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Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What Is The Weirdest Behavior You Have Had From 
A Damaged Computer?” 

1) ElcieVorta wrote: 

“I have an old portable Bluetooth speaker that I often use to 
listen to music or podcasts in the shower. It’s not very loud 
so I usually put it on one of the ledges inside the shower, 
furthest from the spray. It talks when its status changes – 
‘powering on,’ ‘pairing,’ ‘low battery,’ and so on. 

“One day I accidentally knocked it down, directly into the 
shower spray. I immediately snatched it out of the water, 
turned it off and dried it … then tried turning it back on once 
it seemed dry enough. 

“It still worked. But it speaks Spanish now. I about had a 
heart attack and then laughed my ass off when I turned it on 
and, instead of the usual announcement of ‘powering on’ I 
heard a completely unfamiliar voice intone 
‘ENCENDIENDO [POWERING ON].’ 

“To be clear, there is no discernable way for the user to 
configure the language of this thing. I can only assume the 
alternate language settings exist at the firmware level for 
different distribution regions or something, and whatever the 
water shorted out or disrupted just happened to flip the right 
bits into Spanish mode. I’m curious if factory reset would 
switch it back or if it’s genuinely broken somehow, but I’m 
too entertained by the change to even try. The little guy is 
still going strong and speaking Spanish to this day, and the 
ENCENDIENDO! still cracks me up when I turn it on. I 
don’t think I’ll ever get over the sheer surprise and hilarity 
of that moment. Haha.” 
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Acc87 commented, “Lol. Reminds me of my mum who, 
trying to set the clock, changed her oven to Spanish once. No 
voice but the display was all hombre.” 

sambjork commented, “There must be something special 
with things changing language to Spanish in particular. My 
mum’s car randomly decided to change from Swedish to 
Spanish. Was very amusing until we found the settings and 
managed to revert back to something we could understand.” 

2) Pokadapuppy wrote, “I had a laptop audibly say in a 
mechanical female voice, ‘Catastrophic failure,’ and then die 
completely.” 

Cephalopodio commented, “I wish getting a divorce were 
that easy. I tried that on my husband, but it didn’t work.” 

3) funky_grandma wrote, “Not a computer, but I used to 
have this ‘talking watch’ that would tell you the time when 
you pushed its button. I left it out in the rain once and when 
it dried out and started talking again, it had gone insane. It 
would go off at random times, but it wouldn’t say the time, 
it would just start naming numbers. It also had a rooster noise 
it could make as an alarm sound, so it would be 4am or 
something, and I would hear, ‘One, nine, two, seven, forty, 
thirty-three, ten, eight, COCKA-DOODLE-DOOOOO!’” 

funky_grandma added, “That’s not even the best part. When 
I moved out, I opened a panel and dropped it inside the wall. 
A friend of mine took over my room, he said it drove him 
insane and he took a hammer to the wall to get it out.” 

Haruk0_haruhara commented, “That’s … I’m not sure what 
to say.” 

errolthedragon responded, “The word you’re looking for is 
‘amazing.’” 

7eggert replied, “You mispeld ‘evil.’” 



 3 

 
williebob724 commented, “You misspelled ‘misspelled.’”1 

2. “What Is The Strangest Thing To Have Happened To 
You On A Family Vacation?” 

1) SafariNZ wrote, “There was a short in the wiring for the 
car horn so whenever we turned left, the horn went off. My 
dad got a lot of dirty looks from women. :)” 

homesteadmom01 commented, “Oh, my gosh. I hope it’s 
okay that I’m off topic. It was Christmas morning and my 
mom came into my room to tell me about the car alarm that 
has been going off all night. I said, ‘What idiot wouldn’t 
know that their car alarm was going off all night?’ Just as I 
finished getting dressed, there was a knock at the door. It was 
a police officer telling me that my car alarm had been going 
all night. We had a really long house (120ft). My bedroom 
was on the opposite end. It froze that night and separated 
something. I just about died of embarrassment and, later, 
laughter.” 

2) A_Dehydrated_Walrus wrote: 

“Friends of ours in my small home town are owners of a 
hotel there. So one year, my family is in town for Christmas. 
Long story short, they wanted someone to ‘babysit’ the hotel 
for them while they fly south for a week. We had the place 
to ourselves. It was actually a pretty ballin’ Christmas — 
opening gifts in a huge hotel lobby under a 12-foot-tall tree, 
rooms to ourselves, etc. 

“But one night I’m flicking through the cable. The movie 
network is on. There’s nothing else to watch. I’m in the room 

 
1 Source: xander4020, “What is the weirdest behavior you have had 
from a damaged computer?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m0xpkn/what_is_the_
weirdest_behavior_you_have_had_from_a/ >. 
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alone, I can watch adult movies and nobody can stop me. (I 
was a pre-teen at the time!) What’s the feature film that 
night? The Shining. (I mean, what are the chances, right?) I 
knew it from pop-culture references, but had never seen it. I 
watched it through my fingers, and then spent the rest of our 
stay at the hotel peeking around corners to make sure there 
were no little twins around the other side. Oh, and don’t get 
me started on going to the bathroom, making sure the 
bathtub was empty. Otherwise, it was a great Christmas!” 

3) CandelaBelen wrote, “Not as serious as the rest of these 
replies, but we accidentally walked into the ‘clothing 
optional’ beach.” 

4) Crazy_Common_8032 wrote, “My mum and I were 
staying in a hotel room in Spain, my dad and brother were 
down the hall as the rooms could fit only three people in 
them. My mum liked to sleep with no top on as it was warm, 
and she has no shame. I was about 13. At about four in the 
morning we hear fumbling at the door and the door starts to 
open. I managed to wake up and push the door shut. My 
mum jumped up and we were wrestling with someone to 
keep the door shut. Through the peep hole I could see a 
young guy, he kept looking at his key and trying again, he 
seemed quite drunk. After about three minutes, he gave up 
and left. I ran down to reception with my mum and they 
explained that they had given him the key to our room as he 
told them that was his room. Turned out he had the correct 
room, but the wrong hotel.” 

5) LEYW wrote: 

“When I was kid my family rented a holiday house on the 
South Coast, here in Australia. In the middle of the night a 
drunk guy broke into our house and started cooking sausages 
on the stove. He apparently claimed he’d got the wrong 
house. 
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“I woke up and heard the guy slurring his words, and my dad 
shouting at this guy and asking how he’d got in. But in the 
morning my parents told me it was just a big dog that had 
got in our backyard. They didn’t want us kids to be scared 
for the rest of the holiday. They finally told the truth about 
the sausage-cooking home invader when I was an adult.” 

6) jalex417 wrote, “In New Orleans, this psychic / palm 
reader was doing a two-for-one deal so a friend and I decided 
to do it and split the cost. My friend goes first and the lady 
tells her the guy she’s with is her soulmate, she’s going to 
have kids, and a bunch of other generic pleasantries. I sit 
down and I’m expecting more or less the same thing but she 
grabs my hand and starts saying how I’m not from this 
universe, I have the soul of witch, I’ll soon discover my 
hidden powers and all this crazy shit. It freaked out all the 
people I was with, but I found it pretty amusing.” 

Smokedeggs asked, “So, did you discover any hidden 
powers?” 

jalex417 answered, “No yet, but my fingers are still 
crossed.”2 

3. “How Did You Lose Weight?” 

youngsaturn wrote, “I ate […] calories per day for a month 
and ate mostly chicken fish and veggies. Protein and veggies 
will fill you up while also being very few calories so you 
could easily have three big meals of it as long as you stick to 
those food groups. Maybe sprinkle in some fruit every once 
in a while. If this is too tough for you, going for an intense 

 
2 Source: asrielsghost, “what is the strangest thing to have happened to 
you on a family vacation?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m0xx52/what_is_the_s
trangest_thing_to_have_happened_to/ >. 
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morning run gives you more calorie allowance and so you 
can be a little more flexible throughout the day.” 

SlothOfDoom asked, “What the hell is chicken fish?” 

monstertots509 answered, “Chicken of the sea.” 

Oswald_dimbulb commented: 

“Let’s eat grandma! 

“Let’s eat, grandma! 

“Punctuation saves lives.” 

Papa_Raj commented, “This made me laugh so hard I woke 
up the baby. Wife angrily asked me what was so funny. Read 
this out loud to her. She started laughing. Thank you.” 

downtimeredditor commented, “I’d imagine ‘chicken of the 
sea’ is catfish because ‘scaredy cat’ has a very similar 
definition to ‘chicken’ as in ‘Are you a chicken?’ So, yeah.” 

Note by David Bruce: The number of calories you should eat 
to lose weight will vary per person. You need to eat fewer 
calories than you use up, but still eat enough so that you 
don’t feel weak. Also, the amount of weight you lose will 
vary per person. Usually, losing one or two pounds per week 
is healthy, but a very heavy person can at first lose more 
weight quickly without feeling weak. Be sure to exercise and 
make sure that the food you do eat is nutritious. Also, make 
healthy living a long-term lifestyle.3 

 
3 Source: International-Try814, “How did you lose weight?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 8 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m0lxkw/how_did_you
_lose_weight/ >. 
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4. “When Were You Outsmarted By A Child? 

1) WatchTheBoom wrote: 

“A few years ago, we lived in an apartment next door to a 
brewery. We were pretty close with the brewery owners and 
the staff. One day, we walked in and saw one of the 
bartenders sitting at the end of the bar playing Battleship 
with the owner’s daughter, probably seven or eight years old. 
I asked how it was going, and the bartender said something 
to the effect of ‘she’s kicking my ass.’ 

“He made his next call: ‘B2.’ 

“‘Miss.’ 

“‘Damn it, another one?’ 

“I looked at the little girl’s board. She never placed any of 
the ships.” 

2) cooki3okie wrote, “I went outside with my younger 
brother for something and said, ‘The one who enters the 
house first has to mop the floor.’ I said it because it seemed 
that he’d finish outside what we were doing, first. We were 
outside for a while, enough for me to forget what I’ve said. 
We’re going in and my brother said, ‘The last one to enter is 
a donkey,’ so of course, I rushed in. And then he mentioned 
how I entered first so now I have to mop the floor.” 

3) BinaryPeach wrote: 

“I was in high school with some extended family for the 
holidays. One of my cousins is a couple of years older than 
me and had started her sophomore year of college. She had 
noticeably gained some weight. For reference, in high school 
she was an year-round athlete. She played every sport at a 
very high level, even going to the state championship for 
power lifting. 
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“Back to the holiday dinner, my nine-year-old niece walks 
up to my cousin and asks if she stopped working out? 
Jokingly, my cousin tried to laugh it off and replied, ‘Hey, 
did you just make a fat joke?’ And my nine-year-old 
instantly responded, ‘No, you’re the fat joke,’ and just ran 
away. 

“I was shook to my core about what I just heard, it took every 
bit of willpower to hold in my laugh, but the look on my 
cousin’s face was just shock and horror. 

“Edit: The next year’s Christmas my cousin had lost a bunch 
of weight through diet and long-distance running, probably 
being thinner than she was even in high school. I just can’t 
help but wonder if it was my niece’s comment that 
contributed to her getting back in shape.” 

4) enterthedragynn wrote: 

“My five-year-old asked me a question, and I gave some 
bullshit answer. 

“She looked me dead in my face and said, ‘Just because I am 
little doesn’t mean you have to lie to me. If you don’t want 
to answer, just say so.’ I gave her a hug and said, ‘I am 
sorry.’ 

“She is now 14. I haven’t lied to her since.” 

homesteadmom01 commented, “My six-year-old just told 
my mom a couple days ago, ‘I’m young, not stupid.’” 

5) stu-el wrote: 

“Back in my Star Wars figure-collecting days, I found an at-
the-time rare Tatooine Darth Maul on the shelf. I was gleeful 
and giddy … until I saw the small child looking at the figure 
looking sad. So I asked said child if child already had this 
figure. Child said no. 
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“Now, I never want to be the kind of collector who takes a 
toy away from a child, so I hand it over. 

“Child gleefully runs over to the parents, and says, ‘Look 
what I got. We can put it on eBay.’ Ooof.” 

6) deepthots20 wrote: 

“When my daughter was a toddler, she went through a 
hitting phase. Every time she’d smack me or her father, I’d 
pick her up, say, ‘We don’t hit each other in this family,’ and 
put her in timeout. 

“One time without thinking I said instead, ‘We don’t hit each 
other in this house.’ She thought about it for a second, looked 
at me and said, ‘Mama go outside?’” 

7) openletter8 wrote: 

“I was putting my youngest to bed and she ran off to hide 
from me. After tossing the house, I couldn’t find her. So I 
went into the living room and yelled, ‘You better get in your 
room in the next 20 seconds or no Nintendo Switch 
tomorrow!’ 

“‘I am in my room!’ comes down the hallway. 

“I go to her room, and that little jerk ain’t in there. I keep 
looking for her and still can’t find her. Then the giggles start. 

“She is in her room. 

“Closet? Nope. Behind the door? Nope. Under the bed? 
Nope. 

“Then I find her. She had buried herself under all of her 
stuffed animals in the corner of her room. If she had been 
able to fully stifle her giggles, I would have never found 
her.” 

Career-Tourist commented: 
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“I did something like that to my brother when he was 
babysitting me. I was like seven at the time and could fit into 
things well so I hid inside a plastic storage bin and shimmied 
under the bed. 

“It got to the point that he had to call our parents because he 
thought I had run away. 

“I was an asshole.” 

anon_e_mous9669 commented, “I did something similar. I 
was VERY skinny and managed to climb inside a cut in the 
bottom of the felt in the box spring of my bed because I was 
mad at him for stealing my food. I didn’t come out until our 
parents got home and he was freaking out, thinking I ran 
away from home. Good times.”4 

5. “How Do We Know That Cave Drawings Aren’t 
Ancient Doodles By Bored Caveman Kids?” 

Rokurokubi83 wrote: 

“Not the question you’re asking, but an interesting related 
fact worth sharing, I think. 

“Early cave paintings in Europe are potentially ‘animated.’ 

“First clues to this are stone disks on strings that have a 
drawing on either side, when spun the two drawings seem to 
show an animal galloping etc. Thought to be an early form 
of a toy. 

 
4 Source: Career-Tourist, “When were you outsmarted by a child?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 10 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m20tis/when_were_yo
u_outsmarted_by_a_child/ >. 
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“There are many cave paintings in Europe that show animals 
with too many legs. For a while researchers struggled to 
figure out why. 

“But when viewing the cave paintings under the flicker of 
lights of a burning torch the drawing came to life, showing 
one form, then another, animation movement previously 
unseen under the solid light of electricity the researchers 
usually utilised. 

https://wondergressive.com/30000-year-old-cave-paintings-
are-actually-animations/ 

“Nothing to do with cave kid graffiti but cool nonetheless, I 
hope!” 

wild_a commented, “Wow, this is the coolest thing I’ve seen 
on Reddit in 2021. Thank you for sharing this. It’s crazy to 
me how amazing human creativity is.” 

Rokurokubi83 responded: 

“Humans are cool, my dude. Our biggest evolutionary 
advantage is our respiratory system. Out of every land 
creature on Earth a fit human (and I don’t count myself 
among the fit category!) is capable of outrunning any other 
creature. 

“We’re not the fastest by far but humans outran all land 
based animals in distance. Perfect for running down prey. 
Chase them until they collapse, you don’t have to be faster, 
you just need more stamina. 

“Our lungs, among all animals, also fair best in smoky 
environments. Great for sleeping by the fireside, fire that 
kept away predators and more importantly to our ancestors, 
kept away mosquitoes. 

“Respiration was our edge on survivability and became our 
strongest trait. Forget walking upright, opposable thumbs, 



 12 

 
and all that; they’re great, but we share those with other apes. 
Our respiratory system launched humans from dumb hairless 
apes to quantum theory. 

“< 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3926130/ 
>.” 

Xc0liber asked, “Wait, so you’re saying at the end of the day 
we can outrun a horse?” 

fatguy71 answered: 

“As an example, the Western States 100 race started out as a 
horse event until someone decided to see if he could beat the 
horses on foot. He did, and the event turned into just a human 
running race. 

“< https://www.wser.org/how-it-all-began/ >.” 

“Edit: There is still a group in Africa who do what is called 
persistence hunting where they basically run after their prey 
until it dies of exhaustion. Part of it is lung capacity, but a 
lot of it is heat dissipation. Most animals run until they are 
overheated and then they have to stop. If they don’t, they die. 
Humans can constantly dissipate heat through sweat, so 
overheating is not an issue for us. There is still a lot of skill 
involved with this type of hunting, but it is actually more 
effective than other forms of hunting.” 

Clynch28 commented: 

“There’s also a group of people in Mexico who are actually 
the best long-distance runners in the world, far better than 
East Africans and Paula Radcliffe. The reason you never 
seem them competing in the Olympics or marathons is 
because a marathon distance is too short for them. In that 
distance they will just be starting to get into their stride. 
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“< https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rar%C3%A1muri >.”5 

6. “What Was Your ‘Oh, Fuck. I’m Gonna Die’ 
Moment?” 

1) beaceebee wrote, “For some reason I was separated from 
the group I was traveling with in Mexico, and the cab driver 
started going in the exact opposite direction of where I told 
him to go. I was pretty confident of my Spanish language 
skills at that time, so I repeated the directions again, and he 
kept going, giving some flimsy, not quite coherent 
explanation for going the wrong way. At this point, I was 
terrified, but I got this paradoxical reaction where I sat 
forward, and very loudly — in English — told him to turn 
the f*!#ing cab around and go the other way. He didn’t say 
another word, just turned the cab around and went exactly 
where I told him to.” 

rocket___goblin commented, “You may have just saved 
yourself some money or a kidnapping.” 

Kuronis commented, “My mom, her sisters, and their mom 
were in Mexico on a cruise and were traveling in a cab and 
had a similar situation. The main difference was that my aunt 
had just got engaged to a very rich man who bought her a 
massive diamond and she wore it in the cab. Luckily, the cab 
driver was a nice guy and told her to hide the ring and he was 
going a weird way because of roadwork.”6 

 
5 Source: UnEquilibriumX, “How do we know that Cave drawings 
aren’t ancient doodles by bored caveman kids?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 
March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m2g9on/how_do_we_k
now_that_cave_drawings_arent_ancient/ >. 
6 Source: spider_takerr, “What was your ‘oh fuck, I’m gonna die’ 
moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 March 2021 < 
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7) “People Who Own Multiple Pets, What Is Some 
Drama Going On Between Them Right Now?” 

1) zerbey wrote, “The dog doesn’t like when the cat gives 
him dirty looks. The cat knows this, will deliberately stare 
him down, and then expertly leap out of the way when he 
goes to chase her.” 

Pigelot commented, “Our dog is very stupid and cannot 
stand when the cat stares at him. We have a baby gate to keep 
the dogs away from the cat’s food and litter, and the cat will 
sit behind the baby gate, TAIL SWISHING, and bore holes 
into him. He loses his goddamn mind.” 

Zarathrustra124 commented: 

“As a kid we had a dog on an invisible fence, and a pair of 
outdoor cats. The cats memorized the entire boundary of the 
fence, and would spend all day sunning themselves inches 
beyond the dog’s reach as she stared and vibrated with 
tension. 

“After many years of this, I was coming home from a walk 
with the dog and she managed to slip her collar, then sprinted 
at one of the cats from outside the fence. Cat tensed up 
preparing for a fight. Dog realized cat wasn’t running, 
skidded to a halt in front of her, sniffed her for a few seconds, 
barked once in her face, and then proudly trotted back to me, 
life’s goal accomplished.” 

redheadmomster666 commented, “I can’t even stand when 
my cat stares at me. Which is all the fucking time. You’d 
think she had something better to do.” 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m2ddmx/what_was_yo
ur_oh_fuck_im_gonna_die_moment/ >. 
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2) llamas1355 wrote, “Two cats. I opened the window for 
the first time this year since the weather is finally nice. They 
have been pushing each other away for the best spot to smell 
the air.” 

3) Banzewrld wrote, “I have a cat, a puppy, and a dog. Cat 
likes to lure the puppy under the bed and he can get under 
but gets stuck in the middle where it’s the lowest. I have to 
rescue him (usually around 2 am and he wakes me up by 
scratching the floor trying to get out). Cat also likes to knock 
off things from the counter he knows puppy should not be 
chewing on. Puppy and cat like to wrestle with each other. 
But dog doesn’t like the ruckus and barks at them to stop. 
Cat doesn’t like the barking so then he chases dog. Puppy 
follows cat and there’s a train of three running Tom-and-
Jerry-style through the house. At the end of the day, though, 
they are always in a big cuddle pile, so I think they’ll be 
okay.” 

TheIncredibleDrPaul commented, “I always tell ‘flat-
earthers’ that if the Earth was flat, cats would have knocked 
us off the edge / into other dimensions.” 

Banzewrld added, “They are all really good boys, but my 
fiancé has been gone for the past two weeks and sometimes 
I do feel like I’m a single mother of three toddlers.” 

SleeplessShitposter commented, “Puppies are for cats what 
a tomboy sister is for a boy. Not what you expected, but a 
surprisingly great substitute for the friend you wanted.” 

SymphonyForTheDevil commented, “I’d say the opposite. 
Dogs like kittens because they’ll chase play fight. My grown 
cats have never liked puppies.” 

4) I_wish_to_reform wrote, “Dog 1 is trying to trick Dog 2 
into following her into the garden so that Dog 1 can then 
storm back indoors to take Dog 2’s bone she is enjoying. 
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Dog 3 is sitting on the couch quietly waiting for this to 
happen, so Dog 3 can be the actual winner of this scheme.” 

5) DarthTheRaider wrote: 

“I once had both a cat and a guinea pig some 25 years ago, 
and they seemed to hate each other. Whenever my cat got 
near the cage. the guinea pig would start squealing 
aggressively at the cat and the cat would swat at the cage 
while sporting a look of utter disgust. That was a daily 
routine. It was the first thing that happened in the morning. 
It lasted a minute, and then they didn’t bother each other for 
the rest of the day and the cat could even nap on top of the 
cage at times without any protest from either. It was just part 
of the day for them. That drama just had to happen every 
day. 

“They went on like that for seven years. The guinea pig got 
really sick because he was old and I realize he doesn’t have 
long left. I picked him up out of the cage and put him on my 
lap so he didn’t have to die alone. The fucking cat came up 
and licked the guinea pig and laid on my lap beside him until 
he passed. Apparently the cat loved him all along. The 
seven-year drama was just their thing. That still amazes me.” 

6) Dr_Julian_Helisent wrote, “We got a puppy two weeks 
ago. Our elderly cat is furious when we do dog-training 
sessions because cat deserves the treats instead. We end up 
doing joint training sessions and the cat is actually much 
more consistent than puppy.” 

Lexi_Banner commented, “In my house, if a package 
crinkles, it must be treats. And if there are treats, they must 
be for kitty and puppy, but kitty first. KITTY. FIRST.” 

SymphonyForTheDevil commented, “My chihuahua takes 
Prozac because she is so damn nervous. I take my vitamins 
when I give her, her Prozac so if I open the medicine cabinet 
around that time, the dog FREAKS out if a pill bottle even 
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moves. Since I give it to her in a pill-pocket treat, I’ll give 
the cats treats, too. So now the cats coming running if they 
hear pill bottles, or they hear the dog being insanely excited 
for the treats.” 

Soma_Tweaker commented: 

“We made the crinkle mistake for far too long. 

“Change to a tub or jar; just pour the packets in. Saves you 
getting hassled when you just want a damn M&M in peace.”7 

8. “What Was The Scariest Thing That Had Ever 
Happened To You?” 

helpivebeen wrote, “Woke up in the middle of the night to 
the sound of my TV being stolen. Cords being ripped out of 
the walls and tons of banging. My five-year-old was sleeping 
in his room with the door closed and my door at the end of 
the apartment was open. I felt like I was going to die and I 
was paralyzed with fear. I slowly dialed 911 on my cell but 
was too scared to even press call because if they heard me 
maybe they’d kill me and my son. After about ten minutes 
of loud noise and what sounded like chaos, it finally stopped 
and was silent. I slowly got out of bed and peaked through 
the crack. I didn’t see anything strange in the living room 
and meandered out. My tv and all belongings were there. 
Then like a bat out of hell my cat came out from behind the 
tv chasing a mouse. That motherfucker had been playing 
with this mouse the whole time behind the TV, crashing shit 

 
7 Source: wheel-snipe-celly, “People who own multiple pets, what is 
some drama going on between them right now?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 
March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m2s4ai/people_who_o
wn_multiple_pets_what_is_some_drama/ >. 
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while I thought I was going to die. I’ll never forget that 
night.” 

fourcrazycoons commented: 

“That actually recently happened in The Netherlands: A man 
called our emergency number to report a break-in in his 
house — he was upstairs. Cops came with six cars, hoping 
to catch the thief red handed. 

“It turned out to be the neighbour’s cat.” 

JakeMoops commented, “Damn cat burglars.” 

fourcrazycoons added, “The police posted a picture of the 
intruder online … including one of those black censorship 
bars across the eyes.” 

sixacorns commented, “Something similar happened to me. 
Was woken by my wife that she thought someone was in my 
house. I heard loud banging and rustling around from my 
kitchen. I called 911 and told them to send police. I told the 
dispatchers where to find the key outside and have the cops 
let themselves in. When I heard the police come in, I opened 
my bedroom door and saw the police walk into my kitchen 
with their guns drawn only to find my dog getting into the 
trash. Single most terrifying and violating feeling I’ve ever 
had thinking another strange human was inside my home.”8 

9. “What’s The Cutest Thing Your Pet Has Done?” 

1) 1throwawayor4 wrote: 

 
8 Source: Ash_Sky_Soto, “What was the scariest thing that had ever 
happened to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m3j1lx/what_was_the_
scariest_thing_that_had_ever/ >. 
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“My brother’s dog was lying in the stairs yesterday. My 
parents’ stairs have a gap in the railing bars. Big enough to 
stick my face through. 

“So as I was walking by I stuck my face in to talk to the dog. 

“He ever so gingerly bopped me in the nose with his nose. 
Too cute.” 

2) manapan wrote, “I have three cats and the oldest one is a 
very grumpy old man sometimes. He doesn’t like change. I 
was genuinely worried how he was going to adjust to us 
bringing home newborn twins [humans]. But from day one, 
those have been his babies. They’re eight months old now. 
This cat has tried to push them in their swings when they 
were crying, he snuggles up next to them when they’re fussy, 
and he’ll even encourage them to use him as a bottle prop so 
their hands are free to grab at him despite their not yet having 
any idea of the concept of ‘gentle.’” 

3) kepsmom68 wrote, “My cat who lived until age 19 never 
slept all night with me except the day my dog died. She knew 
I was upset.” 

pokemonprofessor121 wrote: 

“I have been trying to convince my husband that the cats can 
sense our emotions and he’s just now realizing it for himself. 

“Our cat can definitely tell when we’re having a bad day, are 
stressed or sad and will give us extra cuddles. She’ll follow 
me around on my bad days.” 

LzzyHalesLegs commented, “Can also confirm. I fostered a 
cat for a year and normally had to give her a lot of attention 
before she’d lie down for belly rubs. But the one day I was 
really down, she came up to me and just plopped down on 
her back.” 
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whiskydragonteaparty wrote, “I had just moved into a new 
place when my dog died, and the first night I slept at home 
her cat, that I really hadn’t spent much time with, kept 
reaching his paws under my door and shaking it until I let 
him in and he promptly came and plopped down on my bed 
next to me. He did this for the first few nights I was there 
after she passed, but never before or since. I’m not sure how 
he knew, I really needed it at the time, though.”9 

10. “What’s The Kindest Thing A Stranger Has Done 
For You?” 

1) Camelspidersss wrote: 

“Back in the late nineties, I worked in a very busy bakery. I 
was working the Christmas Eve shift, and it was a zoo. Very 
busy, and all my customers were rushing and stressed. A guy 
came in to make a small purchase, and left a Christmas card 
in my tip jar. I had seen him once or twice before, but he 
wasn’t a regular and I didn’t really know anything about it 
him. I opened the card after my shift was over, and it had 
$400 in it. He said $200 was for me, and the other $200 was 
to distribute among the rest of the staff. He said that I had 
brightened his day a few weeks before. I don’t remember the 
encounter he was talking about, and I never saw him again. 

“That $200 meant a lot to me at that time.” 

2) anxietyeggroll wrote, “Had a bunch of people give me 
quarters on the bus in Tacoma while I was homeless so that 
I could afford the transit.” 

 
9 Source: clickstorm7, “What’s the cutest thing your pet has done?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 12 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m3ulre/whats_the_cute
st_thing_your_pet_has_done/ >. 
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3) CntDstryr93 wrote: 

“When I was a younger teenager, I participated in a local Yu-
Gi-Oh! tournament. I thought that my deck (which was 
basically a slightly modified Structure Deck) was good 
because I would win against my friends. 

“I got my ass kicked. Hard. I didn’t know many of the cards 
these obvious ‘real’ players and collectors had and I also 
didn’t know lots of the metagame strategies, demanding to 
read through every card’s effect text because I couldn’t 
believe that there was a legitimate strategy that would force 
me to discard my whole hand. 

“As you can imagine, I was a little heart-broken at the end. 
A player who wiped the floor with me earlier approached me 
and started asking questions about how long I’ve been 
playing, etc. After a short conversation, he showed me some 
of his cards and explained to me the cards’ effects and how 
they would suit my playing style. Then, he started taking 
some of these cards out of his collector’s book and simply 
gave them to me, without demanding anything in return. 
Wished me luck and expressed his hope to meet again, when 
I improved my playing. 

“Thank you, kind stranger, that was a very kind thing to do 
and made my otherwise disappointing day. :)” 

4) ghost_bunny wrote, “I was moving from Arizona to 
Oregon and had loaded all of my worldly possessions in the 
back of my pickup truck and covered it with a tarp. About 
two minutes into my drive, I rounded a corner and I heard a 
bunch of stuff shift in the back and saw something fall out. 
Panicked, I quickly pulled into a Walmart parking lot and 
got out to assess my situation and rearrange my goods. I was 
super stressed because it was about 10:00pm and I really 
didn’t know what I was doing. At that moment, two guys 
walked up to me and offered to help. Within 20 minutes, they 
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had expertly rearranged everything for me and refused any 
sort of payment. I made it all the way to Oregon without any 
issues.” 

5) Don_Rumata_Estorsky wrote: 

“For over a year I am writing articles about the history of 
photography (more of a tech side), articles based on the 
cameras I have. One of the articles was about Soviet pre-war 
large-format cameras. In the comments one of the readers 
mentioned his own large-format cam, an 80-year old-camera 
much more expensive than anything I had. We began 
chatting about that camera and large-format shooting. 

“Long things short, he sent it to me, for free. A man who 
never met me in person, who didn’t even knew I existed 
before reading my article made me the best Christmas gift I 
have ever had. And, oh, god, I freaking LOVE this camera!” 

6) cutebleeder wrote, “I was standing in line for a club to 
listen to a few bands live (That 1 Guy, Heatbox), and as I 
walked up to the door, the guy behind me reached forward 
and paid for my ticket. He did not say anything else, and I 
did not even see him the whole night.”10 

11. “What Is The Most Flattering Thing A Child Has 
Ever Said To You?” 

1) poopcornkernas wrote, “‘I like your tooth necklace.’ I was 
wearing braces.” 

2) Penyrolewen wrote: 

 
10 Source: shrrrrrr, “What’s the kindest thing a stranger has done for 
you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m491a6/whats_the_kin
dest_thing_a_stranger_has_done_for/ >. 
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“I was wearing my motorbike gear (minus helmet) when a 
kid told me I looked like a ‘missioner.’ I asked what a 
‘missioner’ is. 

“‘A man who does missions.’ 

“Can’t get cooler than that.” 

3) AliTheAsian wrote: 

“‘Are you chocolate?’ 

“Backstory: I went with my friend to this rural place and 
there was this little girl and this was her first time seeing a 
coloured person.” 

4) HoopOnPoop wrote: 

“‘Geh’ — my daughter. 

“She’s only eight weeks old. Language isn’t her forte yet. 
But she was making eye contact and smiling when she said 
it, so I assume it was quite complimentary.” 

5) literallynorealplan wrote: 

“I used to ride — just a tiny little CBR [City Bike Racer] 
250, but it was the perfect size / weight for my frame and I 
liked it a lot. One morning when I pulled into my apartment’s 
parking lot, a little girl saw me hop off and pull my helmet 
off. She goes, ‘Girls can ride bikes, too! No way!” 

“Not exactly a compliment, but I blew that girl’s mind that 
day. Lol. I hope she grows up and gets her own bike.” 

6) RanSwansonsOldMan write, “Well, my daughter once 
said that she was lucky to have me for a dad and my son once 
called me his hero. So I guess that counts.” 

7) ethnicmutt wrote: 
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“‘Are you a real cat?’ — small girl on the train. Re: my most 
successful Halloween costume to date.  

“‘Yep. Witch’s curse.’  

“Cue huge eyes and deep suspicion.” 

8) nootingintensifies wrote: “‘You got big boobies’ — my 
then-five-year-old cousin to me, aged 16.” 

9) UrImaginaryFriend wrote, “I used to work out a lot. I was 
walking past a Girl Scouts table carrying some shopping, and 
a little girl yells, ‘Do you need some cookies for your big 
muscles?’ I bought lots of cookies that day.” 

10) Jubjub0527 wrote, “I went to a coworker’s house to do 
some work and her son told her he thought I was beautiful. 
Ha. He’s like four and that’s not something I hear often, so 
it was nice to hear.” 

11) TheOriginalBastrid wrote, “I sometimes subbed at a 
preschool but hadn’t been needed for a while. I walked by 
the center during playtime when one of the four-year-olds 
ran to the fence to talk to me. He asked me why I had not 
been there and I told him I came only when someone was ill. 
He thought for a few seconds and came up with a solution. 
With a big smile on his face, he said, ‘I’ll throw up!’” 

12) light-academia wrote, “I was ice skating a while back, 
and there was a little girl behind me who kept mimicking my 
movements and trying to convince her dad I was a fairy 
princess.” 

13) TurtletRvaeler2714 wrote, “‘You taught me it’s ok to be 
weird.’ And I didn’t even try.”11 

 
11 Source: K-RUPT_ALCHEMIST, “what is the most flattering thing a 
child has ever said to you ?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 March 2021 < 
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12. “Younger Siblings Of Reddit, What Was The Best 
Lie Your Older Siblings Told You As A Kid?” 

1) Cairocatastophe wrote, “They convinced me potato peels 
were poisonous and that’s why they were peeled before 
cooking. I believed this until I was 12 and had dinner at a 
friend’s house when her mom made mashed potatoes with 
the peels on.” 

Cairocatastophe added: 

“I freaked out and told her we couldn’t eat them because they 
were poisonous! They all looked at me like I was special and 
explained that they were perfectly safe. I had some words 
with my older brother when I got home, and he laughed and 
laughed. I think he’s still laughing decades later. 

“After that I questioned everything I thought I knew. It was 
a pre-teen existential crisis.” 

2) FauCM wrote, “My older brother convinced me that every 
time I played a racing videogame, I was controlling an actual 
car, and whenever I crashed it my parents had to pay for the 
damage.” 

3) effinx wrote: 

“My brother once told me that the phone number 9-1-1 was 
the Ghostbusters. I proceeded to call it and when they 
answered I said, ‘Hi, Ghostbusters?’ 

“Cops came I think to make sure everything was all right. 
Oops!” 

4) circusgeek wrote, “My youngest sister passed away, but I 
know that she would say that her older sister convinced her 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m4ehj2/what_is_the_m
ost_flattering_thing_a_child_has/ >. 
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to name her doll Latrine, which is a glamorous French 
name.” 

5) shitty-bionetrics wrote: 

“I had this colouring book as a kid that had one of those ‘spot 
the difference’ pages. The trick was a moustache was 
missing on a character in the second picture, so I grabbed my 
black crayon and drew on the missing moustache. 

“A while later, my older brother brought me the picture 
acting all confused. Said, ‘I can’t figure this out. Can you 
help me?’ At the time I thought I was soooo clever and my 
art skills were just so great. Now obviously I realize he was 
playing along to hype me up. Just a really cute big brother 
memory.” 

6) slowsunslumber wrote: 

“My sister told me it was illegal for anyone under 10 to 
swear. (She was 10, and I was seven.) She said it was in the 
Constitution. 

“When I turned 10, she said the legal swearing age had just 
been raised to 13.” 

slowsunslumber added, “I was too scared to say a swear 
word before I was 10 because I didn’t want to get arrested.” 

slowsunslumber also added, “When she told me the age 
changed to 13, I caught on that something wasn’t right. I still 
didn’t swear very much … you know, just in case.” 

7) babybluekitty0530 wrote, “My older sister convinced me 
I was adopted because I’m weird.” 

Punkerduckle wrote: 

“Similar here. I was blonde with blue eyes and my brothers 
are a decade older with brown hair and brown eyes. 
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“This was their evidence for me being adopted and I 
wholeheartedly believed that until my mom brought out a 
photo album with pictures of me being born.” 

TheApoptosis wrote, “Yeah. my brother told me that they 
found me in a dumpster, behind the monkey exhibit, at a 
British zoo. (We’re American.)” 

8) Wallflowersun wrote, “That I was an alien and not human, 
but my parents loved me so much they would never admit it. 
I was four; he was eight.”12 

13. “Driving School Teachers, What Are The Most 
Outrageous Things Student Drivers Have Done While 
With You?” 

1) 4141 wrote, “I had an instructor who was famous for 
never using his teacher’s brake — even when he should. I 
was riding in the back seat when another student was 
merging onto the freeway for the first time. The kid is 
looking over his shoulder and concentrating, concentrating, 
concentrating. He’s determined to make the merge … and 
never looked forward as he accelerated down the ramp. We 
drifted off the side and hit the snowbank at 50 mph, snow 
was roaring over the hood, and we ground to a stop buried to 
the top of the windshield, with an orange ‘Student Driver’ 
sign sticking out the top. The kid was shaking and gripping 
the wheel with white knuckles when the teacher says, as 
calmly as can be, ‘You oughta look forward once in a while 
when you go down the ramp.’” 

 
12 Source: FacuCM, “Younger siblings of Reddit, what was the best lie 
your older siblings told you as a kid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 March 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m4hvgn/younger_sibli
ngs_of_reddit_what_was_the_best_lie/ >. 
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2) Art1924 wrote, “I used to live in Paris as a teenager. 
People there drive wildly. I was taking the final exam, I was 
super focused on not making mistakes, when some crazy 
driver just purposely missed a stop sign and rushed in front 
of me. The examiner had to do an emergency brake, which 
usually is a major mistake. I thought, That’s it. I’m fucked, 
and then he opened the window, flipped at the other car 
while yelling some rich words at him. Then he calmly told 
me, ‘Parisians are assholes. Continue, please,’ and I passed.” 

3) calis wrote, “I have a rule about squirrels in the road. 
Don’t swerve to miss them. There are just as likely to dart 
the other direction and get run over anyway. I haven’t hit a 
squirrel in over 20 years that way.” 

Lord--Tourette commented, “My rule to avoid getting hit by 
meteors is to always wear a red hat so they can see me and 
avoid hitting me. In 20 years I have never been hit by one.” 

_jeremybearimy_ commented: 

“My classroom instructor harped about that for like 10 
minutes. ‘Fuck the squirrel! You’re driving a death machine! 
Just kill the fucking squirrel and save the lives of you and 
the people around you.’ 

“Then I looked down at the loaned textbook and someone 
had written, ‘Pete really fucking hates squirrels,’ in the 
margin. LOL. 

“Good lesson, though. I’ve never killed a squirrel, but I’ve 
never killed a human by swerving, either.”13 

 
13 Source: Pennachini19, “Driving School Teachers, what are the most 
outrageous things student drivers have done while with you?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 15 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m5mapf/driving_schoo
l_teachers_what_are_the_most/ >. 
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14. “What’s One Act Of Kindness From A Stranger That 
You Still Remember?” 

1) yourlittlebirdie wrote: 

“Years ago, I studied abroad in Italy. I had gone to England 
for a week and missed my flight back. It was RyanAir and 
even then, they didn’t give a damn so the best they could do 
was get me on another flight to another city hours away. 
Without going into all the details, it was a day-long 
nightmare that included getting stranded alone at night at an 
empty train station in an unfamiliar city (not fun for a young 
woman). 

“I finally, finally ended up on a train back to my city and on 
the last leg, the conductor asked for my ticket, which I 
provided, then he told me I had to pay a supplement because 
it was the wrong kind of ticket. I literally had no money at 
all except a couple of British pounds because I had spent it 
trying to get back, and I just burst into tears. A very kind 
older gentleman sitting next to me paid it for me, and I’ve 
never forgotten that simple gesture of kindness.” 

