
  

 

  



  

 
Copyright 2021 by Bruce D. Bruce 

 

I will make NO money from this book. It is royalty free 
and a labor of love. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1. Most women enjoy sex, too. (Duh!) 

2. Everyone is different. 

3. Communication is important. 

4. Consent is essential. 
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 Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What Was The Moment You Made A Connection 
With A Stranger Where You Felt You Could Talk For 
Hours But Had To Leave?” 

1) PM-ME-DAT-BOOTY-PLS wrote: 

“This actually just happened a couple of weeks ago: 

“I recently went to an outdoor metal / punk festival with my 
Significant Other and a couple of friends. During one of the 
sets, I’m standing in the crowd and a woman taps my 
shoulder to get my attention. I turned around and to my 
amazement, this woman looked like a spitting image of my 
great aunt. To paint a picture, my great aunt is in her late 60s, 
about 5’ tall, short grey hair with glasses, and sweet as can 
be. She wanted to know who was playing next and at which 
stage since the current band was finishing up their set. I 
pulled up the set times on my phone and showed her the 
lineup and which bands were next. She then asked my 
opinion about which band she should go see next as she 
wasn’t familiar with many of the bands that were playing. 
Intrigued, I asked her why she was here. Turns out that she 
had bought her nieces weekend passes the previous year for 
Christmas and she was letting them enjoy their day while she 
did her own thing.  

“I let her know where we were headed next, but I gave her a 
heads up that it was a pretty heavy band and might not be her 
thing. She said she would check it out and thanked me. As 
soon as I finished talking to her, my Significant Other taps 
me on the shoulder and says, ‘She looked a lot like your great 
aunt.’ After both expressing our amazement with the 
coincidence of running into my great aunt’s doppelgänger in 
a sea of thousands and thousands of people, we finished the 
band’s set and headed to the next stage.  
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 “While waiting for the next band to start, we spotted the 
same woman making her way to towards the front of the 
crowd. I point out to my Significant Other that she took our 
suggestion and came to see this band. She stuck around 
pretty close to where we were standing and throughout the 
next show I watched her slowly start to get into the music 
and by the end of the show she was having the time of her 
life.  

“I know at the end of the day, she was just trying to enjoy 
herself while allowing her nieces to run off and do their own 
thing, but it was really sweet watching this older woman 
enjoying herself and trying to experience the kind of music 
her nieces enjoy. It was really sweet because I saw so much 
of my great aunt in that lady. She would do the exact same 
thing. I wish I had a few more minutes to talk to her.  

“After the show had ended for the evening, I texted my mom 
to tell her an abbreviated version of this story. She texted me 
back and tells me it’s making her tear up because my great 
aunt had actually been admitted to the hospital that same 
day. Unfortunately, she passed a few days later.  

“I think a lot about that woman who stopped to simply ask 
me which bands were playing where. I wish I could chat with 
her again, even just briefly.” 

2) Born2dodishes wrote, “A few weeks ago, I found myself 
discussing poetry with an Uber driver for a good twenty 
minutes and we were both huge fans of all the same poets. It 
was odd, but also cool. Right before I got out of the car, he 
goes, ‘There’s a reason we met each other. Heaven sent an 
Angel to my car,’ and it was honestly probably the last time 
I remember smiling.”1 

 
1 Source: ChowIsMyName, “What was the moment you made a 
connection with a stranger where you felt you could talk for hours but 
had to leave?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 October 2021 < 
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 2. “Girls Of Reddit, What Are Some Really Unique / 
Romantic Presents You Have Received From Your 
Boyfriends That Stood Out?” 

1) _Nick_2711_ wrote: 

“Okay, I’m not the target demographic for answering this 
question because I’m a dude, but trust me, this is something 
I’ve got figured out. 

“Lads, it’s all in the long game. That notes app on your 
phone? Bust it out every time she comments on an ad for 
something, stops to look at something in a shop window, or 
outright says, ‘That’d be so cool.’ Anything else along those 
lines — take a note of what it was. Look for patterns in this 
over time: more mentions = more want. 

“Then, when it comes to anniversaries, birthdays, Christmas, 
whatever, you’ve got this nice little list of good shit to 
choose from. Do a little research, buy the version that’s in 
your budget and matches her style and I fuckin’ promise you, 
you’ll be in the good books.” 

2) chottokawaii wrote, “Someone got an artist to draw me as 
a character in my favorite cartoon, Steven Universe, and then 
put it on a shirt. :)” 

3) mentalcasket wrote, “For our first Valentine’s Day, my 
boyfriend bought me this biiig mug and filled it with Dove 
chocolate hearts. With each layer, there was a handwritten 
note; something he loves about me, something to help me 
when I’m feeling down, a compliment, a joke … apparently 
he did it while drunk, but I have all those notes up on my 
fridge and I absolutely love it.” 

 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qeotms/what_was_the_
moment_you_made_a_connection_with_a/ >. 
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 3) Interesuje wrote: 

“My dog was really old and on his last legs. My husband 
(then-boyfriend) had a teddy-bear dog made for me that is 
an exact representation of my now deceased dog. Same size, 
same spots, same-shaped face, etc. 

“So now I can still have my dog with me for all time.” 

4) mrsmedeiros_says_hi wrote, “The greatest gift my 
husband ever gave me was a coffee warmer. Flowers die and 
jewelry goes out of style, but I drink coffee every day and I 
love that it’s always hot.” 

5) kristabel1993 wrote: 

“Just appreciation goes a long way. He messaged my 
daughter’s dad to remind him to get her to ring me on my 
birthday and that meant a lot. Because he knows the little 
things matter. And that’s more important than any gift ever. 

“Also I felt like a dick because I was a paranoid idiot when 
we first got together due to every ex cheating on me and all 
I found on his phone was him bragging about how good I am 
to him and that. So yeah. That.” 

6) Isawonline wrote, “I’m not big on poetry, but he took one 
of the few poems I like a lot and had it printed on nice paper 
and framed.” 

7) Loose_Acanthaceae201 wrote: 

“A Kindle. With the full canon of my favourite author 
already loaded. 

“Including the book I was in the middle of reading, already 
cued at the right page.”2 

 
2 Source: buyoud, “Girls of Reddit, what are some really 
unique/romantic presents you have received from your boyfriends that 
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 3. “What Is Something You Consider Is ‘Tacky’ And 
Why?” 

MissInfer wrote, “Gaudy gender-reveal parties, especially 
pompous (and dangerous) ones. I guess I just fail to see why 
sharing what genitals your child has is such a big deal and 
wonder if it’s not just an excuse for the parents to seek 
attention and validation in most cases.” 

LittleRedCarnation commented: 

“Yup. I told my mum that when I have kids, they’re going to 
wear nothing but animal costumes for the first two years. 

“‘Aww, are they a boy or a girl?’  

“‘Clearly they’re a bear, Susan. Do you need new glasses?”3 

4. “Is There Anyone Who Is Truly In Love With Their 
Spouse After 10 Years Of Marriage? What Does It Feel 
Like?” 

1) WinterBourne25 wrote: 

“Yes. I’ve been married 26 years. We recently transitioned 
to another stage in life, empty nesters. Our kids are both in 
college now. So it’s just us and the dog. 

“Looking back, our relationship has changed over the years 
based on our circumstances at the time: job changes, having 

 
stood out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qewcva/girls_of_reddit
_what_are_some_really/ >. 
3 Source: AffectonateFox5406, “What is something you consider is 
‘tacky’ and why?” Reddit. AskWomen. 23 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qevtuu/what_is_some
thing_you_consider_is_tacky_and_why/ >. 
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 children, moving, getting older, health scares, surviving 
natural disasters, parents dying, etc. 

“I am still in love with my husband. I look forward to him 
coming home from work every day. I look forward to our 
weekends together. I had to quit my own job last year to help 
take care of my dad, who has brain cancer. My husband has 
been so supportive. We are planning our first vacation next 
month together since we had kids, but without the kids. I am 
looking forward to planning things we want to do, not things 
the kids will enjoy. Lol. 

“Our relationship has grown. Our love has grown. We’ve 
learned to live with our faults and forgive them. We’ve 
learned to capitalize on our strengths. 

“I see a lot of cynicism in this thread. I’d be lying if I said it 
was always perfect. It was not 26 years of pure bliss. At 
times it was really hard. We had ups and downs. But was it 
worth it? Absolutely. I’m very happy with my marriage. As 
my kids grow up and move on with their lives, my husband 
and I will only have each other. I expect both of my kids to 
move out of state eventually. He is all I really want. I look 
forward to doing old-people things with him.” 

Drumwife1 commented, “All of this. We just celebrated our 
30th anniversary and I definitely love my husband now more 
than ever. It was not easy. There were times when I didn’t 
think we’d make it. There were times when I didn’t even 
want to see his face. But things evolve and flow and change. 
We communicate better now than ever because we have 
learned a lot along the way. I’m super glad we stuck it out. 
He really is my best friend.” 

WinterBourne25 responded. “I totally know those days 
when you didn’t want to see his face. Lol. It’s totally worth 
it, though! Congratulations on your 30th!” 
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 PacificCoastHighway2 commented, “This is exactly how I 
would have answered. We’ve been married 25 years, 
together 27. It hasn’t been 100% perfect. But he is my best 
friend. We’ve weathered it all together. When we were 
young, he’d say he looked forward to growing old because 
we were doing it together. One day a couple of years ago, 
he, out of the blue, said, ‘We made it, we’re old together.’ 
Haha, we’re mid-40s, so I’m not sure I agree that we’re there 
yet.” 

rudebish commented, “This is wonderful and perfectly 
describes my relationship with my husband (married 18 or 
19 years now — I can never remember), but it honestly 
doesn’t feel that long because we have so much fun together. 
We still have teens in the house so it’s pretty chaotic, but I 
love my husband even more, which I didn’t think was 
possible. He is my person and gets me. We’ve been through 
ups and downs, made it through some tough times, and our 
bond is so strong. I look forward to more adventures and 
years with him.” 

Michigander_from_Oz wrote, “Teens are just great fun. 
They are embarrassed by you sometimes, but they are so full 
of life. Can’t control them, just try to keep them from hitting 
the rails.” 

PiddlyD commented: 

“Same situation. When we got married, I was 24, she was 19 
… and she used to walk by old couples holding hands and 
say, ‘I can’t wait for us to experience that,’ and I was 
dismissive and kind of a dick about it. 

“Now, 28 years later … I totally get it. There really isn’t 
much more to add to what you’ve said — you nailed it.” 

noun_verb_adjective wrote, “I’m 33. I remember the first 
time I brought my wife home to my folks’ place about eight 
years ago and we took a twilight walk around the 
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 neighborhood. When we saw an elderly couple ahead of us, 
she cozied up to me and murmured, ‘That’ll be us some day.’ 
I scoffed then, but now? See ya there, it’s a fucking privilege 
to grow old with you and I’m gonna enjoy every second.” 

WeekendPrestigious12 wrote, “Our next door neighbours 
are truly in love with their spouse after 10 years of marriage. 
We hear them every night though the bedroom wall. It’s 
embarrassing.” 

banjo_fandango commented: 

“I’ve never quite ‘got’ the ‘marriage is hard work’ thing. My 
marriage is the easiest thing I’ve ever experienced. Yes, he 
annoys me at times — but it’s so natural to be kind to each 
other, to consider each other’s feelings, to laugh at the shit 
stuff and support each other. We are a team, and stronger 
together. Our marriage makes life easier, not harder! 

“Together for 19 years, married for 14.” 

chickenfightyourmom commented, “Yes, we are the same 
way — it’s definitely not work. We GET to be with each 
other. It’s like winning the lottery. No downside. We were 
both married before and those bad marriage were ‘hard 
work’ because they weren’t right. The lesson there was that 
square pegs don’t fit in round holes. Find the one who fits, 
and it’s not work. It’s a privilege.”4 

5. “Be Honest — When Were YOU The Dating Horror 
Story?” 

1) 999beersonthewall wrote: 

 
4 Source: thelastwildlion, “Is there anyone who is truly in love with 
their spouse after 10 years of marriage? What does it feel like?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 27 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qgvome/is_there_anyo
ne_who_is_truly_in_love_with_their/ >. 
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 “I was obsessed with the Blair Witch Project and kept 
offering trips to the woods with me for fun. 

“Didn’t realise I looked like a serial killer until weeks later.” 

Haldebrandt asked, “Lmao. Did she know of your 
obsession?” 

999beersonthewall replied, “She didn’t know what the 
movie was, and I didn’t explain really.” 

nostrademons commented: 

“I had a second date where we hopped in my car after dinner 
and she was like, ‘Wait, you’re not about to kill me and 
dump me by the side of the road, are you?’ 

“I laughed a bit and said ‘Well, if I am, it’s a little late to 
worry about that now.’ 

“She married me a couple years later and we’re coming up 
on nine years and two kids together.” 

DamnItDarin responded, “Wow, playing the long game. 
She’s gonna be so surprised when you finally kill her! Oh, 
man, the look on her face. Lol.” 

2) Itsjustmeagainmom wrote: 

“Oh, my gosh, this is so embarrassing. I had recently broken 
up with a guy who I was convinced was my true love. An 
acquaintance asked me out to dinner and I reluctantly 
accepted although I wasn’t interested. This poor guy picked 
me up and was so nice and kind as I spent the entire evening 
talking about my ex and how much I loved and missed him. 
I couldn’t stop! He dropped me off at home and gently said 
he hoped I found happiness. 

“I looked him up a few years ago and he’s happily married 
with three kiddos, so I don’t think I broke his heart!” 
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 3) NashsterChief wrote, “I went to a house party at New 
Year’s with a cute girl I just met and right after the ball 
dropped we started making out pretty hard. After about 15 
minutes, I started to feel fairly sour so we decided to head 
back to her place. Turns out I had come down with the full-
blown stomach flu which ended up being intensified by the 
heavy drinking from the earlier festivities. I had to try to 
convince this girl I didn’t know that this wasn’t from the 
booze and that something bad was happening to me. I was 
so sick the next day that I couldn’t leave her place as 
venturing farther than 20 feet from a toilet was not going to 
happen. My fever was so high that I was hallucinating and 
got lost on my way to the toilet in a straight hallway then 
proceeded to faint in her arms when she found me confused 
staring at a wall. I shit and puked in her house for a full 24 
hours before I could muster up the energy and courage to 
take the 15-minute voyage home to my sanctuary of safety 
and acceptance. Oh and she lived at her mom’s house! So 
that’s the story of how I first met my mother-in-law. She’s a 
very understanding woman.” 

4) trackedonwire wrote: 

“Haha. Background: I was born without a sense of smell. 

“One day, I finally got up the nerve to ask this girl at work 
out to lunch. It was a hot day, I walked her out to my car, 
opened and closed the door for her, and started around to the 
driver’s side when she jumped out of the car and ran inside 
without saying a word. 

“I couldn’t find out what happened; she refused to talk to me. 
So days later I asked one of the other girls and finally they 
said, something in your car smells Bad. 

“I looked around and found the half carton of unfinished 
lunch milk that had spilled on the floor in the back seat a few 
days prior. 
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 “Story of my senseless life.” 

electrofragnetic commented: 

“I have an extremely poor sense of smell and the thought of 
variations on exactly this scenario HAUNTS ME.” 

trackedonwire responded: 

“If you are blind, deaf, or dumb, it’s more obvious, so people 
recognize and have more empathy. 

“If you stink, no one tells you; they just whisper behind your 
back. They figure you are next level rude to not care about 
personal hygiene.” 

CONFETA commented, “I dated a guy who lost his sense of 
smell after getting hit by a car. He was a really great guy, 
and I really liked him, but I’m super sensitive to smell. It just 
wasn’t going to work. I just couldn’t get past the Body Odor 
and had to end it.” 

trackedonwire responded: 

“Totally. Get. It. 

“As a follow up: There was another time I knew a girl at 
another job, she knew of my predicament and used to give 
me heads up if she detected Body Odor. 

“I was so grateful. Sometimes it’s simply a matter of 
misplacing dirty laundry and not being able to tell. Other 
times you walk around all day with dog shit on the bottom 
of your shoe, wondering what all the weird looks are about.” 

5) UKKasha2020 wrote: 

“Pretty certain one guy thinks I stalked him. 
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 “I read a situation wrong and went in to snuggle with him 
(we were in his bedroom, sooo …) and it just felt weird. I 
was upset, so went quiet and headed home. 

“I never heard back from him; he totally ghosted me. I saw 
him once on the metro station and he hid behind a sign, also 
saw his friends at a club we all went to; next thing I know 
he’s making blog updates talking about a crazy stalker who 
was too into him.” 

6) faceboobs701 wrote, “I was on a first and only date with 
a dude. I was nervous, so I overshared some crazy shit about 
my family’s history. Then, during dinner I COULD NOT 
stop spitting fucking food everywhere. It was truly a one-off 
thing, because I haven’t done it since. Like, I was overly 
cautious and somehow, during dinner, it KEPT 
HAPPENING. Humiliating. He unmatched me immediately, 
which I completely understood. Legit one of the worst dates 
I’ve ever been on, and I can only blame myself. The good 
news is, I met my husband a month later! I told him about 
that date, and he thought it was hilarious.” 

7) tubemode4 wrote: 

“I did not realize that a friend in college thought she was 
dating me for months. We’d hang out, occasionally grab 
coffee or go to concerts, loaf at each other’s apartments, 
share food, pretty standard goodbye hugs, the occasional nap 
on the other person. Nothing romantic, never even talked 
about it as if we were dating, no formal acknowledgement. 
Then one day she saw an open box of condoms in my room 
and got really upset and ghosted me for a week. 

“After that, it occurred to me that she may have had different 
intentions when she invited me over when her parents 
weren’t home in high school. In college she had literally 
invited me to her apartment to cook dinner and asked me to 
get in bed with her. Maybe she wasn’t taking her pants off in 
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 front of me on a regular basis because she found the 
sensation annoying. But I never knew. I was just having a 
good time walking with her and her dogs or sucking down a 
chai tea latte or listening to music.” 

tubemode4 added: 

“I had a crush on her in sophomore year of high school. She 
was depressed and turned me down, said she’d considered it 
but couldn’t give me the kind of love I deserved. She 
encouraged me to date another woman who was interested. 
So I did.  

“We became friends. We’d hang out in drama. Sometimes 
we’d sit outside during assemblies and chat in the autumn. 
Sometime later I went through a bad breakup, she talked me 
through it like a sister would. We’d picnic in front of local 
libraries. We’d gossip over sandwiches or pie.  

“College rolled around, I went into physics. Sometimes 
she’d roll through after a catering job with crab cakes, 
sometimes I’d roll through after getting back from DC and 
make dinner. We’d go to concerts and balls together, 
sometimes art museums, and just sit back to back looking at 
stuff. She’d call at night after work. I’d drop by her 
apartment to see if she wanted to catch lunch, leave a note 
written on a mushroom [?] if she wasn’t in. Sometimes we’d 
sit on her fire escape and watch the sun set, and talk while 
she smoked a pack of menthols, wave at the guys in the alley 
taking their breaks. We’d sit in each other’s cars and talk 
about people on the street. We’d go to the town square for 
ice cream and Cokes, start random conversations with 
strangers. It was just life.  

“She drifted away a bit after the condom thing. Focused on 
on working doubles at a mental hospital near her apartment. 
Focused mainly on hanging out with her friends at the cafe 
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 nearby. A few months into that, depression finally kicked her 
ass and she tried to kill herself. She survived.  

“She met up with me for dinner a couple months later, but 
there was just too much ice to break. The conversation was 
stone cold. I said I thought I was going to head home and she 
asked me to stay, but it was late. After that we talked a lot 
less and I got sucked into my own life more. She left the state 
shortly after to take another shot at university.” 

8) RuyiJade wrote: 

“I was very nervous and excited for this date, and I was 
definitely the horror. It was my first date after a long 
relationship, and I just ended up being super awkward — he 
asked about family and I blathered on and asked about his. 
And I could feel the expression on my face looking … off? 
Like just super intense. But it was like I was watching a 
movie and couldn’t chill out. 

“So he opened the door for me and I take his hand, thinking 
he was offering it. He wasn’t. So he has this rambling-about-
horror movies, intense-as-fuck girl, getting too close and 
holding his hand. 

“It was our first and last date, and I don’t blame him at all. 
Poor guy.” 

9) maepricot wrote, “I agreed to a date way too soon after a 
fairly sudden and traumatic breakup. I’m not sure if I even 
realized it was intended to be a date at the time, but looking 
back it definitely was. I didn’t have much else on my mind 
or going on in my life at the time, so the entire two-hour car 
ride to a nice restaurant in the nearest city and back was 
either talking about my ex, crying, or complete silence. I’m 
not in contact with him anymore, turns out it never would 
have worked out due to massive political differences, but I 
still feel bad because I can only imagine how pathetic and 
obnoxious I must have been.” 
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 SimLC commented: 

“I mean, Jesus. A first date that involves a two-hour round 
trip car ride together. That’s insane! 

“Pro tip for anyone new to dating: A perfectly good first date 
is a cup of coffee or a beer together. Doesn’t have to be any 
fancier than that. Get to know each other over a hot / 
alcoholic drink. If you have a good time, GREAT! Make 
plans to do something more involved next time. 

“But for the love of God, make sure your first date is casual 
and something you can easily walk away from.” 

10) YEGMusic43 wrote: 

“This was decades ago before we knew what ghosting was. 
I swear … if we had that term when I was younger, I’d have 
had a healthier view on dating and relationships. 

“I went out on a couple of dates with a guy and thought 
things were going okay. We talked a lot. But then I called 
one day and my call went straight to voicemail. So, I kept 
calling. I was stupid and I admit this now. But I honestly just 
thought he was on the other line. This was way before smart 
phones and texting. 

“Then I actually heard this voicemail when it said: ‘[My 
name], stop calling, please.’ 

“If he had just told me he wasn’t interested, I never would 
have even tried to call him. I was completely gobsmacked. 

“After that, I made a hard rule of calling only once and 
leaving one message. If the guy didn’t call back, then that 
was it. 
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 “And yes, as soon as I heard his message, I stopped calling 
and blocked his number, too.”5 

6. “Women Who Grew Up In A Conservative Christian 
Home, How Did You Overcome ‘Purity Culture’ 
Brainwashing?” 

1) 999famforever wrote, “Figured that if God’s 
‘unconditional love’ had so many conditions, then it wasn’t 
love. I should be able to have sex before marriage and live 
freely in every which way (be happy) and still be loved.” 

dontputmedown4cardio commented, “Oh, man, this was 
really a problem for me and impacted my sex life for a long 
time. I read a few books on the subject that made me realize 
there’s an entire generation of people who experienced this 
abuse by the church. (Try Shameless by Nadia Bolz Weber 
or Pure by Linda May Klein.) I also worked with both a 
trauma therapist and a sex therapist to work through the 
conditioning I’d absorbed and develop healthier views of sex 
then put it into practice. It surprisingly didn’t take very long 
to undo all that social scripting. Now I’m very sex positive, 
and my last partner described me as open and positive about 
sex. I am actively working to break the shame cycle so that 
my child grows up with positive messages about sex and his 
body. I also left religion all together, but that may not be the 
right thing for every person. Good luck, you can absolutely 
overcome this.” 

Kooky-Nectarine675 wrote, “Snuck out one day with a guy 
I was seeing and got pregnant. Come to find out all the 
women who had been preaching purity had sex before 

 
5 Source: Haldebrandt, “Be honest - When were YOU the dating horror 
story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qhs1u7/be_honest_whe
n_were_you_the_dating_horror_story/ >. 
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 marriage, one had had an abortion, and my mom was 
pregnant on her wedding day.” 

2) wholesome_soft_gf wrote, “Exposure to other opinions in 
college helped a lot and got me to question my upbringing 
and whether it made sense. Learning more about women’s 
biology and the fact that « virginity » is a very tricky thing 
to pin down. Growing up and learning my mom didn’t 
actually believe that stuff — she just enforced it to keep me 
out of trouble, I guess? That one was the hardest for me to 
accept because I feel she allowed a lot of damage to happen 
by making me feel so much shame. I am still working 
through all the shame and hidden damage caused by the 
things I was taught as a young girl.” 

3) mcove97 wrote: 

“Tons of research and critical thinking. There was no 
rational, reasonable, sensible, or logical reasoning for why 
sex before marriage was any more sinful than sex after 
marriage. It also doesn’t make sense to save yourself when 
you don’t even know if you’re ever gonna marry. If I had 
‘saved myself’ for marriage, I would still be a virgin at 24 
years old, and I would’ve missed out on a lot of amazing sex 
and sexual experiences, exploration, and discoveries that 
I’ve had that has taught me so much. 

“The only good reasons to not have sex before marriage is 
the risk of STDs and pregnancy, and particularly STDs, but 
since there’s so many ways to protect ourselves well against 
those, those aren’t really that strong of reasons to not have 
sex before marriage. There’s birth control, condoms, 
vaccines, health checkups, medications, abortions to prevent 
unwanted consequences of pregnancy, birth, and STDs.” 

4) PaintingFriendly339 wrote, “I realized that living my life 
in fear that I was going to go to hell is not living. As long as 
I strive to be a good person, that’s all that matters to me.” 
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 5) myllwood wrote, “I moved out, exposed myself to other 
cultures and other beliefs that I was told was bad. Turns out, 
humans all pretty much just want the same things, have the 
same fears, and have similar moral codes. We all just want 
to be valued and accepted. And respected for the intelligent, 
autonomous humans we are … which is why I say fuck SB8 
[a Tex-ass anti-abortion bill] and those who supported it. 
Trust women!” 

6) Puzzleheaded_Fun_603 wrote, “By realizing it was all a 
brainwashing technique to control me. Then I had to find out 
who I was. Then I had to learn to love who I am. It’s a 
process that is worth every struggle.” 

7) EnvironmentalLuck515 wrote, “I grew up and began to 
see the truth of the radical Christian movement — that it is 
all about condemning others and very little about living what 
they preach. That made it easy to let go.” 

8) EducationalCause7238 wrote: 

“Well, seeing my brothers and I grow up with a different set 
of rules, especially when dating, was pretty eye-opening. 
Even without dating, the women were expected to cook and 
clean while the boys got to ‘be boys.’ After I moved away, 
and especially after the Trump movement, I realized how 
horrible it was for Christians to believe in a human with no 
sense of purity, but to just wave away his issues like it was 
all a farce. How can we, as Christians, expect the best from 
our women as pure, docile, helpful creatures, while voting 
for a person as the complete opposite? 

“Men have a completely different set of standards: They are 
praised when they score, yet we are labeled as harlots if we 
act the same? 

“F that.” 
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 9) doclemonade wrote, “I started having a lot of sex.”6 

7. “Who Are The Best Couple In TV History?” 

Unique_User_name_42 wrote, “Gomez and Morticia 
Addams.” 

Ermaquillz commented: 

“Maybe not so much on the TV series, but in the movies they 
were kinkier than hell. 

“The scene in the beginning of the sequel where Wednesday 
is talking to some kid who’s spouting some cutesy bullshit 
about where babies come from and Wednesday just matter 
of factly says, ‘My parents had sex,’ always makes me 
laugh.” 

Dedj_McDedjson commented, “Can’t spell Addams without 
s & m.” 

tutankhcooper wrote: 

“‘Tish, how long has it been since we’ve waltzed?’ 

“‘Oh, Gomez … hours!’” 

SnooCapers9313 commented, “If I recall correctly, John 
Astin said they were the first TV couple to really show 
affection for each other. Not just a peck on the cheek but 
actual passion.” 

4score7loko commented, “I love how the Addams family is 
supposed to be the complete opposite of what a normal 

 
6 Source: Eri_the_vatgirl, “Women who grew up in a conservative 
Christian home, how did overcome ‘purity culture’ brainwashing?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 29 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qi7j7z/women_who_g
rew_up_in_a_conservative_christian/ >. 
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 family is like and the husband being madly in love with his 
wife was part of that aspect.” 

EsholEshek commented, “They are excellent parents. 
Supportive and nurturing, never punishing unreasonably but 
reprimanding in a constructive way.” 

Mangobunny98 commented, “I remember one of the original 
shows episodes was about Pugsley becoming interested in 
‘normal’ boy things such as camping and puppies and rather 
than punishing him both Gomez and Morticia go out of their 
way to support him.” 

nerdymummy commented, “Don’t forget that they are 
completely supportive and encouraging to each other and 
others. They never say horrible things or even treat others 
poorly.” 

ShallowBasketcase wrote, “They don’t understand their 
neighbors or their way of life at all, but they never judge 
them, and only wish them the best!” 

bluebirdgm commented, “This, so this. I grew up with the 
Munsters, and skipped the Addams Family movies, so it 
wasn’t until about three and a half years ago that I watched 
the Addams Family TV series. And I can’t agree more: 
Gomez and Morticia are relationship goals.” 

stupidlyugly commented, “A love affair all should aspire to 
achieve.” 

-helpwanted commented, “My sister and I were just talking 
about how we need a guy who treats us like Gomez Addams 
treats Morticia Addams.” 

kijim responded, “Yup … and from a guy standpoint, it 
would be heaven to be married to a Morticia.” 

underlander commented, “This is 100% what the original 
show was about. The Addams are a healthy, loving, 
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 supportive family who often open their home to strangers, 
treat people from all communities equitably, and try to share 
their traditions, culture, and even money freely. Gomez and 
Morticia have a model marriage. The point of the show is 
that we don’t need to understand or be similar to other people 
to treat them with compassion and engage enthusiastically 
with their customs — to them, they live in a world of total 
weirdos and they just do their best to be kind and generous 
anyways. The fact that they have a loving and thriving 
marriage is just a reminder that people in different families 
can still have healthy relationships. I kinda read it as a queer 
allegory actually.” 

anyesuki commented: 

“That’s an excellent way of putting it. You see so many 
couples on TV and in movies whose whole shtick is that they 
can’t stand each other. The examples of this are too 
numerous to name. But Gomez’s love and adoration for his 
wife are what really separates the family from others. 

“I’m actually an extremely lucky person because I have a 
husband who absolutely adores me and treats me with so 
much kindness and devotion. We don’t waltz, but I do make 
him laugh and smile a whole lot. (My husband has resting 
asshole face towards pretty much everyone else.) Gomez and 
Morticia are the model couple for my weird, fun, and loving 
marriage.” 

That’s_what_im_saiyan responded: 

“A tiny thing here that I honestly really liked in your post. 
There’s a section where describing your husband. You could 
have easily put ‘would do anything for me.’ But you put 
‘treats me with kindness and devotion.’ Maybe I’ve just got 
a crazy way of thinking. But what you wrote is what people 
should actually be to trying to find. Doing anything for 
someone isn’t always a good thing and can be codependent. 
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 But if you truly treat someone with kindness and devotion, 
that means that you will sometimes NOT do something for 
them. E.g., if you think the best thing for them is to struggle 
with it while you prove support. 

“It’s a little thing and maybe you didn’t even mean it like I 
took it. But it sounds like a really healthy and supportive 
relationship.”7 

8. “People Who Stood Up During ‘Speak Now Or 
Forever Hold Your Peace’ At A Wedding, How Did 
Things Turn Out?” 

1) Caro_Da_Boss wrote, “I was singing at a wedding once 
(hired in, did not know the couple at all) and when we got to 
this bit of the service, a dude said, ‘Yes, I have something to 
say.’ The minister called him up to the front, and the couple, 
guy who spoke up, minister, and best man went into the 
vestry. Everyone in the congregation was just dead silent. 
After about five minutes, the best man came out, and said, 
‘Sorry, everyone, it’s off. Please feel free to go to the 
reception if you like, it’s all paid for, but no wedding today.’ 
Obviously the congregation, who knew and presumably 
loved the couple, were really upset. If those are your pals, 
that’s an awful thing, and you’d be worried about them. In 
the choir, however, we were LOVING the drama. We got 
paid, so we weren’t too fussed about going home early! Still 
have no idea what the complainer said sadly, but we had fun 
speculating on the way home!” 

2) reason_prisoner wrote, “Wasn’t me, but we witnessed a 
family member walk out during this part of the ceremony 
because they didn’t support the interracial marriage. Couple 

 
7 Source: savageAFcomebacks, “What is the best couple in tv history?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 28 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qhvzne/what_is_the_be
st_couple_in_tv_history/ >. 
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 is still happily married to this day, and that family member 
is still a racist.” 

3) nangatan wrote: 

“Here’s a funny story about my marriage.  

“Shortly after the minister said his line, and l had just started 
back into the main speech, a baby absolutely wails. It was 
the 10-month-old baby of my maid of honor and her husband 
who was a groomsman, with her older sister being our flower 
girl.  

“The wedding video is absolutely hilarious because you can 
see my maid of honor trying to gesture towards her mother 
(who was watching the baby) to get her the eff out. I lost it 
for a bit and full giggled, made a joke quick about needing 
two flower girls so she wouldn’t feel left out … then in the 
wee bit of quiet while baby was being taken out one of the 
groomsmen goes, ‘Well, she can be the flower girl for you 
next time!’  

“I lost it, my husband was watching me in pure terror, and it 
was a mix of laughter and anger from the audience. 

“The officiant managed to pull things back in and we went 
on, it was kind of great because we were both such goofy 
types and ended up having a big show wedding from family 
pressure.  

“One of my uncles was pure livid over the groomsman’s 
comment (I knew him very well and knew it was him trying 
to make light of something awkward without realising what 
he’d implied) but all in all it was great.” 

4) SodaBred wrote, “I did go to a wedding in Northern 
Ireland where a Protestant was marrying a Catholic. Nothing 
too abnormal about that these days, but historically not so 
much a done thing given the 60-odd years of war and 
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 atrocities and whatnot. It meant that half the church was 
Protestant (Groom) and half was Catholic (bride). During the 
Lord’s prayer it turns out [Protestants] have an extra line in 
the prayer [‘For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever’] at the end that [Catholics] don’t use, so it 
became painfully and openly aware of everyone’s religious 
position split right down the middle. I remember laughing 
but also aware that loads of the older generation looked 
awkward as fuck. Was a nice reminder, though, that love can 
overcome such divisions.” 

Myfourcats1 commented, “My grandma was Lutheran and 
married my grandpa, who was a Catholic. They got married 
in the Catholic Church and had to promise to raise their 
children in the faith. My mom went to parochial school until 
my grandpa saw a nun grab her little first-grader wrist so 
tightly the veins were popping. He sent her to public school, 
and thus I am Lutheran.” 

5) nangatan wrote, “Only vaguely related, but at my cousin’s 
wedding they had to have the groomsmen basically as 
security, with us bridesmaids as a greeting crew. We were 
told to watch out for cousin’s crazy ex who had been 
threatening to ruin the wedding. He apparently did show up 
for the reception, but he was quietly escorted away. Well, 
maybe not so quietly, but I’m fairly sure only the two 
groomsmen, myself, and one guest who were out smoking 
knew he’d showed up until much later. But the cops were 
very kind!”8 

 
8 Source: Booney3721, “People who stood up during ‘speak now or 
forever hold your peace’ at a wedding, how did things turn out?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 5 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qn5qat/people_who_st
ood_up_during_speak_now_or_forever/ >. 
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 9. “What’s The Dumbest Thing You’ve Done Out Of 
Horniness?” 

1) drunk_sandman wrote, “At 13 I was camping with a 
buddy and his family, and there was a girl at a neighboring 
camp who was very flirty. We played Truth or Dare around 
the campfire (practically a metal drum). She dared me to 
touch the metal and she’d flash me her nether region. I did 
it, she did it. Next day my whole palm was a blister.” 

drunk_sandman added, “The pain was so intense I couldn’t 
sleep the whole night. Definitely was not worth it.” 

2) p773 wrote: 

“When I was 20, my parents and younger brother had gone 
away for the weekend, so I invited my girlfriend over to our 
house for a night of passion. I had this great idea of dragging 
a mattress onto the roof, so we could make love under the 
stars. I dragged the mattress through a second-floor window 
and up a sloping section of the roof. The roof was corrugated 
metal with bolts sticking out in the corrugations every metre 
or so.  

“As I finally got the mattress on the top of the roof, I started 
slipping down the sloping roof in bare feet. I slipped about 
six or seven metres and stopped at the gutter on the first 
floor, but I had also slipped over the bolts which had ripped 
open the soles of my feet and blood was pissing out of my 
feet all over the roof.  

“My girlfriend, who was watching me, saw the blood and 
went and got a few towels and I wrapped up my feet. I then 
climbed off the roof and she drove me to the closest hospital 
to have my feet sewn up. Having anaesthetic injections into 
the soles of my feet remains the most painful experience of 
my life … we went home with my feet sewn and wrapped up 
and still had sex.  
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 “I told my mum what happened the next day as the mattress 
was still on the roof and the blood was still there. We never 
spoke of it again. I’m 48 now and haven’t thought about that 
for a long time.” 

3) BillyBeansss wrote: 

“Back when WiFi was pretty new and there were many 
networks that had no password, you could connect to 
someone’s random internet. 

“I was a super horny teen, maybe 18 because I was driving 
at that point. I REALLY wanted to watch porn at that exact 
moment and knock one out [masturbate]. 

“I drove slowly through a neighborhood until an unsecured 
network popped up on my laptop and I beat off super-fast. 

“Pretty ridiculous now that I think about it.” 

Skeeter_beeter69 commented, “You were a drive-by 
shooter. You damn criminal.” 

4) SmrtestIdiot wrote, “I was 19 and really drunk. Visiting a 
friend of a friend in Kamloops. Was about to hook up with a 
girl when she reminded me to use protection. I didn’t have 
any. Ran about 200 yards to the corner store in my boxers to 
buy some and then ran back. Then I got whiskey dick and 
passed out on the couch alone. Yeah.” 

5) mike_hellstrom wrote, “When I was little, I decided to put 
my shlong underneath the showerhead so the water on it 
could be pleasurable. To get up that high I used a stepstool 
… which poked a hole in the bathtub causing the floor 
beneath it to flood. My parents weren’t too happy.” 

mike_hellstrom added: 

“I remember this day well. Early 2000’s. It was the upstairs 
bathroom at my parents’ house. The bathtub / shower is over 



 27 

 

 the front-entry hallway. Apparently there was a lot of water 
dripping down from the hole in the tub. My dad fixed that 
hole, and the patch is still slightly noticeable to this day. 

“Also, I once went skinny dipping in a beach at night with 
my then-girlfriend. It was awesome. Nobody was there but 
us. Then security rolled up and said the beach was closed. 
When we were hesitant to get out of the water, he finally 
understood and said he wouldn’t flash his flashlight at us as 
we got out. I’ve done a lot of other dumb horny shit with 
girlfriends.” 

6) TheHotCake wrote, “Dude, your beach story reminds me 
of when = one of my high school girlfriends and I fucked 
ON THE PLAYGROUND of one of my hometown’s 
elementary schools. A cop car showed up and shoved their 
bright-ass light on us and we had to scramble to get our 
clothes on before they came over. Luckily, I had brought a 
blanket to make things more comfortable.”9 

10. “What Are The Most Creative Truths / Dares You 
Have Witnessed At A Game Of Truth Or Dare?” 

1) debonamor wrote: 

“Dare: Flirt with (recipient’s crush) in the corniest way 
possible. 

“Guy tried so hard to be corny that it came off just sweet and 
funny enough they actually went on dates after.” 

2) i_run_from_problems wrote: 

“Call your mom and tell her you love her. 

 
9 Source: CaptainReddit65, “What’s the dumbest thing you’ve done out 
of horniness?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qnq3pd/whats_the_du
mbest_thing_youve_done_out_of/ >. 
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 “Nothing inherently weird about it, but calling your mom at 
11 pm gets a decent reaction every single time.” 

Dinkinmyhand wrote: 

“Ok, this one backfired on me. The dare was this: person to 
your right texts whoever they want ‘I love you.’ 

“Now my parents and I love each other, but we don’t really 
say it. 

“So my mom got a text from me at midnight saying, ‘I Love 
You,’ and then me not answering any of her calls until about 
noon the next day (me being very hung over). 

“So she had a solid six hours where she thought I may have 
killed myself.” 

That_RedditGuy69 commented: 

“My mom died a while ago. So bringing the Ouija Board out 
would have been awesome. 

“‘Ok, guys, put your hands here so I can get a stronger signal. 
Hopefully, she isn’t mad I’m calling her this late.’” 

3) Hychus232 wrote, “Go to a cashier with a pack of 
condoms and not enough money, go put the condoms back 
when you ‘realize’ you don’t have enough money, then 
return to the same cashier with rubber bands and plastic 
wrap.” 

dparks71 commented, “We had our friend buy a very large 
zucchini, box of condoms and bottle of lube. I held it 
together behind him in line until the cashier ended the 
transaction with ‘Have a nice night,’ and he came back with 
‘Oh, I will.’” 

4) xDskyline wrote, “Not game of Truth or Dare, but 
punishments for losing beer pong. Guy A lost to guy B, A’s 
punishment was that he had to go outside, pull down his 
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 pants, and sit his bare ass in the snow for 20 seconds. A 
challenged him to a rematch and won, B’s punishment was 
that he had to go outside and shove his face in the snow ass 
print.” 

5) Elegant_Extreme3268 wrote: 

“Truth: Do you have any nudes on your phone? 

“Next round: 

“Dare: Show us your nudes. 

“I feel like I was set up.” 

