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CHAPTER 1: From Advertising to Comedians 

Advertising 

• While working as an advertising writer for Macy’s, 
Margaret Fishback discovered that the famous department 
store had a two-foot cake tester on sale. She thought that the 
idea of a two-foot cake tester was ridiculous, so she wrote, 
“This cake tester will come in handy the next time you bake 
a cake two feet high.” However, this advertisement brought 
in more orders than Macy’s had two-foot cake testers. From 
this experience, Ms. Fishback and Macy’s learned that 
humor sells.1 

• Simon and Schuster once published a children’s book titled 
Dr. Dan the Bandage Man. As a publicity gimmick, they 
decided to include a half-dozen band-aids in each book, so 
publisher Richard Simon sent this telegram to a friend at 
Johnson and Johnson: “PLEASE SHIP TWO MILLION 
BAND-AIDS IMMEDIATELY.” The following day Mr. 
Simon received this telegram in reply: “BAND-AIDS ON 
THEIR WAY. WHAT THE HELL HAPPENED TO 
YOU?”2 

• When horror writer Stephen King decided to live in 
England for a year, he knew exactly the kind of house he 
wanted to live in, so he put this advertisement in an English 
newspaper: “Wanted, a draughty Victorian house in the 
country with dark attic and creaking floorboards, preferably 
haunted.”3 

 
1 Source: Everett S. Allen, Famous American Humorous Poets, p. 27. 
2 Source: André Bernard, Now All We Need is a Title, p. 126. 
3 Source: Suzan Wilson, Stephen King: King of Thrillers and Horror, p. 
63. 



 

• G.K. Chesterton visited Broadway and Times Square at 
night when the scene was brightly lit by advertising signs. 
He gazed at the sight for a while, then said to a friend, “How 
beautiful it would be for someone who could not read.”4 

Alcohol 

• In their book, The Perfect London Walk, writers Roger 
Ebert (the movie critic) and Daniel Curley (a short-story 
writer) describe what they consider to be the best walk in 
London — one that lasts for hours and takes the walker 
through the Hampstead Heath, the Spaniards Inn, Highgate 
Cemetery, etc. However, Mr. Curley warns the reader that 
the walk will take you past several pubs, and so you may be 
tempted away from your walk. In one memorable case, a 
man named John McHugh stopped at a pub and abandoned 
the walk after covering scarcely 150 yards.5 

• While traveling abroad, Mark Twain heard of an American 
student who had struggled to learn German for three whole 
months, but who had learned to say only “zwei glas,” which 
means “two glasses” (of beer). Still, the student reflected, he 
had learned those words very thoroughly.6 

• Percy Hammond, the drama critic, grew up in Cadiz, Ohio, 
in the late 19th century. One of his favorite memories was 
marching in a temperance parade as a small child and 

 
4 Source: Lewis C. Henry, Humorous Anecdotes About Famous People, 
pp. 62-63. 
5 Source: Roger Ebert and Daniel Curley, The Perfect London Walk, p. 
xii. 
6 Source: Mark Twain, A Tramp Abroad, Oxford Mark Twain, p. 614. 



 

carrying a banner inscribed with this slogan: “Tremble, King 
Alcohol, for I shall grow up.”7 

Animals 

• As a teenager, Gary Paulsen, author of the young adult 
novel Hatchet, was the favorite victim of a bullying street 
gang. Late one night, as he left his job at a bowling alley, he 
tried to find a new route home by leaving from the roof. As 
he climbed from the roof into an alley, he stepped on a 
ferocious dog. Frightened, he threw the dog half of a 
hamburger he was carrying, then he ran from the alley — 
right into the hands of members of the bullying street gang, 
who immediately started to beat him. Suddenly, the 
ferocious dog jumped out of the alley and began biting gang 
members. Gary gave the dog the rest of his hamburger, and 
after the dog bit the gang leader in another encounter, the 
gang left Gary strictly alone. (Eventually, Gary found the 
dog, now friendly to everyone except Gary’s enemies, a new 
life on a farm.)8 

• E.B. White may be most famous for his children’s book 
Charlotte’s Web, in which a spider named Charlotte 
befriends a pig named Wilbur and saves his life by writing 
words in her web. The idea for the book came partly from 
Mr. White’s discomfort at raising a pig each year at his farm 
in Maine, only to butcher it when it was fully grown. In 
addition, one day he noticed a spider building a web in an 
outhouse, so he brought out a lamp and a long extension cord 
and watched the spider. From these experiences, and more, 
came Charlotte’s Web. By the way, sometimes people try to 

 
7 Source: Franklin P. Adams, et. al., Percy Hammond: A Symposium in 
Tribute, p. viii. 
8 Source: Edith Hope Fine, Gary Paulsen: Author and Wilderness 
Adventurer, pp. 38-39. 



 

find hidden meanings in Charlotte’s Web, but Mr. White 
says, “Any attempt to find allegorical meanings is bound to 
end disastrously, for no meanings are in there. I ought to 
know.”9 

• Pioneer life could be difficult. In 1875, Laura Ingalls 
Wilder, author of Little House on the Prairie, was outside 
when she thought she saw a storm spring up on the horizon, 
then move closer. It wasn’t a storm — it was a cloud of 
grasshoppers. While Laura and her family hid in their house, 
the grasshoppers ate everything green, including the crops, 
the garden, the grass, and even the leaves in the trees. After 
eating everything, the grasshoppers moved west. Because 
the grasshoppers had destroyed his crops, Laura’s Pa walked 
200 miles to eastern Minnesota to find work to support his 
family.10 

• John Steinbeck, author of The Grapes of Wrath, once left a 
setter puppy named Toby alone for a few hours. 
Unfortunately, he left Toby alone with a manuscript. By the 
time Mr. Steinbeck returned to the room, Toby had 
destroyed half of the only copy of the manuscript — two 
months’ worth of writing. Nevertheless, Mr. Steinbeck did 
not become upset, saying later, “I didn’t want to ruin a good 
dog for a manuscript I’m not sure is good at all.” Instead, he 
sat down and rewrote the manuscript, which was published 
with this title: Of Mice and Men.11 

 
9 Source: Janice Tingum, E.B. White: The Elements of a Writer, pp. 93-
94, 103. 
10 Source: Ginger Wadsworth, Laura Ingalls Wilder: Storyteller of the 
Prairie, p. 26. 
11 Source: Carmen Bredeson, American Writers of the 20th Century, p. 
53. 



 

• In New York City, a photographer asked humorist Erma 
Bombeck to move slightly. She moved where the 
photographer wanted her to go, then posed — but the 
photographer had wanted her to move out of the way so he 
could photograph a dog that was appearing in the movie 
Down and Out in Beverly Hills.12 

Autographs 

• R.L. Stine, the writer of the Fear Street and Goosebumps 
children’s book series, started out as a writer of comedy; for 
a while, he edited Scholastic’s humor magazine, which was 
titled Bananas. When his first book for children, How to Be 
Funny, was published, he went to a book signing, at which 
he wore rabbit ears. During the entire afternoon of the book 
signing, he autographed exactly one book!13 

• Being a best-selling author can be hazardous to one’s 
health. Horror writer Stephen King spoke at a library in 
Truth or Consequences, New Mexico, then he signed 
hundreds of autographs. Even so, some people were not able 
to get their books autographed — Mr. King’s hand 
developed so many blisters that he was forced to stop signing 
his autograph.14 

• In 1975, Quentin Crisp’s book The Naked Civil Servant, 
was published, and this very out and very effeminate gay 
man became a celebrity. Suddenly, taxi drivers who had 
driven by him even though their taxi was empty not only 

 
12 Source: Susan Edwards, Erma Bombeck, p. 172. 
13 Source: Bob Madison, American Horror Writers, pp. 69, 71. 
14 Source: Suzan Wilson, Stephen King: King of Thrillers and Horror, 
pp. 78-79. 



 

stopped for him, but they also began to ask for his autograph, 
saying, “The wife’s never going to believe this!”15 

• Saul Bellow and his wife had an argument one day, so she 
threw several eight-by-ten glossy photographs of him in the 
garbage. A few days later, a knock sounded on his door. 
Standing in the doorway was the porter. He was holding one 
of the glossy photographs, and he asked Mr. Bellow to sign 
it.16 

Automobiles 

• Michael Moore, author of Stupid White Men and a native 
of Flint, Michigan, drove Toyotas and Volkswagens. 
Occasionally, a friend would ask him why he didn’t buy a 
car that was built in the USA. When that happened, Mr. 
Moore would have his friend open the hood of his 
“American” car, and then he’d show his friend that the 
engine had a sticker saying “MADE IN BRAZIL” and the 
fan belt bore the lettering “MADE IN MEXICO.” In 
addition, the radio had a label saying, “MADE IN 
SINGAPORE.”17 

• Noted author C.G. Norris developed engine trouble and 
was standing helplessly by his car on the side of a road when 
a teenage boy came pedaling up to him on his bike. The 
teenage boy lifted the hood, fiddled with the engine for about 
15 seconds, then started the car right up. Mr. Norris looked 
at the boy and asked, “Do you know what a split infinitive 

 
15 Source: Paul Bailey, editor, The Stately Homo: A Celebration of the 
Life of Quentin Crisp, p. 149. 
16 Source: Harriet Wasserman, Handsome Is: Adventures with Saul 
Bellow, p. 122. 
17 Source: Michael Moore, Stupid White Men, pp. 123-124. 



 

is?” The teenage boy admitted that he didn’t, and Mr. Norris 
said, “Thank God!”18 

• Children’s book author/illustrator David McPhail 
sometimes writes as he drives. Actually, that’s not quite true. 
He will think of a couple of sentences while driving, then 
stop the car and write the sentences down. While he was 
writing The Cereal Box, a trip that usually took 90 minutes 
turned into a three-and-a-half-hour trip.19 

Books 

• In 1922, playwright Lillian Hellman graduated from high 
school, and her Uncle Jake gave her a ring as her graduation 
gift. Ms. Hellman, however, cared little for rings, so she sold 
it for $25 and used the money to buy something she really 
cared for — books. Later, she told her uncle that she had sold 
his gift to buy books. He looked at her for a moment, then 
said, “So you’ve got spirit after all. Most of the rest of them 
are made of sugar water.”20 

• As a boy, critic Orville Prescott very quickly learned to 
love books. While attending a dude ranch that was 
laughingly called a “school,” he was startled by the shout of 
“Fire!” At first he was pleasantly excited — until he 
discovered that his own cabin was burning. At that point, he 
startled everyone by rushing inside the cabin and coming out 
with an armload of singed books. The astonished onlookers 
burst into applause.21 

 
18 Source: Peg Bracken, I Didn’t Come Here to Argue, p. 41. 
19 Source: David McPhail, In Flight with David McPhail, p. 10.  
20 Source: Ruth Turk, Lillian Hellman: Rebel Playwright, p. 30. 
21 Source: Orville Prescott, The Five-Dollar Gold Piece, p. 61. 



 

• During a dinner Cyril Clemens had with G.K. Chesterton, 
the question of “If one were stranded on a desert island, what 
book would one like to have?” came up. Mr. Chesterton 
answered, “If I were a politician who wanted to impress his 
constituents, I would take Plato or Aristotle, but if I did not 
want to show off, I would take Thomas’ Guide to Practical 
Shipbuilding so that I could get away from the island as 
quickly as possible.”22 

• In the 1800s, many people did their own doctoring. A book 
titled Dr. Gunn’s Domestic Medicine even explained how to 
perform an amputation, saying that “any man, unless he was 
a fool or an idiot, could amputate an arm or a leg.” First, you 
needed the book and a few instruments. In addition, since 
this was in the days before anesthesia, you needed “half a 
dozen men to hold the victim down.”23 

• A man had the opportunity to publish Mark Twain’s first 
book, The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, 
and Other Sketches, but declined it. Years later, the man 
chanced to meet Mr. Twain, and told him, “I refused a book 
of yours and for this I stand without competitor as the prize 
ass of the 19th century.”24 

• After Lord Avebury published a list of what he regarded as 
the 100 Best Books, Oscar Wilde was asked to name the 
books that would appear on his own list of the 100 best books 
ever written. Mr. Wilde replied, “I fear that would be 

 
22 Source: Cyril Clemens, “An Evening with A.E. Housman,” p. 13. 
23 Source: Brandon Marie Miller, Just What the Doctor Ordered: The 
History of American Medicine, p. 40. 
24 Source: Roy Blount, Jr., “Introduction” to Mark Twain’s Celebrated 
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, Oxford Mark Twain, p. xliv. 



 

impossible.” When he was asked why, he replied, “Because 
I have written only five.”25 

Censorship 

• Civil rights leader W.E.B. Du Bois was harassed by the 
United States government. During the Communist scare of 
the 1950s, the federal government refused to renew his 
passport unless he signed a statement stating that he did not 
hold membership in the Communist Party. Mr. Du Bois 
declined to sign the statement, and he protested to the 
passport officials, “My beliefs are none of your business. I 
repeat my demand for a passport in accordance with the 
Constitution of the United States, the laws of the land, and 
the decision of the courts.” Eventually, the Supreme Court 
ruled that requiring people to sign such an oath as Mr. Du 
Bois had been asked to sign before he could get a passport 
was against the Constitution, and Mr. Du Bois was able to 
travel abroad again. Even inside the United States, Mr. Du 
Bois had been censored. He had wanted to speak at a rally 
sponsored by the American Labor Party on Long Island, 
New York, but local officials would not let him because they 
felt that he was a Communist. Interestingly, Mr. Du Bois 
joined the Communist Party in 1961 — partly in response to 
the way he had been treated when people thought he was a 
member of the Communist Party.26 

• James Joyce’s Ulysses was almost never published. 
Portions of Ulysses had been published in America in the 
Little Review, but the New York Society for the Suppression 
of Vice filed charges of obscenity against its publishers, 

 
25 Source: Sean McCann, compiler, The Wit of Oscar Wilde, pp. 99-100. 
26 Source: Mark Rowh, W E B. Du Bois: Champion of Civil Rights, pp. 
94-97, 99, 101. 



