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Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What is an Unconventional Way Your Parents 
Taught You a Life Lesson as a Kid that Makes You 
Think to Yourself, ‘Woah, That was Good Parenting’ 
Now that You’re Older?” 

1) natsugrayerza wrote, “My husband threw a tantrum when 
he was little because his mom wouldn’t buy him something 
he wanted, and his mom got down next to him and said, 
‘Now I will never buy you that for the rest of your life.’ He 
never threw a tantrum again. I laugh every time I think of 
that story. It’s just so hardcore. But it worked!” 

Islencaribena commented, “My sister and I (both 21+) would 
throw loud obnoxious tantrums to show my little brother 
(age four) how silly he looked. It was fun, we would start 
stomping our feet and crying and do that annoying kids’ 
wail. He would mostly end up laughing but he never threw 
more tantrums. Or, we would let him walk to the cashier with 
the item and have the cashier ask him for money. The shock 
of having a stranger demand money quieted him.” 

2) the wrongrecroom wrote, “They told me from young 
adolescence that no matter the situation, if I were drunk or 
high or whatever, if I were ever in trouble, I could call my 
dad and he would come pick me up no questions asked. It 
seemed unconventional compared to my friends with strict 
parents who went buck wild when they weren’t under their 
supervision, but it taught me to stay safe and smart, and I 
ended up being a pretty good and stable kid who knew I 
could go to my parents if I needed them.” 

AcceptableBee3 commented, “We had a similar system. I 
knew that questions would be asked, but that I wouldn’t get 
judgement. I had to call my mom for a ride only one time, 
and I did it without hesitation. My mom showed up with a 
bottle of water, some crackers, and a bucket for if I got sick. 
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Teaching your kids that you are there for them, even when 
they’re not perfect, is the best parenting strategy for building 
kids who trust you.”1 

2. “What Compliment Did You Receive Years Ago that 
You Still Think About?” 

1) Jay-Stevens wrote this: 

“I was working in retail at an electronic store we’ll call 
‘Decent Purchase’ and I ordered a coat through the employee 
store for the fall. It was nice, nothing great, but I still walked 
around sarcastically like I was superhot. I said to the 
customer service girl (super cute, decent crush), ‘I know 
normally I’m like a 5 but with this coat, I’d say I’m a solid 6 
or 7,’ and she shot back, ‘Oh, definitely an 8.’” 

“Still feels good three years later.” 

2) zomboromcom wrote, “I was walking down a major street 
in a big city, with a big, blond mohawk, and enjoying not 
getting the glares I was used to in my smaller town, when a 
carload of girls drove by and one leaned out the window and 
screamed, ‘Sexy hair, baby!’” 

3) ghostdogs2 wrote, “I used to bring baked goods and 
dinners over to my elderly neighbor when he couldn’t out of 
the house any longer. Prior to this, he would actually come 
to my house for dinner. Unfortunately, dementia was 
overtaking him near the end. Once when I had brought 
dinner over, he asked me if I knew the lady next door. He 

 
1 Source: IrisdescentBrushstrock, “What is an unconventional way your 
parents taught you a life lesson as a kid, which makes you think to 
yourself, ‘Woah that was good parenting’ now that you´re older?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 27 June 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yc7nfl3f>.  
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told me she’s an ‘excellent cook.’ I told him I did know her! 
So nice, still makes me smile.” 

4) hausihome wrote, “Our middle school and high school 
were in the same building (small school). The most popular 
senior girl was walking down the hall talking to her friend 
and stopped to look 7th-grade me in the eye and told me she 
liked my scrunchie. It literally meant so much to me, and 
since then I’ve tried to go out of my way to compliment 
people — friends, colleagues and strangers — when I think 
of a compliment.” 

5) charliesangel46 wrote this: 

“In grade 3 a guy came up to me, looked at me for a few 
seconds and walked away with his friend. As he was walking 
away, he said to his friend, ‘I don’t know what you’re talking 
about. She’s really pretty.’ 

“It still makes me feel happy inside when I think about it.” 

6) extremelight wrote this: 

“Half compliment, half reward. I held open some door for an 
old white lady at a restaurant when I was like 9 or 10. 
Because why wouldn’t you? But apparently she later asked 
the waiter to ask for me and explained that she rarely get the 
door held opened for her. Called me a nice child and gave 
me a $100 bill. 

“Obviously the reward was nice (I think I bought a couple 
games). But what stuck with me was the fact that she rarely 
saw the good deed done. From that point I decided being nice 
was the way to be, if only for a fleeting moment in people’s 
lives.” 

7) Str8OutaHappy wrote, “I was working at a movie theatre 
and was filling a guest’s popcorn. As I handed it to her, she 
said, ‘Thanks, handsome!’ and walked away. It really 
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boosted my day. Random compliments are nice to give, and 
nice to get. Plus they cost us nothing with a big payout. 
That’s what I think about the most.” 

8) carymile wrote this: 

“I was on the market in an old part of a town buying a 
traditional shirt (if you’re interested, it’s called vyshyvanka). 
And I was not sure about one I was trying on. While I was 
spinning in front of the mirror, a middle-aged man was 
walking through. 

“He looked like an old aristocrat and at the same time he 
reminded me of a good neighbor who will always help repair 
your faucet or tell a funny story about the times of his youth. 

“He saw me, stopped for a while, smiled, and said, ‘Don’t 
worry, you’re beautiful.’ And then he walked away. 

“It was very nice, and about four years have passed, but I’m 
still grateful to this man for raising my self-esteem that day. 
Yeah, how little I need for happiness :)”2 

3. “People of Reddit, What’s One Mistake or Decision 
You Made that Completely Altered the Course of Your 
Life?” 

Poster_Nutbag wrote this: 

“One day my foreman just flat out didn’t show up to work. I 
was vaguely familiar with what had to go on at the site, and 
who needed to do it, so I just started calling people, and 
talking to those on site saying I was filling in for him for 
today … 

 
2 Source: DanTheBMan, “What compliment did you receive years ago 
that you still think about?” Reddit. AskReddit. July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y7jzk72n>. 
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“Fast forward a few months and people are saying they 
greatly prefer me organizing jobs, and management starts 
giving me jobs of my own. I start getting great reviews from 
clients and my jobs are making money. Eventually my old 
foreman gets fired (not because of me directly, but because 
of some questionable antics and poor performance). 

“Now I’m enjoying a significantly better paying and more 
fulfilling job. What started as a job to make a bit of money 
while I figured out what I want to do has turned into 
something with serious career potential.”3 

4. “Time to Brag, What Have You Done for a Stranger 
Recently Purely Out of Kindness?” 

1) tdasnowman wrote, “Bought a homeless guy a gallon of 
water, an ice cream, and threw a 5 [Dollars? Pounds?] on top 
on a hot summer’s day a year ago. I’d found some cash in 
my car I’d forgotten about, so just doubled on what I bought 
myself and gave him the change. A year later he’s learned to 
recognize my bike and when he sees me coming down hill 
he hits the crosswalk so I never have to stop and can keep 
most of my momentum for the climb at the other end. I’ve 
set a few PR’s [Personal Bests] on Strava [a device that 
tracks human exercise] because of that.” 

2) queenjanene wrote this: 

“I walked into our town’s office and asked if anyone hadn’t 
paid their water bill, then I paid for them. 

“My husband and I have been extremely lucky lately and had 
more wiggle room in the budget than we thought. If the 

 
3 Source: abayomee02, “People of Reddit, What’s one mistake or 
decision you made that completely altered the course of your life?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 23 June 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yc3j7qdg>. 
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universe wants us to have that amount of money, surely it 
wants us to give some away, too.” 

3) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “The guy in front of me didn’t have 
enough money on his food stamp card for his groceries. He 
was over by $15. Before he could put anything back, I just 
paid the remaining balance. He and his kids were extremely 
grateful.”4 

5. For Any Redditors Who Have Ever Been Arrested, 
What is the Ride in the Cop Car Like? Did the Cop Talk 
to You? If So About What? Is It Silent, and If So, was It 
Awkward?” 

Cashew_box wrote, “I was picked up by a police officer, not 
arrested. I had not run away. I snuck out. It was 9th or 10th 
grade, and my friends and I had a phase of sneaking out of 
our houses and meeting at a couple of places to smoke or talk 
or generally just feel badass that we snuck out, then go sneak 
back in. I was on my way home, walking down a street in 
my neighborhood, and a police car drove by. They drove me 
home and watched me sneak back in the window. They just 
wanted to make sure I was safe. I’m not sure as an adult that 
was the right decision for them, but my teen-self sure 
appreciated it.5 

6. What’s Your Silliest Childhood Memory?” 

1) Yokayla wrote this: 

 
4 Source: ArmadilloQc, “Time to brag, what have you done for a stranger 
recently purely out of kindness?” Reddit. Ask Reddit. 2 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/ycyfwtpe>. 
5 Source: Suspicious_Milk53, “For any redditors that has ever been 
arrested, what is the ride in the cop car like? Did the cop talk to you? If 
so about what? Is it silent and if so was it awkward?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
2 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yaqvpsua>. 
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“I was teased for having bushy eyebrows; in trying to trim 
them, I damn near shaved them off. Wisps left. I knew I’d 
f[**]ked up so I decided to just … play it off. 

“As in, whenever anyone mentioned it or acknowledged my 
sudden lack of eyebrows — I would pretend nothing had 
happened and they were being weird.” 

2) VolpeFemmina wrote, “My step-mom coming home from 
work to the house absolutely soaking wet inside and my 
brother throwing a cup of water on me ….She’s gearing up 
to lose her mind because we had a water fight indoors when 
my dad came around the corner with a super soaker and got 
her right in the face, hahaha! She lunged for the sink sprayer 
and got him back good immediately. Everything about the 
memory is silly and hilarious to me, I think I was only nine 
years old or so when it happened!” 

3) RedWomanZ wrote this: 

“My sisters and I were wrestling fans. WWE. [Worldwide 
Wrestling Entertainment.] 

“Once, we decided to do a hardcore match. On TV, we saw 
wrestling matches where they spread thumbtacks on the 
floor of the ring. We didn’t have thumbtacks, but we had 
LEGOs. 

“We spread them on the floor and played as our favorite 
wrestlers, taking turns doing everyone’s opening scene. I 
remember being Triple H. One sister was Jeff Hardy and the 
other was giving commentary. We even played everyone’s 
theme song. 

“Well, Jeff Hardy decided to flip off of the couch onto Triple 
H and they both fell onto the LEGOs. The commentator was 
screaming “OH, MY GOD — Stop the match!!” 

“It was a tie. 
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“We got up — really hurting — and looked at each other. 

“Then we burst out laughing because we literally had 
LEGOs stuck to us — one even got stuck to my face. 

“We agreed never to use LEGOs in a wrestling match again. 

“We were weird little girls. Fun times.” 

4) WestieLove23 wrote, “My sister and I made up the 
absolute worst name you could ever call anybody: DCB. 
(Diarrhea-Caked-Butt) and laughed ourselves silly every 
time we said it. We’re in our 30s and still giggle hysterically 
about it every so often.” 

5) erkala21 wrote, “My dad has always had long hair and a 
full-face beard and mustache. When I was four, he came to 
pick me up (parents divorced) and he had shaved and cut his 
hair due to working with asbestos removal. I didn’t 
recognize him and slammed the door in his face and started 
crying because ‘There’s a stranger here!’ when I was 
expecting my dad. I’m 30 and he still loves to tell that story, 
and to this day it’s the only time I’ve seen him without a 
beard.” 

6) NinjaSaurusRex wrote, “When my grandma would ask 
little four-year-old me who my boyfriend was and I’d say 
Scooby Doo.”6 

7. “What’s the Meanest Thing You Have Ever Done to 
Your Brother / Sister? Why?” 

1) OrpheusBisquit wrote this: 

 
6 Source: peppermind, “What’s your silliest childhood memory?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 5 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8br56x7>. 
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“My little brother was absolutely terrified of ET (you know, 
Steven Spielberg, ‘ET phone home!’) when we were young. 

“One weekend we went to the Aerospace Museum in 
Manchester, UK, and they had some sort of alien spaceship 
mock-up where you could sit inside and press the buttons. I 
convinced my brother to venture inside and have a play, only 
before screaming ‘IT’S ET!’ and running as fast as I could 
away from the spaceship all around the museum with him 
running behind me, absolutely sh[*]tting himself, screaming 
and crying. 

“I’m four years older than he is, so I gained a bit of distance 
and hid out of sight as he continued running through the 
museum in a state of pure terror. As well as thinking ET was 
chasing him, he also began to panic because he was lost and 
alone in a museum. 

“Suffice to say once my parents had caught up with us, 
calmed down his hysterics (you wouldn’t believe how utterly 
terrified he was of ET), and realised the trick I had played on 
him, I got a proper bollocking (Northern English for ‘telling 
off’). 

“I’m now 29 and my little brother is 25, and we’re fine!” 

2) thursmalls wrote, “Up there has to be the tomato soup 
incident. My baby brother was three or four at the time, not 
a huge fan of tomato soup, but that was lunch for the day. I 
was maybe 10 and had been tasked with sitting with him 
until he finished his soup. So I decided to tell him it was 
blood. And that our other two siblings and I were vampires, 
which was why we’d finished our soup so quickly. And that 
he had to eat it so he’d become a vampire, too. He was a 
pretty smart kid and was like ‘This doesn’t look like blood,’ 
so I made something up like how we had to disguise it, but 
it really was. I don’t remember all the details, but we went 
back and forth for a good 20 minutes. Mom finally comes 
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back to the kitchen and is like ‘why aren’t you done?’ and 
he just melts down and says something like ‘Please don’t eat 
me — I don’t want to be a vampire!’ I had to explain, and I 
was grounded for quite a while, He is past 40 years old and 
still will not eat tomato soup.” 

3) reset_2020 wrote this: 

“My brother was terrified of Chucky [the evil doll from a 
series of horror movies]; he was around 10 at the time. By 
chance, I found a Chucky doll at a garage sale and obviously 
my evil self had to buy it …. 

“So I got home, placed the doll on top of his pillow and threw 
the covers over the thing. And waited. 

“The ear-piercing scream and the terrified look on his face is 
something I’ll never forget. 

“Obviously, he put two and two together and told on me and 
I got grounded for a few days, but it was so worth it. 

“(Mind you, we used to prank each other quite a bit, so we 
were usually on even ground.)”7 

8. “What’s Your Biggest Rebellion in Life This Far?” 

A_Blank_Space wrote, “Last week I didn’t want to ask the 
worker at the store (who conveniently was really engrossed 
in the shoes he was stocking), but I needed to know how 
much the shoes really were. Sure, the price said it was on 
sale, but still they were $60 for some slip-ons so I was 
skeptical. I saw the computer just sitting there. I creep over, 
my mom keeping a lookout. I hesitate but for a moment …. 
Then I grabbed the gun and scanned them, sure the beep 

 
7 Source: KenUwh, “What’s the meanest thing you have ever done to 
your brother/sister? Why?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yamkh32m>. 
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would bring the guy’s attention to me. Nope, got away scot 
free. As the rush of rebellion ran through me, I put the $60 
(now confirmed) shoes back on the shelf, and we walked 
away, laughing maniacally.”8 

9. “What is a Story You Can Tell People for Your Whole 
Life?” 

1) Timzenzzinger wrote, “I went to this girl’s party the week 
after she beat the sh[*]t out of my friend. While everyone 
was getting trashed, I went around putting tuna inside all the 
curtain rods and so like weeks went by and they couldn’t 
figure out why the house smelled like festering death. They 
caught me through this video where these guys at the party 
were singing Beyoncé while I was in the background with a 
can of tuna.” 

2) MOr-Rioghan wrote, “I was born with a congenital 
amputation, but as a kid I kept telling my classmates 
gruesome stories about my arm having been bitten off by an 
alligator every time they asked, and I ended up getting a 
suspension for scaring the other students.” 

3) IDKHow2UseThisApp wrote, “This was early fall in 
Colorado, so unpredictable weather. I went to work in short 
sleeves, but it was snowing pretty good by break time. I went 
outside for a smoke when a guy walked up and asked, ‘Do 
you know Jesus?’ I figured he had a pamphlet or a sermon 
or something else I didn’t have time for, so I said, ‘Yes! I 
do.’ The guy gives me a big grin. ‘Great! Could you call him 
and tell him to turn the f*cking heat back on?’” 

4) CatsOverFlowers wrote, “How I met my boyfriend: I was 
walking through the building to go outside and something in 

 
8 Source: rlyoldlady, “What’s your biggest rebellion in life this far?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 9 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8hzkha6>. 
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my peripherals caught my eye. There he was, sitting at a 
desk, laughing at something a coworker had said. He had 
recently changed from nightshift to dayshift, so I had never 
seen him before. There was a skylight in the ceiling that 
directed the light right at him, illuminating only him and his 
desk, making him look like he had an epic quest for me. It 
was an immediate magnetism, started walking toward him 
without realizing it, introduced myself right then. As soon as 
I saw that smile, I did everything in my power to woo that 
man (poetry, flowers, love letters, candy). We’ve been 
together ever since. Best. Quest. Ever.”9 

10. “Straight Men of Reddit, What is the Strangest Thing 
You have Been Told Not to Do Because ‘That’s Gay’?” 

IronCorvis wrote, “Apparently going out for Mexican and 
margaritas with your pal. No one said it directly, but the 
waitress gave us a complimentary dessert for two and said, 
‘Happy anniversary’ … free dessert is free dessert, I guess.” 

FoxClaws42 commented: 

“My best friend and I (both girls) went to senior prom 
together. We weren’t dating anyone at the time, so going as 
friends was a nice way to have a good time and still nab that 
couple’s ticket discount. 

“We went out for dinner before the dance, and this group of 
20-somethings in the corner whom we’d never met before 
kept smiling at us across the room and giving us the thumbs 
up. When we went to pay for the food, we’d found that it had 
already been paid for. 

 
9 Source: edwardwong007, “What is a story you can tell people for your 
whole life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/ycm7qcu3>. 
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“And that was when I realized that we’d been mistaken for 
lesbians, and those smiley folks were probably just trying to 
be supportive. (To be fair, I looked pretty butch, and in 
retrospect most straight girls probably wouldn’t pair a prom 
dress with a leather jacket.) 

“Anyways, I consider that an absolute win. Some nice 
strangers got to feel supportive and we got a free meal out of 
it. Being mistaken for lesbians was economical as f[••]k.”10 

11. “Hey, Redditors, What’s the NICEST Thing You 
Overheard Someone Say About You?”  

1) MC_Batsy wrote, “One night, I got up at night to go to 
the bathroom. My parents were in the living room watching 
TV. I overheard them chatting, and they were talking about 
me. My mom said (about me), ‘He’s such a good kid. We’re 
so lucky.’ My dad replied, ‘I know. I’m so proud of him, and 
I let him know it.’ Indeed he did tell me that. That was many 
years ago, after I had gotten accepted to dental school. My 
parents also attended my white coat ceremony when I was a 
second-year student. Unfortunately, my dad passed away a 
year after that, and I was still a dental student (exactly seven 
months before I graduated). I know it’s sad, but I know at 
least those are some really good memories that I still hold on 
to.” 

2) crashboomwham wrote, “I used to work in a nursing 
home. One of my sweet old ladies there stopped recognizing 
me after I changed my hair. She had dementia, so reminding 
her who I was didn’t work, or she didn’t believe me. Every 
day, though, she would say things like ‘Do you know 
crashboomwham? She’s the best here,’ or ‘You did a good 

 
10 Source: The_Were ArcticFox, “Straight men of Reddit, what is the 
strangest thing you have been told not to do because ‘that’s gay’?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 16 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y8nss5d7>. 
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job; crashboomwham must have taught you how,’ or she 
would talk to me like I was a new hire and say ‘Listen to 
crashboomwham; she runs a tight ship." My favorite was, 
‘Are you crashboomwham’s sister? You look like her. She’s 
a good girl.’” 

3) only_zuul21 wrote, “Not exactly overheard, but I think it 
applies: I was meeting up with my husband at a law school 
party he had already been at for a little bit. It was early in his 
first year of law school and I didn’t know any of the people 
he hung out with yet. He was standing by himself and I 
walked up to talk to him and a very, very drunk girl comes 
up to me and says, ‘Don’t bother with him. All he does is 
talk about his wife.’”11 

12. “What is the Happiest Moment You’ve Had in Your 
Life?” 

1) Chicana-with a-JKU16 wrote, “My oldest son surprising 
me at work for my birthday this year in uniform after not 
seeing him for two years while he was stationed in 
Afghanistan. Oh, my heart!” 

2) KellBelle413 wrote, “My fiancé proposing.” 

3) vibrant_harmony wrote, “The first time I ever saw clear 
ocean water. I’m from Louisiana and we have no clear water. 
It’s the one thing I always dreamed about seeing and it was 
a bucket-list item. I got my wish last October, and it was 
better than expected. I never expected to cry; it was just so 
beautiful.” 

4) bluejay_way wrote, “At my wedding when I was walking 
down the aisle with my dad, everyone was standing in the 

 
11 Source: faloopaoompaloompa, “Hey redditors, what’s the NICEST 
thing you overheard someone say about you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 
July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/ydfvcwct>. 
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aisle to get photos of me. When they all stepped back and 
the crowds parted, I could see my husband crying as he 
watched me, and I just felt so incredibly happy and blessed 
to be marrying this wonderful man. I felt total pure 
happiness.” 

5) BeautifuIWing wrote, “The first time I met and held my 
cat! He was only four days old when I met him, so he was 
tiny and fit in just one of my hands. As soon as I picked him 
up, I instantly felt happy and my heart lifted, I knew I had to 
adopt him. I can’t imagine not having him in my life!” 

6) uriboo wrote, “I had been sick for a number of years. Then 
finally I saw a doctor who just went ‘Yep, I know what this 
is. You’re a classic case. Lie down for a sec.’ He gave me an 
injection and suddenly I could walk again, no pain, no 
nothing. It was kind of magical.” 

7) Graciemay124 wrote, “The first time I held my baby. We 
tried so hard for her and almost lost her. Seeing her alive and 
in my arms was the most surreal and perfect moment I’ve 
ever experienced. She was our little miracle baby, and my 
heart is still giddy when I see her.” 

8) JuneLK wrote, “The really poor neighborhood I grew up 
throw a party for the ice cream man who was retiring and 
had been the ice cream man when I was a child.”12 

13. “What Dumb Purchase Did You Make But Never 
Regretted?” 

1) Dronoz wrote, “I once got drunk and bought twelve 
copies of Shrek on Blu-ray. At first I thought that I f[**]ked 
it up but then I had the idea to gift my friend one of the copies 

 
12 Source: ShilohEverett, “What is the happiest moment you’ve had in 
your life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 17 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5c56ofd>. 
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every occasion. He got one for his birthday, one for 
Christmas and one for Easter, for the last three years. I think 
he knows what he is going to get for Christmas this year.” 

2) captain_shield wrote, “I bought a unicycle nine years ago. 
I still have no idea how to ride the thing. But it’s fun to be 
able to say I own a unicycle.”13 

14. “Ex-Prisoners of Reddit, was There Ever a Prisoner 
That You, or Others were Terrified Of? If So, Who were 
They?” 

Phoenix13kk wrote this: 

“Big Bertha. She was in for minor shit, but scared the hell 
out of everyone … including me, even after I knocked out 
her front tooth when she cornered me on the rec yard. I was 
terrified of this woman long after her release until receiving 
a heartfelt letter from her, thanking me for putting her in her 
place. She used to prey on those she thought weak and use 
them for commissary. I was only two weeks in when she 
approached me the first time; the only other time she said 
anything to me was her last day when she asked me to take 
a photo with her on the rec yard. I was terrified, but I went 
anyway. She threw her arm around my neck, made the 
goofiest smile and pointed to her missing tooth right before 
the camera snapped. When I received her letter, I also 
received a copy of the picture and she told me she wanted 
proof so she could tell the story about the ‘tiny little white 
girl’ who put her in her place. 

 
13 Source: Gabornie, “What dumb purchase did you make but never 
regretted?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6jcvtjs>. 
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“Now I smile every time I run across the picture or think 
about her.”14 

15. “What were Your 15 Minutes of Fame?” 

1) billyxyx wrote, “When I was that ‘big strong boy’ who 
carried the chairs in front of the class when I was like eight 
years old.” 

2) RikiBance wrote, “I’m a guitarist and I’ve been doing 
some concerts since a little bit more than one year with my 
band, and last August we did a one-hour set. The best part 
was when after a song my best friend started chanting my 
name, and my other friends, my girlfriend and even our 
singer followed him. It didn’t last more than 15 seconds, but 
it was probably one of the most heartwarming moments in 
my whole life.” 

3) McCreeMain77 wrote, “I was in the drama club in school, 
and I did really well in a performance and had a lot of people 
congratulating me. It’s not much, but it means a lot to me 
because I took great pride in my hobby.” 

4) juttbutt wrote, “I performed a solo at my high school’s 
choir spring concert; it’s a pirate song called ‘Fire Down 
Below.’ It was kind of like a musical theater, I had an 
opening monologue where I introduced myself, the song, 
told a couple of funnies, I then told the crowd that every time 
I point at you, you will chant ‘yo-ho’ because those are the 
words during the chorus of the song. While all this is 
happening, I’m wearing a pirate hat and a Velcro parrot on 
my shoulder with my tux on. Every time I pointed at the 
crowd, they chanted ‘yo-ho’ with the song, and it was the 

 
14 Source: AccelerDragon, “Ex-prisoners of reddit, was there ever a 
prisoner that you, or others were terrified of? If so, who were they?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 18 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6q9v8n9>. 
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best feeling I’ve ever had in my life. I was getting 
compliments for weeks about that; every time I think about 
it, it brings me joy. Definitely my proudest moment so far.”15 

16. “What is Your Most Wholesome Memory?” 

1) valentc12345 wrote, “I am a pretty skinny kid who is 
really terrible at sport. One day during Physical Education, 
we were playing baseball. As the worst person at sport in the 
entire class, I was always ridiculed by the Physical 
Education teacher (dude is an [*]ssh[*]le; he pretends to be 
humble, but it’s all a facade). When it’s my turn to take a 
swing, my PE teacher, of course, immediately laughs at me, 
but the most unexpected thing happened: My crush who is 
sitting behind me called my name and said that I can do it — 
this actually really boosted my self-esteem. I then took the 
swing, hit the ball, and made a home run.” 

2) MommaChem wrote this: 

“My kids are 20 months apart in age and shared a bedroom 
until the oldest started 1st grade. One morning when they 
were about one year old and three years old, I walked into 
their room to find them both in the crib. Big brother had 
gotten several of their toys into little sister’s crib before 
climbing in himself. They were sitting together, playing, and 
laughing. 

“Fifteen years later, and the memory still melts my heart.” 

3) Back2Bach wrote this: 

“The most wholesome memory was when I went to the 
animal shelter, hoping to adopt a cat: 

 
15 Source: brokenlavalight, “What were your 15 minutes of fame?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxpmandj>. 
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“From the numerous cats available, there was only one for 
me. He sat perched high up near the ceiling on a stack of 
cardboard boxes looking down at me. 

“When our eyes met, I spoke to him and he, in turn, 
MROWed in reply as he quickly worked his way down. 
Then, he kept arching his back while leaning into my legs. 

The attendant said that he never let anyone hold him. But I 
did, and he just loved it — purring vibrantly, totally relaxed. 
That did it! He adopted me every bit as much as I adopted 
him.” 

4) CreamyOcean wrote this: 

“I had always had a horrible relationship with my brother, 
and my parents were never doing anything about it, at least 
not in a way I was aware of. One day, I had been playing 
outside our house with some other kids. I was a pretty fat 
kid, so I struggled with physical activities like climbing up 
fences and stuff. I was being pushed around and bullied by 
these older kids, being made fun of and stuff. I eventually 
couldn’t handle it and cried my way back home. My brother 
saw me and immediately figured out what happened; without 
asking me what’s wrong, he waltzed outside and shouted at 
all the kids, scaring them to death, and they ran off,. My 
brother then came back pissed as hell at them. We now have 
an amazing and close relationship; this is just a nice memory 
from when I was nine and he was 14. 

“TL; DR: my brother protected me from bullies despite us 
hating each other.” 

5) Killawatts24 wrote this: 

“I remember being quite young (somewhere between 6-8) 
and had to go see the General Practitioner [doctor] as I 
wasn’t feeling well. I recall telling the doctor I was sad 
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because it was almost my birthday and I wanted to have a 
party but couldn’t if I was sick. 

“As we were leaving, he reached into his pocket and gave 
me a £1 coin and told me I should be back to my normal self 
for my birthday! He was such a sweet man.” 

6) _good_girl wrote, “I was always the quiet kid, so I didn’t 
make many friends. One summer camp, some kids are 
talking about different kinds of people. A boy says, 
‘Everyone should be like _good_girl. Nice, quiet, and just an 
all-around good person.’ To this day I have no idea what 
made him say it, but it made me smile inside.” 

7) [Name Censored] wrote, “So when I was a kid, I was 
really into Thomas the Tank Engine and had a bunch of those 
wooden track sets and pretty much every train character on 
the show. Now I don’t remember doing this, but my mom 
says that when I was like two or three, I gave her my favorite 
trains (I think Thomas, James, and Percy) as a birthday 
present and it’s still one of her favorite birthday memories.” 

8) AV8ORboi wrote, “I was watching a Disney Channel 
show with my mom. She’s usually a very straight-edge kind 
of person who doesn’t laugh a lot, and she was saying all this 
stuff like ‘Why do you watch these? They’re not funny; 
they’re just stupid,’ Then it got to this one part where you 
find out the characters tied up their landlord and locked him 
in a closet. My mom busted out laughing. and she didn’t stop 
for like 10 straight minutes; her face was completely red, and 
seeing her laugh made me laugh, too. I’ve never seen her 
laugh that hard at anything before, and with how things were 
going at that point in our lives, it was rare to see her even 
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smile very often. I just always remember that because it was 
so unexpected.”16 

17. “What is Your Most Memorable Story / Experience 
with Another Person that You Did Not Share a Common 
Language With?” 

1) tvp204 wrote this: 

“I worked at a little kids birthday party place in high school. 
We’d have times where there were no parties and people 
could just come in and play on the equipment. 

“This one girl, maybe six or seven, had a cochlear implant. 
Her mom had her take it off in case she ended up playing a 
bit rough or something. Anyway, the girl is doing her thing 
and tried to play with the air hockey machine. She looks at 
me like, why the hell isn’t it playing. I tried to make the 
general sign for money — rubbing your fingers together — 
and she looked confused. 

“I then signed ‘m o n e y’ and she gave me a thumbs up and 
went on her way. I had learned the signing alphabet probably 
6-8 years prior because I was bored in class that had a poster. 
It was a great feeling to know it actually came in handy.” 

2) femmelionheart wrote this: 

“Just came home from the flower market, on my way home. 
I live in Europe by myself, and I like to buy fresh flowers 
every Friday to decorate around my house. 

“There’s an older woman who sits at the lobby of my 
building as our guard. She sees me walking up with this huge 
bouquet of hydrangeas and eucalyptus branches, and she has 
the biggest smile on her face. In broken English she tells me 

 
16 Source: CtpAliksy, “What is your most wholesome memory?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yyk3rx8l>. 
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that I chose a good set of flowers. Then she makes the most 
genuine comment about how we women shouldn’t wait for 
a man to buy us flowers. 

“‘If you like them, you buy them.’” 

3) duckface08, a woman, wrote this: 

“A few years ago, I did the Shikoku Pilgrimage in Japan. 
Shikoku is a fairly rural island so there isn’t much spoken 
English, and my Japanese is extremely limited. I would 
regularly have to try to communicate with people in basic, 
broken Japanese if they did not speak any English (which 
was common). 

“I was always surprised by the warmth and kindness shown 
to me by others despite the language barrier. One elderly 
pilgrim was bent over almost 90 degrees and made sure I was 
ok that day, even trying to offer me a part of his lunch when 
he saw I didn’t have much to eat. One man and I shared 
candy and had fun comparing flavours. There was one point 
where I had to take a detour due to construction, and a couple 
of locals (one lady walking her dog, another out for a jog) 
tried to explain to me an alternate route. The jogger went 
with me to ensure I didn’t get lost because I didn’t 
completely understand their directions. At one point, I 
injured my knee and ankle pretty badly and walked with a 
significant limp. I had so many locals and pilgrims worry 
about me, give me medicine, and make sure I was ok. 

“I will never forget the class of kids who were on a field trip. 
Their teacher spoke decent English and called over a bunch 
of kids to practice their English with me.”  

4) evej95, “In college, I was working in a research lab with 
a student from China. She was very nice and in broken 
English told me she wanted to go to the psychology club 
meeting, which was taking place after our lab meeting. I was 
going to the club meeting, too, so we walked together. We 
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sat together and at one point, I looked over and smiled at her. 
She kind of giggled. I think it’s awesome that a smile is 
universal.” 

5) parecounapina wrote, “I was in Athens, Greece, last April. 
It was drizzling, but nothing I’m not used to. I was walking 
down the street minding my own business when suddenly 
this TINY old Greek lady started shouting at me. I didn’t 
speak Greek at the time so I couldn’t understand her. Her son 
/ grandson / whoever she was with translated that she was 
saying, ‘Silly girl, where’s your umbrella? You will get 
sick.’ I smiled and told her that I was Irish, so the rain doesn’t 
bother me. She smiled and said (again, through whoever she 
was with), ‘Beautiful country with strong people.’” 

6) CheddarCheeseCheetah wrote, “I went on a solo trip to 
Amsterdam a few years ago. I was flying from DFW to 
Philadelphia and then from there to Amsterdam. When I got 
on the smaller plane from DFW to Philadelphia, I was seated 
next to a guy my age holding a French passport in his lap. 
Planes don’t scare me, but I was a little anxious about the 
taking off and just in general being alone and embarking on 
this trip. As the plane turned onto the runway and was just 
about to start that crazy acceleration and lift, he turned and 
looked at me and said in English but with a heavy French 
accent, ‘Here we go!’ He had both excitement and nerves in 
his voice, and I felt like we were both feeling the exact same 
thing at the same time despite being totally different, from 
different countries with different languages and passports 
heading off on different adventures.” 

7) beachgoth93 wrote, “When I was a kid, I was headed to 
Australia from the ATL [Atlanta] airport, which is 
absolutely huge and confusing. I was with my dad who isn’t 
the most observant person. This little old lady, who didn’t 
speak a lick of English was caught in the crowd, asking 
passersby for help. My dad didn’t see her, but I happened to 
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as she was in my eyesight. She showed me her ticket; we 
were headed to the same terminal (I think that’s what they’re 
called: the same area in the airport but not the gate itself) and 
had to take the train through a few stops to get there. I waved 
her over to follow behind us on the train and waved her over 
when we got off. We had to move quickly to make our flight, 
so when we reached our terminal, I pointed her in the 
direction of a help desk. It happened super-fast and I was a 
terribly shy kid, but I’m glad I was courageous enough to 
help her.” 

8) -so-anyways- wrote this: 

“I was at an airport and there was a young Muslim girl 
(covered everywhere except for her eyes) in the restroom 
near the sanitary napkin machine. She kept frantically 
turning the knob for the maxi pad option and nothing was 
happening. I tapped her on the shoulder and handed her the 
two maxi pads I had in my purse. 

“I guess she had been crying because her nose and eyes were 
wet. She nodded at me and said ‘shukran’ [‘thank you’]. I 
just bobbed my head and smiled.”17 

18. “What is a Memory that Pops Up for You that Still 
Makes You Laugh?” 

1) jporterfield wrote, “One time I was taking my little sister 
to her friend’s quinceanera party [to celebration her fifteenth 
birthday]. It was in this banquet hall with many parties going 
on at the same time. We sat down, ate, and were waiting for 
the quinceanera to come out but she never did. We were like 
what the heck — talk about fashionably late! We were there 

 
17 Source: todayonbloopers, “What is your most memorable 
story/experience with another person that you did not share a common 
language with?” Reddit. AskWomen, “28 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxkrtbru>. 
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for about an hour until we realized we were at the wrong 
party. We walked into a little girl’s baptism party; the 
quinceanera we were supposed to be at was next door. We 
were trying to quietly sneak out of the back because we were 
so embarrassed, and I tripped and fell and made a huge 
scene. It was one of the most embarrassing things that has 
ever happened to me! But now it’s also one of the funniest.” 

2) Zeiserl wrote, “The German word for lesbian (Lesbe) and 
wasp (Wespe) are phonetically really similar. When I met my 
now mother-in-law, my now-husband and I were talking 
about how we both have many lesbian friends (compared to 
gay friends and heterosexual female friends). At some point 
I joked, ‘They’re just everywhere.’ To which my mother-in-
law, who had only been listening with one ear, replied, ‘Yes, 
it’s because of the season.’” 