6) Sloth_Broth wrote, “Dared a guy to add his ex to his 
family Whatsapp group.” 

danceswithduux commented: 

“First one to make me laugh because I can imagine the 
collective WTF. 

“A few nasty texts from ex, missed call from Dad, Facebook 
post of your siblings laughing ….”10 

11. “What’s The Dumbest Reason You Lost A Friend?” 

BranWafr wrote:  

“I was friends with someone for almost a decade and she 
suddenly quit talking to me and ignoring me. After several 
weeks of this, I confronted her and asked her what was up, 
why was she ignoring me. 

 
10 Source: No_Iron_9959, “What are the most creative Truths/Dares 
you have witnessed at a game of ToD?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 
November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qn70ba/what_are_the_
most_creative_truthsdares_you_have/ >. 
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 “Turns out that the last time my kids had a sleepover at her 
house all their stuff smelled like cat pee and she decided that 
it meant that I let them live in filth. She decided that I was 
an abusive father and she could no longer be friends with me. 

“The reality was that my kids were so excited for the 
sleepover they packed their bag the night before and put it in 
the living room so we could grab everything on the way out 
the next morning. The bag was not fully closed and at some 
point in the night our cat climbed in the bag and peed on their 
stuff. We did not realize it because we just grabbed the bag 
on the way out and threw it in the trunk. But, instead of 
calling us when she opened their bag that night so we could 
bring them clean clothes, or even telling us when we picked 
them up the next morning, she just decided I was a horrible 
person and never spoke to me again (except to tell me why 
when I confronted her about ignoring me for weeks). 

“The biggest reason this whole thing was so stupid is that 
she had just been complaining to me two weeks prior about 
how their cat had recently been peeing on their fresh laundry 
and they didn’t know why. And that she would go to grab 
something and discover it smelled like pee. It never occurred 
to her that someone else’s cat could randomly pee on 
something and they might not notice it right away. She just 
decided that I knew my kids’ stuff smelled like cat pee and 
just didn’t care. Although she had been in my house many, 
many times and nothing had ever smelled like cat pee. It was 
all just bizarre.”11 

 
11 Source: rwetreweryrttre, “Whats the dumbest reason you lost a 
friend?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qoikqb/whats_the_dum
best_reason_you_lost_a_friend/ >. 
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 12. “What Is Something Completely Real That 
Happened In Your Life That Others Would Think 
Sounds Like Bullshit?” 

Hyperpolis wrote, “My girlfriend (at the time) loaned out her 
high school graduation video to another friend. 
Unbeknownst to the girlfriend, her dad had recorded a porn 
over the video. Girlfriend’s friend sat down with the family 
to watch … well … not the graduation.” 

thuggishruggishboner commented, “You’re right. I can’t 
believe anyone would sit down to re-watch a high school 
graduation.”12 

13. “What’s The Worst Christmas Present You Have 
Received?” 

1) funky_grandma wrote, “One year I got what was actually 
a super cool present. My parents had worked for months 
putting together this awesome art kit. It was a big toolbox 
filled with good scissors, glue, paint, colored pencils, glitter, 
and every other thing a crafty little kid could want. The 
problem was, every time they would go upstairs to add to it, 
they had a running joke where they would say, ‘We’re going 
upstair to feed your present’ or ‘We need to take your 
present for a walk. Tee tee tee.’ So of course on Christmas 
morning instead of being a little kid who was stoked to get a 
huge box of art supplies, I was a little kid who 
was devastated that I didn’t get a puppy.” 

funky_grandma added, “My family likes to make a game of 
throwing each other off the scent, so our presents are more 

 
12 Source: LittleHopeBandit, “What is something completely real that 
happened in your life that others would think sounds like bullshit?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 11 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qrh7eh/what_is_somet
hing_completely_real_that_happened/ >. 
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 of a surprise. The mistake was acting like a pet every time. 
They should have switched it up and said, ‘We are going to 
wash and wax your present’ or ‘We are going to water and 
prune your present.’” 

2) GhostlyQbe wrote, “A dishtowel. I was eight years old.” 

NeutralWitch commented: 

“Oh, yeah. That was very common in my country until 
recently. Especially the older members of the family would 
give household gifts to the children, especially the girls. 
It’s based on the tradition of the couple moving into the same 
household after marriage. Usually the women would bring 
the household furnishings to the marriage. So from a young 
age, girls receive gifts like this and gradually build up this 
equipment so that families don’t have to buy it all at once. 
This was especially common among less affluent families. 

“An elementary school teacher of mine once told us the story 
of how she received a set of towels from her grandmother 
for Christmas when she was about eight. (This was in the 
1940’s.) From her grandmother’s point of view, it was a 
generous gift that she had carefully chosen and had to save 
money for all year. But it was a terrible disappointment for 
an eight-year-old girl, and she didn’t hide it. She said she 
later regretted her reaction, which is obvious because she 
still remembered it even at seventy. (She told us this story to 
teach us a lesson about gratitude).”  

3) Hummussed wrote: 

“My grandpa was planning on giving me a tissue box with 
money in it. 

“Anyway he wrapped the wrong box and I opened a box of 
tissues on Christmas morning.” 
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 SprinklesFancy5074 commented, “Meanwhile, grandma 
had been blowing her nose on $5 bills for the past week.” 

4) Pour_Me_Another_ wrote, “I had a kind of other-way-
round experience [in a voluntary office Christmas 
exchange?]. I got this older woman I got along with very 
well a solar-powered garden lantern that cost twice as much 
as the maximum budget. I watched her open it at her table, 
pull a face at it, laugh at it with her tablemates and then leave 
it there when it was time to go. I was pretty gutted and stole 
it back for myself since she didn’t want it.” 

5) Doentown_Statements87 wrote, “My mom asked what 
my 13-year-old daughter wanted for Christmas and I said, 
‘She likes to sew.’ How this led to our entire extended family 
buying her nothing but yarn I do not know. That was two 
years ago and there’s still so much yarn.” 

A_Martian_Potato commented, “What makes this hilarious 
is that it didn’t say ‘she likes to knit.’ They heard ‘sew’ and 
somehow made the jump to yarn.” 

FlynnLight commented: 

“The same thing happens when a kid expresses ANY interest 
in some creative subject. 

“Writer? prepare for notebooks and pens for years 

“Artist? Prepare for cheap art paints and a collection of 
brushes/crayons.” 

kelsobjammin responded, “I told someone in my family 
penguins are cool. Fast forward the next 10 years — that’s 
all I fucking get. I remember the day I threw them all into 
the donation box!” 

IOVERCALLHISTIOCYTES responded, “I’m 40 and have 
had penguins for 32 years now. When my grandmother 
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 passed, I don’t know how Hallmark Ornaments stayed in 
business.” 

6) Mogilny89Leafs wrote: 

“My dad’s mom always favoured my dad’s sister’s kids over 
my two brothers and me. She would always get them better 
gifts than us. 

“One year, in particular, takes the cake. 

“One of my cousins gets a brand-new PS2! I get a pre-school 
toy. My younger brother gets a talking dinosaur from the gas 
station. My older brother gets a used model car. 

“My dad pulls Grandma aside and says: ‘Please stop buying 
my kids Christmas gifts. They see what’s going on here. 
They’re not stupid. I’ll buy the gifts from now on and we can 
just say they’re from you.’ 

“The next year, I got a Toronto Maple Leaf hockey jersey. 
My younger brother got a PS2 with lots of games and my 
older brother got some Xbox games. 

“Thanks, ‘Grandma.’” 

7) Nik_Tesla wrote, “Looking back, it wasn’t a bad present, 
but when I got a pair of pants for Christmas when I was six, 
I started crying and screamed out, ‘You’re supposed to get 
me these anyways!’” 

8) TheZ_27 wrote, “My cousin once gave me an 
autographed picture of himself. Which was funny as hell so 
I didn’t mind.” 

9) Swarhammer wrote: 

“Since my dad isn’t on Reddit, I will share his story for him. 
When he was young, he was hell bent on becoming a 
drummer. He would make full drum kits out of my 
grandmother’s pots and pans and whatever he could find. 
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 Very detailed set ups. After months and months of building 
drum sets and drumming on anything he could find, he woke 
up Christmas morning … to an acoustic guitar and guitar 
lessons. 

“He told me he took a few lessons and would always end up 
flipping the guitar over in the class with the other students 
and just play it like bongos.” 

pawsup asked, “Did he end up becoming a drummer?” 

lunchtime_sms responded, “You don’t want your kid to 
become a drummer. This is coming from a drummer who 
tormented family and neighbors for almost a decade.” 

Alicracker responded: 

“The kid who lived directly behind us was a ‘drummer,’ 
which was only an issue in the summer because they’d have 
the patio doors open. He was god awful, painfully bad. I’m 
all for kids learning but holy shit. Anyway year 4 being here 
it was oddly quiet, so we figured they moved. (Thank fuck.) 

“Nope, kid had attended a six-week drumming camp of some 
sort and came back a million times better; it was a really 
impressive improvement. He’s off at university now, but I 
do hope he’s still drumming 

“But that wasn’t as bad as the guy down the street who tried 
to learn the bagpipes during quarantine. :( Thankfully, he 
gave up, or someone murdered him.” 

tubawhatever commented, “Reminds me, a few weeks ago I 
was in a Goodwill and saw a kid in a cart pushed by his mom. 
There was a nice kid’s drumset (you know, like actually 
drums and all but small) in the cart with him and the little 
dude was already jamming away, so happy. Not much else 
to the story, but I was really depressed that day and seeing 
that kid having fun was definitely what I needed.” 
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 10) BlackLetterLies wrote, “An ex gave me an engagement 
ring for herself, on the idea that I would use it to propose to 
her. She also gave specific instructions on how and when I 
should do it, as well as stipulations that she would be the one 
planning our wedding. We had a terrible relationship, and I 
had been planning on breaking up with her right after the 
holidays (which I did). I couldn’t understand how she 
thought we were even close to being on the same page, and 
once it was all over I realized the obvious and what everyone 
was trying to tell me for three years — I was in an abusive 
relationship. Still, who the hell buys a ring for someone to 
give back to them? It’s just bad gifting.” 

11) AMC_Tendies42069 wrote, “Instead of received, I’ll 
switch to gave. I bought my whole family tickets to see 
James Brown live. Literally within minutes of them opening 
their presents, it was announced on the news Christmas 
morning that James Brown died.” 

AMC_Tendies42069 added, “It is a pretty awesome story, 
isn’t it. It was so crushing because it was the first time my 
drug-addict ass ever got them anything meaningful.” 

Keri2816 commented, “As a recovering addict (and 
someone who grew up with an alcoholic father), your gift to 
them that Christmas wasn’t the tickets, it was that you were 
sober that Christmas.” 

12) Eroe777 wrote: 

“Eons ago I worked for a company owned by the richest man 
in Minnesota. One year, all of us peons (and there were a 
couple thousand of us) got a copy of his book; it was all 
about how he became the richest man in Minnesota. 

“Cheap bastard.” 

13) jhrogers32 wrote: 



 37 

 

 “Grandma used to load the cousins with gifts, but my 
siblings and I, not so much. Cheap after-thoughts would be 
an understatement. 

“Well, we are all about 17-18 and fed up with it. So what do 
we get grandma? The cheapest fleece blanket from Walmart 
we can find. I think it was $5 on sale for $3. (Petty, I know). 

“So Christmas rolls around, and we all have one present a 
piece from grandma, we open them in unison. It’s the SAME 
bargain fleece blanket we got her. We all start laughing, 
everyone’s like ‘What’s the joke? What’s the joke?’ We tell 
grandma, ‘Open your present!’ 

“She opens it and is CLEARLY disappointed, BUT she can’t 
say anything because she got us the same exact blankets for 
our presents. So we all are like, ‘Oh, grandma, great minds 
think alike!’ ‘We really are family, same wavelength!’ 

“Needless to say that was the last year we got presents from 
her, haha. Totally worth it.” 

14) Guyintheorangeshirt wrote, “My dad played a running 
prank on me for years where he would either wrap up a toy 
he dug out of my room I forgot about, or he would do 
something like fill a small box with rocks and put it with the 
other presents. Without fail every year I would beg and plead 
to open a single present early of my choosing, and EVERY 
time I got the joke box. The rocks sounded like Legos, which 
I loved, so I opened that one. One year he put one of my 
forgotten toys right out front begging for attention, 
bamboozled again. Another year he nestled it towards the 
very back like he was hiding a real present, he got me again. 
Without fail he got in my head somehow to guide me 
towards that present.” 

rocketmonkeys commented: 

“Someday you’ll realize the lengths he went to … 
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 “Every present was rocks or old toys the day before 
Christmas, then whatever you didn’t choose was replaced 
while you were asleep. 

“You had no chance.” 

15) Downtown-Ear6256 wrote: 

“I was eight or nine, and I really wanted one of those Furbies 
who were really popular back in the days. Come Christmas, 
my aunt is all proud to give me my present, hyping me it’s 
something I really wanted. Then I open it and it’s a … 
plushies Furby keychain. I don’t remember much, but I was 
told my face fell when I saw it. Though I was raised to not 
complain about receiving gifts so when she asked me, ‘You 
don’t like it?’, I forcefully (and badly) smiled, reassuring her 
that yes, I liked it and I was just surprised. I even put it on 
my jacket zipper to prove my point. 

“Turned out it was a joke and she did get me a real Furby 
that she gifted me after, but still, the immediate 
disappointment was something hard to hide!” 

siamesecat1935 wrote, “That reminds me of my younger 
brother. He wanted a model train so badly. Talked about it 
all the time. My dad, who was pretty handy, even made him 
a train table. Painted it, etc., but it was in the basement, along 
with the track and 90% of the train. And upstairs under the 
tree, was the engine, wrapped up. He opens it, and realizes 
that’s it, and begins to cry hysterically. Because he had his 
heart set on a train and this wasn’t it. My parents had a heck 
of a time calming him down, so they could tell him to go 
look in the basement!” 

16) blindfire40 wrote: 

“I have a story within a story. In my family, large / exciting 
gifts get riddles / clues leading on a hunt culminating in the 
gift. One year, I drew a sister of mine in the exchange who 
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 HATES frogs. So I purchased her a pair of well-made, 
stylish scarves as she was about to move to a colder part of 
the nation. 

“I also bought her perhaps the most grotesque frog-shaped 
coffee mug I have ever seen in my life. And then I wrote out 
a five-step scavenger hunt to the mug. 

“As I was setting everything up on Christmas Eve, I was 
telling my dad about what I was doing. He laughed, but then 
he got a little somber. He then told me about the gift he gave 
his youngest sister for her fifth Christmas. 

“It was a gigantic box, beautifully wrapped. In it, he 
carefully layered pastel tissue paper. As she peeled back 
layer after layer, her excitement became palpable. The 
tension was building. WHAT COULD IT BE? 

“It was a single piece of nickel gum. ‘She was absolutely 
crushed. I’ll never forget how badly I hurt her. So just keep 
that in mind.’ 

“In spite of his warning, I didn’t feel too bad — I’d gotten 
her a real gift, too, after all. 

“So Christmas morning arrived. And, as fate would have it, 
this same sister drew MY name for the gift. It was a decent-
sized box, maybe 8x10x4 inches. It was heavy, but not noisy. 
There were many things on my list that would have been a 
good fit in that box. 

“So I opened it. It was an Amazon box. Within it? 

“Another, wrapped, box. I opened it. Another slightly 
smaller wrapped box. 

“Inside that one? Several rocks embedded in a tissue nest, 
and another. WRAPPED. BOX. 
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 I opened that one to find a packet of duct tape. At that point, 
I just looked at my dad. He starting laughing and finally 
choked out, ‘Forget about that story!’ 

“My gift ended up being a gift card, which was plenty and 
appreciated. And she got a kick out of her frog mug, even if 
it only gets used by her husband to creep her out.” 

17) NeedsMoreTuba wrote: 

“My very first period. 

“This wouldn’t have been so bad if I had been told to expect 
it beforehand, but no. I cried and said I was dying in front of 
my entire family. Grandparents, cousins, everyone. Of 
course, they laughed at me, but I am still mortified 25 years 
after the fact.”13 

14. “What Advice Would You Give To A Guy Who’s 
About To Have Sex For The First Time?” 

1) Azertygod wrote, “Sex is supposed to be fun for both 
partners. If one of you isn’t having fun, stop or slow down, 
because you’re missing the point.” 

AboceTheLights wrote, “Exactly. Having fun is the most 
important part. That’s also why it’s important to not be too 
serious. It’s ok to laugh, smile, and be playful. It’s not porn.” 

2) FMAB-EarthBender wrote: 

“I haven’t seen a lot of advice on here to listen to consent or 
retracted consent. Do not feel rejected or blame it on her if 
she wants to stop and you haven’t finished. Ask her if she’s 
okay and if there’s something you can do to help. If not, be 

 
13 Source: Jalb101222, “What’s the worst Christmas present you have 
received?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qrx9jn/whats_the_wors
t_christmas_present_you_have/ >. 
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 supportive. If she doesn’t want that, then take the hint and 
leave or help her get home. 

“Same goes the other way. If he’s not actually interested or 
if you aren’t sure you have been given a yes, double check. 
It never hurts to ask again if what’s happening is okay. 

“Always use condoms. It’s not just about pregnancy. It’s 
about STDs. Don’t take their word for it that they’ve been 
tested. I’ve been lied to and coerced over not using a condom 
in my younger days. Just don’t play around and find out. 

“My friend got tricomoniasis, parasites of the vagina due to 
a guy lying and her allowing no use of a condom. 

You cumming IS NOT MORE IMPORTANT THAN THE 
OTHER PERSON’S COMFORT. PERIOD. 

“Wash your hands, wash your junk, wash everything. Brush 
your teeth. If she has hair, don’t act like it’s the end of the 
world — real life is not porn and not everyone likes to fully 
shave down there. 

“It’s okay to be honest if you don’t want to have sex with a 
hairy dick, or labia majora. Hair is natural, but if you aren’t 
attracted it’s ok and it’s ok to say something beforehand and 
save everyone some time. 

“Don’t make the other person feel bad for not finishing. This 
cannot be stressed enough. 

“Bodies are all different and sex is messy. Lay down a towel 
and have one at hand to wipe everything off. Don’t cum on 
her body or face unless you ask first. Nothing is more of a 
turn off than no warning. 

“Preferences are ok. If you aren’t into big chicks or taller 
women, then you obviously don’t go for it. Same with the 
ladies. If you don’t want a tall guy or a short guy or a fat guy, 
it’s okay to have preferences. 
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 “That’s all I can think of for right now.” 

3) xLxUxRxKxExRx wrote: 

“Hijacking to say the most important advice I could give. 

“If you’re a guy, do not drink beforehand to calm your 
nerves. 1 maybe two beers MAX. 

“Nothing disappoints more than losing your virginity with 
whiskey dick.”14 

15. “What’s Your Funniest Sex Experience?” 

1) Mikebjacksson wrote, “I was wearing dog tags at the time 
(don’t ask) and the chain was annoying me / us so I ripped it 
off and tossed it across the room at a wall. Well, it slid down 
that wall and landed across the prongs of a plug hanging 
slightly out of a wall socket. Sparks exploded and the power 
went out. … We didn’t stop. True story.” 

2) The_Intel_Guy wrote, “Gave my lass a hug after doggy 
style and all the air pushed up there came out as the loudest 
queef I’d ever heard. Worst thing was my parents were in the 
house at the time and probably heard. Lol.” 

3) Aragorn_71 wrote, “Funny now, but not then. Getting 
caught in an empty classroom in college by a professor. 
Afterwards, he said he was relieved because he was afraid it 
was ghosts.” 

4) thecookietrain wrote: 

 
14 Source: crasshumor, “What advice would you give to a guy who’s 
about to have sex for the first time?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 November 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qsynun/what_advice_w
ould_you_give_to_a_guy_whos_about_to/ >. 
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 “I was once stood up on the bed doing a girl from behind and 
I caught my shadow in the wall and because of the angle of 
the small lamp in the room, it looked like the hunchback of 
Notre Dame thrusting himself into a mysterious bent-over 
creature. 

“I literally stopped because I was laughing so hard.” 

5) thecookietrain wrote: 

“I was once making out with a girl and there a small 
earthquake. We were oblivious to it. After we finished we 
both were like ‘Wow, that was more intense than usual.’ 
Skipped home thinking I was boss at making out! 

“Went home and my housemate asked if I felt the earthquake 
earlier. Turns out I’m not amazing at making out and it was 
just the earthquake making it more intense.”15 

16. “What Was The Exact Moment You Realised You 
Were Poor?” 

1) OneUniqueUnicorn wrote, “I felt poor for most of my life. 
Haven’t had very much money, living paycheck to 
paycheck. But I think the first time I ever actually was poor 
was the three days I was drinking hot chocolate for my meals 
because I didn’t have any money for food.” 

YouAreAvinaLaff commented, “Things have gotten better, 
I hope.” 

OneUniqueUnicorm responded, “This is unfortunately only 
about two weeks ago, but I was able to find some help.” 

 
15 Source: Specific_Ferret7786, “What’s your funniest sex 
experience?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qugls7/whats_your_fun
niest_sex_experience/ >. 
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 2) ambriosiadeux wrote, “When I was younger and my dad 
couldn’t afford the one Christmas gift I asked for: to keep 
my flip phone on another month. I remember he cried on the 
porch in his dirty work clothes.” 

3) RisusSardonicus4622 wrote, “When I realized the $5-10 
of groceries I was buying was 10 cents above my bank 
account balance or going into your ‘gas to get to work 
budget.’” 

4) Material-Ad-1598 wrote, “When someone at school 
recognized a shirt I was wearing that they sold at a yard 
sale.” 

5) toooldforlove wrote, “When getting $50 seems like a lot 
of money.” 

Much_Target92 commented, “When I was at university, my 
housemate and I were paid fortnightly, but on alternate 
weeks. I once had enough money that I could lend him $50. 
He paid that back to me the following week. I lent him $50 
the next and so on. We called it ‘the floating fifty’ and it got 
us both through so many times.” 

6) weykewl wrote, “When my wife cried because we had to 
wait to pay bills.” 

OG_Cyanide wrote, “When I ate instant noodles for three 
days straight.” 

7) BikingVikingNick wrote, “I remember my single mom 
sitting outside, crying at a picnic table because we didn’t 
have any money. I offered to give her the few dollars in 
change I had in my piggy bank.” 

8) jeats wrote: 

“When I had to charge my phone at school because power 
was cut at home due to unpaid bills. 
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 “When my parents couldn’t afford to commute. 

“Each time I had to go to bed hungry.” 

9) belltrina wrote, “Heard my kid saying they knew Santa 
probably was a lie cause they saw other people’s piles of 
presents under trees on my Facebook and we did not have a 
quarter of the same.” 

10) CecilHarvey9395 wrote, “When I intentionally went to 
sleep early to avoid hunger pangs. Figured they wouldn’t be 
as bad if I was unconscious. I was 12.” 

11) Mollyapostate wrote, “When little girls had Barbies and 
I didn’t. I was 13 the first time I remember eating a 
hamburger.” 

12) SleepingClowns wrote: 

“When my friend in school took me to his family’s lake 
house. My first thought was ‘Wow, so whenever his family 
gets evicted, they can just come here!’ 

“… and then I realized.”16 

17. “Guys Of Reddit, What Turns You Off?” 

1) shock1918 wrote: 

“Disinterest in my emotional state. Listen, I may not get 
emotional often, but when I have a moment, don’t blow it 
off like, ‘You’re a dude, get over it.’ 

“Important note: this was a take on my past, my fiancée 
(girlfriend of four years) does not minimize any of my 

 
16 Source: YouAreAvinaLaff, “What was the exact moment you 
realised you were poor?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/quc33b/what_was_the_
exact_moment_you_realised_you_were/ >. 
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 feelings, and that includes the occasional angry outburst. She 
is a phenomenal woman.” 

rul3b00k wrote, “With mine it’s not, ‘You’re a dude. Get 
over it.’ It’s essentially, ‘Yeah, well, my mental state is 
worse, so focus on me.’ Pity party until I shove my problems 
down and try and ‘fix’ things. … Doesn’t even have to be 
mental problems / breakdowns; it can literally just be, ‘I’m 
in an off / sore mood and don’t know why’ and magically so 
are they even though they were laughing two minutes ago, 
and if I try and defend myself, then it’s a two-hour text fight 
where I’m not being supportive of them. It’s my one and 
only complaint in my 11-year relationship. Feels like I can’t 
have any issues of my own or my other half turns into a 
needy child.” 

2) IngloriousMustards wrote, “Visible efforts to show me 
that they’re not going to make an effort for me.” 

3) Belmega81 wrote, “Mainly, when it’s clear she doesn’t 
give much of a shit. I want to be wanted, I want to feel like 
she wants me as much as I want her. If I feel I gotta twist her 
arm, I’m pretty much done. My arm needs zero twisting 
when I’m interested.” 

SwitchedAccount commented: 

“This hurts to read. 

“I don’t expect to get the exact same enthusiasm back. But 
the difference in the ‘I want you’ energy I give vs. what I get 
back is huge. And it hurts. 

“I can’t tell if my current situation is her really not being 
interested or if she’s playing some sort of game with me.” 

bambles_ commnteed: 

“I just went through this after a relationship where I adored 
the girl with all my heart and it just wasn’t reciprocated. If 
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 you’re not happy, move on. Ultimately does it matter if she’s 
not interested or playing a game? If she’s not fulfilling your 
needs and making you happy, find someone who will. 

“Unfortunately, at least in my opinion, it’s that simple for 
relationships. If you are spending more time unhappy or 
wondering if she even feels the same, it’s not worth it.” 

Belmga81 commented, “Agreed. Better off alone than 
chasing butterflies that aren’t there.” 

stickysalad commnted: 

“I learned not too long ago that most people give differently, 
and learning what your partner’s expectations for giving / 
receiving love and affection is extremely important (if you 
actually like this person and want to be with them). 

“I’m a physical person. I like being touched and doted over. 
My partner is not the same way. Lol. But she shows affection 
by buying things and spending money and making things for 
me. We’ve learned that sometimes we both have to give and 
receive each other’s types of love and be willing to flip-flop 
for each other when we need it.” 

4) wordsno wrote, “Aversion to weirdness or uniqueness. If 
someone thinks it’s ‘weird’ to be super interested in 
something, I find that very off-putting.” 

LedgeEndDairy commented: 

“I have ducks that hang out in a lake near my place. 

‘I’ve told five women (on dates) that I frequently take walks 
around the lake because I love the ducks and the scenery is 
nice and three of the five said that that is ‘weird.’ 
Specifically that I think ducks are neat. 

“I’m still confused why it’s such a hot topic. Ducks are cool, 
and chill. Wildlife in general is fun. Isn’t it? Am I crazy? 
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 “To be clear I didn’t go on and on about ducks or anything. 
Just that I enjoy the walks because I like the ducks.” 

tide_rising wrote, “To the right person, your duck enjoyment 
will inspire a smile and lacing up of shoes to join you on 
your walk. You just conveniently eliminated non- 
contestants. Keeping rocking it around the lake.” 

5) dr_freudenstein wrote, “Projection and thinking that you 
can read my thoughts. Ask questions, I’m happy to answer, 
but don’t assume you know what I’m thinking or why I did 
something, especially if it’s based on your experience with a 
previous partner.” 

MasterCrouton wrote, “When a toxic person decides to ‘test’ 
you for a reaction like a fucking science experiment and then 
blow up when the results weren’t exactly what they 
overthought.” 

IAmNeeeeewwwww commented, “Exactly. I had this one ex 
who exploded at me like this. I once made some jjapaguri, 
which is this combination of two different Korean ramen 
flavors, and I asked her if she wanted some. She said, ‘No,’ 
so I proceeded to eat out of the pot (the typical 
mix jjapaguri doesn’t yield much, by the way). At that 
moment, she began shrieking at me about how I needed to 
always set aside some food for her, even if she wasn’t going 
to eat it anyways. In her words, it was a ‘test’ to see what my 
first reaction would be. Since I was hungry and dying to 
eat jjapaguri, which I had also been craving for all day, I was 
‘selfish.’” 

6) LordParatus wrote, “Being mean to others for no reason.” 

theNightCaulker commented, “How does this person treat 
waitstaff? The real first impression!” 

Good_Dog_Almighty commented: 
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 “‘Peasant, I am gracing this establishment with my 
presence and intend to spend twenty-five dollars here. If my 
glass of water is not refilled from a gilded pitcher within ten 
seconds of my taking a sip, I swear to the almighty God I 
will have your job raked over the coals.’ 

“People are nuts. Spending $1,200 for a night in a five-star 
hotel? Ok, expect some bowing, scraping and bending over 
backwards. Going to Appleby’s for lunch with your sister? 
Maybe dial down the entitlement complex just a tad.”17 

18. “Women Who Said Yes To A Proposal And Then 
Changed Their Mind, What Happened?” 

1) foodzillavsgothra wrote: 

“After knowing each other for years, and dating for three 
years, we finally got into ‘serious talk’ after the engagement. 
Turns out we wanted totally different things in life. I guess 
we were young, busy, having a great time, and somehow 
never talked much about the future. It was mutual and very 
sad at the time. 

“Twenty years later, we’re still quite good friends. We both 
found the right person to marry. He has the job security, kids 
he wanted, and the hometown house. I’ve made my wild 
career choices, lived in several states, and am happily child 
free. 

“I’m happy we were mature enough to break it off. I never 
wanted to see him unhappy or wind up hating each other. 
Mission accomplished.” 

 
17 Source: SnowyAcid, “Guys of Reddit, what turns you off?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 15 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qul27r/guys_of_reddit_
what_turns_you_off/ >. 
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 2) Puzzleheaded-Big1680 wrote, “He and his mom became 
increasingly controlling. The straw that broke my back was 
how casually he told me ‘me and my mom decided we 
should have kids in a couple years.’ He didn’t understand 
why I broke down crying. Like he had no conception of how 
wrong it was to discuss reproduction with his mom before 
he even spoke to me about it … and then telling 
me their decision like I was supposed to be like … great!” 

3) VanithGuide wrote, “He changed his mind on everything: 
waiting until after we both graduated college to get married, 
no kids, where we were going to live, both would have 
careers, no traditional wife shit. I left because he changed in 
just about every way conceivable. Or he was lying all along, 
I honestly don’t know which.” 

4) Ferretastic359 wrote, “He put me on the spot in public. I 
said yes because I felt pressured and was 18. Broke up with 
him the same day.” 

5) thiskittybites12 wrote, “Got engaged young, as it was 
what he wanted. After we had spent some more time 
together, I realized he wanted children and a wife at home, I 
wanted a wild life with adventure and thrills. He sure was 
hurt but it didn’t take him long to find a woman who he 
married in six months and had three children within two 
years. They are still married 25 years later. I have been 
married for only seven with no children and after the life I 
wanted.” 

6) [deleted] wrote, “I said yes quickly in the moment. But 
after thinking about it I just realized I was more infatuated 
with the guy than in love. I guess I was having fun but 
couldn’t see myself living with him the rest of my life. Also, 
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 I felt I was too young to get married. I want to explore 
more.”18 

19. “What Historical Events Are So Absurd That They 
Would Be Too Strange For A Fiction Story Or A 
Movie?”  

Briggsnotmyers wrote: 

“One time a friend called me and told me how she was 
having a conflict with someone whom she did not name and, 
being at different schools, I assumed I did not know. I 
analyzed what I thought the other party was trying to 
accomplish and suggested an angle to approach resolution 
from. 

“The next day my other friend called me and said she was in 
an argument with her friend but now that friend seems to 
want to make up and is asking what she can do to fix the 
situation. 

“So I told Friend 2 to tell Friend 1 what I’d already prepped 
Friend 1 to hear from a successful reply to her overture. They 
both thanked me later for helping them solve their problem 
so diplomatically. I felt like a supervillain.” 

Note by David Bruce: I’d say superhero.19 

 
18 Source: titanrose, “women who said yes to a proposal then changed 
their mind, What happened?” Reddit. AskWomen. 16 November 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qvonb5/women_who_
said_yes_to_a_proposal_then_changed/ >. 
19 Source: Aquatax, “What historical events are so absurd that they 
would be too strange for a fiction story or a movie?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 17 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qw0knn/what_historica
l_events_are_so_absurd_that_they/ >. 
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 20. “Introverts, How Did You Meet Your Girlfriend?” 

Newsboyhank wrote, “She had to practically hit me over the 
head with a yes to my low-key ask for a date. We used to 
work with each other and became Facebook friends … we 
made the occasional like or comment on each other’s posts 
for a year or so. I suggested a coffee to catch-up. (I was 
definitely interested but had no idea she was into me at all.) 
I guess she took it to be a ‘date date.’ When we were through 
with coffee and a short walk, I said we should try to get 
together again in a few months … she said that we should 
see each other again before the end of the week. That was 
five years ago. We live with each other now.”20 

  

 
20 Source: Barrydapigeon, “Introverts how did you meet your girl 
friend?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qwonsd/introverts_how
_did_you_meet_your_girl_friend/ >. 
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 Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What Is Something Nobody Warns People About 
Enough When It Comes To Having Kids?” 

1) Mashy6012 wrote: 

“Practicing diapers on a doll doesn’t count. 

“You’re ready when you can do it on a cat.” 

Captn_Ghostmaker commented, “My first daughter was 
patient and would just let us change her. My second daughter 
wants nothing more than to roll over and crawl away. 
There’s nowhere for her to go but she wants to go anyway.” 

HyzerFlip commented: 

“As a father every single person I know talked to about 
having kids said one thing. Diapers. 

“Diapers are goddamn easy. They need it and you do it soooo 
often that it’s muscle memory you can do while having not 
slept for three days. 

“Diapers are literally the least of the worries when it comes 
to raising children and that phase stops early in life.” 

2) theofiel wrote, “When they grow older, you don’t have a 
private life anymore. They stay awake longer than you.” 

cocoawhirl commented: 

“This is true. Lol. My sister and I (I’m 18 and she’s 15) stay 
up later than my mom. At about ten most nights, she’ll be 
like, ‘Okay, that’s it. I’m going to bed.’ 

“Meanwhile, we’re still up doing whatever.” 

The-Horrible-M commented, “Whenever we’re trying to do 
something sneaky, my wife and I always say that having kids 
is like having parents.” 
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 RedWineAndWomen wrote, “Not to mention that they 
simply raze the kitchen of anything edible while you’re not 
looking. There you are, it’s dinner time and you want to start 
cooking and there’s nothing there to do it with. There’s an 
enormous pile of dirty dishes, though, that you can process 
while you have a good think about how you can resolve this 
situation.” 

3) Major-Tomato9191 wrote, “How important the years 
between seven and 12 are for building a bond (one that lasts 
into the teenage years). They are so hard to listen to at that 
age with all the starts and stops in conversation and they talk 
about the most boring things, BUT it is so important to listen 
and converse at those ages. They will grow into teenagers 
who will talk to you, and be fun to talk to, but only if you 
can get through long boring conversations about Minecraft 
or whatever thing they are currently into.” 

Drakmanka commented, “I can remember being about 12 
and wanting to share my biggest interest at the time with my 
mom, that being Bionicle, by reading to her all the books I 
had been collecting with my allowance. Sometimes she 
would involuntarily fall asleep, but my God she tried so 
hard to show an interest. I really didn’t appreciate it at the 
time, focused on all the times she yawned or fell asleep, but 
now (16 years later) we both remember it fondly as the 
bonding time it really was.” 

adventuresquirtle wrote, “My dad and I didn’t bond during 
this age because he thought whatever I had to say was stupid. 
So now we don’t really talk anymore.” 

ilikechoccimilk wrote, “I wish my parents had known this. I 
showed them a lot of things the 10-year-old me thought was 
cool, and they just were like, ‘Okay, cool.’ The worst one 
being me showing my dad my favourite piece of music (it 
was dubstep or something), and him saying, ‘You call this 
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 music?’ We don’t talk much now. At least I have an older 
sibling to talk to. :D” 

4) Katedid wrote, “Once they get out of the toddler stage, it 
can become extremely worrisome and time consuming to 
parent them to become good people. They start asking 
questions, and they form their own opinions. It’s a very 
delicate balance between trying to get them to listen to 
important things and trying to get them to become more 
independent. It makes you think you are constantly messing 
it all up. It can be very hard to find a balance.” 

-TECHNO-TRAMP- wrote: 

“My wife and I talked about this an hour ago while lying in 
bed. 

“We feel that every single interaction, no matter how small, 
is a crossroads of sorts. You have to quickly make decisions 
on what you feel gives them the best chance of becoming 
good humans. 

“Infancy through three years is almost a honeymoon phase. 
However, when your almost four-year-old daughter has a 
meltdown over wearing pajamas or because we won’t let her 
eat four cheese sticks, it’s tough to decide how to handle it 
because more weight is added to the decision the older they 
get. 

“Are we spoiling her? Are we being too hard on them? Are 
they feeling an emotion they don’t recognize? 

“In the end, the world will mold them into who they are 
going to be; I just get a say in what material is used.” 

5) Lilac77777 wrote: 

“You have to parent the kid you have. 
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 “The books are fine for ideas, [as are?] your experience, 
friends’ thoughts, paediatricians, therapists. 

“But at the end of it all, you have this complicated little 
person you’re in charge of with their own preferences, 
feelings, insecurities, abilities, and you have to do what 
works for them and your family and, of course, also raise 
someone who isn’t a blight on humanity or menace to 
society.” 

SnooBananas7856 wrote, “Beautifully put. My teen girls 
couldn’t be more different and I approach them with their 
unique personalities and perspectives in mind. I love each of 
them with all my heart, but I approach them in the manner in 
which they individually require.” 

Angerina_ commented: 

“As my mum says: ‘The kid hasn’t read the book.’ 

“Her parents tried to do everything by the book with her and 
she hated it. She was supposed to have pigtails, wear dresses, 
learn piano and not go climb trees and play soccer / football. 
She saved pocket money to get her hair cut short and her dad 
almost hit her for it. Did she stop pushing to be herself? 
Nope. She is a strong woman, but boy, does she have some 
scars on her soul. 

“With her own three kids, she watched what interests they 
developed and then helped them explore it further and to not 
forget to keep an open mind about other possible hobbies, 
sports, arts, etc. I have no idea how to thank her properly for 
this.”21 

 
21 Source: sneakyturtles7, “What is something nobody warns people 
about enough when it comes to having kids?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 
November 2021 < 
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 22. “Hopeless Romantics Or Not, What’s A Romantic 
Thing or Things That Has / Have Actually Happened To 
You In Real Life?” 

The Original Poster added, “I am really curious what 
romance real-life people experience outside of fiction or 
public media.” 

1) valerieswrld wrote, “When I went on my first vacation 
with my now-husband (then-boyfriend) I remember saying 
how I hope the hotel leaves candy on the pillow like in the 
movies. You have to understand I grew up incredibly poor. 
Anyway, we go on vacation and there is chocolate on my 
pillow every night. I found out later it was my husband 
putting the candy there. It was such a small gesture but made 
me feel so loved.” 

2) thaswhashesaid_ wrote, “I’ve received one handwritten 
love letter.” 

songbird563 wrote, “I will forever mourn the card I had from 
an old boyfriend who wrote fucking POETRY about ME that 
was lost.” 

Aluu_Dee commented, “Not going to lie, I’d probably cry 
losing a piece of treasure, too.” 

3) westcoastkid94 wrote: 

“Five years ago on my 22nd birthday, I was on the beach in 
Honolulu and I was sitting there all alone. This guy, who was 
like the man of my dreams (blond hair, blue eye, muscles, 
and tan) asked to sit and join me. He was from Toronto. 

 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qx40hl/what_is_somet
hing_nobody_warns_people_about/ >. 
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 “I swear he was so attractive that I thought he just wanted to 
steal from me. Haha. But we talked for a while and watched 
the sun rise. One of the best days of my life.” 

4) tatertotinspace wrote, “I met a boyfriend during a layover 
at the Denver airport because our flight was delayed.” 

iflssm97 commented, “Why did you make this response so 
short? This is so cute and I demand a novel.” 

Sunsetfreedom commented, “I demand a TV series with 
multiple seasons.” 

Baricity responded, “With a prequel.” 

5) CatrionaShadowleaf wrote, “My Significant Other at the 
time and I arrived at our hotel at slightly different times, so 
while I was checking in I heard him call my name. We did 
the whole run, leap into arms, and kiss thing.” 

6) pancakemonkey21 wrote: 

“I almost went home. 

“He told me how he felt and I couldn’t say it back even 
though I knew I wanted to because of a certain situation I 
was in. 

“It was a 30-minute commute to where I lived. 

“It started to rain as I stood at my front door. I couldn’t get 
myself to go in, so I turned away and ran to the nearest 
playground and cried. 

“He texted me saying he still cared about me and didn’t want 
to lose me as a friend. 

“I couldn’t get him out of my mind because I knew I loved 
him too. I said, ‘Fuck it,’ and ran back in the rain. I had to 
see him. The bus to the station just pulled up as I got to the 
bus stop. I took a train and met him in front of the mall and 
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 we spoke for what felt like hours. We watched the sun set as 
the rain slowed down. We saw a rainbow form in the sky for 
a while before it got dark. 

“I had to work through some stuff at the time so we only 
started dating six months after that. Been together four years 
now, and it’s the best thing that’s ever happened to me.” 