 

Margaret Anderson and Jane Heap, who were subsequently 
convicted and forbidden to publish any more excerpts of 
Ulysses in their magazine. Meanwhile, in England Harriet 
Weaver wanted to publish Ulysses but was unable to find a 
printer who was willing to set the book in type. Fortunately, 
Mr. Joyce met Sylvia Beach of Shakespeare and Company 
in Paris, who plunged into publishing the book although she 
had no experience. How scandalous was Ulysses thought to 
be? On the floor of the Senate, Senator Reed Smoot of Utah 
said that he had spent 10 minutes skimming the book and 
that 10 minutes was “enough to indicate that it was written 
by a man with a diseased mind and soul so black that he 
would even obscure the darkness of Hell.”27 

• Many citizens of the USSR hated the government and 
consequently hated the works of propaganda that praised the 
government. That meant that many people read underground 
literature instead of the literature officially approved by the 
government. In one underground joke, a husband discovered 
that his wife was typing the novel Anna Karenina and asked 
her why, since the novel was in print. “Yes,” his wife replied, 
“but you know our son will not read anything that has been 
published.”28 

• As a young woman, ballerina Margot Fonteyn wished to 
educate herself and so she read many books, including James 
Joyce’s Ulysses, which was banned in Britain when she read 
it. While she was reading the novel on a bus, Ninette De 
Valois asked what she was reading, then almost had a heart 
attack after seeing the title. She told young Margot, “For 

 
27 Source: Suzanne Rodriguez-Hunter, Found Meals of the Lost 
Generation, pp. 34-35, 67. 
28 Source: John Kolasky, collector and compiler, Look, Comrade — The 
People are Laughing …, p. 115. 



 

God’s sake, child, don’t read that in public — you could be 
arrested!”29 

• L. Frank Baum’s books, including The Wonderful Wizard 
of Oz, have occasionally been censored. In 1957, Ralph 
Ulveling, the Detroit Library Director, ordered the book 
taken off library shelves because, he charged, it had a 
“cowardly approach to life.” The Detroit Times had an 
interesting response — it serialized the children’s novel, 
adding a notation that this book had been banned.30 

Children 

• Zelda Fitzgerald, the wife of F. Scott, was named after a 
character — a gypsy queen — in a novel. Throughout her 
life, she liked to have attention drawn to her. When she was 
a little girl, she telephoned the fire department, told them that 
a little girl was stuck on a roof, and gave her own address. 
She then hung up the telephone, crawled out on the roof, and 
enjoyed all the commotion she had created. When she was a 
young unmarried woman, her house was still the center of 
commotion — young military pilots used to perform aerial 
stunts over her house to get her attention.31 

• While attending school in Berkeley, California, Yoshiko 
Uchida was a member of the Girl Reserves, along with 
several white girls. One day, a photographer from the local 
newspaper arrived to take a photo of the Girl Reserves, and 
he tried to move Yoshiko out of the photo. Fortunately, a 

 
29 Source: Margot Fonteyn, Autobiography, p. 58. 
30 Source: Angelica Shirley Carpenter and Jean Shirley, L. Frank Baum: 
Royal Historian of Oz, pp. 133-134. 
31 Source: Suzanne Rodriguez-Hunter, Found Meals of the Lost 
Generation, pp. 210-211. 



 

white friend, Sylvia, saw what was happening and said, 
“Come on, Yoshi. Stand next to me.” The two friends linked 
arms and stood firmly together, forcing the photographer to 
photograph them. Later, Ms. Uchida became the renowned 
author of Journey to Topaz.32 

• The first of the two most important events in Orville 
Prescott’s life (the other was becoming daily book critic for 
The New York Times in 1942) occurred when he was six 
years old and his Grandmother Sherwin offered him a $5 
gold piece if he would learn how to read. Although he didn’t 
quite know what a $5 gold piece was, he knew that it was 
desirable, and therefore, a few days later, he read a few pages 
out of a first grade primer to his grandmother and received 
his rewards — the $5 gold piece and the discovery of the joy 
of reading.33 

• Playwright Lillian Hellman was born in 1905, and she was 
a young girl when the United States fought Germany in 
World War I. Determined to help the war effort, she and a 
friend went looking for German spies in Manhattan. They 
spotted two men wearing raincoats. One of the men carried 
a violin case, which young Lillian thought might hold a 
machine gun. She reported the two men to a police officer, 
who investigated and discovered that the two men were a 
concert violinist and a college professor.34 

• In addition to being a practical joker, Hugh Troy was a 
writer and illustrator of children’s books. Often, he made up 
series of stories to tell his little niece. One series starred the 
popular child actress Shirley Temple, but eventually Mr. 

 
32 Source: Kathy Ishizuka, Asian American Authors, p. 91. 
33 Source: Orville Prescott, The Five-Dollar Gold Piece, p. ix. 
34 Source: Ruth Turk, Lillian Hellman: Rebel Playwright, p. 28. 



 

Troy got tired of his heroine, so he ended the series by having 
Shirley Temple run over by a steamroller and flattened like 
a pancake. His niece loved the ending.35 

• As a school child, Madeleine L’Engle Camp entered one of 
her poems in a school contest. She won first prize, only to 
have a teacher accuse her of plagiarizing the poem. Young 
Madeleine’s mother successfully defended her by showing 
the teacher other poems and stories that Madeleine had 
written. As a grownup, Madeleine became famous as 
Madeleine L’Engle, the author of A Wrinkle in Time.36 

• Henry Wadsworth Longfellow was a poet so popular for 
such a long time that schoolchildren were made to memorize 
and recite such poems of his as “The Village Blacksmith” 
and “Paul Revere’s Ride.” In the old days, a schoolchild who 
heard a friend accidentally make a rhyme would say, 
“You’re a poet and don’t know it, but your big feet show it 
— they’re long fellows!”37 

• Oscar Wilde’s two boys, Cyril and Vyvyan, preferred to 
dress in sailor suits, but Mr. Wilde and his wife often dressed 
them in Little Lord Fauntleroy costumes, especially before 
showing them off to guests in the drawing room. The boys 
objected to this, so one day they stripped off the costumes 
and pranced stark naked into the drawing room.38 

 
35 Source: Con Troy, Laugh with Hugh Troy, p. 124. 
36 Source: Claire L. Datnow, American Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers, p. 84. 
37 Source: Diane Ravitch, editor, The American Reader, pp. 63-64. 
38 Source: Merlin Holland, The Wilde Album, p. 117. 



 

• The Curious George children’s books about an inquisitive 
monkey are written and illustrated by H.A. Rey. Children 
got so involved with the main character of the book that they 
were sometimes disappointed when they met Mr. and Mrs. 
Rey. One small, disappointed boy told them, “I thought you 
were monkeys, too.”39 

• When she was very small, children’s book author Patricia 
McKissack toured the house of a former President during a 
field trip. Later, she was asked to describe what she had seen 
to a PTA group. Young Patricia reported that her personal 
guides for the tour had been a rabbit and a mouse.40 

• When F. Scott Fitzgerald, author of The Great Gatsby, was 
seven years old, he invited some children to come to his 
birthday party, and he was very disappointed when no one 
showed up for the party. To make up for his disappointment, 
his mother let him eat all of the birthday cake.41 

• When L. Frank Baum, author of the Oz books, was 
traveling in Egypt, he met a little Algerian girl who had 
traveled across the desert with her family on camel. Her 
family had allowed her to choose one book to bring with her, 
and she had chosen The Wonderful Wizard of Oz.42 

 
39 Source: Norah Smaridge, Famous Author-Illustrators for Young 
People, p. 83. 
40 Source: Patricia McKissack, Can You Imagine?, p. 5. 
41 Source: Carmen Bredeson, American Writers of the 20th Century, p. 
27. 
42 Source: Angelica Shirley Carpenter and Jean Shirley, L. Frank Baum: 
Royal Historian of Oz, p. 85. 



 

• Some children are more precocious than others. When he 
was age 12, Edward Albee had already written his first three-
act play, Aliqueen — it was a sex farce.43 

• Hilaire Belloc wrote quickly and published much. When 
asked why he wrote so quickly, he replied, “Because my 
children are howling for pearls and caviar.”44 

Christmas 

• When nonconformist American poet Emily Dickinson was 
a teenager attending the Mount Holyoke Seminary in South 
Hadley, Massachusetts, the head of the school, Miss Mary 
Lyon, told the students that Christmas would be celebrated 
in a spiritual way. The students would fast in their rooms and 
pray all day without eating. Miss Lyon then asked the 
students to stand if they agreed with her plan. Ms. Dickinson 
remained seated. After the students had sat down again, Miss 
Lyon asked any students to stand if they disagreed with her 
plan. Ms. Dickinson was the only student who stood.45 

• The parents of Jerry Spinelli, author of the Newbery 
Medal-winning Maniac Magee, spent very little money on 
themselves, but out of love they made sure that their children 
enjoyed very nice Christmases. One Christmas, Jerry had 
unwrapped what he thought was his final present. His father 
told him, “Well, I guess that’s it. Looks like you did pretty 
good this year.” Later, Jerry was sent on an errand to the 
kitchen, and he found his real final present: a Roadmaster 

 
43 Source: Michael Bronski, consulting editor, Outstanding Lives, p. 18. 
44 Source: John Deedy, A Book of Catholic Anecdotes, p. 29. 
45 Source: Carol Dommermuth-Costa, Emily Dickinson: Singular Poet, 
p. 36. 



 

bicycle. Mr. Spinelli describes the gift in a memorable way: 
“Love leaning on a kickstand.”46 

Comedians 

• When visiting Robert Graves, comedian Terry-Thomas felt 
that perhaps he had offended the famous poet with his sense 
of over-confidence because instead of having an intellectual 
discussion about Greek mythology, all Mr. Graves talked to 
him about was compost, frequently sticking a fork into 
various maturing piles and making Terry-Thomas smell 
them.47 

• Anne Beatts, a writer for Saturday Night Live, used to keep 
a hospital bed in her office at Rockefeller Center. She used 
it for writing (her typewriter sat where the food tray would 
normally sit), instead of a desk and chair.48 

 

 
46 Source: Jerry Spinelli, Knots in My Yo-yo String: The Autobiography 
of a Kid, pp. 69-70. 
47 Source: Terry-Thomas and Terry Daum, Terry-Thomas Tells Tales, p. 
64. 
48 Source: Denise Collier and Kathleen Beckett, Spare Ribs, p. 23. 



 

CHAPTER 2: From Couples to Fans 

Couples 

• At age 40, children’s book author Lois Lowry got divorced 
and started dating, a process she hated, mostly because the 
men who took her out told her things like they had a wife but 
were thinking seriously of getting divorced or they had a 
problem with alcohol but were thinking seriously of quitting 
drinking. One day, she wore an expensive dress on a date 
with a rich man who opened the door on what she thought 
was the driver’s side of his car and motioned for her to get 
in. She said, “I’d really prefer that you drive,” and he replied, 
“I’m going to. The steering wheel’s on the other side of a 
Rolls [Rolls-Royce].” Later, she was watching an episode of 
Kate and Allie when one of the stars took out a dress from a 
closet — the same dress that she had been wearing on the 
date with the rich man — and the other star made fun of it. 
After that, she still wore the dress, but she didn’t like it as 
much. Fortunately, on another date she met another man, 
Martin, who quoted the Babar the Elephant books and who 
grew a beard after she said that she preferred men who had 
beards. Today, she shares her life with Martin.49 

• Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Meyer Berger used to do 
odd jobs around the house while thinking about how to write 
an article. One day, the deadline was approaching for a 
difficult magazine article, so his wife decided to leave him 
at home so he could write. She entertained some visitors, 
taking them to a movie and dinner, and when she returned, 
she discovered that her husband hadn’t typed a single word 
— but he had polished the silver and run the vacuum cleaner. 
However, the time spent doing housework was also time 

 
49 Source: Lois Lowry, Looking Back: A Book of Memories, pp. 141-143. 



 

spent planning the article. The next day, Mr. Meyer sat down 
before the typewriter and quickly wrote a very good article.50 

• As a young man, Dean Koontz kept writing novels and also 
worked to earn a living, but although he published some 
books, his writing career seemed to be going nowhere. His 
wife, Gerda, saw that her husband was worried, so she 
offered to support him for five years as he wrote, saying, “If 
you can’t make it in five years, you never will.” Mr. Koontz 
accepted her offer, and after quitting his job, he started 
writing for sixty hours a week. At the end of the five years, 
Mr. Koontz had succeeded to such an extent that his wife 
quit her job to manage the business end of her husband’s 
writing career.51 

• When Kate Mostel and Madeline Gilford decided to write 
a book of autobiography and anecdotes in conjunction with 
their famous husbands, Zero Mostel and Jack Gilford, Mr. 
Mostel was reluctant at first and thought his wife was 
wasting her time, but after reading a few pages of her 
writing, he became enthusiastic. In fact, he made a writing 
room for Kate in their home, and he bought her a writing 
desk. When a salesman showed him a little writing desk, he 
said, “No, no. That’s too small. We need a serious writing 
desk. My wife’s a writer.”52 

• Humorist H. Allen Smith made a trip with his wife to visit 
places he had lived at as a young man. He and his wife went 
to visit a dance club where Mr. Smith had very happy 
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memories of squiring his girlfriends. They discovered that 
the dance club had been torn down and its foundation was in 
the middle of a pasture where a goat was grazing. Mr. 
Smith’s wife told him, “I see one of your old girlfriends is 
left.”53 

• English critic Sir Max Beerbohm and his aging wife went 
to a party. Sir Max was immediately surrounded by many 
beauties who wanted to impress him, but as soon as it was 
proper for him to leave the party, he turned to his wife and 
said, “Darling, let’s go to a restaurant and find a quiet corner. 
You are looking so charming tonight that I want to talk to 
you alone.”54 

• Beatrice Kaufman, the wife of playwright George S., was 
brilliant in her own right. Playing the game “Ask Me 
Another,” which bored her, she was asked, “Who wrote The 
Virginian?” Having correctly answered “Owen Wister,” she 
was asked the next question, “Who wrote The Virginians?” 
This time she answered “Owens Wisters.”55 

• G.K. Chesterton was disorganized in his personal life, and 
he relied on his wife to keep track of his appointments. One 
day, he sent her a telegram: “AM IN MARKET 
HARBOROUGH. Where ought I to be?” She wired him 
back: “HOME.”56 

• Gail Parent writes comedy, which has occasionally led to 
problems. While she was in college, a suitor gave her one 

 
53 Source: H. Allen Smith, To Hell in a Handbasket, pp. 101-102. 
54 Source: Joey Adams, The God Bit, p. 321. 
55 Source: Corey Ford, The Time of Laughter, pp. 102-103. 
56 Source: Hesketh Pearson, Lives of the Wits, p. 309. 