3) souponastick wrote, “A rock / metal version of ‘The 
Thunder Rolls’ came on my music on shuffle today. I heard 
this version at a gym and one of the bros was so excited that 
I knew the lyrics. I said, ‘Yeah, it is a Garth Brooks song and 
I love country’. He argued with me for over five minutes 
about it not being a cover. The entire situation still makes me 
laugh when I think about it.” 

souponastick added, “Oh! I just thought of another one. I was 
listening to the music in my car pretty loud with the window 
down. A dude pulled up and was doing the same thing. My 
song changed and I quickly realized his song was WAY 
better. He got embarrassed, thinking I turned off my music 
for a reason, and turned his off, too. Since both our windows 
were open, I yelled, ‘No! Your song is better! Turn it back 
on!’ He did and I busted into an over-the-top dancing session 
that he joined in on. The light finally turned green, and we 
both just kept driving. I love little moments of connection 
like that.” 
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4) Zone6Nobody wrote, “When my sister had her first baby 
— my adorable nephew — my dad and his wife gave her this 
tiny porcelain dish with a lid for ‘baby’s first tooth’. After 
she opened it, she looked at me and said, ‘Won’t the tooth 
fairy get the tooth?’ I looked at her with a very perplexed 
look and said, ‘You know you’re the tooth fairy, right?’ My 
sister is a CPA and made six-figures. She is smart but had a 
bit of baby brain going on!18 

19. “What was the Funniest Thing that Ever Happened 
During a Very Inappropriate Time, and What was Your 
Reaction?” 

The question poster, Gingeraffe, added, “This can be maybe 
when you were in church, in a police station, during a job 
interview. Just somewhere where you shouldn’t be crying of 
laughter and something extremely funny happened.” 

1) shostakofish wrote this: 

“I was an EMT [Emergency Medical Technician] for my 
first ‘adult’ job, and my partner and I were both fairly young. 

“You get a lot of people who say just absolutely abhorrent 
things because they’re doped up or have dementia or just 
don’t care, it’s not that bad for us because we were used to it 
but families were usually really embarrassed. 

“But there was this one lady (oh, my god, I’m dying just 
thinking about it) who was so … rhythmic(?) about it. Like 
I’m pretty sure that posting what she said here will get me 
banned and fired from my current job so let’s just say that I 
was a girl and my partner was Mexican and she [this one 
lady] was dropping just about every slur you can pull out of 

 
18 Source: souponastick, “What is a memory that pops up for you that 
still makes you laugh?” Reddit. AskWomen. 24 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyz6qy3p>. 
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those two demographics. And she was saying them 
rhythmically. One after another after another with a short 
pause to breathe between each. 

“And my partner started quietly beatboxing. 

“I laughed so hard I had to leave the room. I was crying from 
laughing for about five minutes — I couldn’t help it.” 

2) Gingeraffe wrote, “For me it would be at a funeral. My 
cousin passed away and we were at the cemetery and the 
mortician was an absolute old grumpy man. My grandpa was 
in a wheelchair and my mom was pushing him and some 
cousins and I were walking with them. My grandpa looked 
up and said, ‘That mortician is so old and grumpy. that he 
belongs in a fossil museum.’ We had to laugh because of it; 
my cousin (sister of the cousin who passed) absolutely 
couldn’t hold in and was laughing so hard. It’s still a running 
joke in the family that grandpa can even make a funeral 
funny.” 

3) viviouscabaret wrote this: 

“We were getting ready for my grandpa’s funeral. My dad 
was absolutely despondent at the loss of his father. The 
funeral director was a good friend and drinking buddy of my 
parents. My dad was having trouble tying his tie and asked 
the funeral director if he could help. The director said, ‘Sure, 
but it’ll be easier for me if you lie down.’ 

“My brain had to reboot in that moment. It felt so horrible to 
laugh at that … but damn that’s what my dad really needed 
in that moment.”19 

 
19 Source: Gingeraffe, “What was the funniest thing that ever happened 
during a very inappropriate time and what was your reaction?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 27 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxas2tya>. 
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20. “When was There a Time Where You Shouldn’t 
Have Laughed at Something, But You Did?” 

1) hmssnickers wrote, “My dad used nine ‘laughing tears’ 
emojis to announce that our family cat whom we love dearly 
had passed away. 

[namecensored] commented, “HAD TO PUT DOWN 
DEAR CAT … LOL (LOTS OF LOVE).” 

2) komneos wrote this: 

“When I was a kid, I often found myself laughing at the most 
inappropriate reasons at things that were often not funny …. 

“Case in point: 

“In 5th grade my class went on a field trip to see a Japanese 
Taiko drum performance at a local theater. 

“It was SO COOL. I was taken aback by how powerful the 
drums were. 

“About halfway through the performance, one of the 
younger uber-muscular Japanese-American drummers came 
to the front of the stage and in a deep bass voice told us how 
he was going to sing us a song that his now dead grandfather 
taught him years ago. He started to tear up and rubbed away 
the tears. 

“He started singing. 

“It was in falsetto. 

“I’m not sure what it was — the song was BEAUTIFUL! — 
but for whatever reason I felt an uncomfortable smile start 
forming on my lips. I panicked and internally started 
screaming ‘WHYNOW? WHYWHYWHYWHYWHY?’ 
My lips parted to show my teeth and I giggled. 
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“My teacher shot me a look and tutted under her breath, and 
several of the girls next to me whispered that I was showing 
my true colors. 

“THE SONG WAS BEAUTIFUL! 

“I never felt so betrayed by my body in my young life. 

“Years later I still think about that moment.” 

3) FoxPanda32 wrote, “It happens to me more than I care to 
admit, but the worst time was at my brother’s memorial. An 
aunt we had, who was a very nice person, had got religion 
recently and decided to sing a gospel song. The problem was 
she couldn’t sing at all. She got up, with no backing music 
and sang a really out-of-tune gospel song. The worst part 
was she took really long pauses between some of the lyrics, 
so people started to clap thinking she was done with the 
song. She wasn’t. This went on for like five minutes. She 
would pause, people would start to slow clap, then she would 
start caterwauling again. I buried my face in my hands and 
people sitting behind me started consoling me because they 
thought I was overcome with emotion, as my shoulders were 
shaking violently. I did have tears running down my face, 
though.” 

4) hippieflipper808 wrote, “In high school we watched a 
play where a girl dies of a drug overdose. The girl playing 
the part was way over dramatic, really chewing up the 
scenery, and when she finally collapsed dead on her bed the 
theater was dead silent. A special-needs kid in the audience 
yelled out, ‘Oh, well,’ and the place exploded with laughter.” 

5) CTHeinz wrote, “In boot camp, I laughed at another 
recruit who was getting yelled at because they were 
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screaming some pretty funny sh[*]t at him. Then they turned 
around to me ….”20 

  

 
20 Source: Mircalenick209, “When was there a time where you shouldn’t 
have laughed at something, but you did?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 July 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4km44bf>. 
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Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What Compliment Do You Still Remember Being 
Given?” 

1) benzoslut420 wrote, “In my latest mugshot picture, in the 
description it said ‘slim.’” 

2) AustinTreeLover wrote, “I frequented a toy store in town 
when son was small. One day I learned the staff’s nickname 
for me was ‘Jessica Rabbit’, which I took as a compliment.” 

Marydactyl commented, “Ooo, that’s a good one!” 

AustinTreeLover replied, “Yeah, it was 20 years ago. I’m 
holding on to that one!” 

3) everybodyjustwave wrote, “A group of drunk girls in a 
bar gave me a hug because I smelled yummy and they 
wanted to smell yummy, too.” 

CapaxInfini commented, “Drunk girls give the best 
compliments.” 

4) WeReWaTcHINgYoUU wrote, “About four or five years 
ago a girl in my college class said I had nice pants. I looked 
at those pants like they were the cure for cancer after that 
day.” 

SpudMuffinDO commented, “Dude … I literally met my 
wife by saying ‘cool pants’ in college. That was five years 
ago. I had to reread your comment a few times just to make 
sure it wasn’t somehow related to me.” 

5) PMYOURBOOBOVERFLOW wrote, “I was in the 
drive-through of a McDonald’s and the young lady working 
the window said I had beautiful eyes. This was 10 years ago, 
and I’m still riding that one.” 

6) HorrorTour wrote, “I was in 9th grade, and this tall blonde 
that I was crushing on walked right up to my face, had a 
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staring contest, and said, ‘You have pretty eyes,’ before 
walking away. She was way out of my league, but it was still 
nice.” 

7) Lucky_Ranger wrote, “A super-cute guy working in a 
food truck took my order and said to the cook, ‘One burger 
and fries for this beautiful girl right here’. Then when he 
gave me my food he said, ‘Here you go, darling,’ with a 
wink. Big swoooon. Even if he was being nice, it really made 
an impression on my very insecure, 24-year-old self.” 

8) EverElusiveKudo wrote, “I once went into a pizza place 
to pick up my order and the guy behind the counter said, 
‘This is free for you, beautiful. Just take it.’ I smiled big, 
said, ‘Thank you,’ and awkwardly just turned and left. He 
called out. ‘Have a good night!’ I think I responded in kind? 
Got back in the car with my sisters and told them, ‘That dude 
gave me the pizza for free because he thinks I’m pretty.’ One 
sister high-fived me and took her share of the pizza money 
back; the other one asked if I know him or had gone in there 
before. Nope. Never saw him again, either.” 

Doomgiver98 wrote, “He probably got fired because he was 
giving pizza away for free.” 

EverElusiveKudo imagined what the guy’s manager would 
say to him: “What do you mean you didn’t get the money? 
You had ONE JOB!” 

Notmyrealname joked, “Nope. Couldn’t fire him because he 
didn’t even work there.” 

Differlot joked, “She was too enthralled by the pizza and 
compliment to notice the four employees tied up under the 
register.” 

AVBORboi commented, “It’s possible he might’ve paid for 
it himself. I did that a couple times before when I worked at 
Subway.” 
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9) whitey115 wrote this: 

“When I was in high school, I was put in a special math class 
for students who weren’t so good in the subject. We learned 
the same things, but the class just went at a slower pace. I 
took Advanced Placement English and History classes, but 
math and science were essentially foreign concepts to me, I 
guess, so I kind of needed it. 

“In 10th grade the math teacher my special math class was 
assigned to was Mr. Smith (not real name). Mr. Smith was 
the football couch and just had a reputation for being this 
very stoic and stern individual whom many students were 
afraid of. No matter how much of a rebel you were, no one 
f[**]ked around in a Mr. Smith class. 

“One day towards the end of the year, Mr. Smith told me to 
stay behind for a moment when I was leaving his class. After 
everyone left, he told me that he just wanted to let me know 
that he saw how much I was improving and that he was 
proud of me. I left that class and almost cried. What he said 
was so simple but coming from him it meant so much. He 
never gave out compliments and always seemed like more 
of a tough-love type of guy. I always worked hard for my 
grads, and at that time I really needed what he said to me.” 

10) ViolaNguyen wrote this: 

“Walking up to the stage at my graduation, I encountered a 
guy whose job was to stand there and say, ‘Congratulations, 
doctor.’ 

“Over a decade later, I still feel warm and fuzzy thinking 
about that, even though I have no idea who that person was. 

“A guy on my committee said it first, right after my defense, 
but I was too shellshocked to process it then.” 
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11) sealcrab wrote, “When I was about 15, very depressed 
and with body dysmorphia, my mum and I visited the 
perfume floor of Harrods. I was there in a hoodie with 
unwashed hair and too anxious to speak to any of the staff. 
When we got to one of the perfume shops and sat down, the 
very gentlemanly salesman told me I had a beautiful smile. 
After talking a little with my mum and giving her a few 
testers, he gave me a tester he said I might like — he’d 
written the name of the perfume on the card. It was called 
‘Love (Don’t Be Shy)’. Always sticks in my head as being 
one of the loveliest interactions I’ve ever had, even though 
it obviously didn’t mean anything.” 

counsel8 commented, “No. It did mean something. It was a 
person who recognized that you could use some kindness 
and knew you deserved it.” 

kaayliving commented, “You guys are constantly restoring 
my faith in humanity.” 

12) xKvinnan wrote, “I was two weeks into my first job in 
high school, and it was miserable. The manager’s personal 
life was falling apart and she was taking it out on us, most of 
my coworkers wouldn’t give me the time of day, plus I had 
to deal with everything that came with working fast food, 
dealing with horrible customers, etc. I was planning on 
quitting by the end of the week. One day I wore my hair to 
work a little bit different (I was growing out my bangs at the 
time and I left them down instead of pinning them back) and 
the boy in the kitchen told me it looked pretty. I assumed he 
was just trying to be nice and thanked him, but he went on 
and said “No, seriously, I think the clips are super cute and 
all, but … you really look great today.” Kept me from 
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quitting that job. That boy and I are talking about marriage 
now. :)”21 

22. “Teachers of Reddit, what was Something a Student 
Got in Trouble For, Even Though You Thought It was 
Hilarious or Awesome?” 

1) cryptic wrote, “I was the student here. In the computer lab, 
we are made to sit on computers based on our roll numbers, 
and the PC I get is also the PC that is hooked to the projector, 
so my mam was teaching us HTML and we were told to 
make some piece of code. I made the code and placed it in a 
folder, and then started my own thing, my second program 
directly took us to ‘Never Gonna Give You Up,’ by Rick 
Astley and named it as the work we were given and placed 
it on the desktop. My teacher went to project the thing to 
show how it should work. She clicked on the weblink and I 
rickrolled the entire class… The teacher scolded me and 
threw me out of the class at first, but then when we talked 
later she said that she found it hilarious.” 

2) LateVon wrote, “I once asked a policeman if he’s a good 
or a bad cop and almost got kicked out of the school even 
though the policeman was laughing.” 

3) IntenseScrolling wrote, “We had a special-needs teen in 
my middle school class. For God knows why, one of the 
boys just wouldn’t stop bullying him. Even after numerous 
attempts to wise him up, this punk just wouldn’t stop 
f[**]king with this disabled, harmless boy. Out of absolutely 
left field, the special-needs kid socked said bully right in the 
mouth. As I was breaking the fight up, the special-needs kid 
just kept smirking and repeated, ‘It’s cool, it’s cool, he 

 
21Source: strawberry guavas, “What compliment do you still remember 
being given?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y68r9w5p>. 
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wanted me to do it,’ and that was when I lost my composure 
and couldn’t help but laugh with everyone else.” 22 

23. “What’s One Nice Thing You’ve Either Seen or 
Experienced Today?” 

1) ChickenLittle1027 wrote, “I told my wife I was having a 
bad morning; she had Krispy Kreme donuts delivered to my 
office shortly after.” 

2) nobodiesknowme wrote, “My toddler thanked me for 
everything I did to help her get ready for daycare this 
morning.” 

3) danielwoodburn1 wrote, “I’m part of the riot police and I 
had been working […], and a little girl gave me a bottle of 
water. That was sweet.” 

4) KatKaleen wrote this: 

“I’ve been through a life of nasty stuff, and one of the things 
I learned to survive was to find the beauty in little things. 

• My badly infected wasp sting is getting better. All 
thanks to you, doc! 

• I went to the ATM, and everybody was respectfully 
standing in line with enough room between each 
other. 

• When I came out from that little room with the ATM, 
I saw people stop their car / motorbike to let an old 
lady with a walking aid cross the street. No 

 
22 Source: Eklajarris, “Teachers of Reddit, what was something a student 
got in trouble for, even though you thought it was hilarious or 
awesome?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y398eovn>. 
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pedestrian crossing, they just noticed her at the curb, 
stopped, and let her cross. 

• While people were standing in line at the cash 
register, there was an elderly lady taking a looong 
time, but everybody was patient. 

• Putting my groceries into my cart, I remembered I 
forgot something. I asked the man six feet behind me 
to please toss some cigarette paper on the belt for me, 
which he couldn’t find by me pointing, so the cashier 
yelled, ‘Lowest shelf, dark blue! Yeah, that’s it!’ I 
yelled, ‘Thank you!’ to him and said, ‘Thanks’ to the 
cashier. I can’t count the times I’ve thanked her — 
she’s awesome! 

• On my short walk home, a butterfly flew past me. 

“With the weather being so hot, I can either hope for a starry 
night, which is great, or a thunderstorm, which is also 
great.”23 

24. “What Happened in Your Favorite Day?” 

1) StragglingLadybuy wrote, “I was waiting for my mom, 
and there were these two little boys coming up to me and 
asking for five thousand rials for a magic trick. That’s little 
money here. You can’t even afford a loaf of bread with it. I 
didn’t have five rials so instead gave them two tomans. [This 
is Iranian currency.] They did a magic trick, and although I 
didn’t understand anything, I applauded them. They said 
thank you and ran with their cute little smiley faces. After 
five minutes I noticed them coming right back. They said 
they needed to do another magic trick so that my money 

 
23 Source: Yeehjonk, “What’s one nice thing you’ve either seen or 
experienced today?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 July 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxt5f3ws>. 
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wouldn’t be wasted. They did another one and again, 
although the magic trick was not entertaining, seeing their 
little excited faces made me so happy. We exchanged high 
fives and they thanked me. Honestly, I will forever 
remember this. It just warms my heart so much.” 

2) Halidean wrote this: 

“It was prom, and I wore a white suit with a blood-splatter 
pattern. I sat down with my friends and ate poor-quality food 
(except for the soup — the soup was great). I won an award 
for best attire, and then I said goodbye to my accomplices of 
five years; it was the last time I saw most of my friends in 
person (one did come round for the pure reason of shooting 
me with a nerf gun) 

“It was a f[**]kin glorious night and the best final chapter 
you could ask for.” 

3) Joe-of-no-trade wrote this: 

“I don’t know what happened the rest of the day, but I 
remember 30 minutes because during the moment I made a 
note life might never be this good. 

“I was at a cookout with aunts and uncles and I had my first-
born, age one. He was cranky so I took him to a quiet room 
in the house. Right near an open window with a nice breeze, 
I rocked him to sleep. As he slept, I could hear my family 
outside softly, I felt the breeze, and I held my little guy. 

“Here we are five years later, and I haven’t beat THAT 
moment. Just holding my kid, at a family cookout, on a nice 
day.” 

4) ImCaffeinated_Chris wrote this: 

“Seventeen-year-old me met a girl out of the blue one day 
while at work. She asked me a question, insulted me, and 
walked out the door. Maybe three minutes of interaction. I 
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was off work the next two days, but I hung out outside work 
for a chance to see her again, but she didn’t come back, and 
might have never. The third day I tell a friend what she 
looked like and to tell me if he sees her. Halfway through the 
day he ANNOUNCES over the speakers for all to hear, 
‘Caffeinated_Chris, she’s here.’” 

“I somehow cowboy up and approach her, and I get her 
number. I call her that night and we talk for about 10 minutes 
and set up a date for the next night. We hang up, and this 
euphoric feeling comes over me. I mean pure joy, like a 
lightning bolt hit me. I’m just on cloud nine. I actually 
walked into the kitchen and told my mother, ‘I think I’ve 
found the one!’ Yeah. after a total of 15 minutes of talking 
to a girl, at the age of 17, sure, yeah. right. 

“We’ve been together for 31 years. I still get that feeling 
when she just walks in the room. Or I just see her curled on 
the sofa, and I’m like, ‘DAMN! That’s my amazing wife!’ 
But I will never forget that day. Pure joy.” 

5) MxKg35 wrote this: 

“I spent months coordinating a big proposal for my girlfriend 
that involved flying most of both of our families across the 
country to surprise her. The days directly before and even 
the day of the proposal were incredibly stressful and 
draining, but the proposal went off without a hitch and we 
got to celebrate with our families! It was all worth it! 

“The next day, my fiancée and I spent the whole day alone 
in her house, just the two of us without any other obligations 
or things needing to get done. We were able to just be with 
each other and bask in the happiness of our new engagement. 
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“That was my favorite day.”24 

25. “What Made You Laugh So Hard that You Still 
Laugh About It from Time to Time?” 

1) myredditorname wrote: “Once upon a time, my 
grandfather went to the supermarket and saw a man arguing 
with the shopkeeper about a can of shaving cream. The 
argument gets heated, as the man wants his money back 
because the shaving cream can isn’t working. The 
shopkeeper says it’s fine. This goes back and forth for a 
while until the man says, ‘IT DOESN’T WORK! I’LL 
SHOW YOU!’ Unfortunately for the shopkeeper at this 
moment, his hand is outstretched. The irate man takes the 
shaving cream, aims toward the hand, and shoots, and there 
stands the shopkeeper with a mountain of shaving cream in 
his hand. AND THEY JUST KEEP ARGUING! All the 
while, all my grandpa can think of is shoving the 
shopkeeper’s outstretched arm into his face. I wasn’t even 
there / born yet, but this became a family story passed down 
through the generations. To this day, if one of us is already 
laughing, all we have to do is make the sound of a shaving 
cream can and motion into our hand and anyone else in our 
family will laugh.” 

2) Pentacostal-Haircut wrote, “My kid is way grown now but 
he was an only child and so he was spoiled. We took him to 
Disney World when he was four years old (when it was 
affordable). We’d just got in bed when he said he was thirsty. 
Told him to go over to the sink to get a sip of water. The 
lights were off, but we could all see because of a nightlight. 
He walks over there and just stands there for a minute or so. 

 
24 Source: getyoushitin, “What happened in your favorite day?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 31 July 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2p8dmse>. 
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His dad and I realize he doesn’t know how to turn on the 
faucet, so he finally asks. So you can’t make your kid think 
he’s a dummy and we hold in the laughter. I show him, he 
drinks and goes back to bed and sleeps. I thought we were 
gonna die from not being able to laugh out loud!” 

3) Back2Bach wrote this: 

“When my college roommate cooked his first baked potato, 
he forgot to prick the skin before baking it. 

“So after about 1 1/2 hrs. at 375 degrees, he open the oven 
door and stuck a fork into it to see if the potato was done — 
and BOOM! The potato exploded all over the oven!” 

4) GrrArgh1112 wrote, “My husband looked at me one day 
with such love in his eyes and very sincerely said, ‘Baby, 
I’m pretty’. Not ‘you’re pretty’, ‘I’m pretty’. He 
immediately turned beet red, and I didn’t stop laughing for a 
good 10 minutes.” 

5) MeTooMovement wrote this: 

“Thanksgiving dinner 30 years ago. House of a dozen family 
members. My cousin and I are bullshitting after dinner in a 
room apart from everyone else. My brother walks in with a 
piece of cold pumpkin pie on a plate. As he sits down, the 
pie slides off the plate, onto the carpet. Mildly funny, we can 
all relate, could happen to anyone. 

“A couple hours later in the main room with everyone 
present, my brother now has another piece of pie. As he sits 
down, this piece of pie slides off the plate and onto the floor 
again. Everyone’s reaction is naturally to laugh, but all my 
brother did was immediately look at me and my cousin, since 
we were the only ones who knew about the previous pie 
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incident. The look on his face was priceless. Tears in my 
eyes.”25 

26. “As a kid What Did You Regularly Eat or Drink in 
Secret, Hoping No One Would Notice?” 

1) shunkwaffle wrote, “When we were kids, my sister would 
bite a hole in ketchup packets and then suck all the ketchup 
out. Skip ahead a few decades and my sister posts a video of 
her daughter just drinking it right out of the bottle.” 

2) Lynerd wrote this: 

“Oh, man. Ketchup packets were my jam. 

“Also would make ‘sandwiches’ with Kraft sliced cheese 
and peanut butter. Fold the cheese and there’s your 
sandwich. 

“My mom took cake-decorating classes, and she would 
make tubs of buttercream she’d leave in the fridge and in the 
deep freezer kept in the basement. I’d grab a spoon and hit 
up that deep freezer in the middle of the night. (My bedroom 
was also in the basement, so no one would really hear.)” 

3) CrimsonFox100 wrote, “Raw cookie dough. It didn’t take 
too long for my mom to solve the mystery of why the amount 
of dough kept getting smaller every time she left the room.” 

The_Turtle_Moves_13 commented, “My mom used to buy 
those rolls of cookie dough. The next morning she’d be 
yelling about someone eating like half a roll of raw cookie 
dough. It turns out each of the kids was sneaking out of their 

 
25 Source: saeropda, “What made you laugh so hard that you still laugh 
about it from time to time?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxld67cl>. 
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rooms at different times to eat the cookie dough. I know I 
was taking like only three bites.” 

4) Vegas21Guy wrote this: 

“Maraschino cherries when I was a kid. There was a huge jar 
stored in the basement and I would eat them all the time. 
Many years later, as an adult, I said something to my mom 
about her never knowing. 

“She replied, ‘Of course I knew. But if you knew that I knew, 
you would have eaten more!’” 

5) calabaza817 wrote, “Dog food, specifically the dry kind. 
Yep, that’s right. My grandmother told me and my little 
sister that we would turn into dogs if we ate it. She thought 
it would discourage us, but it did the opposite.” 

6) shroom2021 wrote, “I used to wait until I was the only 
one home and throw a dozen of those microwavable burritos 
in the oven. When they were done, I’d consume them with 
an entire jar of salsa and a whole container of sour cream. I 
played hockey, lacrosse, football, soccer, and ran cross 
country, so I was still rail thin even doing this at least once a 
week.” 

7) lildancingcat wrote, “My cousin used to steal blocks of 
cheese from the fridge when he was little. He’d take a bite 
or two and then hide the rest so his mum wouldn’t find out. 
A few memorable hiding places were under couch cushions, 
behind the washing machine, and, my personal favourite, in 
the laundry.” 

8) ActualWhiterabbit wrote this: 

“I used to work at a grocery store bakery. I was incredibly 
underpaid, but I made up for it in two ways. 

1. I would eat a scoopful of the maraschino cherries in 
the walk-in cooler every shift. 
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2. I would eat scoops of the dried apricots and other 

dried fruits every shift as well. No cameras in that 
section of the back between the bakery and produce 
where the extra bulk items were stored.” 

9) Back2Bach wrote, “Two-pack chocolate cupcakes 
(Hostess). If a friend at school saw that I had a two-pack, 
they’d try to get me to give the second cupcake to them.”26 

27. “What is the Greatest Comeback to an Insult You’ve 
Ever Heard?” 

1) sourdoh3631 wrote, “Someone yelled out in a Walmart, 
‘I’m not ashamed of who I am’. Another voice echoed back, 
‘That’s your parents’ job.’” 

2) FoggyTaintForest wrote this: 

“Chelsea Handler told Russell Brand: ‘The way you are 
looking at me makes me wants to cover my vagina.’ 

“He replied, “Ma’am, if I had a rubber glove, I’d do it for 
you.’ 

“Crowd burst into laughter and she even acknowledged, 
‘That was good.’” 

3) wabixx wrote this: 

“I asked my mother why she always wears makeup despite 
being in her 40s. 

“She told me she wears makeup so she doesn’t look like me.” 

4) BiffDebris wrote this: 

 
26 Source: moretoxicthanarsenic, “As a kid what did you regularly eat or 
drink in secret, hoping no one would notice?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 
August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y238shnv>. 
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“Joe Pyne interviewing Frank Zappa: 

“Joe: ‘I guess your long hair makes you a woman.’ 

“Frank Zappa: ‘I guess your wooden leg makes you a 
table.’” 

SlimJimPoisson commented, “My favorite non-lyric Zappa 
quote is, ‘Rock journalism is people who can’t write 
interviewing people who can’t talk for people who can’t 
read.’” 

5) BanterBear wrote, “A friend of mine was getting bitched 
at by these two identical twin girls in a class I had once, he 
replied with a troubling look on his face and said, ‘If you two 
are identical, how come only one of you is hot?’ That dude 
played the long game as those two girls looked rather 
perplexed for the rest of the session.” 

6) dnaltrop wrote, “I was the one insulted, but not the one 
with the comeback. I was out with a co-worker and her 
friends, and my buddy and I were leaving a little too early 
for her sensibilities. She jokingly got up in my face and said, 
‘Smell that? Smells like pussy.’ A guy playing at the pool 
table next to us stepped forward and said, ‘I’m sorry, that 
must be me. I just ate.’ It was amazing.” 

7) RedIguana:eader wrote this: 

“A friend in high school on our way to a track meet. He was 
staring at a car in the parking that was really nice. Then this 
douchbag saw him. 

“Douchbag: ‘Why bothering looking at that when you know 
you’ll never be able to get one?’ 

“My friend: ‘The same reason you watch porn.’ 

“The entire bus erupted, and it’s still one of the funniest 
things I’ve ever heard.” 
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8) ItsTime4you2go wrote, “A dude in my class called out a 
semi-friend of mine, and said that people are talking behind 
his back. In fact, that wasn’t the case, as far as I know, and 
that guy said, ‘Well you know what they say about you? 
Nothing, nobody f[**]king cares.’” 

9) seahawk2020 wrote, “Many, many years ago, when we 
were about 18, a friend of mine was arguing with another 
person we knew. This person was trying to be a badass and 
intimidate my buddy. He says, ‘My feet are registered’. 
Without missing a beat my friend replies, ‘Where? Health & 
Sanitation?’ Forty years later I still crack up at this when it 
comes to mind.27 

28. “What’s the Moment from Your Life that Will 
Always have a Special Place in Your Heart?” 

1) ShesSoPeachy78 wrote, “I found a four-leaf clover when 
I was six or seven, so I gave it to my dad. When he died, we 
found it in his wallet. He kept it for 25 years.” 

2) Stoebs876 wrote, “My grandpa was on his last couple 
weeks alive, and we all knew it. We decided to throw a 
Christmas party for him with all of our relatives from all over 
the country coming to it. The look of pure joy on his face 
from knowing he created this incredible family with his wife 
was just amazing. He was the most inspirational, awesome 
dude I ever met. I’ll always remember that smile on his face. 
It was just as if pure peace had come over him despite 
everything he was going through. Love that man forever.” 

3) InfamousChibi wrote, “Probably yesterday. My 
grandma’s cat passed away about a month ago. I instantly 

 
27 Source: random-joe-shmoe, “What is the greatest comeback to a insult 
you’ve ever heard?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yy99ljd8>. 



 47 

 
knew I wanted to draw a portrait of the cat for my grandma 
and finished it in about a week. I couldn’t give it to her, 
however, since she lives pretty far away. A few days ago she 
messaged me and asked if I could be so kind and draw one 
for her. She said she had tears in her eyes when I messaged 
her and told her that I actually drew one already. I gave it to 
her yesterday, and that’s the only time I’ve ever seen her 
cry.”28 

29. “What are Some Petty (But Totally Harmless) Things 
You’ve Done?” 

1) MrsBoopyPutthole wrote this: 

“I used to work retail, and one time a customer was so rude 
and condescending to me (well, this happened all the time, 
but this was one of those that was really awful and pointed 
that I could have either cried or cussed them out if I wasn’t 
so good at holding my composure). 

“He was p[*]ssed that we ran out of bread before a snow 
storm. He kept asking, ‘What am I supposed to do now?’ and 
every time I’d open my mouth he’d start again before I could 
even say a word. It was so busy and the next day’s truck load 
was being unloaded off the truck in the back. I was ready to 
put out the bread as soon as it came off the truck, and I was 
trying to tell him that it would only be a few minutes for his 
bread, but like I said, he wouldn’t let me even answer his 
questions. So, I waited until this guy left to stock it because 
f[**]k him. 

I had worked doubles almost every day that month and was 
helping out at a store an hour away, knowing I wouldn’t 

 
28 Source: eccentric123, “[Serious] What’s the moment from your life 
that will always have a special place in your heart?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
2 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y27mt7sh>. 
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leave until midnight with a long drive home IN THE SNOW, 
only to be back at work at 5am the next morning. I have 
never been one to say things like ‘I don’t get paid enough for 
this’ even though it was true, but I was so exhausted, it was 
SO BUSY and I was at an unfamiliar store, and I really did 
feel the ‘I don’t get paid for this sh[*]t’ for the first time. So 
I just let him tire himself out berating me in front of 
everyone, then let the nice & patient customers get their 
bread instead of him.” 

2) bulborb wrote this: 

“Being an adoption counselor, I was assigned a very tiny and 
very adorable fluffy black puppy that was surrendered to a 
kill shelter before coming to us. Lots of interest in her. I had 
a family who passed our requirements for puppy adoption, 
so I called them to set up an appointment. It was an older 
man who asked how old I was and told me I ‘sound about 
12’. He then laughed at me and was condescending to me 
when he asked for directions to the rescue and I didn’t know 
how to respond. So I set up the appointment anyway with 
him, then lined up a different person to get the puppy and 
said, ‘Sorry, someone else got here first.’ 

“I wouldn’t do that these days (this was about two years 
ago), and he was disappointed, but f[**]k him.”” 

3) AperolSpritzzz wrote this: 

“I have a common name with a rare spelling: think Cyndi 
rather than Cindy. Guy I used to work with would constantly 
email me and misspell my name in the body of his emails, 
even though my email address was literally 
firstname.lastname@company. 

“Luckily, he also had a unique name spelling — Bryan 
instead of Brian. So every time he spelled my name wrong, 
I would do the same to him. 
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“He started spelling my name right after three emails back 
and forth. Victory achieved!” 

4) WannabeeHousew1fe wrote, “I had awful roommates 
once who were verbally abusive and threatened me with 
violence on multiple occasions. The whole time we lived 
together (a month and a half), they were working on a 
hugeeeeee intricate puzzle. The day I finally left, I stole one 
piece of it.” 

5) 123sarahcb wrote this: 

“This guy was an ass to one of my friends in college (not 
romantically or anything, just an ass when we were all 
hanging out), so we got a mutual friend to change the name 
associated with her number in his phone contacts to ‘God.’ 
Would text him randomly ‘Haven’t seen you lately, anything 
on your heart?’ or on Saturday nights ‘Are you really going 
to wear that out?’ or since our mutual friend played soccer 
with him ‘Great game last night. Hope to see you Sunday!’ 
and sometime random Bible verses without context: 1 
Corinthians 15:33, 1 Thessalonians 5:11, so if he was 
curious enough about what they were about he’d have to 
actually look them up; they were usually something about 
being a nicer person. 

“We went to school in the Bible Belt but he was atheist so it 
wasn’t’ like it was psychological torture or anything, but it 
did bug him that he couldn’t figure out who it was.” 

6) parezcounapina wrote, “Saying ‘have the day you 
deserve’ instead of ‘have a good day’ with my best customer 
service smile after a customer was an [*]ssho[*]e to me.” 

saltystanletta commented, “When I started my current call 
center job, this is the FIRST piece of advice my trainer gave 
me to say to people. I love it.” 

7) cutedoggoID wrote this: 
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“Senior year of college I was so stressed out from the 
horrible conditions of our place because my roommates 
would never clean or wash dishes or DO ANYTHING to 
help around the house. One of my roommates also had a cat 
that she never took care of, and the cat brought fleas into our 
apartment and we had a six-month flea infestation, and we 
ended up having to fumigate our place. She was also not 
allowed to have the cat per the lease agreement. My OCD 
[Obsessive Compulsive Disorder] was out of control, and I 
was mopping the floors once a day, sweeping the floors at 
least 6-8 times per day, vacuuming the carpets every 
morning and night, cleaning the toilets after each use, and I 
would go through those little Clorox wipe tubs in two days 
from wiping the counters constantly. 

“One day, I had enough, and I realized my roommates hadn’t 
paid for a single thing in our apartment. I brought the 
couches, the dining room table and chairs, ALL the kitchen 
dinnerware, cookware, utensils, and I was the one paying for 
the internet and brought the modem/router myself. When 
everyone was out of the house, I had my friends come and 
help, and we took everything out of the apartment that I 
brought, and I changed the wifi name and password. I 
reported the roommate for having a pet that went against the 
lease agreement. My roommates came home that night and 
thought we were robbed, and I told them if they don’t start 
cleaning and doing their part in the house, then I’m not 
bringing anything back.”29 

30. “What’s the Best Harmless Prank You’ve Pulled on 
a Friend?”  

 
29 Source: saltystanletta, “What are some petty (but totally harmless) 
things you’ve done?” Reddit. AskWomen. 5 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6m5rxpr>. 
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1) srpark85 wrote, “My brother was in the shower. I took his 
towel and covered it in Kool-Aid powder. He was green for 
a couple days.” 

2) BrownSugar08 wrote, “I would put an ice cube in his 
coffee mug every once in a while at work. The sound he 
would make when he took a big gulp would be hilarious.” 

3) drsameagle wrote this: 

“My college roommate held weird hours. He would stay up 
all night, get maybe 2-3 hours of sleep, go to class, then take 
a nap in the afternoon / evening. We were both in ROTC. 

“One January evening, as my roommate slept, I realized that 
5:45am is exactly as dark as 5:45pm. 

“So I went into the bathroom and changed out of my clothes 
and into our ROTC physical training uniform. I went back to 
the room, turned off all the lights, and waited for 5:55. I 
shook my roommate awake and said, ‘Dude, dude, we’re late 
for PT [Physical Training?], we’re late for PT!’ turned on the 
lights, and ran out of the room into the bathroom. 

“He got up like a shot, took a look at the clock (5:55) threw 
on his uniform, and sprinted out of the room into the living 
room … where our other roommates were sitting watching 
TV and eating dinner. I meanwhile had changed back into 
my street clothes and returned to the room where I went back 
to working on my computer. 

“He came back into our room looking very confused. I said, 
‘Dude, are you okay? You got up, threw on your PT uniform, 
and ran down the hall.’ 

“‘Yeah, uh, yeah, I’m fine. Maybe I haven’t been getting 
enough sleep.’ 

“‘Might be the problem.’ 
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“To this day I have not told him what I did.” 

4) FictionalNape wrote, “I snuck into a friend’s apartment 
and put a chicken bouillon cube in his shower head. He 
couldn’t figure out why he smelled like chicken ramen 
noodles for a week.”30 

31. “Window Cleaners of Reddit, what are Your Stories 
You Witnessed on the Job?” 