7) aubor wrote: 

“My husband writes beautiful love letters. At the beginning 
we had a long-distance relationship: He came to my town 
once per month. Well, two months in, he sends me the first 
letter. I actually thought he had dictated the letter to a girl. 
His penmanship is the best I’ve seen, he knows his spelling 
and grammar rules, and he used lovely words. I’ve 
accumulated a lot of love letters in 27 years. 

“Also, he proposed to me on a napkin. We were in a fast food 
place, surrounded by his friends. So he just wrote MARRY 
ME and he gave me the napkin. I just nodded. We kissed and 
nobody found out at the moment, which was important to me 
as an introvert.” 

8) ifalatefa wrote, “My birthday sometimes falls on Easter 
and I have a chocolate addiction. My ex woke up before me, 
lined the stairs with different types of my favourite Easter 
eggs (23 eggs — one for each birthday), had a big bunch of 
flowers (I’d never got flowers and I’m not crazy about them, 
but it was nice), and cooked breakfast. (He can’t cook.) He 
also left an envelope with credit for an airline so I could book 
a trip. I thought it was pretty romantic. We broke up not long 
after, and I used the credit to book a breakup trip for myself 
after he left me for his co-worker.” 

9) Sunsetfreedom wrote: 

“I had been with a guy casually and he gave the best hugs. 
When the hug was long enough and he was about to let go, 
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 then I would hug him tighter and then when I would finally 
be ready to let go, he would tighten his embrace. 

“He would also kiss the back of my hand when sitting or 
whenever it was time for us to leave. 

“He was full of such small (but big) gestures. Makes me 
smile as I write this.” 

10) Informal-Wish wrote: 

“My then-boyfriend asked me to prom with candles, roses, 
and a serenade while wearing his best suit. 

“However, it was in a parking lot and a neighbor saw and 
was suspicious, and so called the police about a possible 
drug deal. I got patted down, and he got frisked against a 
wall AFTER they made him lie face down on the 
pavement.”22 

23. “What’s Something Your Romantic Partner Doesn’t 
Need To Have, But If They Have It, It’s A Great Bonus?” 

1) kmbags wrote, “Parents who love you.” 

scpdavis commented, “I adore this answer, it’s so true. You 
don’t need it, but boy, is it special and so so great when it 
happens.” 

hunxie commented: 

“My mom is one of these parents and I love it. She bonds 
with her kids’ girlfriends to the point that our exes still call 
her to cry about their breakups or family issues or pets 

 
22 Source: Aluu_Dee, “Hopeless romantics or not, what’s a romantic 
thing/s that’s actually happened to you in real life?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 21 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qyyrca/hopeless_rom
antics_or_not_whats_a_romantic_things/ >. 
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 getting sick years after we’ve broken up. Even had one fly 
all the way to Taiwan just to hang out with my mom for two 
weeks, another one chose my mom as the first person to call 
when she got engaged. 

“The only people not invited into my mom’s love circle are 
abusive exes. I honestly think the only reason I’ve never had 
an ugly breakup is because my exes don’t want to lose my 
mom, too. Lmao.” 

Trickycoolj wrote, “The parents of my high school boyfriend 
were very nice to me and all the other friends from school 
who would hang out at their house. They figured if they were 
the cool hang-out house, then their kids would stay home out 
of trouble. Always pulled up an extra chair at dinner even if 
I already had dinner early before coming over. The boyfriend 
was long in my life, but I’m still friends with his mom on 
Facebook though she doesn’t post much. Sadly, his dad 
passed at 50 of cancer. Whenever I was in town, I always 
stopped at his dad’s car repair shop to say hi and he’d give 
me the biggest hugs and a ‘How ya doin’, sweetie,’ and 
would always look into issues on my car even though it was 
polar opposite of the type he worked on. My parents had 
recently split before high school and my dad was not 
particularly present at the time, so it was always nice to have 
a bonus dad.” 

2) inveraveritas wrote, “A job that I can use in some way. 
I’ve dated a doctor and a mechanic before and it’s really 
useful if you can just go, ‘Hey babe, check out this weird 
rash’ or ‘Hey, babe, my car is making weird noises. Go do 
something about it.’” 

deskbeetle commented: 

“I have an electrician boyfriend. Great to have someone who 
is handy with tools. I handle all the computer / tech stuff and 
he mounts pics / shelves, fixes wobbly furniture, and can lift 
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 / move anything I ask him to. And he just hands me his phone 
every time he accidentally turns on the blind accessibility 
mode (which has happened more times than I thought 
humanly possible). 

“Also nice that he has connections to plumbers, carpenters, 
painters, and drywallers who can help with the parts of home 
care he doesn’t have a license in.” 

3) 1throwawaryor4 wrote, “If he can cook, that’s great. I 
hate cooking, it stresses me out.” 

SassyDivaAunt commented, “My husband is a chef, but he 
only works weekends, as I’m disabled and need help at 
home. I love cooking, but it’s getting harder for me as my 
hands degenerate. What I so love about him is that if I 
haven’t mentioned dinner by about 2pm, then I’m not up to 
cooking, so he does it. I don’t have to ask, he just assumes 
he’ll need to do it. And he’s so creative! I’ll look in the fridge 
and say we need to go to the shops He’s like, ‘No, no, don’t 
be silly. I’ll sort something out,’ and he will conjure up not 
just the most incredible dinner, but also he’ll somehow 
magic a dessert out of nowhere as well. Oh, and he often 
makes extra so my parents don’t have to cook either. He’s 
pretty bloody special, my bloke!” 

SassyDivaAunt commented, “At the risk of too much 
information, when you find a man who doesn’t even blink 
when you ask him to put a tampon in for you, as your hands 
and body won’t let you do it yourself, you know you’re onto 
a winner! Honestly, he’s so lovely, and I make sure to tell 
him all the time how much he is appreciated! Mum calls him 
‘Fave,’ and I’m pretty sure that if it snowed in hell, and we 
split up, the family would keep him and give me a cheery 
wave goodbye!” 

4) freckledsallad wrote, “A nice penis.” 
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 Beautiful_Bee_1185 commented, “Fat wallet, nice penis, 
smart, and tall.” 

misterpantsz commented, “Fat wallet nice. Penis smart and 
tall.” 

effeceddecaffe commented, “I’m a fan of: Fat. Wallet nice. 
Penis smart. And tall.” 

Wankeritis commented, “If it’s not nice, I wouldn’t want 
it in me.” 

Alberiman asked, “Is there such a thing as a nice penis?” 

reallyyreallycuty answered, “Yes some penises are just 
pretty looking like proportionate and no weird curves. Balls 
can be extremely cute, too.” 

marymoon77 commented, “I feel like a nice penis is a need.” 

5) Teethling wrote, “A fat ass.” 

Amyjane1203 commented: 

“A uniformed man at my work has the juiciest peach I’ve 
ever seen on a man … all the girls I work with go OOF when 
he walks away. 

One of the guys heard us one time and said he didn’t get it. 
I’m like … don’t you do the same when a woman has a nice 
ass?” 

6) babe_slayerr wrote, “Some bonuses: piercings, tattoos, 
red hair. If it’s a guy, it’s a bonus if he’s shorter than me and 
if it’s a woman ,I love if she’s taller than me. An interest for 
either Formula One or houseplants, and having glasses.” 
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 foxandgold wrote, “I’ve got the perfect guy for you. Ever 
heard of Ed Sheeran?”23 

24. “How Do You Become Someone Fun?” 

malaprop5 wrote, “This is uuuuh … gonna sound weird but 
a few years ago I started making decisions based on ‘What 
would a sitcom character do?’ And life got about 10x 
funnier. I have so many dinner stories now. Spontaneity, be 
willing to laugh at yourself, try new things, go to local 
festivals / gatherings / arsty whatevers — that’s what makes 
me and life more fun.” 

Tallulahblue commented: 

“I think I’m fun. Everyone is fun in different ways as we all 
like different things, but this is my version of being fun: I 
have a positive attitude, smile, and joke around. I’m open to 
spontaneous activities. E.g., with my now-husband in the 
early days of dating, we were walking past a restaurant one 
evening and he said, ‘I’ve always wanted to try that 
restaurant,’ so I said, ‘Why not now? Shall we go in?’ I’m 
open to trying new things that he likes and I didn’t think I 
would (e.g., going to the football) but make a genuine effort 
to learn about it and find out why he enjoys it. I’ll wear the 
team colours. I’m not afraid to be a bit silly. I like to dance 
and my husband, and I enjoy having a few drinks and pulling 
out the really ridiculous dance moves. I get into creative 
dates like attempting to paint each other, or hand drawing a 
picture round together for a Zoom quiz with his family, or 
hosting a fancy dinner party with friends. If the occasion 
calls for a costume, I go all out. I’m super enthusiastic and 

 
23 Source: sadhungryandvirgin, “What’s something your romantic 
partner doesn’t need to have, but if they have is a great bonus?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 20 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qy8c5c/whats_someth
ing_your_romantic_partner_doesnt_need/>. 
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 excitable about the stuff I’m into and love a good friendly 
debate. 

“But I know I’m not everyone’s cup of tea, obviously. Fun 
for someone else might be joining them on a hike or fishing 
trip, or being enthusiastic about, I dunno, Science. But 
everyone can be smiley and positive on a date at least and 
open to trying new things.”24 

25. “What Is An Overly Romanticized Job?” 

rocket-guy-12 wrote, “Saddest part for me [about being a 
traveling salesman] was when I was on the road one time 
going out to a solo dinner (as usual) and being sat with a 
candle and rose in the middle of the table. I looked around 
and saw every table other than mine was a couple and only 
then did it hit me it was Valentine’s Day.”25 

26. “What Did You Not Understand Until You 
Experienced It?” 

Farkenoathm8-E wrote, “Severe grief. I have had people 
close to me die before, but I never understood it as 
everybody dies and while it’s sad you can still function. It 
wasn’t until my youngest brother took his own life. It was 
like my heart was ripped out of my chest, and I was a zombie 
going through life not feeling anything other than 
overwhelming sadness.” 

 
24 Source: queencrazytown, “What are some of the best dating tips you 
have to share?” Reddit. AskWomen20 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qyhaac/what_are_som
e_of_the_best_dating_tips_you_have_to/ >. 
25 Source: MildlyPaleMango, “What is an overly-romanticized job?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 22 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qzyn9z/what_is_an_ov
erlyromanticized_job/ >. 
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 kitcheb commented, “Felt the same thing when my dad died 
unexpectedly a few weeks ago. Still processing the reality. 
Signed so many grievance cards at work for their loved ones 
dying prior with not knowing what to say or feel until you’re 
on the receiving end. Now, I know exactly how it feels to 
have a part of you just missing.” 

Due-Report-906 commented, “The best way I can describe 
it is by saying it feels like a physical hole in my heart. It’s 
been 10 years since I lost my dad, and I can still feel it. It’ll 
never go away, but with time it’s just easier to ignore.” 

margalingo commented, “When my parents died, half of me 
died, too. I was never the same person again.” 

Frenchy4life wrote: 

“My mom had an aneurysm about three months ago. She was 
undergoing surgery and she had a stroke. She is still here and 
recovering; communication is still tough but getting easier 
day by day. 

“I couldn’t function during that week while she was in the 
hospital. I tried to sleep, nothing could distract me, I was 
physically constantly ill. If it wasn’t for my best friend, I 
don’t know what I would have done.” 

lucky_ducker wrote: 

“My grandparents all died one by one, and it was sad. Both 
of my parents passed, and the sadness was much stronger. 
Then my wife, the love of my life, died of cancer, and I was 
utterly crushed. For several months I went to work by day, 
and then I went home and cried all evening until the alcohol 
kicked in. I was in so much pain the thought of just drinking 
myself to death seemed to be a reasonable idea. 

“That was five years ago, and I’m in a much better place 
now. I’m excited to see my granddaughter on Thanksgiving 
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 Day, and I’m grateful for the people I still have in my life. 
In truth, I think gratitude is the only thing that can overcome 
grief in the long run.”26 

27. “What Are The Most Embarrassing Moments You 
Have Witnessed?” 

1) Wdha7j wrote: 

“In high school, we had some ‘mean girls’-style drama 
between me and my friends. One of them asked a boy I really 
liked to prom (knowingly!), and I was really mad at her 
about it. 

“One day we were all at her house, and I snuck around and 
cut up her prom dress out of spite. Very, very stupid, I know. 

“I thought I’d gotten away with it, until my dad was waiting 
for me with crossed arms when I got home from school the 
next day. I said, ‘I guess this means I’m not going to prom 
then?’ And he said, ‘Oh, no, you’re going to prom … but 
you’re going to wish you hadn’t.’ 

“He informed me that he’d taken my own prom dress that 
day, and hung it up in our pig barn. Where it would stay 
for two weeks until prom, and which I’d put on right before 
it was time to go. 

“It was … dreadful. No one wanted to be near me and I was 
made fun of the rest of the school year. I deserved it, 
though.” 

 
26 Source: PhilosoFeed, “What did you not understand until you 
experienced it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r0ezki/what_did_you_
not_understand_until_you_experienced/ >. 
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 2) NoahtheRed wrote, “A guy proposed to a girl at Busch 
Gardens. She cried … but not because she was overcome 
with happiness.” 

3) server_busy wrote, “Rudy Giuliani at Four Seasons 
Landscape has entered the chat.” 

4) Pineapplesmores wrote: 

“Yesterday I took my four-month-old to the doctor for her 
monthly checkup. We were in the busy waiting room where 
it was extremely quiet as everyone was on their phones. 
Obviously my daughter thought it was too quiet and just let 
out the loudest fart. Everyone looked up at the same time, 
and some looked at me really disgusted. I didn’t know if they 
thought it was me. 

“Maybe I should be embarrassed but honestly I had to stop 
myself from laughing I found it so hilarious.” 

5) smugmisswoodhouse wrote: 

“Ooh, I have a good one! Many, many years ago when I was 
just a young teenager, I went for a run at the neighborhood 
park. I was wrapping up my third or so lap when I realized 
some boys around my age were hanging around the path on 
their bikes just ahead of me. As I approached, one of them 
popped a wheelie and called out, ‘Hey, how’s your run 
going?’ 

“Actually, it was more like, ‘Hey, how’s your run goi—’ 
because as he was speaking, he proceeded to crash into the 
enormous metal lamppost directly in front of him. There was 
an extremely loud clanging sound as he smacked his face 
into the post and fell off his bike and onto the concrete path. 

“All of his friends laughed hysterically, and I admit I let out 
a small chuckle too, which I immediately felt pretty terrible 
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 about. They were gone by the time I had my next lap and I 
never noticed them at the park again. 

“Dude, if you’re out there, I’m really sorry I laughed! I was 
just taken off guard by the whole thing. But your wheelie 
was really cool and it was getting pretty dark by that time, 
so I don’t blame you for not seeing the big post right in front 
of you. Hope your face is OK.” 

7) -partymoinster- wrote, “This was in high school. I was 
waiting outside class with a few friends and next to the class 
was a set of stairs to go to the second floor. On the stairs was 
a chick eating a burrito, and a guy I knew saw her and said, 
‘Why don’t you munch on this burrito?’ as he grabs his junk. 
It turned out to be a teacher and he got in trouble. Lmao.” 

8) Kamdog77 wrote, “In church with the whole school for 
the annual Founders Day service, the Bishop gave the lord’s 
prayer. In the split second of silence after the ‘amen’ 
someone near me cut a really loud fart. I try not to laugh out 
loud by grabbing my nose. Massive nosebleed ensues. Have 
to walk out of the church bleeding profusely from the face 
and laughing hysterically. Get outside to find one of the art 
teachers and one of the English teachers kissing. They 
looked quite embarrassed and freaked out at the blood-
soaked, cackling 14-year-old who had discovered their 
romantic tryst.” 

9) Constalo6 wrote: 

“Seein’ a kid get Buck Ragged as a punishment — or rather, 
smelling the aftermath of it. A sorry sight, but not an 
altogether uncommon one in high school when I grew up. 

“For those who don’t know, it’s a rag that’s been rubbed all 
over a rutting billy (buck) goat. Goat farmers use it for goat-
breeding purposes, but some suburban mothers would also 
buy them for child-discipline purposes (making a 
disobedient child smell it). 
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 “Sure worked wonders, though … kids who laughed at 
spankings or groundings would shape up with the threat of a 
buck-ragging.” 

10) MerryTexMissh wrote: 

“Freshman year of college, I had a night class. I was walking 
back to my dorm afterwards, and I tripped and fell hard on 
the sidewalk. 

“I smoothly disguised this by opening the book I was 
carrying and pretending to be reading. Reclined on the 
sidewalk, under a dim streetlight, reading a book at nearly 
10 on a Tuesday night. Most natural thing in the world.” 

11) TheBigBadCusp wrote, “I had an operation on my 
testicle. I was on the children’s ward because I was 15. I 
woke up in the afternoon pretty out of it still, the ward was 
busy lots of people walking through. Then a nurse walked 
over pretty quickly she wouldn’t make eye contact with me 
and kind of looked away as she shut the curtain around my 
bed. I looked down and noticed my gown had lifted up in my 
sleep and I had an erection.”27 

28. “Reddit, How Did You Meet Your Boyfriend, 
Girlfriend, Or Significant Other?” 

Extra-Requirement979 wrote: 

“Depends on who is asking, I go with either Tinder for the 
shock effect or gym for the more neutral version. 

“Anyway, there was this superhot dude at my gym, 
absolutely breathtaking, but I never made a move because, 

 
27 Source: bega0, “What are the most embarrassing moments you have 
witnessed ?” Reddit. AskReddt. 23 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r0m14k/what_are_the_
most_embarrassing_moments_you_have/ >. 
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 well, gym and I’m shyish. Sometime later he comes to the 
store I’m working at, smelling all good and being so polite. 
I struggle with helping him because my knees are weak and 
I feel like fainting in front of this man-god. Soon after ,I 
moved to a nearby city and stopped going to the gym and 
working at this store. I thought I’d never see him again. 

“One day I download Tinder and there he is, this man I 
thought I had lost forever. I said to my roommate that if we 
match, I’m going to shoot my best shots right away because 
I can’t lose him again. Well, we matched and now we are 
renovating our first home together. 

“Also he later revealed that he wanted to ask me out when 
we accidentally met at my work, but because I was so ‘cold’ 
he didn’t; meanwhile, I was struggling to try to keep myself 
somewhat professional and had to take a break after he left 
to pull myself together. :D”28 

29. “How Do You Want Your Partner To Initiate Sex? 
What Can They Do To Get You In The Mood 
Beforehand?” 

1) Happy-birdie-918 wrote, “Reduce the amount of ‘daily 
chores’ that I am stuck dealing with (cooking, cleaning, 
getting kids to bed, …) and then take time to snuggle me 
without any screen time happening, and talk with me. Maybe 
offer a shoulder rub (AFTER kids are in bed for the whole 
night).” 

2) 929leftie wrote, “I’m usually in the mood (or at least 
receptive to the idea), so all I wish is that he’d initiate more 
often.” 

 
28 Source: Ihoperslashseesme, “Reddit, How Did You Meet Your BF, 
GF or SO?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r0wvvh/reddit_how_di
d_you_meet_your_bf_gf_or_so/ >. 
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 3) notme1414 wrote, “Little things can get her in the mood. 
Maybe a naughty text during the day. A quick caress. Flirt. 
A kiss for no reason. My ex-husband would be cold and 
moody all day and then couldn’t figure why I wasn’t in the 
mood at bedtime.” 

4) OrangeyPanda wrote, “Foreplay should be an all-day 
thing. Being sweet to each other, giving each other attention 
and showing appreciation and care all day long will equal 
wanting to take each other’s clothes off as soon as you’re 
alone.” 

5) Asog9999 wrote, “Not being a piece of fucking shit.” 

6) rudaieile wrote: 

“My sex drive has diminished a lot since getting my IUD so 
it takes more teasing than it did before. I need teasing 
touches, like slowly caressing my leg when we’re cuddling 
and getting closer and closer to my vulva each time. Kissing 
my neck. Giving a massage (which of course will be 
returned!). 

“I can’t go straight into oral sex, PIV [Penis in Vagina], etc., 
without teasing beforehand. To me teasing is the foreplay! 
Feeling each other get turned on before any clothes are taken 
off is something I love. 

“I’ve spoken to my partner about how my IUD has affected 
me hormonally, and that my fall in sex drive is not a result 
of me no longer wanting sex but just how my body has 
responded to the change in hormones. He knows that sex is 
still something that I love and that sexual intimacy is 
important to me. 

“I feel bad sometimes that it takes more work to get me in 
the mood than it used to before, and that I don’t initiate as 
often as before. I try not to have sex for the sake of it as I 
don’t want to resent it and associate it with a chore, so it is 
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 important to me that these teasing moments do happen so I 
can enjoy sex like I used to pre-IUD.” 

7) OverallDisaster wrote, “It is VERY rare that I’m not 
down for sex. I have to be pretty sick / feeling horrible to 
turn it down. And I’m usually ready to go. Of course, little 
touches here and there throughout the day helps, making out, 
and I like dirty talk beforehand to amp up the tension.” 

8) Flightlessbirbz wrote, “Do things to reduce my stress, or 
at least don’t add to it. My brain has trouble getting from ‘go 
get shit done’ mode to ‘in the mood.’ Relaxing and cuddling 
on the couch with a movie, a blanket, and either an alcoholic 
drink or hot tea or cocoa, is most likely to put me in the 
mood. My partner and I have a good sexual connection, so 
as long as I’m in a good, relaxed place psychologically, he 
doesn’t have to do much to get me in the mood. Killing 
anxiety and the ‘what do I have to do next?’ thought process 
is key.” 

9) giantskychicken wrote: 

“For me, I’m often randomly in the mood anyway, so it 
would be helpful if he’d just pay attention when I’m trying 
to initiate. Lol. Like, dude, I’m literally touching your 
package here, this is like cuddles+, I’m ready to go! Usually 
I have to strip bare butt naked and sit on him for him to 
understand — it’d be nice if he responded a little sooner and 
flirted / teased back some. 

“If what you want to know is how would be best for him to 
initiate supposing I wasn’t already thinking sexy thoughts 
about him, then … well, now that I think about it 
if he stripped naked in front of me, that would probably do 
it. So fair enough, I guess!” 
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 10) TenTwenty122 wrote, “Cover themselves in jelly and 
ask if I want a snack.”29 

30. “What’s Something Someone Did To You That 
Accidentally Turned You On?” 

1) NoxRiddle wrote: 

“I was filming a movie that my husband and I were cast in 
together. In one scene, his character grabbed my character 
by the throat. We’d been together like 15 years by this point 
and he had never grabbed me like that. 

“What was worse is that everyone could tell what happened, 
because my reaction was … not what the script called for. 
So we cut, and I was all flustered, and I overheard someone 
tell him, ‘Dude, pretty sure your wife just found out she likes 
being choked.’  

“I wanted to jump off a roof.” 

2) stickittotheman98 wrote, “I was working out with a 
couple of friends and they were showing me a new exercise 
for hamstrings that has a similar motion to an ab wheel 
rollout, but uses a yoga ball instead. Having both of them 
behind me, strapping my feet tight to the bench was so hot. 
One of them put the strap on (ha) and the other cupped my 
(barefoot) heel as he tightened it. I’m just glad they couldn’t 
see my face because I was so turned on I couldn’t hide it. I 
kinda have a crush on both of them now, and I frequently 
find myself fantasizing light bondage scenarios with the two 
of them.” 

 
29 Source: BasicallyJustAPotato, “How do you want your partner to 
initiate sex? What can they do to get you in the mood beforehand?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 24 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r1iif3/how_do_you_w
ant_your_partner_to_initiate_sex_what/ >. 
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 3) me_and_midss_chicken wrote, “The first time I had a 
pillow fight as an adult I found out I get super wet when 
someone hits my head repeatedly with fluffy pillows.”30 

31. “What Is Your Funniest / Most Awkward Moment 
With A Friend-With-Benefits / One-Night Stand?” 

1) throwra76TN wrote: 

“Wasn’t funny, extremely awkward and embarrassing. A 
guy chasing me for months, we do the deed and it’s amazing, 
he’s into the whole body-worship thing and it was just an 
awesome experience. 

“But when we’re finished, lying there cuddling and I’m 
thinking I’d like to see him again, he tells me he wanted me 
so badly because he slept with my sister two years earlier. 
While I’m frozen in bed shocked at hearing this, he begins 
telling me — in detail — the similarities between my sister 
and me. Similarities that I really didn’t want to know we had. 
I was so embarrassed.” 

2) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“I went home with this guy I fancied from sixth form. We 
were 17/18, I forget. He told me his folks would be asleep 
by the time we got back so it would be fine. 

“We were mid-shag, I was on top facing his bedroom door, 
when his dad just walked in and was all, ‘All right, Ricky? 
Did you watch the game earlier? What did you think of that 
penalty?’ I froze, naked, while this guy lifted his head and 
shoulders off the bed and started talking football with his 
dad. On his way out, his dad looked at me and was like, ‘All 

 
30 Source: a_shit_person, “What’s something someone did to you that 
accidentally turned you on?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r2axi4/whats_somethin
g_someone_did_to_you_that/ >. 
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 right, love? Good night, was it? It’s fry up in the morning, 
that ok?’ and then walked out. 

“To be fair to Ricky, he stayed hard the whole time and we 
just carried on where we left off.” 

3) quantoseibella wrote: 

“I had been putting up pictures earlier that day and left a 
hammer on the headboard. 

“After a bit of vigorous thrusting with me on top, the 
hammer fell off the headboard and hit him square on the 
forehead. He grumbled a little bit, tossed it to the side, and 
kept going.” 

4) -QuaterQueen- wrote, “Ended up going back to a girl’s 
place in university for the first time; she hadn’t come out [as 
a lesbian] yet so we were trying to be as covert as possible. 
We ended up making out for a while outside her place; it was 
super late so no chance of anyone seeing. Turns out her dad 
has CCTV everywhere outside the home so after we do the 
deed, we sleep and wake up to her parents needing a ‘talk’ 
with her and I was invited. Thankfully they took it well once 
everything was explained but damn it was awkward.” 

5) RuberrDucklingg wrote, “This is an obnoxiously 
Canadian moment, but a college FWB invited me over. We 
had originally met as competitive lumberjacks. Get to his 
house, snowstorm hits and power goes out. No worries, he 
has an OLD-fashioned radio. Great, background noise. This 
man decides it’s a good time to put on the hockey game on 
the radio while we hook up. Midway through the deed, his 
team scores and I have to listen to this grown-ass adult on 
top of me yell, ‘LET’S GO, BOYS’ at the radio.” 

6) abominableflow wrote: 
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 “I once stayed overnight at a guy’s place and in the morning 
we were chilling in bed talking. We were joking around and 
he said, ‘Oh, my mom is stopping by soon to drop off 
groceries, but there’s no need to get out of bed.’ I laughed 
because he lived in a studio apartment, and I could see the 
fridge from where we were. 

“Well, his mom (in her 60s or 70s) must have had a key and 
walked in with groceries while I was lying in bed with this 
random man. They started speaking their native language, 
which I didn’t understand and she just waved at me. I still 
don’t know if it was some elaborate prank or if his mom was 
just reallllly chill.” 

7) DaileDoe wrote: 

“I had a hookup set up with this amazingly hot guy. He was 
a few years younger than me and way out of my league, so I 
was stoked. 

“That morning, I pulled a muscle in my back helping a friend 
rearrange her bedroom. She offered me some Kratom, saying 
it would help with the pain. So I took it. 

“Later I meet up with the guy at my place, and he pulls out a 
blunt. We start smoking and talking and everything is going 
good. We’re making out and I start to feel a little dizzy and 
pull back. He takes this as a sign to get his dick out. So I 
think, why not, and start to give him head. 

“As soon as I lean down, the room starts to spin, everything 
goes black, and I break out in a cold sweat. I then vomit all 
over him / his dick. 
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 “Thankfully, he was really sweet about it. He cleaned up the 
mess and laid me in bed and got me some cold water to drink. 
We never did hook up, though.”31 

32. “What Makes A Woman Good At Sex?” 

1) sunbearimon wrote, “Enthusiasm.” 

fastmeza commented, “Enthusiasm during sex shouldn’t be 
odd.” 

BamH1 responded, “It shouldn’t be. But it is less common 
than one would hope.” 

_throwaway_2244 commented: 

“This goes for men as well. 

“Don’t be afraid to moan, guys — we women find it so hot.” 

igotbigballs wrote, “It’s odd to me that so many men 
apparently don’t moan. I can’t NOT moan if something feels 
good.” 

Drfilthymcnasty responded, “I don’t at all. It’s not like I’m 
holding it in, it’s just not a reaction I have to sex. I’ve tried, 
but it feels forced and awkward.” 

figgiepie wrote: 

“The other day I basically pushed my husband into the 
bedroom when he got home from work. We hadn’t sexed in 
far too long for a myriad of reasons, and I was finally in the 
clear to get some action. I told kiddo to keep watching her 
movie because Mama and Daddy needed to chat about 

 
31 Source: iwuvspotato, “What is your funniest/most awkward moment 
with a FWB/One night stand?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 November 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r2lleb/what_is_your_f
unniestmost_awkward_moment_with_a/ >. 
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 something, locked the bedroom door, and ordered hubs to 
get naked. He was like, ‘YES, MA’AM!’ Finished in time 
for dinner, both with a smile on our faces. 

“He loves it when I initiate sex, and his biggest turn on is my 
pleasure. So when I’m horny as hell and being as subtle as a 
slap to the face, he’s a very happy man.”32 

33. “What Is Something Your Significant Other Does 
For You That You Are Thankful For?” 

1) itsnotforever wrote, “He put me on his health insurance 
the second he was able, and I still almost cry every time I 
pick up my insulin prescription and it’s completely 
covered.” 

2) shantasia94 wrote, “If I send him to the shop for a box of 
tampons, he always comes back with a chocolate bar, too.” 

3) randomquestions2022 wrote, “I love my alone time and 
appreciate that my partner knows when to leave me be. I also 
love that he brings me water and tea when I ask, he asks what 
I want if he goes to the shops, and he tells me I am beautiful 
every day.”33 

 
32 Source: Professional_Waltz14, “What makes a woman good at sex?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 26 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r31ekq/what_makes_a
_woman_good_at_sex/ >. 
33 Source: caduuceun, “What is something your significant other does 
for you that you are thankful for?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 November 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r3xei6/what_is_somet
hing_your_significant_other_does_for/ >. 
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 34. “What’s Something You Used To Be Cheap On, Until 
You Tried A High-Quality Version, And Now You Can’t 
Go Back?” 

beesandtoes wrote, “Friends.” 

Trueloveis4u wrote: 

“I was so desperate for friends I was friends with a girl who 
used my parents and me because she was poor and we were 
lower middle class. I dropped her once she told me to dump 
my boyfriend to date her bank employee boyfriend so she 
should still use him for free food and rides. She said she 
didn’t want to date him because he wasn’t a bad boy. 

“Now I have a friend who actually treats me nice and we take 
turn treating each other.”34 

35. “Men Of Reddit, What’s The Most Difficult Thing To 
Explain To Women?” 

1) Aggravating_Bat1786 wrote, “That I’m happy just 
hanging out doing nothing.” 

Discopants13 commented: 

“We call this ‘catting.’ Many cats show affection by just 
being in the room with you. They don’t necessarily want to 
interact or play, just be there. 

“As an introvert, I so get it. Sometimes I don’t want to 
interact. Not even with my husband. Sometimes I just want 
to do my own thing, but in the same room. Maybe on the 

 
34 Source: amfpsykko7, “What’s something you used to be cheap on, 
until you tried a high-quality version, and now you can’t go back?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 28 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r4d6y7/whats_someth
ing_you_used_to_be_cheap_on_until_you/ >. 



 81 

 

 same couch, max. Occasionally we’ll make ‘meow’ noises 
at each other. It’s pretty great.” 

murphalicious55 commented, “I’m a female and definitely 
relate to this.” 

TreatMeLikeASlut8 commented, “I feel like this is more of 
an introvert thing than a guy thing.” 

2) ungabungamans wrote, “Sometimes we are too shy to 
make the first move or take it further because we don’t know 
if you’re ok with that.” 

eziern commented, “I told my current partner that on the first 
date I wanted him to just kiss me right away and get it over 
with. We had been talking and hitting it off for two weeks 
and it worked well. He was VERY shy, but he did it, and 
we’ve been together seven months now. Broke the ice.” 

Archi_balding wrote: 

“My Significant Other on our first date … from a dating app. 

“We spent way too much time in the bar chatting. 

“She invited me to her house to ‘watch a movie.’ 

“Dumb as I am I watched it on her bed with her, it reminds 
me of something, I show her another movie with the same 
kind of humour. 

“It’s around 4AM of chatting / watching shit, and then she 
collapses in tears persuaded that she is the least seductive 
creature on the planet. 

“Me: Finally understanding, give her a hug. Then advise her 
to be way more clear when she’s interested and wants sex 
because I’m dumb as a brick. 

“Fast forward, we’ve been together for five years.” 
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 MsAmazingWho wrote, “Dude! Or Dudette. First date with 
my now-husband: He was shy, too. Told him to kiss me 
already. Worked out, too. Together four years, married four 
months now!” 

Downtown_Cucumber_ wrote, “Woman here, asked my guy 
out the first time and asked him to marry me. I know what I 
want and when I want it.”35 

36. “How Do You Feel About Renaissance Fairs / 
Medieval Markets / Festivals?” 

OriginalOestrus wrote: 

“I love them! There’s this weird undercurrent of horniness 
that I find fascinating. 

“The first time I went, there was this bard who was being 
really flirty, and I was like, ‘Ohhh, stop. This is a family 
place.’ And he goes, ‘No, honey. This is a family-making 
place.’ 

“I. Died.” 

Note by David Bruce: Your mileage may vary.36 

 
35 Source: aeronacht, “Men of Reddit, what’s the most difficult thing to 
explain to women?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r57bbg/men_of_reddit
_whats_the_most_difficult_thing_to/ >. 
36 Source: Remarkable_Regret_80, “How do you feel about 
Renaissance fairs/medieval markets/festivals?” Reddit. AskWomen. 29 
November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r56h0x/how_do_you_
feel_about_renaissance_fairsmedieval/ >. 
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 37. “What Celebrity Would You Marry If They Asked 
You To Without Any Date Prior?” 

1) WillElMagnifico wrote, “My wife’s answer is Jason 
Momoa. I didn’t even have to ask her. She just announced it 
to me one day.” 

2) OtherwiseAd2555 wrote, “Henry Cavill.” 

funkywinkerbean45 commented, “I’m already married, so I 
couldn’t, but in this fake world where he asks me I ain’t 
married, baby.” 

3) RDX007700 wrote, “Ana de armas!” 

whitesummerside commented: 

“That short compilation of her saying her own name is 
ridiculously sexy: 

< https://youtu.be/-JbMFOT0z04 >. 

4) overthinker46 wrote, “Mads Mikkelsen.” 

Cherrybmb1387 wrote, “Oh, god, yes. My coworker’s 
husband & I were talking about him in the Bond movie 
Casino Royale as Le Chiffre. He was like, ‘Mads can beat 
my balls in a bottomless chair any day.’ Lol. I loved him in 
Hannibal.” 

5) UnderTheFishHook wrote, “Tom Hiddleston.” 

HotMagentaDuckFace wrote, “I saw him on Broadway in 
Betrayal and Oh. My. Goodness. He is just as captivating to 
watch live as he is in the movies. I can’t imagine how you 
can stay focused on your lines when he is staring into the 
depths of your soul.” 

6) GuacamoleLOver029 wrote, “Margot Robbie.” 



 84 

 

 White_Gables wrote, “I’d race full speed across a hundred 
red lights to get her to the City Hall before she changes her 
mind.” 

7) Lord_Phoenix95 wrote, “Blake Lively. If anyone can put 
up with Ryan Reynolds, then she has to be a very patient 
[delete ‘a’?].” 

Dustybrowncouch commented, “My answer is Ryan 
Reynolds, so this will work out well.” 

8) usser2327 wrote, “Aubrey Plaza.” 

27SwingAndADrive commented, “I would marry her and 
then divorce her, but only so I could marry her again.” 

9) SlimePrincess451 wrote, “Hugh Jackman. He just seems 
like a really sweet man. And very easy on the eyes.” 

196187917628671 wrote, “Back when the second X-men 
movie was about to start filming, I was walking my dog (RIP 
to the best girl there ever was) around a local golf course. 
She was rather indifferent to people overall, but certainly had 
some hesitations to guys with beards. It was a school day, so 
I was probably going around there at about 6:30am, and it 
was a 3.5km / 2.2 mile trail, so not too many people out that 
first thing in the morning. This guy goes jogging past us, and 
then stops suddenly and backtracks to where we are. He 
starts to ask if he can say ‘hi’ to my dog, and before I can 
even answer, he’s on his knees giving her pets and kisses, 
and surprisingly she’s giving him some kisses, too. He’s 
talking to her a little bit, and I hear the accent, but things 
don’t register right away (though I noted some odd facial 
hair). Get home and hear on the radio they are about to start 
filming again and it all clicks. My dog made out with Hugh 
Jackman.” 

Ulltimatespacewizard commented, “A buddy of mine 
worked on Logan, and said that Hugh Jackman took each 
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 department out to dinner and paid for everything. But the 
department my buddy worked in was only four people, so 
Hugh Jackman offered to bring them back to the cabin he 
was staying at and personally cook them dinner. He still 
provided an impressive spread, everything tasted amazing, 
and Hugh Jackman was apparently just the nicest guy.” 

disconathan commented, “I worked on Logan as well! He 
was such a gentleman. Quickly learned almost everyone’s 
names and he would buy scratch-off lottery tickets for 
almost the whole crew every day. I actually won $10 with 
one and he just looked so happy to see me so stoked about 
it. Only guy to make me question my sexuality.” 

banana_onmydesk wrote: 

“I ran into him once in Vancouver. Shared an elevator with 
him, and he just spontaneously asked how my day was 
going. Seemed genuinely interested, told him it was going 
great and asked how his day was going and he said he was 
having a great day, too, his co-workers on set were 
apparently amazing and he felt they were making his job 
easy. 

“That is my one and only celebrity encounter, and I hope I 
never have another. I’d hate to meet a celebrity who wasn’t 
as nice as him. 

“Edit: Patrick Stewart. If you’re reading this. I would not be 
opposed to hanging out with you. I will make an exception 
to my hope of never meeting another celebrity for you.”37 

 
37 Source: eeenee, “What celebrity would you marry if they asked you 
to without any date prior?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r6z5pz/what_celebrity_
would_you_marry_if_they_asked_you/ >. 
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 38. “What’s The Weirdest Thing You Were Afraid Of As 
A Kid?” 

The_Zuh wrote, “David Bowie’s crotch in Labyrinth. I don’t 
know why, but I used to be so terrified I’d grow a big bulge 
like that. I would run and look in the mirror just to make sure 
it wasn’t happening.” 

Lord_Dimwit_Flathead wrote: 

“This is the funniest shit I’ve ever read. 

“Just imagining this seven-year-old constantly checking his 
reflection in fear that he might develop BIG 
CONSPICUOUS JUNK.” 

The_Zuh wrote, “It scared me worse than Freddy Kruger.” 

BlackLetterLies wrote: 

“Freddy never scared me because there was always a little 
bit of humor there. Also even as a kid I was like, ‘It’s 
probably just some really nice guy under that makeup.’ 
Indeed, Robert Englund is often described as one of the 
friendliest gentlemen in Hollywood. 

“As far as Bowie, I was more scared of the ‘Dancing in the 
Streets’ video he did with Mick Jagger than any horror 
movie.” 

almostparent commented, “I’m so happy that after I posted 
this question on Reddit, the universe lined up for me to see 
this comment. That’s funny as hell. I’m glad you got over 
your giant David Bowie-bulge fear.”38 

 
38 Source: almostparent, “What’s the weirdest thing you were afraid of 
as a kid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r6z32n/whats_the_weir
dest_thing_you_were_afraid_of_as_a/ >. 
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 39. “How Many Serious Relationships Have You Had?” 

1) Wolfdreama wrote: 

“Four. I’m 44. 

“1 year — I was 17-18, he cheated. 

“4 years — had a kid, married him, divorced two and half 
years later. 

“3 years — super messy on and off. 

“17 years — I’m keeping this one!” 

2) Girlwithasling wrote: 

“What can I say, I kissed a few frogs. 

“I’m kidding, they are all lovely people who, besides the 
fifth one whom I married, just weren’t as good a romantic 
match as we first thought. You live, you learn, and you laugh 
at it later.” 

3) kmarielynn wrote, “One. I married them.” 

imikittyRage wrote, “Same. I didn’t start dating until 
college, but lucky for me, I hit the jackpot on the first try!” 

lillyrose2489 commented, “Same! It feels a little weird and 
more old fashioned than I am normally, but it wasn’t 
really on purpose … but I just didn’t have a boyfriend until 
I was 20, and he’s great soooo I guess I needed only the 
one!” 

Lynn_K commentd, “I feel you here. He was supposed to be 
my starter boyfriend whom I could lose my virginity to, but 
then I never needed to upgrade! <3” 
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 withthetapeandstring commented, “Never got around to 
getting a boyfriend (dated a fair amount but nobody who 
clicked) until 24 and now we’re engaged.”39 

40. “Have You Seen ‘Locker Room Talk’ Among Guys 
Firsthand? What Was It Like?” 

