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 Chapter 1: Questions 1-20 

1. “What’s The Most Memorable Comeback You’ve 
Heard In Your Life?” 

1) JakeInBake wrote, “My son and his newlywed wife were 
poor college students living out of state. When I went to visit 
them, I took them to the grocery store and let them fill up a 
couple of grocery carts that I paid for. As we were leaving 
the store I said, ‘Now, when your kids are poor married 
college students trying to get by, don’t forget this.’ My new 
daughter-in-law piped up and said, ‘Oh, we won’t forget. 
We’re going to tell them to go get grandpa!’ Ha! Ha! Ha! I 
love that gal.” 

2) Muppet_Cartel wrote, “A guy told a female coworker she 
was so ugly that the only thing she could turn on was a hose. 
Without missing a beat, she replied that at least when she 
turned something on it got wet. The guy was speechless, and 
I laughed till I had tears.” 

Nice_Swordfish_69420 wrote, “She gotta be an Eminem fan 
because that shit you ain’t coming up with on the spot.” 

3) -eDgAR- wrote: 

“When I was in high school, I had an ancient history class 
with a teacher named Mr. O’Neil. He was a really educated 
and well-spoken (but quiet) younger guy, a bit chubby with 
curly blond hair, and liked wearing bow ties. 

“In this same class was this kid named Jake, who was one of 
those kids who always acted like a smartass to every teacher 
in order to try and get a laugh. He was so annoying in class 
that he actually had a stapler thrown at him by another 
teacher. 

“Anyway, I remember one day Mr. O’Neil was having 
trouble reaching the string to pull down the screen for the 
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 projector. He would make little jumps and swat at the string, 
but just barely couldn’t get it. Jake noticed and saw an 
opportunity so he yelled out, ‘What’s the matter Mr. O’Neil, 
can’t reach?’ He and his buddies chuckled to themselves like 
a bunch of goons in the corner. Mr. O’Neil replied, ‘No, 
Jake. I’m just getting my morning exercise,’ and then he 
started touching his toes and doing jumping jacks. 

“Sure, it wasn’t the best comeback, but it shut Jake up, and 
a majority of the class started laughing at him. Mr. O’Neil 
became somewhat of a hero for being the guy to shut down 
one of the most annoying smartass kids who would always 
disrupt class.” 

4) RilohKeen wrote: 

“‘What are you even doing?’ 

“‘Minding my own fucking business. You should try it 
sometime.’ 

“It was one of those moments where everyone around heard 
it and went, ‘Ooooohhh,’ at the same time, and it has always 
stuck with me.” 

5) Flat-Illustrator-548 wrote, “Young pregnant co-worker 
had a stranger stare disapproving at her in a restaurant, then 
walk up and say, ‘Pregnancy isn’t very becoming on you.’ 
She replied, ‘Being a nosey rude bitch isn’t becoming on 
you, but here we are.’” 

6) IfIKnewThen wrote: 

“Someone asked a friend of mine if he was gay. 

“He said, ‘If you’ll excuse my rudeness in not answering 
your question, I’ll excuse your rudeness for asking it.’ 

“I thought it was perfect.” 

7) KentuckyFriedSoy wrote: 
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 “I asked my mum out of curiosity what she would do if she 
found a used condom in my brother’s room. 

“Her response: ‘I would remind him that you can’t get HIV 
from your own hand.’ 

“For context, I live in South Africa where HIV is very 
common.” 

8) noguarde wrote: 

“Something I read on Reddit: ‘Somewhere on this planet, 
there is a tree that has spent its entire life creating the oxygen 
you breathe. You should find that tree and apologize.’” 

9) wato89 wrote, “My friend got pantsed, underwear and all, 
at a party. Instead of pulling his underwear and pants up, 
immediately, he just kept going about his business, while 
hanging dong. Those of us who knew him already thought it 
was hilarious. The people at the party who didn’t know him 
looked really uncomfortable due to this dude having his 
pants and underwear around his ankles, with his wiener 
hanging freely. Our friend / the host said, ‘Dude, why don’t 
you pull your pants up?’ Pantsed guy said, ‘I didn’t pull them 
down.’ Then took his turn in beer pong. The host then found 
the guy who did pull them down and made him pull our 
friend’s pants back up.” 

10) SilverLullabies wrote, “I was standing behind these two 
older adults and this teen girl at the gas station last year. She 
was on her phone and the guy snapped at her for ‘not 
knowing how to live without technology’ and without 
looking up she said, ‘Don’t you have a pacemaker?’ 

11) OrignalIronDan wrote, “Kid said I was gay because I 
had long hair. I told him I’d been with more women in the 



 4 

 

 last week than he’d been with in his entire life. He fell for it 
and asked me how many that was. My answer was ‘One.’”1 

2. “Have You Ever Read A Book That Completely 
Transformed Your Outlook On Life? What Is The Title 
Of The Book?” 

justlukeiam wrote, “Algebra 1. It reminds me that 
sometimes, dying is ok.” 

acertenay commented, “Wait until you get to the sequel.”2 

3. “What Is Your Honest Feelings About The Song 
‘Never Gonna Give You Up’? Do You Enjoy Being 
Rickrolled?” 

1) plscallmeRain wrote: 

“Once people got bored of the joke, I started to appreciate 
the song. 

“It is actually good, and the video is funny.” 

2) The_one_who_SAABs wrote, “I unironically enjoy the 
song, and I appreciate a good rick roll.” 

Emperor_Cartagia commented: 

“There’s an entire subreddit about people like you. 

 
1 Source: MilkshakeDawg, “What’s the most memorable comeback 
you’ve heard in your life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/nyiurf/whats_the_most
_memorable_comeback_youve_heard_in/ >. 
2 Source: ShallotIllustrious, “Have you ever read a book that 
completely transformed your outlook on life? What is the title of the 
book?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o0ev35/have_you_ever
_read_a_book_that_completely/ >. 
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 “< /r/ickrollenjoyers >.” 

An0nymousRedd1tor commented: 

“Fuck you. Take my upvote. 

“< r/angryupvote >.” 

BalefulEclipse commented: 

“I cannot believe I fell for both of these.” 

An0nymousRedd1tor responded: 

“Hahaha. Well, u/themalleableduck rickrolled Rick Astley, 
so ….” 

3) Ssutuanjoe wrote, “A well-placed rickroll can really be 
fantastic. Recently someone posted something along the 
lines of ‘YouTube has blocked Rick Astley due to copyright 
infringement,’ and it led directly to a rickroll. It was 
glorious.” 

4) bagpiper wrote, “As I explained to my daughter tonight 
when it came up on my Eighties channel, I enjoyed the song 
before it was a meme.” 

5) Opus-the-Penguin wrote, “Fun song. Fun video. If you 
find a way to rickroll me, either I’m not paying attention or 
you’re deviously clever. Either way, it’s hilarious. And when 
I suspect / know you’re doing it, I’ll click the link anyway 
just to see. I always appreciate the result.” 

SevenSixOne commented, “I love getting Rickrolled so 
much that if a link I suspect will be a Rickroll turns out not 
to be, I’m actually disappointed.” 
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 Note by David Bruce: For those who want a link to the song, 
here it is.3 

4. “What’s The Dumbest Thing Someone Ever Asked 
You At Work?” 

1) reagan92, a woman, wrote: 

“A guy who came in for a meeting with a director asked me 
to go make him a coffee. 

“I am the director he had the meeting with.” 

2) trai-chic wrote: 

“Many years ago, I was serving at a small restaurant in 
Florida, and a table of eight came in. I introduced myself to 
the table and proceeded to start taking orders. One woman 
called me by not my name. When I gently corrected her, she 
started arguing with me, saying she had distinctly heard me 
say X. I chuckled and very light-heartedly said, ‘Well, it’s 
Y.’ Then she got mad, insisting I had said X. (Meanwhile, 
the rest of the table is trying to hide behind their menus.) 
Finally I said, ‘X it is, then,’ cracking the rest of the 
embarrassed group up and breaking the tension. Not the hill 
I’m gonna die on. 

“Table of eight tipped VERY well. 

“Tl;dr: Customer argued with me about what my name is.” 

3) cxntbrick wrote, “Used to work at a big-name hardware 
store. I was stacking five-gallon buckets of paint and a 

 
3 Source: Some-Yam4056, “What is your honest feelings about the 
song ‘Never gonna give you up’? Do you enjoy being rickrolled?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 16 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o1ixz2/what_is_your_h
onest_feelings_about_the_song_never/ >. 
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 customer said, ‘You shouldn’t be lifting that! Don’t you 
want to have babies?’ Sorry, buddy, didn’t know my 
reproductive system had anything to do with restocking 
supplies.”4 

5. “What Conversation Or Interaction With A Physically 
Normal Stranger Left You Wondering If You’d Just 
Talked To Something Non-Human Or Supernatural 
(Like An Angel / Demon / Ghost / Alien / Time Traveler, 
Etc.)?” 

1) BeverageBeast wrote, “One evening in winter I didn’t 
leave work until almost 7pm, so I was walking home and 
thought, ‘Fuck it. I’ll cut through the park to get home 
quicker, even though it’s really poorly lit.’ A couple of 
minutes into the park, I could hear a group of people behind 
me and in front of me and was thinking, ‘Fuck, I’m going to 
be jumped.’ Up ahead there was a lamp post with a CCTV 
camera on it, so I thought I’ll stop there and at least I’ll get 
jumped on camera. As I stood beneath this light, this really 
tall woman jogged over and stopped next to me. I’m six feet 
tall, and she was way taller than me. She asked me, ‘Is it 
okay if I walk with you?’ and I was like, ‘Sure, okay, I 
guess.’ She walked with me to the edge of the park, talking 
about how dodgy the park was at night, and as soon as we 
got to the edge of the park, she told me to have a good night 
and then jogged back into the park. It was a really weird 
experience. I felt certain I would have been mugged or 
something if she wasn’t there. I walked through that park 
every day for about a year and never saw her again.” 

 
4 Source: esands1970, “What’s the dumbest thing someone ever asked 
you at work?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o1hcx0/whats_the_du
mbest_thing_someone_ever_asked_you_at/ >. 
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 JadeSpade23 commented, “Wow … jogged back into the 
park. Definitely looking after you!” 

2) firefighter6436 wrote: 

“Back in 1997, I was aged eight. I shared a room with my 
younger brother, who was four at the time. We used to have 
our grandparents over for dinner most nights and it wasn’t 
uncommon for them to stay long after we had gone to bed. 
They would come and kiss us goodbye in bed when they 
were going to leave. 

“This one summer day, I woke up during the night and saw 
my grandad. It wasn’t unusual like I said. I said, ‘Hi, 
Grandad, are you leaving now?’ He came and sat on my bed 
and said, ‘Yes, I’m saying goodbye for now.’ He kissed me 
and then went and sat on my brother’s bed and kissed him as 
well. Then he left. My childhood intuition picked up that he 
was a bit sad. 

“Next morning, I went into the kitchen to find my mum 
crying. She told me that my grandad had died last night of a 
sudden heart attack. I said, ‘How can that be? I saw him last 
night; he came and said good night to me.’ My mum said 
that my grandparents left shortly after I went to bed last 
night. I also remembered that my grandpa said ‘goodbye’ 
and not ‘goodnight.’ 

“It was quite a shock but at the same time a little comforting, 
too. I don’t remember a lot from my childhood, but this is a 
memory that I won’t forget.” 

Free-Albatross-3179 commented, “My mum said my 
grandma knew when she was going to die. She started giving 
away her clothes to friends and passed soon afterward in her 
sleep.” 

SimLC commented: 
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 “My grandad died suddenly of old age. My grandparents 
were married for 70 years. Inseparable, truly in love until the 
last. 

“The whole family always said when one dies the other will 
follow soon after. 

“A few weeks later, my grandmother’s health suddenly 
deteriorated and she went into hospital. One night, she called 
the nurse over and said, ‘I think I’d like to go now.’ The 
nurse sat by my grandmother’s bed and held her hand, as my 
grandmother slowly slipped away. 

“That’s true love.” 

Vaanafoster commented, “Mad respect to that nurse. 
Must’ve been insanely comforting to have someone there 
when she went.” 

darewhipwe wrote: 

“My grandma tells the story of how during the night, my 
grandpa would not stop tossing and turning in the bed, to the 
point that it woke her up several times. 

“Finally, she asked if there was anything she could get him 
to help him rest. He said, ‘It doesn’t matter. I’m not going to 
get out of this bed tonight.’ At the time she took it to mean 
he wasn’t going to do anything extra to help himself get 
more comfortable, go to the bathroom, get a glass of water, 
etc. 

“It sort of made sense to her when she woke up the next 
morning and found him dead in the bed.” 

3) goblinmarketeer wrote: 

“Not me, but a friend of mine. He was really, really sick with 
the flu, and could barely stand. He sat down outside the 
pharmacy while they were getting his meds ready. A girl 
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 with bright blue hair sat down across from him and said, 
‘You aren’t looking too good.’ They had a weird 
conversation and he finally asked, ‘Are you a hallucination?’ 
To which she replied, ‘Yes, but not one of yours,’ and 
walked away. 

“To this day he is not sure if she was real or not.” 

4) Fisto-the-sex-robot wrote: 

“I live in a small town, with very few black people around 
(central Europe). 

“I was pretty down because of a girl and went out for kebab. 
While I was standing in a queue for kebab, in the pub right 
next to it, there was a woman who caught my attention, 
because of two things, initially because of her race that’s just 
uncommon to see there, and also the fact that I for sure never 
seen her before, despite living in this small town my entire 
life and going around this pub every day. Another thing I 
noticed was that she didn’t order anything, she just sat there 
by the table alone. 

“Then I ordered my food, and while waiting for it, the 
woman leaned over the fence that separates the kebab place 
from the pub, looked directly at me and offered me an ice 
cream. I accepted the offer, and immediately after that she 
looked me in the eyes, smiled a bit and clearly, calmly said, 
‘I love you.’ 

“Then as I received my kebab, I turned around where she 
was, and she was gone. Vanished as quickly as she appeared. 

“I inspected the ice cream, and it seemed ok and the package 
was intact, It was delicious. 

“TLDR: Unknown but very kind stranger gave me ice cream, 
said “I love you” when I needed it. And then vanished.” 
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 Runnin99 commented, “You know they say AskReddit is the 
place to ask thought-provoking questions. Yours is a 
thought-provoking answer.”5 

6. “What Is Something You’ve Done Purely Out Of The 
Goodness Of Your Heart, But Have Never Told 
Anyone?” 

1) shaka_sulu wrote: 

“Waiting to see my doctor, I see an elderly man with a 
walker talking to a driver service for seniors / handicapped 
people about getting him a ride home. Apparently there was 
a mix-up and they couldn’t get a driver there. My doctor 
called me in and when I came out, the elderly man was still 
there talking to the driver service. I told the guy that if he 
trusts me, I’ll take him home. He responded, ‘But I haven’t 
seen the doctor yet.’ I told him, ‘I’ll wait.’ Dude looked like 
he was going to cry. 

“He was actually a really nice man, and it was a pleasant 
ride.” 

whatwillIletin commented, “I’m on the other end of the 
spectrum; I’m not licensed yet and so I have to ask my 
parents to drive me everywhere. I know everyone reading 
this has probably been in the spot before, but there’s nothing 
worse than that sickening ‘how am I gonna get home?’ 
feeling when you realize you don’t have someone coming to 
get you. It’s also fairly embarrassing, depending on where 

 
5 Source: NotABonobo, “What conversation or interaction with a 
physically normal stranger left you wondering if you’d just talked to 
something non-human or supernatural (like an 
angel/demon/ghost/alien/time traveller etc.)?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 
June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o4mr7y/what_conversa
tion_or_interaction_with_a/ >. 
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 you’re at. My dad was late once picking me up from practice 
once by twenty minutes, and sitting there alone along the 
fence trying to call him … it’s awful. And when that sort of 
panic starts to set in, hearing someone say, ‘I’ll give you a 
ride,’ is the best feeling in the world. You saved that man a 
whole lot of heartache.” 

JellyBiafra54321 commented, “As a former teacher, I’ve 
had a student who was left at school after a really great field 
trip. Her mom was getting her hair done and basically told 
her she needed to wait at the school until she finished. She 
told her, on the phone, that she shouldn’t have gone on the 
field trip if she wanted to come home that night. My student 
was 11. I waited with her for two hours after we had 
returned. We did puzzles, jump-roped, and just talked about 
life. I often think about her and how’s she doing. I would 
have driven her home myself if I could have.” 

2) Rbbbb30 wrote, “I was in my art class in high school and 
there was a girl whom I didn’t really know a few grades 
younger. I could tell she didn’t have many friends but was 
really sweet. She was talking to me one day and told me her 
birthday was soon and that she was so excited. I decided to 
send her those balloons and whatnot you can get through the 
student store on her birthday, though she didn’t know me 
very well so I didn’t sign my name. It just so happened that 
the student store worker brought them in during our art class 
and I got to see her reaction. She lit up and kept telling us it 
had to have been her mom or her best friend who did it, and 
how she couldn’t believe that someone got her something 
and she wouldn’t stop smiling the whole rest of class. I never 
told her it was me; I was just happy she felt special. That was 
a pretty good day.” 

owlsandmoths wrote: 

“Reminds me of what I did in school. I was very unpopular 
from elementary to junior high. When I was between grades 
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 6-9, there was a group of about 12 unpopular kids from the 
grade below me, my grade, and the grade above me. We all 
kind of gathered at lunch and breaks because strength in 
numbers. 

“Every year for Valentine’s Day,our school would sell candy 
grams that you could send to people, a small bag of 
Valentine’s-themed candy and a generic card, you could sign 
your name or send it anonymously. The 12 of us were 
definitely not getting any candy sent to us, so I’d grab a few 
forms and envelopes and ordered one for each of us 
anonymously, myself included, and would drop the form and 
money into the basket in the office after pretty much 
everyone was gone for the day. 

“They were beyond ecstatic at actually receiving something 
and not being left out while literally everyone else received 
at least one. I don’t think they ever suspected me, since I’d 
always ham it up about getting one, too, and wondering who 
sent them. I’ve never told anyone except my parents since 
they gave me the money to do it.” 

3) Disposable70 wrote: 

“I do IT [Information Technology] work, usually small 
business and a lot of home repair. I have many wealthy 
clients and a few not so fortunate. It is not unusual for me to 
go to a home and see that it is obvious they are barely 
scraping by. So I either don’t charge those people or make it 
a nominal fee. I also refurb the old PC’s [Personal 
Computers] and give them to people who have one that is 
not repairable. 

“My best fee ever was a basket of homegrown creole 
tomatoes. Damn, those things are delicious.” 

ScrewAttackThis commented, “My dad was a plumber / AC 
repairman / general handyman and did the same shit. I found 
out when he died that if he could tell a family couldn’t afford 
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 the quote, he’d tell them to just hold off. He’d show up once 
he got off work and do everything for the cost of parts.” 

iggy555 commented: 

“I was in that situation. Parents barely getting by, and our 
hand-me-down PC wasn’t working. No way we were gonna 
get another one if this one broke. Called a guy from the 
Yellow Pages. He came by and fixed the PC. He saw the 
situation and didn’t charge us a penny. Mind you, this was 
also later like 9pm, too, so he was way past his work hours. 
Ended up using the PC all through middle / high school. 

“Thank you, Mr. IT guy!” 

4) WatchingInSilence wrote: 

“A lot of homeless people in Lahaina (on the island of Maui) 
get by on fishing. 

“One night, while leaving a restaurant, my girlfriend and I 
saw an elderly man sleeping near the Old Banyan tree. She 
pointed out that the fishing pole next to him had been 
snapped multiple times, with splintered ends and everything 
(probably by some a-hole tourist). 

“Knowing that fishing pole was how he’d kept himself fed 
and seeing his livelihood compromised like that really 
bothered us. So my girlfriend and I got in my car and drove 
to the only Walmart on the island in Kahului (all the stores 
in Lahaina usually close by sundown). 

“We bought a new fishing pole and gear and drove back to 
Lahaina. Fearing the cops might suspect him of stealing this 
new gear, my girlfriend wrote a note on the receipt saying, 
‘Hold on to this,’ and left it in the tacklebox. When we got 
back to the Banyan tree, I set the gear down next to the old 
man. 
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 “The next day, we saw him fishing with the new pole on 
Front Street. 

“Please remember to Practice Aloha [Practice love and 
fellowship].” 

5) KittyTheShark wrote: 

“When I was 19, I needed blood work done and it was super 
icy out. I just finished and was getting ready to leave when 
two elderly ladies came in. They commented on how 
slippery it was and if the clinic had anyone to help them walk 
back to their car. 

“They were told no, so I sat back down and waited. Half an 
hour later, they went in and the receptionist told me I could 
leave, I was done. I told her ‘I know’ and sat there. 

“When the ladies came out, they looked a little scared to 
walk outside and I stood up and said I heard them ask for 
help and I would help them to their car. 

“I walked the ladies one at a time, letting them hold me for 
support as I shuffled us to their car. Then, after they were 
both safely inside, I scraped the ice off their car so they could 
leave. 

“They offered me money, but I refused and just wished them 
safe travels. 

“After they left, I went to my own car, and on the way I fell 
on my butt five times.” 

woefulradish commented, “Falling on your butt for you 
would have meant a broken hip for them. God bless you 
forever.” 

6) the_comatorium wrote: 

“Whenever I see a cashier having a tough day, I always look 
at the candy selection, if there is one, and look stumped as to 
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 what to get. I ask them, ‘I can’t decide. What’s your 
favorite?’ I buy whatever they say, then hand it to them after 
the sale and tell them they’re doing a great job and to have a 
great day. It perks them up every single time. 

“It’s my little thing.” 

7) arand18 wrote, “I grew up with not a lot of money and 
definitely not in the best neighborhoods. My parents 
struggled with drug and alcohol abuse, so we never had any 
money. I got myself through college and finally landed a 
pretty good job. I was visiting a friend of mine who still lived 
in the same neighborhood and saw there was a Girl Scout 
table out in front of a convenience store. Nobody was really 
buying the cookies. I had just gotten my first bonus from 
work and had a couple hundred bucks on me. After I left his 
place, I went over and bought $500 worth of Girl Scout 
cookies. The little girls were so excited! Over the next few 
weeks, I just randomly gave all those boxes of cookies 
away.” 

8) youreuesmystars wrote: 

“So every year except last year (because both of my animals 
were terminally ill and I couldn’t afford it), I do a certain 
good deed. I work in retail pharmacy and there are always at 
least two aisles dedicated to toys for Christmas that are 
slightly (but not by much) better than the regular toys. Being 
an employee and the fact that I seem to always be there, the 
minute that we have our toys on those aisles for sale, I can 
get them up to 75% off. A few hundred dollars pays for A 
LOT of toys. It might not be the best of the best, but we carry 
licensed Disney, Star Wars, and other toys. I would have 
liked that stuff as a kid. I buy out a variety of toys. I usually 
don’t get baby toys because they won’t remember. I get toys 
for kids who are in the age where they either believe in Santa 
and it’s more magical for them (and they won’t forget) or 
ages that I feel tend to get neglected. And I get ‘girl’ and 
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 ‘boy’ toys. If they are dolls or single Barbies, I try to get a 
variation of hair colors and ethnicities so nobody feels left 
out. Not just the classic blonde ones. I fill up an entire 
shopping cart full, along with our 75% off Christmas dog 
beds. I keep them in my attic until the holidays the NEXT 
year, then I donate it all to Toys for Tots and the beds to the 
local shelter. 

“I’m writing it as an idea for others to try that want to help, 
but don’t have much money. The 75% sale was not because 
I was an employee. I just knew when the sales were, and I 
kept my eyes on the toys I thought I would be buying. You 
can do A LOT for $100 by doing that, too. I’ve tried to tell 
fellow employees about doing this, too.” 

9) IdahoThePotato wrote, “My fiancé lost the ring I made 
her and she was super distraught about it. I hand-crafted our 
rings myself. (I metal work). They are interlocking one-of-
a-kind rings designed and made entirely by me. So she lost 
it and we couldn’t find it. She was so sad since she loved it, 
I worked from home during the pandemic, so every time she 
went to work, I started to make a new ring. And in about 4-
5 days, I said I had found it and handed her the one I made 
brand-new. She still doesn’t know. I’d like to keep it that 
way as well. I don’t need her feeling terrible.” 

10) Roosted13 wrote: 

“I was getting some breakfast one time after a late night out. 
I was sitting in the restaurant waiting for my food and this 
younger boy comes in — probably 13-14 or so and orders 
some food. By the way he was dressed and how he looked, 
you could tell he was definitely living in rough times. 

“He ordered and when they told him the total he pulled some 
wadded up $1 bills from his pocket and some change — he 
ended up like $4 or $5 short. 
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 “He had this defeated look on his face and apologized and 
turned to walk out. I stopped him, asked the cashier to re-
ring up his order, added a large drink and an extra burrito to 
it, and paid for the whole thing. He tried to give me the 
money he had, and when I refused he just stood there and 
slowly tears came over his eyes. I told him to stay strong and 
not give up because things will get better. 

“I walked out and barely made it to my car before I broke 
down, too. I used to be that kid. [I used to be in that kid’s 
situation.]”6 

7. “What’s An Act Of Kindness That You Remember?” 

1) Aowrople wrote: 

“This isn’t a small act of kindness; it’s big one. 

“My neighbor asked to borrow my truck. I told them I could 
not trust my truck because the tires were bad. 

“Next day my neighbor called and said he was getting new 
tires for his suburban and I could have his old tires. Told me 
to just show up at this certain tire shop and they would put 
them on. 

“Got to tire shop and they put on brand-new Goodyear tires. 
I asked what happened to the old tires I was supposed to 
receive. 

“Shop owner said the ‘old tires’ was just a story to get me in 
the shop. 

 
6 Source: slizsarbleh, “What is something you’ve done purely out of the 
goodness of your heart, but have never told anyone?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 22 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o56n1t/what_is_somet
hing_youve_done_purely_out_of_the/ >. 
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 “My neighbor bought me a full set of new tires instead of the 
old tires he said I could have.” 

2) Havander22 wrote: 

“Riding my bike on a long trip through Canada. With about 
50 miles to go, I had a major mechanical failure. I was stuck 
on the side of the road in a foreign country, and within five 
minutes at least 10 cars had stopped to check on me. 

“One guy loaded my bike in the back of his truck and drove 
me 30 miles to the border where I could catch a ferry back 
to the US. Amazing kindness and generosity toward a 
stranger. He just asked that I pay it forward and to date I’ve 
helped five cyclists who were broken down in honor of that 
promise.” 

3) Imngyno592 wrote, “I was nine years old, waiting for the 
school bus in Wisconsin winter. I had a thin coat, no hat or 
gloves. A woman driving past saw me and stopped, giving 
me a blanket from the back of her car. It was a long skinny 
one, so she wrapped it around my head and shoulders like a 
big scarf. I remember thanking her but being confused. I told 
her I didn’t know how I would give it back when I was done 
borrowing it. She hugged me and said not to worry. I still 
have that blanket.”7 

8. “What Scam Have You Fallen For That Made You 
Feel Really Stupid?” 

dretfuss09222 wrote, “When AIM [an Internet text 
messaging program] was still a thing, a girl I knew had a link 
in her profile that prompted you to put in your top three 

 
7 Source: dungandcougar, “What’s a small act of kindness that is easily 
done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o6at6x/whats_a_small_
act_of_kindness_that_is_easily_done/ >. 
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 crushes’ names and it would tell you which one you were 
most compatible with. I put in the names of the three most 
popular boys in school and hit enter which then sent it out to 
all of my friends. I was in 7th grade, and I was mortified.”8 

9. “What Is Something That Recently Made You Smile?” 

1) Forever_Pancakes wrote, “I am terrified of spiders, but I 
recently killed a huge one in my five-year-old’s room. He 
spent the whole day telling all his friends and teachers at 
daycare how brave and strong I was and he was proud of me. 
I know only because the teachers told me how much he 
talked about me when I picked him up, and some of the kids 
had drawn spiders on pieces of paper to give to me. It was 
super adorable and I am going to ride that happiness wave 
for a long time.” 

2) SleepFlower80 wrote, “I was speaking to my nieces a few 
nights ago (I haven’t seen them since Christmas because of 
all this shit [COVID] going on) and the oldest one had to run 
off to grab something to show me. The youngest one took 
the opportunity to tell me she loves me ‘to infinity and 
beyond.’ I don’t think I’ve ever smiled so hard in my life. I 
had sore cheeks afterwards.” 

3) moonwillow27458 wrote, “Last night I laughed so hard I 
choked because I died in a video game in the most stupid 
way, I had like 5 health left, and I walked straight in front of 
a [rolling?] boulder and just died. It was so stupid but 
fucking hilarious.” 

4) saladass_- wrote, “I thought my favorite fictional 
character died, which made me cry all night, but it turns out 

 
8 Source: SentientAristicrat, “What scam have you fallen for that made 
you feel really stupid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/o7ehes/what_scam_ha
ve_you_fallen_for_that_made_you_feel/ >. 
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 he survived. Sadly, a while later I found out through a meme 
that he will die later in an even worse way, which made me 
cry again.” 

5) emilygoodandterrible wrote, “I’ve been communicating 
with a coworker solely in Limp Bizkit lyrics and gifs today. 
I have a weird sense of humor.” 

6) joryia_jay wrote: 

“I was my way home when it started raining very heavy. My 
instinct first told me to go somewhere to shelter, but I did the 
opposite. I started to walk slowly and enjoyed the rain while 
everybody was rushing to hide from it. It was a great feeling 
and that put a smile on my face. 

“When I arrived home, I was so wet you could bet I was hit 
by a tsunami.” 

7) The_Soaring_Phoenix wrote, “It may seem trivial to most 
people, but seeing a valley full of fireflies after not having 
seen them since I was a kid. It was a magical experience for 
sure.” 

8) LaikSure wrote, “Today I’m laughing a lot because I 
started watching Sex Life on Netflix and can’t believe that a 
show about sex can manage to be so boring.”9 

10. “What Is Your Best Exciting Moment With Someone 
That You Will Never Forget?” 

1) itsmepingu wrote: 

“I had an emergency C-section back in December of 2019. 

 
9 Source: bedonderdestudent, “What is something that recently made 
you smile?” Reddit. AskWomen. 25 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o7o3po/what_is_som
ething_that_recently_made_you_smile/ >. 
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 “The anticipation my husband and I felt while waiting to 
meet our daughter was so nerve racking but so exciting. 
Then we met her, and we both cried happy tears.” 

2) passionkiller711 wrote: 

“I’m going to forget so many moments, but this one came to 
mind. My sister and I were exploring downtown Memphis 
waiting for a concert to start when we decided to walk behind 
the venue to go to the street behind it. We had already walked 
to the right, so I mentioned to my sister that we should go 
left. She wasn’t having it because it was pretty dark and 
somewhat creepy. We had already looked at the places 
towards the right, so it was going to lead us right back in a 
circle. I mentioned that going left would lead us somewhere 
new. We finally start walking that way when we notice a 
man standing outside the back door or the venue.  

“Lo and behold, it’s one of the band members, Z, of the main 
act for the night. We had met him numerous times before 
this, but I was still surprised when he automatically greeted 
us and gave us hugs. We ended up standing there chatting 
long enough that the tour manager came around, whom we 
also knew, and then Z’s wife and friend appeared. We all 
chatted for probably 30-45 minutes and then it was time to 
head in the venue. The wife asked if we wanted to sit with 
her and her friend right next to the stage! Uh, well, 
absolutely! We ended up getting in free since we were with 
them and literally had seats right up front. Insanely lucky is 
what my sister always tells me. All because I wanted to walk 
behind the venue and check out the left side of the street. 
Lol.” 

3) -Jessy25- wrote: 

“I had both of my legs amputated recently and tried 
prosthetics. 
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 “I walked (only a few steps before I fell, but it was awesome) 
for the first time since I was 18 years old last week. (I’m 25.) 
I cried and my husband picked me up, spun me around, and 
kissed me. We are so excited. 

“There is still a long way to go. They were just the prototype. 
We have a few more things to do for them to be entirely 
ready and perfect for me, but I was so happy to be able to 
walk even a few steps.”10 

11. “Veterinarians Of Reddit, What Is Something Most 
Pet Owners Can Do To Make Their Pets’ Lives Better?” 

cloud_watcher wrote: 

“I am a veterinarian. I’d like to see people focus not just on 
quantity but quality of their pet’s life. The best thing you can 
do for that is just incorporate them into your life as much as 
possible. Pay attention to them! Love them! Lots of walks! 
Lots of games! You’d be surprised what they can learn. Play 
hide and go seek. Play fetch. Sit beside them when you 
watch TV, pet them. Train and socialize them early and well, 
so you won’t avoid them because they’re not well behaved. 

“We’re all so busy that it’s so easy to make them an 
afterthought. You are their whole world and unless you live 
on a big farm where they run free, you are their only outlet 
for activity and happiness. They get bored fast, just like we 
do. They can’t wait for you to get home. They’ve missed 
you! Take them for a walk. Do a fun training or agility class 
with them if you’d like. 

 
10 Source: Sanchez234_09, “What is your best exciting moment with 
someone that you will never forget?” Reddit. AskWomen. 28 June 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/o9mchp/what_is_your
_best_exciting_moment_with_someone/ >. 
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 “For health, the biggest things are 1. Exercise. 2. Pay 
attention to what can be dangerous / toxic for them and avoid 
it. (Heads stuck in potato chip bags is one people miss lately, 
and keep your drugs out of their reach! They’re small and 
more easily affected). 3. Brush their teeth. 

“Enjoy your pets! They love you!’ 

nonamethewalrus commented, “We had a lab named Pebbles 
who was about two when my younger sister was born. She 
immediately connected with my sister and ended up being 
her dog, despite previously being attached to our mom. 
There was a large gap (15+ years) between me and the 
younger sister, and I would play with her [the sister? the 
lab?], but I was usually at school or work during the day. My 
sister ended up teaching her how to play hide and seek (her 
favorite game as a little one). It was the cutest thing I’ve ever 
seen.” 

OscarThePoscar commented, “We used to play hide and 
seek with our dogs! Lupa had learned how to point out or 
search for Panda because Panda liked to hide in the bushes. 
So, my sister and started leashing Panda (because she’d run 
away otherwise) and hiding behind something while the 
other put a hand over Lupa’s eyes and counted to 10. Then 
Lupa was told to look for Panda and she’d go off searching! 
The first time Lupa was confused but eventually she loved 
the game and Panda got aaaaallll of the attention from the 
person hiding with her so that was awesome, too! Lupa 
wasn’t very good at sniffing Panda out, so it usually took a 
while because she’d check the previous hiding spot first.” 

oktoberkind asked, “How can someone teach a dog hide and 
seek?” 

CycadChips answered: 

“One person holds the dog and then someone hides and then 
you tell the dog … go find [name]! Labs are good at it. 
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 “One thing that is a mystery still to this day is about how my 
lab got out of my childhood home’s big wood-fenced-in 
backyard. 

“Our lab would get so bored he would take himself on walks. 
We would go look at the gates on the fence and they would 
be locked. No place to climb under and at six feet tall, too 
high to jump out. We tried on many occasions to wait outside 
to catch him in the act to see how he did it, but he seemed to 
know when we were watching and never did it while we 
were watching. The police all knew him and since he loved 
car rides, the police would just open their car door and he 
would hop inside. However, we would get a big fine each 
time for having an unleashed dog. We never figured out how 
he did it, still to this day.” 

Mikkiej_CatMom commented, “My cat loves playing hide 
and seek. He loves being chased as well, so one time I chased 
him into another room and decided to run away and hide 
behind the bedroom door. Sometimes I have to call him to 
get his attention that I’m hiding. I think now he waits to hear 
my footsteps stop to come looking for me. Once he finds me, 
I pop out, chase him, then go hide again.”11 

12. “What’s A Really Wholesome Moment You 
Experienced?” 

1) MrFancyPanzer wrote, “After the farm cat on a relative’s 
farm was hit by a car shortly after giving birth, the 
dachshund on the farm took over as the kittens’ surrogate 
mother and started nursing them.” 

 
11 Source: TimeMasterBob, “Veterinarians of Reddit, what is 
something most pet owners can do to make their pets lives better?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 29 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oa05nw/veterinarians_
of_reddit_what_is_something_most/ >. 
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 2) -eGg_mCmUFFin- wrote: 

“I got told I caused one, but don’t know if that counts? I was 
in kindergarten, and we were making Mother’s Day cards 
because Mother’s Day was coming up. My mom died giving 
birth to me, but I was too shy to say something so I just made 
it anyway and when we were leaving that Friday and 
everyone was taking their cards home I gave it to the teacher 
and said she could have mine because she was a mom and 
my mom wasn’t alive and she cried. I felt awful and thought 
I was in trouble. 

“When I got home, I told my dad. He said, ‘You know, you 
could have just given it to your grandma or something.’ I 
was like, ‘Oh, yeah. Oops.’ I’m still not smart.” 

3) Billbapizza wrote: 

“There was a snowy day. I was working still in my office. I 
went into the living room where my son was supposed to be 
playing videogames and couldn’t find him. I searched the 
house, and he was nowhere. 

“I went out and found him playing in the snow. (He was five 
or six). I said, ‘Oh, buddy, please don’t go outside without 
telling me, and please, buddy, wait for me to finish my work 
and I’ll come out and shovel and then you can play.’ 

“Then I looked closer, and noticed, he had his little shovel in 
his hands and was shoveling off part of the sidewalk and he 
said, ‘But daddy, if I shovel now there will be less for you to 
do when you are finished work.’” 

4) HamZ_Sandwich wrote, “I was at a Dollar General store 
and I saw an old man and his granddaughter were in line. He 
picked up one of those big lollipops and asked if she wanted 
one for being such a good girl and for some reason seeing 
that just warmed my heart.” 
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 5) Heeiminator wrote, “I went to a festival with a few 
friends. We all wanted to watch The Cure. Before the gig all 
of us named a song each that we really wanted to hear them 
play. Then The Cure proceeded to play all of them. The 
moment when the last song that had been named (‘Burn’) 
came on, we all just hugged each other with big smiles all 
around.” 

6) LunarLeopard67 wrote: 

“I work for a toys and games retailer, and there’s a regular 
customer who gave the manager his number so we would 
call him when new Hot Wheels arrive. 

“He collects them, and when he comes in, he sits on the floor 
to rummage through our boxes, and he’s like a kid in a 
confectionery shop.”12 

13. “What Celebrity Do You Think Is Genuinely A Good 
Person And Is Not Faking For Press?” 

1) AlfaBetaZulu wrote, “Mister Rogers is said to have been 
as wholesome as he portrayed on TV.” 

RaceToYourDeath commented, “Yes! Fred Rogers was a 
man who walked everything he talked. He would often go 
out of his way to acknowledge the outcast and downtrodden. 
He did his best to include everyone and help others feel 
special. The man is a saint and someone all of us ought to 
strive to be more like.” 

comped commented, “He would, apparently, go to my 
church on occasion in his later years, since it wasn’t that far 

 
12 Source: BoxMediocre, “What’s a really wholesome moment you 
experienced?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 June 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oa77q4/whats_a_really
_wholesome_moment_you_experienced/ >. 
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 from his home. When my family first joined the church 
(UCC [United Church of Christ] if you wondered), it was 
years after he had died. We noticed nobody was sitting in 
one of the pews close to the front, I’d like to say three rows 
away from the front, and so we sat there. We weren’t shy 
about being new. Suddenly, a line of people, basically the 
entire church, comes and lines up to tell us that nobody, 
absolutely nobody, had sat in the pew since Fred had died, 
and it was nice to see a family had. Apparently, he’d have 
liked that — and that’s why the minister (a guy who was in 
his 90’s, no less) did his entire sermon on Fred.” 

mousicle commented, “I find it super wholesome that the 
congregation wasn’t mad you sat in Mr. Rogers’ seat like it 
was some sort of shrine but was happy thinking Fred would 
have been happy. Really shows he affected those people with 
his kind, gentle spirit.” 

dd801363 commented, “He was far more wholesome in real 
life and that’s saying something.” 

