at a guy’s name and pretend I’m just enjoying 
doing someone else’s girl but it didn’t really work for me, I 
kept thinking the person I was having relations with was 
called Pete and that was a turn-off for me. 

“She had no intentions of having it removed either, I 
honestly felt sorry in a way, we drifted apart and we both 
moved on to new dates with other people so it wasn’t a real 
break-up or anything bad, I’ve made some bad decisions in 
life, I don’t judge, but she may have to find another Pete 
ultimately.” 

Notamansplainer wrote: 

“Reddit anecdote of a nurse in L&D [Labor and Delivery]: 

“Woman came in with tattoo saying, ‘[Kevin’s] Lunchbox 
{down arrow}’ above her mons verenis. Husband came in 
with her. Delivery went smoothly, but the nurse got funny 
looks when she addressed him as ‘Kevin.’ Come to find out, 
[Kevin] is not husband’s name, but woman’s ex. Maybe 
husband felt a rush pounding something that used to belong 
to [Kevin]. People think funny sometimes.” 

Dyingforsomelove commented, “My dad was a tattoo artist 
in the 80’s / 90’s, He was REALLY passionate about doing 
good artwork, especially mythological creatures (dragons 
and Pegasus were both specialties of his). He refused to do 
partners’ names. When we needed cash, he would do a bit of 
work in a bigger shop where he would have to basically ink 
whatever the customer wanted — he used to affectionately 
call it ‘whoring himself out.’” 

LittleFlowers13 commented, “My dad has my name and my 
brother’s name tattooed on his shoulder. When the artist 
asked if he wanted to add his wife’s name, my dad said, 
‘Only if it’s somewhere that can be cut off.’ He’s been 
married three times and has a sense of humor about it.” 
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 3) d3adandbr0k3n wrote, “Not a tattoo artist, but when I was 
in my early 20’s. I was with my cousin and I was a very racist 
sob back then. We went to this biker-club type of Tattoo 
Artist she found. The guy had a swastika on his chest and a 
confederate flag covering his entire back. I asked him if he 
would tattoo me a Swastika on the back of my hand and then 
on the same arm, tattoo the SS German symbol. He looked 
me up and down and said, ‘Son, you ain’t tough enough to 
rock those. If I did that, you would be constantly fighting 
someone or end up dead.’ Apparently there has to be a look 
for people to get those type of tats. Lol. Now as a 40-year-
old very non-racist person. I am so, so fucking thankful he 
said what he said and refused to do it. Older me would have 
hated younger me and regretted it deeply in my later years.” 

4) jcillc wrote, “When I got my first tattoo, I complimented 
my artist’s collection of Virgin Mary designs. He laughed 
and said people were shocked that he was Jewish when they 
saw them. I asked if that was ever a problem. He said, ‘Nope. 
I always take payment first anytime someone wants a 
swastika or something, then halfway through I tell them. If 
they still want it, it’s just a job. But if they don’t, they leave 
with half a hate symbol and I don’t give refunds.’ I always 
loved that story.” 

n_eats_n commented, “One tattoo artist here on another 
AskReddit thread said they love doing hate symbols since it 
means they are installing a warning label on a person who 
clearly needs a warning label.”92 

 
92 Source: Paintingrefinish, “Tattoo Artists of Reddit What was the 
most ‘Hard NO’ moment of your career?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/myf658/tattoo_artists_
of_reddit_what_was_the_most_hard/ >. 
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 93. “What Is A ‘Hot Girl Summer’?” 

ImCallingPapa wrote, “Wearing exactly what you want and 
really focusing on your own glow! Dating freely or 
abstaining from dating to prioritize yourself (whichever you 
need most). Not missing out on summer nights with your 
friends making memories. Trying something new and 
challenging yourself. Letting the past shit go.” 

Othat_girl0 commented, “Ok, serious question … is there an 
age limit on this? How does someone over 35 with no kids 
get in on Hot Girl Summer?” 

ImCallingPapa replied, “Age limit is death. Let’s take our 
thirty-something-year-old asses all the way to hot girl 
summer greatness.” 