 

perfect rose. She ruined what could have been a tender 
romantic moment by asking, “Where are the other eleven?”57 

Critics 

• Pat Hutchins wrote a children’s book titled The Mona Lisa 
Mystery, in which someone smuggles the famous painting 
from the museum by wrapping it around a leg then wrapping 
a bandage over the painting. After the book was published, 
a child wrote her to say that the painting could not be 
smuggled out of the museum in that way — the Mona Lisa 
is painted on wood. Ms. Hutchins did some extra research 
and discovered that the child was right.58 

• The Ukrainian playwright O.E. Korneychuk wrote plays 
praising the Communists of the USSR. In one underground 
joke, Comrade Korneychuk said that he had put a lot of fire 
into his new play. A theater-goer replied, “It would have 
been better if it had been the other way around.”59 

• Ballerina Margot Fonteyn was so famous that she had huge 
numbers of press clippings, most of which she neglected to 
read. However, one notice did give her special satisfaction: 
“Margot Fonteyn, who has triumphed in many more exotic 
places, last night conquered Flatbush.”60 

• Dorothy Parker — who signed her book reviews in The 
New Yorker as “Constant Reader” — disliked cutesy 
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children’s books. She wrote this review of A.A. Milne’s 
House at Pooh Corner: “Tonstant Weader fwowed up.”61 

• Walter Savage Landor enjoyed criticizing many, many 
things. Once he even criticized the Psalms! Hearing this, a 
friend of his, Marguerite, Countess Blessington, smiled and 
said, “Do write something better, Mr. Landor.”62 

• After being barred from seeing the opening of a play, 
columnist Walter Winchell wrote that he would wait three 
days and see the play’s closing.63 

Death 

• While traveling, Mark Twain and his friends tortured 
irritating tour guides by constantly asking if someone was 
dead. For example, when a tour guide showed them a bust of 
Christopher Columbus, they would ask, “Is he dead?” Once, 
Mr. Twain and friends visited the Capuchin Cemetery, 
where the bones of dead monks were used to make arches 
and other ornaments. One of the exhibitions of the cemetery 
was the corpse of a monk who had been dead for 150 years. 
Mr. Twain decided to cut the tour short because he could tell 
that his friends were tempted to ask, “Is he dead?”64 

• Children’s author Roald Dahl almost died because of 
careless instructions. During World War II, he was told to 
fly to a certain airbase but when he arrived nothing was there 
because his instructions were off by 50 miles. Low on fuel 
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and with night approaching, he decided to try to land the 
plane. He crashed, and he suffered serious head injuries. 
Fortunately, he managed to get out of the plane. The burning 
plane attracted the attention of some British soldiers and Mr. 
Dahl was taken to a military hospital.65 

• Dorothy Parker was cremated after her death. She greatly 
admired Martin Luther King, Jr., and she bequeathed her 
estate to the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. Her ashes are at the headquarters of the 
NAACP, which dedicated a memorial garden to her 
memory. The marker in the garden says, “This memorial 
garden is dedicated to her noble spirit, which celebrated the 
oneness of humankind and to the bonds of everlasting 
friendship between black and Jewish people.”66 

• As a man who has spent much time in the wilderness, Gary 
Paulsen, author of Hatchet, has seen corpses of people who 
have died of many things, including “blatant stupidity.” In 
one remarkable case, a man went cross-country skiing in the 
dead of winter but neglected to take along matches or a 
lighter. He broke his leg and froze to death, although enough 
wood was around him to have kept thousands of people 
warm.67 

• Robert Benchley and Charles MacArthur attended the 
funeral of a friend whose wake had been held in a third-floor 
walk-up apartment. After the service, the pallbearers picked 
up the coffin and started to carry it down a twisting staircase 
that forced them to hold the coffin in a slanted position. 
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Watching them, Mr. Benchley commented, “Oh my, the 
change will fall out of his pocket.”68 

• A man asked Scottish poet Robert Burns to lend him his 
black coat so he could attend a funeral the following day. 
Mr. Burns replied that he would be attending that funeral, so 
he could not lend him his black coat. But he suggested, “I 
can recommend the most excellent substitute. Throw your 
character over your shoulders. That will be the blackest coat 
you ever wore in your lifetime.”69 

• While writing Roots, Alex Haley became depressed. He 
suffered from writer’s block, and he traveled on a ship to 
Africa, hoping that it would help him to write. One night, he 
thought about throwing himself overboard and drowning, 
but then he heard the voices of his ancestors, including 
Kunta Kinte and his grandmother, speak to him and tell him 
that he had to finish Roots.70 

• Quentin Crisp, author of The Naked Civil Servant, could be 
bitchy when confronted by public displays of grief over the 
deaths of celebrities whom the mourners did not know. 
When a crying woman ran into a cafe where Mr. Crisp was 
sitting and dramatically announced that the Welsh poet 
Dylan Thomas had died, Mr. Crisp asked, “Was he a relation 
of yours?”71 
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• Geraldine Farrar’s autobiography titled Such Sweet 
Compulsion begins, “I died in the beginning of the year 
1923.” No, Ms. Farrar did not die then, either emotionally or 
physically. Her mother died then, and Ms. Farrar wrote her 
autobiography using both her own voice and that of her 
mother, who she believed had gone on to a higher plane of 
existence.72 

• In her book Mark Twain in Nevada, Effie Mona Mack 
wrote about the cheapness of life in the frontier. In 1863, a 
man who was shot and died in Virginia City, Nevada, 
remained under a billiards table from 4 a.m. until noon while 
frontiersmen continued to shoot billiards above him. The 
coroner was too busy to come and take away the corpse.73 

• In Highgate Cemetery in London, many tourists visit the 
grave of Elizabeth Eleanor Siddal, who was the wife and 
model of the painter Dante Gabriel Rossetti. When she died 
in 1862, Rossetti buried some poems with her. However, in 
1869, he reconsidered and had her grave dug up so he could 
retrieve the poems.74 

• On his deathbed, irreverent playwright Brendan Behan was 
taken care of by a nun. With his last words, he thanked her, 
then added, “May you be the mother of a bishop.”75 

Editors 
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• A young Broadway columnist for the New York World-
Telegram didn’t like the way his column was being edited, 
so he went to see the copy editor, a Mr. Doyle, and said, “I’m 
damn well fed up with the way you’ve been trimming my 
stuff. After all, this is Broadway stuff I’m writing. You don’t 
know anything about Broadway. You never get around the 
hot spots. You’re not qualified to pass judgment on 
Broadway topics. Now admit it, Mr. Doyle.” Mr. Doyle 
replied, “You’re right. I’m just a country boy. I don’t know 
a thing about Broadway and the night spots. I never been in 
one of them nightclubs. I don’t see Times Square once a 
year. I’m a country boy, brought up on a farm, spent most of 
my life on a farm, and consequently there’s only one thing I 
know. I know horse sh*t when I see it.”76 

• Gertrude Stein was known for her odd style of writing, 
which provoked this parody in a rejection slip from editor 
A.J. Fifield: “I am only one, only one, only one. Only one 
being, one at the same time. Not two, not three, only one. 
Only one life to live, only sixty minutes in one hour. Only 
one pair of eyes. Only one brain. Only one being. Being only 
one, having only one pair of eyes, having only one time, 
having only one life, I cannot read your MS three or four 
times. Not even one time. Only one look, only one look is 
enough. Hardly one copy would sell here. Hardly one. 
Hardly one.”77 

• A woman sent editor Walter H. Page a story to read, but he 
sent it back to her saying that it was not suitable for 
publication in his magazine. The woman then wrote him, 
saying that he had not read the story because she had glued 
the corners of a couple of pages together and when the story 
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came back to her, those corners were still glued together. Mr. 
Page replied to the woman: “Madam, when I get an egg for 
breakfast, I do not need to eat the whole of it to see that it is 
bad.”78 

• At a New England Yearly Meeting of Quakers, they 
debated about the wording of the Discipline. Some people 
thought that a certain paragraph should perhaps be deleted 
or altered. One man, however, objected, saying, “I should be 
sorry to see that paragraph left out, or even changed. Those 
words seem almost sacred to me.” Rufus Jones spoke up and 
said, “Nothing very sacred about that — I wrote it myself.”79 

Education 

• Helene Hanff, author of 84 Charing Cross Road and The 
Duchess of Bloomsbury Street, got to college through a 
fluke. Since she was born in 1915, the Depression was raging 
when she normally would have gone to college, and her 
parents simply had no money to send her. However, Temple 
University was offering scholarships, so Miss Hanff took the 
scholarship exam and failed spectacularly in the map section 
of the exam. Here’s what happened. The History exam was 
in two parts: Part 1 required written answers and Part 2 was 
a map test (locating countries, etc., on an unmarked map). 
Since Miss Hanff’s high school History exams had never 
included map tests, she decided to cram for this part of the 
test. She got two maps — one of the U.S. and one of Europe 
— and studied them. Eventually she had them cold, partly 
by memorizing the color of the countries. Unfortunately, the 
map on the History test was a black-and-white map of the 
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world, and so Miss Hanff ended up identifying the Pacific 
Ocean as “Africa.” Fortunately, she aced the written part of 
the test. Because the examining committee was intrigued by 
the disparity of the scores on the two parts of her test, they 
interviewed her, found out what had happened, and allowed 
her to go to college.80 

• As a cub steamboat pilot on the Mississippi River, Mark 
Twain was taught a valuable, but embarrassing, lesson by an 
experienced pilot, Mr. Bixby. Mr. Bixby asked Mark if he 
knew enough to take the steamboat across the next crossing. 
Aware that there was plenty of water in the channel and no 
chance of running aground, Mark replied that of course he 
could, since “I couldn’t get bottom there with a church 
steeple.” Mr. Bixby replied, “You think so, do you?” 
Something in Mr. Bixby’s voice shook Mark’s confidence, 
which Mr. Bixby’s leaving Mark alone in the pilothouse did 
nothing to restore. The crossing did not go smoothly. Mark 
imagined shallow water and reefs everywhere, and 
eventually had to be rescued by Mr. Bixby, although there 
was absolutely no danger of grounding the steamboat. After 
the ordeal, Mr. Bixby told his protege, “You shouldn’t have 
allowed me or anybody else to shake your confidence …. 
Try to remember that. And another thing: when you get into 
a dangerous place, don’t turn coward. That isn’t going to 
help matters any.”81 

• Lorraine Hansberry attended the University of Wisconsin 
for a while, but dropped out after two years because of a 
course in Scenic Design. She liked the course, she worked 
hard in it, and she expected to receive an A. However, when 
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she received her grade report, she discovered that the 
instructor had given her a failing grade. When she asked 
why, he explained that a black woman could not succeed in 
the theater, and he was trying to save her from future 
disappointment. In 1959, the New York Drama Critics Circle 
named Ms. Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun the Best Play of 
the Year.82 

• When he was a schoolchild, children’s book author Walter 
Dean Myers had a reputation for fighting teachers because 
one day, he thought he would entertain his schoolmates by 
pretending to kick his teacher as they walked on a staircase 
landing. Unfortunately, his teacher paused just as young 
Walter launched the kick, and instead of narrowly missing 
the teacher, as he had intended, Walter kicked him squarely 
in the buttocks. After class, his teacher walked him home, 
where he began a conversation with his mother by saying, 
“Mrs. Myers, I had a little problem with Walter that I think 
you should know about.”83 

• At Columbia University, author Corey Ford was so busy 
that he didn’t have time to read any books for his course in 
18th-century literature with Professor Harrison Ross Steeves. 
Mr. Ford skipped the final examination, then arranged for an 
oral examination, at which he appeared totally unread and 
unprepared. After Mr. Ford answered the first question — 
and got the sex wrong of a major literary character — 
Professor Steeves handed him a contemporary book to read, 
then gave him a gentleman’s C for the course.84 
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• In his book A Tramp Abroad, Mark Twain wrote about the 
lecture system at Heidelberg, where attendance was not 
mandatory. Often, only a few students showed up for 
especially arcane lectures. Mr. Twain told of a lecturer who 
spoke day after day to an audience consisting of three 
students. One day, two of the students were away, and only 
one student showed up for the lecture. The lecturer began his 
remarks as usual by saying, “Gentlemen,” corrected himself 
and said, “Sir,” then went on with his lecture.85 

• E.B. White is the famous author of Charlotte’s Web and 
many books of essays, and he learned about writing 
wherever he could, including from his English professor at 
Cornell, William Strunk, author of a small book titled 
Elements of Style. Another helpful advisor was a Mr. Johns, 
city editor at the Seattle Times. Mr. White was seeking the 
best way to phrase something, and he asked Mr. Johns for 
help. Mr. Johns gave him this very good advice: “Just say 
the words.”86 

• Humorist Robert Benchley attended Harvard, where he 
became editor of the Lampoon. Just before finals, he became 
very ill. Unable to get out of bed for his International Law 
final, he had a proctor give him the exam in his bedroom. An 
essay question on the final concerned the Newfoundland 
Fisheries case, and he wrote about the case using the point 
of view of a fish. (Mr. Benchley’s professor gave him an F, 
which kept him from getting a degree at Harvard until 
later.)87 
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• Show the haters that they are wrong. Robert DeMott and 
Dave Smith became friends in the early 1970s. They had a 
number of things in common that facilitated their friendship: 
they were or would become editors, scholars, teachers, and 
writers, plus both had been told as undergraduates by 
professors that they “were not smart enough or able enough 
to amount to much in the ‘real’ world” — predictions that 
they ignored. Mr. DeMott became a noted John Steinbeck 
scholar, and Mr. Smith became a noted poet.88 

