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Preface 
 
This little pamphlet contains a numbers of handouts that teachers can use to teach their students 
how to avoid some common writing errors. Of course, students and other people can use this short 
pamphlet simply as a way to refresh their memory about some simple rules of writing. 
 
Feel free to make as many copies as you want to for educational purposes. 
 
Feel free to distribute this little pamphlet as a pdf file. 
 
Teachers may want to use some of these handouts while grading. At Ohio University in Athens, 
Ohio, I require students to hand in their papers in a 2-pocket folder. In the right pocket is the 
final draft. In the left pocket are the early drafts (and outline, when I require one). As I grade, I 
find myself marking the same kinds of errors over and over. Therefore, I have created a number 
of handouts about these common writing errors. When I come across one of these common 
writing errors in a student paper, I put one or more relevant handouts in the students’ 2-pocket 
folder. That way, the student can read at his or her leisure how to recognize and correct the error 
and how to improve his or her writing. 
 
Of course, not all of these handouts will be useful in your particular course, but some of them are 
likely to be helpful to you. 
 
These handouts are free. Copy them at will and share them with whomever you wish. 
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How Do I Use Affect and Effect? 
 

The word “effect” is both a noun and a verb. The noun “effect” means “result” and refers to the 
consequences an action or event has 
 

The effect her father’s death had on her was to throw her into a deep depression. 
 
The word “affect” is a verb, meaning “to influence.” 
 

Her father’s death affected her by throwing her into a deep depression. 
 
The verb “effect” means “to bring about,” “to accomplish.” 
 

He effected his escape with a rope made of strips of his sheet. 
 
 

• Nineteenth-century cartoonist Bernhard Gillam’s first attempt at oil painting was a dismal 
failure. When he was eighteen years old, he painted a battle between the Aztec Native Americans 
and the Spanish explorers. The painting was filled with dead and dying soldiers, but when 
exhibited at the Brooklyn Academy of Fine Arts as number 93, it did not produce the seriously 
dramatic effect Mr. Gillam wanted. A reviewer in the Brooklyn Eagle wrote, “The sensation of 
the hour is number 93. There was never anything funnier than the dying men in 93, unless it is the 
men who are already dead. Don’t fail to see it; it’s the greatest show on earth!” Mr. Gillam used 
to stand near his painting, listening to people laugh at what he had meant to be a deadly serious 
painting. 

 
• Sometimes the board of education trusts students more than the principal trusts them. In 1974, 

Priscilla Marco wrote an article for her New York high school newspaper. The article listed 
instances of censorship of the school newspaper and pointed out that students had not been given 
copies of a board of education pamphlet describing their rights. However, the principal refused to 
let her article be printed. Ms. Marco contacted school authorities about the censorship; she also 
contacted the American Civil Liberties Union. Eventually, the school chancellor ordered that Ms. 
Marco’s article be published, but even then the school principal refused to allow it to be published. 
Therefore, the board of education printed a special edition of the student newspaper which 
contained discussions of the First Amendment and how it affects young people, as well as both 
Ms. Marco’s original article and an updated, revised version. On June 23, 1975, protected by 
security guards, members of the board of education entered Ms. Marco’s school—the Long Island 
City High School—and passed out copies of the newspaper. 
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How Do I Use Affect and Effect? 
 

The word “effect” is both a noun and a verb. The noun “effect” means “result” and refers to the 
consequences an action or event has 
 

The effect her father’s death had on her was to throw her into a deep depression. 
 
The word “affect” is a verb, meaning “to influence.” 
 

Her father’s death affected her by throwing her into a deep depression. 
 
The verb “effect” means “to bring about,” “to accomplish.” 
 

He effected his escape with a rope made of strips of his sheet. 
 
 

• Chris Crutcher used profanity while he was growing up in Idaho, and profanity peppers some 
of his books for teenagers, such as Stotan! When his first book, Running Loose, was still in the 
editing stage, his agent suggested that a certain two-word phrase that was used frequently in the 
book might negatively affect sales, considering the audience for which the book was written. Mr. 
Crutcher agreed to remove the two-word phrase, and he jokes that by deleting the two-word phrase 
he turned a 300-page novel into a 200-page novel. During the time he spent editing the book, 
someone asked his mother where he was. She replied that she had not seen him for two weeks 
because he was busy “unf**king” his book. 

 
• After William F. Buckley, Jr., wrote a memoir titled Overdrive, University of Chicago 

student David Brooks satirized him for the college newspaper. Because Mr. Buckley was widely 
important and knew everybody and had an ego, Mr. Brooks wrote that Mr. Buckley had written 
three volumes of memoirs before he had begun to talk: 1) The World Before Buckley “traced the 
history of the world prior to his conception,” 2) The Seeds of Utopia “outlined his effect on 
world events during the nine months of his gestation,” and 3) The Glorious Dawn “described the 
profound ramifications of his birth on the social order.” And so the satire continued, including 
Mr. Buckley becoming popular at school because he could turn water into wine. Soon afterward, 
Mr. Buckley gave a lecture at the University of Chicago, and at the end of the lecture he said, 
“David Brooks, if you’re in the audience, I’d like to offer you a job.” This was, of course, Mr. 
Brooks’ big break, and he ended up working at Mr. Buckley’s conservative magazine The 
National Review, where he learned much about writing from Mr. Buckley, who would often 
cover Mr. Brooks’ short editorials with red ink, and who would occasionally write on an 
egregiously bad piece of writing, “Come on, David!” 
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How Do I Use Amount and Number? 
 

Use number for things you can count. 
 

Ex: I spilled a large number of bags of flour on the floor. 
 
Use amount for quantities you can’t count. 
 

Ex: I spilled a large amount of flour on the floor. 
 
 

• Wendy Cope’s second book of poetry, Serious Concerns, contains a number of what she 
calls “angry poems about men.” At one reading, a woman told her, “Three of my friends left 
their husbands after they read your book.” She replied, “Gosh, I hope they made the right 
decision.” Her other volumes of poetry contain fewer “angry poems about men.” 

 
• Early in his career, Marvel comic-book maven Stan Lee wrote many, many comic-book 

stories, and he used a number of pseudonyms: Stan Martin, S.T. Anley, Stan Leen, and Neel 
Nats (Stan Leen spelled backwards). By the way, Mr. Lee’s real name is Stanley Martin Lieber. 
Because he wanted to get out of comic books later so he could write the Great American Novel, 
he decided to break his first name in two for his comic-book writing byline and save his real 
name for the serious writing he would do later. Fortunately for comic-book fans, Mr. Lee’s 
serious writing turned out to be his comic-book writing. 

 
• The British tongue-in-cheek TV series The Avengers had a number of rules created by 

writer/producer Brian Clemens. The only class shown on The Avengers was the upper class. To 
prevent the show from clashing with reality, no uniformed policemen or ordinary people waiting 
for a bus were ever shown. Sex was never blatant on the series. Blood was almost never shown. 
A directive of the series was never to kill a woman character—but this was occasionally violated. 
According to Mr. Clemens, “We don’t regard ourselves as a violent show. Perhaps that is why 
psychiatrists have said we have the ideal presentation of violence for children. We try to achieve 
the effect that once an actor has been killed, he gets up, collects his money and goes home.” 

 
• Comedian Jackie Gleason spent lots of money even when he didn’t have lots of money. He 

had a tab at the Villa Capri in Hollywood, where he ran up the bill until he owed the Villa Capri 
owner, Patsy D’Amore, $5,000—a huge amount of money in 1950. He then left Hollywood—
and his unpaid bill—for three years. When he returned, he invited some friends at dinner at the 
Villa Capri, where they ran up a bill of $75. Mr. Gleason then wrote a check for $6,000 and gave 
it to Mr. D’Amore, saying, “I’m a big tipper.” In addition, Mr. Gleason once ran up so big a tab 
at the bar of his friend Toots Shor that he told Toots that he felt like he couldn’t use his signing 
privilege anymore. Toots, a true friend, told him that if he didn’t want to sign his own name, then 
he should sign Toots’ name. Mr. Gleason then borrowed $20 from Toots, used it to tip some 
servers (a big tip), then joked, “Hey, I personally am always good for a C-note, but you guys all 
know how cheap Toots is.” 
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How Do I Use Apostrophes to Show Possession? 
 

How do I make singular words possessive? 
 
Answer: Add an apostrophe and an -s. 

 
• J.K. Rowling, creator and author of the Harry Potter books, was not as poor as perhaps the 

media has made her out to be when she was writing the first Harry Potter book, but she was a 
single mother who did lack money. One day, she visited another mother whose boy was roughly 
the same age as J.K.’s daughter. That little boy had a room full of toys, and J.K. remembers, 
“When I packed Jessica’s toys away, they fitted into a shoe box, literally. I came home and cried 
my eyes out.” Those feelings of depression are the kind that the Dementors give in the Harry 
Potter books. 

 
Optional: When the singular word ends in –s, add an apostrophe only 

 
• Progressive journalist Molly Ivins’ name was actually Mary. The nickname “Molly” came 

from her childhood habit of burrowing like a mole among the books in her bedroom. She was a 
true original, once naming a dog “Sh*t”—I suppose for reasons that would be obvious if I had 
been acquainted with the dog. She was a master of the comic putdown, once writing about 
politician Dick Armey, “If ignorance ever goes to $40 a barrel, I want drilling rights on that 
man’s head.” 

 
How do I make plural words possessive? 
 
Answer, part 1: If the word does not end in -s, add an apostrophe and -s. 

 
• Even after publishing her children’s book, Busybody Nora, Johanna Hurwitz wondered if 

she had really arrived. However, when she brought her second book, Nora and Mrs. Mind-Your-
Own-Business, to her publishing house, her editor told her, “You’re one of us now.” Ms. Hurwitz 
says, “That’s when I really knew that being a writer was not a fantasy anymore.” 

 
Answer, part 2: If the word does end in -s, add an apostrophe only. 
 

• When author George Plimpton was a kid, he admired New York Giants’ ace pitcher Carl 
Hubbell, who had thrown so many screwballs that he was deformed—his palm turned to the 
outside. Young George used to walk with his palm turned to the outside, hoping that people 
would think that he threw screwballs, but his father made him stop. Mr. Plimpton says, “He said 
it looked as if I had tumbled out a window and my parents didn’t have enough money to set the 
broken arm properly. 
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Use Brackets for Editorial Insertions 
 

Occasionally, you may need to add words to a quotation to make the quotation more 
understandable to the reader (or to correct an error in the quotation). When you do that, enclose 
your words in brackets to show that the added words are your own and not those of the speaker.  
 

• Wisdom comes from many places. Pammy is the best friend of novelist Anne Lamott, 
author of Imperfect Birds. When Pammy was dying and in a wheelchair, Ms. Lamott asked her if 
she—Ms. Lamott—looked fat while wearing a certain dress. Pammy replied, “Annie, you really 
don’t have that kind of time.” Ms. Lamott says now, “I live by that.” Ms. Lamott got something 
else from another friend, who lent her some “simple but fabulous gold hoops [earrings] from 
Guatemala.” She wore them, she liked them, and she told her friend, “You know, I won’t be 
giving them back .” Her friend said—sadly—that she realized that. Ms. Lamott wears the hoops 
often, and she says, “I still see her every few years, and I’ve always got the earrings, and we still 
laugh. You can see them in every author’s photo of mine since my second book, Rosie.” 
 

• When personal-finance guru Suze Orman realized that Kathy “KT” Travis was the right 
romantic partner for her, she did something extravagant. When Ms. Travis traveled back home, 
Ms. Orman sent her driver and car to meet her. The car was not empty: It was filled with 
gardenias—Ms. Travis’ favorite flower. After Ms. Travis had returned home, the doorbell rang. 
A deliveryman was outside, holding a bunch of Casablanca lilies and wanting to know where to 
put the rest of the flowers—Ms. Orman had bought all the flowers in a flower shop. (By the way, 
Ms. Orman does not want anyone to buy flowers for her. Why not? She says, “They [flowers] 
die.”) 
 

You may also use brackets to enclose an ellipsis to show that you have deleted words. 
 

• Studs Terkel remembers that when he met his wife, Ida, she was wearing a maroon dress. 
He also remembers that she made a lot more money than he did: “It was like dating a CEO. I 
borrowed 20 bucks from her for our first date. I never paid her back.” Unfortunately for Studs, 
his wife died first: “She was seven days older than me, and I would always joke that I married an 
older woman. That’s the thing: Who’s gonna laugh at my jokes? At those jokes I’ve told a 
million times? […] Who’s gonna be there to laugh?” When Studs died, he had planned for his 
cremated ashes to be mixed with his wife’s ashes and then to be scattered on Bughouse Square, a 
park. He said, laughing, “Scatter us there. It’s against the law. Let ’em sue us.” 

 
You may also use brackets when you need to change a word to suit the sentence it appears in. 
Note: In the anecdote below, a small letter is changed to a capital letter. 
 

• Much of John Cheever’s life was dark, including the time after he was conceived but had 
not yet been born. After all, when his father learned that his mother was pregnant with John, he 
invited the local abortion doctor over for dinner—his way of expressing his opinion of the 
pregnancy. Mr. Cheever, a homosexual, was married for 40-some years to Mary Winternitz, who 
once told him after he had spent several days in a hospital, “[I]t was nice while you were away to 
have a dry toilet seat.” (Mr. Cheever used this line in his novel Falconer.) 
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Capitalize the Names of Holidays such as  
Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas  

 
 

• When Christopher Paul Curtis, author of Bud, Not Buddy, was a child, his mother worried 
about her children trick-or-treating, so instead of letting them go out for trick-or-treat, she made 
them dress up in Halloween costumes and go from room to room of their house. In each room, 
she would put candy in their bags. 

 
• One day in 2010, <Lulu.com>, a Web site that allows authors to self-publish their own 

books in various print and electronic formats, announced a new way of publishing one’s work: 
“We recognize electronic books and the internet are a passing fad, so we are now offering the 
tried and true hand-written scroll.” Of course, this announcement was made on April Fools Day. 