2) fugitivuserrans wrote, “I was lost in the flea market when 
I was five, and a blind man helped me find my dad. I was 
scared of him and my first reaction was to scream. I was a 
little kid, I hope he’s still alive, he’d be 80 by now.” 

Thisisall_new2me2 asked, “Um, I’m sure the blind guy is 
perfectly capable of getting by. I just want to know what 
strategy he used to help you.” 

fugitivuserrans answered, “He knew where all the booths 
were by memory and was friends with everybody. I told him 
my father was going to buy some clementines so we headed 
for the clementine booths.” 

3) Back2Bach wrote: 
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“It was raining when I got a flat tire on the highway. 

“Seeing my situation, a young guy wearing a raincoat pulled 
over to help. In no time he had the tire changed and assisted 
in getting me safely back into the flow of traffic. 

“Turns out he was an EMT (off-duty), and he just felt a 
genuine sense of satisfaction in helping others. Bless him!” 

4) potentialsmbc2023 wrote, “When I worked at a grocery 
store, this one lady would come in once a week on a 
weekday, count the number of cashiers on duty (usually 
three to six), and buy us each a chocolate bar.” 

5) ConstitoatedCrocodile wrote: 

“Long time ago when I was in middle school and my two 
brothers were in elementary school we would walk home 
(halfway across town, about five miles) and since both our 
parents didn’t come home until 4 or 5 o’clock they would 
give us money to stop somewhere and get something to eat. 
One day we stopped at KFC, I don’t remember how much 
money we had but we were young and little so we didn’t 
have to eat much to get full. 

“I ordered our food but forgot the drinks. I sat back down 
and counted my change, it looked like enough for drinks so 
I went up to the register and asked how much large drinks 
were (I don’t remember how much they were) I looked at my 
money and realized I had enough for only two drinks, I got 
the drinks and went back to our table and asked my brothers 
what they wanted, I went to the soda fountain and saw that 
the girl had given me a third cup. I went back up to her and 
told her, ‘Hey, you gave me an extra cup,’ and held it out 
expecting her to take it. 

“She just smiled and gave me a nod and said, ‘Yeah,’ and 
nodded toward the soda fountain. 



 31 

 
“It was a good day and I was a happy boy, but it wasn’t until 
I got older that it made me sort of sad for lack of better 
words. 

“We weren’t dirt poor, but we weren’t the most well-off on 
money. She saw a little boy getting food for his even younger 
brothers and she noticed they could hardly afford full meals 
for the three of them, and she decided to make that little 
boy’s day and gave him a free drink. 

“It’s such a small thing to do, but it’s been about 14 years 
ago that that’s happened and I still remember her.” 

6) Billbaprophet wrote: 

“After long delays, my flight was cancelled while I was 
standing in line at the gate to board it. 

“Next day was my son’s first birthday. I needed to be home. 

“Went to the United desk and they refused to help me in any 
way. Not only could I not get another flight that day, but 
nothing the next day either. Although I was internetting the 
hell out of my phone and showing them all sorts of flights, 
direct and connecting, that would get me there they were 
refusing, and I just didn’t have money to go buy something 
else. I was starting to lose my cool. 

“A guy in line stepped out after hearing me. Told them he 
was some crazy status, and asked to speak directly to the 
manager. Next thing I knew he was transferring his own 
ticket on a direct flight to me so I could get home to see my 
boy. I don’t even know what happened. I tried to thank him 
in every way I knew how, and he refused to take anything 
from me. He just told me he knew how it was when he was 
younger, and he would have wanted someone to do the same 
for him. 
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“I hugged the guy (probably against his will) and ran and 
made my (his) plane and was in a first-class seat home. 

“Seriously, dude was an angel I’ll never forget.” 

7) HirokiTakumi wrote: 

“About 10 years ago, I was working at a flea market with my 
dad, selling shish kabobs. This small kid who looked to be 
around the age of eight came to our stand to buy some shish 
kabobs by himself. Which was strange … but he confidently 
asked for the prices, and politely ordered two beef shish 
kabobs and a drink. The beef-kabobs were $3.50 each, and 
the drink was $1, he hands me a $10 and I give him his 
change of $2. 

“We gave him a plate and some complimentary bread, and 
he sat at one of our tables to eat. After he finished his food 
and drink, he came up to my father and me and said they 
were really good, then he tipped my dad and I $1 each. My 
dad just put the $1 in the register, but I was so thrown aback 
by this kid’s levels of kindness and maturity … we (more 
common than not) get full-grown adults who can’t even 
muster a fraction of that. 

“I folded that $1 and put it in my wallet. I still have it to this 
day, and will never forget that kid.”14 

15. “‘Tooth Fairies’ Of Reddit, How Do You Do It 
Without Waking The Kiddos? Any Funny Stories?” 

1) Bananapeel62 wrote, “Once, my son got the bright idea to 
con the tooth fairy. He made Playdoh teeth and left them. As 

 
14 Source: idklmao, “What’s one act of kindness from a stranger that 
you still remember?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m5mhln/whats_one_ac
t_of_kindness_from_a_stranger_that/ >. 
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he was totally naive about this, he shared his plan with me. 
He anticipated untold riches! However, the fake teeth only 
yielded fake money — chocolate coins in gold-coloured 
foil!” 

Zkenny13 commented, “I feel like this didn’t count as a loss 
to him.” 

Bananapeel62 responded, “I tried to be kind, not revengeful, 
as a parent! Lol.” 

MountainProclamation commented, “I did that once as a kid 
with a little shred of popcorn. Since I didn’t tell my parents, 
it was still under my pillow the next few mornings. I figured 
the tooth fairy wasn’t fooled, so I wrote an apology note for 
trying to trick her.” 

Guac_is_extra commented, “Our kid tried something 
similar. He woke up to a note from the tooth fairy with a 
stern warning. He straightened up the next night.” 

Thewrongbakedpotato commented, “LOL. My youngest 
daughter tried this when she was three. Her big sister had 
lost her first tooth, and, jealous of her big sister being 
promised money, attempted to pass off a little white pebble 
as a tooth.” 

draculasbloodtype commented, “I was crossing a hill and my 
sister came sledding down and knocked me over. (It was an 
accident, I shouldn’t have been walking where I was.) 
Knocked one of my baby teeth out. I was probably six. My 
dad took me inside, disconsolate that my tooth was lost in 
the snow (he made my sister look for my tooth in at least a 
foot of snow for a little bit. Sorry, Cass), then suggested I 
write a letter to the tooth fairy and explain what happened. I 
got my dollar the next morning.” 

Kragdarr commented, “My kids made out like bandits, 
because we constantly forgot to put the money under their 
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pillow. They would come to breakfast with sad faces, saying 
“The tooth fairy forgot…” So then either my wife or I would 
guiltily sneak in to their room and slip a couple of bucks 
under the pillow. I’m sure I left a $5 bill at least once! 

“Also, in a slightly related story I once drank a cup of water 
that my daughter was saving a tooth in. She still laughs about 
that one.” 

_manicpixie commented: 

“I figured it out when my parents forgot. I woke up, clearly 
saw my tooth in the tooth pocket pillow and complained to 
my mom. She attempted to sneakily send my brother upstairs 
with money, but I saw her hand it to him before he ran 
upstairs. 

“Suddenly after breakfast there was a dollar on the side of 
my bed, and my tooth was gone. I pretended to buy it for a 
couple years after this, but the illusion was gone. 

“I consider this fine. My parents enjoyed that I believed and 
got a benefit from that. We were all essentially pretending 
with each other.” 

Otono_Wolff wrote, “It’s funny I see this comment because 
as a kid, I got an IOU for one of my front teeth. My dad 
busted out laughing when I showed him the letter that 
morning. I woke up with a few dollars under my pillow one 
morning a few days later.” 

Novelty-Cat commented, “I hatched a plan: My tooth fell out 
and I kept it secret from my mum because I was suspicious 
of her after finding teeth in her drawers. I put it under my 
pillow and when no money was there the next day, I told 
parents that my tooth fell out and then I got money! A 
depressing experiment.” 

ihaveadarkedge commented: 
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“I was five and had took a stone off the wall of my house 
that looked (unremarkably) like a big front tooth. Tooth fairy 
left me a tiny handwritten note that I took to school and read 
out to the morning assembly. No treats. No money. Tooth 
fairy took no shit. 

“When I finally found out about the tooth fairy / my fucking 
beautiful mum, this memory would etch itself into the very 
fibres of my soul.  

“On a side note, I also told morning assembly that the 
tadpoles I released before the summer holidays all turned 
into frogs and that one of them even waved to me when I 
revisited the stream. I am solely responsible for 
etching this memory, however.” 

2) TheFrogWife wrote: 

“No tooth fairy duties yet but I think kids don’t understand 
how dead asleep they get when they sleep. 

“My five-year-old was always a deep sleeper and I can still 
pick him up and roll him around his bed and he won’t wake 
up, he’s got a bunk bed with a slide and I often find him face 
first halfway down his slide passed out (hence why I check 
on him and move him).” 

3) aecarol1 wrote, “When I was five, I hatched a plan to 
catch the tooth fairy in the act. But when I got up to use the 
bathroom for just a moment, that sneaky minx snuck in and 
made the swap. Foiled!” 

godischeese commented, “Wow, your parents were 
seriously fast.” 

SsaucySam responded, “What do you mean? It was the tooth 
fairy!” 



 36 

 
godischeese replied, “Look, I’m being paid a lot to cover up 
the tooth fairy’s existence and I really need the money right 
now. Please just give me this.” 

4) SandyInStLouis wrote, “My son refused to let Santa or the 
Easter Bunny or the tooth fairy in the house. He would cry 
and get so nervous and anxious. Santa had to leave presents 
on the porch. Easter Bunny left the basket on the porch. 
Tooth Fairy left the money in the mailbox. I still have his 
little letters that said, ‘Dear Santa, I love you. Please don’t 
come in my house.’ LOL.” 

QualityQW2 commented, “So relatable, I was raised in an 
extremely religious home, always knew the tooth fairy and 
Santa was just for fun as my mother didn’t want to ‘lie’ to 
us. However, I firmly believed that an Angel waking me in 
the night was an imminent-possibility. I prayed fervently 
that Angels would not do this, I even explained to God that 
it was hard to sleep knowing this could happen so if he could 
get any urgent messages to me in another way I would 
appreciate that.” 

Kindly_Narwahl9251 wrote, “This is cute. I always found 
Santa too creepy — I wanted his gifts but DID NOT want 
him in my room while I was sleeping. Our Santa sacks used 
to be at the end of our beds but Mum ‘explained to Santa’ 
that he would have to leave gifts in the living room from now 
on instead and Santa didn’t mind this new arrangement. I 
didn’t care about the tooth fairy or Easter bunny, though — 
they were welcome to leave money or chocolate eggs in my 
room. Small magical beings weren’t a threat, I guess. Kid 
logic.” 

PersnicketyHazelnuts commented, “Ha, it is a bit crazy, but 
I think that kids are generally willing to believe in whimsy. 
We aren’t religious so we’ve taught the kids that Easter is 
about welcoming spring and that is why the Easter bunny 
brings them candy and some little gifts. My kids are two and 
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five, and even for them, I think they believe in it because it’s 
fun to believe in it, and that alone helps stop the reality of 
realizing that of course it is their parents behind it all. If you 
sat my five-year-old down and had a serious conversation 
about if she rationally thought the Easter bunny really left 
candy in plastic eggs in our bushes, she would say no. But if 
you didn’t ask her to think about it, and just have the joy, and 
the fun, and the sugar, she definitely thinks a bunny left her 
those chocolates (at least for probably another year, maybe 
two at most and then reality gets harder to ignore).”15 

16. “You Know Those Long-Past, Small Embarrassing 
Moments That You Think ‘Surely Nobody Else Will 
Remember I Did That.’ Well, What’s One You 
Remember About Somebody Else?” 

1) cherrifer wrote, “I was in a car watching this 20-
something-year-old using their phone while on the sidewalk 
and they walked right into a pole, stepped back, blinked a 
couple times, shook their head, and then proceeded to walk 
into it again.” 

Lachwen commented: 

“I was out for a walk with my dad many years ago and we 
saw a guy walk into a pole. He hit the pole because he had 
turned his head to watch a fit young woman jog past him. As 
the guy regained his bearings, my dad asked him, ‘Was it 
worth it?’ Guy blushed BRIGHT red. 

 
15 Source: ve-gay-n, “‘Tooth fairies’ of Reddit: how do you do it 
without waking the kiddos? Any funny stories?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 
March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m5veu1/tooth_fairies_
of_reddit_how_do_you_do_it_without/ >. 
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“No idea who that guy was, never saw him again. But I’ve 
never forgotten that moment.” 

Flashy-Car_1666 commented, “I did that over 20 years ago. 
But the woman wasn’t jogging, I don’t think, just walking. 
And I didn’t walk into a pole, but a kind of tension wire 
holding it up (like at 45 degrees, and going up maybe 10 
feet). I walked into that wire, and the woman herself laughed 
at me. Perhaps she still remembers that incident.” 

2) gonnaregretthis2019 wrote: 

“Two come to mind, both over 20 years ago. 

“First one was a 12-year-old friend who was laughing really 
hard at a joke her dad made at a family and friends BBQ. She 
meant to say, ‘That’s a knee slapper,’ but said, ‘That’s a 
boner.’ Everyone stopped talking and looked at her. She ran 
away. 

“Second is another friend who took the wrappers off a bunch 
of Hershey Kisses and had the candy in one hand, wrappers 
in the other, and was prepared to put all the chocolates in her 
mouth at once to impress some boys. She meant to 
simultaneously throw away the wrappers while eating the 
candy in one smooth motion, instead she chucked the 
chocolate into the trash and shoved all of the tin foil 
wrappers in her mouth. 

“I remember, Ali, I remember.” 

3) AirborneRodent wrote: 

“In seventh grade the new kid introduced himself to the class 
as Justice. At lunch that day he hesitatingly told us that he 
had mispronounced his own name; it was actually Justin. 

“It stuck with me because for half a day I thought it was so 
cool that we had a kid named Justice in our class.” 
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4) haughtshot7 wrote: 

It was 2013, 8th grade classroom, Pre-Algebra class, 
8:15am. 

“We’re taking a quiz when the girl sitting two desks over 
from me farts. Not like a little poot, it was a  

PPPPFFFFTTTTSSSSssss.  

“Loud as hell. Everyone cracks up, of course, and she tries 
to blame it on the kid who always farted in class as a joke 
and owned up to it every time. We all knew it was her 
though. She got really upset and I remember the teacher 
calling her over and telling her not to worry about it and that 
no one will even remotely remember next week. (It was a 
Friday.) 

“Well, Kaleigh, I do. I do remember you ripping ass eight 
years ago. I will always remember that sound.” 

5) dcj8 wrote, “I was at a church basketball event and one of 
the girls went to remove her jersey and accidentally took her 
undershirt off as well. She was still wearing a modest cami-
bra-type thing so it wasn’t that big a deal, but she was clearly 
mortified and ran out of the gym.” 

6) hondac55 wrote: 

“Just confirmation that people don’t forget these things: In 
second grade we were having silent reading time. Everybody 
takes their books, sits wherever they want, and we read 
silently to ourselves. I was reading Clifford. And my 
stomach was making embarrassingly loud gurgles. I thought, 
‘I gotta release something, make it stop!’ So I leaned over 
and pushed … causing the loudest fart I have ever released. 
[…] It was so loud that two people sitting next to me were 
startled and immediately gave me that frowning ‘You’re so 
gross’ look. 
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“Worst part is I tried to break the deafening silence again and 
whispertalk, ‘It wasn’t me!’ 

“So fast forward 20 years, in Walmart and I see my friend. I 
totally forgot that she was in that class, but 20 seconds into 
our conversation she says, ‘I don’t mean to embarrass you, 
but I wanted to know if you still remembered that time in 
second grade when you farted? It was so funny, I always 
remembered you that way!’ 

“At least somebody smiled about it.” 

7) Back2Bach wrote: 

“I still remember the time during a windy day at our parents’ 
house when the young couple next door hung the wife’s 
underwear and bras out on the clothesline to dry. 

“The gusty wind blew her stuff off into our yard. The look 
of embarrassment on my older brother’s face was priceless 
when he snatched up her things before they blew away and 
returned them to her.” 

8) shiveringsongs wrote, “At my high school graduation, 
over 10 years ago now, our valedictorian was giving a sweet 
speech about living your life to the fullest with a lot of love 
for everyone you meet, etc. As she built up to her conclusion, 
she flubbed a few words and declared we should ‘love 
everyone you do.’ There were probably 1000 people present 
and we all made an admirable attempt not to laugh at the 
innuendo, but it was honestly hilarious.”16 

 
16 Source: enigmaticbloke, “You know those far past, small 
embarrassing moments that you think ‘surely nobody else will 
remember I did that.’ Well what’s one you remember about somebody 
else?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m6gkqp/you_know_th
ose_far_past_small_embarrassing/ >. 
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17. “What’s A Joke You Tell People So YOU Can 
Laugh?” 

sofequeosci wrote, “I tell stories about people being stupid 
such as when my sister was young, she played with all her 
animal plushies and she’d make animal noises (e.g. woof 
woof, meow, oink) but when she’d get to the octopus, she 
would go, ‘OCTOPUS NOISE, OCTOPUS NOISE!’ […] I 
now use it for stand up.” 

2_legit_2care wrote: 

“‘Well, I’m sure everybody here already knows about 
Murphy’s law, but you guys probably don’t know about 
Cole’s law, am I right?’ 

“‘What’s Cole’s Law?’ 

“‘Well, it’s thinly sliced cabbage. Sometimes it has 
vinaigrette or mayonnaise.’ 

“The trick is keeping a straight face, if you bust out laughing 
while saying it’s thinly sliced cabbage it loses some of its 
steam, but I’ve never not had this joke get a laugh.” 

3) RusstyDog wrote: 

“Me: ‘I have a knock knock joke, but you have to start.’ 

“Them: ‘Ok. Knock knock.’ 

“Me: ‘Who’s there?’ Stare at them silently and wait.” 

4) NoNotThatMichael wrote: 

“Why did the sperm cross the road? 

“Because I put on the wrong socks this morning.”17 

 
17 Source: Hereiampostingagain, “What’s a joke you tell people so 
YOU can laugh?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 March 2021 < 



 42 

 
18. “What Is The Last Thing That Made You Really 
Happy?” 

1) iknowdanjones wrote: 

“My daughter’s birthday was a month ago, but for whatever 
reason last night when I laid her in bed she asked me to sing 
her the Happy Birthday song. She smiled the whole time and 
said, ‘That Happy Birthday song makes me sooooo happy, 
Daddy!’ 

“I couldn’t help but laugh and smile at my exhausted toddler. 
She’s a great kid.” 

2) Deswizard wrote: 

“I went to a restaurant and ordered an Oreo Cheesecake. I 
expected a modest slice of cake to go with my masala tea. 

“They brought out this massive slab of Oreo Cheesecake 
with whipped cream decorations on the plate and a pile of 
soft-serve vanilla ice cream with peanut butter topping. 

“I was ecstatic.” 

3) boulomai_mathein wrote, “Potatoes for dinner.” 

4) FifiClement wrote, “I saw a drawing of two girls sleeping. 
One was lying on the other’s chest, and it just made me smile 
so much. I want to do that with my girlfriend.” 

5) mrwalrus68 wrote, “Had a student come up to me and say, 
‘Hey, I like to give my favorite teacher a gift every year, and 
gave me a little wooden trinket.’ It may have been worth a 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m6gwqi/whats_a_joke
_you_tell_people_so_you_can_laugh/ >. 
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dollar, but the sentiment meant so much because I work at 
an inner-city school and students don’t do things like that.”18 

19. “What’s The Funniest Thing You’ve Heard That You 
Weren’t Allowed To Laugh At?” 

1) Alexander_Wrote wrote: 

“At a wedding, the vicar was talking about love, and how 
deep it was. At one point he looked out at the guests and said, 
‘Love is deep. How deep?’ 

“Someone replied, ‘Balls deep.’ 

“Immature, inappropriate, but very funny.” 

2) Ehza wrote: 

“My little brother (age 10) was telling a story about his 
friend (Jay) and himself to an older lady who is quite stiff 
about ‘kids these days.’ 

“Brother: ‘Me and Jay were playing.’ 

“Lady: ‘Jay and I.’ 

“Brother: "No, you weren’t there." 

“Laughter erupts.” 

3) snailer_33 wrote, “I had a friend who transported goods 
for a pharmaceutical company. He jokingly referred to it as 
‘delivering drugs’ in front of his four-year-old nephew. One 
day, the friend was supposed to pick his nephew up from 
daycare. His caretaker asked him conversationally what his 
uncle did for a living. Of course, the kid spouts off that his 

 
18 Source: Kattsu-Don, “What is the last thing that made you really 
happy?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m6dbgf/what_is_the_la
st_thing_that_made_you_really_happy/ >. 
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uncle delivered / sold drugs for a living. This did not go over 
well with the caretaker. She proceeded to call the mother, 
who burst out laughing before she could explain.” 

4) ChBass wrote, “Years ago, the CEO of my former 
company died, so they had a global moment of silence at the 
office. It’s an open trading floor, so everyone can see / hear 
everyone. The President of the office steps out to signal the 
start and everything fell silent. It was really quiet until … 
one lady who was working with headphones opens and starts 
eating the loudest bag of potato chips in the universe while 
singing to herself: ‘… celebrate good times … come on….’” 

5) ooc25 wrote, “My husband is Dutch, and a few years ago 
for New Year’s Eve we were at his friends’ place for dinner 
and drinks. The friends have two children, who were three 
and one at the time. Anyway — we were eating dinner and 
chatting in English for my benefit, and not really watching 
what we say in front of the kids since they speak only Dutch. 
There was a natural break in conversation and suddenly the 
three-year-old yells, ‘FUCK!’ My husband and I / the kid’s 
dad were crying trying to restrain our laughter, but the kid’s 
mum was NOT impressed.” 

6) Gators_2008 wrote, “You know the class where they split 
the boys and girls up and give you the ‘talk.’ My teacher 
said, ‘Puberty is hard for boys,’ and 20 of us all had to not 
laugh.” 

7) Sir_Rhosie_de_Liver wrote, “I was a Texas corrections 
officer in a maximum security prison. Whenever there is an 
incident with an offender, it’s filmed. So you have to be 
totally professional. An offender wouldn’t come out of the 
one-man shower in AdSeg. We were hitting him with oil-
based pepper spray as a motivator to submit to handcuffs. He 
made the mistake of mooning our lieutenant, so she tagged 
him right in the ass with the pepper spray. He decided he 
wanted out then. As he was standing naked, and cuffed, on 



 45 

 
the run he kept trying to fall to his knees and we kept telling 
him to stand up. Finally he screams, ‘My balls are on fire, 
and nobody cares!’ Good thing I was wearing a gas mask 
because I was shaking trying to hold my laughter.” 

8) honestgoing wrote, “I made a comment about ‘forced 
labour’ when someone commented on how denying women 
abortions was a form of slavery.” 

9) snortaxbubba wrote: 

“My fiancée and I were in bed winding down to sleep when 
our cat jumped on the bed. My fiancée didn’t notice 
somehow and I was just watching him walk closer to us. She 
said I was looking like I had seen a ghost and I didn’t answer 
her when she asked what was up. 

“She then looks over and screams at the top of her lungs and 
all I see is a blur of a cat butt and back legs jumping off the 
bed and booking it out of the room as fast as possible. 

“He was freaked the fuck out so I had to sit there where he 
was to try and calm him down while laughing tears are 
literally streaming down my face. And there was my fiancée 
laughing, crying, shocked, and feeling sorry all at once. 

“He was fine after a few minutes but that was the funniest 
shit ever.”19 

20. “What’s The Stupidest Lie You Can’t Believe You 
Fell For As A Kid?” 

1) stapeliagigantea wrote, “Woke up on April 1st, walked 
into the living room where my dad handed me a ‘smart pill’ 

 
19 Source: EMOcunt666, “What’s the funniest thing you’ve heard that 
you weren’t allowed to laugh at?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m6xios/whats_the_fun
niest_thing_youve_heard_that_you/ >. 
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and said, ‘Here you go. You’ll never have to go to school or 
do homework again.’” 

2) Rice-Correct wrote: 

“That the car farts. Whenever we were on road trips, our car 
would make this sound every now and again and my dad 
would say it’s the car farting. That it just had to release them 
now and again like we do. This was hysterical to all of us 
and we would laugh and laugh. 

“I was 14 and learning to drive when I found out it was … 
rumble strips. And my dad was just trying to brighten the 
atmosphere on long car trips.” 

3) 8Ariadnesthread8 wrote, “Easter bunny for sure. Fairies 
are wild cards and Santa is magic, but I knew damn well that 
rabbits didn’t lay eggs. Could have put it together sooner.” 

4) Ohsoeasy wrote, “My Boy Scout leader told me the troop 
next to us had dehydrated water pills and a bacon stretcher. 
He told me to go ask to borrow then. I did and they looked 
at me like I was an idiot.” 

5) mysterouslynotafish wrote, “I believed a lot of things my 
older brother told me but I think the worst was that Venus 
was pronounced with a P instead of a V. I thought I was 
funny because it had the word ‘pee’ in it.” 

6) UmaykinmeCrzy wrote, “That my mom’s cigarettes were 
a disguised asthma inhaler. I was like six years old, so don’t 
hate on me.”20 

  
 

20 Source: SorryForBadEngflish, “What’s the stupidest lie you can’t 
believe you fell for as a kid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m8fww6/whats_the_st
upidest_lie_you_cant_believe_you_fell/ >. 
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Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “What Is Something Positive That Happened To You 
Or That You Saw Happen Today?” 

1) sLiK619 wrote: 

“There was this elderly man who came through my lane. He 
was going to buy only two things: a pint of Haagen-Dazs ice 
cream and Cinnamon Gum. 

“His card kept on declining, so he decided to say ‘fuck it’ 
and left, not wanting to keep the line waiting. The elderly 
lady behind him paid for the two items, and I ran out into the 
lot to give them and the receipt to him.” 

2) Joe-Schmeaux wrote, “As of today I can identify my 
favorite smell in the world: It’s crabapple blossoms. We 
have several of the trees on our property and they are in 
bloom now.” 

3) Hops-Barley wrote, “My bunny kissed me! (I was holding 
a treat between my lips. Lol.)” 

4) sydthekid1000 wrote, “I was getting ready to go home 
after a bad shift at work. My dad texted me and told me he 
had chicken and fries waiting for me at home.”21 

 
21 Source: whitethrowblanket, “What is something positive that 
happened to you or that you saw happen today?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
19. March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m88qgc/what_is_some
thing_positive_that_happened_to_you/ >. 
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22. What Is The Stupidest Thing You’ve Seen Your Pet 
Do?” 

1) Winterbrella wrote, “My cat bit a glass plate and got angry 
because she couldn’t eat it then went to bother the fishes and 
fell into the fish tank.” 

Robplosion commented, “Somehow I really get this.” 

2) buckut wrote: 

“My dog was sniffing around a tree and bumped into a 
dandelion. He yelped and hopped away. 

“I never let him forget that time he was scared by a 
dandelion.” 

grosse_schleisse commented, “I can understand him. Every 
kind of lion is scary to me.” 

3) Pagan_za wrote, “I love it when my cats fall off 
something and get embarrassed and then immediately start 
cleaning themselves with a ‘Yeah, I meant to do that’ 
attitude.” 

ThatsMcGuffin2U wrote, “Extra hilarious when they are a 
tiny kitten, but they’re already concerned about maintaining 
their cool image.” 

Cloaked42m commented, “Kittens being introduced to their 
own reflection is always hilarious. I WILL ATTACK ME!” 

jellyschoomarm commented, “Somewhere I have a video of 
one of my kittens checking his reflection in the mirrored 
closet door and then looking around to the other side of the 
door trying to figure out where the cat is. He did this for 
about 10 minutes before moving on to something more 
interesting.” 

LePerversFeminin commented, “When my kitten used to fall 
off stuff, she’d immediately look at me horrified and then 
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start running over to me crying like a child who had scraped 
their knee. It was so frikkin adorable.” 

4) Appropriate-Spell191 wrote, “My dog wouldn’t come in 
from the front garden so I rang the doorbell, and she ran 
straight in so she could look out the window to see who was 
at the door.” 

SweenCuisine commented, “My husky got out our front 
door once when a contractor was over. This was the third 
time he had gotten out and he just bolted the last two times 
when we tried to catch him, so this time we stayed calm and 
said, ‘Hey, Thor, wanna go for a walk?’ and I don’t think 
lightning has struck this earth as fast as that dog ran back 
into the house to get his harness and leash.” 

Alien_mands commented, “Ha! Classic husky brain, just 
yesterday my husky boy ran out of the fence while we were 
moving furniture. He got a couple houses down before we 
noticed, and thankfully my husband stayed calm and called 
out to him to come have a treat — and of course he came 
right back through the fence!” 

5) Guyver_3 wrote: 

“My parents were staying with us for the weekend in our 
upstairs bedroom. The cat was outside the door looking to 
play and had brought its toy mouse with them. So my dad 
tosses the toy a little too hard and it ends up going over the 
upstairs railing. At which point you would assume the cat 
would be like, nah, but not our little guy. He jumps straight 
off of the ~12-foot cliff after this toy. The cat full on bounced 
off the floor and went right back to playing with my dad.  

“Only later when I heard the story did I realize that I had my 
security cam facing that direction. When I went to check it, 
this is what I found:  

https://youtu.be/TGd5R8yAWH8 
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“The cat was all good after this incident, but it scared the 
crap out of all of us.” 

6) AgentMandarinOrange wrote, “She farted and then 
looked over her shoulder, growled, and barked at her butt.” 

anarae commented, “Same-ish, my dog used to think he was 
gunna get in trouble for farting, so he’d sneak away. Like a 
ninja farter. Walking into rooms, farting then leave. To be 
honest, I think he knew his farts were rancid.” 

Aazadan commented, “I think a lot of dogs know this; 
consider their sense of smell versus a human’s. The best is 
when dogs walk by someone to try and blame it on them, and 
then afterwards look at you like, ‘What the fuck?’” 

7) bethh02 wrote, “Last night when I was feeding my snake, 
she missed the rat and instead bit herself and then freaked 
out because something was biting her.”22 

23. “What’s Your Claim To Fame?” 

1) MrBigTimeJim wrote: 

“I used to visit this lake house when I was a kid. At the 
thinnest part of the lake, kids would always try to swim from 
one end to the other without taking a breath, but no one 
could. I was able to do it, which was pretty cool. Yay. 

“The next year I went back, some kids were talking about 
how a boy was able to swim across last year. I was still 
famous. 

 
22 Source: uxah, “What is the stupidest thing you’ve seen your pet do?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m8bzzd/what_is_the_st
upidest_thing_youve_seen_your_pet_do/ >. 
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“The next year after that, kids were talking about how two 
years ago a kid had swam across and back without taking a 
breath. Hmmmm. 

“By the third year, I was hearing that three years ago a boy 
had swam across the widest part of the lake and back without 
taking a breath. The details kept getting more impressive. 

“It’s been decades now, so by now I’m sure they’re saying I 
swam across the Pacific Ocean without taking a breath.” 

2) cototudelam wrote: 

“At the university, we had a super annoying professor who 
would demand we basically memorize the two thick 
textbooks he wrote. They were awfully expensive bricks. 
During my preparation for the exam, I rewrote them. I 
literally made a more condensed, better-structured version of 
the text, including the stuff that was passed down only orally 
at lectures. The result was just one brick of a book, in e-book. 

“And I posted it online. On my private pages that only 
friends had the password to. Except after I got an A, I sort of 
left the password lying around for the year below me to find. 

“The professor found out that nobody was buying his book 
anymore and was pissed. He never found out where the kids 
were getting the updated version. He threatened but nobody 
budged. 

“Some years down the line I visited my old university and 
kids were still passing down the password for that book. 
Nobody knew me by name, just by the website title. But I 
felt pretty proud.” 

cototudelam added: 

“I knew I was skirting (and by skirting I mean fully straight-
on plowing) plagiarism. But in my defence, I needed to 
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rewrite those books to learn them — everything that I need 
to get into my head needs to go through my hands first. 

“Also the professor was an infamous douchebag who 
bragged that 90% of students will fail the exam and have to 
retake it. But he would give you a C- if you paid for his 
drinks at the pub near the university. 

“I sort of vowed to myself I would get an A on the first try 
just to spite him. 

“And then when I had this nice, voluminous, colourfully-
coded text file … I was like, why not? So I had my friend 
help me code a basic website on a free hosting server and put 
it up behind a password. In my clearly superior 21-year-old 
maturity, I set the password to this: 

“‘MrProfessorIsADouchebag.’” 

3) Such-Mind1458 wrote: 

“High school D.A.R.E. assembly junior year.  

“The cop gets to the end of his spiel, points out at the crowd 
and says, ‘So if you see a crime, or somebody doing drugs, 
who you gonna call?’  

“I stand up immediately and shout, ‘GHOSTBUSTERS!’ 

“Mom was not stoked to pick me up early that day.”23 

 
23 Source: Prior_Crytographer5, “What’s your claim to fame?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m98pcq/whats_your_cl
aim_to_fame/ >. 
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24. “People Who Have Posted On R/RoastMe And 
Regretted It, What Was The Comment That Destroyed 
You?” 

Note by David Bruce: r/RoastMe is a subreddit in which 
people post a photo of themselves and invite Redditors to 
insult them. 

1) georgeharrisimp wrote, “I bet they use that septum ring to 
pull you away from the buffet lines.” 

2) lil_brown_dick wrote, “I’m from India, and I posted when 
I was in my second year of engineering. Someone 
commented that I shouldn’t be wasting time on engineering 
as I’ll end up in tech support. I graduated last year and guess 
what, I’m working as a tech support specialist. Fuck my 
life.” 

3) Jaikus wrote: 

“Someone telling me I should shave my beard because it 
looked terrible. 

“Despite everyone who had seen me with and without a 
beard saying it look great and really suited me. 

“I relayed this to the commenter. 

“He responded, ‘How bad is your bare face for them to say 
that then?’” 

4) Far-Polaris wrote, “My dumb ass posted on there thinking 
it would be funny and got my pride completely curb 
stomped, I think the best comment I got was, ‘You look like 
a Muppet designed to teach children about lesbians.’” 

ReputationObvious579 commented, “I am sorry, but I 
fucking howled with laughter at that comment. That is some 
creative shit right there.” 
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5) MFramy wrote, “‘You look like the human version of a 
soft handshake.’ My buddies and I still get a kick out of this 
one.” 

6) -Shameeem- wrote, “I didn’t regret it, but this one stood 
out to me the most: ‘You look like a hobbit from a 
Bollywood rendition of The Lord of the Rings.’” 

7) DontFragMyBaby wrote, “So I don’t regret it, but 
someone said my hairline is so far back that even Rosa Parks 
wouldn’t sit on it. Lol.” 

8) r-Yellowblaze wrote, “The one that hit the hardest is, 
‘You look like a Keebler Elf with Down syndrome.’”  

TCAkula commented that “easily 90% of roasts on that sub 
are just the same thing over and over, going after the lowest 
hanging fruit. The flip side is that when someone does come 
out with an epic roast, it stands out even more.”24 

25. “What Are Some Of The Most Absurd Lies Your 
Parents Told You?” 

1) Prossdog wrote, “If we couldn’t decide on a restaurant, 
my dad would tell us we’d better make up our minds quick 
or he’d take us to Vegetable World. I was like 11 before I 
realized it wasn’t a real restaurant. By golly, it worked until 
then, though.” 

2) covidongrounds wrote, “My dad told me that every pickle 
you eat adds five minutes on your life. I was like five years 
old and damn did I ever take that to heart.” 

 
24 Source: KimhKaos430-, “People who have posted on r/RoastMe and 
regretted it, what was the comment that destroyed you?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m9koih/people_who_h
ave_posted_on_rroastme_and_regretted/ >. 
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3) Allredditorsarewomen wrote, “My dad tried to tell me that 
cars were run by hamsters on wheels under the gear shift, 
and they knew to run because the stick ended in a block of 
ice that would go on their backs. I was eight and asked him 
what the fuck he was talking about. He had been told this by 
his uncle and believed it, and was disappointed it didn’t work 
on me.” 

4) primalscream wrote, “A friend told me their parents 
would take them to ‘the toy museum,’ aka FAO Schwartz, 
and nothing is for sale there, as they just display the toys.” 

5) Goldofsunshine wrote, “There’s a five-cent charge every 
time we touch the light switch so my brother and I were 
costing them a fortune every time we played with flickering 
the lights.” 

6) 1BoiledCabbage wrote, “I asked my dad where babies 
came from. He told me that he found me and my sisters in 
my mom’s cabbages. All he had to do was flip over the 
leaves and he saw our faces and pulled us out. My sisters and 
I spent hours looking for new babies.” 

7) DasThrowawayen wrote: 

“I used to wear a bear costume like every day when I was 
five. One day, my mom, who was freakin’ tired of that 
costume, told me it was ‘bear-hunting season’ and it was no 
longer safe to go out dressed like that. 

“The memory of she telling me that is forever locked in my 
memory now. I still to this day remember how reckless I felt 
for not having considered that. 

“We still laugh about that lie.” 

8) Yahoo157 wrote, “My mom told me that she could always 
tell when I was lying because my ears would turn red. Years 
later, I realized my ears didn’t turn red but walking up to her 
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with my ears covered with my hands likely gave me away. I 
use it on my daughters now and it still works!” 

9) mig2433 wrote, “My parents were still clinging onto the 
magic of Santa Claus at this point. They fell asleep early on 
Christmas Eve. My brother and I woke up early. We walk 
into the living room to see no presents. My mom said 
something to the effect of ‘Oh, no. Santa must have 
accidentally skipped us. Maybe if you go to your room for a 
little bit, he will swing by and drop them off.’” 

Mealzybug commented, “That happened to me one year, 
too! Except my parents just said Santa needed us to be his 
elves and we had to put the presents out ourselves. Santa 
never came back again.” 

Jesteress commented: 

“In Holland for Sinterklaas you actually ask him not to skip 
you in the song, and during the month before Dec 5th you 
get little presents but not every night because he skips you 
quite regularly. 

“For us the presents would sometimes get left in the 
afternoon while we were out, sometimes they were there in 
the morning, sometimes you’d hear a loud banging at the 
door in the middle of the night and you’d find a bag of 
presents there.” 

10) tohellwithausername wrote, “When the ice cream truck 
was playing music, it meant they were OUT of ice cream so 
there was no reason to go outside.” 

Violentapeboba commented, “Your parents really hated 
sweets, didn’t they?” 

tohellwithausername replied, “Nah, they just always came 
around before dinner, which ticked my mom off. And money 
was always tight.” 
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11) Moctor_Drignall wrote, “My dad has ridiculous cold 
tolerance. He’s the kind of guy who will be out in shorts and 
a t-shirt when it’s 36 °F outside. When I was six, I asked him 
how he was able to stand it, and he told me he just absorbed 
heat all summer long and stored it for the winter. He worked 
outdoors all summer, so it made perfect sense to six-year-old 
me.”25 

26. “What Do People Complain About That Literally 
Never Happens?” 

BaconReceptable commented about Halloween apples-with-
a-razor-blade-hidden-inside, “LOL. I remember a neighbor 
was handing out candy apples was right around the time the 
whole razor-blade conspiracy theory started in the 1970’s. 
My friends and I were like 10 years old and on our own that 
night, so we all agreed we would eat the candy apples 
BEFORE we got home.”26 

27. “Have You Got Life Figured Out?” 

Annghelic wrote, “I realized my true meaning in life is 
farming pumpkins, so I never looked back.” 

robbie5643 wrote, “If someone tells you their ‘true meaning 
of life’ and it sounds completely ridiculous, chances are that 
fucker has found it. Good for you. I hope you grow the best 
pumpkins around!” 