Ranger343, a male, asked, “I’m trying to have a hot girl 
summer, too. Can a 26-year-old man do this?” 

throwra_sillyinquiry answered, “Hot girl summer knows no 
age, gender, or other demographic limitations. Hot girl 
summer is a state of mind.” 

ElliePond commented: 

“Find a look that you want to wear and wear it. Is it a thong 
bikini? Awesome! Rock it! Is it a sweeping ankle-length 
summer dress? Neat! Is it a cool hat or a thin silver bracelet? 
Right on! 

“Do things unapologetically. Go on that hike! Take that 
pottery class! Bake some weed brownies! Make art! Burn 
something! Lay on a beach and read a romance novel! Throw 
the book in a lake when you realize that the author’s 
misogyny is leaking through and all the women are two 
dimensional! Retrieve the book because you don’t want to 
litter! Let it dry, toss it on the fire, and pick out a different 
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 book! Or do none of the above because you don’t want to 
and that’s a valid reason not to do something.” 

Note by David Bruce: Urban Dictionary defines “hot girl 
summer” as “a term used to define girls being 
unapologetically themselves, having fun, loving yourself, 
and doing YOU … and has NOTHING to do with being a 
fuck ass hoe.”93 

94. “Women Who Married Out Of Necessity Rather 
Than Love, How Did It Go?” 

1) glorifiedfedex wrote: 

“I got married to my husband from another country, 1.5 
years ago. 

“We are very much in love, but we made the choice because 
life gave us the ultimatum of break up or get married, so I 
could get residency. It wasn’t just for a visa, but it was before 
we were both ready, yet we decided to take the plunge. 

“Best decision of my life, he is everything to me, and we are 
stupidly happy together.” 

low_lobola commented: 

“We met in Asia, got married when he visited me on 
vacation in my home country (in Africa), and I moved to his 
home country (in North America) as soon as my visa cleared. 

 
93 Source: Thst-guy101010, “What is a ‘hot girl summer’?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 25 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mylwd0/what_is_a_h
ot_girl_summer/ >. Also, “Hot girl summer.” Urban Dictionary. 
Accessed 26 April 2021 
<https://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Hot%20girl%20s
ummer >. 
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 “So very in love. This weekend I drove nearly 600 miles to 
get him a birthday present that was sold out in our area. 
“While I was gone, he planted me a whole garden of flowers 
on our balcony so that when I look out of my office window 
I can see how much he loves me. We’ve been married nearly 
five years.” 

katwoodruff commented, “My parents got married only 
because my grandfather insisted. Mum was seven months 
pregnant at the time. They just celebrated their Golden 
Anniversary.” 

2) ghostinmylungs wrote: 

“I’m getting a divorce. 

“And I have a lot of residual guilt over the whole ordeal that 
I fear will haunt me for a long, long time to come.” 

3) todayonbloopers wrote: 

“Divorced him once the necessity part passed. I intended to 
be with him for real, but he had to have something more to 
offer than a path to citizenship for me to stay with him. He 
did not. 

“Edited To Add: No, I did not ‘use’ him for it, because I 
intended to be with him for real and he was the one who 
proposed marrying me for a visa in the first place. 

“If you have a single goddamn thing to offer more than the 
common things people claim to be ‘used’ for (money, 
immigration, status), you don’t have to worry about it 
happening to you. You will be a great spouse who just so 
happens to offer those things.” 

4) punk-funq wrote: 

“I got married to my husband because at the time I had no 
health insurance. I’m type 1 diabetic so I have to have insulin 
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 manually for the rest of my life, which in America is a death 
sentence if you’re poor and/or un/underinsured. Woo hoo! 

“Anyways, I was literally less than a week away from 
completely running out of all my meds and supplies and I 
was stressing and panicking HARD, so he was like, ‘Fuck it, 
let’s go get married.’ We got our marriage license at like 
3am, and that same afternoon we got married, and he 
immediately got me added to his insurance afterwards. 

“I was 22 at the time, and we had been together only a little 
over a year at the time. I had never wanted to settle down 
and get married. I had fully planned on living alone with my 
cat my whole life. 