 
• Jim Carrey was funny even as a youngster. One of his “acts” was to put a lot of colored 

candies in his mouth, chew them up, and then pretend to vomit. His very young audience loved 
it. In school, he once got in trouble when his teacher saw him mocking some musicians on a 
record. Fortunately, all turned out well. Thinking to embarrass him, his teacher ordered him to do 
what he was doing in front of the class. Young Jim did, and he was so funny that his teacher 
invited him to do the act at the school’s Christmas assembly. And when his mother became ill, 
Jim’s comedy cheered her up—sometimes at odd times. Occasionally, his father would wake 
him up and say, “Sorry to wake you up in the middle of the night, but your mother and I could 
use a good laugh. You’re on in five.” 

 
• When Fanny Brice’s husband, Nicky Arnstein, went to jail, Fanny kept the truth from their 

children, telling them that their father was working in Paris. The children wrote their father, 
telling him that they wanted a pair of rabbits for Christmas. Fanny therefore arranged to have 
two rabbits shipped from Paris to their home, along with lots of food and water to keep the 
rabbits healthy. However, when the crate was opened in the United States, many more than two 
rabbits hopped out—the journey had been long, and the rabbits had been doing what rabbits do. 
The children thought that their father had been especially generous that Christmas. 

 
• While entertaining the Desert Storm troops, comedian Jay Leno used to eat military food in 

mess halls and tease the troops by exclaiming, “Boy! This stuff is delicious! What is this—
Thanksgiving dinner? I can’t believe you guys are complaining!” The soldiers responded by 
throwing spoons at him. They also gave him a list of people—spouses, parents, other family 
members, boyfriends or girlfriends—to call when he returned to the United States. Mr. Leno 
personally made all the calls they requested. 
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When Quoting Part of a Sentence, You May Not Need to Use a Capital Letter 
 

• In 2008, Paul Constant, book critic for the Seattle newspaper The Stranger, attended 
BookExpo America (BEA), the annual book-industry convention. One thing he noticed was what 
he called “unscrupulous booksellers” who grabbed as many free advance reader’s copies as 
possible so that they could later sell them online—illegally. Of course, the publishers are aware 
that unscrupulous booksellers do this, and so they have a rule against bringing rolling luggage 
carts to the convention because the carts can be filled with many, many free advance reader’s 
copies. However, Mr. Constant writes that “some demented booksellers find ways around that: 
One woman wheels into the hall in a wheelchair and then stands up and wheels the empty chair 
around to stack books in the seat like a wheelbarrow.” 

• In 2006 novelist Ian McEwan, author of Atonement, weeded his fiction library in his 
London town house. Then he and his younger son, Greg, gave away 30 novels in a nearby park. 
Mr. McEwan says that “every young woman we approached … was eager and grateful to take a 
book.” However, the men responded with “Nah, nah. Not for me. Thanks, mate, but no.” Mr. 
McEwan concludes, “When women stop reading, the novel will be dead.”  

 
• For children’s author Jane Yolen, writing and books can be magical. She was writing one 

book when a group of elves appeared in her mind. She told them, “No elves in this book. Go 
away.” They replied, “We’re here.” She says, “I was blocked for three weeks until I figured out 
why they were there.” A nurse once sent her a letter to say that she had read one of Ms. Yolen’s 
stories to a young, dying girl. She wrote that “the story had eased the little girl through her final 
pain.” Ms. Yolen says, “The story did that—not me. But if I can continue to write with as much 
honesty and love as I can muster, I will truly have touched magic—and passed it on.” 

 
• As you may expect, comedian George Carlin took too many illegal drugs in his life. 

According to journalist David Hochman, when Mr. Carlin and his 11-year-old daughter took a 
vacation to Hawaii, she made him sign a contract stating that he wouldn’t snort cocaine for the 
duration of the vacation. Despite his illegal drug use, and despite his heart problems, he got old, 
something that really wasn’t a problem for him. He stated that “the richness of memory, the 
richness of acquired and accumulated experience and wisdom, I won’t trade that. At 67, I’m 
every age I ever was. I always think of that. I’m not just 67. I’m also 55 and 21 and three. Oh, 
especially three.” 

 
• Actor Elliott Gould was friends with comedian Groucho Marx when Groucho was old. 

Groucho, of course, insulted friends as well as enemies. Once, Mr. Gould replaced a burned-out 
light bulb over Groucho’s bed, and Groucho told him, “That’s the best acting I’ve ever seen you 
do.” Mr. Elliott considers that “the best review I’ve ever had and probably will ever have.” The 
two men really were close—Groucho even let Mr. Elliott shave him with an electric razor. 
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Use a Colon Between Two Independent Clauses When the Second Clause 
Summarizes or Explains the First 

 
• In 2008, Paul Constant, book critic for the Seattle newspaper The Stranger, attended BookExpo 

America (BEA), the annual book-industry convention. One thing he noticed was what he called 
“unscrupulous booksellers” who grabbed as many free advance reader’s copies as possible so that they 
could later sell them online—illegally. Of course, the publishers are aware that unscrupulous booksellers 
do this, and so they have a rule against bringing rolling luggage carts to the convention because the carts 
can be filled with many, many free advance reader’s copies. However, Mr. Constant writes that “some 
demented booksellers find ways around that: One woman wheels into the hall in a wheelchair and then 
stands up and wheels the empty chair around to stack books in the seat like a wheelbarrow.” 

 

• On April 30, 1997, Ellen DeGeneres’ character, Ellen Morgan, came out in the one-hour episode of 
Ellen titled “The Puppy Episode.” The title of the episode was an in-joke: At a meeting to get ideas for 
episodes of the sitcom, someone suggested that Ellen’s character get a puppy—an idea that was rejected. 
The real-life Ellen also came out as a lesbian on the April 14, 1997, cover of Time with the words, “Yep, 
I’m Gay.” Lots of rumors preceded the coming-out, something that Ms. DeGeneres had fun with, at one 
time saying, “Yes, the rumors are true. We’ll be revealing that my character is Lebanese because she 
enjoys both baba ganoush and Casey Kasem.” At the time, comedian Rosie O’Donnell had not publicly 
come out of the closet, and she teased people by saying that she really liked Casey Kasem, and so “maybe 
I’m Lebanese, too.” 

 
• Being one of the Three Stooges—Moe, Larry, and Curly—sometimes involved sacrifice. In 1936, 

the Stooges made the comedy short Ants in the Pantry. In it, the Stooges are pest exterminators, but 
business is slow, so their boss finds a way to get more customers, “If they don’t have any bugs, give them 
some!” Therefore, the Three Stooges start putting mice, ants, and moths in future customers’ houses. 
During filming, a container of red ants broke in Moe’s pocket, and they started swarming inside his 
clothing, leading to a lot of squirming by Moe. The director, Preston Black, loved it, saying, “Great, Moe! 
Keep up that squirming!” Moe remembers, “It was very funny—to everyone but me.” Also in 1936, the 
Stooges made Slippery Silks. In this short, over 150 pies were thrown, and Moe ended up with a sore arm 
and a sore face because the pies that he did not throw were thrown at him. The other Stooges also suffered 
injuries: Larry lost a tooth while making one short, and Curly once got hit in the head while making a 
short and had to be attended to by a doctor. The doctor cut away some of Curly’s hair so he could attend 
to his wound, and then he glued back the hair so Curly could resume shooting the short. 

 
• In 1965, the Friars Club, whose members are comedians, roasted Soupy Sales with comic insults. 

Mr. Sales and everybody else enjoyed themselves, but Friars Club member Brian Dougherty ran into a 
problem: He had to go to the bathroom, but he didn’t want to miss any of the jokes. Fortunately, Mr. 
Dougherty is a problem-solver. He whispered to Marty Allen, who was sitting next to him at a table with 
an overhanging tablecloth, “Hand me that pitcher.” With a relieved bladder, Mr. Dougherty was able to 
laugh even harder. 
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Use a Colon to Direct Attention to an Appositive 
 

An appositive renames something. 
 

• When Billy Crystal was attending Marshall University in Huntington, West Virginia, he 
hosted a jazz show on the campus radio station, but he ran into a problem: a severe lack of jazz 
records. According to Mr. Crystal, in West Virginia Roy Clark is considered a jazz musician. 
(Keep in mind that Mr. Crystal is a professional comedian.) To solve his problem, he wrote a 
letter to John Hammond, the head of Columbia Records, a music company that has recorded 
many great jazz records. In the letter, Mr. Crystal mentioned his father and uncle, who had both 
been involved in a major way in jazz. (He says that he also mentioned Roy Clark and what West 
Virginians thought of him.) In response, Mr. Hammond sent Mr. Crystal 50 classic Columbia 
jazz albums along with a catalog and an offer for Mr. Crystal to buy more jazz albums at the low 
price of $1 each. 

 
• Satirist Al Franken regularly made fun of disgraced President Richard Nixon, but when he 

produced a Saturday Night Live “Presidential Bash” in 1992, he sent a letter to Mr. Nixon, 
hoping that he would make a personal appearance on the show. Unfortunately, as a reply, he 
received a letter saying no. No problem. Mr. Franklin happily framed the letter and now proudly 
displays it in a room that he has devoted to his collection of Nixon memorabilia: a 
bathroom. 

 
• At times people need to work together to accomplish something major. To create the 

Stravinsky Festival of 1972, members of the New York City Ballet worked together. New ballets 
were created, and the members worked long hours to learn and rehearse those ballets. No one 
complained about the constant breaking of union rules. Everyone was overworked, and no one 
shirked their work because if they had, the work would have had to be done by another already 
overworked person. This was the result: an incredibly successful festival and several new 
ballet masterpieces. 
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Use a Colon to Direct Attention to a List 
 

• Peter Pixis, a musician, stayed at a Russian hotel for 10 weeks as he gave concerts in the 
area. A lover of music who was named Langwitz ran the hotel. When Mr. Pixis asked for his bill, 
Mr. Langwitz gave him the following accounting: “75 portions coffee and rolls—$0; Dinners 
for 2 1/2 months—$0; 40 bottles of wine—$0; Tea, etc.—$0; Lodging—$0. Total—$0.” 

 
• Louisa May Alcott, author of Little Women, grew up in a poor but ethical family. Her 

mother taught her to live by these rules: “1. Rule yourself. 2. Love your neighbor. 3. Hope, and 
keep busy.” On her fourth birthday, young Louisa passed out servings of plum cake to the guests 
at her party. Unfortunately, there were not enough servings of plum cake for everyone, and 
someone would have to go without. Since it was her birthday, Louisa wanted plum cake, even 
though one of the little guests would go without, but her mother told her, “I know my Lou will 
not let the little friend go without.” Louisa did give the plum cake to her friend, and her mother 
rewarded her with a kiss. Louisa called this incident her “first lesson in the sweetness of self-
denial.” 

 
• While in high school, satirist Stan Freberg ran for student office and was elected on the 

strength of two campaign promises: 1) he would improve the principal’s office by turning it 
into an automatic car wash, and 2) he would improve the girls’ locker room by installing an 80-
foot picture window. 

 
• Ben Hecht once started a music group called the Ben Hecht Symphonietta. Its members 

consisted of several of his friends: Charles MacArthur, George Antheil, Charlie Lederer, and 
Harpo Marx. Groucho Marx was not invited to be a member, and it rankled him. As they were 
practicing in an upstairs room, Groucho yelled up at them, “Quiet, you lousy amateurs!” A few 
minutes later, no one could have heard the ensemble due to the vast sounds of music swelling up 
from the lower floor. Mr. Hecht and the other astonished musicians went downstairs to find the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic playing—Groucho had hired the entire orchestra to come and disrupt 
the rehearsal of the Ben Hecht Symphonietta. 

 
• Tommy Smothers, one of the two famous Smothers Brothers, was a genius at overcoming 

censorship. Back when satirist Pat Paulsen was running for President, network censors were very 
nervous about what Mr. Paulsen might do and say. As a producer, Tommy made Mr. Paulsen 
fidget during tapings, thus accomplishing two things: 1) making Paulsen the politician appear 
shifty, and 2) making editing the tapes impossible because of the technological limitations of the 
1960s. 

 
• Once there was a friendly rivalry between two composers of operas: Christoph Willibald 

Gluck and Niccolo Piccinni. In a contest, they were each commissioned to compose an opera 
based on the same play by Euripides. When the two operas were performed, Gluck’s was the 
greater success—unfortunately for Piccinni, on opening night his soprano was falling-down 
drunk. 
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After an Independent Clause, Use a Colon to Direct Attention to a Quotation 
 

• One problem that many actors have is acting in bad weather conditions of extreme heat or extreme 
cold, often at unpleasant times such as night or very early in the morning. In her acting, Laura Linney 
deals with industrial-strength issues such as death, illness and personal failure. However, she says, “You 
know what’s more difficult, what they don’t teach you in drama school? How to act at 4:30 in the 
morning in the freezing cold or boiling heat. That’s more challenging than any sort of emotional work. 
And it’s like childbirth. You forget about it once a movie’s finished and you’re on to the next.” While 
acting in the 2007 remake of 3:10 to Yuma, Russell Crowe ran into the problem of an unpleasant acting 
environment: “We were surrounded by four-and-a-half feet of snow doing scenes where we’re 
talking about the drought.” 

 
• Kathy Lette is an Australian author who says, “All I do in my books is write down the way women 

talk when there are no men around.” She lives with a human rights lawyer with whom she has had 
children. Unfortunately, this means that she changes lots of diapers. According to Ms. Lette, this has an 
effect on her writing, just as having children has an effect on every female author: “For every baby she 
has, a female author loses out on writing about three books.” She has asked Geoffrey, the human-
rights lawyer she lives with, to change diapers (nappies), but the first time she asked, he replied, “But I’ve 
got 250 people on death row in Trinidad.” She jokes that she did not say anything then, but “after another 
4,000 nappies, I replied, ‘Oh let them die.’ After the second baby, I was like, ‘I’m going to go there and 
kill them myself. Human rights begin at home!’” 

 
• People do make mistakes. While Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., author of Slaughterhouse-Five, was on a panel 

at City College, a woman asked him this question: “Why did you put exactly one hundred ‘So it 
goes’s’ in Slaughterhouse-Five?” Mr. Vonnegut replied that he was not aware that he had used that 
exact number. Also on the panel was critic John Simon, who disappeared while everyone had coffee, and 
then reappeared and said to Mr. Vonnegut, “One hundred and three.”  