• When Michael Moore, author of Stupid White Men, was in 
his sophomore year in college, he tried for an hour to find a 
parking space so he could get out of his car and go to class. 
After an hour, he gave up and shouted, “That’s it — I’m 
dropping out!” Then he went home and told his parents that 
he was dropping out of school. When they asked him why, 
he explained, “I couldn’t find a parking space.” He never 
attended class again.89 

• When Peg Bracken, author of I Hate to Cook Book, started 
writing, she would often type the first page of a famous short 
story for inspiration. Often, she discovered that the page did 
not look as impressive typed on a sheet of paper as it did 
printed on a page in a book, so sometimes she would imitate 
her English professor and write on the sheet of paper: “You 
can do better than this, Mr. Faulkner.”90 

• While living in Burr Oak, Iowa, Laura Ingalls Wilder, 
author of Little House on the Prairie, used to live above a 
grocery store. In the afternoons, she and her sister practiced 
elocution — reading out loud with feeling — for school. 
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They didn’t know it, but grocery store customers used to 
come by regularly and stand where they could hear the girls 
read exciting stories and poems.91 

• When comic writer H. Allen Smith was a youth attending 
parochial school, he did well in some subjects, but was 
terrible at accounting. However, he discovered a novel way 
to improve his accounting grade. After discovering an 
unlocked window, he used to go to school after hours a few 
times a week and copy the accounting ledger of grade-A 
student Helen Weisenburger.92 

• Leo Rosten, author of The Joy of Yiddish, discovered early 
in his life an easy way to get out of doing his chores: All he 
had to do was pick up a book and read it. When he was 
reading something, his parents would do his chores for him 
rather than interrupt the learning process.93 

• Lord Byron was asked on an examination about Jesus’ 
miracle of turning water into wine. As other students wrote 
on and on about the miracle’s religious and spiritual 
meaning, Byron sat quietly for a long time, then wrote, “The 
water met its Master, and blushed.”94 

Fans 

• While writing his young adult novel I Am the Cheese, the 
late Robert Cormier needed to include a telephone number. 
He worried about making up a telephone number because he 
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knew that people would call it, and the person whose number 
it was might not like the calls. Therefore, he used his own 
telephone number. As soon as the novel was published, his 
telephone started ringing. Over the years, thousands of 
children and teenagers have called that number and talked to 
him. Fortunately, Mr. Cormier enjoyed talking to his readers. 
He acknowledged, “As a writer, I can’t afford to be a recluse 
or not involved with life.”95 

• After the publication of her best-selling book The Sea 
Around Us, environmentalist Rachel Carson became a major 
celebrity. During a lecture tour in the South, she stopped in 
a beauty parlor to have her hair done. Suddenly, her hair 
dryer stopped, and the proprietor of the beauty parlor said, 
“I hope you don’t mind, but there is someone who wants to 
meet you.” She did meet the person, with her still-wet hair 
up in curlers and a towel wrapped around her neck.96 

• The poet John Greenleaf Whittier disliked celebrity 
hunters. One day, he was in a store talking with the owner 
when a woman came in and asked if he could tell her where 
the famous poet John Greenleaf Whittier lived. Mr. Whittier 
pointed to his own house, which was across the street. Then 
he made sure to keep away from his house until the celebrity 
hunter had left the vicinity.97 

• Louisa May Alcott, author of Little Women, was a major 
celebrity in her day. Once, a woman told her, “If you ever 
come to Oshkosh, your feet will not be allowed to touch the 
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ground — you will be carried in the arms of the people. Will 
you come?” Ms. Alcott replied, “Never.”98 

• R.L. Stine, author of the Goosebumps and Fear Street 
series, has many young fans who enjoy his writing. One 
nine-year-old boy got Mr. Stine’s autograph on a copy of 
Monster Blood. After receiving the autograph, the boy told 
Mr. Stine, “I’m the luckiest man on earth!”99 

 
98 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and Tongues, p. 
115. 
99 Source: R.L. Stine, It Came From Ohio: My Life as a Writer, pp. 125-
126. 



 

CHAPTER 3: From Fathers to Marriage 

Fathers 

• Author Frank DeCaro was such a poor player in Little 
League baseball that his coach created a new position just 
for him: roving outfielder. He was stationed in the parking 
lot because no one could hit a ball that far. After the season 
was over, Frank told his father that he wanted to quit. 
Surprised, his father asked why he had begun to play in the 
first place, and Frank answered that he had done it for him, 
because he knew that his father wanted a son who played 
sports. That’s when his father said something wise and 
wonderful: “Don’t ever do anything just for me.”100 

• Isaac Asimov wrote hundreds of books during his life. His 
father once looked at one of the many books Mr. Asimov 
had written and asked, “How did you learn all this, Isaac?” 
Mr. Asimov replied, “From you. You valued learning, and 
you taught me to value it. All the rest came without 
trouble.”101 

• Leo Rosten’s father emigrated from Poland to the United 
States. To learn English, he attended night school, where a 
teacher asked him for an example of a noun. He answered, 
“A door.” She then asked him for another example of a noun, 
so he answered, “Another door.”102 

Food 

• When Gary Paulsen wrote his novel Hatchet, which is 
about a young boy who finds himself alone in the wilderness 
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with only a hatchet when the person piloting the small plane 
he is in dies of a heart attack, he wanted the novel to be as 
realistic as possible. Therefore, whatever the hero, Brian, 
experiences in the novel, Mr. Paulsen also set out to 
experience in real life. In doing this, he was remarkably 
successful, even creating fire using a hatchet and a stone. 
However, he experienced a setback when he attempted to eat 
turtle eggs. The eggs so nauseated him that he vomited, 
despite three valiant attempts to eat them. However, his lead 
sled dog, Cookie, enjoyed eating the eggs — she also 
enjoyed eating his vomit. Despite his lack of success in 
eating the turtle eggs, Mr. Paulsen decided to leave the egg-
eating scene in his novel — he figured that Brian would be 
so hungry that he would be able to eat the eggs and not 
vomit.103 

• One morning, President Theodore Roosevelt sat down to a 
breakfast of sausages with a book in his hands. The book was 
The Jungle, by Upton Sinclair, and President Roosevelt read, 
“There was never the least attention paid to what was cut up 
for sausage … meat on the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, 
where workers had tramped and spit uncounted billions of 
germs … meat stored in great piles … and thousands of rats 
would race about on it.” President Roosevelt screamed, “I’M 
POISONED!” — then he threw his breakfast sausages out a 
White House window.104 

• Alex Haley knew that he wanted to be a writer, and he was 
willing to live in poverty in order to have time to write. 
While Mr. Haley was living in New York City, a friend 
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offered to give him a job, but he turned it down because he 
wanted to be a writer. Mr. Haley then took stock of his food 
supplies, and he discovered that he had only two cans of 
sardines — and to replenish his food supply, he had only 18 
cents. The next day, Mr. Haley sold one of his articles, and 
he framed the two cans of sardines and the 18 cents. Later, 
of course, he wrote Roots.105 

• The ancient Greek poet Timokreon was born on the 
Mediterranean island of Rhodes, but he became the guest of 
the king of Persia. While sitting at the king’s table, 
Timokreon ate so much that the king of Persia was 
astonished, but Timokreon explained that he was stuffing 
himself so he could demonstrate his fighting skill the next 
day. He made good on his boast, and after defeating several 
warriors, he started slashing his sword at the air, explaining 
that he still had many blows left for anyone who wished to 
fight him.106 

• While riding the bus home, gay author Michael Thomas 
Ford heard a couple of teenage boys talking about “faggots” 
and saying that a certain macrobiotic restaurant the bus had 
passed was a hangout for “fags.” One of the boys says, “All 
them homos eat that health food sh*t.” When Mr. Ford got 
off the bus at his stop, he first leaned down to the boys and 
said, “You know, some of us homos eat the same crap you 
two do.”107 

• In her book on children surviving cancer, I Want to Grow 
Hair, I Want to Grow Up, I Want to Go to Boise, Erma 
Bombeck tells about a child who had lost her hair to 
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chemotherapy and was being stared at by some young 
children in a hospital. The child pulled off her wig as she 
said, “Hey, you want to see what happens when you don’t 
eat your vegetables?”108 

• Dr. Seuss wrote Green Eggs and Ham after Random House 
editor Bennett Cerf challenged him to write a children’s 
book using only 50 words. Although he met the challenge, 
Dr. Seuss says that writing the book did have a disadvantage 
— afterward, whenever he was invited to a banquet, he was 
served green eggs and ham.109 

• When playwright Neil Simon was a child, he told his 
mother that he liked chocolate pudding, so she made 
chocolate pudding for dessert 15 days in a row. Finally, he 
got tired of always eating chocolate pudding for dessert, so 
he said that he didn’t want the pudding. His mother said, 
“But I thought you liked it.”110 

• Gertrude Stein wrote the autobiography of her friend Alice 
B. Toklas; however, Ms. Toklas did write the Alice B. Toklas 
Cookbook. This book describes meals with famous painters 
and authors — it also includes a recipe for Haschich 
Fudge.111 

Gays and Lesbians 
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• When gay author Michael Thomas Ford first lived in New 
York, he didn’t know what to expect when he became 
involved with the gay scene. During Pride Weekend, he and 
a lesbian friend went to a gay men’s dance on Christopher 
Street. This turned out to be a mistake, as many of the gay 
men dancing made it clear that they did not want a woman 
present. The next year, Mr. Ford was invited to a women’s 
dance during Pride Weekend. Remembering what had 
happened the previous year, he was nervous about going, but 
his lesbian friends talked him into it. As he had expected, he 
was the only man present, and he was plenty nervous when 
a butch female walked up to him. However, the woman 
simply shook his hand and told him, “I just want you to know 
that I’m glad you’re here.” (So did more than 100 other 
women, many of whom laughed at the slogan on his T-shirt: 
“LESBIAN TRAPPED IN A MAN’S BODY.”) During the 
evening, Mr. Ford noticed that the women’s dance was very 
inclusive. Whereas the people at the previous year’s men’s 
dance were judged by their looks and their buffness, the 
people present at the women’s dance were of all ages, all 
colors, all shapes, and all sizes. Even women in wheelchairs 
were present. The only problem that occurred is that Mr. 
Ford’s lesbian friends got jealous because he was talking to 
more women than they were.112 

• The classic “coming out” novel about a lesbian girl is 
Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita Mae Brown. The classic “coming 
out” autobiography about a gay boy is The Best Little Boy in 
the World by John Reid (pseudonym of financial writer 
Andrew Tobias). Despite having different publishers, both 
books were published in hardback in 1973, and both books 
were published in paperback in 1977. But for the real 
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coincidence, read this: As children, both Mr. Tobias and Ms. 
Brown attended summer camp in Maine. Andy went to 
Camp Wigwam, and Rita Mae went to its sister camp, Camp 
Hiawatha. On a couple of occasions, the two went to the 
movies together, double-dating with a couple of older 
counselors.113 

• Knowing about the gay community can be reassuring. In 
Colorado, lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans and her girlfriend 
were sitting in a park watching a thunderstorm up in the 
mountains. It got dark, and they started walking to their car, 
worrying about their safety. They heard a rustle in the bushes 
and a tall man suddenly stepped out in front of them. Ms. 
Orleans and her girlfriend saw that he was dressed in leather 
from head to toe and immediately felt relief — he wasn’t a 
rapist, just a gay man looking for other gay men.114 

• When gay author Frank DeCaro was interviewed for a job 
as men’s fashion columnist for the Detroit Free Press, his 
editor (who didn’t know that Mr. DeCaro is gay) warned him 
of the job’s “faggot factor” — meaning that almost everyone 
assumes that all men’s fashion columnists are gay. Mr. 
DeCaro replied that he didn’t think it would be a problem for 
him.115 

• Lesbian author Erika Lopez ran into problems when she 
visited her grandmother, who was becoming forgetful. Her 
grandmother kept introducing her to the waiter, Ms. Lopez 
reminded her grandmother that she is a lesbian, then her 
grandmother forgot and introduced her to the waiter again. 
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On some days, Ms. Lopez came out to her grandmother 50 
times.116 

• Lesbian author Gail Sausser is tired of reading lesbian 
novels that have unhappy endings; she strongly prefers a 
happy ending. Many of her friends are the same way. In fact, 
one friend always reads the last two paragraphs of any 
lesbian novel she is considering buying because she wants to 
make sure it doesn’t have an unhappy ending.117 

• During his time as a prisoner, gay playwright Oscar Wilde 
stood on a train platform in drizzling rain while handcuffed 
to two other convicts. He said to one of the police officers 
escorting him, “Sir, if this is the way Queen Victoria treats 
her convicts, she doesn’t deserve to have any.”118 

• A reader wrote in to Dear Abby to ask, “A pair of gay men 
is moving in across the street. What can we do to improve 
the neighborhood?” Dear Abby (Abigail Van Buren) replied, 
“You could move.”119 

• Liane de Pougy, an author and the lesbian lover of the 
American poet Natalie Barney, was reputed to say this 
during confession: “Father, except for murder and robbery 
I’ve done everything.”120 

Halloween 
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• As a house-guest, Dorothy Parker belatedly discovered that 
her hostess was a rhymes-with-witch. Entering a bathroom, 
she discovered a female friend of hers, who pointed to a 
decrepit toothbrush, then asked, “What do you think our 
hostess does with that?” Ms. Parker said, “I think she rides 
it on Halloween.”121 

Homes 

• American poet Natalie Barney was not known for her 
housekeeping. Someone once pointed out that her house and 
furniture were dusty, but she merely replied, “The dust is 
pretty; it’s furniture’s face powder!”122 