“But we just celebrated our three-year anniversary two days 
ago. He’s honestly my best friend. He’s the kindest, funniest, 
hardest-working person I’ve ever met. He goes above and 
beyond to take care of me and never expects anything in 
return. We never fight, never argue. He always tries to uplift 
me and remind me how much he loves me and remind me 
that life is meant to be enjoyed. His friends, family, and 
coworkers only ever tell me how much he talks about me all 
the time. Lol. He’s very sweet, and I’m very lucky to have 
someone who loves me as much as he does.” 

5) Thraell wrote: 

“I married my husband only out of necessity to get him as 
my official next-of-kin because even if our relationship fails, 
I trust him way more than my family of origin to do the right 
thing. 

“I don’t personally believe that getting married is this 
‘ultimate symbol of love’ that my culture (white British) 
seems to uphold. I consider it to be a legal contract between 
two people — you don’t need to be in love to get married, 
nor do you need to be married to be in love. 
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 “I would have been perfectly happy to live as an unmarried 
couple for the rest of our lives — in fact, I would have 
preferred it in some ways (my god, the raging sexism I’ve 
encountered since!), but my family are awful and abusive, 
and when I encountered some health problems a few years 
ago and I couldn’t put my partner of 10+ years as my next-
of-kin over my parents, and it would have been a huge legal 
palaver to get it done without marriage … it was 
unfortunately the more pragmatic, easier solution to ensure 
my safety. 

“I’m absolutely certain that if my mother thought there’d be 
money in it for her (or even attention and sympathy as a 
mother who lost her child), she’d pull the plug on me without 
a moment’s hesitation, even if it was possible to save me. 
Also, I’ve seen what my family consider familial care. I 
don’t want to ever be in a situation where they have power 
of attorney over me. 

“So, yeah, we married out of necessity, rather than love, and 
it’s been going great because we already have a solid 
relationship together. The love was there; it just wasn’t the 
driving motivation for us to get married.”94 

95. “Redditors, What Was Your Best Or Worst Time In 
A Game Of Truth Or Dare?” 

1) jasenzero1 wrote, “I was in 6th grade (pre-internet 1990s) 
and got dared to make out with my girlfriend in front of 
everyone. We had kissed, but I didn’t understand what 
exactly defined ‘making out.’ I had to ask this group of 
fellow kids what it was. Felt super uncool.” 

 
94 Source: BubblyTransformer, “Women who married out of necessity 
rather than love, how did it go?” Reddit. AskWomen. 27 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mzfmhd/women_who
_married_out_of_necessity_rather_than/ >. 
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 2) creationignored wrote: 

“I was around 14 and a girl from school hosted a ‘class 
party.’ I had hit puberty really early and looked pretty mature 
for my age, which came with getting a lot of attention from 
older guys, which made a lot of my peers assume that I had 
some experience and extra confidence. We played Truth or 
Dare and I was dared to kiss this boy in my class who hadn’t 
hit puberty, had braces, and generally didn’t match my 
‘maturing.’ 

“I think he expected me to refuse, but I had actually been 
crushing on him and found him really cute, plus I hadn’t 
actually kissed anyone before despite what everyone 
believed. 

“We both leaned over on all fours from opposite sides, and I 
could see the huge and boyish smile that formed on him and 
it felt really safe and comfortable and to this day I’m glad 
that was my first kiss.” 

Austinpowerstwo commented, “That’s so sweet.” 

creationignored responded, “It was! Going through puberty 
early and being sexualized by older men throughout my 
teens sucked, but this was one of the last memories of 
experiencing pure ‘childhood’ in that it should come with 
innocence. I think it was a good moment for him, too.” 

3) CTHeinz wrote: 

“Was made to tell the truth about who I had a crush on. It 
was on a girl in the same game. She said, ‘Oh, my god! 
Ewww!’ 

“A part of me died that day.” 

4) itspizzatime5 wrote, “I was in 9th grade (it was like 40-60 
percentage-wise, with more girls) and one of my friends 
dared a girl (who was my crush at the time) to flash me and 
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 she did and it was probably the best moment of that entire 
year for me.” 