 
• Readers can impact an author. Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., wrote an ending for his novel Breakfast of 

Champions and sent it to his publisher. He lived quite near his publisher and a lot of mail and messages 
went back and forth, and a couple of young employees in the production department met him and told 
him that they didn’t like the ending: “That’s not the way we thought we thought it should end.” Mr. 
Vonnegut thanked them, looked at the ending, realized that they were right, and wrote another ending that 
appeared in the published book. 

 
• British music-hall comedian Ken Dodd made people laugh for over 50 years, debuting in 1954 and 

still entertaining at the end of 2007. Unfortunately, he did get in trouble with the tax people in the late 
1980s because of £700,000 in 20 offshore bank accounts—which he had not declared. Of course, because 
he is a comedian, his trial (which ended with him being declared not guilty) had some light moments. For 
example, at one point the judge asked him what £330,000 in a suitcase felt like. Mr. Dodd replied, “The 
notes are not heavy, m’lud.” Mr. Dodd is a gifted comedian. One of his best jokes is this: “Men’s legs 
have a terribly lonely life—standing in the dark in your trousers all day.” 
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 Use a Comma or Commas to Set Off Direct Address 
 

Use a comma or commas to set off direct address. Direct address occurs when someone is 
addressed directly by name or a name. For example:  
 

“Hi, David.”  
“Hello, Dad.”  
“What’s happening, man?” 
“Hello, Mr. Chelini.” 
“This concerns you, Mr. Chelini, because of the cost of shutting down the plant.” 
 

 
• Jack Riley played the character of the insulting, misanthropic Mr. Elliott Carlin on The Bob 

Newhart Show. Frequently, fans of the show ask him if he is anything like the character he 
portrayed. Because he is a professional comedian, Mr. Riley’s standard response to this question 
is in the character of Mr. Carlin: “Bite me, you wiener.” 

 
• A boy named Bobby once wrote a fan letter to comedian Tim Conway and told him to drop 

by if he was ever in St. Louis, Missouri. The following week, Mr. Conway showed up at 
Bobby’s front door with his suitcase and said, “Hi, Bobby. You told me to drop in anytime, so I 
thought I’d stay for a week or two.” 

 
• When comedian Eddie Cantor performed at Carnegie Hall, a very old man told him, “Mr. 

Cantor, I’ve been a fan of yours since I was a little kid.” Skeptical, the 60-year-old Mr. Cantor 
asked the very old man, “And how old are you?” The very old man said, “Ninety.” 

 
• When Bill Cosby was in school, his grandfather advised him not to play football. Bill 

played football anyway, and he broke his shoulder. He was lying on a sofa, in pain, when his 
grandfather visited. Embarrassed, young Bill waited for his grandfather to say, “See, I told you, 
Junior.” Instead, his grandfather gave him a quarter and told him, “Go to the corner [store] and 
get some ice cream. It has calcium in it.’” 

 
• Dr. Samuel Johnson disliked Scotland. At a dinner party, his hostess served a Scottish dish, 

then asked how he liked it. Dr. Johnson said, “Madam, it is a dish fit only for pigs.” His hostess 
replied, “Let me help you to more of it.” 

 
• Mrs. Patrick Campbell was very capable of being insulting when she disliked something, 

even while on stage. During the famous screen scene in Sheridan’s School for Scandal, Mrs. 
Campbell felt that Fred Terry and William Farren were acting too slowly. Despite being on stage 
behind the screen in the role of Mrs. Teazle, Mrs. Campbell suddenly shouted, “Oh, do get on, 
you old pongers!” 
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After an Introductory Element, Use a Comma 
 

After an introductory element, use a comma. 
 
Note: For short introductory elements, commas may be optional. 
 

• Frequently, silence in the wilderness, whether on land or sea, is a sign of danger. Gary 
Paulsen, author of Hatchet, knows a man who survived an attack by a great white shark while he 
was diving. Immediately before the attack, the ocean grew silent. Today, the man says, “I 
should have listened to the silence. I’d still have my right leg.” 

 
• One day in 2010, <Lulu.com>, a Web site that allows authors to self-publish their own 

books in various print and electronic formats, announced a new way of publishing one’s work: 
“We recognize electronic books and the internet are a passing fad, so we are now offering the 
tried and true hand-written scroll.” Of course, this announcement was made on April Fools Day. 

 
• Comedian Chris Rock has made it big in the risky and difficult business of show business, 

but that doesn’t mean that he wants his relatives to try to accomplish what he has accomplished. 
Whenever a family member wants help in getting established in show business, he offers to 
pay their college tuition instead. 

 
• As a young comedian, Jim Carrey made out a $10 million check to himself “for acting 

services rendered,” and carried it around in his wallet as a physical symbol of an important goal. 
Later, he received $10 million for starring in The Mask 2—and $20 million for starring in Liar, 
Liar. Along the way to mega-success, he achieved success as an actor in the TV comedy series 
In Living Color. Unfortunately, his fame did have a downside when he took his daughter out for 
trick-or-treating on Halloween. Perhaps exaggerating a little, Mr. Carrey says that people 
would say, “It’s the dude from In Living Color! Here’s an extra candy! Do something [funny]!” 

 
• When Adam Sandler was a little boy, he had a Diver Dan doll. Unfortunately, he lost it. 

Fortunately, he had a father who cared about him and didn’t want him to be unhappy. His father 
dressed up as Diver Dan’s father, then told young Adam that Diver Dan was not lost but with 
him, and he thanked young Adam for taking care of Diver Dan. Today, Mr. Sandler says, “Dad 
would do anything to make me feel better.” 

 
• After Jackie Chan became a big movie star in Hong Kong, he went “Hollywood.” He 

wore a different Rolex watch for each day of the week, and to show what a big star he was and 
what he could get away with, he walked into an elegant Hong Kong hotel—wearing only his 
shorts. 
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Use Commas to Separate the Items in a Series of Three or More 
 

Use commas to separate the items in a series of three or more. 
 

Ex: I like Sarah Silverstone, Lenny Bruce, and Richard Pryor. 
 
Do not use a comma to separate the items in a series of two. 
 

Ex: I like Laurel and Hardy. 
 

• British comedian Stephen Mangan started out studying law, then switched to serious 
acting, and finally started performing comic roles. He read many, many biographies of 
theatrical actors such as Ellen Terry, John Gielgud, Laurence Olivier, Henry Irving, etc., and 
he says, “As a 16-year-old, all I wanted was to be living in digs in Darlington, heading off to do 
the matinee of Charley’s Aunt.” But he instead studied law, although at school he was around 
many, many “people who flipped their capes over their shoulders and said, ‘I’m going to become 
an actor.’” Still, when he graduated, he was too afraid to take a chance on theater, and he says 
that it seemed that he would become “a disgruntled lawyer, a slightly bitter bloke with the 
world’s largest theatrical biography collection.” However, his mother died from cancer at age 45, 
and Mr. Mangan’s priorities immediately changed. “From that moment, I heard the clock 
ticking,” he says. “You think, God, if that’s how long I’ve got, why not try and do it?” He tried 
it, and he succeeded at it. 

 
Note: This is a series of three clauses: 1) started out studying law, 2) switched to serious 

acting, and 3) finally started performing comic roles. 
 

• As a struggling, impoverished comedian early in his career, Jackie Gleason and some 
comedian friends found ways to survive. One thing that they would do was to go to a café and 
order a meal that one of them paid for. Whoever paid for the meal got the entrée. The others ate 
the potato, the salad, and the dessert, if there was one. They also went to the Automat, got hot 
water for free, then added packets of ketchup, Tabasco sauce, A-1 steak sauce, and salt and 
pepper to create something that resembled tomato soup. In addition, they sometimes ate the rolls 
or bread that a diner left behind. Another trick was to sleep through breakfast. When you’re 
sleeping, you’re not hungry. Even later, during his first marriage, things were bad. One February 
day in 1937, Mr. Gleason got hold of several brochures advertising a one-cent sale. As an 
advertising gimmick, each brochure had a penny glued to it. Mr. Gleason tore off all the pennies 
so that he and his wife could buy sandwiches. 

 
• When comedian Steve Allen was a teenager, he ran away from home. Very quickly, he 

began to steal, to beg, and to eat garbage. Mr. Allen writes about finding a discarded can of 
pork and beans along a road. The can contained several ants and a few beans, but Mr. Allen 
shook the ants out of the can and enjoyed eating what was left of the beans. 
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Use a Comma or Commas to Set Off Parenthetical Elements 
 

Set off parenthetical elements with commas. 
 

She, however, is not afraid of them. 
 
She, on the other hand, is not afraid of them. 
 
We see, though, that she is small. 
 

• As a small boy, Wally Cox owned a cat that was smarter than he was and smarter than the 
adult humans in his household. For example, like all house pets, this cat would sometimes be 
accidentally shut in a room with all the doors and windows closed. When that happened, the cat 
would meow, then wait. If that didn’t bring a human running to let the cat out of the room, then 
the cat would knock something small off a shelf or table onto the floor, then wait. If that didn’t 
bring a human running to let the cat out of the room, then the cat would knock something large 
off a shelf or table onto the floor, then wait. The bigger items made lots of noise, and soon a 
human would come running to let the cat out of the room. Once the cat was shut in the basement 
with lots of canning jars. This time, however, the humans thought that they would train the cat. 
No matter how many jars of canned goods the cat knocked onto the floor, the humans would 
NOT come running to let the cat out of the basement. The cat knocked a canning jar onto the 
floor, then another, and then another—until 32 canning jars were on the floor. The humans 
remained resolute, and did not come running to let the cat out of the basement. Then a truly 
major racket exploded in the basement, and the humans came running and opened the door to the 
basement. The cat came out of the basement—objective achieved—and walked haughtily away. 
This is what had happened. An ironing board was at the top of the basement stairs, and the cat 
had managed to knock it over so that it crashed down the basement stairs. After that experience, 
the humans were properly trained. Whenever the cat needed to be let out of a room or the 
basement, the humans came running—quickly. 

 
• Chico Marx loved to gamble, and he gambled all of his money away. His famous brother 

Harpo, however, managed to save much of his earnings. Once, Chico was asked how much 
money he had lost gambling. He replied, “Find out how much Harpo has. That’s how much I’ve 
lost!” 

 
• In Stamford (Connecticut) High School, actor Bob Crane was a joker. He would go into his 

girlfriend’s typing class and pretend he was a member of the class, although it was a female-only 
class. In addition, before playing Colonel Robert Hogan on TV’s Hogan’s Heroes, Mr. Crane 
had been an irreverent radio show host who frequently made fun of his sponsors. While playing a 
commercial for cigarettes, for example, he would also play a recording of a man coughing, and 
while playing a commercial for an airline, he would also play a recording of an airplane with a 
sputtering engine. 
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Use Commas or Other Punctuation to Set Off Speaker Tags 
 

Set off speaker tags with a comma or other punctuation. 
 
Speaker tags are short phrases such as “he said” or “she replied” or “David yelled” or “Sally 
asked.” 
 

Bill asked, “How are you?” 
Sally replied, “I am well.” 
 

Note: These sentences are also correct. 
 
“How are you?” Bill asked. 
“What time is it?” the stranger asked. 
“Help!” he shouted. 

 
• When Walter Slezak decided to become an actor, he went to Berlin with a letter of 

introduction to a famous and much-married actor named Paul Wegener. Because Mr. Slezak 
knew that actors sleep late, he arrived at Mr. Wegener’s house at 12:30 p.m. At 3 p.m. Mr. 
Wegener got out of bed with a hangover. After learning that Mr. Slezak wanted his advice, Mr. 
Wegener replied, “I have good advice for you, real good advice—DON’T EVER MARRY.” 
Mr. Slezak quickly left. 

 
• Author G.K. Chesterton delivered some proofs to his editor one night. From his bag he 

pulled out his corrected proofs—and a bottle of port and two glasses. Unfortunately, his editor 
confessed that he did not drink alcohol. Shocked, Mr. Chesterton said, “Good heavens! Give 
me back my proofs!” 

 
• Stan Laurel was funny in his old age. At a stationery story, a man kind of recognized him, 

saying, “Aren’t you…,” but the man was unable to come up with a name, so Mr. Laurel 
suggested a name: “Oliver Hardy.” The man replied, “Right. Whatever happened to Laurel?” 
Mr. Laurel sadly replied, “Oh, he went balmy.” 

 
• A man once went into his small daughter’s bedroom and asked, “Are you going to say your 

prayers?” She said, “I’m saying them.” The father then said, “I can’t hear you,” and his 
daughter replied, “I’m not talking to you.” 

 
• Juliette Gordon Low, founder of the Girls Scouts in 1912, had a deaf ear that she put to very 

good use. She once approached Rose Kerr about founding a group of Girl Guides in England. 
Ms. Kerr protested, “I cannot possibly do it. I have no time. I do not live in London. I am no 
good with girls.” Ms. Low, with her deaf ear turned toward Ms. Kerr, replied, “Then it is 
settled. The next meeting is on Thursday, and I have told them that you will take it.” Ms. Kerr 
took the meeting and started the new troop of Girl Guides. 
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Use Commas or Other Punctuation to Set Off Speaker Tags 
 

Set off speaker tags with a comma or other punctuation. 
 
Speaker tags are short phrases such as “he said” or “she replied” or “David yelled” or “Sally 
asked.” 
 

Bill asked, “How are you?” 
Sally replied, “I am well.” 
 

Note: These sentences are also correct. 
 
“How are you?” Bill asked. 
“What time is it?” the stranger asked. 
“Help!” he shouted. 

