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Chapter 1: From Activism to Children 

Activism 

• Gay and lesbian activists sometimes have to fight scary 
battles. In the 1960s, some members of the American Nazi 
Party wanted to cause trouble at a conference of ECHO (East 
Coast Homophile Organizations). The gays and lesbians 
banded together to keep the American Nazis out of the 
auditorium where the conference was being held by locking 
arms and forming a human barricade that refused to let the 
American Nazis through. Among the activists barricading 
the door was Nancy Garden, lesbian author of Annie on My 
Mind.1 

• Many people read and enjoy J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the 
Rings and the good guys’ fight against the evil of Mordor. 
Some of those who read it in college are activists. One 
campus cut down a pleasant grove of trees to make room for 
an ugly “Cultural Center” made of concrete blocks. Students 
detested the cutting down of trees, and on the ugly building 
someone wrote, “Another bit of Mordor.”2 

Advertising 

• Advertising copywriters can be very good writers. In 1919, 
18-year-old Lillian Eichler was assigned the task of writing 
advertisements for Eleanor Holt’s book Encyclopedia of 
Etiquette. Ms. Eichler came through in a big way. Her ad 
showed a guest spilling a cup of coffee on a tablecloth — the 
copy read, “Has this ever happened to you?” The ad was very 
successful, and 1,000 copies of the book were sold quickly. 

 
1 Source: Nancy Garden, Lesbian and Gay Stories of Struggle, 
Progress, and Hope, 1950 to the Present, p. 50. 
2 Source: Edward Willett, J.R.R. Tolkien: Master of Imaginary Worlds, 
p. 102. 
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Unfortunately, most of those copies were returned just as 
quickly, as the book was old fashioned and hopelessly out of 
date. No problem. The publisher, Doubleday, figured that if 
Ms. Eichler could write advertising copy as well as she did, 
then she could rewrite the book well. She did rewrite the 
book, which was given the new title Book of Etiquette, and 
the book sold at least 3 million copies over the next 30 years.3 

• To get a job in advertising, it helps to be creative. Chris, 
the brother of author Beth Lisick, created a resume that 
included a photograph of him seated at a baby grand. It also 
included a photograph of celebrity John Tesh seated at a 
baby grand. The resume compared the careers and lives of 
Chris and John Tesh. For example, Mr. Tesh courted 
celebrity Connie Selleca at the exact same time that Chris 
was being dumped by a girlfriend. And when John Tesh 
released his album Sax by the Fire, Chris was being heavily 
criticized for failing to meet the dress code of a restaurant. 
Chris was hired, and he became a success — he wrote these 
words that were spoken by a Chihuahua in a series of Taco 
Bell commercials: “Drop the chalupa.”4 

• An effective advertisement need not be long or even have 
an illustration. When Sir Ernest Shackleton needed men to 
go with him on a trip to the South Pole, he placed this ad in 
London newspapers in 1900: “MEN WANTED for 
Hazardous Journey. Small wages, bitter cold, long months 
of complete darkness, constant danger, safe return doubtful. 
Honor and recognition in case of success — Sir Ernest 
Shackleton.” The copy of the ad was frank, and the response 
to the ad showed that it was effective. Sir Ernest said, “It 
seemed as though all the men in Great Britain were 

 
3 Source: Julian Lewis Watkins, The 100 Greatest Advertisements, pp. 
66-67. 
4 Source: Beth Lisick, Everybody into the Pool, pp. 159-161. 
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determined to accompany me, the response was so 
overwhelming.”5 

Alcohol 

• In his sketch “‘Party Cries’ in Ireland,” Mark Twain tells 
of the conflict between Protestants and Catholics in Northern 
Ireland. Commonly, according to Mr. Twain, Irishmen 
would cry out either “To hell with the Pope” or “To hell with 
the Protestants,” depending on the religion of the crier. This 
became so common that a law was passed attempting to stop 
the custom by imposing a fine and court costs on anyone 
found guilty of giving a party cry. One day, a drunk was 
found lying in an alley, shouting, “To hell with! To hell 
with!” A police officer found the drunk and asked him, “To 
hell with what?” But the drunk replied, “Ah, bedad ye can 
finish it yourself — it’s too expinsive for me!”6 

• When John Holmstrom wanted to start a new magazine, his 
friend and co-conspirator Legs McNeil didn’t see the point. 
Mr. Holmstrom explained, “If we have a magazine, people 
will think we’re cool and stuff and want to hang out with us.” 
Mr. McNeil still didn’t see the point, so Mr. Holmstrom 
explained further, “If we have a magazine, people will give 
us drinks for free.” Mr. McNeil saw the point and even 
named the new magazine: Punk.7 

• Mark Twain and Bill Nye journeyed to Nevada, where the 
frontiersmen tried to drink them under the table. However, 
after a night of hard drinking, the only people still conscious 
were Mr. Twain and Mr. Nye. Finally, Mark Twain told his 

 
5 Source: Julian Lewis Watkins, The 100 Greatest Advertisements, p. 1. 
6 Source: Mark Twain, Sketches, New and Old, Oxford Mark Twain, p. 
263. 
7 Source: Legs McNeil and Gillian McCain, Please Kill Me, p. 203. 
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friend, “Well, Bill, what do you say we get out of here and 
go somewhere for a drink?”8 

Animals 

• Children’s book author Marion Dane Bauer once used her 
son’s dog, which was named Nimue, as a character, also 
named Nimue, in her novel Face to Face. The dog was due 
to have a litter, and so she had read about what to do when a 
dog had a litter. One of the things she read was that when a 
puppy is born with a cleft palate the best thing to do is to kill 
it because it can’t nurse and will starve to death. In her novel, 
Ms. Bauer used a situation in which a puppy had to be killed 
— and Peter, her son, was furious and forbid her to use his 
dog in the novel. Eventually, he relented and let her use his 
dog in the novel after she explained to him the need for 
conflict in a work of fiction.9 

• Following World War II, when Gary Paulsen, author of 
Hatchet, was a child, he lived with his parents in the 
Philippines. There, he and his dog, Snowball, wandered 
everywhere and saw many things. Together, they discovered 
a very poor Philippine family living under an overturned 
Jeep. Despite the family’s poverty, they offered young Gary 
and even Snowball a bit of food. Thereafter, Gary took food 
from home and brought it to them, and they shared meals of 
sardines and rice. Snowball once saved Gary’s life. Walking 
barefoot along a trail, Gary came across a pretty — but 

 
8 Source: Lewis C. Henry, Humorous Anecdotes About Famous People, 
p. 84. 
9 Source: Marion Dane Bauer, A Writer’s Story: From Life to Fiction, 
pp. 37-38. 



   
 

5 

deadly — snake that was about to bite him. Snowball 
grabbed the snake, shook it, and broke its neck.10 

• Cat-owning famous authors have the same problems as 
other cat owners. The young daughter of the niece of the ex-
wife of Walter Tevis, author of the novels The Hustler, The 
Color of Money, and The Man Who Fell to Earth, all of 
which were made into movies, remembers this about her 
famous relative: “The cat pooped in his red sheepskin 
slippers. He put his foot into it and then threw the shoe out 
the window.”11 

• Some creative people have unusual pets. The poet Gérard 
de Nerval kept a lobster as a pet and took it out for walks. 
According to Mr. de Nerval, the lobster was a good pet 
because “it does not bark and it knows the secrets of the 
deep.”12 

• One day a woman asked Sydney Smith for a motto for her 
dog. Because he had never liked dogs, he suggested, “Out, 
damned Spot!”13 

Autographs 

• Before World War II, Lucy Carrington Wertheimer ran an 
art gallery that championed the work of then-modern artists. 
Many famous people visited the gallery and signed the 
guestbook. One day, Ms. Wertheimer looked at the 
guestbook and told her employee, “I see you have had Mr. 
Shaw in, Biddy.” A nearby visitor looked at the guestbook 

 
10 Source: Gary Paulsen, My Life in Dog Years, pp. 13-17. 
11 Source: Jamie Griggs Tevis, My Life with the Hustler, p. 206. 
12 Source: Marc Aronson, Art Attack: A Short Cultural History of the 
Avant-Garde, p. 31. 
13 Source: H. Allen Smith, People Named Smith, p. 250. 
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and saw that George Bernard Shaw had signed it. Amazed, 
he said, “Yes, and you’re jolly lucky to have his autograph. 
How did you manage to get it?” Biddy, an Irish lass, replied, 
“Oi just said to him, ‘Put your name in the visitors’ book, 
Mr. Shaw,’ and he put it in.” Ms. Wertheimer suspects that 
when Biddy said this to Mr. Shaw, “Biddy’s tone was so 
authoritative that Mr. Shaw did not dare say her nay.”14 

• George Bernard Shaw once saw a book of his own plays in 
a second-hand bookshop. Looking at it, he noticed an 
inscription in his own handwriting — “With the 
compliments of George Bernard Shaw” — and recognized 
the book as a gift from him to a friend. Mr. Shaw purchased 
the book, wrote this inscription — “With renewed 
compliments. G.B.S.” — then sent it again to his friend.15 

• After J.K. Rowling published the first Harry Potter book, 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, in the United 
Kingdom, she went to a bookstore in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
to see copies of the book displayed. She was tempted to sign 
the copies, but she decided not to in case she got in trouble 
with the bookseller.16 

• In 1988, African-American author Maya Angelou was 
arrested while participating in an anti-apartheid rally in 
Berkeley, California. The police officer who arrested her 
was an African-American woman. After fingerprinting Ms. 
Angelou, the police officer requested her autograph.17 

 
14 Source: Lucy Carrington Wertheim, Adventure in Art, p. 58. 
15 Source: Lewis C. Henry, Humorous Anecdotes About Famous 
People, p. 46. 
16 Source: William Compson, J.K. Rowling, p. 52. 
17 Source: Elaine Slivinski Lisandrelli, Maya Angelou: More Than a 
Poet, p. 108. 
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Awards 