1) maytswizzle wrote, “I worked retail and once a month a 
window cleaner lady would come in and clean the store 
windows. She told me that one time she was cleaning the 
windows from the inside of the Apple store and a man walks 
by and licks the outside part of the window she was cleaning. 
She was upset since she had already cleaned it and would 
have to clean it again, but responded by telling the man, 
‘Good thing I haven’t cleaned that side.’ The man got upset 
and went to look for a manager.” 

jdid-coaleucneich commented, “It’s so much fun working 
somewhere that you don’t actually work. We were 
renovating a Target and idiots would always ask us where 
sh[*]t was, as if we have any f[**]king clue. One c[*]nt 
grabbed some poor manager to have him yell at us for ‘not 
doing our jobs’. Did a bank once, too, and there was a line 
out the door and this guy got mad at me for jumping the 
line.” 

DarkZethis commented: 

“The ‘get in line’ thing happened to me, too. I got back from 
my lunchbreak and saw a long line at the customer support 
desks, so I wanted to get to them to help out when a guy stops 

 
30 Source: autey1, “What’s the best harmless prank you’ve pulled on a 
friend?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y67f5fyv>. 
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me and harshly shoves me back and yells very loudly to get 
back in line. I’m standing there in line for about five minutes 
until (I just thought it was funny, so I waited there) a 
coworker comes by and asks me what I’m doing. So I told 
him how I got yelled at and that I was patiently waiting in 
line to work at the support desk, and then we both started to 
laugh. 

“I’ll never forget the face of the guy getting all red and 
flustered and meekly saying sorry to me.” 

p-one commented: 

“Ohhh, that was almost me. I was waiting right by the door 
to enter a pharmacy (only three people at a time rule), and 
this lady blithely breezes past me inside. I’m pretty piss — 
oh, she just waves at the cashier and goes into the back. 
Happens a second time, too, and I go through the same anger 
rollercoaster. 

“By the third time, you’d think I had learned my lesson, but 
this time it was some dude in contractor clothes carrying 
something bulky and no way he had any business in the back 
because it must be packed and I can’t believe you don’t care 
about the rules and ignored me like that, you f—. Oh, he 
waved at the cashier and went into the back.” 

2) monkeyamongmen, a window cleaner, wrote, “So I was 
on a ten-storey building, early in the morning, first drop of 
the day. Top floor, naked man, nothing but a teal eye-mask 
on, not my thing. Next floor, naked woman in her kitchen, 
80, looked like a puppet out of a Genesis video. Also not my 
thing. About an hour or two later, elsewhere on the building, 
an older woman offers me some cookies out a window. I see 
that the initial woman is kinda hiding in the shadows. She 
felt bad about flashing me and went to her friend’s apartment 
to give me cookies. That was a weird day.” 
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3) Evalori wrote, “I used to clean wineries and winery 
businesses in California, and this lady had her desk stationed 
with her back to the window. She was playing World of 
Warcraft at work. It was pretty dope.”31 

32. “What was Your Most Heartwarming Experience?” 

1) GDCassiopeia wrote, “When I saw my friend holding 
hands with the girl whom I knew he liked.” 

2) Cixila wrote, “I don’t know if it’s the most, but the first 
that springs to mind is from high school. I was having a 
beyond-sh[*]tty day, and I was staring blankly out a window 
trying to just keep it together. A girl from my class whom I 
had barely ever spoken with walks up to me, hugs me, and 
says something along the lines of ‘I can see you’re down, but 
if you want a listening ear, just come. I’m here.’” 

3) unbeatapail wrote, “When my teacher back in high school 
paid my ticket for a theater play of Oedipus Rex (which is 
compulsory) because I’m the only one in my class who can’t 
afford it.” 

4) fortythirdavenue wrote, “My grandma spoon-feeding my 
grandpa her famous galaktoboureko (traditional dessert) 
when he was terminally ill. He hadn’t had a dessert for many 
years as he was a diabetic but at that point it was very clear 
that cancer would take his life way before diabetes could.” 

5) OvalFreet wrote this: 

“I foster troubled dogs, rehabilitate them, and then adopt 
them out. Deko was an eighteen-month-long project. Most 
dog rehabilitations don’t take that long. For seventeen 

 
31 Source: camelreiter, “Window cleaners of Reddit, what are your 
stories you witnessed on the job?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4tbfxf6>. 
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months, when he’d sleep, he’d sleep on his belly. Then one 
day I walked into my study where his pen was, and he was 
lying on his side for the first time ever … the most 
heartwarming thing I’d ever seen him do … and thirty 
seconds later, he rolled onto his back and showed me his 
belly for the first time ever, lying on the ground. 

“I knew he had finally become voluntarily calm enough for 
me to start thinking about getting him adopted out. It was 
time for me to start the beginning of his end with me and to 
start the beginning of a new start with someone else. 

“That’s a bittersweet day I’ll never forget.” 

6) Klapp_Trapp wrote, “Not sure if this counts, but when my 
girlfriend and I started first going out we were very 
awkward. One time (2nd date) we were sitting on a bench on 
damn near opposite ends and she came over and put her head 
on my shoulder and we sat there for a solid half hour like 
that.” 

7) PhuongThao_CN wrote, “When I came across my uncle’s 
ex-girlfriend (when I was five, they were supposed to get 
married but unfortunately my uncle died in a traffic accident) 
and she still remembered me after 12 years. She even 
remembered all of my family members, and the piano she 
and my uncle gave me on my 4th birthday.”32 

33. “What’s the Funniest Thing You Have Ever Heard a 
Little Kid Say?” 

1) fireinvestigator113 wrote this: 

 
32 Source: deeby, “What was your most heart warming experience?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 8 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5zgyv45>. 
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“At like 4 am, my then four-year-old step-son comes into our 
room and wakes me up. He says, ‘When you die, can I have 
your Legos?’ 

“I grunt something that sounds like sure at him because it’s 
four in the god damn morning and I’m still half asleep. 

“As he’s walking away back to his room, he says, ‘I hope 
it’s soon.’ 

“My wife still finds it hilarious. I’m fairly certain I’m going 
to get murdered over some Star Wars Legos.” 

2) DenverRalphy wrote this: 

“I’ll preface this with the information that my oldest son is 
named David …. 

“A little kid rang my doorbell, and when I opened the door, 
the little kid said, ‘David called me a tattletale!’ 

“The poor kid couldn’t understand why I burst out 
laughing.” 

3) butdoesitfly wrote this: 

“Little Girl: ‘And when I become 12 years old, I’m going to 
poof back into a baby.’ 

Father: ‘Back into a baby? Why?’ 

“Little Girl: ‘Because I want to.’” 

4) OneHunted wrote this: 

“My Aunt: ‘Make sure you wash your hands before dinner.’ 

“My six-year-old cousin, her son: Don’t need to, I already 
licked them!’” 

5) angst-d-jimoan wrote, “Not so much funny as it is sweet. 
My niece is always getting told she can’t like boys because 
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the grandparents don’t want her dating and tell her the usual 
misinformation: Boys are gross, they have cooties, stay 
away, etc. Mind you, they’re Christian and the older belief 
type. So they went outside, and she sat next to me and asked, 
‘If I’m not allowed to like boys, does that mean I can like 
girls?’ I think it was the cutest thing she’s ever said, and 
definitely didn’t go how the grandparents planned.” 

6) sixhandelm wrote this: 

“My son couldn’t remember the word ‘naked,’ so he referred 
to himself in the nude as ‘bathtub Noah.’ 

“He also woke me up at 2am to tell me he couldn’t sleep 
because his pajamas were too boring.” 

7) ryuzaki wrote, “Someone taught my niece this and now if 
anyone asks her name, she replies in a hoarse voice, ‘I’m 
Batman.’” 

8) redleaf96 wrote this: 

“Three-year-old niece, while I was driving her home one 
day, said, ‘I knew the dinosaurs would come and get me one 
day’ and made a heavy sigh of acceptance. 

“There were two large cranes working on a bridge.” 

9) SloopyDoops wrote this: 

“My sister used to nanny for a little girl, and one time she 
brought said girl to one of my high school soccer games. The 
girl is very excited to cheer for me, but she doesn’t know 
which team I’m on. So she asks my sister which ‘color’ (as 
in jersey color) I’m playing for. And my sister tells her my 
team is wearing white. 
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“From the field all I hear is a five-year-old girl screaming on 
the sideline, ‘GO, WHITEYS! WE LIKE THE WHITEYS! 
NOT THE OTHER PEOPLE!’”33 

24. “What’s the Dumbest Thing You Fell For as a Kid?” 

1) Boston_Strong_CQB241 wrote, “When I was four years 
old, our TV in the living room was between the dining room 
and the stairs to the bedrooms. One night on my way to bed, 
I was walking through the living room to the stairs and the 
TV turned off. My mom yelled at me, saying I turned it off, 
but I never touched it. She told me to walk back in the dining 
room and the TV turned on again. She had me going in and 
out of the room for 10 minutes while she was playing with 
the remote control under a blanket.” 

2) encogneeto wrote, “I convinced my younger sister (age 
eight to 10 at the time) that the sushi spider rolls were 
actually made with spiders. I knew she was a badass when 
she ate one anyway.” 

3) chilliswan wrote, “My grandpa convinced me a wild 
animal would become tamed if I put some salt on its tail. 
Mum always wondered why I had salty pockets all the time.” 

4) roadwobbler wrote, “Being told that, when traveling and 
going through a town with a sign saying ‘Bird Sanctuary,’ 
everyone in the car had to avoid making too much noise so 
we didn’t scare the birds. I didn’t find out the truth that my 
mom made that up until I was 27 years old.” 

WebsterPack commented, “I love the stuff parents make up 
just to get a few minutes’ peace. This one’s pretty creative.” 

 
33 Source: aveave5, “What’s the funniest thing you have ever heard a 
little kid say?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y39fa2y8>. 
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5) skidaddle_MrPoodle wrote, “My parents telling me they 
were ‘wrestling’. But I am glad I fell for it for as long as I 
did. Saved a lot of … yeah ….” 

6) Younglouie420 wrote, “July the 4th was to celebrate Will 
Smith saving the planet [in the movie Independence Day]; I 
asked my parents and they confirmed this happened. I took 
my newfound knowledge of history to my year three show-
and-tell that week.” 

7) DaFoxtrot wrote, “My sister tricked me into when I was 
six or seven into thinking there was gold buried in my 
grandparents’ backyard by spray painting a rock gold and 
then let me look everywhere for more.”34 

35. “Teachers of Reddit, What is the Stupidest Reason a 
Kid has Told on Someone Else?” 

1) pretzel90210 wrote this: 

“‘He said a bad word!’ 

“‘I’m standing right next to him and I didn’t hear anything.’ 

“‘Well, I can read his mind.’” 

Unhinged_Goose wrote this: 

“In a similar vein, when I was nine or 10, my teacher sent 
me to the principal’s office for swearing, and he called my 
mom to pick me up for the day because he didn’t believe me 
when I said I didn’t use any bad words. 

“My mom marched me to my teacher’s classroom and 
wanted to know what I said, because she also thought I was 
lying. 

 
34 Source: _Diced_, “What’s the dumbest thing you fell for as a kid?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 11 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6zpz7u8>. 
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“My teacher was very serious and explained how utterly 
disgusted she was when I said ‘dang’ in her classroom. 

“Yup. Dang. My mom was not at all happy with the 
situation.” 

2) OleBackseat wrote, “Little girl runs up to me at recess and 
says another girl called her the C word. I was thinking, ‘Oh, 
no, not the C word.’ I explained that she was just going to 
have to tell me exactly what the other girl called her. She 
said she called her ‘coochie’. Not at all what I was thinking.” 

3) Jessi-Kina wrote this: 

“I’m not a teacher but I did work in a school environment in 
the past and I’ll never forget the time a kid came up to me 
furiously upset that his friend stole his toy…. Seems 
relatively fair, right? 

“Until about 5 to 10 minutes later, when I finally calmed him 
down enough to discover that this supposed ‘toy’ was an 
imaginary made-up one!”35 

36. “What Heartwarming Story Do You Have to Share 
that Could Cheer Up Anyone Who’s Feeling Down Right 
Now?” 

1) isaidyothnkubttrgo wrote this: 

“I worked with a rugby company in NYC a few years ago 
doing video, photography, social media. They teach rugby in 
elementary schools, and I was at one of them in the Bronx 
shooting video. At one of the breaks I got the infamous 
‘You’re so tall!’ statement from one of the eight-year-olds. 
I’m a 5-foot, 11-inch female. That was followed up by this 

 
35 Source: Im-Original, “Teachers of reddit, what is the stupidest reason 
a kid has told on someone else?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y53zty7h>. 
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one kid, let’s call him Dave, putting a hand on his hip and 
looking up at me 

“‘How tall are you, like 5-foot, 6-inch?’ 

“Do not laugh…do not laugh… 

“‘No, Dave, I’m a bit closer to six-foot.’ 

“‘Oh, so like 6-foot, 4-inch?’ He obviously didn’t know how 
feet and inches work. 

“‘No, Dave, I’m 5-foot,11-inch.’ 

“The look of wonder on his face was what made me laugh at 
the end. ‘How did you grow so tall?’ 

“‘You’re not going to believe me, Dave, but I ate all my 
vegetables.’ He gives me this ’Really, bitch?’ look. ‘I’m 
serious! I heard cereals help, too, like grains and things you 
find in like bread.’ I’m throwing in a bullshit option to make 
him believe me. 

“He’s walking away backwards at this stage looking like 
he’s deep in thought. ‘So does like cake count?’ 

“I had to stop and nearly double over laughing. ‘No, Dave! 
That will make you wider, not taller!’ 

“He gives me the ‘Oh, you’re right’ nod and runs off to the 
game. 

“Best conversation I’ve had regarding my height that started 
with ’You’re so Tall!’”  

2) blueskybel wrote, “A friend (who must have been in a 
world of his own) walked away from a cashpoint leaving his 
money hanging out of the machine. The next user was a kid 
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of about 16. My friend was halfway along the street when 
the kid ran up to him and handed over his missing cash!”36 

37. “What’s Your Telemarketer Story?” 

1) StillWaitingToLive wrote this: 

“My parents get anywhere between 1-5 calls a day from this 
one company. They have asked to have their number 
removed from the list, but the company didn’t do it. 

“My mum got really annoyed by the 3rd call on this day, so 
she figured she would have some fun. 

“The phone rings and mum answers it,; there is a woman on 
the other end. Mum asks her, ‘Are you the woman my 
husband has being having an affair with?’ 

“You could hear the telemarketer on the other start saying, 
‘No, no I’m not having an affair with your husband.’ 

“Mum says, ‘Then why are you calling here every day? Are 
you the one my husband is cheating on me with? Are you 
having sex with my husband?!’ The woman keeps saying no, 
no, it isn’t her because she had never met the husband. Mum 
finishes by saying, ‘You better lose this number because if I 
find you’ve called here again, I will come after you. Do not 
call my husband’s and my house again!’ 

“My dad was on the lounge laughing, and then he got up and 
kissed my mum. 

“The telemarketers haven’t called back since.” 

 
36 Source: LaDeeDahDahDay, “What heartwarming story do you have 
to share that could cheer up anyone on Reddit who’s feeling down right 
now?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2696bvf>. 
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2) Straightup32 wrote, “Some guy really pressed me hard to 
pay off a bill I wasn’t entirely convinced I owed, but I wasn’t 
entirely convinced I didn’t owe. I finally caved and said ok 
and said I was going to go get my card. When I said that. I 
guess he thought I walked away and he started talking to his 
friends. Everyone was so pumped that he had convinced me. 
The one guy just kept saying, ‘You just have to believe and 
it will happen,’ like he was giving everyone else tips on how 
to do it. I waited a moment and told him to f[**]k off and 
that was the last I ever heard of him.” 

3) MaryTGirl wrote this: 

“This happened a few days ago. Usual call about an accident, 
so I lied and said I’d had one just to be put through to a 
human, because if they’re talking to me, they’re leaving 
somebody else alone. 

“Person who called me: ‘I’m sorry to hear about your 
accident.’ 

“Me (putting on my old voice): ‘Well, I’m about to have 
another one, because you sound like fun. What are you 
wearing?’ 

“Bitch hung up on me!” 

4) geewiz1994 wrote this: 

“My favorite was when a guy called trying to sell a vacuum 
and I tried to sell him a block of cheese I was shredding at 
the time. He asked a few questions about the product and I 
honestly hadn’t thought that far, I expected him to hang up, 
so I didn’t have any answers and he said, ‘That’s not a very 
good sales pitch,’ and I replied, ‘Does it suck more than your 
vacuum?’ 

“He hung up. 
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“I also once just spoke French as I was studying French in 
school and they hung up.” 

5) InfHorizon361 wrote, “There is no story when all you do 
is tell ‘DADADADADADADADA’ into mic. Either they 
hang up immediately or they stay until I run out of breath 
and curse me out in their best broken English.” 

6) fantazaj1 wrote, “My husband asks them if they want to 
meet Jesus. And when they say NO, he insists that their souls 
need to be saved.” 

7) ventext wrote this: 

“So my parents own a small business and when I still lived 
with them, they had no choice but to answer the landline, 
even to unknown numbers in case it was a potential 
customer. So getting telemarketers was just a necessary evil. 
Ninety-nine out of one hundred were just robot calls, but 
every time we got that one actual human being we had so 
much fun. 

“You see, we had two exchange students at the time: one 
from Germany and one from Pakistan. In addition to that. I 
had been studying French for a few years; I was by no means 
fluent, but I could hold a conversation. Not to mention my 
older brother (who was typically at his house, but he 
happened to be visiting that day) has studied Spanish for 
longer than I studied French. 

“So Mom gets the call and she immediately hands it to me, 
so I start speaking French. The person on the other line asks, 
‘Francaise?’ in probably the worst way you could 
pronounce it, so I said oui and she put me on hold to find 
someone who could speak French. so then I hand the phone 
to my brother. Well, same thing happens, he starts speaking 
Spanish and the person is confused but patient and they hand 
the phone off to someone else. Finally, the phone goes to our 
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German exchange student and at that point the telemarketers 
gave up. 

“It took everything for us to not burst out laughing while this 
was going on. The only problem was Ahmad (guy from 
Pakistan) was disappointed that he didn’t get a turn.”37 

38. “What’s Your Favourite Memory to Replay in Your 
Mind?” 

1) SilkySoftKitty wrote this: 

“One night when I was 16 years old, there was a huge 
snowstorm, to the point that the snow was well up past my 
knees, and there were no cars on the road in the city. 

“My first boyfriend and I went out into the snow for a walk. 
It was magical seeing the snow fall under the streetlights, 
with the city being emptied, no traffic, no people, just the 
silence and the falling snow. We stayed out for like two 
hours just making snowmen, cuddling in the snow, and 
having fun. It is one of my most treasured memories.” 

F[**]kton_Frosting commented: 

“When I was in middle school (living in the Midwest), there 
was a thunder snowstorm. Snow was dumping down from 
the sky in a blizzard and then there was loud thunder 
followed by huge bright lightning that lit everything up. It 
was f[**]king awesome! Terrifying, too. I was outside with 
my friends, and we had no idea how the snow might change 
where the lightning hits. 

“Only time in my life I experienced something like that.” 

 
37 Source: TerrariaChest, “What’s your telemarketer story?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 13 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3mqvny6>. 
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2) L_IleAuxFleurs wrote, “There’s a boy I was friends with 
in high school. We lost contact in college and reunited after 
four years. We got really close and we kissed at a party. It 
was and still is the best first kiss I’ve had, so sweet and 
gentle. Then he looked me in the eye and told me he was 
going to miss me (I was going on vacation). I really love 
thinking about that moment: I was so happy.” 

3) load1216 wrote, “I got two: first time I danced with my 
boyfriend (we were just friends at the time), but it was a 
turning point. And the other one is just of my dad and me 
shooting the sh[*]t while having Blizzards [cold desserts] in 
the Dairy Queen parking lot. He’s been gone almost four 
years, and he was just the best.” 

4) Vennja_Wunder wrote, “The moment with my 
Significant Other when we both reached out to hold the 
other’s hand on our first date. Not he took my hand, not I 
took his — we took each other’s hand. Turned out it was a 
prediction of how our relationship would be in the future. 
It’s very balanced, we want the same things and have an 
immense number of things in common. I feel like I came 
home.” 

5) LadyCordeliaStuart wrote, “My dad has a distinctive yell 
he learned in the Marines and uses when he wants to be heard 
a LONG way away. I like to remember the moment I heard 
that yell and looked over to find his face in the crowd of 
parents looking for their newly graduated Marine children.” 

6) Ilauna wrote, “The first time I saw my ex, I was eating my 
favorite ice cream at my favorite place when he walked in. 
Then our first kiss a week later, the whole evening was pretty 
magical. We went out for a drink, it turned into dinner. We 
went for a walk by the river, and then we drove around for a 
while. Then we went to his place and had a few drinks out in 
the balcony; it was a gorgeous summer night and there was 



 67 

 
a full moon — seriously, everything was picture perfect! 
And then he kissed me.” 

7) F[**]kton_of_Frosting wrote this: 

“There’s a certain smell and feel in the air that reminds me 
of recess in elementary school and middle school. Those 
warm days, racing outside to play tag or to play on the jungle 
gym and to feel the woodchips under my sneakers. And in 
middle school when we were too old for tag and there was 
no jungle gym, we’d play Four Square or just do cartwheels 
and flips in the big soccer fields with all the room in the 
world to play. 

“On those rare days when it was warm enough for teachers 
to crack the windows and you could smell the air and you 
just KNEW it was gonna be warm and awesome outside for 
recess, the anticipation and the payoff was always as good 
or better than I anticipated. 

“Every time I smell or feel air like that, I replay those 
memories in my mind. Maybe it’s embarrassing, but ages 
nine-13 were some of the best years of my life.”38 

39. “What Small Thing Brightens Your Day?” 

1) beyondwhatis wrote, “When you can tell someone is 
genuinely happy to see you, or genuinely sad to see you go.” 

Shyuro commented, “Especially dogs. Our dog literally 
smiles and picks up the nearest toy, to bring it to you, while 
she makes noises like a guinea pig.” 

RubenACO5 commented: 

 
38 Source: neonroli4, “What’s your favourite memory to replay in your 
mind?” Reddit. AskWomen. 13 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y56g68qd>. 
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“My dog has developed a habit of getting extremely excited 
once I come back from my daily walk. 

“The weird thing is, sometimes I’m working in my room and 
I don’t see him for hours on end, and then I come out and 
he’s not excited. But, when I come back from my walk 
(which lasts one hour), he gets more excited than at any other 
part of the day. 

“Maybe it’s because he doesn’t get to be excited to see me 
coming back after eight hours because of quarantine, so he 
has to be excited somehow. 

“Edit: a lot of people are asking why I don’t take him with 
me. The answer is, I DO take him for a walk shortly after I 
come back. I can’t take him with me on my long walk 
bulldogs are chonkers that get tired very easily. 

“He is mainly excited to see me, although now that I think 
of it, it may be because he knows I am about to take him 
out.” 

2) StillLifeOnSkates wrote, “I’ve got one of those little 
picnic table-shaped squirrel feeders attached to the fence 
around our backyard. Every morning I put a fresh cob of 
‘squirrel corn’ on it and watch the little dudes and dudettes 
come feast on it.” 

poopeliar commented, “I’d do this, but my area has got 
crows and crows don’t care about manners at the table.” 

haafa commented, “Crows are awesome, though. Super 
smart, and they remember you if you feed them regularly (or 
if you’re a dick to them) and treat you accordingly, bringing 
you found shiny things or harassing you respectively. You 
could have your very own murder of friends.” 

Note by David Bruce: A group of crows is known as a 
murder of crows. 
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AdvocateSaint commented, “There was that Redditor who 
fed the crows when he took smoke breaks on his porch. After 
he had moved away, he visited his old place and found empty 
cigarette cartons everywhere. The crows associated them 
with him and were trying to lure him back with gifts.” 

3) kimba65 wrote, “The smile of others. Especially if I 
caused it.” 

rubyglue commented: 

“This!! 

“Eight years ago, in New York City, I’m with my family 
sitting at a coffee place in the lounge. My parents are talking 
amongst themselves, so I’m zoning out and scanning the 
room. 

“Out of the corner of my eye I spot an Asian man obviously 
waiting for his wife and he’s rocking in his chair with a drink 
in hand. 

“All of the sudden, he tilts too far back and starts to go 
backward but he suddenly catches himself and almost drops 
his drink, but not before stopping the chair from slamming 
to the ground so it was silent. 

“He looks around and catches me smiling. He instantly 
replies with the biggest grin while toasting his drink in an 
‘A-ha!’ manner. 

“I still think about that scene. So wholesome.” 

TheResolver commented, “This right here. These kinds of 
moments are what make life so goddang magical.” 

Miekamouse commented, “Omg yes! That reminds me of a 
time years ago, I was in the car and made eye contact with a 
dude walking along the pavement, wearing headphones and 
carrying a pizza. He was totally jamming out to his music 
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and singing along, just feeling it and looking really happy. 
When he saw me looking and smiling, he grinned even more. 
It was just the funniest and nicest connection with a totally 
random stranger and still makes me happy when I think back 
to it.” 

4) bourbon_legends wrote, “I have bright pink hair, and one 
day at work I was wearing it in a high curly ponytail. A man 
came up to me and said, ‘I love your hair. I hope this doesn’t 
come off as weird, but you look like Pinkie Pie, and I love 
it. My daughter and I watch My Little Pony together and 
that’s her favorite pony; she’d love your hair, too.’ That 
compliment has stuck with me because that was the last kind 
of person I’d expect to get that compliment from. It was very 
sweet, and I think about it pretty often.” 

Howlibu commented: 

“Some of my guy friends are so afraid to compliment women 
they don’t know, since they don’t want to come off as a 
creep. I told them as long as you’re genuine about it, you’re 
probably fine. They’re not the types who’d be butthurt if she 
didn’t want to have a whole conversation either. 

“Some women I’ve met are more sensitive to random 
compliments. I think it’d be nice to give more compliments, 
and perhaps we’d have a better idea how we come off 
outwardly instead of letting our anxieties take over.” 

5) Meegs294 wrote this: 

“I learned this from visiting a buddy. Learn the names of the 
people who you routinely visit — for example, gas station 
employees or grocery store clerks, whoever. 

“Learn a little about them, ask them about their day, call 
them by name. 

“It just feels good to make people feel appreciated, I guess. 
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“I should add, don’t pry.” 

urmomivr commented, “I can vouch for this. I work at 
Starbucks, and I remembered this one customer’s name who 
came in two or three times over the span of two months. I 
later learned that she was an immigrant, and everyone has 
such a hard time learning her name, so that when I said, 
‘Your name is …, right?’ she was so touched. And I was 
touched because I didn’t realize the effect that learning 
someone’s name had on people’s lives.” 

Mirtie commented: 

“I used to work there, too. We had a store in an office 
building, so we had like 90% regulars. I loved knowing most 
of their names and drinks, and I think a lot of people really 
appreciated it and felt seen. Knowing which people enjoyed 
a chat and which people just wanted their coffee was nice 
too. We got so many ‘thanks, I really needed that today’ kind 
of moments, and they in turn made my day. Thanks for 
reminding me! 

“I don’t really miss the work, but I miss interacting with 
those customers.” 

ankitdhame commented, “This will backfire HEAVILY in 
Central Europe.” 

Note by David Bruce: People and cultures differ. Some 
people don’t want you to know their name. As always, read 
the other person’s mood. 

constantredundancy commented: 

“For me it depended on the job. When I worked in a small 
bakery, I would become more familiar over a long period of 
time with the customers who came often and their favourite 
bread and pastries. They would recognize me and my 
coworkers and just make small talk while I slice their bread. 
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“When I worked in retail and sales, however, it’s a different 
story. People who I was familiar with and knew their faces 
was more of a bad sign. I worked with returns often, so it 
was more of an ‘if I knew your face, you’re more likely to 
be annoying, creepy, or just straight up committing fraud’ 
kinda deal. Absolutely hated them. Of course, there are also 
those who frequently came for advice on products and I 
would just try to sell services and those customers aren’t bad. 

“I guess it depends on the job. Paying for gas doesn’t give 
much reason to talk and know the customer. I guess I’m just 
speaking from what I learned from sales: building 
connections and all that. It helps to remember the person on 
the other side of the counter is also a human.” 

6) constantredundancy wrote, “My kid experiencing her 
‘firsts’ and getting so overwhelmed by it. Yesterday she 
experienced a ladybug crawling on her hand for the first time 
and her genuine happiness was infectious. She kept going 
back to the same spot in the garden looking for it, calling out, 
‘heyo … bug’, looking for it under every leaf. Heh.” 

spaghettiknot commented: 

“My grandpa suffered from severe Alzheimer’s disease, and 
he had many bad days but was generally a happy man. He 
was fortunate enough that he found so much wonder in the 
world for a second time around in his old age, he would be 
surprised and shocked with every sneeze and would laugh at 
how ridiculous it was afterwards. 

“This comment just reminded me of how great it was to see 
him happy at all the little things while we were fussing over 
the big stuff. Thanks for making me smile today!”39 

 
39 Source: ButterscotchFog, “What small thing brightens your day?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 15 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2ckjddy>. 
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40. “When has Talking to A Stranger Turned Out to be 
a Good Thing?” 

1) el_pobbster wrote this: 

“I mean, there’s usually not much of a downside to it unless 
the stranger is a creep, but there’s this one time where it 
turned out really, really good. This is about, oh, six years ago 
when my grandparents still lived in Florida, I’d gone down 
to see them for two weeks over Christmas vacation. Well, 
those two weeks were awesome, but I eventually had to fly 
back to Montréal for work and school. 

“Anyways, as I’m sitting in the terminal, this old lady walks 
up to me and starts talking to me, telling me how I reminded 
her of her son when he was college-aged, because I was 
wearing my Auburn Tigers shirt and he went to Auburn, and 
that I looked just like him. Anyways, we end up having this 
super-long conversation where she got super personal, 
talking about how she and her son sort of drifted apart, and 
how she wished her family would come down to visit her 
more often. Anyways, as I’m about to board the plane, I ask 
her for her address and ZIP code, because while I can’t come 
down and visit her, I could at least send her a Christmas card. 
We became pen-pals; it was really nice and sweet.” 

2) Gryffindorcommoner wrote, “Literally every time at a 
music festival I’ve been to.” 

9Nt2rzrgysC7aDeSPGci commented, “I’m going to 
piggyback on this to say that talking to strangers, as an adult, 
is usually great. Most of the time it results in at least a 
passing friendship. I used to see Redditors complaining 
about small-talk, but small-talk opens the door to other 
topics and you can really get to know someone.” 

3) mukn4on wrote, “Kauai, hot day, some teenagers were 
hanging out at the Wailua Falls [in Hawaii] when we arrived. 
They were eating something I had never seen, so I left my 
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tourista comfort zone and asked. They had a baggie of 
chilled lychee fruit as a snack and invited us to help 
ourselves.” 

4) Queasey-Advisor wrote, “My neighbor gave me a 1989 
Ford Ranger pickup if I’d pay for insurance and licensing for 
it and drive him to the grocery store and pharmacy every 
couple of weeks or so. Protesters broke all of the windows 
so one day when I was at a bus stop since I had to ride the 
bus to get to work, I mentioned that to someone that had 
started talking to me, and he had a 1988 model one that 
caught fire and had a bad frame from rust, but all of the 
windows were fine on it. He gave them to me. I had a 
mechanic I found on Craiglist swap them out for $200, and 
I’m now back on the road. The truck looks like hell, but it’s 
started first try every time.” 

5) Angrywolfdude14 wrote, “I remember seeing an old man 
outside a verry amazing restaurant before I moved (Hash 
House a Go Go). He was homeless and starving. I gave him 
some of my leftovers […]. […] As I walked away, I told him 
to enjoy and he said my now good luck charm in this world: 
‘I hope ya win the Lotto,’ and it was the most amazing art 
[act?] of my birthday. I know I hold onto it, but that man 
deserves to be in a better place in life. Be nice.” 

6) newsensequeen wrote, “I met a stranger on a Reddit 
thread about a year ago. Every day he used to write me his 
love story with a girl named Cathy. And because it was 
written in installments, it used to be my bedtime story for a 
long time. So beautifully written, it will lay your soul bare 
and defenseless. I still think about that guy and hope he’s 
doing well.” 

7) InannasPocket wrote, “I’ve had some fantastic 
conversations while traveling solo, even struck up 
friendships. I’m still in contact with someone I met in Prague 
at a communal table in a pub — we talked philosophy for 
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hours and she ended up inviting me out to her family’s cabin 
in the mountains for a weekend. I ended up seeing a beautiful 
part of the country I’d never have been able to see otherwise, 
and more than a decade later it’s still a treasured 
experience.” 

8) yepking783 wrote, “He’s my boyfriend now.” 

9) Back2Bach wrote this: 

“The guy sitting next to me on a commuter train was holding 
the score to Mendelssohn’s Elijah in his hands, slowly 
moving from page to page. 

“When I asked if he were a musician, he told me that he was 
a tenor and a recent university grad (performance major, 
voice). 

“When it was revealed that we lived in the same area, he was 
interested in auditioning for the choir I directed, once he 
learned of my musical credentials. 

“The guy was excellent, both vocally and in personality. He 
fit right in and made a fine addition to the ensemble. (One of 
the sopranos developed a huge crush on him, but he seemed 
to be more interested in a baritone two chairs away.)”40 

  

 
40 Source: nicolenicolson, “When has talking to a stranger turned out to 
be a good thing?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2ppj423>. 
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Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “How Did You Meet Your Best Friend?” 

1) PM_ME_YOUR_PRINTS wrote, “We lived down the 
road together, and we were both on the football team in 
junior high. On one very hot day after practices, he gave me 
money to get him a Dr. Pepper and anything I wanted from 
the vending machine. I came back with two bags of hot fries. 
He was pretty pissed to say the least. He asked me why the 
hell didn’t I get him a Dr. Pepper. I told him that the hot fries 
would help him sweat and that would cool him down. He 
responds with "Look at me! I’m already drenched in sweat!" 
I went back and got him a Dr. Pepper. We had to sit next to 
each other on the bus ride home. After a long awkward 
silence, I decided to say something even more awkward. I 
told him that if I concentrate really hard my hair will stand 
up and turn gold. That is when we found out we were both 
into Dragonball Z and anime. We’ve been best friends ever 
since.” 

2) agbmom wrote, “In 8th grade she (Kim) was friends with 
my best friend at the time (Ashley). We never hung out alone 
and she didn’t really seem to like me, so I always felt 
awkward hanging out with the two of them. So I invited both 
of them over for a sleepover at my house. Ashley didn’t 
show up (which I should have known because she never 
stayed anywhere but her house) and after that night Kim and 
I were inseparable. That was 17 years ago and I consider her 
a sister.” 

3) sh[*]tevender wrote, “He turned up at school in grade 3. 
He was an only child, and his mum hated me because I would 
lead him astray. So she thought: He was just as bad as I was. 
We became friends only because it pissed her off so much. 
We have been in business together for 25 years and have 
made each other rich a few times over and she still f[**]king 
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hates me. When you have a friend like my old mate, you 
need only one.”41 

42. “Teachers of Reddit, What Is Your ‘Get Owned, Kid’ 
Story?” 

Qpbvi wrote this: 

“Not sure if this is what you’re looking for, but I have a story. 
I haven’t taught in a classroom for a while now, but in the 
early 2010’s we were very strict on cell phones. Students 
were supposed to turn off their phones during class time. If 
a student was caught with their phone on, it got taken away 
for the period. 

“I forget if the kids (freshmen) were writing a test or just 
doing individual work, but the room was absolutely silent. A 
phone in a student’s pocket started to play Kim Possible’s 
ringtone. Now, I back in university I had a roommate who 
loved that show, so I recognized the ringtone immediately. 

“Everyone in the class remained silent and had eyes on me 
as I walked over to the poor girl who was very embarrassed 
and thought she might lose her phone. I got to her desk, 
looked her dead in the eye. and said Kim Possible’s 
catchphrase: ‘What’s the sitch?’ I’ve never made a class 
laugh that hard before or since. I told the girl to turn off her 
phone, things settled down, and everyone got back to 
work.”42 

 
41 Source: doctorsplot, “How did you meet your best friend?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6spyxos>. 
42 Source: YNDR_Gaming, “Teachers of reddit, what is your ‘get owned, 
kid’ story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y33cwamu>. 
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43. “Women of Reddit — How Much ‘Chivalry’ Have 
You Experienced from Men in Today’s World?” 

1) goosey1 wrote, “An old gentleman helped me up from the 
floor when I was faint due to a severe panic attack. He linked 
his arms with mine while he walked me into a store, then 
waited for my Mum to come and collect me. The way he 
walked with me was like a prince walking with his princess 
to a fancy ball. :) His name was Keith and he was visiting 
family and his act of kindness makes me cry whenever I 
remember.” 

2) Pizzarian wrote, “I had two major crushes in my life both 
of whom were the most gentlemen-like men ever. I mean 
holding the door every single time I am about to walk 
through one, making sure I ordered before he did, making 
sure the other guys behaved whenever there was a lady 
present, being respectful to everybody, etc. I never dated any 
of those two men, but they were awesome. I hope they found 
someone as awesome as they are. :)” 

3) SixxSe7eN joked, “No man has challenged me to joust 
him, so I think chivalry really might be dead.”43 

44. “What is the Most Badass Thing Your Parent has 
Ever Done?” 