 
• At one time, newspaper reporters used to drink—a lot. During one drinking session, Paul 

Galloway, reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times, became perturbed—make that very perturbed—
about something that editor Jim Hoge had perpetrated. Mr. Galloway became so perturbed that 
he decided to do something about his perturbation, so he went back to the Sun-Times offices, 
picked up a chair, and threw it as hard as he could at the window of Mr. Hoge’s office. Big 
mistake. Mr. Galloway recounted later, “Something I had not foreseen was that the window 
was made of Plexiglas. The chair bounced back and almost hit me.” Mr. Hoge was not present at 
the time, and he need not ever have become aware of the event, but Mr. Galloway was still 
perturbed, so he insisted that the City Desk log the event, although the City Desk assistant 
advised him, “Forget it, Paul.” The next morning, Mr. Hoge was at his desk, and he perused the 
log, as was his custom. He also called Mr. Galloway, who now regretted having insisted that his 
action of the previous night be logged, into his office. Mr. Hoge said to Mr. Galloway, “So, 
Paul, I understand you have a problem with our interior decoration.” Mr. Galloway replied, 
“No, sir! I find it excellent! Nothing whatsoever wrong with it! Enviable, in fact!” Mr. Galloway 
was a very good writer, and Mr. Hoge was a very good editor, and very good editors realize that 
very good writers can occasionally disagree with very good editors, and so Mr. Hoge said, “I’m 
relieved. Now get back to work.” Another of Mr. Galloway’s stories is about the time—2 a.m.—
he was standing guard in the Army. His Major sneaked up behind him and said to him, very 
clearly and loudly, “Sheep.” Mr. Galloway was puzzled by the word, but he stood at attention 
and said, “Yes, sir.” The major again said, very clearly and louder than before, “SHEEP!” 
Mr. Galloway realized that, of course, the Major must be under a great deal of pressure and 
therefore his mind had snapped, but he again said, “Yes, sir.” The Major, clearly angry, told 
him, “Don’t you ‘yes, sir’ me! Sheep! SHEEP!” Mr. Galloway said, “Would you like me to get 
you a sheep, sir? I will get you a sheep as soon as I’m off watch.” The Major shouted, “NO! 
YOU’RE A MORON! I DON’T WANT A SHEEP!” Mr. Galloway asked, “What would you 
like, sir?” The Major shouted, “I WOULD LIKE THE GODD*MNED PASSWORD!” 
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Use a Comma and a Conjunction to Separate Two Independent Clauses 
 

An independent clause is a clause that can be correctly punctuated as a complete sentence. 
 

Ex: I like this, and she likes that. 
 

Note: The comma goes before the conjunction (the connecting word). 
 

• When the pet cat of Naomi, the daughter of horror writer Stephen King, was run over, she 
was very upset, so the family held a funeral for the cat. Mr. King’s imagination began to 
work, and he wondered what would happen if a cat—or a human being—were to come 
back to life. The novel he wrote based on his speculations got its title from a sign his children 
had put up: “Pets Sematary.” 

 
• One author who loved his cat was Edward Lear, writer of nonsense verse. His cat was 

named Foss, and Mr. Lear so loved Foss that in 1881 when he had a new villa built in San 
Remo, Italy, he had it built exactly like the old villa that he was moving away from. That way, 
Foss would feel right at home. 

 
• Garry Moore and Jimmy Durante worked together in radio. They were both comedians, 

and Mr. Moore was Mr. Durante’s chief writer. For one show, Mr. Moore wrote a 
malapropism for Mr. Durante: “It’s a catastastrope!” He also told Mr. Durante, “You know, 
Jimmy, if you don’t mispronounce this, we won’t get a laugh.” Mr. Durante thought for a 
moment, then replied, “Yeah. Educate me, and we’ll both be out of a job.” 

 
• Charlie Chaplin was widely imitated. One day, he was watching one of his imitators on a 

street in New York when a small boy pushed him. Mr. Chaplin asked him, “What’s the matter?” 
The small boy said, “Oh, git outa me way. I wanta see Charlie Chaplin. Whada you care about 
seein’ him? Youse guys always gets in a kid’s way.” On another occasion, Mr. Chaplin had 
finished shooting a scene in an alley. The people he was working with left, but Mr. Chaplin 
stayed because he wanted to watch some crap-shooting newsboys. A police officer came by 
and wanted to run Mr. Chaplin off, but Mr. Chaplin protested, “I’m Charlie Chaplin, and I’ve 
been working here!” The police officer replied, “You Charlie Chaplin! Huh, I guess I know 
Charlie Chaplin when I see him. You’re just one of his bum imitators. Get out!” 

 
• Pop artist Andy Warhol knew many wild and crazy people. A woman visitor to his factory 

once asked if she could shoot some of his art. Assuming that she wanted to use a camera to shoot 
some photographs of his art, he gave her permission. She then pulled out a small gun and shot a 
bullet through some of his paintings of Marilyn Monroe. Andy was surprised by the woman’s 
action, but he repaired the paintings and sold them with the new titles Shot Red Marilyn 
and Shot Blue Marilyn. 
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How Do I Use Complement and Compliment? 
 
The verb “complement” means “goes together with.”  
 
The verb “compliment” means “make a flattering remark about someone or something.” 
 
The noun “compliment” means “a flattering remark.” 
 
The adjective “complimentary” means “free,” as in “with my compliments!” 
 

• A married couple was having difficulties in their marriage, and so the husband consulted a 
lawyer to arrange for a divorce. The lawyer agreed to put together the necessary papers for the 
divorce within a month’s time, but he told the husband that the man’s wife would be very upset 
because of the divorce. Therefore, to cut down on the wife’s pain, the lawyer made the husband 
promise to buy his wife a gift every day and to compliment her every day. A month later, the 
husband stopped by the lawyer’s office to say that he wouldn’t need a divorce now because he and 
his wife were getting along a lot better. He also asked the lawyer how much he owed him for 
putting together the divorce papers. “Don’t worry about it,” the lawyer said. “I’ve been busy, so I 
didn’t have time to put them together. Besides, I had the feeling that if you followed my advice 
you wouldn’t need them.” 

 
• In 1931, several Italian opera singers sailed to the Colon in Buenos Aires. Among the 

singers were baritone Titta Ruffo and tenor Galliano Masini. Perhaps expecting a compliment, 
Mr. Masini asked Mr. Ruffo, “After Caruso, who is the world’s greatest tenor?” However, he did 
not receive a compliment. Instead, Mr. Ruffo replied, “One fart from Caruso would drown out 
all the tenors active today.” 

 
• A bad review can give birth to a good joke. David Woods and Jon Haynes make up the 

anarchic theatrical group known as Ridiculusmus, although it used to have more members. In 
1993, critic John O’Mahony was very impressed with Mr. Woods, and he wrote about him, “He 
transforms every bit-part into a central character, while showing up the paucity of talent in the 
rest of the group.” For years after the review appeared, whenever Mr. O’Mahony saw the group, 
Mr. Woods would be genial—but nervous—and the other members of the group would glower at 
Mr. O’Mahony and hiss at him. By the way, that the group now consists of just two people has 
nothing to do with Mr. O’Mahony’s review. The two remaining members do work well together. 
Mr. Woods says, “I think we complement each other.” Mr. Haynes adds, “Some like his 
exuberance. Others prefer my intensity. And a lot don’t like either of us.” At the very beginning 
of their careers, they had a comedy venue called the Tomato Club. They invited bad comedians 
to perform, and they gave audience members overripe tomatoes to throw at the bad comedians. 
With good reason, Mr. Haynes is concerned about critical notices, “Critical success would upset 
our equilibrium. Who can we bribe at the [British newspaper] Guardian to give us a one-star 
review?” 
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Use a Dash or Dashes for an Abrupt Break in the  
Flow of a Sentence or Dialogue 

 
Dashes are also used for emphasis. 
 

• Jerry Spinelli, the author of Maniac Magee and Stargirl, gets interesting letters. A boy once 
wrote to invite Mr. Spinelli to visit his school so he could meet the school’s pet duck. One year 
later, the boy again wrote Mr. Spinelli to visit his school so he could meet the school’s pet 
duck—but to hurry because the pet duck was getting old. 

 
• Jean Shepherd created a hoax by telling his radio listeners to go into bookstores and ask for 

the novel I, Libertine by Frederick R. Ewing—neither the novel nor the author existed. So 
many people asked for the novel that bookstores wanted to carry it and therefore publishers 
wanted to publish it. Mr. Shepherd created a synopsis of the book, and science-fiction author 
Theodore Sturgeon wrote the book from that synopsis. Ballantine Books published it in 1956. 

 
• Comedian Richard Pryor had an understanding teacher named Miss Marguerite Yingst 

when he was in the 6th grade. He often came to school late, and she made a deal with him. If he 
came to school on time each day for a week, she would let him get in front of the class and 
perform for 10 minutes Friday afternoon. She remembers, “It was great for Richard. The other 
pupils loved him. And Richard kept his promise—got to school on time.” 

 
• Veruca Salt’s Louise Post remembers prejudice at a country club in the suburbs of St. Louis 

when she was growing up. One of her cousins brought a three-year-old black kid as a guest, and 
the country club officials made the black kid leave. Ms. Post’s family resigned from the country 
club. People and institutions can change for the better. Ten years later, Ms. Post was in a Rhythm 
and Blues band that played at the same country club—she was the band’s only white member. 
She says, “It felt really good to return there with that band and be paid to play.” 

 
• Lionel Hampton, a black man, often performed with Benny Goodman, a white man. Mr. 

Goodman often invited Mr. Hampton to ride in his car with him—at a time when taxis often 
did not pick up black passengers. Mr. Goodman also once threatened to “bust the head” of a 
racist who was directing hate speech at Mr. Hampton. 

 
• Theatrical impresario Florenz “Flo” Ziegfeld knew how to get publicity. One of his first 

stars was French singer Anna Held. Word leaked out to the newspapers that Mr. Ziegfeld was 
being sued because he had failed to pay his milk bill. Word also leaked out that Mr. Ziegfeld was 
buying so much milk that it took six cows to provide his daily order. Enterprising reporters 
investigated, and they heard that Ms. Held was taking baths in the milk! This provided much 
publicity that helped make French star Anna Held a star in the United States. Of course, this was 
just a publicity stunt. Ms. Held did not take baths in milk—doing that would have made her 
sticky! Mr. Ziegfeld did not buy that much milk, and he paid a milk dealer to sue him. 
Playwright Max Marcin had read about ancient Roman milk baths, and Mr. Ziegfeld paid him 
$250 for the idea of the publicity stunt. 
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Use Adjective-Forming Hyphens When Combining Two or More Words to 
Form an Adjective That Appears Before the Word It Modifies 

 
When you combine two or more words to form an adjective that appears before the noun it 
modifies, use hyphens to connect the adjective-forming words together. 

 
• Some people find unusual ways to die. William S. Burroughs, author of Naked Lunch, 

married a woman to help her escape from the Nazis. She worked for a playwright named Ernst 
Toller, and she always returned promptly from lunch at 1 p.m. However, one day she met and 
spoke to a fellow refugee she knew and so she arrived back from lunch 10 minutes late and 
discovered that Mr. Toller had hung himself. It turned out that he had attempted suicide at other 
times, but he had always been careful to do so at a time and place where he knew that someone 
would rescue him. Because Mrs. Burroughs arrived 10 minutes late from her lunch, he succeeded 
this time in killing himself. OK, that is morbid, but this is cool (and it’s about life): Mr. 
Burroughs is well aware that children find it easy to pick up languages. When he was living in 
Mexico, he would speak to a shopkeeper, who would then ask Mr. Burroughs’ four-year-old 
son, “What did he say?” And his four-year-old son would tell the shopkeeper, in Spanish, what 
his father had said. 

 
• Bob Ferguson owned a shoe-repair shop in Akron, Ohio, and his shop was notable for its 

window displays. When a friend suggested that he put a bunny in the window for Easter, Mr. 
Ferguson displayed a mannequin dressed as a Playboy Bunny. 

 
• When Chris Rock was still early in his career as a stand-up comedian, his father asked him 

how good he was. Chris replied, “I’m one of the best in the country.” His father knew him well, 
and he knew that Chris was not lying. 

 
• Early in her career—basically before she had a career and while she was still a housewife—

Phyllis Diller did a show at the Alameda Naval Air Station, where she was a hit and for which 
her pay was a 30-pound live turkey. She left it tied outside her apartment that night, and the 
next morning a couple who lived near her made her an offer: “We’re farm people, so we’ll kill it 
and share it with you.” Ms. Diller accepted the offer, and each family got 15 pounds of turkey. 

 
• Actor Elliott Gould was friends with comedian Groucho Marx when Groucho was old. 

Groucho, of course, insulted friends as well as enemies. Once, Mr. Gould replaced a burned-out 
light bulb over Groucho’s bed, and Groucho told him, “That’s the best acting I’ve ever seen you 
do.” Mr. Elliott considers that “the best review I’ve ever had and probably will ever have.” The 
two men really were close—Groucho even let Mr. Elliott shave him with an electric razor. 
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How Do I Use It’s and Its? 
 

its = the possessive form of it 
 

Ex: The dog played with its rawhide bone. 
Ex: The fox left its burrow. 
 

it’s = the contraction of it is 
 

Ex: It’s raining. 
Ex: It’s the day before my paper is due. 
 

its’ = ? 
 

Its’ is not a word. An apostrophe should never follow its. 
 

• Freddie Fox, a stutterer, wrote comedy for Bob Hope. Mr. Hope formed the habit of calling 
Mr. Fox at all hours for jokes, and Mr. Fox got tired of this habit. On the telephone, Mr. Fox 
said, “Bbbbob, you ttttake your jjjjob and ssssh ….” Mr. Hope said, “It’s OK, Fred; I get the 
idea,” then hung up. 

 
• Long after playing John Steed in The Avengers, actor Patrick Macnee was vacationing in 
California, where an elderly woman offered him a drive. Upon arrival, the elderly woman ran her 
fingers through his hair, pushed a button that lowered the backs of their seats, then, as Mr. 
Macnee writes, “She proceeded to behave with great mischief.” Afterward, Mr. Macnee was 
relaxing when someone pointed a gun at him through the car window. His naked partner looked 
up and said, “Good evening, officer. How can I help you?” The police officer withdrew his gun, 
then told his partner, “Relax, Al. It’s only a couple of oldies having a final fling.” 
 

• Comedian Jack Carter is compulsive about certain things. For example, he dusts frequently 
and runs the vacuum, making sure his house is clean. In addition, he checks to see what kind of 
china he’s eating from whenever he eats out or at a friend’s. Once, he was Lucille Ball’s guest. 
Lucy knew of his compulsion, so when Mr. Carter lifted the plate to look at its bottom and see 
what kind it was, he found a note from Lucy: “You schmuck, it’s Wedgewood.” 