 
25 Source: Xrty9y, “What are some of the most absurd lies your parents 
told you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/m9ipza/what_are_som
e_of_the_most_absurd_lies_your/ >. 
26 Source: Former-Measure, “What do people complain about that 
literally never happens?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mbfb9e/what_do_peop
le_complain_about_that_literally/ >. 
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rusty_L_shackleford wrote, “I found it once. In a dive bar in 
Hawaii. I was sitting on the patio with a plate of smoked 
mango habanero wings and a pitcher of coconut porter. I had 
a wing in one hand and a pint in the other alternating bites of 
wing and sips of beer. It was a perfect 80-degree day with a 
nice breeze. I had wing sauce all over my face and a beer-
foam mustache. Just totally zoned out enjoying my wings, 
beer, and sunshine. Two other guys walked out and one 
nudges the other and say, ‘Lol. Look at this guy.’ The other 
looks and replies: ‘Nah, man … that’s the face of a guy 
who’s got life figured out. He’s totally in the moment and 
hasn’t a care in the world.’ And he was right. In that exact 
moment everything was perfect and life was good.” 

robbie5643 commented, “Just remember, the key there isn’t 
Hawaii it’s ‘just totally zoned out enjoying my wings, beer, 
and sunshine.’ I hope you find it again!”27 

28. “What Books Were You Made To Read In School 
That You Hated?” 

jurassicbond wrote, “The Scarlet Letter.” 

DTownForever commented: 

“Former teacher here — I hated teaching it as much as my 
students hated reading it. The language is SO out of date and 
the story isn’t relevant really to anything in our world today. 

“Anyway, I worked at an art school and every Friday we’d 
have assembly, where kids would display their work or the 
dance classes would perform, etc. 

 
27 Source: rootedbarstool, “[Serious] Former Scientologists of Reddit, 
what was your experience like and how did you get out of it?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 24 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mccq2i/serious_former
_scientologists_of_reddit_what_was/ >. 
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“My 10th grade English class and I made an episode of 
Maury Povich based on The Scarlet Letter. It was hilarious 
and fun, complete with ‘Reverend Dimmesdale, you ARE 
the father,’ and chair throwing and everything. We 
performed it in front of the school. I keep in touch with a lot 
of them and I know they’ll always remember it!”28 

29. “What Was Your ‘Oh, That Actually Worked?’ 
Moment?” 

Maccas75 wrote: 

“We were kids, my sister was mucking around and had 
locked me out of the house. I’d just walked home from 
school and wasn’t in the mood to just sit there, without her 
letting me in. 

“Then I remembered something I had once seen on the TV 
show Heartbeat. 

“I checked the keyhole and saw that the key was still in the 
lock. Looked around and found a small twig. Grabbed a 
piece of paper from my school bag and slowly slid it under 
the door. Put the small twig through the keyhole and gently 
pushed the key out — which fell down onto the piece of 
paper. 

“Which I then proceeded to pull back out under the door, 
picked the key up and let myself in. My sister was freaked 
out and I was grateful to PC Nick Rowan and Heartbeat.” 

 
28 Source: sifsand, “What books were you made to read in school that 
you hated?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mcwezn/what_books_
were_you_made_to_read_in_school_that/ >. 
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stopmotionporn commented, “Your house must have been 
cold in the winter if the front door had a gap big enough at 
the bottom of the door to pull a key through.” 

morning_starre commented, “In the UK, for example, this 
would never work because most people’s front doors have 
no gaps around or at the bottom and they seal pretty tightly 
when closed. So Maccas75 must either have lived 
somewhere warm where gaps in the door weren’t a problem, 
or it was a poor or old house with a shitty door.”29 

30. You Broke Into The Richest Man’s House In The 
World. There Is Absolutely Everything Here. Fictional 
And Not Fictional. You Can Steal Only One Thing. What 
Would It Be? 

1) WhySoIHaveRules wrote, “His identity.” 

2) BuzzAllWin wrote: 

“His heart. 

“No, literally, then ransom it back to them.” 

My-Name-Is-Davey commented, “He’s the richest guy in 
the world. What makes you think he has a heart?” 

Bossuser2 answered, “There are real and fictional things 
there.” 

3) dubc4 wrote, “The keys … so I can get back in again.” 

 
29 Source: CloroxEneergyDrink_, “What was your ‘oh, that actually 
worked?’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mdhzyt/what_was_you
r_oh_that_actually_worked_moment/ >. 
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4) zippyslow wrote, “Aladdin’s Lamp, then I would wish 
that I owned the house and all of its contents.”30 

31. “What’s The Most Successful April Fools’ Joke That 
You Know Of?” 

1) seatone wrote, “In San Diego, CA back in 1993 a radio 
station announced that the space shuttle would be making an 
emergency landing at the local municipal airport. Too bad 
there wasn’t even a shuttle in orbit, yet thousands showed 
up.” 

2) joebidensniffedme wrote: 

“In 1985 a Sports Illustrated writer published an article on 
April Fools’ Day about a (fictional) new rookie pitcher 
named Sidd Finch who was trying to decide between signing 
with the Mets or playing the French horn. Basically he wrote 
a bunch of crazy things about a made-up person and 
everyone thought this guy was a real player. 

“Some of the claims about the fictional Finch were that he 
pitched wearing only one hikers boot, and could pitch a 
fastball 168 miles per hour. 

“They went as far as to take pictures of someone pretending 
to be Finch, and the Mets even went along with the hoax and 
gave him a fake jersey. 

“Mets fans were not amused when they found out that he 
wasn’t actually real.” 

 
30 Source: Cqnxz, “You broke into the richest mans house in the world. 
There is absolutely everything here. Fictional and Not fictional. You 
can only steal one thing. What would it be?” 27 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/me8kxy/you_broke_int
o_the_richest_mans_house_in_the/ >. 
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jimhabfan commented, “It was George Plimpton who wrote 
the article. He also expanded the story into a full novel: The 
Curious Case of Siddhartha Finch. A great read if you’re 
interested.” 

3) PM-me-onic-OCs wrote: 

“Back when color TV was new and still experimental the one 
and only channel on Swedish TV (owned and operated by 
the state) pulled a fantastic April Fools’ prank. 

“They brought in the chief engineer behind the government 
broadcasting services (who was well known and highly 
respected) and had him hold a short lecture about color TV 
which was complete and utter bullshit but sounded credible 
to the uneducated. Part of this lecture said that stretching a 
fine mesh over the TV screen combined with a special 
broadcast signal could bend the light from the screen in such 
a way as to make a regular black and white TV display 
colors. They then explained that they’d experimented with 
various household items which could be used for a fine mesh 
and said that nylon pantyhose cut up and stretched over the 
screen produced the best result. They then announced that 
they’d be broadcasting a special experimental color signal 
later that evening and encouraged the viewers at home to 
help with the experiment by cutting up pantyhose and 
stretching them over their TV screens. 

“An hour later half of the Swedish population had cut up 
pantyhose, stretched them over their TV screens, and sat 
watching black & white footage of ‘colorful’ flowers, 
pretending that they were seeing a color broadcast only to be 
told that they’d been pranked.” 

Engels33 commented, “Sounds similar to the BBC’s 
infamous Spaghetti Harvest April Fools’ (way back in 
1957). The serious current affairs program Panorama ran a 
segment explaining to 1950s Britain about the bumper 
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Spaghetti harvest in Switzerland showing Spaghetti being 
taken off trees and everything. People even contacted the 
BBC to ask how they could plant their own spaghetti trees.” 

Link to YouTube video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVo_wkxH9dU 

4) BigAdministration143 wrote, “My grandpa was from 
Turkey and his family didn’t keep birth records. When he 
came to the US, they made him pick a birthday. It was April 
first so he told them that today was his birthday. For 50 
years, that’s what we thought his birthday actually was. Two 
years before he died, he revealed that his birthday was in 
August. He laughed for 45 minutes that he lied to us for 50 
years.” 

ShameNap commented, “My wife and I celebrate our 
birthdays three months from when they really are. We’re 
both around Christmas and we both hate that. After a decade 
even the family is on board.” 

Parallel-shift commented, “If you celebrate three months 
after Christmas, you may be celebrating your conception 
days!” 

5) Isabel79540 wrote, “When I was a kid, my mom made the 
same breakfasts each day of the week. So, pancakes on 
Sunday, cheese toast on Monday, etc. Well, one year when I 
was eight or nine, April Fools’ fell on Tuesday, but she made 
English muffins and eggs, and I thought it was Wednesday 
all day.” 

Isabel79540 added, “My mom is awesome. There were eight 
of us kids, too. She and my dad were missionaries, but she 
stayed home with us and we pretty much ate three home-
cooked meals a day, every day, at the table together. (The 
country we were in allowed for being home for lunch.) My 
childhood was pretty sweet.” 
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6) Johhnymaddog316 wrote, “A notable one from my 
childhood was when Capital Radio (a hugely popular station 
in London at the time) began the 08:00 news with, ‘Good 
morning, it’s Friday the 1st of April.’ It was the 1st of April, 
but it was not Friday. April Fools’ Day actually fell on a 
Saturday that year and hundreds of people heard the 
broadcast and rushed into work and / or took their kids to 
school thinking they’d mixed the days up. Capital Rad got 
hundreds of complaints over this and by all accounts were 
severely told off by the Broadcasting Complaints 
Commission, but by god it did cause some laughs.” 

smokedweeeeds commented: 

“I have a story related to this because I basically did this to 
my neighbor when we were like eight or nine. April Fools’ 
fell on a Saturday that year and when I woke up really early 
(and a bit grumpy, because who likes to wake up early on a 
Saturday?) I decided to mess with my friend. 

“It worked only because our really strict teacher had to 
cancel her Friday lesson, so I thought it was genius to 
convince my friend that we had to take the lesson on a 
Saturday. 

“So I got dressed, got my backpack and ran over to her house 
with my mum and started ringing furiously. Her dad was up 
at the time and thought it was hilarious, so he called her 
downstairs frantically. Imagine a cute little girl in her PJ’s 
on the brink of tears because she thought she forgot about it 
and was going to be late for class. (She was the teacher’s pet 
and always wanted to do everything right.) 

“When she came downstairs again, her dad, my mum, and I 
started laughing really hard and I told her that it was April 
Fools’ and to have a nice Saturday. She didn’t speak to me 
for about three weeks. Totally worth it and we still laugh 
about it 15 years later. 
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“TLDR: When I was eight or nine, I tricked my friend into 
thinking we had to go to school on a Saturday. She didn’t 
speak to me for three weeks.” 

7) asianspeedyboi wrote, “Once, in 1974 in Alaska, there 
were columns of smoke coming from a volcano thought to 
be dormant, so they sent a Coast Guard helicopter up there 
and discovered a ton of burning tires and an April Fools’ 
message written in the snow. This is the full story. I’m just 
paraphrasing.” 

8) MuffytheBananaSlayer wrote, “A couple of years ago, I 
convinced my daughter that our family friend Mark spelled 
his name F-A-R-T. She made him a birthday card: ‘Happy 
Birthday, Fart.’ When she went to show her father, he tried 
to do the sound-out method for spelling and she was adamant 
that wasn’t how you spelled it. I gave it away laughing so 
hard. Hell, I’m laughing now remembering this.” 

clayRA23 commented, “I hope you still gave Mark the card! 
That would be my favourite birthday card I’ve ever gotten.” 

MuffytheBananaSlayer wrote, “She totally gave it to him, so 
we got to laugh all over again.” 

9) AltoChick wrote, “This happened back in 2000 — I 
managed to convince a friend that because of the leap year, 
Good Friday would be on a Thursday.” 

10) fijiman wrote, “My seven-year-old son made cinnamon 
toast for his mom. He substituted chili powder for cinnamon. 
Being the good mom, she ate the whole thing, not realizing 
it was April 1.” 

11) vanillax2018 wrote, “Once we got a new printer 
delivered on April 1st at my office. Someone left a note on 
it that it is voice operated. It was the joke that kept on giving, 
as everyone yelled at the poor printer to do things. It was 
brilliant.” 
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redsparkypants commented, “Oh, man, I had a coworker 
who did this once. She posted a sign that our copier had been 
upgraded to voice control. Mid-afternoon I heard this super 
douchey guy in our office yelling SCAN (in his nasally 
Squidward voice) repeatedly at the machine. It was one of 
the most satisfying moments of my life.”31 

32. “If Brands Were Brutally Honest, What Brand 
Would Have What Slogan?” 

1) mig2433 wrote: “Spirit Airlines: ‘We got you there alive. 
What else do you fucking want?’” 

mediwitch wrote, “I was on a Spirit flight where the flight 
attendant said, ‘Last year we were rated last in customer 
service! Don’t test me, okay?” 

OneSaucyDemon commented, “To be honest, I’d fucking 
respect them for that. The number of times I wished I could 
tell a customer I didn’t want to take any shit from them.” 

mediwitch added, “The other thing she said that got me was, 
‘Your baggage is at claim 3. Again, your baggage is at claim 
3. If you ask me again as you’re deplaning, I will lie.’” 

Dragonshaggy commented, “I flew Spirit on St. Patrick’s 
Day weekend to Vegas and people were passing liquor 
shooters to each other across the aisle. The flight attendant 
got on and read the line about how consuming alcohol you 
brought on the plane yourself could result in a fine from the 
FAA up to $1000. Then she dropped the bomb of a lifetime: 

 
31 Source: Chihiro_yoru, “What’s the most successful April Fool’s joke 
that you know of?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mekv9i/whats_the_mo
st_successful_april_fools_joke_that/ >. 
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‘And if you chose to fly Spirit, I’m guessing you can’t afford 
that fine.’ Fucking savage. Lol.” 

smughippie commented, “I saw a greeting card a while ago 
that said, ‘I love you so much I would fly Spirit to visit you.’” 

2) ElivaStarsong wrote, “Nike: Let’s face it, you’re not 
going to actually do it.” 

Soakitincider wrote, “Nike comfort wear. Formerly athletic 
wear.” 

3) Ferrorciousb wrote, “Taco Bell: You can make 32 
different things with those five ingredients. Why mess with 
perfection?” 

Different-Wold2955 wrote, “Taco Bell: Same food, 
different shapes.” 

4) Sea_Prize_3464 wrote, “United Airlines: We’re not 
happy until you’re not happy.” 

Bootezz commented, “When United delayed our flight, the 
dude just told us, ‘Bet you wish you paid that little extra for 
Alaska over there,’ and gestured over to the Alaska Airlines 
kiosk.” 

5) Aoe330 wrote, “Comcast: The number one choice for 
people with no choice.” 

6) b0atdude87 wrote, “Viagra: Try it. How hard can it be?” 

7) ashmaht wrote, “Ex-Lax: Because you’ve got shit to 
do.”32 

 
32 Source: NotANameReally, “If brands were brutally honest, what 
brand would have what slogan?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mf54ky/if_brands_wer
e_brutally_honest_what_brand_would/ >. 
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33. “Men Of Reddit, When Was The Last Time You 
Received A Compliment?” 

1) SomeWh1teDood wrote, “I actually don’t remember.” 

2) kal69er wrote, “While I was sitting at the bar last week 
having a beer, two women next to me told me I was hot. My 
face must’ve been a little awkward looking because they 
apologized a little while later for offending me. I had to 
explain that men don’t get compliments and I just didn’t 
know how to react.” 

3) SirPiffingsthwaite wrote, “My wife told me my butt is 
cute when I was getting dressed for work a few hours ago.” 

4) SnoringDogsAndCats wrote, “Last night. Made some 
Barbacoa tacos and rice. ‘Pretty tasty,’ she said. ‘Let’s have 
this again.’” 

5) Delicious-Data-2626 wrote, “This morning. I came into 
work an hour early and one of the women said she wishes 
she could look at me for an extra hour every day.”33 

34. “What Is The Best Compliment Someone Ever Told 
You?” 

1) Dontbejillous wrote, “I went to Rite Aid to pick up a 
prescription. With a mask on. And the woman grabbed the 
prescription without asking my info. I said, you remember 
me! Even with the mask! And she said yes because you have 
beautiful eyes. It was just so sweet. It’s kind of superficial, 
but it made me smile. I don’t regularly pick up from them so 
she has a good memory.” 

 
33 Source: Voltaire1778, “Men of Reddit when was the last time you 
received a compliment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mgej24/men_of_reddit
_when_was_the_last_time_you_received/ >. 
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2) CrazySnekGirl wrote: 

“I was having an eye test, and I was on a machine that 
measured the pressure of your eyeballs. Mine came up 
elevated, so the 70-year-old optician took another reading, 
and just said, ‘Miss, you have the thickest corneas I have 
ever seen.’ And for the rest of the appointment, he just kept 
telling me how great my corneas are. 

“Suffice to say, I now have the weirdest brag.” 

ClownfishSoup commented, “Girl, when I look into your 
eyes, I lose myself in your corneal thickness.” 

Acastamphy commented, “Extra THICC corneas.” 

mtled commented: 

“Your story reminds me of something a doctor once told me. 
I wouldn’t say it’s the best compliment I ever received, but 
it still makes me laugh a decade later. 

“I have a herniated disc in my back, and was doing physio 
for it. My doctor had me do an MRI to confirm the diagnosis 
and a couple of days later I get a call from a surgeon’s office, 
wanting to see me, which of course was quite concerning to 
me. 

“I get to the office and do a basic exam with the resident and 
while my back is stiff I have full movement and range of 
motion, I’m doing ok actually. The doctor then comes in, 
looks me up and down and says, ‘Based on the MRI, I 
expected you to hobble in here in much more pain. You’re 
lucky … you must have a very large canal!’ 

“I burst out laughing. I chose to take it as a compliment. I 
understood what he meant (the bulging disc was bad, but not 
impinging on the spinal cord because there’s space for it) but 
it’s still the weirdest compliment I’ve ever received!” 
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carmium commented, “I think I might have taken ‘canal’ 
rather differently for a moment or two.” 

3) emohelelwhy wrote: 

“‘You’re like a triple rainbow. Incredibly beautiful and you 
show up only once in a lifetime.’ 

“From my best friend — he was too drunk to remember he’d 
said it the morning after! But it’s stuck with me. Always 
makes me smile.” 

4) thehotsister wrote: 

“‘Jeez, even your feet are pretty.”‘ 

“That was a strange but oddly nice / memorable one.” 

5) doublestitch wrote: 

“‘If I were a cat, I would want to be your cat.’ Spoken by the 
veterinarian after my little furry guy lost his battle with 
lymphoma. 

“So many people don’t visit their sick pets when they have 
to stay at the vet. I came every day to sit with the cat and pet 
him and feed him out of my hand. It makes a difference. A 
lot of animals don’t understand they’re in pet-hospital. They 
think they’re being abandoned and get really depressed. The 
extra love didn’t save my fur kid, but it bought him time and 
he knew he was loved. 

“The vet even made a donation to a veterinary school in my 
cat’s name. (It’s rare but it happens.) About the sincerest 
compliment, it’s possible to pay.” 

jessamin_hudson commented: 

“The receptionists know who I am by my voice at the animal 
hospital. ‘This is Tuco and Tata’s mommy, Jessamin.’ ‘Yes, 
we know!’ 
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“But the one time I called to refill supplies and the 
receptionist said, ‘You’re the best pet parent; you always 
make sure your cats have extra supplies and have never even 
run low, and if they need anything you call and are willing 
to bring them right in. I wish all our pet parents were like 
you!’ They see hundreds of patients a week, but I’m the best 
of the best pet parent. It was such a great compliment.” 

6) cl_solutions wrote, “My six-year-old said, ‘I’m proud of 
you, daddy,’ one day after a long day of school and work. 
He had just learned what ‘proud’ meant and was using it a 
lot, but this one hit differently.” 

7) NotWorriedABunch wrote: 

“A random guy at a coffee shop wrote, ‘I just wanted you to 
know, I think you’re EXTREMELY CUTE!’ on a scrap of 
paper and dropped it on my table as he walked out. 

“It’s still taped to my monitor and this happened in 1998.” 

bobfish42 commented, “And then you lived happily ever 
after, right?” 

NotWorriedABunch answered, “Nope! Never saw him again 
— I didn’t go after him because I was in a relationship.” 

Mini-Heart-Attack commented, “Ah. So it’s just like a little 
‘You are cute’ reminder.” 

NotWorriedABunch responded, “Yes. A completely random 
compliment from a completely random stranger can lift your 
spirits on even the worst of days!” 

IcePhoenix18 commented: 

“When I was in college, I put those silly reindeer antlers on 
my car at Christmas time. 
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“One day after class, I got a note on my window saying that 
they love my car and it cheered them up every time they saw 
it. I have no idea who left it. I still have it. 

“A couple years later, I sanded down my car and covered it 
in chalkboard paint. I leave out chalk for people to draw. 
Now I get smiles (and strange looks) all the time!”34 

35. “What Is The Most Illegal / Immoral / Shameful / 
Dirty / Fucked-Up Thing You’ve Done, And Never Were 
Caught? (Serious)” 

1) SportsPhotoGirl wrote, “I shoplifted a keychain when I 
was on vacation when I was 13 years old. I’m now 33, still 
terrified I’m going to get caught.” 

gozba commented: 

“Yes officer, this guy over here. We have solved the 
infamous keychain heist of 2001!  

“But, really, I think you shouldn’t have to worry.” 

SportsPhotoGirl responded, “You’d think I’d be over it by 
now but I genuinely think about this more often than one 
would think. It was an international heist, too. I haven’t been 
back to visit that country since that trip, so I’m probably safe, 
but if I ever go back to visit there, I probably would be 
paranoid. Lol.” 

gozba advised, “Maybe you can go back and leave a note 
with ‘sorry’ and some money? To ease your mind.” 

 
34 Source: wubdudbud, “What is the best compliment someone ever 
told you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 March 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mhe38y/what_is_the_b
est_compliment_someone_ever_told_you/ >. 



 73 

 
fireballetar commented, “I once stole a 10-cent piece of gum 
at a store and I felt so bad that I went back, confessed, and 
gave them €5. Worst trade deal in the history of trade deals.” 

gozba responded, “But a valuable lesson!” 

rebel1031 commented: 

“Cheryl told me in first grade the store didn’t care if we ate 
some grapes. She SWORE! And then my mom told me the 
cost is by the pound and that’s stealing. I’m 52 now and 
sometimes I flash back to that terror when I hear sirens. 

“Damn you, Cheryl, for leading me to that life of crime.” 

2) Sump_Erson wrote: 

“Oh, I have a good one. When my wife was in college, some 
of the other girls in her dorm hall (an all-female dorm) were 
unreasonably mean towards her. She would get ugly letters 
slipped under her door overnight, and her laundry would 
constantly be thrown out in the hallways if someone else 
wanted to use the washer / dryer, even mid cycle. She went 
to a real ‘hoity toity’ college and many of the other dorm 
residents came from wealthy families, so they looked down 
on her for being middle class. 

“Not much I could do. Except there was. Some people at the 
college put together a ‘confessions’ page that was basically 
a running list of anonymous entries. Most were crude, as you 
can imagine. I entered one claiming to be raising a cockroach 
farm. It got some attention. A few days later, I posted again, 
claiming a bit more. I also posted some well-Photoshopped 
images of live insect containers. The final post was claiming 
that I was going to release them in [specific hall] on [date]. 
This prompted a full sweep of the entire dorm hall. Many 
students were busted for drug paraphernalia during the 
search, including some of the ones that had given my wife 
(girlfriend at the time) a hard time. 
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“No, I will not mention which college.” 

3) JSFlaye wrote, “When I was 16, I shoplifted a Cadbury 
Creme Egg from WH Smiths, just to know what it felt like. 
I got out, no witnesses, the perfect crime, then I ate the Egg, 
and it tasted of ash, and shame. I went back to the shop, 
bought a Creme Egg, and then reverse shoplifted it by 
putting it back in the basket after paying, then leaving.”35 

36. “What Is The Cringiest Example Of A Corporation 
Trying To Appeal To A Younger Demographic?” 

kor_hookmaster wrote: 

“Perfect, I finally get the chance to rant about my least 
favourite commercial of all time. 

“About 15 years ago Miracle Whip came out with this. 

“‘We’re Miracle Whip, and we will not tone it down.’ 

“What the everlasting fuck? You’re mayonnaise. [Actually, 
it’s a mayonnaise substitute.] MAYONNAISE. You’re 
possibly the blandest condiment there is. Plus you’re a 
goddamn condiment, not some way of life. 

“I just reeks of corporate focus groups and people in suits 
talking about synergy and adding edginess to their brand. 

“Yes, put a bunch of attractive 20-something hipsters being 
all free and acting goofy together. Because, you see, they’re 
just too cool to care what people think about them, because 
they live by their own rules and don’t just eat whatever 

 
35 Source: Dom-2019, “What is the most 
illegal/immoral/shameful/dirty/fucked up thing you’ve done, and never 
were caught? (Serious)” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mhp8e2/what_is_the_
most/ >. 
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corporate America tells them to. They are in your face, and 
unapologetic in their rampant coolness, and they eat Miracle 
Whip and will not tone it down. 

“It’s the Poochiest thing I’ve ever seen. 

“Fuck you, Miracle Whip.” 

Booner999 commented: 

“I grew up hating mayonnaise. HATED it because it just had 
this odd flavor to it. Then, when I grew up and moved away, 
I started working at a sandwich shop. I was poor and one 
day, someone ordered a sandwich and they never picked it 
up, so the manager let us have it to split. Me, being hungry 
and poor, decided to eat it even though it had mayo on it. 
Turns out, it was actually pretty freaking good. 

“That is when I discovered that I actually like mayo and 
during my childhood, my grandmother had been feeding me 
Miracle Whip instead. I had many revelations: This is why I 
don’t like coleslaw, potato salads, or grilled cheese — she 
put Miracle Whip in all of those.” 

CodeVirus commented, “I just realized I never, ever had 
Miracle Whip. My mother was a purist in the kitchen: Butter 
means butter (no ‘I Can’t Believe It’d Not Butter’), mayo 
should be mayo, sour cream is regular sour cream (not some 
fat-free shit). Now I am curious what Miracle Whip tastes 
like.” 

kor-hookmaster responded, “Didn’t you see the 
commercial? It tastes like non-conformity and corporate-
friendly angst.” 

dufmum commented, “Seems they succeeded at being pretty 
memorable.” 

kor_hookmaster responded: 
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“That’s exactly what people say to me when I rant about it. 
(Clearly my friends have all heard me bitch about it many 
times over the years.) 

“‘Well, kor_hookmaster, you’re still talking about it so their 
ad campaign clearly worked!’ 

“No. Being memorable isn’t synonymous with being good. 
We all remember 9/11. No one forgets the 2003 tsunami. We 
all recall Ted Bundy. 

“Am I saying this Miracle Whip commercial is on par with 
these things? Of course not. However I’m also technically 
not not saying it. 

“And you know how many jars of Miracle Whip I’ve bought 
since seeing that commercial? Zero. Completely out of spite. 

“The only jars I’ve had in my house since then are ones that 
were given as gag gifts by people who know of my unhealthy 
fascination with that damn commercial. 

“Am I taking this too seriously? Maybe. Or maybe Miracle 
Whip can go fuck itself.”36 

37. “What’s The Dumbest Thing That Someone Has 
Tried To Make You Believe In?” 

1) thisbuttonsucks wrote: 

“That Rumpelstiltskin hides crayons around the house like 
the Easter bunny on St. Patrick’s Day. 

 
36 Source: duckinfum, “What is the cringiest example of a corporation 
trying to appeal to a younger demographic?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 
April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mihcgh/what_is_the_cr
ingiest_example_of_a_corporation/ >. 
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“I was about five? Maybe six. My older brother spent a four-
hour car trip convincing me it was true, and then bet me a 
hundred dollars that it wasn’t. He still brings it up almost 40 
years later. 

“So yeah, that.” 

2) aciddd123 wrote: 

“When I was studying abroad in China, there was a Canadian 
who we’ll call Tim. I was from the lower half of the States 
and hadn’t had much exposure to Canadian culture other 
than what I saw on TV. 

Tim told me about Vancouver’s annual ‘Running of the 
Moose.’ He told me that it was a special holiday in his 
culture. Canadians would mount up on their big horses, lasso 
some big Canadian moose, and then lead them back to the 
main Vancouver street. From there, they’d let the moose 
loose. 

“People would try to run from the moose. Some would try to 
ride them. Canadians celebrate by watching the moose 
festivities, eating moose tracks ice cream, and drinking 
copiously. ‘It’s like our Fourth of July,’ he told me. 

“When I tried to look it up, Tim explained that China 
blocked search results for it. It didn’t seem that out of the 
ordinary. China blocks a LOT of stuff on the internet. 

“I was respectful and asked respectful questions. I didn’t 
want to insult my first Canadian! Especially with their 
reputation of being so nice. I had no reason to think I was 
getting bullshitted. 

“It wasn’t until two years later while out on a date did I get 
corrected. Dude mentioned that he’d visited Vancouver 
recently and I asked if he’d seen the ‘Running of the Moose.’ 
He laughed and thought I was joking. It was then that I 
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realized that the U.S. internet didn’t have stuff on this so-
called holiday either. It was all a dumb joke, and I believed 
it for years. 

“Tl;dr: Don’t trust Canadians.” 

alltherobots commented: 

“As a Canadian, I can confirm that the Running of the Moose 
is not one of our traditions. 

“However, you do seem to have encountered another of our 
traditions: bullshitting Americans.  

“Sorry about that.” 

CharlieTuna_ commented, “When I was in France, I met 
these girls from Southern California who clearly knew 
nothing about Canada but loved snowboarding, so I told 
them at the start of each winter we light candles around a 
toboggan and pray for a merciful winter. I can’t even 
remember the rest of what I said, but they were eating every 
single word I was saying.” 

NorthStarZero commented: 

“Yeah, the Running of the Moose is bullshit. 

“But don’t confuse it with the annual Prince Edward Island 
lobster migration, where every year (after the ice on the 
Strait melts) the giant herds of lobsters move overland from 
the North Shore to their summer feeding grounds in the 
Northumberland Strait. 

“It’s a breathtaking sight — this giant moving carpet of 
lobsters, escorted by lobsterboys on ATVs to make sure they 
don’t get sidetracked down Highway 2. 

“You should go see it sometime!” 



 79 

 
3) Conrosas wrote, “When I was five and had recently 
moved to the US from Mexico, a family friend’s teenage 
daughter told me that fire hydrants were robots that came 
alive at sundown and collected kids who were out in the 
streets and then took them to prison. The day she told me 
that, she made us run home as fast as we could because it 
was getting dark outside. I believed this until I learned what 
they really were.” 

4) fluffybear45 wrote, “Once, my brother tried to make me 
believe that I had already eaten a cupcake and that the last 
one was, in fact, his. I did not fall for it and the cupcake was 
delicious.”37 

38. “What Was The Weirdest Thing The Weird Kid Did 
At School?” 

breauxrocka wrote: 

“A kid I grew up with started wearing homemade chain mail 
to school our freshman year of high school. Every day. For 
all four years. 

“He was always pretty odd, but he was nice enough. Plus we 
had a few classes together through middle school and we had 
connected over a shared love of a few videogames, so I felt 
comfortable asking him why he started wearing it all of the 
sudden. 

“He proceeded to explain the defensive benefits of chain 
mail vs. both sharp and blunt instruments of harm. For like 
five solid minutes. Daggers. Pikes. Hammers. Even how 

 
37 Source: SusAlexBS, “Whats the dumbest thing that someone has 
tried to make you believe in?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mm14xe/whats_the_du
mbest_thing_that_someone_has_tried_to/ >. 
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curved blades like katana and falchions would struggle 
against it! 

“I basically just shrugged and told him, ‘I mean, makes 
sense.’ And we both went to our classes. 

“I don’t know what I expected, but I guess it wasn’t the basic 
defensive benefits that armor offers.” 

Saigonauticon wrote: 

“Armor sounds like a pretty effective way to not get stabbed. 

“I wish I had thought of that in high school.” 

RichardCity commented, “At the local goth bar, there is a 
guy who wears a chain-mail, muscle-style shirt. Fantastic 
dancer. Raw foodist vegan. Very talented IV nurse. My aunt 
had lupus and knew him by name because of how good at 
putting in her IVs he was. He might be the nicest person I’ve 
ever met. He never drank when I was still going to goth 
night, and he would fill his truck with people at the end of 
the night and drop everyone off. He lost a friend to drunk 
driving, and I expect that’s why he was so amazing about 
taking people home.” 

QuietGoliath commented, “Hell of a way to build up some 
muscle mass over time, I guess?” 

andywithay commented, “It makes me really happy to think 
that people like this exist.” 

2Rare2Kill commented: 

“I actually have a story on this. 

“One of my best friends has some nebulous muscular 
disorder. They used to think it was muscular dystrophy, but 
apparently now they’re not sure. His muscles constantly 
atrophy and he can’t engage in strenuous exercise. 
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“One of the only ways he could allegedly counter this 
atrophy was to wear weighted clothing, which eventually 
culminated in him wearing a chain mail shirt, starting around 
age 20. He wore that shit everywhere. 

“He works the night shift as a condo concierge and also likes 
a drink, so I would occasionally meet with him and another 
friend from about 6-9 to pound a few. He usually stops 
before he gets problematically drunk, but there was an 
occasional hiccup. One morning, I got a call from his brother 
asking why he didn’t show up to his shift (knowing he’d 
been drinking with us the night before). 

“We got in contact with my friend pretty quickly. Turns out 
he’d gotten in a fight on the subway. Some guy had been 
harassing a woman, and my friend stepped in and told the 
guy to leave her alone. The guy punched my friend in the 
chest. Right in the chain mail. He stood there stunned long 
enough for my friend to pop him in the face, but he did land 
a hit on my friend’s chin, cutting him with a ring. Friend was 
fine, but needed stitches, hence why he missed work. 
Subway harasser got KOed and dragged out of the train by 
security. 

“Chain mail didn’t make him a brick shithouse, but it 
definitely countered some of the effects of a potentially 
crippling illness. 

“Also, in Toronto, we don’t have knights in shining armour. 
We have disabled kids in tarnished chain mail. Careful, 
though; they might surprise you. 

“Anyway, we dubbed him the ‘Subway Knight,’ and it’s 
been a running joke ever since.”38 

 
38 Source: Imaginary_East5786, “What was the weirdest thing the 
weird kid did at school?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 April 2021 < 
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39. “Ex-Convicts Of Reddit, What Is Your Most Pleasant 
Prison Memory?” 

1) DignifiedDingo wrote:  

“I think people would be surprised at how much nice things 
happen in prison. 

“It is crazy the amount of altruism you see in prison. People 
who beg for food or items will often be given them. Even 
though the people know they are a beggar, they will help 
them. But if you are an asshole and a beggar, you will get 
cut off. 

“I had family, and I could have asked them to send me 
money, but I don’t like asking them for that, and I don’t like 
donating to the prison system from buying their food. 

“People would still constantly give me food and items … 
things that they could sell or trade, and they would just give 
them to me. 

“I just went through reception and orientation at a new 
prison, and had no money on my books. 

“A guy, who I never talked to before, saw that I kept going 
out to the yard and work out in my prison issue scrubs. 

“After two weeks, he comes up to me and says, ‘Hey, are 
you just from reception?’ 

“I say, ‘Yeah, just moved here.’ 

“He says, ‘So, I see you don’t have anything other than the 
state clothing, I have some extras that should fit you, I’ll 
bring it to your cell.’ 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mmn7km/what_was_th
e_weirdest_thing_the_weird_kid_did_at/ >. 



 83 

 
“He brought me four pairs of gym shorts, three shirts, and an 
$60 pair of Nike running shoes with a small tear that was 
stitched up. 

“This guy, who I didn’t even know, gave me about $100 
worth of stuff. People get murdered for $10 in prison. This 
wasn’t a small gift. I wanted to give him something in return, 
but he wouldn’t accept it. 

“The people who are in prison have done something bad to 
go there, but prison becomes a community, just like any 
neighborhood. You get to know your cellies, you get to know 
your neighbors. And there is this sense of ‘I know how shitty 
this place is, and I want to help you out, because I know what 
you feel.’ 

“I think most people would be surprised at the amount of 
altruism that goes on in prison. People are sad when you 
don’t get a call from your wife, or you get rejected from early 
parole. These people empathize with you, and want to see 
you go, even though they have to stay there, and will miss 
your company. 

“You can see friendship and love and empathy even within 
the walls of a prison.” 

wotmate wrote, “Mate, I had been six months into a ten-
month sentence (small fries, I know) when my dog that I had 
for 14 years died. The tears were streaming down my face as 
I walked away from the phones, and about a hundred dudes 
gave me bro hugs by the time I got back to my room.” 

LordMcFluffy wrote, “Oh, my god, I know your story ends 
well, but with all the clichés I have about prison, if a guy is 
way too nice and give me $100 worth of stuff just like that, 
I would shit myself / refuse thinking that I’ll ‘owe’ him one.” 

DignifiedDingo wrote: 
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“There is a huge difference in that. 

“Prisoners know this cliché, and will often make it a point 
that there are no strings attached when they make offers like 
this. 

“I will try to explain it in real-world terms. 

“You know when you go to pay for a bill for dinner, and your 
friend looks at you and says, ‘Hey, I’ll pay for it.’ 

“And then you say you want to pay, but he won’t let you, 
and then thanks you for offering, but still wants to pay, so 
you let him? 

“If there are strings attached, they usually let you know, or 
force you into it. 

“You can tell the difference from a schemer and a guy who 
just wants to help you out, no strings attached. A schemer 
will take everything you have to offer. An altruistic person 
will tell you it’s no problem.” 

2) drugsarebadmmk420 wrote, “There’s a feeling of 
freedom even being locked up. Freedom from 
responsibilities. No rent, free food, routine. I needed that at 
one point in my life. I wouldn’t wanna go back to that, but 
at the time it was probably the better of a few scenarios.” 

3) seanboxx wrote, “There was one day in my unit the 
kitchen workers organized an event where they stole so 
much food out of the kitchen they fed the entire 250-ish man 
pod and all the races ate nachos together.” 

4) TheDevilsAdvokaat wrote: 

“Xmas eve in Silverwater Jail. 

“Some very big, scary-looking tatted dudes around. 
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“It’s night time and possums start to come out of the trees, 
and I witness these huge dudes hand-feeding them honey on 
bread, very gently.” 

5) TylerHatred wrote, “St Paddy’s Day one year, the guards 
were in a super good mood and let us get extra food and 
dessert. This was my best memory because usually the 
guards were super cold and aggressive, but for some reason 
they were really chill that day.” 

6) Human-Original-5828 wrote, “I have never laughed as 
hard as I have in prison. It’s a very strange comedy as long 
as you’re ok inside.”39 

40. “What Small Thing Happened In Your Childhood, 
That Has Affected You For The Rest Of Your Life?” 

1) hawksthatareblack wrote, “I went to my older sister’s 
friend’s dad’s house once when I was a preteen or young 
teen and I really liked it. It took me years into living on my 
own to realize I’m subconsciously mimicking the interior 
decorating of that place. Lol.” 

Itspronouncedhodl commented, “I can relate. Watched the 
movie Amelie at that age. Guess who now has a house with 
interior colors of red, green, and yellow?” 

2) invisiblenorms wrote: 

“I’m the oldest of many kids, and that meant that all of my 
stuff was always getting wrecked by my younger siblings 
throughout my childhood. For some reason, I imagine just 
the goodness of her heart, when I was around six we had a 

 
39 Source: Rizkozrout, “Ex-convicts of Reddit, what is your most 
pleasant prison memory?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mny64z/exconvicts_of
_reddit_what_is_your_most_pleasant/ >. 
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neighbor lady who was friendly with my mom (we moved 
all the time when I was a kid so we didn’t always have 
relationships with our neighbors) and she kept a box of 
unbroken crayons and some unscribbled-in coloring books 
at her house for me and would let me come over and just sit 
at her coffee table and color all by myself sometimes. I was 
too young to thank her adequately or even realize how 
unusual the kindness of her gesture was, but it has always 
stuck with me. I have crystal-clear memories of the quiet of 
her living room and the joy of crayons that nobody had 
broken or torn the wrapping off of, and the crisp pages of the 
coloring books that nobody but me ever colored in. 

“I still think about her sometimes and hope good things are 
happening for her. I am always trying to live up to the 
memory I have of her and pay her kindness forward.” 

SonofaMitch commented, “These kinds of people are so rare 
and special … the ones who keep making you better even 
when they’re not in your life.” 

3) amanda77kr wrote, “My dad telling me, ‘You can do this, 
I know you can.’ For the life of me I can’t recall what I was 
doing, but the memory of him saying it is clear as can be. I 
call that memory up when stuff’s going sideways. Never 
underestimate a few words of praise.” 

4) dalovindj wrote: 

“When I was a young child, maybe five or six, living in a 
fairly urban place, my grandfather taught me how to cross 
the street. We had a park across the street, so we were often 
crossing it. He held my hand and reiterated over and over 
that you always have to look both ways. Even when the street 
is one way, you never know when some crazy person may 
come barreling down the road the wrong way. Not looking 
both ways is a mistake that can ruin (or end) your life. 
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“I don’t remember specifically learning to tie my shoes, or 
how to cook pasta, or how to brush my teeth — all those 
things I just know how to do without recalling being taught 
and those activities don’t trigger any specific memories. But 
I have always remembered crossing the street over and over 
with my grandfather and the life-or-death nature of the 
lesson he taught me. 