1) cryptic_slays wrote, “Once a man made fun of me for my 
feminine walking style, so my dad went up to him, and told 
him to shut the f[**]k up, and when he didn’t — POW! my 
dad stepped on his foot and asked him to walk. And then he 
made fun of how he was walking.” 

 
43 Source: Jazzlike-Region, “Women of reddit-how much ‘chivalry’ have 
you experienced from men in today’s world?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 
August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y69phtpy>. 
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2) the_askii wrote this: 

“My dad was a trampoline champion as a young man, and 
he stayed pretty fit right into his 40s. When I was in high 
school, he came to pick me and my mate up from a birthday 
party, where they had a pretty decent trampoline. 

“My dad pulls up and I said. ‘Go on, have a go,’ at which 
point he kicks off his shoes, gets on the trampoline and after 
about three jumps goes straight into all manner of tricks: 
reverse somersaults (flips), reverse layups with twists, 
forward somersaults …. 

“I’d seen him do stuff like this loads of times, but not for 
years. I remember being super impressed. 

“Needless to say, the other kids were either cheering wildly 
or agape with shock.” 

3) kindaherebutnotrealy wrote, “In the 80s, while we were 
eating boxed mac and cheese for lunch, some punks drove 
up and stole our lawn mower. My dad literally jumped over 
the table, ran out of the house, hopped into his Benz, chased 
the guys down and yanked his lawn mower off the back of 
the pickup truck while it sped away. It was awesome!” 

4) getalonglittledog wrote, “When I was about seven, my 
bike got stolen. About three months later, my brother and I 
saw a kid riding my bike! We ran in the house to tell my dad. 
He jumped in the car and hauled ass after that kid, blocked 
him in, got out and grabbed the bike from him. My dad was 
a true hero that day.” 

5) scrambledballard wrote, “My mom faced an attempted 
mugging while leaving the bank early one morning. She 
laughed at the guy and told him to ‘get outta here with that’ 
and he just — backed away from her. We were furious that 
she could have been hurt, but in retrospect it was probably 
the coolest thing she’s ever done.” 
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6) TheProducerInThe wrote, “They became the most 
American couple ever when they led our family through 300 
miles of desert while carrying me in a backpack. All to 
pursue a better life in the United States of America. Twenty 
years later, we own and operate a family business! And we 
are here to stay.” 

7) suidexterity wrote, “I was being a little sh[*]t with a 
fellow player after a rugby league match when I was super 
young. His father came over and said to him and me, ‘I’ll 
take the belt out and whip you both if you keep 
misbehaving.’ My old man looked at him and said, ‘Mate, if 
you touch my son, I’m going to grab that belt and shove it 
up your [*]ss.’”  

8) Billy_of_the_hills wrote, “Wasn’t my parent, but my 
aunt. She lived near a lake where my cousins and I would 
swim often with my dad and my aunt. There was a pontoon-
type thing anchored in the middle for people to rest on and 
jump off of, which is where we would always hang out. My 
cousins and I were kids so we had plenty of energy, but we 
would often have to climb up onto the pontoon to rest. After 
a while I began to notice that while we kids were resting 
often, and my dad would come out to rest sometimes to, my 
aunt never left the water. It wasn’t like these were short 
outings either; we’d be out there for hours, and I didn’t 
understand how it was even physically possible for her to be 
swimming / treading water for so long. One day I asked her 
how she did it, and she said, ‘I’m afraid if one of my kids got 
in trouble and I wasn’t already in the water I wouldn’t be 
able to get to them in time.’ I just thought damn, what a 
badass.” 

9) TheTattooedWhore wrote, “I got bullied at different times 
by several different people. The bullies were star athletes and 
teacher’s kids so they never got in trouble. My mom is a 
lawyer. One threat of a lawsuit? Everybody got suspended / 
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put in the bad kids class. (It’s basically like special ed for 
troubled kids instead of disabled kids.)”44 

45. “Have You Ever Talked to a Celebrity (Even Like a 
Z List Celeb) Before? If So, What was the Encounter 
Like?” 

1) wakingdreamland wrote this: 

“One summer when I was about 12, my mother and step-
father took me to Long Island, NY, to visit with step-dad’s 
family. While there, I helped out with farm chores, 
specifically selling veggies at the stand. 

“A guy came up to me to buy eggplants. He was fairly 
handsome, older, wearing a brown duster-style coat. He 
seemed very, very vaguely familiar, but I didn’t think 
anything of it, figuring he just had ‘one of those faces’. I sold 
him his eggplants and we chit-chatted a bit, which I really 
appreciated since at that age, not many adults talked to me 
like I was anything more than a little kid, so I thought he was 
very cool. 

“My mom rushed up to me all of a sudden as the guy was 
getting in his car, and her eyes were GIGANTIC. I was 
genuinely worried something terrible had happened, but then 
I realized that she was just in the middle of a colossal Fan-
Girl Attack. 

“Turned out that the nice eggplant-buying gentleman was 
Paul McCartney.” 

2) teknrd wrote, “I used to work at a theme park in the 1990s 
and I’ve had my fair share of celebrity encounters. Most of 

 
44 Source: Carry_Finn, “What is the most badass thing your parent has 
ever done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5qefo6m>. 
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them were generally normal people. My favorites were the 
WWF (before they changed to WWE) guys. I am not a 
wrestling fan at all so for the most part I had no clue who I 
was talking to until someone else would tell me. Every 
wrestler I talked to was extremely down to earth, even the 
ones that were the ‘bad guys’ of wrestling. Heck, every now 
and again I still come across Hogan.” 

insertcaffeine commented: 

“My ex-husband worked at the coaster photo stall at our 
local amusement park when we were in our late teens and 
early twenties. One time, Usher visited the park. 

“Ex did the customer-service thing to him, tried to sell him 
a pic, whatever. 

“One of the riders on the same ride asked for the picture of 
Usher on the roller coaster. Ex sold a copy to the rider, 
printed a second copy, and displayed it with a sign saying: 
‘Today only: Photo of Usher, $20.’ 

“The big boss shut that down after a few hours, since Ex 
didn’t ask Usher if he could sell the picture, but Ex made 
more money than most of the gift shops that day.” 

3) Iqiaruz wrote, “Arnold Schwarzenegger was his smiley 
self, extra excited, sweaty as f[**]k; he was just touring the 
gym and (no joke) I called out to him and asked if he’d spot 
me during my bench press and he f[**]king did, ha ha. 
‘PUSH THROUGH IIIIT! GOOD FORM! GOOD FORM! 
Don’t ever stop! You got the body! YEEEEEEES. YOU 
GOT IT!’ It was my last set anyway, so we shook hands and 
took a quick selfie and that was THAT!” 

4) Elbombshell wrote, “Keanu Reeves told me he liked my 
hair. I was in line for coffee — eight months pregnant. 
Nearly went into labor.” 
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She added, “I had this super quick hallucination — that I 
went into labor right then, and one of two scenarios played 
out: 

“1: He rushed me to the hospital on the back of his bike 
[motorcycle] and waited around until my son was born. 

“2: I went into labor and he said, ‘There’s no time,’ and he 
delivered my baby there. 

“In reality I just stared at him all wide eyed. I could feel the 
stupid look on my face. He was taking off his helmet to 
order, and it was so quick but he just said, ‘I like your hair’. 
It was just like second nature for him to pay a stranger a 
compliment. This is something I seriously practice in daily 
life — complimenting strangers — so I feel like the karma 
gods rewarded me.” 

Sorry_ commented, “You did name the baby Keanu, right? I 
mean after all since he was in close proximity to you during 
your pregnancy the child became his.” 

Elbombshell answered, “I gave my son a name that means 
‘little wolf’ … and I decided to wait until birth to find out 
the gender, and then decide the name. His name means ‘little 
wolf warrior.’ I feel like Keanu would approve. And this 
makes me realize that I really wish Keanu had kids.” 

5) WickedMicky wrote this: 

“I ended up running into Billie Piper when a convention was 
in town. She was out at dinner, and I recognized her. I just 
caught her eye, waved, and gave a thumbs up. 

“I was only 13 at the time, but my parents taught me to 
respect people’s personal space. I wasn’t going to interrupt 
her dinner with whoever she was with just because I like her 
on a few shows. 
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“Big plus: She ended up paying for our dinner and told the 
waitress to thank me for not making a scene and that she 
thought I was real cool for that.” 

6) Fearless_Lab wrote, “Sir Patrick Stewart called — 
himself, not through assistants — to make a reservation at a 
restaurant I worked at. He referred to himself with the ‘Sir’, 
which caught me a little off guard, but was exceptionally 
polite and proper. We played phone tag twice but I finally 
got him on the line in his hotel room per his request, and he 
let me know how many were in his party and where he’d like 
to sit (visible or slightly hidden — he chose slightly hidden), 
and what time he’d be in. My shift was over by two hours 
when his reservation time came around, but I stayed anyway 
so I could meet him and show him his seat. I took his hat and 
coat; he was all class all the way. We got celebrities in there 
from time to time and no one gushed or interrupted them, but 
he was one I actually stuck around to speak to even though 
it was just a quick, professional moment.” 

7) The_Bratheist wrote this: 

“I had a meal with Jackie Earle Haley (Rorschach) last year. 

“Zack Snyder was hosting an event at the Arthouse College 
in LA where he attended; it was a screening of the Director’s 
Cut of Watchmen. It included the movie, dinner, and a panel 
with cast and crew. 

“Jackie ended up sitting two seats over from me. He looked 
different from the movie, hat, sunglasses, and he’d gone gray 
instead of ginger, so I wasn’t 100% at the time but I lean 
over to my wife and tell her, ‘I think that’s Rorschach!’ 

“The movie ends and we all file out for dinner. My wife and 
I grab our food, go outside and get some drinks, and when 
we come back in, there are no more open tables. We wander 
for a moment and come across the guy I thought was Jackie 
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alone at a table. I asked if my wife and I could join him and 
he was happy to oblige. 

“After conversing with him a bit, it was clear who he was 
but I didn’t let him know I knew. My wife and I just had a 
nice conversation with him regarding the movie and how we 
feel it applies to today’s world. 

“Once we got back into the theater, he was up on stage and 
threw me a wave and a smile. One of my favorite nights of 
my life.” 

8) Lunar_IX wrote, “I used to work at a small-town video 
game store that dealt with new and used items. One of our 
regulars was Simon Ward, the lead singer of the Strumbellas. 
He would come in any time he was in town to buy 
Skylanders figures for his son. One of the most genuine and 
lovely people I have ever met. I casually asked him one day 
if he would sign an album of theirs if I bought it while he 
was in-store and he agreed. Then, almost as an afterthought, 
he asked if I wanted him to get the rest of the band to sign it. 
Of course, I said yes. He took it with him and brought it back 
to me a couple of days later, fully autographed by the whole 
band. Crazy generous with donations and acoustic concerts 
at our local library, too.” 

9) Spacey_Time wrote, “I met John DiMaggio (voice actor 
of Jake the Dog, Bender, Schnitzel, etc.) at San Diego 
ComicCon in 2017. He was very nice, and very charismatic! 
He treated my best friend and me like old pals. While we 
were taking pictures, I saw he played Schnitzel (I had 
forgotten at the time) and said, ‘Oh my god, you played 
Schnitzel!’ And he looked at me, smiled, and did his 
VOICE! On my deathbed, I will still remember how happy 
that made me.” 

10) zerbey wrote, “I met one of the founders of the Golf 
channel (I won’t name names; it was for my job) and ended 
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up spending the afternoon with him and his wife after I fixed 
her computer. Super nice guy, and he got the snotty person 
at the front gate of his neighbourhood to call me sir after he 
found out the guy sent me to the back entrance instead of the 
front as I was a ‘guest’. Imagine being in a beat-up old 
Durango and having the security guard at the front gate of a 
fancy neighbourhood smile and call you sir. (I’m sure he 
cursed me out later.)”45 

46. “People of Reddit, Have You Ever Done Anything, 
Ever? If So, How was It?” 

Iletthe12dogsout wrote this: 

“Ooh, I don’t get to talk about this one very often, but it’s 
kinda where I peaked so I like to tell it. In 5th grade I entered 
the school spelling bee. Dominated the class round, no 
sweat. It was so easy I didn’t even study for the school level. 
I think I was the second person to get out on the school level. 
Absolutely devastating. 

“The next year, I dominated the class level again. Studied 
super hard for the school level — and won! I was on my way 
to the state level. If I won that, it was on to Washington, DC 
for nationals, and I would be on ESPN. I studied for hours 
each day, endlessly writing words and memorizing 
structures and studying roots from various languages. I got 
4th place in state. Knowing how much it meant to me, my 
parents were worried that I would be devastated after 
working so hard. But hey, 4th best speller of the 4th-8th 
graders in my state? I was pretty dang happy. 

 
45 Source: notaphilosopherkingg, “Have you ever talked to a celebrity 
(even like a Z list celeb) before? If so, what was the encounter like?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 25 August 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5gpq4r9>. 
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“Thanks for letting me tell this; it’s kinda hard to bring up, 
‘I got 4th place in the state spelling bee 10 years ago’ in a 
normal conversation.”46 

47. “What’s the Most Savage Thing You Heard a Child 
Say to an Adult?” 

1) kay37892 wrote, “The other day my six-year-old daughter 
was sitting next to me and looked me right in the eye and 
asked me, ‘Why do you have a mustache?’ I’m a woman, by 
the way. 

bettie—rage commented, “Similar to when my Mom took 
me swimming when I was about five. There was a pretty 
fuller-figured lady in the changing room. I looked her up and 
down, turned to my Mom and loudly inquired ‘Mom, why is 
that lady so fat?’ Joke’s on me, though. Twenty-five years 
later, and I’m about the same size.” 

2) sabsteve wrote this: 

“My father: ‘Can your little legs carry your big smart 
mouth?’ 

“My sister: ‘Can your legs carry your big stomach?’” 

JACKEENOS47 commented, “Your sister deserves an 
award. The most recent funny thing my sister said was, ‘Can 
I sit in that seat?’ ‘Why?’ ‘Shut up and move.’” 

3) Asak0pt3r wrote, “My ex was a heavy dude. He changed 
his shirt in front of his four-year-old nephew, who looked at 
his belly, was confused, and genuinely asked him if his 
stomach was his butt.” 

 
46 Source: Swaqdud, “People of reddit, have you ever done anything, 
ever? If so, how was it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5spvryr>. 
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4) Zenmedic wrote this: 

“I was at a public safety education event for grades 5/6 
representing EMS [Emergency Medical Services]. I was 
showing a kid some of the advanced things we do, and her 
teacher asked, ‘So, would you want to be a Paramedic?’ 

“Her reply: ‘No, I’m going to study business, I want to be 
able to pay my bills’. 

“Still kinda stings.” 

itsMondatbackwards commented, “So how long have you 
been on life support from such a devastating blow?” 

scratchy_mcballsy commented, “Good thing the ambulance 
was already there.” 

Replying to a comment about the wages of Paramedics, 
Zenmedic wrote this: 

“It’s a very Regional thing. I’m in Canada, and as an 
Advanced/Critical Care Paramedic, I make a good living 
wage. 

“There’s no brand-new Mercedes in my driveway, but 
there’s room for some splurges every now and again. 

“My colleagues elsewhere, however, not so much.” 

5) PhreedonPhighter wrote this: 

“My eight-year-old niece-in-law was talking to my brother 
and me. Since her aunt was dating my brother, she asked me 
who my girlfriend was. I said I didn’t have one. She said, 
‘Oh … some people are just supposed to be alone, I guess.’ 

“Gee, thanks.” 

6) amalgamas wrote, “Little girl was dressed as a fast food 
worker for Halloween was being given sh[*]t by her aunt for 
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her ‘low choice’ and that she needed to aim higher if she 
wanted to succeed. The whole thing was really demeaning 
and weird. Girl fired back with this: ‘I’m only 12. What’s 
your excuse for being poor?’” 

7) KenComesInABox wrote this: 

“Giving my 11-year-old nieces advice before they start 
middle school, telling them how mean other tweens can be 
and that I’m there for them if they need support. One of them 
responds, ‘You must have been a real loser in middle 
school.’ 

“THANKS!” 

8) Rachael1188 wrote, “My five-year-old niece told my 
mom to calm her tits.” 

9) birleo wrote, “My four-year-old daughter told me at 
dinner not too long ago: ‘You look nice! You don’t look like 
yourself!’ Well, thanks, I guess.” 

10) uzumaki_bey wrote, “Our friend’s son said, ‘Do you 
know that my dad cannot satisfy my mother?’ His father 
wished to disappear at that moment.” 

AgoraiosBum wrote this: 

“Someone in the family was pregnant, and my nieces were 
putting together the facts related to baby making at the time. 
A light bulb went off and they noted, ‘Oh, so that means so 
and so had sex.’ Then, another light bulb went off and they 
said to their mom, ‘Oh, so that means that you and dad have 
had sex, too!’ 

“They seemed skeptical, and when further questioned, said, 
‘Dad just doesn’t seem like the type of person who would 
have sex.’” 

11) goodworkingorder wrote this: 
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“In a busy store, kid maybe four years old was getting 
ignored. 

“‘Dad. Dad. Dad. Daddy. Dad. Daddy. DADDY. DADDY. 
DAD. DADA! DADDY! DADDY! DADA! DAD! DAD!’ 

“Five seconds later a great shout comes out of this kid: 
‘STEEEEEEVE!’ 

“That got the dad’s attention: He jumped three inches.”47 

48. “What is the Worst Thing that You have Laughed At 
in Public?” 

1) I_hate_traveling wrote this: 

“I happened to witness the immediate aftermath of a car 
accident between this woman and a younger guy who 
seemed to be a new driver. 

“The young guy had a STOP sign and the woman was 
cussing at him, telling him he should be paying more 
attention and that he will kill someone if he drives like that. 
The poor dude was practically speechless and still reeling 
from the shock of the accident. 

“Just as I was about to go on with my day, here comes a 
delivery guy on a scooter. He stops for half a second to take 
stock of the situation and goes, ‘Hey, lady! Leave the poor 
kid alone! You were going the wrong way on a one-way 
street!’ while pointing at a sign that confirmed what he said. 

“Suffice it to say, I p[*]ssed myself laughing at her as she 
went back to her car realizing she was at fault after all.” 

 
47 Source: sundriedsandies, “What’s the most savage thing you heard a 
child say to an adult?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4bkwx58>. 
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2) chefhj wrote this: 

“One time in college a few friends and I took a couple giggle 
stamps [?] and went for a walk down the main drag of town, 
taking it all in. 

“At about the time that things were really coming to a head, 
a car crashes into a stone wall on the other side of the street 
at like 25 miles an hour. Without missing a beat, five girls 
who were dressed to go out and were all wearing tall heels 
hop out and all run in different directions away from this car. 
They all looked like baby deer learning to walk. 

“The driver stumbles out, seemingly intoxicated and then 
proceeds to try and reverse himself off the wall and leave the 
scene but ends up ripping off the front end of his car and then 
getting stuck. 

“Anyway, I almost collapsed from laughing at all of this and 
after roasting the driver from across the street instead of 
helping like the Seinfeld gang [who roast and not help] for 
about five minutes, we decided to leave.” 

3) MaryNorn wrote, “My dad’s funeral. My maternal 
grandfather got very emotional, and when he’s emotional, he 
loses his English and lapses into Welsh. He’s also a trained 
singer, so halfway through one of the hymns he starts 
bellowing it out in Welsh, which no one else in the church 
could speak (we live in Scotland). It was funny and awful at 
the same time.” 

LazerTRex commented, “I pissed myself laughing at my 
husband’s funeral. He had a pretty morbid sense of humour, 
and one of the songs he wanted played was ‘I just wanna 
live’ by Good Charlotte. In the moment the whole thing just 
seemed so absurd that I just cracked up laughing. However, 
because most people could only see my back, they all 
assumed I was just crying. But honestly I think that my 
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reaction was pretty normal given the emotional distress that 
day.” 

Tokidoki commented, “After the loss of my sister last year, 
which was my first real experience with death and planning 
a funeral, I will never question anyone’s behavior at their 
loved one’s funeral. The brain’s coping behaviors are weird. 
I went from hysterical laughter to full snot-face crying back 
to hysterical laughter in two seconds flat over and over the 
entire day. There are no ‘wrong’ reactions. I’m sorry for your 
loss.” 

princess_mothership commented, “After my dad died, we 
were trying to sort out funeral stuff. We’re a religious family 
and he had chosen hymns and bible readings before he died. 
One of the hymns was an old school 80s praise song called 
‘Come on and Celebrate’. It involves some cringeworthy 
synchronised clapping. We’re also a pretty musical family 
so we sang that song in full voice, clapping away and 
giggling to ourselves knowing how disappointed dad would 
have been with us if we hadn’t given it our all.” 

Alaskando commented: 

“I am a silent laugher. I was laughing so hard at my dad’s 
military funeral that I was visibly shaking. My mom gave me 
the side eye, and when we had a moment alone, she asked 
what I thought was so funny about my dad’s death. 

“I told her that sitting in the sun, with tons of mosquitoes, 
and military guys who had trouble folding the flag 
(seriously, these guys screwed it up like five times) while I 
pictured my dad shaking his head saying, ‘What the hell are 
you all sitting here for? Go fishing! Get out of the mosquito 
hell and move on; I’m dead.”‘ This just had me giggling to 
myself because my dad thought funerals were a waste of 
time. 
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My mom looked at me, sighed, and said something like, 
‘Yeah, he probably would say that.’” 

4) AlmosusCurious wrote this: 

“I used to be a wedding planner. One wedding was set on a 
coastal beach. Really great day, I had been working on this 
for months. Now, the couple decided that the ringbearer 
would be their Labrador and he would have the rings on a 
ribbon around his neck, fair enough. So a bridesmaid would 
let him off the lead at the beginning of the aisle and he would 
trot down to the happy couple. We did test runs and he was 
really good so he was the least of my problems. 

“Or so I thought. I’m right at the back with my schedule, 
ceremony starts but the dog had different ideas, he stormed 
down the aisle (almost knocking the bride over) past the 
couple, down the beach and into the sea with the RINGS. 
Half of the groomsmen running after him ended up drenched 
in the sea. I literally had tears running down my face with 
laughter, there was f[**]k all I could do, I had to balance 
against a wall with my heels embedded in the sand.” 

She added, “Luckily the rings survived after a dip. Several 
wet people, though! Nothing quite like a dog shaking dry 
next to a bride in her dress during nuptials!” 

5) mandala2525 wrote this: 

“A clearly tired dad and his, I’m assuming, five-year-old 
daughter in a supermarket, following behind him pointing 
out things that she thinks they need.  

“Girl: ‘Daddy, do you know what WE need?’ 

“Dad: silence.  

“Girl: ‘Daddy! Do you know what WE need?’ 

“Dad: silence.  



 94 

 
“Girl: ‘DADDY! ‘DO YOU KNOW WHAT WE NEED?’  

“Dad: ‘A muzzle.’ 

“I had to duck into the next aisle so fast and burst out 
laughing, the people in that aisle had no idea what I’d just 
heard and looked at me like I was laughing at voices in my 
head.” 

DBafter3Months commented, “There’s no better birth 
control than watching parents try to shop with their young 
children in tow.” 

has-space commented, “Or, trying to argue logic to a three-
year-old. Had one steal my shoe yesterday, and I couldn’t 
catch her, so I was trying to talk her into giving it back. She 
kept asking why she couldn’t keep it. Her parents were both 
laughing at me.” 

FU2COVID commented, “Nothing like the logic of a three-
year-old.  

“Me: ‘Sorry, cannot make your birthday party as plane full 
and no room for me.’  

“Niece: ‘Then wait until all the people get off the plane and 
then you sneak in’.  

“Me: Froze and had no comeback.”48 

49. “Ladies, How Do You Find the Motivation to Better 
Yourself? (Going Back to the Gym, Eating Healthier, 
Spending Less, Etc.)” 

1) pastacousteau wrote, “Maybe this will sound strange, but 
for me it’s like the one thing I know for sure in life is that I 

 
48 Source: Pegi111, “What is the worst thing that you have laughed at In 
public?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 August 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3daxtl4>. 
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will be here with myself in this body for the rest of my life. 
Everything else is fleeting. So if I’m going to be here with 
this one person and this one body, don’t I want to make them 
the best they can be?” 

2) mvuanzuri wrote this: 

“I’d like to preface this with: motivation is fleeting. Most 
days (especially as someone who struggles with depression), 
I’m not internally highly motivated to floss, go for a run, and 
do my job. BUT, if you can muster up the discipline to build 
all of those ‘bettering’ activities into a routine, they become 
such a part of your life that it’d be harder to NOT do them. 

“And to answer your question more directly: 

• I work out, floss, eat healthy, etc. because I’m vain. 
I spent a lot of time hating how I look, so now I like 
looking good and I’m willing to make sacrifices to 
maintain my looks. 

• I also do those things because they’re better for my 
mental health. The days when I feel LEAST like 
getting up and working out are the days that it matters 
most that I do. I owe that to myself, at least. 

• For things like spending less, I just have to dangle the 
mental carrot. Would I rather have takeout several 
nights this week, or buy a new fancy pair of shoes 
next month? The answer is sometimes takeout, but I 
at least try to be honest with myself about what the 
tradeoffs are.” 

3) lookingforanswerss22 wrote, “Honestly started out for 
vanity reasons, wanting to look more toned as I can and 
because of the Instagram fitness phase. I realised that when 
I started going more often it became a part of my routine and 
I genuinely now enjoy going to the gym. It makes me feel 
good and I go alone so it’s time for myself. It’s a mood 
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booster for me, and I feel great knowing long term that 
getting into these habits will be good for me later on.”49 

50. “Why is / was Your Dog NOT the Goodest Boy or 
Girl in the World?” 

1) BonnieMaaccie wrote this: 

“She keeps trying to eat the chickens. 

“She’s not supposed to eat them; she’s supposed to protect 
them from other things that want to eat them. 

“She became the one thing she swore to destroy.” 

2) Luminaria18 wrote, “She won’t eat her food! (She’s not 
sick; she’s just gotten picky since becoming an adult.) 

tvp204 commented, “My 11-month-old won’t eat unless I sit 
on the floor and tell her what a good girl she is. I think it’s 
because she’s scared my cat (the alpha of this pack) will 
come up and start eating her food (again).” 

Emutes commented, “My dog did this, too. Something I tried 
that worked: I started taking her full bowl to the kitchen 
before putting it down. I’d have it on the counter and just 
open and close cabinets, rustle things around, rustle her food 
around, and talk out loud about how good it is. She’d get so 
excited while I was pretending to ‘cook’ it that she’d usually 
eat it right away when I put it back down.” 

3) SarumanTheSauropod wrote, “She’s a hundred and ten 
pounds and thinks it’s appropriate to play with other dogs by 
running up to them and leaping on top of them. When I 

 
49 Source: miniwheat13, “Ladies, how do you find the motivation to 
better yourself? (Going back to the gym, eating healthier, spending less, 
etc.)” Reddit. AskWomen. 1 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3ftvo37>. 
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restrain her (sometimes when she is really excited, I actually 
have to lie on top of her, which is about as dignified as it 
sounds), she screams like she’s being murdered. It’s super 
embarrassing. Also, when we go berry picking she will park 
her giant butt in the middle of the patch I’m picking and eat 
the berries right off the bushes.” 

4) msstark wrote, “My mom has the cutest Pomeranian; he’s 
such a good boy … except that he pees when he gets excited, 
and he absolutely LOVES my husband. We arrive and the 
dog immediately becomes a urine fountain.” 

5) finalDraft_012 wrote this: 

“My family is from a developing country, they’re terrified of 
dogs. But my dog? They think he couldn’t harm a fly. He’s 
completely converted them to liking dogs. He’s respectful, 
quiet, and doesn’t jump onto people. He crosses his paws 
while relaxing on the floor. Most people have never heard 
him bark. He won’t steal your food if you walk out of the 
room. He’s very calm, I call him my old man baby. If he 
wants to get up on the couch, he always asks for permission 
each and every time. When he wants attention, he quietly 
moseys up to you and licks your leg until you look at him. 
He understands English really well. 

“And for the record, he has stood up for me when he sensed 
I was in trouble on the street, and he did the same for my 
husband when someone shoved him.”50 

51. “What is Something Really Sweet Someone Told You 
or Did for You that Totally Made Your Day?” 

 
50 Source: u/76qZOdo5nJh502lf, “Why is/was your dog NOT the 
goodest boy or girl in the world?” Reddit. AskWomen. 1 September 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y4n3q7f2>. 
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1) kimwasabe wrote this: 

“A girl gave me grapes one day in precalculus in high school. 
She was the smartest girl in our grade and went on to be 
Valedictorian. I was the kid who was an ultimate f[**]k-up. 
Failing three classes, dealing with depression/anxiety, had 
rumors spread around me (caught selling acid, stabbed a kid, 
sent to juvenile hall, etc.), had a minor drug dependency, and 
was thinking of dropping out. 

“She showed me a basic act of human kindness and it made 
my day. Hell, probably even my week. I still remember that 
kind gesture, and we’re best friends now. She’s my number 
one supporter and has been in my corner through some rough 
patches. And I as well for her. I am so proud of who she is 
today and I am so blessed to have her in my life. 

“If I had to describe her, it’d be her as the color yellow. She 
brightens up a room with only her smile and her happiness / 
positive energy is contagious and she brings joy, happiness, 
and peace to those around her.” 

2) idkalotofthings wrote this: 

“My friend decided to give me three compliments as a 
birthday gift when I turned 18 since she’s on the other side 
of the country, so she said these things: 

1. You’re a really genuine person, to the point where 
it’s lowkey admirable. 

2. You also have pretty cursed humor, so it’s great 
when you send weird [*]ss videos. Some might go as 
far as saying you’re funny. Obviously not me but I 
guess I could see why other people would think that. 
Again NOT me. 

3. You’re really driven, pretty inspiring how you 
actually know what you want to do with your life. 
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“So, yeah, and then she said my voice was soothing and I 
had a nice laugh later on in the day which was nice. But I 
think complimenting me was too much for her, so she said, 
‘Your name is old man, dummy, basT[*]RD, cuddlebear. Or 
[*]ssh[*]le for short now,’ which meant she was back to her 
normal self.” 

3) SaintedStars wrote, “I was working in a uniform shop and 
on a very stressful day, this very cheerful, friendly black 
woman and I got to chatting (since we’re both South African, 
though I’m white) and eventually she just scooped me into a 
hug. I swear, I melted like butter in summer.”51 

52. “What’s Your Haunted Houses, / Halloween Story? 

1) SmackyRichardson wrote this: 

“I was walking through a haunted house and there was a 
skeleton in a wedding dress lying in a casket. A zombie guy 
in a tuxedo jumped out from behind the wall and screamed. 
‘DON’T LOOK AT MY WIFE!’  

“Me, being the funny try-hard teen I was, responded, ‘Sorry, 
man, she’s just so hot.’  

“He replied, ‘Yeah, she’ll give you a real … BONER.’ 

“I think about that all the time. Props to that haunted house 
worker.” 

2) AngryZen_Ingress wrote this: 

“The wife and I had a party to go to on Halloween. I had 
gotten dressed up. A very ‘urbane’ devil. Red jacket. Red tie. 
Black slacks, black silk shirt. Red makeup on neck and face, 

 
51 Source: whatislife1001, “What is something really sweet someone told 
you or did for you that totally made your day?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 
September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5m24hxu>. 
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teeth partly blacked out to make fangs, two horns sprouting 
from my forehead, hair slicked back and tinted red. 

“Before we left, we were ready for a few early trick or 
treaters, and I had been handing out candy on the front porch 
when I saw a father and little girl walking down the sidewalk 
— she was maybe six. Dressed as a princess. The father was 
being a good sport, but neither had seen me yet. 

“So I stood perfectly still, the candy bowl in my hands about 
stomach height, and I waited. 

“The father saw me, and he got the shit-eating grin on his 
face and told his daughter to go get some candy. He stayed 
at the bottom of the driveway and she started walking up, got 
halfway, actually ‘saw’ me and stopped dead in her tracks. 
She looked back and dad waved her on to go. He looked up 
at me and winked, so I knew I was covered. 

“She came up, slowly, watching me but I had the thousand-
yard stare going on, only seeing her out of my peripheral 
vision. She paused again right in front of me and looked 
back. Dad called out, ‘Take a piece, honey!’ She turned back 
to me, reached up and carefully took ONE piece of candy 
from the bowl. She turned back to her dad and yelled, ‘I did 
it!’ 

I leaned down and growled in a menacing tone, ’TAKE 
TWO’. 

“Yeah, she screamed. Dad laughed. She didn’t get that 
second piece — she ran too quickly.” 

cagandrax commented, “I did the same thing as a teenager! 
Dressed up to look like a decoration, sitting in a chair with 
the bowl in my lap. Every time kids would reach in to get 
candy I’d jump. One kid told his dad I was a real person, the 
dad told the kid to stop being a sissy and went to grab the 
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candy himself. It was so satisfying scaring the shit out of him 
instead, and the kid saying, ‘I TOLD YOU!’” 

Alisa180 commented: 

“I was out trick-or-treating with family, and there was this 
really creepy-looking human-sized monster prop on the 
porch. As I waited after ringing the doorbell, I kept telling 
myself, ‘It’s not real, it’s not real.’ 

“Then the ‘prop’ moved. I jumped at least five feet into the 
air. The guy was apologetic, as I was this cute little girl who 
was badly shaken, and he gave me the candy. Definitely one 
of my more memorable Halloweens. 

“Another year, when I was older, I was out with my brother 
and his friends. At a door, one suddenly said, ‘Look up.’ 
There was a MASSIVE spider prop over the porch, too 
massive. I’m arachnophobic. 

“I literally bolted to the other side of the street, and waited 
while my brother got my candy for me.” 

3) throwaway8u3sH0 wrote this: 

“Not a worker, but when I was kid (like six or seven) I went 
to a haunted house with my dad. While we were walking 
through, a staff member with a Jason mask and a huge 
cleaver appears out of nowhere! He bangs his cleaver on a 
table near my hand and screams at me. 

“I was scared out of my ever-loving mind, but my panic 
reaction was to ask an adult for help. And since he was the 
only adult around, I blurted out, in the tiniest kid-voice, 
‘Where’s the exit?’ 

“He growled again, which scared me again, which made me 
ask again, much louder this time. ‘WHERE’S THE EXIT?’ 
So he pointed with his cleaver and snarled once more. There 
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was a hint of sadness in his final growl. In hindsight, I think 
it probably looked to him like he couldn’t scare a child. 

“I want to go back in time and let him know it was one of 
the scariest moments of my life, but my parents had trained 
me very well. Sorry, anonymous Jason, I didn’t mean to 
emasculate you.” 

4) polishpasty wrote, “When I was seven, I wanted to go to 
my first haunted house so bad and my dad reluctantly took 
me. ‘You’re going to be too scared,’ he said. Halfway 
through and he’s carrying me like a baby. We go to descend 
the stairs back to the first level and finally get outside. Person 
jumps out as we are on the stairs, sees my dad holding me 
and has this look of ‘I am so sorry for scaring the kid even 
more; please just head to the exit.’” 

5) CatNipDealer wrote, “I think I was like five and went to 
a haunted house with my dad and step-mom and it was super 
dark and I was really scared and couldn’t really see so I 
grabbed at someone next to me and held their hand and clung 
to them for dear life until I could see the exit and ran out. I 
asked my parents which one was holding my hand and they 
both said it wasn’t them and just laughed at me because I 
was mortified: I was hanging on to one of the workers and 
the worker just went along with it and didn’t scare me.” 

6) lovelyb1ch66 wrote this: 

“My kid once got the whole attraction shut down.  

“A local Haunted Halloween place that was a tradition for us 
to visit every year had a House of Horrors. It was the 
standard old farmhouse turned into a maze of rooms and 
hallways filled with monsters and creatures, speakers blaring 
wHhoooOOOO sounds, fake cobwebs, and the whole bit. 
And of course darker than a coalminer’s [*]ssh[*]le. You 
had to be seven years old to enter and my youngest daughter 
had waited for years to get to go. When finally she was old 
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enough, she was so stoked to finally experience what her 
older sister and friends had promised her was going to be 
‘like totally awesome.’  

“Well, we made it slightly less than halfway through; it was 
zombie grandma that popped out of a closet that did her in. 
Kid had lungs like a freediver [someone who dives deep 
while holding their breath] and used them well that day. She 
also tore loose from my hand and bolted like a startled deer, 
disappearing into the murky depths of the building. 
Everything came to a screeching halt, staff turned on all the 
lights, herded all the other visitors outside and helped me 
look for her. We found her squeezed in behind the vampire’s 
coffin, hands clapped over her ears and eyes tightly shut. I 
picked her up and she clung to me like an octopus for the rest 
of the day.  

“She remembers the event clearly but hasn’t suffered any 
lasting mental trauma; she still loves Halloween.” 

7) jxwtf585 wrote this: 

“I have several stories. Done it for years. I was once knocked 
out. I worked in a house with a ‘scare room’ where you peek 
behind blacked-out curtains. You’re not supposed to lean 
farther than the window sill but sometimes you’re just in the 
moment. A guy turned a corner and was looking at the black 
light work on the wall and didn’t notice me right beside him. 
I leaned as close as I could to him and just whispered to him. 
He collapsed to the ground and reached for anything he 
could grab. Grabbed the back of my head and slammed my 
head into the window sill. Next thing I know I’m on the 
ground of the scare room. A co-worker stepped over me and 
handed me a bottle of ibuprofen. 