 
• Comedian Red Skelton did anything for a laugh. At the Brown Derby restaurant, he once 

took off his necktie, cut it into little pieces, put it in his Caesar salad, and ate it. By the way, 
Universal Studios once called all its stars together for an end-of-the-year photograph. Mr. 
Skelton arrived late. Instead of apologizing, he stood on a chair, and announced to the stars, 
“You can all go home now—the part’s been casted.” 
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Use Italics for Emphasis 
 

If you wish to emphasize a word or to show that a person emphasized a word in dialogue, 
italicize that word. 
 

• In 1959, Mel Brooks, before he became really famous, attended a wrap party at a restaurant 
for the movie Happy Anniversary, in which his friend Carl Reiner appeared. Also eating at the 
restaurant, across the room, was playwright Moss Hart, whom Mr. Brooks recognized. Mr. 
Brooks approached Mr. Hart, loudly saying, “Hello. You don’t know who I am. My name is Mel 
Brooks. Do you know who you are? Your name is Moss Hart. Do you know what you’ve 
written? You wrote Once in a Lifetime with George Kaufman and You Can’t Take It with You 
and The Man Who Came to Dinner. You wrote Lady in the Dark and you directed My Fair 
Lady.” Mr. Brooks continued naming all the things that Mr. Hart had accomplished during his 
life. Then he grew louder, “You should be arrogant! You have earned the right to be 
supercilious! WHY ARE YOU LETTING ME TALK TO YOU?” 

 
• Actor Douglas Fairbanks enjoyed telling this story about a chaplain taking part in an 

amateur theatrical production in England. In the play, the chaplain was supposed to get shot and 
say, “My God! He has shot me!” However, the chaplain objected to saying “My God!” and 
instead proposed that he say, “My Goodness!” This was agreed to. On the night the play was to 
be given, at the last minute the property man did his bit for realism. He inserted a very ripe 
raspberry into the barrel of the villain’s revolver, so it would create what would look like a 
bloodstain when the gun was fired. The play went on, the villain shot the chaplain, and the 
chaplain said, “My Goodness! He has shot me!” Then, noticing the raspberry “bloodstain” on his 
chest, the chaplain exclaimed, “My God! He has shot me!” 

 
• On October 18, 1981, Wake Forest was playing Maryland in football. A rainstorm knocked 

out the telephone lines, so Assistant Maryland Coach Jerry Eisman, who was in the press box, 
started communicating with his bench by walkie-talkie. Suddenly, a voice came over the walkie-
talkie: “Get off! This is a police emergency frequency.” Mr. Eisman replied, “This is an 
emergency—it’s third down!” 
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Use Italics for Foreign Words 
 

Put foreign words in italics. 
 

• In the old days, people believed in the healing powers of kemeiyot—religious texts written 
on parchment. One person who felt that this practice was a superstition was Rabbi Yechezkel 
Landau, who only once gave a kemeiyah to an ill woman. Convinced that she was dying, the 
woman was wasting away for no apparent reason. Because the ill woman believed that only a 
kemeiyah from the rabbi could save her, Rabbi Landau obtained a piece of blank parchment, 
then rolled it up in a cloth. He then gave it to the woman’s husband, telling him to tell his wife to 
wear the cloth around her neck for 30 days, then unwrap it and look at the parchment. If there 
was no writing on the parchment, that meant that she would be cured. The woman followed the 
Rabbi’s orders; after 30 days, she looked at the parchment, saw no writing on it, and immediately 
began to get better. Soon she was healthy again. 

 
• Violinist Josef Gingold once found himself in an elevator with an elderly Arturo Toscanini, 

who was carrying and studying the score of Beethoven’s Eroica, which he would rehearse that 
day. Mr. Toscanini told Mr. Gingold, “Caro, I’ve studied 55 years this symphony, but is always 
possible, eh, that I could forget about one sforzando.” 

 
• Jacques d’Amboise studied ballet as a child after school. Unfortunately, he sometimes got 

into trouble at school and for punishment had to stay after school—until his mother requested of 
the nuns at his Catholic school that they not detain him because of his ballet lessons. This, 
however, led to a problem. Instead of serving detention, young Jacques would be excused with 
this public announcement that embarrassed him but amused the other truants: “Mr. d’Amboise is 
excused now to take his ballet lesson.” The first time he danced in public was equally 
embarrassing. He danced at his school, and he says, “I tried to do as many pirouettes and 
entrechats as I could.” Unfortunately, he was concentrating so hard on these acrobatic dance 
feats that he was totally unaware until the dance was over that he had split his pants. 
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How Do I Use Lie and Lay? 
 

Lay: Lay is a verb that means to put something or to place something. Lay needs a direct object. 
 
 Ex: Lay the book on the table. 
 
Lie: Lie is a verb that means to rest on a surface or to recline on a surface. Lie does not need a 

direct object. 
 
 Ex: You have a fever, so lie down and rest. 

 
Lay: Lay is also the past tense of lie. 
 

Ex: Last night, she lay in bed. 
 

• Edmund Gwenn won an Oscar playing Santa Claus in the movie Miracle on 34th Street. As 
Mr. Gwenn lay dying, Jack Lemmon visited him and asked if dying was hard. Mr. Gwenn 
replied, “Oh, it’s hard, very hard indeed. But not as hard as doing comedy.” 

 
• Ludwig van Beethoven was a true original. He had a terrible temper, and he once dumped a 

dish of veal and gravy over a waiter’s head. In his old age, Beethoven was hard on pianos. As he 
grew deafer, he pounded on the piano keys harder, trying to hear the piano and breaking its 
strings. And according to Anselm Hüttenbrenner, as Beethoven lay dying in 1827, a storm arose. 
Beethoven came out of his coma and shook his fist at the heavens. Following a flash of lightning 
and a clap of thunder, he died. 

 
• Young dancer Alicia Alonso had two operations on her eyes to repair detached retinas, 

forcing her to lie still for months until the physicians allowed her to get up from bed. As she lay 
in bed, she practiced dancing using only her fingers, moving them as she visualized the movements 
of the dancers in such ballets as Giselle. When she finally got out of bed, she was unable to stand 
by herself, but she got herself in shape again and became a world-famous ballerina. 

 
• The late Monty Python member Graham Chapman once appeared on a TV talk show, in 

which he discussed his homosexuality. A viewer wrote in to the talk show, enclosing in her letter 
some prayers for Chapman’s soul, as well as the biblical quotation, “If a man lie with another he 
shall be taken out and killed.” Python leader Eric Idle read the viewer’s letter, then wrote her in 
reply, “We’ve taken him out and killed him!” (Fortunately, not all Christians are against 
homosexuals. Many Christians are loving people—as they should be.) 
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How Do I Use Lose and Loose? 
 
Lose is the opposite of win, and the opposite of find. 
 
Loose is the opposite of tight, and the opposite of tied up or restrained. 
 
 

• Children’s book writer Phyllis Reynolds Naylor did a lot of writing when she was young, and 
she illustrated the stories she wrote. When she learned to draw lace, suddenly the heroines of her 
stories began to lose their clothing so young Phyllis could draw their lacy underwear. On another 
occasion, her mother explained the facts of life to her, and so young Phyllis wrote a “Manual for 
Pregnant Women,” complete with her own drawings. After she showed the book to her mother, 
the book turned up missing. 

 
• Barry Bonds’ father, professional baseball player Bobby Bonds, taught him many things. 

For example, he taught him competitiveness by playing pool with him at home. The winner of 
the game would get candy, while the loser had to do push-ups. Barry says, “When I played with 
my dad, he was such a competitor—he couldn’t lose.” In addition, Bobby taught his son not to 
lower himself in reaction to racists. When Barry was young, occasionally he got into fights with 
white boys who disliked him because of his color. One day, young Barry came home and told his 
father, “I don’t like white people right now.” Bobby told him, “Don’t ever come in my house like 
that again. Be proud of who you are. Do not allow their stupidity to make you stupid.” 

 
• French actor Françoise-Joseph Talma took his art seriously. Even when he was near death 

due to severe illness, he hoped to return to the stage. Mr. Talma had lost much weight, and his 
skin hung loosely on his body; however, when his friend Alexandre Dumas visited him, Mr. 
Talma touched the loose skin on his own cheeks and said, “What a truthful air this will give to 
the role of the aged Tiberius.” 

 
• Vince Lombardi was a great high school football coach before he became a great 

professional football coach. His St. Cecilia Saints, a Catholic team, won 25 games in a row 
before being held to a 0-0 tie by rival Union Hill. After the game, Mr. Lombardi and his wife met 
superfan and nun Sister Baptista. All of them were crying. Mrs. Lombardi said, “We didn’t lose 
the game.” Mr. Lombardi said, “But we didn’t win.” And according to Mrs. Lombardi, “Then we 
started crying all over again.” 

 
• Sometimes, nurses ask silly questions. When Quaker humorist Tom Mullen was in a 

hospital, he was standing up when he suddenly felt dizzy. He managed to buzz the nurses’ station 
before he passed out, and when the nurse arrived, he was lying on the floor, semi-conscious, 
trying to get up. The nurse looked down at him, then asked, “May I help you?” Mr. Mullen 
wishes today that he had been conscious enough to reply, “No, I’m just crawling about at 2 a.m. 
looking for loose change.” 
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How Do I Use Lose and Loose? 
 
Lose is the opposite of win, and the opposite of find. 
 
Loose is the opposite of tight, and the opposite of tied up or restrained. 
 

• During World War II, Alexandra Danilova set sail for South America. During the voyage, 
she was shocked to see that a group of naval officers were drinking—of all things—milk! 
Immediately, she went to the officers and told them, “You can lose the war drinking milk. You 
must drink vodka.” She then ordered a bottle of vodka for the officers, who responded by 
ordering a bottle of champagne for her. 

 
• Too often, Hollywood has stereotyped actors and actresses, sometimes because of their 

ethnicity. Anna May Wong played many, many Oriental stereotypes in the 1930s, something she 
disliked. So, of course, did other actors and actresses with Oriental features (or makeup that 
made them appear Oriental). Once, Ms. Wong said, “Why is it that the screen Chinese is nearly 
always the villain? And so crude a villain. Murderous, treacherous, a snake in the grass. We are 
not like that. How should we be, with a civilization that is so many times older than that of the 
west?” In 1960, after appearing seldom in movies for two decades, she played Lana Turner’s 
housekeeper in Portrait in Black. Again, the stereotypes came out, this time from the publicity 
department, which explained Ms. Wong’s long absence from the screen by passing along a 
proverb that supposedly had been taught to Ms. Wong by her mother, “Don’t be photographed 
too much or you’ll lose your soul.” Ms. Wong’s own explanation was this: “I was so tired of the 
parts I had to play.” 

 
• In early 2008, truck drivers protested $4-per-gallon diesel fuel costs by slowing down or 

blocking freeway traffic. For example, on the New Jersey Turnpike, trucks crawled along at 20 
miles per hour. Near Chicago, they drove with three trucks side by side by side to block traffic, 
then they slowed down—way down. Similar slow-downs occurred elsewhere in the United 
States. Many of these activists were owner-operators who can’t make a profit when diesel fuel 
costs $4 per gallon. Some of them can’t make the payments on their trucks, which are foreclosed 
by the banks. Maine trucker Donald Hayden lost three trucks when Daimler-Chrysler 
repossessed them. To make a point, he surrendered the trucks publicly so that other people would 
know what is happening: He parked them in front of the statehouse in Augusta, Maine, because 
as he points out, “Repossession is something people don’t usually see.” The Daimler-Chrysler 
representative repossessing the trucks said, “I don’t see why you couldn’t make the payments.” 
Mr. Hayden replied, “See, I have to pay for fuel and food, and I’ve eaten too many meals in my 
life to give that up.” Author Barbara Ehrenreich thinks that making repossession public is a good 
idea, as it makes people aware of what is going on. In her blog, she writes, “Suppose 
homeowners were to start making their foreclosures into public events—inviting the neighbors 
and the press, at least getting someone to camcord the children sitting disconsolately on the steps 
and the furniture spread out on the lawn. Maybe, for a nice dramatic touch, have the neighbors 
shower the bankers, when they arrive, with dollar bills and loose change, since those bankers 
never can seem to get enough.” 
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Where do Periods Go When I Use Parentheses? 
 
 

If a complete sentence is INside the parentheses, then put the period INside the parentheses. 
 

• In 1939, May Wale Brown left Austria to come to New York City to be with her two 
brothers. She arrived on Thanksgiving Day, and of course the big Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade was being held. Her brothers, who loved to tease her, told her that they had arranged the 
parade in order to welcome her to America. (Later, Ms. Brown became a Hollywood script 
supervisor.) 

 
• Novelist Walter Tevis (author of The Hustler, The Color of Money, and The Man Who Fell 

to Earth) lived in many places in the United States, ending up in New York City. When people 
asked where he was from, he would give a different answer according to the day of the week. 
When asked on Tuesdays and Thursdays, he answered Kentucky. On Wednesdays and Fridays, 
he answered California. On the weekends, he answered Ohio. (Apparently, Mondays were a 
wild card day.) 

 
 
If a complete sentence is NOT inside the parentheses, then put the period OUTside the 
parentheses. 
 

• Comedian Buster Keaton spent exactly one day in school. At age six, he was already a 
veteran comedian in vaudeville, thanks to his vaudevillian parents, and he treated school simply 
as another stage on which to make other people laugh. After disrupting the taking of attendance, 
the teaching of geography, and the teaching of grammar, he was sent to the principal, who sent 
Buster back home to his parents with a note pleading with them to keep Buster at home. His 
parents thought the note was funny, and his mother started teaching Buster at home (and 
on the road, since they continued their vaudeville act). 

 
• Back when John Sentamu, the Archbishop of York, was the vicar of Holy Trinity 

Church, he recognized the importance of education (as he still does). He says that “it was 
clear to me that if we did not tackle education, we were going to be in real difficulty.” And he — 
and the teachers, and the parents — did tackle education. In 2006, a young man whom he had 
known 18 or 19 years ago came up to him and asked, “Do you remember me, sir?” However, it 
had been so long ago and the young man had changed so much from when he was a boy that 
John Sentamu did not recognize the young man, who gave him a hint: “You came and pulled me 
out of bed when you were chair of governors, and told me I must go to school.” John Sentamu 
said, “OK, I remember you now. What are you doing?” The young man replied, “I’m a lecturer 
in physics.” John Sentamu says about this encounter, “I suddenly realized that we can make a 
difference.” 
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How Do I Use Principal and Principle? 
 