“My grandfather has long since passed away now, but every 
time I cross a street I think about him. 

“And I always look both ways.” 

5) IAmASolipsist wrote: 

“Not me directly, but as a teen in a fucked-up family I’d 
occasionally play games with my brother since I was 
homeschooled and bored. At one point he mentioned he 
wanted to program games when he grew up. I liked 
programming so I gave him some of my old computer parts 
that sort of made a functioning computer and installed 
Gamemaker for him. Never really thought about it after 
outside of just helping answer questions later, giving him all 
my old computer parts (more because it’s annoying to try to 
sell them) and arguing with my parents when they tried to 
fuck his career (more because I strongly dislike them.) 

“Little fucker made his first game when he was 12 (for me, 
though it was practically unplayable). Got his first paying 
job at 15, made more than $30k a year by 16. Had a game in 
a popular game awards show by 17. Developed a unique live 
rendering software that has like three other competitors (his 
arguably being way more usable and in demand). 

“I didn’t realize I’d had any real impact until he won the top 
award in his software’s industry. I didn’t even go, but he sent 
me a video of his acceptance speech later. He specifically 
called me out as the only person who ever truly believed in 
him and who empowered him to make his success. I didn’t, 
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really. I just had spare parts, I liked arguing with my parents 
and I had played around a bit with Gamemaker myself. 

“I don’t actually think I helped him much; he had the talent 
in him. My family just tended to be really mean and insulting 
to him, so my careless support helped make him feel he 
could actually try something hard.” 

Zoe-Belle commented, “I think you should give yourself 
more credit! He obviously feels like you were the one person 
who believed in him.”40 

  

 
40 Source: Irregaurdless, “What small thing happened in your 
childhood, that has effected you for the rest of your life?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 9 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mnq8ko/what_small_th
ing_happened_in_your_childhood_that/ >. 
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Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “Pet Owners Of Reddit, What’s The Weirdest Way 
Your Pets Try To Get Your Attention?”  

1) MizElaneous wrote, “My cat learned pretty quickly that if 
he messes with the papers on the counter, he gets attention. 
It’s negative attention, but he gets it and apparently loves it 
because he’ll sit down and get comfortable and just start 
flipping his paw through it like it’s his paperwork. If I ignore 
that, he escalates to biting off corners. He knows that’ll get 
me every time.” 

nopenonotatall commented, “Mine does this, too! If he wants 
attention, he’ll find something to get into like a box of papers 
or a gift bag or something noisy and annoying.” 

2) scarletnightongale wrote, “Mine attacks my other cat. He 
knows if he does that, I have to get up to break it up. I don’t 
know how to break this cycle. If I ignore it, he gets frustrated 
and takes it out even worse on the other cat. People are like, 
‘Just ignore him,’ but I don’t really want a full-blown cat 
fight happening, fur all over my apartment, and my other cat 
being beaten up because my first cat (who is currently curled 
up, sleeping contentedly against my leg) is a jerk.” 

3) broadsharp wrote, “My dog head-butts me in the leg. She 
walks over, and head-butts my leg. Then she holds her head 
against my leg and won’t move until I scratch behind her 
ears long enough to please her majesty.” 

canisaureaux commented, “My dog does this, too! Or she’ll 
get on the bed (right behind my chair when I’m at my desk), 
so she’s high enough to put her head right next to mine, and 
then she waits for me to notice so she can pointedly look at 
me and then look very hopefully at my desk drawer where I 
normally keep the treats.” 
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4) Lostarchitorture wrote, “Guinea pig grips the cage door 
with her teeth, shaking it so loud it sounds like an old 
washing machine on spin cycle.”41 

42. “People Who Were Made To Choose Between Your 
Pet Or Your Partner, How Did Your Ex React When 
You Chose Your Pet?” 

1) Niall_Nine_Hostages, “True story. I’m paraphrasing. My 
friend had his girlfriend spend the night at his house. While 
he was making her breakfast, she began complaining about 
his ‘nasty dog.’ My friend told her, ‘You should stop 
complaining; the dog lives here and you don’t.’ They broke 
up a week later.” 

Suck-My-Clock wrote, ‘My friend got mad at his girlfriend’s 
dog. His girlfriend yelled at him. I told him, ‘You know 
whom she will choose if this keeps up, right?’ I think we all 
know how it works.” 

weasleydreamtime wrote, “To be fair, anyone giving you an 
ultimatum to choose between them and one of your loved 
ones (human or otherwise) isn’t interested in a healthy 
relationship of any kind, and so isn’t worth your time. Long 
story short, never choose the one giving the ultimatum.” 

58weir commented, “True, true, but what if someone is 
allergic to your pet?” 

weasleydreamtime replied, “It’s more about how you 
approach the discussion. If it’s someone forcing you to make 

 
41 Source: GiftSuperb, “Pet owners of Reddit, what’s the weirdest way 
your pets try to get your attention?” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mnures/pet_owners_of
_reddit_whats_the_weirdest_way_your/ >. 
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the choice, it’s unhealthy. If it’s someone trying to work with 
you to find a solution to a problem, it’s healthy.” 

Annihilicious commented, “Then I hope they’re not allergic 
to Benadryl.” 

2) readingismuzen commented, “I love the (correct) 
assumption that everyone here chose their pet.” 

3) xCandyCaneKissesx wrote: 

“Yeah, I’ve had my dogs for ten / eight years and I’m not 
giving them up for anyone, no matter how ‘nice’ they are. 
My two little dogs haven’t ever lied or disappointed me. First 
thing I tell new potential partners, I have pets. Don’t make 
me chose between you or my pets because you will lose 
every time. 

“So far my current partner of six months loves my dogs so 
we’ll see how that works out in the long run.” 

4) demoniodoj0 wrote, “Sometimes I think I’d change my 
kid for another pet, maybe a Tasmanian devil or a honey 
badger. I’m sure it would be more peaceful.”42 

43. “What Is The Worst Name And Why?” 

1) SDfojj wrote: 

“My old boss said when she was pregnant everyone would 
ask what she was going to name the baby, and EVERYONE 
responded negatively to whatever name she came up with 
(like they had an ex or crazy uncle with that name). 

 
42 Source: sugar-soad, “People who were made to choose between your 
pet or your partner, how did your ex react when you chose your pet?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 10 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mo36yy/people_who_
were_made_to_choose_between_your_pet/ >. 
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“So she decided to look through a baby book and find the 
worst name she could. Pervis Merr. People just responded, 
‘Ohhhh,’ after she told them that.” 

2) ColorfullyReliable wrote, “I met someone at an 
immigration legal clinic who introduced himself as ‘FNU 
<last name>.’ FNU is an abbreviation of ‘first name 
unknown.’ Apparently when he arrived in the US, he said he 
had only one name so his identity documents were written 
this way.” 

ClownfishSoup commented, “My coworker had a female 
friend from China named ‘Alan’ because she just picked an 
English name.” 

MattCap8 commented, “When my parents picked my 
English name, they didn’t know Matt was short for 
‘Matthew,’ so my English name is just Matt. I didn’t realize 
‘Matt’ was short for ‘Matthew’ until people tried calling me 
‘Matthew.’” 

spuk87 commented, “I was served by a girl in McDonald’s 
in Hong Kong whose name was ‘Fish.’” 

SimCityCrackhouse commented, “I’ve known a Filipino 
woman named ‘Poo.’ It was right on her name badge, too. 
Worked with her at Walmart. I can’t imagine the shit she got 
from people over her name, but she didn’t seem to care.” 

3) Dyllon33 wrote, “I work with a John Smith. People think 
it’s a fake name all the time.” 

Chairish commented, “I worked with a John Smith. He had 
a bunch of kids including a ‘Jonathan’ and a ‘Johnny.’ In 
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case you’re wondering why there’s so many John Smiths in 
this world.”43 

44. “What’s Your ‘Well, You Don’t See That Every Day’ 
Story?” 

1) _Manalishi_ wrote, “Worked as a waiter and after we 
finished one night, a drunk man was walking down the street. 
One of my coworkers recognised him and asked if he was 
the German opera singer doing an show in the city. He 
answered yes and asked if we would like to hear him sing. 
So he gave us a three-minute private concert in the middle 
of the night, drunk off his ass.” 

MothaFuknEngrishNerd wrote, “I like to think that it wasn’t 
actually him, but just some dude who saw his chance and 
took it.” 

2) aloofman75 wrote, “While jogging slowly up a steep hill, 
I got cheered on by the driver of the Oscar Meyer 
Wienermobile.” 

Rainbow_Dash_RL commented, “You’re not a loser, you’re 
a wiener!” 

BetterThanHorus commented: 

“One time I was in the middle of a 5k jog and just got to the 
parking lot where I would turn around and jog back home. 
Only it was overcast, I was feeling out of it, and I was about 
to just walk back for the second half. 

 
43 Source: Yovana19, “What is the worst name and why?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 9 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mnhcgb/what_is_the_
worst_name_and_why/ >. 
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“Then the one car in that lot started blasting ‘Eye of the 
Tiger.’ You better believe I turned right around and ran back 
double time.” 

3) ImaginarySail6 wrote, “I saw a bride in her wedding 
gown running in the train station being chased by two 
women holding the train of her dress.” 

4) Cakereject wrote, “I saw a guy on a quad drop his hat, 
look back and decide to leave it behind. About two minutes 
later, some guy in a tan car drives up, swerves around it, 
stops, leans out of the car, picks up the hat, puts it on and 
then just drives away like nothing happened.” 

SylvieSuccubus commented: 

“This is how my wife has acquired most of her large 
collection of knives. Military town and young enlisted will 
just toss nice knives as soon as they get dull, my wife will 
restore them, and now we have So Many. 

“She even hopped out of the car to grab one once at a red 
light.” 

5) marylamb2020 wrote, “I worked at a high-functioning 
casino as a cocktail server a few years back. This lady came 
up to me and asked me if I wanted to see something cool. Me 
not knowing what to expect says, ‘Sure, why not?, This 
woman proceeds to pull a purple rag out of her bra and begin 
to unfold it. I start to hear little chirps coming from the rag 
— this woman had pulled a baby chicken out of her bra in 
the middle of a casino and let me pet it! She then folded the 
rag back up, stuffed the baby chicken back in her bra, and 
told me not to tell anyone. I told EVERYONE.” 

unassumingdink commented, “‘High-functioning casino’ 
makes it sound like the casino has autism.” 
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6) Poorly-Drawn-Beagle wrote, “A coyote pup came out of 
the arroyo and followed me and my dog around while we 
were walking.” 

7) notanaardvark wrote: 

“On vacation in London, my wife and I were waiting for a 
train in a tube station. Two trains arrived at the station before 
ours showed up. As a native New Yorker, I was comforted 
to see that pigeons live in subway stations everywhere. 

“The first train pulls into the station and the doors open. As 
people enter and exit the train, one pigeon flutters down from 
the ceiling, lands on the platform and calmly walks onto the 
train like he’s off to work or something. My wife and I laugh 
about this a little as the doors closed and the train pulls away 
from the station. 

“The second train pulls into the station, the doors open, and 
people shuffle out. After a moment a different pigeon walks 
out of this train and then flutters up to spot vacated by the 
first pigeon. 

“Anyway, seems like London pigeons have the tube pretty 
much figured out.”44 

45. “People Who Were On Reality Family Shows As Kids 
(Think Super Nanny, Wife Swap, Etc.) How Much Of It 
Was Real And How Much Was Fiction / Set Up For 
Drama? Did Anything Change?” 

1) LunaLove1027 wrote, “My parents were ‘dinner guests’ 
in an episode of Nanny 911 and they said literally everything 

 
44 Source: True_Madness, “What’s your ‘Well, you don’t see that every 
day’ story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mogc8j/whats_your_w
ell_you_dont_see_that_every_day_story/ >. 
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was staged. I don’t remember all of the details, but they said 
the directors had a ‘code word’ that they would say to the 
kids when they were supposed to start acting all ‘crazy.’ And 
then once the scene was done, the kids would be perfectly 
normal.” 

2) emily_is_a_dpp wrote: 

“One of my wife’s friends was on Blind Date while she was 
in college. The dude they set her up with was a lot older than 
her. It seemed like they were trying to make him seem like a 
creepy old guy and the show had set her up for a bad date. 
He also felt like the show had tried to set him up to look bad. 

“They pretended they were having a really great date and 
even kissed at the end of it. 

“She said they could tell the producers were annoyed with 
them and that made pretending they were having an 
awesome date way more fun.” 

3) ResidentNarwhal wrote: 

“I was sort of on MTVs Made and knew the kid who was the 
main character of the episode. The story line was he was the 
fat kid who wanted to get into shape and learn martial arts 
(Tae Kwan Do). They actually went through a pretty 
reputable school, too; the head there was in the Seoul 
Olympics back in the day. I was a freshman in college at the 
time and one of the instructors at the TKD school was in grad 
school at my college and ran the Tae Kwan Do club. It was 
good deal for $100 a semester to have access to on-campus 
and the TKD school’s classes. I was pretty new and just a 
lowly yellow belt. 

“But anyway my affiliation meant it was clear they wanted 
me to be a Johnny from Cobra Kai villain to kick his ass at 
the midpoint but the star of the show does the Karate kid 
thing and beats me at a tournament at the end. They ended 
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up going in an entirely different direction with it and I’m 
only in a few spots and we never had a final fight. But they 
did keep one sparring session where I rocked him in the head 
with a good roundhouse. 

“It was almost entirely scripted for drama. The one big shot 
they kept the footage of the producer came up to me and 
literally said, ‘For this next session can you exclusively try 
to kick for his head?’ He actually LOST the final fight at the 
Tae Kwan Do tournament but they literally reshot him 
‘winning’ just for the TV show. 

“Kid doing it was a senior in high school and was pretty cool 
kid. Said they were having him play up the moaning about 
the diet and soreness from the working out. He said truth be 
told he really was enjoying working out and losing weight 
and the show was the proper kick to get him to do it. He 
ended up not keeping on with martial arts, but I met him the 
next year when he ended up being a freshman at the 
university. He kept the weight off, and I always ran into him 
at the gym!” 

4) lucifer2990 wrote: 

“A girl I went to school with was on My Super Sweet Sixteen. 
She was always quiet but well-liked and the kids on that 
show were usually monsters, so we were curious about how 
the episode would paint her. 

“There was one scene where she was checking in on a vendor 
and they said something might not be finished in time for the 
party and she didn’t have a meltdown or anything but she 
said something dramatic like, ‘Oh no! That’s going to ruin 
my whole birthday party!’ 

“After the episode aired her friends who were with her said 
they did a couple of ‘takes’ because her first reaction was 
like, ‘Oh, that sucks. Thanks for letting me know.’” 
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lucifer2990 added, “The crew wasn’t supposed to straight up 
say, ‘Let’s do another take,’ or anything, but the friend and 
family were encouraged to ‘hype up’ the birthday girl to get 
more reactions. One of her friends said something like, 
‘Let’s go talk to the owner and tell him we NEED this by the 
10th’ or something, and the girl said, ‘Why? He knows his 
business is going to be on TV. I’m sure they’re doing their 
best.’” 

Virtuoso1980 commented, “She sounds like a very logical, 
rational, and mature 16-year-old. I like her.”45 

46. “What Is The Most Entertaining Way To Answer A 
Scam Phone Call?” 

1) laughingsbetter wrote, “I tell them the phone is about to 
go dead and to call my other line. I give them the state 
attorney general’s office phone number.” 

2) risbia wrote, “I’ve done a similar gag with giving them 
the Federal Trade Commission’s 800# scam reporting 
hotline. There’s one scam that calls me a lot, where they ask 
for the phone (?) number on the back of your credit card for 
some reason. One lady actually had the audacity to come 
back from having me on hold and said, ‘Sorry sir, that’s the 
number for the FTC. I need the number for your bank.’” 

3) Sedris6661 wrote, “I once meowed at a scam caller. They 
asked me to repeat myself, so I meowed at them again. Then 

 
45 Source: S3xySouthernB, “People who were on reality family shows 
as kids (think super nanny, wife swap etc) how much of it was real and 
how much was fiction/set up for drama? Did anything change?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 11 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/morty9/people_who_w
ere_on_reality_family_shows_as_kids/ >. 
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they meowed back and I didn’t know what to do so I hung 
up.” 

4) Gittering-Inside wrote, “Just pretend you’re fucking 
someone — scammers hate that.” 

Davecasa commented: 

“One time I got a call and had nothing better to do, so I 
thought I’d play along.  

“‘Hello sir, we’re calling from whatever, how are you 
today?’ 

“‘I’m pretty good, just chillin’ casually watching some 
porn.’  

“Click. 

“I’m not sure if they’re that scared of sex, or if they just get 
a lot of guys who want to talk to them while masturbating, 
but it seems to be super effective.” 

5) big_spaghetti_bowl wrote, “When I was a baby / toddler, 
whenever my parents got a scammer on the phone they 
would hand it over to me.” 

6) Sum-n3m0 wrote: 

“I lived abroad for a while and I had a VoIP phone [a phone 
uses Voice over IP technologies] with a number with a 
California city area code. The scammers, posing as IRS, kept 
calling between 8 and 6 Pacific Standard Time. 
Unfortunately, that was night time where I was living. 

“Before going to bed, I just set my VoIP to forward the call 
to the US Treasury IRS office In D.C. After a few days, they 
stopped.” 

7) HairyClefairy wrote, “My grandpa told me his strategy 
today: Answer the phone and make sure you get a real 
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person; it’s usually a robot until you say something. Then 
tell them you need to turn the stove off, plug your phone in, 
turn the TV down, or whatever and that you just need one 
second. If you feel they are about to hang up just pick up the 
phone and give another excuse. He says they’ll stay on for a 
few minutes which is great because it means less time 
scamming people who may actually fall for it!”46 

47. “Adults Of Reddit, Since Nobody Asks You 
Anymore, What’s Your Favorite Dinosaur?” 

1) megabot13 wrote, “I cried when I saw the stegosaurus in 
the Natural History Museum. I was only about 35.” 

2) Aye-Laddie wrote, “The chiropractor really sends shivers 
down my back.” 

3) JohnSmith20210225 wrote, “Theyneversaurus.”47 

48. “Have You Ever Met A Celebrity Before? What Was 
Your Experience Like With Them?” 

1) TalkToAMom wrote, “It was the 1980s and I was 16, 
standing outside a restaurant watching girls try to get into a 
limo while the driver yelled at them to get out and finally 
locked the doors. As I stood there, someone slung their arm 
around my shoulder and started talking in my ear about the 
scene before us. I turned my head and was eyeball to eyeball 

 
46 Source: ben8633, “What is the most entertaining way to answer a 
scam phone call?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mohn9y/what_is_the_
most_entertaining_way_to_answer_a/ >. 
47 Source: JimSalice, “Adults of Reddit, since nobody asks you 
anymore, what’s your favorite dinosaur?” Reddit. AskReddit. 13 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mpvv8n/adults_of_red
dit_since_nobody_asks_you_anymore/ >. 
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with Billy Idol. He was pretty drunk, but very funny. He had 
the most beautiful skin I have ever seen and was even better 
looking in person. He would have been in his late 20s, I 
guess. He was super friendly, and definitely not trying to 
pick up any teenage girls. 10/10.” 

TalkToAMom added, “Years later and my daughter loves 
him. If his name comes up, I immediately tell this story … 
just to annoy her!” 

2) raven_darkseid wrote: 

“I met Billie Joe Armstrong from Green Day about 20 years 
ago. It’s a kind of crazy story, but the short version is that I 
almost got hit by a car and he yelled at me to watch out. I 
didn’t know it was him, but I was going to thank the person. 
I saw it was him and almost peed myself. (I was also very 
drunk, hence how I almost got hit by a car.) He was 
absolutely lovely. 

“I met Zach McGowan a few years ago. I loved his character 
on Shameless. He was very personable and didn’t have 
anyone else at his booth, so we talked for a really long time 
about random shit. The only thing that I really remember is 
that he said Joan Cusack is literally the nicest person he has 
ever met. 

“My very favorite that I’ve met was Khary Payton. I took 
my niece to Comic Con and let her choose someone to meet. 
She chose him because she really likes The Walking Dead. I 
don’t watch it, but he does the voice of Cyborg in Teen 
Titans, so I was pretty excited to meet him, too. He was so 
unbelievably kind to my niece. He had a giant line of people, 
but never made us feel rushed at all. He was so excited that 
I was geeking out over meeting Cyborg. Lol. There was a 
one-picture limit, so I was just letting her take it with him, 
but he insisted on getting one with me, too, and another with 
both of us. He has two fans for life, such an awesome dude.” 



 102 

 
3) 1throwawayor4 wrote: 

“David Sedaris is incredibly nice. Normally really big 
authors like that will sign only the book they’re currently 
touring and have only a few hours to sign things. 

“David signed anything anyone presented to him. Some 
people had five books and he signed them all. He took time 
with everyone who came. He didn’t leave until every single 
person who showed up got to meet him. He then apologized 
profusely for making us work until 1 AM and offered to sign 
anything the staff wanted, talked, and took a picture with 
us.”48 

49. “What’s The Best Euphemism For Telling People 
That They’re Stupid?” 

1) dusty-kat wrote, “Couldn’t pour water out of a boot with 
instructions on the heel.”  

barto5 commented: 

“At a keg party about 100 years ago, my buddy was trying 
to make nice with a girl. 

“He says, ‘That’s a really cool mug. Can I see it?’ 

“She hands him the mug and says, ‘I made it myself. My 
name’s on the bottom.’ 

“He proceeds to turn it upside down to read her name and 
pours the beer in her lap.” 

 
48 Source: heyitsroxanne, “Have you ever met a celebrity before? What 
was your experience like with them?” Reddit. AskWomen. 13 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mq9v9m/have_you_e
ver_met_a_celebrity_before_what_was/ >. 
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2) A9th wrote, “He’s hit rock bottom, and is showing signs 
of starting to dig.” 

3) Snugl-v301 wrote, “It’s impossible to underestimate 
you.” 

frobischer commented, “My favorite variant on that is: ‘I 
underestimated you … but not enough.’ 

4) NostalgicPotat0 wrote, “One of my personal favorites: 
‘He’s got only two brain cells and both of them are fighting 
for third place.’” 

5) randolotapus wrote, “Sharp as a marble, that one.” 

shapookya commented, “It’s like calling someone a ‘smooth 
brain.’ Sounds like a compliment.” 

bric12 commented, “I still remember when I called my 
brother-in-law ‘smooth brain’ and my sister got mad at me 
for flirting with her husband. It was a beautiful moment.”49 

51. “What’s The Name Of Your Fictional Band?” 

please_PM_ur_bewbs wrote: 

“Duvet. 

“We’re a cover band.”50 

 
49 Source: lientubay, “What’s the best euphemism for telling people 
that they’re stupid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mrb3ce/whats_the_best
_euphemism_for_telling_people_that/ >. 
50 Source: black_flag_4ever, “What’s the name of your fictional band?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 16 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/msgo2g/whats_the_na
me_of_your_fictional_band/ >. 
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51. “What’s The Dumbest Thing You Thought Was True 
When You Were A Kid?” 

1) Cool_Foundation_5319 wrote: 

“That there was a tooth mouse that collected children’s baby 
teeth when they fell off. 

“You had to pick the right shoe of your favorite pair of shoes, 
place the tooth inside it and put it underneath your bed. The 
tooth mouse would arrive at night, take the tooth and leave 
money for you inside the shoe. I later learned that it was my 
parents who took my teeth and left me money. I genuinely 
thought the tooth mouse was real, but I didn’t believe in the 
tooth fairy because mice are real and fairies don’t exist — 
this was my logic as a child.” 

2) const_bigMan wrote, “My mum convinced me that there 
was a chocolate pipe running under the road next to this cake 
factory in the town I grew up in. As a kid I loved this idea 
and would tell all the kids in school to the point everyone 
believed it. Wasn’t until years later and I got a job at said 
cake factory really excited to see this chocolate pipe that I 
found out my whole life had been a lie.” 

3) hopeforpudding wrote, “That if I talked into the speakers 
of any radio, they could hear me on the other end. I 
remember talking to the radio speakers, trying to answer 
back and be funny.” 

4) abandoned_soldier wrote, “That I could turn street lights 
green with my mind. I would tell my mom, ‘I’ll fix this for 
you,’ when we would stop at red lights. Let’s just say that 
belief didn’t last long.” 

5) savegeAFcomebacks wrote, “I basically thought TV 
shows were like The Truman Show and thought I was 
watching them live out their lives on TV.” 
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6) mashmashshash wrote: 

“I suppose someone just told me there’s a big fish in the river 
in our hometown but I spent years thinking just one massive 
carp lives in the middle of the river (imagine like mega-
whale-sized, the size of a small island). Makes no sense, but 
I was sure of it. 

“Also, my dad told me that our house was built on an Indian 
burial ground and I believed for years. We live in the middle 
of Europe.”51 

52. “What Is Something That Never Fails To Make You 
Smile?” 

1) Myusernameissean commented, “I broke my leg back in 
2014 and every four hours I could get more morphine. Also 
the Country Music Channel was on a four-hour loop. So 
every time I got morphine the song ‘Shotgun Rider’ by Tim 
McGraw was playing. Now every time I hear that song it 
brings a smile to my face.” 

4rp4n3t wrote, “Pavlov has entered the chat.” 

2) smlspooderfriend wrote, “Babies discovering they have 
toes.” 

3) IBelieveInSpace wrote, “Those videos of people who’ve 
been away and then their dog sees them and the dog goes 
apeshit.” 

Total_Glove9365 commented: 

 
51 Source: HighQualityRedditor, “What’s the dumbest thing you 
thought was true when you were a kid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mtgxdh/whats_the_du
mbest_thing_you_thought_was_true_when/ >. 
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“I love these, too! Whenever I have a bad day, these videos 
are my go-to. 

“And when YouTube plays advertisements in between my 
doggy-excitement, all the good work is undone. :(” 

4) KoalaKam212 wrote, “Hearing Rick Astley’s ‘Never 
Gonna Give You Up.’ It’s just a great song.” 

Note by David Bruce: Listen to it here.52 

53. “Drill Sergeants Of Reddit, What Was The Funniest 
Thing A Recruit Said?” 

1) WatchTheBoom wrote: 

“In basic training environments, recruits are given a standard 
set of responses that they’re supposed to stick to. They vary 
from service to service, but generally, each of their responses 
should be: 

• Yes 

• No 

• I’ll do that right away 

• I’ll find out right away 

“Part of the game that’s played during basic training is 
getting into the habit of answering questions using your 
standard responses. With that last one, part of the point is to 
try and remove ‘I don’t know’ from a recruit’s vocabulary 
and replace it with ‘I’ll find out.’ 

 
52 Source: craftbot9000, “What is something that never fails to make 
you smile?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/muq7zw/what_is_some
thing_that_never_fails_to_make_you/ >. 
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“Unrelated to that entirely, people in the military wear hats 
outside. Your hat gets tucked into your pocket or stuffed into 
your pants / boot when you’re inside, and as soon as you’re 
outside- boom. Hat goes on. You always have your hat with 
you, just in case you go outside, because one of the first 
things you learn in the military is that people in the military 
wear hats outside. This concept is central to military identity, 
as silly as it may seem. 

“So — there was a situation where a recruit was holding a 
door open for his company mates to pass through. He was 
standing outside, holding the door open, but he wasn’t 
wearing his hat. We were on a pretty tight schedule, he was 
a good kid, and I wasn’t trying to make a scene- —I walked 
over to him and in a hushed voice asked, ’Recruit, are you 
inside or outside?’ My intent was to prompt him to put his 
hat on. That was all. I was just trying to help a brother out. 

“He turned to face me and, at the top of his lungs he shouted, 
‘THIS RECRUIT WILL FIND OUT, SIR!’ 

“I couldn’t help myself. 

“‘Oh? You’re going to find out? You’re going to find out? 
You’re going to find out if you’re inside or outside? You 
know what, take five seconds. Look around. Go ahead. 
Gather as many facts as you can. Go go go go go go. Zero 
five. Zero four. Zero three. Zero two. Zero one. You’re done. 
Recruit- have you reached a determination as to the 
description of your surroundings?’ 

“‘YES, SIR!’ 

“‘Well?! Speak freely!’ 

“‘THIS RECRUIT HAS ASSESSED THE SITUATION 
AND IS OVERWHELMINGLY CONFIDENT THAT HE 
IS OUTSIDE!’ 
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“I then pulled his hat out of his pocket and placed it on top 
of his head. His eyes lit up with an ‘ohhhhhh’ look. He got 
it. I was trying to help him out, not yell at him. 

“After he graduated, I linked up with him to tell him that 
situation was probably my absolute favorite thing that’s ever 
happened in any of the classes that had come through.” 

2) penny_can wrote: 

“Drill Sergeant: ‘Did your mother send you here to piss me 
off? You write home and tell her you’re doing a good job.’ 

“Recruit: ‘Sir, no, sir. My father sent me here to piss my 
mother off.’ 

“Drill Sergeant spun on his heel and marched off with his 
head down and his hand over mouth.” 

3) ghost_of_ps4 wrote, “In basic training, stood by our beds, 
inspection of Platoon Commander. In she comes, walks 
around, asks everyone questions. Guy next to me, who I’m 
still mates with now, got asked what he did before he joined. 
He answered, proud as lunch and for everyone to hear, ‘I 
sold condoms and nuts, ma’am.’ She and the Corporals just 
started laughing, couldn’t help it.”53 

54. “What Is The Funniest Rumor You’ve Heard About 
Yourself?” 

bg-j38 wrote: 

 
53 Source: Optimal-Wrangler2190, “Drill Sergeants of Reddit, what 
was the funniest thing a Recruit said?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mve7i1/drill_sergeants
_of_reddit_what_was_the_funniest/ >. 
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“In the early 1990s, I was the stereotypical computer nerd at 
my high school. There were very few of us in my high school 
who knew anything about computers. I was into phone 
phreaking “A form of hacking, as applied to telephone 
networks. Phone phreaks exploit weaknesses in the phone 
system to make long-distance calls for free, tap into other's 
calls, take control of lines, get free phone services, and the 
like” — Urban Dictionary], but didn’t really tell most 
people. Mostly, I was just the skinny kid who wore nerdy t-
shirts. I was sort of surprised I never got bullied and school 
was pretty uneventful. 

“We had a mini five-year reunion that some people went to. 
I mentioned the stuff about bullying and someone I’d known 
since grade school said, ‘Well, everyone knew you got angry 
at someone and changed all their grades to F one semester 
so even the worst kids were afraid of you.’ 

“This was a total shock to me. I never learned much about 
hacking much less knew how to change people’s grades. But 
hey … kept me out of trouble so it worked out in the end.”54 

55. “What’s That Embarrassing Moment That No One 
Else Remembers, But Haunts You Randomly?” 

1) Booner999 wrote, “I dropped my pencil during a test in 
5th grade and when I bent down to pick it up, I accidentally 
let out a cheek-ripping fart.” 

panttipullo commented, “Farts are natural, but so god damn 
embarrassing. My haunting memory is having a New Year’s 
party with my (now former) friends, I had eaten venison 
earlier and my stomach can’t properly handle it and then we 

 
54 Source: ad_ch, “What is the funniest rumor you’ve heard about 
yourself?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mv9hxt/what_is_the_f
unniest_rumor_youve_heard_about/ >. 
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were having fun and laughing … and I laughed so hard I let 
loose a toot against their hardwood kitchen chair. Everyone 
heard it. I still hear it, echoing to infinity.” 

2) becomesthewhale wrote, “When I was in third grade, my 
home room had a bathroom directly next to it. While I was 
peeing for some reason, I started BELTING at the top of my 
lungs what I thought opera music sounded like. I came out 
and everyone was staring at me … I pretended I also heard 
some weirdo opera singer and denied it was me. Fooled 
’em!” 

3) fromtheperiphery wrote, “Rehearsing One Act Play. My 
next line had the word ‘annals,’ and I of course left out the 
ever-important second ‘n’ and belted ‘ANALS’ across the 
school auditorium. Fellow actors never let me live that 
down.” 

4) 1980pzx wrote, “In 6th grade in the early 1990’s during 
out science class, we were discussing organisms and while I 
was reading from the science book in front of the class I kept 
mispronouncing organisms as ‘orgasms.’ I had no idea what 
the word meant but all the other kids and teacher did and 
they laughed there littles asses off. I eventually figured it all 
out and could have died of embarrassment. I swear I always 
had an issue speaking in front of people after that.” 

5) gracist0 wrote, “I was chubby in middle school. I 
preferred wearing skinny jeans since they were slimming. 
Once in my science class, I was sitting on the floor doing a 
project with my friends and didn’t realize that maybe an inch 
and a half of my asscrack was showing. One of the popular 
kids recorded it and posted it on his Snap story. I didn’t have 
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a Snap, but I found out when my friend showed me on the 
bus.”55 

56. “What Random Act Of Kindness From Someone You 
Don’t Know Still Makes You Smile?” 

1) FloopersRetreat wrote, “When I was passed out at a 
festival in Germany, a complete stranger put a bottle of 
vitamin water in my hand and walked off. I never even saw 
them, and I’ll never forget.” 

2) Brachyion wrote, “Forgot my wallet on a bus and this lady 
ran off the bus to make sure I got it back. Felt like a complete 
dumbass, but I was glad they went out of their way to ensure 
I didn’t lose my wallet as it contained a lot of important stuff 
I needed, including my bus card, student id, and my debit 
card. All of which had been untouched, too.” 

3) lil-pierogi wrote: 

“During the total solar eclipse (in 2017, I think), I was 
walking downtown and an old man approached me, asking 
if I had looked at it yet. I replied that I had not, because I 
didn’t have the glasses. He said that he hadn’t looked yet 
either, then asked, ‘Would you like to?’ and handed me his 
glasses. 

“After I looked through them, I just said ‘wow’ a few times 
and handed them back so he could look. I thanked him for 
offering me his glasses. He thanked me for sharing the 
moment with him and remarked, ‘You know, probably 

 
55 Source: AStaticVagabond, “What’s that embarrassing moment, that 
no one else remembers, but haunts you randomly?” Reddit. AskReddit. 
23 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mwsyqs/whats_that_e
mbarrassing_moment_that_no_one_else/ >. 
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neither of us will ever see something like this again. Isn’t 
that funny?’ 

“It sticks with me because I was a young, visibly Muslim 
woman and here was this 80-year-old white guy eager to 
share this moment with me. The realization that we were so 
different with almost 60 years between us and yet we were 
experiencing a once-in-a-lifetime phenomenon together was 
so cool.” 

4) BreannaMcAwesome wrote: 

“My husband and I were flat broke when we moved to a new 
city for my first year of college, and we were barely scraping 
up enough change to pay for subway passes each day we 
needed them. One night he dropped his while we were 
walking back to the station, and didn’t find out until I had 
already walked through the turnstiles. We had no money for 
a new pass, and we were frantic not knowing what to do. 
We’d seen people ‘steal’ rides by following someone closely 
through the turnstile, so he tried to do that as someone went 
through. 

“The guy instantly noticed and said, ‘Need a ride? No 
worries,’ and let my husband follow him. I almost cried 
because I was so grateful a stranger noticed what my 
husband was doing and was more than happy to help, instead 
of yelling or refusing. To two broke young adults just trying 
to get home, it meant the world to us.” 

5) Ohmmy_G wrote: 

“Grew up poor. It was normal for us to spread frosting on 
white bread as a substitute for a birthday cake. 

“I was on the bus bringing the two ingredients to a friend’s 
birthday party when I struck up conversation with this 
grandma. We got off on the same stop and I walked with her 
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until we reached my friend’s house. She came back later that 
day with a proper birthday cake. 

“We were so excited to have some actual cake. In retrospect, 
I think she enjoyed the company. We stayed friends after 
that.” 

6) Unlikely_Mail_58 wrote: 

“When I was in third grade, my whole class went to the local 
McDonald’s. My teacher and my teacher’s aide walked us 
all holding hands. It was only a couple of blocks away. We 
all got happy meals. 

“As we were all eating, this middle-aged guy bought out all 
those old-school cookie boxes they had and gave them to our 
class. This was in the 1980s before they were discontinued. 

“I remember thinking it was the greatest thing ever. All my 
friends are so excited. I got the purple box with the cartoon 
character Grimace on it. Chocolate chip cookies. 

“That was more than 30 years ago and I still remember it 
whenever I go to McDonald’s.” 

7) eye_hate_humans wrote: 

“Almost 20 years ago, I was stranded with a flat tire. I called 
for help, but it would be a while before someone would get 
to me. Then a car pulls up and out jumps a well-dressed guy, 
so I ask, ‘Hi, are you with roadside assistance?’ He 
responded, ‘No, but I saw you here so I thought I would pull 
over to see if I could help.’ 

“This wonderful guy changed my tire, and got a little dirty 
in the process. He later reveals that he was on his way to 
have a date with his girlfriend. I was so taken aback that I 
offered to pay for their dinner. He refused. He made it clear 
that he wasn’t looking to be compensated, he just wanted to 
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be a Good Samaritan and help out a woman who blew her 
tire. 

“I’ll never forget him. I hope he is living a wonderful, 
abundant life.” 

8) Cheshire_Cat8888 wrote, “It wasn’t for me but one time 
on a busy intersection there were a family of ducks sort of 
stranded and had trouble finding their way to the sidewalk. 
Then this lady pulled over and got out of her car to help guide 
the ducks including all the little ducklings to the sidewalk to 
prevent them from getting run over. That made me really 
happy that day and it still does, to be honest.” 

9) DrRandom wrote, “Once on my sister’s birthday, we went 
out to eat, and sat next to a tourist couple and a group of girls. 
It was the birthday of one of the girls and we were 
celebrating together. The tourist couple decided to join in 
and gave my sister a large bag of handmade chocolates. My 
sister wasn’t feeling her best that day because of her exams, 
which were near, and that bag of chocolates given by random 
European strangers really cheered her up. They left and 
didn’t even have a lot of cake or anything. My sister still 
considers it her best birthday ever.” 

10) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “I was about 15 and crying on a 
step downtown because social anxiety was really a struggle 
for me. After a while, a girl of about 20 stopped just to ask 
me what was the matter. It took a lot, but I just opened up to 
her as she gently held me on her shoulder and wiped my tears 
away. As I smiled before we went our separate ways, she 
promised me that things would get better. I was skeptical at 
first, but I always remembered our words whenever I was 
feeling sad. I really think she might have saved me from 
suicide. Leah, thank you again. I will truly never forget 
you!” 
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11) ajatuksissain71679 wrote, “This really isn’t anything 
interesting, but one morning, when I was walking to school, 
an old lady said, ‘Good morning,’ with a warm smile on her 
face. Maybe in some countries this kind of small talk is 
normal, but here in Finland it’s super rare. She was probably 
the first stranger greeting me like that and it felt great.” 

12) lawdcah wrote, “My mother asked me to get onions 
while shopping. I didn’t know how the hell you picked a 
good onion and this dude came up to me and started to 
explain how to choose the perfect onion.”56 

57. “What Is The Happiest Memory Of Your Life?” 

1) CarrieAyn1 wrote, “It’s a toss-up. Poor as hell, a very 
naked Christmas. My dad was the sole provider, and he got 
each kid their own pepperoni stick. The big one. Cause we 
kept stealing my mom’s. Lol. Or when I begged and pleaded 
for a stuffed dog plushie … my dad had to work extra hours 
to afford it. Nothing mattered until I opened the box with that 
dog. Got him in 1991 and passed him down from my little 
sister to now my kids. Still has his Christmas sweater, too. 
Would trade all my Christmases to feel that joy again and 
see my dad’s and mom’s faces.” 

2) JenineMenine wrote: 

“Probably my very first Christmas Eve at my own place with 
my sister. 

“We grew up with a narc [narcissistic?] parent so holidays 
are rarely a celebration. They are an obligation and are more 

 
56 Source: TheWierdGuy06, “What random act of kindess from 
someone who you dont know still makes you smile?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 23 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mwoj0l/what_random_
act_of_kindess_from_someone_who_you/ >. 
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stressful than anything. They usually end in arguments, and 
we hadn’t had a holiday where we didn’t just go through the 
motions in years. 

“When we moved this past year, we decided to throw our 
own Christmas, but we did it on Christmas Eve instead. We 
made ourselves a delicious meal. (Cooking with my sister is 
a party already because of how much we enjoy it.) We had 
some wine, had some weed, and then sat down and watched 
Christmas movies all night. Both of us ended up in tears that 
night because of how happy we were to finally be able to 
experience a fun and carefree holiday without our narc 
parent. It was pure relief and joy.” 