“I was once Nosferatu and scared a guy so bad he tried to 
clear the corner of rocks and props instead of run around it. 



 104 

 
He fell and tumbled down the other side breaking three 
fingers. 

“Another time I was part of a blacklight clown maze. The 
walls were fence. We kept jumping back and forth on the 
fences and this woman became so exhausted from screaming 
she passed out. We had to shut it down for a while until 
paramedics could arrive and get her out. She was terrified of 
clowns so we couldn’t be around her when she was waking 
up. We had to get our management out there for her while 
we waited outside.”52 

53. “What was the Kindest Act You have Ever Received 
From a Stranger?” 

RektimusMaximus wrote, “I went to the UK, and I was 
walking to a friend’s place, when this man from behind a car 
just greeted me. I was really surprised, but I greeted him 
back. Then he asked me where I am from, where I’m going 
(not exact location), and where I approximately live. It was 
kinda strange, not gonna lie, but then he told me the door I 
was standing next to is his, and if I needed anything, he will 
be there to help. I was shook because I didn’t know people 
like this existed. The man knew and was friends with almost 
everyone in that street, including those I was going to visit. 
I heard later from multiple people that he was really by far 
the most supportive man around, and he did really help them 
in anything he could.”53 

 
52 Source: JXSTYLES, “To all the people who work as scarers in 
haunted houses, what were some of your best reactions?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 2 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y6cg46aq>. 
53 Source: whaldener, “What was the kindest act you have ever received 
from a stranger?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y426dzdo>. 
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54. “Which Celebrity is A LOT Less Friendly Than They 
Seem?” 

As usual, Redditors also wrote about very friendly or 
otherwise impressive celebrities. 

1) Galaxy-egg wrote, “Not a lot less friendly, but a lot 
MORE friendly, Mark Ruffalo, I met him when I was like, 
11, I think, and it was on the subway. My sister kept on 
dropping her toys, and he kept on picking them up. My dad 
and he were just talking, my dad had to get on a work call 
very quickly while we were above ground, and Mark Ruffalo 
just kept three little kids company. He was joking around 
with us, asking us fun questions, and it was really nice, 
especially with just seeing him as the Incredible Hulk, and 
now seeing him as this really nice man who is good with 
kids; he is an absolute bro.” 

JimmytheGent2020 commented, “I work in entertainment 
and have worked with Ruffalo on a couple of projects. He is 
one of the nicest guys ever.” 

When asked about “awful” celebrities, JimmytheGent2020 
answered, “No one is really awful as long as you treat them 
like a human being. “ 

2) dalinetta wrote, “I remember Billy Joel played in 
Germany near the Army post where I was stationed, and he 
made it so that anyone presenting military ID was to be let 
in for free (it was an outdoors concert so there was room). 
There ARE quite a few class celebrities out there.” 

3) KuaLaLJ wrote this: 

“I spoke to Claire Danes at a gig where her ex was playing 
(Ben Lee). I didn’t know who she was at the time, but a lot 
of people were asking for an autograph. (This is long before 
mobile phone selfies, I think Romeo + Juliet had just been 
released recently?) 
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“So anyway I’m standing next to her at the bar while this is 
going on so I asked her, ‘Sorry, are you famous?’ and she 
said, ‘Yeah, I’m a porn star!’ Later my mate told me who she 
was. I have loved her ever since. 

“Not all celebs are [*]ssh[*]ts.”54 

55. “What Story Do You Really Want To Tell. But No 
One Has Asked The Right Question For You To Bring It 
Up?” 

1) TheBumblingBee1 wrote this: 

“My great-grandfather lived in Kansas when the dust bowl 
hit the US. He and his wife lived in a really small town and 
he owned the grocery store. 

“After he passed away, my family was going through the 
stuff in his house and found a box of letters he had hidden 
from everyone. Every letter was a thank you from different 
families he helped during the dust bowl. People would be 
running from the dust bowl and pass through his town. He 
would give them free food to last them until they reached 
their destinations. 

“Many of the letters thanked him for saving their lives and 
stuff like that. He took this secret to the grave — literally. 
Not even his wife knew. (I’ve heard mention that maybe she 
wouldn’t have been quite as pleased about giving so much, 
but I don’t know about that). I just think that’s super cool 
and I’m very proud of him. 

“I have a lot of weird stories about my family that I never 
get to tell.” 

 
54 Source: PotatoTheFuture69, “Which celebrity is ALOT less friendly 
than they seem?” Reddit. AskReddit.2 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5u84tnd>. 
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Dontcallmemonica commented, “Write them down! Some 
future generation will be incredibly grateful. The births, 
deaths, and marriages might be the meat of family history 
research, but the stories like you have here, the ones that tell 
you who these people really were, are such rare gems. I’ve 
been working on my family’s genealogy off and on for about 
13 years, but just this year have been able to sit down and 
start compiling it all into books. It’s been a really cool 
journey and the process has truly brought them to life, so to 
speak. My biggest regret is that I didn’t make the time when 
I could have to speak to older family members and write 
down more of their memories. So do it! You’ll be so glad 
you did.” 

2) skinnylittleburd wrote this: 

“My dad was friends with a crow that lived at his workplace 
for a few years while we lived in Bosnia, and one day Poe 
(as my dad named him) came up to him and started showing 
my dad that he couldn’t fly properly, like really exaggerating 
how he couldn’t fly. So my dad picked him up and put him 
in an open box and took him home to me and my mom. 

“Poe lived with us for a few days and acted like he’s been 
with people his whole life, even though he was clearly a wild 
crow. He ate from our hands and would hang out with us on 
the patio, and he even let me hold him (which was surprising, 
given I was about three at the time). Bosnia doesn’t have a 
lot of air conditioning, so we always had the sliding door to 
the patio open, so it’s not like Poe was trapped. 

“After maybe three days, he decided he was feeling better 
and flew off after catching our attention to let us know he 
was going. My dad never saw him again since we lived 
around 10 miles away from where my dad worked, and I 
guess he never made it back. 
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“Still, it was a very cool experience to have a pet crow for a 
few days.” 

3) Bring_Ni_a_Shrubbery wrote this: 

“This is more just something I wouldn’t say to someone 
other than my therapist, but I moved back in with my dad (I 
grew up with my mom in another state), and my half-brother 
walked up to me the other day and gave me a hug. I was 
super touched but confused. I asked him what that was for 
and he said, ‘Nothing, I just wanted to hug you,’ and I cried 
for a good 10 minutes after he walked out of my room. 

“While I was growing up, it wasn’t like I didn’t get affection, 
but it was always a reward. I got good grades, they were 
proud, but never just because. The idea that someone wanted 
to hug me just because hit me in a way I wasn’t expecting.” 

4) robindowny wrote this: 

“Once when I lived in Japan, I was riding my bike across a 
rice field at about 6am. The sun was coming up, and there 
was no one anywhere (this is SO rare in Japan). Just me on 
a dirt road between rice fields for miles and miles and the 
sound of my bike. Then I heard a saxophone. As I kept 
riding, eventually I saw a man sitting on a stool practicing 
his saxophone. Just on the road between rice fields. He 
nodded a hello to me without breaking play at all. 

“This was one of the most magical moments of my life.” 

Urithiru commented, “You were in a Studio Ghibli film.” 

robindowny replied, “Just googled it. I’ll check them out!” 

impeanutswife commented, “Oh, wow, you’re in for a treat. 
Some of my favorite childhood movies! I would start with 
My Neighbor Totoro. Spirited Away is also a favorite. 
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Howl’s Moving Castle is lovely, too! Ok, I’ll stop now. 
Carry on.”55 

56. “What was a Good Memory You had When You were 
in School?” 

1) DanHam117 wrote, “I was a terrible student and a huge 
baseball fan growing up. In 6th grade I had an English 
teacher who knew I wasn’t dumb, just hard to motivate. She 
privately offered me an extra-credit assignment, all I had to 
do was write a two-page essay on any topic I liked at all 
explaining why I liked it so much. I straight up turned down 
her offer, being content with my C- grade. So she flipped it 
around on me and publicly told another guy in my class that 
since HE was the biggest Red Sox fan in the class, he should 
write a two-page essay about the Red Sox and present it to 
the class. I practically jumped out of my seat and said I was 
a way bigger Red Sox fan than Mike and I should be the one 
writing that essay. She let us both write one. She was a really 
good teacher.” 

2) GreenSalsa96 wrote, “My 3rd grade class had a ‘reading 
loft’. It was a pretty good-sized ‘fort’ (probably taking up 
1/3 of the classroom) covered in carpet and had lots of cool 
places to hang out if you wanted to read. The teacher 
incentivized us to finish work early so we could grab a book 
and head to the ‘reading loft’ so we didn’t have to hang out 
at our desks being bored.” 

3) Brainpry wrote, “When I was in second grade, I got 
bullied because my whole family was deaf. One kid kept 
picking on me everyday. Well, one day he came up to me 
and started screaming, ‘Can your mom hear me?’ and this 

 
55 Source: hayes-11, “What story do you really want to tell but no one 
has asked the right question for you to bring it up?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
3 September. 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3h4os6u>. 



 110 

 
tall girl stepped in and punched him in the face. She got 
suspended, but no one ever made fun of me again. We 
became best friends after that.” 

4) That’s_Life wrote, “In high school we had a group 
project. This class was 90% girls so the other 10% guys 
(including me) were in a group. This teacher used to kinda 
gang up on us with the girls and one day she was preoccupied 
and we were talking about how we didn’t want to be there 
and we should just jump out the window. This one guy 
scopes out the window, sticks his feet out first, give us a 
wink and just jumps out. Dropped probably 7-10 feet onto 
the grass and just waltzes back into class like he just came 
from the bathroom or something. Teacher didn’t even 
notice.” 

TheSmokeEater commented, “My senior year we had a math 
class whose teacher happened to be a football and track 
coach. It was an elective with a whopping 11 kids in class. 
Six of us played football and/or ran track. We had a great 
relationship with the coach. One kid ordered a pizza to the 
parking lot, climbed out the window, got the pizza, AND 
crawled back in all while coach went to make copies. He 
comes back and literally says, ‘Dan, how the f[**]k did you 
get a pizza in … never mind, don’t tell me.’ We told him at 
practice, and he couldn’t help but just laugh.” 

5) griff0062 wrote this: 

“My sister’s husband tells a story about how he and a buddy 
got in trouble at school and they had to stay after school and 
wash windows.  

“Their school was an old building with huge opening 
windows without screens. They were on the 3rd floor and 
leaning out the window to clean the outside. The teacher told 
them to be careful and not fall out. The teacher stepped out 
and my brother-in-law climbed down the gutter and 
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sprawled out on the grass. His buddy screamed, and the 
teacher ran to the window and looked out and saw him lying 
below. 

“In a panic the teacher ran down the stairs to go to him while 
my brother-in-law ran up a different flight of steps 

“The teacher ran out to the front of the school to find no one 
there. My brother-in-law yelled to him from the 3rd floor 
while waving to him.” 

6) TechyDad wrote this: 

“One of my math teachers in high school was a bit on the 
crazy side in a very good way. He’d scoot around the room 
on his desk chair, rolling over backpacks and the like. He’d 
punctuate talks with weird sayings like ‘but, but, but, he said, 
which is tub spelled backwards.’ He generally made the class 
time entertaining for everyone. 

“One day, he decided to show us the derivation of a 
mathematical formula. Nowadays, showing this particular 
formulation to a bunch of high school students would likely 
get him kicked out. I don’t remember the exact derivation, 
but the end result was ‘the integral of e to the x power equals 
some function of u to the nth power.’ Written out, it looks 
like this: 

Sex = f(u)n 

“Yes, he went through a whole mathematical derivation just 
to tell a group of high school students that ‘sex equals 
fun.’”56 

 
56 Source: hellohuman122, “What was a good memory you had when 
you were in school?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y5sgjkz6>. 
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57. “What’s the Most Wholesome Thing a Stranger Ever 
Did for You?” 

1) esmerdon wrote, “I once rode my unicycle to school; 
when I got there, I was informed someone called in and was 
talking about me on the radio. Instead of being like ‘look at 
this weirdo,’ they were talking about how awesome and 
challenging that must be.” 

2) EclipticEclipse wrote, this: 

“A group of guys working on a roofing project stopped and 
changed my tire for me when I stopped in the parking lot of 
the church they were working on. They just saw me stop and 
start to get my spare tire out, and they ran over and did it for 
me. 

“Nice guys!” 

3) KawaiiPotatoCult wrote this: 

“I wasn’t long into my new job at this cafe. It was a really 
rough day, like, really rough. I’m not exaggerating when I 
said nothing went to plan and quite frankly I just wanted to 
leave or have a little cry in the corner. 

“Near the end of the day, I was wiping down the last of the 
tables and a student (this cafe is in a student town) gave me 
this small wrapped French chocolate. She said she couldn’t 
have it, her friend gave it to her and she didn’t want to be 
rude. So she insisted I have it, and honestly, it’s probably the 
nicest interaction with a stranger I’ve ever had.” 

4) gereblueeyes wrote, “On a winter night many years ago, I 
was stuck waiting for a taxi cab (long before Uber) at a 
Lucky’s grocery store. I had my five-month-old son bundled 
up in a Snugli carrier, asleep. It was going on 45 minutes, 
and it was dark and very cold. I had A LOT of groceries, and 
couldn’t walk home. A 40ish lady, who looked middle class, 
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pulled up in front of me. She got out and asked about my 
ride. I explained about the taxi wait, and she offered to drive 
us home. She never told me her name. I offered gas money, 
and she refused. That lady was a godsend on that cold, dark 
night! I hope to pass it forward someday.” 

5) KahBhume wrote this: 

“I was driving home one evening from university with all I 
owned in my little car. I noticed my radio dying and my 
headlights dimming. I was getting worried, but I wasn’t far 
from home, so I made the dumb decision to just try to make 
it home and figure out what is wrong later (bad alternator). 
By the time I reached the city limits, my headlights were 
completely gone. I pulled off my exit, reached the stoplight 
at the bottom, and my engine just stopped. There was 
apparently not even enough power left to keep all the 
essential components running. 

“So here I was in a not-so-good part of town at night with all 
my belongings in my dead car. This was also in the days 
before cell phones. I knew the first thing to do was to get my 
car out of the intersection and off the road as I tried to think 
of what else to do. So I got out and started pushing. 

“As I’m pushing, a guy in a truck pulled up behind me. In a 
heavy Spanish accent, he asked where I’m going, and I told 
him that I needed to get a few miles down the road to get to 
my neighborhood. He asked if I wanted him to use his truck 
to push my car, and not knowing what other options there 
were, I agreed. His truck was equipped with the appropriate 
push bumper, and he got it right up to my car. I got in, and 
away we went slowly but surely down some dark, winding 
roads until we reach my neighborhood. 

“As we approached my neighborhood, I used my hands to 
signal to him that this is where I need to turn. He slowed 
down, and my car had enough momentum to turn on to the 
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neighborhood streets. He simply gave me a wave and headed 
off into the night as I pushed my car the last little distance to 
home. 

“I never asked for his name, and he never asked for anything 
in return. He simply appeared when I needed help and 
disappeared just as suddenly. In true ‘today you, tomorrow 
me’ fashion, I’ve since followed truck guy’s lead and helped 
various strangers when I’ve come across the opportunity to 
do so.” 

6) ConneryFTW wrote this: 

“I was travelling in Lviv, Ukraine, with my partner, and we 
absolutely could not find the bus station. The signage was 
difficult to read, and we were starting to freak out. This 
wonderful Ukrainian woman (and English teacher) stopped 
to help us. She basically got us to the right bus, talked to the 
driver for us, and got us all situated. I tried to thank her with 
money, but she laughed it off. 

“If you’re out there, Alina, thank you!” 

7) HarlanCulpepper wrote this: 

“I was on my way home from the hospital following a two-
week stay after some brutal surgeries. I was in bad shape, 
physically and mentally. 

“I had to go into the pharmacy to pick up my meds before 
getting home and I was short $14 for my prescriptions and I 
just was such a mess I didn’t know what to do. 

“The man behind me paid for my prescriptions, and I was so 
grateful, thankful, and inspired to do that for someone else 
when the opportunity arose.” 

8) toiletcleaner999 wrote, “I was stuck in a snowstorm and 
pulled over on the highway. A semi pulled up behind me and 
he told me if I stayed there I was going to get hit and kill 
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myself or someone else. He said, ‘Follow me back to the 
city,’ and he pulled in front and turned this great big light on 
the back of his truck on (he was bob tailing [driving a semi 
without a trailer]) and he got me safely back to the city. It 
was amazing.” 

9) Tica92 wrote, “When I was in college, I watched Silence 
of the Lambs for the first time at a friend’s place. I don’t do 
well with scary movies and when it was time to leave another 
girl at the party whom I didn’t know not only walked me 
home, but all the way up to my room.” 

10) -Us3rnam3 wrote, “I was waiting to catch a train to one 
of the Great Wall sites in Beijing. Being from the UK and 
having done very little research, I had no idea I’d be waiting 
in line for the train for HOURS. They sold water in the line 
but that’s it. An elderly Chinese woman with her family were 
in line in front of me. From their interactions and my limited 
knowledge of Mandarin, I figured out she was with her son, 
daughter, and daughter-in-law. About an hour, in she pulled 
out some dates and water. She handed three dates to her son, 
daughter, daughter-in-law and then she turned round and 
handed me three dates. My heart honestly melted. She even 
took the pits back from me. They also have little benches in 
the line-up area and she kept making the rest of the family 
budge up so I had room to sit. I was lowkey adopted for the 
day, and it was a very, very wholesome experience.” 

11) ImpalaGala wrote this:  

“When I was homeless, a stranger asked me if I was hungry. 
I nodded, he sat down and spoke to me a little and then he 
walked off. I didn’t see him for two days. He came back two 
days later with a bag that was full of food and some money. 
He’d asked his department at work to contribute cash to help 
me rent temporary accommodation and to feed me. 

“I’ll never forget it.” 
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12) ssorbom wrote, “When you are physically disabled, 
strangers actually do wholesome things for you all the time. 
I’ve lost count of all the people who helped me up subway 
steps when the elevators in the tube were broken. I literally 
had a group of four people once carry my wheelchair (with 
me in it) up a hill when my mom and I were visiting the 
British Maritime Museum. It was so wholesome I almost felt 
guilty. On the same trip, I visited the official Sherlock 
Holmes flat, and they lent me a cane from the gift store so 
that I could climb the stairs.”57 

58. “What’s One Moment You Can Never Think About 
Without Laughing?” 

1) TreesRart wrote, “The time I kiddingly told my (saintly) 
70-year-old mom to stop being such a bitch. She started 
laughing so hard she peed herself. My also saintly aunt gave 
her a big hug and proceeded to pee her pants, too, so my 
mom wouldn’t feel so embarrassed. Those gals just stood 
there hugging and laughing and puddling up my driveway. 
My favorite memory.” 

2) Hypothermic_Needle wrote, “We had just finished eating 
dinner on vacation and my mom’s boyfriend thought it 
would be funny to play a burping sound on his phone. He 
forgot that his phone was still hooked up to his radio, though, 
resulting in the sound of a colossal belch being broadcast 
across the entire beach. The next thing we heard was my aunt 
yelling at my brother, thinking he was the one who produced 
the burp. My mom’s boyfriend nearly fell out of his chair 
laughing.” 

 
57 Source: TheTitanCaeus, “What’s the most wholesome thing a stranger 
ever did for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxnsfz9j>. 
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3) ep3ep3 wrote, “Road rage incident: Both parties got out 
and yelled. Party #1 reached into his car to grab something 
(I thought it was going to get ugly ) all he had was an empty 
Styrofoam cup. He chucked it as hard as he could at Party 
#2. It made it about a foot out of his hand before the wind 
launched it the opposite direction about 30 feet behind the 
initial throw.” 

I_am_Bob commented, “I was riding in a car and we were 
following some friends in another car. Someone in the first 
car took a half-drunk fast food cup, straw and all, and threw 
it out the window up into the air. The liquid seem to perfectly 
stabilize the cup so it stayed perfectly upright, effortlessly 
floating above the road for what seemed like an eternity 
before it smashed into our windshield.” 

4) Catacomb82 wrote, “My dad has always been an avid pot 
smoker. After he recovered from COVID-19, he had to lay 
off smoking for a while, so instead he tried baking pot 
brownies for the first time. When they were finished, he told 
me that he wasn’t sure how strong they’d be. Two hours after 
he and I eat some, I notice that he’s singing the alphabet to 
himself.” 

5) DJKittyK wrote this: 

“My boyfriend had some friends over to our place to play 
board games one night, and we were all carrying on being 
silly and enjoying each other’s company as we usually do. 

“The house we shared with friends was often full of people. 
Sometimes not everyone knew everyone else, but the vibe 
was chill, so no one was ever too bothered by this. We also 
locked the door only at night when bedtime rolled around 
because people were in and out of the house a lot. 

“This particular night, the front door swung open, and a little 
wiener dog ran in the door (looked exactly like my 
roommate’s dog) and right behind the dog was this stoned-
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looking dude I didn’t recognize. He kicked off his shoes at 
the door like we all do, and waved, and headed to the kitchen. 
I thought, huh, he’s been here before, I guess. My friend Max 
who had the identical-looking dog, was making the weirdest 
face. As the new guy walked by me, I said, ‘Oh, do you know 
Max?’ He laughed and said, ‘Yeah!’ and kept walking into 
the kitchen. 

“Max looked at me, and was like, ‘I don’t know that dude at 
all.’ By this time, the rest of us were all sorta consulting each 
other, and no one seemed to know who this guy was. 

“A couple of us followed him to the kitchen. He opened the 
fridge, took out the milk, and started drinking it right from 
the carton, all the while, being friendly and looking like he 
knew his way around perfectly. His dog and Max’s dog were 
happily chasing each other around the room playing, as if 
they knew each other, adding to the weirdness. 

“Eventually, I asked him, ‘Hey, how do you know Max?’ 

“Dude busted out laughing as if he cannot believe I’m asking 
this question and said, ‘Dude, Max is my DOG.’ 

“We all look at the new wiener dog, then we look at this guy, 
then we look at our friend Max. There’s a moment of weird 
silence, and this dude said, ‘I think I have the wrong house.’ 

“He put the milk back, called his dog, put his shoes back on 
and stumbled back outside with a wave. Turned out his 
friend’s house was a few houses down the block and he’d 
drunkenly walked into ours instead because the door was 
unlocked … 
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“We were all so stunned and any time someone tells this 
story, we STILL laugh our asses off any time anyone says: 
‘Dude, Max is my DOG!’”58 

59. “What is the Weirdest Interaction You have had with 
a Total Stranger?” 

eDgAR wrote this: 

“My stepmom owns a couple of hot dog stands that are 
located in Home Depots and every summer (at least before 
COVID) she catered an outdoor movie night event for her 
cousin’s suburban community. Years ago they asked me if I 
could help out with the event and I agreed. 

“The morning of the event, I got to my dad’s house and 
started helping him load the hot dog cart and supplies onto 
the back of his truck. All of a sudden this SUV starts 
speeding down the alley. My dad narrowly avoids getting 
hit, but as the SUV passes it took out the driver’s side mirror 
of my dad’s truck. The SUV then stops a few houses down 
and the guy jumps out and runs into a house. 

“My dad and I both look at each other and exchanged a really 
confused ‘What the f[**]k just happened?’ look, and then 
went to check out the damage. The mirror was hanging off, 
so we had to start figuring a way to tape it on because we 
needed it to make the hour-and-a-half-long drive to the 
event. 

“After a few minutes the guy from the SUV comes back out 
and walks towards us. My dad was pretty p[*]ssed and was 
ready to confront him. The guy stops right in front of the 

 
58 Source: jasmall, “What’s one moment you can never think about 
without laughing?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2vzfgyt>. 
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mirror, looks at it, turns to us, and says, ‘I’m so sorry. I was 
about to sh[*]t myself.’ 

“I could barely withhold my laughter and although my dad 
was still visibly pissed off, I could tell he thought it was 
funny. too. The guy ended up paying for the mirror, but the 
whole thing was such a weird interaction that I cannot help 
but laugh at how ridiculous it was.”59 

60. “Partners of Sleep-Talkers or Sleepwalkers, What 
Gems have You to Share?” 

SyncopatedStarlight wrote, “My boyfriend is a big sleep 
talker. He’s said all kinds of funny things, but the best was 
when he sang the chorus of ‘Stayin’ Alive’ by The Bee Gees 
in his sleep. I got it on video!” 

—Michael-Scott—commented, “At first I was afraid, I was 
petrified …’” 

 

PM_me_ur_bag_of_weed commented, “You’re thinking of 
"I Will Survive " by Gloria Gaynor. The real lyrics are ‘I’m 
a survivor. I’m not gon’ give up. I’m not gon’ stop. I’m gon’ 
work harder …’.” 

nmeofst8 commented, “You’re thinking of ‘Survivor’ by 
Destiny’s Child". The real lyrics are: ‘The arena is empty 
except for one man Still driving and striving as fast as he can 
The sun has gone down and the moon has come up And long 
ago somebody left with the cup But he’s driving and striving 
and hugging the turns And thinking of someone for whom 
he still burns …’.” 

 
59 Source: Hop_Along8298, “what is the weirdest interaction you have 
had with a total stranger?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2bzw836>. 
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Ivan211004 commented, “You’re thinking of ‘The Distance’ 
by Cake. The real lyrics are: ‘You’re on the road and now 
you pray it lasts The road behind was rocky But now you’re 
feeling cocky You look at me and you see your past Is that 
the reason why you’re runnin’ so fast …’.” 

OrionWingSouth commented, “You’re thinking of ‘Break 
My Stride’ by Matthew Wilder. The real lyrics are ‘Fight 
butsukatte hamukatte, sore ga boku tachi no Hard Knock 
Days heibon na mainichi ja kawaki iyasenai Here We Go 
itsudatte nigenaide, kazeatari tsuyoku ikiteyukou, gooru 
mada tookusa sumubeki Hard Knock Days ….’”60 

  

 
60 Source: hoeka_mos, “Partners of sleep-talkers or sleepwalkers, what 
gems have you to share?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6cuh672>. 
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Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “Which Celebrity Death During Your Lifetime 
Affected You the Most and How?” 

avowlind wrote, “Terry Pratchett. He basically gave me a 
new book to look forward to reading every year for 40 years. 
I was never disappointed: They were always witty, 
thoughtful, and inventive.” 

Armcle commented: 

“This is my answer. For 30 years I read and reread 
everything he wrote. I participated heavily in the Usenet 
groups of ye olde internet. His work was a big part of my life 
since I was about 10, and it probably was a huge influence 
on my ideas, sense of humour, and personality. His was the 
only celebrity death I cried over. 

“GNU Terry Pratchett.” 

penguinopusredux commented: 

“A man is not dead while his name is still spoken. 

“As long as the company I work for has a website, the clacks 
will remember.” 

Note by David Bruce: “GNU” is a reference to a Terry 
Pratchett Discworld character living forever because his 
name is repeated endlessly through a communications 
devices called the clacks. 

JackonsMum commented, “I used to buy myself the new 
Terry Pratchett book every year for Christmas: It was the one 
present I was guaranteed to enjoy. When he died, it took me 
three years to unwrap and read his last book. Christmas is 
definitely lacking now.” 

Bigfilmguy75 commented, “Terry Pratchett was also a 
genuinely nice person. When Hogfather was released, he did 
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a book signing at the shopping centre I worked at. 
Unfortunately, I was working that day and couldn’t get down 
to the bookstore. As I was finishing up for the day, the 
bookstore owner called me and told me to get my butt down 
there quick. Terry had agreed to stay a few minutes extra to 
sign my copy of Hogfather! I worked for a company called 
Cyberdyne and when I walked in, he saw the logo on my 
shirt and asked which model Terminator I was. After 
spending six hours signing books, he was obviously tired but 
he spent half an hour chatting with a geeky shop worker. 
Absolute legend, the world is truly a poorer place without 
him. I’m not ashamed to admit I cried when his death was 
announced.”61 

62. “People Who have Walked Out of a Restaurant, 
What was Your Reason?” 

IDKHow2UseThisApp wrote, “The menu didn’t have any 
prices listed. It was my birthday, and my friend had insisted 
on picking up the tab. I knew it was kinda swanky, but I saw 
her face and knew how I’d feel in the same boat. I just said 
the place felt a little too stuffy and sterile and asked if we 
could go somewhere else. We slipped out before the waiter 
got back and ended up having a great night without 
embarrassing or possibly bankrupting my friend.”62 

63. “What’s Something that Every Parent Should Tell 
Their Child?” 

 
61 Source: inreallife129991, “Which celebrity death during your lifetime 
affected you the most and how?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxs2j49z>. 
62 Source: baddestBITCH, “People who have walked out of a restaurant, 
what was your reason?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2p2ab9l>. 
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1) a_random_person_me wrote, “I’m proud of you.” 

CernONeill commented, “Gonna make me cry.” 

IM_OZLY_HUMVN commented, “Never gonna tell a lie 
…” 

The_J_1 commented, “And hurt you.” 

About the original answer, “I’m proud of you,” 
dontletmeoutofmymind commented: 

“Be careful with this one. I say it to my son (age three) 
frequently enough that I hear it back: 

“‘Good job finding Monsters, Inc for me, mommy! I’m so 
proud of you! Great job turning on my tablet, mommy! I’m 
so proud of you! Thanks for bringing me my milk, mommy! 
I’m so proud of you!’” 

SirKrotchKickington commented, “My son does the same 
thing and I f[**]king love it, he also says it to his friends; it’s 
never a bad thing to teach a child to give others praise.” 

blackbook90 commented, “My six-year-old stepson told me 
he was proud of me when I cycled to and from work. It’s a 
nice feeling. I do say ‘I’m proud of you’ to him whenever he 
challenges himself and tries something.” 

2) xandrenia wrote, “If you make a mistake and need help, 
come to me. Kids tend to make bad situations worse by 
trying not to get caught. I know way too many people who 
got in drunk-driving accidents because they were too afraid 
to call their parents for help and drove home or got in the car 
with a drunk driver.” 

throw_away29890 commented: 

“My mom told this to me and I think a lot more parents 
should: 
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I don’t care if you get too drunk at a party as long as 
you tell me and I can pick you up. I won’t yell, I 
won’t punish you, as long as you are responsible and 
it doesn’t happen all the time. 

“In my opinion teaching your kids it’s okay to be a bit 
rebellious, make mistakes, and live their life in their teens is 
a good thing to do. I never had a reason to not trust my mom 
because of this. Of course, I got consequences for some 
things, but if I ever made a mistake and needed her, she was 
there.” 

flower_goblin commented, “I had to lie about everything 
growing up. My mother was so strict she tried to control 
everything from what music I listened to, to what friends I 
could have. Mistakes were not tolerated. Now I’m in my 30s 
and she doesn’t know me at all. I’m more of a distant 
acquaintance than a daughter.” 

albertasgenuinedraft commented, “This could have been 
written by me. The strictest parents raise the best liars.” 

kittyinasweater commented, “My dad always said to call him 
if we ever needed a ride, he didn’t care if we were f[**]ked 
up, he just wanted us to be safe. My sister utilized that; I 
never had to, but I was always glad to know I could if I 
needed to.” 

SJ_Barbarian commented: 

“My dad was a cop. There were times he busted up big house 
parties he didn’t know I was attending. My friends and I once 
ran 10 blocks when one of us spotted him walking towards 
the house, lol. 

“But when we were at a low-key party and a dude started 
waving a knife around threateningly because one of the girls 
wouldn’t sleep with him, bet your ass I called my dad. He 
was on duty and came screaming up in his patrol car along 
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with backup. True to his word, I didn’t get in trouble at all 
for drinking. He gave me enough money for all of the non-
assholes (five people) to go sober up at a 24-hour coffee 
shop.” 

3) Dr_Juian_Helisent wrote, “A good parent shouldn’t be 
afraid to apologize to their kid when they’re wrong.” 

P0sitive_Outlook commented:  

“My manager was momentarily irresponsible with a bit of 
machinery that I work with daily, and I told him that he 
shouldn’t use it the way he was trying to use it. He snapped 
back at me and said, ‘I’m the health and safety officer for 
this building so if I decide it’s okay, it’s okay’. I disagreed, 
and he said, ‘Then we’ll have to agree to disagree!’ I 
disagreed further and told him that I cannot let this argument 
end on us agreeing to disagree: He had to understand that if 
I’m not comfortable using equipment as it wasn’t intended 
— equipment that only he and I are qualified to use — 
I’m not going to use that equipment. 

“He was most upset. 

“Later, maybe after thirty minutes or so, after he’d left me to 
finish up on my own as I’d asked, he came back to my work 
station and without pausing or breaking the ice he said 
jumped straight to: ‘I need to apologize to you. You’re right. 
I should not ask you to [use equipment in a way other than 
intended] and I’m sorry for doing that.’ I told him I really 
appreciated that. I know he meant well — he was trying to 
save me some time — but either one of us could have lost a 
hand.”63 

 
63 Source: SaladSlayer00, “What’s something that every parent should 
tell their child?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4raval9>. 
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64. “What Embarrassing Flashback Do You Get the 
Most?” 

Paperbagprincess92 wrote this: 

“I’m grade 1, our class was doing a play and it was 
mandatory. Long story short: I had to dress up as a hot dog. 
It was so embarrassing and I can’t remember why, but that’s 
what the teacher chose as my part. The costume was so big 
and bulky and the part above my head kept bobbing back and 
forth. 

I had to wear it in front of the entire school! And of course 
the teacher and other parents were taking millions of pictures 
and ranting on about adorable I looked. It was so 
embarrassing that halfway through the play I ran off the 
stage and I literally ran home in my hot dog suit. (I lived a 
block away.) I remember sitting in the kitchen and crying in 
that hot dog costume.”64 

65. “Everyone Likes to Talk About How Smart Their 
Kid Is. How Dumb is Yours?” 

1) iwantbutter wrote, “My kid will stand there whining with 
a turd the size of a potato in his diaper slowly steaming off 
heat that has enough stench to starch your shirt. I’ll ask him 
if he pooped, and he will look at me and say ‘no’ in a way 
that is filled with ‘how dare you insinuate I have defecated’ 
overtones.” 

2) davidfarrierscat wrote, “My son doesn’t understand how 
existence works just yet. So when he refers to a time before 
he was born, he says, ‘Back when I was still dead’.” 

 
64 Source: angryandblack, “What embarrassing flashback do you get the 
most?” Reddit. AskWomen. 6 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y29zfxw4>. 
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GoodShark commented, “My daughter refers to everything 
that happened in the past as ‘yesterday’.” 

I_am_a_fern asked, “How old? Mine (almost three years 
old) refers to anything that didn’t happen today as 
‘tomorrow’, which is very confusing.” 

GoodShark replied, “Mine is two and a half years old, and 
the worst part is that she’s fairly well spoken. So when she’s 
saying something happened, I get confused wondering when 
this thing happened yesterday.” 

3) finzaz wrote, “Only minutes ago, having lunch with my 
kids; my four-year-old was complaining that the bread in his 
bagel was getting in the way of him eating the hole and could 
I cut the bread away.” 

4) Tamakazee wrote, “My Kid-V.1 made make-believe 
pancakes, then cried because Kid-V.2 stole one and ate it. I 
had to make-believe cook more to settle them down. Kid-
V.2 also broke Kid-V.1’s make-believe X-Box, while they 
were playing on a car trip. Lucky I know make-believe tech 
support, and fixed it.” 

5) himynameisjaked wrote, “When asked what he wanted to 
be when he grew up and why, he replied, ‘A race car, 
because then you get to ride in the back of a truck.’ (He’s a 
big Disney Cars fan.) Of all the cool stuff race cars can do, 
he wants to ride in a semi.” 

rellybellyjelly commented, “To be honest, when I was little 
I apparently wanted to be an ambulance. Not an EMT 
[Emergency Medical Technician] — the ambulance. When 
asked why, apparently I responded, ‘Because I’m good at 
being too loud’. It’s still one of my mom’s favorite stories of 
me when I was little.” 

6) casualblair wrote, “I have uttered the words, ‘Don’t lick 
the headlights.’” 
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protogens commented, “That’s right up there with, “Don’t 
put pussy willows in your ears, it doesn’t matter if they’re 
soft.’ This was followed up a week later by a visit to the 
doctor to … wait for it … remove a pussy willow from her 
ear.” 

7) DefiantJedi wrote, “My two-year-old refuses to swallow 
certain food items. Bananas, for example, or even string 
cheese. He will chew it until it is liquified mush and then go 
about his business with the mush in his mouth. He will try to 
talk around it, breathe around it, etc.” 

8) NeedsMoreTuba wrote this: 

“When my uncle was a kid, he bought my grandma an ice 
cream sandwich during lunch at school. He wrote her a cute 
little note (I think it was Mother’s Day?) and put the ice 
cream in his backpack for the rest of the afternoon. 

“He was devastated when he got home and realized it had 
melted and ruined everything in his backpack. 

“He gave my grandma a big sticky mess for Mother’s Day, 
and she loved it so much that I found that little note in her 
piano bench 50 years later. My grandma was THE BEST.” 

9) toddthedog1 wrote, “He loves pizza. As long as I tell him 
what we’re eating is pizza. He’ll eat it. Vegetables? Call it 
pizza. Chicken nuggets? Call it pizza. Literally anything. He 
screams, ‘Yay, pizza!’ And eats it. He’s two.” 

rames1208 commented, “My older sister used to do this 
when she was a kid, but with meat. Everything was chicken. 
At dinnertime my sister would ask, ‘What type of chicken is 
this?’ Mom would say ‘steak,’ and my sister would go 
“Mmm, I love steak chicken.’” 