Principal: the head of a high school or an elementary school (noun); chief or foremost in 
importance (adjective) 
 

Ex: The school principal is a pal. 
 
Principle: a basic truth, a rule, a standard, a moral standard 
 
 Ex: The principles of economics are difficult to understand. 

 
• When Pierre Monteux was in his eighties, he signed a contract that made him principal 

conductor of the London Symphony Orchestra for the next 25 years—but he insisted that the 
contract include an option allowing him to conduct for an additional 25 years. 

 
• Quite often people challenge books by Judy Blume; this means that people request that 

Judy’s books be removed from libraries so that people cannot read them. Sometimes, these 
challenges result in her books being banned. At one school where her books were banned, 
students protested by wearing at school buttons that said, “Judy Blume for Principal” and “Judy 
Blume for President.” By the way, when Judy’s son and daughter were in elementary school, 
their mother’s book Are You There, God? It’s Me, Margaret was banned from the school library. 

 
• Comedian Buster Keaton spent exactly one day in school. At age six, he was already a 

veteran comedian in vaudeville, thanks to his vaudevillian parents, and he treated school simply 
as another stage on which to make other people laugh. After disrupting the taking of attendance, 
the teaching of geography, and the teaching of grammar, he was sent to the principal, who sent 
Buster back home to his parents with a note pleading with them to keep Buster at home. His 
parents thought the note was funny, and his mother started teaching Buster at home (and on the 
road, since they continued their vaudeville act). 

 
• Aristides de Sousa Mendes, the Portuguese Consul-General in Bordeaux, rescued thousands 

of Jews from the Holocaust by directly disobeying his country’s orders and giving visas to Jews 
so that they could escape to freedom. A devout Roman Catholic, Mr. Mendes knew that he was 
risking his career, his reputation, and his own money by rescuing Jews. However, he said, “I 
cannot allow these people to die. Our constitution says that the religion or the politics of a 
foreigner shall not be used to deny refuge in Portugal. I have decided to follow this principle. 
Even if I am discharged, I can only act as a Christian, as my conscience tells me. If I am 
disobeying orders, I would rather be with God against men than with men against God.” The 
Jews used the Portuguese visas to escape to neutral Spain. 
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Use Quotation Marks for Dialogue 
 

When you quote word for word what a person says, enclose that person’s words in quotation 
marks. 
 

• Hector Gray visited his friend, ventriloquist Ray Scott, who was dying of throat cancer, on 
his deathbed. After the visit, Mr. Gray said, “Good night. I’ll see you tomorrow.” Mr. Scott 
replied, “Perhaps you will, but I won’t be seeing you.” Mr. Scott was right—he died during 
the night. 

 
• Russell Johnson, who played the Professor on Gilligan’s Island, had the hardest lines to 

learn because so much of what he said was explaining how he was able to use science to do such 
things as recharge batteries with nothing more than seawater and various metals. Bob Denver, 
who played Gilligan, once asked Mr. Johnson how he was able to learn his lines. The 
explanation was simple, although the work involved was not. Mr. Johnson spent hours reading 
the encyclopedia so he could understand what he was saying. The hours of reading paid off—he 
seldom blew his lines. (But on the rare occasions he did, his fellow castmembers were ready to 
tease him by saying such things as “Gee, Russ, can’t you learn the stupid lines!”) 

 
• As a child, American artist Sam Gilliam’s favorite thing to draw on was the cardboard that 

came with laundered shirts. Fortunately, a laundry was located down the street from where he 
lived, so he had a ready supply of his favorite drawing material. His fifth-grade class used to 
hold contests for the best student-created works of art, and Sam won so often that his teacher 
said, “You know, you ought to be an artist.” Young Sam thought for a second, then said, “I 
think I will.” 

 
• A 7th-grade student in Olympia, Washington, broke lots and lots of rules, including tripping 

every student who walked past his desk and shooting spit balls at innocent students. One day, his 
teacher kept him after class because he had snapped a ballpoint pen, getting ink everywhere. She 
worked him very hard, making him do chore after chore until he said something that made her 
smile: “Oh, fairy Godmother, where are you?” 

 
• When Steve Wynn was asked what was the best piece of advice he has actually followed, 

he told a jazz anecdote about John Coltrane saying to Miles Davis, “Man, when I’m going on a 
solo sometimes I just don’t know how to stop.” Mr. Davis replied, “Maybe you should take 
the horn out of your mouth.” This reply is wise, and Mr. Wynn says, “I always try to know 
when it’s time to take the horn out of my mouth.” 

 
• Rumi once started to give a lecture near a marsh, but the croaking of the frogs in the lake 

drowned out his voice. Therefore, Rumi spoke to the frogs in the marsh, saying, “What is all 
this noise about? Either be quiet, or give a lecture.” The frogs became silent, and they stayed 
silent until Rumi gave them permission to croak again. 
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The American Style is Put Commas and Periods Inside Quotation Marks 
 

The British style is to put commas and periods outside quotation marks, while the American style 
is put commas and periods inside quotation marks. 
 

The American Style 
 
• Comedian Fred Allen was generous with his time. Whenever a fan wrote him, the fan 

received a personal reply from the great comedian himself. In addition, Mr. Allen did not repeat 
himself. If 10 requests for autographs came in the mail, Mr. Allen sent back 10 different replies 
and not one reply copied 10 times. One of his writers, Arnold M. Auerbach, once asked him why 
he spent so much time answering fan mail. Mr. Allen replied, “Anyone who takes the time to 
write to me deserves a personal answer.” 

 
• Alan Hale played the Skipper for three years on Gilligan’s Island, and for the rest of his 

life, he wore a Skipper’s hat and of course was constantly recognized. In a restaurant, he was 
recognized immediately, so he asked his waitress to head off any fans wanting him to sign 
autographs until after he had eaten, when he would be happy to speak to fans. The waitress did as 
she had been requested, and after Mr. Hale had eaten, she requested an autograph for herself, 
saying, “Captain Kangaroo, you were one of my favorites.” Mr. Hale signed the autograph, “All 
the best, Capt. Kangaroo.” 

 
• Martial artists are loathe to fight real combats, believing that the very best way to win a 

fight is to avoid fighting at all. Gichin Funakoshi, an Okinawan schoolteacher who revived the 
art of karate in modern times, believed, “To win 100 victories in 100 battles is not the highest 
skill. To subdue the enemy without fighting is the highest skill.” Sometimes, people would 
challenge Mr. Funakoshi to fight in an attempt to prove how tough they were, but he always 
walked away from these fights. Once, he explained why: “When two tigers fight, one is always 
injured. The other is dead.” 

 
• In 1957, New York Yankee Billy Martin had a birthday party that turned into a fight at the 

Copacabana. Hank Bauer was arrested, and some other Yankees got their names in the 
newspaper, revealing that they had broken training. Angry, manager Casey Stengel quickly took 
action, benching most of the players involved, but not benching hitter Mickey Mantle, who had 
also been involved at the Copacabana. Asked about the discrepancy, Mr. Stengel said, “I may be 
mad, but I’m not mad enough to lose the pennant.” 

 
• Distinguished Bible scholar Henry Cadbury, a Quaker, assisted in preparing the Revised 

Standard version of the New Testament. Unfortunately, many people disliked this book, and 
some of them even burned it. Mr. Cadbury merely said, “They used to burn the translators. If 
now they only want to burn the translation, I guess we have made some progress.” 
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Use Quotation Marks for Words That are Used Ironically 
 

When words are used literally, they mean what they say. 
 
When words are used ironically, they do not mean what they say. 
 
To indicate that a word is used ironically, put it in quotation marks. 

 
• Actor Douglas Fairbanks enjoyed telling this story about a chaplain taking part in an 

amateur theatrical production in England. In the play, the chaplain was supposed to get shot and 
say, “My God! He has shot me!” However, the chaplain objected to saying “My God!” and 
instead proposed that he say, “My Goodness!” This was agreed to. On the night the play was to 
be given, at the last minute the property man did his bit for realism. He inserted a very ripe 
raspberry into the barrel of the villain’s revolver, so it would create what would look like a 
bloodstain when the gun was fired. The play went on, the villain shot the chaplain, and the 
chaplain said, “My Goodness! He has shot me!” Then, noticing the raspberry “bloodstain” on 
his chest, the chaplain exclaimed, “My God! He has shot me!” 

 
• Folger’s once made a famous series of TV commercials in which its representatives 

supposedly went into fancy restaurants and replaced the brewed coffee with Folger’s instant 
coffee. Of course, the actors playing the customers didn’t notice the difference. Regina, a 
company that manufactured vacuum cleaners, made fun of those commercials in its own 
commercials. Its representatives (actually, actors) supposedly went into fancy restaurants and 
replaced the brewed coffee with sand and ground-up clam shells. Of course, the actors playing 
the customers choked and spit the “coffee” on the floor, which was promptly and efficiently 
cleaned with a Regina vacuum cleaner. 

 
• After movie shorts made by the Three Stooges—Moe, Larry, and Curly—started being 

shown on TV, the Three Stooges made many, many fans among the kids who saw them on TV. 
One day, Moe’s daughter asked him to pick up his grandchildren—Mike and Jeff—from school. 
Moe agreed, and when school let out, here came Mike and Jeff—and a couple of hundred other 
kids. Mike and Jeff had told their friends that one of the Three Stooges was coming to pick them 
up, and their friends had told their friends, who had told their friends. Things were chaotic for a 
while, and finally a teacher asked Moe to leave because of the near-riot conditions. By the way, 
Moe once received a telephone call from his daughter, who told him good news. She had bought 
a copy of the World Book Encyclopedia, and a photograph of the Three Stooges was in it! Later, 
Moe looked up “Comedy” in the World Book Encyclopedia, and he saw a photograph of himself 
and Larry wrapping an “iron” bar around the neck of Curly. 
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Use Single Quotation Marks Within Double Quotation Marks 
 

• Comedians are often writers; for example, Bill Cosby does much writing—both of comic 
routines and of books. His old comic routines still hold up. One day, some parents brought their 
nine-year-old son to see Mr. Cosby. The son was a fan, and he started doing Mr. Cosby’s 1966 
routine “The Playground.” In the routine Bill and his friends play safely in a vacant lot despite 
the presence of broken glass—but they are no longer safe after someone installs monkey bars. 
The nine-year-old boy recited the routine, using Mr. Cosby’s inflections, and Mr. Cosby says 
that he started “listening to, and admiring, my writing. The kid’s performing, and I’m 
saying to myself, ‘This is really wonderful writing.’” 

 
• Jennie McNulty is both an out comedian and a defensive back for the California Quake 

women’s football team. She performs at military bases in Iraq and on Olivia cruises for lesbians 
and at other gay-friendly venues. While performing on military bases, she couldn’t delve deeply 
into gay matters when the military had “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, but she found a way to 
make a point: “I love doing the military shows. I have to do what I call ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ 
shows, so I just don’t bring up anything relationship-wise, but I’m decked out in rainbow 
gear from head to toe—Richard Simmons would look straighter than I do performing 
there.” Fortunately, she comes back to gay-friendly venues, so she says that she goes “from 
‘don’t ask’ to ‘tell everybody’!” She loves the Olivia cruises because of all the lesbians who are 
free to be themselves. Of course, in the big cities gays and lesbians can be out and about, but in 
small towns, doing that can be much harder. Ms. McNulty says, “On the Olivia trips, you’re 
dealing with people who live in the middle of the country. I had one woman tell me she and her 
girlfriend had to practice holding hands, because they can never hold hands when they’re home. 
Those crowds are so amazing because everyone’s just on cloud nine—they’re totally free to be 
who they are.” 

 
• Tom Wolfe’s first magazine article was supposed to be about car customizers in Los 

Angeles, but he discovered that he lacked the confidence to write a magazine article. Therefore, 
he wrote a memo to Byron Dobell, editor of Esquire, in which he wrote down all of the notes he 
had taken, hoping that another writer could do the article using his notes. He says, “It became 
very much like a letter that you would write to a friend in which you’re not thinking about style, 
you’re just pouring it all out, and I churned it out all night long, forty typewritten, triple-spaced 
pages.” Fortunately, Bryon liked what he read, and he called Tom to say, “We’re knocking the 
‘Dear Byron’ off the top of your memo, and we’re running the piece.” 

 
• In his stand-up act, comedian Drew Carey uses a lot of profanity, but of course on his TV 

sitcom The Drew Carey Show he could not use nearly as much profanity as he does in his stand-
up comedy. In fact, he remembers his first memo from the network censor, who wrote about the 
script for an episode, “Please note the excessive use of ‘h*ll’ and ‘d*mn’ found on pages 4, 
20, 21, 22, 28, 38, 40, and 52, and reduce this number by half.” 
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Keep Related Words Together 
 

Words that go together should be kept together. 
 
Often, the word “only” modifies a number. When that happens, keep the word “only” and the 
number together. 

 
• Pablo Neruda and Rafael Alberti were both portly poets. They used to take walks together 

in Paris along the Seine and would use a complete set of the works of Victor Hugo in a bookstore 
to measure their girth. Mr. Alberti might say, “Good Heavens! I have already outgrown Volume 
V of Les Misérables!” And Mr. Neruda might reply, “I haven’t put on weight. My paunch juts 
out only as far as Notre-Dame de Paris.” 

 
• When young-adult novelist Robert Cormier was the 8th grade, his house burned down, and 

the suit that he was going to wear to his 8th-grade graduation ceremony burned up with it. 
Fortunately, the Cormiers’ neighbors contributed money to buy clothing for them, and young 
Robert was able to wear a suit to his graduation ceremony. As an adult, Mr. Cormier did good 
deeds for other people. His novel I Am the Cheese contained a telephone number, which 
happened to be his. He once received a call from a girl in a psychiatric institution who felt that 
she could identify only with the protagonist in the novel. Mr. Cormier says that he and she 
“had a long talk about how this Adam [the protagonist] in the book was really a reflection of her 
own life, even though the circumstances were much different.” In the novel, Adam calls his 
friend Amy Hertz three times. That is the telephone number that the girl in the psychiatric 
institution called, and many other young people also called it. Sometimes they would ask for 
Amy. If Mr. Cormier answered the phone, he would pretend to be Amy’s father. If his youngest 
daughter, Renee, answered the phone and was asked if Amy was there, she would say, 
“Speaking.” 