1) meeowchiha wrote, “This happened when I was 16. I was 
taking a nap in an empty classroom. A bunch of guys came 
in a while later and started playing some multiplayer game 
on their phones. I woke up but was too exhausted to leave so 
I just continued to lie with my head down. They thought I 
was sleeping and couldn’t hear them. Oh, boy. It was vile, 
chilling, and disgusting. These were boys I was friends with 
and used to respect. The 10 minutes I spent listening to them 
honestly changed the way I looked at men. Until then I 
genuinely believed that it was just older men who were sexist 
and misogynist and that the younger generations, especially 
my peers, saw me as an equal. All that changed.” 

cheebear12 commented, “It really does hurt you when this 
happens. I was 12 when boys switched from respecting me 
to total disrespect. I blamed it on hormones but society 
allows the disrespectful behavior. I still can’t get over how 
my ‘friends’ dropped me back then.” 

2) itmethetubulartit wrote, “I was waiting for the train and a 
group of railway workers were talking to each other about 
how much it sucks that raping women is illegal. They would 
do it all the time if they wouldn’t have to go to jail for it.” 

3) steffgoldblum wrote: 

 
39 Source: solenna, “How many serious relationships have you had?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 1 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r6ejur/how_many_ser
ious_relationships_have_you_had/ >. 
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 “I teach high school. It’s bad in grade 10 and sometimes 11. 
By grade 12, they’re a lot more mature and thoughtful about 
their words. I’m sure they’re not perfect, but a lot of 
development takes place in those intervening years. 

“As for what they say, it’s a lot of judging each other’s 
girlfriends/romantic interests. Sometimes they say gross 
jokes about sexual acts that they’ve done with women.” 

4) Janexa wrote: 

“Yeah I was in the boys’ locker room throughout all of 
school pre-transition. Still disgusted by it; it was all sex talk 
and pretending to be Nazis. 

“Also in a band with three guys now, and during rehearsals 
they sometimes waste rehearsal time for like half an hour or 
more to talk about what they’d do to random female mutual 
friends, say boomer-tier racist shit, toilet humour, ‘women 
have it so easy and they all want bad boys and money’ shit, 
asking if girls they’re talking about are ‘legal yet,’ etc., even 
though I’m there and clearly uncomfortable and just waiting 
for them to stop. 

“Worst thing is, I love making music with them, and one of 
the guys is my brother and I’m afraid to speak up because 
he’s gotten physical over small frustrations before. People 
have told me they mean none of it and it’s just them trying 
to appear tough to compensate for insecurities, but I doubt it 
sometimes.” 

duffbeerformeee commented, “Oof, come join my band 
instead. The trick to a good band is to have equal number of 
men, women, and gender non-conforming people. It seems 
to make the locker talk disappear. I started making a point of 
having other women in my band, and it’s worked wonders. 
There are too many awful men in the music scene.” 

5) LetsBeReal24 wrote: 
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 “The one that caught me most off guard, secondhand locker 
room talk if you will. 

“I used to work in hotel hospitality; we rented out spaces for 
parties, seminars, business meetings, all of that. I gave two 
men (one older, one younger) a tour of our rooms. They 
eventually booked with us and had their event. 

“I am a short woman, and these men were semi-tall in 
comparison. Our concierge comes up to me and tells me that 
the men wanted to ‘chat with me again’ because I was short 
enough for them to be able to look down my shirt. Yep. 
Absolutely disgusting. 

“Here I was doing my job, minding my own business and 
these grown-ass men were being disgusting all that time. I 
was really caught off guard and embarrassed, just YUCK. I 
thanked the concierge for letting me know and avoided them 
the rest of their stay. 

“Also worth noting that they assumed another man was as 
disgusting as they were. Which is why they told our 
concierge. The sad part is many men would have joined in 
that bullshit.” 

6) TenaciousToffee wrote: 

“I’m a former bartender, so I heard people’s bullshit all the 
time as they forget I’m there. 

“Probably the worst was a double-date situation and the 
women went to the restroom together. The one guy who 
brought this new date was saying how this is their third date 
and he’s gonna get sex one way or the other tonight, he’s not 
gonna take no for an answer. When they got back, he got 
really pointed with sexual jokes at her, and she was not 
having it and was uncomfortably dodging his touches and 
words. 
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 “She was buying the next round and when she came to pay, 
I wrote out what he said and said I noticed her discomfort 
and wanted to know if she was OK as she can stay here and 
we’ll get her an Uber home if he drove them. She said she 
insisted on driving herself and he doesn’t know where she 
lived for this reason. 

“She became a regular of my bar. I’ve thankfully never seen 
that dude again.” 

7) letsbeliars wrote, “My sophomore year of high school, I 
was the only girl in my agriculture class. This school was 
very small so there were only like ten people total in the 
class, including me. One day the teacher was out and we 
never got a sub so I spent the entire class with my head down. 
The boys proceeded to look up Kim Kardashian’s sex tape 
and play it on the smart board, and then discussed a variety 
of disgusting things like one of them doing anal with another 
girl at our school, etc. It was unsettling, for sure.”40 

  

 
40 Source: OrganicGas4568, “Have you seen ‘locker room talk’ 
amongst guys first hand? What was it like?” Reddit. AskWomen. 1 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r6euwo/have_you_see
n_locker_room_talk_amongst_guys_first/ >. 
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 Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “What Was The Most Horrific ‘Compliment’ A Man 
Has Ever Given You?” 

1) doubleupontongs wrote, “My partner and I were at a 
higher-end brunch buffet. I behaved as I usually do and our 
server goes, ‘Does she usually eat this well, sir?’ I was 
horrified and thought he was referring to a pet animal.” 

Tacoless_meat commented, “Terrible on so many levels.” 

doubleupontongs commented, “Agreed. The experience did 
bring us closer together, now I shamelessly stuff my face 
regardless where we go, and I’ve embraced my food-loving 
nature. Kinda beautiful, actually; bless that rude server.” 

GaiasDotter commented, “I eat until I’m full! I always gets 
judged for that. I have a higher metabolism than my partner 
so I eat more than him. Two-three times as much if I have 
exhausted a lot of energy.” 

doubleupontongs replied, “Ooh, I’m wondering if I also have 
a higher metabolism. I am a pretty small-framed / small-
figured person, though I can eat the same amount as one to 
three grown-ass football players. It’s always been that way 
for me. Girl, let’s double date; we’d put all the buffets in 
town out of business. Hahaha.” 

eparadoxical asked, “Was this possibly from a Korean 
person? ‘Eating well’ is a common compliment in Korean 
culture.” 

doubleupontongs replied, “Ooh, I appreciate this perspective 
and learning this. They were Caucasian and this was said 
with a smirk, leading to believe it was not done with the best 
intentions. Lol.” 

2) totallyrad16 wrote, “Not to me, but ‘I bet you were really 
attractive when you were young.’” 
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 Three3Jane commented, “Corollary: ‘You look really good 
… pause … for your age. Ouch. I’m 50, but not dead. Go 
fuck yourself. I mean, thank you, I guess? 

3) queenoreo wrote: 

“‘If I had the chance, I don’t think I could stop myself from 
fucking you.’ 

“Did you just say you’d rape me? Thankfully, the people I 
was with made it very clear he was no longer welcome.” 

4) celestialism wrote, “Always hilarious when men say to 
me, ‘I’d totally fuck you if you lost some weight,’ as if 
there’s any chance in hell I’d fuck them at any weight.” 

magicpenny commented, “The only correct response to this 
comment is, ‘If that’s not motivation to gain weight, I don’t 
know what is.’”41 

42. “Do You Ever Feel Like, Wanting To Cook, Be 
Emotional, Dress ‘Girly,’ Etc., Is Hard Because You 
Should Be Going For The ‘Strong Independent Women’ 
Vibe And Doing Those ‘Girly’ Things Appeals To A 
Male Ideal?” 

1) ChSar wrote, “I don’t think there’s anything wrong with 
any of that so long as you’re doing it for you and because 
you want to. A strong independent woman can do all that 
stuff, too. Right?” 

2) CatrionaShadowleaf wrote, “I spent a long time eating 
like shit because I was ‘supposed to’ learn to cook as a girl 
and I rebelled against it. Talk about cutting my nose off to 

 
41 Source: Tacoless_meat, “What was the most horrific ‘compliment’ a 
man has ever given you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 4 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r8vpli/what_was_the_
most_horrific_compliment_a_man_has/ >. 
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 spite my face. Don’t do what you’re supposed to, but don’t 
refuse to do something you need or want to do (EVERYONE 
SHOULD LEARN TO COOK, EVEN IF IT’S JUST 
SCRAMBLED EGGS) just because the patriarchy sucks. 
There are a ton of ways to fuck the patriarchy. Making 
yourself miserable is not one of them.” 

3) cyrancide wrote: 

“What defines a strong independent woman isn’t necessarily 
any of these things. It’s what she makes of herself and what 
makes her happy. 

“If you feel strong and content when you dress up, cook, 
clean, etc., then GO, YOU. If you feel strong and content 
when you wear sweatpants and oversized shirts, order out, 
do ‘girly’ shit at home, etc., then GO, YOU. It doesn’t matter 
what you do or how you live. 

“You don’t have to conform to any kind of lifestyle to be a 
‘strong independent woman.’ You just have to be happy. 
wear that dress, be emotional, cook, go fucking nuts, etc. It 
doesn’t matter once you’re doing it for you. Fuck what the 
patriarchy thinks and fuck everyone else, too. Do what 
makes you feel happy, comfortable, and secure.” 

4) KatesDT wrote: 

“Do what makes you happy. 

“Dress in what makes you happy. I love dresses and skirts so 
much. I love a vintage look. I love the ability to look so girly 
and cute with minimal effort. 

“Eat what makes you happy. Even if it’s not healthy to eat it 
every day, do what makes you happy. 

“Feminism is the ability to choose what makes you happy. 
Not to be forced to do shit because someone expects you to 
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 serve them. You do it because you want to and it makes you 
happy. 

“Don’t change who you are to make someone happy. Your 
authentic self is enough for the people who truly love you. 
Find people who celebrate what makes you happy. Anyone 
who cannot support your happiness in whatever way you 
find it, doesn’t deserve you.” 

5) booprecht wrote, “I think that’s internalized misogyny. 
I’ve often thought that being feminine meant I was being 
weak. But it’s not. Feminism is the fight to do whatever the 
f**k we want, including dressing up and looking adorable.” 

CrankyLittleKitten said: 

“Hit the nail on the head. 

“It was the weirdest sensation when I voluntarily gave up my 
job to be a stay-at-home mum for a few years, feeling guilty 
almost like the 1950s called and wants its gender stereotypes 
back. I had so many arguments with myself about it being ok 
to take pride in having a tasty dinner prepared when husband 
got home because I’d freely chosen that lifestyle and not had 
it forced by social expectations and I didn’t have feel guilty 
for enjoying it.”42 

 
42 Source: OverContest, “Do you ever feel like, wanting to cook, be 
emotional, dress ‘girly,’ etc, is hard because you should be going for 
the ‘strong independent women’ vibe & doing those things appeals to a 
male ideal … sometimes I just want to cry and wear a dress without 
feeling like I’m appeasing the patriarchy. WHY?” Reddit. AskWomen. 
4 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r9311f/do_you_ever_
feel_like_wanting_to_cook_be/ >. 
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 43. “What’s A Major Example Of The Butterfly Effect 
That’s Occurred In Your Life?” 

1) Zeiserl wrote, “I accidentally ran a red light on my bike. 
Ended up getting married.” 

PeakRepresentative14 asked, “How? Asking for a friend 
who might want to run a red light after reading this 
comment.” 

Zeiserl replied: 

“Lol. I think it might not work for everyone like that, but if 
you get caught running a red light in Germany (even if it’s 
on a bike, not a car) and have a new driver’s license, they 
will send you back to driving school. 

“Which is exactly what happened to me. I then forgot to 
book the driving lessons until I got a written warningthat if I 
didn’t complete them until the end of the quarter, I’d lose my 
license. So I went and booked the only ones available on 
such a short term. One of them was on my birthday. For that 
day, I had tickets for a concert together with my sister. I sold 
my ticket on Facebook and an old friend from university 
bought it. He went to the concert with my sister on my 
birthday and she, being the excellent wing-woman that she 
is, convinced him to ask me out. 

“And that’s how I started dating my now-husband. All in all, 
this whole bullshit cost me around €700, but I’d say it was 
totally worth it. (Oh, and I got my license back.)” 

2) NapalmNikki wrote, “If I hadn’t gotten hurt at work, I 
never would’ve met my husband. I worked in a big factory 
and sprained my wrist. They put me on light duty where he 
worked, which was on the other side of the factory, and 
eventually I was promoted there permanently. Eight months 
later we were married and have been happily married for 
seven years now.” 
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 3) SarNic88 wrote: 

“My husband and I broke up a month after first dating 
because it just wasn’t the right time. I was devastated. 

“About three months later, my friends finally managed to 
drag me out for an evening to get me out of my slump and 
who do we run into but him! Equally on a night out with a 
friend to get him out of his slump of not being with me! 

“It wasn’t a place we went to together or one I would expect 
him to go to, but we got to talking and it all came out about 
how we both regretted not giving us more of a chance. It was 
last-minute timing as I was moving away for university the 
following week so if we hadn’t have met back up by accident 
then, I’m not sure we ever would have done. 

“We got back together, later moved in together, and have 
now been with each other for 15 years and will celebrate our 
10-year wedding anniversary next year.”43 

44. “Women Of Reddit, What Are Some Green Flags A 
Guy Can Have?” 

BillEvansTrioFan wrote: 

“When we first met, he gave me his business card with his 
cell phone on it. He didn’t ask me for any of my contact 
information. He left the prospect of future contact totally up 
to me. 

 
43 Source: BREADNOBUTTER, “What’s a major example of the 
butterfly effect that’s occurred in your life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ra1b7h/whats_a_majo
r_example_of_the_butterfly_effect/ >. 
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 “We’ve been a couple for three years now.”44 

45. “What’s A Non-COVID Reason That You Like 
Wearing A Mask For?” 

AUSTRALIA_IS_MADE_UP wrote, “When this all started, 
I noticed women making eye contact with me more than 
normal. Then I figured it out: I’m a six-foot-tall guy in 
decent shape, nice hair, and a face like a chimpanzee. With 
the mask, I look like I could be attractive.” 

QueenOfTheDill commented, “Same here as a blonde girl. 
My face is boring so before masks nobody would even 
glance at me, but now I catch really attractive guys doing 
double takes at me. Lol. It feels nice for a second until I 
realize it wouldn’t be happening without the mask.” 

TheCowzgomooz commented, “Look at it this way, maybe 
the mask gives you a chance to charm them before they make 
assumptions using your face.” 

Ramdomfactoid42 commented, “I’ve found myself noticing 
women’s eyes a lot more than before. I’ve given a few 
women with particularly attractive eyes a double-take once 
or twice.”45 

 
44 Source: Zestyssilver-778, “Women of Reddit, what are some green 
flags a guy can have?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/raxqtd/women_of_redd
it_what_are_some_green_flags_a_guy/ >. 
45 Source: VerySlump, “What’s a non-covid reason that you like 
wearing a mask for?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rb062v/whats_a_nonco
vid_reason_that_you_like_wearing_a/ >. 
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 46. “What Is Something, Good Or Bad, That Changed 
When Moving In With A Significant Other That You 
Didn’t Consider Beforehand?” 

1) 0l0l00l wrote: 

“The division of chores. My chores are now halved to only 
the ones I like to do. My husband cooks, which I hate doing, 
and I clean after dinner, which I find somewhat relaxing. I 
hate taking out the trash and he hates folding laundry so we 
do the thing we mind the least. 

“Also, once income is combined, you have double the 
spending money because the cost of living together vs. living 
alone is much more cost-effective so it frees up money to do 
other things.” 

Emmy_kp asked, “Any downsides?” 

0l0l00l answered, “None that I can think of. With my 
husband there was still an adjustment period, but for the 
most part it’s a money and time saver to live with someone 
who is compatible with you.” 

Lassershark commented, “Seriously! Chores got chopped in 
half. Mortgage got chopped in half. And all the little things 
I used to have to pay for myself also got chopped in half, and 
they sure do add up — Amazon Prime, Spotify, internet, 
HBO Go, etc.” 

Escapethgeshape commented, “About the chores: it’s very 
nice that you can split them up. A downside to me is that a 
part of your relationship becomes about practical stuff like 
doing chores. If you don’t live together, you basically only 
spend the fun moments together. Once you move in together, 
all the stuff like doing groceries, taking the garbage out, 
paying bills … enter into the equation.” 
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 2) greenhippiecat wrote, “Having alone time. I work from 
home full-time during the week but during that time I’m 
working, then when my boyfriend gets home I’m with him 
— rarely do I have alone time to just sit and think, meditate 
in the quiet, watch whatever crap I want, etc. It’s not always 
easy to do my own thing when he’s home because he likes 
to talk and keep the TV on while I like the silence and quiet. 
Something I’m still figuring out at 1.5 years living together 
so far.” 

3) FreeAlexandria wrote, “I never realized how obsessed I 
was about keeping my living space tidy. I thought that it was 
normal to want to pick up things after you’re done with them. 
I hadn’t considered that.” 

4) WhaleMustache wrote, “Different waking-up 
requirements. He needs 10 different alarms at a loud 
squacking volume to slowly wake him up over a long time. 
I like to gently arise with the sun.” 

dearghewls commented, “That’s the exact situation with my 
boyfriend and I currently. It makes me wanna launch his 
phone across the room every single morning.” 

5) Sassenatch wrote, “How much stuff he uses / eats / needs. 
It’s fine now after 25 years, but I still remember being 
shocked at how fast everything ran out.” 

Shadowchani commented: 

“I relate to this so much! 

“I lived with a girl before as flatmates, but we always cooked 
together and did laundry together and so on. And back then 
a dish I would make would last us for two days at least, 
sometimes even a little breakfast leftover for one of us on 
day 3. 
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 “Now with my fiancée when I do the same dish, it’s gone 
within one evening. This is so frustrating because we don’t 
have huge pots to just cook double portions, and I can’t look 
forward anymore to eating my favorite foods for two whole 
days. At the first time the realization hit that I won’t have 
anything of this food for tomorrow, I was really heartbroken. 

“But we’ve been living together now for almost three years 
so I’ve gotten used to sharing everything. And if I tell him 
that I bought a specific snack for me, then he won’t touch it. 
That’s something. :)” 

6) randomquestions2022 wrote: 

“My eating habits changed a lot when I moved in with my 
first husband (for the worse). 

“I had this idea that we needed to eat the same meals at the 
same times. However, he was a large-framed man and liked 
meat-heavy meals. I am a small-framed woman and prefer 
seafood and vegetarian meals. 

“Needless to say, I gained weight! It came off once we 
separated and I lived alone again and could eat how I 
pleased. 

“Now I live with my current husband (who is another meat 
eater, and even larger-framed than the ex) and we keep our 
eating habits separate. We simply do not have the same 
dietary requirements at all, and trying to match them would 
be detrimental to our health.” 

7) Snoo_68800 wrote, “If you buy something from the 
grocery store as a special treat for yourself, eat it within the 
first five minutes of getting home or the entire thing will be 
gone when you go to have some. Hiding doesn’t help. Men 
can’t find the fucking ketchup bottle sitting right on the shelf 
in the fridge but they immediately find the box of chocolates 
you hid in ridiculous places they have no reason to look in.” 
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 8) breazealke1 wrote, “For the record, I love my Significant 
Other more than anything in the world. BUT … For 10 years, 
I came home to my dog. My house looked exactly the same 
as when I left it. I never had junk food in the house, so I’ve 
gained 30 pounds because he loves it so I eat it because it’s 
there. My diet of cheese and champagne was delightful, 
thank you very much. I spent $2500 on a TV that I rarely get 
to watch Friends reruns on, because, boy, TV and alone time 
with the aforementioned is few and far between. Thank 
goodness I work for a huge company that owns a jillion 
hotels so I can send him and his son on ‘SUPER FUN 
WEEKEND TRIPS, HOORAY!’ Which leaves me to 
champagne and cheese for two days. And, OMG, the clutter. 
Don’t even get me started on the mother!&!?ing clutter.”46 

47. “Mothers, What Is The Most Embarrassing Thing 
Your Child Has Ever Done?” 

FormerFruit, the Original Poster, added: “What has your kid 
ever done in public that left you mortified? Tell the story and 
make us laugh.” 

1) abv1401 wrote: 

“So my toddler was in daycare and somehow picked up that 
it’s a thing to yell ‘QUIET!’ to stop someone from talking. 
For a little while, he went through a phase of attempting to 
say it to me, whenever I denied him something. Lol. So far 
unfortunate, but not too bad, right? Well here’s where the 
problem comes in: 

 
46 Source: dearghewls, “What is something, good or bad, that changed 
when moving in with an SO that you didn’t consider before hand?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 7 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rbal21/what_is_somet
hing_good_or_bad_that_changed_when/ >. 
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 • He was two, so was still mispronouncing many words, and 
liked to switch around consonants a lot. 

• We’re German, so quiet is Ruhe. 

• Hure is the German word for demeaning W-word for 
female prostitute that I can’t say here. 

“Cue my two-year-old, at the top of his lungs, accidentally 
calling me a w-word for saying no to him about buying the 
sweets at the grocery store checkout.” 

Note by David Bruce: The demeaning w-word is “whore.” 

lasersharks69 commneted: 

“I saw a post on Instagram the other day, wish I could find 
it. A girl wanted to welcome home her nurse mother with a 
message written in huge letters on the sidewalk to the house: 
‘A hero lives here!’ 

“Except she whoopsied the letters and wrote, ‘A HORE 
LIVES HERE!’” 

2) rebeccaautumn wrote: 

“When my daughter was four, we ended up watching the 
Strip Olympics. 

“Now I know what you’re thinking, that’s pretty far out to 
watch the Strip Olympics with your four-year-old daughter, 
BUT let me explain: 

• It’s mostly critiquing the dance routines. 

• None of the ladies take their clothes off. 

“So I didn’t think it much of it when we watched it together 
and had a good time. 

“Well … 
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 “A day after watching these Olympics, my sister (who is a 
prude) took her on a auntie’s day out and this included a trip 
to Value Village. While browsing, in a packed Value Village 
she casually asked my daughter what she wanted to be when 
she grew up. My daughter in a loud and proud voice told her 
she was going to be a ‘pole dancer.’ The following ensued: 
Everyone in close hearing distance rubbernecked, the nearest 
person spit out his coffee, and others started laughing out 
loud. My sister was mortified. Had to flee the knickknack 
section and hide in the women’s purses section until she was 
sure she could escape persecution. 

“Hahaha! I died laughing when she angrily pulled up to the 
house yelling at me why am I letting my children watch 
stripping. Good times. Love kids. 

“It’s not my embarrassing story per se, but it has to do with 
my kid and I still giggle thinking about it from time to time.” 

3) FireRescue3 wrote: 

“I am a frequent patient at Mayo Clinic. It’s a 12-hour trip 
from our home. 

“My parents cared for our son while we were away. My mom 
went to pick him up at daycare. A new employee didn’t 
recognize her, so she asked my child if he knew her. 

“He said no, thinking it would be funny and they would all 
laugh and go on. 

“My mom was shocked, and obviously insisted she did. My 
child was taken away from the stranger attempting to pick 
him up. 

“My mom was crying; my child was insisting he has no idea 
who she was. 
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 “Thankfully, the secretary walked by and vouched for Mom, 
while pulling out our information that specifically said she 
had permission to pick him up.” 

4) katewastoolate wrote, “When my daughter was in 
kindergarten, a pair of my lacy black underwear ended up in 
the leg of her pants in the dryer. She didn’t realize until 
Circle Time at school. She pulled them out, thought it was 
hilarious and announced it to her entire class. It was 
Conference Week, so I had to look her teacher in the eye a 
few days after and pretend she didn’t just send my underwear 
home in a zip-lock bag.” 

everyfiredies commented, “That’s amazing. I teach fifth 
graders and my teaching assistant had her little girl’s 
underwear stuck in her shirt one day. She came back to her 
desk to find them sitting on the chair and of course all the 
kids went wild.” 

5) queenoreo wrote: 

“My husband was in Atlanta for work meetings for a week. 
On Friday I flew with our four-year-old to ATL [Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport] from Milwaukee and 
we were leaving ATL and going on vacation. Kid and I get 
to his hotel and my husband had forgotten to leave us a key, 
so he came down to the desk with one of the VPs to handle 
things. He introduces us, we shake hands and then he greets 
the kid. Kid, cute as all get out, shakes his hand, tells him his 
name, and then WIPES HIS HAND ON HIS PANTS and 
says, ‘Oh, I got some black on me.’ 

“My entire brain goes blank, I want to fall through the floor. 
What in the actual fuck did this child say? VP responds, 
‘Nah, man, that’s just my skin” and completely laughs it off 
as ‘haha, kids!’ 

“My best friend, his auntie, his godmother, is Asian. Her 
boyfriend, black. My husband’s entire work team, not a 
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 single white person except my husband. Literally this child 
has been surrounded by all kinds of people since the day he 
was born. I have no idea what in the holy hell made him say 
it. But legit, I could have died.” 

queenoreo added, “I promise, 17 years later, that he turned 
out just fine, not a racist bone in his body.” 

6) nothematurestadult wrote: 

“One of my sons absolutely refused to wear clothing. 

“We would have people come over for various reasons and 
you could guarantee my son would walk outside in his 
birthday suit at least once. 

“He was about eight by the time he started at least putting on 
underwear to randomly walk outside. 

“Once he hit puberty, he finally started wearing shorts. 

“He’s in his 20s now and still wears shirts when he has to, 
otherwise he walks around in basketball shorts and flip-
flops. 

“Also one of my kids pronounced ‘fork’ as ‘fuck’ and 
another pronounced ‘fish’ as ‘bish,’ which sounded like 
‘bitch’ to most people.” 

7) drakiedoodle wrote: 

“My (now 19-year-old) oldest son would raise his arms up 
to any guy (between 15-100) and say, ‘Daddy! Daddy … 
Daddy?’ when he was between the ages of six months and 
three years old. 

“I would get so embarrassed. Like dammit, kid, you know 
who your daddy is, and you see him every night when he 
gets home from work. 
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 “I heard tons of nasty comments about how it was sad I 
didn’t have a father for my baby.” 

8) okambishi wrote: 

“My daughter was a complete mess as a toddler. Insisted on 
picking out her own clothes. She never wore matching socks 
or matching shoes — her shoes were always on the wrong 
feet. She also had a favorite red wagon that she absolutely 
had to take with her everywhere to keep her ‘treasures.’ 

“Picture this: a 2 ½-year-old wearing one Doc Marten shoe, 
one sneaker, mismatched knee-high socks, a pink tutu and 
black shirt with a fire truck on it and remnants of her 
breakfast and pig tails with Cheerios from breakfast (because 
she is a big girl and can clean herself up). 

“We were visiting good friends of ours who encouraged her 
to be herself and there is nothing wrong with that, etc. 

“She also had a speech impediment. She couldn’t make the 
‘TR’ sound. Every time she saw a truck, she would jump up 
and down scream with excitement, ‘A fuck, a fuck, 
moooommmmmyyyy, aaaa biiig fuck.’ Then there was the 
‘fire fuck,’ ‘dum[p] fuck,’ etc. 

“Oh, my sweet baby. Luckily she outgrew all that.” 

9) tiredapplestar wrote, “My daughter kept making fart 
noises and in a state of frustration, I told her that she’s 
making her mouth sound like her butthole. She told her 
teacher what I said. Thankfully, her teacher thought it was 
funny!” 

10) LycheeEyeballs wrote: 

“Oh, there’s so many to choose from. 

“How about reoccurring embarrassment during potty 
training whenever I’d take her into a public washroom? I 
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 wouldn’t even be pooping and she’d holler, ‘Nice poop, 
Mommy!’ and would clap her little hands. 

“Actually I have some that come hand in hand with being a 
same-sex parent. 

“While we were out trick or treating this year, one friendly 
dad told her to take a candy for her mommy and then another 
one for her daddy. This kid looked him dead in the eyes and 
flatly said, ‘I don’t have a dad.’ The man guiltily shoved a 
handful of candy in her bucket for that one. 

“Like, I’m not a widow or single mom, no shame in that of 
course, but goddamn, kiddo. You have two parents and 
telling folks you have no dad isn’t quite the way to go about 
it.” 

11) No-Seat-5227 wrote: 

“So not mother but legal guardian to my brother who has 
Down Syndrome. Well, when he was younger, he always 
carried random objects in his pockets for a few weeks. 
Sometimes a fork, screwdriver, markers, anything to fidget 
with.  

“Well, on his birthday I stopped in his class to take pizza and 
cake and I walk in and see him with my purple vibrator 
buzzing on his cheek. I tried to play it cool and ask him for 
it; he refused. I didn’t want anyone to notice my 
embarrassment, so I tried to ask him nicely, but he kept 
saying no. I started pulling it and he’s pretty strong so 
refused to let me have it. Then I tried to snatch it and he starts 
saying mine while it’s buzzing.  

“His teacher comes over and says, ‘Ooo, he’s been bringing 
that to school for a while.’ She asked him to give it to me. 
He’s angry at this point and she offers him other stuff. The 
aides step in and try to help with huge smiles. At this point 
my face is hot, and I’m trying to be cool.  
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 “When I finally manage to pull it out of his hands, he’s 
screaming-angry and I say I have to go quickly. It was awful 
that I left him at school upset on his birthday. Super 
embarrassing.  

“I still get flashbacks of seeing him with it buzzing on his 
cheek to this day.” 

12) GimmeTwoEmmylou wrote, “My two-year-old has 
fallen in love with the F and S words, so he’ll scream them 
out when we go out somewhere. Thanks to that, I no longer 
curse.” 

PaddlesOwnCanoe commented: 

“LOL! My mom told me she stopped cussing in front of me 
when I was about three. We were going somewhere in the 
car and something happened where she had to take a hard 
swerve to avoid another car. 

“She said before she could open her mouth to say anything, 
a little, feminine voice in the back seat yelled, ‘JESUS 
CHRIST!’ 

“She never cursed in front of me again until I was 18.” 

13) secondarysarah wrote: 

“I lived apart from my husband for a while when he was in 
the military. During that time I lived with family in our 
hometown and shared a bed with our daughter, who was 
three or four at the time. 

“She used to wake up before me and get into stuff. One 
morning she opened my contact case and lost my contacts. 
Another time she opened a bottle of black nail polish and 
painted the side of my nightstand. 

“One morning, though, she got a hold of my phone. The 
night before I had recorded a … romantic … video of myself 
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 to send to my husband. My lovely, sweet daughter sent that 
video to all the contacts I’d recently messaged, and a couple 
people at the top of the list whose names start with an ‘A.’ 

“The list of recipients included my sister, my sister-in-law, a 
guy friend from work, my landlord, and another guy friend 
I’d known since elementary school.” 

I’m still mortified when I think about it and it’s been over 10 
years since then. I haven’t decided if I’ll tell my daughter 
about it one day.47 

48. “What’s Your Funniest Home Video?” 

huewutm8 wrote, “I was drunk as fuck watching my parents’ 
house when they were on vacation, woke up the next 
morning to a video my mom sent me, I was taking out the 
trash and dropped my phone in with the trash. I’m in my 
boxers trying to get my phone out of the trash can. My drunk 
ass falls into the garbage can, and I had a hell of a time 
getting myself out. I remember none of it. My mom proceeds 
to send that video to the rest of my family … and extended 
family … and some family friends. Scary, no … but pretty 
hilarious.” 

gambler328 commented, “Your mom is awesome. That’s 
funny as hell.”48 

 
47 Source: FormerFruit, “Mothers, what is the most embarrassing thing 
your child has ever done?” Reddit. AskWomen. 8 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rbt80v/mothers_what
_is_the_most_embarrassing_thing_your/ >. 
48 Source: wigglytunadiddler, “Redditors who have a ring doorbell, 
what’s the creepiest thing you have caught on it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rc9943/redditors_who_
have_a_ring_doorbell_whats_the/ >. 
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 49. “What’s The Most Romantic Thing Your Partner 
Has Done For You?” 

Waste-Atmosphere6200, the original poster of this question, 
added, “I’m a sucker for lovey-dovey things and am in the 
Lonely Hearts Club, so would love to torture myself reading 
your cute experiences. :)” 

1) Candid_moon wrote, “I am a slow eater. It legit takes me 
one hour to finish two slices of a medium-sized pizza (12-
inch diameter). My ex was a fast eater. He used to pretend-
eat to make sure that we finish at the same time. This 
continued for three years. I never noticed until he pointed it 
out.” 

2) Ragin_Paigin wrote, “Oh, got one! Took me a second. I 
used to work at a drive-thru coffee shop, usually I’d start at 
5:00am. My boyfriend would detour every morning on his 
way to work at 9:00am to give me a kiss. He became the 
work boyfriend; we all waited for 9 to roll around and kept 
an eye out for the little black Mazda.” 

Ragin_Paigin added, “He’s a sweetie, we’d see the black 
Mazda in the cameras and his caramel latte would be ready 
at the window — ‘The boyfriend is hereeeeeee.’ Don’t think 
he realised how much better he made all of our mornings.” 

3) StVirgin wrote: 

“I’m not in a relationship right now, but I’ve had partners 
doing romantic things for me. 

*read me to sleep every night (ex-husband) 

*brought me coffee to bed every morning (boyfriend) 

*serenaded me with a full band behind my window (my first 
boyfriend) 
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 *made a huge romantic production out of the act of 
proposing (ex-husband) 

“But I think an action that stands out the most was a guy who 
noticed that I was being overwhelmed by a situation and 
simply took over the cooking process I was in the middle of. 
That game was strong and so necessary in that moment.” 

4) Zoo_In_The_Bathtub wrote: 

“Oh, it’s so hard to pick … Despite having a tough exterior, 
my husband is quite the romantic. 

Let’s see … 

*For a wedding gift he gave me a necklace engraved with 
the coordinates of where we first met and a custom CD of 
love songs 

*He always tries to get me things in my favorite color 

*When our daughter was born, he gave me a framed image 
of the constellations on the night she was born 

*On the day she was born, he gave me a mother / daughter 
necklace 

*He gave me a piano after I mentioned a few times how 
much I would love to learn 

*He feeds my Tolkien addiction (like really goes out of his 
way for unique finds) 

*The day he proposed was a complete surprise. I came home 
to a dozen long-stem roses, a candlelit dinner and dessert, 
then he asked me to marry him with the most beautiful ring 
I’ve ever seen 

*I still have a note I carry in my wallet where he says he has 
ordered me pizza and lemonade for dinner so I don’t have to 
cook 



 113 

 

 “Honestly, the list could go on for a long time. Lol.” 

5) Savasane wrote: 

“Trigger Warning: self-harm. 

“I was not in my best mental state in my early years of 
college and I used to have sex with random guys, but there 
is one guy who kissed my self-harm scars and my stretch 
marks after sex. As a person who hated her body, I felt most 
loved at that moment.” 

6) resttlessbitchface wrote: 

“This isn’t going to be your typical romantic answer. 

“I struggle with alcohol abuse. I am working to get better, 
but my path has not been linear. Lots of setbacks and starting 
over. I’ve ended up in the hospital four times from 
withdrawal symptoms. 

“Every single time, he holds me. Sits with me for hours on 
end. Reads to me while I’m trying to quell my anxiety 
because he knows the sound of his voice soothes me. He 
understands that it’s a process and reassures me that 
everyone has their own demons and struggles. 

“Never once has he berated me. Never once has he thrown a 
relapse in my face. Never once has he given me an ultimatum 
(although TBH [to be honest], he probably should have). 
Never even raised his voice at me. 

“So maybe this isn’t romance in the typical sense, but it sure 
feels like it to me.” 

7) chingonalocaa wrote, “When we broke up for a little 
[while?], he learned some Spanish and told my Mexican 
mother he loved me and asked for her forgiveness for 
breaking my heart.” 
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 8) BBMcBeadle wrote, “Shoveled the driveway when it had 
a foot of ridiculously heavy snow and cleaned off my car. I 
love flowers, but I hate snow more.” 

9) candy211010 wrote, “For me, it’s small things that let me 
know that they pay attention. My partner knows I love 
Christmas, decorations, celebrating, etc. He’s never been 
super into it, though. I came home on Tuesday and he greeted 
me at the door with our dog that had reindeer antlers on him! 
It was cute and sweet and honestly I think it’s just about the 
little things sometimes.”49 

50. “What’s Your Tried And Tested Way To Get Rid Of 
A Creep?” 

1) LittleRedCarnation wrote:  

“I like giving guys the number to a local police station or 
sexual assault hotline. 

“Once this guy would not leave me alone, so I vomited on 
him. I have a very sensitive gag reflux and can trigger it 
easily without having to shove anything down my throat. He 
had me cornered and wouldn’t let me leave so I barfed on 
him. It was very effective.” 

2) deepfriedmilhouse wrote, “I don’t shave my armpits, so 
stretching, pointing, waving to a friend. The Venn diagram 
of guys who try to corner you in a bar or club and guys who 
are repulsed by bodies that don’t look like porn is basically 
a circle.” 

3) like_so_cute wrote: 

 
49 Source: Waste-Atmosphere6200, “What’s the most romantic thing 
your partner has done for you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 11 Deceember 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rdw9u1/whats_the_m
ost_romantic_thing_your_partner_has/ >. 
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 “If he’s saying creepy stuff in my ear around a bunch of 
people, keep saying, ‘What? WHAT?’ louder and louder. 

“One time a guy who gave off super bad vibes wouldn’t stop 
trying to get me a drink until I said, ‘Oh, sorry, I don’t drink 
because alcohol gives me really bad diarrhea.’” 

4) WryWaifu wrote, “Tell him that I’m only looking for a 
husband at the moment, and that I’m remaining celibate until 
marriage.” 

5) ableapries wrote, “Hawk a loogie into your hand and lick 
it up. Gross, but it fucking worked.” 

alliikudaa commented, “Lmao. This tactic does work, 
though. One guy was hitting on me and I couldn’t get him 
off, so I just gave the worst, ugliest, chortle laugh I could at 
some stupid joke and I saw the repulsion flash across his 
face. So gold. He left me alone after.” 

6) Sweet_pea_girl wrote: 

“Slowly and exaggeratedly looking him up and down, then 
making eye contact and saying, ‘No thanks, mate,’ works 
pretty well. You have to include a ‘you’re gross’ kind of 
facial expression for the full effect. 

“My most recent one I was tired, fed up and couldn’t be 
bothered to be smart, so I just told him that he was boring 
and needed to go away.” 

7) PoisonErin wrote, “When possible, I’ve learned to ask for 
help. Could be a bouncer, bartender, other bar patron, friend. 
People will usually help you if you ask.” 

8) Conscious_Block_6186 wrote: 

“My friend and I were walking back home and this bunch of 
dudes were following us. We were quite small at that time 
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 — 11- to 12-year-olds — but we were smart enough to 
understand that they shouldn’t know where we live. 

“There was a guy on his cycle , who had stopped near a store. 
He seemed decent enough and he was older than the dudes 
following us. We told him about the situation, and he went 
over to talk to those guys. 

“They stopped following us. God bless the guy.”50 

51. “What’s The Most Intimate Thing In A Relationship 
That’s Not Sexual?” 

Smasherjp wrote, “Taking care of your significant other 
when they can no longer care for themselves.” 

Danydud3 commented, “This is how I know my 
grandparents loved each other. My grandmother had a stroke 
in 1996 and couldn’t walk or talk anymore, and my 
grandfather did everything for her and took care of her until 
she passed away in 2016.” 

RexIsAMiiCostume commented: 

“My grandfather had Parkinson’s and myasthenia gravis, 
which both impacted his mobility and coordination. Later, 
[…] dementia. My grandmother took care of him throughout 
it all. She couldn’t do it all herself, since she’s old and has a 
bad back and can’t lift his weight and all that, but she sure 
tried to do everything herself. Getting her to accept in-home 
caregivers was a real pain. 

“Even with the caregivers there, though, she worked really 
hard to take care of him.” 