• When Daniel Keyes’ “Flowers for Algernon” won the 
Hugo Award for the Best Story of 1959, award presenter 
Isaac Asimov praised the story enthusiastically, then asked 
Mr. Keyes how he had been able to write it. Mr. Keyes 
replied, “Listen, when you find out how I did it, let me know, 
will you? I want to do it again.”18 

• In 1986, Elie Wiesel, author of the Holocaust memoir 
Night, won the Nobel Peace Prize. His father, mother, and 
youngest sister all died in the Holocaust, but to show that the 
Jewish people survive despite such oppression, when giving 
his acceptance speech, he asked his 14-year-son to come to 
the podium with him.19 

Bathrooms 

• Technology columnist and author Annalee Newitz thinks 
that all single-toilet bathrooms in the workplace ought to be 
gender-free; after all, why should someone have to walk 
down the hall or to another floor to go to the bathroom when 
a nearby single-toilet bathroom is unoccupied? She used to 
print a “Carbon-based lifeforms only” sign and use it to 
cover up the gender sign on a single-toilet bathroom near her 
office at work. Her co-workers thought the sign was funny.20 

• When he was a child growing up in Australia in the days 
before indoor plumbing, critic Clive James enjoyed reading, 
and he sometimes read in the outdoor lavatory with the door 

 
18 Source: Daniel Keyes, Algernon, Charlie and I: A Writer’s Journey, 
p. 114. 
19 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Elie Wiesel: Voice from the Holocaust, 
p. 98. 
20 Source: Annalee Newitz, “Peeing by Design.” 13 February 2007 
<http://www.alternet.org/columnists/story/48001/>. 
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open to admit light. Unfortunately, a neighbor girl saw him 
with his pants around his ankles, and she told everybody, 
including far-distant pen pals, about what she had seen. 
Many years later, and many miles away, a grown-up Mr. 
James met a stranger at a party who knew all there was to 
know about the mishap.21 

• Author Peg Bracken knows a friend who was bothered by 
someone who enjoyed snooping in other people’s bathroom 
cabinets. Therefore, before this particular person came to 
snoop — er, visit — she placed this sign in her bathroom 
cabinet: “What is it that you’re looking for? Just let me 
know, and I’ll be glad to help you find it.”22 

Books 

• Isaac Newton once studied a very difficult math book by 
René Descartes. He read a few pages, then had trouble 
understanding the material, so he started reading the book 
again from the beginning. This time, he got a few pages 
further before he had trouble understanding the material, and 
once again he started reading the book from the beginning. 
He kept doing this, each time getting a few pages further into 
the book, then starting again from the beginning, until he 
finally understood the entire book. Later, after Mr. Newton 
published his ground-breaking Principia in 1687, one of his 
students saw him walking and pointed him out to a friend, 
saying, “There goes the man that writ a book that neither he 
nor anybody else understands.”23 

 
21 Source: Clive James, Unreliable Memoirs, p. 52. 
22 Source: Peg Bracken, The I Hate to Housekeep Book, pp. 93-94. 
23 Source: Margaret J. Anderson, Isaac Newton: The Greatest Scientist 
of All Time, pp. 35, 88. 
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• The responses author Nancy Garden has received to her 
book Annie on My Mind, which portrays lesbian characters 
in a positive manner, have been mostly supportive. For 
example, she once received a letter from a straight teenage 
girl who had been asked by her mother, a newspaper 
reporter, to read the book in order to find out an average 
teenager’s response to the book. At first, the girl didn’t want 
to read about “those people,” but she enjoyed the book and 
wrote Ms. Garden, “Those girls are just like any other girls 
falling in love.” Ms. Garden says, “That was great, because 
that’s exactly what I wanted to say in the book.”24 

• Helene Hanff died on April 9, 1997, at age 80. In her 
charming book 84, Charing Cross Road, she wrote about a 
friendship that sprang up during a 20-year correspondence 
between her and Frank Doel, a secondhand book buyer in 
London. In one of her letters to Mr. Doel, she wrote, “I do 
love secondhand books that open to the page some previous 
owner read oftenest. The day Hazlitt came he opened to ‘I 
hate to read new books’ and I hollered ‘Comrade’ to 
whoever owned it before me.”25 

Censorship 

• Sometimes the board of education trusts students more than 
the principal trusts them. In 1974, Priscilla Marco wrote an 
article for her New York high school newspaper. The article 
listed instances of censorship of the school newspaper and 
pointed out that students had not been given copies of a 
board of education pamphlet describing their rights. 
However, the principal refused to let her article be printed. 
Ms. Marco contacted school authorities about the 
censorship; she also contacted the American Civil Liberties 

 
24 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, Outspoken, p. 63. 
25 Source: Helene Hanff, 84, Charing Cross Road, p. 7. 
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Union. Eventually, the school chancellor ordered that Ms. 
Marco’s article be published, but even then the school 
principal refused to allow it to be published. Therefore, the 
board of education printed a special edition of the student 
newspaper which contained discussions of the First 
Amendment and how it affects young people, as well as both 
Ms. Marco’s original article and an updated, revised version. 
On June 23, 1975, protected by security guards, members of 
the board of education entered Ms. Marco’s school — the 
Long Island City High School — and passed out copies of 
the newspaper.26 

• Ralph Nader’s father, Nathra, was a strong believer in free 
speech. In the small town where he ran a restaurant, people 
said that a nickel would buy you 10 minutes of talk about 
politics in addition to a cup of coffee. Sometimes, people 
advised Nathra that he could make more money if he didn’t 
talk about politics and his opinions so much. Nathra, who 
had immigrated to the United States from Lebanon at age 19, 
always replied, “When I sailed past the Statue of Liberty, I 
took it seriously.” Occasionally, a customer might take an 
“America: Love It or Leave It” approach. Nathra would then 
ask, “Do you love your country?” The answer would come 
back, “You’re damn right I do.” Nathra would then say, 
“Well, why don’t you spend time improving it?” Ralph’s 
mother, Rose, took the same approach with her children. For 
example, she would ask, “Ralph, do you love your country?” 
He would reply that he did. She would then say, “Well, I 
hope when you grow up, you’ll work hard to make it more 
lovable.”27 

 
26 Source: Victoria Sherrow, Censorship in Schools, pp. 82-83. 
27 Source: Ralph Nader, The Seventeen Traditions, pp. 122-123, 126. 
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• Michael Moore’s book Stupid White Men almost did not 
become a bestseller. It was ready to hit the bookstores when 
the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, occurred, and the 
publisher — Regan Books of HarperCollins — did not feel 
that a book that attacked President George W. Bush should 
be sold. The publisher demanded that Mr. Moore rewrite 
much of the book, which he refused to do. A librarian, Ann 
Sparanese, heard of the controversy during one of Mr. 
Moore’s lecture tours, and she sent a group email to many, 
many librarians, alerting them of the attempt at censorship. 
Librarians flooded Regan Books with complaints, and soon 
the book was published. If not for the librarians, the book 
would have been pulped, thus robbing Mr. Moore — and 
Regan Books — of major profits. (Mr. Moore dedicated his 
next book — Dude, Where’s My Country? — in part to Ms. 
Sparanese.)28 

• Paul Zindel’s books for young adults, including The 
Pigman, have often been censored or challenged by would-
be censors. Mr. Zindel responded by keeping track of the 
ideas of the people he calls the CensorKooks. For example, 
one woman in Pennsylvania wanted to censor the word 
“green” in all school textbooks. Why? Green is the color of 
the Devil. In Cincinnati, a man wanted all vowels to be 
censored from all library books. Why? “If you can’t say it, 
you can’t do it.” Mr. Zindel once heard a would-be censor 
on a talk show scream, “And what are they teaching in our 
schools? They are teaching Catcher in the Rye! The Pigman! 
And Lord of the Flies! — three of the filthiest books ever 
written!” The would-be censor might have been better able 
to present his case if he had actually read these books — or 
he might have decided that these books didn’t need to be 

 
28 Source: Michael Moore, Dude, Where’s My Country?, pp. x-xi. 
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censored. (I have read these books, and they deserve to be 
read — and re-read.)29 

• Marvel Comics maven Stan Lee was once asked by the 
United States Office of Health, Education, and Welfare to 
put an anti-illegal drug message into some of the comic 
books he was creating. Happy to oblige, Mr. Lee wrote a 
three-part story in which Spider-Man saves the life of a 
friend who thinks that he can fly because of an illegal drug 
he took. Unfortunately, the censors at the Comics Code 
Authority rejected the storyline because it dealt with illegal 
drugs, even though the message was clearly anti-illegal 
drugs. Because he believed in the message (and because the 
United States government had asked him for his help), Mr. 
Lee had the comics printed without the seal of approval of 
the Comics Code Authority on the cover. The result: Lots of 
positive letters from lots of anti-illegal drug organizations.30 

• In Wichita, Texas, a man discovered the books Heather 
Has Two Mommies and Daddy’s Roommate — books about 
families in which both parents are homosexual — in the 
children’s section of his local public library. He checked 
them out, then he showed them to his pastor. The pastor 
wrote a check for the books and gave it to the library instead 
of having the man return the books. Fortunately, publicity 
about the censorship resulted in a great demand for those two 
books, and several defenders of the First Amendment 

 
29 Judy Blume, ed., Places I Never Meant to Be: Original Stories by 
Censored Authors, pp. 161-162. 
30 Source: Stan Lee and George Mair, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of 
Stan Lee, pp. 97-98. 
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donated copies of Heather Has Two Mommies and Daddy’s 
Roommate to the library so it could meet the demand.31 

• Judy Blume’s many books for young readers have often 
been censored or challenged by people who don’t want their 
— and your — children to be exposed to her ideas. Many of 
these censors or would-be censors have criticized her 
directly. For example, she once received a telephone call 
from a woman who asked if she had written Are You There, 
God? It’s Me, Margaret. Ms. Blume acknowledged that she 
had, and the woman called her a Communist, then hung up. 
Ms. Blume isn’t sure if the woman called her a Communist 
because she wrote about menstruation or about religion in 
the book.32 

• Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 is anti-censorship and pro-
free speech, and it has frequently been the target of censors. 
Some students once wrote Mr. Bradbury to tell him that a 
passage about abortion had been deleted from a textbook 
version of his novel. Mr. Bradbury examined the textbook 
version and discovered that the editors had “censored some 
75 separate sections from the novel.”33 

• During his life, Voltaire was often under attack by censors, 
and he lived close to the border so he could escape to 
Switzerland if necessary. When the case against Voltaire’s 

 
31 Source: Laura Jimenez, Hear Me OUT!: A Dose of Lesbian Humor 
for the Whole Human Race, pp. 80-82. 
32 Judy Blume, ed., Places I Never Meant to Be: Original Stories by 
Censored Authors, p. 3. 
33 Source: Victoria Sherrow, Censorship in Schools, p. 76. 
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Man With Forty Crowns was called, a magistrate asked, “Is 
it only his books we shall burn?”34 

Children 

• When she was a young girl, Marion Dane Bauer, author of 
the 1987 Newbery Honor Book On My Honor, was asked to 
write essays on such topics as “What I Did on My Summer 
Vacation.” Unfortunately, when she started to write papers 
about such things as camping trips, the events that had really 
happened seemed boring. No problem. Being an imaginative 
child, she simply embellished the truth and told about the 
bear that had rampaged through the campsite and ripped 
open the tent. Fortunately, being a heroic child as well as an 
imaginative child, she had saved her family by taking a 
burning stick from the campfire and setting the bear’s tail on 
fire. She did face a problem, however. What would her 
parents say if they read those school essays? No problem. On 
her way home from school were trashcans bearing the 
message KEEP YOUR CITY CLEAN. Being an obedient 
child as well as a heroic child, she tore her school essays into 
pieces and placed them in these trashcans.35 

• R.L. Stine, the author of the Goosebumps and Fear Street 
series of scary books for kids, was kind of a weird kid. He 
liked staying in his room and writing stories instead of going 
outside and playing sports. Sometimes, his parents would tell 
him, “Go out and play! What’s wrong with you!” Of course, 
occasionally he did go out. For example, each week he 
would get a trim at a barbershop, a task that often took hours. 
Why? The barbershop contained lots of comic books that the 
young R.L. Stine was forbidden to read at home. This early 

 
34 Source: Andre Maurois, “An Appreciation,” introduction to Voltaire, 
Candide, pp. 11-12. 
35 Source: Marion Dane Bauer, A Writer’s Story, pp. 53-55. 
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literary training paid off — Mr. Stine’s books have sold over 
300 million copies! He writes books quickly, although he has 
had to pay a price for his prodigal output. He types with only 
one finger, and he says, “My poor finger is totally bent and 
crooked and ruined from typing so many books. I figure if 
the finger ever gives out, there goes the career.”36 

• On her 15th birthday, Jean Little — who later became a 
young people’s author — was reading one of her favorite 
books: Jane Eyre. She had reached an exciting episode — 
Jane being run down by Rochester’s horse — when her usual 
bedtime arrived. Because she wanted to read the episode, she 
scrunched down in her chair, hoping that her parents would 
forget that she was still up. Luck was with her. She finished 
that episode, then kept reading. Just then, her parents got up, 
and her mother asked her, “You’ll turn off the lights, won’t 
you?” Jean pointed out, “It’s way past my bedtime. You 
forgot to send me to bed.” Her mother replied, “You are 15. 
You should have sense enough by now to go to bed at a 
reasonable hour. From now on, your bedtime is your 
responsibility. Good night.” As her parents went to bed, Jean 
heard them laughing — they had known Jean was still up, 
and they had already decided that her bedtime was now her 
responsibility.37 

• Dreamstime.com is a site where designers can go to buy 
stock photographs for use in advertisements, flyers, 
pamphlet and book covers, etc. Of course, the photographers 
enjoy seeing how their photographs are used — and 
sometimes the models in the photographs are excited. For 
example, a photographer who goes by the name Kelliem (her 

 
36 Source: Michelle Parker-Rock, R.L. Stine: Creator of Creepy and 
Spooky Stories, pp. 20, 23, 74-75. 
37 Source: Jean Little, Little by Little: A Writer’s Education, pp. 162-
163. 



   
 

16 

full name is confidential) was excited that a photograph of 
her 13-year-old daughter appeared on the cover of the 
young-adult novel Faking Sweet by J.C. Burke. However, 
another person was even more excited than she. On a 
message board at dreamstime.com, Kelliem wrote, “I was 
very excited to find a picture of my daughter on the cover of 
a teenage novel, although not quite as excited as my 13-year-
old daughter — she wanted to buy all the books!”38 

• It took an eight-year-old girl to turn Harry Potter author 
J.K. Rowling into a published (and multi-millionaire) 
author. Several publishers rejected the first Harry Potter 
manuscript, and eventually Ms. Rowling’s agent gave a 
sample to Nigel Newton, chairman of Bloomsbury 
Publishing. He took the sample home but did not read it 
himself. Instead, he gave it to Alice, his eight-year-old 
daughter, who took it to her room and read it. Mr. Newton 
says, “She came down from her room an hour later glowing, 
saying, ‘Dad, this is so much better than anything else.’ She 
nagged and nagged me in the following months, wanting to 
see what came next.” Because she kept nagging him for 
more chapters about Harry Potter, he decided that the book 
was a winner. The rest of the story is publishing history.39 

• Gary Paulsen, author of Hatchet, once wrote a book about 
a cousin who had peed on an electric fence — an action that 
caused him to do a back flip. One day, he saw his son 

 
38 Source: Kelliem, “Message Board Post.” 12 September 2006 
<http://www.dreamstime.com/thread_5566>. By the way, Kelliem’s 
daughter appears in the top photograph of the cover of the book you are 
reading now. 
39 Source: John Lawless, “Revealed: The eight-year-old girl who saved 
Harry Potter.” 7 May 2005 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/section/6/story.cfm?c_id=6&objectid=103
33960>. 
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walking funny and asked what had happened. His son replied 
that he had been doing an experiment, and Mr. Paulsen 
immediately guessed, “Pee on the electric fence?” His son 
admitted that that was exactly what had happened, then 
asked, “Will I ever stop doing things like this?” Because Mr. 
Paulsen believes that such behavior is genetic, he replied 
negatively, saying, “It’s the way we are.” His son sighed, 
then said, “At least I know what that’s like and don’t have to 
pee on any more fences.”40 

• When children’s book illustrator Julie Downing was a 
young girl, she became upset because the Hardy Boys books 
had written on the back, “These books are perfect for boys 
from 8 to 14.” A rebellious girl, she read them, and she 
decided to become a detective like the Hardy Boys. One day, 
while pretending to be a detective, she decided that a 
neighbor’s swimming pool had been poisoned, so to 
decontaminate it she filled a bucket with ketchup, food 
coloring, salad dressing, and whatever other liquids or semi-
liquids she could find. She then dumped it in the neighbor’s 
swimming pool — this incident ended her career as a 
detective.41 

• When Joan Lowery Nixon, who wrote many mysteries for 
young readers, won her second Edgar Award for outstanding 
mystery writing, a woman asked her, “You’ve done so well 
with your books for children — why don’t you try writing a 
real book?” However, Ms. Nixon felt that children’s books 
are real books, and that they are harder to write than books 
for adults. After all, when a child grows bored with a book, 
the child stops reading it, so Ms. Nixon constantly revised 

 
40 Source: Jon Scieszka, editor, Guys Write for Guys Read, pp. 183-
184. 
41 Source: Pat Cummings, compiler and editor, Talking with Artists, 
Volume 2, p. 28. 
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her books until she knew that they would keep a child’s 
interest.42 

• Stan and Jan Berenstain, creators of the Berenstain Bears, 
sometimes use things that happen in their lives as part of 
their books. For example, when Jan was pregnant with 
Michael, she often held Leo, her small son, on her lap. Of 
course, as her womb grew more and more, her lap got 
smaller and smaller. Leo asked why this was happening, and 
that provided a good opportunity for Jan to tell him that he 
would get a little brother or sister soon. The disappearing lap 
appeared in the book The Berenstain Bears’ New Baby.43 

• Edward Lear, author/illustrator of A Book of Nonsense, 
grew up in a large family — he was No. 20 in a family of 21 
children. (This was during the early 1800s.) His father once 
bought 12 horses and 12 carriages so that he could take his 
large family out for a ride on Sundays. As an adult, Mr. Lear 
devoted himself to art and to writing and to making children 
happy. He once wrote a friend, “I like to think that if a man 
ain’t able to do any great service to his fellow critters, it is 
better (than nothing) to make half a million children laugh 
innocently.”44 

• When Madeleine L’Engle, author of A Wrinkle in Time, 
was eight years old, her father, who was also a writer, took 
her to see the opera Madama Butterfly. Unfortunately, the 
opera had an unhappy ending, shocking the young girl. 
Shortly afterward, her father took her to see another opera, I 
Pagliacci, and she asked, “Father, does this opera have an 

 
42 Source: Mary Dodson Wade, Joan Lowery Nixon: Masterful Mystery 
Writer, pp. 42-43. 
43 Source: Stan and Jan Berenstain, Down a Sunny Dirt Road, p. 175. 
44 Source: Gloria Kamen, Edward Lear: King of Nonsense, pp. 4-5. By 
the way, at the time “ain’t” was acceptable language. 
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unhappy ending, too?” When he told her that it did, she 
started crying and kept on crying. Eventually, her father took 
her home — even though the opera had not yet started.45 

• Children’s book writer Phyllis Reynolds Naylor did a lot 
of writing when she was young, and she illustrated the 
stories she wrote. When she learned to draw lace, suddenly 
the heroine of her stories began to lose her clothing so young 
Phyllis could draw her lacy underwear. On another occasion, 
her mother explained the facts of life to her, and so young 
Phyllis wrote a “Manual for Pregnant Women,” complete 
with her own drawings. After she showed the book to her 
mother, the book turned up missing.46 