IrishAengus wrote, “I tell my children, who have decided 
they don’t like fish, it’s chicken. Works every time.” 
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10) gyozaaa wrote this: 

“I play rock paper scissors with my daughter to make her 
finish her food. 

“Round 1: She throws rock, I throw scissors. ‘Yay, you won! 
You get to eat another spoonful!’ 

“Round 2: She throws paper, I throw scissors. ‘I win! You 
need to eat another spoonful!’ 

“She still doesn’t suspect a thing.” 

sirtwixzlert commented, “Piggybacking on Rock Paper 
Scissors, my daughter insists it’s Rock Paper Scissors 
SHOE. She is upset that no one will show her how to make 
the shoe sign.”65 

66. “What’s the Story Behind the Longest Solo Drive 
You’ve Ever Made?” 

jaelbass wrote, “The longest was moving. You want the 
dumbest? I drove eight hours to Louisiana for a steak and 
drove straight back after eating. So basically 16 hours 
straight for food.” 

ameliatries commented, “As a Louisianian, I NEED to know 
if that steakhouse was worth it.” 

jaelbass replied, “YES. I will gladly drive whatever distance 
to get to another Copeland’s. Like, I’m weird and super 
specific with the order, too. Whatever juice or sauce they 
cook it in, I need a vat of that with the steak. Whatever that 

 
65 Source: skkunx, “Everyone likes to talk about how smart their kid is; 
how dumb is yours?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4xt2uxf>. 
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stuff is, I think that’s the thing that made me drive 16 damn 
hours.”66 

67. “What is the Coolest Thing You have Done by 
Accident?” 

1) DonaTanner wrote this: 

“First bartending shift ever, picked up a bottle of fairly 
expensive liquor (Patron Añejo). Slipped from my hand, 
held out my foot to slow the fall of the bottle to lessen the 
spread of shattered glass, and the bottle ended up resting on 
my outstretched foot completely unharmed. 

“The one customer that was there (slow opening shift) saw 
the whole thing and freaked out, thinking I’ve been 
bartending for decades. I’ve never felt prouder of my 
reflexes.” 

2) wazzaman123 wrote this: 

“Accidentally did a full 360 in my car while driving down 
an icy road in the winter. 

“Nearly shat myself while watching the telephone pole 
getting closer, but I saved the spin and kept driving along 
like I meant to do it.” 

jakegyllenhulk commented, “Your comment reminded me 
of my spin out on a muddy road. Damn. I was seriously like, 
‘Well, I guess it’s my time.’ I lost control and spun out but 
ended up facing the same direction with no damage to me or 
the car. My dad was passenger and he lost his shit. Yelling 

 
66 Source: RabsInPlaid, “What’s the story behind the longest solo drive 
you’ve ever made?” Reddit. AskWomen. 7 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxmzajbw>. 
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at me about how we almost died. But all I could think about 
was that I am a badass driver with Vin Diesel-level skills.” 

3) HawaiianShirtsOR wrote this: 

“I scored a goal in a soccer game.  

“I’m lousy at sports. Always have been. But, in 7th grade, I 
signed up for a lunch break soccer tournament. As expected, 
I was awful. All I could do was run around and get in the 
way of the opposing team. 

“But one day, I was near the goal defended by the other team 
while nearly all the other players were heading back from 
the other end of the field. One of my teammates kicked the 
ball hard in my direction. 

“Someone yelled my name. I saw the ball. I put up my hands 
to block it, remembered that hands aren’t allowed in soccer, 
and ducked. The ball hit my head and bounced straight 
toward and into the goal, much to everyone’s utter 
amazement. 

“We won that game. I never played soccer again.” 

Valentines450140 commented, “That’s what you’re 
supposed to do when you peak. Retire!” 

Lowbacca1977 commented: 

“The best I can think of is also soccer. I played as goalie 
because  

1. I have issues with running,  

2. I’m not good at soccer, and  

3. I was way more okay with being hit with a soccer 
ball than most people 
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“One game (while I was playing weekly pick-up games in a 
quad for a couple years) I scored a goal because I was 
clearing the ball, it went the length of the field, and the other 
goalie missed it.” 

Note by David Bruce: Soccer is the USAmerican name for 
the rest of the world’s football. 

4) LakitaChattin wrote, “Waitressing in college I was 
carrying a huge tray of dirty dishes from the dining room to 
the kitchen down a little hallway. I slipped on some water, 
went down hard on my butt but managed to keep the tray 
perfectly level and didn’t spill a thing. It’s not a major 
achievement, but it kept me from having to clean for the next 
half hour.” 

Kevinl123 commented, “My sister once caught a full beer 
glass someone accidently knocked off a table. She did it in 
the most perfect swoosh and caught all the liquid that was 
already outside of the glass due to the momentum. She was 
the most surprised person at the table.” 

5) LunaticPity wrote this: 

“I stopped a lady at a crosswalk because her underwear was 
hanging out of the back of her skirt (due to a mistake in the 
bathroom maybe). She stepped back off the crosswalk, and 
about two seconds later a vehicle making a left turn at high 
speed smashed into parked cars right next to where she 
would have been standing. 

“She would have been dead.” 

bottleglitch commented, “That’s amazing! Good thing you 
weren’t too embarrassed to tell her about her skirt. A guy 
once told me my dress was stuck to my backpack and my 
underwear was visible, and I really appreciated it, AND he 
didn’t even also save my life.” 



 134 

 
6) ZGMK-XO9A wrote, “High school. I walked by two kids 
in the hallway. Kid 1 playfully threw water bottle at Kid 2’s 
back just as we passed each other. The bottle bounced off 
him and I caught it with my hand without looking or even 
turning my head, and I just had a blank nonchalant 
expression as I did that. I handed it back to them with a poker 
face, but I was actually losing my mind and felt like 
f[**]king Spiderman.” 

7) SassyGumsquatch wrote, “I accidentally caught an 
interception in high school and scored a touchdown. I was 
just as surprised to catch it as everyone else since I was just 
crossing over and the next thing I know I see the football 
flying over me. I instinctively reached up and caught it, and 
the only thing in my head at that point was ‘run,’ so I booked 
it and got a 60-yard touchdown.” 

8) cowsareprettylit wrote, “I had headphones on while 
walking downtown a busy street, and a kid almost hit me 
with his bike coming down the driveway, so I stopped it by 
grabbing the handle bars. The mom came running down the 
driveway, and I was thinking, ‘Oh, great, a Karen.’ After I 
took my headphones off, she thanked me in a panic for 
stopping her son from flying into the street as a car passed 
by. I never noticed it drive by.”67 

68. “What Are Some Brutal Insults that Don’t Require 
Swear Words?” 

1) elegantportmanteau wrote, “One of my favorites: You’re 
about as sharp as a bowling ball and twice as dense.” 

2) slightly_off_today wrote this: 

 
67 Source: NotGeorgeBush72, “What is the coolest thing you have done 
by accident?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y49r2kms>. 
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“It is clear that you have been educated beyond your 
intelligence. 

“Edit: Wow, this got some traction. I cannot take credit for 
this insult. I learned it from an old comedian named Jerry 
Clower.” 

3) anz_akc wrote, “If you were a spice, you would be flour.” 

4) TheNewHobbes wrote, “It’s my fault: I underestimated 
your stupidity.” 

5) Dutch_Midget wrote, “You are the human equivalent of a 
participation award.” 

MotownMama commented, “I once heard my dad say, ‘If 
you were any smarter, you’d be stupid’. That one always 
stuck with me.” 

YoPimpness commented, “I don’t have the time or the 
crayons to explain this to you.” 

forfar4 commented: 

“A very famous English football / soccer manager, Brian 
Clough (who had joking repartee and held his own with ‘The 
Louisville Lip’, aka Mohammed Ali) was known for 
haranguing players and extremely strong humiliation tactics. 
In one game, he went from the pitch at halftime and left his 
players worrying about his reaction to their conceding a 
couple of goals to the opposition. 

“He didn’t show up in the dressing room. 

“The players were concerned. How angry would he be? Who 
would be screamed at by this bull terrier of a manager? 

“Just before the team had to get back to the pitch, Clough 
stuck his head round the door, smiling, and said, ‘Don’t 
worry, lads! It’s my fault — I picked the wrong players for 
today’s match!’ 
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“One statement, insulting all of the players. 

“The team went back to the pitch, overturned the two-goal 
deficit, and won the game. 

“He was a genius in man management.” 

tgimondays commented, “My boss once said to me, ‘I’ve 
never seen someone make that mistake before.’” 

AussieEquity commented: 

“I’ve used, ‘I’m sorry. I overestimated your knowledge’ 
before.  

“The guy thanked me and said, ‘Finally you admit it was 
your fault; now you can get back to fixing the software.’ 

“So I told him to make a help desk call, as it’s their job, not 
mine (as an equal co-worker). I just fix the specific CAD 
software for other staff because I know more than HelpDesk 
(about this particular kit) and others ask nicely. 

“It took him a good 10 minutes thinking about my comment 
before he went and complained to the boss.” 

6) confused_chrononaut wrote, “If there was a contest for 
losers, you’d be second.” 

7) TheLoneleyPython wrote, “You’re not the dumbest 
person alive, but you better pray they don’t die.” 

8) middlename_redacted wrote: “If all the village idiots, 
from all the villages, left their villages, and made their own 
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village, of idiots. In that village, you would be the village 
idiot. — Lano & Woodley.”68 

69. “What’s the Strangest Thing You’ve Accidentally 
Walked in On?” 

Philieselphy wrote this: 

“My roommate had a bit of a mental breakdown. We were at 
the high pressure end of semester, she had stopped eating 
much and had lost a lot of weight. She was talking about 
dropping out even though she’d worked her whole life to get 
where we were. 

“So one day I come home from class and find her in the 
living room, tap dancing. I had to take a minute to register 
what I was even seeing. I’m like, ‘Hey … how are you 
feeling? Is that tap dancing you’re doing?’ It turns out her 
mom had come from another state to support her, and being 
a dance teacher, had taught her a tap dance to take her mind 
off things.”69 

70. “As a Parent or a Teacher, For What Did You Have 
to Punish a Child Even Though You Admired the Act 
Secretly?” 

1) Swedishpunsch wrote this: 

“My friend’s child was small for his age, but a top wrestler. 
A bully who had been pestering him walked past and 
knocked him down during change of classes. Friend’s child 

 
68 Source: Fublit, “What are some brutal insults that don’t require swear 
words?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxd6xxtw>. 
69 Source: EDS-Vibez, “What’s the strangest thing you’ve accidentally 
walked in on?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxd6xxtw>. 
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jumped up, chased him down, and pinned him. All of this 
was on security cameras. 

“Friend’s child had to go to in-school suspension. At home 
his punishment was quite mild.” 

wth233 commented, “A kid was harassing my son. I told my 
son that if it happens again, hit the kid back, and if he gets in 
trouble he gets ice cream after school. He hit back twice but 
the school knew the instigator hit him first so my son didn’t 
get in trouble but still got the ice cream.” 

Samurai-Pipotchi wrote this: 

“As much as I don’t condone violence, “‘Beat the bully’ is 
often a technique that stops them bullying you. 

“One guy bullied me constantly. One day he wouldn’t stop 
kicking me, so I grabbed his leg and threatened to snap it in 
half — with vicious determination in my eyes. Now, I had 
no intention of doing so, but it did stop him bullying me.” 

carmium commented, “I had a bully, older than me, who was 
looking for a chance to thump me. One day, in art class, he 
walked past me toward the big trough sink and ground his 
heel into my big toe. The same one I’d had ingrown toenail 
surgery on two day before. That was when I learned what 
seeing red means. I got up and stepped over to the sink 
calling him a few choice names, and booted him in the ass 
(good foot) so hard he almost went into the sink. The teacher 
pounced on us, but when I explained what had happened 
through pain-clenched teeth, the bully got sent to the office. 
I walked by him in the hall later and got the predictable 
‘After school, Carmium!’ but he never did a damn thing and 
left me alone after that.” 

2) eeyoremarie wrote this: 
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“Parent here: On the 3rd to the last day of school, my oldest 
finally got in a fight with the boy who had been picking on 
him all year. (There had been many notes, complaints and 
interactions involving the teacher, the counselor, the vice 
principal, but never the other parents.) ‘Fight’ is too 
generous of a word. My son managed to duck down, flip the 
boy over his back, and sat on him with the boy’s arms under 
his knees. 

“They wanted to suspend my son, but I straight out told the 
principal that if they suspended my son I would take him to 
Disneyland. 

“Instead he spent the last two days of school volunteering in 
the special-needs classroom, which he was excellent at.” 

RubberbandShooter joked:  

“‘If you suspend my son, I’m taking him to Disneyland.’ 

“Son begins to hunt bully for round 2.” 

3) SpicyAbsinthe wrote, “Nerdy kid in my class spent recess 
typing his notes / classwork into a document … and then sold 
the PDF to the rest of the class.” 

4) fairiestoldmeto wrote this: 

“I was the student. I was being bullied in our morning 
reception time (ten minutes for register is excessive and we 
were unsupervised. I was being grilled with explicit sexual 
questions by the other students and my form teacher refused 
to notice). So I took matters into my own hands and would 
arrive late every morning, I missed nothing except the 
bullying, but I was punished with an essay on Why I Was 
Late. So I eviscerated the idiocy of ten minutes of pointless 
sitting in as many ways as I could to pad out the word count. 
Obviously I didn’t mention the bullying, I knew from 
experience that it only got worse with teacher intervention. 
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The essay caused an uproar, and I was punished again for 
being disrespectful and made to write a new essay. This time 
I just complied to make them go away but didn’t stop being 
late. They made me canvass all the classes to get an 
approximation of daily lunch numbers for the cafeteria, and 
told me I could stop if I was on time for a week. I deliberately 
didn’t ever come on time as this was the PERFECT way to 
avoid the bullies. 

“The following year, I had advanced English classes with the 
deputy headmaster and he gleefully told me how much he’d 
enjoyed my first essay and how I could teach the teachers a 
thing or two about how to construct an essay. I wish I could 
remember if I ever did explain to him about the bullies.” 

5) CaptJanMan wrote this: 

“My perspective is that I was the one who was punished. 

“I was 15 and I cussed out one of my classmates quite loudly 
because he was talking shit about the girl I liked. My teacher 
came up behind me and said, ‘nice job … but I have to write 
you up for that.’ I talked with the teacher after class and she 
said she would have done the same thing if anyone talked 
badly about someone she liked, so she wasn’t mad at me, but 
she had to punish me because of school rules about 
swearing.” 

6) Davidzerowski wrote this: 

“My 11-year-old son was doing his online schooling and he 
had to do an internet safe worksheet. One of the questions 
asked what are three questions could you ask if a person 
asked to be friends online and you did not know them? 

“His answers were: Who are you? Why did you message? 
Can you far cough [f[**]k off] somewhere else? 
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“Yes, he submitted the document without me checking and 
I was called within an hour later with his teacher telling me 
that I need to supervise my kids work better and check before 
their submission, she revealed to me the joke my son wrote 
in his worksheet and I laughed. I would have agreed and tried 
to resolve this maturely, but she kept saying things like my 
son will end up dumb and at that point the inner pettiness 
locked deep within is brought up and I replied back to her to 
‘far cough’ with her opinion and hung up. 

“I lectured my son after I finished work not for what he wrote 
but for not letting me in on his joke before submission as I 
would have laughed with him. 

“Edit: We are now scrolling through memes and laughing 
together eating pizza.” 

7) Lasersandshit wrote, “My youngest is terrifyingly witty at 
only three years old. She was trying to give the neighbor’s 
horse a carrot. The horse stood there looking at her as she 
yelled, ‘Horseee, I have a carrot for you! Come here, horse.’ 
It turned and walked away from her. She stomped her foot, 
chucked the carrot into the weeds and then loudly says, 
‘F[**]K YOU THEN, HORSEEEE.’ I doubled over 
laughing, it was SO hard to tell her that was naughty.” 

8) Riyeko wrote this: 

“This is my favorite story to tell of my middle son when he 
was younger. 

“I’m at home, goofing off on the computer in between loads 
of laundry, dishes and doing normal mom stuff and watching 
my middle son and daughter (the latter of who was still 
crawling, in diapers and innocent). 

“So they’re innocently playing and we’ve turned on the TV 
to Blue’s Clues as all of my children loved watching the blue 
dog bounce around and whatnot. 
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“So Steve, the host, comes up to the screen / camera while 
he’s looking for clues in his kitchen. There’s obviously a 
huge paw print clue on the door of the fridge, right behind 
him, but he’s constantly asking the audience where the clue 
was. Dude asks like six times in under a minute. 

“My youngest son turns around from his toy cars, stands up, 
points at it, and screams at the top of his lungs, ‘It’s right 
there, you f[**]king idiot!’ in the most exasperated tone of 
voice. 

“Queue me saying his name sharply and slightly loud, ‘We 
don’t say those words, young man.’ And then me walking 
back into the bedroom to cover up my hilarity.” 

9) widdrjb wrote this: 

“Not a bullying one: When my daughter was 15, she went to 
a party at a friend’s whose mother was frankly an idiot. 
There was booze, and not just a bit of wine or beer. Daughter 
wound up playing and winning a drinking game, getting 
through a whole bottle of vodka. When we got her home, she 
faceplanted the stairs, ate a chunk of soap to help her throw 
up, threw up on the kitchen floor, ate frozen pizza because 
she was now hungry, and fell asleep. We put her in the 
recovery position, and my wife sat up to make sure she didn’t 
choke. 

“Of course, she was grounded for a month, no internet, 
phone or TV, just homework, chores, and bed. But what 
magnificent debauchery in one so young!”70 

71. “What’s the Most Wrong You’ve Ever Been?” 

 
70 Source: karnalavalesh, “As a parent or a teacher, for what did you have 
to punish a child even though you admired the act secretly?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 8 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y66uc8nr>. 
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1) froglover215 wrote, “In 7th grade US history, the teacher 
said that sideburns were named for General Burnsides. Well, 
that was the stupidest thing I’d ever heard and I spoke up and 
said there was no way that was true. The teacher excused me 
to go to the library to research it while the rest of the class 
watched a documentary. I spent maybe 20 minutes 
researching it before I found out that it is true. I walked back 
to my class, ready to admit my error, and right as I walked 
in, the documentary said, ‘and sideburns were named for 
General Burnsides,’ and everyone laughed at me.” 

jonnygreen22 commented, “I had a taxi driver screech to a 
halt in front of the airport where I was sitting one time and 
he put his head out the window and actually yelled at me, 
‘MAN, I HAVEN’T SEEN SIDEBURNS LIKE THAT 
SINCE THE 70’S!’ And it was that day I shaved my 
sideburns off.” 

2) hox_blastien wrote this: 

“Elementary school taught me that a sperm meets the egg 
and then a baby happens, but never how the sperm got to the 
egg. So my imagination said that when a man and woman 
wanted a baby, they went into a dark room together, held 
hands, and meditated, and then the sperm went from his heart 
down his arm then up through her arm to her heart where the 
egg obviously was. And that’s how babies happened! 

“And then for the rest of grade 8, I was afraid of being in a 
room with a girl alone in case I accidentally touched her hand 
and got her pregnant.” 

3) Based_YEET_boi wrote this: 

“In my senior year in high school, I got in an argument with 
my teacher in front of the entire class on whether puppies 
had umbilical cords. Of course she said they did, but the 
night before I had seen on the Discovery Channel someone 
saying they did not. The show I had watched said puppies 
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couldn’t have umbilical cords because they would get 
tangled up with so many pups in a litter. I fought my teacher 
until she looked it up and proved me wrong. The show I 
based my entire argument on — Tickle, which was a reality 
tv show following the life of a moonshiner named Tickle. 
The man himself had stated the ‘fact’ in a drunken rambling 
before the show cut to commercial. 

“Moral of the story: Check your source, gents.”71 

72. “What is the Best Experience You had in Your Life?” 

1) janepatticynmo wrote, “Christmas mornings with my 
daughter. Every year is amazing. Seeing the joy and magic 
in her eyes when she looks at what Santa brought her. And 
the warm, happy feelings when we all open our gifts to each 
other, there is nothing better. I used to think being a kid on 
Christmas morning was the best, but it turns out it’s being a 
parent on Christmas morning.” 

2) derphighbury wrote, “I’ve dated only three women in my 
life, one of them was probably the most toxic and terrible 
person I’ve ever met in my life. But the eight months I spent 
with her were, strangely enough, the best days of my life.” 

3) Sithrandil wrote, “That would be the first time I organized 
and held an entertainment event in my home city. The six 
months leading up to that event’s weekend were some of the 
most stressful times in my life. Then during the event, I was 
working non-stop dealing with problems and questions. On 
the last day, after everything was shut down and cleaned up, 
I went back to the hotel with my business partner. When we 
walked in, there was a group of our staff members and 
friends waiting for us at the bar and we were met with 

 
71 Source: Vindepin, “What’s the most wrong you’ve ever been?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 8 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5tj5twp>. 
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applause. That moment is the most exhilarating moment I’ve 
experienced so far. I immediately relaxed and felt a flood of 
pride, relief, and happiness.” 

4) shrekislovenlife wrote, “I’m a 23-year-old female, and I 
once was standing at the train station waiting for my train 
when I noticed an older man STARING at me. Like, 
STARING. Eventually he approached me and told me that 
50 years ago, he met a woman at the exact same spot looking 
like me, small and blonde. She asked him for directions and 
he told her he can show her, since he needs to go to the same 
spot. They ended up having coffee. He told me they 
eventually got married and had three kids. He said he’s sorry 
for staring at me like this, but I reminded him so much of his 
now deceased wife whom he misses her a lot. He told me to 
have a good life and enjoy every moment because time 
passes quickly. And then we said goodbye and he left. One 
of my favorite memories ever.” 

JelenaOFC commented, “Well, this is so great. I see why it 
is your favorite. And that good feeling when you remind 
someone of someone who was very important to their life .” 

shrekislovenlife replied, “Yeah, honestly it was super 
flattering that I could bring him back to the moment he first 
met her. It was so nice that a stranger shared something so 
personal with me and gave me such beautiful life advice. I 
hope he’s doing good.”72 

73. “Women of Reddit, What are Some Pet Peeves that 
You Have with Your Pet?” 

1) PoppPancakes wrote this: 

 
72 Source: JelenaOFC, “What is the best experience you had in your 
life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y3r5stqz>. 
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“Cat 1: She will ‘hide’ behind something and meow until I 
come and find her, even if she’s literally two feet away from 
me. 

“Cat 2: He responds to Cat 1’s name and his own nickname, 
but not his actual name.” 

2) peppermind wrote, “My cat’s utter insistence that 4:32 am 
is when she needs to be cuddled and petted and spoiled or 
she will die. I can be sound asleep and she will jump on the 
bed, pull the blankets from my face, and sing the song of her 
people until she gets what she wants. It’s a good thing she’s 
so cute.” 

3) ohno_spaghetti_o wrote, “He meows at me when he is 
going to go for a poop. He doesn’t want or need anything; 
it’s just a ‘I AM GOING TO USE THE LITTER BOX 
NOW!’ When I am sleeping. he will come right up to me and 
meow it in my ear at full volume. I don’t need to know that, 
Mowgli!” 

jebac_keve3 commented, “I read somewhere that pooping is 
a vulnerable moment so they need you to look out for 
predators. That’s also the reason they like to watch us on the 
toilet, to return the favor. I don’t know if it’s true, though.” 

4) PatulousEustachian wrote this: 

“Cat 1 loves to eat grass and hork it up in inconvenient 
places. 

“Cat 2 reliably starts knocking things off surfaces if you 
don’t feed her quickly enough. 

“Edited to add: Anytime I start singing they both come 
running and meow at me / climb on me / claw me until I 
stop.” 

5) ElliePond wrote this: 
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“Cat #1 needs to eat Special Food™ but he does not like his 
Special Food; he wants Cat #2’s Tasty Food. Cat #2 wants 
all the food. So at every meal time, Cat #1 abandons his own 
food to be sneaky and steal the Tasty Food. Meanwhile, Cat 
#2 has scarfed down his own food and scuttles over to the 
unguarded Special food. In the end, Cat #1 yells at me 
pitifully while Cat #2 takes a nap to digest. 

“Also, Cat #1 steals all my bobby pins while Cat #2 steals 
all my hair bands. They like to deposit them in the bathtub.” 

6) gatherallthemtg wrote this: 

“Cat #1 nibbles on our legs when she wants food (which is 
frequently). 

“Cat #2 takes forever to eat her food, so I have to sit between 
the two of them during feeding time so Cat #1 doesn’t shove 
Cat #2 out of the way and eat her food.” 

7) deets19 wrote this: 

“My apartment has more cat beds than cats, but at least once 
per day, they have a yowling dispute because they both want 
to sleep in the same one. With quarantine this is always 
conveniently timed for when I’m on a work call. 

“Also one cat has taught herself to open the closet doors and 
occasionally I’ll catch the movement out of the corner of my 
eye and think it’s a home invasion. I swear she does it just to 
f[**]k with me.”73 

74. “What’s the Most Beautiful Thing You’ve Ever 
Seen?” 

 
73 Source: urbanog_com, “Women of reddit, what are your some pet 
peeves that you have with your pet?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 September 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3ls67rc>. 
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1) notthatgreatdane wrote this: 

“We had a kid in a daycare I was working in. His home life 
wasn’t great: Mom didn’t have a lot of resources mentally, 
and big brother had some serious issues. 

“He was a wonderful little boy, though. Very emotional but 
super sweet. He was a little behind developmentally and we 
were reaching a point where we were concerned about some 
of the milestones he wasn’t reaching, including walking. 
One day I was alone in a room with him and a couple of other 
kids. He was the oldest there; the two others were barely 
even crawling. He had been standing up occasionally for a 
while and he was doing just that when he suddenly started 
taking steps towards me. As soon as he realised what he was 
doing, his face just lit up and he walked the couple of metres 
into my arms. The look on his face is the most beautiful thing 
I’ve seen.” 

2) LadyLikesSpiders wrote this: 

“Hard to say. I’m tempted to answer my partner’s face after 
he was out of town, but that’s too sappy, even if true. 

“Around this time last year, I flew to Washington state and 
stayed with a friend. I’m from Florida, so any geographic 
elevation is already crazy to me. So my friend is driving, I’m 
in the passenger seat, and I see the silhouette of mountains 
in the distance. I ask him which one of those is Mt. Rainier. 
He says I’ll know it when I see it. We get on an overpass, 
and I look to my right and see this imposing monolith rising 
from the distant mountain cutouts. It had volume and 
presence, and it was capped in snow. 

“That wasn’t the most beautiful sight. When I was getting on 
the flight back, the plane flew right by the mountain. This 
majestic grey and white island in a sea of clouds, so close I 
felt I could touch it. I cried. 
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“I’ve also been in the forests of the Appalachian mountains 
and ridden through mountainside roads in Brazil. Some of 
those vistas, man, they just hit. 

“I guess the most beautiful thing I’ve seen is nature itself.”74 

75. “What is a Trivial Decision that Changed Your Life 
Forever?” 

1) Dinoduck94 wrote, “I got kicked in the balls by a bully, 
and we got into a fight. We were taken to the principal’s 
office to make up — we actually became friends after that. 
Years later, his dad offered me a job at his engineering 
company, where I started sweeping floors. I’m now an 
Electrical Design Engineer; I wouldn’t have met my wife if 
I didn’t have this job either, so I owe a lot to a kick in the 
balls.” 

2) dottmatrix wrote this: 

“I decided to wait at least 15 minutes before having my first 
cigarette of the day, on a day when I was really hung over, 
so I wouldn’t have to deal with the people scheduled to be 
arriving. 

“The urge passed and I didn’t even remember until over four 
hours later, at which point it would have messed up my 
schedule to have one. I decided to hold off until the drive to 
work in the morning. 

“I didn’t feel like I needed to smoke first thing, waited an 
hour, felt the same, waited another hour and a half, still 
didn’t feel any need. I decided to see how long I could go … 
and that’s how I quit smoking after 16 years. 

 
74 Source: anonyak, “What’s the most beautiful thing you’ve ever seen?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 13 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2rhwuza>. 
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“(To be fair I had cut down to three cigarettes per day prior 
to this event; it wasn’t cold turkey.)” 

robotmonketshark commented, “A coworker of mine was a 
smoker for decades and then one day he was on a business 
trip and realized he forgot his cigarettes. Instead of stopping 
to buy a back, he just decided to wait until he got home. It 
was only a day trip. He then realized he didn’t have any 
craving for them and had just been smoking out of habit all 
this time. He hasn’t smoked again since and that was about 
eight years ago. Once he started, he just never bothered 
trying to stop because he heard it was so hard.” 

poopellar commented, “This is new. The only ‘quit smoking’ 
stories I’ve heard are the ones where one struggles 
immensely against the urge. But I do know people who 
smoke just for the heck of it and aren’t really addicted. Like 
in my previous job a colleague would take a smoke break 
just because he wants to get out of the office — he wasn’t 
really into smoking. He wouldn’t smoke if we hung out after 
work.” 

3) CoolHandRK1 wrote this: 

“I bought a bottle of Mountain Dew one night on my way 
home from work because I was exhausted but still had things 
to do at home that night. Normally I would just drive straight 
home and not stop unless I needed gas or something, but this 
night I stopped and bought a soda. 

“I then forgot the soda in my car when I got home. The next 
night driving home from work I stop at a red light and as the 
car comes to a stop the bottle rolls out from under the seat 
and hits my foot. I put the car in park and reach down to 
recover the bottle. While I do this the light turns green, but I 
am still in park and bent over on the floor. The car behind 
me honks and I sit up and put the car in drive. Just as I take 
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my foot off the brake a F250 doing about 50 runs the red 
light and flies through the intersection just in front of me. 

“I still to this day believe that bottle of Mountain Dew saved 
my life.” 

poopellar joked: 

“Death: ‘It’s time to go.’ 

“Mountain Dew: ‘Not today, Bitch!’” 

4) Clode02 wrote, “Buying Celeste. Might seem childish, a 
videogame cannot change one’s life all that much, right? To 
me the story of Celeste hit so hard, I felt more and more 
exposed with every line of dialogue (for those who don’t 
know, Celeste is a game about a girl who decides to climb a 
mountain to escape from her boring life, and finds herself 
fighting against her fear and anxiety, to finally come to 
understand and accept it as part of herself). I came to terms 
with my own anxieties while the protagonist came to terms 
with hers. This game made me get more secure about myself 
than any speech anyone could’ve ever told me, and through 
the extremely high difficulty of its platforming challenges it 
taught me the importance of persevering to reach a goal, to 
never give up on anything one considers to be worth fighting 
for. You might think I’m just praising a game I liked, but I 
know for sure that without it I would still be the very anxious 
introvert I was a couple years ago. I’m still pretty much of 
an introvert, you can’t become a completely different person 
in a matter of 10 hours of gameplay, but I feel more 
comfortable talking to people and even managed to get more 
than five friends at once (shocking, I know, Mr. Popularity 
over here), which to me means a lot, I finally got out of my 
solitude shell, and it feels very nice not being afraid of 
meeting someone new.” 

5) PuppyBreath wrote this: 
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“I got a very basic ‘flock of birds’ silhouette tattoo. It was 
my first tattoo, and it’s not a particularly good one. But I got 
addicted. Not only that, I also used tattoos as a distraction 
from emotional pain. (I’m not saying it’s healthy, but it’s a 
good distraction.) 

“I was going through a divorce at the time. I ended up 
becoming really great friends with everyone who worked at 
the tattoo shop. I ‘worked’ there, too; I helped when I could 
and I got paid in tattoos sometimes, but usually I was just 
happy to be there. They were a great support during and after 
my divorce, and also after I was raped. 

“All the tattooers working there were people I could leave 
my kid with and she’d come out even funnier and wittier. 
One time I was having a touch-up done, and a couple of the 
guys brought her to eat lunch with them, and they tried to 
teach her how to burp the alphabet. She’s 13 now, and 
having been exposed to one of the subcultures young, she 
never judges people on the way they look. 

“During my time ‘working’ there, I ended up even going on 
vacations with them to one of the biggest tattoo conventions 
as an ‘assistant’ for the shop. We’d go out drinking, and one 
of them was very protective like a big brother, often making 
sure they didn’t lose me. They’d bring me home if I had too 
much to drink, and never took advantage of the situation. To 
this day I still meet up with my friends here and there for 
lunch. Just the other day I saw one of them with his six-
month-old baby.”75 

76. “What’s the Best Non-Sexual Feeling Ever?” 

 
75 Source: check009, “What is a trivial decision that changed your life 
forever?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4lxodrf>. 
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1) newtonroc wrote, “Farting after holding it in for so long.” 

leighona_simone commented: 

“When we were first dating, my husband would open the car 
door for me (he still does) and I always thought that was so 
nice. Turns out he was taking that opportunity to blow farts 
all the way around the car so he wouldn’t fart in front of me. 

“I thought that was cute. We fart next to each other now.” 

2) MistressMercury wrote, “Taking off your bra.” 

leighona_simone commented, “I’ve been working from 
home and I’ll usually get ready in the morning and put on a 
bra because I’m used to it. Then at about 2:30 I go, ‘Why the 
f[**]k did I put that on?’ And I take it off. There’s a pile of 
at least three bras next to my desk.” 

glittermouton commented, “I bought a few ‘comfy’ bras to 
wear for work (from home) just to give my clothing some 
level of formality. I can’t work properly if I’m in ‘after-
work’ comfort!” 

3) wuapinmon wrote, “My wife made me a blanket as a gift 
when we were dating. It was a tie quilt, and I remember 
getting back to my dorm and standing on the balcony with it 
wrapped around me, knowing that she loved me and that I 
wanted to spend my life with her (and she me). I asked her 
to marry me about 10 days later. That was 23 years ago.” 

zindosis commented, “That’s wholesome. My girlfriend just 
steals my blanket.”76 

 
76 Source: Mu4everhad1, “What’s the best non-sexual feeling ever?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 13 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2kwpx3m>. 
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77. “When was the Last Time You Got Out-Brained by 
an Inanimate Object?” 

1) Lightofthe3Silmarils wrote, “Got a ‘not so fast’ from my 
door knob in my belt loop.” 

FormalMango commented: 

“When I was in high school, I was chatting to my crush in 
the school carpark. I tried to do a casual slide into the driver’s 
seat, and caught the loop of my school pants on the inside of 
the car door. 

“My crush was still standing there, staring at me, while I was 
hanging half in/half out of the car, trying to not make it seem 
like I was stuck. So I waved, pretended to check my 
backpack for something, grabbed the first CD I found and 
threw it at him with a ‘you should listen to this!’ While he 
was distracted dodging a flying CD, reefed my pants free and 
tore a massive hole in them, slammed the car door and peeled 
out of the carpark. 

“He never spoke to me again, and I never got my Ricky 
Martin CD back.” 

Jack_Rickle commented, “When my dad was in college ,his 
friend was talking to a girl he (the friend, not my dad) had a 
crush on and he stepped into a wastepaper basket while they 
were walking out of class. He tried to play it off by just 
continuing to walk with her, all while wearing a trash can as 
a boot.” 

FormalMango commented, “The things you do for young 
love!” 

theMeatMunster commented, “My grandpa told me this 
story about when he was in high school. He was walking to 
his car holding his books and as he approached, he saw some 
girls nearby and decided it would look really cool if he spit 
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over his shoulder as he was throwing his books in his 
backseat. So he got to his car and opened the door and 
promptly spit in his backseat and threw his books over his 
shoulder.” 

2) jonfoolery1982 wrote: “This happens daily: The table at 
work is constantly trying to undress me.” 

3) buffalowonderpole wrote, “I tried to put a letter in one of 
those blue public mailboxes and I stood there like an idiot 
for like ten minutes because I couldn’t find where the letter 
goes.” 

superfiendyt commented: 

“Sometime in the 90s my brother and I were out running 
errands. He was like 11 or 12. I parked in front of a store and 
asked him to drop a letter in one of those blue postal boxes. 
He wanders up to it and can’t figure out how to open it. He’s 
looking over the top, on the sides, front and back. I’m in the 
car thinking, ‘Wtf [What the f[**]k]’ is he doing?’ 

“Then this little five- or six-year-old boy walks up to it with 
a letter in his hand. He looks at my brother like, ‘You must 
be an idiot,’ before dropping his mail in and walking away. 

“We still laugh about it.”77 

78. “How Did You Meet Your Best Friend?” 

1) bacon-patrol wrote this: 

“I have several [best friends? stories about my best friend?]. 

 
77 Source: ItIsSunnyT, “When was the last time you got out-brained by 
an inanimate object?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxp7vh6z>. 
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“First, one we punched each other in the faces in 1st grade 
and been good pals since (he also saved my ass from 
countless fights). 

“Next, we bonded over books and were nerds together in 3rd 
grade. (We vibe and talk about the old days now.) 

“Next, I had a crush on their [his?] identical sister for a while 
and we made jokes about it. (They used me as a blanket for 
a school trip because I accidentally fell asleep on the bus.) 

“Next, people kept mistaking us as twin brothers so we just 
started rolling with it. (Every time we see each other, we yell 
in incomprehensible accents and hug.) 