 
50 Source: anon_non_nom, “What’s your tried and tested way to get rid 
of a creep?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/reak0z/whats_your_tr
ied_and_tested_way_to_get_rid_of_a/ >. 
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 dnbroo wrote, “I give your grandmother props. Same 
situation for my grandparents except my grandma was the 
one who had Parkinson’s. My grandpa gave so much effort 
and took care of her for 20 years through all of the ups and 
downs. Even though my grandpa was still strong, his back 
was not capable of dealing with the weight. Turns out it was 
also a pain to get him to accept in-home care. Once he did, 
though, he was able to get some freedom for himself for the 
first time in a long time.” 

psiilome commented, “My wife was a physical therapist, a 
healer, with hands-on contact with patients multiple times a 
day. She had a lot of younger female associates in the dating 
scene, and her matter-of-fact Mother Hen advice to them 
was, ‘If you can’t see yourself wiping his ass for him, then 
you shouldn’t be with him.’ She died three months ago of a 
malignant brain tumor. I was her primary caretaker for 18 
months, and I was with her when she passed. You got my 
upvote, Smasherjp.” 

kingtristan96 commented, “I was hospitalized for multiple 
weeks with a chronic illness and originally they thought I 
had a heart attack. (I’m 25.) My girlfriend was with me the 
entire time, and she literally had to wipe my ass for me more 
than once. Once I was fully recovered, the first thing I did 
was pop the question and we are getting married in a few 
months. I can’t tell you how appreciative I was for her and I 
am sure how appreciative your wife was of you, you are a 
good man.” 

psilome commented, “Thanks for that, sounds like you’re 
better, glad to hear you put a ring on it, and congrats to you 
both!” 

kingtristan96 responded, “Yes, I am a lot better. It’s 
something I will have to manage for the rest of my life, but 
it is under control and it is no longer life threatening, thank 
god. Also, thank you so much! We are both very excited!” 
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 the_ting_hasawakened commented, “‘I promise to wipe 
your ass when you no longer can’ should be in everyone’s 
wedding vows.” 

jerseygirl2006 commented, “Although this turned out well, 
luckily, my husband and I got legally married at the 
courthouse on Friday the 13th in 2020, and three days after 
that he started showing signs of / ended up testing positive 
for COVID. That ‘in sickness and in health’ part got put to 
the test quickly.” 

canulendmeajaroflove commended: 

“While I was in labour with our youngest at the hospital, my 
water had broken and it was like an insane amount of 
amniotic fluid and my partner just casually changed my pad 
while I was lying on the bed in triage. 

“And he’s usually pretty squeamish / not down to talk about 
such things. It was very sweet and heartwarming.” 

wiingrabbit said, “And to be the one who is taken care of. I 
had to go through several tough surgeries after an awful sport 
accident, and I was not capable of doing some really basic 
stuff on my own for a while. And oh, God, I never thought 
how hard it would be to ACCEPT care like this from my 
wife. That moment when she helped me in the washroom, 
while a couple of months before I had been a sportsman and 
loved to literally carry her in my arms.” 

goodoldyoung commented, “I did this for my husband who 
almost died. He tried to take care of himself in the hospital, 
but I didn’t let that happen. He proposed to me after that. He 
said it was that moment that sealed the deal for him and knew 
he had to marry me.” 

NarcolepticKnitter commented, “A few months into our 
relationship, I woke up in the middle of the night with a 
really nasty GI [gastrointestinal] illness. I locked myself in 
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 the bathroom all night, alternating between moaning on the 
floor and shitting my brains out. My then-boyfriend (now-
husband) felt bad that I wouldn’t let him tend to me in the 
bathroom, so he brought his pillow and blanket and slept on 
the floor on the other side of the door all night. I knew then 
he was a keeper.”51 

52. “What Is Your Best ‘It’s A Small World’ Story?” 

1) Leather-Let-5942 wrote: 

“I’ve known since I was a child that I was adopted. I went to 
a summer camp programme when I was in fourth or fifth 
grade. In the camp, there was this really cool girl named Zoe, 
and we became great friends. I was disappointed when she 
left that summer.  

“When I’m 21, my mom gives me a letter from my biological 
mother, I do some quick Googling, we get in touch, my bio 
mom and I get along great, she asks if I’d be okay meeting 
her kids (my half-bros and -sisters), I’m ecstatic at the 
prospect of having more siblings … so I show up at the Olive 
Garden, and motherfucking Zoe from summer camp is 
sitting in the booth with my bio mom. 

“TL;DR: For a summer, I was best friends with my own 
sister.” 

2) BlackCaaaaat wrote: 

“I’m an Australian, and many years ago I dated a cute 
American guy. Things cooled down between us after an 
embarrassing sexual experience: We were getting it on a few 

 
51 Source: baby_darkp, “What’s the most intimate thing in a 
relationship that’s not sexual?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 December 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rexp9e/whats_the_mos
t_intimate_thing_in_a_relationship/ >. 



 120 

 

 days before my period was due, and something just didn’t 
feel right for either of us. So he pulled out, and there was a 
giant blood clot just sitting on his dick, giving zero fucks. I 
can’t stress how big this Clotzilla was, I never ever passed a 
bigger one even after giving birth. 

“At the time I was mortified, but as time went on, I started to 
see the whole experience as amusing. I found myself re-
telling my story on LiveJournal’s ‘Too Much Info’ 
community about eight years after it happened, and one of 
the commenters said, ‘Hey, this story sounds really similar 
to one I’ve heard from one of my friends who banged some 
Australian chick.’ We went to private messaging to confirm 
the details, and sure enough they were indeed friends with 
the same guy. 

“Giant fucking clot, small fucking world.” 

3) Satures wrote, “Met the janitor of our school while 
canoeing on a lake plateau a few hundred kilometers away 
from home. If one of us had been two seconds slower or 
faster, three meters left or right we would have been too far 
away to recognize each other. Never mind that this area 
alone consists of dozens of lakes, connected with various 
small and smallest channels.” 

depressed_band_kid wrote, “This one janitor at my school 
always says hi to me when I go to band. Whenever I show 
up she’s like, ‘Which band are you here for?’ Lol.”52 

 
52 Source: 2SnakesAndABadger, “What is your best ‘it’s a small world’ 
story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rfcqk2/what_is_your_b
est_its_a_small_world_story/ >. 



 121 

 

 53. “Redditors Who Grew Up Poor, What Is Something 
That ‘Rich Kids’ Will Never Understand?” 

twentythreeturtles wrote: 

“Why your parents are incredibly strict and won’t let you go 
anywhere or do anything. 

“My mom never allowed me to go out with friends because 
she knew I wouldn’t be able to afford hanging out with them. 
I always thought she was just really strict, but really she just 
wanted to spare me the embarrassment.”53 

53. “Women Who Have Been Or Know A Survivor Of 
Sexual Assault Who Didn’t Go To The Police, How Did 
You / They Find Closure?” 

nethphi, an AskReddit moderator, posted: 

If you are someone who has experienced sexual harassment 
or assault and wish to speak with a trained professional about 
it, these hotlines and organizations can listen to your 
experiences and make referrals to counselors and support 
groups to the extent of your comfort. 

Global Resources 

RAINN: https://www.rainn.org/ 24/7  

Crisis support for victims / survivors of sexual assault. Over 
the phone or through instant messaging. If your country is 
not listed below, you can contact RAINN to be referred to a 
local organization. 

 
53 Source: Bobtheglob71, “Redditors who grew up poor, what is 
something that ‘rich kids’ will never understand?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
13 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rfc33n/redditors_who_
grew_up_poor_what_is_something_that/ >. 
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 US: 

Crisis Text Line https://www.crisistextline.org/  

You can text 741-741 24/7 from any cell phone in the United 
States to be anonymously connected to a trained crisis 
counselor. They also have anonymous Facebook messenger 
and Kik options if you do not have access to a cell phone. 

One in Six http://1in6.org  

An organization for male-identified survivors of sexual 
assault. Provides anonymous individual and group 
counseling 24/7 through online chat functions 

National Domestic Violence Hotline 
http://www.thehotline.org  

Provides 24/7 anonymous crisis and counseling support over 
the phone, and anonymous online chat crisis and counseling 
support from 7am until 2am Central Time 

Anti-Violence Project https://avp.org/  

Provides 24/7 anonymous phone based crisis and counseling 
for LGBTQ identified victims of assault and violence, 
including sexual assault and violence. Based in New York 
but can refer nationwide 

DoD Safe Helpline https://www.safehelpline.org/  

Provides 24/7 phone and online chat-based crisis and 
counseling for victims of sexual assault and harassment 
serving in the military, or who are employed by the 
Department of Defense. 

Canada 

Canada’s crisis hotlines are organized by province and 
subject matter, here is a comprehensive list of hotlines and 
organizations. 
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 UK 

Rape Crisis England & Wales https://rapecrisis.org.uk/  

Provides online resources 24/7 and live support over the 
phone in the afternoons and evenings. 

SupportLine http://www.supportline.org.uk/  

Provides online resources 24/7 and live support over the 
phone during the day and evening. 

Europe 

Rape Crisis Network Europe https://www.rcne.com/  

Provides online resources and live support for anyone living 
in Europe 

Australia 

1800respect https://www.1800respect.org.au and their 
phone number, 1800 737 732. 

Kids Helpline 

https://www.www.kidshelpline.com.au for people under 25 
also 1800 55 1800 

1) Ferretastic359 wrote, “My friend was 15 when a 25-year-
old took advantage of her. She never went to the police and 
it took her years to even open up to her friends. She put in a 
lot of effort, took her almost 10 years to finally get into a 
healthy place. She never went to therapy. Just a lot of self-
reflection and self-work. She says time actually factored in 
a lot as well.” 

2) SantaPachaMama wrote, My cousin was SA [sexually 
assaulted] when she went out with her friends to a university 
study session. The man who raped her was a friend, and she 
ended up pregnant. She had a termination, but her then-
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 boyfriend found the guy and beat the crap outta him. The 
abuser’s father was in cahoots with the police and so no 
charges were ever filed. However, the beating he got was a 
closure for her.” 

3) toastedskies wrote, “Support from loved ones has really 
helped a lot, and my therapist telling me that it wasn’t my 
fault.”54 

55. “What Are You Sick Of Being Romanticized Or 
Being Portrayed Positively?” 

1) hyogodan wrote: 

“Poverty. It’s always some family who is struggling but lives 
in some ‘run-down’ apartment that is merely small and not 
modern, but is heated and furnished and always has some 
amazing view or rooftop access that makes them feel the 
world is really theirs for the taking. 

“Nope nope nope. Unheated rat-infested roach motel with 
dangerous neighbors and a view of a fire-escape. Cut 
electric, cut heating, dinner of saltines if anything. 

“Poverty is absolute shit and can be a death sentence to your 
health and sanity.” 

JennH19 wrote, “Yes, this! It’s like a Hollywood fetish to 
create a poor family who is super functional, one kid is super 
talented in something and the whole fam recognizes their gift 
and protects them and supports them. Also, they are all the 
perfect weight, not too thin or too fat and dress in the best-
fitting retro / or hippy clothes.” 

 
54 Source: jessuk101, “Women who have been or know or a survivor of 
SA who didn’t go to the police, how did you/they find closure?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 14 December 20211 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rg1qiv/women_who_
have_been_or_know_or_a_survivor_of_sa/ >. 
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 hyogodan replied, “It’s a rich person’s idea of poverty.” 

2) astrofresh wrote, “Growing up in the hood. Sure, the story 
of triumph and making it out is great. But losing loved ones 
and friends throughout your childhood is a miserable and 
traumatizing experience. Not to mention the poverty and 
daily uncertainty.” 

titsandwits89 wrote: 

“At 25 I finally escaped a generational cycle of poverty. 

“That year my brother was murdered. 

“It doesn’t even matter who I am anymore because I’ll never 
be the same without him.” 

apocolypis wrote, “I feel you. I moved away and tried to 
bring my little brothers, but it didn’t work out. One ended up 
in prison and got out earlier this year. Now that I’m in a 
better financial position, I was able to help him get back on 
his feet, but then he died of a heroin overdose within a month 
of his release. I’m currently trying to get my other brother 
out of there before the trap gets him, too. I’m sorry for your 
loss, shit feels bittersweet when you can’t share your success 
with the people you care for the most.” 

titsandwits89 replied, “Fuhhh, man, I felt that. I am really 
sorry to hear that. You kind of get to a point in life where 
you feel like you’ve made it and then you realize you’re 
standing there all alone. I BEGGED my brother to come with 
me. He was a good kid and a hard worker. Never got into 
trouble. Just left home one day and never came back. I tried 
to do the same for my other brother, but he is a hard-headed 
lost cause and [now?] we don’t speak. I hope he is happy 
wherever he is and finds whatever he is looking for.” 

jumpers4goaIposts commented: 
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 “Losing your childhood is a huge part of it, too. I grew up in 
a rough part of the UK. Lots of government-owned low-
income housing. Similar to the projects in the US. You don’t 
get time to just be a kid in those types of areas. 

“I got the chance to move to a MUCH MUCH safer area of 
the US to raise my child. He’s 13 now and still believes in 
Santa. (Honesty, I don’t think he does, but he doesn’t talk 
about it and neither do we.) He’s had an amazing childhood 
and I worked hard to make sure he never worried about the 
same things I did growing up. Fighting on the streets, 
worrying about being stabbed, being hungry and having old 
shitty clothes. 

“I’m not wealthy / rich by any means, but hopefully when I 
take him back to where I grew up he can appreciate what my 
wife and I have given him. 

“That being said, I don’t look back on my childhood with 
regret. My parents did their best and now I’m doing my best 
and I’m improving my situation. Hopefully he improves his 
situation and can provide a better life for his kids.” 

ProfessorInitial4019 commented, “Same here, bro. I grew up 
in East London and swear I used to think I was such a little 
gangster. Like an idiot I got myself put in prison when I was 
17, my three best friends are doing 10 years each, the other 
best friend who not prison has been stabbed a few times. 
Then I grew up and realized, ‘What the fuck am I doing?’ 
And just had to flip it and change things and now I’m doing 
better and happier. I look back on it and think what an idiot 
I used to be.” 

HugeBlueStrapon commented, “In my dad’s house if we 
admit Santa doesn’t exist, then we don’t get a present from 
Santa. My youngest sibling is 31.” 
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 newluna commented about the Santa post, “Yup, this is my 
cue to go to bed, it doesn’t get better [or cuter] from here, 
night-night.” 

sketchysketchiist commented: 

“I think the 1990’s growing-up-in-the-hood movies did a 
good job by portraying that. They never glamorized it. 

“But as a person who grew up in the hood, I’ve seen people 
who let that part go over their heads. You wouldn’t believe 
how many people looked up to what happened in Scarface 
and didn’t know it was a tragedy.” 

3) TheRealAegil wrote: 

“As an adoptee, someone discovering that they were adopted 
and then venturing off to find their ‘real’ parents and this 
leads to them finding that thing that was missing from their 
lives. 

“I’ve known that I was adopted for as long as I can 
remember. My ‘real’ parents are the ones who raised me, 
loved me, and nurtured my thirst for knowledge. I’ve had 
some contact with my biological mother but have only some 
ethnic elements as points of commonality. Never had any 
contact with my biological father and have no pressing urge 
to reach out. I wouldn’t refuse him if he sought me out, but 
I have my own life and admire both of them for having the 
self-awareness to know that neither of them was in a good 
place to raise a child.” 

spikel26 commented, “Also adopted as well as all of my 
siblings, we all feel the same way. My biological family 
ISN’T my family … and newsflash — I hate it when people 
say do you know your ‘real parents.’ I always correct them 
and say those are my bio parents and that’s all. I’m 26 now 
and pretty successful by most definitions; I wouldn’t be here 
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 if I wasn’t taken out of that environment. Glad to see this as 
a top comment!” 

assafras18 commented, “Hate ‘real parents.’ Hate ‘real 
siblings.’ Also, my adoptive father is not my stepdad, he’s 
my dad dad.” 

maybegaehuman wrote, “My stepdad had some anger issues 
when we are all younger and would always say ‘whatever, I 
know I’m not your real dad’ when he got really upset with 
us not listening or whatever it was. I finally had to tell him it 
didn’t matter if he was my bio dad — he was my dad. He 
NEVER brought that up again. It hurt so much every time he 
said that because he was the one to show up — to everything. 
He was / is my ‘real’ dad. It’s not that bio dad wasn’t able to 
show up; he just had other priorities.”55 

56. “What’s The Most Powerful Thing Someone Has 
Ever Said To You?” 

Sufficient_Egg1 wrote, “I read this recently, from FB 
[Facebook], for sexual assault or trauma / abuse survivors, if 
their abuser is still out there: ‘Your cells regenerate every 
seven years. You now live in a body they haven’t 
touched.’”56 

 
55 Source: Creative_Waltz_9462, “What are you sick of being 
romanticized or being portrayed positively?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rgfu83/what_are_you_
sick_of_being_romanticized_or_being/ >. 
56 Source: QuestionMark221, “What’s the most powerful thing 
someone has ever said to you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 December 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rgqvr7/whats_the_mo
st_powerful_thing_someone_has_ever/ >. 
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 57. “What Is The Most Unintentionally Hot Thing 
You’ve Ever Witnessed?” 

1) WestbrookIsaBadIdea wrote, “In seventh grade my crush 
walked into class, sweaty from soccer practice, pulled his 
shirt up to wipe his brow and sent me hurtling into puberty.” 

2) beagles commented, “My crush when I was 16 walked out 
of wrestling practice pulling off his shirt and heading to the 
shower. He saw me staring at him and gave me a half smile. 
That was it. I was done. He’s asleep next to me right now, 
28 years later.” 

KhaosElement commented: 

“Mine is very similar. The girls practiced in the field next to 
ours. After practice we all mingled and waited for parents. 
She just like … fluffed the bottom of her shirt to get the air 
moving. Just barely caught a glimpse of her midriff. 

“To paraphrase a great quote, it was most auspicious that I 
was wearing baggy shorts.” 

2) pound-town wrote, “My crush was the quiet good girl 
nerd who seemed too innocent to understand any dirty jokes. 
She was sitting far away and heard an absurd dirty joke. I 
watched her smirk and hide a laugh. She noticed that I 
noticed and turned red with embarrassment.” 

3) la_44 wrote, “This guy I liked had a violin solo at a 
concert once; just the way his hands moved, the way he 
played had me mesmerized. I was already attracted to him, 
but that was just insanely hot for some reason.” 

timeywimeywibbles commented, “I agree. I didn’t think my 
partner could get more attractive to me until I saw him 
playing piano masterfully. Instant swoon.” 

Casual_Tryhard commented, “As a guy who plays both, you 
two give me hope.” 
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 4) carmelacorleone wrote: 

“I manage a restaurant, and at lunch the other day we had a 
table of four. They were young, probably early-30s, looked 
like mean Basic Bitches. At the table next to them was a little 
old man, probably 90. He had ordered the chicken but he was 
having trouble cutting it and was obviously struggling. He 
couldn’t get his server’s attention to help him and he had 
kind of just stopped trying. The best-looking of the two men 
at the table of younger guys stopped eating his own food and 
pulled up a chair with the old man. Not only did he cut his 
meat for him but he also stayed with him until he was done 
eating, and just talked to him, kept him company. 

“To look at the younger guy, you’d have thought he’d be one 
of those obnoxious guys, you know, in the designer clothes, 
flashing his money around; he and his friends were loud and 
ordered all the expensive stuff. But he stopped everything 
and made sure this old man was okay. His food was cold 
when he returned to his table, but he didn’t complain. We 
comped his meal and a dessert for him. 

“He even helped the old man get his car back from valet.” 

WestbrookIsaVBadIdea commented, “Wow! I never want to 
have kids, but this guy is making my ovaries tingle.” 

carmelacorleone replied, “And, he was beautiful to boot. 
Thick red-brown hair, dark eyes, perfect tan, muscled but not 
too muscled, looked better in pink than I do, lol. He was 
polite, but he wasn’t friendly, nor were his friends, when 
they checked in with me and I sat them. They had an air 
about them that they were better than everyone else. They 
sort of acted like they were the only people who mattered. 
Maybe they are assholes in real life, but for one brief, shining 
moment, this guy was a fucking hero.” 
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 VeryItalianRay commented, “If dark and tawny spends a 
chunk of each of his days helping the elderly, he IS better 
than everyone else. ;)” 

5) Canadabigjack wrote, “When I was a teen, a group of us 
were joking around and a girl took out hand cream, as girls 
tend to go, so I jokingly asked for some. She squirted way 
too much on my hand and laughed. I loudly stated, ‘What the 
hell am I supposed to do now?’ when the tall blond hot girl 
who I barely knew came up, scraped the hand cream off my 
hand, put a leg up on the nearby couch in our commons area, 
and proceeded to apply it to her whole leg and up her thigh 
one leg at a time and walked away. (It was spring and she 
was wearing shorts.) Instant turn on. To this day I’m not sure 
how much she was completely oblivious vs. showing off / 
flaunting her body.” 

6) froglover215 wrote, “When my husband was recovering 
from his vasectomy, I learned how many little things I did 
turned him on. I’d reach across the table for the salt and he’d 
give an uncomfortable squirm. Just so many little things like 
that. It was a huge ego boost and turned me on immensely to 
know that I was turning him on.” 

I_am_atom commented: 

“I just got a vasectomy two weeks ago. 

“I had to stop looking at my wife. Lol. Even after baby 
number two in June and her postpartum body that she hates, 
she’s unbelievably beautiful and sexy as hell, too.” 

7) prettydotty_ wrote, “He was caught in the rain in a white 
tank top, I was dancing in the rain with my friends. I had a 
huge crush on him already and then I saw him and was so 
happy my 15-year-old eyes could check out his toned soccer 
body. Eleven years later, he just got home after being 
deployed for flood relief. His body ain’t as toned anymore in 
a white tank, but his character has stood the test of time.” 
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 8) Aidyn_The_Person wrote, “One time, I was at lunch and 
this one girl dropped something. When she went to pick it 
up, I just happened to be standing behind her. So, as she was 
picking it up, her hair flipped forward and she brushed it out 
of her face and turned around. Since I was behind her, when 
she turned around, we were in each other’s faces, this close: 
||. We didn’t move, either. Happy to report she’s my 
girlfriend now, Lol.” 

9) 2leewhohot wrote:  

“A female co-worker friend of mine lived in the same 
building as me and asked to borrow a tie for her shift. 

“She flipped her hair forward, and the tie on as she flipped 
her hair back. 

“Sexy as hell. 

“Kinda looked at her different after that, but didn’t act on it. 
I was securely located on Planet Friend and didn’t want to 
ruin that. 

“We lost touch for a while and reconnected on Facebook. 
She’s married and has a couple of kids. But when I saw the 
photos she posted of her husband, well, he had a certain body 
type. Dude was my doppelganger. 

“I had missed an opportunity and didn’t even know about it 
for a decade. 

“Still think about that hair flip, though.”57 

 
57 Source: WestbrookIsaBadIdea, “What is the most unintentionally hot 
thing you’ve ever witnessed?” Reddit. AaskReddit. 16 December 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rhyc24/what_is_the_m
ost_unintentionally_hot_thing_youve/ >. 
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 58. “In Five Words, Why Did Your First Relationship 
End?” 

1) OkHaveABadDay wrote, “We were nine years old.” 

IDKAYBICTD commented, “Same reason my first ended.” 

2) Huniquepop wrote, “Cuz I got cheated on.” 

3) Cautious_Ninja_7758 wrote, “Not everyone can raise 
children.” 

4) noboomermussic wrote, “To be short, he died.” 

5) tambin wrote, “Liked drugs more than me.” 

6) AboutTimeIUsedReddit wrote, “I still don’t really know.” 

7) faceeatingleopard wrote, “The trash took itself out.” 

8) SomeNerdySwimmer wrote, “He got bored, I guess.” 

9) iiipzy wrote, “We were not compatible enough.” 

10) midnightFreddie wrote, “It never started, so there.”58 

59. “Redditors Who Had Family Members Die Who 
Weren’t Good People, What Was Their Funeral Like?” 

1) Efficient_Coyote_951 wrote, “Didn’t go to it. They 
weren’t a good person, and I didn’t go.” 

2) tasstepdad wrote, “At my mother’s funeral, the people 
who never forgave her sat quietly so the others could mourn, 
out of respect for the others. It was like any other funeral.” 

 
58 Source: I-Am-Hartley_Now, “In 5 words, why did your first 
relationship end?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rj36zo/in_5_words_wh
y_did_your_first_relationship_end/ >. 
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 3) Satures wrote, “We actually had a smile, as the priest was 
very aware about the circumstances and held his speech in 
what we call ‘boss code’: In Germany employment reference 
letters are to be written in ‘sensible benevolence.’ So you 
can’t say something negatively directly. In turn there’s an 
established code how to say something bad without saying 
something bad. Like you mention things that should be taken 
for granted (like showing up on time) or let away 
superlatives (or you let away standards. Like if you aren’t 
sad the employee leaves, you just don’t write it. The absence 
of this line will be noticed by a future employer). So in this 
context, if a priest holds a speech like ‘She tried to … she 
frequently was … she didn’t always succeed to ….’ I had to 
suppress a chuckle. When we went to the burial site, a 
hailstorm approached, and my brother whispered, ‘Her last 
antic.’ It was a funny day.” 

4) Lillie_connolly wrote: 

“When my villainous great-grandmother died, I was still a 
very little kid and I was at her funeral. Everyone there was 
just there out of formality, but my aunt who was also the 
family villain was crying. I was also crying just because I 
was a kid and I thought it was sad to die, even though I didn’t 
know her well or have any connection with her. Then my 
aunt, who otherwise hated me, asked me to go for a walk 
with her because I seemed to be the only one who understood 
her in that moment, and it was our rare bonding moment I 
will always remember. 

“She had a horrible relationship with the rest of the family 
but in a way she saw this great-grandmother as an ally and a 
positive figure. So I guess good and bad are relative; to her 
we were the villains. Sometimes bad ones miss the bad 
ones.” 

5) delugetheory wrote, “There wasn’t one. We just stuck 
them in the ground. Nobody complained.” 
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 6) GrammatonTHWH wrote: 

“It was … weird. My grandpa was an alcoholic and a 
gambler. My grandma ended up having to open a secret bank 
account, so he wouldn’t be able to steal her pension to buy 
alcohol. He ended up having a leg amputated because of the 
alcoholism. He did a bunch of dodgy shit, too, like agreeing 
to have cars registered under his name for cash, so he can 
buy booze. That caused problems for us even after his death. 
He caused a lot of stress for my grandma and my dad. 

“It’s kind of weird because despite all that behavior, he was 
still a good grandpa. He taught me how to play chess, 
backgammon, dominoes, and cards. He’d take us to the park, 
and he’d tell us a bunch of really cool stories about working 
as a welder in the 60s and 70s. He treated us well, but he 
treated my grandma horribly. He didn’t have any friends 
come to his funeral. It was just close family. 

“I’m still confused about how I should feel about him. He 
did objectively bad things and hurt my grandma, but I don’t 
know if I can call him a ‘bad person’ without any 
reservations.”59 

60. “Those Who Proposed And Were Shot Down, Or 
Witnessed A Similar Failed Proposal, What Happened?” 

1) Its_TurtleTime wrote: 

“I witnessed a proposal that was shot down in a blaze of 
awkwardness. I was at the Cheesecake Factory sitting in a 
table where one side is a booth and one is a chair. The tables 
are super close together. The guy at the table next to me gets 

 
59 Source: HaphazardTaco, “Redditors who had family members die 
who weren’t good people, what was their funeral like?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 19 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rjs489/redditors_who_
had_family_members_die_who_werent/ >. 
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 down on a knee between our tables (only he barely fit and 
kept bumping my table). She was horrified he was asking 
and said no. 

“They hadn’t even eaten yet, so they had the rest of their 
meal while bickering about the proposal. He kept yell-asking 
her what he should do with the ring now. Truly the most 
awkward meal of my life sitting less than a foot from that.” 

Supposium commented: 

“I was also proposed to at the Cheesecake Factory. It was the 
start of the meal and there were at least 60 people staring at 
us. My heart said no but my mouth said yes because it was 
so awkward and I didn’t want it to turn into a bigger scene 
(especially as this guy tended to have strong, explosive 
reactions to negative events). I broke things off a few months 
later. 

“If you want an honest answer, don’t ask in front of a large 
audience.” 

2) color-blind_battery wrote, “I witnessed a lunchtime Olive 
Garden proposal go awry, after the gentleman had the server 
insert the ring into a breadstick. Yes, the ring was pushed 
into a breadstick, so just the stone was sticking out of the top. 
Of course the breadsticks are first to the table, so they 
seemed to be having a pretty awkward lunch after she said 
no.” 

3) Neat-Turnover-3793 wrote, “I waited on another couple 
there on a different occasion where the guy proposed and the 
woman said yes. He said he didn’t want everyone in the 
restaurant to know and actually wanted it to be private, but 
he asked me to have the kitchen write, ‘Will you marry me?’ 
on the cheesecake to be delivered at the end of the meal. 
Well, of course, one of the servers saw it come up in the 
window and told the other servers. I told them he wanted it 
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 to be a private moment between him and his girlfriend. But 
there.” 

4) ChuushaHime wrote, “My mom asked my dad. They’d 
been together for seven years and had discussed marriage, 
but when she proposed, they were on an airplane and she was 
drunk. She took it well when he gently told her that it wasn’t 
the right time, but it’s still a funny story. The second 
proposal (not on an airplane, and no one was drunk) went 
well.” 

AnanananasBananas commented, “My dad was kind of 
rejected the first time as well. They were swimming in a 
public pool, going different directions. When they met in the 
middle, he asked if they should get married. She was a bit 
angry and said it’s not going to happen this way. He had to 
do it properly later.” 

5) C-Hobbes wrote: 

“Turned out she’s gay. She’ll pretty chill, though, I talk to 
her a lot. 

“Edit: Sorry, I’m a moron, I was blazed and didn’t read the 
question properly — I didn’t propose, I just asked her out. 
Far less dramatic, I’m sorry.” 

flowerchild3624 commented, “My parents were married for 
almost 20 years before my mom came out as gay. At least 
this guy was able to find out she was gay before he married 
her.” 

Celiac_commented wrote, “Reminds me of my sister’s 
friend’s parents. One day the mom found out she was gay 
and they got divorced. He was crushed. After a lot of time 
and therapy, he found another woman and they got married. 
She also came out as gay, so they got divorced. He’s been 
single ever since.” 
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 beerandboogie wrote, “One of our family’s funniest stories 
is about my stepfather’s cousin. She was married for years 
until in her late 50s, her husband proposed a threesome with 
the female prison guard down the street. Yeah, she left him 
for her. Not the happy ending he was hoping for.” 

75daychallenges commented, “A girl told me she didn’t 
have feelings for me like that and she was a lesbian. I went 
years thinking she said that to spare my feelings. It kinda 
worked, but in the back of my head I always thought she was 
with another guy. Found her on Facebook not too long ago, 
married to a woman.” 

6) PolymerPussies wrote: 

“I thought she would say yes because she kept hinting at it, 
showing me pictures of rings she liked, etc. 

“When I actually proposed, I got the whole, ‘You’re too nice 
a guy for me’ treatment. 

“Now she dates some unemployed guy who moved in with 
her and apparently spends all her money on alcohol and 
weed and plays video games all day. She got what she 
wanted, I guess. I’m happy for her.” 

Jesus_marley commented, “She didn’t want a good life. She 
wanted a fixer-upper.” 

Kushnerdz asked, “Daaammnn. What the fuck was she 
hinting at then?” 

PolymerPussies wrote, “I dunno, I told her she could keep 
the ring as a Valentine’s gift and last time I saw her she was 
still wearing it. Guess she just really wanted a ring. Lol.” 

bubbly_belle commented, “Dude, engagement rings are 
expensive … she should’ve had enough class to give it 
back.” 
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 PolymerPussies responded, “Luckily she wanted a ruby, 
which is cheaper than your typical diamond engagement 
ring.” 

sanchez12176 asked, “Was she your girlfriend?” 

PolymerPussies responded, “Yeah, for like five years.”60 

  

 
60 Source: Kushnerdz, “To those who proposed to a girl and were shot 
down in a blaze of awkward glory, why did you think they’d say yes?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 18 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rjfa4g/to_those_who_p
roposed_to_a_girl_and_were_shot/ >. 
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 Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “How Do Social Media And Celebrity Pop Culture 
Influence The Way You View Your Own Body?” 

The_Book-JDP wrote, “I am very grateful for the impossible 
perfect people of the world who only serve to distract the 
thirsty masses away from me. They are the epitome of the 
opposite of who I am aiming to become and because of that 
fact, my life is peaceful and drama free. So I thank you super 
models and celebrities from the bottom of my heart for being 
you but also completely out of reach of the population who  
believes in order to be worthy, we all have to look like you 
… thank the gods I am not worthy. I am so beyond thrilled 
that I can live my life the way I want to and not have to worry 
if I am giving random men boners and random women 
sopping wet vaginas. It doesn’t concern or pertain to me at 
all.”61 

62. “What Is The Coolest Thing About Your Dad?” 

1) zonababy1788 wrote: 

“My dad is a master mechanic. All the ASE certs, he was the 
only one in his shop that could work on semi-trucks, he was 
paid the most in the shop he worked for because of all the 
experience and certs he has. He now works for an auto 
insurance company (online, from home) and can diagnose a 
car from thousands of miles away, and he hasn’t been wrong 
yet. He teaches those techs in the shops miles away what 
they missed and how to look closer at cars when they can’t 
figure it out. 

 
61 Source: Stock-Anteater3284, “How do social media and celebrity 
pop culture influence the way you view your own body?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 19 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rjshg7/how_do_social
_media_and_celebrity_pop_culture/ >. 
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 “For my 16th birthday, I was obviously super excited about 
getting a car. This man pulls up in a f*ccckkkeddd GMC 
Envoy like two months before my birthday. He paid $2K for 
it. Suspension was blown, spark plugs were dead, the 
electrical aspects were just there for looks at that point. I 
don’t even want to know what it was like getting it home. He 
bought the parts, and he did not once help me physically with 
it. He patiently handed me the tools and screw by screw told 
me how to fix this car. We fixed it up and yes, it has failed 
me once or twice and he’s had to come get me off the side 
of the road, but he’s gotten it home and the whole process 
would start again. I truly admire the patience he had with a 
15- to 18-year-old girl to fix the car even though he could’ve 
had every single problem solved within a day. The end goal 
was to sell it after I went to college, but neither of us can part 
with it. She’s just there as a reminder of those memories and 
how patient he was with me and the car. :)” 

2) PeterLemonjellow wrote: 

“Well, okay. I guess I can write a bunch of stuff right now. 

“tl;dr - My dad … has had a full life. So, in answer to the 
question of the post, What is the Coolest Thing about My 
Dad: His entire life is the coolest thing. 

“Okay, so first off my dad is from Weed, CA. So, we’re 
starting strong. As a young man / teenager in the mid 1960s 
he got very interested in music. Knowing how to play piano, 
he became a keyboard player in a local band. They were 
evidently not half bad. So, amongst shenanigans that 
included stealing cases of beer off of local trucks (by driving 
by on a motorcycle with a passenger while the guy was 
unloading, grabbing a case and then taking off), destroying 
all the runway lights at the local airstrip by driving over them 
in an old Dodge Dart, and generally just being a disruptive 
kid all around, he was also going out with his band on little 
jaunts to gigs all over California and Oregon. This got to the 
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 point that he made a deal with his high school (Weed High, 
for the wind) that he didn’t really need to attend class as long 
as he was able to turn in all assignments and pass all tests, 
which he did. His band never made it, but they did open for 
names like The Kingsmen and The Grass Roots (which I like 
to think of means that my dad actually knew Creed Bratton 
from The Office at one point in his life, though he doesn’t 
remember him). My dad has a great story about the time their 
drummer stole the camelhair overcoat of the lead singer of 
the Grass Roots, basically just because he was such an 
asshole to them. 

“Anyway, my dad eventually emancipated himself at 17 so 
that he could go off to college on his own, against the wishes 
of his parents. He moved down to the Bay Area and did just 
that, no longer performing in a band but still staying very 
close to the music scene. He attended San Jose State and 
joined the same fraternity that Stu Cook (bassist for 
Creedence Clearwater Revival) was a member of, though 
Cook had already graduated or otherwise moved out of the 
house by the time my dad got there. Nonetheless, he was 
there when someone got Stu’s band known at the time as The 
Gollywogs to perform in the frat basement — the Gollywogs 
would soon change their name to Creedence Clearwater 
Revival and become mega famous. Meanwhile, as time went 
on, my dad got to know these other dudes who lived across 
the street from the 10th St. frat house, and he’d sometimes 
go over there and play keyboard with them when they 
jammed. Other times, he’d call the cops on them for noise 
complaints when he had finals, etc., and they just wouldn’t 
stop playing all night long. Those gentleman went on to form 
a band called The Doobie Brothers. During this time my dad 
also saw pretty much every artist of the era you can think of 
when they came through the region. He saw Jefferson 
Airplane when they were just playing on campus one day, 
long before they had their first record deal. A couple years 
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 later, he has a hilarious story about managing to take a nun 
(she was becoming a nun, young and not wearing a habit) to 
a Jefferson Airplane show at the Fillmore in San Francisco. 
Oh, if I didn’t mention this before now, he was high … this 
entire time. His friends and frat brothers literally just called 
him ‘Drug’ as a nickname. Not that that makes him cool, but 
just for flavor I’ll mention that part. 

“Anyway, my dad eventually pulled a crap number in the 
draft lottery, and he knew he was going to end up getting 
drafted after he’d graduated. So, he headed that off at the 
pass and joined the Air Force. He spent a couple years there, 
then married my mom (they met in college), and settled 
down over the 70’s. 

“The 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s are all … pretty depressing, 
frankly. Suffice to say my mother slowly lost her mind over 
the course of those decades and it made life not at all fun or 
manageable for those around her. My dad spent those years 
working for a very large oil company he’d wrangled a 
position with. He worked his way up over 19 years to be 
firmly entrenched in middle management when they just 
canned him without warning. It was rough, especially for 
him. He was amazing, though. When he finally got work, he 
was willing to do anything, whatever he needed. At one point 
he was commuting three hours — one way — every day. So, 
we hardly ever saw him at that time and he was literally 
killing himself for us, but he didn’t really have an alternative.  

“Eventually, we’d move closer to his work, back down 
towards the South Bay area, and my parents would finally 
get a much-needed divorce. When that happened, my mom 
came to me one day and basically said, ‘So, I’m moving to 
Oregon to live with a 500-pound toothless man I’ve never 
met in person before, want to come with me?’, and being the 
17-year-old that I was I firmly said ‘no’ (for the record, the 
man she moved in with — while obese and toothless — was 
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 incredibly sweet and didn’t deserve what my mother would 
inflict on him for 10+ years), and she accepted that because 
she was awful.  

“My dad, meanwhile, basically was living on the other side 
of a mountain from where my mom and I had been at this 
point, and he just let me keep living in the house, even when 
my mom left. He would come and check up on me at least 
three or four times a week, but some nights he’d just stay 
near where he was working. He didn’t want me to have to be 
ripped away from where I was living because it was the first 
place I actually felt at home and had friends. For me, he was 
amazing for giving me that if nothing else. 

“Anyway, he had health problems by this time. Before the 
divorce, he’d had one small heart attack. He continued to 
have heart trouble, mainly from stress and diet, and then … 
then he got his stupid tonsils out. And not just that, he got 
them out at friggin’ [****] Hospital, where you’d think they 
would know what they were doing. Alas, no — something 
was botched in his tonsillectomy and his throat swelled up 
and he couldn’t breathe several hours after the procedure … 
and they had to give him a tracheotomy. So, I go to visit him 
and I see him and it’s awful, so awful — how could it get 
worse? Well, not 15 minutes after I leave from visiting him, 
his trach starts just pouring blood out of it. They rush in, call 
in everyone, and do emergency surgery while he’s still 
awake because they have no time. Using some kind of laser 
/ heat thing, they begin cutting his throat open — he says the 
last conscious memory he had was the smell of that. Then he 
died for two minutes. He had a whole experience, though I 
won’t bother with the details. He came back and has ever 
since had a different outlook on life. 

“It was not long after this that he was diagnosed with 
lymphoma. He’s been fighting that shit for nearly 20 years. 
I think at this point he’s beaten … three separate cancers? 
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 He’s had three heart attacks, and one triple bypass just a few 
years ago. Additionally, there is evidence that at some point 
in the 2000’s, he had a stroke … just a little one. He didn’t 
even notice. Many of my friends who know my dad from the 
last 20 years just call him ‘Superman’ because the man just 
dodges bullets. Just ignores them and keeps on coming. 

“Anyway, the one thing that has always been my dad’s 
downfall has been his love life. If you’ve read this far and 
can’t tell, my mom wasn’t exactly wonderful, and he was 
with her for nearly 30 years. He had a couple of crazy 
girlfriends for many years after the divorce, but in his 60’s 
he really just stopped having romantic relationships … or so 
I thought. I had hints that my dad might … be a little bit not 
entirely straight over the years. Like, that time when he was 
in the hospital and I had to access something on his 
computer, which required me to open a file where he kept all 
of his passwords (ugh), and in that file were logins for Men-
Seeking-Men-type sites. It didn’t bother me, but I never 
brought it up because that’s not my place. Then about five 
years ago, my dad introduced me to Jim, whom he’s been 
happily living with since. Jim is awesome and makes my dad 
very happy and that’s frankly what the man deserves. They 
take care of each other and my dad has an army of squirrels 
that he’s befriended at their little home to keep him occupied 
and entertained through the current plague. 

“And that’s my dad. I’m so very proud of him, if that doesn’t 
show. He messed up a bunch throughout my life, but he at 
least did his best and I always knew he loved me, which 
unfortunately cannot be said for all of my parents. I think his 
life is fascinating and I love all his old stories, to the point 
that I’ve gotten him to come on Zoom a number of times so 
I could record him talking about his youth. Someday maybe 
I’ll do something with that, but if nothing else at least it’s 
there for my sister’s younger kids or their kids. He deserves 
to be remembered. 
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 “If you read this far, damn. Thanks. That’s my dad!” 