2) CatherineConstance wrote: 

“I was just talking to my fiancé about this yesterday — most 
of the main cast of The Avengers (and a lot of Marvel 
movies). In particular, Chris Evans. GENUINELY good 
dude. His brother is gay, which I think has helped him to be 
a really good LGBT+ ally, but he’s also a good ally to 
women. There’s an interview with him where the 
interviewer is asking about one of the Captain America 
movies and he [the interviewer] says, ‘So you had a 
REALLY hot costar —’ and Chris cut him off and said 
enthusiastically, ‘I SURE DID!’ at which point the 
interviewer finishes the statement and says, ‘Yeah, so how 
was it working with Hayley?’ And Chris, feigning shock, 
goes, ‘OH, I thought you meant Sebastian Stan.’ Clearly 
people had made Hayley Atwell uncomfortable time and 
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 again by commenting about her appearance and he just 
immediately swooped in and redirected. 

“Plus there’s the thing he’s done with Chris Pratt where they 
made a bet on who would win the Super Bowl, with Chris P. 
having to go to a New England hospital as Starlord if the 
Patriots won, and Chris E. having to go to a Seattle hospital 
as Captain America if the Seahawks won. The Patriots won, 
and both Chrises went to BOTH hospitals in their respective 
costumes together. That was pretty cool.” 

3) mooseblood07 wrote, “I ‘met’ John Barrowman at a 
comic expo, and by that I mean he was being driven by on a 
golf cart and yelled that he thought my hair was beautiful. (It 
was purple and I had it done just two days prior.) It still feels 
like a dream, I called my friend crying because we were both 
obsessed with Torchwood and it felt unreal — he was just 
close enough that we could see it was him.”13 

14. “What’s Your Coolest ‘They Don’t Know That I …’ 
Thing That You Secretly Wish Everyone Knew?” 

_Goose_ wrote: 

“I started calling ramen noodles ‘spaghetti’s cousin’ in front 
of my child nephews. They accepted it. I kept telling them 
that’s what it’s really called. 

“I overheard my sister months later mention to their dad that 
the kids want ‘spaghetti’s cousin’ for lunch’ in a nearly 
mocking tone and I couldn’t believe it! They took this term 
home with them and now have their parents calling it that! 

 
13 Source: dontwrrtboutme, “What celebrity do you think is genuinely a 
good person and is not faking for press?” Reddit. Askreddit. 29 June 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oa9jzc/what_celebrity_
do_you_think_is_genuinely_a_good/ >. 



 30 

 

 “I’m never going to say a word about where it came from.”14 

15. “What Is The Dumbest Thing You Believed As A 
Kid?” 

1) DRWO0813 wrote: 

“I lived in Atlanta growing up. When I was five, the only 
time I had heard the national anthem was at Braves games. 
One time I went to visit family in New York. At the end of 
the national anthem, I sang, ‘… and the home of the 
Yankees!’ 

“I truly thought that the anthem ended with the name of the 
local baseball team.” 

2) -Lazaretto wrote, “That the toilets with blue water 
(because of those toilet cleaner blocks) were directly linked 
to the ocean and, if I stood too close when I flushed, I’d get 
sucked out to sea.” 

3) KIopbo813 wrote: 

“Once I was playing with some toys and my mom was 
talking on the phone to her friend. I guess they were talking 
about kids growing up and having families some day 
because my mom puts her hand over the phone and asked me 
if I wanted kids some day and if I wanted boys or girls. 

“I gave it some thought and said that I wanted one boy and 
one girl. For the longest time after this, I thought that it had 
been completely decided, like my mom was just on the 

 
14 Source: Censorless1337, “What’s your coolest ‘they don’t know that 
I …’ thing that you secretly wish everyone knew?” Reddit, AskReddit. 
1 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/obgamh/whats_your_c
oolest_they_dont_know_that_i_thing/ >. 
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 phone with whoever you call to place an order for kids, and 
my order had been finalized.” 

4) Zetaolcza wrote: 

“When I was a kid, my mom explained to me that we all had 
belly buttons because that’s how our moms fed us before we 
were born. So I thought when you got pregnant, your belly 
button opened up and you just put whatever you wanted to 
down there. Like I thought women were just shoving chicken 
legs in their belly buttons. 

“Plot twist: I’m a Postpartum nurse now.” 

5) plasticrag wrote, “I thought our tiny city was the entire 
universe. I have distinct memories of thinking all movies / tv 
shows were local. For example, I remember watching Taxi 
Driver and thinking NYC was set in our tiny, single office 
building / chain hotels downtown area.” 

6) ishaaqj wrote, “Kid were never born; they came out of an 
aeroplane.” 

mshell734 wrote, “So I believed this, too. My sister is 
adopted from South Korea, and I physically saw her get 
carried off the airplane by a social worker; therefore, all 
babies came from airplanes!” 

7) AslAware wrote, “I thought a baby shower is when you 
go watch the pregnant woman shower. I believed that for 
wayyy too long.” 

8) Isarriii wrote, “That my parents’ actual names are Mum 
and Dad. It was a shock when I found out about their real 
names.” 

9) Rik78 wrote: 

“I once went on holiday with my parents, grandparents, and 
an aunt and an uncle. 
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 “This was to a caravan park in the North of Scotland. While 
we were there, my aunt convinced me that our family had 
befriended a seagull. His name was Johnny. 

“Over the course of the holiday, we’d travel about and go to 
beaches, castles, etc. And we’d see Johnny the seagull 
everywhere we went. 

“Even driving about we’d see him. ‘There’s Johnny the 
seagull!’ I’d shout and wave to him. 

“I’d a lot of fond memories of my family befriending Johnny 
the seagull that summer. 

“I was driving to work one day. In my thirties. I see a seagull 
sitting on a bin beside the road. 

“It all clicked into place in a horrible moment. 

“All seagulls look pretty similar.” 

10) Dirtiestlarry wrote, “When my mom would say, ‘If you 
know what’s good for you, you’ll do xxxxxx.’ I always 
thought she meant vegetables.” 

11) UnCOmMOnNaM3, a female, wrote, “I thought 
everyone had Adam’s apples. I asked where mine was. Lol.” 

fragrentgoblin commented, “I thought females’ voices crack 
as well when they reach puberty.”15 

 
15 Source: Potential_Ganache_30, “What is the dumbest thing you 
believed as a kid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/obkxtw/what_is_the_d
umbest_thing_you_believed_as_a_kid/ >. 
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 16. “What Basic, Children’s-Age-Level Fact Did You 
Only Find Out Embarrassingly Later In Life?” 

1) Cesh1001 wrote, “Why there are no ‘10’ candles in stores. 
I was complaining by about it with my husband and he said, 
‘You’re supposed to put 1 and 0 together,’ and that was the 
lowest point in my entire life.” 

2) GreenOnionCrusader wrote, “The little pig going ‘weee 
weee weee,’ all the way home’ was squealing and not 
peeing. I was in my 20s before I heard someone say it while 
squealing the ‘weees’ and I did a shocked Pikachu face.” 

3) HizKidd wrote, “Ok, here goes, I am almost a senior 
citizen, but a couple weeks ago, I learned they actually laid 
cable across the Atlantic for telegraph. I was in tears when 
my hubby told me because I thought he was joking with me 
when he said they laid cable for telegraph, I said, ‘No, they 
didn’t! That’s impossible!’ But he was not joking and cable 
WAS put between the continents. Then I got very upset 
because I was never taught that in school.” 

4) terrannosaurus wrote, “Once when I was 17, I was losing 
my mind trying to find cupcake mix in the baking aisle … 
only to then have the epiphany that cupcakes are just … 
small cakes.”16 

17. “What Is One Insult You Will Never Forget?” 

1) kush-tripdude420 wrote: 

“Sixteen-year-old me trying to convince my dad to take my 
friends and me to see American Pie:  

 
16 Source: boy-1der, “What basic, children’s-age-level fact did you only 
find out embarrassingly later in life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ocfwtv/what_basic_chi
ldrensagelevel_fact_did_you_only/ >. 



 34 

 

 “Dad: So what is it about?  

“Me: A group of high school friends trying to lose their 
virginity.  

“Dad: I can stay home and see that.” 

2) PleaseTakeThisBook wrote: 

“I’m not so sure about the context, but I said to a friend that 
they don’t know me very well. We argued about the reason 
and then out of nowhere he hit me with: 

“‘You are an open book, but the book is so uninteresting that 
nobody bothers to read it.’ 

“Yeah. That must be it.” 

3) abe_lincolns_tik_tok wrote, “My toddler son pointed to 
my beer belly and told me that I had big muscles.”17 

18. “Pet Owners Of Reddit, What Is Something Your Pet 
Has Done That Has Indicated A Shockingly High Level 
Of Intelligence?” 

1) WhoRunTheWorld_Dogs wrote, “My boy Charlie knows 
what’s going on based on what shoes I put on. Gardening 
shoes, he’s running to the back door to help watch me do 
yard work. Running shoes, he’s giving me sad eyes because 
I go running alone. Walking shoes, he’s excitedly sitting, 
waiting for me to put him on a leash. Dress shoes, he’s 
climbing into his crate to chew on a bone while mama goes 
out for the evening. I’ve never taught him the connections 

 
17 Source: teenytightan, “What is one insult you will never forget?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 4 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/odrjd3/what_is_one_in
sult_you_will_never_forget/ >. 
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 between shoes and activities; he’s just a good boy who’s got 
the world figured out. Lol.” 

cloud_watcher commented, “My dog does that, too. He 
stares at my feet if I start doing things that make him think I 
might leave. Recently, I was helping someone move and I 
took my dog with me. I knew he was exhausted from the 
long trip, but he wouldn’t lie down and kept following me 
and following me even after I put his bed out. I finally 
realized he was afraid I might leave him in a strange place, 
so I took off my shoes, and he immediately went to his bed 
and went to sleep.” 

dangereaux commented, “Our cat does this but with clothes! 
He knows if I put on my work uniform I’ll be gone for days, 
and he meows like he’s saying goodbye. He knows if I put 
on heels, my husband and I are going to be gone for a few 
hours and he comes to get his extra pets. And if I put on flats, 
he knows my husband and I are probably gonna be back 
soon, so he ignores us. He also knows suitcases mean my 
husband and I will be gone. He waits in the window at night 
for my husband to come home from work; he knows exactly 
what time it should happen. He starts meowing the instant he 
sees the car pull into our street. I get worried, pitiful meows 
if he’s late coming home.” 

2) darthbiscuit80 wrote, “My cat Tuffy is a great mouser. I 
was at the kitchen table one night eating a sad, bachelor meal 
and she was begging for a bite, I thought. I gave her some 
Spam and she took it and set it down next to the trash can. 
She then backed up and stared at it. And stared. And stared. 
I was watching her with some iota of confusion when a rat 
came from behind the trash can to get the Spam. She then 
pounced on it and killed it. It took me a minute to process: 
‘Holy shit. My cat just used fucking bait.’” 

3) avioletfury wrote: 
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 “My tabby cat is a diabolical genius and will try to wake me 
up at 4 AM using the methods that annoy me to the extreme 
— picking at the carpet with his claws and furiously pawing 
at my mirrored closet door are two tried and true methods. 

“I usually fall asleep while reading, so I put my book next to 
me on the bed. Lately, he has started pushing open the cover 
and clawing up the first couple of pages of the book or the 
dust jacket because he knows it will jolt me out of a dead 
sleep. I try to keep my books in nice shape, and he has torn 
two of them at this point. 

“On one of the first nights he started doing this, I was reading 
Obama’s autobiography. It was given to me as a gift and it’s 
on the more expensive side for a book, so I wanted to keep 
it nice. I woke up immediately when he started pushing the 
dust jacket off. Determined to outsmart him and protect the 
book, I took off the jacket and shelved only the jacket in the 
spot on the bookshelf where the book had been, on the third 
shelf of a five-shelf bookshelf. I took the actual book and hid 
it under my pillow. 

“Don’t you know, I woke up a couple hours later to find that 
this bastard had jumped up to the third shelf, pulled the 
jacket acting as a dummy ‘book’ down, and was just about 
to start clawing it. He watched me to see where I would put 
it away and went for it because he could tell it would bother 
me most.” 

4) Magnificent_Sock wrote: 

“We had this little 11-pound spindly Boston terrier / poodle 
mix named Josh. He loved my mom so much. He would 
sleep in her bed with her most nights. When my mom got 
cancer, there eventually reached a point in her chemo that he 
couldn’t stay in bed with her anymore due to her immune 
system being compromised. 
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 “He’d jump in, then she’d put him out, etc., until he 
eventually got it. This little dog went down the hall and 
pulled this big ol’ blanket all the way to the front door of her 
bedroom, and made himself a bed, where he stood guard. He 
would growl and take a defensive position by the doorway 
to her room whenever a visiting nurse would come over to 
check on her. I’d have to come calm him down. 

“He understood she was sick, and he couldn’t be next to her, 
so instead he’d defend her from afar. We don’t deserve 
dogs.” 

5) slhopper wrote, “My friend had two horses. One horse 
would not eat grain if it spilled on the ground. Horse two 
would go to horse one’s bucket, knock it over to spill the 
grain, go back, eat all his food from his bucket and then go 
back and eat horse one’s grain off the ground.” 

6) Abs_of_steel wrote: 

“My first pet parakeet was devilishly intelligent. While I 
have a few examples, my favorite is probably a game I used 
to play with him as a boy. 

“I lived in a home that had a small landing immediately 
inside the front door; two short twin staircases against the 
walls led up to the second floor while a central staircase led 
downward to the first floor. Now the game I used to play 
with the parakeet was a race: He would run along the second 
floor from the landing of one of the twin staircases to the 
other. For my part, I would run down one staircase, across 
the landing, and then up the other. Whoever arrived first was 
the winner. 

“Now here’s the kicker. While the parakeet was a 
surprisingly fast runner, he was also very competitive. He 
would get very angry if he lost the race (parakeets make a 
distinctive ‘Pft!’ sound when annoyed). So over time, if he 
noticed I was ahead, he would fly the remaining distance to 
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 the other side to arrive first. The little rascal never lost a race 
while ‘cheating’ and always seemed to revel in his victories. 
(He would dance in circles and nod his head after winning.) 
The little bugger lived a full and mischievous life and only 
passed on at the ripe old age of 13.” 

7) Spark62075 wrote: 

“Once upon a time, there was a tinkling sound coming from 
the bathroom. I figured one of my young children had 
forgotten to close the door. 

“Turns out, it was my cat. She had taught herself to use the 
toilet. We figure she must have been watching one of us and 
figured it out. 

“She died about a week ago. She was a wonderful cat, but in 
the end, she was too sick to continue on. I miss her a lot. I 
probably will for a while.” 

8) robintyler24601 wrote: 

“Once when my mom was playing fetch with our dog., she 
threw the ball into my open backpack. 

“She said to herself, ‘I bet I can’t do that again if I tried.’ 

“So she spent the next five minutes trying to get the ball into 
the open backpack when she threw it. 

“Our dog got sick of watching her, so he went over with the 
ball in his mouth and dropped it into the backpack.” 

9) heidismiles wrote: 

“Background: My cat had this gorilla plush toy, and we 
eventually threw it away because it was getting gross. 

“Then soon after, I swear I caught her rummaging through 
my closet. She was seriously digging through stuff. And she 
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 found some beanie babies I had, and she emerged with a 
gorilla beanie baby. It’s still her best friend.” 

10) FakingGumption wrote, “My dog knows not to pull the 
leash when my kid is holding it. He will pull while I’m 
walking him but will not pull if she is the one holding it. 
Kiddo only recently started wanting to hold the leash at all 
and I was hesitant since he pulls on me but he is so gentle 
and protective of her to the point of wanting to go where she 
goes at all times!”18 

19. “What Is Your Best Experience With Good 
Neighbors?” 

1) PopcornDemonica wrote, “I used to live next door to this 
old Greek lady. She was an amazing cook, and some of the 
scents drifting over the fence were a special kind of torture. 
We were having a chat one day, and she was making 
something that was my favourite smell (if that doesn’t sound 
too odd). Turns out it was chicken kebabs. About half an 
hour later, I hear her yelling, and she has made up a plate of 
these things for me. They were absolutely magical, and I’m 
still trying to recreate them to this day. (She marinated the 
chicken chunks in freshly pulverised and squeezed onion 
juice and oregano.) Whenever she made them, she would 
always bring some over. Delicious.” 

2) WhistlingDead wrote: 

“Our neighbour lent us a chainsaw when he saw us sawing a 
tree by hand. 

 
18 Source: People_Got_Stabbed, “Pet owners of Reddit, what is 
something your pet has done that has indicated a shockingly high level 
of intelligence?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ody0vl/pet_owners_of
_reddit_what_is_something_your_pet/ >. 
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 “That’s a lot of saws.” 

3) Bredundant wrote, “When I was a kid, I wasn’t allowed 
to have a dog of my own, so the neighbor let me come over 
and play with her dog all the time and take him for walks. I 
love dogs so much.” 

4) TheRrandomm wrote, “They don’t come to talk to me. 
That’s the amount of interaction I want.” 

5) gerbil_111 wrote, “We had one neighbor in the adjoining 
flat. He worked on an offshore oilrig or something. He would 
show up for a few days every few months. At some point he 
got married, and his wife would show up with him and then 
also disappear. Sixteen years of absolute silence punctuated 
with a head nod once a year maybe. Best neighbor ever.” 

6) Southern_Snowshoe wrote, “Rough-looking biker guy 
lives across the street. Didn’t really know him at all. One day 
my kid zips into the driveway and hops out of the car to 
quickly drop something off. Neglects to put the thing in 
‘park.’ The car rolls down the driveway backwards — with 
my kid trying to jump back in to stop it — and across the 
street and just demolishes this poor guy’s mailbox. I sent my 
kid over with a sealed envelope containing $300 cash. The 
guy reluctantly accepts the envelope and my kid’s apology, 
then gives him a really nice and fatherly talk about how it 
was really unsafe for him to try to hop back into that rolling 
car, and how he should’ve just let it go ‘because mailboxes 
can be replaced, but your legs can’t.’ The following day I got 
a card back from the neighbors with $250 of my original 
$300 inside. He put up a real nice replacement mailbox that 
I know cost him a lot more than $50. What a good guy.” 

7) Ashtar-the-Squid wrote, “One time when we were going 
on a summer vacation, our car wouldn’t start. Our neighbor 
who was selling used cars happened to walk by and asked if 
anything was wrong with the car. When he heard what 
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 happened, he told us to just wait there for a minute. Suddenly 
he comes back with a four-year-old Volvo, gives my mom 
the keys, and tells us to have a good trip. He also had a tractor 
that he used to plow snow with. Often, he would also plow 
our driveway. It took him only about 30 seconds with the 
tractor, but I have always thought that it was a very kind 
gesture.”19 

20. “What $10 Purchase Changed Your Life?” 

1) dinosarahsaurus wrote: 

“I bought a house and realized that I hated shoveling snow. 
So I paid a guy 30 bucks to plow my driveway. 

“When I got my vehicle stuck in snow in the driveway, I 
called to ask him how much to also get me unstuck. He said, 
‘10 bucks.’ He shows up to plow and has a buddy hop out of 
the truck who starts getting my vehicle unstuck. 

“That buddy getting my vehicle unstuck became my 
husband. Best 10 bucks ever.” 

2) wanderingstorm wrote, “A potty light (little LED light 
you attach to your toilet and it’s motion sensitive) — bought 
it as a joke, but it’s ridiculously handy. No stumbling in the 
dark to get to the toilet, AND I don’t have to turn on all the 
lights to use it.” 

3) Ornlu_the_Wolf wrote, “A backscratcher with extendable 
arm. I no longer need to rub on tree trunks like Yogi the 
bear!” 

 
19 Source: KvK_07, “What is your best experience with good 
neighbors?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ofeh34/what_is_your_
best_experience_with_good_neighbors/ >. 
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 4) SkysEevee wrote: 

“There was a black cat at the shelter who was $10. 

“Now that cat rests comfortably next to me and keeps my 
anxiety at bay.”20 

  

 
20 Source: selffulfilment, “What $10 purchase changed your life?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 5 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oe6n16/what_10_purch
ase_changed_your_life/ >. 
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 Chapter 2: Questions 21-40 

21. “Bilinguals Of Reddit, What Was Your ‘I Know 
What You’re Saying About Me’ Moment?” 

1) ARoughGo wrote: 

“TLDR at the end. 

“Many years ago, my Spanish was pretty damn good for a 
white boy who got passed in Spanish class because the 
teacher didn’t want me to come back the next year. I learned 
most of it from friends and working in kitchens. OTTS [?]: 
Got hired as the BOH [Back of House] manager for a small, 
ma&pa place that had a serious problem with nepotism 
within their staff. They were all related and just so happened 
to all be 1st generation Mexican-American and Homeland 
Mexican. They openly talked so much shit about me being a 
Guero [Whitey], a Nino [Little Boy] being their boss, and 
tons of other horrible shit; I was 24 at the time. I tried my 
best to make them work properly and stop taking advantage 
of the employers. Six-month evaluations come up and I have 
them all come in on a close-day for an hour for the evals; 
paid them for the meeting, of course. Once I was finally able 
to get them to sit down and shut up, I started the meeting. I 
spoke Spanish the whole time, be it in the informal variation 
of the language. Their faces dropped and they all looked like 
they were about to shit their pants. Towards the end of the 
meeting, I handed out final-paychecks to three of the seven 
people and asked those three to please gather their 
belongings and leave the premises. Once they were gone, I 
finished the meeting by saying that there would be no more 
bullshit, shit-talking, back-stabbing, laziness, taking 
advantage of the owners, or disrespecting me; I do my job 
properly and so should they. I laid out that I was 
unappreciative of how much shit they talk about me, even 
with me in the room, just because I was young and white. 
They all looked like ghosts at the end of the meeting. That 
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 was the last time I heard them talking shit; At least, while I 
was around. Ended up firing two more for multiple 
incompletion of duties and insubordination. Within the next 
two weeks after that, I had six more hires and everyone was 
getting paid more than the previous pay. The business began 
to make more money and employees were happier with a 
raise and a four-day work-week. 

“TLDR: They found out the white kid knows Spanish, and it 
cost most of them their jobs.” 

2) Uxas79 wrote: 

“Once when I was younger, I went to the park with my sister. 
We look very white, and no one would know both of us 
speak Mandarin fluently unless we told them. 

“Some money must’ve fallen out of my sister’s pocket and 
in Mandarin we hear a mother talking to her daughter and 
telling her not to let us know we dropped money so that they 
could pick it up after we left. 

“Both of us turned around straightaway and my sister picked 
up her money while both of us gave them dirty looks and we 
changed our conversation to Mandarin. The look of horror 
on both of their faces will forever be burned into my head.” 

3) mynextthroway wrote: 

“Not me, but my boss. 

“My boss was a very smart, on-the-ball woman who looked 
and acted like a stereotypical California beach-blond bubble 
head. She also spoke several languages, including Spanish 
and several of the informal dialects found in Central and 
South America. 

“We were doing a morning walk around the perimeter of the 
store when the floor crew came out of the back room and fell 
in line behind us. We could hear them talking but the only 
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 Spanish I know is ‘grande taco,’ but boss lady stopped 
talking and was getting visibly pissed off. After a minute or 
so, she turned on them and began an ass-chewing session in 
Spanish that I am glad was not directed at me. The jaws on 
the floor crew instantly hit the floor. She promptly escorted 
them out of the store and they were never heard from again. 

“They had been discussing her ass and what they wanted to 
do to it, what they would put in it, and wondering how many 
times her sexy ass would get them hard. The woman on the 
crew was interested in my ass as well and wondered if all of 
us could get together for fun. 

“Boss lady was pissed about it for days.” 

4) GuardPerson wrote: 

“I was sitting in a lounge chair in a hotel in Greece, reading 
a book in English. 

“Two women took the chairs next to me and started speaking 
Dutch. 

“At a certain point, the topic shifted towards their sex life 
and it all went rather explicit. 

“The next topic involved their previous vacation, and they 
were wondering out loud what the capital of that country 
was. 

“I looked up from my book and gave them the answer in 
Dutch. 

“They thanked me and I went back to my book. 
I was biting my lip trying not to laugh as I saw their faces 
when they — just a tad too slowly — realized the implication 
behind my answer.” 

5) NBfoxC137 wrote: 
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 “First for a bit of backstory: A few years ago, I was visiting 
Turkey with my mother and sister (my mom and I are both 
white and my sister is black, but that’s more important for 
later), and the hotel we stayed at had a large pool which we 
spend a lot of time at. One day one of the other families lost 
one of their inflatable pool toys and accused us of stealing it 
since we had the same thing as them. Eventually someone 
from staff came over and asked what was going on. The 
mother of the family told the employee that we had stolen 
what was hers, after which he told her that he had found the 
exact same pool toy two days prior and that it was lying with 
the Lost and Found items. He also told her that it is not 
allowed for them to leave their stuff lying around the pool. 
We never got an apology from her. 

“A few days or two later, we were sitting in the hotel 
restaurant just eating our meals when we heard the same 
family talking shit about us in Dutch (our native language, 
but they didn’t know that since all of our communication 
with each other had been in English). They were calling my 
mom a slut and she was a disgrace for humanity for ‘taking 
a female n-word in her home and calling it her daughter.’ 
They also said stuff that I was a spoiled brat and that we 
needed to give them our pool toy as compensation for what 
had happened. I don’t remember everything else they said 
but they were talking shit about us for a good 20 minutes. 
After dinner my mom stood up and went to their table telling 
them in the most passive-aggressive way in Dutch, ‘Good 
evening. The food today was delicious, wasn’t it?’ And the 
mother’s face just went pale. ‘What’s wrong? Didn’t you 
like the food? Too bad,’ and then my mom left. That family 
didn’t bother us anymore after that, and we had a fun rest of 
our stay.” 

6) Lo-siento-juan wrote, “I’m not bilingual, but I was in 
Spain drinking alone at a table outside and two American 
girls stopped, and one asked the other if they should go in 
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 and she said, ‘Yeah, there’s a cute Spanish guy.’ I felt really 
good until the other one said, ‘He looks like a hobo, 
though.’”21  

22. “What’s A Heartwarming Thing A Guy Said To You 
A Long Time Ago That You Still Remember To This 
Day?” 

1) Kemokiro wrote, “I worked in a very white area, and 
rarely saw any other Black people. I wassed a black man 
coming out of the library as I entered, and we both were 
surprised. He backed up, put his hands up and said, ‘I mean 
you no harm, but you look striking in that orange dress. Have 
a good day, sister.’” 

msmermaidginger commented, “This is so wholesome and 
beautiful.” 

2) curly-hair07 wrote:  

“My love language is words of affirmation. My boyfriend 
isn’t the best at fulfilling that (he says words isn’t his strong 
suit!) but when he does it’s great. For special holidays I 
usually ask him to write me a love letter because it makes 
me melt. So he recently wrote one while at work since my 
birthday is this Monday. 

“My boyfriend is a nurse and takes care of neuro patients. 
He was taking care of a patient with terminal brain cancer. 
A man in his 50s who will probably die in a year’s span but 
was at the hospital for a tumor resection. My boyfriend was 
trying to make small talk with him and asked the patient if 

 
21 Source: hydroflaskssksksksk, “Bilinguals of reddit, what was your ‘I 
know what you’re saying about me’ moment?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 
July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ohd1og/bilinguals_of_r
eddit_what_was_your_i_know_what/ >. 
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 he ever wrote his wife a love letter? The patient replied no, 
and my boyfriend asked if he wanted to write one right now 
for her and he could help. 

“He said yes, so my boyfriend prompted the man and asked 
him what his favorite thing about his wife is and what’s their 
favorite moment together. They concocted a beautiful love 
letter together. And my boyfriend hopes his patient will give 
it to his wife the following morning for her to read. 

“I was crying at how beautiful and above my boyfriend went 
to make alliance with a sick man to leave his wife something 
really (or what I hope would be) memorable and special for 
her. I love him.” 

3) pingusbeak wrote: 

“I was late for a job interview once and fussing with my hair 
and clothes and stuff as I rushed to the building, and a 
random guy said, ‘Don’t worry, you look lovely.’ 

“But not in a creepy way, just like he could see I was fussing 
and worrying and it was reassuring. Always remember that!” 

4) frusciantefango wrote, “Over ten years ago, I had a good 
friend I fooled around with a bit, but we never dated. We 
were in the shower, and I told him I’d never liked my breasts 
and explained why. He very, very genuinely told me that 
they were great and said, ‘From now on, whenever you look 
at your breasts, I want you to think they’re beautiful.’ It 
really worked.” 

5) EmptyPlates commented: 

“The day after I left my abusive husband, I visited my best 
friend at her job. She worked for a radio station, and famous 
and not-so-famous musicians were coming and going all the 
time. It was not uncommon to say, have a picnic with the B-
52’s, or dinner with Cop Shoot Cop. 
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 “I was sitting with her on the front steps, crying my eyes out. 
A moderately famous musician was coming in for an 
interview, saw me crying, and stopped. He patted me on the 
shoulder and said, ‘Whatever you’re dealing with, you’ll get 
through it, you can do it.’ Then he kissed me on the forehead 
and went about his day. 

“Normally I’d be pretty pissed that a stranger was touching 
me, but he was so sincere and sweet about it that I 
immediately felt better. I still remember this interaction in 
great detail 27 years later.” 

6) blueeyedlies wrote: 

“Was at a bar once, and a guy approached me to tell me that 
he thought I was so beautiful and that he hoped our paths 
cross again someday. 

“Didn’t ask for my number, didn’t harass me, didn’t try to 
buy me a drink. That’s all he said, and it made me feel so 
good about myself. I was in a terrible relationship at the time, 
and this interaction gave me the confidence I needed to 
realize there are better men out there!” 

7) illthinkofonel8ter wrote. “Do dads count? Had a car crash 
when I was around 18, and crying, I rung my dad. I wasn’t 
hurt, just in shock and upset that I crashed my car. I was busy 
trying to sort out a ride home and I missed a call from him 
saying he had sorted someone out to get my car fixed. He 
left a voicemail saying what he had sorted out, then he went 
on to say, ‘I can buy you a thousand cars, but you’re my only 
baby girl. I love you.’ Wish I still had that phone to listen to 
it. Haven’t seen him in nearly two years, thanks to stupid 
COVID.” 

8) nosebearnosebear wrote: 

“Not long ago, recently, because I can’t remember any from 
long ago. Lol. This guy and I really connect, and we’ve 
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 become best friends over time. We can talk about 
everything, and I mean everything, from weird dark jokes to 
sex details between men and women and our experiences. It 
never feels weird. 

“A few days ago, we were talking about how there are 
alternate realities and us in different reality/dimension. I told 
him I hope my other self in different dimension would have 
bigger boobs and better skin as a joke since my boobs are 
pretty flat and I have some dark spots and acne scars. But he 
didn’t take it as a joke, he looked genuinely confused and 
asked, ‘What’s wrong with your boobs and skin now?’ and I 
said I could do with bigger boobs and clearer skin. Then he 
said, ‘Are you kidding? I don’t know why you’d think that, 
because if I were a girl, I’d wanna have your boobs and skin. 
I think they’re great,’ and somehow that comforts me and 
boosts my confidence.” 

9) bumblebees98 wrote, “I was talking to this guy on Tinder 
and somehow it came out that this other guy had messaged 
me first thing in the morning and said something really rude. 
Well, the next morning this new guy wrote me the sweetest 
message saying, ‘Good morning, I think you’re absolutely 
gorgeous; you’re so funny and I hope you have a great rest 
of your day.’ I just thought it was really sweet that he wanted 
to make sure I woke up to something nice.” 

10) peachhoneymango wrote, “My dad (very traditional man 
who LOVES being a grandpa) randomly said to me, ‘Just so 
you know, it is okay if you don’t have children. I want you 
to be happy.’ I don’t want kids, but I love my dad to pieces 
and wish I did want kids for my parents’ sake.” 

11) peachypiie wrote, “I went to a gas station after school 
during my first year of college. It was a summer day, and I 
wore an olive-green long bodycon [body-conscious, aka 
figure-hugging] summer dress. I went inside to pay, and I 
asked the cashier how his day was going. He said all 
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 nervously and in awe, ‘Better, now that you have come in 
here.’ It honestly shocked me because I don’t usually get 
compliments like that. He was probably a couple years older 
than me, and I thought it was the sweetest thing.”22 

23. “Non-Americans Of Reddit. What Is Something 
About America That Surprised You In A Good Way?” 

1) snodre2 wrote: 

“First time in the US my brother and I (from Norway) went 
on a road trip around New England and upstate New York. 
By chance we spent our first night in Mystic, CT (a year or 
so after the movie Mystic Pizza). It was the night of my 
twenty-third birthday, and we ended up in a small bar full of 
locals, pretty much the only tourists / out-of-towners in the 
place. During a trip of mine to the bathroom, my brother had 
told the bartender it was my birthday, and when I came out 
the entire bar sang ‘Happy Birthday’ to me, and I was served 
a giant piece of cheesecake. I was completely taken by 
surprise, and it was a great experience! 

“Most Americans are very friendly to strangers in my 
experience. We had three great weeks in Connecticut, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, and New York.” 

OnMeFone commented, “On holiday with my family to 
America, can’t remember which part, we visited once a year 
for eight years or something. Anyway, I must’ve been about 
eight to 10 years old, but I dropped my wallet on the ground 
and carried on walking; someone behind me flagged me 
down and gave it back. I remember being surprised they 

 
22 Source: 500_Burpees_Everyday, “What’s a heartwarming thing a 
guy said to you long time ago that you still remember to this day?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 10 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/ohek8m/whats_a_hea
rtwarming_thing_a_guy_said_to_you_long/ >. 
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 didn’t just walk off with it. Maybe they would’ve if I was an 
adult. I dunno. I met lots of nice people over there. So that, I 
guess. When I look at you through social media, Americans 
seem like the absolute worst, but when I was actually there, 
everyone was just so super nice.” 

SpaceLemming commented, “My rule is always, if I know 
who to return it to I will. I once found a wallet with $400 in 
it but was able to return it. However, if I find loose money, I 
keep it unless I saw it fall. If you ask, ‘Did anyone lose $20?’ 
suddenly everyone did. I ‘returned’ $20 to a lady in front of 
me in line once, trying to be nice, and she snatched it and 
bailed, and then I realized it was my own 20 that fell out of 
my pocket.” 

2) Benut-Butter wrote, “Before Covid I was friends with an 
exchange student from South Korea. Luckily, the family he 
was staying with were kind enough to let me take him out to 
experience some of the ‘American teenage’ life. Took him 
to see a drive-in movie, eat at diners, bowling with friends, 
go to football games and parties. He loved how teenagers 
could just go out as friends and do so much and be so close. 
Said that it was just like the movies.” 

Charlie_wonka wrote, “I can see why he was so pleasantly 
surprised. Drive-in movies do exist (but not so common), 
bowling alleys exist (very common), football games exist 
(duh) and parties do exist (uncommon). Put it all together, it 
must be memorable. A normal South Korea teenager’s life is 
to go to school, go home only to set off for lessons such as 
tutoring or lectures from educational institutions. The day 
usually ends in a study carrel. Students do hang out now and 
then in between. Popular places are a karaoke room (a room 
with the audio equipment for karaoke) or some tteokbokki 
(spicy, sweet red rice cakes) or to chat in a cafe or a PC bang 
(a place to play games, full of computers. You can order food 
to eat while playing video games).” 
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 3) Jamesisdabitch wrote, “I was genuinely impressed to see 
people of different races and cultures happily coexisting. I 
thought it was cool to see sassy black women being friends 
with little old Asian ladies.” 

4) thisnewsight wrote: 

“This is a running joke with my family. I’m usually the guy 
whom tourists come to ask questions. I love it, though. 

“My wife, after quite a few times in NYC, asked someone, 
‘It was great to meet you. Can I ask you a weird question? 
Why did you decide to ask him?’ 

“‘His tattoos. Totally USAmerican themes!’ Ha.” 

5) xSantenoturtlex wrote, “As a USAmerican, it really felt 
nice reading through comments about America that aren’t 
just about how terrible it is and how the entire country and 
everyone in it is a joke to the entire rest of the world. It’s a 
real nice breath of fresh air.”23 

24. “What’s Something A Stranger Did For You That 
You Will Never Forget?” 

1) Damionstjames wrote: 

“Literally talked me out of suicide. I was at the lowest point 
in my life, and I had gone to the roof of the tallest building 
in town. Security knew I’d gotten up there, and this older 
guy just walked out and sat with me. He listened to me. For 

 
23 Source: Crazy-Lemur, “Non Americans of Reddit. What is 
something about America that surprised you in a good way?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 10 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ohstvh/non_americans
_of_reddit_what_is_something_about/ >. 
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 one of the first times in my life, actually listened to me for 
the sake of listening and not to just counter-point. 

“He reached out his hand, and I took it, and he held me while 
I cried. Mind you, I was like 22 years old. 

“He even convinced the police not to arrest me or charge me 
with trespassing, on the condition he drive me to the hospital. 
He did. It was probably the nicest and most pure act of 
humanity anyone had ever done.” 

2) segomil wrote, “Someone returned my wallet. It had a ton 
of money. Books for college, first and last months’ rent. Not 
a dollar was missing. College security would not give me 
their name, so I couldn’t even buy them a beer.” 

3) gigisz wrote, “Two people gave me birth and then we 
became friends.” 

4) maciver6969 wrote: 

“I worked at a place that did 12-hour shifts and often needed 
me for three to five hours extra all the time — my shift was 
10am to 10pm and I was coming home after 3am, for almost 
a two-hour ride home, as I was getting on the onramp I see a 
disabled car in front of a closed fast food place, so I got back 
off and looped around to find an elderly woman waiting for 
the place to open so she could call for AAA to change her 
tire. So I changed the tire and she made me give her my 
address, so I did. A month goes by and the fast-food place 
mailed me a thank-you card with $200 in food vouchers; the 
woman was a regular there and told the manager what I did, 
and they pulled up the CC-TV of the lot where I was 
changing the tire. Then I got an assorted 12-rose set and vase 
from the lady for her rescue with a note I should give the 
flowers to my best girl or mother. 

“I just thought if it were my grandmother, I wouldn’t want 
her out all night in the boonies. 
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 “Fast-food business name for those curious: It has a BIG-
headed mascot and has a box in it.” 

5) 417farce wrote: 

“Okay, I don’t really share this. But we grew up relatively 
under-financed for lack of better words. We weren’t poor or 
hungry. Couple bouts of homelessness but nothing too crazy. 

“I remember as a child, one man must have seen me counting 
the change to buy myself a little four-wings-and-fries combo 
from our local chip shop. 

“And he gave me the extra 15-20p I needed. 

“So I grew up and never forgot it and started making decent 
money. Ever since then, if I’m at a store and there’s a kid 
struggling for money … no matter the item, I’ll pay for it.” 

6) Mis_Red wrote, “I was 18/19, interviewing for a fast-food 
job. The manager asked why I didn’t have a high-school 
diploma or GED. I explained why (short version, teenage 
pregnancy). He said he would hire me on one condition, I 
take the test to get my GED and he would pay for me to take 
the test. If I passed, I didn’t owe him anything. If I failed, all 
I had to do was pay him back. I took the test and passed with 
flying colors, even won a one-year academic scholarship to 
the local community college (which I, unfortunately, wasted. 
Just wasn’t ready to be a student again). If it hadn’t been for 
him, it would have been several more years before I even 
attempted to get my GED [equivalent to a high school 
diploma]. Having it has helped me get better jobs and be at 
least a little successful in life.”24 

 
24 Source: WolfieGameFTW, “What’s something a stranger did for you 
, that you will never forget?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 July 2021 < 
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 25. “If Wakanda Has Black Panther, What Does Your 
Nation Have?” 

1) Poserin wrote, “A nicotine-addicted snake.” 

mortanddella commented, “COBRAS FUMANTES.” 

FirstEvolutionist commented: 

“There’s an expression in Brazil, used when something is 
unlikely to happen nem se a cobra fumar (not even if a snake 
starts smoking). Similar to saying ‘when pigs fly.’ 

“In 1943 Brazil had organized the Brazilian Expeditionary 
forces (Força Expedicionária Brasileira — FEB). But the 
saying going around was that ‘It’s more likely for a snake to 
smoke a pipe than for the FEB to go to the front and fight.’ 

“Eventually, Brazil did deploy the FEB to help the US in 
WWII. So the members referred to themselves as smoking 
snakes. 