 
• After writing her first novel, The Outsiders, S.E. Hinton became depressed and suffered 

from writer’s block. It was her boyfriend who figured out that she was depressed because she 
wasn’t writing. Therefore, he came up with an idea to make her start writing again. She would 
have to write two pages a day. He would stop by in the evening, and if she hadn’t written two 
pages, they wouldn’t go out. It worked. She wrote That Was Then, This is Now. Her publisher 
accepted it immediately. By the way, S.E. and her boyfriend, David Inhofe, got married. She 
wrote her third book, Rumblefish, on Thursday nights, because that was when her husband 
played poker. S.E. lets her husband read her in-progress manuscripts because he always says, 
“That’s nice, honey,” which is the only thing she wants to hear when she is in the middle of 
writing a book.  

 
• Poet James Stephens was worried about the prospect of attending a formal dinner party, at 

which he would have women seated on either side of him, so he asked George Moore for advice. 
Mr. Moore replied, “Don’t touch their knees. Women have an instinctive knowledge whether a 
man who touches her knee is caressing her or only wiping his greasy fingers on her stockings.” 
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Use a Semicolon to Join Two Closely Related Independent Clauses 
 

Note: An independent clause is a clause that can be correctly punctuated as a sentence. 
 
Two closely related independent clauses may be joined with a semicolon. 
 

Ex: The Yankees are in first place; the Mets are in last place. 
 
Two independent clauses may be joined with a semicolon, a connecting word or phrase such as 
however, moreover, or as a result, and a comma.  
 

Ex: The Yankees are in first place; however, the Mets are in last place. 
 
 

• Movies are rated G, PG, R, and X; so are movie trailers. Gay comedy writer Bruce 
Vilanch noticed that the movie trailer for Chasing Amy was rated R because of a brief kiss 
between two women—the trailer had no violence, drug use, or bad language. However, movie 
trailers rated G showed such things as dinosaurs trying to eat people, men with guns shooting 
other men with guns, and people screaming as their cars head straight toward a cliff. 

 
• Ian McEwan wanted to learn to speak correctly when he was young; therefore, he 

arranged for his best friend, Mark Wing-Davey, whom he calls “a rare and genuine 
middle-class type,” to say the word “did” whenever Ian mistakenly said the word “done.” 
One day, Ian gave an oral presentation in history class on the reforms of Pope Gregory VII. Ian 
mistakenly said the word “done,” Mark said the word “did,” and the history teacher became 
angry at what he thought was Mark’s rudeness. Fortunately, Ian was able to explain what had 
happened. 

 
• Young people’s author Richard Peck has received many letters from the readers of his 

books. Some are funny, as when someone wrote, “Our teacher told us to write to our favorite 
author. Could you please get me the address of Danielle Steele?” Other letters are serious; for 
example, someone wrote to him about Remembering the Good Times, a novel that recounted 
a suicide and educated the readers about the warning signs of suicides. The person wrote, 
“The only trouble with your book is that I didn’t find it in time.” 

 
• S.E. Hinton practically invented young adult literature with her first novel, The Outsiders, 

which depicts teenagers with gritty realism. “S.E.” are the initials for Susan Eloise, and she 
began the first draft of The Outsiders when she was 15. However, she says that no one ever 
believes that, so she usually says that she started the first draft when she was 16. And since her 
editors don’t think that anyone will believe that, they often say that she started the first draft 
when she was 17. At any rate, her first novel was accepted for publication on a day that was 
important to her: the day she graduated from high school. The novel, which has sold millions of 
copies, made readers of many boys; she often gets letters that say, “I didn’t like to read, but 
then I read this book.” 
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How Do I Use Their, There, and They’re? 
 

there = a place 
Ex: Put it over there. 
 

they’re = they are 
Ex: They’re in the car. 

 
their = possessive of “they” 

Ex: Their coats are in the closet. 
 

• Chico and Harpo, two of the famous Marx Brothers, were almost equal in height, but Chico 
was 1/16 of an inch taller. Occasionally, they would bet $5 on who was taller, with the taller 
person getting the money, and Harpo always lost. But one day Harpo said, “Fifty dollars says 
that I’m taller.” Chico bet the money, and Harpo was just over an inch taller, even after both 
brothers had taken off their shoes. Chico paid the money, and he learned later that Harpo had 
gone to a place that advertised, “Increase your height dramatically!” For several hours, he had 
been stretched, and for several hours, he was an inch taller, then he returned to his normal height. 

 
• Being a beautiful woman has its advantages. A café-bar on Spring and Broadway in New 

York City gives VIP cards to the models at a particular agency; with the VIP cards, the models 
get 75 percent off everything. When Sara (no last name given) went to the café-bar to use the 
card, they told her that to get the discount she had to sit in the window so people could see her. 
Sara says, “They want to get more people in there who want to be around pretty girls, and 
they’re not discreet about it at all. You definitely feel used. But, at the same time, if I can get 75 
percent off, I’ll go for it, you know.” 

 
• Back when the Erie Canal was being dug in the state of New York, several Quakers 

invested in the construction of the canal. Afterward, the canal was fiercely opposed at a meeting 
by a man who argued that if God had wanted a waterway put there, He would have done so, and 
it was not for Humankind to do what God had not wanted to do. The Quakers were silent for a 
time after the fierce attack, then one of the Quakers quoted from the Bible, “And Jacob digged a 
well.” 

 
• Gladys Cooper complained that Noël Coward believed that actors should show up at the 

first rehearsal knowing their lines, whereas she liked to learn her lines during rehearsals. Mr. 
Coward told her, “I did not expect word perfection at the first rehearsal, but I had rather hoped 
for it on the first night.” 

 
• Choreographer Moses Pendleton enjoys coffee that is sweetened with maple syrup. He also 

has unusual qualifications that he looks for in the dancers he uses in his work. He looks for, first, 
“a quality in that person that catches your eye and makes you want to follow them.” The second 
quality is also very important. He says, “The other important requirement is that they appreciate 
the humor of their director. If they laugh at my jokes, then they’re in.” 
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When Do I Use Italics for Titles? 
 

Use italics for the titles of books, long pieces of choreography, newspapers, magazines, plays, 
and movies.  
 
In general, the titles of long works of art should be italicized. 
 

Title of a Book 
 
• The first book Sam Levenson ever checked out of the library shocked the librarians—it was 

called What Every Girl Should Know. (Sam’s cousin Sophie was too embarrassed to check it 
out, so she asked Sam to check it out for her to read.) 
 

• After movie shorts made by the Three Stooges—Moe, Larry, and Curly—started being 
shown on TV, the Three Stooges made many, many fans among the kids who saw them on TV. 
One day, Moe’s daughter asked him to pick up his grandchildren—Mike and Jeff—from school. 
Moe agreed, and when school let out, here came Mike and Jeff—and a couple of hundred other 
kids. Mike and Jeff had told their friends that one of the Three Stooges was coming to pick them 
up, and their friends had told their friends, who had told their friends. Things were chaotic for a 
while, and finally a teacher asked Moe to leave because of the near-riot conditions. By the way, 
Moe once received a telephone call from his daughter, who told him good news. She had bought 
a copy of the World Book Encyclopedia, and a photograph of the Three Stooges was in it! Later, 
Moe looked up “Comedy” in the World Book Encyclopedia, and he saw a photograph of himself 
and Larry wrapping an “iron” bar around the neck of Curly. 

 
Title of a Movie 
 
• In the movie Quo Vadis? the character played by former heavyweight champion Buddy 

Baer killed a bull with his bare hands. The next day, his manager sent him a steak and the note, 
“From the bull you killed.” Mr. Baer sent back the steak and another note, “I refuse to eat a 
fellow actor.” 
 

Title of a Long Play, and Title of a Newspaper 
 
• Playwright Tennessee Williams hated racism. In 1947, his play Glass Menagerie played to 

all-white audiences in Washington, D.C. He tried to stop this from happening, but he was unable. 
Therefore, he wrote to The New York Times that “any future contract I make will contain a 
clause to keep the show out of Washington while this undemocratic practice continues.” Mr. 
Williams could see the humor in life as well as the evil. In 1977 he was asked to leave the Shaw 
Theater in London because he kept laughing during a performance of The Glass Menagerie. 
Michael Billington writes that “his incessant hilarity at this memory of his own youth was 
disturbing the rest of the audience.” 
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When Do I Use Italics for Titles? 
 

Use italics for the titles of books, long pieces of choreography, newspapers, magazines, plays, 
and movies.  
 
In general, the titles of long works of art should be italicized. 
 

Title of a Magazine 
 
• Once in a while, William M. Gaines, publisher of MAD magazine, would invite all the 

artists and writers to a dinner in a fancy restaurant. (This was a very good idea, as it allowed 
people—many of them freelancers who just stopped by once in a while to drop off material—to 
get to know each other. Because there were so many MAD magazine employees, they would ask 
the waiters if they could push some of the tables together. Once given permission, they would 
quickly form a circle of tables around the waiters, leaving no exit. 

 
Title of a TV Series 
 
• Comedians Jimmy Durante and Don Knotts once co-hosted a Kraft Music Hall special on 

TV. During rehearsal, the director said that when they were introduced, he wanted both of them 
to walk onstage doing the famous Jimmy Durante strut. In other words, Mr. Durante was 
supposed to be himself and Mr. Knotts was supposed to imitate Mr. Durante. However, Mr. 
Durante was forced to ask Mr. Knotts to show him the famous Jimmy Durante strut. He 
requested, “Hey, Don, do me! I don’t know what I do!” 

 
• One way that comedian Bill Cosby helps predominantly black schools is through non-

intrusive kinds of advertising. On The Cosby Show, his character, Cliff Huxtable, frequently 
wore a sweatshirt that bore the name of a predominantly black college. By the way, when Mr. 
Cosby hosted You Bet Your Life, the duck that dropped down when a contestant said the secret 
word wore a sweatshirt bearing the name of the university that Mr. Cosby had attended: Temple. 

 
Title of a Newspaper 
 
• Newspapers—even rival newspapers—sometimes do favors for each other. A fire at the 

Chicago Times meant that it was unable to print off copies of its latest edition, so it used—with 
permission—the press of the rival newspaper Chicago Tribune. The headline for the Times’ 
story about the event said, “Hot Off the Press (The Tribune’s).” 
 

Titles of a Theatrical Production 
 
• Elaine May went backstage to see Dudley Moore after a Broadway performance of Beyond 

the Fringe and told him, “I loved the show.” When Mr. Moore, who was in a mood for receiving 
lots of reassurance, asked her if she had really liked the performance, Ms. May, who was not in a 
mood for giving lots of reassurance, replied, “No.” 
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When Do I Use Quotation Marks for Titles? 
 

In general, use quotation marks for the titles of short works of art, such as a short story, a short 
poem, a song (as opposed to an album), and a single episode of a TV series. 
 
 
“Title of an Episode of a TV Series” 
 

• On April 30, 1997, Ellen DeGeneres’ character, Ellen Morgan, came out in the one-hour 
episode of Ellen titled “The Puppy Episode.” The title of the episode was an in-joke: At a 
meeting to get ideas for episodes of the sitcom, someone suggested that Ellen’s character get a 
puppy—an idea that was rejected. The real-life Ellen also came out as a lesbian on the April 14, 
1997, cover of Time with the words, “Yep, I’m Gay.” Lots of rumors preceded the coming-out, 
something that Ms. DeGeneres had fun with, at one time saying, “Yes, the rumors are true. We’ll 
be revealing that my character is Lebanese because she enjoys both baba ganoush and Casey 
Kasem.” At the time, comedian Rosie O’Donnell had not publicly come out of the closet, and 
she teased people by saying that she really liked Casey Kasem, and so “maybe I’m Lebanese, 
too.” 
 
“Title of a Song” 
 

• Carol Klein was a young superfan who followed a singing group called the Tokens all over 
Brooklyn. Wherever the Tokens were performing, young Carol was sure to be there. Tokens 
member Neil Sedaka even wrote a song titled “Oh! Carol” and dedicated it to her. Years later, 
Carol Klein had become singer/songwriter Carole King, and she wrote a song titled “Oh! Neil” 
and dedicated it to him. 

 
• Young people’s author Richard Peck was born in Decatur, Illinois, but he knew that he 

wanted to go to New York. When he was in kindergarten, his teacher would play a song on the 
piano while the children marched around the room. One day, young Richard requested 
“Sidewalks of New York.” When her teacher asked why he had requested that song, he replied, 
“Because I’ll be moving there.” Because she knew that his parents liked living in Decatur, she 
asked, “Soon?” He replied, “Well, as soon as I can get there.” When Richard was 16, a relative 
invited him to go to New York. Richard liked New York, and he was happy to learn that “the 
outside world was really there and somewhat better than the movies.” In addition, he says, “It 
occurred to me that this was the place that I’d been homesick for all along.” 
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How Do I Use To, Two, and Too? 
 

“To” is used (among other uses) in infinitives: to walk, to talk. 
 
“Two” is a number: one, two, three. 
 
“Too” means “excessively” or “very”: too hot, too hard, too soft. It can also mean “also”—I’m 

going, too. 
 

• In 1940 at the Old Vic, Harley Granville-Barker unofficially directed King Lear, meaning 
he did the preparatory work but would not allow his name to be announced as director. John 
Gielgud played King Lear, and he read through the entire play for Mr. Granville-Barker. After 
hearing the reading, Mr. Granville-Barker told Mr. Gielgud, “You got two lines right. Now we 
will begin to work.” 

 
• A woman objected to buying a Renaissance painting of a young girl because it had been 

restored. Lord Duveen told her, “My dear Madam, if you were as old as this young girl, you 
would have to be restored, too.” 

 
• Once there was a friendly rivalry between two composers of operas: Christoph Willibald 

Gluck and Niccolo Piccinni. In a contest, they were each commissioned to compose an opera 
based on the same play by Euripides. When the two operas were performed, Gluck’s was the 
greater success—unfortunately for Piccinni, on opening night his soprano was falling-down 
drunk. 