3) Mousse-Crafty wrote, “For 30 years he worked in a 
pharmaceutical company leading a team that traveled the 
world to design and create machines that save the lives of 
HIV patients. I spent most of my childhood without him, 
because he was too busy with work, but every time I asked 
my mom why Dad wasn’t home, and my mom replied that 
he was working to try to comfort people suffering from a 
serious illness, I was so proud of him that my right to spend 
time with my father took a back seat. I love him, every aspect 
of him.” 

4) mejok wrote: 

“Oh, man …I don’t know where to start. My dad is a great 
guy. There is nothing super spectacular about him; he’s just 
a really good dad and an incredibly nice and kind person. 

“Maybe the coolest thing about him is just his ability to be 
distracted by things he finds interesting. A few years ago 
when my parents were visiting, we went on a trip to Croatia. 
One day we were out walking around the area outside of our 
hotel and suddenly I was like, ‘Hey, where the fuck is dad?’ 
He was gone … he had been walking along with us and 
suddenly he wasn’t there anymore. So I called his phone … 
the conversation went something like this: 

“Dad: Hello. 

“Me: Are you okay? Where are you? 

“Dad: Yeah. I’m fine. Why? 

“Me: Dunno you just suddenly weren’t here anymore. 

“Dad: Oh, I’m in a cafe. 

“Me: What cafe? 

“Dad: I don’t know. It looks really nice. 
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 “Me: What the fuck are you doing there? 

“Dad: Well, we were walking by and I stopped to look at the 
cakes and pastries they had in the window because they 
looked amazing and when I looked up you guys were gone 
… so I thought, ‘Fuck it.’ So, yeah, I’m just drinking a coffee 
and eating some cake. 

“Me: Do you want us to come back and get you? 

“Dad: No, you guys just go do whatever you want. I’m good. 
Might eat another piece of cake … maybe chat with the 
waiter a bit about life in this little town. I’ll come find you 
later or meet you back at the hotel.” 

5) SexySSanguinius1683 wrote, “When my dad was a 
teenager, he went to some paratrooper training camp which 
was kinda like a secondary school but military (there was 
this kinda shit in the Soviet Union). Anyway, he and his 
mates would for laughs piss out of the plane when the door 
opened. This was an achievement as you had a lot of stuff to 
open and there was wind blowing everywhere, anyway one 
day my dad and his mates were on the plane with four 
civilian jumpers who were the same age. Anyway, my dad 
and his friends start doing the thing and try to encourage the 
civilians to do it, but they kept on closing their eyes and 
looking away, so anyway they all jump. Skip to the point 
where they’re on the ground and pulling in their parachutes 
and one of the civilians has trouble pulling theirs in, so my 
dad helps. As soon as that person pulls in their parachute, the 
civilians took off their helmets. The civilians were girls, so 
no wonder they didn’t piss out the plane.”62 

 
62 Source: Lionheart1224, “What is the coolest thing about your dad?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 21 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rl69td/what_is_the_coo
lest_thing_about_your_dad/ >. 
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 63. “What Changed For You When You Went From 
‘Unattractive’ To ‘Attractive’?”  

peanutbutter471, the Original Poster of this question, added, 
“I am losing weight currently and am so shocked at how I 
am treated differently already. Insane.” 

1) nightkween wrote, “People valuing my existence and 
being actually listened to. Looks privilege is totally a thing.” 

2) Salty_Holiday_522 wrote: 

“Hey, I thought I’d add another angle to this perspective 
regarding pretty privilege and how conventionally attractive 
women don’t always win either. I was very plain for most of 
my life; I didn’t ‘glow up’ until shortly before I started 
university. Let’s just say puberty came late for me but when 
it came, it hit me like a bullet train. Lol. 

“On the one hand, yes, I can’t deny how much nicer people 
(especially men) are to you and how much more free stuff 
and sympathy you get post-glow up, but in some ways my 
quality of life went down, too. I am what many would label 
a ‘nerdy bookworm’ and have always done well 
academically, I was class salutatorian, but when I started 
university so many people underestimated my intelligence 
without any proof I was a bimbo. 

“This guy I (politely) rejected got salty and spread rumours 
that I was very dumb, academically incompetent, and only 
got my scholarship because of looks, etc., and people 
believed him. I’ve never had my intellectual capabilities 
doubted when I ‘looked the part’ (a messy-haired, stick-
figured, awkward-looking geek with braces and acne) so it 
was a shock when I found out rumours were being spread 
that I was stupid and people believed them without question. 
People didn’t wanna work in group projects with me, and if 
I offered to help with coursework I’d be ignored and they’d 
ask the guy who scored lower than me on the test instead. 
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 “I’ve also noticed the quality of my female friendships 
declined. I’ve never been a gossipy or catty person, I was 
bullied during my Plain Jane years and I swore I’d never be 
like those people. I mind my own business, and I’m shy and 
introverted, so I don’t start conversations with people much, 
but if someone approaches me I do my best to be polite and 
friendly. However, some women just decide they don’t like 
me from the get-go. I was shocked to find out this girl I’d 
had maybe two brief conversations with the entire semester 
was trash talking me in group chats, vapid chatter about how 
my new haircut was so unflattering or how I flirted with 
someone’s boyfriend. (I’ve never even met the guy.) You 
don’t even know me, we’ve never hung out one-on-one, and 
I’ve never shared any controversial opinions or done 
anything to you, so why have you and your friends decided 
I’m some unlikable b*tch? 

“Anyways, I doubt anyone will read through this whole 
novel of a comment, lol, but if you do just know that while 
pretty privilege is a very real thing, the grass isn’t completely 
green on the other side, either. It’s harder to make genuine 
connections not based on lust (from men) or internalised 
misogyny (from other women).” 

bokehtoast commented: 

“I moved in last year with another woman that I’ve known 
since junior high, it was a cross country move. She very 
selectively wouldn’t introduce me to her guy friends or 
invite me to things where they would be present and based 
on the way she would be super judgey about other women in 
their lives, I realized she was threatened by me. She even 
sabotaged a date I had with someone she went out with once 
(whom I met independently of her). I thought we were 
friends, but it was really hurtful and lonely to be unincluded 
so much, especially during a time when connection and 
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 human contact is rare and I was isolated from everyone I 
knew. 

“Also as a woman with autism, being pretty means that 
people don’t believe that I have autism. At best I am reduced 
to a manic pixie dream girl version in people’s heads, and  
when the reality isn’t just ‘cute girl with quirks,’ they are 
upset at me for actually having special needs. I don’t have 
the experience that people here are saying, of having people 
take me seriously or listen to what I have to say because I’m 
attractive; I think my weirdness cancels it out or something.” 

Salty_Holiday_522 commented: 

“I get what you mean about how people taking you seriously 
doesn’t necessarily happen for all of us. I feel like people 
actually take me less seriously now, especially in intellectual 
matters (e.g., my political opinions) because society thinks 
that a woman can be opinionated or she can be attractive, 
never both. 

“I have a friend who is a professional model; she has anxiety 
and depression and is on medication for it but her condition 
gets romanticised by men who think they can ‘save’ this 
beautiful, tragic woman or something. Her ex got upset when 
his ‘love’ wasn’t enough for her to stop taking her meds, 
which make her sleepy and unable to take his late-night calls 
sometimes. 

“Pretty women definitely do not always get taken seriously, 
and sure, we might get free stuff from time to time and 
people might flock to you but our needs are seldom met; it’s 
all material gifts or conditional support that requires 
something (usually sex or social capital) in return.” 

theflyingkettle commented, “It took me a long time to learn 
that pretty people had problems and insecurities, too. It just 
always look so easy. To matter and to not be invisible.” 
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 3) AtTheEnd777 wrote, “Guys who bullied me started 
asking me out. Rejecting them later on was a serious 
confidence booster.”63 

64. “Women With Naturally Red Hair, How Has It 
Affected Your Life?” 

1) Cold_Orange- wrote: 

“When I was very young, my mum got stopped and peopled 
commented on how nice the colour was. In school I got 
bullied relentlessly for it. I hated my hair colour and dyed it 
religiously until I was 20 or 21. That’s when I realised that 
my hair colour was actually amazing and was a part of who 
I am. Now I love my hair. 

“Funnily, I saw one of my school bullies with dyed ginger 
hair recently; that gave me a laugh.” 

2) Hunterhunterl21 wrote, “Ugh. I always get the ‘Does the 
carpet match the drapes?’ question. Also getting called fire 
crotch, asking if I’m a freak in the sheets or a leprechaun, all 
that stuff.” 

3) Life-Is-Lemony wrote, “It makes having surgery harder 
because anesthesia doesn’t work as well due to the genetic 
mutation. Also, people automatically assuming it’s box 
dye.” 

4) RedRose_812 wrote: 

“When I was younger and it was pretty much bright orange, 
people were always stopping my parents in stores / public 
places to tell me how pretty it was. They often got right in 

 
63 Source: peanutbutter471, “What changed for you when you went 
from ‘unattractive’ to ‘attractive’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 December 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rmjnbb/what_changed
_for_you_when_you_went_from/ >. 
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 my face and / or touched it and it made me SO 
uncomfortable. I was a painfully shy child who did not want 
the attention. 

“I have the redhead fair complexion, too. I have to wear SPF 
50 sunscreen and apply it more often than anyone I know. 
Have gotten some pretty severe sunburns in my time. Also 
have a smattering of freckles I occasionally got teased for as 
a child. I used to try to wash them off and thought I hated my 
hair color, too. 

“In college, it was a contributing factor to why my first love 
dumped me. According to him, it was ‘too different’ or some 
shit and tanned brunettes were more his ‘type.’ 

“I’ve heard the tired redhead jokes / stereotypes (i.e., gingers 
have no souls? does the carpet match the drapes? is it true 
redheads are wild in bed?) all more than once. 

“I had to be maxed out on drugs when I got my wisdom teeth 
pulled and when I had a C-section, and even then, still felt 
things I shouldn’t have. 

“Now, I’m in my mid-30s and my red has pretty much 
completely faded. I don’t know if it’s a being in my 30s thing 
or a postpartum thing (I had my daughter at 30, so maybe a 
bit of both). My natural color is dull and flat and closer to 
brown now. Last year I started highlighting my red back in 
because I missed it. Turns out I love being a redhead. Who 
knew.”64 

 
64 Source: Historical-Bison553, “Women with naturally red hair, how 
has it affected your life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 23 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rna286/women_with_
naturally_red_hair_how_has_it_affected/ >. 
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 65. “Parents Who Regret Having Kids, Why?” 

1) Kitteneater1996 wrote, “My daughter is severely 
disabled, to the point where she will never live a normal life. 
She can’t walk or talk, has a feeding tube and a wheelchair, 
is legally blind (she can see lights / shapes / colors, but that’s 
it) and has seizures from an unknown cause, and she’s six. 
I’d say her mental development isn’t much more than a few 
months / to a year old at most. If I’d known that she would 
be born this way (she starting having seizures at three weeks 
old), I would have had an abortion the moment I found out I 
was pregnant. She was planned and wanted, and I regret her 
every day. Not that she isn’t a beautiful person, she’s got so 
much spunk and personality and she’s got my attitude, but I 
don’t think for a second that she deserves to live the life 
that’s been laid out for her. I wish I could do more for her.” 

the_colorful_lights commented, “Having a disabled child is 
so hard, and it can be isolating. My mother isolated herself 
for all of our childhood because it was so hard to take care 
of three kids and one with a severe disability. After we were 
grown, she started getting involved in community 
organizations that care for disabled people like Special 
Olympics or the Arc. She made friends with the other 
parents, and her life is so much fuller. It isn’t easy, but she 
has more support and more people who understand. My 
sibling who is disabled also gets to have frequent social 
interaction with her friends, so she is also not isolated.” 

Nate97Dog wrote, “Wow. I had a brother who was exactly 
like this, down to the seizures and needing a feeding tube. 
As a child I resented it because he needed all the attention 
from my parents and I didn’t get much. But looking back on 
it, now that I’m older and he is gone, I don’t wish for a 
second that he was not in my life. Of course, I would have 
liked to have a brother who could walk and talk and do stuff 
with me, but he made life so much better and I became a 
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 much better person for it. Cherish the memories you make 
with your daughter, and yes, life is difficult when you have 
a family member with high needs, but it makes it that much 
sweeter when you realise the impact it’s had upon you and 
the people around you. I wouldn’t have been half the person 
I turned out to be without his influence, and he couldn’t even 
talk.”  

Crakkerz79 commented: 

“My sister is in the exact same position with her second. 
Severe physical defects due to unknown reasons. Constant 
trips to children’s hospital and no real answers. 

“She has an older daughter who unfortunately is neglected 
for attention, and that’s causing its own problems. Her 
husband simply doesn’t get involved with any of it. He 
works hard to support them financially, but is disconnected 
emotionally. 

“She loves her daughter, but also has the feelings sometimes 
that it would have been better for her to not have been born 
… or not to have lived.” 

dhrbtdge commented: 

“I’m horrified hearing [a post about a horrible facility for 
disabled people]. 

“I work in a home for kids (autistic mostly) in the United 
Kingdom and my experience is totally different. My home 
seems like a different one from [the one] you [wrote about]. 
We don’t work with violent kids and if one comes through 
their social worker will usually find them a place in a more 
‘secure’ facility as soon as possible, so it’s probably a big 
reason why my experience is so different. 

“The kids here are taken care of. They live in little flats 
[apartments] of two to four kids, there’s generally sufficient 
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 staff (except for the past three months. I don’t know what 
went wrong but somehow we’re so short-staffed). They get 
nice homecooked meals for every meal with the occasional 
trip to McDonalds or a chippy. They go to a school that is 
appropriate for them, and they get regular showers and 
regular diaper changes if needed. They get appropriate meds 
at appropriate times and have lots of activities and facilities 
to play around like normal kids (if their mobility allows). 

“There are issues, like the staff often being undereducated 
due to the low salary (it’s mostly undergrad students or, like 
me, university dropouts). Living in a facility will probably 
never replace a proper family life for the kids, and we are 
discouraged from showing affection, like hugging them. (I 
understand those policies have a reason to be there, but this 
means that these kids are sometimes emotionally isolated 
when all they want is a hug.) 

“I guess I just wanted to share a more positive experience. I 
want to show that there are good places. It is possible to have 
good care for disabled people. There are some humane 
facilities in the world, and the fact that some are horrible 
should never ever be accepted as ‘well, that’s just how it is.’ 
There is always place for improvement, and we should be 
fighting tooth and nail for better facilities. 

“Having a disabled child is difficult for everyone. And these 
facilities should be here to help and protect and get the kid 
to flourish and reach their full potential.” 

2) strawberry-bubble wrote, “My coworker has three kids. 
She is constantly telling me not to have kids because they are 
a drain on her bank account. She also never has free time 
after work or on weekends.” 

3) redditsavedmyagain wrote: 
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 “Someone I know, entire time raising her kids: ‘Do not have 
kids. It is a huuuuuuge burden. Seriously, it will FUCK up 
your life.’ 

“Now the kids are approaching middle age: ‘Why did you 
not have kids? When will you marry? I want grandkids!’ 

“Kids are like NOPE. Lol.” 

4) DerangedDesign wrote, “I had friends who regretted 
having kids. They told me it was the social expectation to get 
married and have kids, relatives pressured them into it, and 
I guess they didn’t have the strength to do what they wanted. 
They resented the loss of freedom, the work it takes, the cost. 
Their kids were horrible, too, due to bad parenting. Some 
people just shouldn’t have kids and they knew they didn’t 
want to, but felt obligated. Everyone loses.” 

bluegrassmommy commented: 

“I always wanted to be a mom, even from a very young age. 
I have two daughters and love them to pieces but still get 
pressure from my husband’s family to ‘try for that boy.’ 
When we found out our second baby was going to be a girl, 
we had multiple people ask if I was upset she wasn’t a boy. 

“Yeah, I was terribly upset my perfectly healthy baby was 
born with a vulva instead of a penis. 

“Oh, and the kicker is I don’t even have the capability to 
reproduce anymore since I had a hysterectomy six years 
ago.” 

j_matmann wrote: 

“I had a boy and a girl—- so many people tell me, ‘Oh, nice, 
one of each—now you can stop.’ 

“Like I’m collecting bookends or something. 

“People are weird, indeed.” 
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 Old_Commisssion_264 may have commented on the wrong 
post: “Ever play a game, get stuck, and then forget about it 
for years? Then you try playing and you forget how to play 
and don’t even really like it anymore? Or any other game for 
that matter?” 

Ozo_Z0z0 answered, “Not sure why you’re describing my 
love life, but sure.”65 

66. “What’s Your Weirdest Flirting Move That Actually 
Worked?” 

1) whitemeatlover wrote, “I wasn’t trying to flirt, just burped 
REALLY loud after finishing my beer. I burp pretty damn 
loud in general, and I impressed a man. He 
goes daaammnnn, girl, let me get your number.” 

panickedhistorian commented: 

“Similar one: Once got digits for ‘going down on those 
wings like an animal.’ 

“His whole manner and sincerity and everything also counts 
it as the most wholesome way I’ve ever been approached 
while alone at a restaurant / bar.” 

That-1-Red-Shirt wrote, “I ripped a massive Diet Coke burp 
in front of my boyfriend’s youngest not too long after he first 
met me. I earned that child’s respect that day. The look on 
his face when I said, ‘‘Excuse me!’ was hilarious.” 

2) xladyyvontrampx wrote, “This wasn’t intentional flirting, 
but one time I was eating a roast beef sandwich with all my 
might, really feeling it because it was so good. A piece of 

 
65 Source: BlessedAFx777, “[SERIOUS] Parents who regret having 
kids: Why?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rnym7q/serious_parent
s_who_regret_having_kids_why/ >. 
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 roast beef fell on my plate so I picked it up, titled my head 
backwards and ate the beef. […] Then I turned my head and 
this guy was looking at me, perplexed. I didn’t give it much 
thought, I just laughed and went back to finish my sandwich. 
By the end, he approached my table and asked me out.” 

3) SleepFlower80 wrote, “I walked up to him in a club, 
grabbed his tie, and kissed him. He spent two hours doing 
laps of the club trying to find me again.” 

4) That-1-Red-Shirt wrote: 

“I pulled a knife on my first date with a dude. Well, it was a 
first date after meeting online so I brought a pocketknife. 
Unfortunately, the only spot to keep it was in the waistband 
of my (really tight) jeans in the middle of my back and it was 
digging into me. I kept messing with it.  

“He finally said, ‘Damn, girl, you scratching your ass or are 
you hiding a knife?’ 

“I said, ‘Funny you should ask," and I pulled it out, still 
folded.  

“Somehow we are still together three years later. He might 
be afraid.” 

5) redhotweasley wrote, “Seriously, I got asked out while 
being dressed up as Guy Fieri for Halloween, full fake 
goatee with the bleached soul patch and everything.” 

6) BankerBabe420 wrote, “I walked up to someone in the 
street and asked, ‘Do I know you?’ He said no, and I said, “I 
know. I just thought you were cute.’ And then we dated for 
a few years.”66 

 
66 Source: totally_a_human_rly, “What’s your weirdest flirting move 
that actually worked?” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 December 2021 < 
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 67. “What Are Some Things That You Say / Do, That 
Men Might MISUNDERSTAND As ‘She’s Flirting With 
Me’?” 

1) MostlyALurerBefore wrote: 

“Smiling. 

“Nodding politely. 

“Making eye contact. 

“Not making eye contact. 

“Sitting beside him. 

“Sitting away from him. 

“Saying ‘Hello.’ 

“Laughing. 

“Fixing / fiddling with my hair. 

“Adjusting my clothing in any way. 

“Having a conversation. 

“Not talking to him. 

“Being in his vicinity and existing as a woman.” 

2) Shallow-ishPuddle wrote: 

“Being friendly while working. 

“I work customer service. It’s my job to be nice and friendly. 
It gets me tips. 

 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rnsfz2/whats_your_w
eirdest_flirting_move_that_actually/ >. 
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 “Heaven forbid I compliment something they’re wearing or 
their hair.” 

3) peppermind wrote, “Having a pulse while in their vicinity 
seems to suffice for some guys.” 

tc88 wrote, “Accidentally glancing in their general 
direction.” 

4) nothin_suspicious wrote, “I generally try to be very nice 
to the people whom I talk to. Also, I have a tendency to get 
a little flustered when I talk to strangers, and then I start 
blushing, and then some people interpret that as me being 
embarrassed like someone would be when talking to a crush 
or something.” 

5) litolily wrote: 

“Smiling. 

“I remember while walking home I was reading something 
that my boyfriend at the time texted me, which made me 
laugh. I looked up and there was a guy in front of me who 
was smiling at me. I guess he thought I was smiling for him? 
I immediately stopped grinning and look back down on my 
phone, but then he started to walk slowly. So I walked even 
slower hoping that he would get the hint and walk past me. 
He then starts to walk in place while taking micro steps […]. 
It was so cringy to watch.” 

6) AcaciaKait wrote, “Being visibly female.” 

7) Sagasujin wrote, “Exist while being busty.”67 

 
67 Source: ISHIMURA_MJD, “What are some things that you say/do, 
that men might MISUNDERSTAND as ‘she’s flirting with me’?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 24 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rnxdye/what_are_som
e_things_that_you_saydo_that_men/ >. 
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 68. “Which Is The Biggest Example Of Hypocrisy You 
Have Seen In Real Life?” 

1) Gonergonegone wrote, “My aunt told me I was a sinner 
and going to hell for being bisexual. I laughed and gave her 
three examples of sins she had committed in the last five 
hours (gluttony, lust, aaaand passing judgment on her fellow 
man). It made my very Christian mother laugh. She also told 
my aunt, verbatim, ‘The next time you tell my son it’s wrong 
to be gay, you’ll meet Jesus much faster than you planned.’” 

2) RhinestonePoboy wrote, An obese aunt one time was 
lecturing me about sin while she was putting away some 
M&M’s, and my dad asked her, ‘What about gluttony?’” 

3) LadyTwinkles wrote, “A relative preaching on how we 
should not flaunt our wealth and be humble specially around 
those who can’t afford it, then proceeds to wear all the gold 
jewelry she could fit on herself, something like six rings, two 
necklaces, six to eight bangles, nose ring, earrings when 
invited to the housewarming party of a poorer relative who 
is struggling financially and barely found an affordable 
apartment. She was even upset that I didn’t do the same and 
made her feel awkward.” 

4) thunderfart_99 wrote: 

“My ex-housemate had a go at anybody who fell asleep on 
the sofa in the communal room where we all watched TV. 
This is fair enough; after all, if you need to sleep — your 
bedroom is the place to be. 

“Except the problem is that he did that regularly himself. 
Especially if he had been heavily drinking (he was an 
alcoholic), he just fell asleep on the couch watching the TV. 
It was a bit awkward coming into the room sometimes and 
then you had to shut up because he was fast asleep. All my 
other housemates just turned a blind eye to it. 
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 “I actually confronted him on his hypocrisy once, and he 
very bluntly said, ‘Where’s your evidence that I’ve slept on 
the couch?’ I was a bit taken aback as I wasn’t sure if he was 
doing it to be an asshole or he genuinely couldn’t remember 
because he was so drunk. 

“Next time he did it, after another late night on the drink, I 
actually took a photo of him fast asleep on the couch. Bonus, 
he actually started pissing himself while it happened. I had 
to wake him up and tell him to go to the toilet! Cleaning the 
couch was not fun either. I showed him the photo in the 
morning when he had sobered up and he looked a bit 
sheepish. He always went to sleep in his room after that!”68 

69. “What Is Your Plan B If Nobody Marries You?” 

SunnyvaleeShithawk wrote, “My plan A is to have nobody 
marry me.” 

geico_fire commented: 

“All I need is a roof over my head, food, a car, financial 
stability, and three cats, and I’m set. 

“But especially the cats.”69 

 
68 Source: Lava_Wolf_68, “Which is the biggest example of hypocrisy, 
you have seen in real life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rovn2s/which_is_the_b
iggest_example_of_hypocrisy_you/ >. 
69 Source: Fabulous_Smoke4223, “What is your plan B if nobody 
marries you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rpiloq/what_is_your_pl
an_b_if_nobody_marries_you/ >. 
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 70. “Historians Of Reddit, What Is The Most Not-Safe-
For-Work Thing In History You Have Ever Heard 
About?” 

wanyequest wrote: 

“There is a Roman poem considered so dirty that its 
translation was not published for centuries. Turns out it is 
shockingly dirty. 

“< https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catullus_16 >.” 

i_potatoed_my_pants wrote: 

“Reading Catullus in college was a trip. 

“I distinctly remember one where he nonchalantly mentions 
catching a local teen trying to rape a girl, so he beat and 
threw him over a fence and raped him in retaliation. Sure 
wasn’t expecting that on a Monday morning.” 

Yzjdriel commented, “This man wrote love poetry for a 
living, and his critics criticized him for not writing about 
‘manly’ things — he responds by writing a series of poems 
about them, and this one’s first line — ‘I will sodomize you 
and face-fuck you’ — is one of the most vulgar things 
written in Latin that appears in any extant literature we know 
of.” 

morelsupporter responded, “So all these guys on Tinder now 
are basically just ancient Roman poets.” 

NickSuggestionsSuck commented, “That’s one of my 
favourites, seriously; not only does it make my inner 11-
year-old laugh nonstop, it sounds fucking great in the 
original — as if he was angry and pointing fingers on the 
first verses, then midway he realizes, ‘You know, those 
claims are rather funny,’ then he throws the ball again at 
Aurelius and Furius, and then reinforces the threat, as if 
saying, ‘I’m going to do it, you two.’ And the whole rhythm 
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 of the poem flows so fucking well with the words 
themselves!” 

Samuel_L_Johnson commented, “Aurelius and Furius [the 
two men Catullus threatened] been real quiet since this 
dropped.” 

Rojaddit commented, “It’s a dis track. He’s calling out other 
rappers of the time who had disparaged him in their poems! 
People really don’t change.” 

chakhrakhan20 commented, “Lol. I just read the translations. 
Catullus firing grenades everywhere.”70 

71. “Redditors Who Have Married Someone Of A 
Significantly Greater Or Lesser Socioeconomic Level, 
How Did You Meet And How Is It Going?” 

HolaEverybody wrote: 

“My husband grew up very wealthy and very socially 
awkward. When he was 20, his mom had him take out the 
new maid so he could ‘practice’ on her. The mom did not 
expect him to propose. She was not amused. She cut him off 
until they had their second kid. 

“This was like forty years ago. We’re still happily married.” 

diver_climber asked: 

“Congrats on 40 years! 

“What’s the age gap between you and your husband? 

 
70 Source: Distinct_Bluejaw _ 738, “Historians of reddit, what is the 
most nsfw thing in history you have ever heard about?” Reddit, 
AskReddit. 26 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rpcjdv/historians_of_re
ddit_what_is_the_most_nsfw_thing/ >. 
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 “How did you both cope after he was cut off?” 

HoleEverybody answered: 

“Three-year age gap. He had one year left of school so I lived 
with my parents while he went back to college. He was able 
to take out loans and sponge off his friends for the little 
things. After he graduated we moved into an apartment the 
size of a matchbox, and then a slightly bigger matchbox. We 
lived like that for six years and were actually doing fine 
(aside from his occasional whining because he missed things 
like … good wine / cars / food / not feeling guilty for not 
cleaning up after himself because the maid would do it …) 
when his parents swallowed their pride and asked to see their 
grandchildren. 

“I found out years later that his mother had approached him 
earlier, when we had only one kid, to encourage him to leave 
me. She promised he would get full custody of the child and 
find him a more suitable wife. He told her I was pregnant 
again and politely suggested she fuck off.” 

SureWhyNot-Org asked, “If it’s not too personal, may I ask 
if you knew he was ‘practicing’ on you when he did?” 

HolaEverybody commented, “Of course! They argued pretty 
openly in front of us [servants?]; we were basically invisible 
to them. Plus his mother ordered me to put on a dress and 
accompany him to dinner while he stared bloody daggers at 
her. We had nothing whatsoever in common except our 
uptight and bossy parents. But, after a very quiet and 
miserable hour, complaining about them offered endless 
conversational fodder. 

HolaEverybody added: 

“She literally used the word ‘practice’ when she suggested it 
to him. She did not specify if he was practicing interacting 
with a girl, dating etiquette, or something sexual. I think she 
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 assumed all three but really didn’t care, it was left to his 
discretion. 

“Edit: His father blamed himself for the whole ‘nightmare’ 
because HIS father had taken him to a prostitute for his 13th 
birthday and he didn’t do the same for my husband.” 

2) exactislands wrote, “We only dated, but we lived together 
for seven years. We met at the airport. We broke up shortly 
after his mom got drunk and screamed about him dating 
outside his class while on a vacation. He suddenly realized 
his goals were loftier than mine and decided I would hold 
him back.” 

derpycalculator commented: 

“Well, he sounds delightful. /sarcasm  

“I hope his dick falls off.” 

3) ImALittleThrowaway99 wrote: 

“Must be vague a bit. 

My dad’s family = old money. Their farm in Virginia = 
National Historic Register. The family home in UK from the 
12th Century = royal trust. US navy ship named for a 
member of the family. Family includes admirals, 
congressmen, etc., as well as various different self-made 
millionaires. 

“Mom = grandchild of immigrants on both sides, she was the 
first to go to university, her parents were the only members 
of her family to own their own home. 

“She was in university, and he was enlisted in the military 
when they met and fell in love. He never spoke of his family 
history, etc., just that he was expected to pay for his own 
education with no family help (a tradition). At first her 
parents were upset because he didn’t have a degree and made 
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 so little money as a soldier! He proposed, she accepted. His 
grandparents sent their private plane so she could meet them, 
and she quickly realized things were different than she 
expected. 

“Their 31st anniversary is coming up, and they are still sappy 
for each other.”71 

72. “What Is Your Most Cringe Sexual Experience?” 

1) veron1on1, the Original Poster of this question, wrote, 
“After reading a lot of your replies, I’m reminded of other 
cringe moments. So I grew up in a very religious house. I 
knew absolutely nothing about sex. Sex Ed in school was 
absolutely off-limits. So, I’m about 13 and all these kids in 
school are joking around about ‘jacking off.’ I finally put 
two and two together so one night in bed, I decide to try it. 
It’s kinda painful but feels good at the same time and then 
SPLOOSH! All over my chest. I thought my dick had 
exploded blood and I jumped out of bed and ran down the 
hallway to tell my parents to get me to a hospital. But right 
before I got to the living room, I realized it wasn’t red blood 
but this white stuff. I quickly got to the bathroom, took a 
shower and I swear to God, had I actually made it to the 
living room, to my parents, I would have killed myself by 
now.” 

2) ApexDamien wrote: 

“In high school I started dating this girl who was three years 
older than me. I always thought she had the most amazing 
ass. Finally the day comes we’re about to have sex. She takes 

 
71 Source: BugsRatty, “[Serious] Redditors who have married someone 
of a significantly greater or lesser socioeconomic level, how did you 
meet and how is it going?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rq2re7/serious_redditor
s_who_have_married_someone_of_a/ >. 
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 her pants off and what comes off with her pants was a thick 
butt pad. She had no ass. She just wore butt pads all the time 
to make it look like she did. 

“I still smashed.” 

3) Pimpcool420 wrote: 

“I had been with a long string of girls with small boobs, I got 
really used to saying ‘size doesn’t matter’ or ‘I like them 
small’ or whatever. 

“Then I met a girl with big boobs. She was trying to dirty-
talk while she was on top of me, and she asked, ‘Do you like 
those big titties?’ and I responded with a deadpan ‘not 
really.’ Really killed the mood; laughing at myself didn’t 
help.” 

4) hootyowlscissors wrote, “I knew a couple in high school. 
Parents walked in on her giving him head. He didn’t give her 
… a heads up. Just stood there and stared at them while she 
continued to bob. So after about 20 seconds, the dad was 
like, ‘Are you just going to keep going with your mother 
standing here?’” 

5) AnswerConsistent680 wrote: 

“I had sex with a girl who just lay there. Like literally just 
lay on the bed and did nothing. She just lay down on the bed 
and then it seemed she lost the ability to move. She rag-
dolled. It was as if she was a fucking corpse. I had to 
physically move her legs open. She didn’t move at all. She 
was looking at me and moaning and all the usual stuff except 
for actually moving. It was super creepy. I may as well have 
just fucked a blow-up doll at this point, I’d imagine it’s the 
same.  

“I had to lift her legs onto my shoulders and hold her legs in 
place and stuff and it got to the point where I just felt super 
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 weird about the whole thing and thought something must be 
wrong so I stopped and asked, ‘Are you ok?’  

“She said, ‘Yeah, I’m fine. I was enjoying it. Why did you 
stop?’  

“I replied, ‘Well it’s just you’re not doing anything. Like at 
all.’  

“She looked back at me and just said, ‘What do you mean?’  

“I said, ‘Usually when I have sex with someone the other 
person does stuff, too.’  

“She said, “Really?”  

“Then basically we had a whole conversation where I had to 
explain how sex works and all her life she’d literally lay 
there and done nothing and no one had told her it was 
weird.”72 

73. “What’s Criminally Overpriced To You?” 

knockfart wrote, “Funerals.” 

Independent-Tip-8728 commented, “Just melt me in a 
bucket of acid, and fling me at my enemies.” 

Prestigious-Cell3755 commented, “Paid for two funerals 
this past year. Get a life insurance policy, and get a will.” 

kungfustatisician commented, “And for the love of all that’s 
holy, save your paperwork and login information so that 
your next of kin can find it.” 

 
72 Source: veron1on1, “What is your most cringe sexual experience?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 28 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rqmloq/what_is_your_
most_cringe_sexual_experience/ >. 
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 Prestigious-Cell3755 commented, “My mom died. I went 
into her bedroom and found a scrap of paper with all of her 
passwords. She wrote ‘I love you’ all over the page.” 

Demurist commented, “This Christmas my mom took me 
around her house and showed me where all of her important 
documentation was in case ‘something happened’ because 
her partner, Stan, would be totally lost. Even simulating the 
process got me more than I thought it would.”73 

74. “Without Mentioning Covid Or Politics (For The 
Love Of God, Please) What’s The Dumbest / Funniest 
Thing You’ve Ever Argued With Someone About?” 

throwawaypatien wrote, “I once overheard my dad and step-
mother arguing over whether or not unicorns can travel 
backwards in time.” 

Microgeek42 commented, “Is it that they can’t or won’t? 
Unicorns may be very cautious and not want to cause a time 
paradox. Could be a cultural taboo.” 

tomatojournal commented, “It’s a unicorn, not a unicornt, 
Susan.” 

owlinspector commented: 

“Sounds like something my wife and I could argue about. 
Stupid shut with no basis in reality. The other day we had 
heated discussion about the proper hunting methods for the 
Kebab animal. Turns out it is spear and you need to nail it 
down the centerline. 

 
73 Source: PhantomBaka, “Whats criminally overpriced to you?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 29 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rretoj/whats_criminally
_overpriced_to_you/ >. 
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 “Never thought about how our arguments sound to the 
kids.”74 

75. “Women Who Enjoy Being Tied Up Or Restricted 
During Sex, How Do You Bring Yourself To Be 
Comfortable With That?” 

nannydee, the Original Poster of this question, added, “Like, 
how do you make yourself feel comfortable knowing that 
you’ve lost some control? How do you establish boundaries 
and trust with your partner?” 

1) ricepilaph wrote, “There is enjoyment in surrendering and 
trusting.” 

2) Opposite_Sun_3662 wrote, “While being tied up isn’t for 
everyone, you should realize you’re basically in the same 
position with any man you’re in a private dark room in with 
because almost all men can overpower a woman if they try. 
If you don’t trust a man, you shouldn’t be having regular sex 
with him either, because he could decide to do anything if 
he’s evil or criminal.” 

3) EnthusiasticBi wrote: 

“It’s not a matter of bringing myself to be comfortable with 
it. If I were not comfortable with it, I wouldn’t do it. If 
someone were trying to talk me into it and I was 
uncomfortable with the idea, I would walk out. I enjoy it 
because I enjoy it. 

 
74 Source: MainSeparate2964, “Without mentioning covid or politics 
(for the love of God, please) what’s the dumbest/funniest thing you’ve 
ever argued with someone about?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 December 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rqv815/without_mentio
ning_covid_or_politics_for_the_love/ >. 
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 “I do it with partners I have had sex with and I trust. It’s that 
simple. 

“On rare occasions, I have done this with one-night stands 
and it was after hours of in-person conversation. I observe 
how they talk to me, how they talk about women, how they 
view sex, promiscuous women, kink, gender roles. 

“I want to note that I struggled with this question. For me the 
salient feature of restraint is not losing control, even though 
I lose the ability to walk out any time I want. For me the 
salient factor is the sensation. 

“Boundaries: same as with the sex talk. Look up Reid’s Safer 
Sex Elevator Speech. What do you want to do? What are 
your limits? How do we stop a scene? Here are the positions 
I can’t do (e.g., I don’t have the shoulder mobility for a TK 
tie). Here are the sensations I like. 

“Trust with partners: I have had sex with them before. I have 
enjoyed their company and am comfortable with them 
outside of sex. They are receptive when I have told them 
things I’ve liked and did not like, in regards to sex and non-
sex matters. 

“Trust with one-night stands: the hours of in-person 
conversation first. It’s not full restriction. They can hold me 
down with their bodies. (I can always kick them in the balls 
or hit their nose with my skull if need be.) Or they restrain 
one hand. Or they tie the restraints loose enough that I can 
slip my wrists out if needed. I gauge whether I could fight 
them off if need be. As someone else mentioned, these are 
calculations that I make as a woman with men even without 
restraints. 

“It also helps when we’re both sex-positive, experienced, 
and kinky. When they know how to discuss the topic openly 
and frankly.” 
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 4) nothin_suspicious wrote, “There is something oddly 
comforting about surrendering all agency to someone you 
know, love, and trust.” 

5) DeckIsFull wrote, “Letting yourself go and surrendering 
control to someone you trust is extremely hot and sexy.” 

6) AussieGirl27 wrote: 

“It’s very freeing to surrender all control to someone else. 
As long as there is implicit trust, then it can be the most 
exhilarating experience. 

“Do not do it if you feel any apprehension about the person. 
You can feel nervous about the activity, but you must have 
100% trust in the person you are surrendering your control 
to.” 

7) HannahK109 wrote: 

“Taking things slowly and discovering each other’s 
boundaries together.  

“Communication and trust is key.”75 

76. “How Do You Feel When You Catch A Glimpse Of 
Yourself In The Mirror Naked?” 

Effective-Essay8563, the Original Poster of this question, 
added, “Do you cover yourself as soon as you get out of the 
shower just to avoid seeing yourself naked? 

1) MacaroonExpensive143 wrote: 

 
75 Source: nannydee, “Women who enjoy being tied up or restricted 
during sex, how do you bring yourself to be comfortable with that?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 29 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rrsux0/women_who_e
njoy_being_tied_up_or_restricted/ >. 
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 “Long enough to cross my legs and extend my arms out 
while sensually and dramatically asking my reflection, 
‘Would you fuck me? I’d fuck me. I’d fuck me so hard.’ 

“You know, the usual stuff.” 

glitterpile12 commented, “That’s my morning routine!” 

2) thunder0uss wrote, “After being bullied and being 
insecure, now I could spend hours looking at myself naked 
or not naked in the mirror (in a good way).” 

3) MissionUniversity922 wrote, “Why do we all criticise 
ourselves, honestly! Pack it in! When you die, will you be 
remembered for your big butt or small boobs? No! They are 
not who you are! You are the worth of your actions. Be kind 
to yourself and each other.” 

4) gravetinder wrote, “I’m 22 weeks pregnant and starting to 
show big time, so every time I pass my mirror I’m just like, 
‘Woah! That’s me!’ I’ve spent a lot of time staring at my 
body in disbelief. So far, I don’t mind the body changes at 
all.”76 

77. “People Of Reddit, What’s The Scariest Thing That’s 
Ever Happened To You?” 

1) Dbomb2021 wrote: 

“I moved to a new city (21 F) for college and was trying to 
make friends. There was a comic book store near my 
apartment and I signed up for a Dungeons and Dragons 

 
76 Source: Effective-Essay8563, “How do you feel when you catch a 
glimpse of yourself in the mirror naked?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rs66qx/how_do_you_
feel_when_you_catch_a_glimpse_of/ >. 
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 group. I used my first name, phone number, and a gamer 
email address. 

“The store employee and I had some casual conversation on 
favorite comic book series. We both really liked Batman so 
we talked for a good 15-20 mins before I purchased a book 
with my credit card. 

“Around 9 PM the employee texted me like ‘Hey, this is 
store employee. I really enjoyed talking with you today.’ 

“I was a little unnerved by this because the only way he has 
my phone number was because of the DnD sign-up sheet. I 
didn’t really want to respond at first, but I didn’t want to 
appear unfriendly and not be invited to the DnD group so I 
responded, ‘Yeah, I’m glad to have found comic book store. 
Can’t wait to meet the DnD group. See ya next time!’ 

“He proceeded to text me a few more times that night, but I 
didn’t respond. 

“He tried to add me on social media. He got my last name 
from my credit card. 

“The final straw was I was on my college campus after hours 
studying in the library. I’m packing up my things when he 
calls me. I look at the phone, hit ignore, and put my phone 
on the table. 

“HE THEN APPEARS FROM BEHIND A FUCKING 
BOOKSHELF TWO FEET AWAY and has the balls to ask, 
‘Hey, why did you ignore my call?’ 