“Since then, the expression evolved into something difficult 
to achieve or to imply things are about to heat up meaning 
that a cobra vai fumar (the snake will smoke).” 

UncleTedGenneric commented: 

“Fucking wonderful! 

“Thanks so much. I’m an absolute sucker for learning about 
rhetoric I’ve never experienced and the added etymology is 
so fucking appreciated.” 

2) LostFlowerSoul wrote, “Drunk president (Czech 
Republic).” 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oj046l/whats_somethin
g_a_stranger_did_for_you_that_you/ >. 
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 CWSTooth commented, “One of the most-liked presidents 
in my country was known for being drunk all the time. 
Greetings from Poland, neighbor.” 

Fangocvich commented, “He’s got a name, you know: Miloš 
Zeman (Czech President). 

steeltowndude commented, “The man is immortal but still 
ages. Pretty soon he’ll be semi-conscious (and that’s being 
generous) dust in the wind.” 

jctheabsoluteG1234 commented, “Could be worse, the one 
Russian head of state to visit my country was too intoxicated 
to get off the plane. So he didn’t visit.” 

3) Billbapoker wrote, “Wolverine.” 

juicelee777 wrote: 

“I love that Canadians who are often stereotyped as being 
polite and friendly are represented by a fictional character 
who is classically gruff and grumpy. 

“Wolverine is the anger translator of the Canadian people.”25 

26. “What Are Some Subtle Signs Of Wealth?” 

Ambitious-Scarcity-3 wrote, “I saw a guy at our 
neighborhood restaurant buy all the kids (I think there were 
eight there at the time) ice cream, then get into his rust-
bucket of an El Camino and drive away. Wealth is typically 

 
25 Source: kryl0, “If Wakanda has Black Panther, what does your nation 
have?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/okvjdp/if_wakanda_ha
s_black_panther_what_does_your/ >. 
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 defined monetarily, but I don’t know if I’ll ever see anyone 
who ‘gets it’ more than this guy.”26 

27. “Parents Of Reddit, What Is The Most Hilarious Lie 
You Have Told To Your Children?” 

1) Steviemc007 wrote, “Google turns off after 8pm.” 

2) coocoorookoo121 wrote, “Near Christmas I used to tell 
them that when the red light was showing on the motion 
sensor on the wall Father Christmas was watching them to 
see if they were behaving.” 

3) lekanto wrote, “I told her that cattails (aka bulrushes) were 
wild corn dogs. I didn’t know she would believe me.” 

4) DerbhaleHitzgerald wrote, “I’m not a parent, but my 
friend once told me about how his parents lied to him. He 
was five years old and wanted to watch some new film on 
TV. But the problem was that this film started late at night. 
And then, in the evening, his mother came to my friend with 
grief on her face and said that the actor, who had to play the 
main character, got sick and so ‘there will be no film tonight, 
sweetie.’ He realized what actually happened only when he 
turned seven. Lol.” 

5) KYbywayofNY wrote, “That I was SO OLD that when I 
was a kid I actually went to school with Pebbles and Bam 
Bam from The Flintstones!” 

6) Safe-Razzmatazz wrote, “My dad once brought me to a 
seafood shack at the beach. Since I don’t live near the beach, 
I hadn’t been to any seafood places. They bring out this bowl 

 
26 Source: Capable_Set_9728, “What are some subtle signs of wealth?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 20 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oo094e/what_are_som
e_subtle_signs_of_wealth/ >. 
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 of ice water with lemons floating in it that you’re apparently 
supposed to dip your fingers / hands in it, never seen such a 
thing in my life, didn’t know it was a thing. So I ask my dad 
about this random bowl of water and lemons sitting there, 
and he tells me that there’s a ‘lemon-bobbing contest’ at the 
place that night and he entered us in it. So I’m totally down 
to bob for these lemons and win this nonexistent contest, and 
he let this go on for way too long before stopping me to tell 
me that he was joking … plus I was maybe 15 … old enough 
to know better. I can’t imagine what other people there 
thought was happening, but I hope it was entertaining for 
them. Damn, I was embarrassed. Lol.”27 

28. “Barbers Of Reddit, Do You Ever Look At A Haircut 
You Did And Think ‘I F*Cked This One Up’ And If So 
What Happened?” 

Junkstar wrote, “My last cut, the woman I go to asked me, 
‘Who the hell cut your hair last?’ It was her.” 

sir_blobface asked, “That’s a big self-burn. Did she 
eventually remember, or did she screw it up again?” 

Junkstar answered, “I told her. She spent extra time on the 
new cut.”28 

 
27 Source: ShakiriBhaiya, “Parents of Reddit, what is the most hilarious 
lie you have told to your children ?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ooyfpf/parents_of_redd
it_what_is_the_most_hilarious_lie/ >. 
28 Source: sir_blobface, “Barbers of reddit, do you ever look at a 
haircut you did and think ‘I f*cked this one up’ and if so what 
happened?” Reddit. AskReddit. 22 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/opb7xj/barbers_of_red
dit_do_you_ever_look_at_a_haircut/ >. 
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 29. “What Did You Do At Work, Your Boss Knows You 
Did It, And Yet You Can’t Work Out Why You Weren’t 
Fired?” 

littlewing2733 wrote, “Pretended we were having a sale to 
give a mother buying her child a discount toy and a bottle of 
water a 15% discount.”29 

30. “What Is The Funniest Thing Your Pet Learned To 
Do?” 

1) guess_im_screwed, wrote, “My dog learned to pretend 
she needs to go potty just so she can steal someone’s spot on 
the couch.” 

2) SpacemanSpiff6962 wrote: 

“I had an African Grey parrot that would wait until my dog 
fell asleep and then she would climb down her cage and 
sneak up on the dog and nip her butt and make the dog yipe. 
The parrot would then walk back to the cage laughing. I felt 
sorry for my dog, but it was hilarious. The bird would 
chuckle all the way back. 

“It also learned to recognize the pizza boxes and when we 
got one she would climb down and stand by the table waiting 
for a crust. Once she got one, she would go back to her cage 
and eat it. The greys are considered the smartest of all the 
parrots, and mine was very mischievous.” 

3) Ashuriastal wrote: 

 
29 Source: The_Thunder_Child, “What did you do at work, your boss 
knows you did it, and yet you can’t work out why you weren’t fired?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 22 July 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/opbikk/what_did_you_
do_at_work_your_boss_knows_you_did/ >. 
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 “My tiny dog will stand on his front legs and put his ass up 
in the air, then walk on his front legs and piss all over the 
wall. 

“He does this to assert his dominance by having his pee 
higher than the other dogs.” 

4) Snowy-avocado wrote: 

“My cat can tell the time. 

“My cat knows it’s dinner time when the clock on the wall 
says it’s 5:00. She does the same thing at breakfast at 7:00. 
When it’s a little bit too early, she sits in front of the clock 
and waits (staring without blinking) until the minute hand 
hits the hour. 

“When it’s time, she screams for food.” 

5) QUESTIONER-ASKS wrote, “One of my friends had a 
tarantula. I didn’t know they were trainable. My friend 
would say ‘high eight’ and he would put his finger on the 
glass, and his tarantula would tap each of her legs on his 
finger.” 

6) Uniquitous_Mr_H wrote, “I don’t know if it’s the funniest 
but our dog digs up dandelions to get at the roots. We didn’t 
teach her to do it. She just ate them when my wife did her 
weeding and realized she liked them. Now while my wife 
weeds she digs them up right alongside.” 

7) Sunny_Unsunny wrote, “I taught my dog to swear an oath 
on the Bible. He barks at the end. It’s pretty cute.” 

8) Embarrassed_Tax_6547 wrote, “Our boy dog knows that 
our girl dog barks at anything and everything. If she has a 
treat he wants, he’ll run to the front door and bark once or 
twice. which causes her to run to the door barking her head 
off. Then he runs over and gets her treat.” 
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 9) CourtneyFish-Lately wrote, “My cat has learned to race 
me up the stairs. We wait at the bottom and when I say ‘on 
your marks,’ he puts his front paws on the bottom step. 
When I say ‘get set, go,’ he races me up. Obviously he’s at 
the top straight away, but lately he gives me a head start and 
races up when I’m nearing the top. Every time.” 

10) Prossdog wrote: 

“We used to take my dog’s collar off at night so her tags 
wouldn’t jingle when she’d scratch in the middle of the 
night. As a joke my wife started saying, ‘Let’s get you 
naked!’ before she’d take it off. 

“Well one night she said it and the dog started walking over 
with her head down in anticipation of her collar coming off. 
She had learned the term.” 

11) boos-clues wrote, “I had the great idea of teaching my 
cat to ring bells for treats. Now I have to hide the bells.” 

12) GroundbreakingAide79 wrote, “My dog will pretend to 
be asleep to steal my food; she slowly moves forward 
whenever I look away. She thinks I don’t know.” 

13) Spacevampire97 wrote, “When we tell our dog to stop 
chewing on something he shouldn’t be chewing on, he turns 
it into a yawn and walks away like nothing happened. 
Doesn’t even look at us.” 

14) ghenghy26 wrote, “Our cat figured out that when our 
then-toddler woke up, we would, too, so he would get fed 
soon. That jerk started going in her room early in the 
morning and meowing until she woke up.”30 

 
30 Source: BeardedDrazonzRMine, “What is the funniest thing your pet 
learned to do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 24 July 2021 < 
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 31. “Who’s The Most Famous Person You’ve Met?” 

1) somepeoplewait wrote, “I didn’t meet him (as in we didn’t 
interact), but I once was having lunch with my girlfriend in 
a fairly small Manhattan restaurant where tables can be very 
close to each other, so you kind of learn not to look to your 
direct right or left too much to avoid making the person at 
the table next to you feel awkward. Anyway, my girlfriend, 
who is a tremendous Harry Potter fan, was sitting right next 
to Rupert Grint [Ron Weasley]. She didn’t know because she 
wasn’t looking to her right to see the person next to her, but 
I could easily see him every time I looked forward, which 
was (obviously) most of the meal. After many minutes I 
found a break in the conversation to justify checking my 
phone and texting her, ‘You’re sitting right next to Rupert 
Grint.’” 

2) Dampware wrote, “I worked on a David Lee Roth video 
(mid-late 1980s?) We were working late on it, into the wee 
hours. A big dude showed up in the edit bay, unannounced 
and kinda flopped down on the sofa in the back of the room, 
didn’t really say much. I was getting nervous and was about 
to call security … until he removed his hat and all that hair 
came out. It was the man himself.” 

3) vasaryo wrote, “On a trip back up from Florida with my 
dad, we stopped at a gas station near downtown Miami. This 
semi painted with a movie poster of some kind on the side. 
We were just finished driving 22 straight hours and were in 
no mood for anything. So up comes this guy with a Texas 
accent. He’s followed by cameras and he gives us both a hat 
and asks us how we are doing and my dad replies with a curt 
and rude, ‘We are very tired. Thanks for the hats,’ and we 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/or2cyy/what_is_the_fu
nniest_thing_your_pet_learned_to_do/ >. 
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 walked inside. I heard the guy laugh and say, ‘Can’t win ’em 
all.’ Later that week we finally get back home in Michigan 
after a lot of driving and talk to my mom about it. She asks 
for the hats, which had the film title on ’em, and she looked 
up a poster for the movie that was releasing in two weeks 
called Sahara. She shows us the poster and only then did we 
realize we blew off Matthew McConaughey.” 

4) KingGuy420 wrote, “I met Santa Claus at the mall. Nice 
guy.” 

5) Sometimesokayideas wrote: 

“Ed McMahon, the old face of New Year’s Eve and some 
older tv shows, sat next to him for lunch at a cafe. Didn’t 
know who he was at first, not my generation, but our server 
was making it out to be a huge deal, loudly.  

“‘Oh, my god! Do you know who you’re sitting next to?’ 

“My friend and I look at each other and then around 
confused. I see him, and I then connect the mental dots for 
New Year’s Eve and … honestly, this might not have been 
the best thing to say, maybe. ‘Who, him? He’s just someone 
trying to eat lunch, too, man.’ 

“The server got huffy for some reason. I was amazed and 
really embarrassed by proxy. 

“After the server left, McMahon himself got up and walked 
off and I remember thinking he totally dined and dashed, no 
check exchanged … and then the manager comes over and 
tells us our check was paid for by him and thank you for not 
ruining his lunch.” 

6) OldmanGamer65 wrote, “Johnny Cash’s brother. I also 
met many of the old-time Boston Red Sox Players like Ted 
Williams, Luis Tiant, and Bill Lee, to name a few. I also had 
a few neighbors who played for the Patriots over the years. 
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 Many [were] not the most famous people. One thing in 
common with all of those people who I have met. They are 
just normal people who enjoyed their work. Otherwise they 
enjoyed spending time with folks who treated them like any 
other person who you met.” 

No_Expectations__ wrote, “You met Ted Williams!” 

OldmanGamer65 responded, “Yes, I did. This was many 
years after he played for the Red Sox. I met him at one of the 
Red Sox Camps. A camp where fans can go for a week to 
play ball with retired Red Sox Players. You spend time 
enjoying a week playing ball then hanging out later with 
various players. A lot of times you and a group simply go to 
a local bar drinking and enjoying a great night talking. 
For many of the old players, the camp was also a great 
vacation week for themselves as well.” 

7) No_Leader_2711 wrote, “Can’t remember his name. But 
a substitute teacher I had growing up was a Civil War 
reenactor. Him and his fellow reenactor buddies would get 
cast as Civil War extras. Anywhere from small low-budget 
films to documentaries on PBS and big Hollywood movies. 
He wasn’t really famous, but I thought it was cool.” 

8) Sometimesokayideas wrote: 

“Not sure you’d call it meeting but Johnny Depp. He and his 
comedian friend would walk by my house many early 
mornings on an exercise stroll around the same time I was 
out watering the yard. 

“I honestly didn’t recognize him at first, he looked so 
different. A friend from school, who had become friends 
with the comedian, said that Depp was staying with him and 
was uber bummed he couldn’t hang out, too. 

“Anyway for two weeks or so, almost every morning, wed 
exchange a neighborly morning and a head nod or half wave. 
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 One time he said nice pjs (ironically) on a day where I was 
out wearing my ridiculously colorful minions riding 
unicorns pants.” 

9) gorillamagnet wrote: 

“Chuck Berry. 

“He wouldn’t sign an autograph for me. He said, ‘Naww, 
man, I sign autographs only for chicks.’ Then he shakes my 
hand and says, ‘Sorry, man, I gots to split’ and drives away 
in his rented car.” 

lonemonk commented, “That was Chuck, all right. He forgot 
to mention he will sign autographs for money, but he could 
probably tell you weren’t holding enough.” 

goreillamagnet responded, “I wasn’t. I was 19. But the story 
is better than the autograph.”31 

32. “What Would You Do If You Were A Billionaire?” 

doomed_phoenix wrote, “Become a millionaire.”32 

33. “What Are Examples Of Cats Showing Care For 
Their Humans?” 

1) Back2Bach wrote: 

 
31 Source: thefel1x, “Who’s the most famous person you’ve met?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 4 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oxw3pl/whos_the_mos
t_famous_person_youve_met/ >. 
32 Source: retweeter0599, “What would you do if you were a billionaire 
?” Reddit. AskReddit. 6 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/oyzl7c/what_would_yo
u_do_if_you_were_a_billionaire/ >. 
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 “When the mailman pushes incoming mail through the letter 
slot in the front door, Mr. Kitty (a big Maine Coon) delivers 
each piece to where I’m sitting. 

“One by one, he brings each item in his teeth and drops them 
at my feet — looking up with his affectionate deep-green 
eyes. (For heavier items, he bats them with his strong paws 
until the job is fully accomplished.)” 

2) SarahTheJuneBug wrote: 

“My grandparents had a cat (well, it was really a cat that 
decided she lived there) named Misty. Misty would follow 
me around whenever I showed up at their house. One time at 
a party when she was following me, I went in to use the 
bathroom. Went back out and she was sitting and waiting for 
me very patiently. 

“I am on the autism spectrum and get overwhelmed — and 
very easily so when I was a child. At what I think was the 
same family party, I hid between my grandparents’ cars (yes 
I’m aware as an adult that was not a great place to hide) and 
sat down to take a breather. I may have been crying, I can’t 
remember. 

“Misty shoved herself on my lap and started purring. I 
calmed down quickly. Misty liked kids, but always seemed 
to keep an eye on me in particular.” 

3) Little-Don wrote, “I’m older than most on here. I had a 
bad accident 10 years ago. Some of my bones are now 
titanium. On rainy days this is painful. On rainy mornings, 
before I wake up, my cat will lie on my enhanced parts, and 
slowly purr. He is a live action, vibrating heating pad. And 
he knows where I hurt before I wake up.” 

4) Time_Image6197 wrote, “I had a panic attack once and 
got in the shower under hot water. My cat wouldn’t stop 
meowing at me while I was crying and tried crawling in the 
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 tub while the water was on! She was so upset she couldn’t 
reach me when I was sad and it made me feel much better. I 
lay down later and she stayed next to me the whole time.”33 

34. “Hi, Reddit. What Is Something You Like About 
Yourself And Why? (Serious)” 

doorknobsandboxes wrote: 

“My parents are both scarily accurate whenever they 
‘predict’ something. 

“Very recently we were standing in a line and my dad said 
‘Watch, that woman is going to get really upset at the man 
at the front desk in about 15 minutes,’ and then he pulled up 
his clock on his phone to time how accurate his predication 
of the time was, like he was absolutely positive in the actual 
prediction more so than the estimated time. I started asking 
him how he knew she would be upset, and he told me that 
she didn’t have a mask and waited in line for an hour and 
would be turned away. I asked him about a bunch of 
possibilities like she might have a mask in her pocket or she 
might be able to ask someone in her car to bring one to her, 
and he explained why each was too unlikely, and sure 
enough she was furious 13 minutes later and stormed away 
because she wasn’t allowed in without a mask. Sometimes 
it’s a little bit cooler than that, like once my mom whispered 
to me that she was excited to see how the proposal at the next 
table over was gonna go and the man at the next table over 
proposed that night. 

“Both of my parents are like that and I always felt really 
dumb compared to them, but sometimes I’ll make a 

 
33 Source: Paolettimoyaki, “What are examples of cats showing care for 
their humans?” Reddit. AskReddit. 8 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/p0ksk3/what_are_exa
mples_of_cats_showing_care_for_their/ >. 
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 comment about something like that and my friends will be 
really confused as to my conclusion, and then whatever I 
said will be completely accurate. I love the deductive 
reasoning my parents taught me.”34 

35. “What Is The Single Most Embarrassing Thing To 
Happen To You In Your Life So Far?”  

FormerFruit, the Original Poster, added, “Tell the story of 
what the most mortifying thing you have ever been through 
has been, whether it directly involved yourself or involved 
someone else.” 

1) changhyun wrote: 

“When I was little (probably around 12ish?) I was feeling 
sick and couldn’t sleep so I went to sit with my parents for a 
bit. They were flicking through TV channels looking for 
something to watch and the movie Wild Things was on. 
Neither of my parents had seen it or knew anything about it 
but it had Neve Campbell in so I asked if we could watch it 
because I’d liked her ever since Scream. So we did. 

“The movie was already a little way in, and this scene with 
Neve’s character, another girl and a guy started and they 
were in a swimming pool. And they start getting busy. Like, 
graphically, soft-core porn busy. And I was mortified to be 
watching this in front of my parents, and just sat there like a 
statue, trying to feign professional disinterest. Like I was an 
antiques inspector coolly appraising a Victorian vase or 
something. I can’t acknowledge there is a horny thing on the 
TV in front of my parents, I must just pretend it’s not 

 
34 Source: AAmReinvented, “Hi Reddit. What is something you like 
about yourself and why? (Serious)” Reddit. AskReddit. 9 August 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/p0xrbg/hi_reddit_what
_is_something_you_like_about/ >. 
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 happening and what’s unfolding is about as interesting to me 
as a documentary about bugs. 

“After the scene ended, I sagged in probably visible relief 
and glanced back at my parents. My dad had nodded off on 
the sofa and my mum wasn’t even looking at the TV— she 
was totally engrossed in her crossword.” 

2) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“An ex was called Dan. He was having to work away as part 
of his new job. To spice things up, we were sexting a lot. He 
asked me one day to send him some photos so I took them. 
Then I got asked last minute to join a meeting (I was working 
from home, hence being able to take pics at the drop of a hat) 
and sent the photos in a rush. 

“During my meeting, my dad texted me, but I didn’t think 
anything of it. I checked my messages after my call and 
realised I had sent my photos to Dad, not Dan. They were 
right next to each other in my contacts and, in my rush, I 
picked the wrong one. I wanted to die. All my dad texted 
back was whether or I not I was joining my family for 
Sunday roast that weekend. He’s never mentioned the photos 
to this day.”35 

36. “Women Who Play Dungeons and Dragons, What 
Are Your Best Stories When Joining A New Dungeons 
and Dragons Group?” 

Meretneith wrote: 

 
35 Source: FormerFruit, “What is the single most embarrassing to 
happen to you in your life so far?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 August 2021 
< 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/p0zmoe/what_is_the_
single_most_embarrassing_to_happen_to/ >. 
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 “Let me recount what I think is one of the coolest moves in 
Dungeon Mastering history ever: 

“We usually play in a local nerd pub (pre-COVID at least). 
We meet once a week, always at the same time. Because it 
is a nerd pub, there are several other roleplaying groups 
playing at the same time and since tables for groups need to 
be reserved it can happen that you play next to the same 
neighbors for weeks to months. 

“Fast forward to one memorable session. My party is 
investigating some strange magical phenomena involving 
travel between places, time and dimensions and suddenly we 
walk into a trap, at which point the DM rolls, points at me 
and another party member and tells us to swap seats with two 
members at the neighboring table. Our DM and their DM 
had secretly come up with a wicked plan, led both parties 
through similar quests for weeks only to culminate in players 
from each party swapping places for the remainder of the 
campaign. It was absolutely awesome to be thrown into a 
completely new campaign with new party members, truly 
not having any idea what was going on over there.” 

River_in_the_forest commented, “That sounds amazing.” 

Meretneith responded: 

“It truly was amazing. I cannot hype it enough. One of the 
best campaigns I ever played. 

“There were also links between both campaigns hidden in 
the previous sessions (like stuff vanishing in our campaign 
that turned up in theirs, their actions influencing our 
campaign and vice-versa (because the Dungeon Masters 
were exchanging quick notes via text during the breaks), we 
literally had a ‘Why are you wearing my hat!’ situation) and 
info from the respective other campaign was needed to solve 
the mystery in the end. Truly, truly awesome.” 
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 16WhispersOfBlkood commented, “That sounds awesome. 
Thanks for the story.” 

Meretneith responded: 

“It was awesome, mainly, because none of us suspected a 
thing and it really came as a complete surprise. 

“We were just as confused as our characters when we sat 
down at the new table not knowing where or when we are, 
(if we are even still playing DnD) what is happening, and 
who all the other people are.”36 

37. “What Is The Clumsiest Thing You’ve Ever Done?” 

dindia91 wrote, “When I was 17, I snuck into a club with 
friends. I did not yet drink alcohol. I kept slipping in my 
heels and falling since I was not used to wearing those kind 
of shoes. The bouncer threw us out for being ‘too 
intoxicated.’ It still gets brought up occasionally and I’m 30. 
Oops.” 

crazynekosama commented, “This happened to my friend 
and me! It was her fault, though, because she insisted on 
wearing these sky-high boots for the first time and she 
couldn’t walk in them. Bouncer kicked us out after he 
watched me practically carry her down the stairs to the 
washroom because she couldn’t walk properly. We were 
basically sober.”37 

 
36 Source: 16WhispersOfBlood, “Women who play dnd. What are your 
best stories when joining into a new dnd group?” Reddit. AskWomen. 
12 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/p2vwba/women_who
_play_dnd_what_are_your_best_stories/ >. 
37 Source: amzz87, “What is the most clumsiest thing you’ve ever 
done?” Reddit. AskReddit. 19 August 2021 < 
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 38. “What’s A Boring Fact About Yourself?” 

1) Ahoymaties1 wrote, “I buy Harley [Harley-Davidson] 
shirts for my stepdad to places I’ve been. He’s got a bunch 
of shirts from places he’s never been.” 

row_the_boat wrote, “Ha! We used to do this for our dad, 
too. He has a closet full of Harley t-shirts. He finally got to 
a point where he said he doesn’t have room in his closet 
anymore so we had to stop buying them for him.” 

2) wingerktl wrote, “I like to look at restaurant menus. It 
doesn’t matter what kind of restaurant, fine dining, fast food, 
even places I have no intention of visiting. I just like to see 
what they’re offering.” 

629mrsn commented, “I get that. I read cookbooks for fun.” 

3) SSopuS wrote, “I load my dishwasher well. Like so good 
at it.” 

Melonby77 commented, “Me, too. It’s like doing a puzzle. 
And the nightmare of repacking it after some yobbo has had 
a go. XD.” 

carriealamode commented, “OMG, a very small club I can 
join. I hate doing it but I can’t let my wife do it. She runs it 
like a third full. Mostly due to bad packing.” 

4) lilcats1 wrote, “My husband and I only ever argue when 
we drink, and even then our arguments are just accusing each 
other of being boring.” 

5) SerExcelsior wrote, “I like to buy books and never read 
them.” 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/p7lyrs/what_is_the_m
ost_clumsiest_thing_youve_ever_done/ >. 
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 lazylazagna commented, “I read this somewhere: ‘Book 
buying is a hobby, totally unrelated to reading.’”38 

39. “What’s A Wholesome Way To Fuck With Your 
Neighbor?” 

1) bobthebobofbob wrote: 

“This one was pretty specific to my situation at the time, but 
I always thought it was funny. One day a long time ago when 
I was in the Army, we were cleaning out an old shipping 
container that was filled with random shit and I found this 
huge stack of those yellow ‘Support the Troops’ ribbon 
magnets. There was probably around 50 of them. Pretty 
much everything in this container was just being trashed so 
I decided to take the magnets and put them in my backpack 
I had with me. I had no idea what I was going to do with 
them, but I just had a feeling I could put them to good use. 

“So a few days later I was coming back to the barracks where 
I lived and I noticed I still had the bag in my car and I needed 
to bring it into my room. As I got out of my car, I noticed I 
had parked next to my friend/neighbor so I put one of the 
magnets on his driver’s side door. The next day he showed 
up to work and he couldn’t shut up about someone putting 
this random magnet on his car and no one knew where it 
came from. 

“So naturally every couple of days I would grab another 
magnet from the stack and put it on his car somewhere. This 
drove him absolutely crazy for about two months. The only 
reason I stopped was because one day he was hanging out in 
my room and noticed the stack of magnets in my closet. The 

 
38 Source: Grapezard, “What’s a boring fact about yourself?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 23 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pabntp/whats_a_boring
_fact_about_yourself/ >. 
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 look on his face when he yelled, ‘You motherfucker!’ as he 
realized it was me who was tormenting him was one of the 
funniest things I’ve ever seen.” 

2) NeedsMoreTuba wrote: 

“Buy some colorful shiny pinwheels and put them in your 
potted plants when it’s sunny outside. 

“When the sun shines on them, it will reflect colored lights 
like a disco ball. Aim that reflection at your neighbor’s 
windows. 

“I did this to myself by accident and I thought the cops were 
outside because all I saw were a bunch of flashing lights.” 

3) SPACEFUNK wrote, “We used to set up those giant 
inflatable Xmas decorations in a neighbor’s yard late at night 
or while they were at work. The decorations ended up 
traveling around the neighborhood.”39 

40. “What’s The Simplest Thing That Makes You 
Happy?” 

1) lucky_cowboy_15 wrote, “Ducks. They amuse the hell 
out of me.” 

HotMathStar commented, “Watching them bob under the 
water to grab a snack while their feathery butts stick in the 
air and their little feet pedal in the air. :-)” 

Megamoss commented: 

 
39 Source: Zaptagious, “What’s a wholesome way to fuck with your 
neighbor?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pc3vr2/whats_a_whole
some_way_to_fuck_with_your_neighbor/ >. 
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 “Last time I went to my local zoo, I was in the underwater 
observation section where you can see the seals doing their 
thing. 

“There were some ducks that had taken up residence in the 
enclosure and they were diving and swimming underwater. 

“Fucking fascinating. You see ducks all the time but never 
underwater because the water ducks usually inhabit is quite 
murky and you can’t actually see what they get up to. 

“They’re actually pretty graceful underwater. Probably the 
highlight of the day. 

“Sorry, Mr. Polar Bear. But you were boring as shit.” 

i_nobes_what_i_nobes responded, “Polar bear: ‘How’s 
aboot you come over here and say that, eh?’” 

2) Ilikedogsmoredenppl wrote, “Coming home from a shitty 
shift to see pets that are just SO EXCITED TO SEE YOU! 
You kinda forget how shitty your day was because you know 
you’ve made their day by coming home.” 

LollyHutzenklutz commented, “My house is like bizarro 
world. My dog (who’s almost 16 years old) slowly gets up 
and sorta nods hello, then walks outside for a pee. Barely 
even get a tail wag these days. But my three cats are all over 
me at the door! Mostly because they know I’m about to feed 
them, but still, I’ll take it.” 

3) none-to-nothing wrote, “Solitude. I don’t get it very often 
so it’s very special when it happens.” 

maruffin wrote, “So true. People don’t know that being alone 
can be joyful. So many only see the loneliness side of 
solitude.” 

4) kcdea wrote: 
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 “Every morning I have the same breakfast: a toasted 
everything bagel with a fried egg and a slice of Monterey 
Jack cheese inside (sometimes I get freaky and add some 
fresh basil leaves) with a cup of earl grey tea. 

“Some people may say it’s boring, but it brings a smile to 
my face every morning without fail.” 

Itspronouncedhodl commented, “Jesus. That is NOT boring. 
That is exciting, and decadent!” 

23dandellion commented: 

“My dad has the same exact lunch every single day for years 
now — veggie soup.  

“He says it makes him very happy and enjoys the taste of it 
every single day he makes it.”40 

  

 
40 Source: 0223dandelion, “What’s the simplest thing that makes you 
happy?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pc9hpg/whats_the_sim
plest_thing_that_makes_you_happy/ >. 
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 Chapter 3: Questions 41-60 

41. “What Made The ‘High School Legend’ Become A 
Legend?” 

1) Spirited_Tiger7430 wrote: 

“The senior class was gathered in the gym for a pep-rally-
type event, but there weren’t any planned events so we 
students were getting bored and restless. In an effort to 
engage us, teachers offered to let kids tell jokes into the 
microphone. The very first guy that goes to the microphone 
triumphantly asks, ‘HOW DEEP ARE WE GONNA GO, 
MEN?’ and every male in the stands shouted back, ‘BALLS 
DEEP!’ 

“‘HOW DEEP?’  

“‘BALLS DEEP!’ 

“The call-and -esponse quickly ended when the teachers 
swarmed him and took away the microphone. Jokes were 
over for the day. 

“Later in the year, they hold another senior event in the gym 
but instead of jokes they let kids sing karaoke. Fun! Until the 
microphone goes missing between songs. Everyone is seated 
in the stands when that same guy stands up just laughing his 
ass off because someone handed him the microphone. The 
teachers say, ‘Don’t,’ and he just keeps laughing. He 
manages to ask a single question into the microphone: 

“‘HOW DEEP?’  

“For the first time I understood school pride as 900 students 
(even the girls) joined in shouting, ‘BALLS DEEP!’ 

“Legend.” 

Drix22 commented, “This reminds me of the girls’ swim and 
dive team in high school; their unofficial motto was ‘Faster! 
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 Harder! Deeper!’ and then a grunt. Later in the year they all 
got unofficial shirts with the motto.” 

ClothDiaperAddicts commented, “My senior year, our 
varsity cheerleaders wore t-shirts with their skirts that said, 
‘Get U Some,’ on the front with a cheering megaphone thing 
and ‘Spirit’ on the back.” 

2) Thalia-Yehuda- wrote: 

“Not a local legend, but more of a local myth: 

“In Krakow, Poland there’s a statue of a dragon that shoots 
out fire. As the story goes, there was a dragon that was 
notorious for eating virgins, which essentially pissed 
everybody off in the town. Enough was enough, and the king 
decided to offer his daughter up for marriage as an award to 
anyone who could slay the dragon. This prompted many men 
to try and kill the beast, yet to no success. When all hope was 
thought to be lost, a shoemaker decided to create a sheep 
decoy that was filled with sulfur, and placed it in front of the 
dragon’s cave. The next morning, the dragon wakes up, sees 
the sheep decoy, and eats it whole. As a result, the dragon’s 
throat began to burn, and the mighty beast rushed to the 
Vitula river and began to drink. However, sulfur and water 
are highly reactive when combined; thus, the dragon 
exploded and died. The king true to his word offered his 
daughter to the shoemaker, who found himself unworthy of 
her hand, and politely declined. Instead, the shoemaker 
requested the dragon skin of the slain monster to make shoes. 

“Legend has it that, if you search hard enough in Krakow, 
you can find shoes made of dragon skin today!” 

3) ChaoticForkingGood wrote: 

“We had a teacher who was infamous for not letting you go 
to the bathroom no matter what. I mean so much so that if 
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 you accidentally started your period in class, she’d make you 
wait. (This happened.) 

“So there was a girl who we’ll call Katie in class, who tended 
to be a bit of a troublemaker. Katie hated that teacher 
because she’d beg to go to the bathroom and got shut down 
every time. 

“At the end of the year, Katie asked one more time to go to 
the bathroom. The teacher said no. 

“Katie asked another time five minutes later. The teacher 
said no again. 

“Five minutes after that, Katie asked again, but said that the 
teacher was not going to like what happened if the teacher 
didn’t let her go. The teacher hit the roof and said that if she 
said one more thing, Katie would be sent to the principal. 

“Katie shrugged and said, ‘This is on you, then,’ and pissed 
on her seat, right where she was. 

“The teacher sent her to the principal, who called her parents, 
one of whom was a urologist. Her father yelled at the 
principal. The teacher ended up in deep shit. According to 
other kids, she never denied another kid the bathroom again. 

“Katie was a fucking legend.” 

4) ChaoticForkingGood also wrote this: 

“I almost forgot, I have another one! 

“Our AP [Advanced Placement]English teacher went out on 
maternity leave, and we got a sub who did not give a single 
shit. We were studying Romeo and Juliet, and she just 
decided to throw on the 1968 Zeffirelli film version. She just 
brought out a book and started reading. 
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 “Well, she didn’t think that out too well because Juliet gets 
topless in that one. Some little shit said, ‘Ma’am, I didn’t get 
that scene. Could we rewind it?’ 

“She barely looked up. Totally missed the boobs. 

“Five whole students pulled this (including a girl) before she 
noticed. Those five were gods in the school for a little bit.” 

5) sweetpotatofriesssss wrote, “Similar to this, one time 
there was this teacher who wouldn’t allow students to use 
the bathroom. No exceptions. You could be on the verge of 
exploding and he didn’t care. So one time a girl was on her 
period and she needed to go to the bathroom asap. He 
wouldn’t let her leave and just claimed, ‘You can hold it in,’ 
and ‘This class is more important.’ So this kid reached into 
her pants, pulled out a bloody tampon, and walked across the 
room and threw it in the trash. She then opened her 
backpack, pulled out a fresh tampon, and reached her hand 
into her pants again. When I say this teacher was red in the 
face, I’m not kidding. He looked like a tomato. The best 
part? It was health class.” 

Note by David Bruce: No, girls and women can’t just “hold 
it in.” 

6) Theo_Northswaine wrote: 

“Year ten, Head Boy has to be picked (England). And it’s 
picked by vote. It’s a year group of about 150 students. So 
we had the obvious, popular, well-liked by everyone kids. 
We had the popular cricket players, the football captain and 
the sophisticated, obvious choice. Me in my little posse of 
in-betweeners, I suggest FUCK THAT. 

“We pick one guy from the ‘forgotten kids’ club, let’s call 
him Chris. This guy has pretty below-average grades, not a 
lick of athletic ability and as for his social abilities … well, 
he’s part of a group of kids who stayed behind and spent 
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 lunch time in the German teacher’s class because he got 
bullied so bad on the school yard. 

“Chris found himself named Head Boy to his absolute shock 
due to the minority being united and the nobheads all split 
and vying for position. He was a good dude as well, really 
committed himself to it. His grades improved, he became a 
better speaker, the lad glowed up considerably and by the 
end of year eleven we had a whole army of people carrying 
him down the street for the final end-of-exams parade. We 
would just sing his praises despite not knowing him that well 
and it just caught on. (Dick move, I know, but we did 
genuinely like him and thought it would be good for him.) 

“I like to take credit for suggesting the whole movement, but 
really it was just a testament to how one downtrodden dude 
can rise to the occasion and became an absolute fucking 
ambassador for an entire school. He won over everyone. The 
dude was impossible to hate.”41 

42. “What Was The Funniest, Strangest, Or Weirdest 
Thing You’ve Overheard, Anywhere?” 

asingularbean wrote: 

“At the time I was probably 13-14 (29 now). Grew up in a 
small Canadian village, so this was personally shocking, at 
the time, to overhear. 

“I was in line at Walmart and overheard a young girl and her 
mom talking. The little girl asks, ‘Are we going to Uncle 

 
41 Source: Nearby-Level6472, “What made the ‘high school legend’ 
become a legend?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pefk4j/what_made_the
_high_school_legend_become_a_legend/ >. 
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 Brian’s house?’ And her mom says, ‘Yes, sweetie, but it’s 
not Uncle Brian anymore. She’s Uncle Brenda now.’ 

“I thought it was wild! 

“Now, looking back, I think it was so sweet how supportive 
mamma was.”42 

43. “What Is Your Funniest Drunk Girls In Club 
Bathrooms Story?” 

1) Icy-Organization-338 wrote: 

“At a very classy restaurant, went to the bathroom and a girl 
who had recently (but fully healed) got breast implants was 
basically giving a TED talk on how amazing they were and 
encouraging everyone to feel them and compare them to 
their own natural breasts. 

“Another time I went to the bathroom with a work friend, 
who started chatting with another girl at the sink. They both 
complimented each other’s outfits and then swapped them 
there and then, and left the restaurant in a new dress each.” 

2) InkGeode wrote: 

“This was at a frat house, not a club, but there was a 
bathroom with a broken lock, the door opened into the 
bathroom but the toilet was in this like partitioned area so 
this drunk girl (I was also drunk) I met there and I both went 
in so one of us could guard the door and one of us could use 
the toilet. A few seconds after we got in there (she was 
guarding the door first), a guy knocked on the door. She 

 
42 Source: TheRedRizzo777, “What was the funniest,strangest or weird 
thing you’ve overheard, anywhere?” Reddit. AskWomen. 29 August 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/pe5tjl/what_was_the_
funnieststrangest_or_weird_thing/ >. 
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 yelled through that it was occupied but it felt like every few 
seconds the guy would knock again. When I was done, I 
went to take my place at the door right as the guy knocked 
again and the girl just whipped opened the door and yelled 
in his face, ‘Don’t you know to let a woman pee in peace? 
Do you want an up-close look at a bleeding vagina? If you 
need to use the bathroom that badly, find a fucking bush!’ 
And slammed the door in his face. There was a sort of meek 
‘sorry’ from him through the door, but we were left alone 
after that. 

“Looking back on it the day after, I realized the poor dude 
was actually one of the sober brothers working the party that 
night and definitely thought we were usurping the bathroom 
to hook up and was trying to deter us from doing so.”43 

44. “What’s A Subtle Sign That Someone IS A Good 
Person But Doesn’t Want To Show It?” 

1) DsmathBYU88 wrote: 

“Had a teacher growing up that was came across as very 
strict and standoffish, gave off this air of ‘learn the material 
or fail.’ In reality though, he would answer any questions 
you had, even if it was being repeated, was incredibly 
patient, and would stay as late as he needed to in order to 
make sure the students understood the material. If a majority 
of the class bombed a test, he would address it with the class 
to understand what went wrong and would redo the material 
if needed. 