3) lilygalathynius wrote: 

“This sounds tacky probably, but it’s overhearing my fiancé 
and parents’ conversation when he told them he was going 
to ask me to marry him. I already knew he was going to tell 
them. I went with him to pick out the ring and my dad still 
hadn’t moved into my parents’ new home yet. He hadn’t 
finished his job to retirement time and Mom just moved out 
of state early to be near my nieces and nephews. So, my 
fiancé wanted to have the conversation in person with them 
both. 

“A few quick details to mention: I have been previously 
married but divorced for almost 10 years now. It was an 
extremely abusive marriage in all the ways you can imagine. 
Ex-husband ended up in prison. I also have some very 
serious autoimmune diseases that keep me in close contact 
with that threshold between life and death. It’s a bit of an 
issue and makes it to where I can’t work in a typical work 
environment. Also, my mom, who absolutely does love me, 
expresses her love in not so nurturing ways. 
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“Anyway, when my fiancé told them my mom’s immediate 
response was ‘You know, she will always be an emotional 
and financial burden.’ Subtle my mother is not. 

“My fiancé’s response, though, I just…there was no way not 
to marry him.  

“He said, and I’m paraphrasing here: ‘I have weighed the 
costs and benefits of living a life without her. A fuller bank 
account, perhaps fewer tears for a loved one, less laughter, 
less perspective, less motivation to be my best self, less life.’ 

“‘And I have weighed the costs and benefits of living a life 
with her. A smaller bank account, more tears because I love 
deeper, abundant joy and laughter, wider insights and 
perspectives, someone by my side who knows how to live in 
the foxholes of life and not grow bitter but grow more loving, 
someone who brings me to my best self, being with someone 
who always sees me, and always, always pointing towards 
life.  

“‘I’ve weighed the costs. The burden in life would be far 
greater without her than it could ever be with her.’ 

“My mom said, ‘That’s all I needed to know.’ 

“And I don’t think anyone has seen me more or could love 
me more than that man. 

“Hopefully tomorrow will replace that day. Tomorrow we 
get married from home and after everything, I can hardly 
wait to share his name.” 

4) aqua33s wrote: 

“It was my mother’s 50th birthday. 

“I was only a kid at the time. She and two of her friends all 
had birthdays that same week, so they celebrated it together 
in the Bay Area in one of their respective homes, which was 



 118 

 
down the street from a bunch of other friends of theirs. It was 
huge, full of good people I grew up with (family, neighbors, 
friends, doggies, etc.). Several other kids and teenagers and 
I were sitting on the stoop outside when my older brother 
came into town just to surprise my mom. 

“He was on the phone with her as he walked up to the house 
saying, ‘Sorry I can’t make it, Mom’ — and then he shows 
up inside and she was beyond happy. He’d driven all the way 
up from LA. 

“That evening was warm and beautiful, and he drove me 
around in this rental car he had with the top down. First time 
in a convertible driving through Berkeley at night. I’ll never 
forget that.” 

5) Kitteh_Kate wrote, “When I brought home my cat after 
adopting him. He was only eight weeks old, a teeny-tiny 
black furball with a weird eye. He looked around in my 
apartment for maybe 10 minutes, then sat down and looked 
at me like, ‘Okay, now what?’ and I was so happy.” 

6) T1diabetic98 wrote, “The last meal I ate without knowing 
I was a Type 1 diabetic. Best French fries and burger ever!” 

7) Spiritual_Try_246 wrote, “Siren goes off — there was a 
war in my country when I was young. That means run to the 
basement where mattresses were, all kids would come and 
we would just play all night being completely oblivious to 
the bombs falling around us.” 

8) Cantspellgeorgus wrote, “One of the happiest memories I 
have is when I turned 21 in college. I went home that 
weekend to go out for dinner with my family, which 
involved my two recently divorced parents fighting at the 
table. I cried that night how they couldn’t put aside their 
differences for me, for my birthday. But then I went back to 
college, to friends I’d made only that year. They went out of 
their way to buy me fishes for my birthday, which I did not 
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expect and organised a surprise beach picnic party. It meant 
so much that I had essentially a new family when the year 
before college I had no friends and I was severely depressed 
and anxious. They said they were so appreciative of me 
being their college mom but I don’t think they realise how 
much that moment meant to me. I’m actually going to text 
them now and let them know.”57 

58. “Who Is The Most Famous Person You Have Ever 
Met In Person?” 

1) mattcruise wrote: 

“Bruce Campbell. 

“He had an autograph signing for his book Make Love The 
Bruce Campbell Way, and he sits down with each person for 
one minute. 

“When he wrote ‘To Maul’ (my nickname) in his book, he 
asked how I got it. 

“I said, ‘Oh, I backyard wrestled in high school under that 
name and it stuck.’ 

“He said, ‘Not bad, could be worse names to have stuck. I 
could be writing Dickface in this book instead.’” 

Neon_Carnovore commented, “My kid’s ex-boyfriend met 
him at a signing and had a tattoo of Ash Williams on his leg. 
When he showed it to Bruce, he laughed out loud and said, 
‘What a nerd!’ He signed his copy of Army of Darkness with 
‘You’re stuck with me.’” 

 
57 Source: One_Kadeidoscope3177, “What is the happiest memory of 
your life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 23 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/mwwdtd/what_is_the
_happiest_memory_of_your_life/” 
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PatInTheHat87 wrote: 

“My Bruce Campbell experience — met him at Comicon 
and asked him a question about an obscure TV show he did 
called The Adventures of Brisco County Jr. just to hit him up 
with a question he maybe didn’t hear before. I asked him, 
‘What was it like to ride that rocket on the railway?’ and he 
went on to say how fun it was because it was a real practical 
effect and he actually was riding this contraption. I already 
knew that because I watched the special features on the DVD 
box set, but my friend and I were both in awe that Bruce 
Campbell was talking to us and giving us an enthusiastic 
answer. 

“Total class act. Great handshaker.” 

2) DarthTrafford. wrote, “I met Stephen King. It was a book 
signing, and I was nervous and didn’t know what to say. He 
noticed and broke the ice by saying, ‘You must be my tallest 
fan.’ He leaned up against me and they took our photo.” 

olechuckacoal commented, “He’s such a jovial guy. I got 
him to sign my well-read copy of 11/23/63 when I met him 
and I told him it was such an amazing book; one of my 
absolute favourites. He just grinned and replied casually, 
‘Yeah, I kinda liked it, too.’” 

MetatronMusic wrote: 

“I have a very interesting story my dad told me about 
meeting Stephen King. This was the 1970’s in rural 
Nebraska. He was doing a book signing in Omaha and my 
dad’s friend wanted to go, so my dad and his buddy decided 
to skip school and head down there. They get there, and it’s 
their turn, and Stephen King says, ‘Hey, now, shouldn’t you 
guys be in school?’ They told him they skipped, so he tells 
them, ‘Well, I used to be a teacher, so I will write you an 
excuse note.’ He did and gave it to them, and they were 
pretty hyped about it! 
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“Unfortunately, their car broke down on the way home, so 
they had to call their parents and explain what happened. 
They get dragged back to school into the principal’s office 
and my dad’s friend says, ‘Uh, Mr. King wanted us to give 
this to you.’ 

“Their principal read it, looked at them and said, ‘How 
stupid do you think I am?’ AND HE TORE IT TO 
SHREDS. 

“Luckily my dad’s friend still had the signed book, but 
watching his principal rip up that note nearly killed him. 

“Unrelated fun fact, I’m from Hemingford, NE, which he 
writes about in a lot of his books, except he calls it 
Hemingford Home, NE.” 

anti_masker wrote, “I sat across from him one time in a 
doctor’s office waiting room when I was a kid. I didn’t talk 
to him. (He had his face in a newspaper and I didn’t really 
have anything to say to him anyway.) I did whisper to my 
mom that he was there, though, which he probably noticed. 
After he got called in for his appointment, everyone in the 
room kind of just chuckled and looked at each other.” 

3) ConnorMaCloud123 wrote, “I work in the movie business 
and have met a lot of actors / actresses. Jennifer Lopez was 
the only one who actually made me a little star struck. Best 
part is that I was checking her out while not realizing it was 
her until she turned around. She was like two feet in front of 
me, and we just smiled at each other. She totally knew I was 
staring at her ass.” 

4) PhDPepper5 wrote, “I met Tom Hanks in a fish and chip 
shop in Scotland. I blurted out, ‘I wish you were my dad!’ 
He laughed and said, ‘I get that a lot.’” 

5) Alwaysunder_thegun wrote, “I saw Jude Law in line in a 
mall food court. We here both looking at the menu. We had 
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a small exchange. He offered for me to go first. I grabbed 
my food and he came and sat down beside me. We mostly 
ate in peace. At one point a woman had her sandwich 
halfway in her mouth when she recognized him. It fell all 
over her tray. I looked over at him, he just shrugged, and we 
went back to eating.” 

6) throwawaypost88 wrote, “Keanu Reeves brought a 
typewriter for my dad to repair back when I was in nursing 
school. I was at my dad’s shop the day he came to pick it up. 
He was super friendly and said, ‘Oh, you’re his daughter? 
How’s nursing school going?’ I was shocked. We spoke for 
a few minutes about that and typewriters. Wonderful human 
being.” 

7) AMerrickanGirl wrote: 

“In the summer of 1979 I was working as the receptionist for 
a fancy travel agency in New York that did the bookings for 
entities like the Metropolitan Opera and the Cleveland 
Symphony Orchestra. 

“One day the phone rang. I answered it. ‘Mayfair Travel. 
How may I help you?’ 

“On the other end of the line: ‘This is Henry Fonda.’ 

“He needed to book tickets to get to the Tony Awards. 
Who’d have thought he’d be making his own travel 
arrangements? The travel agents were falling all over 
themselves, they were so excited.” 

8) -eDgAR- wrote: 

“I met Simon Pegg when I was working as a cashier at 
Borders and I love to share this story because he was such a 
nice and funny guy. 

“It was like a Tuesday in the afternoon and the place was 
empty. He came up to me with some stationery, and I started 
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ringing him up. The entire time I was thinking he looked so 
much like him, but I didn’t think it was him since I wasn’t in 
the UK and as far as I knew he wasn’t filming a movie in 
Chicago, so it was a pretty quiet transaction. After it was 
done and I was handing him his bag with his stuff, I jokingly 
said, ‘Has anyone told you that you look like the guy from 
Shaun of the Dead?’ He replied, ‘I am the guy from Shaun 
of the Dead.’” 

9) BraveWaterSpirit wrote, “I met Selena Gomez when she 
was filming Spring Breakers. I was working at a hotel they 
were staying at in Clearwater / St. Pete area and they had 
food catering and free Red Bulls (that I later found out were 
for the extras). We talked for a bit maybe 40 mins or so and 
I asked for her number, and that’s when she realized I had 
no idea who she was and I also was not working on the film. 
Security came over to escort me away, but they were all 
laughing about the situation and let me stay. I didn’t end up 
getting her number, but we exchanged personal emails and 
met up for lunch once after. Never heard from her again after 
the lunch, but I do have a few photos on my old pc I saved 
that I got with her.” 

10) SobridMusic wrote, “I guess mine would have to just be 
my grandpa. Not that he’s a ‘super-famous celebrity’ or 
anything like that, but he was nominated for a Grammy once. 
He wrote a country song called ‘The Streets of Bakersfield,’ 
which was sung first by Buck Owens then later by Dwight 
Yoakam. So he’s not famous to you, but we’re all proud of 
what he accomplished and I like that even though he passed 
away I can still watch videos of him on YouTube. Blake 
Shelton even did a cover duet version on The Voice just a 
few months ago. It’s always cool to hear the words my 
grandpa wrote sung.” 

11) Thrownawaybyall wrote: 
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“Comic Book legend Todd McFarlane, at my local con. The 
lineup for his signing was so long it ran through his booth, 
out the backside, down the wall, and out the celebrity section 
and into the artists section. It was filled to capacity 45 
minutes before he was even supposed to start signing. 

“In the single most awesome thing I’ve ever seen a celebrity 
at a con do, he didn’t even bother sitting down at his table 
and instead walked the line. He shook everyone’s hand, took 
every selfie asked for, and personally thanked each and 
every person waiting for him to sign something. Only after 
he walked the entire line did he go to his table and start 
signing memorabilia for the next eleventyzillion hours. 

“That one act is now my high waterline for a celebrity at a 
fan convention.” 

12) milkbobbles wrote, “Rob Corddry. Was walking behind 
him at like 2 a.m. drunk with a group of friends in New 
Orleans heading back to our hotel. When we realized it was 
him we obnoxiously kept saying, ‘Rob … Rob ≤ Rob …’ 
and after a few minutes he finally turned around and 
acknowledged ‘yes, it’s me’ and turned back to continue on 
his way. As he was walking away I said, ‘You’re number 2 
’cause you’re the shit’ (a line from an obscure paintball 
movie Blackballed that he was the main character in). He 
shot back around and goes, ‘Blackballed! Only you and my 
dad have seen that movie! What are all of your names?’ And 
came back, shook all of our hands, and took a picture with 
me. Really cool dude and such a random run in. Was a fun 
end to a great trip to New Orleans.” 

13) willspeed4food wrote: 

“I met Tom Hardy at a dog park, and since our dogs become 
friends, we became friends. Super cool dude. We were dog 
park buddies for months before he moved back to the UK. 
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“I’m not really the star-struck type, so I didn’t really care, or 
know that much about him. But my roommate who was 
OBSESSED with him came to the dog park to meet him with 
me once, and Tom could not have been more 
accommodating. He even volunteered to do his voice 
message recording in the voice of Bane, and it was 
incredibly cool, saying he was ‘all tied up and couldn’t 
answer the phone … it would be very painful.’ Our friends 
would call him regularly just to hear the outgoing 
message.”58 

59. “You Find Out You Have One Hour To Live, What 
Do You Do With Your Last Hour On Earth?” 

trabbaro wrote, “Well, I sure as hell won’t be spending it 
wearing pants.59 

60. “What Was That One Thing You Tried Out Due To 
Fear Of Missing Out (FOMO)?” 

1) rainqueen wrote, “Ate ten ants to join my brothers club in 
first grade. Said I could join only if I ate ten ants. So I did. 
And then he disbanded the club.” 

NSWCSEAL commented, “Oh, man. Do I have some stories 
with my older brother. When I was younger, I wanted to have 
super powers. I wanted to be able to jump high like Spider-
Man so he told me that if I wanted to jump high like Spider-
Man, I would need to jump for eight hours straight. What did 

 
58 Source: Mega_Thicc_Skipper, “Who is the Most Famous Person 
You Have Ever Meet in Person?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mxa1g7/who_is_the_m
ost_famous_person_you_have_ever_meet/ >. 
59 Source: di_guyo, “You find out you have 1 hour to live, what do you 
do with your last hour on earth?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/mxx3ag/you_find_out_
you_have_1_hour_to_live_what_do_you/ >. 
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I do? I started to jump for eight hours straight. He would 
follow me to make sure that I was jumping constantly. He 
would get me water and food and kept reminding me that if 
I stopped I wouldn’t be able to jump as high as Spider-Man. 
I got tired after about three hours of jumping and I stopped. 
So I asked how I could be fast like the Flash, he told me that 
if I run around the backyard 100 times, I would be able to 
run super-fast, so I did. I did not learn any super powers that 
day. I did, however, learn the lesson that I was nothing but 
my brother’s entertainment for a Saturday when there was 
nothing good to watch on the tv. I love my brother. Haha.” 

2) nightowlsmedi wrote: “When I was on my honeymoon on 
an Alaskan cruise. My wife really wanted to try zip lining. 
Unfortunately, my weight was a little bit above what they’re 
suggested max weight is for safety, so instead of staying in 
town or just hanging out, I went on a walk. I saw a tiny river 
coming down from the mountain, and I decided I wanted to 
go see that river. I thought to myself that if I don’t do this 
now, there will never be another chance in my life where I 
would ever see this. So I walked through the town, walked 
through the forest, and up the mountain and found that river. 
It was such a life-altering moment sitting there and breathing 
in the idea that I just went and found a river in the middle of 
nowhere. The entire world looked like a painting. When I 
realized what time it was, I started to walk back and ended 
up getting lost on the mountain. I ran into a hiker by chance, 
and he guided me back down the mountain. I tried to find my 
way back down from where he left me, and I met another 
person who let me into his house and showed me the way 
through town, even giving me a coffee to go from his own 
coffee pot. I walked back into town feeling physically 
exhausted after walking for about four or five hours. And it 
was probably one of the most beautiful things I have ever 
done. At the time I was doing a journalistic webcomic about 
my life, and I ended up trying watercolor for the first time in 
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my life to color this story. Because I felt since I tried 
something so out of my norm and wheelhouse by venturing 
up into a mountain I might as well try doing art in a different 
fashion, too. This might not make the greatest hits of this 
thread, but it absolutely changed my life.” 

nightowlsmedia added, “In case anyone is interested in the 
comic I did about this: Strip 1 Strip 2 Strip 3 Strip 4 Strip 5.”  

wojx commented: 

“I think the site got hugged to death, bud. 

“Error establishing a database connection.” 

nightowlsmedia responded, “Lol. Hugged to death might be 
the best compliment I’ve ever gotten about my comic. Four 
years of trying to promote it and getting maybe 10 hits a day, 
and all it took was a Reddit comment to blow it up. By the 
way if I ever make a band, I’m totally calling it Hugged to 
Death and your name is going to be our first single.” 

3) unmgrad wrote, “For my 30th birthday, I tried 30 new 
things. The list included a pedicure and manicure, fancy 
Starbucks drink, driving a red Porsche, gambling at the 
casino. It was a crazy fun day, but I learned that I have a 
great life without all that stuff.”60 

  

 
60 Source: Professional-Exam822, “What was that one thing you tried 
out due to Fear of Missing Out( FOMO)?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 April 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/my7b6s/what_was_that
_one_thing_you_tried_out_due_to_fear/ >. 
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Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “Zookeepers Of Reddit, What’s The Low-Down, 
Dirty, Inside Scoop On Zoos?” 

1) BiteyParrots wrote, “When you’re cleaning underneath 
the perches, parrots will wait for you to look up before taking 
a shit. They have a good aim. That’s how you get shit in the 
mouth. Don’t look up.” 

TannedCroissant commented, “Aerial assault by the parrot-
pooper paratroopers.” 

sweetrat commented: 

“I worked at a veterinary office years ago that had a pet 
African Grey in the lobby. We would have to keep the chairs 
a good distance away from the cage because he would do 
this all the time to clients. Some would want to interact with 
him and go up to the cage. They’d talk baby talk to him and 
he’d cutely climb toward them on the bars. As soon as he 
lulled them into a false sense of security, they were doomed, 
especially the kids. 

“He would also bark like a dog when there was a high 
population of cats and vice versa. He loved to rile the room 
up. Or he’d say, ‘Nice kitty / doggie!’ He was known to ring 
like the telephone and mimic us answering it. His sound and 
word vocabulary was huge! 

“One night, I was at the clinic alone finishing up paperwork. 
I was hunkered over the counter concentrating when I hear a 
deep male voice behind me say, ‘Hello.’ I froze. I knew I 
should be alone and no one had come in or I would have 
heard the alarm chime. Did someone hide in the clinic until 
closing? Then I hear it again, almost in a question. I slowly 
turn and realize it’s coming from the cage. That parrot 
almost stopped my heart that night!” 
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2) plaid-lemming wrote: 

“I’m not a zookeeper, but I am a zoologist. 

“Aquariums have captive breeding programs for some of the 
dolphins and whales, but they are too difficult to transport 
for mating. So they have to use artificial insemination. 
Which requires semen samples from whales. 

“Which means that it’s someone’s job to give hand jobs to 
dolphins and whales in order to collect the sperm. It’s part of 
the animal’s training, and the whales will roll over and 
present their genitals on command.” 

3) MapleTopLibrary wrote: 

“Used to work at a zoo. Cold weather makes the animals 
more active so go on a chilly day or first thing in the morning 
to see the best show from the animals. 

“Also, those free-roaming peacocks are really stupid and 
sometimes go in the lions exhibit and get torn up.” 

Atalaunta commented: 

“You reminded me of a magical memory I treasure! I also 
worked at a zoo when I was like 16 and I was the only 
employee working in a little cabin serving food in front of 
the sea lions. One particular summer, they scheduled me to 
work on my own there every single day because I was 
dependable. The sea lions performed a show at 1 o’clock. On 
sunny days, I was too busy providing food for the humans 
during the show to see. When it rained, I was blessed. The 
zoo keeper who was in charge of the show had to show up 
anyways to feed the sea lions, and one zoo keeper had asked 
me, ‘Don’t you get lonely there?’ when I just started working 
there. I said, ‘Kind of.’ 

“Ever since, when it rained, with no people there, she would 
go and perform the whole show specially for me. I clapped 
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and cheered and she bowed at the end. On those days it was 
me, maybe one parent and a kid who ran by and stood by the 
cabin to shelter from the rain. They would buy ice cream and 
say I had a nice job. I never got to know the name of the zoo 
keeper, but I am grateful to her.” 

marinelifelover wrote, “Sea lion trainers are the best. When 
I was in college I volunteered at our local zoo. I worked on 
the ‘farm’ shoveling shit and cleaning pens. My supervisor 
happened to be the sea lion trainer. When it was time to feed 
the sea lions and do the show, she would let me come along 
and help. She let me be a part of the show every time that I 
worked. She also allowed me to bring friends and family to 
meet the sea lions. It was the best!” 

beatricky commented, “I was at Disney World. I think it was 
during a warm season, and I got caught in a rainstorm. We 
were among the few people on the safari, and I have never 
seen that many happy playful animals despite the dozens of 
zoos I have been to! Always recommend it.” 

4) bindobub wrote: 

“If you work with the animals there’s a good chance you’ll 
not be able to have any kind of social life, between the long 
hours / weekends and the stench. 

“I’ve been kicked out of stores after work because I 
apparently stunk way worse than I thought I did — even after 
scrubbing off! 

“And I’m around animals every day, but I still can’t stand 
when otter / sea lion keepers are around me in ‘all-hands’ 
meetings. The rotten fish + ferrety otter smell-combo is a 
gagger. Meanwhile, I work with apes, and they say that I 
smell like I haven’t showed in a decade (again … even after 
I shower).” 

p90cew wrote: 
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“Oh, man, I remember my first day working with foxes. 

“My coworker was giving a tour of the facility to a family 
where they got to play with the foxes, and she made a big 
deal to them about ‘Make sure you don’t touch anything wet 
in here; it might be fox pee and it will absolutely not come 
out of anything, including skin,’ and even gave them gloves 
to wear. 

“Then they left, and she told me to start cleaning. 

“I said, ‘Wait, don’t we have to protect ourselves from fox 
pee like you said?’ 

“She sort of laughed and said, ‘You work here now. Get used 
to your new smell.’ 

“Sure enough, I inevitably got some fox piss on my hand. I 
washed it several times … I smelled it before bed that night, 
and sure enough, it smelled exactly like fox pee, very 
strongly. Washing not only didn’t remove it … it didn’t seem 
to even diminish it a little bit. 

“By now I’ve stopped noticing … but no one else has.” 

yockl commented: 

“On the plus side, I can discipline my teenage children by 
saying. ‘If you don’t behave, I’m going to make you run 
errands with me after big-cat-night-house-cleaning-day and 
I might just skip the shower after work!’ 

“‘No, no, anything but that!’ (I followed through once so 
they know I mean business!)” 

5) Nytherion wrote: 

“I’m not a zookeeper but worked in a zoo’s warehouse for a 
couple years. The next time you go, ask someone which 
animals are ‘kill on sight’ in an escape. The answers will 
surprise you. 
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“Lions and tigers are typically on the ‘tranq and capture’ list, 
but a jaguar the size of a golden retriever is Kill on Sight. At 
the zoo I was with, the two jags were the only animals on 
site that were on the shoot-to-kill list. Even the silverback 
was the tranq first list. 

“Edit to answer, ‘Why’: 

“Jags will kill for sport, and if they escape they will claim an 
area as their own, then hunt and kill anyone in that area that 
they perceive as a threat (to them, or their food). All those 
videos of jags rubbing their paws on the glass near children? 
The jags weren’t hungry — the kids just look fun to kill to 
the jag.” 

cpohabc80 commented, “I once went caving in Jaguar 
territory. We came out of the cave at around 2 in the morning 
and had to walk two miles through the jungle back to our car. 
The guy I was with had a gun and kept firing it into the air 
every 100 yards or so to scare the jaguars away.”61 

62. “What Are Some Luxury Items That You Never 
Knew Existed, Which Only The Mega Rich Can Afford, 
That Blow Your Mind And You Wouldn’t Mind Having 
Or Are Just Examples Of How People Have Too Much 
Money And Not Enough Sense?” 

1) AuntySocialite wrote: 

“I know a couple who live in NYC who have a live-in 
‘nanny’ for their two dogs. 

 
61 Source: gomi-panda, “Zookeepers of Reddit, what’s the low-down, 
dirty, inside scoop on zoos?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n08nbd/zookeepers_of
_reddit_whats_the_lowdown_dirty/ >. 
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“They hire a different veterinary student every few years. 
The student gets their own suite, a town car, a generous 
salary in the high five figures, paid trips home twice yearly, 
and nice bonuses. 

“Their only job is to care for the pets, including home 
cooking their meals, walks, training and any appointments. 

“By all accounts, it’s a pretty sweet gig.” 

2) DLS3141 wrote, “It’s not really a luxury item, but this 
guy I knew in the dorms never wore socks more than a day. 
He just put on a new pair, right out of the package every day 
and tossed the ‘old’ ones in the trash. It’s not like he even 
did his own laundry either, he just collected his clothes in a 
big bag and someone would pick them up at the front desk 
and return them washed and neatly folded once a week. He 
was shocked to discover that the rest of us not only did our 
own laundry, but also laundered our socks.” 

billyandteddy commented, “Oh, my goodness. My grandma 
knew some rich girls in college who stayed in the dorms and 
who would wear an outfit only once and then throw it away. 
So my grandma and other girls would go dumpster diving 
for the rich girls’ clothes, wash them, and keep them for 
themselves.” 

3) writenroll written, “The wealthy version of a public 
storage unit: An exceptionally wealthy family I know refers 
to a wing of the local art museum as their ‘public storage 
unit.’ They funded the wing to store their huge collection of 
classic and modern art since it was more practical than 
private storage — it included a climate-controlled, 24/7 
secure location managed by professionals. Plus, the curators 
would handle the swapping out of pieces to / from the 
museum and the home when they needed a different style or 
era to fit the mood of the next dinner or event at the house. 
This was funny because sometimes the swaps would 
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introduce a dozen or so pieces not before displayed at the 
museum — essentially creating a new exhibit that the 
museum would package and promote. Behind the fuss, the 
family just wanted to create the right ambiance for 
grandma’s 80th birthday party.” 

KatenBaten commented, “I agree with the other comments 
that this one has a nice practical upside for the family and 
the public. For whatever reason, though, the amount of 
wealth represented by this arrangement seems truly 
staggering.” 

Considered_Dissent commented, “It’s probably also a 
profitable storage system since having them constantly in 
public circulation increases their notability (and therefore 
value).” 

4) PBR_Sheetz wrote: 

“Some Superyachts have support vessels or ‘shadow 
yachts.’ It is essentially a second ship that follows you and 
your yacht and carries smaller boats, jet skis, helicopters, 
subs, you name it. 

“Just the most exorbitant toy hauler.” 

canehdian commented: 

“In Vancouver we had three ferries that were new, but threw 
too big of a wake and damaged docks and stuff so they were 
auctioned off. 

“Two eventually were sold to an oil guy in the Middle East. 
One was converted into a yacht, the other the toy-hauler, 
support vessel.” 

5) caymn wrote, “I remember doing a job at a very rich 
family’s country house in Denmark. They had around twenty 
horses there and staff hired to ride them because the family 
themselves had no time for that.” 
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equestrian123123 wrote: 

“I’ve made a career out of riding rich people’s horses that 
don’t have time. 

“People always ask how many horses I own (because I’m an 
equestrian) and I haven’t owned my own for 25 years. Then 
so many questions after that.” 

6) YeastLords wrote: 

“Food service. 

“When I was young, my first serious girlfriend’s family was 
super rich. Hundreds of millions rich. They had what I would 
learn was ‘food service.’ This consisted of a woman who 
would show up in the morning at maybe 5:30 and stock the 
fridge and make sure the coffee was on the timer and there 
were fresh pastries, etc. At 7:30 the actual food service 
people would arrive with fresh food for the day and prep 
anything you wanted. If you wanted something special for 
dinner, say lobster thermidor, you just told them by 3 and it 
would be ready whenever you wanted. This included any 
snack you *might* want. Did you like the cheeseburger and 
want a few for later? Done. Every day the fridge would be 
stocked and cleaned out. It was fucking amazing. An 
excellent use of disposable income in my humble opinion.” 

7) SivebySive wrote: 

“This one is a bit dated. You’ll see why. 

“I know a lady who went to spend the night with a friend and 
was gifted an entire Encyclopedia Britannica set. 

“That sounds weird in 2021, but this was the late 70’s and 
you couldn’t just google or Wikipedia things. Just owning 
an entire set of Encyclopedia Britannica was a sign of 
wealth; they were a very expensive and non-essential item to 
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fill up a bookshelf and look rich. People bought these things 
on payment plans like a car. 

“Turns out they had many sets stored somewhere in their 
house just to hand out as very large and heavy gift to visitors. 
After all, how RICH must you be if you can afford to hand 
out a ‘sign of wealth’ like that just for visiting. It was a mega 
power move.” 

8) Thisoneissfwihope wrote: 

“My friend’s boyfriend is very wealthy with a massive art 
collection. 

“Someone comes to his house once a week and moves his 
art around, bringing some out of storage and keeping the 
displays fresh.” 

nursebad commented, “That’s actually pretty terrific. The art 
stays in rotation and is appreciated. Bonus, someone with 
curatorial and art-handling experience is employed.” 

9) puntastic_name wrote, “Not an item per se. But once I 
read that some rich people have to get Kidnapping Insurance 
for their kids or something like that.” 

colonelsmoothie commented: 

“It’s K&R [Kidnap and Ransom] insurance. I worked on it 
for a while. Plenty of ordinary people have those policies, 
too, although they might not know it. Employers of people 
like journalists, oil workers, or anyone else who has to work 
in a high-risk jurisdiction will often purchase policies for 
their employees. The employees are often not aware due to 
the moral hazard risk. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kidnap_and_ransom_insuran
ce 



 137 

 
“If someone does get kidnapped, the two main options are 
for the insurer to pay the ransom or hire a private security 
company, aka mercenaries, to rescue them.” 

10) Bitwix wrote, “I once worked at a 24/7 call center that 
was mostly for a bunch of area hospitals and large clinics, 
but there were some private doctors as well. There was this 
one account for a concierge doctor for the super-rich. My 
supervisor told me that they paid a membership fee every 
month (I don’t recall the exact figure, but it was in the 
multiples of thousands of dollars), and they got this doctor 
on call for them whenever wherever 24/7. Someone once 
called with a hangnail and the doctor went and attended to 
it.” 

11) Crazy_Kusanagi wrote, “You can buy multiple copies of 
made-to-order clothing to put into the closets of all your 
residences. That way you don’t have to pack when you travel 
because a complete wardrobe is in every home.”62 

63. “What Is The Most Embarrassing Thing You Have 
Ever Done On A First Date?” 

1) CreolaClendenin wrote: 

“Brought a guy back to my parents’ house to watch a movie 
after a coffee date. The guy didn’t know I was only 20 and 
living with my parents temporarily while I worked on 
transferring schools. Figured my parents would be asleep. 
They weren’t. Sat awkwardly with them and watched TV. 

 
62 Source: experfailist, “What are some luxury items, which you never 
knew existed, which only the mega rich can afford, that blows your 
mind and you wouldn’t mind having or is just an example of how 
people have too much money and not enough sense?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 30 April 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n1sx0h/what_are_some
_luxury_items_which_you_never_knew/ >. 
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Dad ripped a fart in his leather chair as some sign of 
dominance. 

“The guy and I have been together for ten years and married 
for four.” 

2) yoruyoru_ wrote, “Opening the umbrella on which I had 
inadvertently dropped the sauce from a sandwich, which 
then splashed on the guy’s clothes.” 

3) deanfranz12 wrote: 

“Used gift card to pay. 

“Had that gift card returned because it was expired.” 

4) kushgio wrote: 

“Oh, God. 

“High School Homecoming dance date set up by a mutual 
friend. 

“Grew up in boarding schools and programs so I was never 
around too many girls. All I had seen was what they show in 
the movies. Took her to dinner, whole nine yards. Dance was 
over, and we started making out in the car for about an hour. 
After we got done, I said, ‘I love you.’ 

“She drove off quickly.” 

5) Fearless_Gas_411 wrote, “I didn’t know it was a date 
until that night when they texted me about it. Thought it was 
a friendly meal.” 

6) DrHydrate wrote: 

“Lost my wallet in an Uber on my way, so I couldn’t pay for 
dinner. Spent lots of time trying to reach the driver, so I 
could get it back. 
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“My date actually thought it was kinda funny. Married me 
two and half years later.” 

7) GreatJanitor wrote: 

“I learned to lock my phone after this: 

“Friend plays a prank on me by switching some of the names 
on my phone. I think I’m asking out a crush I met online, but 
turns out, I’ve arranged a dinner with my mom.” 

8) JustAnotherGuyn wrote: 

“Wasn’t intended to be a first date, but of the ten people I 
invited to watch a movie with me at my new apartment, nine 
cancelled in advance or just didn’t show up. We had all 
decided we would choose a movie to watch when everyone 
got to my place. She jokingly said we should watch a kids’ 
show, and I decided to go through with for the memes. 

“We spent three hours watching some old Lego ninja series, 
because we were both too stubborn to be the first one to 
suggest we change it. 

“She fell asleep on my shoulder, we went bowling the next 
week, and we celebrated our year and a half of dating last 
week. 11/10.” 

9) No_Marionberry4370 wrote, “It was going sideways, so I 
poured an entire mocha latte on myself and said, ‘Oops! 
Gotta go home!’ then I walked back to my dorm just covered 
in sticky chocolate coffee.” 

10) Adonis_X wrote, “Thinking that it was a date.” 

11) TeenyWalrus wrote, “We went to Buffalo Wild Wings 
and I had one margarita, but because I was on a new 
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medication, I threw up immediately after reaching the 
parking lot. On both his and my shoes.”63 

64. “Have You Ever Had A Positive, Short, Silent, And 
Intense Connection With A Stranger? If So, What Was 
The Context?” 

1) another-lawstudent wrote: 

“When I was growing up, there wasn’t a whole lot of 
diversity so I wasn’t totally familiar with other races / faiths 
/ cultures, etc. 

“I was a teenager, and on the bus to go out on a sunny day. I 
was at the back, and this Muslim woman came and sat 
opposite me so we were facing each other. She was in full 
black dress, and also wore a khimar [head covering], which 
was also black. I was looking at her and just thinking, ‘How 
does she not sweat to death in that?!’ 

“Because I’d not had a lot of interaction with anyone who 
wasn’t white at that time, I wanted to take my headphones 
out and ask her questions about her, her faith, etc., to learn, 
but I was too shy. So essentially I was just staring at the poor 
woman. 

“She was putting this small vial of perfume on her wrists, 
and then she gave me this warm, genuine smile. She gestured 
for me to give her my wrist and applied some perfume. Then 
she rubbed her wrists together and I copied. 

“Never exchanged a word to each other — only smiles and 
her perfume. 

 
63 Source: Fearless_Gas_411, “What is the most embarrassing thing 
you have ever done on a first date?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n2fjx8/what_is_the_m
ost_embarrassing_thing_you_have_ever/ >. 



 141 

 
“It smelt like sandalwood, and every time I can smell 
anything sandalwood, it makes me smile and think of her.” 

2) Formal_Commission800 wrote: 

“A Swedish businessman sat next to me on a flight from 
Cuba to Mexico. We got into a conversation about what 
would be the last thing we would do if the plane was going 
down. 

“I said I’d pray and cry. 

“He said he would pash [passionately kiss] me. [Laughing	
Emoji.]	

“Unbelievably almost 10 years later, he recognized me in a 
cafe in a small town in Australia. He had since moved there 
and was a married man with kids. 

“We both still remembered that flight and conversation. 

“What are the odds!” 

3) A_Glass_DarklyXX wrote, “A decade ago I was called up 
for jury duty. An older white man and I were super excited 
and were really wanting to get chosen. We didn’t and we 
looked at one another like, ‘Dammit! This was my Law and 
Order moment.’ It was sweet and I look back on it and 
smile.” 

4) charcoalandblusher wrote, “This one happened a couple 
of years ago, I was at the bus stop, listening to music with 
my headphones on, waiting for my bus when I noticed a dog 
was sniffing my shoe, I started talking to the dog like, ‘Oh, 
who is a good boy?’ and then I look up and see this cute guy 
whose dog I’m talking to. Lol. He smiled at me and then my 
bus came and I got on. I don’t know why, but that smile was 
so fucking sincere and bright I couldn’t forget it for a long 
time. Then fast forward two months or so, I’m on the bus 
stuffed with people when I notice the same guy. He notices 
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me, too. We kinda look at each other and then look away and 
then look again — you know, cute shit. When I reached my 
stop, I was hoping it was gonna be his stop, too. It wasn’t. 
Never saw him again and it kinda saddens me.”64 

65. “What Song Requires An Immediate And 
Substantial Increase In Volume As Soon As You Hear 
It?” 

summers_last_sunset wrote, “Thunderstruck.” 

TurdsforNipples commented, “I don’t always listen to 
AC/DC, but when I do, so do my neighbors.”65 

66. “What’s Your ‘No One Is Ever Going To Believe 
This’ Story?” 

114631 wrote, “I’ve told this story before, but while in film 
school, I was shooting my little film and the light went out. 
It’s a pretty specialized kit and not something that a Home 
Depot or light store would have, and of course the school 
rental office was shut, so I couldn’t get a replacement. I went 
to a light shop just in case they might have something and on 
the way, I passed a movie shoot. Figuring the worst that 
could happen is that the film production tells me no, I asked 
a random crew member if someone on the lighting crew 
(which, now being in film production, I know I was looking 

 
64 Source: Anilxe, “Have you ever had a positive, short, silent and 
intense connection with a stranger? If so, what was the context?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 2 Mary 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/n31fvl/have_you_eve
r_had_a_positive_short_silent_and/ >. 
65 Source: TurdsforNipples, “What song requires an immediate and 
substantial increase in volume as soon as you hear it?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 2 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n3lk6l/what_song_requ
ires_an_immediate_and_substantial/ >. 
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for the electric department) has a spare lightbulb for this 
specialized light for my school film, I’ll pay for it, etc. To 
my surprise, I was pointed to the truck told to ask for this 
one person, who ended up being pretty amused and took me 
on the truck to look for the light bulb. He didn’t have a spare, 
but instead LOANED me a whole ass light. He said they 
would filming in the same location the next night. He didn’t 
want my name, number, nothing. I was able to finish my 
project that night and returned the light the next day. Funnily 
enough, I ended up running into the same crew member who 
loaned me the light about six years later when I started 
working in the industry.”66 

67. “Now That Billionaire Bill Gates And Melinda Are 
Getting Divorced, What’s Your Plan For Being His New 
Significant Other?” 

Somestunned wrote, “Hide ‘Will you marry me?’ on page 37 
of an EULA [End User Licensing Agreement] and get him 
to click ‘Agree.’” 

prncmy recommending putting the marriage vows in the 
EULA and making him click “Agree.” 

Shawaii commented, “I’m going after Melinda.”67 

 
66 Source: jorbro2023, “What’s your ‘no one is ever going to believe 
this’ story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n3wk2w/whats_your_n
o_one_is_ever_going_to_believe_this/ >. 
67 Source: adequatesenseofself, “So, what’s your plan for seducing Bill 
Gates?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n4gtix/so_whats_your_
plan_for_seducing_bill_gates/ >. 
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68. “What Was Your Biggest / Most Regrettable ‘It’s Not 
A Phase, Mom. It’s My Life’ That, In Fact, Turned Out 
To Be Just A Phase And Not Your Life?” 

1) AxelShoes wrote: 

“I was VERY into The Transformers when I was a wee lad 
in the 1980s. One day, I decided to change my name to the 
name of my favorite Autobot. My name was lame, and I 
wanted an awesome Transformer name. And I was VERY 
insistent that my parents only call me by my new name. 
Calling me by my ‘old’ name would cause a big fat tantrum 
on my part. 