“I literally had this feeling like a wave of cold water from 
my head to my toes, and I broke out in a cold sweat. I 
managed to put on my professional retail smile and was like, 
‘Oh, my god, hi! Sorry I ignored your call, I was just trying 
to pack up and head home for the day. How are you?’ 
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 “I was talking very girly and loudly because I honestly just 
hoped I can either make him happy enough not to murder me 
or to get someone’s attention because I’m being loud in a 
library. 

“He was oddly calm and he was smiling but not in a warm 
way. ‘Why haven’t you been returning my texts?’ 

“Without missing a beat, “I have to pay for my data. I have 
the cheapo Walmart plan. Look at this phone, it’s ancient! 
Anyway, I can’t wait for DnD on Friday, though! I am so 
ready to socialize and relax.” 

“Then he talked about the campaign and roles that are open, 
etc. He asked to walk me to my car and I lie, ‘No, thank you, 
my boyfriend is coming to meet me in a few minutes.’ 

“His face like turned for a minute and I was so scared. I 
remember kicking myself because it was a straight-up lie, 
but I didn’t know what to say to have him not follow me to 
my car. 

“Then like I don’t know if god is real or what — one of my 
male classmates walked by and I took my chance. 

“‘Oh, my god, fellow classmate! Hey, one minute!’ 

“I turned to store employee and said, ‘Hey, sorry, I need to 
catch up with classmate. I’ll see you Friday.’ 

“And I bolted for my classmate. 

“I grabbed his arm like we were best friends and I just started 
talking about class. I walked us outside and he got me to my 
car. It was pitch black outside. I was so scared, but the 
classmate was so sweet; he got in my car and chilled for a 
bit and I drove him to his car. 
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 “I never went back to the comic book store. I still go to 
conventions and I have seen the store employee a few times, 
but we never spoke again.” 

2) Containedmultiples wrote, “My cousins were once 
playing in their yard when a guy came by in a van and called 
out to them to ask if they’d seen his missing puppy. The 
oldest screamed, ‘Run back to the house,’ and dragged her 
younger siblings inside. The guy shortly after rang the 
doorbell absolutely horrified to apologize to my aunt and 
clarify that he actually was looking for a lost puppy.” 

3) SasquatchIsMyHomie wrote: 

“I was already on the worst date of my life with a barely 
coherent guy who smelled like he hadn’t showered in a 
week. I was dropping him off at his bike after a glass of wine 
at a fancy wine bar where he ‘knew a guy’ who wasn’t 
working that night, so guess who has two thumbs and paid 
for both drinks? This guy. [Me.] 

“Suddenly dude yells, ‘LOOK OUT!’ and I slam the brakes. 
I missed getting demolished by inches by a speeding SUV 
blasting through a stop sign and across an arterial road at 70+ 
mph. I later found out that it crashed into someone’s house 
shortly thereafter. 

“Anyways I was shaking like a leaf after that — that guy 
saved both our lives. Wish I could say it was a meet cute, but 
I never saw him again.” 

chuck1942 commented, “Real quick from him being a 
douche to ‘we’ll call it even and have a good life.’” 

wired89 commented, “This was a wild ride. I expected the 
dude to be a weirdo. And blam! — new direction.” 

SasquatchIsMyHomie responded, “Oh he was deffo a 
weirdo. Earlier in the night he offered me a drink out of a 



 178 

 

 mason jar of strange brown liquid that he said was ‘tulsi 
extract’ that would ‘open my crown chakra.’ Call me old 
fashioned, but I just think that’s more of a third-date thing.” 

4) hootyowlscissors wrote: 

“I was in bed when I heard a rustle. Looked around. Saw 
nothing. Lay back down. 

“Heard a louder rustle. Looked around. Looked under the 
bed. Lay back down with my heart in my throat. 

“Something large landed on my face and chest … it was the 
stupid poster over my bed. 

“To this day I’m proud I didn’t soil myself.” 

5) readmorebookspeople wrote, “I went out for a few drinks 
with friends one Saturday night, left the bar, and went back 
to my apartment where I live alone. I got into bed and fell 
asleep. The next morning my friend sent me a message on 
WhatsApp saying, ‘Send me the photos from last night,’ so 
I flicked through all of the photos from the night before to 
find at least 20 pictures of me sleeping, and in the 
background of the photo the shadow of someone on the wall, 
clearly holding up my phone taking pictures all dated and 
timed during the time I would have been asleep.” 

readmorebookspeople added, “I completely had a shit 
attack, gave my phone to the cops, moved in with my sister 
and her kids until I found a new place, told the landlord I had 
to cut my contract short and he said he’d move out, too! 
Never to this day did we ever get to the bottom of it.” 

LimeBeansAreGood commented: 

“Is it possible that your friend who texted was a total dick 
and took the pics? 
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 “I choose to believe that because the alternative is too 
terrifying.” 

6) troubled-paradise69 wrote: 

“A customer asked me out, I said no, and he left the store 
very upset. Any woman who works in retail has had this 
experience; sadly, this is nothing unusual. 

“But then he waited by the front door, the only exit, 
occasionally looking in at me through the glass windows. 
And 45 minutes later, he was still there. I was the only one 
on the floor that night, so he knew I had to close the store 
alone. I had to call the manager to come in and help me close. 

“While I was waiting for the manager, I started to second 
guess myself. Maybe he was just waiting for a ride. 

“But as soon as my manager arrived, the customer got into 
his parked car and left.” 

paradise69 added, “I’m just glad my manager had my back! 
I’ve had other managers who I know would’ve just chided 
me for calling them off hours and told me to get back to 
work.” 

sonia72queebec commented: 

“I managed a couple of stores and I never let anyone close a 
store alone. Never. They weren’t big stores, usually 15 
women working there, but I always budgeted for it. What 
happened to you is a good example of what could go wrong. 

“I advise you to call the cops next time you need help.” 

cruelblush commented: 

“I had drive-through espresso stands, usually single closers 
[and single early a.m. openers]. They all were instructed the 
first day to pay attention to what was going on in the lot, 
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 don’t leave the store (or your car) if anyone was there, and 
call the cops if you needed an escort. 

“While the cops were called a couple of times for escort (and 
they were happy to do it), we never had any issues.” 

7) juliorama wrote: 

“I lived about five blocks from my job (espresso stand 
barista) and was walking to work one morning about 8:30ish 
along a really busy street. There was a Jack-In-The-Box 
kitty-corner from the espresso stand and as I was walking 
past the parking lot a guy in a 70s muscle car stopped me to 
ask if I knew where thus and such high school was.  

“I told him it was on the other side of town, but he insisted 
there was one right in the neighborhood where we were. 
There was a private school a few blocks away, but it wasn’t 
a high school. As I was talking to him, his passenger had 
gotten out and walked around on the sidewalk so he was 
behind me.  

“I gave them directions to the private school (literally ‘go 
down this road three blocks, turn left at the brown duplex 
with the pine trees in the front yard, drive two more blocks 
and you’re in the parking lot’), but they were just certain 
they’d get lost. They really wanted me to get in the car and 
go with them.  

“Every hair on the back of my neck was at attention. I told 
them my boss was waiting for me and pointed to where not 
just my boss stood, but a bunch of the larger guys from the 
car detailing / windshield installation strip mall were keeping 
an eye on the situation.  

“I shook as I crossed that street. A couple of the big 
windshield dudes crossed to meet me, and the guys in the car 
took off.” 
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 8) KinkyCaucasian wrote: 

“I used to work security at a high-end apartment complex for 
foreign-exchange students. I was working the night shift one 
night, when I noticed on the CCTV that an Asian girl I 
recognized from the site got dropped off by a taxi to the side 
of the building. As she was walking around, a man 
approached her and started talking to her while blocking the 
path she was headed down. Her mannerisms showed she was 
trying to pleasantly disengage with him while walking 
around him.  

“As I was getting up to monitor the situation in person, he 
grabbed her arm and started dragging her towards the bins 
which are situated down a few steps in a secluded area. I flew 
out of the building and as I got there he had her pinned 
against the wall with his hand covering her mouth trying to 
hush her up presumably. He saw me, and unluckily for him 
the only exit was the stairs I was blocking.  

“I punched him, but while doing so noticed I was just scaring 
the girl more. So I stayed with him, and radio-called the other 
guard from the next site to come take her to her room. It took 
everything I had not to do him in while I waited for the 
police.77 

78. “What Instance From Your Past Immediately Makes 
You Cringe When Thinking About It?” 

1) offspring515 wrote: 

“In the third grade I had a huge crush on a girl named 
Michelle. She started ‘going out’ with a guy named Brian. 

 
77 Source: Luca_F123, “People of Reddit, what’s the scariest thing 
that’s ever happened to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rsc2ih/people_of_reddi
t_whats_the_scariest_thing_thats/ >. 
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 “Jealous and infuriated, I decided to put a voodoo curse on 
him. Why? Well around this time there was a wrestler who 
was a voodoo priest on TV called Papa Shango. He was my 
inspiration. 

“So I wrote a note telling Brian he was cursed and drew some 
chicken bones and weird designs on it and slipped it into his 
desk. 

“About a week later I snuck in early from lunch and balanced 
half a carton of chocolate milk in his desk on one of his 
books in the hopes he would spill it all over his stuff. He 
didn’t. Just pulled it out of his desk, gave it a weird look and 
threw it away. 

“My foray into the dark arts ended a few days later when I 
went to put another note in his desk and one of his friends 
caught me. 

“The funny part is they didn’t even make fun of me for it. I 
think it was so weird they didn’t know what to make of it.” 

2) Spageety wrote, “I set my friend’s message notification 
noise to a fart sound and she texted me in class.” 

ceagon commented, “The shame is coming from inside the 
house.” 

3) _Pantomath_ wrote: 

“I have one that actually earned me the nickname Powder 
Puff Girl … sigh.  

“I was dating this guy and we had just recently moved in 
together. He was going to have a BBQ and invite all his 
friends over so I could finally meet the whole group.  

“Well, of course, I had to make sure I looked flawless, so I 
shit, showered, and shaved, and picked out my most adorable 
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 outfit yellow sundress white wedges hair perfectly curled … 
blah blah blah. 

“Anyways, I was nervous and started feeling a little damp so 
naturally, I grabbed the baby powder and literally doused 
myself with it (under arms behind neck and between my 
legs). 

“Well, after collecting myself I finally stepped out of the 
room to go introduce myself … so after all my hellos, I sat 
down on the couch and POOF! A GIGANTIC CLOUD OF 
BABY POWDER shot out from between my legs … vagina 
dust everywhere.  

“Everyone just stood there confused and uncomfortable, and 
I could feel my skin burning hot from embarrassment so in 
an attempt to lessen the painfully embarrassing moment I 
made it worse by blurting out, "Phew. Yah, it’s been a while 
for me. Please ignore the dust and cobwebs.’ 

“Everyone started laughing. I politely excused myself so I 
could go reevaluate my entire life and then returned only to 
be re-WELCOMED, and I would become known as Powder 
Puff Girl from that day forward.” 

4) -eDgAR- wrote: 

“I still cringe when I think about my first solo date back in 
high school. (Before that I had been on group dates with 
other couples.) 

“I had a huge crush on this girl, thought she was really cool, 
and I loved her art and I couldn’t believe she said yes to a 
date. We went to the zoo because it was free and we were 
just broke teenagers and we had a blast. Afterwards, we went 
to grab some food at this place before having to split off to 
go home. 
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 “Our trains were heading in the opposite directions and the 
entrances were across the street from each other, so I walked 
with her to her side to say goodbye. I closed my eyes and 
awkwardly leaned in to give her a kiss goodbye, and she 
went in more for a hug. I ended up headbutting her in the 
face and her nose started bleeding.  

“I was so embarrassed and didn’t know what to say, so I just 
asked, ‘Are you okay?’  

“She replied, ‘I think so.’  

“Still not knowing what to do I just said, ‘Okay, bye!’ and 
then ran across the street to catch my train. 

“It was so painfully awkward and embarrassing, I avoided 
her for weeks after that.” 

5) mrsbfs wrote, “One time I was sleeping at a friend’s 
house, and we went out to get ice cream and the mom asked 
me what flavor I wanted and I said ‘vagina’ instead of 
‘vanilla.’” 

6) Hullaba-Loo wrote: 

“I once volunteered my best friend for a charitable fundraiser 
‘date auction’ without her knowledge, then drunkenly led 
her onstage and started babbling about how everyone should 
bid on her because she’s so awesome. 

“My friend is black. I’m white. She never said a word to me 
about it at the time, but it hit me the next morning how 
terribly inappropriate that was and it took me a full year to 
work up the guts to even bring it up enough to apologize. 
She was really nice about it, too, which made it even worse.” 

SaltyBJ wrote, “I’m over here cringing on your behalf. Gah, 
that’s bad. You did the honorable thing by working up the 
courage to admit your mistake, though. Most of us would 
have never spoken up about it, ever. Even more of us would 
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 have never even recognized the mistake. We’ve all got a lot 
of work to do.”78 

79. “People Who Had Their Nudes Leaked / Sexually 
Exploited, How Did It Affect Your Life?”  

Samisoy001 wrote: 

“Finally a question I can answer … I had an ex send out 
nudes of me after I broke up with him. We were a gay couple, 
so you can imagine the pictures he took of me during various 
times. 

“Anyway, instead of getting mad or pretending it didn’t 
happen, I invited my friends over to make jokes about it. 

“I poked fun at myself and my average member and let them 
also have at it. 

“I feel like that really cleared the air, and I moved on with 
my life. Being seen nude is really not a big deal; we all 
basically look the same. I was not going to let that bring me 
down.” 

mangeloid commented, “My man! You completely took 
their power away and put yourself in control of the situation. 
Well fucking done.”79 

 
78 Source: Common-Sprinkle9328, “What instance from your past 
immediately makes you cringe when thinking about it?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 31 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rslyey/what_instance_f
rom_your_past_immediately_makes/ >. 
79 Source: AvGDz, “People who had their nudes leaked/sexually 
exploited, how did it affect your life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rt05g1/people_who_ha
d_their_nudes_leakedsexually/ >. 
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 80. “What Fetish Do You Or Your Significant Other 
Have?” 

1) Dangerous-Young-5096 wrote: 

“My wife and I are into S&M. 

“She Sleeps and I Masturbate.” 

2) NapsAreAwesome wrote, “Doggie style: I sit up and beg. 
She rolls over and plays dead.” 

3) AnswerCoinsistent680 wrote, “I’ll just be honest and real 
here. Butt stuff. She enjoys anal sex and anal beads, 
(surprisingly not butt plugs) and she likes getting her ass 
eaten out. I obviously enjoy fucking and eating her ass. She 
also likes to eat my ass almost every time she gives me a 
blowjob; it’s very rare that she’ll lick and suck my balls 
without licking my asshole, too. I’d like to add we’re both 
extremely hygienic.” 

Phillyredsocks commented, “This is the sexiest post here and 
it isn’t even the content that’s doing it. It is the absolute 
honesty with which you say it. You deserve every rim job 
you get and give. I salute you.” 

4) bpanio wrote: 

“I love my fiancée’s thighs and legs. When she wears short 
shorts and rests them on my lap, I practically worship them. 
I’ve told her time and time again I want to put some lube on 
and just fuck between them while she squeezes as hard as 
she can. 

“I love having my hand between them, I love resting my 
head on them, I love holding them and my favourite way to 
see them is in the air as I’m pounding.” 

LilGear commented, “On the first con I’ve ever been to there 
was a chalkboard where people could place their vote for 
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 either boobs or ass. I wrote ‘thighs’ in the bottom corner. The 
guys overseeing it had a quick laugh, and it had quite a few 
votes when I checked on them when I was leaving. :)”80 

  

 
80 Source: Theunknownperson88, “what fetish do you or your SO 
have?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rsvp4z/what_fetish_do
_you_or_your_so_have/ >. 
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 Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “Those Of You Who Had A Late First Orgasm? How 
Did You Find Out What You Were Missing?” 

1) Wolfdreama wrote: 

“My first orgasm was through masturbation! It was a bit of 
a shock, because I’d been having sex for a couple of years at 
that point but never realised that an orgasm was this ‘big 
thing.’ I thought it was just that really good feeling when 
you’re having sex. 

“That’s when I realised my first three boyfriends clearly 
didn’t have a clue, and neither did I apparently.” 

gregor-sympathizer commented, “I had a similar experience 
once I turned 19 and bought myself a vibrator for my 
birthday. Had six of them back to back. And then I got a little 
sad about being so confused / misinformed about what I had 
been told I was supposed to feel, and just the lack of care or 
effort on the part of men I had been with, and how the female 
orgasm is seen as this crazy complex anomaly, which is just 
not fair. Then I stopped blaming the men or myself, or the 
patriarchy (I still blame patriarchy; I’ve just relaxed a bit) 
and just continued masturbating and having better sex. 
LOL.” 

2) Olives_And_Cheese wrote: 

“Masturbation. I’d been sexually active and masturbating for 
a few years beforehand, and I’d had these ‘mini’ orgasms 
that I thought were the real thing. HO, boy, was I wrong. 
Took not having sex for a really long time and getting 
ridiculously horny to the point where I was diddling myself 
for a full day, when all of a sudden I felt the beginning of the 
buildup, followed where it went, and voila. I’m the best I’ve 
ever had. 
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 “Fortunately, thereafter it does not take a full day to make 
me finish. I kinda ‘learned’ how to bring it on.” 

3) goldandjade wrote, “My first orgasm was from 
masturbating, and it was cool but nothing special. My first 
time having sex with another person was when I was 15 and 
then I regularly never orgasmed from sex so I thought it just 
wasn’t a thing. Then I had an orgasm when I was 20 from 
sleeping with a guy I just met and it was wild, way more 
intense than masturbation orgasms — I was seeing colors 
and everything. Definitely raised my standards.” 

xsarahwhitex commented, “That man must have felt like a 
hero!” 

4) RedRose_812 wrote: 

“I found out when a guy I hooked up with when I was 25 
made me have my first during oral (and then several after 
that, both of which I hadn’t experienced before). And I was 
basically like ‘Well, shit, so that’s what I’ve been missing!’ 
about both. I’d enjoyed sex and foreplay before that, but that 
experience was next level, like romance novel explosive 
kind of stuff. I’d been sexually active since I was 18 and in 
three serious relationships prior to that and had never had 
one (and thought maybe something was wrong with me and 
I never would). That guy definitely raised my standards.” 

5) wowmiles27 wrote, “ I was sexually active for 10 years 
before I ever masturbated, and through that had my very first 
orgasm. Before, I was like ‘Meh, whatever, what’s all the 
fuss about? I’m probably not missing much’ and then I had 
one and was like ‘OOHH, SHIT. OK, I GET IT NOW.’ The 
sensation was so delightfully overwhelming and involuntary 
like a fuckin’ lightning bolt from the heavens. A dope 
discovery.” 

6) EfficientInfluence wrote: 
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 “I had my first orgasm at 24. Ironically I had been 
masturbating for over a decade by then; I tried vibrators, toys 
and had all kinds of sex, but I never came. 

“What made the difference for me was a) the type of vibrator 
and b) getting over my own mental hangups. 

“Problem was, every time I would be close to orgasming, I’d 
feel like I would lose control of my body and possibly pee 
myself. I was terrified of what could happen so I 
subconsciously stopped myself from ever crossing that 
bridge. 

“One day, I thought to myself, ‘Ok,, you are in your bed, it’s 
a safe space, it’s extremely unrealistic anything could 
happen to you, and if you make a mess, you can just clean it 
up.’ Then I used a vibrator to do the work for me and relaxed 
as much as possible. 

“My first orgasm wasn’t amazing at all, but once I 
experienced it for the first time, it became much easier.” 

7) thiebroad wrote: 

“I was 18 and masturbating. I always thought my clit was 
where pee came from. Learned what it really was from a 
boyfriend and then I experimented touching myself. Holy 
shit … that first one felt different and really the most 
powerful. I masturbated a lot after that.  

“Pretty crappy, though, that female anatomy wasn’t properly 
taught in school. No mention of a clitoris whatsoever.” 

8) RosemaryViolet wrote: 

“I had my first one with my first partner when I was 19, not 
necessarily late as such. He was my first partner and before 
him I hadn’t masturbated before seeing him so it was quite a 
shock (in a pleasant way) when I first had one. 
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 “I started learning how to give myself them and learned how 
to give myself longer, really intense ones or successive ones 
and it felt like it unlocked a new superpower. Haha.” 

9) FireRescue3 wrote: 

“Okay, I’m winning this one: 

“I was married for six years. Sex was fine. It was nice, I 
guess. 

“I got divorced. I went on a date. 

“We had … OHMYGOD! WHATISTHIS? And folks, I had 
my very first mind-blowing, earth-shattering orgasm. 

“It sounds dumb, but I suddenly realized what all the fuss 
was about.”81 

82. “What’s The Most Embarrassing Thing A Man Has 
Said To You?” 

toootired2care wrote:  

“My manager looked at me and said with all of my male 
coworkers in the room, ‘I hope I can try you out in bed. You 
must be a freak.’ 

“I reported him and he was terminated.”82 

 
81 Source: xsarahwhitex, “Those of you who had a late first orgasm? 
How did you find out what you were missing ?” Reddit. AskWomen. 
31 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rsx4d7/those_of_you_
who_had_a_late_first_orgasm_how_did/ >. 
82 Source: ceo_of_dumbassery, “What’s the most embarrassing thing a 
man has said to you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 2 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ru5bwl/whats_the_mo
st_embarrassing_thing_a_man_has_said/ >. 
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 83. “Ladies! When Was The Time You Ignored Red 
Flags And The Person Turned Out To Be Nice?” 

Lucid-delight wrote: 

“Generally, red flags are red flags for a reason and in the vast 
majority of cases the person does turn out to be as toxic as 
they appear. 

“On the other hand, there are things that may be considered 
red flags but context matters. 

“I have a friend who tends to embellish stories that happened 
to her, sometimes outright lying. Otherwise, she’s very 
honest and open-communication type of person but she just 
likes to make herself seem more interesting / entertaining. 
One would be justified to think that if she has an easy time 
lying about one thing, she will lie about other things, but I 
never caught her lying about anything else. So I dismiss this 
red flag as part of her ‘stage person’ — it’s kinda like she’s 
doing a stand-up-comedian thing or is a storyteller 
mythologising interesting events in their life. And she does 
tend to overblow other people’s stories as well. One time 
someone asked me about the big company that I allegedly 
own, I was like WTF and eventually figured out that the 
friend is talking about my small e-shop as a ‘big successful 
company.’” 

Note by David Bruce: Lots of people exaggerate or make 
small changes to the facts to make a story better and / or 
funnier. If they aren’t doing it to tear someone else down or 
to try to say they are better than anybody else, I tend to be 
OK with it. 

2) ZebLeopard wrote, “I went on a date with a guy and 
certain things he did / said seemed rude and unthoughtful. 
Later he told me he has autism and I was like ‘Ooooh!’ It 
makes so much sense now. He is actually nice; he just isn’t 
as good at recognising social conventions.” 
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 3) grapemymouthdaddy wrote: 

“I’m a walking red flag, but I think I’m nice. 

“I ignored a lot of red flags with my current partner, but she 
is the most incredible person I have ever met. I think it comes 
down to whether or not a person recognizes their need to 
change and has the desire to address their issues.” 

4) InvisaBlah wrote, “Literally everyone has a red flag or 
two. Yes, even you, random Redditor who is reading this 
comment. The reality is nobody is perfect; you just have to 
decide which flags you are willing to accept, and which ones 
cross the boundary.” 

5) loopsicorn wrote, “All the red flags I’ve noticed have only 
gotten worse as the relationship went on.” 

6) doomdoggie wrote: 

“Never. Unfortunately. 

“Those red flags are your unconscious instinct; you may not 
understand why they come up but trust them. 

“Don’t mistake red flags for prejudices. 

“That gut feeling that you know something is wrong is never 
wrong.”83 

84. “If People Used Break-Up Lines Instead Of Pickup 
Lines, What Would Some Of Them Be?” 

1) Several-Till1393 wrote, “So when my ex-boyfriend asked 
me out, he said, ‘Life is a rollercoaster and I’d love for you 

 
83 Source: Clippet4, “Ladies! When was the time you ignored red flags 
and the person turned out to be nice?” Reddit. AskWomen. 3 January 
2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ruvyxc/ladies_when_
was_the_time_you_ignored_red_flags/ >. 
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 to join the ride,’ and when I broke up with him, I said, ‘Life 
is a rollercoaster and sometimes you puke and have to get 
off.’” 

2) nkkkl wrote: 

“‘Let’s split up; we’ll cover more ground.’ 

“I had two friends in college who were dating and they swore 
that they would use this line if they ever broke up. 
Disappointingly, when they actually did break up, they did 
not use the line.” 

3) orange_cuse wrote: 

“A long time ago I broke up with a girl who turned out to be 
an awful person. While we were having the talk, she was 
crying, and she looked at me and said, ‘Let me guess. It’s not 
me, it’s you, right?’ To which I replied, ‘No, it’s not me, it’s 
you. It’s definitely you.’ 

“Breakups are hard, but that one was enjoyable.” 

4) Suirou wrote: 

“‘It’s not you, it’s me.’ 

“Someone did use this line on me and I was pissed! 

“But it did make sense: He was still in the closet while I was 
out, so he was still not so sure of himself, and so it was 
definitely a perfect excuse to use the ‘it’s not you, it’s me’ 
line.” 

5) helljusthereto help wrote: 

“I broke up with a girl once by saying, ‘Roses are red, violets 
are blue, I wanna break up.’ 
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 “We both laughed, and it ended in good spirits.”84 

85. “What’s Something You’re Embarrassed To Admit 
You Love?” 

1) Flaca911 wrote, “Twilight. It is like my own personal 
brand of heroin.” 

basicwhytegrl commented, “Literally this. Reading it was 
smut for my 12-year-old eyes and I loved every second. I 
still love the movies, even though they have poor reviews.” 

Trofuse commented, “I get annoyed by how many people try 
to shame women for liking the Twilight series. Let us enjoy 
our toxic vampire romance! It doesn’t hurt anyone.” 

Murderbot_of_Rivia commented: 

“I was in a bookstore with my 10-year-old daughter one day. 
And she picked out a book and was sitting on the floor 
reading it. I noticed that she was holding it on her lap in a 
kind of weird position. And asked her what she was reading 
and she just shook her head. 

“I sighed and said, ‘[Daughter’s name], when have I EVER 
judged your reading choices, or told you that you couldn’t 
read a particular thing?’ She finally showed me that the book 
was Twilight. 

“I laughed and said, ‘As long as you don’t come out of it 
thinking that it’s a good example of healthy teenage 
relationships, we’re good. Oh, and we have the whole series 
somewhere at home.’” 

 
84 Source: lazyeyedpo, “If people used breakup lines instead of pickup 
lines, what would some of them be?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 January 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rvwk4p/if_people_used
_break_up_lines_instead_of_pickup/ >. 
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 2) Admirable-Candy3294 wrote, “I love Hallmark channel 
holiday movies. They’re absolute trash and unrealistic, but I 
have to watch them for some reason.” 

Majestiv-Operation16 commented, “This is me!! I love 
watching for signs of green trees in the background because 
they are clearly filmed in the summertime.” 

__123456789_ commented, “I love seeing the different 
attempts at snow. I’ve seen confetti. I’ve seen foam; that was 
a brilliantly distracting highlight.” 

Thrillhoil commented, “Flakes of potato are very common.” 

fatcatsinhats commented, “They’re often filmed in my area 
and my friend works at a local hotel where crews stay. She 
always tells me when the Hallmark movies start filming. It 
starts in about May / June!” 

Severedinception commented, “Yeah, they’re filming 
downtown all the time. It’s always Christmas down there.” 

nblackhand commented: 

“My sister watches a lot of Hallmark movies and I think I’ve 
figured out why: they are the most relaxing form of movie 
that still has a plot because you already know the plot, it’s 
only juuuuust different enough not to feel like watching 
exactly the same movie but not different enough that it’s 
actually different. You can literally set a clock by the plot 
beats […] and that means that you never have to spend any 
energy whatsoever worrying that something surprising 
might happen or keeping track of the plot if you look away 
for five minutes to answer a text. 

“It’s not really for me personally, but like, incredibly valid, 
honestly.” 

3) carebear6183 wrote, “Trashy romance books.” 
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 Iamsuchawitch commented, “Especially the ones with 
ridiculously raunchy covers.” 

JaneHemingway commented, “I started reading digital 
exactly because of those covers.” 

ingululu commented, “Romance books — no trashy stuff 
needed. Lots of happy-ever-after required, though. It’s a 
quiet escape I enjoy.” 

madame-brastrap wrote: 

“I am a firm believer that romance is not an easy genre to 
write and is maligned only because women like it. These 
books have to be written in such a way that it is a huge payoff 
when the main characters get together. That’s not easy! 
Especially when you need to work with a predictable 
structure (the Happy Ever After). 

“And don’t even get me started on what’s considered ‘fine 
art’ and what’s considered ‘crafts.’ Why is using paint to 
create an image considered fine art but creating images with 
strands of thread considered a craft?” 

Imagiimental commented: 

“Yes! This grinds my gears as a romance reader. Romance 
books get on bestseller lists every year, and it’s the biggest-
selling genre on Kindle. It’s super competitive to get a 
romance book published, and yet it’s seen as a trashy genre 
because women like it and good heavens there’s sex in there! 

“I’ve also heard criticism about romance being formulaic, as 
if other genres of books, movies, and shows aren’t formulaic 
as hell, and it’s ‘acceptable’ to enjoy them. Ughhh.”85 

 
85 Source: Emorme, “What’s something you’re embarrassed to admit 
you love?” Reddit. AskWomen. 7 January 2022 < 
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 86. “People Who Have Girlfriends! How?” 

1) IceClimbers_Main wrote, “I don’t know, man. There was 
a dance at the school. I thought participation was mandatory 
and this lady asked me. I got scammed and I won’t 
complain.” 

Aliocated commented, “Mission failed successfully.” 

AnnoyMaster3000 commented, “I got scammed in high 
school as well. The woman won’t leave … it’s been 20 
years.” 

gen_alcazar commented: 

“For me it was college. I’m 42, and I hope she never leaves 
because I have no experience (and no patience) in looking 
elsewhere. 

“P. S. Also because I love her.” 

2) brazenxbull wrote, “Met a girl at a bar. Got her number. 
Lost it on the way during a five-minute walk home. Searched 
Facebook by her first name and thought I had found her. 
Next day she accepts my friend request. I start things off 
with, ‘Hey, you were at the show at (bar), right?’ She says, 
‘No,’ and I profusely apologize for interrupting her day and 
state that I will leave her alone. She told me, ‘No, let’s keep 
talking.’ That was coming on two years ago. I love her 
deeply. And her family. They’re fantastic. Best mistake I’ve 
ever made.” 

3) Remarkable-Quote-341 wrote, “You need to have a 
human sacrifice.” 

 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rx11y9/whats_someth
ing_youre_embarrassed_to_admit_you/ >. 
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 Laziness_supreme commented, “Women love nothing more 
than murder mysteries.” 

EzBrouski commented, “Can confirm, my ex never loved me 
the way she loved murder mysteries.” 

4) irishcoughy wrote, “I look like Walmart-brand Bo 
Burnham. Ever since Inside came out, I’ve had exponentially 
more luck with women. Thanks, Bo.” 

5) BeneejSpoor wrote, “She told me she wanted to go out 
with me. We’ve been married for years now.” 

6) Difficult_Ice_6227 wrote, “I did my best to be 
personable, attractive, and not weird.” 

scootsscoot commented, “I’m not interested in being ‘not 
weird.’” 

7) choticblossom8 wrote, “Girlfriend store.” 

QuothTheRavenMore commented, “This. I upgraded to the 
wife edition about nine years ago. Suuuuch a good update.” 

8) MedicalWelder wrote, “Downloaded a bunch of dating 
apps. Found a girl who seemed as excited about me as I was 
about her. After three dates I told her I wanted an exclusive 
relationship. She said yes. That was back in September 
though. Fast forward to now: here I am sitting on her couch 
scrolling through Reddit waiting for her to finish getting 
ready so we can go to her friend’s birthday party.” 

BluudLust commented, “Tinder said there were no more 
people in my area. I’m at a large college campus.” 

Frosty_Fig3423 wrote: 

“Talk to them like you do with any regular person. Don’t 
overthink it. And be the best version of yourself. Every long-
term girlfriend I’ve had, I met when I WASN’T looking for 
a girlfriend. They can tell when you’re desperate. Good luck. 
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 “Edit: Would like to add based on some comments: Being 
the best version of yourself isn’t just looks. I mean finding 
hobbies, passions, friends you enjoy being around, etc. 
There’s so much cool stuff in this world to get lost in, find 
your things and your truth and pursue them and you’ll end 
up in more social situations where this advice applies. Peace, 
friends!” 

spocknasmbulist wrote, “While this IS the answer, when 
you’re desperate, it’s easy to forget in the moment how to do 
this, so let me just remind you: ASK QUESTIONS. Use the 
answers to figure out more interesting questions to ask. If 
you can get someone to talk about themselves, they’ll think 
you’re the most interesting conversationalist in the world.” 

KappnKrumpin commented, “I didn’t look for 34 years, and 
I found exactly nothing. It took three years of actively 
looking to find someone.” 

9) cara_mcd07 wrote, “Tinder is for rookies. Go to TJ Max. 
The female-to-male ratio is 10 to 1 and they are there looking 
for stuff they don’t need.” 

10) GarthDregan wrote, “You talk to them. Like they’re 
people, not an answer to your problems.”86 

87. “Women Who Have Successful ‘Impossible’ 
Relationships, What’s Your Story?” 

Ex. Long distance, medical school, law school, complete 
opposites, etc. 

 
86 Source: apeakger, “People who have girlfriends! How??” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 7 January 2022 < 
xhttps://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ryn30f/people_who_h
ave_girlfriends_how/ >. 
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 1) 2-chans wrote, “Interracial relationship here; which some 
people unfortunately still have a problem with. But we love 
each other, so it doesn’t bother us too much.” 

Mystique111Divine commented, “It’s really unfortunate 
living here in the south and receiving dirty looks when out 
in public places. So awkward.” 

2) Oishiio42 wrote: 

“I met my now-husband in a really bad online game called 
Royal Empire. While I was plundering a castle with my 
friend, this asshole in my alliance teleported over and stole 
all the resources. Since I was Duke at the time (top title, you 
can assign other titles if you’re Duke), I titled him with 
Greed. But he was VP in our alliance so he immediately 
kicked me out from it. Couple days later, after the leader told 
him to play nice and make up, he messaged me, ‘Hi, can we 
be friends again,’ and that’s how we started talking. 

“He’s from Germany, I’m Canadian. Talked for nine months 
before he came to visit me during holidays. I visited him the 
year after. Him to me the year after that. The fourth year he 
came to stay.” 

3) thewhitewallisblue wrote: 

‘Ooh, a question for me! My partner and I met in high school 
when we were both doing an exchange year abroad. I’m 
American, he’s European, and we were in Taiwan. Started 
dating for the thrill and literally no one thought it would 
work out long-term, including us at first. My parents rolled 
their eyes when we wanted to visit each other after we both 
had to go back to our home countries. 

“Long story short, I moved to Europe and we just had our 
10th anniversary last month. I did quite a bit of long distance 
at different times, but now we have our own place. We’re 
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 also both pursuing careers that are a bit notorious for killing 
relationships but so far so good.” 

aussieidiot229 commented, “Please write a book, or 
screenplay.”87 

88. “What Is This One Sexual Fact Everyone Would 
Benefit Knowing?” 

eternal8phoenix wrote: 

“Better communication = better sex. 

“If you know what they want, you can do it for them. Mind 
reading makes things complicated and usually worse.” 

GurglineWaffle commented: 

“Yes, this is absolutely correct. I am stunned by how many 
people don’t communicate. This includes people in a 
relationship. 

“I used to say I have a foolproof pan on learning a woman’s 
pleasure zones and learning those zones that’ll get you 
smacked if you tickle there.  

“Of course everybody smirks and says, ‘Sure, okay, what is 
this magical plan?’  

“I reply: ‘I ask.’” 

probabletrump copmmented, “This has to go both ways, too. 
You have to be ready to honestly listen to your partner, and 
you also need to speak up when you want or don’t want 
something. The second one is usually the more difficult.” 

 
87 Source: JadePurin, “Women who have successful ‘impossible’ 
relationships, whats your story?” Reddit. AskWomen. 8 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ryssw8/women_who_
have_successful_impossible/ >. 
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 gngr_ale commented: 

“My (24 at the time, m) girlfriend (at the time) thought it was 
the strangest thing that I didn’t want sex five times a day. 
She did, which I thought was pleasantly strange. Until I 
realized I couldn’t do it that often. I’d never had that 
opportunity before, and never felt like solo-ing that often 
before. Don’t get me wrong, I loved having a girlfriend who 
wanted sex all the time. And we had several similar interests. 
After knowing the stereotype that women ‘never / rarely’ 
wanted sex and that guys ‘wanted it 7+ times/day,’ this was 
my (and her) wake-up call. For both stereotypes. I managed 
three times on a good day, mostly just once per day, with the 
occasional twice. We saw each other for 3-4 days/week. Life 
was good. We broke up for a few reasons, none of them 
super-duper serious. Mostly dissimilar priorities that would 
eventually cause small issues to become serious, if we kept 
going out. 

But back to your comment, she wanted sex often and I 
respected that as much as I realistically could, and she 
respected my limits. Sexually, we listened to each other, too. 
It made for great times. Even if we initially thought, ‘Really? 
That’s so weird!’ It challenged stereotypes, HARD. 

“I agree with your sentiment strongly. Communication 
makes for the best sex. When you start to predict what 
they’re gonna say because you know what they like, 
THAT’s the okay time to mind-read.”88 

 
88 Source: Assorted_Education_, “What is this one sexual fact everyone 
would benefit knowing?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ryy0wr/what_is_this_o
ne_sexual_fact_everyone_would/ >. 
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 89. “NSFW: What Has Been Your Most Spine-Tingling, 
Bone-Chilling, ‘I Have A Bad Feeling About This’ 
Experience? What Happened?” 

1) Cordero_Biggs wrote: 

“When my kids went to bed, I used to go out to the barn, 
where I had a bottle of whiskey stashed. I’d have a drink and 
ponder the day, think about my late wife, and attempt to 
decompress. 

“I suffered heavily with PTSD. Add to that, the recent loss 
of my wife, the stress of raising two children who didn’t 
really know me, and intense pain from severe burns I had 
received before leaving the Marine Corps — it’s safe to 
admit that I was extremely suicidal. 

“One particular night, I wrote out a long letter to my family, 
letters to my children, and placed them along with my will, 
financial documents, etc., on the kitchen table. I went out to 
the barn with a .40-caliber pistol and had every intention of 
getting drunk and eating a round. I was as low as I’ve ever 
been in my life. 

“All of the sudden, my dad walked into the barn. He lived 
two hours away, and we hadn’t spoken in a couple of weeks. 

“He picked up the handgun, cleared it, dropped the magazine 
without a word. I asked him what he was doing there at 
1030pm, and he said: ‘I had a bad feeling. Let’s talk.’ 

“That’s the one and only time I’ve ever seen my dad cry. 
That’s the only time we’ve ever spoken in detail about our 
individual horrors of combat. 

My dad saved my life that night, and I’ve made sure to live 
my life in such a way, as to make him proud of everything I 
do.” 
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 Cordero_Biggs added, “That was many, many years ago. 
I’ve dealt with my demons.” 

2) Altril2010 wrote, “My husband and dad inadvertently did 
the same thing for me. I made an offhand comment to my 
husband, who then called my dad (husband was working 
2.8k miles away, dad was four hours away and keeping my 
kid for Spring Break). My dad randomly showed up and said 
he was there to keep me company. I had planned my suicide 
out and gathered all the appropriate documents, but planned 
to make it look like an accident so my husband and child 
would receive all my work benefits. I couldn’t go through 
with it while my dad was there. That will be four years ago 
this March.” 

3) allhickup336 wrote, “I was out walking my dog when I 
got a funny feeling about my dad (he has heart problems and 
is prone to heart attacks) I called him a few times and he 
didn’t respond, so I started to run back and he was slumped 
in front of the sofa showing all the early signs of a heart 
attack. I phoned an ambulance and gave him basic treatment, 
and after the paramedics arrived, they said if I had been any 
later he would have died.” 

4) bettertitsthanu wrote:  

“It was about 9 or 10 in the evening and I was heading home 
from a really bad date. It was a ten-minute walk from where 
I was to my home and I stopped by a red light and waited. It 
was in the middle of the week and on the way from my date 
to the red light I’d met like one person, so there wasn’t a lot 
of people out.  

“From nowhere I got a really bad feeling, and I KNEW that 
someone was watching me. I turned around, and there was a 
man right beside me; he stood just a bit too close. He saw 
that I’d seen him and started talking about how nice the 
summer rain was. I ignored him and started walking, 
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 although the light still was red. He started walking, too. I 
speeded up for a bit, so did he. My fight, flight, or freeze 
immediately hit and from nowhere I stopped walking. He 
was caught off guard and took a few more steps before he 
stopped, too. He asked me why I stopped and I almost yelled 
at him that I didn’t want to speak to him, that his behavior is 
freaking me out and told him to keep walking. He started to 
argue, and I yelled ‘just go.’ He started walking slowly. I 
stood still, watching him as he walked. The feeling in my 
stomach didn’t leave; it actually was getting worse. He 
stopped by a bus stop and for a second I breathed out. He 
was waiting for the bus. Well, just next to the bus stop was 
an alley, a really dark alley and behind it was a dark parking 
lot. 