“Looking at him or just popping by his class, you’d think 
he’d be a typical hard-ass, but in reality he cared immensely 

 
43 Source: NotBuiltForThisWorld, “What is your funniest drunk girls in 
club bathrooms story?” Reddit. AskWomen. 30 August 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/pec08e/what_is_your
_funniest_drunk_girls_in_club/ >. 
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 about making sure we understood our lessons and were 
prepared for the next year.” 

alyssasaccount wrote: 

“I had a physics professor in college who was terrifying. 
Tough as nails, incredibly and intimidatingly smart, and … 
also … okay, remember Matt Foley, the Chris Farley 
motivational speaker who lived in a van down by the river? 
He was terrifying like that. And really demanding. His 
lectures were fast paced and my hand would be sore from 
taking notes every day in his class. His homework sets were 
not easy. His exams were brutal. 

“But I got to know him over time, and I saw how incredibly 
hard he worked to be a better professor, whether as a teacher 
or a mentor for both undergrads and grad students, or as a 
researcher himself. You can imagine that women in his class 
might be intimidated — one woman described how (a) he 
would intentionally call on her during lectures (because he 
tried really hard to call on everybody, and specifically 
women, so as to correct for what we now call implicit bias, 
etc.), and (b) he stopped calling on her when she asked him 
to stop (because she was just trying to keep up in class and 
didn’t like to be put on the spot). 

“He ended up having a number of women in his lab. There 
were plenty of professors in the department who seemed 
much more ‘enlightened’ … but who were absolutely the 
reason the so few women stay in physics. He was the 
opposite. He was simply amazing. 

“Like your professor, he came across as a typical hard-ass, 
but holy shit he cared so much and worked so hard for his 
students, both as a physicist and as a person.” 

luv2gethigh wrote, “I had a teacher like that a few years 
back. Unfortunately, he passed a year after I left the school. 
RIP, Mr. G, thank you for believing in me.” 
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 Splickity-Lit commented, “Hard-asses are often the people 
who care, the good ones are the ones who know how to help, 
but regardless, all of them (teachers) have to put up with an 
insane amount of senseless shit.” 

cscf0360 commented: 

“I had a math teacher like this in high school. She assigned 
mountains of homework and was super obnoxious about 
showing your work for everything. I was always a bit of a 
challenge for her. I picked up the material super quickly, but 
unknowingly had undiagnosed ADD so I would immediately 
lose interest the second I grasped the ideas. And showing 
work was painful when I could find shortcuts to get the right 
answers. 

“She eventually wore me down to the point where I did show 
all of my work and kept me engaged by calling on me to go 
up to the board and do a difficult problem in front of the class 
while talking through what I was doing. 

“Looking back, I realized she was calm, infinitely patient, 
and as thorough as the student needed her to be. She could 
communicate advanced concepts in multiple ways so that 
every student could grasp a concept in the way that made the 
most sense to them. 

“After college, I went back and thanked her for being by far 
the best math teacher I’d ever had. She told me that she had 
regular visits from prior students like me, and that those 
visits are what drove her. I never really saw it while her 
student, but she had a killer wry sense of humor. I 
inadvertently took up her entire off period and apologized 
profusely when students started coming in, but she insisted 
that I stay for a few minutes. 

“She asked if I remembered how to complete the square, 
which was a method for solving a particular type of 
polynomials. Yeah, I think so? She wrote the problem on the 
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 board and asked me to solve it while explaining all of the 
steps. I can’t express how happy that made me and how 
proud I was to do it perfectly for her. 

“She said, ‘Bravo, Mr. Cfcs! Have you done that since you 
were last in my class five years ago? No? Then tell me, was 
all of that homework worth it?’ 

“Yes. Absolutely.” 

2) Dynasuarex-Wrecks wrote, “I’ve discovered that often 
what appears to be indifference is actually an internal 
struggle of ‘I am extremely concerned about this, but I don’t 
think that it’s any of my fucking business or requires my 
intervention.’” 

BoxFortress commented, “Exactly that. Had to put my dog 
down last year in the middle of lockdown, so couldn’t even 
be there for her when it happened. She was so scared when 
they took her away from me and then I had to go back to 
work. My coworkers just kept quiet and dealt with people 
for me because they could tell I was trying not to break 
down.” 

Kaiser-so-say responded, “I am sooo sorry you had to go 
through that. I hope you’re finally at a point where you can 
think of all of the happy days / years she had in your care 
and feel proud of the love you gave her.” 

BosFortess replied, “Thank you. That means a lot <3. She 
was a sweet doggy who was happy and gentle. I miss her a 
lot, but I had her for 16 wonderful years. She’s buried next 
to her best friend (who died the year previous and I was able 
to be there with her at the end), and I hope they are blissful 
and carefree in doggy heaven.”44 

 
44 Source: Soshampulin, “What’s a subtle sign that someone IS a good 
person but doesn’t want to show it?” Reddit. AskReddit. 1 September 
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 45. “What Is One Beautiful Thing You Saw Today?” 

1) likethefish33 wrote, “My husband was laid up with a 
stomach bug and was crying out for a frozen lemonade ice 
pop but I’ve got a terrible cold myself so I can’t go out. I 
happened to be looking in the freezer for something else and, 
lo, right at the bottom there was a lone lemonade ice pop. 
The smile on his face and relief was immense.” 

2) [namecensored] wrote: 

“It didn’t happen today, but it is the only thing I can think of. 
A few days ago, I was making deliveries and one woman’s 
kids came running to the door when I rang their doorbell. 
They were so excited to get what I was delivering. One of 
her sons hugged my legs and wouldn’t let go. She started 
apologizing, but I didn’t mind; sometimes children don’t 
know any better, and as long as he isn’t harming me then it’s 
all right. She then told me that he has autism and rarely 
shows anyone affection so I must be special. One part of me 
assumed he was hugging me only because I brought them 
food, but another part of me was so happy because my 
younger brother has autism, so I’ve worked on 
understanding children with special needs. I cried in my car 
on my way back to work because of how touching it was and 
how much it reminded me of my brother. I keep thinking 
about that experience every day. 

“Other than that, today I saw my pets in good health. That’s 
always a beautiful thing to see.” 

 

2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pfuopo/whats_a_subtle
_sign_that_someone_is_a_good_person/ >. 
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 3) PomeloPepper wrote, “Mac and cheese casserole fresh out 
of the oven with just the right amount of browning on the 
top.” 

4) lalalinzee wrote, “My husband bouncing my baby and 
smiling and making sounds at her while she giggled.” 

5) Meretneith wrote, “The look of slightly stunned bliss on 
my cat’s face after he successfully stole a huge piece of raw 
chicken and I let him keep it. Don’t get me wrong: I’m mad 
at him for stealing. He just looked so, so happy with it and is 
now asleep looking like a smiling little angel. Worth losing 
the chicken.” 

6) Representative_Rest2 wrote, “Some old guy told the rude 
Karen in the front of the line to ‘shut her fat ass up’ because 
she wanted to get mad about waiting for two minutes for the 
manager to change out the till. It was glorious.” 

7) kelowana wrote, “I live in a village in the Netherlands 
(Achterhoek) and last night people broke into one of the 
stores. The ladies who opened this morning were a bit 
shaken, but otherwise ok. The sweet part was people 
stepping in to see they were ok.” 

8) WanJolan wrote, “My amazing wife.” 

9) Syrais wrote, “Driving down the street and seeing the 
cherry blossoms beginning to bloom.” 

10) bonbon2818 wrote, “This guy’s face when he asked for 
my number and I gave it to him.” 

11) Mama1008 wrote, “My son took a toy from my daughter 
(twins almost two years old), and before I could say anything 
he saw she was sad, gave the toy back and gave her a hug.” 

12) surxb wrote, “A chameleon lived in my garden; he just 
lay there and hardly moved even while we watered plants. 
We considered him a friend and called him Morty. He died 
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 three months ago. We felt really bad, and the garden looked 
so empty without him lying somewhere and just chilling. 
Today I saw a baby chameleon in my garden, and now we 
again have a Morty just chilling and lying. :-)”45 

46. “What Is Your Insect-From-Hell Encounter Story?” 

1) iusedtobefamous1892 wrote: 

“Laughs in Australian — Are we counting spiders here? 
Because … 

“Once when I was 16 or so, I was lying on the swing seat 
outside. (We had one where the back of the seat could be laid 
flat so it was a bed.) It was early summer, not too hot, perfect 
temperature to be lying outside, reading a book in the sun in 
my bikini. When it’s summer, I pretty much just live in 
bathers. 

“So I’m there reading, with a cupcake next to me. The last 
cupcake of a batch I cooked. Reading my book, enjoying the 
sun … a perfect moment. I felt a tickle on my back, but 
there’s flies this time of year, so I absent mindedly swat at 
the general area. Nothing for another few pages. Another 
tickle, so I wave my hand around again, and reach for my 
cake. I take the little paper cup bit off, put my book down, 
and sit up. There’s another tickle, this time on my shoulder. 
I look down at my shoulder, and see two enormous, hairy 
legs slowly feeling their way over my shoulder. 

“So, logically, I know it’s a huntsman. Big fuckers, but not 
really dangerous. They’re horrifying to look at, and fucking 

 
45 Source: esssssss7, “What is one beautiful thing you saw today? :’D.” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 3 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/pha68r/what_is_one_
beautiful_thing_you_saw_today_d/ >. 
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 fast, and they CAN bite, but they usually don’t. Logically, I 
know all of this. 

“But this was not a moment that I felt particularly logical, so 
instead, I screamed, stood up, threw the last fucking 
cupcake across my backyard, and ran and jumped until the 
fucker fell off. My mum heard my banshee impersonation 
and came out to give me a confirmation that in fact no, there 
is no spider on you, in your hair, near you, anywhere, you 
are safe now. Which helped. 

“I’ve had several ~incidents~ with spiders in my lifetime, 
and I’m sure I’ll have many more. But that fucker made me 
lose my fucking cake.” 

2) JaniePage wrote: 

“I once woke up in the middle of the night frantically pawing 
at my face. I sat up in bed, at which point my partner 
obviously asked me what was wrong. 

“‘There was something on my face!’ 

“‘You were probably just dreaming.’ 

“I considered this and then lay back down. Only to feel 
something under my neck on the bed. 

“I sat up again and turned on the light. 

“There was a large cockroach on the bed. A large cockroach 
that had been sitting on my face.” 

3) JetInVagas wrote: 

“I was naked in bed, just relaxing and watching Netflix. I felt 
a tickle on my thigh and brushed it off as just the sheets and 
brushed whatever the tickle was away. 
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 “Then I felt it again, so I tossed the sheets over. When I 
looked down, there was a cockroach. An effing cockroach… 
and it was kinda crawling on my cooch. 

“I’ve NEVER gotten out of a bed so fast.” 

4) BBVIP21 wrote: 

“I’m sure it won’t be as bad as the stories that will come up 
here, but … 

• As I was running late for work, my face hit a huge spider 
hanging from our basement ceiling and it fell inside my 
scrubs. 

• Visited a foreign country and ate breakfast at an outside 
diner. Took a big sip of my soda that had ants in it and who 
knows how much more I’ve eaten that were on my food. 
Didn’t have my glasses that time so I didn’t notice the 
crapload of ants that were marching around our table. Ugh. 
LOL.” 

5) wanabevagabond, a man, wrote, “Woke up to find a small 
scorpion in bed, between my legs and walking straight 
towards my peepee. Was 9 or 10. Father had to mortar the 
hole under the window where I saw the scorpion crawl into 
before I dared sleep in the room again.” 

6) infinitemousse wrote: 

“Most recently went on vacation to a hot tropical beachy 
town with boyfriend. Stayed overnight, and the next day we 
were off to our next destination. Boyfriend got out of the car 
at a gas station to get coffee. When he opened the driver 
door, I glanced over and saw a HUGE whiteish / yellow / 
orange spider sitting in the crack of the door hinge! It had to 
have been as long as my finger. I pointed it out in horror so 
he grabbed a small piece of cardboard to try and fling it out. 
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 “Problem was that the spider was wedged in such an 
awkward spot that he barely grazed it, it got dislodged, and 
APPARENTLY DEFIED THE LAWS OF PHYSICS by 
SPINNING AND FLIPPING and landing BACK inside the 
car DIRECTLY ONTO THE DRIVER’S SIDE FLOOR. My 
boyfriend tried to smash it but that spider was fucking FAST 
and scurried under his seat, totally HIDDEN. Mind you, we 
were on a 10-day road trip so the car was jam packed with 
all of our shit, stuff on the floors and under the seats. We 
took everything off the floors of the car, used a vacuum to 
get all up under the seat, even used the air pump machine to 
try to blow this fucker out from whatever tiny cracks in the 
seat mechanism. (He has electric seats so there’s wires and 
tracks and so many tiny spaces a spider could hide.) 

“We never found that fucking spider, and we had to spend 
the next five HOURS driving to our destination in complete 
PARANOIA. I spent every five minutes scanning the floor 
by our feet, and any slight tickle or itch we felt on our legs 
would completely freak us out, especially with no 
knowledge of whether or not this thing was venomous. Then 
we started wondering what if it lays eggs. UGH!” 

ShadowWood78 commented, “I went to work one day, on a 
12-hour shift. I’d got dressed in the dark that morning but 
was used to it. Anyway throughout the day I kept having this 
weird stabbing pain in my left boob. I rubbed it occasionally 
and it would go away. Anyway, it kept happening but I 
couldn’t figure out what it was. When I got home later that 
night I took my bra off and an earwig dropped out on to the 
floor. The bloody thing had been nipping my nipple allllll 
day! I had little pincer marks and everything. This was about 
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 10 years ago and I still shake my bra out before putting it on 
now!”46 

47. “What Is The Loveliest Thing A Child Has Ever Said 
To You?” 

1) Available_Day4222 wrote, “‘It’ll be okay.’ For context 
I’m a teacher and I was having a rough day, I was trying 
really hard to fake it until the end of the day. This kid must 
have seen right through me and said this when I left. It helped 
me get through the day.” 

2) VitriolicWyverns wrote: 

“One of my baby sisters (at the time three years old) wasn’t 
the most verbally affectionate person. She’d hug and kiss 
you but wouldn’t say she loved you. 

“One day I was holding her and watching TV, just our usual 
mid-day cuddles, when out of nowhere, she says my name 
to get my attention. I look down at her and she looks in my 
eyes and says, ‘I love you.’ I had been having a really down 
day, but just hearing her sweet little voice say she loved me 
almost made me burst into tears. I just gave her a big hug 
and told her I loved her, too.” 

3) RondaBus wrote, “Not me, but a child walked up to my 
heavily pregnant auntie and said, ‘You look like a big 
elephant!’ And walked away. Such innocence!” 

4) insane__knight wrote: 

“It wasn’t anything he said, but I used to work at an outside 
school hours care place while I was at university. There were 

 
46 Source: WyMyNyZr, “What is your insect from hell encounter 
story?” Reddit. AskWomen. 10 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/pldywj/what_is_your
_insect_from_hell_encounter_story/ >. 
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 three boys from Malaysia aged three, five, and six years, all 
of whom were incredible kids both in terms of intellect, 
personality, and politeness. 

“The youngest (I’ll call him Wilson) was probably the most 
incredible six-year-kid I’d ever met. He had so much 
personality and I could tell he was going to be something 
when he grew up. I got a better job so I was forced to leave 
the place and about a week before I left Wilson asked me if 
I was leaving. I said, ‘Yes, buddy, I have to leave.’ His smile 
went away and he just hugged me. That was 10 years ago 
and I still think about it every now and again. Beautiful kid.” 

5) NikoAU wrote: 

“Not to me, but to my mother. We do not speak English at 
home, and this was especially lovely and funny in my 
language. My sister, when she was three or four, said to my 
mother: ‘Mum, is a bat a nonsense?’ 

“(The animal bat. In our language, there are different words 
for, say, a cricket bat and the animal bat.) 

“Here is word-to-word what she said: 

“Мама, а чепуха ето летучая мышь? 

“Feel free to use google translate =) This is Russian. (Yes, 
comrade, I am Russian.)” 

6) magical_bunny wrote, “I was walking in the supermarket, 
and this little girl points at me and exclaims, ‘Mum, that lady 
is PRETTY!’ This was especially sweet as I’m someone who 
isn’t traditionally attractive and have basically been called 
ugly my whole life.” 

7) Jacamo87 wrote, “‘You’re brave, daddy, but I’ll protect 
you.’ Said by my four-year-old daughter. Using her serious 
face.” 
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 8) BWhitcher03 wrote, “My cousin (when she was like five) 
looked me in the eyes and says, ‘You’re a fuckin’ legend.’ 
I’ll never forget how random it was.” 

9) PCB4lyfe wrote, “Not really words, but my wife and I 
came back from a two-week vacation and when our two-
year-old saw us at the airport, she started running to us. My 
wife knelt down and put her arms out so I just stood there, 
my daughter ran right by her and hugged my legs so hard it 
felt amazing after not seeing her for two weeks. Felt bad for 
my wife, but I pretty much had tears from it. She’s five now 
and is still obsessed with me (and vice versa). When she gets 
hurt, she’ll cry for mommy, but other than that she’s a 
daddy’s girl.” 

10) -Speed-711 wrote: 

“I worked in a theme park where I sold food and the first day 
that I needed to make candy floss I needed to work alone. (It 
was my second day.) 

“After an hour or two of working, I was making a candy floss 
for a family and the little girl said: ‘Wow, you’re amazing at 
making candy floss.’ 

“I don’t know why, but the way she said it, it went straight 
to my heart.” 

11) Back2Bach wrote: 

“A boy who was taking piano lessons with me was making 
notable progress — a natural at the keyboard. 

“One time, after his first piano recital, he said, ‘Thanks to 
you, I love making music! Now I know for sure what I want 
to do when I grow up: teaching other kids to play the 
piano!’” 
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 12) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “A little girl told me I was pretty 
and repeated it after her mother told her not to say it because 
‘that word is for women.’”47 

48. “What’s A Prank You’ve Always Wanted To Do?” 

1) reverieofstarlight wrote, “Eating vanilla pudding in a 
mayonnaise jar, in public.” 

2 Sand_Dargon wrote, “I used to have a big chocolate sauce 
squeeze bottle that I filled up with water to use at the gym. I 
think I got the idea off of Reddit.” 

3) Respecd wrote, “Release three pigs into a crowded mall 
labeled #1, #2, and #4. See how long they keep looking for 
#3.”48 

49. “What’s Your Happiest Memory With Your 
Grandparents?” 

1) Timy2kool4u wrote, “My grandpa randomly getting me 
out of school during the day by showing up to the office and 
using the excuse, ‘I’m an old man and need a fishing partner 
today.’” 

2) Back2Bach wrote: 

 
47 Source: OrneryMatthewLs, “What is the loveliest thing a child has 
ever said to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 12 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pmpu6t/what_is_the_lo
veliest_thing_a_child_has_ever_said/ >. 
48 Source: Forsaken_Passage_625, “What’s a prank you’ve always 
wanted to do?” Reddit. AskWomen. 12 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/pmi88j/whats_a_pran
k_youve_always_wanted_to_do/ >. 
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 “Our grandmother had a green thumb for gardening. Her 
vegetables, fruit, and flowers received much admiration and 
appreciation (she gave much of it away to people as gifts). 

“During my growing-up years, she showed me all her 
techniques and gardening tricks. Those hours, days, and 
weeks spent in her gardens have borne much fruit with me 
as I’ve followed in Nana’s footsteps.” 

3) A_COmmOner wrote, “Grandma making an elaborate 
afternoon tea for my family, and then Grandpa decided to 
use Vietnamese tea (he’s Vietnamese) instead of ordinary 
British tea. They later squabbled about it while I was sitting 
there laughing.” 

4) Seriouslyinthecesert wrote, “When my grandmother was 
going birthday shopping for me and came and asked my 
favorite color. She always bought stuff I liked that fit my 
personality. No one else paid attention.” 

5) territorial_piss wrote, “My widowed grandma luring me 
into her kitchen with her homemade cakes, not to throw me 
into the oven of course, but to tell me stories.” 

6) sonia72quebec wrote, “I didn’t eat a lot when I was a kid 
(I was a picky eater), so my Grandma always had banana 
bread at her place.” 

7) IsNoMore wrote:  

“A collage of all the times out in the family steam-launch 
[passenger boat] that my grandfather and father built. I miss 
Poppop dearly. The boat is now in pieces to be restored, but 
unlikely to actually be put back together. 

“Or, the time my very quiet and private Poppop told me ‘that 
one wasn’t for you’ after a breakup. Took me completely by 
surprise as he was one of the ‘Greatest Generation’ and those 
stoic guys just don’t talk about feelings. This memory is 
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 paired with the time he told me to keep the following 
boyfriend, who is now my husband. 

“You were right, Poppop.”49 

50. “What Is The Most Wholesome Fact You Know?” 

1) Back2Bach wrote: 

“In 1984, a regular customer at a pizzeria asked his waitress 
for help choosing his lottery numbers. He won, came back, 
and tipped her $3 million. 

“For eight years, Robert Cunningham was a regular at Sal’s 
Pizzeria in Yonkers, NY. One night, he asked waitress 
Phyllis Penzo to split the numbers on his card. On April 
Fool’s Day, she was woken up by a phone call from 
Cunningham telling her he’d won $6 million and she was 
entitled to half of it and made good on his promise.” 

2) konsghjghhjgh wrote, “If a person dies in Amsterdam 
without a close relative or family, a poet will be called to 
recite at their funeral.” 

3) konsghjghhjgh wrote, “During spring break, I was in 
Germany on vacation. There are ‘frog fences’ there. The 
fences keep the frogs from crossing the highways and being 
run over. Someone comes along at the end of the day and 
gathers the frogs, assisting them in crossing the road.” 

4) backtolurk wrote, “Whenever I feel down or act grumpy, 
my little boy does the ‘smile, bro’ face straight into mine.” 

5) firesunwatermoon wrote: 

 
49 Source: LifesPInata, “What’s your happiest memory with your 
grandparents?” Reddit. AskReddit. 15 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pow23x/whats_your_h
appiest_memory_with_your_grandparents/ >. 
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 “Bob Ross’ TV voice was intentionally soothing and quiet. 

“He was an Airforce Master Sergeant: ‘I was the guy who 
makes you scrub the latrine, the guy who makes you make 
your bed, the guy who screams at you for being late to work. 
The job requires you to be a mean, tough person. And I was 
fed up with it. I promised myself that if I ever got away from 
it, it wasn’t going to be that way anymore.’” 

6) 46from1971 wrote, “That there are more public libraries 
in the US than there are McDonald’s. I grew up poor and the 
library was a refuge for me; my library card was the only 
thing I carried in my first wallet.” 

ATelevisedMind commented, “I had to fact check this one 
before I could move on … seems legit.” 

Note by David Bruce: 

“If you believe the American Library Association, and to me 
this is probably by definition the most trustworthy group of 
people ever to form an association, there are 119,487 
libraries in the US. Let that sink in. That’s a tremendous 
number. I saw that and I thought “well… maybe there are 
200,000 McDonald’s?” 

“There are 14,146. Way less. About 8.4 libraries for every 
pair of golden arches in a suburb. But why? 

“The libraries number is a bit misleading: That’s the total 
number of libraries of any kind. That’s schools, colleges, 
hospitals, law offices, research facilities, etc. Even still, 
when you limit it solely to public libraries and their 
branches, you get 16,536. That’s still 2k more than there are 
McDonald’s. That raises a lot of questions for me.” 

Source of Above: John David Back. “Are there more 
libraries or McDonald’s?” Medium. 6 May 2018 < 
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 https://johndavidback.medium.com/are-there-more-
libraries-or-mcdonalds-26ca5b069a4 >.50 

51. “Disney Parks Cast Members Of Reddit, What’s The 
Strangest Thing A Child Has Asked You While On The 
Job?” 

1) certnneed wrote: 

“Call from a child: ‘Yesterday I went to Disneyland … And 
I saw the parade … And it was raining during the parade … 
And everyone was wearing raincoats … And the Little 
Mermaid was in the parade. … And she was wearing a 
raincoat too … Why?’ 

“Response: ‘Well, because everyone else was wearing a 
raincoat, Ariel wanted to wear one, too, so she could be like 
everybody else.’ — My Castmate friend in the call center 
who took the call above.” 

ewpqfj commented, “Your coworker is a genius.” 

IndieComic-Man wrote, “By promoting conformity? Clearly 
this shows infiltration into our theme parks by the 
Communist party. /s” 

fearghul responded, “It’s okay, it’s the good kind of 
consumerist conformity that has you working endlessly to 
buy shit you don’t actually need.” 

deez_treez responded, “Clearly the work of Big Raincoat 
here.” 

2) SkoomaSalesAreUp wrote: 

 
50 Source: 2ndRockBottom, “What is the most wholesome fact you 
know?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/ppxb99/what_is_the_m
ost_wholesome_fact_you_know/ >. 
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 “Not a child but a mother with her two kids in tow: ‘How do 
they work? Are they animatronic or do you have a remote 
control?’ Talking about the live wild manatees 

“PS. She threatened a lawsuit on Disney for endangering her 
kids … Near manatees … The gentlest of sea creatures … 
Giant slow-moving potatoes.” 

3) various_necks wrote: 

“My daughter was two or three when we went to go see Elsa 
and Anna. A four-hour line, of which my daughter would 
shuffle whenever it would move and then line down and 
sleep on the floor when it didn’t. 

“Finally, it was our turn. We walk into the room and there’s 
Elsa and Anna. First question my daughter asks them? ‘Do 
you brush your teeth?’ 

“Then after the thing was done, my daughter casually tells 
me that that wasn’t really Elsa and Anna — the real ones 
were probably busy. 

“Four hours, man.” 

bacontime2 commented, “Four hours and multiple naps just 
to inquire about dental hygiene and call them fake, seems 
worthwhile to me.” 

various_necks wrote, “At the time I was beyond belief. I 
couldn’t express my emotions — between anger / rage, 
incredulity and plain old shell shock. I remember walking 
away thinking about the ‘Serenity Now’ episode of Seinfeld 
but looking back on it now, it’s something I’ll always 
remember and plus, now I’ve gotten some Karma out of it so 
totally worth it.” 

4) musicgirlbr wrote:  
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 “I think a better question would be ‘what’s the most 
outrageous thing a guest has done?’ 

• I’ve seen a week-old baby in the park with their family. 

• A family that was there for the mother’s last trip (she had 
a terminal disease) had their camera stolen at the end of their 
last day in the parks. They saw the people who took it, and 
they had talked in a queue so the thieves knew the family’s 
situation. 

• People crossing between floats during the parades — a nice 
way to get permanently banned from the parks. 

• But mostly, people think that because they paid for the 
ticket to come in they can’t hear the word ‘no’ when acting 
up or making a crazy request.” 

LordOfCinderGwyn commented, “Goddamn #2 is a 
different kind of messed up. Did they at least get it back 
eventually?” 

musicgirlbr responded: 

“No they did not. We actually saw the two girls who took it 
leaving our attraction, but they quickly got lost in a crowd of 
400 people. 

“It was 5pm and the park would close at 8. So my manager 
got them a voucher that would allow them to pick up a few 
disposable cameras from a store and take some last-minute 
pictures. 

“We were all upset that day.” 

5) The_Woman_S wrote, “Why does that elephant have five 
legs?” 

thelibrarina commented, “The rhinos were ensuring the 
survival of their species when we visited. ‘Not very good at 
leapfrog’ was how the cast member put it.” 
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 6) emilitxt wrote, “On my first day working Main Street in 
Magic Kingdom, rope drop [the park opened] had only just 
happened and I already had a dad in my face demanded to 
know where the ‘adult beverages’ were. (Mind you, this was 
in 2017 when MK was still a dry park. When I informed him 
of that, he lost it on me, screaming questions at me like ‘How 
am I supposed to deal with my kids all day?’ Had I been off 
the clock, I would have responded with ‘therapy.’” 

7) Same_to_youu wrote, “Once in Tokyo Disneyland, I 
asked a staff member, ‘How’s your day been going?’ He 
immediately went somewhere and brought a jar of pickles 
with him and gave it to me. I was confused so I asked him 
about it. He told me it’s a tradition in Disneyland that when 
someone asks you, ‘How’s your day been going?’ they give 
them a free jar of pickles. People who work in Disneyland, 
please confirm if it’s true because I never found it on the 
internet.” 

audiate commented, “Sounds like a great prank to play on a 
new hire.” 

ThePinkestFlowed commented, “Think he bought too many 
jars of pickles.” 

vulture_87 responded, “Pickle-down economics.” 

UCMCoyote responded, “Uh. Worked at Disney World and 
we didn’t give away pickles. It could be a Magical Moment 
— one of those things you do randomly for people that make 
them feel special even though we did them every hour and 
kept a log book of them.” 

KnocMeYourLObes wrote: 

“Magical Moments are the fucking best. 

“One of my favorite memories from Walt Disney World is 
because of a Magical Moment. 
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 “We had taken my son for his first trip when he was about 
four years old. He was (and is) a HUUUU … UUUU … 
UUUUUU … UUUUUGE Lightning McQueen fan, so 
naturally when we were at Hollywood Studios, we go to do 
the photo op thing with Lightning and Mater. As we’re 
standing there, talking to the Cast Member in charge of the 
line (her name tag said she was from Baylor University and 
we’re from Texas ourselves, so we were chatting about 
things she missed from home), she gets a call on her walkie 
talkie about incoming weather and how this photo op had 
been cancelled. We were sad, but it was like NBD [No Big 
Deal] because it was summer and it rains damn near every 
day in Florida in the summer. 

“She told us there would be an attempt at another photo op 
in about an hour and if we showed up about 15 min ahead of 
when it was supposed to start, she’d have something special 
for us to do. We were like, ‘Ok,’ and walked away to go do 
something else. We came back when she’d told us to and it 
seemed like everything was gonna be a go. 

“My son was in a stroller, so she had me wait with the stroller 
while she took my husband a few feet away, to a gate, where 
he peeked in. He came back and she had me go peek inside 
the gate. You could kinda see Lightning and Mater waiting 
behind the gate, if you squinted. 

“Anyway, we leave the stroller where it is and walk with our 
son over to the gate with the Cast Member. She holds out her 
walkie talkie and tells him to say, ‘Start your engines.’ 

“Son: Star’ you ENSHINES! 

“VrooomvrroomrroomvrroomroomrooomROOOMVROOO
OOM! 

“His eyes got SO big.  

“‘RACECAR! RACECAR! RACECAR! RACECAR!’ 
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 “She handed him a little light-up thing and he got to lead the 
two cars over to where the photo op would take place and he 
was SO damn happy. :D” 

UCMCoyote commented: 

“Aww, that’s an awesome Magical Moment! Those ones are 
the best. I liked doing them, honestly, because it broke the 
day up and I got to do nice things like give away free pins or 
fast passes. 

“I’m glad you had such an awesome experience!” 

KnockMeYourLobes commented: 

“Thanks. 

Every time I’ve been, even when things went extremely 
sideways (like the honeymoon trip where I had to get a 
wheelchair), it’s always been a great time. 

“We were there last Christmas and it just made me smile so 
hard my face hurt to watch my teenage son (who is autistic) 
and a Cast Member geek out together about Carousel of 
Progress (his favorite ride ever). I swear, if Disney ever gets 
rid of it, they will get a VERY strongly worded email from 
my son. LOL.  

“You should’ve heard him ranting about how stupid it was 
to change Splash Mountain (another favorite of his) to a 
Princess and The Frog ride to every Cast Member that would 
listen. He was kind of irate about it and we tried to shush 
him, because we didn’t want to upset or offend anyone, but 
the CMs were like, ‘No, it’s fine. We hate the change, 
too.’”51 

 
51 Source: JD-Explasion, “Disney Parks cast members of Reddit, what’s 
the strangest thing a child has asked you while on the job?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 19 September 2021 < 
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 52. “What Is The 4th-5th Grade Sweet Spot?” 

egnards wrote: 

“Honestly, I do this shit to fuck with my students sometimes; 
you just gotta own it if anybody says anything. 

“‘Happy Birthday.’ 

“‘Thanks, you, too!’ 

“‘Uh, it’s not my birthday.’ 

“‘Right, but I’m assuming you’re going to have one, and I 
probably won’t be there to see you, so I hope you enjoy it.’ 

“Sometimes in school as kids are leaving I might say things 
like, ‘See you on Wednesday,’ on a Friday. 

“‘Uh, Mr. Egnards, aren’t you going to be here on Monday?’ 

“‘I mean, Yeah, most likely. But I’ll also see you on 
Wednesday, won’t I?’” 

fingrclicks wrote, “This is peak teacher humour and I know 
those poor kids wanna roll their eyes so hard, but they have 
to laugh through the pain.” 

egnards wrote, “Last year I had all the kids doing it because 
they thought it was the most hilarious thing. That 4th-5th 
grade sweet spot of being young enough to still find this shit 
funny, but old enough to understand it, is perfect.”52 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pr2gyy/disney_parks_c
ast_members_of_reddit_whats_the/ >. 
52 Source: breathofthewild2001, “What is that one memory that makes 
you cringe at night?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/prs3qy/what_is_that_o
ne_memory_that_makes_you_cringe_at/ >. 
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 53. “When Was The Last Time You Actually Felt Cool?” 

Careful-Village-2380 wrote: 

“A little girl, around three or four years old, came up to me 
and said in amazement, ‘Wow, your hair is so pretty! You 
look like Rapunzel!’ 

“Man, I was smiling the whole day.”53  

54. “What’s The Best Thing Ever Happened To You?” 

1) PuppyGinny wrote, “I was days away from being evicted, 
and I got a huge tip while I was waiting tables at Buffalo 
Wild Wings. I talked to this guy (maybe 35 years old) about 
Harry Potter for only like 15 minutes because he was 
wearing an HP shirt. Nothing too crazy stuck out about the 
conversation, except that you could tell he was a little 
different and he was there with his parents and enthusiastic 
about HP. It was a slow night and I enjoyed that someone 
wanted to just talk and be friendly. They paid their check and 
left. I went to bus the table and found they left me a $300 tip 
on a $50 check and wrote, ‘Thanks for the conversation.’ I 
started bawling cause I was able to pay my rent and not get 
kicked out and was blown away that someone would do 
something like that. I’ve since done ok financially and hope 
to someday return the gesture to someone else. These people 
will never know the impact they had on my life.” 

2) edlennon55 wrote, “Meeting my current wife. We’re both 
in our early 70s.” 

 
53 Source: thatcivilengineer, “When was the last time you actually felt 
cool?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/prtkz1/when_was_the_
last_time_you_actually_felt_cool/ >. 
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 edlennon55 added, “We were both married before. I was 
married twice. before. My second wife died of pancreatic 
cancer then I met my current wife. She was married twice 
before also. First time for each of us was too young.” 

Rueed commented, “And that, ladies and gentlemen, is the 
reason why I haven’t got married yet. Right after the fact that 
half the requirements are missing.” 

3) ProbablySlacking wrote: 

“A really, really bad date. 

“So bad that the girl didn’t know it was a date (or she did, 
but regardless she was just using it to make my friend 
jealous). She made that clear at the end of the date. I came 
home pissed off. This was like, 10 dates in a row with 
different girls whom I just wasn’t clicking with. I had been 
attempting Match.com for like three months, and it led to a 
bunch of first dates but no second dates. I was sick of coy 
chatting back and forth for a week, always being the one to 
reach out, always offering to take the girl out to dinner and 
then calling the next day only to be ghosted. So I canceled 
it. I was four years out of college and having trouble meeting 
people. So I finally decided to go out with this girl whom my 
buddy had been saying I should take out. And yeah — 
towards the end of this bad date, she just started asking how 
she could impress him — the friend she was trying to make 
jealous —and stuff. 

“So I go back to my apartment pissed off. She wasn’t even 
good at tennis like she had claimed. It was a tennis date, and 
I could have at least hoped for someone who could be a good 
match there, but no. 

“I storm back into my apartment and flopped down on my 
couch. Open up my email and I have an advertisement from 
Match.com. ‘A girl has sent you a message on Match! She’s 
24, and you both have racquet sports in common!’ 
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 “I needed something to fix my mood. So I decided on a new 
strategy. I would buy one more month of Match, and then be 
done. 

“I re-upped my subscription and sent this girl a message. She 
was pretty hot so I didn’t have high hopes. It was something 
along the lines of ‘Hey, I’m having a shitty night and kind of 
over Match. I’m going to go to this bar right now. If you’d 
like to meet the old-fashioned way, I’ll be there.’ She said, 
‘Sure,’ and I headed out the door. 

“When she walked in, she looked like her photo. That was 
uncommon. We played pool. Turned out she wasn’t into 
tennis so she had no idea why Match said that. 

“The next day I was feeling better. I was thinking, ‘Maybe I 
should wait three days before I call and ask for a second 
date? That’s the rule, right?’ 

“That’s when my cellphone rang. 

“It’s 12 years later. We have two kids and two dogs. All 
because I was just so pissed off about a bad date.” 

PuppyGinny commented, “I met my husband out at the bars. 
I was at the bars because I was home from college doing an 
internship. My boyfriend at the time was staying back at the 
town we were going to school in. Found out that he had 
cheated on me while I was away, and my girlfriends took me 
out to the bars to forget about him. My husband approached 
me and bought me a drink and asked for my phone number. 
Initially I planned on just having a summer fling with him, 
but then he kept flying in to visit me when I got back to 
college. He asked me to move in with him after college as I 
got a full-time offer from the place I was interning at. We 
dated only a few weeks in person when we met, did a year 
of distance, moved in together when I graduated, and got 
married a year later. We’ll be married for eight years 
tomorrow [21 September 2021]. I have no regrets, and I 
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 certainly don’t care about that jerk who cheated on me. My 
husband is the best person I know and I would have never 
met him if I hadn’t been cheated on.” 

4) cardinalwren wrote: 

“This made me cry. 

“My cat suddenly got an infection and needed care ASAP. 
I’m a student and don’t make much money, and I didn’t have 
enough for the vet bills. I posted something asking people 
for small donations or exposure if at all possible, as I was 
desperate and didn’t know what else to do and my cat means 
the world to me. Some incredible, kind stranger who I will 
never forget donated $200 and told me that whatever was left 
over, to spend it on myself and my cat for a treat. I asked 
what I could ever do to repay him, and he said, ‘Just pay it 
forward.’ 

“I think about this constantly, and I will pay it forward five 
times over before I feel that it’s even near equal to the 
kindness this stranger showed me and my cat.”54 

55. “What Is The Most Interesting Subject A Little Kid 
Has Talked To You About?” 

1) Professional_Ratio77 wrote, “A Kindergarten kid I watch 
told me on her first day she learned EVERYTHING! All in 
one day! So I say, ‘Oh, yeah? Why is the sky blue?’ Her 
response: ‘Because it’s morning time.’” 

2) AwesomeBlossem wrote, “My three-year-old daughter 
speaks passionately about her love for bananas.” 

 
54 Source: yash3192, “What’s the best thing ever happened to you?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 20 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/prxd5y/whats_the_best
_thing_ever_happened_to_you/ >. 
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 3) BrotherOfTHeOrder wrote, “My nine-year-old LOVES 
Godzilla and can talk at length about all the monsters — 
when he talks about Godzilla he always specifies the year 
(ex. Godzilla 2014).” 

4) mmirm wrote, “My then four-year-old niece talking about 
why it’s good I left the army, because it’s better to be a 
wizard and make a zoo.” 

5) CHarlieXLS wrote, “My six-year-old told me if we didn’t 
have muscles connected to our eyes, we’d all have googly 
eyes. I had to ponder it, but I suppose he’s right.”55 

56. “What Time In Your Life Were You Experiencing 
Hardship And Someone’s Kindness (Almost) Brought 
You To Tears?” 

1) Wintermoon70 wrote, “My mom passed away two 
months after I moved back here to my home state, and it 
killed me. One day I went to the drugstore for some things 
and one of her songs came on the radio. I just went to my car 
and sobbed like a baby. This wonderful older woman 
knocked on my window and asked if I was okay and I 
managed to tell her about my mom. She held my hand and 
had the dearest look in her eyes. She asked, ‘Would it be all 
right if I prayed for you?’ And I said yes. She prayed the 
loveliest prayer and afterwards she squeezed my hand and 
looked into my eyes saying, ‘You’re gonna make it, honey.’ 
And it touched me so much. I’ll never forget her as long as I 
live.” 