“Recently, I made fun of his truck and he made fun of my 
car, and now we do dumb sh[*]t together with cars. (I do 
80% of the work because I know more about the cars, but he 
is stronger and can get it done.)” 

2) DaughterEarth wrote this: 

“We were in the same class in grade 7. I liked making up 
fantasies and pretending they were real, and she went along 
with it. Most people bullied me for being a weird-as-f[**]k 
kid but she was totally down. The day we became friends, 
there was some broken glass near the school and we decided 
they were diamonds we could sell so we could travel the 
world in a hot air balloon. 

“Now we’re in our 30s. I’m gonna go over to her place 
tonight so we can snuggle, watch dumb movies, and get wine 
drunk while I cry about my breakup. 

“Chosen family <3.” 

3) xObscenex wrote, “Met her through my fiancé’s friend. 
The four of us went out drinking, she and I started chatting, 
having a right laugh, and during my fiancé’s birthday house 
party, I proposed to her with a silly plastic ring that I had 
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picked up to do gift bags with. Now she’s my waifu, and I’m 
her wifee. (My fiancé and I are totally mature enough to have 
house parties with gift bags like we’re kids again. His mates 
found it funny, too, and they enjoyed them!)” 

Notes by David Bruce: 

According to the Urban Dictionary, a wifee is “A serious 
girlfriend, but not an actual wife.” 

According to the Urban Dictionary, “Waifu is a joke word 
that anime fans call fictional female characters that they love 
and would marry if they were real.”78 

79. “What Interaction with a Celebrity Really Changed 
Your View on Celebrities in General?” 

1) victiriamour wrote, “When Ivan Moody [lead vocalist of 
heavy metal band Five Finger Death Punch] pulled me out 
of a rough mosh pit during a show, it made me realize that 
not all celebrities are narcissistic people who care only about 
themselves.” 

2) Usidore_ wrote, “I met [English entertainer] Stephen 
Merchant backstage after his standup show. The word I 
would use to describe him would be ‘unflappable’. He gives 
off a pretty awkward vibe, but he’s very quick on the mark 
and even when meeting me (I’m a dwarf, and most people 
don’t really know how to act around me), he didn’t hesitate, 
and while joking around he used my head as a writing 
surface to sign my ticket. I loved how he didn’t walk on 
eggshells around me, and just went for that. I imagine him 
spending time with [English entertainer] Warwick Davis 
[3’6”] would desensitise him to the novelty of it. Cool guy.” 

 
78 Source: BoredGuy11011, “How did you meet your best friend?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 14 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5rdcx2d>. 
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3) de__profundis wrote, “I once sat next to a famous French 
actor / humorist on a Ryanair flight. I actually said to him 
that I didn’t think celebrities flew Ryanair. He was super 
nice and humble to the point where he showed me pics on 
his phone and chatted with me the whole trip, insisted on 
getting me some snacks or a drink while on the plane, and 
waited with me and helped me with my luggage once we 
landed.” 

4) HueyLewisAndTheShoes wrote this: 

“Stanley Tucci paid me $50 to carry his bags from a ferry 
dock to the house he was renting. 

“I had no idea who Stanley Tucci was but was given the 
heads up that someone famous was coming in at some point 
that day. 

“Didn’t recognise anyone and even after the tip didn’t put 
two and two together. Guy just seemed like a rich guy with 
a nice family. 

“All in all, would definitely carry his bags again. 

“Kind of makes you realise that celebrities are only 
celebrities if you want them to be.” 

5) DeathByPolka wrote, “The greatest bass player of all 
time, Victor Wooten, waited outside a venue after his show 
with my friends and me for an hour when we were 14 
because our ride was late to pick us up. There’s more to the 
story, but suffice to say he was one of the kindest, most down 
to earth folks I’ve met in my life. Didn’t change my 
perception on celebrities in general, because I’ve met some 
real [*]ssh[*]le musicians as well ([name censored], I’m 
lookin’ at you), but it taught me that no matter who you are, 
you’re never too important to show kindness to strangers.” 

6) ViaNocturna664 wrote this: 
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“All the ‘celebrities’ I’m interested in are musicians, and 
they’re all down to earth and willing to talk with fans. Keep 
in mind that I’m a metalhead so I meet people from bands 
unknown to the big public — it’s not that I walk up to Lady 
Gaga and chat with her or something. 

“Other famous people I’ve met … 

“Madds Mikkelsen, totally bumped randomly into him while 
I was a tourist in Denmark and I was busy taking pictures in 
Copenhagen. For the sheer surprise I just told him, ‘Hey, 
man, you’re awesome!’ giving a thumb up, he replied the 
gesture with a smile. 

“Barbara Berlusconi, she might not be that famous on 
herself, but she’s one of the daughters of Silvio Berlusconi. 
At the time she was involved with AC Milan, the football 
club, and she was at the presentation of the team. She was 
super friendly and not stuck up at all; however, while I 
innocently and barely touched her back to take a selfie, a 
bodyguard took my hand immediately away from her. She 
didn’t seem to mind or even notice at all. Definitely not a 
‘my father is one of the richest and most powerful men in 
Italy, so how dare you, peasant, even look at me without 
kneeling’ vibe at all — just a kind and easy-going girl.” 

7) swallowyoursadness wrote, “I experienced what it feels 
like to be star struck. I always thought of it as just being 
elated and exited to meet that person, but it’s not. I couldn’t 
speak — I just stood there, star struck. It was [English 
illusionist] Derren Brown whom I met, backstage at one of 
his shows. He’s not even that famous, but I adored him at the 
time. He shook my hand and kissed me on the cheek, but I 
just couldn’t talk. So it changed my opinion on what it’s 
really like to meet a celebrity. My boyfriend, on the other 
hand, wouldn’t shut up about how he wanted to work with 
him and be his apprentice.” 
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8) Loose-Professional34 wrote this: 

“I worked as an event waiter and barman for a couple of 
years, and about 50-70% of events had at least one or more 
famous person there. You kind of learn that some are very 
courteous and speak to you like a human being, while others 
treat you like you’re either an inanimate object, or totally 
invisible. It varies by what industry they come from, but 
some who are used to being wined and dined just don’t 
acknowledge the ‘help’ — if you’re going around topping 
up champagne, a few people will just hold their glass out 
without breaking stride from speaking to someone. 

“A fairly well known actor was at an event I was working, 
and I liked some of the stuff he’s been in — he seemed pretty 
down to earth in interviews and stuff, so I thought it may be 
the case here. I was doing the rounds with champagne, and 
saw an arm shoot out in front of me, holding a glass, and it 
was attached to him. He wasn’t even looking in my direction, 
and I was already pretty fed up with this kind of thing, so I 
poured out the champagne, expecting him to say ‘thanks’ or 
something, but he never did, so I continued pouring it until 
some spilt out. He just gave me a death glare, and I mumbled. 
‘You didn’t say when,’ and went on my way. 

“It was dickish on my part, but like I said, people in a certain 
position don’t acknowledge your existence, to the point 
where a basic ‘thanks’ isn’t there. It was actually the less 
famous, but still wealthy people who were either quite 
entitled, or outright rude to people. The celebrities were a bit 
of a mixed bag between seeming completely normal, very 
charming, or quite arrogant.”79 

 
79 Source: TGAMER7, “What interaction with a celebrity really changed 
your view on celebrities in general?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 September 
2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y2l75gun>. 
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80. “What is Your Pet’s Name and Why Did You Name 
Them That?” 

1) TerpinOne wrote, “Koda (Sioux for ‘companion’). He 
was already named this when I adopted him. It turned out to 
be the perfect name because my husband is deaf and in the 
Deaf community, KODA means ‘Kid of Deaf Adult’.” 

2) Meteorite_Traps wrote, “Mango the golden retriever, I 
read Mango on a piece of paper (the actual text was 
Maximillian) So just because I can’t read like a normal 
person, we now have a dog named after a fruit.” 

3) wildair wrote, “I named my pup Sassy because of the 
great nicknames: Sassafras, Sasquatch, David Sasselhof, 
Sarsaparilla. Turns out we call her Gassy more than anything 
else. :/” 

4) klodagh wrote, “Korv, it’s Swedish for sausage; you can 
guess what breed he is.” 

5) Wallyballs25 wrote, “Her name is Dobby (French 
bulldog) because she has no master.” 

Note by David Bruce: Dobby, an elf in the Harry Potter 
books, acquires his freedom and so has no master.80 

  

 
80 Source: daneil-martinez, “What is your pets name and why did you 
name them that?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 September 2020 
https://tinyurl.com/yy2f7hs2>. 
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Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “What’s a Great Memory You Have with Your 
Grandparents?” 

1) joycesayshi wrote this: 

“My grandmother used to pick me up from school every 
Tuesday when I was young. Every Tuesday I asked her to 
watch Titanic with me and she always watched it with me. I 
would rest my head on her legs and then she scratched my 
back. 

“God, I miss her.” 

2) reagan92 wrote this: 

“One Thanksgiving, my dad and uncle were talking sh[*]t 
about the family football game. 

“My grandmother got sick of it, dumped a bag of flour on 
my dad’s head, and then made him go find a store that was 
open to get more flour, or no one would get pie for dessert. 

“This was like … six-seven years ago? I was in my 20s for 
sure.” 

3) zzzDani wrote this: 

“I don’t have many memories of one of my grandfathers 
because he passed away while I was young, but what I do 
remember makes me smile. 

“I spent the night at my grandparents’ house and my 
grandpa, a nature lover, was trying to wake me up early to 
see hummingbirds outside his window. I pretended I 
couldn’t hear him because I wanted to sleep. He put on 
music, scooped me up and started dancing around the room 
with me so I couldn’t help but laugh and then admit I was 
awake.” 
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4) toxik0n wrote, “My granny was an amazing oil painter, 
and my cousins and I would go over to her house for oil 
painting afternoons when we were kids. She’d put on 
classical music and set up a still-life for us to paint. We’d 
also get to have bowls of cereal with ice cream and sprinkles 
instead of milk. She was pretty awesome.” 

5) notthatjaded wrote this: 

“So I was a kid and at the time my grandparents on my 
mom’s side of the family had a second house on a lake (that 
makes it sound fancier than it was but anyway). It was just 
my papa and I, and we were sitting down on the dock fishing 
together and I was probably driving him nuts with not being 
able to just sit and be quiet the whole time though he didn’t 
show it. Anyway, at some point I remember I was really 
concerned that it was mostly cloudy and I kept asking him if 
he thought it was going to rain, and he pointed out a patch of 
blue we could see in the sky and said something to the effect 
of, ‘If there’s enough blue for a pair of blue jeans, then it’s 
gonna be a nice day.’ 

“So now whenever it’s kinda cloudy, but I can still find a 
patch of blue, I think of him and smile. :) 

“And another, with my Mimi. It was June or July and I really, 
really, really wanted it to be Christmas and I guess somehow 
I had heard (probably on some TV show) about people doing 
‘Christmas in July’ or something to that effect, so I begged 
her to let us do that together. So she went out and cut some 
holly branches off a bush in the backyard to make a ‘tree’ in 
a pot with and we popped some popcorn for a garland and 
she let me pick out some random knickknacks in the house 
to wrap as ‘presents’ to give one another and we made hot 
chocolate and had our little ‘Christmas’ together.” 

6) whatkatiedidx wrote, “My parents are divorced, so I’d 
spend Christmas Eve with my dad’s side of the family, 



 164 

 
usually at my grandparents’ house. My Pap Pap used to help 
me ‘snoop’ for my Christmas presents. My grandma would 
wrap them and keep them back in the spare bedroom, then 
when we’d leave for church, my Pap Pap would move them 
under the tree. So one year, he was helping me snoop and we 
found them. He convinced me to tear open the corner of one 
of them so I did just enough to see what it was. I can’t even 
remember the gift now, but I remember being so excited. 
Then he told me to go ask my grandma for some tape so that 
we could tape it back up. She gave me a big roll of packing 
tape instead of regular gift wrapping tape so it was super 
obvious that we already opened it lol. My grandma 
pretended not to notice, but I so clearly remember the 
annoyed-but-not-really look she gave to my Pap Pap and his 
shit-eating grin when it was time to actually open presents. I 
still laugh when I think about it.” 

7) emsaut wrote, “My grandmother lived in the mountains 
and on the drive up there was this stretch of road that had a 
really pronounced dip so my grandma would gun it through 
there. It was like a mini rollercoaster. Sadly after a while the 
state paved through that area for ‘safety reasons’. Lame.” 

8) shinkouhyou wrote, “My grandfather became obsessed 
with gardening after he retired, but the squirrels kept 
nibbling his vegetables. Of course he was too soft-hearted to 
hurt them, and his lazy old cat wasn’t much of a threat either. 
So we’d set up traps, catch several squirrels, and release 
them at the park down the street (or better yet, we’d sneakily 
release them in the garden of a neighbor he didn’t like). Of 
course they came right back for the free vegetable and peanut 
buffet inside the traps, and we’d catch the same fat squirrels 
again the next day.” 

9) calzonealicious wrote this: 

“One year we were playing some dumb game that was a 
version of Would You Rather. My brother or cousin said, 
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‘Would you rather keep playing this game or hit yourself in 
the head with a hammer.’ And my late-80s grandfather, who 
was nearly deaf, turned to them and said, ‘I’ll go get the 
hammer.’ 

“On another Christmas with my other side of the family, we 
were decorating gingerbread cookies and that grandfather 
made sure to decorate his cookies very intricately and very 
anatomically correct.” 

10) FrauMmachtStunk wrote this: 

“Not my grandparents but my great-grandparents: 

“When I was a very small child, my great-grandfather was 
still alive. I remember that he was sick and had to lie in bed. 
And he always had liquorice in his nightstand drawer 
because he loved it. My great-grandmother always scolded 
him because he was not allowed to eat liquorice because of 
his high blood pressure. But he always got some from 
somewhere, and whenever I visited them I crawled into his 
bed and we ate some together. 

“That’s the only memory I have of him, but since then 
licorice has always been associated with my great-
grandpa.”81 

82. “What’s Something Funny That’s Happened to You 
Recently?” 

_so_antways_ wrote this: 

“I ran into a family friend at Costco. I used to babysit her son 
when he was really little. Sweet kid. I hadn’t seen him since 

 
81 Source: watermelonsugar420, “What’s a great memory you have with 
your grandparents?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 September 2020 
https://tinyurl.com/yxafu3gu>. 
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he was in the 2nd grade. That little boy was in love with me 
and said he was going to marry me when he grew up. 

“His mom showed me a picture of him and his fiancée. Girl 
looks very similar to me. His mom was the one to voice the 
striking similarities. I said the kid’s always had good 
taste.”82 

83. “What Wholesome Thing have You Heard Someone 
Say While on Drugs?” 

The original poster, tiredvolcano, added, “My husband was 
waking up from a surgery once and couldn’t stop telling me 
I was really pretty. It was so sweet! What kind things have 
you heard from people under an influence of some sort?” 

1) _so_anyways_ wrote this: 

“My husband (boyfriend at the time) was coming off 
anesthesia after surgery. I came into the room and his Nana 
was already sitting in there. I walked up to his bed and asked 
how he’s feeling. 

“He asked me if I was his doctor. I thought he was being 
funny so I laughed and then he asked if I was his nurse. I 
realized he was that far gone so I changed gears. I was 
holding his hand and I asked how he was feeling and he 
blurted out, ‘Holy Shit!’ And I had to I shush him because 
he was getting loud. He said, ‘You are so goddamn 
beautiful.’ He asked what I’m doing there. His Nana was 
having a good time and laughing. She told him I’m his 
girlfriend. He asked, ‘Why aren’t we married?’ I said we 
haven’t been together long enough. He asked how long 
we’ve been together. I said almost two years. He asked me 

 
82 Source: LettingMyThoughtsOut, “what’s something funny that’s 
happened to you recently?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yytubhc4>. 
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to marry him, I was trying not to laugh and suggested talking 
about it when we get out of the hospital. He told me to say 
yes because he will make sure I’ll never want for anything 
because he has a 401k and he’s ‘good at sex’. His Nana had 
to walk out of the room because she was going to lose it. He 
kept wanting to hold my hand and he would stare at me 
asking me the occasional question. I remember him asking 
me if he could come spend the night at my house when he 
checked out of the hospital.” 

2) soprezoto wrote, “It was definitely when I was working at 
the hospital and my patient said, ‘I feel like I got hit by a 
car,’ and he actually had gotten hit by a car.” 

3) queenoreo wrote, “My son was 16 and had elbow surgery. 
When they let us back in the recovery area he looked at me, 
all cross eyed and goofy and said, ‘Mom, I have peanut 
butter toast!’ He sounded like he was four, and the way he 
enunciated it was so damn cute.”83 

84. “What is Something You Never Intended as a Hint, 
But Got Taken as Such Regardless and What Was the 
Fallout, if Any?” 

1) ohno_spaghetti_o wrote, “Last Christmas [2019] I saw 
my Significant Other eyeing up the car-cleaning gift buckets 
at the store. The ones with like 50 different car cleaning 
products. He walked away, but I had an ah-ha moment that 
that is what I should get him for Christmas. Come Christmas 
day he opens his present and just cracks up laughing. I think 
I finally nailed Christmas gift giving. He then hands me my 
present. What do I get? A 50 pack of car-cleaning products. 

 
83 Source: tiredvolcano, “What wholesome thing have you heard 
someone say while on drugs?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6fxmjnj>. 
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He saw me perk up when he walked down that aisle and 
played hot-cold to see what it was I wanted for Christmas.” 

2) Puzzleheaded-Cap-431 wrote, “I mentioned wanting to 
make my mother-in-law’s cheesecake recipe but not having 
the time before a family dinner, and the fallout was blueberry 
cheesecake for me.”  

3) coastalkid92 wrote this: 

“My ex used to take any time I said something was nice or 
cute or pretty as a hint that I’d want it as a gift. 

“I’m a practical person. I prefer gifts I can use, so this meant 
I ended up with a lot of stuffed animals and jewelry that I 
couldn’t wear on a day-to-day basis. I had to break it to him, 
and he was a bit upset.”84 

85. “What Is Your Craziest Relative Like?” 

Confetticandi wrote this: 

“My cousin ‘Gary’ is in his 50s now, lives alone, and doesn’t 
have a job or a phone. His parents died when he was in his 
teens, and as far as we know he got a certain amount of 
inheritance from that and has lived off of day trading with it 
since them … or something. We’re not really sure. As far as 
anyone knows, he’s never had any sort of romantic 
relationship in his life and has never had any interest in it, so 
he might be ace. But then again he also has no friends, so 
maybe he’s just a happy loner. 

“He turns up at family reunions and funerals and then drops 
off the grid afterwards. His own sister can’t get a hold of him 
most of the time. Every time he turns up at a family 

 
84 Source: Haru1st, “What is something you never intended as a hint, but 
got taken as such regardless and what was the fallout, if any?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 15 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yytwhsbz>. 
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gathering, he’s super friendly, sociable, and well-spoken, but 
there’s always something new. Examples: He brings a 
section of pipe and a plank of wood to show how he’s taught 
himself to balance on it. He’s practicing honing echolocation 
skills after seeing the video of the blind kid who trained 
himself to do it and he invites people to test him. He’s 
learning Esperanto. He’s joined a climbing gym and is going 
to train for Ninja Warrior. 

“One time, my family was on vacation and staying in a house 
together watching American Ninja Warrior and he came up 
on the screen. Which … how?  

“We were like, ‘Wait, is that … Gary? Oh my god, that’s 
Gary!’  

“‘Someone get a hold of him!’ 

“‘We can’t! He doesn’t have a phone!’ 

“One of my college friends lives in his city. I told her this 
story and mentioned his climbing gym 

“Her: ‘Wait, that’s the climbing gym I work at. You mean 
ol’ Asian Gary? He’s like the wise sage of the gym. He 
taught me how to climb! We don’t know if he has a job 
because he’s always there at random hours, and we can never 
get a hold of him …’ 

“Me and her: “… because he doesn’t have a phone!’ 

“Anyway, that’s cousin Gary.” 
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jaycauli commented, “I would say this is « cool » cousin 
Gary over « crazy » cousin Gary. He sounds like a guy who 
is just simply enjoying life.”85 

86. “Teachers, What are Your Reactions to Being Called 
Mum by Students?” 

1) franzinator wrote, “It was what finally made me feel like 
a real teacher.” 

ElectricChess commented, “This is the real answer. You’re 
not really the teacher until you achieve authority level: 
mom.” 

2) 523bucketsofducks wrote, “My niece called me 
‘Mommy’ for a couple years. I’m her uncle.” 

MouseSnackz commented, “I work in a daycare. A little boy 
called me ‘Daddy’ for a few months. I’m a woman.” 

3) barely_vocal wrote, “A student I was reprimanding 
argued back, saying, ‘Mom, but …!’ And I cut her off by 
joking, ‘That’s it, no dinner for you tonight.’” 

4) desmo-dopey wrote, “Called my 5th grade teacher ‘Mom’ 
by accident. She joked, ‘I’ll be your mom if you want,’ 
although I was seriously considering it … looking back she 
was one of the most influential teachers in my life. She 
passed a couple years later of cancer. Why did this question 
just put me in an emotional time machine?” 

5) Voxael wrote, “Well, as a male teacher, my line would 
probably be ‘Not quite?’” 

 
85 Source: pinkprozac, “What is your craziest relative like?” Reddit. 
AskWomen. 18 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5r83uvw>. 
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ClownTurtleFishMouse commented, “I called my male 
teacher ‘Miss’ once, but he was cool and made a joke about 
his pink shirt before moving on.” 

Ceadmilefailte, a man, commented, “I know that feeling. 
I’ve only been called ‘Mom’ a couple times, but I get called 
‘Mrs. Ceadmilefailte’ at least once a day.” 

6) squirrellybitch wrote, “I always thought it was sweet. I 
taught middle school. The boys got embarrassed when they 
did it.” 

7) SnowFlakeObsidian4 wrote, “Due to my age + COVID, I 
don’t have much experience, but it happened to me as a 
trainee teacher. I found it incredibly sweet. We both laughed 
it off and kept going. Then she added that she wouldn’t mind 
having two mums — her real one and me. To this day, I can’t 
tell if she meant it or if it was a joke. Anyway, I told her that 
I was too young to have kids of my own, but that I’d like to 
have a daughter like her someday.” 

8) Liampastabake wrote, “I always reply with ‘Yes, my son’ 
or ‘Yes, my daughter’ and we all have a giggle.”86 

87. “What is the Cutest Compliment You Have 
Received?” 

1) DaughterEarth wrote this: 

“One year I celebrated Valentine’s Day by sending a 
message to everyone I knew describing why I love them. 

 
86 Source: anonymous27463, “Teachers what are your reactions to being 
called mum by students?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxlrjuv8>. 
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“The next year a bunch of my friends got together to tell me 
I inspire all of them to be more loving. And well, that is the 
greatest compliment I’ve ever received in my life.” 

2) CrumblingInInverse wrote this: 

“Don’t know how well it translates to text, but when we were 
talking in the car the other day, building off of each other’s 
ideas, when this exchange happened: 

“‘Dude, you’re a genius!’ 

“‘Yeah, sometimes.’ 

“Thinking for a second: ’Nah, pretty much all the time.’ 

“Like her facial expression when she was thinking was great, 
and what I thought was just a one-off ‘Hey, that was a great 
idea!’ moment turned into a compliment with such sincerity 
or whatever that it really made me happy.” 

3) MsChrissikins wrote this: 

“I was in a crafts store, using the restroom and while I was 
washing my hands a girl who was maybe 10 or 11 came out 
of the stall, looked at me ,and just said, ‘You’re really 
pretty’. 

“I almost died from the emotion — it was just really 
unexpected and I was far from put together. I responded with 
‘You are, too,’ and she bashfully ran out of the restroom. 

“Seriously made my whole day.” 

4) F[**]kedUpRetort wrote, “She called me ‘dapper.’ I’m 
STILL riding that wave.” 

5) Back2Bach wrote this: 

“The ‘cutest’ compliment was from a young girl as she was 
leaving church on Easter Sunday with her mother. 
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“I had just played Widor’s Toccata (from the Fifth 
Symphony) for a postlude on full organ. 

“She looked up at the thousands of pipes and said, ‘The thing 
I like best about going to church is when the organ makes 
the whole place shake!’” 

6) foureyesoffury wrote, “My hair looked funny when I 
woke up one morning. I said, ‘I look silly’ to my five-year 
old son. He said, ‘Mom, you don’t look silly. You’re 
beautiful!’ Melted my heart.”87 

88. “What is Something that You Have Always Wanted 
To Do, but Thought It was Silly or Overdone?” 

1) emsaut wrote, “I’m thinking of getting these old I Spy 
games from my childhood. They were pretty dang fun, but I 
keep getting cold feet because I fear that people will see me 
as childish.” 

pharoah47474 commented: 

“Screw them. I met an old guy who fitted his entire 
downstairs of his house for his working train collection and 
upstairs he made a World War Two Museum complete with 
an actual tank in his back yard in the middle of town. That 
man was so nice that he let people come in and take a tour. 
Nobody complained, but then again I wouldn’t mess with a 
guy who owns a tank. 

“Point is he gave two craps what people thought of his 
collection. There are men who collect Barbie dolls because 
they love them. There are women who collect Match Box 

 
87 Source: Inevitable-Traffic-8, “What is the cutest compliment you have 
received?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y6n4x8kb>. 
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cars with no shame. Get the games if they bring you joy and 
forget what people think. It’s for you, not them.” 

2) KombuchaEnema wrote this: 

“Dance. 

“I won’t even dance alone in a room because I imagine 
people watching me. I’m too aware of my own body and how 
I must look to dance. Plus I feel uncoordinated and awkward. 

“But I still feel music very strongly and sometimes I catch 
myself moving with it. The problem is that I catch myself.” 

pharoah47474 commented, “I say screw it. I felt that way 
before and now I dance at work when I get the chance. I say 
take some classes on the side if you are interested. But I have 
dealt with this feeling for a long time, and I know from life 
experiences that life is too short not to dance. So dance your 
heart out, beautiful soul!” 

chelsiijo commented, “Dude, I very likely look like I’m 
having a seizure and am the most uncoordinated person I 
know but I still dance when I’m alone (or with my kiddo). 
That said I wouldn’t be caught dead dancing where anyone 
else can see, but still … sometimes you just have to move. I 
have a very on-point dishes dance that I thoroughly enjoy.” 

3) babipirate wrote, “I think the pose pretending to hold up 
the Leaning Tower of Pisa is so overdone, but in the 
moment, I’d probably do it, too.” 

todayonbloopers commented, “I think it’s one of those 
things that is so stupid and touristy that you pretty much have 
to. You’ll tell yourself it’s ironic, but actually it’s really fun 
and in the moment you get it.” 



 175 

 
togayther commented, “I thought the same thing (it being 
overdone) until I went there and guess what? I posed.”88 

89. “What was the Last Good Present You Received?” 

1) disapprovingfox wrote, “It was the anniversary of the day 
my parents died, and I was feeling the emotional weight of 
the day. My son (in his 20s) came over and took me for ice 
cream because he thought I probably needed ice cream.” 

2) LadyLikesSpiders wrote, “I was having a rough day and 
went over to my sisters. My nephew, hearing how frustrated 
I was, handed me this plastic cage he had in which he kept 
caterpillars until they cocooned. He had one caterpillar in 
there and told me to take it because he knew that ‘I really 
liked bugs.’ He wouldn’t let me refuse, and so I kept the cage 
and the caterpillar and it eventually cocooned and turned into 
a butterfly. I released it and returned the cage.” 

3) itsme_freith wrote, “Bae [boyfriend or girlfriend] gifted 
me a bracelet with our two first names meshed to form one 
word. It’s never coming off my left wrist.” 

4) plant_bees24 wrote, “My mom always gives me a card 
with birthday and holiday presents. The last present she gave 
me had a card that was so beautifully written and sincere that 
I started crying. The present was hiking socks (which I really 
needed), but the card was the best part.” 

5) raven_darkseid wrote, “My husband surprised me and 
took me to see one of my favorite rappers. The tickets were 
sold out and I was pretty disappointed, but he had already 

 
88 Source: pharoah47474, “What is someone that you have always 
wanted to do, but thought it was silly or over done (not sexually 
oriented)?” Reddit. AskWomen. 19 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y2hxllya>. 
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purchased them. He isn’t a concert kind of person, so it was 
really thoughtful and awesome that he went with me.”89 

90. “Teachers of Reddit, What was Your ‘Oh, F[**]k, 
That’s Impressive, But I Still Have to Punish the Kid’ 
Moment?” 

1) hansol1986 wrote, “ESL [English as a Second Language] 
teacher here. So I teach a high school ESL class where most 
of my students either don’t speak much English or they 
speak very little. I had a student in there who was constantly 
disruptive and liked to bully the other kids to ‘establish his 
manliness’. One day, the disruptive kid is doing his normal 
annoying shtick and out of nowhere, my quiet little Latina in 
the corner of the room says in the clearest pronounced 
English, ‘You stupid motherfucker’. I had to hold in a laugh. 
I had to have a quick convo with her and congratulated her 
on the clear pronunciation but also told her she couldn’t say 
that in class.” 

amanda77kr commented, “That’s awesome! Flip that, I was 
in a Spanish II class and the jerk in front of me was the 
disruptive one. I reached my limit (very quickly) and cursed 
him out in Spanish. The teacher pulled me out of class, 
marched me down the hall … into the Spanish III class. Said 
if I can do that, I belong in a more challenging class. Muchas 
gracias a esa profesora. [Thank you very much to that 
teacher.]” 

2) Responding to another Redditor, KnockMeYourLobes 
commented, “That reminds me of back in the day when we 
had to take computer literacy in middle school, in the dark 
ages of the late 80s. We had a student teacher who was 

 
89 Source: ConfesedJonSnow, “What was the last good present you 
received?” Reddit. AskWomen. 20 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yxw34cj2>. 
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observing/helping in that class and one of the things she had 
to teach us was how to do code in BASIC (yeah … that’s 
how old I am). I would write all kinds of crazy programs to 
leave her insane messages after class was over. Fortunately, 
she thought it was funny and not offensive (although the 
most offensive thing I probably coded it to say was ‘Cow 
farts smell like sulfur candles.’).” 

UpsideDownwardSpiral commented, “The Yankee Candle 
Company once released a series of joke-scented candles. 
There was one that was sulfur scented that was called ‘Cow 
Farts’. It was a novelty line that they made in very limited 
numbers, and they ended up being sold in stores like Hot 
Topic in the early 2000s. They smelled awful, and this is all 
a complete fabrication on my part.” 

TheLeastCreative commented: 

“I remember the computers at my school were named in a 
specific way. A prefix, the room number, and the computer 
number formatted somehow I don’t fully remember. 

“There was a command for shutting down a computer 
remotely with a timer and a message. I would make the other 
kids do the chicken dance to get me to abort … if they didn’t 
believe it I would send another message that I was watching 
them. It was hilarious seeing them reluctantly do it. 

“I never bragged or told anyone about it until now. It was my 
own little prank.” 

joyosects commented, “I had a kid who bullied me in my 
C++ class. I knew he’d goof off for a while and try to do his 
work and submit it right at the end of the class. So I would 
pingbomb him and make his computer shut off five minutes 
before class ended. He’d throw a fit because he hadn’t saved 
and he was rushing to finish. Good memories. Don’t f[**]k 
with nerds.” 
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3) NightwingDragon wrote this: 

“A student in one of the schools I work at had as close to a 
full-service bar and smoke shop set up in a couple of lockers 
as you can get. The lockers were located in a corner of the 
hallway that is easily obscured and difficult to monitor. The 
kid just slapped his own locks on there and nobody noticed. 

“When he was caught, the lockers were found to have 
several makeshift shelves in them, and contained several 
bottles of hard liquor, some Solo cups, and paper shot glasses 
in one of them. The other contained a backpack containing 
some weed and various other drug paraphernalia for sale. 
The kid had quite the little enterprise going and god knows 
how much money he made before he got caught. I was 
shown pictures of what was in the locker, and I had to admit 
… given what he had to work with, it was quite an 
impressive setup. 

“Of course, I’m sure he was brought up on a significant 
number of charges … but still, even the principal had to give 
him credit for the setup.” 

4) jdbrew wrote, “I had a classmate jump on the teacher’s 
computer and visit a website that would go full screen and 
make it seem like it was a Mac now instead of a PC. It was 
April Fools’ Day, and this was his prank. This was in like 
2003, so security wasn’t the conversation it is today. 
Anyway, he still got in trouble. The teacher got really angry 
and kind of yelled at him to sit down in the corner. She called 
in the vice principal, then the principal … then the on-
campus police office, and then when he was good and 
terrified; all four turned to him and said, ‘April Fools’,’ and 
let him off the hook. He got his punishment, though. He was 
TERRIFIED.” 

10111qwerty commented, “We had smart boards in school. 
You could write on them like on actual boards, but it was 
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digital. They also had this weird magic writing setting for 
whatever reason, and anything you wrote in that would 
disappear after 20-30 seconds. I sat right in front of the 
teacher’s desk and of course switched it on; still don’t know 
how I managed to never get in trouble for that.” 

5) the_procrastinata wrote, “My husband used to work in 
after-school care. One time he saw two kids starting to fight 
in the sandpit. He headed over to try to calm them down, but 
while he was on his way, one kid ran at the other, who just 
calmly flipped the first kid over his head like a textbook 
martial arts move. My husband said he had to stop himself 
from shouting, ‘Wow! Great job!’” 

GlassEyeMV commented: 

“I was a fat kid. Got bullied a lot. My dad always told me, 
‘Never hit back. You’re bigger, so they’ll always assume it’s 
your fault if you hit back.’ 

“I played football and wrestled and could take care of myself 
for the most part. Well, freshmen year of high school I had 
this kid who was like half my size stealing sh[*]t from me. I 
demanded it back. Basically said I was giving him the 
chance to give it back before I told on him. We were across 
a table from each other, and he started calling me a pussy 
and whatever. I just kept demanding my stuff back. He said, 
‘Say that one more time and I’ll hit you.’ I did. He did. Then 
he jumped on the table and popped me again. I still haven’t 
touched him. Then, he jumps at me and I move out of the 
way, causing him to fall face first on the tile floor. I tell him 
to f[**]k off and turn around. He pops me twice in the back 
of the head before he’s grabbed by a teacher. 

“We both got suspended for three days. The normal principal 
(who liked me) was gone and we dealt with his assistant. She 
didn’t even talk to the teacher who witnessed it. Just 
automatic suspension for fighting. After the fact, I’m 
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explaining what happened to my dad and he’s just as 
perplexed as I am. Then he said, ‘You know what? If a kid 
like that is picking on you and you’re gonna get suspended 
anyway, screw it. Knock his ass into next week.’” 

Darth_Corleone commented, “As young teens, my buddy 
and I used to practice simple Judo moves on each other with 
no training because we were idiots. Then one time I was 
jumped by three guys I knew from school and one guy got 
me around the neck from behind. I executed an almost 
flawless over-the-shoulder throw (whatever that move is 
called when you know what you’re doing) without even 
thinking about it, and all four of us basically stopped and hi-
fived each other over how awesome that just was. Then I 
took a pretty good beating and grew up to brag about it on 
the internet one morning. The End.” 

Darth_Corleone clarified, “We didn’t literally hi-five, but it 
was definitely a pause in the action to appreciate some Black 
Belt Theater sh[*]t out in the wild. I wasn’t a natural fighter 
and didn’t take advantage of the guy I’d just dumped on the 
ground because I was equally impressed with what had just 
happened. It didn’t take long for them to remember that it’s 
fun to punch fat kids, and three on one is no joke. It 
happens.” 

AnAbsolueMonster commented, “My uncle taught his son 
(and me) how to fight at a young age — probably because 
he himself had been a bit of a bully and didn’t want us to fall 
prey to people like him. In middle school, some guy tried to 
attack my cousin by charging at him. My cousin used a move 
that essentially worked the kid’s momentum against him, 
which resulted in the kid having his face smashed into a bus. 
The school tried to suspend my cousin for fighting, but my 
uncle pointed out that 1) my cousin couldn’t have even used 
the move if the kid hadn’t been charging him, and 2) no 
family of his would allow another person to lay hands on 
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them without trying to stop them. This was back before my 
school days, where zero tolerance policies came into place, 
so the school let it slide.” 

6) Charlie24601 wrote this: 

“I was a new teacher at a school that had a demerit system. 
Do something bad, get a demerit. At the end of the week, get 
punished for every demerit over three. 

“One kid talked like a sailor. I gave LOTS of warnings to 
prevent him from being punished to hell and back, but that 
didn’t phase him. So he got demerits. Friday rolled around 
… 

“Kid: ‘Charlie24601, how many demerits do I have?’ 

“Me: ‘Four.’ 

“Kid: ‘What?! What the hell for?’ 

“Me: ‘Swearing’ 

“Kid: ‘THATS FUCKING BULLSHIT!’”90 

91. “What was Your Favorite Way You Told Someone to 
F[**]k Off?” 

1) killtoryscum wrote, “If I got a million bucks every time I 
wanted you around, I’d be f[**]king broke.” 

2) Curlytomato wrote, “She said, ‘Oh, I didn’t see you.’ I 
said, ‘I wish I could say the same,’ and then turned and 
walked away.” 

3) Razorlemonade wrote this: 

 
90 Source: termitesinmydick, “Teachers of reddit--What was your ‘Oh 
fuck that’s impressive but I still have to punish the kid’ moment?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 22 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yytjjlc3>. 
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“I point to a random place. 