“So for the better part of a week, my poor parents had to call 
me Wheeljack.” 

Axelshoes added, “Even back then, I knew Optimus Prime 
was a way more badass name than Wheeljack. But I also felt 
that I was nowhere near cool enough to wield a mighty name 
like Optimus Prime, so Wheeljack it was.” 

laidbackpanicattack commented, “I feel like the names 
Wheeljack and AxelShoes aren’t too dissimilar.” 

Steadimate commented, “When I was around seven or eight 
years old (also in the 1980’s), I was obsessed like you. My 
mom for one Christmas got me the coolest big Optimus toy 
ever. It was huge. A short time later, an older kid showed me 
a handful of shiny quarters and the transaction was complete. 
I don’t have a lot of memories from 35 years ago ,but her 
face when I proudly displayed my business acumen is one of 
them.” 

-Coleus- commented, “My friend’s daughter insisted her 
Mom call her ‘Rainbow Bright Purple Pink.’ She refused to 
respond to anything else, plus you had to say the entire name, 
no leaving any part out.” 
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wlijaaaah commented, “There was a kid in my high 
school who insisted everyone, even the teachers, call him 
Sonic.” 

bigjessicakes commented, “I’m a teacher. I once had a boy 
in my kinder class come to school and tell me his name was 
no longer Roger, it was Whetstone (like the stone you 
sharpen your knife on). He refused to answer to anything 
else. Later in the day, poor Whetstone began crying because 
he hadn’t started his work and most kids had nearly finished. 
When I asked him why, he said, ‘You said we had to put our 
name on before we started and I don’t know how to spell 
Whetstone!’” 

Shoddy17 commented, “I changed my name to Bandicoot 
when I was in grade 3 because I loved the Crash games of 
the same name. It lasted all of one full day at school. My 
parents still tease me about it every now and then.” 

didutho commented, “My daughter would answer only to the 
name Captain Barnacles for the best part of two years.” 

LittleOne commented, “My oldest kid did this. For almost 
six months, he responded only to ‘Spider-Man.’” 

2) B1NG_POT wrote: 

“Ugh. My tramp stamp. Thought it made me look so hot and 
flirty. Now I’m a professor and always have to wear high-
waisted pants so none of my students ever see it. 

“Edit: Dammit, why is this my highest-rated comment? My 
idiotic tramp stamp does not deserve this level of 
recognition. I might as well have cut out the middle man of 
the actual image and just tattooed ‘I have low self-esteem’ 
right above my ass.” 

HIGHly)intALEXual commented, “Hmm, I have a tramp 
stamp: I got a skull with heart-shaped eyes in 2006. Then 
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2010 comes along and a TV show called Monster High 
comes out and wouldn’t ya know it, the logo of the show 
looks EXACTLY like my tattoo. So now I have a Monster 
High tramp stamp and have to wear a one-piece to the beach 
when I’m with my kids, or else I get called Frankie Stein or 
something stupid all day.” 

3) vampiratemirajah wrote, “I went to a car show once as a 
teen, and the only newer car there was some chick’s PT 
Cruiser. It was hot glittery pink, and at the time I was 
obsessed. I insisted that one day I would have a hot pink car, 
with pink seats, pink dash, pink carpets, etc. I was pretty 
heavily goth at the time, so my parents just rolled their eyes.” 

4) 123Spaghetti321 wrote, “I had a posh phase once. Spoke 
in a terrible British accent, put my pinky out while drinking 
tea, said ‘pardon’ a lot. My brother told me to stop so I 
did.”68 

69. “What Was The Biggest Coincidence That Made You 
Question The Fabric Of Reality?” 

aalios wrote: 

“My dad lives in a national park here in Australia. It’s 
farmland that’s grandfathered in. It’s the remnants of a 
volcano that blew itself up very violently, so it’s very hilly 
terrain. 

“One day we were sitting out on the deck, when we see a 
hang-glider come down halfway down the valley, and it 

 
68 Source: SirGergoyFriendman, “What was your biggest/most 
regrettable ‘It’s not a phase, mom. It’s my life.’ that, in fact, turned out 
to be just a phase and not your life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n4vf1p/what_was_your
_biggestmost_regrettable_its_not_a/>. 
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didn’t look like a nice landing. ‘Shit, we better see if he’s all 
right. They don’t land anywhere near her.’ 

“So we get in the car, drive for about 10 minutes to reach the 
spot. We head over to the guy who is standing by a very 
damaged glider. The pilot is staring at us incredulously. He 
stammers, ‘Fuck, Jack, is that you?’ 

“My dad, who hasn’t seen his childhood friend for 35 years 
shouts, ‘Fuck, Tim, is that you?’ 

“They both grew up in Greymouth, NZ [New Zealand]. 
Found each other randomly after a glider crash in NSW 
[New South Wales], Australia.” 

WhoriaEstafan commented, “This is such a typical Kiwi 
hello. I love this story.” 

HowardSternsPenis2 commented, “And they both like to 
start sentences with ‘Fuck,’ too!” 

Anzai responded, “It’s kind of our thing down here.”69 

70. “People Who Can Lip Read, What Is The Funniest 
Thing You Have Ever Heard A Background Character 
In A Movie Say?” 

1) Au_Uncirculated wrote, “Around 2004, my dad was in a 
jewelry commercial and in the background, you can see him 
smiling holding up a diamond ring while mouthing the 
words to a store clerk, ‘Is this vegan?’” 

2) TheRosybella wrote: 

 
69 Source: Fardgabor, “What was the biggest coincidence that made you 
question the fabric of reality?” Reddit. AskReddit. 5 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n5t4rn/what_was_the_
biggest_coincidence_that_made_you/ >. 
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“‘If we have to do one more take, I’m gonna throw a cup at 
them.’ 

“Background of a restaurant commercial. Can’t remember 
which one it was but I even rewound it to show my mom 
since she reads lips, too.” 

3) DukeBeekeepersKid wrote, “I forget the John Wayne 
western movie actual name, John Wayne is doing the John 
Wayne fight scene, and the ‘Indians’ in the background were 
talking about getting Chinese food at a place called ‘Lings.’” 

4) traingtax1 wrote, “I think my favorite is seeing coaches in 
live sports cursing. ‘FUCK’ is a very noticeable mouth 
motion even if you can’t lip read very well.” 

Kazerati commented, “In Australia, when football games 
started back after a COVID shutdown, there were no crowds 
allowed, only players and referees, a limited number of team 
staff, and broadcast staff. They kept the on-field mics 
recording to keep the experience for the fans watching at 
home, and pretty quickly the tv network that broadcasts the 
live games was overlaying recorded crowd sounds over the 
sounds of the game, because all of those words weren’t just 
visible anymore, they were very much audible.” 

5) GlamrockFredboy wrote: 

“‘Are our mics on?’ 

“‘No.” 

“By the way, this was a stage show.” 

v1sibleninja commented: 

“Life Pro Tip for all performers, hosts, and people being 
interviewed. If you are mic’d, always assume the mic is on, 
and never say anything you wouldn’t want heard by 
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everyone. Even if it’s not going over the sound system, 
whoever is running the soundboard can still hear you. 

“Last tour I was on the sound guys compiled a list of things 
they caught people saying while mic’d, and at the end of the 
run we had to guess who said what. Super hilarious, and 
mildly embarrassing for some.” 

mr_trick wrote: 

“Yeah, it was intensely embarrassing for me after being 
mic’d up for a commercial. Several of the other cast were 
shitting on the brand hard, and I didn’t really join in but did 
acquiesce a few times. 

“After probably five minutes of that, I wondered aloud about 
when the mics would be turned on for the video portion. I 
turned to peer over at the mic area across the soundstage and 
the operator gave me a very intense look and pantomimed, 
‘I can hear you.’ 

“Thankfully I hadn’t said that much, but the whole group 
instantly went dead. Very good lesson never to say anything 
negative about the people who kindly hired you, even if they 
suck, and to always treat mics like they’re live.” 

v1sibleninja “Oh yeah, gotta be careful on set. If it’s a 
commercial, you’re pretty safe from getting fired for stuff 
like that because it would cost too much to replace you on 
short notice, but if the producers or ad people don’t like your 
behavior on set, it can ruin future work opportunities with 
them, or even with the CD [Commercial Director?] if word 
gets back to them about you.” 

bluerose1197 wrote, “My local county commissioners have 
gotten better about remembering this. But it took them 
saying something stupid right before a meeting officially 
started, but the live broadcast was active.” 
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Kanotari commented, “I was watching the Frozen musical at 
Disneyland / California Adventure. Elsa’s mic was broken 
when she came on stage and she noticed right away. She was 
a complete champ, leaning into other people for her lines so 
they’d get picked up on their mics. As she and Anna walk 
offstage during a scene change, Anna’s mic did NOT get 
turned off. So the entire audience heard Anna say, ‘I think 
your mic’s out!’ Yes, Anna dear. We know. Lol.” 

AkirIkasu commented, “I had the same thing happen when I 
watched it. It was really impressive when it was time for her 
to sing and she just belted out those lyrics. Someone finally 
handed her a mic halfway through her performance and you 
could tell it was hard for her to go back to singing at the 
normal level.” 

ManicPickle commented, “Disney actors hit different. 
They’re a whole new level pro.” 

Kanotari responded, “Their training is intense. The sheer 
number of performance notes is crazy, not to mention all the 
expectations for how they behave when (and it certainly is 
when) shit goes wrong.” 

6) JaxAnGo wrote, “My favorite thing to do is to lip-read 
coaches during American football games. One used a full 
sentence of vulgarity once and it was beautiful.” 

BraktheDandyCat commented, “My sister did this once 
during a game where a coach didn’t cover his mouth during 
a huddle and the camera caught his face. I was only half 
paying attention as she started to say what they were going 
to do and our dad and grandpa were super impressed for a 
minute after the play ran. They were asking her how she 
called it. She just grinned and said, ‘Coach didn’t cover his 
mouth,’ and both dad and grandpa had a ‘Oh, you little shit 
…’ reaction. It was great.” 
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7) Haytergirl wrote, “While I can’t lip read if you pay 
attention in the first Harry Potter movie you can see Emma 
Watson mouthing Daniel and Rupert’s lines.” 

Haytergirl added, “She said that she just did it because she 
had memorized all of the lines in the movie. Lol.” 

Grey_Hawk98 commented, “If she did that, no wonder she 
was casted. That’s the most Hermione thing to do.” 

ambamshazam commented, “I read once they had to 
repeatedly stop shooting because she wouldn’t / couldn’t 
stop reciting their lines on film and she had to try really hard 
not to do it.” 

TheKarenator joked, “You also never hear them talk while 
she is drinking a glass of water.”70 

71. “What Makes You Think To Yourself ‘Yup, I’m In 
Love’?” 

1) maino82 wrote, “So yesterday was Mother’s Day, and I 
did a little charcuterie board for dinner. It has a bunch of 
different meats and cheeses and nuts and stuff and I made 
some stupid cheese joke while we were all eating. So stupid 
it wasn’t even worth remembering what the joke was. When 
I make jokes like that, my wife does this thing where she 
looks away and tries to pretend not to laugh so that she can 
discourage stupid jokes like that in the future, but I can tell 
that she’s laughing a little and trying to hide it so it just 
makes me want to tell more stupid jokes. And every time I 

 
70 public_humniliation, “People who can lip read, what is the funniest 
thing you have ever heard a background character in a movie say?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 7 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n6ypyv/people_who_c
an_lip_read_what_is_the_funniest/ >. 
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do and she tries to hide her laugh, it makes me think about 
how much I love her.” 

2) BothTortoiseandHare wrote: 

“I was really nervous walking in. I mean, the chaos walking 
down the hall didn’t help, but I just got so anxious when I 
turned the handle and opened the door. I want even fully in 
the door frame when we locked eyes. It was like magic. 

“The next day I saw her, we went home together, which is 
strange because I really haven’t done something like this in 
a really long time. I still felt just as strongly as I did when I 
first saw her. Even when she peed on the floor. 

“I love my new dog.”71 

72. “What Is An Interesting Fact You Know About 
Animals?” 

1) TheCouncil wrote, “Penguins push other penguins into 
the water to check for predators in the water.” 

StanDarkloard commented, “And now I’m remembering all 
those times my wife heard a weird noise outside at night, and 
sent me out there to see what it was.” 

Note by David Bruce: Apparently, penguins don’t do that: 

HoboHydra quoted this: 

“No, they definitely do not do this, although it may look that 
way to the casual observer. What happens is that penguins 
like Adelie Penguins congregate at the water’s edge — and 
despite their marvellous adaptations for a life in water, they 

 
71 Source: lavender-bay, “What makes you think to yourself ‘Yup, I’m 
in love with this person’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n94yu9/what_makes_y
ou_think_to_yourself_yup_im_in_love/ >. 
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can often appear reluctant to enter it. Eventually one or two 
will dive in: whereupon the rest may or may not choose to 
follow.” 

https://www.penguinworld.com/profpenguin/faq.html 

2) marvelisbetterthenDC wrote, “The dodo is extinct 
because mankind thought it tasted really good.” 

CedarWolf commented, “The same is true of the Giant 
Tortoise. It took several attempts to get a live specimen back 
to England for study by the scientific community because the 
sailors kept eating them. Even Charles Darwin and the crew 
of the HMS Beagle ate their tortoises, too.” 

3) ssg9466 wrote, “My 10-year-old just educated me that a 
group of crows is called a ‘murder.’” 

funkystudent321 commented, “In history crows would often 
follow armies into battle and feast off the ‘leftovers’ of said 
battles. It’s most likely where that name comes from.”72 

73. “What Fact Will Historians 500 Years From Now Get 
Wrong About Our Society Today?” 

catsarethebest wrote, “They’re going to think that cats were 
a religion due to all the photographs, memes, and actual 
products in which you can buy that have cats on them.” 

kinkachou commented, “I can imagine this similar to the 
way we think about Egyptians and their worship of cats.” 

coopertron5000 responded, “All this time the Egyptians 
were just laughing at the little shits.” 

 
72 Source: FishBait162 wrote, “What is the funniest fact you know 
about animals ?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 May 20211 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n94fd9/what_is_the_fu
nniest_fact_you_know_about_animals/ >. 



 154 

 
kinkachou responded: 

“Almost everything the Egyptians did for cats is something 
that we can find in our society. Rich people mummified and 
buried their cats and had their figures etched into a 
sarcophagus, just like some rich people will bury their cats 
and have a tombstone for them today. There were cat 
amulets, just like you can see keychains or figurines of cats 
everywhere. In China and Japan you see the beckoning cat 
everywhere trying to bring money in, which would totally be 
seen as asking for favor from a religious symbol in the 
future. 

“The Egyptians had murals of cats, just like some people will 
have someone paint a majestic portrait of their cat in some 
heroic pose. 

“In Egypt killing a cat was a serious crime, just like today it 
would still be a crime and a sign of serious violent 
tendencies. Maybe we don’t have lynchings like in Roman 
times over the killing of a cat, but if anyone killed someone’s 
cat, they’d be pretty seriously shunned in society today. 

“So basically, in 500 years historians could very easily 
extrapolate that we worship cats as divine beings because of 
how well they’re treated.”73 

74. “What’s The Worst Haircut You’ve Ever Gotten, 
And If There Are Any Hairdressers Here, What’s The 
Worst Haircut You’ve Given?” 

1) Elemental_surprise wrote, “I went to get blonde and red 
highlights. She dyed it red with blonde highlights. She also 

 
73 Source: darkcloud11, “What fact will historians 500 years from now 
get wrong about our society today?” Reddit. Askreddit. 9 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/n8mqm2/what_fact_wi
ll_historians_500_years_from_now_get/ >. 
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cut it too short and the layers were not straight at all. When 
I went back to get it fixed, she argued that I had what I 
wanted and then argued with me about what my hair color 
had been originally. She then proceeded to pull my hair 
while brushing it, dyed it the wrong color AGAIN, and 
telling me that she was distracted because another employee 
kept coming to work drunk. I did refrain from asking if it 
was her.” 

2) cuckedprincess wrote: 

“When I was 16ish, I showed a new hairdresser I was going 
to a picture of the hair I wanted. She briefly glanced at it and 
said, ‘Oh, I can do that.’ 

“She did not do that. 

“Now I was 16 but I’ve always looked young for my age. A 
bad haircut would turn me from ‘looks young’ to ‘where’s 
your mommy?’ 

“Not only did she ignore the picture, she gave me bangs. I 
did not ask nor show her bangs. I looked like a five-year-old. 
It was bad. I actually started crying when she said she was 
done. 

“One of the other hairdressers came over to comfort me and 
actually said, ‘Oh, don’t worry, princess. I’m sure your 
mommy will love it.’ 

“My mom did love it, but it was so bad.” 

3) lifelessboot wrote, “I got a pixie cut from long, long hair. 
I loved it! I had a long shave up the back and bangs across 
my left eye. I wanted it even shorter so I went back to the 
same hair cutter my mom gets her hair colored at. I came out 
looking like a mix between coconut head and a portobello 
mushroom. I couldn’t stop crying and I wore hats for a 
month.” 
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4) OwnBackground6676 wrote, “I left my first husband and 
wanted to get a ‘life-changer’ haircut (a cute bob) for when 
I was going back to pick up my stuff from our house. Instead, 
I ended up with a super short pixie cut. It was awful! I’m 
blind without my glasses and had taken them off for the 
haircut. It was a shock when I put them on.” 

5) CStarling4 wrote: 

“This was by no fault the hairdresser. She’s been doing my 
hair since I was a kid, and she’s great. 

“I requested this weird bob I found online. Yeah it didn’t 
work out.”74 

75. “What Is Your ‘Fun Fact About You’ That You 
Share In That Terrible Icebreaker Activity?” 

1) JellySepticPieJSP wrote, “I once had a ‘pet’ cow.” 

cakesofthepatty414 wrote, “My mom grew up on a farm with 
a talking cow. Every day she’d go visit, and sure enough it 
would audibly answer her back. She went and told everyone 
at her school. Years later she finds out that it was her family 
talking though the pipes in the barn.” 

2) Fuginshet wrote. “My middle name is Martian because 
my dad is an idiot and misspelled Martin on my birth 
certificate. (True story, by the way.)” 

3) CircusSeal wrote: 

“‘I’m a world record holder.’ 

 
74 Source: OrdinaryRedditor2, “What’s the worst haircut you’ve ever 
gotten, and if there are any hairdressers here, what’s the worst haircut 
you’ve given?” Reddit. AskWomen. 15 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nd7ka0/whats_the_w
orst_haircut_youve_ever_gotten_and_if/ >. 
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“This usually raises a few eyebrows. They then look a little 
disappointed when I tell them that my world record was to 
be in the crowd at a concert in Italy a few years ago that had 
the biggest crowd ever.” 

4) SnooChickens8342 wrote, “If I combine the meanings of 
my Chinese and English names, I get ‘Beloved Dick.’ I 
always joke that my dad named me.”75 

76. “What Is The Most Ridiculous / Fucked-Up Lie Your 
Parents Told You?” 

1) chrismamo1 wrote, “When I was a kid, my father told me 
about ‘the can.’ He said it contained a family secret of 
incredible value, and that when I turned 18 I could see it. On 
my 18th birthday, I asked my father about the can, he said, 
‘What the fuck is the can?’ and after I reminded him of it, he 
burst out laughing, saying that he was fucking with me. For 
almost a decade I believed that I would be privy to some 
cosmic secret on my 18th birthday; it turns out I’m just very 
impressionable. 

2) DragonStangFlyer122 wrote, “Not too fucked up, but 
ridiculous. When I was little, my mom told me if I didn’t 
finish my dinner, my stomach would get very hungry and 
come up and eat my brain. A few nights later I woke her up 
at midnight crying because my stomach growled and I 
needed a second dinner or it would eat my brain.” 

kutuup1989 commented: 

 
75 Source:LeineAdem, “What is your ‘fun fact about you’ that you 
share in that terrible icebreaker activity?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 May 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ndn11m/what_is_your
_fun_fact_about_you_that_you_share_in/ >. 
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“You just gave me a really weird flashback to when I was a 
kid and I had to have my kidney taken out because it was 
obstructed and was making me ill. I couldn’t have solid food 
for a few days after the surgery, so my parents bought a 
bunch of supermarket ready-meals (I even remember the 
brand — it was Blue Parrot Cafe) and ran them through the 
blender into a paste for me to eat. 

“Problem was, I really liked it, so I would keep asking for 
these blitzed ready-meals for months afterwards. They 
eventually made them a treat, so if I was good, I could have 
the food-paste for tea.” 

3) b14nn wrote: 

“My dad got fed up of watching Barney the dinosaur when I 
was a kid, and one day when I asked to watch it, he said: 

“‘You can’t.’ 

“‘Why?’ 

“‘Because Barney died.’ 

“I never did watch Barney again.” 

4) jaykayhicks wrote, “That my siblings and I had a sister 
named Alice. Apparently, she wouldn’t stop talking in the 
car so they dropped her off on the side of the road. We never 
spoke on road trips ever again.” 

AnoniemGebruiker commented, “My dad told me exactly 
the same thing. He said I had an older sister named Matilda, 
but she kept screaming in the car so he dropped her off at the 
side of the road and left her there. It didn’t stop me screaming 
in the car until one day he actually stopped the car and told 
me to get out. He drove only 10m [10 meters?] away, but I 
never screamed in the car again.” 

Pippin1505 commented: 
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“I remember a few years ago in Japan, a couple did 
something like this, but when they turned around, the kid had 
disappeared in the forest. 

“It took a seven-days search to find the kid again. (He was 
alive.) 

“< https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-36441742 >. 

PM_ME_UR_RESPECTS commented: 

“My parents had a similar thing. They would threaten to 
leave my brother and me at a ‘bad boys school’ ran by Mrs. 
Mullins if we didn’t behave in the car. 

“You can imagine my trepidation when I got to secondary 
school and my teacher was named Mrs. Mullins.” 

5) nopenonotatall wrote, “Around the time Toy Story first 
came out, my dad drove an Infiniti and he told us that he 
could press a button and go ‘to infinity and beyond’ to jump 
over other cars. He’d have us close our eyes and press the 
button and he’d speed up and pass the car in front of us while 
our eyes were closed. As a kid I was d u m b f o u n d e d and 
thought he was magic. It’s actually a nice memory compared 
to the other ones on here. Lol.” 

6) DNA-Decay wrote: 

“I told my kids that there was a button on the dash that raised 
the wheels off the ground like a landspeeder [a vehicle in 
Star Wars]. 

“I’d wait until I could see the tarmac change to a smoother 
grade and push the button and the tire noise would go 
quieter. 

“When they asked me to raise the wheels, I would tell them 
that I couldn’t right now because I needed all four down ‘for 
traction.’ And wait for another change in the tarmac.” 
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7) NoseyRodsey40 wrote, “That my eyes turn orange when 
I lie. So I covered my eyes when I lied so my mom couldn’t 
see them turn fucking orange.” 

8) anypebble wrote, “Here’s a silly nice one: My birthday is 
the 11th of July. The gas station 7/11 gives away free 
slushies on 7/11. On the days when I turned seven, eight, and 
nine years old, my parents just told me that the 7/11 wanted 
to celebrate my birthday by giving me free Slushies and I did 
not question it. I thought the people at the gas station just 
really liked me.” 

themightymaud commented, “In a similar vein, my name 
starts with a K, and when I was little my town had a Kmart 
that had a giant neon red K outside it. They told me the K 
was there just for me, and some nights they’d drive me over 
to look at ‘my’ K all lit up.”76 

77. “What’s The Fattest Thing You Ever Did?” 

1) Mesoposty wrote, “My girlfriend and I were saving some 
grocery-store cake to eat later, I ended up eating it while she 
was at work. So I went to grocery store, bought another cake 
and ate most of it, and put the rest back to replace what I ate. 
When she got home, she was proud of me for not eating it. I 
didn’t tell her what happened.” 

2) Covidpoopedthebed wrote, “I walked away from getting 
on a roller coaster because the lap bar wouldn’t close for me. 
I immediately went home, changed my diet, and started an 
exercise routine.” 

 
76 Source: bordemstirs, “What is the most ridiculous/fucked up lie your 
parents told you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 16 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ne0wcf/what_is_the_m
ost_ridiculousfucked_up_lie_your/ >. 
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Covidpoopedthebed added, “Sad, ironically humourous fact: 
the roller coaster I couldn’t fit into is named ‘Behemoth.’” 

3) Curious_little_one wrote, “Dipped my kettle-cooked 
potato chips in melted milk chocolate. And then ate them.” 

4) TheSniper28 wrote, “I bought two dozen Krispy Kreme 
donuts for a friend’s fundraiser. I was supposed to share 
them. Instead, I ate them all in a day.” 

5) edgarpickle wrote: 

“We had a tradition for years, pre-COVID. We would go to 
the same pizza place every Friday night. I got my stromboli, 
my wife got one, and my son got some pizza. Every single 
week. 

“One week my wife was out of town, but I still went in and 
got the same stuff. I gave my son his pizza slices, and then I 
sat down and put both of those strombolis away in about 10 
minutes. 

“I regret nothing.” 

6) tinynarrator wrote, “I ordered a 20-piece Chicken 
McNuggets from McDonald’s, and so that the cashier didn’t 
think I was eating them all myself, I ordered two drinks.” 

7) Beep_boop_human wrote, “I saw someone leave a half-
eaten packet of fries at McDonald’s on a table in front of me 
and leave. We were in this sort of corridor bit near the 
entrance so no one would have seen me take it. I thought 
hell, it’s just going to be thrown out. I quickly grabbed them. 
As I was gobbling down my stolen fries (after I finished my 
own meal), a homeless man came in and started going 
through the leftovers on the table. Alas, a greedy fatty had 
already gotten in first. I should have just given him the fries 



 162 

 
but I was sort of KO’d by reality and sat there frozen with 
potato in my mouth.”77 

78. “Programmers, What’s Your Favorite ‘It’s A 
Feature, Not A Bug’?” 

1) dale_glass wrote: 

“A fair amount of interesting gaming mechanics started as 
bugs. 

“Such as combos in fighting games. It wasn’t intentional at 
the start that you could chain moves together, but soon 
enough developers started doing it intentionally and 
expanding on it. 

“Bunny hopping and rocket jumping in FPS (First-Person 
Shooter] games. 

“Gandhi’s love for nukes in the game Civilization.” 

pjabrony quoted from Wikipedia: 

“In 2020, Sid Meier contradicted the urban legend, stating 
there had never been a bug of this sort in the original 1991 
game. Nuclear Gandhi was first implemented in Civilization 
V (2010) as a joke.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_Gandhi 

QuantumWarrior commented: 

“The idea for Grand Theft Auto also supposedly came from 
a bug. 

 
77 Source: alxishaa, “What’s the fattest thing you ever did?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 17 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/neovtx/whats_the_fatte
st_thing_you_ever_did/ >. 
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“They were originally just developing a top down racing 
game where you could be a racer or a copper, but in one 
version the police AI [Artificial Intelligence] broke and 
became way too aggressive. They would ram you off the 
road when you played as a racer instead of just getting close 
to you, apparently due to their pathfinding target being 
impossible to actually reach. 

“Development liked the idea of being more of a criminal in 
the game and it evolved into GTA.” 

SmartAlec105 commented, “Axton in Borderlands 2 
became bisexual because of a bug. They meant for his flirty 
lines to be said only to female characters but a bug made him 
say them to all characters. So the developers were like, 
‘Well, I guess he’s bisexual then,’ and incorporated it in the 
DLCs they added later.” 

2) CuriousRelish wrote: 

“I’m not a programmer, but my husband is a sysadmin and 
gets this gem all the time: ‘[Adobe product] isn’t working!’ 

“It isn’t working because they don’t have a license to use 
it.”78 

79. “What Is The Most Beautiful Gesture Anyone Has 
Made To You? I’m Ready With My Tissues.” 

1) slippersquiddd wrote, “In my freshman year of college, I 
was studying in the library between classes. I had a really 
bad cold and couldn’t stop coughing. I lay my head down, 
dozed off for a few minutes, and woke up to a gift. A stranger 

 
78 Source: blood-pressure-gauge, “Programmers, what’s your favorite 
‘it’s a feature not a bug’?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nf30iq/programmers_w
hats_your_favorite_its_a_feature_not/ >. 
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brought me a hot tea, orange juice, and a banana with a note 
to feel better soon. I still think about how kind that gesture 
was!” 

2) mcsunnishine wrote: 

“My mother and father divorced when I was three, and my 
mother remarried when I was four. The divorce wasn’t 
amicable and my mother is spiteful (we’re now no contact), 
so she kept me away from my (birth) dad from the age of 
five on. 

“My (step) dad was a truck driver and he was very chatty. 
There was an employee of this one truck stop whom he’d 
known for years as he was a frequent customer. She got a 
promotion and a new name tag with her (pretty unique) last 
name. 

“My (step) dad noticed the name and was like, ‘That’s my 
daughter’s last name,’ and so they got to chatting and 
realized that she was married to my (birth) dad. My same 
(birth) dad that I hadn’t seen at that point for 16 years. 

“For my 21st birthday my (step) dad gave me the gift of 
knowing my (birth) dad. That’s a phone call that I’ll never 
forget. 

“My mom was so angry that she almost divorced him over 
it, but it was hands down the best gift I’ve ever received.” 

3) GreenMountain85 wrote: 

“When I was in my early 20s, I was really struggling 
financially. I was working a retail job and at one point I 
didn’t even have money for food, so I just didn’t eat lunch. 
One of my coworkers noticed and brought in lunch for me. I 
couldn’t believe he would be kind enough to do something 
like that so of course I got teary and explained to him how 
much that meant to me. 
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“The next day he bought me groceries and paid my rent for 
that month so that I wouldn’t be so far behind in everything. 
I remember crying, like ugly crying, and telling him I’d 
never be able to pay him back. He told me I didn’t have to 
and that one day I’d be in a better place and able to help 
someone and that would be payment enough. 

“I still can’t believe someone was ever that kind to me at a 
time when I felt truly alone and truly hopeless with money 
stuff.” 

4) tamale wrote, “On a delayed flight to a one-week training 
in Portland, I met a woman at the airline counter in Houston. 
We both wanted to know how long the flight would be 
delayed so we could go outside the airport to smoke. During 
the flight, it turned out that we were seated next to each 
other. We chatted a bit and watched a movie on her laptop. 
When we landed, she offered to take me to the hotel. The last 
day of the training, she called me at the hotel (this was before 
international data plans) to ask about my plans for the next 
day as the flight to return home was a red-eye. She picked 
me up the next day and drove me all around Portland; we 
had breakfast and lunch and went to Oregon’s brewer 
festival and other attractions in Portland. She then took me 
to the airport, and we had dinner together. She refused to 
allow me to pay for anything — I actually had to insist or go 
behind her back to pay the bill before! We became friends 
and kept in touch until she passed away around five years 
ago. I miss you, Denisse! I’ll always be grateful for your 
going above and beyond to make sure this Latina woman 
enjoyed the US! You and Portland, Oregon, will be forever 
in my heart!” 

5) -Jessy25- wrote: 

“I was in an accident when I was 18. It was storming hard 
and I hydroplaned, flipped down a ravine, and hit a tree. A 
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limb from the tree went through my uterus and then injured 
my spinal cord, causing my legs to be paralyzed. 

“An elderly white man (I am black) just happened to see my 
headlights in the storm and climbed down to check on me. 
He called an ambulance and then just sat there talking to me 
until they got there. He also called my dad and told my dad 
where they were taking me. 

“He stopped by the hospital several times to check up on me 
and would talk to me and tell me about his family. He had a 
grandson who wasn’t much older than me who was a Navy 
Seal. He thought I would really like his grandson. I was 
finally released and we fell out of touch. 

“When I was 22, I was trying to send my mom a picture of 
me and accidentally sent it to a guy. He texted me back a 
picture of himself. We would randomly text each other for 
the next few days and then he asked me out on a date. After 
about a month of dating, he took me to meet his family. 

“His grandfather is the old man who saved my life when I 
was 18. I cried when I saw him.” 

-jessy25- added: 

“We are getting married in July. 

“It was funny because the first thing my fiancé’s grandfather 
said after hugging me was, ‘See, I knew you would like each 
other.’ 

“It caught me completely off guard and my fiancé, too. We 
both looked at each other and then back at him while saying 
this is him / her? Oh, my God! 

“He said his grandfather had told him about me, but he didn’t 
get a picture of me and he had a beard and tattoos so didn’t 
look like the picture his grandfather had showed me in his 
navy blues. 
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“Neither of us knew that the other was the one his 
grandfather was trying to set us up with.” 

6) Shallow-ishPuddle wrote: 

“I was at year-end formal (the Canadian equivalent of USA 
prom) with my boyfriend at the time. He had been by my 
side through a lot, including the sudden death of my dad. At 
the time, it had been only maybe eight months since his 
passing so I was struggling. 

“Everyone’s families were invited, so I was already having 
a tough time seeing people hang out with their fathers when 
an announcement came on that the father-daughter dance 
was next. I was fully prepared to hide in the bathroom and 
cry, but my boyfriend took my hand and insisted on dancing 
with me for at least half the song. 

“It meant a lot to me and even though we’re no longer 
together, I still hold that memory really close to my heart.” 

7) AmbiguousFrijoles wrote: 

“I was moving alone across the country to where my 
husband was stationed, with four small kids, one being just 
three months old, I got into a horrific accident and rolled my 
SUV three times. We were stuck inside. Someone passing 
stopped and got us all out, and someone else sped 20 miles 
into a small town to find help (cell dead zone). My two-year-
old son was life-flighted across the state I crashed in, my 
vehicle totaled, and I was in the middle of nowhere 300 miles 
from where I was trying to get to and now 900 miles from 
my son. 

“The fire department found me new car seats, a sheriff drove 
to go get my husband and drive him back to us, two different 
nurses offered their vehicles to drive us wherever we needed 
to go. One drove me to our new home, the other drove my 
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husband to our son at the hospital. Some people from the 
local church got some clothes together for my family. 

“So many people pooled together to help my little family, it 
was just astonishing and without a selfish or second thought. 

“It’s been 13 years, and I still send Christmas cards to each 
one. I’m so grateful.” 

8) rowthyme wrote, “When I was married, I just had my 
second child and my hubby was diagnosed with cancer 
which later turned to autoimmune disease. I was going back 
and forth to the hospital. I couldn’t work because I just had 
baby, my husband couldn’t work, and things were so bad my 
electricity was turned off. My coworker sent people to clean 
my house and pay my electricity bill. My son’s school took 
his uniforms to the cleaners. There are good people in this 
world still. I will never forget the kindness people showed.” 

9) IsItSuperficial wrote, “When I was 18, I was a server. All 
the servers called out except me and one other server. Plus 
we had only one cook and a brand-new manager. We get 
extremely busy, I’m talking every table filled (50 tables). 
Typically I could handle about 10 tables, but after that, it 
becomes chaos. So we get extremely backed up. Tables are 
dirty, more tables are walking in, the cook and manager can’t 
keep up, people are getting upset it’s taking so long. Finally, 
one specific table who had been complaining finally has 
their food up. I get within one foot of their table and drop all 
of their food. I immediately burst into tears. Tons of people 
began to help out. One table took me aside to give me a 
tissue, another table started cleaning up the food, another just 
comforted me. It was pretty cool to see everyone come 
together. Each table also tipped me $20+ so a terrible night, 
but turned decent.” 

10) nopenonotatall wrote, “When I was 19 or so, my car was 
sort of a clunker, so it seemed like every week something 
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new was wrong with it. One day I went to drive to work and 
it wouldn’t start. I tried to jump start it, but I had no idea 
what I was doing and I couldn’t get it to work. I called my 
stepdad to ask for instructions and even then I couldn’t get it 
to start. I felt so overwhelmed and stressed and upset until I 
got a text from my stepdad that said, ‘I’m on my way.’ He 
then drove from three hours away to come jumpstart my 
battery for me. It took him all of two minutes and then he 
gave me a hug and drove back home. As someone who didn’t 
have a dad I could call for help growing up, my stepdad 
performing such a kind, selfless gesture really meant 
something.” 

11) notmemeorme wrote, “Moving from Arizona to 
Washington DC., I was seven months pregnant and had my 
parents coming from NJ the next day to help unload moving 
truck. Before we could get the luggage out of the car, all our 
neighbors came over to help. The husbands unloaded the 
truck and wives either bought food and drinks over or helped 
unpack boxes. Got to love the military — they had that truck 
unpacked and furniture set up in less than two hours.” 

12) jadesaddiction wrote: 

“I have a few: 

1. I was traveling alone for my thesis and my last stop 
was Houston. I was sad because I was going to miss 
it, and I decided to take the bus to my Airbnb for my 
last night there after going to Target. A woman sat 
next to me and struck up a conversation and said she 
sensed something about me that she couldn’t explain 
so she had to talk to me. She was coming home from 
her waitress job and bought herself a gigantic 
bouquet of roses as a gift for having a good day. As 
she was about to get off her stop, she took out a rose 
and gave it to me and said, ‘You deserve this,’ and I 
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cried. So hard. I left it for my Airbnb host the next 
morning as a thank you for a good time. 

2. In high school I was struggling with college-
application fees and couldn’t get waivers because my 
family made barely enough to be ineligible. A friend 
of mine is a recovering addict with a daughter who is 
a few years younger than me. They were struggling 
financially and were almost homeless. She asked for 
my email to send me something and instead sent me 
$100 to cover some fees. I tried to decline it and she 
said that she hopes her daughter ends up like me. I 
thank her every year. 

3. As a kid, I was obsessed with one specific radio 
station. A man would do this beautiful show every 
Sunday night and I listened to him from his first 
episode to the last one before the station shut down. 
He ended up getting picked up by other stations and 
is now syndicated across several states! Anyways, on 
my 13th birthday I asked if he could dedicate a song 
to me and he played the Chili Peppers’ cover of 
‘Teenager in Love’ for me as they were my favorite 
band. Fast forward to my 22nd birthday and I 
reconnect with him and we have a short random 
conversation. A few days later I decide to listen to 
his show and I found out he dedicated a song to me. 
He said a long speech about how he got to watch me 
grow and graduate high school and then college, and 
he’s proud of me. He played another Red Hot Chili 
Peppers song for me. I will treasure it forever.” 

13) JimBobMcFantaPants wrote, “When my first child was 
young (maybe three months old?), I had gone into town to 
get a few things and messed up my timings with his feeds. 
He was on three different medications for reflux and so 
feeding him in public was a nightmare, and we’d had a really 
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tough start so I was a bit traumatised about feeding him 
anyway and was also incredibly sleep deprived. I was trying 
to leave the car park but the machine wouldn’t take my 
change. My son had been screaming for about 10 minutes 
already and I was getting super-stressed out. I drove to the 
car park office and went in to try and give them the cash and 
get them to let me out. The guy in there took one look at me 
and said, ‘Just go, no charge,’ so I blubbered a thank you and 
went out to my car where a woman was waiting because she 
had seen the state I was in and wanted to make sure I was ok. 
I explained what was going on and she gave me a hug and 
told me I was doing great. I’m tearing up just thinking about 
it! Thank you, random strangers!” 

14) BitterPillPusher wrote: 

“I was raised by a single dad. He was wonderful, but we 
didn’t have much money. Very few people in my very 
middle-class school knew how poor we were, as I kept it 
pretty well hidden. It was my senior prom. I was so excited 
to go. I managed to scrimp and save enough money for 
tickets and a dress that I absolutely loved. It’s important to 
note that our prom was on a Friday, so seniors were released 
early that day to get ready. My very best friend wasn’t going 
to prom because her boyfriend’s prom was the same night, 
and she was going to that. So she didn’t come to school that 
day, because early release. Anyway, I had found the perfect 
pair of earrings to go with my perfect dress. But a few days 
before the prom, I had to return them because I needed the 
money for things like gas to get to work. I think they cost 
only $40, but that was like a million dollars to me at the time. 

“When it was time to leave school the day of the prom, I 
went to my locker to put my things away. In it was a small 
box. It was the earrings. My best friend had gone back and 
bought them for me. The note said that she knew how much 
I loved them and how important that night was to me. She 
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snuck into the school during classes and put them there. I 
stood and cried like a baby in the in middle of the hall. That 
was 30 years ago, and to this day, it’s the nicest thing anyone 
has ever done for me.”79 

80. “Parents Of Reddit, What Was Your ‘I Didn’t Raise 
You To Be This Way’ Moment With Your Child?” 

1) ledow wrote: 

“Probably the reverse of everyone else’s. 

“Wife and I split, but very amicably, and wife and daughter 
live in Spain. 