5) elenifan wrote: 

“There was this boy I liked whom I was too chicken to ask 
out. So I suggested we play Truth or Dare with an app. Mind 
you, we were alone. There comes a dare to make out and he 
agrees. 

“We’ve been together for 7.5 years, married for 2.5.” 

Despijinator asked, “So is this the best or worst?” 

elenifan answered, “Ha ha! The best. I love him with all my 
heart.” 

6) Cheeto2burrito wrote: 

“This is a very convoluted, complicated story, with much 
more to it, but I’ll keep it as short as I can. 

“I was dared to cover the head of my dick with CAYENNE 
PEPPER, then close my foreskin over top of it. I was 13-14 
at the time and was in a situation that would have looked 
REALLY bad to my foster parents. Ironically, about five 
minutes after I did the deed, my foster parents pulled up to 
the house. So everyone playing scattered, but I had a dick 
full of cayenne pepper and it was burning, like a lot. But it 
gets worse. 

“My friend that was over for the night decides to do it as well 
because I look like I’m ‘being dramatic.’ He didn’t use as 
much as me, but we both were in so much pain and regretted 
everything. So we decided we were gonna go get cleaned up. 
Me first because I did it first. Except for one kinda big 
problem. My foster dad worked in construction, then he 
would go to my foster mom’s business and would help her 
until she closed. Then he would come home and shower 
immediately, and then go to bed. He would get angry if you 
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 tried to shower after he had gone to bed because the 
bathroom was right next to his room, and the pipes were 
extremely loud. So by the time I got upstairs to get cleaned 
up, he was walking towards the only bathroom with a towel 
in hand. I had to tell my foster mom I was doing the ‘pee pee 
dance’ because I was moving around so much and looked so 
uncomfortable. I couldn’t tell my foster parents the truth 
because that would involve them knowing that we were 
playing Truth or Dare and had a fit. 

“I went outside to ‘pee,’ but actually just left my wang 
hanging in the cool wind to help with the burning sensation 
that wouldn’t go away. I also tried to scoop some of it off 
(yes, I used that much, because I’m an idiot, that’s why) but 
if I touched it too hard, it was just burning more and felt even 
more uncomfortable. So I got the genius idea to grab two 
glasses of water, take them down for my friend and me, and 
we would get cleaned up downstairs in my room, then just 
dump the cayenne dick water out the window. Sounds great, 
right? 

“I get the water downstairs, and my friend is already in my 
room, using one of my deodorant sticks on his junk to try 
and counter the burning. So he rubbed his sweaty cayenne 
pepper dick all over my deodorant I used for school after 
gym. By the look on his face, I could tell he could give less 
than a fuck about it. I couldn’t really either because I was 
focused on cleaning myself up. I hand my buddy his glass, 
and we clean ourselves up to the best of our abilities, dump 
out the cayenne dick water, and then go to bed. 

“The next morning, we go upstairs for breakfast and bring 
our glasses up. I went to put mine in the sink, and my foster 
dad said something like, ‘Don’t grab another glass. We don’t 
need any more dirty dishes than we already have.’ And so I 
said, ‘Oh, no, I’m just washing ours before dinner.’ He says, 
‘Why? You just had water, right? It’s not even dirty.’ And 
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 because I have social anxiety and didn’t wanna talk about 
this any more than I already was, I just said, ‘Yeah, I guess 
you’re right.’ We both filled our glasses with water, we 
didn’t touch them, and then I got yelled at for wasting 
drinking water. (We had to buy our water from in town 
because our well water was salt water.) 

“And yes, I forgot about the cayenne dick deodorant and put 
it on at school. It burned and chaffed my armpits during flag 
football. Worst fucking game of Truth or Dare I ever 
played.” 

PM_ME_PAJAMAS commented, “Almost every day I ask 
myself why I continue to use the internet, but then I stumble 
upon these masterpieces and I remember. It’s because I hate 
myself.”95 

96. “What Would Be Your Pettiest Revenge Story?” 