• Katherine Paterson, the author of such children’s books as 
The Sign of the Chrysanthemum and Bridge to Terabithia, 
wrote a mystery at the request of her children. One night, a 
power failure occurred, so to entertain her children, she 
began to read them the manuscript of her mystery, promising 
to read them more the following night. The next day, she 
found her 10-year-old son searching for the manuscript 
because he didn’t want to wait until evening to find out the 
next development in the plot.47 

• When author Leroy Jones, later known as first LeRoi Jones 
and then as Amiri Baraka, was in grade school, his vivid 
imagination caused him to invent stories that were believed 
by other people. For example, some grade-school teachers 
once showed up at his house because, they said, they wanted 
“to see the snakes.” Investigation revealed that young Leroy 

 
45 Source: Doreen Gonzales, Madeleine L’Engle, Author of A Wrinkle 
in Time, p. 18. 
46 Source: Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, How I Came to Be a Writer, p. 16. 
47 Source: Christine M. Hill, Ten Terrific Authors for Teens, pp. 66-67. 
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had told people at his school that he had rescued his mother 
from snakes that had invaded his home.48 

• Harold Dahl believed in a charming superstition. He 
believed that children could be educated to appreciate 
beautiful things — while they were still in the womb! 
Therefore, whenever his wife became pregnant, they would 
go on what he called “glorious walks.” He would take her 
somewhere beautiful, and then they would go for a walk. 
Harold’s only son, Roald, became the author of such noted 
children’s books as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.49 

• While waiting in line at a post office, gay author Michael 
Thomas Ford noticed a young boy about seven years old 
wearing glittery pink nail polish on his toes and on his 
fingers. He also noticed that the boy’s mother was totally 
nonchalant about the glittery pink nail polish. The boy may 
someday discover that he is gay, or he may be going through 
a temporary phase, but either way, Mr. Ford says, “You go, 
girl. Both of you.”50 

• The son of professional writer Arthur Machen once asked 
him to write a 200-word article on the French Revolution for 
his school’s magazine, but he warned him that the 
magazine’s editorial board — composed of children like 
himself — would have to find the article worthy before it 
would be published. Mr. Machen was gratified when the 

 
48 Source: Bob Bernotas, Amiri Baraka, pp. 21-22. 
49 Source: Michelle M. Houle, Roald Dahl: Author of Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, pp. 17-18. 
50 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, The Little Book of Neuroses, pp. 62-
65, 74-76. 
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editorial board deemed his article worthy of being 
published.51 

• R.L. Stine, the author of the Fear Street and Goosebumps 
books, has sold millions of copies of his books, and he has 
millions of young fans throughout the world. One young 
person who resisted reading Mr. Stine’s books was his only 
child, Matthew. According to Mr. Stine, “He brags about it. 
He knows it makes me crazy.” Mr. Stine’s wife, Jane, agrees: 
“I think he does it to annoy Bob, and it works.”52 

• J.K. Rowling is the author of the Harry Potter books, so it 
isn’t surprising that the first words Andrea, her daughter, 
learned to read were “Harry Potter.” Sometimes, Ms. 
Rowling would take her young daughter to a bookstore, and 
Andrea would see some Harry Potter books and yell, “Harry 
Potter!” Ms. Rowling worried that people might think that 
she had asked her daughter to do that.53 

• Mina Shaughnessy was a good friend of authors Calvin and 
Alice Trillin — and to their children. She once gave Abigail, 
one of the Trillins’ two daughters, a necklace that she said 
had been given to her by a princess. The princess had 
decided to make a career move and no longer be a princess, 
and therefore she didn’t need the necklace any more. Young 
Abigail believed Mina’s story.54 

• Science fiction author Anne McCaffrey wanted to dedicate 
her novel Decision at Doona to her middle child, Todd 
Johnson McCaffrey. She wanted the dedication to read, “To 

 
51 Source: Constance Benson, Mainly Players, p. 192. 
52 Source: Joel H. Cohen, R.L. Stine, p. 45. 
53 Source: Lindsey Fraser, Conversations with J.K. Rowling, p. 46. 
54 Source: Calvin Trillin, About Alice, pp. 36-37. 
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my darling son, Todd,” but at age 12 he worried that such a 
dedication would result in taunts at school, so she 
compromised and changed the dedication: “To Todd 
Johnson — of course!”55 

• Humorous poet Ogden Nash once saw a five-year-old child 
precariously standing on a farm building’s roof. He asked 
the child, “What are you doing up there?” The child replied, 
“Trying not to fall off.” Later, Mr. Nash reflected, “It struck 
me that that is what we all are trying to do — simply trying 
not to fall off.”56 

• Children everywhere have a special love for the Harry 
Potter books of J.K. Rowling. At a book signing crowded 
with lots of children — and adults — wanting Ms. Rowling’s 
autograph, a 12-year-old Scottish girl told her, “I didn’t want 
there to be so many people here, because this is MY book.”57 

• When George Ella Lyon was in the seventh grade, she 
devised a code to use in writing a novel. Unfortunately, after 
she had written 50 pages, she lost the key to the code, and so 
no one could read her novel — not even herself. Later, she 
became a successful poet and writer of children’s books.58 

• Jerry Spinelli, author of the Newbery Award-winning 
young people’s novel Maniac Magee, is aware that at age 
six, many future authors were reading such works as Louisa 

 
55 Source: Todd F. McCaffrey, Dragonholder, p. 2. 
56 Source: Everett S. Allen, Famous American Humorous Poets, p. 96. 
57 Source: Lisa A. Chippendale, Triumph of the Imagination: The Story 
of Writer J.K. Rowling, p. 95. 
58 Source: George Ella Lyon, A Wordful Child, p. 17. 
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May Alcott’s Little Women. What about Mr. Spinelli? He 
was reading Bugs Bunny comic books.59 

• When happens at a book signing by the authors of 
children’s books? Louis Sachar, author of the Newbery-
Award-winning Holes, says, “When I ask if anybody has any 
questions, every hand goes up.”60 

  

 
59 Source: David Seidman, Jerry Spinelli, p. 10. 
60 Source: Bryan Curtis, “Louis Sachar: Hot Novelist of the Sandbox 
Set.” 20 January 2006 <http://www.slate.com/id/2134514/>. 
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Chapter 2: From Comedians to Education 

Comedians 

• Goodman Ace was the head writer for The Danny Kaye 
Show. While Mr. Kaye was performing, his agent, Abe 
Lastfogel, asked Mr. Ace, “How can we make this man 
[Danny Kaye] funnier?” Mr. Ace replied, “I can’t hear you.” 
Again, Mr. Lastfogel asked his question, and again Mr. Ace 
said, “I can’t hear you.” Mr. Lastfogel then asked, “Why 
not?” Mr. Ace said, “The audience is laughing too loud.”61 

• A few minutes before his show went on the air, Jack Benny 
called a conference with all his writers and told them that he 
wanted the words “Professor LeBlanc was played by Mel 
Blanc” added to the end credits. His head writer, Milt 
Josefsberg, listened to the request, then told Mr. Benny, 
“You know, Jack, just two of us could have handled it.”62 

Controversy 

• As a political writer in Newark, New Jersey, LeRoi Jones 
(who later changed his name to Amiri Baraka), often wrote 
pamphlets against the mayor, Hugh Addonizio. The FBI 
even claimed that one of Mr. Jones’ pamphlets contained 
instructions for making a Molotov cocktail. This amused Mr. 
Jones, who said, “One thing about the FBI — they’re always 
trying to make you famous.”63 

• Margaret Sanger, founder of Planned Parenthood, and her 
husband, Bill Sanger, fought a tough battle to bring birth 
control to the masses. Ms. Sanger wrote a pamphlet called 

 
61 Source: Barry Took, Comedy Greats, p. 14. 
62 Source: Andrew Hecht, Hollywood Merry-Go-Round, p. 182. 
63 Source: Bob Bernotas, Amiri Baraka, p. 81. 
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“Family Limitation,” and when Mr. Sanger distributed it, he 
was accused of trying to “turn every home into a brothel.”64 

Critics 

• J.R.R. Tolkien had an unfinished children’s story that the 
London publishers George Allen & Unwin heard about. The 
chair of George Allen & Unwin got hold of a copy and gave 
it to Raynor, his 11-year-old son, to read. He also said that 
he would give a shilling to young Raynor if he wrote a 
review; thus, Raynor became the first critic of the manuscript 
that would become The Hobbit — he liked it. As a result of 
Raynor’s one-paragraph, somewhat misspelled review, 
George Allen & Unwin decided to publish the novel, and Mr. 
Tolkien, of course, went on to write The Lord of the Rings. 
After he had grown up, Raynor said, “I earned that shilling. 
I wouldn’t say that my report was the best critique of The 
Hobbit that has been written, but it was good enough to 
ensure that it was published.”65 

• The art of Phelan Gibb was at first disliked by members of 
the public and by many art critics. When Mr. Gibb’s 
paintings were hanging in a gallery, writer H.G. Wells 
stopped in and liked what he saw. Mr. Gibb and Mr. Wells 
spoke, and Mr. Gibb complained about his critics, pointing 
out, “I would like a little appreciation from my own 
countrymen.” The next day, Mr. Wells returned to the art 
gallery, bringing with him Arnold Bennett and a number of 
art critics. He announced, “Mr. Gibb, may I present your 
enemies!” (“Enemies” may have been the right word. Mr. 
Gibb and Mr. Bennett got into such a heated argument that 

 
64 Source: Moira Davison Reynolds, Women Champions of Human 
Rights, p. 75. 
65 Source: Edward Willett, J.R.R. Tolkien: Master of Imaginary Worlds, 
pp. 6-8. 
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they almost had to be physically and forcibly separated from 
each other.)66 