2) pleockz wrote, “I was having a hard time after a breakup. 
After about a week of moping around and staying in bed, my 

 
55 Source: JollyFeaginS2, “What is the most interesting subject a little 
kid has talked to you about?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/psfza4/what_is_the_m
ost_interesting_subject_a_little_kid/ >. 
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 roommate came home with beer and a feel-better card. It was 
a small gesture but it didn’t almost bring me to tears — it did 
bring me to tears.” 

3) Successful-Eye-4100 wrote, “I saw a young lady in a 
wedding gown on the train, bawling. She was clearly not 
having a good day. Another young lady sat beside her, 
hugged her, and asked, ‘You wanna talk about it?’ She 
couldn’t really answer, just cried harder, and her seat-mate 
sat with her in silence the whole ride. I like to think they’re 
now the best of friends.” 

4) New_Elk8024 wrote, “I was lying in a hospital 
Emergency Room bed after my second suicide attempt in a 
matter of weeks, all the nurses that day seemed mad at me, 
my whole family didn’t want to see my face because they 
felt betrayed. After I spent the day lying there having some 
kind of seizure where all my body muscles were shaking for 
hours and also I was crying my eyes out, this nurse came in 
and asked if I wanted a sandwich. She said that I’d missed 
breakfast and lunch food deliveries, but she would go find 
me some sandwiches and some coffee and she helped unplug 
me so I could go to the bathroom and after all of this she 
says, ‘Hopefully, we can figure out what’s making you feel 
like this because it must not be nice,’ or something similar 
that went to my heart. I’ll never forget it. It gave me hope.” 

5) jeff_the_nurse wrote, “I was really stressed from work 
coupled with my great-grandma’s rapidly deteriorating 
health. I came home one day, and my wife had homemade 
chicken Parmesan with garlic bread and cheesecake. She 
knew I was having a tough time and always knows how to 
cheer me up, but I just fell onto the counter and sobbed that 
time. She is just so wonderful, and I would do anything for 
every man to have a wife even 1% as sweet as mine.” 

6) Matt_Thundercock wrote, “A few years back I was having 
a really hard time to the point I started considering suicide. 
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 One day I told my buddy that it is possible I wouldn’t be 
there again and that I wanted him to take some of my stuff 
and give it to some of my loved ones. He’s normally a quiet 
guy with a strange sense of humor, but his entire expression 
changed. He looked at me and sat with me to talk about it. 
He made the stupidest jokes and made me cry my eyes out 
with laughter. That guy made me feel so much better and 
sometimes when I’m having a tough time I resort back to 
him. God bless that man, he’s like a brother to me.” 

7) OpenFee4147 wrote: 

“It wasn’t a human but a dog. 

“It’s funny how depression can make a person hide their 
sadness because for males it’s a sign of weakness to express 
any emotions. 

“Well, on this day I was feeling extra sad and idealizing 
suicide. I had to take a loner-walk to a spot where I get a nice 
view of the island across from me and some couple walked 
past me and they were walking their dog and for some reason 
that dog could sense the deep sadness within me and 
immediately offered all the love it could give me and I knew 
then and there this world isn’t out to get me because how 
could this dog that can’t speak English could tell I was in 
despair when the rest of the human world couldn’t even 
tell.”56 

 
56 Source: idunno324, “What time in your life were you experiencing 
hardship and someone’s kindness (almost) brought you to tears?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 26 September 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/pvs6i8/what_time_in_y
our_life_were_you_experiencing/ >. 
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 57. “People Who Have Bought Tiny Homes, Converted 
Vehicles To Homes, Or Gone Off The Grid: Do You 
Regret It And If So, Why?” 

MasteringTheFlames wrote: 

“I sort of went off the grid. In August of 2019, I loaded a 
bunch of camping gear onto my bicycle and spent the better 
part of the next seven months riding 5,300 miles (8,500 km) 
around the US. 

“It was a highlight of my life so far, and I don’t for a second 
regret it. But I also knew it was temporary. I took a gap year 
or four between high school and college to make this happen, 
and I celebrated my 21st birthday right in the middle of my 
travels. I knew I only had the money —and, to be honest, the 
desire— to travel like this for about a year, and that was even 
before the coronavirus forced me to cut my trip a few months 
short. But even so, it was a fantastic experience. I remember 
somewhere in South Dakota, I was passing through a small 
town one day and stopped for groceries. As I was loading 
my food for the next couple days onto my bike, a local 
passerby saw the bike with all my stuff on it and stopped to 
ask about my travels. I gave him a summary of where I’d 
come from and where I was going, and he made some 
comment about how I was the most free man in the world. 
And you know what? I couldn’t argue with him. A month or 
two after that meeting, I was still traveling when daylight 
savings came around, and it took me several days before I 
noticed the time on my watch and my phone were an hour 
off from each other. That definitely made me stop and 
appreciate how I wasn’t a slave to the clock and calendar like 
so many others. 

“It certainly wasn’t easy; in fact, that trip led me not only to 
some of the best moments of my life but also some of the 
worst. There were at times immense feelings of 
homesickness and almost depression. There were nights 
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 spent wild camping in the woods as I came down with food 
poisoning, tossing and turning and vomiting out the door of 
the tent before biking through a rain storm the following 
morning to get to a motel for some proper rest. There was 
intense heat as well as snowstorms, and pedaling 80 pounds 
(36 kg) of bike and camping gear up steep mountain passes. 

“But waking up on my final morning in Joshua Tree to the 
yips and howls of a dozen coyotes running right past the 
campground made all the struggles worthwhile. Seeing the 
most beautiful mountains and Pacific coast sunsets, and most 
importantly sharing those moments with countless 
incredibly kind strangers who simply wanted to be a positive 
part of my story in whatever way they were able — those 
rather than the hardships were the moments that really 
defined that period of my life.”57 

58. “What Were You Forced To Read For School That 
You Ended Up Liking?” 

1) BillMan111111 wrote, “Holes by Louis Sachar.” 

Jedi_Knight19 commented, “I was straight up addicted to 
this book when I read it in 6th grade. I think I read it three or 
four times by the time the class as a whole read it once. Only 
time that’s ever happened for me.” 

silent_shivers commented: 

“I sat next to Louis Sachar on a plane last year! The other 
lady in our row was making small talk with him and asked 
what he was doing in Chicago, and he said he was there for 

 
57 Source: TastyBirdmeat, “People who have bought tiny homes, 
converted vehicles to homes or gone off the grid: do you regret it and if 
so, why?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/q0yz6u/people_who_h
ave_bought_tiny_homes_converted/ >. 
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 a writers’ conference. When she asked if she’d read anything 
he wrote, he said, ‘Probably not, but I bet she has,’ and he 
pointed at me. Turns out he was right! 

“He’s such a nice guy, and he seemed really happy to meet 
someone who grew up with his book. He told us what a 
dream it was to make that movie, especially when he got to 
hang out with Sigourney Weaver. He called Shia Lebouf a 
‘punk’ but in an endearing way, like Shia was his kid or 
something. His face lit up when he talked about that time in 
his life. 10/10 flight.” 

massivelught commented, “I was so sucked into this book. 
One of the few books where the movie actually did the book 
justice.” 

iridiumtangent commented: 

“Except Stanley was fat in the book, and only lost weight 
while at the camp, but that’s just something that wouldn’t 
work for film. 

“Awesome book and movie.” 

Tetragon2113 commented, “If I recall correctly, Sachar 
didn’t want to put the actor through the physical stress of 
first putting on, and then rapidly losing, a pretty hefty 
amount of weight during the relatively short filming 
timeframe.” 

2) outlikechocolate wrote, “Slaughterhouse Five.” 

Peggedbyapirate wrote: 

“I read that book, hating it at every step. I didn’t stop hating 
it right up to when I finished it. I read the last page and went 
to bed. 

“The next morning I cracked it open to reread it. It’s one of 
my favorites now.” 
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 3) rjd55 wrote, “The Outsiders around 7th or 8th grade. I 
hated reading up until that point.” 

beetsbydree commented, “Stay gold, Ponyboy.” 

4) Lethenza wrote, “The Count of Monte Cristo. What a 
brilliant story.” 

Effective-Phone8205 commented, “I read that in English 
first, but decided to learn French so I could read it in its 
original language. It’s an absolutely fantastic book.” 

Lethenza responded, “Wow, that’s badass, man, I wish I 
could just casually learn French to read a great book. Lmao.” 

Effective-Phone8205 replied, “To be fair, it wasn’t as casual 
as I made it sound (sorry to not be clear in my initial 
comment!). I had the opportunity to learn French in high 
school and made sure to take the classes seriously since I had 
the specific goal of reading The Count of Monte Cristo in 
French.” 

5) ExcellentLocation2 wrote, “Lord of the Flies.” 

chloeclaypipe commented, “I couldn’t put this book down. 
As a teenager, I found it terrifying in the best way possible.” 

6) capjak88 wrote, “Honestly, everything. The Great 
Gatsby, The Grapes of Wrath, Frankenstein, Catcher in the 
Rye, The Odyssey. The list goes on and on.” 

M8oMyN8o commented, “The Odyssey was fun as fuck to 
read. Dude went on some crazy adventures, damn. Also, one 
of my friends freshman year said, ‘Odysseus gets mad 
puss.’” 

dndaresilly commented:  

“I hated Catcher in the Rye when I had to read it for school. 
Went back to it a couple years later when I was in college 
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 and read the entire thing in one night, didn’t sleep at all. 
Really hit me differently then. 

“I think if I read it now I’d think it was too whiny. It’s an 
amazing book because of that. If you don’t read it at a certain 
time in your life, it’s hard to connect to. But when you do … 
it’s like the book is reading your mind.” 

PuzzleeSlayerrr responded, “That’s such a good way of 
putting it. It really does depend on when you read the book 
and the time in your life. When it’s that part of your life, the 
connection to Holden is insane.” 

7) sommarto wrote, “The Aeneid.” 

44morejumperspls commented, “I took three years of Latin 
to read The Aeneid as it was written, and it was completely 
worth all the Cicero I had to translate to get there.” 

8) MrsZerg wrote, “Retired ELA [English Language Arts?] 
teacher here! All of these comments make me so happy!”58 

59. “What Changes In Your Life Led To A More Positive 
Outlook On Life?” 

FitPool8203 wrote: 

“I stopped getting bothered by people’s opinion about me if 
I didn’t respect them. I don’t buy all the other things they 
say, why would I buy it when it’s about me. 

“That and buying a wireless vacuum.”59 

 
58 Source: YakariYukum0, “What were you forced to read for school 
that you ended up liking?” Reddit., AskReddit. 6. October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/q2s65f/what_were_you
_forced_to_read_for_school_that_you/ >. 
59 Source: HumiliatingTilling5, “What changes in your life lead to a 
more positive outlook on life?” Reddit. AskReddit. 7 October 2021 < 
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 60. “What Is The Most Lovable Quirk Your Pet Has?” 

1) skittlez_lmao wrote: “When she gets excited, she does a 
quick little twirl. The more excited she gets, the more twirls 
she does consecutively.”  

thermostatgasket commented, “Happy pirouettes!” 

2) Kashara1989 wrote, “When I was a kid, my cat used to 
wait at the bottom of the street for me coming home from 
school.” 

pan_alice wrote, “In a similar vein, my cat would walk me 
to the bus stop.” 

3) Rilakkumar wrote, “My parents speak Mandarin to my 
dog while I typically don’t. We recently realized he knows 
what ‘let’s eat’ means in Mandarin and comes looking for 
you every time you say it. He also responds to their pet name 
for him in Chinese (little treasure / xiao bao) as well as his 
actual name. Whenever he visits my parents, he likes to 
snuggle with them in the morning on their bed and won’t get 
off until someone yells, ‘Let’s eat breakfast.’ If you can’t 
tell, anything associated with food, he picks up veryyy fast.” 

thermostatgasket commented, “Sounds like the perfect 
granddog.” 

dulcetdreamer commented: 

“Same here, but in Spanish! Both of my dogs know what 
‘comer / eat’ means! Or ‘vamos pa’ la cozinha / let’s go to 
the kitchen.’” 

“Love multilingual pets.” 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/q38bzk/what_changes_
in_your_life_lead_to_a_more_positive/ >. 
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 4) lab_guru wrote, “When my 10-year-old dog toots [farts], 
she gets scared and runs away.” 

thermostatgasket commented, “Friendly fire!” 

5) downvote_and_fuckoff wrote:  

“She has a panic attack when I do my makeup. She thinks 
I’m going to leave her, but she’s usually coming with me. 

“She calms down only when I act like I’m putting blush and 
mascara on her.” 

6) AGib04 wrote, “When he wants butt scratches, he will 
stick his head between my legs and then do the cutest butt 
dance / butt wiggle. He gets LOW.” 

7) LuciKat1 wrote, “I have a cat named Lucifer! And I go by 
Lilith. My Luci is a sweet but demanding baby. When I 
snooze my alarm, she walks over me and meows until I get 
up.” 

8) BbMigg wrote, “I used to have a hamster who would bang 
his water bottle against the side of his tank if I forgot to give 
him his evening yogurt drop. Drove me crazy if I was 
sleeping but still super cute. He passed away a couple years 
ago now but that little guy had such a big personality.”60 

  

 
60 Source: thermostatgasket, “What is the most lovable quirk your pet 
has?” Reddit. AskReddit. 18 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qarscn/what_is_the_
most_lovable_quirk_your_pet_has/ >. 
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 Chapter 4: Questions 61-80 

61. “What’s The Strangest / Funniest Thing You’ve Seen 
Happen At An Apartment Complex?” 

1) Lynnface614 wrote, “When I was moving into a new 
apartment in downtown Los Angeles, I was bringing stuff up 
in armfuls from my car outside. I do hula hoops tricks, and 
the concierge said as he saw me carrying my hoops that he 
had never been able to get the hang of hula hooping his entire 
life. Since I was holding two hoops right then, I offered to 
teach him. So he took off his blazer and I explained the hip 
motion to him, and he got it in like 15 seconds! I hula hooped 
with my concierge in the lobby as I was moving in. Super 
fun.” 

2) Top—9686 wrote, “Seeing someone get locked outside 
naked. The man got in a fight with his wife, and he stormed 
out forgetting he was naked. She locked the door.” 

3) Muted_Cry_1583 wrote, “More on the strange side … 
witnessed a hit and run (nobody was injured) and maybe 20 
seconds later a police car came down the same street. We 
flagged him down, told him what happened and gave a 
description and the license plate number. He said, ‘Call the 
police,’ rolled up his window, and left in the opposite 
direction. The police told us to call the police and left.”61 

 
61 Source: esands1970, “What’s the strangest/funniest thing you’ve 
seen happen at an apartment complex?” Reddit. AskWomen. 20 
October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qcf66z/whats_the_str
angestfunniest_thing_youve_seen/ >. 
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 62. “What Is The Most Embarrassing Thing You Have 
Ever Done?” 

sonic_m wrote: 

“About six or seven years ago when I was in my early 20s, I 
was dating my first real boyfriend, who comes from a 
devoted Jehovah’s Witness family. I was Catholic. He called 
me and told me that his mom was inviting me to a party they 
were gonna have at their house. I was kind of surprised 
because they’re not the party type of people. Well I decided 
to go buy myself a cute party outfit. It was a loose black 
spaghetti-strap blouse with a black edgy blazer over it and 
one of those 2014-2015 trendy, short stiff skirts, and thick 
platform heel booties. I looked good and ready to party, if I 
do say so myself! 

“I arrived a little late, so everyone was there already. They 
open the door for me and everyone is sitting around the 
living room in super casual outfits, I mean jeans and blouses 
… and it was a church youth group meeting!! Not a party. 
Not something you wear short skirts and big bulky platform 
booties to! 

“I walked in there with the nosiest platform shoes ever, while 
the meeting speakers went on about how it’s important to 
make friends within their congregation so they won’t have 
to make friends outside of it. (I was the only non-Jehovah’s 
Witness there). Not only embarrassing but humiliating.”62 

 
62 Source: s-s-y-n, “What is the most embarrassing thing you ever 
done?” Reddit. AskWomen. 21 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qck6va/what_is_the_
most_embarrassing_thing_you_ever_done/ >. 
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 63. “What’s A Really Cool Thing That Happened To 
You?” 

1) Back2Back wrote: 

“Upon graduation from college, my professor arranged for 
me to play the magnificent pipe organ at Notre-Dame, Paris. 

“It was thrilling to hear those incredible sounds 
reverberating in the cathedral’s lofty acoustics.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notre-
Dame_de_Paris#/media/File:Organ_of_Notre-
Dame_de_Paris.jpg 

2) Crabtoe wrote, “I used to wait tables and mentioned that 
I was thinking about going on a vacation to Mexico to some 
regulars of mine. They owned a second mansion in Puerto 
Vallarta and offered it up to me and I got to stay there for a 
week! For free! It had a private beach, snorkeling equipment, 
a car in the garage, walking distance to a resort, etc. Best 
vacation I’ve ever had.” 

MasterControl91 commented, “They make scary movies 
that start out like that.” 

iPeedOnAPorpoise commented, “Reminds me of this time I 
was in Alaska. I was a commercial fisherman and my job 
just ended. We were docked at the harbor and close by was 
a HUGE yacht. Somehow got in a conversation with the 
owners and mentioned I need to get a flight to another city. 
They said that’s where they were headed and gave me a ride. 
It was an insanely nice boat and I was a grubby fisherman. I 
thought that was really kind of them.” 

3) thebaldfrenchman wrote, “Found a framed painting I liked 
at a Goodwill for $20. Turns out, it’s an original Peter Max 
worth a bit more than $20.” 

4) CatherineConstance wrote: 
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 “I went to the movies with Ashton Kutcher. The short 
version of the story is that I was working for a limo company 
and another coworker and I were transporting him and his 
friend. Their flight got delayed, so he took us all to the 
movies. This was in Anchorage, Alaska. I actually have met 
a decent number of celebrities for someone who lives in 
Alaska. 

“In general, I have weird luck — it’s either REALLY great 
or comically shitty. Keeps life interesting.” 

CarltheChamp112 asked, “Which movie?” 

I_Worship_Brooms answered, “Dude, Where’s My Limo?” 

5) ApologizeForArt wrote, “I entered a drawing to win a 
warm jacket from the local Quick Lube place. Sure enough, 
the cold kid with a single mom won that drawing. I thought 
it was luck at the time. Naw. That was someone looking out 
and I appreciate it.” 

6) An_Epic_Pancake wrote: 

“I won a painting made by a penguin walking over a canvas 
in a raffle. Happiest day of my ten-year-old life 

“(The paint was animal friendly. Don’t worry!)” 

7) MGCIII wrote, “I have a pretty good story. One time when 
I was 14, I was being a smart ass trying to get my dad to buy 
me a couple beers. I looked up at the sky and said, ‘God, for 
fuck’s sake, if you’re there, please bring me some cold ones.’ 
Very Christian of me. But I shit you not, about 15 minutes 
later our neighbor from down the road pulls up to our house 
and said, ‘Hey, Mike (my dad), I got something for you for 
catching my dogs when they got loose the other day.’ He 
pulls off and goes to his house and comes back about 10 
minutes later with a cold 30 pack. My dad let me have one 
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 … he was in complete shock … anyways, my god gives me 
beer even when I’m underage.” 

8) Ok-Associate-7894 wrote: 

“The lead singer of the punk band I went to see in concert 
stopped the show to get me a drink from the bar. 

“I was around 19 or 20 and went to visit a friend of mine in 
a small city west of Toronto. We decided to go to a local bar 
that night to hang out and watch this punk band that had a 
song in current rotation on MuchMusic. I was feeling kind 
of angsty that night so we sat in kind of a secluded part of 
the bar, near a fire exit with a set of stairs. 

“We were quietly enjoying our night, waiting for the band, 
catching up, drinking a beer when suddenly this cute guy in 
a pair of coveralls came almost racing by us and out the fire 
door, I assume to smoke a joint. A few minutes later he re-
appeared, raced by our table, then stopped and turned 
around, saying to us, ‘You never saw me!’ 

“My friend and I continued to catch up when, about 30 
minutes later, the guy returned and headed out the fire door 
again. This time, before he headed out he looked at us and 
said, ‘Remember, you never saw me.’ Now, I thought this 
guy was cute and he had been somewhat amusing earlier but 
this friend and I were really close and I hadn’t seen her in a 
long time, so I was totally immersed in our conversation and 
not really thinking about coverall guy which is why, when 
he spoke to me, I was confused and merely replied, ‘What? 
Whatever, man,’ before turning back to my friend. 

“This time when coverall guy came back from the stairwell, 
he stopped at our table and offered to buy us both a drink for 
keeping his secret. We said ‘thank you,’ told him what we 
were drinking, and thought that would be the last of it. 
Instead, for the next several hours, he disappeared and 
reappeared several times, always bringing new beer and 
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 never speaking other than me saying, ‘Thank you,’ and him 
saying, ‘You’re welcome.’ 

“Finally it was time for the headlining band to hit the stage. 
My friend and I left our table and stood on the balcony, 
watching the stage. We had an excellent view therefore when 
coverall guy got onstage and revealed himself to be the lead 
singer. 

“The band played their first song and it was awesome — 
really loud and full of energy — the crowd was loving it. 
Then the song ended and coverall guy grabbed the mic and 
started walking around the stage, talking to the audience and 
asking if everyone was having a good time. Then he started 
telling them about how he’d been buying drinks all night for 
this girl, and she wouldn’t give him the time of day. Then he 
pointed at me and said, ‘And there she is! You ready for 
another drink?’ I said, ‘Yes,’ so he left the stage, approached 
the bar, ordered me a drink, brought it to me upstairs, then 
returned back downstairs to the stage and resumed the show. 

“It was a cool night.” 

9) codeman1021 wrote, “I won 30 bucks on a scratch-off that 
I paid for with birthday money that was given to me. It paid 
for my kiddo’s copay at the doctor. Good day.”63 

64. “Is There A Stranger You’ve Never Seen Again With 
Whom You’ve Shared A Memorable Moment You’ll 
Always Remember?” 

1) FruityTheatreKId wrote, “Once when I was around six or 
seven, I was crying on a bus. And this elderly lady then 

 
63 Source: CarltheChamp112, “What’s a really cool thing that happened 
to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qfu094/whats_a_really
_cool_thing_that_happened_to_you/ >. 
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 handed me a tissue and talked to me until I felt better! Thank 
you, rando lady I met on a bus.” 

2) iAteBuirger wrote, “There’s this one guy I met when I 
was visiting a city by myself. We hit it off quickly and we 
just talked. All night, just talking, non-stop. No funny 
business, I even went back to his place and just kept talking 
until morning. It is a rather unique and pleasant feeling to 
meet someone so genuinely interested in our conversation 
and not trying for anything. I wish I could talk some more 
with this person.” 

3) Himmel011 wrote: 

“Here’s two personal stories: 

• I live in a very big city, I’m a college student and my best 
friend was visiting me a few years ago. We went to this bar 
I had never been to before, we got tipsy, good vibes, great 
people, the music was on point, everything was so damn nice 
and I was feeling so insanely good. I had never been in a 
romantic relationship with anyone at that point of my life, I 
was very shy and very much of an introvert. I ended up 
clicking with the owner of this place quite immediately and 
long story short: We made out, not only that night but the 
following one, too! He wanted to take me on a date, asked 
for my number and stuff, but I said no multiple times so 
nothing happened. We stayed around until 6 in the morning 
while my friend was having a good time with other people 
who were there. Eventually, he drove me home and we held 
hands the whole time, it was very sweet and that was the first 
time a guy drove me home, and the first time I ever held 
hands like that with someone, I think. I know it sounds 
stupid, but I still remember how I felt those nights, it was an 
unforgettable moment for me. He still works there and the 
bus I take every day to go to the library I study at happens to 
pass right next to the bar so sometimes I still get to see him 
(although from a certain distance). I never returned there 
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 again because I felt a bit awkward and embarrassed, but 
every time I see that place or I see him from far away I can’t 
help but smile and feel my eyes sparkle. I’ll never forget that. 

• I attend college far from my hometown. I moved out of my 
parents’ house at 18, and I get to visit my family only during 
the holidays for 10 days and in the summer. The first two 
years of college were very tough. I felt homesick all the time, 
and every single time I left I cried my eyes out. I remember 
the first time going back home for the holidays and then 
leaving again to go back to college, I had just said goodbye 
to my parents, I hopped on the train and as soon as it left, I 
started to bawl like a fountain. There was this lady sitting 
right next to me, and she had noticed I couldn’t stop sobbing. 
She looked at me and said, ‘I know it’s tough, goodbyes are 
never easy.’ That crushed me even more, but for some reason 
I still remember it as if it was yesterday. 

“This is one of the most amazing things about life and I’m 
so grateful to be alive. You meet people you’ll probably 
never see again and you share a brief moment, a second, an 
hour, a nice conversation, a night out, and that sticks with 
you forever. The fact that I still smile when I walk by the bar 
or see that guy standing in front of the door is something so 
pure and beautiful, I remember he had a spider web tattooed 
on his elbow and for some reason every time I see that kind 
of tattoo on somebody I think of him and how I felt and if 
I’m having a bad day that cheers me up.” 

3) muadeebpaul wrote, “We had just taken off from Seattle 
when the planes struck the World Trade Center. They turned 
us around to land and it became apparent we weren’t going 
to get back up into the air. While people were scrambling for 
the next flight, I ran to the rental counter for a one-way 
vehicle to get me back to Boston. The only thing they had 
was one of those 15-seater vans that could be rented one-
way. So while me a co-worker and I were getting our bags, 
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 I announced that the first seven people going east could ride 
with us if they wanted to take turns driving. Got volunteers 
real quick. We were going to be traveling through Chicago 
because that was the hub airport the plane was going to and 
most people would be getting off there. No one slept for the 
next 20 hours as we drove across country and shared stories 
along with food and restroom stops. Never saw them again, 
but we all had a good story to share with everyone when we 
got home.” 

4) Stravablitz wrote, “I had my first call to jury duty, and I 
was dressed to the nines with a dress and makeup and 
everything. I was walking to the courthouse and a very 
handsome man in a suit was walking my way. He was just 
admiring me and then said ‘good morning’ with a smile. I 
said it back and walked a few feet before turning around to 
look at him and he was looking back at me! Gave me the 
biggest butterflies!” 

Himmel011 commented, “I know that feeling; it’s happened 
to me before. Especially with eye contact. Wow!” 

5) SailboatAB wrote: 

“My wife was injured in a terrorist attack. She had parked 
her car in a huge public garage and carpooled the event 
where she was attacked. She was hours away, so the first 
thing I had to do was retrieve her car before racing to her 
side. 

“I called Uber for the first time ever. Completely at random, 
my driver was an old Iranian immigrant. When he realized, 
from overhearing my frantic phone calls, that I was traveling 
to one of the victims, he turned angry … not at me, but at the 
idea that someone had attacked his adopted country. When I 
was off the phone, he fumed that he had put three of his 
children through college here, that he loved America, and 
that this attack was a stain on his beloved country. In that 
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 moment, I realized my assumption had been mistaken. This 
man was as American as I was, he shared my fury at the 
bastards and my fear for my family. 

“When we got to the huge parking garage, he wouldn’t drop 
me off, but insisted on driving me all through the multi-story 
garage looking for the car and stayed until he was sure it 
started. 

“My wife is all right now, in case you’re concerned, after 
many months of therapy and a few years of exercises. 

“I’ve taken Uber a few times since, and never seen that 
driver again. But I’ll never forget how quickly and sincerely 
he became my protector and said the very things I was 
thinking, doing all he could for us in our literal hour of 
need.” 

6) KknhgnhInepa0cnB11 wrote: 

“Yes! One time, perhaps nine years ago? I was at the grocery 
store pretty late, around 2-3am. It is a blizzard outside. The 
snow is coming down thick and wet and fast. There’s 
probably six people in the entire store. 

“One person is a frazzled-looking young mother with her 
four-ish-year-old, draped over her, fast asleep, with a 
hospital band around his wrist. Her cart has Pedialyte, 
popsicles, children’s Tylenol, and a shopping list probably 
15 items long. She’s struggling to carry her child, push the 
cart, grab items, not wake the sleeping sick toddler. She also 
looks like she’s gonna just break down and cry. 

“I made eye contact with another shopper. We connected, 
we spoke with a look. I set my basket down. They abandoned 
the cart. We bombarded this young woman with nearly silent 
love. The other shopper was a grandmotherly sort of woman, 
who came up and with a look and a gesture, invited this 
woman to hand over a sleeping, sick child, and take a load 
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 off. There was a hesitation, but you could see the exhaustion 
realize, ‘This is my village; this is what they talk about.’ 

“There was a swift handoff. I’ve already grabbed the list, and 
the cart, and a surprise hug. Within five minutes, the list has 
been completed. Check-out has happened. The mom has had 
a chance to breathe. The toddler hasn’t even stirred. We 
make the way to her car. I load the groceries in for her. They 
get her son into his booster seat. I brush the snow off her 
vehicle. The three of us share a hug. And then she takes her 
child home, and the other lady and I go back to our shopping. 

“The whole exchange, start to finish, took maybe 15 
minutes? There were barely any words spoken, all things 
considered. But I know that we changed that mom’s night. 
We became her village. And I’ll just never forget that.” 

7) Himmel011 wrote: 

“Some of you might find this story a bit creepy, but it was 
one of those times that still bring a smile on my face. I’ve 
always been a rather insecure girl with no self-esteem. 
Always been hard on myself, etc. I was out with my friend, 
I was all dolled up, and we were out to grab something to 
drink.  

“As we were walking around, this guy tries to get my 
attention, he was with his boyfriend and all of a sudden he 
comes up to me and tells me I was the most beautiful girl he 
had ever seen and he would have turned straight for me. I 
blushed so hard and felt uncomfortable because I’m not used 
to being in the spotlight and I hate when people stare at me.  

“My friend told this guy about me being very insecure and 
it’s funny because we had just had that conversation before 
going out and she had told me I had to love myself more.  

“Long story short, this guy grabs me by the hand and starts 
stopping random strangers asking them whether they 
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 thought I was beautiful. Everyone had kind words to share; 
some girls complimented my hairstyle and told me they had 
noticed it when I had walked by them earlier and said I had 
a beautiful smile. This guy actually ended up exaggerating a 
bit to the point where it felt a bit uncomfortable and ‘fake,’ 
but anyways it was definitely a strange and memorable 
moment.  

“Of course, I’ll never know whether they were honest or not. 
Let’s be honest, no one will ever tell you you’re ugly in 
person but whatever.” 

Sgt_Sauris commented, “That’s awesome! I’d bet most 
people’s comments were sincere that day. Generally one 
becomes obsessed with their own faults and forgets to 
admire their own beauty.”64 

65. “What Is The Most Rebellious Thing You Did As A 
Teenager?” 

1) ConditionCortoonist wrote: 

“My parents are very liberal hippies who believe in a hands-
off parenting style. They were all saying things like ‘society 
sucks, don’t be normal,’ and so on. 

“As a result, my elder sister rebelled by becoming a 
cheerleader, earning straight A’s, and refraining from using 
drugs. 

“The funniest rebel of all time.” 

 
64 Source: Himmel011, “Is there a stranger you’ve never seen again 
with whom you’ve shared a memorable moment you’ll always 
remember?” Reddit. AskReddit. 30 October 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qjcukz/is_there_a_stra
nger_youve_never_seen_again_with/ >. 
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 2) Acceptable_Stage79 wrote: 

“Caution: there will be badassery ahead. 

“At 11:00 p.m., I snuck out of the house. 

“I went to the store and purchased junk food. 

“Then, after it had closed, my pals and I went to a 
playground. 

“We ate donuts and fought with lightsabers until the cops 
arrived.” 

NerdismOfficial commented, “Use the donuts to induct the 
cops into your Star Wars roleplay club.” 

Dahhhkness commented: 

“‘Kid, it’s way past your bedtime, get off the monkey bars 
and we’ll get you home.’ 

“Lightsaber in one hand, Pringles can in the other: ‘I have 
the high ground.’” 

3) Sensitive_Future343 wrote, “My middle school had a 
policy of ‘no running in the hallways.’ Anyone who rushed 
through the halls received an automatic detention. So there I 
was, skipping down the corridor one day (skipping, not 
running). When a teacher sees me, he says, ‘Hello! Stop! 
You’ve been given an after-school detention!’ I spun around 
in the middle of my skip, looked him in the eyes, and said, 
‘No.’ Then I kept skipping down the corridor. I felt euphoria, 
pride, and delight because I had defied the system. I never 
had to go to detention.”65 

 
65 Source: Heyhey-_, “What is the most rebellious thing you did as a 
teenager?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 November 2021 < 
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 66. “What Was The ‘Black Market’ At Your School?” 

1) colorabro wrote, “In elementary school, my friend had a 
sticker maker, and we pumped out hundreds of stickers with 
neopets on them. Everyone wanted them, we were making 
away [out?] like bandits before teachers started to get pissed 
they were showing up all over the desks / walls / etc. 
Eventually we got called into the principal’s office and had 
to stop.” 

2) SaSaMei wrote, “In high school there was this game/fad 
where people would try to stealth zip tie other people’s bags 
to their desks, shoes together, whatever so they’d be stuck 
when the bell rang. One guy sold the heavy-duty zip ties and 
another sold mini scissors for easy escape.” 

3) midimandolin wrote: 

“I was a substitute teacher at a charter school. The kids and 
the teachers liked me, so they kept bringing me back. 
I noticed there was a kid who brought a HUGE duffel bag 
every class, but he was also in sports so I didn’t really think 
of it. 

“One day, he shows up with a can of the drink I had every 
day when he noticed I hadn’t brought one. The kid was 
running a snack business out of his locker and the duffel bag 
was PACKED with snacks and soda. 

“Most teachers usually shut it down in their room, but he 
didn’t disrupt the class while I was there and he had the 
Monster flavor I liked. He was the current student selling and 
had inherited the business from a recently graduated senior. 
The school had tried to shut him down at least once. 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qls179/what_is_the_m
ost_rebellious_thing_you_did_as_a/ >. 
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 “The kids noticed I didn’t say anything, so they paid more 
attention in class knowing I’d give them a minute or two at 
the end to get a snack.” 

penguinpenguins wrote, “After I ate a bunch of carrots in a 
math exam (crunch, crunch, crunch), the teacher told me, ‘In 
the future, if you want to eat carrots during an exam, they 
have to be cooked.’ LOL.” 

LandShark93 commented, “Our high school got rid of the 
regular soda machines and put diet shit in to be ‘healthier,’ 
so we had a teacher who would get regular cans and sell them 
to students for 50 cents and bottles for a dollar.” 

4) SignificantStuff4930 wrote, “In elementary school, it was 
flavored toothpicks. The most popular were soaked in 
cinnamon oil. First time I tasted Fireball whiskey took me 
right back to first grade.” 

5) SugoiBakaMatt wrote, “Air potatoes. For those unaware, 
air potatoes are an invasive species of vines that grow to 
cover massive swathes of forest areas in Florida, and usually 
result in the death of everything they grow on as they suck 
the nutrients out of the surrounding flora. There was a 
gigantic infestation of these vines around my school, and 
they bore small, roughly golf-ball-sized potatoes (which 
were very poisonous if eaten). Perfect-size fruits for pelting 
your enemies on the playground. Obviously fifth graders 
being in possession of weaponized poisonous potatoes was 
frowned upon, so you had to be careful not to get caught 
picking them. Eventually the whole school was covered in 
bruises and welts from the great war of 2003-2005. Finally 
they built a fence around the playground and a ceasefire had 
to be declared as all remaining ammunition began to rot.” 

6) i_should_get_a_suit wrote: 

“I am a teacher. We had two spawned by COVID. 
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 “The first was toward the beginning of the outbreak, the 
school had a policy that if you have two symptoms of covid, 
you go home. So if a kid had a headache and wants Tylenol 
that’s one … but we live in an area with really bad allergies 
and almost everyone has runny nose / sore throat in the fall. 
So that’s two. Teachers pretty quickly turned a blind eye to 
bottles of Ibuprofen being passed around by students to 
avoid going home. 

“When we had a mask mandate, the office got tired of giving 
out masks to kids who broke / forgot them, so they started 
charging $5 to parents’ accounts per mask (fairly rich private 
school so this wouldn’t cause a hardship for anyone). 

“A kid’s parents got annoyed about spending $5 / day so they 
sent him to school with a box of masks to put in his 
backpack. One of his classmates forgot her mask and I told 
her, ‘Well, you can go to the office and get one for $5 or 
(student) might sell you one for $3.’ And so the black market 
for masks was born. I heard later that a different teacher sent 
him to the office for it, so I checked in with my boss to make 
sure he didn’t get in trouble. My boss laughed and said it was 
brilliant, then told me at his previous school there was a kid 
who rented out belts and ties to kids who forgot them to 
avoid dress code violations.” 

KaiBluePill commented, “Capitalism! Can’t stop me from 
making a better offer than yours! What are you, the mob?” 

AKBigDaddy responded: 

“In a lot of places, they act like it. I used to stop by a 
particular gas station that frequently sold sodas for $1/each, 
versus $2 at school. I’d stock up on a ton on my way in and 
sell them for $1.50, or if the vending machine was out of a 
particular flavor, that one was $2.50 (because supply and 
demand). I was making a KILLING, just selling between 
classes at my locker. Eventually the school caught on and 



 138 

 

 shut me down because they were getting a cut of the vending 
machines’ profit and I was eating into it severely. 

“Since the vending machine company paid their protection 
money and I didn’t, I relocated my business to the parking 
lot outside and drinks were available b only efore and after 
school. But I made such a public stink about it, that business 
actually INCREASED. Then they told me I couldn’t do it on 
school property. So I started parking at the park and ride 
across the street with my flashers on every morning 30m 
before school started and 30m after school let out. 

“The cops then got involved and I shut down, but all told I 
was profiting almost $400/week by the end.” 

7) somewhat_random wrote: 

“Beating kids up. In grade 8 (so 13 years old,) there were a 
few ‘hit men’ — huge bully type kids that would beat up 
anyone you wanted. Price started at $20. Within a few weeks 
it was up to $50. The ‘hit men’ were all independent so you 
could pay one to beat up another. Lasted about three months 
when everyone came to school looking like hell. 

“Fun fact — I missed getting beat up because the guy hired 
was too busy so he kept the money and told me to tell 
everyone I was beat up — win win.” 

8) In response to a comment that mentioned the subreddit 

r/KidsAreFuckingStupid  

Primal Skink responded: 

“My friend’s husband was joking around and told their four-
year-old ants taste like chocolate. Four-year-old and a few 
other kids at school are found eating ants. When the teacher 
asked what they were doing they told her they were ‘trying 
to find the ones that taste like chocolate’! These kids were 
each at least 10 ants in before getting discovered. 
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 “Kids are … well, yeah.”66 

67. “What’s Your Most Embarrassing Wardrobe 
Malfunction Story?” 

1) stcloud777 wrote, “It was senior prom. My leather shoe’s 
sole decided to abandon me. Had to take a cab home and 
went back on Nikes. Was given compliments for wearing 
formal with matching sneakers. Lol.” 

BadgerSituation commented, “You picked a fine time to 
leave me, loose heel.” 

V3NOM91 commented, “No shame — I got married in 
sneakers and basically always wear them if I’m in a suit (also 
when I’m not in a suit).” 

2) InterestingNerd wrote, “Every year in high school, my 
marching band performed at local elementary and middle 
schools to encourage them to join band. My senior year I was 
Drum Major, so I was supposed to be a leader and good 
example for everyone else. I forgot my black shoes the day 
we did the school performances, so I performed in black 
socks. I guess I wasn’t that good of an example.” 

3) FormalMango wrote: 

“I usually worked nights but had to go in the next morning 
for an early meeting (because fuck the night shift, let’s have 
a 10am compulsory in-person meeting). 

“I went home, crashed for a few hours, then threw the same 
clothes back on and drove back into work. 

 
66 Source: Alice_exists, “What was the ‘black market’ at your school?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 9 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qqifly/what_was_the_b
lack_market_at_your_school/ >. 
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 “I’m walking into the meeting looking like an angry sleep-
deprived hobo, and all the senior management are there. My 
boss, his boss, his boss’ boss. About 30 people, all up. 

“As I’m walking across the room, I feel something in the leg 
of my jeans. I shake my leg a bit. Something falls out. The 
company COO looks down and says, ‘Um, I think you 
dropped something.’ 