• In 1979, after buying a 23-room, 129-year-old mansion in 
Bangor, Maine, horror writer Stephen King put a fence 
around it — the fence is decorated with the figures of bats 
and spiders.123 

Illness and Injury 

• In a book about children surviving cancer, Erma Bombeck 
related a story told to her by a father whose daughter had lost 
a leg to Ewing’s sarcoma. His daughter was in a hospital bed 
and was emotionally depressed. An orderly came with a 
wheelchair to take her to the X-ray room. The orderly put 
her in the wheelchair, adjusted the foot that was sticking out, 
then began groping for the foot she didn’t have. The girl with 
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the missing leg looked at the orderly for a moment, then 
smiled and said, “Good luck!”124 

• When World War I started, G.K. Chesterton wanted to 
fight for England, but an injury prevented him from raising 
an arm very high, thus making it impossible for him to join 
the infantry. In addition, his imposing weight made it 
impossible for him to join the cavalry. After taking thought 
of how he could serve his country in war, he said ruefully, “I 
might possibly form part of a barricade.”125 

Illustrations 

• Children’s book authors sometimes have odd 
conversations with the artists who illustrate their books. 
After looking at Newsweek one day, Joanna Cole, author of 
The Magic School Bus Lost in the Solar System, called the 
book’s illustrator, Bruce Degen, to ask, “Bruce, have you 
painted Neptune yet?” She then told him that Newsweek had 
published some photographs that revealed that Neptune had 
a Great Dark Spot, something that astronomers had not 
known about before. Mr. Degen had already painted 
Neptune, but he was able to easily create a Great Dark Spot 
with a dab of dark grey paint.126 

• As a young man, Ludwig Bemelmans, author and 
illustrator of such children’s books as the Madeline series, 
lived in a sparsely furnished apartment. To brighten up the 
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apartment, he painted scenic views on the window shades 
and pictures of elegant pieces of furniture on the walls.127 

Insults 

• Drama critic Percy Hammond occasionally did not like 
certain people, and he showed his dislike. After moving from 
Chicago to New York City, Mr. Hammond was attending a 
play when its press agent came up to him and asked, “Are 
you getting to like New York any better, or are you still 
lonely for Chicago?” Mr. Hammond replied, “Never so 
acutely as tonight.” Another time, Mr. Hammond was tired 
of the hero worship shown to Stuart Sherman, who became 
literary editor of the Herald after working at the University 
of Illinois. On hearing that Mr. Sherman was looking for an 
apartment in New York, Mr. Hammond asked, “Does he 
want to pay a high rent, or is he content with a walk-up 
shrine?”128 

• Unpublished authors sometimes besiege published authors, 
hoping for free criticisms of their works. A woman brought 
a play to Samuel Johnson and requested that he read and 
criticize it. Being already busy with his own work, Dr. 
Johnson begged off, saying that if she read through it herself 
with a critical eye, she would find the same mistakes he 
would. The woman said, “But sir, I have no time — I have 
already so many irons in the fire.” Dr. Johnson replied, 
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“Then, madam, the best thing I can advise you to do is put 
your tragedy along with your irons.”129 

• Author G.K. Chesterton became annoyed by the noise 
made by a local film studio located near his house because it 
interfered with his writing. Eventually, he sent his secretary 
to complain to the head of the studio. She made a strong 
protest: “The situation is becoming impossible. … Mr. 
Chesterton can’t write.” The studio head replied, “We were 
well aware of that.”130 

• In his autobiography, Ave Atque Vale, writer George 
Moore criticized one of his former professors. The professor, 
Robert Yelverton Tyrrell, responded, “Moore is one of those 
folks who think that Atque [Latin for and] was a Roman 
centurion.”131 

• Oscar Wilde listened to Frank Harris tell a long story which 
turned out to be a paraphrase of a story by Anatole France. 
Afterward, Mr. Wilde said, “What a charming story, Frank. 
Anatole France would have spoiled it.”132 

Language 

• Ian Fleming, the author of the James Bond books, worked 
for British Naval Intelligence during World War II. 
Sometimes, he would take a captured German U-boat 
captain to lunch at his favorite London restaurant and 
attempt to become friendly in an effort to pick up some 
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scraps of information not yet known to British Naval 
Intelligence. During one meal, the waiter overheard Mr. 
Fleming and his guest talking in German about shipping, so 
the waiter called Scotland Yard. Mr. Fleming and his guest 
were arrested, and it was some time before Mr. Fleming 
could convince Scotland Yard that he was not a German 
spy.133 

• During an oral test in Divinity, Oxford College, Oscar 
Wilde was asked to translate out loud a passage from the 
Greek New Testament. The passage described Christ’s 
Passion and Mr. Wilde translated quickly and fluently. After 
a number of verses, the Chairman of the Examination 
Committee told him he could stop, but Mr. Wilde said that 
he wanted to continue, saying, “Oh, do let me go on. I want 
to see how it finishes.”134 

• Mark Twain believed that vigorous cussing was one of the 
greatest joys of life; unfortunately, his wife, Livy, disagreed. 
One morning, Mr. Twain cut himself while shaving, so he 
vigorously shouted a long stream of cuss words. Livy, in an 
attempt to shock him, calmly repeated each word he had 
said. Mr. Twain smiled at his wife, then said, “You know the 
words, dear Livy, but you don’t know the tune.”135 

• In the first half of the 20th century, John Kieran, a New York 
Times sports columnist, was invited to a forum at an Ivy 
League university, where some of the students criticized Mr. 
Kieran’s school, Fordham, because it provided its graduates 
with what they considered a less-than-ideal classical 
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education. Mr. Kieran responded by rising and speaking in 
defense of Fordham — in Latin.136 

• Mark Twain wrote in Innocents Abroad that when he was 
in Paris, he fell into the trap of thinking that no one around 
him could speak English. He told a friend, “Dan, just look at 
this girl, how beautiful she is!” The “girl” turned to him and 
said, “I thank you more for the evident sincerity of the 
compliment, sir, than for the extraordinary publicity you 
have given to it!”137 

• Investigative reporter I.F. Stone was very interested in 
studying the Greek and Latin classics in the original 
languages. Once he was asked whether he would be able to 
communicate with Pericles, if the ancient Greek political 
leader should miraculously come back. “Sure,” Mr. Stone 
replied, “if he spoke Yiddish.”138 

• As a child growing up in Edwight, West Virginia, Mary 
Carter Smith used to compete in cussing contests. Because 
she was so good with language, she always won. As an adult, 
she put her love of language to a much more socially 
acceptable use as an African-American griot (storyteller).139 

• While in the apartment of poet and Latinist A.E. Housman, 
Cyril Clemens picked up a copy of an edition of the Roman 
poet Manilius. When he did so, several pages from the back 
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of the book fell to the floor — obviously, Mr. Housman had 
made much use of this book.140 

• Dr. Samuel Johnson, the author of the first comprehensive 
English dictionary and thus a man who knew the definitions 
of words, apparently had bad personal hygiene habits. Once 
a woman told him, “You smell.” Dr. Johnson replied, “You 
smell; I stink.”141 

• Author Mordecai Richler tells a story about being in 
Barcelona in 1951, where he saw a Joel McCrea western 
movie which had been dubbed. In the movie, Mr. McCrea 
moseyed up to a bar in a Tombstone saloon and ordered, 
“Uno cognac, por favor.”142 

Letters 

• Openly gay writer Dan Woog receives his share of hate 
mail; however, he once received a letter that stated, in its 
entirety, “Dear Dan, I apologize.” He has no idea who wrote 
the letter or what they were apologizing for, but the letter got 
him thinking about apologies that he wishes other people 
would make. For example, he wishes that Dick Armey 
would apologize to fellow politician Barney Frank for 
calling him “Barney Fag.” Such apologies do not occur often 
in real life, so Mr. Woog decided to write them himself. They 
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appear in his book, Dear Dan … Apologies From an 
Imperfect World.143 

• Maurice Sendak, author/illustrator of Where the Wild 
Things Are and In the Night Kitchen, likes to receive letters 
from children because they are so honest. He says that when 
a child likes a book, the child will write something like, “I 
love your book. Thank you. I want to marry you when I grow 
up,” but if a child doesn’t like a book, the child will write 
something like, “Dear Mr. Sendak: I hate your book. Hope 
you die soon. Cordially.”144 

• Harold Ross received a letter from a writer who used very 
fancy stationery that included not only his name and address, 
but also quotations from critics. Before answering the letter, 
Mr. Ross had his own fancy stationery created which 
included this quotation by critic Franklin Pierce Adams: 
“Among those present was Harold Ross.”145 

• R.L. Stine, author of the Goosebumps and Fear Street 
series, receives many letters from his young fans. One of his 
favorite letters says, “Dear R.L. Stine, I’ve read forty of your 
books — and I think they’re really boring!”146 

Marriage 

• Lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans has lots of gay men as 
friends. One day, she was having so much fun hanging out 
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with a gay man that one of her friends said that they ought to 
get married. The thought occurred to Ms. Orleans that she 
and the gay man could legally get married — although she 
and her girlfriend couldn’t. “Whoa,” she said. “He and I 
actually could.” Her friend thought a moment, then said, 
“Yes, it’s legal. Perverse, but legal.”147 

• A little girl reading a Hans Christian Andersen storybook 
asked satirist George Ade, “Does m-i-r-a-g-e spell 
marriage?” Mr. Ade answered, “Yes.”148 
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CHAPTER 4: From Media to Practical Jokes 

Media 

• Gene Fowler was the first managing editor of the New York 
Mirror, which was owned by William Randolph Hearst. 
Before the newspaper began publication, Mr. Hearst ordered 
Mr. Fowler to create a dummy newspaper that could be run 
through the presses to make sure the presses were all right. 
Following orders, Mr. Fowler sat down and wrote an entire 
newspaper — but every article he wrote for the newspaper 
was about Mr. Hearst’s sex life, including “oddities.” When 
the newspaper had been printed, Mr. Fowler called up Mr. 
Hearst and reported that the presses were working fine, but 
after Mr. Fowler had departed for the day, Mr. Hearst 
decided that he would like to see a copy of the dummy 
newspaper for himself, so he called the newspaper office and 
ordered a copy sent to him. When Mr. Fowler returned and 
discovered that a copy of the newspaper had been sent to Mr. 
Hearst, he thought that he would very quickly be fired. 
However, Mr. Hearst merely sent him a telegram: “DEAR 
GENE FOWLER. FOUND YOUR FIRST ISSUE OF THE 
‘MIRROR’ VERY LIVELY, VERY ENTERTAINING. 
HOPE SUCCEEDING ISSUES WILL BE A LITTLE 
MORE CAREFUL ABOUT LIBEL. GOOD LUCK, 
WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST.”149 

• In the early days of the 20th century, the editor of a small-
town newspaper in Indiana wanted to delay the afternoon 
edition of the paper until he received word of who had won 
the Indianapolis 500. In those days, the fastest form of 
communication was the telegraph, so the editor made 
arrangements for him to be telegraphed the name of the 
winner. Being nervous about holding up the afternoon 
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edition of the newspaper, the editor telegraphed his 
correspondent, reminding him that the afternoon edition was 
being held up. The correspondent telegraphed back, “WILL 
OVERHEAD WINNER.” In telegram language, this meant 
that the correspondent would send the name of the winner by 
telegram when it was available. Unfortunately, the editor 
didn’t realize that, and the afternoon edition of the 
newspaper appeared with the headline “Will Overhead Wins 
Race” with a short article about a racer named Will 
Overhead coming out of nowhere to win the Indianapolis 
500.150 

• As an early 20th-century newspaperman, Ben Hecht was a 
picture chaser. Camera equipment back then was difficult to 
lug around, and so picture chasers would sneak into houses 
and steal photographs of people in the news so they could 
print them in their newspaper. Often, Mr. Hecht would 
pretend to be a census taker or a bill collector to get into a 
house so he could steal a photograph from a mantel or off a 
wall. However, the champion picture chaser in Chicago was 
a man by the name of Leroy T. Benzinger. He would knock 
on a door, and when the lady of the house answered, he 
would take out his glass eye. After the lady of the house had 
fainted, he would walk into her house and steal the 
photograph his newspaper needed.151 

• Anne Royall, a feminist and muckraker, knew how to get 
an interview. President John Quincy Adams did not want to 
give her an interview, so she followed him. He went to the 
Potomac River, took off his clothes, then went swimming. 
Ms. Royall came out of her hiding spot, sat down on his 
clothes, and declined to leave until after he had answered all 
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her questions. As a muckraker, she made Francis Scott Key 
so angry that he, Joseph Gales (publisher of the Washington 
Intelligencer), and John Eaton (Secretary of War under 
President Andrew Jackson) had her arrested as a common 
scold. In court, she was found guilty of the charge, but the 
judge declined to give her the prescribed punishment — 
being dipped on a dunking stool. Instead, he fined her $10.152 

• As a young reporter in Chicago, Charles MacArthur 
interviewed Spanish novelist Blasco-Ibáñez, author of Blood 
and Sand (which was later made into a movie starring 
Rudolph Valentino), for the Tribune. Mr. MacArthur 
interviewed the celebrated author in his hotel room, where 
Mr. Blasco-Ibáñez was lounging in bed. Immediately, Mr. 
Blasco-Ibáñez launched into vociferous criticism of all 
things Chicagoan. The next day, Mr. MacArthur’s story 
appeared on the front page of the Tribune. He had written a 
few words about the celebrated author’s tirade against 
Chicago, but most of the article’s 1,000 words were devoted 
to a description of Mr. Blasco-Ibáñez’ toes, which had been 
clearly visible as he lay in bed.153 

• David F. Day and Gerald Letcher went West together in 
1878. Soon, they decided to start a newspaper in Ouray, 
Colorado. Thinking about a name for the newspaper, Mr. 
Day said that the name must be solid and honest — like the 
famous prizefighter Bill Muldoon. Therefore, they named 
the newspaper The Solid Muldoon. Soon, the newspaper was 
one of the most widely read in the West, largely because of 
the crusading spirit of Mr. Day, who stood up for the rights 
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of the people. Although Mr. Day faced as many as 47 libel 
suits at one time, none of the people suing him for slander 
ever received as much as a penny.154 