“Anyway, obviously I see my daughter only occasionally but 
one time I was collecting her and it was a long car journey 
back. She was about seven. It’s hard to entertain a seven-
year-old for hours and I wasn’t ready to break out the tablets 
or DVDs just yet so we talked quite a bit instead. 

“And at one point, I said that if she had any questions, about 
anything at all, I could answer them for her. She asked some 
things, nothing too intriguing but the usual kind of kid 
questions. 

“And then after a few minutes of silence, she was obviously 
ready with a big one. Here it comes, I thought. It’s going to 
be ‘How come those two men live together down the road?’ 
or ‘Where do babies really come from?’ ‘What does this 
word mean that some boy said in school”’ or ‘Is Santa real?’ 
or something of substance. 

 
79 Source: CaptainChow09, “What is the most beautiful gesture anyone 
has made to you? I’m ready with my tissues.” Reddit. AskWomen. 19 
May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nggg6l/what_is_the_
most_beautiful_gesture_anyone_has/ >. 
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“So I prepare for the worst, keeping my eyes on the road. 
Brace myself for it. Give her a chance to stop her rambling 
and get round to asking the question that’s been burning in 
her mind and is now on the tip of her tongue. This is the 
moment that I become ‘cool dad’ who explains something to 
her in a mature and adult fashion and she remembers it for 
the rest of her life and trusts me and consults me on 
everything from then on. Brace yourself! 

“‘Dad,’ she says. ‘Is and a conjunctive?’ 

“I grew up in a former council estate, in a run-down area of 
London, went to a rough state school, my parents struggled 
to pay for me, put me through university, I scraped through, 
made something of myself. I’d tried to educate my child in 
life, even made them attend the family self-defence classes, 
etc.  

“But that HURT. Somehow, I’d bred a geek.” 

2) insertcaffeinbe wrote: 

“He stole money from my husband (his stepdad). I had a 
heart to heart with him, gave him that line of ‘I’m not mad, 
just disappointed,’ bought husband a lock box for his wallet, 
and told son to apologize (which he did). 

“‘My kid would never do that’ is a lie until proven 
otherwise.” 

3) HotSpicedChai wrote, “My son keeps saying certain 
activities are for boys or girls exclusively. I have to 
constantly remind him boys and girls can do what they want. 
But he is having none of it. It’s pretty disappointing.” 

Fourtires3rims commented: 

“I just went through this with my oldest, who loves rocks and 
geology. He took some of them to school for a show and tell 
kind of thing, and a girl came up after his bit and seemed 
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really interested, asking all kinds of questions until a couple 
other boys yelled, ‘Rocks are boy things, not girl things!’ 
She was obviously upset and walked off. My son asked me 
why rocks and minerals are just for boys, and why girls can’t 
like them, too. 

“I ended up getting ahold of the teacher and the girl’s parents 
to arrange for her to come over so they could geek out over 
his collection. We also gave her some to take home so she 
could start her own collection. Next month we’re going to a 
rock, mineral, and gem convention in hopes of getting a few 
new things for his collection and extended an invitation to 
the little girl’s family.” 

flpasnr commented, “The only time I’ve ever seen my dad 
angry was when my little sister said, ‘Science is for boys.’ 
He fumed for a second then walked out of the room. He came 
back 15 minutes later and had a long talk about sexism.” 

4) Altruistic-Lion-7926 wrote: 

“My four-year-old son wants his Nutella with butter. 

“He is a disgrace to the family, but I still love him.”80 

  

 
80 Source: eminic23, “[Serious] Parents of Reddit— What was your ‘I 
didn’t raise you to be this way’ moment with your child?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 22 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nik3k8/serious_parents
_of_reddit_what_was_your_i_didnt/ >. 
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Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “What Is Your Opinion On Someone Asking Consent 
For A First Kiss While On A Date?” 

deaddy_gf wrote, “Awkward, but I think it would be much 
more awkward to dodge a kiss, soo ….” 

naan_lanan commented, “I once made a move at a public 
restaurant, she ended up swerving me, and I kissed the chair 
behind her. At least six people saw.”81 

82. “You’re On A First Date With Someone, And They 
Tell You The Name Of Their Favorite Book. You 
Immediately Leave. What’s The Book?” 

1) xyxyxyxy92 wrote, “If they say 50 Shades of Grey, I’m 
out.” 

trustmeimaprofession wrote, “I read 50 Shades of Grey for a 
book report because I hated my English teacher, and the 
absolute perverted spiteful glee I had putting a triple-length 
report together knowing she had to read and grade it is the 
best experience reading a book I ever had.” 

2) we_invented_post-its wrote, “Oh, heh, heh. I don’t read. 
Never really have.” 

_manicpxie_ commented: 

“I remember being sixteen and a guy trying to impress me 
that he also liked to read. Talked me into coming over. 

 
81 Source: naan_lanan, “What is your opinion on someone asking 
consent for a first kiss while on a date?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 May 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nioh1t/what_is_your_o
pinion_on_someone_asking_consent/>. 
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“Checked out his bookshelf. Fucking Goosebumps … not 
that his collection was so good it gave me goosebumps. 

“Literally all he had was R.L Stein’s Goosebumps series.” 

TheStrangestOfKings commented, “Ah, a man of culture.” 

Note by David Bruce: R.L Stein’s Goosebumps series are 
great for a certain age, but it’s good to read a variety of 
books, especially when one gets older. Mr. Stein once said 
that a critic called his books “literary training bras” for future 
Stephen King readers. 

madicreates commented, “I remember I had been interested 
in a guy a bit older than me when I had just graduated high 
school, and the topic of literature came up around six months 
after I first met him. He looked at me seriously and said he 
hadn’t read since high school (and was at least 20). I 
understand not having time necessarily, but lacking passion 
for books and knowledge is a turn-off in itself.”82 

83. “What Made-Up Stuff Did Your Parents Tell You 
When You Were A Child In Order To Correct Your Bad 
Habits?” 

1) henry_b wrote: 

“When I wouldn’t finish my food, my mom would say that 
there were only three bites left! And that she’d help me 
count. “She’s feed me a spoonful / forkful and say ‘One,’ 
and then ‘Two’ and then ‘Two’ again and then ‘Two’ again 
and then ‘Two’ again, and finally ‘Three!’ 

 
82 Source: ExcuseDramatic904, “You’re on a first date with someone, 
and they tell you the name of their favorite book. You immediately 
leave. What’s the book?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/njr152/youre_on_a_firs
t_date_with_someone_and_they_tell/ >. 
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“‘See! I told you it was only three bites.’” 

w0lfbr0ther69commented, “My mom used to make little 
pyramids of rice and tell me they are mountains. I felt really 
proud of myself for eating whole mountains.” 

2) tbonemistake wrote, “Stop sitting so close to the TV, or 
your eyes will go square.” 

3) I_answer_to_retards wrote, “My grandfather told us if we 
lie our butts would grow teeth.” 

4) Antillyyy wrote: 

“‘If you don’t eat the crusts on your sandwiches, you’ll go 
bald.’  

“My mum used her two bald brothers as examples and told 
me how they used to have beautiful, curly blonde hair, but 
they never ate their crusts and went bald. My poor uncles. 
Lol.” 

5) AdamoclesYT wrote: 

“I was petrified of haunted houses so to get me through them 
my dad would tell me the jump-scare dude running around 
with a chainsaw and a Jason mask was some random guy 
from my neighborhood named Jake. 

“Now I think about how weird it must have been for that 
dude just trying to do his job and jump scare people but some 
weird child keeps walking up to him calling him Jake and 
trying to have a conversation. 

“My parents did this for years with different haunted houses 
until one year I was like ‘Why the fuck would Jake be 
working at a haunted house four hours from where he lives?’ 
and proceeded to sprint out of the building and hide in the 
car.” 

6) eremophilaaloestris wrote: 
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“That Santa brought me a new special brush set because my 
hair was so wild it could only be tamed with the kind he used 
on his reindeer. 

“My parents were just sick of me looking like I had been spit 
out of a hurricane.”83 

84. “What Is Something You Say To Scammers Instead 
Of Hanging Up?” 

1) sdb1977 wrote, “I asked, ‘Does your mother know that 
you steal for a living?’ He responded, ‘Yes.’ I hadn’t planned 
on that.” 

2) orange_cuse wrote, “I once repeated, ‘Uh huh, go on,’ 
over and over until they got really irritated and then just hung 
up on me.” 

3) Smashing_stuff wrote: 

“‘Mr. Smashing Stuff, I’m calling about an accident you 
were involved in that wasn’t your fault.’ 

“‘Oh, it wasn’t an accident, I meant to hurt those people.’ 

“The pause you get before being immediately escalated to a 
‘manager’ is like crack to me.” 

4) Lakanooky wrote, “I give them a phone number one digit 
at a time and ask them to repeat it as a whole after each one. 
Then I tell them they got it wrong when I’m done and start 
over.” 

 
83 Source: w0lfbr0ther69, “What made up stuff did your parents tell 
you when you were a child in order to correct your bad habits?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 24 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nju3z4/what_made_up
_stuff_did_your_parents_tell_you_when/ >. 
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5) emSkippinIt wrote: 

“We have a Rick Roll extension. We forward them to it after 
telling them about the brief hold and then check the 
recording length the next day to see if they’ve beaten the 
record. 

“Edit: The record is 1.5 plays ~ about five  minutes. Every 
time they sit through the beginning of the song the second 
time we all begin to pray to the internet gods that they will 
make it all the way through to the elusive 3rd loop.” 

6) pinkerly wrote: 

“I used to let them talk to my daughter when she was two. 
She thought it was the best thing in the world. 

“‘One moment, I’ll get the lady of the house for you right 
now.’ 

“‘Heeeyyywooo?’” 

Cgaan wrote, “Someone scam-called my wife once, saying 
they would call the police on her for all the awful things 
she’s done, I grabbed the phone, said, ‘Don’t worry, I’ve got 
the sheriff of this town on the phone.’ I handed the phone to 
my one-year-old and without missing a beat he goes, 
‘DADA DADA DAAAA AYDYA AWOOOO!’ And 
handed the phone back. I’ve never been more proud.” 

7) About_Yeah_High wrote, “I once saw caller ID (land line 
days) with a number that I figured was a telemarketer. In a 
‘tough’ voice, without saying hello I asked, ‘Is he dead?’ 
And about a beat and a half later I said, ‘Because if he ain’t 
dead, don’t you even think about coming back here.’ Then 
what sounded like a young woman on the other end said, 
‘Um, uh, uh, bye!’ Hope she had as much fun telling her 
friends as I had telling mine.” 
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8) hitforhelp wrote, “I ask them to confirm my information 
for security purposes. Breaks their script and they don’t 
know what to say!” 

dancingcop7 commented, “Ooooh, man, I got the ‘you have 
$120,000 in debt on your credit card account’ call once a 
while back. First question I asked, ‘Whose name is on the 
account?’ They actually called me a fucking asshole for 
asking! So I just kept asking for the name on the account 
until they hung up.”84 

85. “What Secret Act Of Kindness Do You Do, Even 
Though You’ll Never Be Thanked For It?” 

1) clumsyacid wrote, “I wanted to mention something here. 
As most people know, Muslims follow the path of their 
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him). And he once said 
something like this: Do an act of charity from your right 
hand that you left hand is not aware of. Of course he isn’t 
implying that our hands have minds, but is telling people of 
faith, do charities secretly that only they and their God are 
aware of, which betters their closeness with their faith. On 
the other hand, people who show off their charities are most 
likely being charitable just to show off so this prevents them 
from doing this.” 

2) lesuperkawaiithroway wrote, “If someone says they’re 
too ugly to be loved, I masturbate to them once so at least 
one person in their lifetime got off to them.” 

the_vent commented, “I’m ugly.” 

 
84 Source: ChipForClicks, “What is something you say to scammers 
instead of hanging up?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nkrh32/what_is_somet
hing_you_say_to_scammers_instead_of/ >. 
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3) Lsufaninva wrote, “I pay off the over-due lunch accounts 
at my daughter’s school.” 

4) nancyhusanu wrote, “I teach at a small private school. If 
one of the students want to play a sport, and I know they are 
on the tuition support program, I anonymously pay the sport 
entrance fee for them (and their family).” 

5) MasteringTheFlames wrote: 

“A few years ago, I was traveling with some friends. One 
day, we were walking through this big park with several 
large ponds that Muscovy ducks liked to swim in. Along the 
paths, there would occasionally be little machines where 
people could buy a handful of duck food, much like gumball 
and candy machines where you put in a quarter, turn the 
knob, and the food comes out. We all decided to buy 
handfuls of food to throw in the ponds for the ducks. 

“As one of my friends bought her duck food, she commented 
on how those machines reminded her of candy dispensers, 
and how when she was a kid, she would often turn the knobs 
in hopes that someone left a quarter in the machine. I was the 
last of my friends to buy my duck food, so after I’d gotten 
mine, I left another quarter in the machine with the hope that 
a kid much like my friend would be the one to find it. 

“Many years later, I still occasionally leave quarters in candy 
machines for some lucky kid to find.”85 

 
85 Source: KseniyaKseniya, “What secret act of kindness do you do, 
even though you’ll never be thanked for it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 
May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nl2ia3/what_secret_act
_of_kindness_do_you_do_even_though/ >. 
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86. “What Is The Weirdest Thing You Have Ever Heard 
In A Public Place?” 

1) modifiedtortoise wrote, “I was shopping at Best Buy a 
few years back near Christmas. In the checkout line there 
was a deaf mom ‘yelling’ at her two teenaged daughters in 
sign language. She was quite animated and obviously upset. 
In the middle of this sign-language rant, the daughters both 
turned their back to the mom and started badmouthing her. 
The rage I saw on that mom’s face was frightening. I thought 
I was about to be witness to a double-homicide.” 

2) relysute wrote: 

“Standing in an elevator, headed to the ground floor of a 
Atlantic City hotel. 

“Two guys get on, dragging their bags and looking very 
hungover. 

“Quiet. 

“One guy says to his friend: Things will go back to normal 
once we get home. 

“His friend says back: Not after that.” 

3) Jaelia wrote: 

“Man and woman examining a parcel they’d just picked up 
from the post office. 

“Woman: (examining label) ‘Ukraine? What have you been 
ordering now?’  

“Man: ‘Oh, that’ll be the gas masks.’” 

4) Docter_cottontail wrote, “I stole a chainsaw and now I 
don’t know what to do with it.” 

5) HankPymp wrote: 
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“I was having dinner in a Thai restaurant and overheard a 
blind date in the booth behind me. 

“‘Well, thank you, but I’m going to get going.’ 

“‘Oh! Already? I’ll walk you out.’ 

‘NO! Stay here and enjoy your beer.’ 

“‘Can I call you later?’ 

“LONG PAUSE. 

“‘I’ll have to let you know.’” 

6) Drakmanka wrote: 

“One that still makes me laugh to think about to this day: 

“I was about 14 and at the river with my dad just enjoying a 
nice summer day. This family with twin sons maybe three or 
four years old is hanging around within earshot of us. The 
dad is trying to teach the boys how to skip rocks. 

“Dad: ‘See, you find a nice flat rock and then you throw it 
like this. … No, not at your brother!’” 

7) finaglecoral wrote, “Not that strange, I guess, but I was in 
the bathroom at a Target once and I heard a kid in the stall 
say, ‘Daddy, are you pooing?’ and the dad in a sad, defeated 
voice sighed and replied, ‘Yeah.’” 

TheBRontosaurus wrote, “Yep, stall next to me I heard a 
little girl say, ‘Good job, Mommy, you made a big poo!’ And 
the resigned mother said, ‘Thanks, sweetie.’” 

newe1344 commented: 

“It’s because parents who are potty training try to be excited 
when those kids take a shit in an actual toilet. 

“I can’t tell you how much I yearn for that day.” 
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Jaderosegrey commented, “A male friend (he’s really sweet, 
but maybe a little serious and a don’t-rock-the-boat-type 
guy) was in a grocery store with his daughter who was three 
at the time. He bought some shampoo for his wife and 
chatted about that to the kid. Unfortunately, the shampoo 
scent he chose happened to be sweet pea. Obviously, his 
daughter heard ‘sweet pee.’ She thought that was hilarious 
and proceeded to tell pretty much everyone she could in the 
store about how her dad was buying ‘pee shampoo.’ My 
friend just wanted to die!” 

IndyT1988 commented, “I was pooping once at a Target and 
the little kid in the stall next to me said, ‘Someone stinks 
SOOOOO bad, Mom,’ and I started laughing so hard. The 
mom said, ‘I’m so sorry, ma’am.’ I still laugh when I think 
about it.” 

oddartist commented: 

“I had to use the bathroom in the library and was having IBS 
[Irritable Bowel Syndrome] issues. Some lady brings a kid 
in and the kid complains about the smell (I tried! I courtesy 
flushed several times), so the mom SPRAYS ME WITH 
COLOGNE OVER THE STALL DOOR. I could have been 
allergic to it! 

“I was so miserable from the IBS I did nothing more than 
groan.” 

misboring commented, “I once heard a kid in a public 
bathroom say, ‘Mommy, it smells like poo in here.’ Mom 
replied, ‘It’s a bathroom, sweetie.’” 

ccmitch84 commented: 

“I usually try to avoid doing a twosy in a public bathroom 
for this same reason, but there was once when I just couldn’t 
avoid it. I go in, and hey, I have the whole bathroom to 
myself, so maybe this isn’t going to suck. I’m finishing up, 
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almost home free, when a woman and her little daughter 
come in and for some godforsaken reason, choose the stall 
RIGHT NEXT TO ME. Que the ‘Mommy, it smells like 
stinky poop in here!’ 

“I waited until long after they had gone to emerge from the 
stall so I wouldn’t have to make awkward eye contact with 
her while washing my hands.” 

Nokomis34 commented: 

“Not overheard, actually me speaking to my son in a public 
restroom.  

“Him comes out from a stall.  

“Me: ‘Did you poop?’  

“Him: ‘Yeah.’  

“Me: ‘Did you wipe your butt?’  

“Him: ‘Ummm, I will.’” 

Weary-Eggplant_6852 commented, “I waited in line for the 
dunny recently and a mum walks in to ask her daughter how 
long her poo will be. Little girl replies, ‘I’m not sure. I can’t 
measure it, Mum.’ I nearly died.”86 

87. “People Who Feel That They Have Experienced Or 
Witnessed A Miracle: What Happened? Have You Tried 
To Rationally Explain The Event?” 

1) Bogdan-Forrester wrote: 

 
86 Source: volvoxsquabble, “What is the weirdest thing you have ever 
heard in a public place?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nl9y9d/what_is_the_w
eirdest_thing_you_have_ever_heard_in/ >. 
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“In junior high, a dude named Marcus jokingly said, ‘I can 
make this paper ball go in that trash can across the gym.’ 

“Even if he threw it as hard as he wanted, it wouldn’t keep 
momentum. IMPOSSIBLE! On top of that, his throw was 
like a basic basketball throw, like a wrist flick. Right as he 
jokingly threw it, someone opened an external gym door to 
outside, and the wind carried the paper ball all the way across 
the gym and into the trash can. 

“He had the entire gym’s attention at that moment and we all 
saw it. That gym has never heard an audience roar so loudly. 

“This was in 2003. His year senior year book photo said 
something about that day, I forgot that it was. Like, ‘I could 
have done it without the wind’ or something.” 

2) Hungry_Example wrote: 

“I went to the hospital with bilateral pneumonia and both 
lungs collapsed. Oxygen saturation level of 63. Was given 
the last rites on the way to the operating room. While they 
were removing the lower lobe of my right lung, my organ 
planes began to disintegrate. Every organ they touched 
began bleeding. I received 11 units of whole blood. They 
managed to stitch me back up. Spent 38 days in a coma. 

“Both doctors told me (after I woke up) that I should not 
have survived. I found out later that following the surgery, 
my primary doctor took my husband to a private room and 
told him I wouldn’t make it through the first night and to call 
my family. 

“The skills those doctors have are the miracle.” 

Hungry_Example added, “There was a mass of infection the 
thickness of Jello in that part of my lung that had to be 
removed. There was no other option because it couldn’t 
drain. Kinda gross. Sorry, y’all.” 
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3) lobibobo wrote: 

“My family called it a miracle, but I chalk it up to a bunch 
of really incompetent doctors, and one doctor who went the 
extra mile because there was a sick child who wasn’t getting 
better. And my mom’s horrible Karen attitude saved my 
sister’s life. 

“My sister was sick as a teen. Like really sick. For a really 
long time. At first she just started drinking a lot of water and 
losing weight. But then it turned into, not just a lot of water, 
but like an alarming amount of water. She started drinking 
almost a gallon a day. 

And she got skinny. Like eating disorder skinny. Not size 0 
but a double 0 (00), and then weak. She had been 
cheerleading for a year and a half and suddenly could not do 
the lifts or running or push-ups or anything. Her cheer coach 
was one of the first people to sit my parents down and tell 
them she wasn’t just skinny, she was sick. 

“The doctors hear this, and coupled with the water 
consumption, assumed she had some kind of diabetes. When 
that was negative, they told my parents she was bulimic and 
hiding it from us. But everyone in the family watched her 
eat, her teachers were all made aware and there was no 
bathroom break schedule she was following, and the dentist 
confirmed there was a 0% chance she was throwing up 
multiple times a day unless she was also brushing her teeth 
every single time, but no toothbrush or mouth wash was ever 
found. 

“Literally a dozen different specialists ran all kinds of tests 
and told us to go to a psychiatrist. When my mom refused 
and screamed at them that she didn’t have an eating disorder, 
they’d send her to another specialist. 

“Eventually, a cancer doctor that had already seen her a 
month before and with whom my mom had a particularly 
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nasty set of words with when he said eating disorder, called 
and asked her to come in for one more test. 

“He told us that my mom’s insistence and stalker-like 
recording of my sister’s actions had convinced him that she 
didn’t have an eating disorder, so he had sent the case to a 
number of colleagues across the country. One replied and 
suggested checking for a tumor buried deep and pushing on 
the pituitary. 

“They do a scan, which she had already had, and bam, a 
tumor the size of a quarter. 

“They biopsy it and it turns out to be a rare kind of cancer 
that doesn’t show up in any kind of test and has to be 
physically found and biopsied to be diagnosed. 

“She starts chemo the next day, as the tumor had grown from 
unnoticeable to extreme in a short time. When they looked 
back at the month+ old scans, they were able to confirm it 
was there before but appeared to be an image distortion. That 
explanation pissed me off. If a half a dozen doctors saw a 
smudge or a shadow, why did none of them redo the scan! 
And after a long road of that and radiation, she was 
eventually declared cancer free. 

“My sister would have died had my mom not been 
particularly insistent with doctors who mostly ignored her as 
a paranoid parent.” 

4) black_panther1996 wrote: 

“So my dad passed away in Nov 2020. He was a very 
religious man and a big fan of god. He had a terrible life, and 
after he passed away, I would always wonder if his soul is in 
a better place. I am a Hindu, and we have these after-death 
rituals that I never believed in. But because I cared about his 
safety after his death, I did all of them and I desperately 
wanted him to not be here with us because all his life he saw 
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only suffering and I wanted him to go away from here and 
be in a better place. This was a constant thought in my head 
for months.  

“After he passed away, he appeared in my dreams every day. 
One day after five months of his passing, I had a very vivid 
dream. A dream where I thought I was in control of. I 
remember me and him sitting down and having a heart-to-
heart conversation. One of the things I asked him was 
‘Please tell me where are you? Are you in a better place?’ 
He said, ‘I am in a better place. I am with god now.’ 

“It’s been a month and since then he has never come into my 
dream. From visiting me in my dreams every day, he 
completely disappeared after that dream. This is something 
that brings me to tears. I cannot make any sense of this and 
can’t explain this to anyone.” 

smallof2pieces write, “You wrote that he was ‘a big fan of 
god.’ I’m sorry, I can’t help but envision him ascending to 
the afterlife and he meets God and just goes total fanboy, 
‘Oh wow, God! I’m a big fan. BIG fan!’ God bless your dad, 
may he rest in peace! This image brought a smile to my 
face.” 

5) Truth_Optimism wrote, “Ok, maybe not a ‘miracle, but I 
was at a Chinese restaurant with my then-girlfriend. We 
were about to open up our fortune cookies, and I said, 
‘Watch, it’ll tell you the love of your life is right in front of 
you.’ She opened it. It said, ‘The love of your life is right 
before your eyes.’ We couldn’t get over it.”87 

 
87 Source: Guitar__Rules, “[Serious] People who feel that they have 
experienced or witnessed a miracle: what happened? Have you tried to 
rationally explain the event?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nmpwbr/serious_peopl
e_who_feel_that_they_have/ >. 
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88. “What’s Your Strangest Story When Using Public 
Transport?” 

1) Aspect-of-Death wrote, “Some dude stole my wallet and 
ran off the bus, but got stuck trying to remove his bike from 
the front rack. I chased him away. He got a cheap wallet with 
nothing it in, and I got a new Trek.” 

2) sirgog wrote: 

“This is the story of my first hangover. October 2001, so the 
second biggest news in the world was anthrax-laced 
packages being snail-mailed in the USA. 

“Got absolutely shitfaced at a friend’s birthday party. Passed 
out on the couch and woke up the next morning, ran to the 
loo and puked. 

“Then I started the stumble to the train station — and bought 
a Slurpee. The only thing I thought I could keep down. (Not 
sure of Aussie name for it — Slurpees are semi-frozen soft 
drinks). Slurpee of choice was fluorescent green. 

“Front page of the newspaper was the words ‘DON’T 
PANIC’ superimposed on a biohazard sign. 

“And then I went and projectile-vomited green Slurpee all 
over the train.” 

3) auntynell wrote, “Mine is the time a very drunk girl up the 
front pissed herself and it ran in a rivulet down the centre of 
the bus. She had a friend with her who was trying to keep 
her upright in the seat. When we got to the car parking area, 
several passengers helped move the drunk one off the bus 
while her friend got her car. Poor girl kept saying, ‘I’m 
sorry.’” 
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poopellar wrote, “I guess she was lucky the other passengers 
weren’t pissed.”88 

89. “Gay People Of Reddit, What Was The Best / Worst 
Reaction You Received To Coming Out?” 

1) erinkjean wrote: 

“I was sitting at the table, surrounded by my uncle, his 
pastor, my brothers, and the funeral director, arranging my 
father’s service. 

“We were collaborating on the obituary. My family is 
incredibly southern; I did not grow up in contact with my 
father’s side. 

“Around the table we go: Survived by brother James, sister 
Phyllis, sons Charles and Matthew, daughter Erin… oh, 
what was your husband’s name? 

“Now, my uncle had made a beautiful effort to get to know 
me as my father got sick and deteriorated. He asked after my 
family, my kids, my mom. When he made reference to my 
marriage, I let him make assumptions about gender just to 
avoid complications. 

“Everything crystallized in that moment over the obit. 

“‘What’s your husband’s name?’ 

“‘Stephanie.’ 

 
88 Source: auntynell, “What’s Your Strangest Story when using Public 
Transport?” Reddit. AskReddit. 28 May 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nmr2ns/whats_your_str
angest_story_when_using_public/ >. 
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“Pastor didn’t miss a beat, neither did funeral director. My 
brothers tell me that my uncle’s head shot up in complete 
shock. 

“Whatever he worked out for himself between that look and 
the time I was ready to check for a reaction, I will never 
know. But when I looked up for myself, he was smiling at 
me. He looked at me warmly and mouthed, ‘Not a problem.’ 

“I have a wonderful uncle.” 

2) flapeybird wrote: 

“Me, nervously: ‘I’m gay.’ 

“Mom: ‘Girl, you came out of a closet with no door.’” 

3) 9medewahdimd wrote, “Literally just ‘ok’ from like five 
people. Dunno if it was the best or the worst but it was fuckin 
one of them.” 

4) ThePunisherMax wrote: 

“When my cousin came out to me as Bi, I went, ‘Okay, cool, 
you still want that beer?’ 

“I was one of the first people he told.” 

5) mdawg93ification wrote: 

“When I first started coming out to my friends, it was too 
difficult to say, ‘I’m gay.’ First time, I said, ‘I’m like Edwin,’ 
who was another gay guy. Second time, I said, ‘I’m not 
straight.’ I then joked about how it was starting to get easier 
to tell people, and that ‘not straight’ was progress, to which 
my friend joked that next time I’ll tell someone I’m ‘not not 
gay.’ 

“Well, fast forward a year with a new roommate, and the 
topic came up. Took the opportunity and I told him, ‘Matt, 
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I’m not not gay.’ He shrugged, looked sorta confused, then 
said, ‘Soooo, you’re bi?’ 

“I just started telling people I was gay after that.” 

6) logicbeans wrote, “My sister was the best, just because I 
was so worried on how she would respond. When I told her, 
her response was, ‘Cool. Do you know when Mom is going 
to get more snacks?’” 

7) PhiloPhocion wrote: 

“What gay folks need depends on who they are where 
they’re at with it. 

“A lot of my coming-out experiences have been mostly a 
fear (thankfully) that people would treat me differently 
rather than an actual fear of being accepted. So from that, the 
reaction I wanted was basically nothing. 

“One of my favourites, on the topic, was coming out to a 
group of my guy friends in college. Basically after a night 
out, eating pizza, the question gets put to me as some form 
of ‘Fuck Marry Kill: Scarlett Johansson, Elisabeth Olsen, 
Zoe Saldana.’ 

“‘I’m not actually into women.’  

“‘Okay, Fuck Marry Kill: Chris Evans, Michael B Jordan, 
Chris Hemsworth.’ 

“But I do know that’s not the case for everyone. I have an ex 
who was in pretty rough shape when he got a similar reaction 
after coming out to his brother. For him the fear was a lot 
more based in a long-standing fear of rejection, and so to 
him, he did need some reassurance that his brother still saw 
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him as family and the ‘non-issue’ response felt like a 
dismissal of that concern.”89 

90. “What’s The Cruelest ‘Prank’ You’ve Ever Seen?” 

1) Migru_Srratum wrote: 

“My so-called ‘friends’ had my mom drop me off at a mall 
and said we would ‘hang out’ until nearing my bedtime. 
Mind you, this was back when there were pagers and before 
there were cell phones. So I asked my friends when we are 
going back home because my mom had talked to their 
mothers about someone dropping me off home. My parents 
both worked. 

“Anyways my so-called ‘friends’ left and I was a 12-year-
old lost kid in a mall with no parent. 

“Luckily, one of the male school bullies saw me and was 
like, ‘Oi, nerd, what’re you doing late?’ and I just broke 
down crying. 

“Kid just dropped the bullying and went, ‘Oi, oi, oi, what 
happened?’ and according to my parents I just blabbered 
everything out and he told me to wait until he found a phone 
and paged my dad while calling his mom and telling her 
what happened. Needless to say they got a frantic father 
going, ‘What the hell happened?’ and the girls said they told 
their mom that I saw my uncle and left with him. But to be 
honest, the bully and I became best of friends. 

 
89 Source: RedditorYT, “Gay people of Reddit, what was the best/worst 
reaction you received to coming out?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 May 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/npjn03/gay_people_of
_reddit_what_was_the_bestworst/ >. 
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“Edit: My parents thought I was kidnapped when they called 
my uncle, who said he hadn’t been on shift in that area.” 

Hereforthekinkyshit commented, “That was an awesome 
character development there.” 

RisuAlt commented, “This went in a surprisingly 
wholesome direction.” 

2) Writing about a prank in which she was invited to a non-
existent party, Asifdude wrote:  

“I was dating a dude who lived near Los Angeles, and I lived 
in Oceanside. There was a party at like 9pm, so I took the 
train out and got there at 8pm. This was before cellphones. I 
used the pay phone to call him and he said he was heading 
to the train station. 

“At 11 the trains stopped running, and I didn’t have money 
for a return ticket — he had told me that he was going to 
drive me home and spend the next say with his mom, who 
lived in Oceanside. The security guard bought me a ticket 
home, and when I got home by 1am, I had a bunch of AIM 
[AOL Instant Messenger] messages on my computer from 
him, and he had blocked me on everything. He went straight 
to his mom’s, and they both thought it was hilarious I was so 
stupid. 

“To be fair, I was hella stupid. Dude claimed he knew Trent 
Reznor. Lmao.” 

punkrockerducker wrote, “That security guard was your 
guardian angel. Who knows what could have happened to 
you?”90 

 
90 Source: Ghost_of_Society, “What’s the cruelest ‘prank’ you’ve ever 
seen?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 June 2021 < 
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91. “Who Is The Most Famous Person You’ve Spoken 
To?” 

1) Civil-LIbrarin-7385 wrote, “This is bizarre, but I once 
met Robert De Niro whilst taking a piss in a pub toilet in a 
small village in Buckinghamshire UK called The Lee. (Place 
where they also filmed episodes of Midsomer Murders, 
which is kind of a popular show in the UK.) Anyway, there 
was a village type fete going on and I popped into the pub to 
go to the toilet. As I was taking a piss, someone stood next 
to me to take a piss as well and I just happened to glance to 
the side for a second and thought, ‘The side of that guy’s 
face fucking looks like Robert De Niro.’ As I zipped up and 
turned, I glanced again and thought, ‘That is fucking Robert 
De Niro,’ so I went to wash my hands all the while thinking 
I need to talk to Robert De Niro but how can I in a fucking 
pub toilet? I washed my hands like three times waiting for 
him to finish pissing in the hope to get some form of 
conversation from him. He come over and washed his hands 
whilst having a slight smirk look on his face knowing I’d 
washed my hands three times after taking a piss just so I 
could say hello. He’s obviously been in this type of situation 
before. Suddenly with our hands wet and dripping, we both 
looked towards the hand dryer and back again. I said, ‘You 
can go first, mate,’ and I think he said something along the 
lines of ‘Cheers, kid.’ (I was 35 at the time so I was not a kid 
but I didn’t care because it was fucking Robert De Niro.)” 

2) TeddyBearRoosevelt wrote: 

“I was seeing a Broadway show with my mom in 1992. At 
intermission she found me in the downstairs lobby and 
excitedly said, ‘I just saw Meryl Streep in the bathroom.’ 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/npx0wj/whats_the_cru
elest_prank_youve_ever_seen/ >. 
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“I said, ‘Please tell me you didn’t say anything to her and 
you just left her alone.’ 

“She said, ‘I was very good, and didn’t say anything. Look, 
here she comes now.’ 

“And I said, ‘I’m glad you didn’t say anything to her … 
because that’s Glenn Close.’” 

3) officerpaper wrote: 

“I had an uncle (husband of my blood-relative aunt) who met 
Bill Murray at a country club during Thanksgiving. Every 
year my uncle and his brother would do a game where they 
would weigh themselves before and after their meals, and 
whoever gained more weight would win $50 from the loser. 

“This year his brother was not able to make it to 
thanksgiving, but in the locker room as my uncle was 
weighing himself, he ran into Bill Murray. They struck up a 
conversation and my uncle told him about the game where 
he and his brother weigh themselves before and after their 
meals. Bill Murray laughed and thought this idea sounded 
fun, and agreed to take his brother’s place. My uncle was 
understandably excited and told everyone at the table that he 
was weighing himself with Bill Murray this year. 

“At some point during the meal, after walking back from the 
bathroom, he stopped by Bill Murray’s table. He asked Bill 
how he was doing and if he felt good about his odds of 
winning the competition. Bill Murray just looked up at him 
from his seat and said, ‘Who are you?’ 

“My uncle still gets a kick out of it today.” 

thitmeo commented, “Bill Murray, country club, locker 
room with random uncle. Thanksgiving, Eating Contest. It’s 
Caddyshack 4: The Stuffening.” 
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AccountToVent_92 commented, “Bill Murray is my answer, 
too. He randomly showed up at one of our football games in 
college back in 2011 (I was in the marching band), and he 
‘conducted’ a song for us after the game and took pictures 
with each section of the band. He has absolutely no 
connection to our university, or the opposing one, so we 
were all super confused as to why he was even there. (It was 
a home game for us, and the college I went to is in the middle 
of nowhere upstate NY.) But he was super chill, if not a little 
eccentric (but aren’t most celebrities?).” 

Firstnamecody responded: 

“‘We were all super confused.’ 

“Pretty sure this is his goal in life.” 

4) Ben-Stanley wrote: 

“Not sure if this counts, but Charles Schulz, the creator of 
the Peanuts comics, was a big idol of mine when I was in 
middle and high school, and I was obsessed with his work 
after doing a huge research project about his life. When I was 
16, I was in a production of the musical You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown and right before the performance, they 
announced that Schulz’s daughter, Amy, was in the 
audience, along with three of his grandkids and his first (and 
only at the time) great-grandson. I was freaking out at the 
idea that I was about to perform a musical for the Schulz 
estate. 

“Right after the show, I went out to meet them in the 
audience and expressed how much I admired Amy’s father 
and the impact he had on my life. She was amazed because 
she didn’t think people my age cared much about his work, 
and thought that his legacy had really lingered only with 
older generations, but here I was saying I knew everything 
about his life and work and was honored to meet them. At 
the end of our conversation, she asked for my mailing 
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address so she could send me some autographed books and 
other merch. It was one of the coolest experiences of my 
life.” 

5) Voxael wrote: 

“Amy Lee from Evanescence. 

“I was working first aid at a gig, and she came out after the 
show and started chatting to us while we were waiting for 
the venue to empty out and get the all-clear to pack up our 
post. 

“She was genuinely shocked to learn I was only 15 or 16 and 
gave me a hug for all my work helping their fans.” 

youcancallmet wrote: 

“I need to share a story about Amy Lee because I still feel 
guilty to this day. In 2003, I was an intern for a radio station 
and Evanescence was a headliner at our radio-fest. I was 
working the broadcast tent and she was doing a Q&A with 
the crowd and one girl asked her a question: if she could get 
a hug from her. Amy said, ‘Sure — just hang by the side of 
the stage and I’ll come say hi when I’m done.’ The Q&A ran 
long and the band had to rush backstage to get ready to 
perform and my boss told me to tell the people waiting to ask 
questions that it was over. I told the girl waiting for the hug 
that Amy had to leave and off she went into the crowd of 
thousands in tears. Then a minute later Amy came up to me 
and asked, ‘Where is she?’ I said I thought she had to go so 
I told her to leave. She said, ‘Oh, no! I really wanted to meet 
her!’ and she seemed so genuine. I felt awful. 

“To the young girl at the Hartford show in 2003, I’m sorry! 
I was just an intern. :( She really wanted to hug you.” 

6) lostintime wrote, “I worked at Dodger Stadium selling 
beer for the 2018 World Series. Conan O’Brien calls me over 
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and bought a couple of beers. Looked at him and said, ‘Well, 
I guess I don’t need to check your ID.’ He said, ‘That’s 
sweet,’ and chuckled. He tipped me $10, too.” 

7) IUsedTheRandomizer wrote: 

“Bono. He was in town for TIFF [Toronto International Film 
Festival] and came into the restaurant I worked at because 
we had a back room that could be closed off. He, I assume 
his manager, and four absolute smokeshows [seriously 
beautiful women] arranged to eat during our closed period 
between lunch and dinner so they wouldn’t be bothered too 
much and also wouldn’t interfere with our business hours. I 
was the bartender so I really only brought a couple bottles of 
water to the table and asked if he needed anything but he was 
extremely gracious about it all. The server went on and on 
about how nice he was to him. 

“Funnily enough, Madonna wanted to eat there as well, and 
her manager was giving the hostess a hard time. Near as I 
can remember the exchange went like so: 

“Manager: ‘I have a VIP who needs you to clear out your 
back room and make sure it stays clear until she’s finished.’ 

“Host: ‘I would, ma’am, but there’s someone dining back 
there right now whom I can’t ask to move.’ 

“Manager: ‘Do you know who you’re talking to? This is 
Madonna’s agent. You need to clear that room immediately.’ 

“Host: ‘It’s Bono.’ 

“Manager: Well, I guess he’s all right.’” 

8) Medical_Spy wrote, “Ooh, the Weasley twins. Made a 
fool of myself by running into a post in front of them. They 
definitely saw.” 



 201 

 
9) v1ct0r326 wrote, “Late 1997 at a bar in Florida, some 
friends and I go to a punk show. I’m sitting at the bar waiting 
for the band to start and I decide to engage the guy next to 
me (I recognized him but didn’t want to go all manic fanboy) 
about what he was doing there. He was acting as the tour 
manager. After the show my friends and I are waiting for a 
ride outside when the singer of the band and my new 
conversation partner come outside. My friends all mob the 
singer for autographs and ol’ boy just stands back with a 
huge smile, probably because he’s relieved he isn’t getting 
mobbed. I walk up tell him it was nice meeting him and we 
go our separate ways. My friends ask me why I was talking 
to the tour manager and I finally can’t contain it anymore 
and inform them that yeah, it was cool seeing the singer 
(former Misfits guitarist Bobby Steele), but I was talking to 
Joey Ramone.” 