“It’s my underwear. They were still in the leg of my jeans, 
and now they were on the boardroom floor. Bright, eye-
catchingly red satin underwear.” 

4) blank_confusion wrote: 

“I had to wear a costume for an amateur dramatics 
performance … think performing on a tiny school stage [… 
and dressing] with only a tiny divider between me and the 
crowd. 

“The show was a condensed version of Rocky Horror 
Picture Show using the original soundtracks. I was playing 
Frankenfurter. (I was the only one willing to do it.)” 

“The divider fell. 

“A crowd of 50 people saw me in my boxers and stockings. 
The full costume was a tight leather vest, shorts and 
stockings. I hadn’t got the shorts on yet. 

“Luckily we had to travel nearly two hours to get to the 
venue so I didn’t know anyone there and I haven’t gone to 
that part of town since and I never will.”67 

 
67 Source: Altaltait17, “What’s your most embarrassing wardrobe 
malfunction story?” Reddit. AskReddit. 10 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qqs8ow/whats_your_m
ost_embarrassing_wardrobe_malfunction/ >. 
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 68. “What Is Something Completely Real That 
Happened In Your Life That Others Would Think 
Sounds Like Bullshit?” 

CaseyFly wrote: 

“I live in South Carolina, and when I was young I was out in 
my backyard playing on my swing-set. I heard some unusual 
rustling in the trees of the woods and looked up to find…a 
small monkey! I couldn’t believe my eyes and took off 
running to the house to tell my dad. 

“He didn’t believe me right away, but I finally convinced 
him to come outside to look. When we walked back to my 
swing-set, we saw not only the monkey, but now, standing 
underneath the tree, was a man holding a pistol and a woman 
holding a banana. 

“They saw us and the man began to speak. ‘If he doesn’t 
come down, I’ll have to shoot him.’ Pretty much right after 
that, the monkey saw that banana and headed straight down 
to the woman and sat on her shoulder. 

“And that was that, they left and we found out they were our 
neighbors from five or six houses down.”68 

69. “What Was The Luckiest Moment Of Your Life?” 

1) on-the-h wrote, “I was shipwrecked about 300 miles off 
the coast of Mexico. I called for mayday on ham radio. 
Nobody was answering on the Marine Radio because 
nobody was around for at least 200 miles. A guy in San 
Diego picked up and relayed my satellite tracking 

 
68 Source: LittleHopeBandit, “What is something completely real that 
happened in your life that others would think sounds like bullshit?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 11 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qrh7eh/what_is_somet
hing_completely_real_that_happened/ >. 
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 coordinates to the US Coast Guard, who coordinated with 
the Mexican Navy. After three days of puking and trying my 
hardest to not get washed or thrown out of the cockpit, I was 
spotted by a helicopter and then a massive naval ship the 
following morning. Mexican Search and Rescue is badass 
and I was treated incredibly well. I owe my life to the guys 
from the ARM Berriozabal.” 

2) qt-uwu wrote, “My wife and find out we’re having our 
second child. We wait until 12 weeks to tell everyone 
because we had a miscarriage earlier. We tell my four-year-
old daughter and she’s stoked. We tell everyone, and they’re 
excited. We do a gender reveal, it’s a boy, world is perfect. 
Get prenatal testing done (no idea why, ask my wife) come 
back baby has genetic disorder that affects one out of every 
100,000 kids. Talk about bad luck: The disorder is fatal and 
he won’t survive. Everyone is crushed: Might have to early 
deliver and terminate. Get second opinion by the best doctor 
in our area and he says he thinks it’s a false positive and to 
let it ride. We take his advice and wait. Four weeks later it 
was confirmed that it was a false positive and my son will be 
here in eight weeks. Luck of the fucking Irish.” 

3) Back2Bach wrote: 

“When I went to the animal shelter to adopt a cat: 

“He was perched up high on a stack of boxes, looking down 
directly into my eyes from above. When I spoke to him, he 
came down immediately and rubbed up against my leg, 
purring vibrantly. 
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 “Mr. Kitty — a big Maine Coon cat — proved to be the best 
‘furry buddy’ anyone could hope to have. We adopted each 
other — a lucky moment for both.”69 

70. “Athletes Of Reddit, What’s The Wildest Story From 
The Locker Room?” 

1) Leckenz wrote: 

“After practice there’s ~15 guys waiting to use three 
showers. Once one of them broke and would only give cold 
water. Some days later this ‘tough dude’ didn’t want to wait 
anymore and just showered with the cold-ass water, with all 
the other dudes still waiting to use the two warm showers. 

“This goes on for maybe 10 days, with no one ever trying to 
use the broken shower, then our coach tells us it’s been 
repaired the day ‘tough dude’ started using it again and he 
was supposed to tell us.” 

2) CTEisonmybrain wrote: 

“Ice hockey locker room: Our boy Lane drop his pants, pull 
his penis up and then ‘dance’ his testicles individually up 
and down. He had total control over each teste and was very 
skilled. 

“10/10 teste dance.” 

3) In a comment, Pitiful-Location wrote, “I’m a girl who 
played flag football and I came home from my first practice 
in elementary school asking my mom for a cup since the 
coach had told the team everyone needed to wear one.” 

 
69 Source: bellumico, “What was the luckiest moment of your life?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 14 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qtnfq9/what_was_the_l
uckiest_moment_of_your_life/ >. 
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 echo-94-charlie commented, “I’ve seen several women get 
kicked in the vulva — it looks very painful. Some form of 
protection down there is well advised.” 

ViciousKitkat wrote, “Yep — I used to wear a groin guard 
when I did martial arts. They make them for women, they’re 
just slightly different from the men’s ones. They’re more 
padded and less cup-like to fit over our pubic bones better.”70 

71. “Non-Americans Of Reddit, What Is Popular In The 
US That You Wish Was More Popular Where You 
Live?” 

1) OhYeahThrowItAway wrote: 

“American, but I dated a German girl in college. I took her 
to Fuddrucker’s for lunch one day and she became obsessed 
with (not ‘interested in’; OBSESSED WITH) their burgers. 

“Her family came to visit her a few months later and she 
made me take them all to Fuddrucker’s, too. Literally every 
single one of them became obsessed with their burgers, too. 

“It was like watching this group of proud and noble 
Europeans become slovenly Americans before my very eyes, 
I was so proud of myself.” 

nebulasorupp commented, “I don’t know what a 
Fuddruckers is, but I love this comment.” 

Squirrel_Q_Esquire commented: 

“A progressively mediocre chain that makes the above 
comment all the more hilarious. 

 
70 Source: ej1oo1, “Athletes of reddit, what’s the wildest story from the 
locker room?” Reddit. AskReddit. 14 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qtxsr6/athletes_of_redd
it_whats_the_wildest_story_from/>. 
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 “It makes me think of some buddies of mine whom I lived 
with in college. We went to a southern US college, but they 
were from Chicago. One day as I headed to class I said I was 
going to pick up some fried chicken for lunch and asked if 
they wanted any. They asked if I was getting KFC or 
Popeyes, and I said, ‘Nah, I’ll stop at Chevron.’ 

“They couldn’t believe I was going to stop at a gas station 
for lunch. They said no, so I shrugged and went about my 
day. When I got home with my fried chicken, though, they 
saw it and wanted to try it. 

“They loved it. To the point that when their families came to 
visit, they wanted to take them to get fried chicken from 
Chevron. 

“We lived in a college town with more than six famous 
restaurants and James Beard award chefs, and they wanted 
to take their families to the gas station. 

“Don’t get me wrong, the Chevron chicken is fan-damn-
tastic, but I’m not taking newcomers to town there first 
before any of the actual restaurants.” 

suaveknight commented, “I feel like, as Americans, we 
could slash military spending on guns and ammo and shit 
and just maintain worldwide peace with cheeseburgers and 
BBQ.” 

2) TomasNavarro wrote, “Breakfast food available after 
10:30am.” 

AstroWorldCharmed commented, “Anyone who believes 
they’re too good for Waffle House isn’t a person who’s 
worth knowing.” 

FiveInchesIsAverage commented, “Waffle House Home.”  

iamboredandbored commented: 
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 “My favorite thing about Waffle House was that I could sit 
down and ask for exactly what I wanted, no menu necessary. 
I would order by the egg, by the slices of bacon and cheese. 

“Five eggs scrambled, add three slices of bacon chopped up, 
four slices of cheese, onions, jalapeño, two slices of buttered 
toast, and four sausage links on the side.” 

“And they wouldn’t even blink. They’d just make it and bill 
it and drunk me would be so happy.” 

doodnotcool commented on how the server would describe 
the breakfast: “Five puzzle boxes with three karate Wilburs, 
four Bessies, sliced tears, spicy tears, two slices of sunrise 
and a grand slam … order up!” 

3) What_a_wonderful_war wrote, “Hole-in-the-wall 
restaurants / deli shops.” 

deltaexdeltatee wrote, “Here in Texas, the general rule for 
Mexican food is the worse the location, the better the food. 
My all-time favorite Mexican place was literally attached to 
a gas station. Lol.” 

4) royalewithcheesecake wrote, “I forget what it’s called but 
the blender inside the kitchen sink that makes your food 
waste into a smoothie instead of you having to fish it out in 
clumps with your hands.” 

iliveinthecove wrote, “I’m glad you forgot: That right there 
was a beautiful description.” 

smb_samba asked, “Yo, what y’all call that sink blender 
again?” 

bigbadbillyd replied, “Garbage disposal!”71 

 
71 Source: Jimlobster, “Non-Americans of Reddit, what is popular in 
the US that you wish was more popular where you live?” Reddit. 
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 72. “What’s An Orgasmic Feeling That Isn’t An 
Orgasm?” 

1) MushroomTacoboy wrote, “I’m on Chemotherapy, and I 
recently went 50 days without keeping down solid food. The 
first time I digested unbuttered mashed potatoes with 
chicken broth, It felt like a non-stop three-hour orgasm the 
entire way through.” 

JPfelipe95 commented, “I can honestly say this is the first 
time in my life I’ve ever seen someone recount a positive 
story about chemo.” 

Hoovooloo42 commented: 

“I’ll give you another one! 

“My chemo was pretty bad (ABVD),but fortunately I had no 
trouble holding down my food. 

“I did, however, get completely bone-tired from getting up 
and going to the restroom, I mean EXHAUSTED. 

“Have you ever hiked? You know that feeling when you’ve 
really exerted yourself for a long time, right at your limit, 
and you find a place just to lie down for a bit? 

“It was that same feeling once I laid back down in bed, but 
literally 10x as good. It was actually as good as an orgasm, 
it was amazing. 

“And all my body hair fell out, so I ALSO had that smooth, 
freshly shaved leg experience that chicks always talk about 
at the same time! That’s also just as good as I’m led to 
believe. 

 

AskReddit. 16. November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qv7kun/nonamericans_
of_reddit_what_is_popular_in_the_us/ >. 
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 “And since I was so tired, I felt that every single time I sat 
or laid down. It really did bring cancer from a 0/10 to a solid 
3/10. It was that good. Lol.” 

peachbubblegummies commented, “I hope you beat cancer’s 
ass! Glad you are able to find the silver linings.” 

Hoovooloo42 responded, “Hey, thanks! It seems to be gone, 
and it was a curable type of cancer, so I think I’m in the 
clear!” 

2) SuperRadDeathNinja wrote: 

“I was a long-time waiter: ~15 years. I distinctly recall 
getting through a real shitshow of a dinner rush, spent 3-4 
hours constantly moving and dealing with all manner or 
lunacy, in the weeds the entire time. 

“After the rush I was standing with my back to the bar next 
to the assistant manager, just taking a moment. I turned my 
head to crack my neck and a fucking zipper explosion of 
pops went from the base of my skull to the top of my ass. 20-
25 machine gun pops and cracks. 

“The relief was so intense and un-expected, I literally took a 
knee to recover for a moment. The assistant manager just 
said, ‘That sounded AMAZING,’ and walked off. 

“Best crack of my life.” 

serenityfive commented, “I’m at the age where I don’t know 
if the back pop is gonna feel great or if I’m about to put 
myself in the hospital, but it’s always a gamble I’m willing 
to go all-in on.” 

3) Bryarx wrote: 

“I paid off my wife’s minivan and our dining room table and 
chairs this week … and got a bonus and a raise. What’s the 
opposite of a perfect storm? 
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 “Going to buy some lottery tickets today! 

“Edit: /u/MrCrackerPockets suggests calling it a double 
rainbow, and I think that fits perfectly!”72 

73. “What’s The Sweetest Thing A Stranger Has Done 
For You?”  

1) Butthairviolinsstring wrote: 

“People surprise me every day. Most people are good 
people. It’s just easier for us to remember the bad ones. 
Don’t be afraid to put a little effort into having genuine 
interactions with strangers. You’ll be surprised by what you 
find. 

“I worked as a teller for Wells Fargo for three years. After I 
overcame the challenges of my job, I directed my focus to 
the challenges of trying to have genuine interactions with 
customers. 

“I came home exhausted every day because it’s draining to 
put effort into interactions all day. But it was worth it. I will 
never forget people leaving the bank with a smile, especially 
ones who were notoriously grumpy. 

“I did not do it for any kind of gain. I felt I had a purpose 
simply by sharing smiles with others. But I will tell you, if 
you put in the effort, people are going to show their 
appreciation. 

“I had customers who wouldn’t go to other tellers, they 
would wait for me. It was the highlight of my day. A 
customer brought me lunch from across town. Another 

 
72 Source: mackeastman, “What’s an orgasmic feeling that isn’t an 
orgasm?” Reddit. AskReddit. 17 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qwfden/whats_an_orga
smic_feeling_that_isnt_an_orgasm/ >. 
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 customer bought a bucket of cookies for me at the state fair, 
and then got up early on Saturday morning to deliver them 
to me even though they didn’t need to go to the bank. 
Another customer bought me a Yankee candle and 
chocolates with a sweet card on my birthday. Customers 
have had pizzas delivered to me, and one brought me ice 
cream. Safe to say, I gained some weight from the meals they 
brought! 

“When I put in my two weeks’ notice, I had to break the 
news to a lot of customers whom I grew to have a lovely 
bond with. I had a customer break down in tears when I told 
her. I felt whole because I was able to make such an impact 
on someone who originally just came to the bank to do a 
boring errand. 

“I guess this sounds like I’m bragging, but that’s not my 
intention. I wanted to convey the message that there’s a lot 
of kind strangers out there, and even one kind interaction 
where you make someone feel seen and heard can go a long 
way.” 

2) AreYouItchy wrote, “It was really strange, but it has 
stayed with me all these years. My mum had just passed 
away, and I was a mess, and waiting for my ride. The 
medical facility was very difficult to navigate and didn’t 
have good signage. This older couple was struggling to find 
Radiology. I knew where it was, so I gave them directions. 
They thanked me, then the man gave me a beautiful pair of 
earrings (they made them), and the woman gave me a brief 
hug. That was it. But, I still have those beautiful earrings, 
and wish them well every time I wear them.” 

3) letuhnblockem wrote: 

“Haha. I have a really recent one. I was going through a 
drive-through, and the cashier said, ‘Your dimples are really 
cute.’ 
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 “As male, that compliment really felt good, I sadly wasn’t 
able to respond before she turned away. I wish had been able 
to thanks, but it took me so back. 

“That one is definitely going in.” 

3) Financial_Run_8902 wrote, “Some guy dealt me a dollar 
when I was 52 cents short. Good guy.” 

4) histam_ine wrote, “Someone helped me lift my heavy 
suitcase into the train.” 

5) miau_chiu wrote, “I was working at a shitty cafe place. A 
stranger heard me speaking English and told me about a 
place where they are looking for a new employee with good 
English skills and talked to the owner for me. I got the job.” 

6) ThisSorrowfulLife wrote, “When my fiancé and I could 
only afford the rent and bills and had nothing left to spend 
on ourselves for entertainment, a childhood friend whom I 
wasn’t close to sent us a three-month pass for Xbox Live, so 
at least we could game together. It was so kind and selfless.” 

7) SugoiBakaMatt wrote, “I helped a guy jump start his car 
at a gas station at 3 AM one time. He said I was an angel and 
offered me some heroin.” 

8) CapitalVermicelli991 wrote, “An older gentleman found 
me broke, freezing and half drunk, in a bus stop. Friends had 
invited my drunk ass out, offering to pay for everything but 
ghosted me when I got there. He called a taxi and sent me 
home to my mum’s house. I was so cold I could barely stay 
awake, and I was not dressed for the cold weather. I wish I 
remembered his name but after that night I got off the booze 
and am now a married mother of two and employed. He 
saved my life, and I’ll never forget it.” 

9) syntheraxonreddit wrote:  
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 “This one time when I was living with my foster family, they 
decided to kick me out of my home. It was so fucking hot 
out, about 47 [116 Fafrenheit] degrees, and I had a serious 
appointment that day, but the hospital was about five miles 
so I had to walk. Luckily, I had some spare change in my 
bag, and I was gonna get a taxi. 

“A lady pulled up and called, ‘Taxi.’ I got in, sat down and 
had a breakdown. She was concerned and asked why I was 
crying so much. I told her about the abuse I go through and 
why I’m here. 

“She was a mother of three and said she couldn’t imagine 
something like that happening to them, so she gave me a free 
ride there and back, bought me lunch and dinner, and got me 
new clothes. 

“I now live with my biological family, but I’ll never forget 
what the lady did for me.” 

10) Astron_0 wrote, “This might not be interesting as the 
other ones on here, but I’m really interested in cars. A month 
or so ago I was walking home from school and a black 
Nissan R34 pulls up by me and stops at the colour lights. I 
flash the owner a thumbs up and he gives me the thumbs up 
back. I smile and admire his car as I continue to walk. Before 
I reach the pedestrian crossing, the light goes green and he 
floors it, instantly making my day. I hope I made his day as 
much as he made mine.” 

11) Leander_007 wrote: 

“Not really much of a stranger but a classmate of mine whom 
I’ve never talked to. It was picture day and most of the class 
got to the picture room (I don’t know what’s it called) except 
me. I just stared blankly on our second-floor balcony and 
enjoyed the sunset scenery there because in my opinion it 
has the best view on the school.  



 153 

 

 “Every minute or so, each of my classmates got back after 
getting their pictures taken. A few of my friends had got their 
pictures taken and we just chatted on the balcony when this 
girl (who I knew is popular) asked me why am I not in the 
picture room. I told her I didn’t really have money to pay for 
it, a quarter of my daily allowance was for my ride home, 
some left for food and other school expenses (printed 
worksheets and test papers and stuff like that) so I haven’t 
saved up for it. It was the last year of high school then and I 
really liked that last year but didn’t really fuss about a school 
photo.  

“She stared blankly at me and then headed inside our 
classroom. Some others and I continued our conversation, 
and then a minute later she came back and told me, ‘Come, 
I’ve got the money.’ She gripped my forearm and ran, so I 
ran with her.  

“She paid for my photo and normally it pains me to smile at 
cameras because I feel uneasy faking a smile, but that one 
was genuine like genuine-genuine. I thanked her, of course, 
and offered to pay it back bit by bit but she refused. Weeks 
later, I was told that she didn’t have the money herself; she 
borrowed the money from her friend. It was nice, and I will 
never forget that.  

“That was years ago and based on what I heard and saw on 
her social media sites, she’s happy with her girlfriend — 
they’ve been together for four years now.” 

12) nineelevenairways wrote, “Donated four grand [$4,000] 
so that our dog could get treatment for her heart tumor. We 
had to travel halfway across the country and stay for a week 
and a half while she received treatment so on top of the 
treatment itself, we had lots of travel and housing costs. That 
woman, along with many others who donated, saved our 
dog’s life. We don’t know how long she will live overall but 
she’s healthy now and she would certainly have been dead 
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 already if we didn’t go through with it. We don’t even know 
who this woman is and she has zero attachment to us.” 

13) Slowcow7 wrote, “Right after high school, two buddies 
and I did a cross-country trip on our bicycles from California 
to Colorado. On our third day after eating mostly ramen 
noodles and peanut butter sandwiches, we decided to splurge 
and get some breakfast at Burger King. After eating, we were 
getting our gear back on to get on the road and a nice older 
couple walked up and started asking about our trip. It was a 
fun conversation and they were fully engaged as we were 
‘bragging’ about this bike trip we were doing. Near the end, 
the lady said they owned this Burger King location and two 
more stores along our route (Bakersfield and Barstow, CA). 
She pulled out a business card and wrote something on the 
back of it. As she handed us the card, she said, ‘Show them 
this, and anything you want is free at those stores.’ We were 
floored and couldn’t thank them enough. True to her word, 
we did get those two free meals. We didn’t go crazy by 
ordering everything on the menu, but I admit that I did get 
the double Whopper instead of the single. To that couple, if 
you’re reading this, we’ll never forget your kindness!” 

14) ypsm wrote, “Years ago I was on a date at a Mets game. 
Being young and poor, we were up in the cheapest bleachers. 
Someone came up to me from behind and tapped me on the 
shoulder. Being that we’re in New York City, I assumed it 
was a grifter or someone looking for money. Turns out it was 
someone who had a couple of extra seats right behind home 
plate, like five rows up. He had walked all the way up to the 
top of Shea Stadium to find a promising pair to give the 
tickets to, and he chose us!”73 

 
73 Source: nofookgiiven, “What’s the sweetest thing a stranger has done 
for you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 November 2021 < 
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 74. “What Improved Your Quality Of Life So Much, You 
Wish You Did It Sooner?” 

1) qt-uwu wrote, “Realizing that I’m a person who needs to 
be on his meds and that’s okay.” 

DanYHim wrote: 

“If you’re happy and you know it, take your meds. 

“(Clap, clap) 

“If you’re happy and you know it, take your meds. 

(Clap, clap) 

“If you’re happy and you know it, then your chart will surely 
show it. 

“If you’re happy and you know it, take your meds. 

“(Clap, clap.)” 

2) Shoulderhuge419 wrote, “Going to the gym daily. Lost 
my fat ass in a year and I am now finally being the person I 
want to be. Or at least I look like him.” 

3) Dividebynegativezero wrote, “A good bed. Game 
changer.” 

Prossdog commented, “I had no idea how much I needed a 
new bed until my wife talked me into it. Now every time I 
lie down, it’s like 1000 angels caressing my soul.” 

4) BlackLetterLIes wrote: 

“Marijuana. I got a medical license in my early 40’s and it’s 
been a god-send for so many things. Basically all of the 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qy1lqi/whats_the_swee
test_thing_a_stranger_has_done_for/ >. 
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 clichés were bullshit for me. I’ve been far more productive, 
I’ve lost weight, my mental state has improved, and I’m just 
generally happier and I’ve never been healthier. No more 
booze, no more psych meds, no more pain pills, just a bowl 
early in the morning. 

“It’s a tough sell, though. A lot of people don’t and won’t 
believe it can be used in a positive, life-improving way.”74 

75. “What’s The Thing You Did As A Kid That You’re 
Super Lucky It Didn’t Go Badly Or You Didn’t Get In 
Trouble For It?” 

1) rduken wrote, “When I was a teenager, I lived in Germany 
(American military brat living off base). Some friends and I 
would always ride our bikes into the woods for hours on end. 
One day, we stopped along the trail and walked around when 
one of our friends started freaking out. He was standing next 
to a rusty grenade. We started walking around the area and 
found more stuff, like the remnants of a belt-fed ammo and 
what I assume was an actual artillery shell (intact). Like a 
bunch of morons, we gathered everything we found, 
wrapped it in a coat, and rode our bikes back home, dropping 
it several times on the way. When we got to my house and 
showed my dad, he told us to leave it there on the ground 
and come inside. He called the security police on base and 
they transferred him to EOD (Explosive Ordinance 
Disposal). The cops showed up and told everybody to go 
inside, shut their doors and windows until it was clear. Then 
we had to ride with the security personnel to show them 
where we found all of the ordinance. Since it was on German 

 
74 Source: ChrisVIII wrote, “What improved your quality of life so 
much, you wish you did it sooner?” Reddit. AskReddit. 20 November 
20211 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qy3dq2/what_improve
d_your_quality_of_life_so_much_you/ >. 
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 property, it was kind of a big to-do. They basically told us 
we were both dumb and lucky that shit didn’t explode our 
faces even after 50 years or so. Then we were dumb enough 
to actually ask if we could keep what we found.” 

zthe0 commented, “Yeah, there’s still loads of not exploded 
stuff from WW2 in Germany. You really got lucky.” 

Cold_Philosophy commented, “There’s still a lot from WWI 
in Northern France, too.” 

Competitive-Run-1773 asked, “Soooo, did you get to keep 
it?” 

rduken replied, “Lol! Young me would’ve replied, ‘I wish.’ 
Current me only wishes I could’ve seen it being blown up 
which is what I assumed they did.” 

2) Gimminy wrote: 

“My grandpa used to strip electrical cords, wrap the stripped 
ends around the top quarter of a metal spike, and then wrap 
the outside with electrical tape. The end product was a metal 
spike that you could stick into the ground and then plug into 
an outlet. Earthworms would get shocked, come to the 
surface, and my grandpa would collect them for fishing. If 
you were barefoot, you could feel the current coming 
through your feet. 

“Anyway, I was told not to touch the thing. And I sort of 
listened for a while. I would experiment getting closer and 
farther away from the deadly contraption with my bare feet 
to experience the tingling caused by the current. Then, one 
day, curiosity got the better of me and I grabbed the thing 
and could not let go. I remember my arm being paralyzed 
while I was being shocked. Somehow, I managed to let go 
of the thing, and then I just kind of sat there stupefied for a 
minute. 
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 “I was about 11 at the time and didn’t really have a sense of 
mortality. My biggest concern was getting in trouble for 
touching it when I had been told not to. So I didn’t tell 
anybody what happened. Super lucky I didn’t die right then 
and super lucky I didn’t have some kind of injury that needed 
medical attention. Especially since I wasn’t about to tell 
anyone I needed medical attention. Kids. And crazy 
Grandpas.” 

Gimminy added, “Grandpa was very much a child of the 
Great Depression. There was almost no safety concern that 
could trump a dollar saved.” 

3) Notmiefault wrote: 

“When I was 12, my dad, quite foolishly, let me buy not one 
but two cavalry sabers at the gift shop at Gettysburg. (They 
were like $15 each, super cheap and shitty, but real metal 
and fairly sharp.) 

“One time a friend and I actually tried sword fighting with 
them, swinging them at each other and blocking and stuff. 
It’s a miracle neither of us were seriously wounded — we 
had no idea what we were doing.” 

Dangercakes13 commented: 

“HOLY SHIT! I went on a field trip to Gettysburg in 5th 
grade and my dad had given me money for lunch. I spent it 
all buying a dull cavalry saber. Oiled, black sheath. My 
teacher was nice enough to buy me a fast-food burger when 
we stopped for lunch since I was now broke, but armed. 

“I still remember fondly when I was getting off the bus and 
my dad was waiting to pick me up. He saw me running 
clumsily towards the car, waving a sword he did not expect. 
It’s still in their garage somewhere.” 
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 Dangercakes13 added, “My teacher, my classmates, my 
parents and in reflection I myself were all a little surprised 
they sold it to me: a little kid with a fistful of one-dollar 
bills.”75 

76. “What’s The Most Rebellious Thing You Did As A 
Kid?” 

1) InconsequentialBlur wrote, “Used to add extra ingredients 
into the cooking pot when mom wasn’t looking. Still do 
occasionally, still get the thrills.” 

2) sabboo wrote: 

“I skipped last period in high school, walked a mile to the 
junior high school to make sure a buddy stayed for detention 
rather than blow it off and get on the bus. He was going to 
get bad suspended if he did. 

“I explained it to my dean the next day and his jaw dropped. 
I wasn’t punished.”76 

77. “What Funny Thing Did You Do Or Say As A Child 
That Embarrassed Your Parents?” 

ViolinOutOfTune, the Original Poster added, “Whether it 
was blabbing something you weren’t ‘supposed’ to, making 

 
75 Source: liamemsa, “What’s the thing you did as a kid that you’re 
super lucky it didn’t go badly or you didn’t get in trouble for it?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 19 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qxfig8/whats_the_thin
g_you_did_as_a_kid_that_youre_super/ >. 
76 Source: Nasvtej_7, “Whats the most rebellions thing yoh did as a 
kid?” Reddit. AskReddit. 21 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qyth6g/whats_the_mos
t_rebellions_thing_yoh_did_as_a_kid/ >. 
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 a scene, trying some hare-brained stunt as kids so often do, 
or whatever.” 

1) ViolinOutOfTune wrote, “Answering my own question: 
In Sunday school, our teacher was telling us about Christ 
turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana. I raised my 
hand and loudly declared, ‘I know about wine! My mom 
drinks a lot of it all the time!’” 

2) single_prinkle3 wrote, “For a Mother’s Day project in 
school, we had to draw a picture of our mom doing a few of 
her favorite hobbies, and one of the ones I drew was her 
pooping.” 

3) Sea_Theory6050 wrote: 

“Not me, but I’ll never forget wanting the shop to swallow 
me up when my son was about four. 

“He recently had just gotten over bad chickenpox. He was 
all healed and was still pretty hung up about it. He was 
adamant that he was NEVER going to get them again. 

“So trying to distract his thoughts from said chicken pox I 
suggested a little trip to town to pick out a little treat as he 
had been so good not picking at them and whining about the 
lotion. He was adamant he would like a football. No 
problem. 

“Entering said shop we find this neon orange ball. He 
LOVED IT. Bingo! He totally dropped the chickenpox 
trauma. End of it —so I thought. 

“We go to the till and there’s a young boy, 16/17 with some 
really bad acne. My darling son stops. 

“Looks at him. 

“Clutches this neon ball, and shouts, ‘HE HAS THE 
CHICKEN POX! GET HIM AWAY FROM ME!’ 
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 “It echoes around the shop. 

“I’m trying to console him — he’s HYSTERICAL — and 
do it without making this boy feel like shit about his skin, I 
think my son did that well enough. 

“After much persuasion and a bright red lobster face, I 
convinced my son he was indeed chicken-pox free. I 
explained how my son wasn’t being harmful and I could only 
apologize on his behalf. We left swiftly. I’ve never been so 
mortified. I haven’t returned to that shop and I do hope that 
the boy didn’t take it too personally either. That in my 
opinion was the most embarrassing situation with one of my 
darling children.” 

4) 44morejumperspls wrote, “We saw a demonstration of 
craftsmen making bricks by hand. I turned to my mother and 
said, completely earnest, ‘They look just like your meatloaf.’ 
Everyone watching the demo laughed, except my mom. 
Sorry, mom, but I still hate meatloaf.” 

5) bluecanary99 wrote, “Apparently I had not encountered a 
bald man until the age of three when, at a supermarket, I saw 
a towering bald man and screamed, ‘THAT MAN HAS NO 
HAIR! HELP ME! HELP ME! WHAT’S WRONG WITH 
HIM.!’ I could not be consoled.” 

6) SeeYou_space_cowgirl wrote, “I was going to the bank 
with my parents, aunt and uncle. My uncle is very funny and 
tell jokes all the time. He said we were going to rob the bank. 
When we got there, I asked very loudly, ‘Weren’t we going 
to rob the bank?’ The security stared at us until we left.” 

7) slamnz69 wrote, “When I was a little kid, we watched a 
movie where the guy says, ‘I want to put beef in your taco.’ 
We went to the store and I kept repeating that over and over 
and my mom was humiliated. I could tell it was 
embarrassing her, but the lady at the register was laughing 
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 so I kept saying it. Lol. I didn’t get why it was bad until like 
middle school. My poor mom.” 

8) dylan_dumbest wrote, “I saw my mom baste a rotisserie 
chicken with an empty beer can when I was in second grade. 
The next week we had an assignment where we had to 
describe how we’d cook a Thanksgiving turkey. I wrote, “I 
would shove a beer can up its butt.’ Yes, the school called 
my parents.” 

9) seductive_hades wrote, “When I had ‘tantrums’ in public 
as a toddler, I used to undress myself and run away, so one 
parent would have to pick up my clothes and the other would 
have to run after my very naked self.” 

10) CyborgVase wrote, “I had an obsession with butts as a 
kid. My parents could almost never have friends over 
because I would just grab them at random. I had no idea what 
it meant because I hadn’t even started first year by then. I 
just knew I really liked grabbing butts. I find it funny now, 
but I feel so bad for my mother at the time because I can’t 
even imagine how you go about explaining that sort of 
thing.” 

11) gingergoth68 wrote, “As a child my favourite books 
were ‘Aladdin’ or ‘Ali Baba and the 40 Thieves’ 
(unenlightened times). One day my mum and I (I was around 
four) were getting on a bus, as the doors opened I saw a Sikh 
gentleman driving the bus (obviously with a turban). At the 
top of my voice, very excitedly I exclaimed, ‘Mummy, 
Mummy there’s a Genie driving the bus!’ My mum was 
mortified, but the rest of the queue laughed and thankfully 
the driver wasn’t offended.” 

12) Mon_of_AandA wrote: 

“My mother-in-law asked my two-year-old what her full 
name was. Her response was ‘Allie Knock-It-Off.’” 
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 “I would holler at her to knock it off so often that she 
LITERALLY thought it was part of her name. I was 
mortified.” 

13) LadybugMama78 wrote, “Not me, but during family 
photos last fall, my then three-year-old daughter informed 
the photographer that when she grows up she is going to 
have big boobies. Got a good picture of us cracking up in the 
background, though!” 

14) Jilltro wrote, “When I was a kid, I found the concept of 
spanking very funny (my parents never actually spanked 
me), and sometimes I would ask my parents to spank me and 
they would just tap me and I would crack up. I also loved it 
when my parents tickled me. Once I was in a store with my 
father when I was little and we were joking around and 
apparently I just shouted, ‘Daddy, daddy, tickle me and 
spank me!’ Really loudly. My dad said it was one of the most 
embarrassing things that ever happened to him and everyone 
turned to stare at us.”77 

78. “What Was The Most Ridiculous Thing That You 
Believed As A Child?” 

1) TheBrontosaurus wrote: 

“My uncle pulled a quarter from behind my ear and said it 
was because I ate my vegetables and that I should keep 
checking. 

“I ate as much broccoli as I could muster and spent quite a 
lot of energy trying to turn around fast enough to see the back 

 
77 Source: ViolinOutOfTune, “What funny thing did you do or say as a 
child that embarrassed your parents?” Reddit. AskWomen. 21 
November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/qz7gcf/what_funny_t
hing_did_you_do_or_say_as_a_child/ >. 
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 of my ear in my reflection so I could spot the quarter plant 
growing back there. 

“I wasn’t a very bright child.” 

2) WowIrsAShark wrote, “That when people died in movies 
it was the actor actually dying.” 

DameDrunkenTheTall commented, “I thought that movies 
happened by accident, like someone happened to be filming 
when a bunch of cool shit was going down.” 

rewster commented, “My grandpa said when he watched 
westerns as a kid that he thought all the people getting shot 
were on death row and they let them act in a movie as a form 
of execution.” 

taxdude1966 commented, “I used to think that the 
cameraman died when there was a shot of a train going over 
the top of the camera.” 

Teacherofmice commented, “I remember watching that 
scene in Braveheart near the beginning where his wife gets 
her throat cut and thinking it looks so real, there’s no way 
that could be fake. The actor must have actually died and just 
got so much money for their family that it was worth it.” 

Wheredoesthetoastgo2 wrote, “I thought that Harrison Ford 
was frozen in carbonite between The Empire Strikes Back 
and Return of the Jedi. Not Han Solo, mind, I knew they 
were actors.” 

Ace-a-Nova1 wrote, “I used to think that so many actors 
were really good at the Wilhelm Scream.” 

Note by David Bruce: The Wilhelm Scream is a stock sound 
effect that has been used in many movies since 1951. 

3) Thicc_Gorilla12 wrote, “That WWE [wrestling] is real.” 
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 light0296 commented, “To be fair, even though it is scripted 
and there a lot of theatrics involved. A lot of what they do 
does hurt and is actually very, very risky. But, yeah, it is still 
pretty fake.” 

gonnathrowitaway commented, “Yep. Fake drama, real 
athletics.” 

Ace-a-Nova1 commented: 

“My dad works for them (on tour catering), so I’ve been 
backstage at a few shows. 

“My friend told me that it was fake, and I fist-fought him 
about it. We were both supposed to go to our first show, but 
he cancelled for some reason. When I was backstage, I met 
Batista and told him what my friend said. He flexed and 
lifted me above his head. ‘DOES THAT LOOK FAKE TO 
YOU?’ 

“Also met John Cena before the show and after when I was 
leaving through the backstage exit. ‘Hey, kid. Enjoy the 
show?’ He was my idol back then. I’ll never forget that 
moment when he remembered me. (Yeah, I know that this 
seems like a r/thathappened moment, but sometimes this shit 
really does happen.)” 

4) International-Pie400 wrote: 

“That I was invisible. 

“I was super young and decided to run down the hallway to 
see how fast I could go. ‘How fast was I?’ I asked my 
brother. ‘So fast,’ he said, ‘Faster than the speed of light; I 
couldn’t even see you.’ So I got an idea. 

“According to him, later that night — after I’d been put to 
bed — I sprinted down the stairs, ate the world’s quickest 
bowl of cereal, and sprinted back upstairs all while he sat 
there, pretending he couldn’t see me.” 
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 5) gozba wrote, “Quicksand will kill me sooner or later.” 

Crap0li0 commented: 

“Having grown up on a healthy diet of Indiana Jones, 
Princess Bride, and Jumanji; I thought quicksand was 
waaaay more common and deadly. 

“I’d come across some sand on a hike and think, ‘I better 
walk around; that MUST be quicksand right there.’” 

afkbot commented, “I just realized I did not come across a 
single pool of quicksand in the 30+ years of my life.” 

6) iwilleatyourchild60 wrote, “Whoever kissed first, during 
s*x, (I knew what s*x was a young age) was the gender of 
the baby.” 

victorvic20 commented, “That would actually be kind of 
cool.” 

7) redditname001 wrote, “That my second-grade teacher 
killed my cat. My cat got ran over while I was waiting for 
the bus. I was crying when I got to school. So my teacher 
asked what was wrong. When I told him, he said, ‘Oh, I’m 
sorry. ‘ Yeah, it wasn’t until another teacher said she was 
sorry when my grandfather passed away that I understood 
what he meant.” 

8) prodigyyx360 wrote, “That when the ice-cream man rang 
his bell, it meant he was all out of ice-cream. (Thanks, 
Mom.)” 

9) pinniped1 wrote: 

“I grew up in the Midwest US and thought Canada was a 
bizarre distant foreign land full of polar bears and people 
living in igloos. 
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 “Although we were like a 90-minute flight to Toronto, we 
never went because we didn’t have the equipment needed to 
survive in Canada.” 

10) a-wildtime wrote, “That the moon really did follow me 
home at night.”78 

79. “What Celebrity Do You Suspect Is An All-Around 
Good Person?” 

1) Taigaworf wrote, “Viggo Mortensen seems like a really 
friendly & cool guy.” 

thorpie88 commented, “I watched a video about a guy trying 
to listen to all 600+ Buckethead albums, but he got stuck on 
trying to find some of the Collabs he did with Viggo. He sent 
Viggo’s agent an email explaining his project and asking if 
they know where he could get the missing albums. Viggo 
ended up sending them all to him for free as well as a letter 
thanking him for having an interest in his music.” 

JPEG2HEAD commented, “Wikipedia says that he has 325 
studio albums. How?” 

thorpie88 responded, “Dude just stays at home and makes a 
fuck load of instrumental albums and is also really up for 
making random albums with other musicians he is friends 
with.” 

Note by David Bruce: According to the Wikipedia article on 
“Buckethead” (accessed 25 November 29021), “He has 
recorded 325 studio albums, four special releases, and one 

 
78 Source: Nite_h8R, “What was the most ridiculous thing that you 
belevied as a child?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/qzgqlh/what_was_the_
most_ridiculous_thing_that_you/ >. 
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 EP. He has performed on more than fifty albums by other 
artists.” 

2) Jaws_V_The_Return wrote: 

“A childhood friend of mine went on (and won!) Guy’s 
Grocery Games twice. He says Guy Fieri is even nicer in 
person. A kind, funny, supportive human, Guy’s goodness is 
legendary. 