• People have been suspicious of the media for decades. 
When Hugh Troy worked at a security job in Washington 
D.C., he was required to write a memo reporting in detail on 
every conversation he had with a member of the media. 
Since he lived next door to a newspaper publisher, Mr. Troy 
was greatly annoyed by this rule. Finally, he sent in a memo 
detailing a conversation with a representative of the 
Washington Post — his paperboy. The rule was 
terminated.155 

• Many professional writers find writing difficult and are 
chronically late with copy that is due at magazines. Often, a 
magazine editor would call humorist Robert Benchley, who 
frequently made use of messenger boys, with an inquiry 
about the whereabouts of copy that was due the week before. 
Mr. Benchley used to drive editors mad with the gentle 
comment, “My goodness, hasn’t that boy got there yet?”156 

• When Maury Maverick, Jr., served in the Texas House of 
Representatives in the 1950s, he introduced a bill that would 
raise the amount of money spent on food in Texas mental 
institutions from 75 cents to $1.10 per patient — thus 
allowing the patients to eat three meals a day. The headline 
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about the bill in the Dallas Morning News the next day said, 
“Liberals Run Amok.”157 

• Humorous poet Oliver Herford’s wife came up with the 
idea to start a weekly publication titled Dreamland, which 
would publish contributors’ work only if the author could 
prove that it had been rejected by at least three major 
publishing houses. Mr. Herford liked the idea, and they 
started the weekly.158 

• A Washington newspaper printed a headline with a typo: 
“CHURCHILL IN BED WITH SLIGHT COED.” President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt sent Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill several copies of the newspaper.159 

Money 

• Long ago, a friend of Peg Bracken’s gave a large business 
dinner at a San Francisco hotel. Service was mediocre, and 
the dinner did not have the fresh asparagus he had ordered 
but instead had canned peas. When it was time to tip, the 
friend took $20 out of his pocket — a little over 11 percent 
instead of the customary 15 percent for very good (not 
mediocre) service. The waiter refused to take the $20, 
saying, “I’m sorry, sir, but we get 15 percent.” The friend 
said, “As you know, this is a voluntary act on my act. And 
you say it isn’t enough?” The waiter said, “No, it’s not 
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enough.” So the friend put the $20 back in his pocket and 
left.160 

• Mark Twain dedicated his first book — The Celebrated 
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County, and Other Sketches — 
to “John Smith” because he had heard that people always 
buy a copy of any book that is dedicated to them. Mr. Twain 
wrote, “It is said that the man to whom a volume is 
dedicated, always buys a copy. If this prove true in the 
present instance, a princely affluence is about to burst upon 
the author.”161 

• During a literary discussion in which lesbian author Valerie 
Taylor was participating, this question came up: “What is the 
function of the novel?” Jim, Ms. Taylor’s son, was listening, 
and he responded, “The function of the novel is to pay the 
rent.” Later, Ms. Taylor discovered that Thomas Hardy had 
said the same thing in a preface to one of his novels, so she 
bought a copy of the novel as a gift for her son.162 

• While in Paris, author Mordecai Richler was taken 
advantage of by several people demanding tips. A doorman 
removed his bags from a taxi, carried them to the front door, 
then extended his hand for a tip. Another man carried his 
bags to the registration desk, then extended his hand for a 
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tip. A third man carried his bags to his hotel room, then 
extended his hand for a tip.163 

• When horror writer Stephen King leaves his house to buy 
a loaf of bread, he sometimes gets so caught up in creating a 
plot for a novel that he forgets to buy the bread. After coming 
home, he tells his wife that he has an idea for a novel that 
will make them $2 million. She usually replies, “Steve, I’m 
delighted, but we still need a loaf of bread.”164 

• Noël Coward was very broke when he received an offer of 
$500 to write a short story using the plot of one of his plays. 
Mr. Coward was happy to receive the money and later said, 
“I reflected gleefully that for $500 I would gladly consider 
turning War and Peace into a music-hall sketch.”165 

• Playwright Richard Brinsley Sheridan was always in debt. 
One day, a creditor asked him to at least pay the interest on 
a debt. Mr. Sheridan replied, “My dear fellow, it is not in my 
interest to pay the principle or in my principle to pay the 
interest.”166 

Mothers 

• When author Joel Perry was nine years old, he was 
victimized by a bully who lived next door. The bully 
pretended to be his friend and threw a baseball to Joel so he 
could hit it, but Joel was not an athlete and kept missing the 
ball, giving the bully an excuse to taunt him. Finally, the 
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bully came up close and personal, screaming at him, “You 
are so stupid! How can you be such a fat, stupid sissy, you 
crybaby retard!” Joel swung the bat and connected — with 
the bully’s head. The bully’s mother came running, grabbed 
Joel, took him to his home, and complained to his mother, 
who said, “I’ll handle this” and shut the door. After shutting 
the door, his mother said to him, “I saw the whole thing. 
What the hell took you so long?” As a special treat, she 
bought him ice cream, then took him to the park to feed the 
ducks.167 

• Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (the creator of Sherlock Holmes) 
and his wife were believers in spiritualism; escape artist 
Harry Houdini was not. Nevertheless, they all became 
friends. One evening, Lady Conan Doyle held a séance and 
attempted to contact Houdini’s deceased mother. She fell 
into a trance and wrote down a message for Houdini from 
his mother, then she came out of the trance. The Conan 
Doyles regarded the séance as a complete success; however, 
Houdini did not. The message Lady Doyle had written was 
in English — a language his Yiddish-speaking mother did 
not know.168 

• Irving Wallace’s mother made an excellent strudel — 
baked dough with a filling of nuts, fruits, and other goodies. 
One day, she had a strudel ready to be rolled up and baked 
when the telephone rang. As she talked on the telephone, 
occasionally she would reach out, grab a few nuts, fruits, or 
other goodies, then eat them as she talked. Finally, she hung 
up the telephone and told young Irving, “Now we’re going 
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to roll the strudel and bake it,” then she looked at the strudel 
and realized that she had eaten all the filling. That day, the 
Wallace family didn’t have a strudel.169 

• Oscar Wilde’s mother was decidedly unconventional. 
Under the name “Speranza,” Lady Wilde wrote pro-Irish 
revolutionary tracts. One day, a friend of hers asked if she 
could bring a “respectable” friend to one of Lady Wilde’s 
parties, and Lady Wilde replied, “You must never employ 
that description in this house; only tradespeople are 
respectable.” On another occasion, Oscar invited a fellow 
student to his home, saying, “I want to introduce you to my 
mother. We have founded a society for the suppression of 
virtue.”170 

• Humor writer Erma Bombeck spoke early and often in 
support of the Equal Rights Amendment, which failed to 
become law in the 1980s. In doing so, she was criticized by 
many people, including a politician who said that she should 
be at home having babies. Ms. Bombeck pointed out that her 
“babies” — she had adopted a girl and given birth to two 
boys — were old enough to vote against the politician.171 

• Lesbian author Kay Wolff adopted a couple of children in 
Colombia and began attending PTA meetings and taking her 
children to soccer practice. One day, the soccer coach patted 
her on the back and said, “We know how hard it is for a 
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single mother.” She replied, “I am not a single mother. I am 
a lesbian.”172 

• Lesbian author Gail Sausser’s coming out to her mother 
was non-traumatic, as her mother simply said, “I know.” 
Gail was surprised and asked, “How could you know?” Her 
mother replied, “I watched you grow up.”173 

Music 

• Michael Thomas Ford, author of That’s Mr. Faggott to You, 
once attended a gay pride rally in New York in which 
speaker after speaker got up and spoke about the gains that 
had been made by gays and lesbians. He cheered and 
pumped his fist, but still felt guilty for being slightly bored. 
After all, he thought, this could be any rally for any group. 
There wasn’t anything at the rally that set gays and lesbians 
off as being different — and isn’t being different part of 
what’s good about being gay? Just then, the loudspeakers 
poured forth Gloria Gaynor’s “I Will Survive,” and 7,000 
gays and lesbians jumped to their feet and started dancing. 
Mr. Ford joyfully writes, “It was a moment that could only 
happen when 7,000 queers stood up and reminded 
themselves that it’s a lot more fun to be different, even if it 
costs us something.”174 

• After retiring from opera, Geraldine Farrar began giving 
music concerts. At one midwestern college, a student 
newspaper reporter spoke to her, explaining that he had a 
problem. He had been asked to write a review of her concert, 
but the only thing he knew enough to write about was 
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football. Therefore, he asked that she write her own review. 
She did so, giving only modest praise to herself, but heaping 
praise upon her artistic colleagues. One colleague was 
especially pleased by the review, and he used to quote it in 
advertisements in trade papers. Ms. Farrar never told him 
who had really written the review.175 

• On the 1922 trip, E.B. White took along a one-stringed 
instrument he had created from a stick and a cigar box — 
and which he played with a worn violin bow. Apparently, 
Mr. White was good with the instrument; he once played a 
flawless “Wearing of the Green” for an Irish gas station 
attendant in return for a tank of gas.176 

Names 

• When Ian Fleming was looking for a simple, but solid, 
name for a British spy character in his novels, he looked over 
his book collection and found the perfect name in the 
ornithologist author of Birds of the West Indies: James Bond. 
Mr. Fleming met Mr. Bond after his books had made the 
name “James Bond” famous. Fortunately, Mr. Bond 
regarded it all as great fun.177 

• Each year, the members of the Science Fiction Writers of 
America give the Nebula Award. Unfortunately, the Nebula 
Award that Isaac Asimov won in 1976 for Best Novelette 
reveals a problem that Mr. Asimov was faced with 
throughout his career — people find his name difficult to 
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spell. The notation on the Nebula Award says that its winner 
is ISAAC ASMIMOV.178 

• In the 1930s, writer Alice Mary Norton had her name 
legally changed to Andre Norton because at that time men 
were able more easily than women to sell their writing. Ms. 
Norton became the famous author of such fantasies as Witch 
World and Star Gate.179 

Nobel Prizes 

• The Nobel Prizes are awarded by a committee of 11 
Swedish men. For a prize to be given, the 11 men have to 
vote unanimously; otherwise, no prize is given in that 
category in that year. This means that one or two men on the 
committee can keep certain nominees from winning. In 
1976, Saul Bellow won the Nobel Prize for Literature. 
Previously, he had been on the short list of writers 
considered for the award, but two men on the selection 
committee had opposed his winning. However, the two men 
died, and Mr. Bellow won the award. When he heard the 
inside story of how he had been chosen for the award, Mr. 
Bellow said, “Oh, you mean it only took two men to die for 
me to get the Nobel Prize!”180 

• Princess Grace of Monaco sent John Steinbeck a 
congratulatory letter when he won the Nobel Prize in 
Literature in 1962, so Mr. Steinbeck asked his wife to look 
up the proper way to address an envelope to a princess so he 
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could reply with the proper etiquette. Mrs. Steinbeck did so, 
then asked if he knew the proper way to begin the letter. 
“Sure,” said Mr. Steinbeck. “I’ve already written it: 
‘Princess Grace, honey — .’”181 

• Dorothy Parker taught at Los Angeles State College, where 
she discovered that the students were “narrow.” She had 
them read John Steinbeck’s Grapes of Wrath, but the 
students disliked the book, saying it was dirty. However, 
when Mr. Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for Literature, the 
students’ attitudes changed. According to Mrs. Parker, 
“After that, they behaved as if they had given it to him.”182 

Old Age 

• In his old age, James M. Barrie, the author of Peter Pan, 
was forced to write with his left hand instead of his right. His 
secretary, Lady Cynthia Asquith (who got her job partly 
because she didn’t know how to type — Mr. Barrie disliked 
the sound of a typewriter), later wrote, “I remember his 
announcing this change quite formally, as though in 
dismissing his right hand he were giving notice to a servant 
of many years faithful service.”183 

• While visiting China, African-American author Alice 
Walker met the great Chinese woman writer Ding Ling, who 
had been imprisoned for opposing the subjection of women. 
Although Ding Ling was still writing at age 80, she wished 
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that she could have back the time she had lost while being 
persecuted. She told Ms. Walker, “Oh, to be 67 again!”184 

Plays 

• Actor Robert Morley enjoyed changing the dialogue of the 
plays he appeared in, including Peter Ustinov’s Halfway Up 
the Tree. When Mr. Ustinov saw the play, he told Mr. 
Morley that it was “very funny.” Mr. Morley said, “That’s a 
relief, Peter. By this time I’m usually not talking to the 
author.” Mr. Ustinov replied, “What? Not even talking to 
yourself?” When Mr. Morley left the play and was replaced 
by actor Jimmy Edwards, Mr. Ustinov said, “I think Jimmy 
Edwards will be great. My only concern is what he will do 
to Bob Morley’s script.”185 

• It’s easy to believe that Alexander Woollcott was the real-
life inspiration for Sheridan Whiteside, the very unpleasant 
guest in George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart’s comic play 
The Man Who Came to Dinner. After all, Mr. Woollcott once 
wrote in Mr. Hart’s guest book: “This is to certify that on my 
first visit to Moss Hart’s house I had one of the most 
unpleasant times I ever spent.”186 

• Changes are frequently made in the scripts of plays before 
they open on Broadway. Zero Mostel was in the play 
Beggar’s Holiday when the director said, “Okay, let’s go 
back to the original script, before the changes.” 
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Unfortunately, nobody any longer had the original script — 
not the composer, not the director, not even the author.187 

• When they were teenagers, Noël Coward and Collie Knox 
attended at a party at which a playwright walked around with 
his nose stuck up in the air. Mr. Coward said, “One day, I 
shall write a play. It will be a success, but I shall try not to 
look like that. Come, let’s have an ice cream.”188 

• Lesbian writer Hollie Hughes’ first play was The Well of 
Horniness, with Garnet McClit as the main character. One 
of the stage directions in the play is this: “Feel free to go too 
far; it’s the only way to go in this play.”189 