 
• When the future Sir Rudolf Bing was growing up, his family sometimes held musical 

evenings in which live music was played. At one such evening, the Rothschild Quartet played 
music by Egon Wellesz. Because the chairs were too short for the musicians, they placed some 
volumes of Schubert chamber music on the seat of the chairs, then sat down. Sir Rudolf 
remembers wishing that they had sat on the music of Wellesz and had played the music of 
Schubert. 

 
• Near the end of Reservoir Dogs, four people are shot, but if you watch the film in slow 

motion, you will hear only three shots. According to the script, Mr. White was supposed to fire 
his gun twice, but a blood squib went off too quickly, so the actor playing Mr. White fell down 
after firing his gun only once. The film’s writer/director, Quentin Tarantino, discovered the 
mistake, but said, “Leave it. They’ll talk about it forever.” (Mr. Tarantino was right—it has been 
widely discussed.) 
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How Do I Use Than and Then? 
 

“Than” is used in comparisons: better than, more than. 
 
“Then” is a time word: If this happens, then that will happen. 
 

• When Walter Damrosch’s Cyrano de Bergerac was presented by the Metropolitan Opera, 
many opera-knowledgeable people discerned passages that seemed more than reminiscent of 
passages written by other composers. At a rehearsal, Frances Alda finished singing an aria, and 
then she asked, “Where do we go from here?” The assistant conductor replied, “From Gounod to 
Meyerbeer.” At another rehearsal, Ms. Alda saw another singer listening to the score of Cyrano 
de Bergerac and frequently bowing to the air. Curious, she asked him, “What are you doing?” 
He replied, “I am saluting the spirits of the dead masters.” (The opera was not a success.) 

 
• A preacher talked about praising God through song and mentioned a few of his favorite 

hymns, and then he asked the children of the congregation for their favorite hymns. One young 
boy said, “From the land of sky-blue waters”—which was the beginning of a jingo from a TV 
commercial for beer. 

 
• Daniel Webster once got into trouble as a boy when he went to school with dirty hands. The 

schoolmaster said that Daniel would be whipped on the palm of a hand as his punishment, so he 
asked Daniel to hold out his hand. Daniel spat on his hand, wiped it on his pants, and then he 
held it out. The schoolmaster looked at the hand, then said, “Daniel, if you show me a dirtier 
hand than that in the school, I won’t whip you.” Daniel showed the schoolmaster his other hand. 

 

• Wendy’s founder Dave Thomas once said in an interview why he had founded the fast-food 
chain Wendy’s. He said that he was “tired of going into fast service restaurants where the pickle 
was bigger than the hamburger. I wanted to know where the beef was.” A famous TV 
commercial illustrated that at Wendy’s the customers can choose the toppings, while at some 
other fast-food restaurants, the customers cannot. In the commercial, a female Russian model 
keeps coming down the runway wearing the same clothing for dayvear—as the Russian-accented 
announcer pronounces the word—eveningvear (the model wears the same outfit, but holds a 
flashlight), and beachvear (the model wears the same outfit, but holds a beach ball). An 
interesting bit of trivia is that the female Russian model was played by a man: Howard Fishler. 
Another interesting bit of trivia is that the Russian lettering that can be seen on a banner 
displayed on the promenade said, “Keeping your teeth clean at all times is important.” 

 
• Comedian Don Knotts was once requested to emcee a dinner for fellow comedian Bob 

Hope. At first, Mr. Knotts was reluctant to emcee the dinner because he didn’t think he was that 
good at emceeing, but when the very persuasive promoter of the dinner told him that Mr. Hope 
had specifically requested that Mr. Knotts be the emcee, he agreed. However, when he arrived at 
the dinner, Mr. Hope greeted him, and then asked, “Hi, Don. What are you doing here?” 
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How Do I Use Weather and Whether? 
 

Weather: sunny, rainy, snowy, partly cloudy, etc. 
 
Whether: introduces either one alternative or alternative possibilities; either. 

 
• For much of his career as a movie critic, Roger Ebert had a weight problem—he had too 

much of it. Once, he visited Sir John Soane’s Museum at 13 Lincoln’s Inn Fields, a museum that 
is known as “the most eccentric house in London.” Sir John was a collector, and he collected 
books, brass buttons, coins, drawings, etchings, furniture, mirrors, oils, pistols, rifles, rugs, 
statuary, swords, tapestries, stuffed heads, watercolors, and writing implements. When Sir John, 
a great 18th-century architect, left his home to England, his wife said, “Now let them dust the 
bloody man’s collection.” In Sir John’s breakfast room, Mr. Ebert saw a 17th-century chair, 
which was handsome and behind which (on the wall) was a card that said, “Have a seat on me!” 
Mr. Ebert prepared to take a seat, but a museum guard told him, “Oh, no, no, no, no, no, sir!” Mr. 
Ebert protested, “But it says to have a seat!” The guard replied, eying Mr. Ebert’s sizable figure, 
“And so it does. But it’s not for the likes of you!” In addition, Mr. Ebert once visited Bangkok, 
Thailand, where he saw a tailor shop with this sign in a window: “Fine Linen Summer Suit Made 
to Measure—$80.” He went inside to inquire whether the sign were correct, and the proprietor 
looked at Mr. Ebert’s sizable figure and said, “Well … it 80 dollars suit, sure enough. But you—
hundred dollar man.” Mr. Ebert says, “It was a great deal. For $100, I got a handsome white 
linen suit that fit me, and a story I could tell every time I wore it.” 

 
• David Letterman is known for his wit. As a member of the Sigma Chi fraternity, he once 

talked a fellow fraternity member into shaving his head and painting it blue. Mr. Letterman then 
pointed out the fraternity member to other people and said that he was the world’s biggest 
ballpoint pen. And as a weather broadcaster in Indiana (early in his career), he once announced 
the temperatures of two cities—“Muncie, 42; Anderson, 44”—then said, “Always a close game.” 

 
• Wilson Mizner and Sammy Finn left the Brown Derby one foggy night, when they noticed 

that they were being followed by two men who apparently intended to rob them. Mr. Wilson said 
to Mr. Finn, “You take the big guy, and I’ll take the little guy with the knife.” Fortunately, they 
got away from the two men in the foggy night, and it wasn’t until later that Mr. Finn realized that 
the fog had been so thick that it was impossible for Mr. Mizner to see whether the little guy had 
had a knife. 

 
• Steve Owen, coach of the New York Giants, knew how to win games. In 1934, he coached 

his team to an upset victory against the powerful Chicago Bears in the National League 
championship game. At halftime, Chicago was leading, 10-3. However, Mr. Owen noticed that 
the ground was frozen solid with the weather getting even colder. Therefore, in the second half 
the Giants played in sneakers. The Bears kept slipping and sliding all over the field, and the sure-
footed Giants won the game, 30-13. 
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Use “Who” (Subject) and “Whom” (Object) to Refer to People 
 

Use “who” and “whom” to refer to people. “Who” is a subject. “Whom” is an object. 
 

Use “that” and “which” to refer to things. 
 

• Comedian Fred Allen once met a fan who told him that she had traveled to New York all 
the way from San Francisco to see him broadcast his radio program. Mr. Allen replied, 
“Madame, if I had only known you were coming all that way just to catch my little old show, the 
least I could have done was meet you halfway—say, about Omaha.” 

 
• Back when vaudeville was alive and well, Eddie Cantor and George Jessel were performing 

together. Mr. Cantor made an ad-lib that got a big laugh, and then Mr. Jessel made an ad-lib that 
got an even bigger laugh. Not knowing anything to say to get a bigger laugh than Mr. Jessel, Mr. 
Cantor took off a shoe and hit Mr. Jessel on the head with it. Upset, in part because of the huge 
laugh that Mr. Cantor had gotten by hitting him, Mr. Jessel started complaining to the audience, 
“Ladies and gentlemen, this so-called grown-up man, whom I have the misfortune to be working 
with, is so lacking in decorum, breeding, and intelligence, that when he was unable to think of a 
clever retort he had to descend to the lowest form of humor by taking off his shoe and striking 
me on the head. Only an insensitive oaf would sink so low.” Mr. Cantor had the perfect response 
to Mr. Jessel’s speech. He hit Mr. Jessel on the head with his shoe again. 

 
• British comedian David O’Doherty once performed in front of 40 people, 20 of whom were 

members of the Active Elderly Association, which meant that much of his audience were in their 
eighties. Unfortunately, his act was not meant for people in their eighties, so he was performing 
routines about iPhones and about spying on a naked lady doing aerobics when he was 12 years 
old. During intermission, he figured that all the old people would leave, but they were still 
present when he walked out for the second half of his act. He asked them, “Why are you still 
here?” One of the old people replied, “The bus doesn’t come to get us until 11.” He also used to 
do readings of children’s books in libraries. Ten minutes after he began reading one book, a 
small boy raised his hand and asked, “Does this get good soon?” Mr. O’Doherty says, “It was so 
profound. How many times—not just at a gig, but in a relationship or at a family get-together—
have you wanted to raise your hand and ask that?” 

 
• Sam Mayo was a British music-hall comedian who was popular for a time, but whose 

comedy fell out of favor and forced his retirement. After retiring, he used to stand outside of 
music halls listening to the applause given to other performers as tears ran down his cheeks. 

 
• Comedian Robin Williams earned great fame as Mork of the TV sitcom Mork and Mindy. 

Mork was an outer-space alien, and when Mr. Williams was asked at an audition to sit in a chair 
while in character as Mork, he did exactly that—and sat on his head. Fame really did come 
quickly. At an ice-skating rink, Mr. Williams stepped into a telephone booth to make a call. He 
was recognized by fans, who gawked at him through the glass. Mr. Williams says, “I felt like I 
was in the San Diego Zoo.” 
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How Do I Use Your and You’re? 
 

your = possessive form of you 
Ex: Your coat is in that closet. 
Ex: Your car is at the carwash. 

 
you’re = contraction of you are 

Ex: You’re standing in the rain. 
Ex: You’re an incredibly sensitive woman. 

 
• Morris “Moe” Feinberg was the brother of Larry Fine, one of the Three Stooges. Mr. 

Feinberg went to a nightclub in Atlantic City, where an entertainer recognized him and 
introduced him to the audience, talking about the Three Stooges and saying, “I see Larry’s 
brother, Moe Fine, a good friend and a fellow performer. Moe, would you stand up and take a 
bow?” Afterward, a woman came up and asked for Mr. Feinberg’s autograph. He explained that 
he was only a small-time performer and not famous, but the woman smiled and said, “You can’t 
fool me with that ‘brother’ stuff. You’re Larry, all right.” Mr. Feinberg signed the autograph, 
“With warm regards, Larry ‘Stooge’ Fine.” 

 

• Jim Carrey was funny even as a youngster. One of his “acts” was to put a lot of colored 
candies in his mouth, chew them up, and then pretend to vomit. His very young audience loved 
it. In school, he once got in trouble when his teacher saw him mocking some musicians on a 
record. Fortunately, all turned out well. Thinking to embarrass him, his teacher ordered him to do 
what he was doing in front of the class. Young Jim did, and he was so funny that his teacher 
invited to do the act at the school’s Christmas assembly. And when his mother became ill, Jim’s 
comedy cheered her up—sometimes at odd times. Occasionally, his father would wake him up 
and say, “Sorry to wake you up in the middle of the night, but your mother and I could use a 
good laugh. You’re on in five.” 

 
• In 1924, the Prince of Wales visited Fanny Brice’s apartment in New York. She told him, 

“Sit down, kid, and take off your shoes. While you’re relaxing, I’ll whip up a couple of smoked 
sturgeon sandwiches on rye with some marvelous pickles a guy on Delancey Street puts up for 
me.” The Prince of Wales told her, “Miss Brice, I thank you from the bottom of my heart,” then 
he took off his shoes. 

 
• Comedian Jimmy Durante started out in show business as a piano player. Singer and 

comedian Eddie Cantor was the first person to urge Jimmy to get up on stage and away from the 
piano: “Piano playing is going to get you nothing. You’ll be a piano player till you’re a hundred 
years. You gotta look further than that. People like you a whole lot. So why don’t you get up on 
the floor and say something to the people?” Eventually, of course, Mr. Durante took Mr. 
Cantor’s advice. However, his immediate reaction was, “Gee, Eddie, I wouldn’t do that. I’d be 
afraid that people would laugh at me.” 
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Appendix A: Fair Use 
This communication uses information that I have downloaded and adapted from the WWW. I 
will not make a dime from it. The use of this information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of a copyrighted work, 
including such use by reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other means specified by 
that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright. 
In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to 
be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial nature or 
is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a 
whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair use if such finding is 
made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  

I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good deeds, and this book about Good 
Samaritans is a good way to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the editors want to share their 
information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  

Light editing is OK for such things as Imgur posts, Reddit posts, and letters to the editor. I see 
nothing wrong with correcting an obvious misspelling. 
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Appendix B: About the Author 
It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot summer night in 1954, 
Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy — me. Unfortunately, this young married 
couple allowed Reuben Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me Bruce Bruce. I have gone 
by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers remember me very quickly, so 
I don’t often have to show an ID. It can be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a 
teenager at Camp Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for “sounds 
like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, 
Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. He cut my hair short 
and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school 
until the bald spot grew out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to Athens, Ohio. I was born in 
Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go 
to Ohio University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English or Philosophy, so I got a 
bachelor’s degree with a double major in both areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in 
English and a Master of Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am spending my retirement 
writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 10, The Funniest People in Dance, Homer’s 
Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, and William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New Beginning and Shattered 
Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 
Free Downloads for Teachers & Students 

Free Mark Twain Anecdotes: Large Print Edition 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Cover Letter? 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

Teaching Problem-Solving: A Fun Activity 

How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation/Review 

Composition Project: Writing A Manual 

Composition Project: Writing an On-the-Job-Writing Interview Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous Plagiarist Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application Letter 

Composition Project: Writing a Set of Instructions 

Free Writing Handouts 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes, Volume 2 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes, Volume 3 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

Discussion Guides Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 
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Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

(Oddballs is an excellent source for teaching how to write autobiographical essays/personal narratives.) 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  
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Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A Retelling 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 
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John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching 
Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. 
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Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 
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