1) retiredslut wrote, “I had an abusive ex (who was my ‘first 
everything’) constantly accuse me of having feelings for my 
boss and was so jealous he made even going to work 
difficult. He even got a job in the same corporation at another 
location so he could keep an eye out. Anyway, my boss was 
obviously the first person I fucked when we broke up.” 

2) DLVSH wrote: 

“I have an uncle who told me — this is verbatim because 
these are words no one ever forgets — that I was dead to 
him. What awful, horrific thing did I do to deserve this? Not 
see love as a color. Yep, that’s the horrible crime I 
committed. I fell in love with a man with a skin color that 

 
95 Source: Zee_Big_Lozer, “Redditors what was your best or worst 
time in a game of truth or dare?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mzgy37/redditors_wha
t_was_your_best_or_worst_time_in_a/ >. 
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 didn’t match mine. I was 19 at the time, incredibly in love 
with my first boyfriend, this really great person whom my 
parents adored and couldn’t have cared less what color he 
was. Nonetheless, my uncle said I was dead to him. 

“Fast forward, 20 years later, my sweet daddy unexpectedly 
dies. Who shows up to the funeral? Yeah, that asshole, the 
uncle. I’m now married to a different brown guy than my 
first boyfriend. Uncle saddles up to my husband at the 
funeral and says, ‘I’m sure you’ve heard a lot about me.’ My 
husband — I want to wake him up and kiss his face off just 
writing this — says, ‘I’m sorry. Who are you?’” 

3) LadyCordeliaStuart wrote, “I had a Moroccan co-worker 
who went to stay at her mother’s house for a weekend since 
she was mad at her husband, but when she went she took 
every spice out of the kitchen so he had to eat plain food.”96 

97. “What Is A Family Tradition That You Are Working 
To Keep Going?” 

1) sunshineandflipflops wrote: 

“My family is ridiculously competitive. We have a huge 
gathering every year, during the summer, of each of my 
dad’s siblings and their families. 

“We do all kinds of sports and races. It is so much fun and 
the winner gets a trophy, bragging rights, and however much 
money is put in the cup. 

 
96 Source: bustybaddie, “What would be your pettiest revenge story?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 28 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/n0aa4d/what_would_
be_your_pettiest_revenge_story/ >. 
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 “Last year [2020] the family gathering didn’t happen due to 
COVID, but hopefully this year it will happen. I am already 
planning the events and menu.” 

2) searedscallops wrote, “I started an Easter tradition in 
quarantine: kids (say, age 5+) hide the eggs and candy while 
adults do the searching. Kids looooooove knowing secrets 
adults don’t know (such as where the eggs are) and it ends 
up being so much fun.” 

3) turquoise-nightmares wrote, “A luxurious breakfast 
spread for Christmas morning. Not a fancy lunch or dinner. 
Not a fancy Christmas Eve dinner. A big Christmas morning 
spread that also generates leftovers so that the day can be 
spent having fun and not cooking.”97 

98. “What Is A Double Standard That Is Seen Positively 
When Women Do It But Negatively When Men Do It?” 

Complaint-Efficient wrote, “Exist near kids.” 

LonelyCorpro commented, “I know. I hate that when I’m 
near someone else’s kid I have to avert my eyes so that 
people don’t think I’m a pedo.” 

Pohtate commented, “I will fight people to the death to 
protect men who care about being nice to kids. I even have 
to tell off my own friend. She has three kids. Youngest was 
wearing a Batman costume. He was at the other end of the 
aisle. Man said his costume was really cool. Kid told my 
friend. My friend said that man shouldn’t have done that. I 

 
97 Source: shortstory16, “What is a family tradition that you are 
working to keep going?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/n0e0qw/what_is_a_fa
mily_tradition_that_you_are_working/ >. 
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 was like, dude, wtf. A person can’t compliment a kid’s dress-
up?” 

barriedalenick commented: 

“A few years ago a 14/15 year old girl who lived over the 
road from us, knocked on our door. She was scared as she 
had just got home, in the dark, and her brother was supposed 
to be home but was out. She thought there was someone else 
in her house as she could hear banging and shouting. So I 
went over, she let me in and I hollered and made a load of 
noise. She asked if we could check upstairs, in her bedroom, 
so I ran up the stairs with her behind me. 