“I bumped into Benedict Wong at Comic Con a few years 
ago and he honestly seemed like the happiest person on 
earth. He pointed at me and said, ‘YOU LIKE MARVEL 
MOVIES? I’M IN THEM!’ and then threw his head back 
and laughed. 

“Edit: one more positive one. Years ago I volunteered at a 
community breakfast in central Vermont. I was making a 
massive omelet when a nice old lady came in the back with 
bags of groceries to donate. She introduced herself as Kathy, 
set the bags down, and we talked for a few minutes. After a 
while she thanked me for what I was doing, I thanked her for 
being generous, and she went on her way. Another volunteer 
came up and said, ‘Hey she’s a writer, you know.’ Katherine 
Paterson has been honored by basically every literary award 
for BRIDGE TO TERABITHIA, THE GREAT GILLY 
HOPKINS, etc. And she’s just a nice kind zero-ego lady 
IRL.” 

3) sphinvtalicius wrote, “Henry Winkler. Would love to go 
fishing with that guy!” 

geronika wrote, “I met him at an event in Nashville. I asked 
him about seeing Jack White on the flight in and Henry got 
all excited and said, ‘Oh, wow, he is so cool!’ And I looked 
at him and said, ‘Dude, you invented cool.’” 

4) peanutismint wrote: 
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 “I love telling my Sir Ian and Sir Patrick story: 

“A theatre tech friend of mine toured with him and Sir 
Patrick Stewart on Waiting For Godot; usually the ‘talent’ 
don’t really mingle with the lowly backstage technicians, but 
this guy was a real favourite on the crew and everyone knew 
he was a comic book nerd, so on his birthday they brought 
out a Wolverine birthday cake and all sang ‘Happy Birthday’ 
and then Sir Ian and Sir Patrick performed a scene as 
Magneto and Professor X for him and made his year.” 

5) Salix98 wrote, “Jack Black always strikes me like a great 
dude. I’d definitely wanna be friends with him if I have the 
chance. Lol.” 

D_r_e_cl_cl wrote, “Talked to him on the phone, once. He’s 
super friendly to his cell phone company employees.” 

6) zetecvan wrote: 

“There is the story (somewhere on Reddit) of the guy who 
was sat on a platform waiting for a train with one other guy. 
That guy was Keanu Reeves. They both acknowledged each 
other, but the guy thought he’d leave him alone. 

“The train eventually arrived; they both stood up and Keanu 
turned to him and said, ‘Nice talking with you.’” 

7) CircusSeal wrote, “Wil Wheaton. Saw him on an airplane 
once. He was sat in economy with the rest of us poor people. 
He was super humble and kindly got up with a smile from 
his aisle seat when the lady sitting by the window had to pee 
several times during the flight.” 

8) comradegayskull wrote: 

“Danny Trejo. 

“A friend of mine was working an event and ended up 
running into him. He’s extremely patient and kind, and really 
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 fun to talk to. He also said the same thing about Mathew 
Lillard and Jason Momoa. Just all-around great guys, 
according to his interactions with them.” 

9) bgasm wrote, “Mark Ruffalo seems like a good guy. Also, 
Jamie Kennedy once left a nice comment about my dog on 
my Instagram, so I’ll nominate him as well.”79 

80. “What Positive Experiences Have You Had At The 
Gym?” 

1) SleepFlower80 wrote: 

“I keep my headphones on, hood up, and a ‘don’t talk to me’ 
look on my face. I strut around the weights section like the 
Winter Soldier on his way to kill Captain America. I don’t 
want people talking to me. 

“A month or two ago, I felt a tap on my shoulder. I was 
thinking, ‘Here we fucking go.’ I turned around and it was 
another woman. She apologised for interrupting me but 
wanted to thank me for pushing her out of her comfort zone. 
I was confused — I’ve never spoken to her or seen her 
before! It turned out she thought I was a beast and was 
secretly following me around the gym, copying my 
workouts. We were chatting for ages and some man came 
over (turned out he was her boyfriend) and said, ‘Oh, you’ve 
finally grown some bollocks and said hi to her.’ So now we 
meet up at the gym regularly and workout together, and then 
we’ll go grab a coffee or some food after. The one time I 
haven’t minded someone interrupting my workout. :-)” 

 
79 Source: Thedarthlord895, “What celebrities do you suspect is an all 
around good person?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r214n7/what_celebritie
s_do_you_suspect_is_an_all_around/ >. 
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 2) MamaBurgs wrote: 

“I’m currently trying to lose about 150lbs through diet and 
exercise. I’ve been at it about six months. Watching my 
calorie intake and going to the gym with my trainer four 
times a week. I’m down about 40lbs so far — and feeling 
good; however. because I’m so big, the change isn’t super 
drastic. (I know it’s there, and I’m super proud.) 

“Last week I was doing a leg workout and went to the 
washroom to throw something away — and while I was in 
there, one of the other trainers said to my trainer, ‘Dude — I 
don’t know what you’re doing, but she’s looking amazing.’ 
When I came out, she said the same thing to me. 

“It felt really good for a professional (and show-worthy) 
athlete tell me she could see the changes, when I know that 
they aren’t super visible.” 

3) Watto_007 wrote, “Being corrected in the most polite 
way. I’ve always been afraid of messing up in the gym, 
because the expectation was that others will laugh at 
you/mock you. But the members at my gym are so incredibly 
polite — they would say. for example, ‘I noticed you were 
doing something wrong that could possibly hurt you. Would 
you mind me correcting you?’”80 

  

 
80 Source: missmelinda8, “What positive experiences have you had at 
the gym?” Reddit. AskReddit. 25 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/r1yavr/what_positive
_experiences_have_you_had_at_the_gym/ >. 
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 Chapter 5: Questions 81-100 

81. “What’s The Dumbest Thing Someone Has Bullied 
You For?” 

Mia_Bentzen wrote: 

“This one is dumb in a way with context. I got bullied as a 
kid for looking like a girl, but it turns out I’m transgender so 
they were right all along. 

“I always wondered why it didn’t bother me, but with 
hindsight, it makes sense now.” 

egnards commented: 

“You should call each of them up. 

“‘Hey, remember how you used to bully me in school and 
call me a girl?’ 

“‘Uh. yeah.’ 

“‘Can I have next week’s Lotto numbers, too, please?’”81 

82. “Who Is The Classiest Celebrity?” 

1) leemurray98 wrote, “Val Kilmer was pretty cool. Tried to 
get his autograph for my cousin (we were kids and she loved 
him) and realized I didn’t have a pen or paper. He pulled out 
his wallet and signed it on a dollar bill with a pen his buddy 
was carrying.” 

I_one_up commented, “Thank you, sir. But what about the 
other 999 kids at the orphanage?” 

 
81 Source: LL112, “Whats the dumbest thing someone has bullied you 
for?” Reddit. AskReddit. 26 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r2k6yl/whats_the_dum
best_thing_someone_has_bullied_you/ >. 
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 2) Barfhelmet wrote: 

“I’ve met only a few, but I’ve seen Garth Brooks a good 
number of times out and about. 

“He was always willing to say hello to people who 
recognized him and always had a smile. Seems like a nice 
dude.” 

3) FartAttack911 wrote, “Pierce Brosnan. My parents were 
at the same restaurant as him and he was super polite to the 
staff and fans who kept bothering him and his wife. My dad 
basically developed a man crush on him because when they 
got up to leave, he turned and did a little two-finger captain’s 
salute wave at my dad and smiled.” 

4) gathdaddi wrote, “Jeff Goldblum. He doesn’t age; he just 
gets more expensive.” 

5) steadypiratelight wrote, “Dame Judi Dench. She is 
considered [considerate?], calm, soft-spoken but strong. 
She’s religious but never tells anyone (bet you have to 
Google what religion she is!), which I think is the epitome 
of class; privacy and self-awareness are very important. She 
is always well put together, dresses appropriately for every 
occasion. Just a really classy lady.”82 

83. “What’s The Most Savage Thing That A Child / 
Toddler Has Ever Said To You?” 

1) Miserable-narwhal217 wrote, “Daddy, I’ll eat this, but 
next time could you make it good?” 

 
82 Source: meandervida, “Who is the classiest celebrity?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 26 November 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r34rkq/who_is_the_cla
ssiest_celebrity/ >. 
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 2) limegreenbunny wrote, “My little boy was watching me 
put lipstick on and asked what it was for. I told him it was to 
make me look pretty. He paused for a moment, then sweetly 
asked me when it would start to work.” 

3) Kleedok wrote, “‘Excuse me, ugly boy or girl’ and then 
proceeded to ask a question, but I was too stunned to process 
what the fuck they just said to me.” 

4) Psychozillogical wrote: 

“Not really savage, depending on how you take things. 

“I dress rather uniquely. My job at the time had no dress code 
or uniforms, so I showed up for my shift with my black long 
coat that came down to the top of my combat boots and my 
sunglasses, and I felt a small tug on the back of my jacket so 
I turned around and this little girl, maybe about five or five 
looked straight up at me and said, ‘Excuse me, are you the 
matrix?’ 

“I didn’t even know how to respond.” 

5) cwis_tghrowaway wrote, “‘Hello, bad hair guy’ probably 
takes the cake.” 

6) Xemex696 wrote, “One day my mother said, ‘You look 
exactly like your brother’ to my little brother, and my five-
year-old brother said, ‘No, mom. I’m not ugly.’” 

7) Ok—Masterpiece wrote: 

“Father, you’re just like a Disney movie. We should play 
pretend. 

“Me: Aww! Sure! 

“You can be the Beast. 

“Me: … 
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 “Or the fat sea witch!” 

8) Harkey_Beckett wrote: 

“‘Daddy, what’s the point of you?’ 

“Thanks, son, I was just thinking I needed an existential 
crisis today.” 

9) Southern_Snowsshoe wrote: 

“When my daughter was about three or four, she found me 
“in her way’ while I was in the kitchen pouring a coffee. I 
guess she was getting a snack or something, which — clearly 
— took priority. With a firm shove on my butt, she sternly 
advised me to ‘Move your crack!’ Well, s’cus me, little 
miss! Sheesh! 

“Edit: To clarify, I was fully clothed, so my crack was not 
on display.” 

Scared_Newspaper4957 asked, “I love the clarification. Is 
she around the height of your crack?” 

Southern_Snowshoe replied: 

“Well, now she’s off at college, but yes, at the time she was 
just about butt-high. Nutty kid! 

“One time I overheard her swearing like a sailor when she 
was in the garage trying to put on her little helmet so she 
could ride her tiny bike with training wheels around the 
driveway. She thought she was alone and was just cussing 
up a blue streak because apparently the chin strap was 
hopelessly twisted. It was enough to make a lumberjack 
blush. I just snuck away, so she was none the wiser.” 

10) HikerGal01 wrote, “Asked me if I was a mermaid 
pretending to have human legs, because I would be better off 
not bothering. (For context, I have knocked knees and 
clubbed feet.)” 
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 11) WoWation wrote: 

“‘You`re not so smart, but I still love you.’ 

“I felt like throwing my BA, MA, and years of experience in 
the trash.” 

12) likeafuckingninja wrote: 

“My four-year-old gives me ‘short hugs,’ where he will 
climb something like onto his bed or a chair, etc. Then 
dramatically kneel down ‘to my height’ to hug me. 

“Because I’m so much shorter than daddy apparently. 

“I’m 5’3 , husband is like maybe 5’8 or 5’9. 

“The child is 3’2 — shorter than literally every other four-
year-old we meet.” 

13) tyrxx1811 wrote, “My younger cousin once said to me, 
‘This is my tallest finger’ and proceeded to flip me off. I 
don’t think he realized what it meant at the time, and it’s still 
funny as hell looking back on.”83 

84. “Retail Workers Of Reddit, What Were Some Of The 
Most Wholesome Customer Interactions You Ever 
Had?” 

1) Jealous-Network-8852 wrote, “I worked in a bank branch 
for several years, which is pretty close to retail. Every 
Christmas Eve the owner of the local pizza place would 
make us a big tray of baked ziti and meatballs. He ended up 
getting sick, pancreatic cancer, and had to sell the restaurant 

 
83 Source: CuriousGeorge2007, “What’s the most savage thing that a 
child/toddler has ever said to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 29 November 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r51v0k/whats_the_mos
t_savage_thing_that_a_childtoddler/ >. 
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 in the summer. On Christmas Eve that year, he still came in 
with ziti that he made at home. He was obviously in bad 
shape, but he wanted to thank us for the first half of the year 
when he was still doing business in the branch. We invited 
him to hang around with us in the break room while we took 
turns and ate. He didn’t eat much, but he told stories, we 
laughed, and everyone had a great time. Sadly, he passed a 
few months later and that was the last time any of us saw 
him. I’ll always remember, despite everything he was going 
through mentally and physically, he still wanted to cook for 
us. That’s true kindness.’ 

2) Christmas_Panda wrote, “Had a woman once call my 
store and ask for me specifically after I helped her choose a 
few back-to-school outfits for her son. It was a few months 
later and she wanted me to help choose more for him as it 
got colder because apparently he got tons of compliments 
and his confidence shot through the roof. I wasn’t on 
commission but wish I had been. It was a high-end luxury 
clothing store and that woman probably dropped $4k in her 
few interactions with me. Her son was cool, too, and it felt 
nice seeing his confidence change over the course of that 
year as they came to shop. At $9/hour, I felt I was having a 
significant impact on people’s lives in terms of making them 
feel more confident.” 

angrymonkey commented: 

“Maybe 10 years ago, a retail worker at a clothing store 
helped me and took the time to actually fit me and give me 
advice. I had been wearing jeans that were too baggy since 
my teens, and he set me up with a $200 pair (something I 
never would have considered on my own), but they actually 
fit and looked good. I think I had just never seen myself as 
stylish (or didn’t when I was younger and never 
reevaluated), and the small prod and vote of confidence was 
a revelation. 
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 “My personal style instantly got better, and I still think about 
how one random person taking the time to tell me, ‘Hey, fix 
this simple thing and you’ll look much better,’ completely 
changed the entire way I present myself to the world. 

“Also, it’s not necessary to spend huge bucks on clothing in 
order to look good, but I did learn (a) how to value my 
appearance better, and (b) how tell whether clothing actually 
fit and complimented my form.” 

Phyr8642 wrote: 

“Last year [2020] when the pandemic was freaking people 
out and they were panicking over toilet paper, I was shelving 
in frozen foods at a grocery store. 

“Our sales had doubled, with all the extra work that implies. 
There just weren’t enough employees. So I’m overwhelmed 
with work, dashing around and trying to shelve fast. 

“It’s near the end of my shift and I’m doing French fries, 
which come in 35-pound boxes. Near the end of a shift you 
really feel that weight. 

“And the store is packed. Every day sales are breaking 
records, I can barely walk down the aisle. 

“So I’m carrying this box down the aisle, and some 
customer, an old guy, catches my eye and simply says. ‘You 
are doing a great job.’ 

“I still remember it fondly. It’s amazing what a difference a 
little comment like that can make.” 

3) the_ssscarlett_ning wrote: 

“My first job was at Barnes and Noble, and there were some 
great customers. I had one lady who was wearing really 
pretty earrings and when I complimented them, she took 
them off and insisted I take them. I still have them. 



 179 

 

 “I had another customer I was talking to about traveling and 
she returned to bring me an Israeli shekel. 

“And lots of customers who enjoyed actually hearing your 
opinion or discussing books with you. 

“At another job I had waiting tables, I accidentally dumped 
a tray of drinks all over a table of a doctor and his nursing 
staff. Luckily, they were so kind, and ended up just being 
more amused at how embarrassed I was that they requested 
me every time, and when I quit to move, they took me out to 
lunch. Years later, after I moved back, they offered me a 
receptionist job.” 

4) Fcktheadmins wrote, “Mid-2000s Lewis Black invited me 
to hang out with him and have a coffee when the cafe was 
dead. Spent a good half hour shooting the shit. Probably one 
of my proudest moments was that he was genuinely laughing 
at my jokes.” 

5) SSS_Tempest wrote: 

“This is from when I worked at Toys R Us, and it was 
actually around Christmas. 

“One hot toy that season was an electronic toy dog. It came 
in both brown and white variants with different names and 
the brown one was sold out nearly everywhere because that 
was the one emphasized in the commercials. (Kids are 
specific like that.) Insert another family of customers whom 
I have to tell we’re sold out of it and try to pass the white 
one. The exchange itself was pretty neutral, but the kicker is 
what happened afterwards. As I’m walking away, in the 
corner of my [Keen] eye I see a single stray brown dog 
amidst a pile of white ones. (Someone else must’ve 
discarded it.) When I notify the family, the little girl looking 
for it let out an adorably loud ‘YAAAAAAAY!’ Much 
gratitude was shared, but seeing that girl laugh as her mom 
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 put the toy in the cart was something that’s stuck with me 
nearly three or four years later.” 

6) Spin_Me wrote: 

“I was working in a men’s clothing store and a grandmother 
came in to buy her grandson a jacket, tie, dress shirt, and 
pants. She told me that I was the same size as her grandson 
and asked if I could try the jacket on. When she bought the 
ensemble, she asked me to pre-tie the necktie, as her 
grandson did not have a father or grandfather to show him 
how to do it, so I tied a four-in-hand knot and sent her on her 
way. 

“A few weeks later, she and her grandson came in as he had 
untied the necktie. She asked if I could show him how to tie 
his necktie. I spent about twenty minutes in the mirror 
showing him. The kid was fourteen years old and eager to 
learn. 

“The grandmother tried to pay me ten dollars, but I politely 
refused. The kid didn’t have a man in his life and here I was 
— a nineteen-year-old — standing in for him. It was a great 
feeling.” 

7) MightyMeerkat97 wrote: 

“It was the first day of what was to be the heaviest snowfall 
of 2021 in England, and I was alternating between working 
behind the tills and mopping the floors from where 
customers tracked slush through the shop. While I was at the 
tills in the evening, a man came through with his daughter, 
who was probably about seven, and quite possibly the most 
excited child I’d ever met. She told me how her family was 
moving house that day(!!!) but it had been snowing(!!!) and 
she had been sitting in the car for two! whole! hours! 

“It was adorable.” 
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 8) cdgal38382 wrote, “I worked at a gas station through 
college. I got stuck with the 2-10 shift on Thanksgiving. 
Three regular customers ended up bringing me a plate of 
food!” 

9)MasteringTheFlames wrote: 

“Very fitting you should ask around this time of year [the 
holiday season]. 

“This time a few years ago, I was working in a thrift store. 
One day, I was out on the sales floor doing general store 
upkeep. Picking up items that had fallen off the racks, 
returning unwanted items from the fitting rooms, that kind 
of stuff, and of course helping customers along the way. I 
was just returning some clothing to the racks when I heard a 
woman behind me call my name. I turned around and asked 
what I could help her with. She told me that as she was 
walking into the store, she saw someone over at the door 
where donations were dropped off who was donating an 
orange and white kid’s bike, and she wondered if I might 
find it back in the donation room so she could take a look at 
it. Of course I told her I’d be happy to help, and off I went in 
search of the bike. 

“I found it and after quickly checking to make sure it was 
safe to sell, I put a price tag on it. Kid’s bikes are usually a 
minimum of $9.99, but it was winter in Wisconsin and the 
woman seemed really nice, so I priced it at $7.99 and brought 
it back out to her. She took a look at it and decided she did 
indeed want it, so I took it up to the register to hold onto it 
while she finished her shopping. When she was ready to 
check out, I ended up ringing her up, and she couldn’t stop 
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 beaming about how I’d just saved her kid’s Christmas. I just 
hope the kid was as excited to find that bike as Mom was!”84 

85. “Which Celebrity Voices Are Instantly 
Recognizable?” 

ContributionDizzy235 wrote, “Arnold Schwarzenegger: 
‘Get to the chopper.” 

GovSchwarzenegger commented, “I think my voice is quite 
normal.” 

Note by David Bruce: This is the real Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. He’s on Reddit. 

ijoinedtosay asked, “Do you get that thing most of us get 
when we hear our own voice recorded and we’re like ‘that’s 
not how I sound?’ Or do you just think ‘what a voice’ like 
the rest of us do when we hear yours?” 

GovSchwarzenegger replied, “Sometimes I hear Hans and 
Franz.” 

Note by David Bruce: “Hans and Franz are characters in a 
recurring sketch called ‘Pumping Up with Hans & Franz’ on 
the television sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live, 
played by Dana Carvey and Kevin Nealon, respectively.”85 

 
84 Source: devilwearsleecooper, “Retail workers of Reddit, what were 
some of the most wholesome customer interaction you ever had?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 2 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r78zlw/retail_workers_
of_reddit_what_were_some_of_the/ >. 
85 Source: pokeboy626, “Which celebrity voices are instantly 
recognizable?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r802ju/which_celebrity
_voices_are_instantly_recognizable/ >. 
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 86. “What Celebrities Have You Met Who Are True 
Assholes?” 

Note by David Bruce: As is usual, some people wrote about 
good encounters with celebrities as well as bad encounters. 

1) Yeoyo84 wrote: 

“I work in the hospitality industry and have met in person 
and talked on the phone with several famous people. I find 
the lower down on the totem pole the famous person is the 
worse their attitude is like you owe them something. I have 
three really stand out moments though from super awesome 
to just am asshole. 

“In 2007 Snoop Dogg stayed at a hotel I worked at. He had 
the entire top floor rented out. One of his requests was that 
he could have his Xbox hooked up to the TV. For this we 
had to remove the on command box from the TV so that he 
could hook it up. So he had the presidential suite and we had 
the box removed from all the TVs in that room but on day 
two we got a call that he needed to have it removed from 
another room because he was going to be having his hair 
done in that room. I was given a time to get in the room and 
have it removed before he went in but when I arrived at the 
scheduled time he was already in the room. And I have to 
say he was one of the most absolute nicest human beings I 
ever met. I could have had that box off the TV in 45 seconds 
but I took my time just because he was so fucking cool.” 

Note by David Bruce: I edited out the asshole. 

“And a bonus experience in 2019. I get a call from Harrison 
Ford to book a hotel room. I instantly recognize the voice 
but can’t place it. I ask him his name, and as soon as he says 
it my heart starts going so fast and I can’t focus anymore. 
My head is going, ‘Omg, this is Han Solo. Omg, this is Han 
Solo.’ I don’t want to make a big deal about it and just try as 
best as I can to get through the call. He makes a joke, I don’t 
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 laugh, I just keep going onto the next information I need 
from him. Luckily he’s stayed at the hotel several times so I 
have most of the information I need. I felt like Troy in 
Community when he first met LeVar Burton. But he was 
super nice. Mostly concerned with being able to have his 
dogs in the room. You’re Han Solo — of course, you can 
have your dogs in the room. We record all of our calls and I 
occasionally go back and listen to the call and cringe. He 
definitely knew I was having a mini-meltdown inside.” 

2) Asplashofwater wrote: 

“Jonas Brothers, got to meet them and someone I know 
worked remotely for them. Nicest people you could meet and 
they treat their employees better than I’ve heard an employee 
be treated. I did step on Nick’s shoe and he was cool and still 
smiled for the pic but he did kind of have this friendly but 
still like ‘really?’ look on his face. Haha. 

“Tom and Jim from Jimmy Eat World [rock band]: super 
friendly and Jim is so far beyond more handsome in person 
than you could ever realize. 

“Taking Back Sunday [rock band] TAYF [album Tell All 
Your Friends] lineup: met them twice and they were friendly 
both times as I fumbled my way through inappropriate jokes 
that didn’t make sense at best and did make sense at worst. 
Freaked out on Adam in a gas station parking lot while he 
was on the phone, and while he didn’t seem thrilled, he gave 
a what’s-up nod when he had every right to lay into me as I 
was totally out of line. 

“Josh Franceshi of You Me at Six [rock band]: super friendly 
and funny, he signed my copy of Sinners Never Sleep. I tried 
to let him be because I didn’t wanna overstay my welcome, 
and he actually kept the conversation going. Asked our 
names and repeated them so he got them right, quickly 
scoped out a spot that would be good for a picture, asked us 
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 about ourselves. Joked that he had eaten pizza three days in 
a row because that’s all Americans eat. He was just great. 

“Ilan Rubin: super friendly, and very flamboyant, which I 
didn’t expect. He seems very ‘on’ but not in a fake way. Like 
he just knew how to make everyone feel important. I told 
him I wanted to ask him a question and that I hoped it didn’t 
piss him off and you could tell he got this look like ‘What is 
this crazy person about to ask me?’, but he seemed relieved 
when I asked and it wasn’t actually bad at all. (It was about 
his departure from Lostprophets [rock band]; this was pre-
everything). I can totally see him being in AVA [Angels & 
Airwaves?], but it cracks me up thinking about his 
flamboyant personality working right beside Trent Reznor 
[rock band Nine Inch Nails vocalist].” 

Note by David Bruce: In 2013, Ian Watkins of Lostprophets 
was convicted of sex offences.  

3) Undounder-Fiddle wrote, “I’m always sad to invariably 
see William Shatner on these lists. I saw him at Comic Con 
once and he was HILARIOUS, literally the best panel I’ve 
been to ever, he had the entire audience crying with laughter 
for 45 minutes. But then according to most people who have 
met him in person, he’s an egotistic jerk.”86 

87. “Teachers Of AskWomen, What Have Been Some Of 
Your Favorite Moments In Your Career?” 

1) destria wrote: 

“For an observation, I once put on a Philosophy-for-
Children-style lesson. So I had my class of seven- to eight-

 
86 Source: MonsterMan335, “What celebrities have you met that are 
true assholes?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/r8dexk/what_celebritie
s_have_you_met_that_are_true/ >. 
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 year-olds, sitting in a circle on chairs, and for this lesson I 
decided to let the class vote on and choose the topic of 
discussion. I had some prepared questions but also took ideas 
from the students. One boy suggested, ‘Is God real?’ and that 
ended up being the most popular option. I was dreading it 
because I had a multi-faith class and you never know where 
these conversations might go. But to go against the class’ 
democratic vote felt wrong, so I ran with it. 

“What ensued was probably the most mature, respectful, and 
intellectual discussion on the reality of God that I’ve ever 
heard. And you know, I did a philosophy degree! They 
discussed things like ontological arguments, differences in 
the depictions of God between religions, should you extend 
faith to things like unicorns, whether it matters or not if God 
is ‘real’ or whether there are other purposes to religion, etc. 
Practically everyone participated in the discussion, people 
were deeply kind and respectful to opinions that differed 
from their own, and some kids even admitted to changing 
their mind / opinion as a result of listening to others. 

“They were a delightful class. And because it was a lesson 
observation, my observer took extensive notes on it and I 
have an almost transcript of the lesson with all the amazing 
gems they came out with.” 

2) Aggravating_Ad3534 wrote, “When I adopted my son, he 
came early, like two weeks early. I was on the phone with 
the social worker when one of my second-graders heard and 
yelled to the class, ‘Teacher’s baby is coming!’ They all 
cheered. That was my last day as a second-grade teacher and 
one of the best!” 

3) maid-for-hire wrote: 

“Preschool here. 
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 “When the kids run up and hug so tight after a long weekend. 
The amount of excitement they show is contagious and I love 
it. 

“Also, I just love how cute the kids are.” 

consort_oflady_vader commented, “Or even better, when a 
kid wants to sit with you at circle time, either leaning on you, 
or in your lap. Had a little girl for whom  I was basically her 
emotional support human. She’d come to me when she had 
a bad day, and it definitely made my heart melt.” 

4) Kiwiipecosa wrote: 

“I also have a funny one. It was my first day in the 
kindergarten and I was helping them with lunch. I sat down 
next to a little kid who was a Pacific Islander. (This is 
relevant.).  

“The kid says ‘Miss, what’s wrong with your skin!’ He was 
pointing at my arm. (I have freckles.) 

“‘I giggled and said, ‘You know how you have brown skin?’  

“‘Yeh.’  

“‘Ok, and you know how your friend Ethan has white skin?’  

“‘Yeh.’  

“‘Well, I just have white skin spotted with brown, like a 
giraffe. Do you understand that?’  

“‘Yeh, ok!”  

“And then he just continued to eat his sandwich. 

“Kids are so funny. But I’ve legit had adults ask me similar 
questions and follow me around markets.” 

BlueAndFuzzy commented, “I work in an elementary 
school, and one of our kindergarten teachers suffers from 
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 adult acne. Her first year (about two years pre-COVID, 
hence pre-masks) a student asked her why her face was 
polka-dotted.” 

5) Courageous_Chamelon wrote: 

“At my university, anyone can nominate you for the annual 
teaching award. Most students don’t know it exists, so it’s 
mostly chairs and colleagues submitting nominations. 

“Well, I got nominated by a group of nonmajor students who 
were in my general-education course, which meant this was 
a required course outside of their disciplines. These students 
had to do research to figure out this award exists and submit 
a nomination, which included multiple letters of support. 

“I was so touched by that.”87 

88. “What Is The ‘Calling The Teacher Mom’ Of 
Adulthood?” 

1) GrumpyCatStevens wrote, “Ending a call to customer 
service with ‘I love you.’ I was on the receiving end of one 
of these when I worked at a call center.” 

ctothel commented, “Part of me wants to just start doing 
this.” 

Fuzzyphilosopher commented: 

“I know, right? Seems like it might make the world a better 
place. Of course, it’d backfire and not work but when I’ve 

 
87 Source: Beguillotined, “Teachers of AskWomen, what have been 
some of your favorite moments in your career?” Reddit. AskWomen. 9 
December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rch7d4/teachers_of_a
skwomen_what_have_been_some_of_your/ >. 
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 done it by accident, luckily I’ve only gotten laughs and one 
time a cheeky ‘I love you, too, Fuzzyphilosopher.’ Lol. 

“I really do love that co-worker, though. She was in another 
city and I never met her but she always came through with 
help when we had a problem and I always went out of my 
way to her out, too. It’s a fantastic feeling when you 
embarrass yourself and someone kindly rolls with it.” 

broken_shadows commented, “Or signing off with ‘love 
you’ and it’s your boss.” 

2) laserox wrote:  

“Calling your boss ‘Mom’ or ‘Dad.’ 

“Also, ending a work conversation with ‘I love you’ is a 
common mistake for married people or people in committed 
relationships.” 

biscuitboi967 commented, “I’ve called my boss and my dad 
‘Babe,’ because it’s almost exclusively what I call my 
husband and, apparently, all men now.” 

Xylorgos wrote, “That’s kind of adorable! Reminds me of 
when really little kids think every woman is called 
‘Mommy’ and every man is ‘Daddy.’ Can make for some 
hilarious situations when the man or woman in question is a 
stranger.” 

TraditionalCamera473 commented, “My husband is a 
soldier and is often in uniform. One day in a store, my 
toddler and I saw a man in uniform — tall, with very short 
hair like my husband — who happened to be black (my 
husband is not), and my son said, ‘LOOK — IT’S DADDY, 
BUT BROWN!’ so loudly that everyone turned to look. I 
wanted to crawl under a rock. Lol.” 

GodofAstrica commented: 
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 “I’ve called my boss ‘babe,’ which is weird because until 
that moment I’d never called my partner ‘babe.’ Thankfully 
the whole world shut down the next day and by the time I’d 
returned it was forgotten about. 

“One of my top 10 cringe moments that keep me awake at 
night.” 

biscuitboi967 commented, “Oh, my god. A rare ‘thank god 
for the pandemic’ story. I got suuuuper drunk at a family 
event and was kind of reluctant to come back the next 
weekend, assuming I’d get a lecture and perhaps an 
intervention. (My mid-20s were a bit of a mess.) But then 
my grandma died that next week, so no one remembered to 
say shit when I got back. I would, of course, have rather had 
my grandma alive instead, but she always had my back, so I 
gotta tip my hat to her for one last save.” 

unfordiddeenplaces commented: 

“One time I was at a new job in a fast-paced kitchen. We 
were hustling to prepare some deliveries, and I was 
complaining to my new boss about some aspect of the job I 
was struggling with. In a very genuine, kind, fatherly voice, 
he said, ‘I know, baby.’ I felt weirdly comforted. The 
conversation continued without missing a beat. 

“Oddly enough it did not become an awkward moment even 
though I’m a man in my 30’s and he was an easily 50-year-
old dude I had just met. It became obvious to me in that 
instant that he must be a great dad.” 

AbortRetryImplode commented: 

“I did one better than ‘I love you’ the other day. I was 
wrapping up a Zoom call with a coworker who’d just sent 
me a bunch of stuff I was waiting on for a tight deadline and 
I said, ‘Thanks, handsome.’ 
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 “‘Thanks, handsome’ is usually what I say to my husband if 
he hands me something / does something helpful / etc. 
Thankfully it was a pretty good work buddy on the receiving 
end and we had a good laugh about it after I apologized 
profusely. He’s also hit me with a few good cougar jokes 
because I’m old enough to be his mom. I’d probably die of 
shame if I’d been written up for that one.” 

3) Bandito2Dema wrote, “I once tried to hug a TSA 
[Transportation Security Administration] agent because I 
didn’t realize she was telling me to hold my arms out.” 

4) strawbrykat wrote: 

“I was at the airport and was going through the TSA. 
Apparently I was walking in the wrong direction and the 
TSA worker asked, ‘Where do you think you’re going?’ and 
I was like ‘Boston.’ 

“Probably the most embarrassing moment of my life.” 

5) YuetteChristenberry wrote: 

“This happened to a coworker years and years ago.  

“We were tellers at a local bank. Every Christmas we had 
tiny candy canes to give to the kids of customers. One guy 
came through with his. With his transactions he had cash 
back. Teller 1 was helping him. She proceeds to give him his 
cash in a 100 bill and the candy cane for his kid. He looks at 
her and says, ‘Can I have that broken up?’ She then proceeds 
to bash the candy cane to a pulp with my stapler and gives it 
back to him. Teller 2 just looked at her after the dude said 
‘thanks’ and drove off, and said, ‘I think he meant the 100 
bill.’ I will remember this story forever. 

“This is my very favorite story from working there. We had 
a good group. I still love those people.” 

RefrainsfromTartakin commented: 
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 “I love how the guy said ‘thank you’ and left. 

“I’m having so much fun imagining how he must have been 
thinking. 

“Why is she grabbing the candy cane, she already rung it 
through. I wonder what she needs the stapler for — UHHH. 
Okay, just don’t say anything, act like it’s normal, she’s too 
practiced with that stapler.” 

BigTiddyGoth___gf commented: 

“Lmao, I love that. It reminds me of when I was new at 
Chipotle. A customer walked in and asked for street tacos. 
We give out three mini soft tacos and I asked what the guy 
wanted for protein and he said, ‘Chicken, steak, and pulled 
pork,’ so I scooped a little bit of all three for each taco. 

“The guy looked really confused My manager looked really 
confused and asked, ‘Did he ask for this?’ I was so confused 
as to why everyone was confused. Then I realized he wanted 
each one to have a different meat. 

“My manager asked if we need to remake the tacos but he 
[the customer?] was happy with what I did, at least.” 

6) Megarandy185 wrote: 

“After we went to pound town, I was handing my girlfriend 
20 bucks to get some breakfast but didn’t actually say 
anything so she stood there, death-staring me, took me a 
moment to realize what I’ve done. 

“Edit: I got the gut-feeling that I was going to get the smack 
of the year, but I managed to explain myself in panic and 
then she laughed it off. Not me. Her menacing aura will be 
forever burned in my memories.” 

Recoveringfrenchman wrote: 
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 “Wife told me, all happy, that she had lost five pounds on 
her new diet.  

“I said, ‘That’s a good start!’ 

“I should not have said that.” 

7) dramboxf wrote: 

“I sent my (female) GM [General Manager] a text meant for 
my wife that had a very pretty floor-length slip with ‘I’d love 
to see you in this!’ 

Realized my error in about 20 seconds and sent her this 
message: ‘Not meant for you! SORRY!’ 

“She was very understanding and told me she thought my 
wife would look very nice in it.” 

So_Bouncy commented, “Awwww, that’s a nice reply, your 
GM sounds cool.” 

dramboxf replied, “She is. It’s a chain of health clubs, and 
I’m the highest-ranking male. All other management is 
female. It’s been interesting, I’ll tell you that.”88 

89. “(Serious) People Who Have Had Someone Pass, 
Have You Seen A Sign Of An Afterlife?” 

1) Ridry wrote: 

“My daughter, at 2.5, lovingly touched a picture of her great 
grandpa and said, ‘I met him before I was born. He was nice 
to me.’ 

 
88 Source: booltag, “What is the ‘calling the teacher Mom’ of 
adulthood?” Reddit. AskjReddit. 25 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rgys7u/what_is_the_ca
lling_the_teacher_mom_of_adulthood/ >. 
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 “So now my go-to answer for ‘What happens when you die?’ 
is ‘The same thing that happened before you were born.’ 

“And just to add clarity, she was not aware he was dead and 
we had never discussed death. She had, of course, never met 
him and had never paid that picture much attention prior.” 

2) Catinthemirror wrote, “My late partner died of pancreatic 
cancer. He was completely unresponsive, on morphine, for 
the last few days of his life. On the final day, he opened his 
eyes, sat up in bed, and reached his arms out lovingly (like 
for a group hug) with a beautiful, happy smile towards an 
‘empty’ corner of the room. Then he fell back into bed and 
died. I’m convinced his folks and son, who all predeceased 
him and to whom he had been very close, came to get him 
when it was time.” 

3) mrs_radio_station wrote: 

“My grandpa meant the world to me. He passed less than a 
month before my wedding 11 years ago. 

“Six years ago I experienced a traumatic pregnancy loss after 
we had already been trying for three years. I unfortunately 
had to have a D&C [Dilation and Curettage] as a result, and 
quite frankly, I wasn’t treated the best at the hospital. I was 
feeling lower than low, completely encapsulated 
[incapacitated?] by grief. We went home, and I was curled 
in a ball on the couch, sobbing. My husband was not next to 
me at the moment, but I very clearly felt a large man’s hand 
stroking my hair. My eyes popped open, but still, my 
husband was not there. My grandpa was a very tall man with 
large hands. I just knew it was him comforting me. 

“A few years pass and we have a son! We gave him my 
grandpa’s name for his middle name. I was home alone with 
him one day when he was a month or two old. I had him 
propped up against my legs, and I was talking to him when 
all of a sudden his eyes focus on something behind me. I see 
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 the shadow of a tall figure walking behind me in the 
reflection of my son’s eyes, as my son completely moved his 
head and eyes to watch him walk by (he was still pretty 
young to be able to focus on anything that strongly, and yet, 
he did). I whipped my head around to see what was there, 
and of course, I saw nothing. I was a little shaken, so I turned 
on my TV to stream some music. The first song that came 
on random was ‘The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald’ by 
Gordon Lightfoot … a song my grandpa played on guitar on 
a pretty much daily basis.” 

4) CorvidCreatures wrote, “My maternal grandfather died 
about a month ago. Towards the beginning of his funeral I 
played ‘Amazing Grace’ on my flute since it was his favorite 
hymn. I sat down on the pew once I was finished and I swear 
I felt someone hug me, but looking around, I saw that 
nobody was. I like to think that was him telling me he was 
proud.”89 

90. “What Is The Coolest Thing About Your Dad?” 

1) Demonscour wrote: 

“He’s the best dungeon master I’ve ever known. He can 
cobble together an amazing story at the drop of a hat and 
keep it going for years for several different groups and 
despite being stoned the whole time, never mix up plotlines 
or backstories. 

“Man is gifted as fuck; he’s also an amazing poet and short 
story author.” 

 
89 Source: Scary_Expressionxo, “(Serious) People who have had 
someone pass, have they given you a sign of an afterlife?” Reddit. 
AskReddit. 20 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rkz4ks/serious_people_
who_have_had_someone_pass_have/ >. 
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 KCIJunkDiver commented, “My mom is like that! She has a 
whole universe that’s just an alternative reality where 
different races live in different areas of the world, with 
different classes! For example, the Lenape are elves who are 
mostly rangers and druids.” 

2) sterlingphoenix wrote: 

“Context: My dad was always angry. and I get it, because he 
had a pretty crappy life. He was shipped off to what was to 
him a foreign country as a teenager, because ‘We’re 
fulfilling our destiny so we need kids to be in the army!’ 
which means education wasn’t really a top priority. Which 
is why he had a … decent job, but it was kind of dead-end 
and it was also kind of crushing shift work (3 days morning, 
1 day off, 3 days afternoon, 1 day off, 3 days night, 1 day 
off, etc). And of course he was in a pretty crappy marriage 
for 15 years. Later on he married a woman who was… well, 
she was right for him, but caused friction with everyone else. 
Long story. 