Poetry and Poets 

• Langston Hughes wrote poetry in what time he could and 
worked in a restaurant to make money. One day, while 
working at the restaurant, he discovered that the famous poet 
Vachel Lindsay was dining there. Therefore, he put some of 
his poems next to Mr. Lindsay’s dinner plate, where the 
famous poet would be sure to see them. Mr. Lindsay saw the 
poems, read them, and liked what he read. That night, he 
gave a poetry reading at which he read his own poems — 
and some poems by Mr. Hughes. Newspapers covered the 
poetry reading, and Mr. Hughes became known as an up-
and-coming African-American poet.190 
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• The literary career of poet Dave Smith took a giant leap 
forward in 1975, when The New Yorker began to print his 
poetry. Suddenly, his work was in demand. Regarding the 
new eagerness of literary journals to print his poems, he said, 
“A year ago [they] were sending my things back with 
straight rejection slips. I’m a little baffled by it all. I can’t 
believe I’ve gotten so much better in the last year and 
attribute it to the power of publishing in high visibility 
places.” His work did get better — a couple of his volumes 
of poetry have been finalists for the Pulitzer Prize.191 

• Oscar Wilde greatly respected American poet Walt 
Whitman and made sure to meet him during his lecture tour 
through America. At the meeting, the two poets got along 
well, and Mr. Whitman served his guest elderberry wine. 
Later, a friend of Mr. Wilde’s, knowing his epicurean tastes, 
said that it must have been difficult for him to drink the 
elderberry wine. Mr. Wilde replied, “If it had been vinegar, 
I should have drunk it all the same.”192 

• Scottish poet Robert Burns attended church in Dumfries, 
where the minister was fiercely denouncing sinners. Mr. 
Burns noticed a young woman, Miss Ainslie, looking 
through her Bible, trying to find the passage the preacher 
was referring to. Mr. Burns scribbled a few verses, then 
handed them to her:  

“Fair Maid, you need not take the hint, 

“Nor idle texts pursue; 

“’Twas guilty sinners that he meant, 

 
191 Source: Robert J. DeMott, Dave Smith: A Literary Archive, pp. 20-21. 
192 Source: Nancy Caldwell Sorel and Edward Sorel, First Encounters, 
p. 73. 



 

“Not angels — such as you!”193 

• Emily Dickinson became a renowned American poet even 
though her father and her church were against reading. Her 
father believed that books “joggle the mind,” and the 
Congregational Church thought that reading was bad for 
young people. Nevertheless, Ms. Dickinson — always a 
nonconformist — started a Shakespeare Club in which 
members read a book and then gathered together and 
discussed it.194 

• When she was seven years old, P.L. Travers, the author of 
Mary Poppins, wrote poetry, which she showed to her father, 
who was not impressed and who told her, “Hardly W.B. 
Yeats.” Ms. Travers points out, “It would have been hard 
even for Yeats to be W.B. Yeats at the age of seven!”195 

Practical Jokes 

• David F. Day was the editor of a Democratic paper in 
Colorado in the late 1800s and supported the silver standard. 
Once, he was visited by Francis E. Leupp, a journalist who 
was a Republican and who supported the gold standard. In 
addition to being a newspaper editor, Mr. Day was also busy 
as the Indian Agent for the Southern Ute Indians. Because 
he was so busy, Mr. Day allowed Mr. Leupp to write the 
editorial for the week of his visit and ordered his newspaper 
to print whatever Mr. Leupp wrote. Mr. Leupp took 
advantage of Mr. Day’s generosity by writing “A Confession 
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Wrung from Conscience,” an editorial piece ostensibly 
written by Mr. Day, but which totally reversed Mr. Day’s 
position, arguing in favor of the gold standard instead of the 
silver standard. Because Mr. Day lived in a silver-mining 
area where arguing in favor of the gold standard was both 
unpopular and likely to be dangerous, he was forced to hide 
his family until he could explain the cruel practical joke in 
the next week’s edition of his newspaper.196 

• Mark Twain was addicted to practical jokes — especially 
when they were jokes he played on other people. One day, 
when he was looking out the window of an editor’s office on 
the third floor of a building, he noticed a friend of his 
standing immediately below. Unfortunately for his friend, 
Mr. Twain had just been made the recipient of the gift of a 
watermelon by the editor. You can guess what happened to 
the friend and the watermelon. Still, Mr. Twain reflected, the 
friend came out ahead because the practical joke spoiled the 
watermelon, making it unsuitable for eating.197 

• James Thurber was ordered to court with a summons 
intended for John Thurber, his brother. Sitting in the witness 
seat, Mr. Thurber said that he didn’t have his birth 
certificate, but he did have a driver license, a couple of 
letters, and a few bills, all of which bore the name James 
Thurber. The court was convinced that James Thurber was 
not John Thurber — until humorist Robert Benchley walked 
into court, looked straight at James Thurber, and said, “How 
are you, John?”198 
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• Many authors write witty and/or sentimental inscriptions in 
their books. Humorist Frank Sullivan wrote this inscription 
to Marise Campbell: “To dear Marise, without whose 
sympathetic help the undersigned would not have written 
this book,” then signed his name and the date. He wrote this 
inscription in a 1929 Staten Island telephone directory.199 
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CHAPTER 5: From Prejudice to Work 

Prejudice 

• Playwright Lorraine Hansberry, author of the play A Raisin 
in the Sun, was born into a financially well-off family. Her 
father was a real estate agent in Chicago, and he was 
determined to challenge the legal segregation that kept 
blacks and whites in their own separate neighborhoods. 
Therefore, he bought a house in a white neighborhood and 
moved his family into it. As he expected, the city of Chicago 
ordered him to move out, and he responded with a lawsuit. 
In addition, because he expected trouble from his racist 
white neighbors, he made sure that a bodyguard protected 
his family when he was away from home, attending to the 
lawsuit. (Her parents told young Lorraine that the bodyguard 
was a friend.) At one point, several of their white neighbors 
gathered together into a mob, and someone threw a chunk of 
concrete into the Hansberrys’ front window, shattering glass 
everywhere and narrowly missing Lorraine. For a while, 
Lorraine’s mother stayed up late at night, patrolling her 
house with a loaded gun in her hands. During the tension, 
friends stopped by frequently and African-American cab 
drivers drove slowly past the house, checking to make sure 
that everything was okay. Eventually, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled in the Hansberrys’ favor, thus 
establishing that people could not be kept out of a particular 
neighborhood because of their race.200 

• Near Christmas, at her school in Youngstown, Ohio, eight-
year-old Mary Carter Smith waited eagerly to give her 
teacher a gift. When the time arrived, each of the children 
lined up and presented the teacher with a gift. The teacher 
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smiled at the children and accepted their gifts, with one 
exception. When Mary gave her teacher her gift — a white 
handkerchief with pink edging — the teacher did not smile, 
but lifted the handkerchief up by the corner, dropped it into 
a wastebasket, then looked over Mary’s shoulder and smiled 
at the next child in line. At home, Mary cried, told her 
grandmother what had happened, and asked, “Why did she 
do that to me?” Her grandmother explained, “Child, you are 
colored, and that makes a big difference to some people.” 
Fortunately, good teachers also worked in Youngstown. A 
substitute teacher named Mrs. Showalter told the class about 
George Washington Carver and Booker T. Washington. As 
an adult, Ms. Smith recalled, “That was the first time I had 
heard of anyone my color doing anything worthwhile.” 
Another teacher, Miss Gilbert, told her that she would grow 
up to be Somebody. Ms. Smith did become Somebody — 
she became a famous griot (storyteller).201 

• African-American woman writer Ida B. Wells wrote 
passionately about how blacks were treated in racist 
America. While teaching in the public schools, she wrote 
weekly articles for The Living Way, but when white 
politicians learned that she was writing the articles, they 
made sure that she was fired from her teaching job. Because 
of this, she bought a newspaper, the Memphis Free Speech, 
and continued to write against injustices, such as when three 
black businessmen were lynched when they opened a 
grocery store in competition with a white businessman. A 
mob destroyed the offices of the Memphis Free Speech, and 
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she moved on to New York, where she again bought a partial 
interest in a newspaper and wrote against racism.202 

• In 1961, Haki R. Madhubuti joined the United States 
Army. At boot camp, there were 197 white men — and only 
three African-American men. Stepping off the bus, Mr. 
Madhubuti carried a copy of Here I Stand, by the African-
American singer, actor, and civil rights activist Paul 
Robeson. The drill sergeant seized the book, said something 
racist, tore the pages out of the book, and gave a page to each 
new recruit — with orders to use it as toilet paper. Today, 
Mr. Madhubuti is a famous African-American poet.203 

• Before World War II, Liz Carpenter, author of Getting 
Better All the Time and Ruffles and Flourishes, ran for vice 
president of the student body of the University of Texas — 
and was the first woman to be so elected. Her campaign 
posters said, “If you would vote against me for vice-
president of the student body solely because I am a woman, 
you are a son of a ….”204 

• In 1951, environmentalist Rachel Carson published her 
best-selling book The Sea Around Us. She received a number 
of fan letters, including some from sexists. One man wrote 
his letter to Miss Rachel Carson, which was correct, but then 
he began his letter with “Dear Sir,” explaining that he had 
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always felt that men were intellectually superior to 
women.205 

• Investigative reporter I.F. Stone was not welcome at the 
National Press Club after 1941 because he had brought a 
black judge as his guest for lunch. He tried to apply for 
readmission in 1956, but he could not find enough journalists 
to sponsor his application. Finally, he was readmitted in 
1981, 40 years after having a black judge as his guest for 
lunch.206 

• American author Laura Z. Hobson (nee Zametkin) was 
proud of her Jewish heritage. At a dinner party, someone 
said, “Some of my best friends are Jews.” Ms. Hobson spoke 
up: “Some of mine are, too — including my father and 
mother.”207 

• As one of the few African-American students at Harvard in 
the 1890s, W.E.B. Du Bois faced prejudice. At a social 
function, a young woman insisted that because of his race, 
he must be a waiter — he couldn’t be a guest.208 

Problem-Solving 

• As a young man during World War II, journalist Meyer 
Berger wanted to enlist in the Army but he was unable to 
because of his poor eyesight. Fortunately, when Mr. Berger 
attempted a second time to enlist, an understanding officer 
told him to wait for five minutes in the room where the eye 
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chart was located. During those five minutes, Mr. Berger 
memorized the eye chart. Years later, he could still recite the 
chart horizontally, vertically, forwards, and backwards. In 
the Army, he had to keep his poor eyesight a secret until he 
was shipped overseas, so he was put in a regimental band 
with orders to hold a French horn to his lips — and not 
attempt to play it. While stationed overseas, his fellow 
soldiers put what eyesight Mr. Berger had to good use — 
Mr. Berger wrote love letters for them.209 

• When Jerry Spinelli, author of the Newbery Medal-
winning Maniac Magee, attended his ninth-grade prom, the 
girls were angry because they were not allowed to wear 
strapless gowns. Not content with merely being angry, the 
girls also took action. Many of the straps worn to the prom 
that evening were flimsy — one “strap” consisted of a single 
piece of thread. Another girl’s “straps” were actually lines 
painted with eyeliner. Of course, some girls wore real straps 
— but they carried scissors in their purses. By the last dance, 
every girl had bare shoulders.210 

• M.E. Kerr, one of the pseudonyms of Marijane Meaker, is 
the author of such young people’s books as Dinky Hocker 
Shoots Smack. She enjoys frequent visits by teenagers in her 
neighborhood, but she has devised a means to get privacy 
when she needs it. Whenever she wants to be alone, she 
hangs a stuffed rabbit on her door. If the neighborhood 
teenagers see the stuffed rabbit, they don’t visit.211 
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• Nicholasa Mohr worked as a professional artist before she 
began to write such children’s books as Nilda. As a child, 
she lived in a rough neighborhood, and to keep the tough 
kids from beating her up, she offered to draw their portraits. 
Ms. Mohr says, “I would make sure they looked really good, 
almost like movie stars!”212 

• The door to Jane Austen’s sitting room creaks. Why didn’t 
Ms. Austen have it oiled? It gave her warning that visitors 
were coming, so she was able to hide her writing before her 
visitors came into the room.213 

Public Speaking 

• On March 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., gave his 
famous March on Washington Address — the one in which 
he said, “I have a dream.” Among the people present that day 
was novelist Alice Walker, who later wrote the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning The Color Purple. On the day of Dr. King’s 
speech, Ms. Walker climbed a tree in the national capitol — 
from her perch, she saw very little, but she heard 
everything.214 

• Maxine Hong Kingston won the National Book Critics 
Circle Award for nonfiction with her 1976 book, The Woman 
Warrior. When she gave a speech at the awards ceremony, 
she was unable to see over the podium because she is only 
four feet, nine inches tall. Therefore, she bent sideways 
around the podium and gave her acceptance speech.215 
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Research 

• While doing research for her children’s book A Snake’s 
Body, Joanna Cole met in her home with a snake expert from 
the New York City Museum of Natural History. He had 
brought a snakeskin for her to look at, but when he showed 
it to Ms. Cole, her pet dog, Taffy, jumped in the air and 
grabbed it. Taffy then disappeared under a bed, where she 
apparently ate the snakeskin. The snake expert told Ms. 
Cole, “Don’t worry. We have plenty of them back at the 
lab.”216 

• Peter Ustinov says that being famous is a handicap when it 
comes to doing first-hand research. For example, he can’t go 
into a brothel in Hamburg, Germany, to do research for a 
thriller because people ask him for his autograph.217 

Revenge 

• When the parents of author Michael Thomas Ford divorced 
after a long marriage, his mother — who had run away with 
another man — sent his father a long list of items that she 
said she would come by and pick up. She also included a 
much shorter list of items that she would allow him to keep. 
After receiving the letter. Mr. Ford’s father spent a lot of 
time in the horse barn. Soon, Mr. Ford’s mother came by and 
loaded up a huge U-Haul truck with stuff she and her 
husband had accumulated together during 35 years of 
marriage, and she also loaded ten heavy boxes labeled 
“Dishes” and “Garden Stuff,” leaving behind a piano she 
didn’t have room for. After she had left, Mr. Ford’s father 
had a big smile on his face, and Mr. Ford asked him why. 
His father replied, “Did you see those big cardboard boxes? 
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The ones marked ‘Dishes’ and ‘Garden Stuff’? I put those 
there. They were filled with bags of horse sh*t taken from 
the barn.”218 