“A little bead of cold sweat trickled down my back as my 
brain cells came into alignment. 

“What the fuck am I doing? I am in a girl’s bedroom, alone 
with her, it’s late and dark, and I don’t know her — while 
my wife is over the road. So I asked her to leave and go sit 
with my wife while I searched the house. Everything was 
fine: The house was empty and the girl was grateful. Her dad 
even came to thank me the next day and mentioned that it 
might have been awkward. 

“I just hate that I had to think that way and that when a child 
needed help I had to concern myself with ‘what other people 
might think.’” 

pedantic-dullard commented: 

“I posted a story a while back about a lost little girl 
approaching me at a Wal-Mart. 

“That was my first thought, too, and I proceeded to help 
while making it obnoxiously obvious I was not kidnapping 
her or trying to drag her into a clothing rack. 
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 “I was more concerned about someone mistaking me for a 
pedo and me getting assaulted or arrested than I was for a 
scared little girl.” 

Emil8250 commented: 

“I was once on a vacation with my parents and some family 
friends. One evening I took some of the smaller children to 
a market (I was probably 15, and they must’ve been 11 and 
seven, maybe?). Then suddenly this seven-year-old girl bolts 
away amid lots of people in a foreign country. We shout for 
her and finally catch up, so I throw her over my shoulder as 
she keeps resisting. Guess what her only word in English 
was? I was walking away with a small child over my 
shoulder while she was screaming ‘HELP!’ at the top of her 
lungs. 

“Luckily, no one thought I was a pedophile. Oh, boy, did she 
get in trouble when we got home.” 

Hartagon wrote: 

“I am in my late 20s and my parents have long since 
divorced. I spend a lot of time gaming, I always have, and 
everyone in my family knows this. 

“Two years ago my dad remarried the woman he had been 
dating for a few years and they moved in together. 
Apparently she had a teenage daughter who was extremely 
introverted and spent all her time gaming as well. (I say 
apparently because my dad lives across the country and I 
haven’t seen him in years, hardly ever speak to him, and 
haven’t met his new family.) One time my dad called me up 
and asked if I would play games with her online since she 
never goes out and doesn’t have any friends and such. 

“At first I was thinking sure, why not, but then I ended up 
declining after thinking a little hard about it. I am 29 and she 
was like 14. She could make one passing mention to a 
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 teacher or something about her twenty-something-year-old 
male friend on the internet and I’d probably have police 
knocking on my door. So I said sorry, but no. Hopefully she 
found some friends or whatever. I never talk to my dad, so 
no idea how things turned out for her.”98 

99. “Women, Have You Ever Been In Any Fights? If So, 
Why?” 

TinyViolet48 wrote, “When I was in high school, this guy 
who sat behind me in chemistry class used to unhook my bra 
every single day. I told the teachers, the guidance counsellor, 
principal, etc., and got the basic ‘boys will be boys’ 
response. After four straight months of it, I snapped and 
punched him in the face, breaking his nose. I don’t know if 
it counts as a fight since he didn’t really fight back, but I 
must admit it felt amazing to stand up for myself.”99 

100. “What’s the Weirdest Thing A Kid Has Ever Said 
To You?” 

1) Usidore_ wrote: 

“I’m a 27-year-old man who is four-feet-tall with 
disproportionate dwarfism, so I get a lot of funny / weird 
child interactions, as they try to understand what on earth I 
am. 

 
98 Source: Real_loser23, “What is a double standard that is seen 
positively when women do it but negatively when men do it?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 30 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n1kxw7/what_is_a_do
uble_standard_that_is_seen_positively/ >. 
99 Source: Dexo32, “Women, have you ever been in any fights? If so, 
why?” Reddit. AskWomen. 29 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/n0ndra/women_have_
you_ever_been_in_any_fights_if_so_why/ >. 
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 “Probably one of my favourite interactions was when I was 
in a shopping centre, waiting on a friend who had gone to 
the toilet. I was minding my own business, when I noticed 
this young girl, probably about eight years old and already 
taller than me, staring at me from a few yards away. I didn’t 
think much of it (it happens all the time), so I just smiled to 
myself, keeping her within my peripheral vision. I was taken 
aback when she started storming straight towards me, with 
an annoyed look on her face. 