“Me: ‘You see that? There.’ 

“Target: Looks in direction. 

“Me: ‘You can f[**]k off that way.’” 

4) wehosh wrote, “My stepdad likes to think he is a 
contractor. He isn’t. He fails miserably at the work he does 
and excels at pissing money away and half-assing projects. 
Two-day projects can take him weeks to complete, mostly 
out of laziness. He will often also lie about a project to avoid 
doing it by saying that he needs certain tools or parts when 
in reality he doesn’t. Recently I paid a separate contractor to 
install a new dishwasher for my mom. When he asked me 
why I didn’t just ask him to do it, I told him I wouldn’t trust 
him to change the batteries in my grandma’s vibrator.” 

5) dhruveishp wrote this: 

“When I was working in Subway, a Karen was once 
threatening to complain and make them fire me. I knew the 
owner had my back, so I wrote down my full name and the 
number to call for her and said, ‘Sure, here you go.’ 

“She was completely shocked by my nonchalance and left 
immediately.” 

6) Flammable_baby_leg wrote, “I was on the bus going 
home from school and this guy in my year level sat next to 
me. He asked me how I was (in a mocking way) and I said 
‘not good’. He asked why and I replied with ‘because you’re 
sitting next to me’. I was in year eight, and that is one of the 
few things I am proud of.”) 

7) NotDaWard wrote, “Please close the door from the 
outside.” 
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8) jeffreymort4 wrote, “I always do a really long story, such 
as … ‘Have you tried going home, lying in bed, maybe 
getting up to use that bathroom, wash your hands, get back 
to bed, think long and hard about your life decisions, and 
then f[**]king yourself?’” 

9) InannasPocket wrote this: 

“‘Gosh, I’m sorry, but you must have mistaken me for 
someone who cares about your opinion’, in a voice as if I 
was patiently explaining something to a small child. 

“And then I turned away and went about my business. Got a 
good snicker out of an onlooker.”91 

92. “What’s Your Favourite Way Someone has Told You 
They Missed You or were Thinking About You?” 

1) ImaginaryBookomatic wrote this: 

“I tend to like gestures rather than words. Like when my best 
writing buddy sends me a book for no other reason than they 
finished it and knew I would love it. Or when my mom 
brings me back rocks from her vacations (it’s a long story), 
or my dad sends me audio of the songs he is working on for 
my opinion of them. Or my partner cleans the whole house 
and already has my favorite take-out food ordered when I get 
back from a trip. 

“My favorite, though, is when my younger sibling, who lives 
in another state, sends me horrible memes because they 
specifically know I will hate it. For some reason it warms 
my heart like nothing else that they were mindlessly 
browsing the internet and thought, ‘Yes! My sister will 

 
91 Source: subtlyinsane, “What was your favorite way you told someone 
to fuck off?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yybsshf4>. 
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HATE this!’ and then took the time to send it to me. And I 
do hate them. So. So. Much. 

“They know me so well...sniff.” 

CountSnackula111 commented: 

“I do this with my sisters, too. For some reason, if I see a 
post about those Croc shoes like ‘wedding Crocs’ or 
something like that, I have to send it to my older sister. 

“On the other end, I have a friend who knows I loathe Steve 
Harvey. Every birthday and holiday, he sends me a different 
picture of Steve Harvey that celebrates the wrong holiday. 
Like if it’s my birthday, he’ll send me a picture of Steve 
Harvey that says, ‘Happy Easter’. I love and hate it so 
much.” 

Pink_Floyd29 commented, “My brother and I have this 
ridiculous routine where he tells me to taste a beer he’s 
drinking because he knows it’s too dark for me. I say no 
initially but I always give in, then I make a big production of 
voicing my displeasure and we all laugh. Ahh … sibling 
love.” 

2) Abisoccer1 wrote this: 

“My nephew is five and autistic. He doesn’t talk all that 
much. My sister will occasionally send me short videos of 
him where he’s playing by himself (completely unaware that 
she’s recording him) and quietly singing my name. 

“Neither of them has any idea how happy those videos make 
me.” 

3) Pink_Floyd29 wrote this: 

“When they remember something I said in passing with no 
deeper motive and they act on it. 
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“Like when I mentioned to a guy I was dating that I like to 
sit as far to the left as possible in theaters because I have 
peripheral vision loss in my left eye. For Christmas he got 
me tickets to a show I’d been wanting to see for ages AND 
he selected two seats on the left side of the theater.”  

4) ShinyQuest1 wrote, “Cornered me in the bathroom to talk 
about why we haven’t been hanging out as much.”92 

93. “What is the Funniest OSHA [Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration] Violation You’ve Ever 
Seen?” 

1) MurmurationProject wrote this: 

“My own. There was a swarm of bees at the lab where I was 
working. My boss told me to just kill them, but it was a large, 
healthy-looking swarm and I refused. I went and got 
peppermint oil and some mirrors on my lunch break and tried 
to chase them off the property. 

“I knew they weren’t dangerous while swarming as long as 
I didn’t directly threaten the queen, but no one believed me. 
It was funny to watch a bunch of big tough roughnecks 
booking it for the hills while I stood in the middle of a giant 
cloud of bees, armed only with scented oil and mirrors like 
some kind of witch. 

“Anyway, at one point they reformed way up on a section of 
piping, so I got a six-foot ladder and climbed to the top step 
to spritz them again. One flew too close to my eye and 
startled me. I don’t remember actually losing my balance, 
but I remember hanging in mid-air long enough to laugh at 

 
92 Source: etteirrah, “What’s your favourite way someone has told you 
they missed you or were thinking about you?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 
September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y7x2de3x>. 
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how comical my shadow looked flailing around like a 
cartoon. 

“Knocked the stuffing out of myself against the gravel and 
had a deep dark bruise from my hip to my rib cage. 

“But I did get the bees off the property alive!” 

echosixwhiskey commented, “Never heard of this method 
with mirrors. What’s the deal?” 

MurmurationProject wrote this: 

“I don’t know how effective it was, but they did seem to like 
huddling in the shade. So I positioned mirrors to reflect 
sunlight up into the swarm and spritzed peppermint oil till 
they got irritated enough to disperse. 

“Took about twenty iterations to herd them off, but it was 
worth it. All clumped up, they were bigger than a 
basketball!” 

2) sarthurf wrote this: 

“I was painting houses for a summer. Another guy was on a 
ladder on top of another ladder to reach a high point near the 
roof, the setup looked precarious as f[**]k. The boss says, 
‘Just remember: If you fall, you’re fired before you hit the 
ground.’ 

“The dude didn’t fall, but that sure changed my opinion of 
my boss.” 

ShowMeYourMortys wrote this: 

“Ha ha, I worked construction and boss joked like this but a 
bit more. 

“‘f you fall, you’re fired before you hit the ground. Once you 
hit the ground, you’re now trespassing and will be removed 
from the property, and possibly charged with trespassing!’ 
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“It was all for a laugh. I actually broke my neck on a job, and 
I was not fired! However, I no longer work construction.”93 

94. “People Working in Retail, What was the Most 
Stupid/Annoying Client that You Have Encountered?” 

ELPwork wrote this: 

“When I was working at a grocery store in college, I was 
stocking the peanut butter and jelly section and some guy 
came up to and was looking everywhere but at me. He asks 
me, ‘Hey, Buddy, where do you guys keep the peanut 
butter?’ 

“I look down at the jar of Skippy in my hand and look back 
at him and say, ‘Is this some sort of trick question?’ 

“He looked at me and then looked at the wall of peanut 
butter, took what he wanted and left without saying another 
word. 

“Another time I was working at another store. It was closing 
time and my job was to face-front the stuff on pegs and make 
the area look neat and full of product. Guy comes up to me 
and asks, ‘Where do you guys keep the, uh … umm … the 
whatd’yacallits?’ 

“I reply, ‘We keep the whatd’yacallits over there with the 
doohickies and the thingamajiggs.’ 

“He was not impressed.” 

NTexPatrone commented: 

“I asked a lady if I could help her find anything (you know 
the look on a customer’s face). She goes I’m looking for 

 
93 Source: TheWalkingSalmon, “What is the funniest OSHA violation 
you’ve ever seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y25lptpt>. 
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soooommmmmeeettthhhinng. So I ask if she can describe 
what she was looking for and got just ‘something’ back. So 
I turned to a co-worker and said, ‘Hey, didn’t we run out of 
somethings yesterday’ he played along with ‘Yes, I believe 
we did run out of those just yesterday, but we have another 
order tomorrow and might have somethings in stock by 
then’. She didn’t think we were funny at all.”94 

95. “What was the Best ‘You Have No Power Here’ 
Moment You Have Ever Seen?” 

1) blind30 wrote this: 

“I had an old boss who was a complete and total bastard. He 
was actually my boss’ boss, and he wasn’t supposed to 
interact with us unless it was through our boss, but he just 
loved trying to make everyone under him squirm. The 
company had forced him to go to training twice because of 
how he spoke to people. 

“One day, I get a call at home from him and he just starts 
unloading — cursing, name-calling, insulting me over some 
technical issue he just found out about. After a couple of 
minutes, I just looked at my phone and hung up on him. 

“The next day, I get called into a meeting with his boss, who 
basically wants to know who the f[**]k I think I am hanging 
up on this guy. 

“I calmly explain that no one gets to yell at me on my time, 
in my home, on my phone. You have to wait for me to be on 
the clock to pay me for that privilege, and I’ll gladly take 

 
94 Source: bieniutek, “People working in retail, what was the most 
stupid/annoying client that you have encountered?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
24 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y24lcgwh>. 
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that money: If I’m busy being yelled at, I’m not busy with 
anything else. 

“Seemed to work.” 

Solowinged commented, “Brother, you are cool as ice. I am 
taking notes and slow clapping it out.” 

blind30 replied, “I wasn’t that cool back then — this was my 
first big job running a cooling plant and I was a nervous 
wreck, chain smoking through every shift and hating 
whenever this guy would rattle me. I think I was as surprised 
as he was when I hung up and stood my ground.” 

2) kaxobixo wrote, “I was working as a consultant for a 
company, there was a bit of a competition between me and 
this guy, company starts to have some financial issues so I 
leave and start working for a client of theirs. Shortly after 
joining they bring in this guy I was competing with at my 
old job, he was technically my equal except now I was 
employed by the client and he was just a consultant. He was 
trying to one-up me during meetings and my boss told him 
that decisions are made by the company, not the consultants. 
It felt good.” 

3) Nathaniel66 wrote this: 

“New CEO came to our department on the 1st day of his 
work. He didn’t have a passcard yet and a lower-level 
employee told him that he can’t enter without a passcard. 
CEO got upset and ordered the worker to let him in, but the 
worker insisted: Show me the passcard, or you’re not 
entering. 

“A few days, later this worker got a bonus.” 

themadhatter85 asked, “Did said CEO grant the bonus? 
Sorry if that’s a stupid question.” 
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Nathaniel66 replied, “Yes. At the beginning he was very 
upset and told the worker he will be fired, but later when he 
found out that there are explosives in this department and the 
entrance rules are very strict, he granted the bonus.” 

Bobcat7 commented, “Sometime in the late 80’s, I worked 
at a Walmart warehouse. There was a strict rule: If you didn’t 
have your security badge, you could not get in the front door. 
One day just behind me an older fellow gets stopped by LP 
[?] for no badge. One of my friends pokes me and points out 
that the LP guy just refused to let Sam Walton in the door. 
We all stop to watch what we assumed was going to be a 
sh[*]t show. To his credit Mr. Walton stops and goes back 
to his vehicle and gets his badge and he thanked the LP guy 
for following the rules.” 

4) Bradddtheimpaler wrote this: 

“I used to work at a few Subways. Thing is, the owner 
inherited them when she already had a busy and lucrative 
career elsewhere. She mainly held on to them to employ 
immigrant family members, I think. One time, she was in the 
back when she heard me interact with an angry customer. 
Afterward, she came out and said, “You know you don’t 
have to take sh[*]t like that. I trust you, you can use your 
judgment and just toss anybody out who talks to you like 
that.” 

“After that I wouldn’t take any sh[*]t from anybody. 
Slightest hint of backtalk to your Sandwich Artist, and you 
were out on your [*]ss, still hungry. It was so much fun. 

“‘Let me speak to your manager.’ 

“‘No. Get out.” 

“‘I’m going to call and complain.’ 
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“‘OoOoOoOoOh, I’m terrified. Go nuts, but you can’t call 
from in here, because you’re trespassing now.’ 

“The sheer indignance of an entitled customer when you 
don’t bow and scrape before them is really something to 
behold.” 

5) goblinmarketeer wrote this: 

“I have a job, but I will still do interviews every couple years. 
This means the script is flipped a bit. They have to convince 
me to work there. 

“Anyway, I got to the town early so I stopped at a bakery to 
get something to eat. the woman went in the back to get it, 
and this squat toad of a woman walks in, yells at me to get 
her order, and then yells at me again for not getting up right 
away to serve her. When I point out that I do not in fact work 
there, she goes off me about how important she is, etc. We 
can skip the play by play. 

“I go the interview. Head of IT and the toad woman walks 
in. She has this evil grin on her face. I stop everything. I point 
at the toad woman and I say something like, ‘I have seen how 
your management treats people, and I have no interest in 
working for you,’ and I take my resume out of his hands and 
walk out. The look on her face was priceless. 

“Felt great to do.” 

feynstein69 commented, “This is a life-changing idea. How 
did I never think of this.” 

goblinmarketer replied: 

“Do it. See what you are worth at the very least. But it is 
loads of fun to stop them and say, ‘I already have a job. 
Convince me I want to work here,’ and watch them stammer. 
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“I was going for a supervisor job once and I did that, they 
couldn’t believe someone would say that at an interview. 
They offered me the manager job (one step up from where I 
was applying) about two days later. Sadly, the place got 
bought out and closed within a year … but still.” 

SeaLeggs commented, “It’s really nice to be able to answer 
the question ‘Why do you want to work here?’ with ‘I don’t 
know if I do yet. I was hoping you’d show me today why it 
would be a good move for me.’ Flipped.” 

6) mywifemademegetthis wrote, “I taught my 6th grade 
students about democratic processes, and we ran a 
simulation. Without fail, every one of my classes tried to 
impeach me.” 

lady_PWNicorn wrote this: 

“Class simulations always make politics fascinating.  

“When I was in Grade 8, we were learning about the Russian 
Revolution, and our teacher did a thing where one student 
could be Tsar for the Day. They got to sit at the front of the 
classroom in the teacher’s chair and hold a Sailor Moon 
scepter that lit up, plus they got one special privilege to 
exercise during that period. Usually it was that another 
student would take notes for them or they could skip a small 
assignment, but one of the popular goofy kids decided he 
wanted to go out in the hallway and have his friends take a 
running start and fling him as fast as they could down the 
hall in the teacher’s rolling chair. 

“Teacher allowed it, nobody was hurt, but for some reason 
we weren’t allowed to do Tsar for the Day anymore. 

“The point is, that was an awesome idea to make a ‘boring’ 
unit more engaging. Fifteen years later, I still remember a lot 
about that class and Russian history because of how fun that 
class was.” 
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PopsicleIncorporated commented: 

“Well, I feel a lot less original now. 

“I’m a college student, and last year we had a class about 
Congress in which part of the class was simulation based. I 
got the idea to impeach our professor and it soon became a 
bipartisan effort. 

“Professor was pretty cool about it. When we submitted the 
articles (one of which included accusing him of murdering 
Jeffrey Epstein), he jokingly banged his fists on the table and 
called us all traitors. After the impeachment vote passed, the 
Speaker told him, ‘The Senate will decide your fate,’ and he 
was in the loop enough to know that the acceptable response 
was ‘I AM the Senate!’ 

“Edit — We did end up successfully removing him from 
office. Before these shenanigans started, I asked him 
casually who the Vice President was, ‘You know, in case the 
Senate ends up in a tie vote.’ As a result, we already knew 
who his successor would be, in this case the Teaching 
Assistant. 

“Edit 2 — My professor was pretty young, so it’s not really 
surprising that he’d know a lot about the Star Wars 
prequels.” 

Note by David Bruce: Palpadine says, “I am the Senate,” in 
Revenge of the Sith. 

7) Varvatos_Vex wrote this: 

“We had an Human Resources lady who was extremely 
power hungry. 

“She is walking around with the president of the company 
who flew in from Japan. She rushes him though the 
warehouse. Just spits out, ‘Oh, these are the warehouse guys. 
We don’t have to stop and talk to them.’ 
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“He stops, walks over, and starts talking to me about my last 
vacation. How buying my house went. You could just see 
her fuming behind him as we talked for almost 45mins. I’ve 
had multiple meetings with him, and we knew each other 
really well. 

“I don’t think he liked her and drug it out on purpose, but I 
was thrilled to see her just standing there bored as hell.” 

8) Behemoth-Slater wrote this: 

“Sounds like the Human Resources department at the 
warehouse I used to work at. It always blew my mind 
because the place was a distribution center — the guys in the 
warehouse were literally the most important staff in the 
building, since we were the ones picking the orders and 
sending them to the trucks — but any time you had to talk to 
Human Resources, they treated you like a nuisance. 
F[**]kers always had huge lunches and social gatherings and 
whatnot for the office people, almost never for us. 

“I didn’t feel much sympathy when a huge chunk of 
everybody in the office got laid off, and not a single order 
picker lost his job.” 

9) Drew- wrote this: 

“I work at a hotel. It’s high end, so we often take the 
approach of just appeasing guests no matter what, so I 
frequently have to bite my tongue. However, we have a very 
desirable parking lot, and when people poach it, we boot 
them. I love enforcing these because I don’t have to bite my 
tongue or apologize, as they aren’t guests. My favorite one 
was this: 

“Girl parks, and walks to neighbor hotel. Our General 
Manager happens to be in the lot, and says, ‘Hey, just for 
your information, this is parking for x hotel, not z hotel.’ She 
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proceeds to say, ‘F[**]k you,’ flips him off, and walks into 
neighbor hotel. 

“General Manager calls me, and tells me. I giggle, grab the 
boot, and slap it on her car. She comes back, screaming and 
ranting. I tell her the cost is $200. She calls the police. The 
police ask, ‘Is this a private lot?’ Yes. Ok, then pay them. 
She refuses to pay and storms off. I get a call requesting the 
manager. I speak with them, and it’s the girl’s mom. She is 
trying to say, ‘Oh, my daughter didn’t know, she was for a 
job interview,’ yadda yadda. I let her go on, and when she 
finally stops making excuses, I tell her that her daughter 
flipped off the General Manager, and there is no way the 
boot is coming off without payment. On top of that, I tell her 
when she pays she better not come in swearing or yelling, or 
the price goes up to $300. She hangs up, and the daughter 
comes back and silently hands me $200, with a look of rage 
on her face. I’ve never been so internally giggly before.” 

10) epidemica wrote this: 

“In my first apartment, my parents came to visit, and I said, 
‘F[**]k!’ when I hit my head on the open door of the freezer 
while standing up from grabbing something from the fridge. 

“My mother said, ‘You can’t talk like that in my hou—’ and 
stopped midsentence.” 

widdrjb commented: 

“My late mum went one better: 

“‘She was staying at ours and I dropped a plate and said, 
‘F[**]k. Oops, sorry mum’.  

“‘It’s your house, lad, but do you mind if I do?’  

“‘No, be my guest’.  

“‘Have I told you my new neighbours are cunts?’” 
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11) rancidquail wrote this: 

“Not sure if it fits, but during an insanely busy weekend 
before Christmas, a Karen was complaining to every 
associate about how messy our store was. The manager had 
relieved the girl at the fitting room and was helping to hang 
stuff. Karen pulled her crap and was trying to make a point 
that we were messy and a horrible place to shop. 

“At this manager told her roughly, ‘Ma’am, we’re messy at 
the moment because we’re a popular store. And the biggest 
reason we’re messy is because of women like you who can’t 
be bothered to pick up after themselves. It’s not the 
associates making the mess. It’s people like you. Your type 
have us outnumbered.’ 

“First time I actually witnessed someone deflate.” 

12) jbryan_01016 wrote tis: 

“It happened not to me, but around me. 

“I have a coworker/friend in a hospitality company that was 
pretty huuuuge. My coworker brought a lot of experience 
and skills to the table so many executives and bosses want 
him working on their projects in their departments in their 
umbrella of the company. When it was time for him to ask 
for a raise, our manager, director, and executive director 
turned him down and low balled him with a counter offer so 
insultingly low he started looking for jobs outside of the 
company. 

“The CFO and other senior VPs heard about said move and 
reached out to him to get him to stay, and they worked it out 
amongst each other so they can share him in their special 
projects along with a hefty compensation package. 

“Coworker being respectful puts in a request to transfer that 
has to be approved by the current manager, director, and 
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executive director which they promptly turned down. To 
make matters worse, they go ahead and write him up for 
‘attendance’ problems from a couple of months ago …. 
We’re all salary, and for the most part project based. 

“Throughout all of this, I am a fly on the wall since we 
shared an office, here I am laughing with him while he was 
in phone calls with the literal people who ran the company. 
He was told to ignore all that, they apologized to him, they 
got VP of Human Relations in on the meeting and explained 
the situation, which then launched an internal investigation 
unbeknownst to the three clowns. 

“The ensuing sh[*]tstorm that came down onto the three 
clowns is more than enough to make this story awesome, but 
the cherry on top is that he is now their boss…. 

“TL;DR: ‘Management’ team tries to screw over an 
employee who ends up being their boss.” 

13) The_Atlas_Moth wrote this: 

“A few years ago I interviewed for a job (in the US) that was 
labeled as a senior-level position, which is my level of 
experience in this field. 

“I go through two phone interviews and a stellar in-person 
interview. Shortly after the in-person interview, they call me 
and say they absolutely loved me and that I would be a great 
fit at the company. However, they thought I was ‘a little too 
green’ (implying I was inexperienced) for the senior-level 
position, but lucky for me they have an opening for the 
junior-level position (at a salary decrease). 

“I kindly told them that the reason I applied to their job 
posting in the first place was because it was a senior-level 
position and that I wasn’t going to take a step backwards in 
my career by taking a junior-level position since I had both 
the appropriate experience and the work history. I also let 
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them know that trying to trick someone with senior-level 
experience into taking a junior-level position by stringing 
them along through interviews and a job offer was deceptive 
and unethical. 

“There was silence over the phone for a moment and then 
the interviewer said in an offended tone, ‘Well, we’ve all had 
to make sacrifices for [company name]!’ To which I replied, 
‘You may have had to, but I don’t make sacrifices for 
anyone.’ 

“Stunned silence. 

“Then the interviewer, who was so appalled that they didn’t 
know what to say, replies, “Well … maybe you can think 
about it and I’ll call you tomorrow to check in ….’ 

“I said, ‘No, thank you, and please don’t call me,’ and hung 
up the phone. 

“They do this a lot to young females like myself in a variety 
of industries. Don’t take sh[*]t from anybody. Know your 
qualifications, believe in them, and tell abusers to f[**]k 
right off. Your talents will be appreciated and paid for 
elsewhere, I promise you.” 

14) croix_v wrote this: 

“I hated my job right before my current one. 

“Property manager — the owner was an absolute prick. He 
was heartless and rude and racist and I loathed him. I hated 
every day going into that job but I needed the money. I was 
applying daily to my dream company in hopes that 
eventually I’d be accepted. 

“In the meantime, every time I complained or mentioned 
something to my supervisor I was told to shut up and get on 
with it because he was ‘paying me too much to have 
opinions.’ 
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“Three years after, we were a small office and the 
receptionist and assistant prop managers had quit. I finally 
got accepted into my dream company and happily put in my 
two-week notice. 

“In desperation, he offered me more money, a higher 
position, better benefits (which were laughable). When I said 
no, he asked why. I have never felt more gleeful than the 
moment of when I said, ‘I don’t know, I’m not paid to have 
opinions here.’ 

“That was a year ago and even now the look on his stupid 
old face gives me joy to this day.” 

15) coagulatedmilk88 wrote this: 

My Grade 13 HS Economics teacher taught his class in a no-
nonsense way. Guy had a doctorate in economics, and he 
really did not give a single sh[*]t about the administration’s 
policy of coddling stupid kids who disrupt class. I still 
remember his speech on the first day of class: 

“‘This course is an elective, and that means you’ve chosen 
to be here. That means if you start acting like you don’t want 
to be here, you will be asked to leave. I don’t have a 
minimum number of students who need to pass, so I don’t 
grade on a curve. You will end your time in this classroom 
with a solid foundation of economic theory or a failing 
grade.’ 

“I walked into class late with a coffee on the second day, and 
he told me that if I walked in late again without a coffee for 
him, too, I’d be kicked out of class for the day. 

“So I started bringing him coffee every day and getting there 
a few minutes late. Every day. When one girl complained 
about the preferential treatment to him, he told her the fact 
I’d already figured out a way to walk into class late with a 
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coffee meant I already understood more about economic 
theory than she’d retain once she finished the course.”95 

96. “What is Something You Take Everywhere You Go 
Which Isn’t that Common?” 

LithiumPopper wrote, “For a year I carried around someone 
else’s panties in my purse without realizing. I bought the 
purse second hand and discovered a secret compartment 
containing fresh panties one day while cleaning it out.”96 

97. “Teachers of Reddit, Have You had a Student 
Confess Their Love to You? If So, What is the Story 
Behind It?” 

1) longlivedodos934 commented: 

“I worked for a summer camp and a four-year-old camper 
yelled, ‘I love you!’ to me. He was immediately scolded by 
another four-year-old who said, ‘YOU CAN’T SAY THAT! 
SHE’S MARRIED!’ 

“I was fifteen. Definitely not married. Didn’t stop the entire 
camp from jumping on that one and clamouring to know 
more about my ‘kids’ whom I didn’t have.” 

2) ratfink wrote this: 

“In high school, there was a Teaching Assistant whom all the 
boys had a crush on. One day some girls cornered her and 
asked her if she realized how popular she was. 

 
95 Source: sormatador, “What was the best ‘you have no power here’ 
moment you have ever seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/yyusy345>. 
96 Source: throwitallawayyy123, “What is something you take 
everywhere you go which isn’t that common?” Reddit. AskWomen. 26 
September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y5nv8qet>. 
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“She replied, ‘I didn’t even like high school boys when I was 
in high school.’”97 

98. “Haunted House Workers, What is Something that a 
Guest Said or Did that Made You Break Character?” 

1) Klown1327 wrote this: 

“One night this couple comes in with a three- or four-year-
old girl. She is throwing a huge fit, kicking, screaming, 
crying, the whole nine yards, she doesn’t wanna go in. 

“Now, a logical human being would see this and say, ‘Well, 
I guess we don’t go,’ but not these two f[**]kos. They keep 
trying to force the little girl to go through the house, but she 
won’t budge. This is causing a bit of a scene as well as 
backing up the line. One or two other monsters and I tell 
them, ‘Look, you gotta either get her to go in, or you gotta 
leave. You’re holding up the line,’ but they are adamant that 
she has to go through and she is not having it. Now we’re 
pissed off because, why the f[**]k are you trying to make 
this small child go through when she is obviously terrified 
and scared out of her f[**]king mind? We realize something 
has to happen, so we seek out one of the girls from further 
down the house who was a witch we called Baba Yaga since 
she was the most human looking of us. We told her the 
situation and asked if she’d help walk the girl through the 
house, and she agreed. 

“So we bring Baba to the little girl, and she goes into this 
cartoonish Russian accent ‘HellO leetle gorrl, I am Baba 
Yaga the gOod weetch! I am going to heyalp you scare all 
the mon-stors awaY!’ She takes the little girl’s hand and off 

 
97 Source: GalacticLlama04, “Teachers of Reddit, have you had a student 
confess their love to you? If so, what is the story behind it?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 26 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/yxtjjfk2>. 
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they go. We run off through the house spreading the word, 
‘If you see Baba with a little girl, let the little girl scare you.’ 
Sure enough, whenever they got to where one of the 
monsters was hiding, the little girl would yell ‘BOO!’ and 
whoever was there would lose their marbles. Screaming, 
running around in circles, falling all over the place. 
Sometimes there’d be more than one monster and they’d run 
into each other like the Three Stooges, all to the delight of 
the little girl, who was now giggling and jumping up and 
down, clapping her little hands — it was adorable. The adults 
who were with her look annoyed, but f[**]k them, the rest 
of the group that got lumped in with them were having a 
great time as well watching this tiny child scare the mean 
ugly monsters away. 

“I’ve never seen an entire house break character like that, but 
it was fun to be a part of.” 

Klown1327 added that “our park was never the scariest park 
(don’t get me wrong, we definitely f[**]ked people up), but 
after having been to some other parks I think ours was 
definitely one of the most fun. For a long time one of our 
main rules was ‘frightening or funny.’ If you can’t scare 
them, make them laugh — that way everyone has a good 
time. The best thing was if you could make someone scream 
and then laugh back to back. It gave us a lot of room to have 
fun and play around and to have moments like that.” 

Klown1327 also added this: 

“That would be a cool optional package to have — pay like 
$5 and you get to scare the monsters instead. 

“While I couldn’t have guaranteed that exact experience, 
that would have been a great year to come by our place. It 
seems like every night we were doing some goofy thing or 
another. There were a few nights where we had animal noise 
battles across the house, so you’d come in the house and be 
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greeted by a bunch of whale, bird, dog, cat, etc., noises. Or 
the night it was pouring down rain (our house was less house, 
more trail and open air) and all the rules pretty much went 
out the window and we just f[**]ked around in the rain and 
the mud, or the glowstick nights where we were in a 
competition to see who amongst us could collect the most 
glowsticks from guests. Baba (the good witch in the story) 
would run up to people with handfuls of brightly colored 
glowsticks yelling, ‘LOOK AT MY BEETCHING 
GLOWSTEECKS!’ 

“It was always something that season.” 

2) Poorly-Drawn-Beagle wrote this: 

“As a haunted house customer … 

“I walked into a room full of female performers dressed as 
asylum inmates, with crazy hair and tattered straightjackets 
and everything, all muttering, ‘They’re here, they’re 
coming,’ stuff like that. One got right up and glared at me 
and for some reason my brain said, ‘So … what time do you 
get off?’ I definitely saw a little crack-up. 

“I thought I had a pretty good shot at it until she got killed 
by the guy with the chainsaw.” 

3) Trust_me_I’m_stupid wrote, “Not me, but my friends and 
I were walking through and there was this girl with make-up 
to look like she had a slit throat and just sat there and said, 
‘Do you wanna play?’ and he responded, ‘Look, woman … 
I AM NOT IN THE MOOD FOR KICKBALL!’ and she 
broke out laughing.” 

4) insertcaffeine wrote this: 

“Former monster clown. Whenever someone mentioned the 
word ‘phobia’ or approached me to tell me that someone in 
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their group was too scared of me to go through, I’d introduce 
myself and turn my back to that group. 

“I didn’t want anyone to get hurt, and I wanted them to 
GTFO [Get The F[**]k Out Of] my room so people would 
keep moving through and not get all bunched up. Huge 
groups of people were no fun for the guests or the actors.” 

5) hanslobro wrote this: 

“As a haunted house customer … 

“My Type 1 diabetic girlfriend and I were waiting to enter 
and begin the actual house. This was after the line to get in 
and the holding area for parties to be able to go together. 
There was this big demon tree thing that had an actor actually 
talking to us. 

“‘Tell me, mortals. What do you think your souls taste like?’ 

“I looked at my girlfriend. Just a sheepish grin and a shrug. 
Then I chimed in and responded, ‘Well, I don’t know about 
me, but her soul would be pretty sweet because she has 
diabetes.’ 

“‘That’s … awful.’ 

“Still one of our favorite memories, but that whole evening 
was just lovely and pleasant.” 

6) Hooch_Pandersnatch wrote this: 

“Not a worker, but as a customer, my sister and I once took 
a wrong turn in the haunted house. We were cornered by a 
dude in a hockey mask who was revving his chainsaw as he 
approached and we were screaming in terror…. 

“Then he took his mask off and said in exasperation, ‘Guys, 
you’re not supposed to be back here.’ Then he shooed us 
back into the main hallway.”  
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7) Lis_9 wrote this: 

“When I was little (maybe six years old), my siblings and I 
went in a horror house. For some reason my parents didn’t 
come in with us, even though the oldest child was nine and 
the youngest was five (great parenting here, I know). My 
brothers and I came out of the house, but my little sister 
stayed inside, crying and terrified. 

“So, the monster from the lagoon took her hand and led her 
outside the house and gave her to my mother.” 

8) Civil-Chef wrote, “Not a haunted house worker, but went 
to a corn maze after dark once. I’d see employees in the maze 
wearing scary (LOL) masks and I’d say, ‘Hi, handsome.’ 
You could hear an audible ‘Damnit!’ under their breath 
afterwards.” 

9) eccehobo1 wrote this: 

“A friend of mine caused a lady to break character. Near the 
end of a local haunted mill, a woman in demonic type 
makeup jumped out of a pentagram / summoning circle thing 
and shrieked, ‘I will teach you the meaning of true pain!’ and 
my buddy just said, ‘Lady, I’ve been married for 20 years.’ 

“She burst out laughing and gave him a hug.” 

10) BandNerd316 wrote, “A kid started crying, saying that 
she was lost. I was a creepy zombie, but I carried her out and 
brought her back to her mother.”98 

99. “What Little Lie Did You Tell that Snowballed Into 
Something Much Bigger? 

 
98 Source: thotthebot, “Haunted house workers, what is something that a 
guest had said or done that made you break character?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 28 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3rdur3y>. 
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1) Lankaner wrote this: 

“This is something funny rather than negative actually from 
a while back. 

“I lied by adding speaking a third language fluently — 
‘Tamil’ on my CV [Curriculum Vitae] (my country’s two 
main languages are Sinhala and Tamil). Colleagues thought 
I was cool for being trilingual and made me teach them swear 
words of the third language. They were poorly pronounced 
words. There was a chance to secure a deal with a client who 
spoke Tamil. My boss specifically brought me to the trip and 
introduced us and joking said, ‘Now talk in Tamil!’ I thought 
I was f[**]ked and decided to speak in my second native 
language (Sinhala) — confidence can sell. right? The bugger 
spoke back in Sinhala! I explained the lie to him. Luckily, 
we both laughed it off and my workplace still thinks I’m 
trilingual.” 

2) inckait wrote this: 

The lie was ‘I can’t go to your party because I’m feeling sick 
tonight.’ 

“A few hour later, my friends are knocking at my door with 
chicken soup when all I wanted was a quiet evening to read 
and masturbate.”99 

100. “Dear Redditors, What’s the One Song that You 
Would Like to Be Played at Your Funeral and Why?” 

Sad_Panda_Paws wrote, “If I die before my sister, then it 
would be ‘John Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt,’ just so I can 
torture her one last time.” 

 
99 Source: Vinyl_BunBuns, “What little lie did you tell that snowballed 
into something much bigger?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 September 2020 
<https://tinyurl.com/y4xsjnyt>. 
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Note by David Bruce: According to Wikipedia, “‘John 
Jacob Jingleheimer Schmidt’ is a traditional children’s 
song that originates from the United States and Canada. The 
song consists of one verse repeated over and over again 
(usually repeated four times) with increasing in 
volume (or decreasing). […] The lyrics of the song depend 
on who is singing. [There are various versions of the song.]” 

2) xAnorexorcist wrote, “Just sad songs here, man, nothing 
more.” 

3) doomcooper wrote, “‘Going Out in Style’ by the 
Dropkick Murphys, because if I’m gonna die. I want to be 
doused in whiskey and set ablaze.” 

4) Permafrost1273 wrote, “‘Another One Bites the Dust’ [by 
Queen].” 

5) Thechaser45 wrote, “‘The Show Must Go On’ by Queen. 
I’m gone, thanks for remembering me, now go live your 
life.” 

6) saugoof wrote, “‘Popcorn’ by Hot Butter. Purely because 
it’s the weirdest and most out-of-place song for a funeral I 
can think of.” 

7) El_Nicovw321 wrote, “‘Never Gonna Give You Up,’ so 
I can rickroll my family members while they’re crying.” 

8) blairh91 wrote, “‘Sam Hall’ by Johnny Cash. Because 
people get overly sentimental about the dead and remember 
them different to how they were. I want people to remember 
who I really am and how I feel about them.” 

9) idyourid wrote, “‘We’ll Meet Again,’ sung by Johnny 
Cash. I want to comfort anyone who grieves when I pass.” 
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10) CharismaticAlbino wrote, “Louis Armstrong’s ‘What A 
Wonderful World.’”100 

  

 
100 Source: gosalram505, “Dear Redditors, what’s the one song that you 
would like to be played at your funeral and why?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
29 September 2020 <https://tinyurl.com/y3nax6o6>. 
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Appendix A: Fair Use 

This communication uses information that I have 
downloaded and adapted from the WWW. I will not make a 
dime from it. The use of this information is consistent with 
fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, 
the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by 
reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other 
means specified by that section, for purposes such as 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether 
the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the 
factors to be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or 
value of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a 
finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration 
of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  
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I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good 
deeds, and this book about Good Samaritans is a good way 
to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the 
editors want to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to 
do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  

Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit 
posts, and letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with 
correcting an obvious misspelling. 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a master’s degree in English and a master’s degree in 
Philosophy. Currently, I am a retired English instructor at Ohio U. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George’s Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

 

 

 

 