Dave_Paker commented, “Weird! Joey Ramone has got to 
be the most conspicuous motherfucker of all time.” 

10) FriggleDickle wrote, “Not to brag, but when I was a kid 
I met Santa Claus at the mall.” 

11) ShotSkiByMyself wrote: 

“Stephen Tyler (frontman for Aerosmith) 

“His kids (and Joe Perry’s and Brad Whitford’s kids) went 
to school with my brother, and when my mom and I picked 
my brother up from Stephen Tyler’s kid’s birthday party at 
his house, we got to talk to him and Liv Tyler. 

“Joe Perry’s kid would wear a tux to school because he really 
liked James Bond. 

“The first time my mother met Stephen Tyler at my brother’s 
karate demonstration, she thought he was really poor 
because he was wearing rags. She’d been to Aerosmith 
concerts. After she talked to him for a while, another mother 



 202 

 
ran up to her and asked what it was like to talk to him, and 
my mom refused to believe he was famous. Tyler is his stage 
name, and he’d introduced himself by his real name. 

“His house was bonkers (when he lived in Marshfield, MA). 
It was in the woods, but a bunch of trees had been cut off 8-
10 feet up, and the stumps had been carved into bears. His 
barn had shingles shaped like feathers, and the peak had 
shingles that flowed into an eagle’s head.” 

CoachGary commented, “I went to grade school with Brad 
Whitford’s son, we were kind of friends, I went over their 
house once. I remember asking him why his dad liked 
astronauts so much — he had three silver astronaut statues 
sitting on their bookshelf. He told me that somebody gave 
them to him and shrugged it off like it was nothing. They 
were MTV VMA awards.” 

12) nervousnelly2332 wrote: 

“Adam Sandler. My husband, three kids, and I were newly 
living in SoCal and my son wanted to see the Hollywood 
sign. We get there and it’s crowded and the stroller won’t 
really be a great option so we turn around and head to 3rd 
Street promenade and the Santa Monica pier. 

“We park in a random mall garage and head towards the 
promenade. We have to stop to make a baby bottle and get 
hot water from a coffee shop so the bottle is warm. My 
husband is feeding the baby and I’m playing with the two 
older kids. Suddenly, my husband gets a weird look on his 
face and won’t tell me what’s wrong. He shows me his phone 
where he typed, ‘I’m pretty sure that’s Adam Sandler,’ and 
he nods to a guy sitting nearby with an old flip phone, 
basketball shorts, a crazy hoodie and sunglasses on. 

“My kids move to a different table nearby and my oldest 
creates a game and Adam Sandler is just giggling watching 
them play. We finish feeding the baby and start to walk 
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away, debating saying hi. I forced my husband to say hi 
because he loves him and the kids and I waited back. 

“Adam Sandler fist bumps him, tells him he has a wonderful 
family and tells the kids and me to come over for a picture. 
We take one, walk away and my son says, ‘Who was that?’ 
And we said, ‘He’s a comedian, not in movies you’ve seen. 
His name is Adam Sandler,’ and our son says, ‘You mean 
the one who plays Dracula in Hotel Transylvania?’ Which 
was their favorite movie at the time. We’ve always kicked 
ourselves for not telling my son before saying hi. He loves 
telling people he made Adam Sandler laugh!”91 

92. “What Is A Memory Where Your Parents Told You 
Something As A Kid And You Grew Up Only To Realize 
They Were Lying?” 

1) jtruffles wrote, “My two-year-old pet balloon Loony went 
to the balloon doctor every few weeks to have a checkup. It 
was only a few weeks ago that I discovered that there’s no 
such thing as a balloon doctor, and my parents would just go 
and replace him every few weeks. Loony (the last one) is still 
buried in my backyard. I wonder how many Loonys I 
actually had.” 

2) vorchlivyipo wrote, “When your wound stings after it’s 
rubbed with an alcohol wipe, it’s because the evil infection 
is dying and biting you out of anger.” 

Mq94 commented, “Wait, my mum always said that if a 
wound stung when I sprayed disinfectant on it, it meant it 
was still infected and I had to spray it every few hours until 

 
91 Source: ASAP-_-Killerr, “Who is the most famous person you’ve 
spoken to?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/npvjlm/who_is_the_m
ost_famous_person_youve_spoken_to/ >. 
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it didn’t sting anymore. Are you telling me I’ve been lied to 
this whole time?” 

3) spiderpigparker wrote, “My dad told us mushrooms 
would go back into the ground if it was loud when we were 
hunting for them. Found out he just wanted quiet time in the 
woods. Thought it was true for way too long.” 

4) Marquetan wrote: 

“I have my dad to thank for my existence today. 

“He would always check to make sure my drinks weren’t 
poisoned by taking the first few huge swigs!” 

RobtheGreat100 commented, “My mom did this with my 
juice boxes because I’d end up squeezing a little bit of the 
juice out upon being given it.” 

5) spliffwizard wrote: 

“I smoked a joint when I was 11, went home throwing up, 
left a bit of the joint in a cigarette packet and didn’t notice it 
fell out of my pocket as I was puking on the couch. My dad 
pretended to be on the phone to a nurse in front of me and 
was like, ‘Oh, it sounds like an allergy to THC? You 
wouldn’t have smoked any weed, would you?’ I started to 
panic and owned up, crying. 

“Found out I wasn’t allergic to THC three years later and 
have smoked it since.” 

Mq94 asked, “So you were smoking both cigarettes and 
weed at 11?” 

spliffwizard answered, “Yes I tried cigs at 11, too.” 

6) c0mad0r wrote: 

“‘You weren’t a mistake; you were wanted.’ 
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“Years later from Dad: ‘We used foam and a condom. I was 
so pissed.’” 

Revolutionary-Spy commented, “Depending on the time and 
place, abortions were legal. You became wanted at some 
point.”92 

93. “What’s The Kindest Thing A Stranger Has Ever 
Done For You?” 

Yellobrix wrote: 

“My husband and I were on vacation. Locked out of our car 
— a Honda — on the side of the highway, had just finished 
eating breakfast. Keys and wallet in the car. I waited while 
he walked to a Honda dealership we could see from the 
Waffle House parking lot, to ask if they could find out our 
key code and cut another. 

“Meanwhile, a very sketchy-looking fellow walked up to 
me, asked if I was locked out. Honestly, this guy felt actually 
dangerous to me. He leaned on the door and picked the lock 
without ever looking down. Just his hand and wrist working 
with a tool. He said, ‘There you go,’ and disappeared.” 

2) Holiday_Newspaper_29 wrote, “I had accidentally left 
my handbag containing my passport, cards, cash, etc., on a 
seat at the airport. I realised it only after leaving the terminal. 
I ran back there as quickly as possible and was met at the 
same seat by a man holding the purse who had seen me leave 
it and waited for me to return. I was so grateful.” 

 
92 Source: susieq984, “What is a memory where your parents told you 
something as a kid and you grew up only to realize they were lying?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 7 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nu3m0e/what_is_a_me
mory_where_your_parents_told_you/ >. 
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3) Kinda_oblivious_ wrote, “A cashier told me that she liked 
my shirt. I wear it everywhere now.” 

4) Motenzite wrote, “I was delivering pizzas for Domino’s 
and I had to deliver to the opposite side of town. On my way 
back to the store, my truck died. I was still a long ways from 
Domino’s. I called the store and told them what happened 
and then this man whose house I broke down in front of 
jumpstarted my truck, but I only got down the street. He saw 
that and drove to me and jumped me again. He said he’d 
follow me until like I got home. He followed me and jumped 
my truck about seven times before I was home and able to 
use my sister’s car for the remainder of my shift. He really 
help me a lot that day. Thank you, Arturo.” 

5) UpbeatCheerleader wrote: 

“I was struggling through college, had maybe $30 in my 
account and REALLY needed gas. (I commuted 25 miles to 
campus every day.) I pull in and it’s full, but a guy waves 
me down to pull in behind him. He says, ‘Hey, I bought more 
than I needed so there’s about $10 of gas still on there.’ 

“I almost started crying, because that got me almost four 
gallons of gas. It really helped me out in a bad time, and I’m 
forever grateful.” 

6) Phantomtastic wrote, “Pulled me back up when I fell off 
a cliff.” 

Phantomtastic added, “A bunch of us were spending the day 
hiking in a park. It has lots of trails through canyons. There 
was a long downhill stretch through a ravine and my friends 
started running. I was the last one and slow, so they 
disappeared down the trail. I was running to catch up and I 
tripped on a root or rock. I went straight but the trail turned 
to the left and over the side I went. I was caught by some 
bushes a few feet down. I tried to push myself up, but I 
couldn’t get any leverage. Every time I tried to push myself 
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up more branches broke and I went down further. Some guy, 
I’m not even sure I saw his face, happened by and grabbed 
me and pulled me up. That saved me from falling down 
another 10 or 15 feet to the rocks below.” 

7) Genderless_freak06 wrote, “One night I was being 
followed. (It was about 6pm in the beginning of December 
so it was pretty dark.) I was walking home from school as I 
had after-school that day. I was planning on getting 
something from the deli a couple of blocks away from my 
house so I was taking a bit of a different route than usual. I 
noticed a man behind me, but I couldn’t shake him. I guess 
he noticed that I knew he was there because he yelled at me 
to stop. I went to the closest deli and told the cashier what 
was happening. He kept me in the back for a few minutes. 
He gave me a sandwich, chips, and a drink for free, and then 
he walked me home.” 

Xellith commented, “My mum has a similar story, but s 
nobody was there to help. She got REALLY lucky. She 
basically noticed someone was following after coming out 
of her cleaning job, so she turned into a random house’s 
garden, walked to the door and started to get her key out. The 
guy turned around and walked away.” 

8) StaticShOT wrote, “This was in Korea late at like 2am. I 
went to a convenience store that I’ve frequently gone in with 
my ex. The nighttime worker recognizes me and says, ‘I miss 
seeing that girl you were always with,’ but I just wanted to 
leave asap because I didn’t want to be reminded of my ex. I 
asked for a pack of cigs, she checked my ID (yes, even if 
they know you, they still need to always check your ID), and 
I paid and left. After I had taken about six steps outside. the 
lady comes out and says, ‘Hey, happy birthday!’ and handed 
me a mango ice-cream bar. She saw my birthday, which was 
in fact that day, probably when she saw my ID. On my walk 
back home, I started eating the ice-cream bar and cried a bit 
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as that was one of kindest things someone as done for me. I 
didn’t even open the pack of cigs in the end.” 

9) Aggressive_Relief_70 wrote, “When I was working at a 
nursing home for a 8.45/hour pay … well, I was paying for 
school and other shit so I’d eat once a day and one morning 
I’m starving to death, one of the CNA’s bought me a 
McDonald’s sandwich. I was really grateful for it.” 

10) dyelocin wrote, “I dropped my phone into a drain on the 
street, and a stranger went into the manhole to retrieve it for 
me.” 

11) ana-neemous wrote, “When I was about 13, I was riding 
my bike to swim practice, in the cycle lane on the main street 
through town at about 7am. A car drove really close to me, 
and I swerved so as to not get hit and then fell off my bike. 
About 15 adults just appeared out of nowhere to make sure I 
was okay. I’d hit my head, my helmet had come off 
afterwards and was broken, and I was bleeding on my hands, 
forearms, elbows, knees, and forehead. Everyone stayed 
with me while people called the ambulance and my parents; 
one of the guys fixed my bike for me, a woman bought me a 
bottle of water and food from the cafe across the road, and 
another guy offered to take my bike home for me if it didn’t 
fit in my parents’ car. Where I lived wasn’t the greatest area, 
and it definitely wasn’t somewhere where you would walk 
alone at night, but the kids were always very much 
protected.” 

12) [deleted] wrote, “I was driving with my ex in the winter 
in the middle of nowhere and I hit a patch of ice and drove 
into a snowbank and got the car stuck. A car full of really 
young dudes, like late teens or early 20s, was driving behind 
us and they helped us get unstuck.” 

13) sexydangernoodle wrote: 



 209 

 
“Went to a liquor store to get a sixpack for my girlfriend and 
me. My card got declined and the guy behind me offered to 
buy the sixpack for me. When I politely declined, he said, 
‘Son, don’t be a pussy. Accept a stranger’s help. Go get a 
case!’ 

“So I did and I was pretty happy, my girlfriend and I were 
broke as fuck and wanted a little nice thing for the weekend 
with our last $20. 

“I remember this kind act nearly 10 years later.” 

14) stitchmidda2 wrote: 

“Roughly four years ago, I was having a really tough time in 
life. I had just escaped my abusive parents, gotten involved 
in an abusive relationship with someone, and was pregnant 
and homeless. I had just bought my own house (much 
cheaper than renting, house was a foreclosure) but had used 
every penny I had to get it and get it to a point where I could 
live in it just so I’d have somewhere safe for my baby to be. 
Unfortunately, my baby was born sick and I was put into 
massive debt trying to find out what was wrong with him. 
He was going to the doctor every three-four days at $187 a 
pop, was hospitalized for a while, and needed special 
formula that ran me nearly $300 a month. WIC wouldn’t 
help me with formula because they didn’t supply the kind he 
needed. Fun. I also was getting only 75% pay at work 
because I was off for maternity leave, which was by law a 
minimum of six weeks and my company policy is they only 
pay 75% of your normal pay for it. 

“Anyways, it got so bad to the point that I was eating only 
once a day and couldn’t afford to heat my house that winter 
so I just heated the bedroom and we both spent all our time 
in there together. I was working two jobs just to keep our 
heads above water, paying for bills with change I had saved 
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up for years, and selling any personal items I had that had 
any value. 

“It was Christmas time and I took my son to walk around the 
mall just to get out and do something. I had zero dollars to 
buy anything or get a picture with Santa. We stopped at this 
candy store and they had one of those giant rainbow lollipops 
that are like the size of your head. I gave it to my son to hold 
and got an amazing picture of him holding it which is still 
framed on my wall today. When I had to take it away, he 
cried and I wanted to buy it but I didn’t have $5 to pay for it. 
I felt so horrible and had a breakdown especially because I 
couldn’t afford to get him anything for Christmas and I felt 
like I was such a horrible person and failing him. 

“Vented to the abyss of people on the internet and suddenly 
people all over were offering to help me. I refused at first, 
but some people were so insistent that I just let it happen. 
Dozens of people sent me toys, clothes, gift cards, and 
coupons for my son’s special formula, etc. I still have a 
picture of him sitting in his mountain of gifts. We are doing 
much better now. It gets a little easier every year. And now 
every year we donate a mountain of gifts to children in need 
as a thank you for it being done to us when we needed it. 

“Also, my son is in perfect health now. He got a clean bill 
about five months after he was born and his liver issues were 
fixed.” 

15) cheezburga69 wrote, “So this was 12 years ago. I had 
taken my girlfriend out to Waffle House and I was pretty low 
on cash. When the waitress came up I said, ‘Hey, look, I only 
have like 15 bucks so let me know when I get close. My 
girlfriend ordered and had already put it over $15 and I just 
got something small. I don’t even remember what it was. 
There was a nice guy behind me who talked to the waitress 
and said, ‘Look, whatever he got over that I’ll pay.’ (I’m 
white and he was black.) I of course thanked him because 
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I’ve never seen or heard anybody be so kind as to do that. 
When the bill came it was $19.57 he actually came to my 
table and took it up to the front and paid it for me. I thanked 
him profusely and offered to wash his car for repayment. He 
politely declined and bid me a good night. I have never 
witnessed generosity towards a stranger at that level. I will 
never forget what that man did for me.” 

16) Stayathomedadof6 wrote, “Someone paid for my 
groceries just because. I had all my kids with me and an 
elderly couple thought that was cool to see a dad with so 
many kids at the grocery store having fun. We exchanged 
some witty banter each time we would pass each other in the 
aisles. When we went to check-out, he was waiting there. He 
said I would like to pay for your groceries. It was over 300 
dollars. I couldn’t thank him enough, and to this day it has 
had such a positive impact on me.” 

17) Zurocko3 wrote: 

“I ordered a burger and fries at a spot across from my work. 
I reached for my wallet in my back pocket, only to realize I 
left it in my locker. I apologized and got ready to make the 
walk of shame, when a guy behind me said, ‘I’ve got you, 
dude. We’ve all been there.’ 

“It was only $7, but he had no idea how much I needed that 
random act of kindness that day.”93 

 
93 Source: DatedTVReference, “What’s the kindest thing a stranger has 
ever done for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nu2h6a/whats_the_kin
dest_thing_a_stranger_has_ever_done/ >. 
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94. “Ladies, What’s A Moment Of Solidarity You Have 
Felt With Another Women Who Was A Stranger?” 

1) janeke31 wrote: 

“I was taking a walk in my neighborhood when a man was 
driving by and slowed down beside me. He rolled down his 
window and began asking me questions. ‘Are you married?’ 
‘Do you have a boyfriend?’ I was uncomfortably answering 
his questions, but once he got to the fourth one, I thought 
‘Okay, that’s more than enough. Tell this creep off!’ Just as 
I was about to answer, a young girl popped into view from 
the passenger’s seat. (I hadn’t seen her previously.) She 
couldn’t have been more than six years old. She told this 
guy, ‘STOP BOTHERING THIS WOMAN, SHE DON’T 
WANT YOU!’ It was amazing. 

“From then on I knew if a child could speak up for me, a 
complete stranger, I can speak up for others in need.” 

Fecund_Sweet commented: 

“It kills me that men think of us only in terms of the property 
of other men. They don’t ask if we’re interested, they ask if 
we belong to another guy. I hate how many times I’ve used 
that lie to get a guy to fuck off, because I knew saying ‘Fuck 
off’ wouldn’t be enough. 

“Also, what a bad little bitch! She made my day.” 

2) OhioInTheWinter wrote: 

“I was behind a mom and her baby in line at Panera. She 
asked the employee to toast her bagel a second time because 
the first time barely did anything. 

“She turned around and said to me apologetically, ‘I’m so 
sorry to do that. I didn’t want you to have to wait longer.’ 
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“I was in no hurry at all, and I said, ‘No worries — you are 
allowed to have your bagel the way you want it!’ 

“She looked surprisingly moved and she was like, ‘Thank 
you for telling me that.’ It was a nice moment.” 

3) rudebish wrote, “There is no greater solidarity between 
women than in a bathroom at a bar. I’m telling you, that is 
the most positive group ever. I remember this one woman 
was feeling a bit down on her outfit and another woman who 
overheard her conversation, stopped her and said, ‘Listen up, 
girlfriend — you are wearing the hell out of that dress’ and 
everyone, myself included, applauded and agreed. We all 
stood around and chatted with her for a bit, then left, and 
everyone was yelling, ‘WORK IT, GIRL!’ It was awesome.” 

WorstPiesInLondon commented, “I saw a post where a 
woman was at the sink in a bar bathroom and said to her 
friend, ‘I think I’m gonna text my ex,’ and there was a 
resounding chorus from all the stalls (filled with strangers) 
‘DO NOT TEXT YOUR EX!’ and I have never wanted so 
badly for a story to be true.” 

4) zombiemommy wrote: 

“I was on the trolley home after a very long day of work 
reading a book (French Women Don’t Get Fat, which breaks 
down a lot of cultural nuance of French lifestyle and its 
approach to food).I thought it was an interesting view into 
another culture but YMMV [Your Mileage May Vary]) and 
a man asked me in this derisive way why the fuck I was 
reading that. 

“Before I could even formulate a response, the older lady sat 
next to me looked up from her crochet and snapped at him 
that I could read whatever the fuck I want and to leave me 
alone.” 
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“I don’t know how I would have responded to him, but her 
response was perfect so I smiled and thanked her and went 
back to reading. She angrily crocheted at him until he got off 
two stops later.” 

5) AthensBashens wrote: 

“This one isn’t profound like some of the other stories, but I 
love it. I was at a friend’s party, and while I was getting food, 
a woman asked me how I knew the hosts, and a couple small-
talk questions. Then she was like ‘Okay! This is weird but I 
have to ask. I just bought that exact same dress from H&M 
last week, and I didn’t try it on at the store, but when I tried 
it on at home, it’s like see-through. But it doesn’t look see-
through on you?’ 

“Me: ‘Oh, yeah, it’s totally see-through! I’m wearing a nude 
bra and these knock off Spanx from Target,’ and I pulled my 
bra strap out and lifted the skirt so she could see the shorts. 

“She was like ‘Wow, thanks so much! I was telling my 
boyfriend I wanted to ask you about it, and he said it’s too 
weird to ask a stranger about her underwear.’ 

“Me: ‘It wasn’t weird! I just showed a stranger my 
underwear!’ 

“It was such a silly interaction, but I felt so comfortable 
talking to her.”94 

 
94 Source: ailene123, “Ladies what’s a moment of solidarity you have 
felt with another women who was a stranger?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 
June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nvzxgf/ladies_whats_
a_moment_of_solidarity_you_have_felt/ >. 
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95. “What’s The Best Experience You’ve Had Seeing A 
Film In The Theater / Cinema?” 

1) Dragonfire13 wrote, “One afternoon when I was about 
five years old, my babysitter took my older brother (seven-
ish) and I to go see The Digimon Movie. There was nobody 
else in the theater but us, so my brother and I spent the 
entirety of the trailers just running up and down the stairs; 
then we danced around when the opening song of the film 
came on. It’s been about twenty years and I’ve still never 
had more fun going to the movies.” 

2) Gadough wrote: 

“Nothing exceptional, but a memory I still carry with me 
because of the perfect timing. 

“Paranormal Activity midnight showing. Mostly packed 
theater. 

“Date and time appears on screen as it often does in those 
movies; dead silence on screen and in the theater. 

“Guy in the back, speaking loudly: ‘On my fuckin’ birthday, 
seriously?’” 

sodamnsleepy commented, “I’ve watched Paranormal 
Activity 4 (?) in the cinema. There was a blond girl jumping 
into the camera and a guy beside me got so scared he almost 
jumped on his girlfriend’s legs.” 

3) Slice_Of_Carrot_Cake wrote: 

“My best experience at the cinema is when I was the only 
one there! It was a 10-screen cinema and the only other 
person in the place was the guy who sold me my ticket. 

“I spent the trailers trying every seat to find the perfect spot. 
Where I’m from, it’s rude to make noise in the cinema, but 
as it was only me, I saw fit to gasp at the dramatic bits and 
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yell at character deaths. I’d had enough money to get a large 
popcorn and crunched my way through it. All in all, I had a 
great time.” 

4) PhilosophyPhanatic wrote: 

“I was studying abroad in Thailand, and I went to this really 
dope theater in Bangkok. My friend and I wanted to see a 
movie, so we randomly selected Long Shot with Charlize 
Theron and Seth Rogen. 

“Only one other guy was in the theater. He was a Thai native 
and probably around 50. He was shaking with laughter and 
was SO LOUD during the entire movie. 

“Movie was ok, but the man was absolutely hysterical. Will 
definitely go down as my greatest movie experience of all 
time.” 

5) wingthing wrote, “My dad always talked about seeing 
Star Wars in theater and how everyone went nuts when Luke 
blew up the Death Star. I’ve experienced something like that 
only twice. When I saw Lord of the Rings in theaters, people 
cheered when Aragorn cut the head off the Uruk-hai leader 
at the end of the first movie. The second time was Endgame. 
Captain American picked up the hammer, and I thought the 
roof was going to come off the theater. I know some people 
hate cheering, but it was great. It was a theater full of people 
just as emotionally invested in a story as you were. It felt 
amazing.” 

_The_Room commented: 

“When I got to pay for my ticket to see Star Wars, I realized 
that I had put my money in my back pocket, which was full 
of holes. I was trying not to cry (early teens) and the theater 
owner just tells the cashier to let me in anyway and says, 
‘Kid, you really gotta see this movie.’ 
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“It was crazy, partially because it was such a revolutionary 
movie for its time and partially because I was the perfect age 
to see it.” 

6) sweetfumblebee wrote, “My mom watched The Fog back 
in the 1980s. She went by herself to a midnight showing. She 
always watches all the credits, so everyone left before her. 
When she left out the back of the building, it was just her car 
in the parking lot and fog everywhere.” 

7) Waa_Baa_Kee wrote: 

“Went to see Noah with ex-girlfriend. We were super baked 
and just wanted to see a movie. Didn’t know it was religious. 

“She starts laughing during a serious scene during the 
beginning and can’t stop because she’s super high. At first 
I’m a little embarrassed, but then I start laughing at her 
laughing. We go on for what felt like 10 minutes trying so 
hard to hold it in, but the fact that we shouldn’t be laughing 
was making us laugh harder. 

“We ended up leaving 20 minutes into the movie. Best time 
at a theater hands down.” 

8) Staliaaan wrote, “The movie was horrible but during the 
Assassins Creed movie a guy jumped from his seat, angrily 
threw his 3D-Glasses on the floor, stomped on them and 
stormed out. But I honestly don’t think anyone was 
shocked.” 

9) kelsiewest11 wrote, “I went and watched It: Chapter Two 
by myself. In the scene where grown-up Beverly is visiting 
her old house, and the old lady turns into that creepy, yet 
fully nude, demon thing, the kid next to me busts out 
laughing. Like full on, tears streaming down his face, bent 
over in his seat laughing. The scene didn’t scare me, and his 
laughter sent me into a fit of laughter, too. Both of us, total 
strangers, were laughing so hard at this one specific scene. 
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He had to leave the theater to collect himself before coming 
back. He kept randomly giggling throughout the rest of the 
movie, which kept me giggling. Afterwards, he came up to 
me and apologized for disrupting the movie and I assured 
him that he made it so much better.”95 

96. “What Scared You In Childhood That Is Not Scary 
Now?” 

vicxtoriaqian1234 wrote: 

“The idea that I’d one day have boobs growing on my chest 
and I’d have to deal with them. 

“It’s not scary now because it seems that childhood 
prediction was false.”96 

97. What Random Stranger Has Had The Biggest Impact 
On Your Life?” 

katewastoolate wrote: 

1) “I was struggling with my toddler having a meltdown in 
the middle of the store. My husband was working and going 
to school full-time, so I had very little help from him at the 
time. I was so exhausted and felt like a failure as a mom 
because I was so overwhelmed. 

 
95 Source: Defiant_Nobody4928, “What’s the best experience you’ve 
had seeing a film in the theater/cinema?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 June 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nwnm9t/whats_the_bes
t_experience_youve_had_seeing_a_film/ >. 
96 Source: Old_Display_3209, “What scared you in childhood that is 
not scary now?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nxbhdo/what_scared_y
ou_in_childhood_that_is_not_scary_now/ >. 
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“A little old lady came and put her hand on my daughter’s 
hand and said, ‘Settle down, sweetheart. Your mama is doing 
the best she can. You’re lucky to have her.’ I think she was 
so surprised at being approached by a stranger that she did 
settle down. 

“The woman gave me a kind smile and said, ‘It gets easier,’ 
and then continued on her way. That was five years ago, and 
I still think about her occasionally.” 

tnannie commented: 

“Son was having a tantrum at an IKEA. A lady walked up to 
my toddler son and said, ‘If you’re not going to be nice to 
your mom, maybe you should come with me.’ 

“He shook his head and stopped his tantrum. If I could find 
her today, I’d hug her. 

“PS: Taking toddlers to IKEA is a bad plan.” 

2) glasssowhine wrote, “If I thought about it for a while, I 
could probably think of a time where a stranger had a bigger 
impact on me, but yesterday I had a nice interaction so I’ll 
share that. Earlier in the day I was at the gynecologist getting 
an IUD [Intra-Uterine Device] inserted, and long story short 
it was a terrible experience and I went home in tremendous 
pain, like I got home and was throwing up and then was 
bedridden for the day. Then I got into a fight with my sister 
so she ended up not making any dinner for us. So I went to 
Panera and all the hormones were making me cry 
uncontrollably in the drive-thru. The woman working could 
tell I was crying, so she put a cookie in my bag free of charge 
and said she hoped my day would get better. It was really 
sweet and was probably the best interaction I had yesterday.” 

3) keiraiguess wrote: 
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“One day I was feeling really down. I was just in a 
completely horrible mood. My dog just peed all over my 
favorite pants, one of my biggest secrets was just let out by 
someone I trusted, and I was currently in a fight with the 
most important person in my life. 

So I went for a walk around Lake Ontario. But of course, I 
slipped off the edge, and fell two meters of the ground into 
the water, on a really cold day. The bottom of the lake was 
covered with rocks, and I was wearing leggings and a 
hoodie. So of course, I tried to stand up, and fell over again, 
landing hard on my butt. I was in pain, but tried to get up 
again. And you guessed it, I fell again. So I decided I’d just 
sit there, in the gross algae-filled water, in my clothes. After 
a few minutes, I noticed something sparkly in the water, so I 
crawled over to pick it up. It was a rock with paint all over 
it. And it had an inspiring message on it. I grabbed the rock, 
and climbed out of the lake, not slipping anymore. I carried 
the rock back home, and put it on my bookshelf. It’s still 
there to this day. Whenever I have a bad day, I look at the 
rock and remind myself of that day that happened way back 
when I was 11.” 

crypto_flyer asked, “What was that inspiring message?” 

keiraiguess answered, “it basically said to never give up, no 
matter how hard it gets, and to remember you can always 
turn your life around. There were also stars and moons 
painted all over the rock; it looks really nice.” 

4) impotentscreaming wrote, “I was traveling and had been 
in Las Vegas for a week; it was my first trip to America. I 
was on my way home and was in Downtown Los Angeles 
bus depot to get the shuttle to get to the airport to catch my 
flight to the United Kingdom. Oh, but I fucked up. I thought 
I had a $100 dollar note tucked away but it wasn’t. It was a 
$10 note. I’m Australian: Our money is colourful and easy 
to tell apart, but USAmerica’s money is not. So the shuttle 
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from the bus station is $14 and I have only $10. The credit 
card I have is maxed out as I’ve been on holiday for a few 
months and to get a money transfer will take too long. So 
I’m standing outside having a ciggie and wondering what the 
hell I’m going to do, and this homeless guy comes and bums 
a fag off me. We end up talking for a bit and after another 
ciggie each I tell him how I’ve messed up. This dude hands 
me his only money in the world, the four bucks I needed and 
tells me to get myself home. He’s fine, he said, he’s already 
home. That guy had me in tears. I took the money and gave 
him the rest of my pack of ciggies and got myself to the 
airport. He literally saved me and I will always be grateful 
to that kind, kind stranger.” 

5) filMM2 wrote, “A couple years ago, I had a huge car 
accident and went unconscious for a bit. When I woke up, 
police and paramedics were arriving at the scene and I was 
already outside of the car. I was sobbing from the shock and 
a police woman came to me, held my hands, and just said: 
‘It’s OK, sweetie. You’re here. You’re alive.’ And I 
proceeded to meltdown a little bit more. Physically, I 
remember only her curly hair but still to this day, I can’t 
forget her calm and gentle voice, just ensuring that it was 
totally normal for me to be in shock.” 

6) thebloodofthematador wrote: 

“I was being self-conscious and critical of my body at a 
Halloween party when I was in grad school and a woman I 
didn’t really even know held up a hand and said, ‘Stop it. 
Would you talk like that about your best friend? Would you 
stand there while anyone else said those things about your 
best friend? No? Then why would you say it about yourself?’ 

“I still think about her.” 

7) CopsaLau wrote: 
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“It’s tough to say. This is a really good question. I’m 
thinking about so many people right now. 

“I think it was a cab driver when I was travelling. I didn’t 
speak any of the local language except for a few basic 
manners I memorized and he didn’t speak any English. This 
didn’t stop us from trying, though. I was able to figure out 
that he was trying to ask where I was from, from the few 
phrases I’d tried to learn, and I said, ‘I am from Canada.’ He 
got super excited and said, ‘Canada! Edmonton!’ and he was 
so pleased that he knew a relevant thing about my country, 
and I thought it was cool, I said, ‘Yes! Edmonton!’ and I was 
smiling and nodding and he goes, ‘Toronto! Ontario! 
Vancouver!” and I’m nodding, ‘Yes! I like Vancouver!’ We 
are both sort of chuckling at ourselves as we have this 
‘conversation’ but it was just so … nice. Like at the end of 
the day, no matter what differences we have, or obstacles 
between us, we’re just two people wanting to connect over 
something. We’re all just a bunch of primates who want to 
groom one another and share our fruit and yell and leopards 
[share our leopards? yell at leopards?] once in a while and 
just connect with each other. And we’ll find any little way to 
do that.”97 

98. “What’s The Dumbest Thing You Believed Was Real 
When You Were A Child?” 

1) spoonybum wrote: 

“My dad used to tell me that he could run quicker than the 
speed of light. 

 
97 Source: crypto_flyer, “What random stranger has had the biggest 
impact on your life?” Reddit. AskWomen. 10 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nwpk6k/what_rando
m_stranger_has_had_the_biggest_impact/ >. 
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“I would ask him to show me. 

“He would be like, ‘See? I just ran to that tree over there and 
back. You must not be paying close attention. Watch and I’ll 
do it again.’ 

“I would then say, ‘Go on then,’ and he would reply, ‘I just 
did!’ 

“I had no reason to doubt his incredible super-power.” 

2) HappyAppleDance wrote, “That if you walked next to a 
road that didn’t have sidewalks, the drivers were legally 
obligated to hit you with their cars.” 

3) Perfo_06 wrote, “As a child, I believed that flies could 
watch in the future to avoid you when you try to kill them.” 

4) DTownForever wrote, “That all TV was live, the actors 
were performing while you were watching. Re-runs really 
confused me for a while, not kidding.” 

DanHalen_phd commented, “I used to think that if a 
character in a movie starts as a child and becomes an adult, 
it’s the same actor. So like in the movie Big, they started 
filming when Tom Hanks was a kid and just waited for him 
to grow up to finish.” 

5) Dn_Denn wrote, “That the exhaust of a car pushed the car 
forward just like a rocket does.” 

niftyifty commented: 

“My son is wise beyond his years. He understands more 
about the world than he should, doesn’t get scared during 
horror movies (talks about the cool creature effects instead), 
saves his money, does his own laundry and by many other 
examples was ready to be an adult (in his mind) before he 
turned ten. 
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“It made me so happy when the other day he looked at a car 
and said, ‘Wow, that car must be fast.’ When I asked why he 
felt that way, it was because of the size (width) of the dual 
exhaust that he referred to as ‘boosters.’ A fleeting moment 
of a child’s imagination was still in there.” 

6) kia425 wrote, “That all dogs were boys and all cats were 
girls. I have no idea why I thought that, but I did.” 

7) koibish wrote, “That I would turn into a white lady when 
I grew up. My mom and half-sister are both white, blond hair 
and green eyes, so it just made sense to me that I would look 
like that when I got older too. I didn’t quite understand the 
half-sister thing at the time obviously.” 

imthepizzastrangler wrote, “My uncle told me that people 
were literally baking in women’s stomachs and that I came 
out just right and my white cousins were undercooked.” 

8) thefuzzybunny1 wrote, “My father thought that a person 
forgot their English when they aged. His great-grandma had 
been raised in Italy and moved to the US as an adult. She 
spoke only Italian; her daughter (his grandma) was bilingual 
English / Italian; the next generation (his mother) spoke 
English and a smattering of Italian; and he spoke only 
English. So he assumed speaking Italian was a thing that 
grew as you aged.” 

9) StevenArviv wrote, “I was a three-year-old immigrant kid 
who could not speak English very well and didn’t have any 
friends … I actually thought that Fred Rogers was talking 
directly to me when I was watching Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood. I would refer to him as my ‘friend.’ I 
honestly thought that we were having conversations.”98 

 
98 Source: marie__not, “Whats the dumbest thing you believed was real 
when you were a child?” Reddit. AskReddit. 11 June 2021 < 
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99. “What Act Of Random Kindness Have You Done Or 
Seen Recently, Big Or Small?” 

1) Oooeeeks wrote: 

“A few months ago I walked a young teenager maybe 13/14 
to her friend’s house after I saw her having a panic attack. 

“I was on a run, and I saw her at a gas station pacing back 
and forth trying to explain to her friend on the phone that she 
thought she was about to freak out. I slowed down to ‘tie my 
shoes’ and realized she was by herself. 

“I went right up and said she looked like she needed help, 
and if she was okay. She immediately started crying and just 
shaking to her core. I talked to her friend on the phone and 
explained where we were and that she was having a panic 
attack. 

“When she calmed down, I walked her about a mile to her 
friend’s house. 

“She shared that she was triggered by a weird gesture / 
comment from some guy at the gas station and she just froze. 

“It honestly made me feel so warm and like a hero. It was 
worth walking, and I’m glad she was safe.” 

2) limeblue31 wrote: 

“I was in line at the pharmacy and this old man was behind 
me flustered because his wife’s medication wasn’t ready. 
Normally I don’t interact with strangers, but I decided to turn 
around just to make eye contact so he knew someone was 
listening and he proceeded to complain directly to me and I 
just nodded and listened. He eventually started calming 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nxedu8/whats_the_du
mbest_thing_you_believed_was_real/ >. 
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down and started talking to me about his home country, wife, 
grandkids, random stories of his upbringing, all while we 
were waiting in this line. 

“Eventually it was my turn to go, and when I departed he 
told me, ‘Thanks for listening to my story.” 

3) dr239 wrote, “Just recently there was a small child 
(maybe seven years old?) walking with his or her mother 
down the road, picking up trash along the curb / sidewalk. 
(Residential road, little traffic, not in danger of getting 
hit.)”99 

100. What Was Your ‘Go Ahead And Fire Me. I Don’t 
Even Care’ Moment At Your Job?” 

AcidRainDawn wrote, “I was 16 and my step-dad was in 
hospital around five hours away dying from cancer. I got a 
phone call at work for about the third time in a couple of 
months that I needed to get down there ASAP to say my 
goodbyes, as this could be it. My bosses were all well aware 
of the situation; one of them was even friends with my step-
dad. When I rushed out the back to tell them I had to go, this 
bloke looks at me, a crying, frightened, 16-year-old girl, and 
told me I had to stop doing this, and get my priorities right. 
In a rare showing of assertiveness, I looked that dicksnap in 
the eye and told him he was right, and quit on the spot.” 

tazUK commented: 

“That’s appalling. 

 
99 Source: al_denti_spaghet, “What act of random kindness have you 
done or seen recently, big or small?” Reddit. AskWomen. 11 June 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/nxp2zn/what_act_of_
random_kindness_have_you_done_or_seen/ >. 
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“One of the reasons I’ve stayed with my current employer is 
that when I received the ‘it’s time’ call from the hospital 
treating my mother, the only thing my boss said was, ‘Why 
the fuck are you still here?’” 

hi_im_beeb commented: 

“Bosses like this are awesome. I run a massive machine at a 
big production facility that runs non-stop and has very tight 
scheduling. 

“Got a call at work in April that my dad (who’d been battling 
cancer for a decade) was brought in unresponsive after being 
found by his nurse, and that I should probably make 
arrangements to get down there. 

“Called my boss via cell phone (didn’t want to put it on the 
radio) and explained the situation asking what I should do 
next. 

“You should be on your way to the shower right now.” (We 
have to shower before leaving after a shift as per OSHA 
[Occupational Safety and Health Administration of the 
United States Department of Labor].) 

“‘Uh, all right. I don’t know who’s qualified to run my 
machine, though,’ I said. 

“‘Park it where you’re at and stop worrying about it.’ 

“As I’m walking out I hear him on the radio saying we’re 
gonna be down until he gets an operator, and telling me, ‘If 
you’re still here you better be on your way to the shower.’ 

“The company loses ~$10,000 in production every few 
minutes I’m not on that machine. This boss is super strict on 
making schedule and not losing production at any cost. He 
is the epitome of ‘running a tight ship.’ The type of boss who 
will pick you up from your house if you call off for a flat tire. 
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“The fact that he instantly put all that aside so that I could go 
say goodbye to my dad will always stick with me.”100 

  

 
100 Source: 12345burrito, “What was your ‘go ahead and fire me I don’t 
even care’ moment at your job?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nyc9u2/what_was_you
r_go_ahead_and_fire_me_i_dont_even/ >. 
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APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have 
downloaded and adapted from the WWW. I will not make a 
dime from it. The use of this information is consistent with 
fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, 
the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by 
reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other 
means specified by that section, for purposes such as 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether 
the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the 
factors to be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or 
value of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a 
finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration 
of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  
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I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good 
deeds, and this book about Good Samaritans is a good way 
to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the 
editors want to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to 
do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  

Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit 
posts, and letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with 
correcting an obvious misspelling. 
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APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 
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King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 
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Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

 