• The ancient Greek poet Ibykos (who lived in the 6th century 
B.C.E.) was said to have been murdered by robbers. Before 
dying, he exclaimed to the robbers that some birds — cranes 
— nearby would be his avengers. The robbers laughed at 
him and murdered him anyway. When the robbers entered a 
city later, one of the robbers saw some cranes and shouted, 
“Look — the avengers of Ibykos.” This aroused the curiosity 
of the citizens of the city, who — after investigating and 
discovering that the robbers had murdered Ibykos — put the 
robbers to death.219 

Sales 

• Valerie Taylor was one of the first people to write positive 
lesbian fiction. She remembers the first time she saw 
someone buying one of her novels. She felt like rushing up 
to him, shaking his hand, and thanking him, but managed to 
restrain herself.220 

• After James M. Barrie, author of Peter Pan, wrote his first 
book, Better Dead, and paid a publisher to print it, he used 
to hang around newsstands, hoping to see someone buy a 
copy.221 
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Sex 

• Screenwriter Gene Fowler was tending the lawn of his 
California home when a car drove up to him and stopped, 
then the driver asked about a glamorous, sexy movie star, 
“Does Lana Turner live here?” Mr. Fowler looked up and 
answered, “If Lana Turner lived here, do you think I would 
be outdoors?”222 

• While Dorothy Parker was on her honeymoon, editor 
Harold Ross sent her a telegram asking her if she had 
finished an article she was writing for The New Yorker. She 
replied with this telegram: “TOO F*CKING BUSY, AND 
VICE VERSA.”223 

Sports 

• When he was a young boy, young people’s book author 
Walter Dean Myers went with some other boys to a church 
gym, where they hoped to play full-court basketball. They 
were disappointed when they found half of the court 
occupied by girls who danced, then stretched. The boys 
made what they thought were appropriately disgusted 
comments, and the girls made a deal with them. If the boys 
could do the stretching exercises that the girls were doing, 
the girls would leave and allow the boys to play full-court 
basketball, but if the boys could not do the stretching 
exercises, then they had to perform the dance routine with 
them. The boys accepted the offer, but they quickly 
discovered that none of them were limber enough to do the 
stretching exercises that the girls were doing. The girls made 
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the boys live up to the deal they had made — the boys had 
to perform the dance routine with them.224 

• Sports writers sometimes lead interesting lives. Back when 
figure skater Katarina Witt was competing internationally 
for East Germany, many people believed that the East 
German athletes were using steroids. (In fact, some were.) 
However, at a press conference, Ms. Witt denied ever using 
steroids. She leaned forward, then told the sports writers, 
“Look at these boobs! If I were on steroids, would I have 
boobs like this?”225 

Thanksgiving 

• For a party, gay author Joel Perry ordered a turkey to be 
prepared by HoneyBaked. Unfortunately, when he arrived 
with his reservation number to pick up the turkey, he was 
informed that it had already been sold. One other turkey was 
on display, so he asked if he could buy it, but the salesperson 
informed him that someone else was buying it. A gay man 
expecting 20 people for dinner is not to be trifled with, so 
Mr. Perry jumped over the counter, grabbed the turkey, 
threw down $50, then dashed out of the store.226 

Titles 

• Children’s book author Lois Lowry plays a game with 
children and other people, a game with no wrong answers. 
The game is played when she and others are looking at a 
scene, and someone asks, “What book does this remind you 
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of?” For a meadow scene, the answers may range from Gone 
With the Wind to Wind in the Willows to Where the Wild 
Things Are. All of these answers are right. Usually, the 
answers differ considerably, but on one occasion everyone 
came up with the same book title. Watching a 15-month-old 
boy play with his food in a high chair, everyone answered, 
James and the Giant Peach.227 

• Cranston Toller was and is a controversial, outspoken 
figure skater and artist. When Mr. Toller wrote Zero 
Tollerance, his autobiography, an editor suggested that he 
subtitle it Chronicles of a Misspent Life. Mr. Toller would 
have none of that, saying, “How dare you? My life has not 
been misspent. My life has been textured.”228 

• Gail Godwin wrote a novel titled The Good Husband. She 
sent her assistant to copy some of the pages from the 
manuscript, and her assistant reported that while she was 
copying the pages, another woman had seen the title and 
snorted, “Ha! Where? Let me know when you find him.”229 

Tobacco 

• Andrew Tobias, an anti-smoking activist, was annoyed by 
a plane flying over his vacation home and displaying the pro-
tobacco banner “Newport: Alive with Pleasure,” so he hired 
another plane to display the banner “Larry Tisch Sells 
Cancer Sticks.” (Larry Tisch controlled the company that 
manufactures Newport cigarettes.) The next summer, 
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another pro-tobacco plane flew over his vacation home 
bearing the banner “Parliament: The Perfect Recess.” (This 
sounds like a tobacco advertisement aimed at 
schoolchildren.) So Mr. Tobias hired another plane to 
display the banner “Parliament: The PERMANENT 
Recess.” The summer after that, no pro-tobacco plane 
appeared, so Mr. Tobias hired a final plane to display the 
banner “Thank You for Not Smoking.”230 

• As you would expect, children’s book author Dr. Seuss had 
a quirky sense of humor. When he decided to quit smoking, 
he bought a corncob pipe and put radish seeds in its bowl. 
After boarding a bus, he put the unlit pipe in his mouth, held 
it there for several minutes, then pulled an eyedropper from 
his pocket and squirted several drops of water into the bowl. 
Of course, a woman asked him, “What are you doing?” Dr. 
Seuss replied, “I’m watering the radishes.”231 

Travel 

• While Mark Twain was traveling in Europe (an adventure 
he wrote about in Innocents Abroad), a number of tour 
guides made his life miserable, so with the help of a few 
friends, he decided to make the tour guides’ lives miserable. 
For the duration of the trip, Mark Twain and his friends 
refused to be impressed by anything a tour guide showed 
them. Once, a tour guide showed them a letter handwritten 
by Christopher Columbus. One of Mark Twain’s friends 
looked at the letter and complained about the sloppy 
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penmanship, “Why, I have seen boys in America only 
fourteen years old that could write better than that.”232 

• Meindert DeJong was born in Friesland, a province of the 
Netherlands, and he had the blond hair of his countrymen. 
During World War II, having moved to America, he joined 
the United States Air Force and was stationed in the 
Chungking area of China. There, his blond hair fascinated 
the Chinese. Many wanted to touch it — but some women 
were so frightened by it that they ran away from him. Later, 
Mr. DeJong became the renowned author of such children’s 
books as The House of the Sixty Fathers, a story about a 
Chinese boy struggling to survive in wartime.233 

• Basho, the famous writer of haiku, decided to visit a place 
that was famed for its beautiful flowers. While traveling 
there, he heard about a peasant girl who was famed for her 
tender devotion to her parents. Basho visited the peasant girl, 
and he discovered that her devotion to her parents had not 
been exaggerated. Basho then gave her all the money he had 
saved for his trip and returned home, saying, “This year I 
have seen something better than flowers.”234 

• In 1922, E.B. White and a friend drove across the country 
in a Model T they named Hotspur (from a character in 
Shakespeare’s Henry IV, Part 1), eventually ending up in 
Seattle, but not before watching the Kentucky Derby. Mr. 
White lost $5 (approximately $40 in today’s money) betting 
on the race, but recouped his loss by writing a poem about 
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the winner of the race and selling it to the Louisville 
Herald.235 

• While visiting the cathedral at Milan, Italy, Mark Twain 
and a friend wished to go aloft. A sacristan told the party “to 
go up one hundred and eighty-two steps and stop till he 
came.” According to Mr. Twain, “It was not necessary to say 
stop — we should have done that any how. We were tired by 
the time we got there.”236 

• Johanna Hurwitz, author of Busybody Nora, usually writes 
in her study, although while traveling, she occasionally 
writes elsewhere. During an airplane trip, a flight attendant 
asked her if she wanted a beverage. Ms. Hurwitz looked up 
from her writing and wondered, “What is this lady doing in 
my study?”237 

• James Boswell said about a well-known tourist destination 
that the pleasure of seeing it wasn’t worth even half a guinea. 
His friend, Samuel Johnson, replied, “But, sir, there is half a 
guinea’s worth of inferiority to other people in not having 
seen it.”238 

Work 

• Jonathan Swift once traveled with a lazy servant. One 
night, he gave his boots to the lazy servant to clean and shine, 
but the next morning they were still dirty. When Dean Swift 
asked for an explanation, the lazy servant said that he had 
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not cleaned them because Dean Swift was going to ride again 
today, and what was the use of cleaning them if they were 
just going to get dirty again. Hearing that, Dean Swift told 
the servant to get ready immediately to continue their 
journey. The servant protested, “But I haven’t eaten 
breakfast yet!” Dean Swift responded, “What is the use of 
feeding you breakfast if you are just going to get hungry 
again?” After that, Dean Swift had his boots cleaned and 
shined each night, and the servant ate breakfast each 
morning.239 

• In Roughing It, Mark Twain wrote about working as a 
common laborer in a quartz mill, where he refined silver ore 
into silver bricks. After a week of backbreaking labor, he 
went to his employer and said that although he had come to 
love the work, he felt that he could not continue working 
without a raise. The employer countered by saying that he 
was paying Mr. Twain $10 a week, which he felt was a fair 
sum, and just how much of a raise did Mr. Twain want? 
Mark Twain replied that $400,000 a month, and board, was 
all he could reasonably ask, considering the hard times. Of 
course, Mr. Twain was then ordered off the premises of the 
quartz mill.240 

• Frederick C. Copleston, S.J. wrote a nine-volume history 
of philosophy, an accomplishment that astonished many 
people, who suspected that a syndicate of writers was 
actually behind the books published under the name of 
Copleston. He once said, “If anyone is curious to know how 
I managed to write so much, the answer is, I suppose, that I 
did little else but study, lecture, and write. Being celibate and 
having for most of my life no administrative post, I was able 
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to devote a large part of each day to literary work. The 
syndicate idea was a figment of the imagination.”241 

• Children’s book author/illustrator David McPhail believes 
in taking advantage of inspiration when it strikes. He was 
awaiting some friends whom he had invited to his house 
when he was struck by inspiration and began writing Henry 
Bear’s Park. In the middle of writing the story, he heard a 
knock at the door. He threw it open, saw his friends, and told 
them, “I’m in the middle of writing something. Go to the 
beach and come back in an hour!” An hour later, when they 
came back, he had finished the story.242 

• Robert Benchley frequently found it difficult to work at his 
apartment in the Algonquin — friends were always dropping 
in to see him, or he was always leaving his apartment to drop 
in on some of his friends. Once, he wrote the word “The” on 
a sheet of paper, figuring that it would make a good 
beginning for an article, then he went out to see some friends. 
When he returned, he stared for a while at the “The,” then 
added “hell with it,” and went out to see some more 
friends.243 

• Zora Neale Hurston, author of Their Eyes were Watching 
God, made little money as a writer although she was one of 
the most celebrated writers of the Harlem Renaissance. At 
one point, despite being a published writer, she worked as a 
maid in Florida to make money because she needed money 
and was accustomed to earn her own way in life. Members 
of the white family she worked for were greatly surprised 
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one day when they saw a photograph of their maid in a 
magazine.244 

• Lois Ehlert did not plan to be a writer/illustrator of 
children’s books, but after taking a class on making 
homemade books, she needed something to fill the pages of 
the book she had created. Because she had a vegetable 
garden, she wrote and illustrated a story that she titled 
Growing Vegetable Soup. The book was published, and 
suddenly Ms. Ehlert was a writer/illustrator of books for 
children.245 

• The worst job author Gary Paulsen ever had was replacing 
septic tanks while working for a septic tank company. 
Because he was new at the company, he had the worst job 
— emptying the sewage from the old tanks. Sometimes, Mr. 
Paulsen would be shoveling when a homeowner flushed the 
toilet and unintentionally gave him a shower of sewage — 
Mr. Paulsen’s fellow employees thought this was 
hilarious.246 

• As the author of such children’s books as The Two Giants, 
Eve Bunting finds that she can write anywhere. Because she 
didn’t have her notebook with her, she once wrote a 
children’s story on the back of a program in the dark while a 
play was being performed. On another occasion, she felt 
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inspired while traveling but again didn’t have her notebook 
with her, so she wrote the story on a “barf” bag.247 

• As an author of children’s books, Margaret Mahy stays 
alert in hopes of finding ideas for new books. She once saw 
this sign in a butcher’s shop in her native New Zealand: 
“Pot-boiling owls.” Actually, a letter had fallen off the sign 
— it was supposed to say, “Pot-boiling Fowls.” Someday, 
she may write a story suggested by this sign.248 

• As a hard-working professional writer, Isaac Asimov, who 
wrote or edited over 400 books during his career, began 
writing at 7:30 a.m. then continued throughout the day, often 
writing until late at night. He once said, “I must write. I look 
upon everything but writing as an interruption.”249 

• Finis Farr worked as a contributing editor at Time, where 
he was very unhappy. One day, he went to a park after lunch 
and thought how much he dreaded going back to work. 
Suddenly, he thought, “I’ve got the answer! Don’t go back.” 
Mr. Farr didn’t go back.250 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 
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Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 
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pdfs/ 
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pdfs/ 
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BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 
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Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 
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Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 
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ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 



 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 
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The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 
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VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 
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VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 



 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 



 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 



 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 



 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down 
and Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 



 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 



 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 



 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 



 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 



 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 



 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 



 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 



 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 
9 Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 



 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 



 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. 
No. 2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 



 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 



 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 



 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series 
and end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON 
SEASHELL ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