• British writer J.G. Ballard, the author of Empire of the Sun, 
also wrote Crash, which became a movie directed by David 
Cronenberg. In the novel and movie, characters are sexually 
aroused by car and truck crashes. The person assigned to first 
read the novel at a British publishing house wrote on the 
manuscript, “This author is beyond psychiatric help. Do Not 
Publish!”67 

• People in the arts are regularly bothered by people who 
send them scripts, novels, and other works to read. For 
several years, dramatic critic Alexander Woollcott received 
in the mail plays by a man whose work varied wildly in 
theme, plot, characters, etc. The only thing the plays had in 
common was the return address: the Matteawan State 
Hospital for the Insane.68 

• Some sentences have more than one meaning, including 
contradictory meanings. (A pause in a sentence can be 
important.) Poet Robert Southey hinted around for a 
compliment about Madoc, his epic, so classical scholar 
Richard Porson said, “Madoc will be remembered — when 
Homer and Virgil are forgotten.”69 

Death 

• Ramones bass player Dee Dee Ramone was a writer of 
fiction (he wrote the novel Chelsea Horror Hotel), which 

 
66 Source: Lucy Carrington Wertheim, Adventure in Art, p. 34. 
67 Source: Joe Bob Briggs, Profoundly Disturbing: Shocking Movies 
That Changed History!, p. 248. 
68 Source: Alexander Woollcott, Shouts and Murmurs, pp. 58-59. 
69 Source: Nick Harris, I Wish I’d Said That!, p. 149. 
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means that he occasionally wrote fiction when he was 
supposed to be writing nonfiction — like many, most, or all 
writers of fiction, Dee Dee didn’t mind exaggerating (or 
lying) in order to make a good story better. For example, in 
his autobiography Legend of a Rock Star: A Memoir, he 
wrote that after he left the Ramones he started creating visual 
works of art when he started robbing the students of 
Hollywood High School in order to eat their lunches and take 
their pocket change but found lots of Magic Markers and 
other school supplies in their bags. Is this fiction? Of course! 
In the same autobiography, he writes about murdering three 
Norwegian border guards. Something tells me that if he had 
really done that he would not have written about it; after all, 
writing a confession about committing murder can interfere 
with getting away with murder. By the way, one of his band 
members remembers Dee Dee writing Legend of a Rock Star 
while on tour — as Dee Dee was writing it, he “was laughing 
his *ss off.”70 

• Satirist Jonathan Swift did not suffer fools gladly. He 
opposed astrology, and he disliked astrologers. When an 
astrologer named Partridge started publishing annual 
almanacs of prediction, Mr. Swift invented the persona of 
“famous astrologer Isaac Bickerstaff” and in 1707 published 
his own almanac — in which he predicted the death of 
Partridge on March 29, 1708. When March 29 arrived, Mr. 
Swift printed and distributed a news report he had written on 
the “illness and demise” of Partridge, although Partridge was 
still alive and well. After reading of Partridge’s death in the 
report, the church sexton visited Partridge’s house to find out 
about funeral arrangements. Partridge’s friends stared at him 
in the street and told him that he looked exactly like one of 
their deceased friends. People referred to Partridge’s wife as 

 
70 Source: Dee Dee Ramone, Legend of a Rock Star: A Memoir, pp. 71-
72, 106, 210. 
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the “widow Partridge.” When Partridge tried to publish 
another almanac, his publishers tried to stop an “imposter” 
from using Partridge’s name. Eventually, Partridge 
published a pamphlet to prove that he was still alive, but 
even so six years passed before he was able to publish 
another almanac.71 

• In 1932, when he was a child, Ray Bradbury attended a 
carnival, where he saw a magician named Mr. Electrico, who 
let electricity make his hair stand on end and sparks fly from 
his teeth. He also touched the children in the audience to let 
their hair stand on end, and as he did so he shouted, “Live 
forever!” The next day, young Ray attended a funeral, and 
he returned to the carnival, where he hoped to find out what 
Mr. Electrico had meant when he shouted, “Live forever!” 
During their conversation, Mr. Electrico told young Ray, 
“You were my best friend in the Great War in France in 
1918, and you were wounded and died in my arms at the 
battle of the Ardennes Forest. But now, here today, I see his 
soul shining out of your eyes. Here you are, with a new face, 
a new name, but the soul shining from your face is the soul 
of my dear dead friend. Welcome back to the world.”72 

• In December of 1849, in St. Petersburg, 27-year-old 
Feodor Dostoyevsky was scheduled to die because he had 
advocated civil liberties such as freedom from censorship in 
his native Russia — something that the czar did not want to 
allow. The executioners took him and his fellow advocates 
for civil liberties to a firing squad, and Mr. Dostoyevsky 
prepared to die. Before the firing squad could shoot, a 
messenger on horseback arrived with a last-minute reprieve 
from the czar — the sentences of the “radicals” had been 

 
71 Source: James Cornell, Fakes, Frauds, and Phonies, pp. 33-35. 
72 Source: Wendy Mass, Ray Bradbury: Master of Science Fiction and 
Fantasy, pp. 15-17. 
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changed from death to hard labor. When Mr. Dostoyevsky 
died, he was most likely unaware that the whole scene had 
been a setup. The czar had never meant for Mr. Dostoyevsky 
and the others to die; he had always intended for them to be 
sentenced to hard labor. The czar had created the scene to 
show first, his power, and second, his mercy.73 

• Gay author Michael Thomas Ford had an uncle named 
David who was also gay and whose lover was named 
George. David and George lived together for many years in 
a committed relationship, but after they died together in a car 
accident, they were buried hundreds of miles apart. Mr. Ford 
was sad because no one could tell by their grave sites that 
these two people had ever had a loving relationship, so he 
was happy when he learned that David’s sister had placed a 
headstone for George near David’s grave and had buried 
some of George’s ashes there as well. Now, people walking 
in the cemetery may see the two headstones next to each 
other, notice that the dates of death are the same, and guess 
that the two men had a relationship.74 

• One very cold night, children’s book author Gary Paulsen 
was in a sled being pulled by his dogs when they suddenly 
stopped and began to growl. He got out of the shed and 
walked up to his lead dog, then saw in the light of his head 
lamp a perfectly still doe standing upright and seeming to 
look at them. This was eerie because no doe will knowingly 
allow dogs and a human being to come that near to her and 
no dog would be afraid of a doe — instead, the dog would 
chase her. Mr. Paulsen walked up to the doe so close that he 

 
73 Source: Don L. Wulffson, Great Stories Behind Famous Books, pp. 
63-64. 
74 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, The Little Book of Neuroses, pp. 101-
102. 
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could touch her, and he saw that she was dead — she had 
frozen on her feet in an upright position with her head up.75 

• When she was a young woman, Edna St. Vincent Millay 
started swimming in the ocean toward what she thought was 
a small island. The “island” was further away than she had 
thought, but she persisted in swimming toward it. 
Unfortunately, when she arrived, exhausted, at the “island,” 
she discovered that it was merely a mass of seaweed. 
Fortunately, she managed to swim back to land, although she 
feared that she would drown. This experience may have 
influenced the images of death and rebirth that appear in 
such poems of hers as “Renascence.”76 

• Anne McCaffrey, author of the Pern novels about 
telepathic dragons, was working as a dessert chef when 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt died of a cerebral 
hemorrhage. The two chefs who ran the restaurant looked at 
each other, and then they turned off all the burners in the 
kitchen before telling the customers that out of respect for 
President Roosevelt, the restaurant was closing. No one 
argued with the chefs. Everyone was too busy crying.77 

• In 1973, William Goldman published a humorous fantasy 
titled The Princess Bride about true love. In it, a farm boy 
named Westley pursued his true beloved, named Buttercup, 
even coming back from the dead in order to rescue her from 
the bad guys. One of the great moments in Mr. Goldman’s 
life was seeing a young couple obviously in love wearing 

 
75 Source: Gary Paulsen, Woodsong, pp. 61-63. 
76 Source: Carolyn Daffron, Edna St. Vincent Millay, p. 36. 
77 Source: Martha P. Trachtenberg, Anne McCaffrey: Science Fiction 
Storyteller, p. 28. 
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matching T-shirts that bore the legend “WESTLEY NEVER 
DIES.”78 

• Jack Gantos is the author of the Newbery Honor book Joey 
Pigza Loses Control. On Jack’s tenth birthday, fellow writer 
Ernest Hemingway committed suicide. Previously, because 
it was a fishing story, Jack’s father had read Mr. 
Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea to young Jack. After 
reading about Mr. Hemingway’s suicide in the newspaper, 
Jack’s father said, “I’d have shot myself, too, if it took me 
that long to catch a fish.”79 

• After humorist Art Buchwald’s kidneys failed, he decided 
to enter Hospice and to decline dialysis. He also, however, 
decided to write a book about dying titled Too Soon to Say 
Goodbye and was able to continue joking while dying. When 
his lawyer, Bob Barnett, visited him, Mr. Buchwald told 
him, “If you can get me seven million dollars for my book 
like you got for Hillary Clinton, I’ll start dialysis.”80 

• Published authors are frequently annoyed by would-be 
authors who want them to read their writing and help them 
get it published. On his deathbed, Nicolas Boileau-
Despréaux was besieged by one of these would-be authors, 
who insisted on reading his play to him as Mr. Boileau-
Despréaux lay dying. Mr. Boileau-Despréaux said to the 
playwright, “Do you wish to hasten my last hour?”81 

 
78 Source: William Goldman, The Princess Bride, p. 399. 
79 Source: Jack Gantos, Hole in My Life, pp. 49-50. 
80 Source: Art Buchwald, “My Hospice Is Your Hospice.” 2006 
<http://www.beliefnet.com/story/210/story_21005_1.html>. This 
article is excerpted from Mr. Buchwald’s book Too Soon to Say 
Goodbye. 
81 Source: Kenneth Williams, Acid Drops, p. 11. 
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• After getting AIDS, writer David B. Feinberg used to 
amuse himself with black humor. For example, he would 
make up lists of totally inappropriate songs to be played at 
his memorial service: Marilyn McCoo’s “One Less Bell to 
Answer,” Maureen McGovern’s “There’s Got to Be a 
Morning After,” and Peggy Lee’s “Is That All There Is?”82 