“When she reached me, she said, ‘I know you’re not a 
grownup. Stop pretending!’ just before her mortified dad 
rushed up behind her and pulled her away while apologising 
profusely. 

“I was so surprised, and then I just cracked up laughing. I 
need to work on my disguise.” 

VanillaMemeIceCream commented, “That’s kinda 
hilarious. Lmao. Don’t worry. She’s going to cringe soooo 
hard when she’s older.” 

Usidore_ responded: 

“Kids can be so hilarious. Their parents can be mortified 
when they start loudly saying, ‘Look at the little man!’ ‘Why 
is he so small?’ or ‘What IS he?’ but I know they’re just 
curious kids, so I find it really endearing.” 

2) trout_a_la_creme wrote: 

“When my cousin was a lot younger, I was taking her back 
to bed after she’d got up in the night for a drink. As I was 
tucking her in, she held up her teddy bear to me and 
cheerfully announced, ‘This is my friend Teddy Ted! He is 
sad because his family died!’ She then turned the bear 
around to face her and said, ‘Don’t be sad — they’re only 
dead!’ in the same upbeat voice. 
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 “That, or the five- or six-year-old who stood on the edge of 
a swimming pool and told me I had ‘a stew head’ as I swam 
up. I asked her what a stew head was, and she sheepishly 
replied that she didn’t know. I just shrugged and said, ‘Well, 
in that case, you’ve got casserole legs,’ and swam off.” 

3) draculasbloodtype wrote, “In first grade I told my 
classmates my mom had a baby the night before, she hadn’t, 
and I don’t know why I said this. I think I wanted it to be 
true? They told the teacher who called my parents after 
school to congratulate them. My parents were confused as 
all get out and my teacher embarrassed. I got a calm talking 
to about lying and that was the end of it, but 35 years on I 
still get mildly embarrassed by it.” 

4) Cheese_basedLifeform wrote, “My best friend growing 
up had a ton of siblings and when the youngest one was four, 
I asked him what he wanted to be when he grew up and he 
gave me an impassioned speech about why he wanted to be 
both a bulldog (like the actual dog) and a fire truck. It was 
hilarious and so cute that he was so into the idea of being a 
literal truck someday.” 

5) Express_Salamander_9 wrote, “My own three-year-old 
said, ‘Jesus Fuck, right, Dad?’ Cone of shame descended on 
me. She had heard me cursing. I didn’t react and she’s never 
said it since. That’s when I realized how horrible my cursing 
habit is and how bad I needed to fix it. (It’s a work in 
progress.)” 

6) Rysilk wrote, “My wife and I were shopping in Kohl’s a 
few years ago. We were probably 40 at the time. In front of 
us was this mother and her MAYBE nine-year-old son. The 
kid turned around, looked at my wife, looked at me DEAD 
IN THE EYES, without breaking eye contact, and said, 
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 ‘When I get older, I’m gonna steal your G-I-R-L.’“My wife 
and I still joke about that to this day.”100 

 

  

 
100 Source: Tushar3145, “What’s a weirdest thing a kid ever say to 
you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/myv6on/whats_a_weir
dest_thing_a_kid_ever_say_to_you/ >. 
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 APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have downloaded and 
adapted from the WWW. I will not make a dime from it. The use of this 
information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of 
a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for 
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching 
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made 
of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered 
shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 
of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 
copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 
copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair 
use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  

I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good deeds, and 
this book about Good Samaritans is a good way to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the editors want 
to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  
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 Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit posts, and 
letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with correcting an obvious 
misspelling. 
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 APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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 APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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 Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 
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 King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  
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 William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  
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 William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 
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 The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 
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 The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

 