“Point is, though, once he retired and got to finally friggin 
relax, he mellowed out immensely. He’s actually pleasant to 
be around. But the coolest part is that he is now so curious 
about everything. He pretty much scours YouTube (and the 
rest of the internet) and just learns all the things he should’ve 
really been taught as a young man. He keeps asking me 
questions about everything from astrophysics to quantum 
computing to medicine. A while back he asked if I ever heard 
of ‘this George Carlin guy.’ He’s become a critical thinker 
in his 70s to the point where he finally discovered atheism. 

“I hope I still have the desire and capacity to learn new things 
when I’m that age.” 

3) edsteen wrote, “In like sixth grade I won a Webkinz 
contest by writing in about how cool my dad was, and got 
some exclusive prize pack. No idea what I said but it 
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 probably still stands true. He’s a total nerd, never dated 
anyone but my mom and absolutely married up, is the kind 
of guy who tries to solve small problems in the largest way 
possible (joined a school committee because he was 
frustrated with a bus drop-off issue for my disabled sister, 
stayed on for years after even when none of us were in that 
school system; accidently started a chapter largest youth 
STEM organization in our area, etc.). He’s frustrating at 
times like any parent, but I still think he’s pretty cool.” 

4) mayaesteve wrote: 

“My dad has taught me everything I know and is my best 
friend. I grew up having a lot of friends whose dads were 
emotionally detached, abusive, addicts, or completely 
absent. My dad was there my entire childhood. I didn’t 
realize how lucky I was until I grew up and talked to friends 
who didn’t have that luxury. 

“He and my mom have been like second parents to one of 
my best friends. I’ve always been a super-curious kid since 
I was little and my dad has always taken the time to answer 
my questions or give advice in depth. Everything I do, I do 
to try and make him and my mom proud of me.” 

5) seanbeennick wrote: 

“He coached both my brother and me in soccer and ran my 
sister’s synchronized swim team. Once when our car ran out 
of gas, he pushed it up a mountain for about two miles until 
a cop stopped and gave us gas. I have no doubt that he would 
have pushed it all the way over the pass, which was probably 
another 30 miles or so. 

“When he was audited in the late 1970s and the IRS asked 
for more information, he kept sending them receipts in small 
batches. Eventually, they sent him a cease-and-desist letter. 
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 “In 1982, he had an ATV accident that nearly broke his neck: 
He fell into a hole landing on his head and a 300-pound 3-
wheeler landed on top of him. He doesn’t remember three 
months of his life after that and it took him about six months 
to get to where he could go back to work part-time, but right 
after the accident, he threw the 3-wheeler out of the hole and 
climbed out then proceeded to walk to a neighbor’s yard and 
ask her if he could lie down, after vomiting violently on her 
lawn. 

“But the coolest thing is that he was married to my mom for 
almost 55 years until she passed away.”90 

91. “What Is The Most Cutest And Adorable Thing Your 
Pet Does?” 

1) Character-Night-5022 wrote, “Instead of the traditional 
command of ‘roll over,’ I taught her to ‘show her abs’ (and 
she always does).” 

lttlemiss commented, “Similarly, instead of ‘speak,’ we’ve 
been doing ‘tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth!’ for three speaks. Also, ‘password’ to enter a 
room.” 

2) teadump wrote, “I taught my cat to play catch and hide 
and seek, so basically I hide and he comes and finds me then 
runs away and hides and waits for me to find him. It’s so 
adorable.” 

 
90 Source: Lionheart1224, “What is the coolest thing about your dad?” 
Reddit. AskReddit. 21 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rl69td/what_is_the_coo
lest_thing_about_your_dad/ >. 
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 seaurchins- commented, “Aw, my cat that passed away did 
this! If there was a shoe on the floor, she’d stick her head in 
it to hide from me. Lol.” 

3) MaesterOfPanic wrote, “She loves watching TV. Every 
morning we put on her shows for her, today it was the mouse 
show. She stood on the arm of the couch, with her toy mouse 
in her mouth, absolutely glued to the TV, not giving a single 
shit I was leaving for 8.5 hours.” 

4) strawberriemuffins wrote, “Whenever I’m crying, my dog 
brings me her favorite chew toy, thinking it’ll help me feel 
better, and trust me, it does.”91 

92. “What Funny Story You Got About Your 
Childhood?” 

1) aniimalgiirl666 wrote, “When I was 10, I shaved my 
eyebrows and used Band-aids as eyebrows for a month.” 

2) Kat884 wrote, “When I was about four or five, I was 
amazed by the fridge making its own ice cubes, my parents 
had a couple of people over one day and I thought they might 
want to share in this magical ice experience, so I put ice 
cubes in their shoes, turns out I just got in trouble instead, 
but looking back on it, it was pretty funny, I don’t remember 
it that well for obvious reasons, but I was never allowed to 
forget about it when I was older.” 

Kat884 added: 

 
91 Source: NikkiRose88, “What is the most cutest and adorable thing 
your pet does?” Reddit. AskWomen. 22 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rlzzvz/what_is_the_m
ost_cutest_and_adorable_thing_your/ >. 
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 “My dad found it funny at the time I think (I’m 33 now so it 
was a long time ago!) and my mum didn’t so much, I think 
the guests were ok, even though they got soggy, cold feet. 

“If either of my kids did it to me now, I’d totally 
understand!” 

3) Ryderggg wrote, “When Annie was playing in the theater. 
I listened to the record beforehand, and when the song 
‘Tomorrow’ came on, I stood up in front of the whole movie 
theater and belted the song out with all my heart, my 
grandmother and aunt were mortified, but everyone else was 
clapping.” Lol.” 

4) MerakDubhe wrote: 

“When I was three, we went to my mom’s friend’s country 
house for the day. Her friend had a cat, and I spend the whole 
day playing with him. 

“When it was time to go, I was so sad. Then my older sister 
told me ‘Why don’t you hide him inside your hat?’ 

“Five minutes later, my parents and my mom’s friend caught 
me in the car trying to push the cat inside my pink straw hat 
while my sister was laughing like crazy.” 

5) uassdfnyd wrote, “I went to Serbia every summer with my 
parents to visit my grandma and cousins. (I’m from Austria.) 
One year, I kind of adopted a stray dog. It would come to our 
house every day, and I snuggled with him and kissed him. 
Everyone thought it was disgusting since it was a stray dog 
and not really clean. When I came back the next summer, I 
was really sad since the dog wasn’t there anymore so my 
grandma bought the same dog but as a puppy. When I asked 
why the dog is so small, everyone told me that my grandma 
accidently washed it in the washing machine and it shrank, 
and I believed that. I was around five. Lol.” 
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 6) MidnightFireHuntress wrote: 

“When I was 10, one of my friends from the neighborhood 
tried riding a bike, he went down this hill and beefed it 
hardcore, the bike flipped and fell on to his back and skinned 
the back of his head, he wasn’t wearing a helmet and slid 
across asphalt. 

“He had to have surgery, and his parents foolishly told 
everyone they had to take skin from his ass and put it on his 
head. 

“We called him ‘Butthead’ for years. LOL.” 

7) ApprehensiveCold2883 wrote, “When I was in primary 
school (probably about seven), we had a writing exercise that 
involved writing a letter to an evil wizard who had stolen all 
the smells from the world. It was to help us with persuasive 
language skills I think. Everyone one was being all nice, 
writing ‘pleases’ and all that. I was not. I told the wizard I 
would come burn his castle down if he didn’t give us our 
smells back. As you can imagine, my teacher wasn’t too 
impressed and went to go show my mum (who also worked 
at school) and she just burst out laughing and said, ‘Well, it 
would persuade me.’” 

8) koekerond wrote, “When I was five or something, our 
goldfish died and my parents threw it in the bin. My older 
sister teased me by saying it was my fault because it was my 
turn to feed it. I then shook some of his food in the bin 
because I believed it would magically come back to life if I 
just fixed my mistake. My family will never let me forget 
this.” 

8) Bebe_Bleau wrote: 

“My parents never used baby talk. Only clear speech, so I 
spoke clearly early on. 
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 “I looked even younger than my age. But I got very indignant 
with adults talking to me like an infant. 

“I went to the store with mom when I was about two or three, 
and I brought my doll. 

“A man who was in our checkout line cooed at me in a baby 
voice, ‘Ohh_hh, is dat your baaa-bee?’ 

“I gave him a dirty look and said in a clear, but offended 
tone, ‘Of course not! Can’t you see this is a doll?’ 

“I think it set him back a little to see a kid he thought was 
under two speaking like that. But he laughed.” 

9) PaddlesOwnCanie wrote, “I didn’t actually witness this, 
but when I was a kid, my mom had this boyfriend and one 
time she got really mad at him because he was flirting with 
other women when they went out clubbing. So she waited 
until he fell asleep and then put his shoes in the freezer for 
revenge!”92 

93. “What Is The Thing You Do Every Single Day, And 
It Became A Personal Ritual?” 

DukeOfDouchebury wrote, “Take my elderly neighbor a cup 
of hot coffee and his newspaper. He doesn’t get around well 
these days, and he’s such a nice and interesting old guy. The 
five minutes it takes me to make him a coffee and walk 
across the street to chat for a moment is honestly one of my 
favorite parts of the day. You kick ass, Mr. Jimmy.”93 

 
92 Source: 2after20, “What funny story u got about your childhood?” 
Reddit. AskWomen. 22 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskWomen/comments/rm1i9n/what_funny_s
tory_u_got_about_your_childhood/ >. 
93 Source: MehdiJuventino, “What is the thing you do every single day, 
it became a personal ritual?” Reddit. AskReddit. 23 December 2021 < 
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 94. “What’s Something You Find Weird That Is 100% 
Normal?” 

1) yuxngdogmom wrote, “Having pets. I have two dogs that 
I love to death, but when I really think about it, I realize 
they’re just two random animals that I saw one day and said, 
‘Yeah, I like that one’ and put them in my home against their 
will and I give them food regularly and smother them with 
more affection than I give to other people. And those two 
random animals seem to think that’s totally dope and show 
signs of liking me back.” 

2) Wishyouamerry wrote, “Reading. Like, there are these 
random squiggles and we can instantly interpret them into 
complex thoughts, concepts, feelings, emotions — from 
people we’ve never met or sometimes even heard of before. 
It’s weird.” 

K174 quoted Carl Sagan: 

“What an astonishing thing a book is. It’s a flat object made 
from a tree with flexible parts on which are imprinted lots of 
funny dark squiggles. But one glance at it and you’re inside 
the mind of another person, maybe somebody dead for 
thousands of years. Across the millennia, an author is 
speaking clearly and silently inside your head, directly to 
you. 

“Writing is perhaps the greatest of human inventions, 
binding together people who never knew each other, citizens 
of distant epochs. Books break the shackles of time. A book 
is proof that humans are capable of working magic.” 

Toby_)_Notoby quoted Stephen King: 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rmu2wv/what_is_the_t
hing_you_do_every_single_day_it/ >. 
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 “Here’s a table covered with red cloth. On it is a cage the 
size of a small fish aquarium. In the cage is a white rabbit 
with a pink nose and pink-rimmed eyes. On its back, clearly 
marked in blue ink, is the numeral 8. The most interesting 
thing here isn’t even the carrot-munching rabbit in the cage, 
but the number on its back. Not a six, not a four, not 
nineteen-point-five. It’s an eight. 

“This is what we’re both looking at, and we both see it. But 
I didn’t tell you. You didn’t ask me. I never opened my 
mouth and you never opened yours. We’re not even in the 
same year together, let alone the same room. Except we are 
together. We are close. We’re having a meeting of the minds. 
We’ve engaged in an act of telepathy. No mythy-mountain 
shit; real actual telepathy.” 

ZoiSarah commented, “In Game of Thrones the one girl is 
listening to a story and she goes, ‘You got all of that from 
markings on paper?’ And it made me take a mental step back 
and think about how cool writing really is.” 

3) Mood_Kaonashi wrote, “Some kinds of mold are edible. 
No matter how stinky it is.” 

dumpster_mint commented, “Blue cheese.” 

The4thDay commented, “When I was nine, I got in a phase 
where I somehow hated chicken breast, so one day my mom 
tricked me into eating dinner by telling me, ‘We are eating 
lizard tonight,’ and that day I told everyone at my school I 
was having lizard for dinner. Some kids were envious of the 
fine dining I was to experience, others tore me down and 
bullied me with no remorse making me feel like I was some 
sort of savage. Yet I bragged about it. I ate it that night and 
boy did I love it. After thinking I can prove everyone wrong 
the next day by telling them that I ate the lizard, my mom 
deadass tells me it was fucking chicken breast. It was this 
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 moment that I learned that this world is evil, it was pure 
betrayal.” 

killertofu426 commented, “My parents fed my younger 
sister baloney and said it was cheese. She would then ask my 
vegetarian grandma for cheese but get upset when it was 
actually cheese.” 

4) Wit-Hoid6674 wrote, “As a Deaf guy, looking at people 
kissing musical instruments is quite bizarre.” 

Patsonical commented, “I wonder what seeing a harmonica 
player must’ve looked like for the first time.” 

sidepart commented, “Steampunk corn on the cob.” 

5) Vinny_Lam wrote, “Languages, or just talking in general. 
The fact that we’ve given meaning to a bunch of random 
sounds made by our vocal cords is bizarre when you think 
about it. Like, how did this even start? How were we able to 
decide what should be called what? For example, how did 
we decide that a rock is called a rock or that the sky is called 
the sky?” 

haditwithyoupeople commented: 

“When I was a kid, I had a cousin that was about the same 
age. We hung out all the time and were inseparable for a few 
years. After a few long car trips together ,we started to create 
our own language. I think this was so other people wouldn’t 
know what we were talking about, but don’t recall. We could 
do a fair amount of communication with relatively few 
works (maybe 30 or 40?). 

“The ‘so what’ of this is that the specific sounds were not 
terribly important — just the agreement on the meaning. At 
the time this was silly and fun. Much later in life, it occurs 
to me that it is perhaps not too difficult to start a rudimentary 
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 language. Of course, we already spoke a language so our 
brains didn’t have to figure that out.” 

6) ScrotusMahotus wrote, “Dancing. Like people flail 
around in weird and awkward ways to sounds.” 

jah_chill commented, “I think of music in the same way. 
Why are patterns and tones in sound so universal as a species 
for us? Not matter what culture you go to at no matter what 
time, they’ll have a type of music. Like, why? I absolutely 
love music but have no idea why.”94 

95. “What’s The Most Unexplainable Thing That’s 
Happened To You?” 

throwawaypatien wrote: 

“Not me, but a friend of mine. He’s a Christian, but there 
was a time in his life when he was doubting his faith. One 
night he was in the kitchen and fell to his knees, asking for a 
sign. 

“When he looked up at the lock on the microwave he saw 
the time was 16:04 and he couldn’t get the name Matthew 
out of his head. So he picked up his Bible and goes to 
Matthew chapter 16 verse 4 thinking it would be some 
profound message or something. 

“Instead, it said that ‘a wicked and adulterous generation 
looks for a sign but none will be given.’ 

“That’s something he loves to tell people about.”95 

 
94 Source: Thiccbokuto, “What’s something you find weird that is 
100% normal?” 23 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rncbqj/whats_somethin
g_you_find_weird_that_is_100_normal/ >. 
95 Source: Financial_Lime_252, “What’s the most unexplainable thing 
that’s happened to you?” Reddit. AskReddit. 27 December 2021 < 
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 96. “Who Is The Best Stranger You Ever Met And 
Why?” 

1) Howitzer1967 wrote, “Coming back from New Years in 
Dublin. Mid 80’s. I’m probably 17-18. Coach to ferry, ferry 
to Wales, coach to London. Get on the coach, absolutely 
packed, including a few young kids and babies. It’s chaos. 
The idea of a six-hour journey of chaos is too much for me. 
There’s a bloke in a white 5 series BMW also waiting to 
drive off the ferry. Half-jokingly I ask if he can give us a ride 
to London. He doesn’t hesitate. Yes, no worries. He took me 
and my mate from Fishguard to Kilburn where he lived in 
the poshest car I’d ever been in. Won’t take any money from 
us for petrol. Drops us off at a taxi station. Walks in with us 
and ordered a taxi, on his account to take us to Ealing where 
we lived. His name was Gordon, I think. What a fuckin 
geezer. I hope only good things have happened to him.” 

Note by David Bruce: “Geezer” is British slang for “good 
guy.” 

byfourness commented, “That guy was banking karma, so 
he could safely murder someone. No other possibility.” 

2) envcogneeto wrote: 

“Back in the early 2000s, I was embarking on a solo 
backpacking trip. The first leg was visiting with friends in 
Southampton and then a couple days in London. From there 
I took the Chunnel to Paris. It was my first time leaving the 
Anglosphere. 

“On the train I started panicking that I was under-prepared. 
My plan had been to learn to say, ‘I don’t speak <your 
language>; do you speak English?’ in whatever the local 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rq2816/whats_the_mos
t_unexplainable_thing_thats_happened/ >. 
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 language was. I didn’t have a hotel booked or even have one 
in mind. This was pre-pervasive mobile internet, so I started 
trying to figure out a plan and cramming to remember ‘Je ne 
parle pas français. parlez vous anglais?’ 

“I finally arrive in Paris and I’m wandering around Paris 
with my backpack trying to find one of the hotels in my 
guidebook with no luck. Exhausted, I sat down on a bench 
and pull out the book to try and regain my bearings. 

“Someone approaches me, asking a question in French. This 
is it. My time to shine. All that studying on the train was 
about to pay off. But I’m flustered and anxious and haven’t 
actually said the phrase out loud before. 

“I blurt out, ‘…uhh … I … uhh … I DONT SPEAK 
ENGLISH’ in perfect well-practiced English 🤦 

“‘No, no, no, English you speak fine. French maybe you 
have a problem with …’ 

“Dude sat and chatted with me, and pointed me in the 
direction of several affordable hotels and even told me where 
to go if I needed a hotel that didn’t require a passport to 
check in.” 

3) deathbyspoons42 wrote: 

“Met this beast of a lady while at a concert. 

“I had gone to a concert with a few of my friends, and a guy 
I had been on one REALLY bad date followed me there. He 
was red flags galore BEFORE the stalking. And while in the 
bathroom, I told my friend I recognized him and was super 
uncomfortable with him hanging around me. The beast of a 
woman comes out of one of the stalls and jumps into 
immediate ‘I’ll kick his ass for you’ mode. I told her that I 
didn’t need it to go that far, but if I do decide I need help I’ll 
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 let her know. Code word is ‘pineapples’ if I need her to 
intervene.  

“Near the end of the show the band plays a ‘romantic’ song 
and tells everyone to grab their partner, the guy slinks in 
from behind and wraps his arms around me, the woman is 
right in front of me, looks back to see me mouth ‘pineapple’ 
and like a Valkyrie of grace and justice gets between me and 
him and won’t budge for the rest of the night. 

“She may have legit saved my life that night. If she’s out 
there reading this, girl, you are the best stranger I could have 
met that night and I owe you so much.” 

4) thiccece wrote, “A guy who walked up to me in the train 
station and handed me a transit card and said, ‘I won’t be 
needing this anymore.’ It had over $100 on it and held me 
over on transportation costs until I got my first job in the city 
I had just moved to.” 

EltonJuan commented: 

“Anytime I leave New York, I end up having extra on a 
metro card so I hand it someone that’s about to put money 
into one of the kiosks. 

“Easy way to make someone’s day.” 

5) MasteringTheFlames wrote, “I could not even begin to 
pick a single one. In August of 2019, I loaded a bunch of 
camping gear onto my bicycle and spent the better part of the 
next seven months riding 5,300 miles (8,500 km) around 
much of the US. Along the way, every single person I met 
wanted to be a positive part of my story in whatever way 
they were able. Many incredibly kind locals opened their 
homes to me for a night, providing me a warm bed, a hot 
shower, and their wonderful company over a delicious 
home-cooked dinner. Drivers would see me stopped on the 
side of a desolate road and pull over to offer an extra bottle 
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 of water when I was a million miles from the next town. 
Neighbors in the next campsite over, after seeing me ride 
into camp on my bike with all my stuff on it, would come 
over to ask about my travels. I’d give them a summary of 
where I’d come from and where I was going, and they would 
invite me to join them around their fire to exchange their 
food and beer for my stories. It never failed to amaze me, the 
unending kindness of so many strangers, and I will forever 
be indebted to their generosity.” 

6) Zilverhaar wrote, “A guy who gave me a quarter to call 
home. I’d fallen asleep in the train and missed my station, 
and I’d have had to stay in the station where I ended up all 
night if I hadn’t been able to call my dad to come get me. 
(This was long before mobile phones existed.)” 

7) pantamimecxz wrote: 

“I was about 22 years old and traveling from Dallas to 
Houston to visit my girlfriend (now wife). It had snowed the 
night before and was still below freezing. I was probably 
going 55-60 on I-45, a major highway. Now, this may be 
shocking to hear, but a lot of Texans don’t drive well in icy 
conditions. The roads were mostly clear, but there was still 
patches and ice on the shoulder. I caught it somehow and 
went flying off the road and slid in a shallow ditch. Luckily, 
I didn’t hit anything and eventually came to a stop. But I was 
in a ditch covered in ice and snow, and I couldn’t get enough 
traction to get out. Hit the gas, wheels would spin but no 
climbing out of the ditch. 

“About five minutes later, a car pulls up and a scary-looking 
dude with his scary-looking wife / girl get out. Guy was in a 
full-length leather trench coat. He spent about ten minutes 
working with me to get my car out. At one point he was 
pushing and a tire caught (car was a Mustang and rear wheel 
drive) and covered him and his leather trench coat with mud. 
I felt terrible. We got the car out and the guy wouldn’t take 
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 any money for dry cleaning or anything else. Just said, 
‘You’re welcome,’ and went on his way. Never saw him 
again.” 

8) OgaToes123 wrote, “I was like 12 at the time buying a 
game at Walmart. I think it was The Witcher 3. The game 
said $19.99 on the case and my simple 12-year-old mind 
forgot taxes exist and brought only $20 with me. I go to the 
cashier to pay, and she told me I didn’t have enough money. 
I was upset and about to leave when this guy who was behind 
me in line paid for the whole game and told me to spend my 
money on something else. He made me a very happy kid that 
day.” 

9) addiusonaddisonii wrote, “My girlfriend and I had gotten 
a flat, and I was struggling to get the tire off. A stranger — 
a guy about 20 — stops his car and asks if he can help. He 
looks like a douche and doesn’t seem particularly friendly 
but is surprisingly helpful. He takes a look, tells me that 
wheels sometimes rust into place, grabs a mallet and knocks 
it loose. Now he’s smiling, I thank him and he’s on his way. 
Saved me a tow and a lot of time. I don’t even know his 
name.” 

10) screamingcrimsonmomo wrote, “While I was driving a 
VW convertible across South Dakota in a January blizzard, 
my car spun out and I wound up in a snowbank backwards 
with the snow completely covering the car so I couldn’t open 
either door or the top. A truck driver stopped, put a chain on 
my car, and pulled me out. I offered to pay him and he 
declined. Since I was a student at ASU and had no money 
that was so helpful. Thank you, Mr. Truck Driver. But for 
you I might have died in that snowbank.” 

11) AerianeJean wrote: 

“A young guy who worked in a hotel in a small town outside 
of Las Vegas, Nevada. As we were leaving, my suitcase 
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 wheels were making a chugga, chugga, chugga, 
chugga sound on the tiled floors, and he made a simple 
‘Choo choo’ sound that just perked my day up. Later I went 
back in to fetch my pillow, which I left in the hotel room, 
and he was very nice in helping me get in again after we had 
already turned in our keys. 

“As someone who faces a high level of anxiety in many 
aspects of life and was already having a stressful day that 
morning since it was the last time I saw an important family 
member for several months, it really just brought a light to 
my morning that I desperately needed. 

“To whoever you were, I truly hope the hospitality industry 
doesn’t break your incredibly wonderful and jovial nature. 
Simple jokes and conversation with utter strangers that you 
may never get the name of, may just make one of the most 
memorable moments in someone’s life.” 

12) burner_ziegler wrote, “I was at an outdoor antiques / flea 
market. I’m about to purchase a vintage wool high school 
baseball cap, and unbeknownst to me, the stranger had just 
bought the other one. He turns away from the cashier and 
puts his on, looks down and sees mine in hand, and then 
winks and says, ‘Looks like you and I are part of a secret 
club now,’ and just walks off.” 

13) nessao616 wrote: 

“I get choked up every time talking about this. I work in a 
big city NICU [Neo-natal Intensive Care Unit]. We get 
babies flown in from the region all around us. Babies so sick 
they shouldn’t survive: Sometimes they do, sometimes they 
don’t.  

“I walked into the room one morning as my shift was just 
beginning. I was assigned to this baby this day. The room 
was trashed. Baby was bleeding from everywhere. At that 
moment not even the doctors knew what was wrong. She 
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 was two days old and had come into an ER [Emergency 
Room] from [a?] home about six hours away from where we 
were. She had been flown in. Pumping every medication 
imaginable into her body, all the blood products, on full life 
support.  

“Her mother sat there in tears. Later that morning we finally 
had a diagnosis. Baby was still extremely sick but hanging 
on. My heart ached for this mother. She sat there so helpless, 
her baby not even looking like a baby. The next day I was 
back and mom asked me to pray with her. I did and gave her 
a big hug. I ended up working five days in a row that week. 
By day 5 the mother asked me if I would be her daughter’s 
primary nurse. Meaning I would be the nurse every time I 
worked until she went home. I agreed.  

“Every day I worked for three months, the mother brought 
me breakfast. She sat by her daughter’s side so patient, so 
kind, so thoughtful, so grateful. She thanked me every day, 
she prayed for me every day. She took care of me while I 
took care of her baby. She is one of the most incredible, 
strong-willed persons I have ever met. She worked so hard 
to get her daughter home safely, unwavering faith, and just 
a beautiful soul.  

“The little girl is three years old now and thriving.”96 

97. “What’s Your ‘I Fucking Hate This Song’ Song?”  

Trexner wrote, “The Applebees’ commercial song [‘Fancy 
Like’ by Walker Hayes]. Already on the fence about most 

 
96 Source: widowmaster1992, “Who is the best stranger you ever met 
and why?” Reddit. AskReddit. 31 December 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rsw2fh/who_is_the_be
st_stranger_you_ever_met_and_why/ >. 
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 modern country music, but that song gives me a solid push 
away from the genre.” 

deffmonk commented, “Modern radio country has strayed so 
far away from country, it’s ridiculous. It’s pop music with 
male singers acting like country people.” 

alphabetikalmarmoset commented, “Country cosplay?” 

wizardcombat commented, “Ranch dressing.” 

obrien1103 commented: 

“Steve Earle said, ‘Modern country is just hip hop songs for 
people who are afraid of black people,’ and I think of that 
quote every time I hear a song like this one. Lol. 

“Whether or not you want to take that quote at 100% face 
value, it’s at least partially true and partially hilarious.” 

knock-off-pale supplied a link to Bo Burnham’s comedy 
routine on modern country music: 

https://youtu.be/y7im5LT09a0 

mybookssareunread commented, “We call this kind of 
‘country’ music ‘bro country’ around here. Is that not a 
standard term?” 

ezmo311 commented, “A friend called it Hickelback and it 
stuck with me.” 

throwaway_account178 commented, “We always called it 
Hick Hop. Lol.” 

GreatStateOfSadness wrote, “The lyrics have no less than 10 
direct brand mentions. It’s the real-life equivalent of that 
w/Bob and David country song parody.” 

https://youtu.be/VG13SR-7j1w  
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 KeegoTheWise wrote, “That song, to me, is Walker Hayes 
cosplaying poor. Everything about it just rubs me the wrong 
way.”97 

98. “What Is The Creepiest Thing That Has Ever 
Happened While You Were Home Alone?” 

1) KhaosElement wrote: 

“I had a giant Bernese Mountain Dog. Thing never barked 
his whole life. Was the least aggressive animal I’ve ever met. 
Unless he was pawing at you for pets. Point is — calm, quiet, 
and gentle. 

“One night, I was home alone as a child, 9-10 ish I honestly 
don’t remember exactly. I hear a dog — after all, it couldn’t 
be mine — barking up a storm. Didn’t think much of it. Until 
he was at the sliding glass door, all hair on end, barking his 
ass off. I let him in and he physically shoved me back, then 
stood between me and the door for five of the scariest 
minutes of my life. He just growled and barked the whole 
time. Wouldn’t let me anywhere near the door. 

“Then like a fucking light he just turned around, licked me, 
and laid down. I have no fucking earthly clue what was out 
there, but it wasn’t getting to me.” 

Dolphinsunset1007 commented, “My dog does this for 
partially deflated Mylar balloons. She doesn’t trust them and 
she is willing to risk her life to protect me from them. Lol.” 

Cheshire_kat7 commented: 

 
97 Source: lawyeratyourservice, “What’s your ‘I fucking hate this song’ 
song?” Reddit. AskReddit. 3 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rv2uqk/whats_your_i_f
ucking_hate_this_song_song/ >. 
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 “That protective instinct can turn even the most relaxed dogs 
into a fierce beast. 

“One of the most adorably loyal things my (normally chill) 
miniature poodle has ever done was jump between me and 
the TV while I was watching a nature documentary. A polar 
bear was on the screen — and my dog went nuts, snarling 
and barking at it with his hackles raised, like he was 
protecting me from the TV bear. 

“Fortunately, we live in polar bear-free Australia.” 

2) MrBigTimeJim wrote: 

“It was like 2am and I had to take my dog out to go to the 
bathroom. As I’m standing out in the yard, I notice there’s 
this really big dude walking down the sidewalk towards my 
house. 

“The big dude looks over toward me and screams, ‘Hey! 
Come over here, right now.’ He sounded really pissed and I 
definitely did not go over to him. I locked myself in the 
house and watched him from inside. 

“He was pacing back and forth on the sidewalk just staring 
at my house and looked really mad. As I’m watching him, 
two cars pull up to the curb and a bunch of people get out 
and join him to stare angrily at my house. 

“I’m very confused at this point because I don’t have any 
enemies and I wasn’t sure what all these people wanted with 
me. 

“The guy who originally scream at me starts walking toward 
my house and screams, ‘I said come over here! Right now!’ 

“At that moment, my motion-activated light on my porch 
went on and I could see a giant goofy-looking dog sitting on 
my porch. The dog sprinted away when the light went on and 
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 the big dude went chasing him up the street. The people got 
back in the cars and chased after the dog, too. 

“As it turns out, it the big goofy dog was their family pet and 
it had escaped from their house. It saw me in the yard with 
my dog and was running towards me to play. (I never even 
saw it until the light came on.) The big dude was just yelling 
at his dog, not me. The people in the cars were his family 
members trying to help catch the dog. 

“I actually saw them walking down the street a few days later 
and introduced myself. Both the dog and man were very 
friendly. It was a happy ending for an initially creepy 
situation.” 

arabbel commented: 

“Something similar happened to me! My bedroom window 
faced the back yard. I heard a bunch of thrashing around the 
tree right outside, and then men’s voices. I was home alone 
and scared shitless. I crept to the dining room to look out of 
a bigger window, and I saw a big truck with lights on in the 
alley, and two men silhouetted in my yard. (In Texas, there 
are often dirt alleyways between the rows of houses.) But 
something about the inflection of their muffled voices made 
it seem like maybe they were looking for a pet. 

“So I opened the window and called out to ask if everything 
was ok. They apologized and said their dog had run through 
my yard. I realized the thrashing I heard first was the dog, 
and wished them luck on finding it, and gave them some tips 
on where the dog might have gone based on the 
neighborhood layout. That was it.” 

3) LA_LOOKS wrote, “I looked out my window, and it was 
an episode of Black Mirror with 15 people standing in front 
of my home and people in their cars all looking down at their 
phone emotionless. A Pokémon Gym is in front of my house 
apparently.” 
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 HairyPotatoKat wrote: 

“A few years ago I lived in a smallish town. It had a monthly 
newspaper that included a section for police and fire calls. 
Nearly all of the ‘suspicious person walking on sidewalk’ 
reports ended up being Pokemon related. 

“None were for entering anywhere restricted either. Just 
walking, stopping, and looking at their phone while on the 
sidewalk. 

“Edit to add: Outside a house, I could understand being 
disconcerted. All these were from well-traversed 
commercial and common areas.” 

4) kharmatika wrote, “Once I was watching Arachnophobia 
as a 13-year-old on Halloween. Went to go to bed, got a little 
nervous because of the movie, decided to just shake out my 
bedspread. Found a solid three-inch-big wolf spider sitting 
like an Andes mint on my pillow. Slept in the bathtub that 
night. I don’t know why that felt safe, but it did.” 

ApologizeForArt wrote: 

“Oh, man. When I was 17 or 18, I slept on the floor on a 
futon mattress. One night I’m lying there trying to get to 
sleep, and I hear this kind of swishing sound. So I ignore it. 
A few minutes later I hear it again. I really didn’t want to get 
up, but I could not guess what was making the sound. 

“I got up and turned on the light. Nothing scurried 
immediately. Thankfully the sound happened again and I 
could tell it was coming from the corner of the room. Then I 
saw it. The biggest wolf spider I’d ever seen. It was walking 
on a roll of brown wrapping paper. The sound was coming 
from this absolute unit of a spider walking on paper. Fucker 
was so big that I could hear its footsteps. 
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 “I really wanted to sleep and wanted it gone. How do you 
shoot the devil in the back? What if you miss? That’s pretty 
much how it went. Swing and a miss and spidey bro does the 
GTFO [Get The Fuck Out]. Except it’s probably still in the 
room. I couldn’t sleep that night without getting the crawling 
sensation repeatedly. 

“I’m good with spiders now and would have left the majestic 
beast alone. Not that my flailing did anything but annoy it.” 

astroember commented, “A few years ago, I was having a 
bath and saw a spider on the edge crawling along. I have 
crippling arachnophobia so I splashed water at it hoping to 
scare it away, and I shit you not, this eight-legged mother 
fucker from hell kamikazed straight into the tub. Full on 
sprinted into the tub with me to get some sick sort of revenge. 
I never took a bath ever again.” 

5) AmbivalentEnthusiast wrote, “As I’m lying on the couch 
watching TV late at night, I hear a tapping on glass. I brush 
it off, only to have it happen again about a minute or so later. 
I turn to look out our sliding glass back door, which had 
always given me the creeps with its no blinds or lighting in 
the back yard, to see of all things someone standing outside 
wearing a scream costume. My mind started racing as to who 
it might be, perhaps one of my sister’s friends? I wasn’t 
about to go outside and find out! They slinked away into 
darkness before I found my nerve. Turns out my 70-year-old 
grandma decided to scare the shit out of me. Lol.” 

111734 commented, “Grandma’s handing out her spare heart 
attacks.” 

6) Accomplished-Gap5856 wrote, “I was awoken in the 
middle of the night to something pulling on my comforter at 
the foot of my bed. I look down the foot of my bed and see 
this three- or four-foot shadow figure trying to climb on my 
bed. I panicked thinking I was about to get murdered. I 
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 flipped on the light to find my 15-pound dog trying to drag 
my four-foot teddy bear onto my bed. It was terrifying in the 
moment, but now I just find it hilarious.” 

CinematicHeart commented, “I was in my late 20s or 
possibly early 30s when I woke up to see this black mass 
staring at me on my bed in the dark. I was terrified. I threw 
the blankets over my head and I was shaking. I peeked out 
after what seemed like an eternity and was licked. It was my 
black ungroomed schnauzer.” 

7) ArmyOfDog wrote: 

“My stereo turned itself on at 4am one morning. It was a talk 
show. But from my bedroom upstairs, the volume was too 
low to realize that. 

“So I thought people were talking in my living room while 
they were trying to rob me in my sleep, until about 10 
minutes later, when a commercial I recognized played.”98 

99. “What Is The Greatest Thing You’ve Achieved 
Accidentally?” 

1) DeepfiredWings won, “I entered a bench press 
competition in high school. Turns out no one else entered 
because everyone was certain this rugby player was going to 
win (he would do 315 for 10 reps). Then the day of the 
competition, he blew out his shoulder and they let me do it. 
Lol. Did the bar without any plates and took him a little 
trophy.” 

 
98 Source: VagariTurtle, “What is the creepiest thing that has ever 
happened while you were home alone?” Reddit. AskReddit. 2 January 
2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rupdv2/what_is_the_cr
eepiest_thing_that_has_ever/ >. 
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 2) PiprSax wrote, “I don’t know if this counts as accidental, 
but when I was about 14, my family and I went to a 
Milwaukee Bucks basketball game. They drew a seat 
number and that person got to attempt a half-court shot for 
prizes. When they called my seat, the cheerleaders came to 
my seat and escorted me down to the court. My older brother 
kept trying to talk them into letting him take the shot, but 
they said my seat was picked, I had the ticket for it, so I was 
to be the contestant. Also, I am in no way athletic. I’m in 
good shape, but I suck at sports. it was on local TV and 
someone told me they saw it on ESPN, but I sunk it with a 
one-handed overhead heave from half court and won the 
prizes, which I shared with my family. Even got a picture 
with the cheerleaders that my parents framed and put on the 
TV, partially to show pride in me, but I think mostly to rub 
it in the face of my athletic older brother — sort of ‘look 
what the band geek did.’ I think I won some team 
merchandise, a gift card to a local restaurant, two tickets to 
a future game, and other useless trinkets. I’ve tried many 
times to replicate that shot and have barely come close to the 
rim most of the time.” 

3) guy_that_jumps wrote, “Finding out that 80% Doctor 
Pepper and 20% root beer is AMAZING.”99 

100. “What’s The Most Wholesome Thing You Have 
Seen Someone Say / Do?” 

1) molten07 wrote: 

“I was selling cold water bottles when I was like nine years 
old, during summer. 

 
99 Source: Kitkatery, “What is the greatest thing you’ve achieved 
accidentally?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 January 2021 < 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rw4nqh/what_is_the_g
reatest_thing_youve_achieved/ >. 
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 “I was stationed near a bus station and I would also ask the 
bus drivers if they wanted to buy some. Some would say no; 
some would tell me to fuck off. 

“But there was this one bus driver who would ALWAYS buy 
water from me even if he already had some. He would buy 
from me at least three times a day. I’ll never forget his face.” 

2) Satures wrote: 

“It’s an old story, but I love to tell it: 

“In crowded restaurants in Germany (mind you, before any 
virus / restrictions, etc.), it’s common to be seated next to 
random strangers. Since my partner and me hadn’t reserved 
a table and they didn’t have one for two, so they seated us at 
a table for four under the condition that we’d allow someone 
else to be placed next to us. 

“A while later a couple was placed, and they immediately 
started talking. She ordered wine for him without asking and 
profusely apologizing as she did so out of habit, and he 
talked about food he was never allowed at home. They were 
all smiles and giggling all the time. It must have been their 
second or third date at most, and it was so sweet and 
adorable. They both were at least in their mid-80s but acted 
(except for the wine) like the first big love. My partner and 
me didn’t get the smile and happiness out of our face for the 
rest of the day.” 

3) JohnGaltSimp wrote, “I was in a coffee shop waiting for 
my latte when a homeless man barges in and screams a 
bunch of incoherent sentences and proceeded to grab a 
woman and kiss her. She kissed him back.”100 

 
100 Source: temp_account_sad123, “Whats the most wholesome thing 
you has seen someone say/do?” Reddit. AskReddit. 4 January 2021 < 
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https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/rvsdc0/whats_the_most
_wholesome_thing_you_has_seen/ >. 



 224 

 

 APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have 
downloaded and adapted from the WWW. I will not make a 
dime from it. The use of this information is consistent with 
fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, 
the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by 
reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other 
means specified by that section, for purposes such as 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether 
the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the 
factors to be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or 
value of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a 
finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration 
of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  
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 I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good 
deeds, and this book about Good Samaritans is a good way 
to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the 
editors want to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to 
do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  

Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit 
posts, and letters to the editor. I see nothing wrong with 
correcting an obvious misspelling. 
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 Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Dance, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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 Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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 Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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 John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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 William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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 William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 
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 The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 
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 The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

 

 

 