• Traditionally, griots of Western and Central Africa traveled 
throughout the territory, telling stories and singing songs and 
conveying news of a political and personal nature. Such 
griots learned huge amounts of information, and so arose the 
proverb, “Whenever a griot dies, a library dies.”83 

• William Ellery Channing, the friend and biographer of 
Henry David Thoreau, author of Walden, was unable to 
accept Mr. Thoreau’s death. Instead of saying that Mr. 
Thoreau had died, Mr. Channing instead said, “When Mr. 
Thoreau went away from Concord ….”84 

Eccentrics and Enthusiasts 

• When Sidney, the father of author Franz Lidz, was a child, 
he buried his dead pet cat at Grant’s Tomb just so whenever 
someone asked him, “Who is buried at Grant’s Tomb?,” he 
could answer, “My cat.” By the way, Sidney came up with 
this idea for an epitaph for his paranoid brother, Danny: 
“What the hell are you looking at?” Just in case anyone is 
wondering whether the Lidz family was weird, another 
brother, Leo, used to sit on the sidewalk in front of a table 
on which was a fishbowl covered with a velvet cloth. Also 

 
82 Source: David B. Feinberg, Queer and Loathing: Rants and Raves of 
a Raging AIDS Clone, p. 87. 
83 Source: James Haskins, One Love, One Heart: A History of Reggae, 
pp. 35-36. 
84 Source: Diane Lefer, Emma Lazarus, p. 54. 
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on the table was a sign that said, “ONE PENNY TO SEE 
THE INVISIBLE FISH.”85 

• Creative people can be more than ordinarily madcap. In 
France, Charles MacArthur and H. Scott Fitzgerald once 
kidnapped an orchestra. They had invited the musicians to 
take their instruments from the Hotel Provencal to the villa 
that Mr. Fitzgerald had been renting. That way, the 
musicians could have a nice nightcap before going home. 
However, once at the villa the two writers locked the 
musicians in a room and threatened never to let them out 
unless they played music all night long. At dawn, after a 
night of music, they let out the musicians‚ who went straight 
to the police and had them arrested.86 

• Playwright George Kaufman was a hypochondriac. He 
once called his personal physician, Dr. Menard Gertler, and 
said dramatically, “I need you immediately!” Dr. Gertler 
rushed to Mr. Kaufman’s house only to see Mr. Kaufman in 
perfect health and holding a stopwatch. Mr. Kaufman 
explained, “I wanted to see how long it would take you to 
get here if I were really ill.” (Mr. Kaufman once joked that 
he kept a careful watch on a man one year older than himself 
“to see what I’m going to catch next year.”)87 

• The 18th-century eccentric Timothy Dexter, who lived in 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, wrote a book titled A Pickle 
for the Knowing Ones. The body of the book contained 
absolutely no punctuation, but two pages at the end 
contained nothing but punctuation marks, which Mr. Dexter 

 
85 Source: Franz Lidz, Unstrung Heroes, pp. 78-79, 81-82, 105. 
86 Source: Grace Moore, You’re Only Human Once, p. 109. 
87 Source: Henry and Melissa Billings, Eccentrics: 21 Stories of 
Unusual and Remarkable People, pp. 37-38. 
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told his readers to insert into the body of the book as 
desired.88 

• American fans tend to be uninhibited when they meet J.K. 
Rowling, author of the very popular and very profitable 
Harry Potter books. In LA, a middle-aged woman told her, 
“I’m so glad you’re rich.” And in New York, a young boy 
told her, “YOU ROCK!”89 

Editors 

• When Robert Louis Stevenson wrote The Black Arrow as a 
serial story for Young Folks magazine, the proofreader of 
Young Folks helped him by pointing out some errors with 
the story — Mr. Stevenson had lost track of the fourth arrow 
and of some of his characters.90 

• Richard Peck, author of such children’s books as Secrets of 
the Shopping Mall, had an excellent experience with the 
manuscript of his first novel. He took it himself to an editor, 
and the very next morning the editor called to tell him, “Start 
your second novel.”91 

Education 

• Isaac Asimov’s parents believed that he ought to go to 
school when he had learned to read. Therefore, his mother 
lied about his age. He was five but had to be six to go to 
school, so she added a few months to his age. Not until the 
third grade, when Isaac was asked his date of birth, did 

 
88 Source: Henry and Melissa Billings, Eccentrics: 21 Stories of 
Unusual and Remarkable People, p. 82. 
89 Source: Lindsey Fraser, Conversations with J.K. Rowling, p. 90. 
90 Source: Angelica Shirley Carpenter and Jean Shirley, Robert Louis 
Stevenson: Finding Treasure Island, p. 64. 
91 Source: Deborah Kovacs, Meet the Authors, p. 79. 
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school officials discover the error. Isaac performed well in 
elementary school — he used to read all his textbooks during 
the first week of school, with the result that he frequently 
skipped a grade because he already knew the material the 
teacher was teaching. Another thing that contributed to 
Isaac’s education was the public library — actually two 
public libraries, since he lived on the boundary line 
separating them. He frequently visited both the Brooklyn 
Public Library and the Queens Public Library, often reading 
the books on his way back from the library and so failing to 
recognize his friends on the sidewalk. Mr. Asimov, of 
course, became a renowned author, and he once wrote, 
“During my childhood as a member of an ambitious but very 
poor immigrant family, I did my reading and obtained nine-
tenth of my learning in the public library. It frightens me to 
think what I might have become — and what I might have 
failed to become — without one.”92 

• Some lessons are remembered many years after they are 
taught. In the fifth grade, a young Ralph Nader watched as 
his teacher, Ms. Thompson, wrote on the chalkboard, 
“LOST: 60 SECONDS. DON’T BOTHER LOOKING FOR 
THEM BECAUSE THEY ARE GONE FOREVER!” This 
lesson was his best and most memorable in both his fifth-
grade and his sixth-grade years. Unfortunately, another 
lesson Ralph learned was memorable for a bad reason. In the 
third grade, a very young Ralph got into trouble for 
correcting his teacher. She called the local library a public 
library, but Ralph pointed out that it was a memorial library, 
something that he had learned from his parents, who valued 
charity. Young Ralph was right, but his teacher made him sit 
in the dunce chair in the corner anyway. His parents valued 
education. His father told him, “Imagine what a bargain 

 
92 Source: Karen Judson, Isaac Asimov: Master of Science Fiction, pp. 
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books are for readers. The author spends months or years 
writing a book. You reap the benefit of all that effort in just 
a few hours.” And if any of her children appeared to suffer 
from a case of educational overconfidence, his mother would 
tell them, “You better be a genius, because you’ve clearly 
decided to stop learning.”93 

• Chris Crutcher, author of books for young adults, was not 
himself a reader while he was in school. However, during 
the sixth grade, he was assigned to read Harper Lee’s To Kill 
a Mockingbird and after reading the first chapter, he was 
hooked — he couldn’t put the book down. However, Mr. 
Crutcher admits, “When I say I couldn’t put a book down, I 
mean I read it inside a month.” At this point, he was on the 
verge of becoming a reader. Unfortunately, the next book he 
was assigned to read was George Eliot’s Silas Marner, 
which made him believe that only one good book had been 
written in the entire history of the world, and he had already 
read it.94 

• Not everyone is meant to be a soldier. In his part-fiction, 
part-autobiographical book titled Unreliable Memoirs, critic 
Clive James tells about a soldier he calls Peebles. As soldiers 
were trained how to throw a grenade, a sergeant would give 
the soldier a grenade, and the soldier would remove the pin 
and then throw the grenade. Well, most of the soldiers did 
that. Peebles removed the pin, then handed the grenade back 
to the sergeant. After a few such experiences, the sergeants 
would put Peebles somewhere safe, then teach the other 
soldiers and fake a passing score for Peebles.95 

 
93 Source: Ralph Nader, The Seventeen Traditions, pp. 53-54, 71, 73-74. 
94 Source: Chris Crutcher, King of the Mild Frontier, pp. 218-219. 
95 Source: Clive James, Unreliable Memoirs, pp. 146-147. 
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• As a young teenager, R.L. Stine, the author of the Fear 
Street and Goosebumps books, wrote humorous pieces and 
distributed them to his fellow students in junior high and 
high school. Occasionally, a student would get caught 
reading one of Bob’s pieces in class because of laughing out 
loud. This was a pleasure to young Bob, even though it 
occasionally meant that he was sent to visit the principal. He 
used his humorous talents in other ways; in high school, he 
wrote this (losing) slogan for a friend who was running for 
president of the senior class: “Kick the scoundrel in.”96 

• When children’s book illustrator Julie Downing was in 
high school, she told a guidance counselor that she wanted 
to be an artist and go to the Rhode Island School of Design. 
Apparently, the guidance counselor had heard about starving 
artists, so he suggested that she learn typing in case a career 
as an artist didn’t work out. Ms. Downing went ahead and 
applied to the Rhode Island School of Design and swore that 
she would never learn how to type. (Later, she decided to 
write books as well as illustrate them, so she learned how to 
type.)97 

• As a chemistry major at Cornell University, author Kurt 
Vonnegut, Jr., enjoyed playing practical jokes. During finals 
week, he would go to the final exam of a lecture class that 
was so large the professor could not know everyone in the 
class. After the exams were passed out, Mr. Vonnegut would 
take his exam up to the professor, rip it into small pieces, 
throw it on the professor’s desk, storm out of the exam room, 

 
96 Source: Joel H. Cohen, R.L. Stine, pp. 19-20. 
97 Source: Pat Cummings, compiler and editor, Talking with Artists, 
Volume 2, p. 29. 
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and slam the door behind him. (Of course, Mr. Vonnegut 
wasn’t actually enrolled in that particular class.)98 