“He stared at me while he stood there; he was waiting for 
me. I tried to contact a friend, no answer. I hid behind some 
construction materials and on the third try I managed to 
contact a friend. She wasn’t home and couldn’t help me. She 
asked if there was anyone else there and I said no. Eventually 
there was a man and two women walking by. She told me to 
tell them what’s happening. 

“During this time, the guy hadn’t stop staring at me for a 
second. When I walked up to the group to ask if I could walk 
with them, he suddenly started walking away. I was right, he 
was waiting for me. 

“I walked with the group for a bit, but they were turning left 
at the next red light and I was going the other side. I thanked 
them for helping me. 

“We walked our separate ways, and within seconds the guy 
showed up again. I froze completely and fortunately the 
group caught it and ran over to me. The guy saw them, turned 
around, and walked away. They walked me to my doorstep 
and I thanked them over and over again. I am 100% sure that 
he planned on doing something horrible to me. I am forever 
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 thankful for these three strangers who might have saved my 
life that night.”89 

90. “How Did You Recover From Rape And Enjoy Sex 
Again?” 

RedRose_812 wrote: 

“I was purposely single for a while. Dedicated myself to 
classes and work. Took a belly dancing class on a whim that 
helped me regain my self-confidence. 

“When I did date again, it was a really sweet guy who was 
very respectful of me and didn’t push me for anything. When 
we did have sex, it was amazing, because we had really good 
chemistry and he waited for me to be ready. Kind of 
liberating, actually. It didn’t work out with him, but I’m 
thankful for him nonetheless. 

“So, space, time, dancing, and a good guy later, I enjoyed it 
again.” 

MassiveKonkeyDong commented: 

“I’m sorry, but that dude sounds like a really good man, 
especially because he helped you move on. 

“I hope it ended well for him, too.” 

RedRose_812 responded: 

“He was [a really good man]. We were very young (I got 
raped at 19 and had this relationship at 20/21). I don’t think 
either of us fully grasped then that he helped heal a part of 

 
89 Source: throwawaystheway, “NSFW: What has been your most 
spine-tingling, bone-chilling, ‘I have a bad feeling about this’ 
experience? What happened?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rys43x/nsfw_what_has
_been_your_most_spinetingling/ >. 
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 me my rapist broke, just by being his sweet self, but I’m 
forever grateful for him. 

“He ended the relationship a few months later for other 
reasons, but I have nothing but love for him (it’s just 
different now, if that makes sense) and have always wished 
the best for him. We’re both 36 now and still friends on 
Facebook. He’s married with a daughter now, as am I. I had 
always hoped he’d end up happy because he deserves it.” 

Positive-Prior3367 asked, “Why did he end the relationship, 
if you don’t mind me asking?” 

RedRose_812 answered, “We were opposites in a lot of 
ways. I loved him and I didn’t care; we’d really jived well 
together (I thought) until then. But he thought we wouldn’t 
be compatible long term because of it. I was also spending a 
semester abroad (we were in college), it had been in the 
works since before we got together. He also decided before 
I left that he didn’t want to do a long-distance relationship. 
It ripped my heart out. But like I said, I treasured our time 
together and still care for him and wish him the best.” 

chinesebeautyqueen commented, “I think this works for 
emotionally abused people in romantic relationships, too. 
Happy for you!” 

RedRose_812 responded: 

“If you’re talking about the dancing, then definitely! I’m a 
big proponent. I am the clumsiest, least coordinated person I 
know and it’s not always pretty. But if you’re like me, don’t 
let that stop you. There’s just something about dance that 
releases all those pent-up things like anxiety, depression, 
trauma, etc. Maybe there’s a scientific explanation, maybe 
there isn’t. My belly dance instructor told us she originally 
took it up as a way to help herself feel better after she got 
divorced and never stopped. It helped me feel comfortable 
in my own skin again. 
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 “I took up Barre (not officially dance, but dance inspired and 
feels like dance) a little over a year ago to help strengthen 
the ankle I broke two years ago and it had the most 
unexpected side effect of helping me with my anxiety, which 
was flaring up big time during Covid lockdowns. I still do it 
when I need a little pick-me-up.”90 

91. “What Is Your Penis ‘Horror Story’?” 

1) Storm_Bard wrote: 

“I have what I suspect is IBS [Irritable Bowel Syndrome], or 
at least some intestinal issues. I can get flare ups, which 
involves massive bloating for hours, as well as pain. 
Eventually things begin moving and the description of that 
is not relevant or wanted, I’m sure. 

Anyways, one morning I’m dealing with it. I’ve been awake 
all night, and I’ve learned that it’s easier when I’m standing 
instead of lying down. I’m wearing my thick bathrobe, 
restlessly pacing and feeling generally miserable for myself. 
My wife wakes up, and she notices I’m not in bed so comes 
to check on how I’m doing. To cheer me up, she reaches out 
playfully to touch my penis, sticking out from my open robe. 

“She doesn’t know that I’ve been basically shuffling my feet 
on carpet for two hours while wearing what amounts to a 
fluffy battery. 

“What follows is a visible, thick bolt of Zeus’ fury and an 
echoing SNAP as a static discharge arcs between my penis 
and her outstretched finger. There’s no lasting damage, but 

 
90 Source: Re_Plaie, “How did you recover from rape and enjoyed sex 
again?” Reddit. AskWomen. 7 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ryuw3u/how_did_you
_recover_from_rape_and_enjoyed_sex/ >. 



 210 

 

 I’ll never forget the sight of that neon blue line connecting 
us.” 

Snoringdragon commented, “My dad did the wool-sock 
shuffle at my one and ONLY sleepover. Pulled out the Ouija 
board, got my friends all deep into it, shuffled his ass off 
while trying not to be obvious, and said, ‘If there are any 
spirits here, let them show themselves through me.’ Got 
three inches away from the planchette and Zapped poor 
Dawn [Snoringdragon’s friend?] with that Lightning Bolt of 
Doom that sparked between all the girls’ hands. Yep. End of 
sleepover. Add the fact he has a deep Chech [Czech?] accent 
and the Eyebrows Of Satan. Thanks, Dad.” 

2) StagDT93 wrote, “When I was a toddler, two of my 
favorite things were accidentally mixed: being naked, and 
snapping books shut when I was done reading/looking at 
them.” 

cleaning-meaning commented, “As a nanny, penis boo-boos 
happen more often than you would think with toddlers. 
Diapers usually help but every boy (and girl) I’ve watched 
loves being naked and playing with themselves.” 

3) DefinitelyNotRyanH wrote, “Early 20’s, a lovely young 
lady was astride me for car sex outside of a bar. She had on 
a dress and thought it a good idea to move her panties to the 
side while she rode me. The material rubbed my shaft raw 
and the next day my dick looked like a Tijuana hotdog. Had 
to go to base medical as it was extremely uncomfortable and 
wouldn’t heal. Navy corpsmen are a sadistic but humorous 
bunch, so I had multiple nicknames after they saw road 
rash.” 

godimwavy wrote, “I almost had this happen to me, but I 
stopped and just said, ‘Yeah, that don’t feel right,’ and she 
took off the panties.” 

4) Gluten_maximus wrote: 
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 “Around the time I met my (now) wife, I was whoring 
around a bit. Well, I stopped seeing the other girls and started 
dating just my current wife. A couple weeks after we met, I 
started getting that painfu drip-dick. Had to call everyone to 
tell them someone had an STD. I go get checked out and a 
couple days later they call me back and said I didn’t have 
any STD but they found what looked like a fungal infection 
similar to athlete’s foot. It dawned on me that a few weeks 
before, I was at the gym and decided to hit the tanning bed 
before I left, but had nothing to put on my dick because I 
didn’t want it to burn. Decided to put my sock on it … bad 
idea. 

“TL;DR: I gave myself athlete’s dick by putting used sock 
on while in the tanning bed.” 

PantsIsDown wrote: 

“A little medical humor: 

“Athlete’s Foot is called Tinea Pedis. 

“Athlete’s Dick would be Tinea Penis.” 

fallingbehind wrote: 

“Doc looking at my dick: ‘Well, it looks like your problem 
is tiny penis.’  

“Me: ‘Tell me about it.’” 

retrainyourbrain commented, “Athlete’s Dick. New band 
name … called it!”91 

 
91 Source: PM_for_life_secrets, “What is your penis ‘horror story’?” 
Reddit. Ask Reddit. 8 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rz9289/what_is_your_
penis_horror_story/ >. 
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 92. “Men Of Reddit, Is It Boring To See Your Girlfriend 
/ Wife’s Naked Body After A While Of Being Together? 
Why Or Why Not?” 

1) Child_of_Lake_Bodom wrote, “Almost ten years now, 
still not tired of it.” 

2) kaljupaa wrote, “Married almost 18 years and still can’t 
get enough of her.” 

3) CaptainFrivolous wrote, “No, I just wish she believed me 
and would show it a little more.” 

4) mister-fancypants- wrote, ‘My girlfriend will flash me 
basically anytime I say, ‘Lemme see them titties.’” 

5) Lumberjack1286 wrote: 

“No, because boobs. 

“Edit: Of course a comment about boobs is going to be my 
most-upvoted comment.” 

6) KrustyKrabPizzaLover wrote, “Nah. She’s still as 
beautiful as she was 20 years ago.” 

7) PerfectionPending wrote, “Not at all. Been married 18 
years, and I can’t help but stare when she changes. I just stop 
whatever I’m doing and blatantly stare. She smiles a shy 
flattered smile and continues changing. I’ll often tell her 
somewhere in there how beautiful she is.” 

8) Whole-Box537 wrote, “You can chill and be naked 
together in a non-sexual way, and when things heat up, it’s 
as good as it ever was.” 

9) thingsmykidsdraw asked, “Why are all these comments so 
wholesome?” 

coolbeansbradley commented, “It’s a nice start to my day. 
Giving me hope.” 
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 213x4s commented, “I was not expecting this wholesome 
level at all.” 

10) JohnyAngelo wrote, “I think boring is too strong of a 
word. You get accustomed to seeing it … think about good 
food, you know how it tastes and looks so it’s not surprising 
to you anymore but you still wanna eat it every chance you 
get.” 

11) bobbyray89 wrote: 

“Been with my wife for 13 years. I still get giddy when it’s 
sexy time. 

“I will say, I was surprised that my taste changed from when 
we were young to now after kids. She’s built like a mother 
of three and I dig it.” 

fooliemon commented, “When the body changes are because 
she made your kids, it’s like the changes are badges of honor 
in your life together.” 

12) diskootdatkoot wrote, “The more deeply I grow a 
relationship with my partner the more I see their body as a 
beautiful work of art that I know intimately.” 

13) readit2U wrote, “Been with my wife for 36 years and she 
still turns me on. She doesn’t understand why, but she is 
glad.” 

Dnasty12-12 commented, “Agree … 39 years together here 
… new grandparents … I tell her the best part of being 
grandparents is watching her bend over as she picks up toys 
all over the floor.” 

14) ulittlerippa wrote, “Partner is so pregnant she’s ready to 
pop … cellulite, weight gain … and it’s the most beautiful 
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 I’ve ever seen her. And yes, I tell her that. She’s growing our 
child, and it’s magnificent.”92 

93. “What Is The Biggest Crime Against Girl Code That 
Another Woman Committed Against You?” 

shybookworm1 wrote: 

“Ok, bear with me — this is a long story. I had a female 
friend who thought she was the center of attention when we 
hung out together. And usually she was right: she’s tall with 
a killer body and pretty face and guys are just drawn to her. 

“Anyway, once we went to some semi-formal event in our 
industry together. As usual, guys mobbed her, trying to get 
her attention — except one guy who was downright 
GORGEOUS. Like, just HAWT. Everyone was checking 
out this dude, including the potted plants. At some point, this 
guy and I ended up at the bar ordering drinks. I grabbed mine 
and headed to a table in a corner, took out a paperback and 
started reading. 

“A few minutes later, he came over to my table and asked if 
he could sit. I said sure and went back to reading. He asked 
me about the book and why I brought it with me. I responded 
that events with lots of people were draining and I could only 
schmooze and do small talk for so long before I wanted to 
crawl under a table and hide.  

“And he was like, ‘Let’s do it.’  

“And I was like, ‘Do what?’ 

 
92 Source: throwawayacc9q7, “Men of Reddit, is it boring to see your 
girlfriend/wife’s naked body after a while of being together? Why or 
why not?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 january 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s0catu/men_of_reddit_
is_it_boring_to_see_your/ >. 
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 “‘Let’s find a table to hide under.’  

“I laughed but he stood me up, took my hand and we found 
an unused banquet table in another part of the venue that had 
a tablecloth that went to the floor. He grabbed some 
tablecloths from other tables that we could sit, well, lay 
down on, and we literally laid under that table and talked for 
like two hours. Occasionally he would leave to get us 
beverages and food. One of the best and weirdest things to 
happen to me. 

“At one point, I read to him by cell phone light and he 
complimented my voice. The conversation was easy and 
natural, in part because I had no designs on this guy. He 
eventually asked for my number which I put in his phone. 
My friend texted looking for me and he walked me back to 
the main room. He gave me a kiss on the cheek and said 
thanks for a great ‘date’ and he was looking forward to our 
next one. 

“My friend immediately started asking all these questions. 
She seemed a little put out that I had spoken with this guy 
and that he seemed into me. I played it off and said we were 
just bored and just chit chatted over nothing important. But 
inside I was secretly jumping up and down and hoping this 
could be the start of something new. 

“Fast forward to a week later and this guy takes me out. 
Perfect gentleman. Conversation flows again, we make each 
other laugh, etc. We take a walk after dinner and as I’m 
telling him something, he stops me, turns me towards him, 
and says he couldn’t wait until the end of the night to kiss 
me and gives me the best kisses I’ve ever had. We end up 
making out like a couple of teenagers and I float home. 

“My friend asks me for deets [details] and I tell her some 
things but not everything. Now, she says, ‘Wow, imagine 
telling your kids this story of how you two met.’ I laughed 
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 and said, ‘It’s too soon to even think that, but I guess you 
never know.’ 

“Fast forward like two weeks, and I don’t really hear from 
this guy. He does a fade ,and I’m not one to chase so I let 
him go. I’m a little sad but figure I have the memory of the 
two times we hung out. 

“Fast forward like six months and my friend and I are at 
another industry event. I happen to see the guy and wave to 
him from across the room. His face is stony and he 
dismissively waves back. It’s like he’s annoyed. I point this 
out to my friend and she just shrugs. 

“Like I said, I’m not one to chase, but the way this guy 
looked at me reignited my curiosity as to why he stopped 
talking to me. I eventually approach him and ask to chat 
privately, which he reluctantly agrees to do. I ask him if I’ve 
done something to offend him. He stares at me for a minute 
and then tells me he didn’t appreciate how I went around 
telling people that we were basically engaged after one date. 
I was confused and asked what he was talking about. 

“He looked at me strangely and said he had gotten phone 
calls a day or so after our last date from a few people stating 
that I had been blabbing about him and had basically named 
our future kids and picked out a wedding date. I was stunned 
and again asked what he was talking about. Now he’s 
looking confused and repeats everything he was told. When 
I asked where did these people hear this from, he was like, 
‘Well, your best friend told them and I called her and she 
confirmed.’ 

“First off, my friend was far from my best friend, but 
apparently after I told her about the date, she lied and told 
people that I told her I was in love with this guy and couldn’t 
wait to have kids with him, that I saw us married, etc. He 



 217 

 

 said he had really liked me but when he heard what I was 
supposedly saying, it freaked him out. 

“I was breathing hard and seeing red. I couldn’t believe my 
friend had flat out lied! I asked him if he went out with her 
and he sheepishly said she suggested meeting up for a drink 
to talk and one thing led to another. And I was like, ‘It didn’t 
dawn on you to question her motives or to ask me if I had 
truly said those things?’ And he responded that he hadn’t 
considered that. It didn’t occur to him that my ‘best’ friend 
would make something like that up. He showed me some of 
their texts where my friend ‘apologized’ on my behalf and 
said that someone like me just didn’t know how to handle 
someone like him and joked that he may need to take out a 
restraining order given how I was already talking about our 
future. 

“There was more she said and I was almost in tears. Our 
industry is a small one and any whiff of impropriety or crazy 
behavior can deep-six your career. I had noticed that some 
people had treated me a little differently in the past few 
months but had chalked it up to my tendency to overthink 
things. Now I knew why. 

“I dragged this guy by the wrist to confront my friend. Long 
story short, I pulled her outside and in front of him asked her 
if she had said the things she said. She got all defensive until 
I told her that he showed me their texts AND I made sure to 
show him my texts from that time period in response to the 
comments she lied about me making. They clearly showed 
that she made those statements under the guise of teasing me 
and each and every time I was like, ‘Stop. Lol. You’re crazy. 
It’s way too soon to even think that. We haven’t even gone 
on a second date.’ 

“She hemmed and hawed and just gave me a longwinded 
word salad of an explanation. I simply stared at her and 
didn’t say another word. Well, actually, that’s not true: 
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 Before I walked away from them both, I said I hoped he wore 
protection the night they hooked up because if I remembered 
correctly, she had caught chlamydia from an engaged client 
of hers and had been getting treatment. The look on both of 
their faces gave me one of the best non-sexual orgasms of 
my life. 

“Fin. [End.]”93 

94. “What’s The Most Awkward Thing You’ve Said 
During Sex?” 

1) PikachusMom23 wrote, “I didn’t say anything, but a guy 
was going down on me and looked up, and I waved at him.” 

Foxyfoxness commented, “Had a girl do this to me once. I 
waved back.” 

j_ds commented, “I would’ve given her a thumbs up.” 

MnMAnemone asked, “Up where?” 

Blyat6161 commented, “Gotta give her the finger pistols.” 

Leoneo07 commented, “Damn. I was going to say this, but 
reversed. We were going at it doggy style when I told her to 
look at me and I waved at her. She started laughing 
immensely. It felt even better.” 

2) brevila wrote: 

“As someone who is incredibly awkward, I was 
experimenting with dirty talk, and I was trying to articulate 

 
93 Source: PistolPrincess4, “What is the biggest crime against girl code 
that another woman committed against you?” Reddir. AskWomen. 10 
January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/s12rea/what_is_the_b
iggest_crime_against_girl_code_that/ >. 



 219 

 

 the female version of ‘Call me daddy’ (spoiler alert, there 
isn’t one), and I ended up saying, ‘Am I your mom?’ 

“He stopped and said no, then we laughed about it and it 
became an inside joke. It was absolutely horrifying, but we 
were young and trying to find our groove. The happy ending 
is that it didn’t scare him away: 12 years together and 
married now.” 

3) mku1tra_ wrote, “A dude complimented my boobs, and I 
responded, ‘Thanks, I grew them myself,’ with a finger 
gun.” 

4) bunnythebear wrote, “We were getting hot and heavy, and 
she said to me, ‘I wanna suck your dick,’ and in the heat of 
the moment I said, ‘I wanna suck YOUR dick.’” 

5) Foxyfoxness wrote, “Busted a nut and said, ‘Man, I really 
had to work for that one.’” 

6) fisther92 wrote, “I’m a loadmaster in the Air Force (you 
can Google it) and do air drops from planes. When a drop 
goes out and clears the plane, you say, ‘Load clear.’ When I 
was doing the dirty with a lady friend of mine in the dorms 
(barracks), I shouted, ‘Load clear!,’ after I came on her back. 
It ended in high fives because she was a loadmaster as well, 
but she earned another title as load-taker that night.” 

7) lydienorth89 wrote: 

“I’m not sure if this counts, as it was intentionally awkward 
on my part, but I did ask once, while bent over, for my 
partner at the time to ‘fuck me like a disappointed piano 
teacher.’ 
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 “This led to a long silence, followed by a hysterically frank: 
‘I don’t know how to do that.’”94 

95. “Women Of Reddit, What Are Your Insecure Men 
Horror Stories?” 

1) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“He dumped me because he believed I had slept with two 
more people than him (I hadn’t told him my real number in 
the first place, it’s no one else’s business, but it was actually 
a lot higher than two more). He stewed on it for three years 
before dumping me because he felt like less of a man — he’s 
the man so his number should have been higher. He asked 
me back out six months later because he had slept with three 
people, making his number higher than mine and making me 
acceptable to date again. 

“What he failed to realise is that I wasn’t celibate for that six 
months. His additional three didn’t even cover my original, 
true number, never mind cover the additional people I slept 
with in that six months. Idiot. A man asking me that question 
now is a huge red flag and I don’t entertain men like that. I 
back out immediately.” 

troostorrybro, a man, wrote: 

“What a chump. 

“I dated a sex-positive girl who was a few years older than 
me a couple years ago. We touched on it and she said she 
had stopped counting somewhere in the 30s. At the time, that 

 
94 Source: justfuckmylifeupfamm, “What’s the most awkward thing 
you’ve said during sex?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s1rlxu/whats_the_most
_awkward_thing_youve_said_during_sex/ >. 
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 was at least 10 more than me. All I could think was, ‘Cool. 
Teach me a fucking thing or two.’” 

alliejc commented, “This is one of the reasons why I knew 
my husband was someone I could have a future with. He was 
nervous about sleeping with me because of his lack of 
experience. I’ve always been open about being wild and free 
in my days before meeting him. And his response when I 
told him about how experienced I was, was that I must know 
some good tricks and could teach him some. And after 11 
years together, he now knows all the tricks and it’s never 
bothered him that there were partners before him.” 

2) natshuhime wrote, “I had an ex who was pissed at me at a 
Bath & Body Works because I wanted to get a musky, 
cologne-scented candle. His stance was that it was basically 
cheating because it ‘smelled like a man.’ And yes, he was 
serious.” 

WrackspurtsNargles commented, “He was jealous of a 
CANDLE!” 

natshuhime responded, ‘YUP. I remember saying something 
along the lines of ‘yup, gonna shove it up my vag when I get 
home.’ Which he, unsurprisingly, did not find funny. I’m 
very glad he’s out of my life now.” 

SumMoreBacon wrote,m “My ex does this, too! I wear 
men’s cologne (girly-smelling colognes, though). I just feel 
they work better and smell better than vanilla sunburst or 
whatever. He constantly would say, ‘You smell like your 
other boyfriend.’ I didn’t have another boyfriend.” 

3) CinematicHeart wrote, “When I was 20, I was dating a 
man for about four or five months. We were going out to a 
Halloween party with a bunch of his friends. He and I were 
roughly the same height. Not thinking about it, I wore heels. 
I met him at the party, and he told me I had to change my 
shoes. I didn’t have other shoes with me, and I was an hour 
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 from home since this was on his college campus. He 
wouldn’t talk to me the entire night, and when we got back 
to his place he screamed at me for an hour that I was an 
embarrassment. All because he was insecure about his 
height. I didn’t care about his height. I dated two other men 
who were my height. The one stood on tippy toes the one 
time I saw him while wearing heels. The other never gave a 
shit about height and was confident. Guess which one I 
stayed friends with.” 

Not-A-SoggyBagel wrote: 

“I went out with a man with my exact same height before. 
He never cared if I wore heels, platforms, or whatever, he 
was utterly charming and always a jokester. I wrongfully 
assumed he’d be insecure. 

“The man who was insecure, though, was a guy who stood 
at 5’6. He was taller than me and he was average to taller 
height for our people. But boy, was he insecure. He didn’t 
like it when I wore boots, and he didn’t like my best friend 
around him — she’s a woman standing at 5’10 in flats. If I 
wore shoes that were anything more than flats, he’d throw a 
fit, would make me walk home, make me take them off, say 
how ashamed and how he lost face because of me. Men like 
this who hold their height to this insane degree aren’t worth 
it. 

“Then they blame us for leaving them because they were too 
‘short’ when their height was never the issue. Good for you 
for getting out of that situation!” 

AmbiguousFrijoles commented: 

“Some dude got mad at me for not giving him a chance 
because he was short, nah, it’s because I have a short man 
already at home. LOL. 
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 “My husband is 5’7 and I’m 6’0 and he loves it when I wear 
heels. First guy I ever had a crush on was over a foot shorter 
than me; short men are adorable!” 

4) Zoo_In_The_Bathtub wrote, “I was dating a guy for about 
a month when this particular incident happened. We worked 
in similar-ish fields (paramedic and police officer) and that’s 
how we met. It’s also important to note that my paramedic 
partner was a man. We were set to go on a date one Friday 
but I cancelled due to a nasty migraine. My paramedic 
partner brought me medicine (being a long-time paramedic 
he had a good idea of what would help) and shortly after he 
left I got a text from the guy asking why another man had 
come to my apartment. Apparently he had been sitting 
outside my apartment all day to make sure I didn’t go 
anywhere or see anyone else. He had met my partner before, 
so he knew what he looked like. And my partner was over 
only long enough to drop off some medicine and feed my 
dog. We didn’t last long after that.”95 

96. “What’s Something You Look Forward To Every 
Single Day?” 

1) send_boba wrote, “Changing out of work clothes and into 
pajamas.” 

sharkittens commented, “My pajamas are my real clothes. 
Everything else is a facade.” 

SocialistNeoCon commented, “I feel this on a spiritual 
level.” 

She_Persists commented, “I got married in pajamas for this 
reason. Made everyone there wear pajamas, too. If I was 

 
95 Source: Morganlovesu, “Women of Reddit, what are your insecure 
men horror stories?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/s265j5/women_of_re
ddit_what_are_your_insecure_men_horror/ >. 
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 gaining a family member, we were wearing the family 
clothes.” 

2) intrango. wrote, “Eating.” 

Money-Associate1601 asked, “Do you have a favorite 
food?” 

unknowngwb answered, “Free. Free food.” 

Minelayer commented, “When I was living in a dorm, I 
noticed ‘Cool Ranch Doritos’ tasted good to me only if they 
were my roommate’s. That free food was my favorite, then.” 

3) thecrab87 wrote: 

“Working with my son. He’s 23. I’m 50. We spend M-F 
working together building homes. We laugh all day long. 

“It’s the happiest time of my life. I know it’s finite, so I’m 
enjoying it as much as possible while it lasts.” 

Qc-ripguru67 commented: 

“This hits me (age 23) so much. My dad (age 50) gave me a 
job at his company a year ago and always tells me how proud 
he is of me. Just before Christmas, he got Covid and almost 
died. When he got out of the hospital, he told me how much 
he cherished our relation and how it meant everything to 
him. 

“It makes me so fucking emotional every time I read things 
like that.” 

mejelic wrote: 

“Fucking cherish. 

“My dad and I were fairly close, but I moved away when I 
was 25. My family was the type who will travel to each other 
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 on an almost-monthly basis when kids moved to other parts 
of the country. 

“About a week after I moved, my dad broke both of his legs 
hanging Christmas lights (yes, folks, those fuckers are 
indeed dangerous). As he was starting to recover from that 
and getting back to work, he came down with Guillain-Barré 
and was basically a quadriplegic. As he was slowly 
recovering from that, he got shingles, which we are pretty 
sure contributed to his heart attack. In less than two years of 
me leaving, my dad was dead and he never got to see the life 
I had made for myself as a true adult. 

“Even though he never really got to see that life, when I went 
to his funeral, there were no shortage of people telling me 
how proud my dad was of me and how much he talked about 
me. As I sit here bawling my eyes out typing this, it has been 
eight years and I will cherish those comments forever. 

“Never take time for granted, especially if you are close with 
loved ones.” 

4) 12INCHVOICES wrote, “Walking in the door after work 
and having my cat there waiting for me, always wanting pets 
and cuddles. Then she follows me around as I change my 
clothes and tidy up the apartment, and finally we just sit 
together and chill.” 

nickdavies1 commented, “Every morning I wake up and as 
I open the door, I quietly yell ‘release the hounds’ and both 
my cats run in meowing. It’s silly but I love it.” 

Upbeat-Function-1491 commented, “Awe. Love it. When I 
let my cat out, I say, ‘Release the Kraken.’” 

Defaulted1364 commented, “There’s a guy I watch on 
YouTube called ‘Gold Crest Farm’ and every morning when 
he lets out his ducks, he yells, ‘Release the Quacken.’” 
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 bluevioletta commented that when she returns home, her cat 
“charges down the stairs and sticks his paws though the mail 
slot and meows. I love it so much. Sometimes his fur is all 
disheveled and he’s half asleep when he does it. It’s far and 
away the best part of my day.”96 

97. “What Healthy Behavior Are People Shamed For?” 

1) ZucchiniUsual7370 wrote: 

“Valuing their own free time. 

“I was recently asked to tutor the son of an admin who works 
at the school I work at. It was just assumed that I’d want to 
do it. I was even thanked in advance. I declined the offer, not 
because of the pay (it was a very reasonable rate), but 
because I didn’t want to lose my free time planning lessons, 
etc. 

“The passive-aggressive backlash has been infantile and 
intense.” 

Yeet_Far_Away commented: 

“When I was a pre-teen / teen, my mum was the Queen of 
offering up my free time to her friends. Babysitting and 
tutoring their kids, etc., all for free. Mind you there was a 
hidden interest from her; I didn’t like kids and she thought 
forcing me to spend time with random kids like that would 
make me love and want them. (You can guess how that 
went.) 

“Eventually around 15 years old, I started saying no. Woman 
would waltz up with her kid like, ‘Your mum said you’d 

 
96 Source:Money-Associate1601, “What’s something you look forward 
to every single day?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s3gcrh/whats_somethin
g_you_look_forward_to_every_single/ >. 
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 babysit,’ and I’d say ‘no,’ and lock myself in my room. My 
mum would last minute tell me I have to go to Mrs. X’s 
house to tutor her kid and I’d say no and leave somewhere 
else. 

“And all those grown-ass adults upon being told no by a 
literal kid and explained to that my mum planned that 
without my input would get very, very mad at me and insist 
I do it anyway and try to guilt-trip me (but never offer up 
pay, weirdly enough). So it didn’t make me like kids, but it 
did make me hate adults.” 

2) mustykrusty89 wrote, “Saying ‘I don’t know.’” 

nurse_researcher commented, “I started saying ‘I don’t 
know’ more while in my PhD program in my 40s. Admitting 
my ignorance makes me look like much less of a fool than 
pretending and being wrong. Also, as a scientist I can always 
start with the unknown as a comfortable place. I expanded 
that to more social aspects of life and it is really liberating. 
There is a fuck ton of things I don’t know and why did I ever 
feel pressure to pretend before?” 

3) ScienceSeeker1302 wrote, “Setting appropriate 
boundaries to manage the work / life balance.” 

almost_a_troll commented, “Can’t stress enough how much 
having a manager who insisted on proper balance changed 
my life.” 

kontrolleur commented, “Same. My previous managers 
shamed everyone who left on time. My current manager is 
like, ‘If you attend this meeting at 7am, make sure to leave 
earlier,’ or ‘It’s Friday. If you’re done for the day, you can 
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 go at 2pm.’ Everyone has told me I’m a lot happier and less 
angry or frustrated since I changed jobs.”97 

98. “People Who Have Sucked An Insane Number Of 
Dicks, What’s Your Story?” 

1) Billbapoker wrote: 

“There was a girl in my program during university who 
would seriously suck off anyone if they were just nice to her 
and respectful about it. She straight up said she loved it, and 
given she was nice looking, she was super popular. 

“I asked her once and she said she stopped counting after she 
hit 1000. That # blew my mind, since we were early 20s.” 

vancoover commented, “What university was this and where 
is she now? Asking for a friend.” 

vietec commented, “Disgusting. Where?” 

BrittanyOldeehoff commented, “‘She was super popular.’ I 
bet!” 

vikingsinmypants commented, “Sounds like my ex. Lovely 
girl, had fucked in excess of 1000 guys by age 30. And why 
not?” 

NearPeerAdversary commented, “I can confirm that some 
girls just love to give head. I dated a girl for a couple months 
who would find any excuse to go down on me, anywhere, 
anytime, for any reason. I often felt like I needed to 
reciprocate, but unless we were actually getting intimate, she 

 
97 Source: just_some_troglodyte, “What Healthy Behavior Are People 
Shamed For?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s433k9/what_healthy_
behavior_are_people_shamed_for/ >. 
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 said she was good. All she would need was a drink of 
something afterwards.” 

moal09 commented, “I knew a girl like that who legit just 
LOVED giving head. Definitely wasn’t down to just do it to 
strangers every night, though.” 

2) GlobalMonke wrote, “Girl from my class drunk-called me 
one time and within twenty seconds before I could hang up 
she let slip, ‘I’ve practiced sucking dick so much, at least 57 
dicks,’ and then I never saw her in person again as she 
dropped out of school and moved across the country with her 
ex the next week.” 

sznfpv commented, “If she said at least 57, then it was most 
likely exactly 57.” 

helljustheretohelp wrote, “Nobody explained to her she 
could’ve just sucked one dick 57 times for the same amount 
of practice.” 

AssDimple commented, “I’m no dick-suckin’ expert, but I 
think you want to mix in some variety in order to cross train.” 

3) Elixeo, a male, wrote, “I was once asked this by a straight 
female friend of mine when I was in my late twenties. I did 
a rough calculation in my head and then backed the number 
back a bit to be more conservative. I didn’t want to come off 
as a total slut. So I told her probably around a couple 
hundred. When I saw the look on her face, I started laughing 
and told her I was only joking. I wasn’t. I’m 64 now. Still 
going strong.” 

4) gil_beard wrote, “A girl I went to high school with said 
she got up to around 300 guys by our senior year, including 
me and my best friend. That was 15 years ago, so lord knows 
what it is now.” 
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 therealsidtastic wrote, “I worked as an escort for nine years. 
I don’t really like sucking dick, so if I am just sleeping with 
someone for fun, I don’t do it but for the right dollar amount 
I would suck a dick and have them believe all I wanted in 
life was their dick in my mouth. Father-sucker for funds!” 

5) River-Dreams wrote: 

“I have not sucked an insane number of dicks. I have sucked 
dick an insane amount, though. 

“Should we count each time as a new dick? After all, just as 
we can’t step in the same river twice [according to the 
ancient Greek philosopher Heraclitus], I can’t suck the same 
dick twice, for it is not the same dick and I am not the same 
mouth. 

“By that count … easily at least 2,000!”98 

99. “What’s A Company Secret You Can Share Because 
You Don’t Work There Anymore?” 

Gorilla-Samurai wrote: 

“I was a Hotel’s Service Supervisor for […]. 

“Whenever you see a bunch of young folk working at the 
hotel, be sure they’re fucking like rabbits in the storage 
areas. 

“We ran an inspection at the basement with the maintenance 
team to check the generators, while trying to show a new hire 
that we had those emergency lines that glow in the dark, 
directing you to the generator, one of the guys pulled up a 

 
98 Source: idontcare_912_, “People who have sucked an insane amount 
of Dicks, what’s your story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s43dyw/people_who_h
ave_sucked_an_insane_amount_of_dicks/ >. 
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 darklight [blacklight?] and we could see the semen trails on 
the ground [floor] and on the walls. 

“Later, at an end-of-year party (we rented a ranch once a year 
to celebrate a year’s good work), I saw some of the guys 
showing each other photos they took of former employees 
giving them head and such.”99 

100. “What’s The Nicest Thing Someone Did For You?” 

1) Rexoc400 wrote, “Escorted me to my best friend’s funeral 
last year, when I was 17. Just about soaked her dress in tears. 
That was probably the worst mental and physical state I have 
ever been in. She did not care [that I soaked her dress], and 
she kept reminding me that she was completely fine and kept 
being my emotional support throughout the entire thing. Still 
friends with her today.” 

2) Tsoof_S wrote: 

“It’s not the nicest thing someone’s ever done for me, but it 
is one of the most special things I didn’t realize was special 
at the time. 

“When I was in fifth grade, I used to walk home from school 
with my friend, and on the way to our homes we would pass 
outside of a small kindergarten. Each time we passed there, 
the old guard at the booth at the entrance would give us some 
chocolate. Sometimes he gave us white chocolate, 
sometimes milk chocolate and sometimes chocolate with 
popping candy. 

“So one day, my friend and I decided to return the favor. 

 
99 Source: rasutii, “What’s a company secret you can share, because 
you don’t work there anymore?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s4dkip/whats_a_compa
ny_secret_you_can_share_because_you/ >. 
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 “We bought him a full white chocolate bar with biscuits 
[cookies] inside. When we went home from school that day, 
we walked to the guard, he greeted us as usual and then my 
friend took the chocolate bar out of his bag and gave it to 
him. 

“The guard looked at us and laughed. 

“We stood there confused, not understanding what to do, and 
then the guard told us this: ‘I don’t like chocolate.’ 

“As a young kid I didn’t understand the meaning of this 
man’s act. This man, would buy chocolate almost every day 
to give it to us. The only thing that would matter to this man 
while buying the chocolate was to see the smile on our faces 
when he gave it to us and know that he, a stranger to us, 
caused it by an act of kindness. 

“After the guard refused to take the chocolate, my friend and 
I left unsatisfied after saying goodbye. We decided to return 
tomorrow with a different candy we thought he would like. 

“Tomorrow came and we went to the kindergarten. When we 
came to the booth, we saw someone else there. Someone 
who replaced him. We went again a few days later and he 
still wasn’t there, and we never saw him again.” 

3) TugTigaPoonsPOntoon wrote, “She married me.” 

4) iKentSpell wrote, “A few weeks before Christmas 10 
years ago, the principal at the elementary school that I went 
to called me into her office and told me to write a list of the 
people in my family, their ages and the things they liked. It 
turns out that the school found out that my family was really 
broke so they partnered with a local church to buy us 
Christmas gifts.” 

5) shampaincanpagne wrote, “Let me take the final two days 
after class had ended. At a country club. During his date.” 
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 PalmTreeDepriced wrote, “That is pretty epic, and hilarious. 
Did he sit you at his table or another?” 

shampaincanpagne answered, “Ironically his date and I were 
waiting for him in the lobby. The dining area was closed so 
he pulled a chair off the table and let me take it while he and 
his lady went to the bar for drinks. Will never forget it.” 

6) CatherineConstance wrote: 

“I don’t know if I can pick just one, but here’s the first one 
that comes to mind. 

“July 20th, 2018, Friday. I won’t go into all the details, but 
two days before, someone who was like a twin brother to me 
(nine days apart, moms are best friends, so we were close 
like siblings from birth until that day when we were 24) had 
died tragically. I was downtown with one of my best friends, 
and my relationship with that friend was rocky at the time. I 
felt very alone. Friend and I were at a club and I started 
feeling a panic attack coming on so I told the friend I was 
going to go to the roof (which is also part of the club/bar) for 
some air, they said they’d meet me up there in a few minutes. 

“As soon as I got to the roof, I started crying and 
hyperventilating. There were lots of people around but no 
one I knew, and I felt kind of invisible, but that didn’t really 
bother me because I didn’t particularly want anyone coming 
up to me. But someone did. A girl I had never seen or met 
came up to me and asked me if I was okay. She asked if she 
could put her arm around me, and then if she could hug me. 
I told her the very short version of what was wrong. I thought 
I might pass out. 

“She steered me gently to her table where she was with her 
husband and another friend. She held my hand until my 
friend came and found me, she cried with me about the death 
of my friend. She did not judge me at all, and she looked 
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 through the sea of her people and saw somebody who wasn’t 
okay and took it upon herself to try to change that. 

“Before she walked up to me, I was thinking about how easy 
it would be to just throw myself off the roof. I wouldn’t have 
done it, I want to be clear that I wouldn’t have even if she 
hadn’t approached me. But I was thinking it. As far as life 
goes, things didn’t get better after that day for a long time. 
But they DID get better, and she was the first step in things 
getting better. I am so thankful that before I left her and her 
group that night, that I added her on Facebook. We haven’t 
really kept in touch, but she is on my list, and one day when 
I get rich I’m going to pay her back. She is the kindest soul. 
It might seem like a little thing, but in the moment it was 
everything, and I still think about her a lot.” 

7) 64CorvairMan wrote, “I was in a diner one morning many 
years ago before GPS when a guy came in, ordered a coffee 
and asked the waitress for directions to a business he was 
looking for. She didn’t know, but I did and told the stranger. 
He thanked me and left. I asked for my check, and the 
waitress told me that the guy needing directions paid.” 

8) GeminiJen9701 wrote, “On a bad day, a stranger bought 
my coffee and I started crying because of their kindness. 
Good deeds matter!”100 

  

 
100 Source: Troy_Otto, “[Serious] What’s the nicest thing someone did 
for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 January 2022 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/s55o6o/serious_whats_
the_nicest_thing_someone_did_for_you/ >. 
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 APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have downloaded and 
adapted from the WWW. I will not make a dime from it. The use of this 
information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of 
a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for 
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching 
(including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made 
of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered 
shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 
of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 
copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 
copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair 
use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  

I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good deeds, and 
this book about Good Samaritans is a good way to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the editors want 
to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  
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 Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit posts, and 
letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with correcting an obvious 
misspelling. 
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 APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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 APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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 Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George’s Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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 John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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 William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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 William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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 Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 
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 The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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 Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

 