• James T. Farrell, author of the Studs Lonigan trilogy 
(1932-1935), came to believe that literature had been taken 
over by college professors, literary critics, and other damned 
fools. Asked if he would teach a creative writing course, he 
replied that he would — but with two conditions: “First, that 
I could do all the writing; second, that I could seduce all the 
girls.” (Interviewer Roger Ebert asked him, “What about the 
boys?” Mr. Farrell replied, “They could imitate their 
teacher.”)99 

• While feminist comedian Kate Clinton was earning her 
master’s degree in English, she met poet Adrienne Rich, who 
was a visiting teacher, and started to say, “There doesn’t 
seem to be much written about feminist humor and” — at 
this point, Ms. Rich stopped her and asked, “Why don’t you 
write it?” Ms. Clinton says, “When Adrienne Rich asks you 
to do something, you do it.” Her essay on feminist humor 
appears at the end of her book titled What the L? By the way, 
Ms. Clinton was working on her memoirs one day when her 
computer told her, “You are almost out of memory.”100 

• R.L. Stine has sold over 300 million copies of his scary 
books for children. He once went back to his native 
Columbus, Ohio, for a book signing, at which a woman came 
up to him and asked if he remembered her — she had been 
one of his English teachers. Mr. Stine, in fact, did not 

 
98 Source: Tom Verde, Twentieth-Century Writers: 1950-1990, p. 86. 
99 Source: Robert Ebert, “An author returns to the scene.” 7 March 
2004 <http://www.suntimes.com/output/eb-feature/sho-sunday-
farr07.html>. 
100 Source: Kate Clinton, Don’t Get Me Started, p. 6. Also: Kate 
Clinton, What the L?, p. 254. 
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remember her, but he told her, “You were such a big 
influence on me.” He adds, “It made her day. And it was a 
nice thing to do.” (And, probably, even the English teachers 
we don’t remember are a big influence on us.)101 

• As a boy, Mark Twain was a talented speller and almost 
always won the medal for spelling at his school. However, 
one day he did not win the medal in a spelling contest 
because he left out the first ‘r’ in “February.” He later 
admitted that he had done that on purpose, so a childhood 
sweetheart could win the medal instead of him. (Laura 
Hawkins, the model for Becky Thatcher in The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer, was the sweetheart.)102 

• A female college student in Canada once asked science 
fiction writer Philip K. Dick, “What is reality?” (He was a 
good person to ask because much of his writing is concerned 
with this question.) He thought about the question, then gave 
her his answer in one sentence: “Reality is that which, when 
you stop believing in it, doesn’t go away.”103 

• As a teenager, Walter Dean Myers skipped school a lot, so 
much in fact that he once went to school and found out that 
it was closed — for summer vacation. As an adult, Mr. 
Myers became the author of such books as Scorpions, 
Hoops, and Slam!104 

  

 
101 Source: Michelle Parker-Rock, R.L. Stine: Creator of Creepy and 
Spooky Stories, p. 33. 
102 Source: John D. Evans, A Tom Sawyer Companion, p. 40. 
103 Source: Philip K. Dick, I Hope I Shall Arrive Soon, pp. 3-4. 
104 Source: Denise M. Jordan, Walter Dean Myers: Writer for Real 
Teens, p. 43. 
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Chapter 3: From Fiction to Letters 

Fiction 

• Fan fiction — fiction written by fans using the characters 
they are fans of — has been around for longer than you may 
think. When Ray Bradbury was 12 years old in the early 
1930s, he was a big fan of Edgar Rice Burroughs, author of 
books starring such characters as Tarzan of the Apes and 
John Carter of Mars. Mr. Burroughs sometimes ended a 
book with a cliffhanger, so the reader would have to buy the 
next book in the series to find out what had happened. After 
young Ray had finished a John Carter of Mars novel, he 
didn’t have enough money to buy the sequel, so he wrote his 
own sequel. Was it published? Mr. Bradbury says, “I was 
twelve! It was terrible! I threw it away!”105 

• As head of her own architectural firm in California at a time 
when that was rare for a woman, Julia Morgan knew how to 
make a point. Once, a young man in her employ designed a 
staircase. Ms. Morgan looked at the drawing and noticed that 
it was impossible to walk up and down the staircase. She told 
the young man, “I can’t deal with fiction writers.”106 

• Barbara Taylor Bradford has written a number of popular 
books, including A Woman of Substance. Asked if she 
minded being a “popular novelist,” she replied, “I sure as 
hell wouldn’t want to be an unpopular novelist.”107 

 
105 Source: Wendy Mass, Ray Bradbury: Master of Science Fiction and 
Fantasy, p. 83. 
106 Source: Ginger Wadsworth, Julia Morgan: Architect of Dreams, p. 
43. 
107 Source: Marian Christy, Marian Christy’s Conversations: Famous 
Women Speak Out, p. 128. 
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Food 

• When Madeleine L’Engle, author of A Wrinkle in Time, 
was a little girl, her mother was very strict and would not 
allow her to eat sugar with her oatmeal; in fact, her mother 
tasted the oatmeal before Madeleine ate it to make sure it had 
no sugar. Fortunately, young Madeleine had a nanny, Mrs. 
O’Connell, who liked to spoil her. Therefore, Mrs. O, as 
Madeleine called her, would put sugar in the bottom of 
Madeleine’s oatmeal bowl. Madeleine’s mother would taste 
the unsweetened oatmeal at the top, and then Mrs. O would 
stir the oatmeal and sugar and let Madeleine eat the 
sweetened oatmeal. Madeleine’s mother never figured out 
why Madeleine would eat oatmeal for Mrs. O, but not for 
anyone else.108 

• The first time Gary Paulsen, author of Hatchet, competed 
in the 1,000-plus-mile sled dog race in Alaska known as the 
Iditarod, he ran into a problem. One of his dogs refused to 
eat the food he had available to feed them. Instead, the dog 
would eat only the food that he had available to feed himself. 
Dogs are important in the Iditarod, and sled dogs have to eat 
to get the energy necessary to pull the sled, so Mr. Paulsen 
fed the dog his own food, leaving only butter for himself to 
eat. At a race checkpoint, moose chili was available, and Mr. 
Paulsen gorged himself, eating 19 bowls before he could 
bring himself to stop.109 

• Before her death in 2003, mystery writer Joan Lowery 
Nixon was constantly plotting and writing books. During a 
meal at a restaurant, she and her daughter discussed the best 
way to kill someone without causing bleeding. They 

 
108 Source: Doreen Gonzales, Madeleine L’Engle, Author of A Wrinkle 
in Time, p. 12. 
109 Source: Gary Paulsen, Woodsong, pp. 116-117. 
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considered the merits and demerits of poison and 
strangulation, and a man got up from a table near them and 
started talking to a waitress. The man did not return to finish 
his meal, and the waitress thereafter kept a close watch on 
Ms. Nixon and her daughter.110 

• As a reporter, H. Allen Smith met many of the rich and 
famous. Once he went to a dinner with the writer H.G. Wells, 
and he sat very close to him so he could hear the great man’s 
every word. However, the only thing Mr. Wells talked about 
during dinner was that he didn’t like green peas, and he 
couldn’t ever remember having liked green peas, and when 
he died he would still not like green peas.111 

Games 

• When they were children, young people’s author William 
Sleator and Vicky, his sister, sometimes amused themselves 
during car trips by pretending that they were BMs (bowel 
movements). Vicky imagined that she was an Oreo cookie 
that had been eaten by Queen Elizabeth and she described 
the process of being transformed from an Oreo cookie into a 
BM and finally being flushed down a toilet in the queen’s 
marble bathroom. William described two items being eaten 
at the same time — blueberries and carrots — resulting in a 
purple-and-orange-striped BM. Vicky used to point out that 
striped BMs do not exist, but William replied that just 
because she had never seen one that did not mean that they 
didn’t exist.112 

 
110 Source: Mary Dodson Wade, Joan Lowery Nixon: Masterful 
Mystery Writer, p. 15. 
111 Source: H. Allen Smith, Low Man on a Totem Pole, pp. 145-146. 
112 Source: William Sleator, Oddballs, pp. 3-5. 
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• A game that Alistair Cooke and his friends played was 
trying to tell a person’s occupation by looking at their 
photograph. One friend would cut photographs of people 
who were not famous from newspapers and magazines. Each 
photograph was pasted on a piece of paper, and the game 
players were also given a sheet of paper that listed the 
occupations of the people in the photographs. As it 
happened, no one was very good at matching face and 
occupation — high scores were 20 or 25 percent accuracy. 
Most of the players felt certain that a person in one 
photograph was a murderer — he turned out to be a judge.113 

Gays and Lesbians 

• Michael Musto is a gay gossip columnist with the Village 
Voice, and he has many straight fans. Unfortunately, when 
his straight fans write him an email, they feel compelled to 
write things like “I love your column, but I’m straight!” This 
amuses Mr. Musto. He says, “I can’t believe people are so 
insecure that they feel they have to spell out their supposed 
sexuality just so I know they’re not ‘one of them’ just for 
liking me. Relax, people. After all, I enjoyed The Color 
Purple, but I don’t have to tell people, ‘But I’m white!’”114 

• Among the dumb beliefs many people have held about 
gays and lesbians (about as dumb as the belief in the secret 
handshake) is that gays and lesbians wear green on 
Thursdays, aka Fairy Day. In the 1960s, this belief amused 
Nancy Garden, the future author of the lesbian love story 
Annie on My Mind (it has a happy ending!). She wore green 

 
113 Source: Alistair Cooke, The Great and the Good, pp. 199-200. 
114 Source: Sheela Lambert, “Before Perez there was Musto.” 8 January 
2007 <http://www.afterelton.com/people/2007/1/musto.html>. 
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every day she attended school because her school uniform 
was green.115 

• The gaydar that gays and lesbians use to find other gays 
and lesbians sometimes doesn’t work. When gay poet Allen 
Ginsburg met punk poet Patti Smith, he thought she was a 
very cute boy, he was attracted to her, and he wanted to sleep 
with her. However, Patti was aware of Allen’s sexual 
preferences, so she told him, “Look at the tits, Allen! Look 
at the tits!”116 

• In the 1920s, Anita Loos wrote an excellent comic novel 
titled Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. In the 1960s, she visited 
swinging London, where she was asked if she would change 
anything in her novel if she were writing it in the present 
day. Ms. Loos replied that yes, she would change the novel 
— for one thing, the title would be Gentlemen Prefer 
Gentlemen.117 

• Gay author Joel Perry recommends being out of the closet 
so gays and lesbians can fight for their rights. Of course, he 
realizes that being out means possibly being targeted for 
abuse, but even that can be an opportunity for activism. For 
example, if a bigot calls him a queer, he corrects the bigot by 
saying that he is a “fantastic queer.”118 

• As a gay teenager, Paul Guilbert showed little fear. 
Whenever someone called him “faggot,” he would reply, 

 
115 Source: Nancy Garden, Lesbian and Gay Stories of Struggle, 
Progress, and Hope, 1950 to the Present, p. 47. 
116 Source: Legs McNeil and Gillian McCain, Please Kill Me, p. 113. 
117 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and Tongues, 
p. 119. 
118 Source: Joel Perry, Funny That Way: Adventures in Fabulousness, 
p. 86. 
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“That’s right, honey.” (And whenever someone hit him, he 
hit back.) Mr. Guilbert was Aaron Frick’s date at his high 
school prom, which Mr. Fricke writes about in Reflections of 
a Rock Lobster: A Story About Growing Up Gay.119 

• Lesbian cartoonist Kathleen Debold was a crossword freak, 
but she noticed that crossword puzzles seldom had gay 
themes. For example, the answer “stein” was never “Stein,” 
as in “lover of Toklas,” but instead its clue was “beer mug.” 
To correct this deficiency, she wrote the book Word 
Gaymes: 101 Puzzles with Lesbian and Gay Themes.120 

• When Out magazine editor Sarah Pettit entered college, she 
walked up to a man who looked very gay to her and asked, 
“Excuse me, you’re gay, aren’t you?” After he replied that 
he was, she said, “Well, then take me to where the gay people 
are.” They went to a party, and she met the first woman she 
ever dated.121 

Halloween 

• Children’s book author Gary Paulsen used to own a huge 
dog — a Great Dane — named Caesar. Despite his size, 
Caesar was afraid of trick-or-treaters. One Halloween, a boy 
in a werewolf costume came to the Paulsens’ door. Caesar 
looked at the masked boy, the masked boy looked at him, 
and the masked boy growled. Caesar ran into the bedroom 
and hid in a closet until the trick-or-treaters stopped coming. 
For the next six Halloweens, whenever the first group of 
trick-or-treaters appeared — no matter what costumes they 

 
119 Source: Aaron Fricke, Reflections of a Rock Lobster: A Story About 
Growing Up Gay, p. 44. 
120 Source: Roz Warren, editor, Dyke Strippers: Lesbian Cartoonists A 
to Z, p. 47. 
121 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, Outspoken, p. 98. 
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were wearing — Caesar ran into the bedroom and hid in the 
closet until trick or treating was over.122 

Hoaxes 

• The Authors Club in New York City is not always a serious 
institution. At the beginning of the 20th century, it hoaxed a 
large number of people, including literary critics, into 
believing that a fictitious person, Feodor Vladimir 
Larrovitch, was the Father of Russian Literature. During a 
chess game at the Authors Club, Richardson Wright watched 
William Jordan play George Simonson. During the game, 
Mr. Wright and Mr. Jordan kept asking Mr. Simonson 
questions about Feodor Vladimir Larrovitch. Of course, Mr. 
Simonson was forced to admit that he knew nothing about 
the supposed Father of Russian Literature. While talking to 
Mr. Simonson, Mr. Wright and Mr. Jordan made up an 
elaborate biography of Mr. Larrovitch. They continued to 
talk about Mr. Larrovitch at the Authors Club, and soon most 
of the members were in on the joke. Eventually, Mr. Jordan 
gave a lecture on the father of Russian Literature. Following 
the very successful lecture, the Authors Club decided to 
further honor Mr. Larrovitch with a tribute on April 26, 
1907. Members of the Authors Club read tributes to Mr. 
Larrovitch and read samples of poems. They even unveiled 
a portrait of the famous Russian author. The hoax didn’t stop 
there, however, as members of the Authors Club then 
published a book titled Feodor Vladimir Larrovitch: An 
Appreciation of His Life and Works. The book was taken 
seriously by the literary world, and serious reviews appeared 
about it. Eventually, however, a Swedish sportswriter 
revealed the hoax, and the Authors Club finally stopped 
honoring Mr. Larrovitch. The hoax was fun while it lasted, 
and it lasted as long as it did only because the Authors Club 

 
122 Source: Gary Paulsen, My Life in Dog Years, pp. 81-82. 
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is normally a serious organization. Imagining the Authors 
Club creating a hoax, according to Mr. Wright, was like 
“imagining your great-grandmother rollerskating.”123 

• In 1966, two runaway best-selling books were The 
Adventurers by Harold Robbins and Valley of the Dolls by 
Jacqueline Susann — depressing news for anyone who loves 
literature. One person who loved literature was Newsday 
columnist Mike McGrady, who decided that he and his 
friends could write a book of that “quality.” He said to his 
fellow Newsday employees: “Why don’t we all do one? A 
novel. Everyone could do one chapter and each would write 
about one specific perversion ….” After coming up with the 
idea and getting the cooperation of his friends in writing it, 
Mr. McGrady sought a publisher. He went to the office of 
Lyle Stuart and explained the project. Mr. Stuart said, “I’ll 
publish it.” Mr. McGrady answered, “It should be ready in a 
year or so. You can read it then.” Mr. Stuart then said, “I 
mean I’ll publish it sight unseen.” In fact, he did publish the 
novel, and it became a best seller: Naked Came the Stranger, 
which was supposedly written by housewife Penelope 
Ashe.124 

Humor 

• As a comic book writer for Marvel Comics, Stan Lee wrote 
many good stories, but because of his heavy workload, once 
in a while he wrote a story that he felt wasn’t up to the level 
he wanted and he didn’t have time to make it better. Once, 
when that happened, he wrote these words that appeared on 
the cover of the comic book: “Look, this may not be one of 
the best stories we’ve ever done, but we’ve given you 
enough good ones so that you owe it to us to buy this lemon 

 
123 Source: James Cornell, Fakes, Frauds, and Phonies, pp. 29-32. 
124 Source: Luke Ford, A History of X, pp. 28-30. 
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anyway.” The response was phenomenal, as the comic book 
sold very, very well. In addition, lots of readers wrote in to 
say, “You guys are the greatest. Nobody else would have 
been that honest — and, y’know what, the story wasn’t all 
that bad!”125 

• Satirist Stan Freberg is known for his use in humor in 
advertisements — humor that is very effective in increasing 
sales. (Mr. Freberg once wrote an advertisement that had this 
message: “Nine out of 10 doctors recommend Chun King 
chow mein.” The ad featured 10 doctors — nine of them 
Oriental.) When another renowned ad writer, David Ogilvy, 
wrote 10 rules for creating advertisements, he wrote, 
“Humor in advertising doesn’t work.” Yet another ad writer, 
Howard Gossage, asked him, “What about Freberg?” Mr. 
Ogilvy was forced to backtrack: “Oh, well, I didn’t mean 
Freberg.”126 

• The New Yorker started out as a humor magazine, but in 
times of war and its aftermath the magazine was more 
serious. One woman read John Hersey’s famed article about 
the bombing of Hiroshima in The New Yorker, then 
complained, “I’ve just read that long Hiroshima article from 
beginning to end, and I just wish you’d tell me what was 
funny about it!”127 

Husbands and Wives 

• Author Studs Terkel was married to Ida for 60 years in a 
marriage that ended only with her death in 1999. Both she 
and her husband were social activists, and she used to tease 

 
125 Source: Stan Lee and George Mair, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of 
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him because her FBI file was bigger than his. In her old age, 
she was advised to use a cane, but she declined, giving as her 
reason, “I fall over so gracefully.” Of course, she and her 
husband knew everyone, and everyone knew them. At age 
95, Studs was still telling stories about the many people he 
knew. For example, Nelson Algren, writer of The Man with 
the Golden Arm, once made extra money by selling the 
typewriter on which he had written that world-class novel. 
Actually, that’s not the entire story. Mr. Algren had many 
typewriters, and each time he wanted or needed extra money, 
he sold a typewriter, telling the purchaser that it was the 
typewriter on which he had written The Man with the Golden 
Arm.128 

• King Henry VIII’s Lord Chancellor, Thomas More, had 
some novel ideas that he wrote about in his book Utopia. For 
example, he thought that couples about to be married should 
see each other naked. In real life, when a lawyer called on 
him and asked to be married to Megg (Mr. More’s daughter), 
Mr. More took him to her bedroom, where she was asleep, 
then swept the covers back and her nightgown up. Rudely 
awakened, Megg immediately turned over on her stomach. 
The delighted lawyer said, “I have seen both sides,” then he 
patted her butt and added, “Thou art mine.”129 

• Eve Arden became friends with humorist Robert Benchley 
and even appeared in a movie with him: Pan-Americana. 
While in Romanoff’s restaurant, Ms. Arden was heading to 
the ladies room when Mr. Benchley saw her and gave her a 
note, saying, “Read this later.” She did, and the note said, 

 
128 Source: Roger Ebert, “Happy 95th, Studs!” 15 May 2007 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070515/
PEOPLE/705160301>. 
129 Source: Vicki León, Uppity Women of Medieval Times, pp. 58-59. 
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“Why don’t you give all this up and marry me?” It was only 
a joke, but it revealed his affection for her.130 

• Film critic Stuart Klawans, author of Film Follies: The 
Cinema Out of Order, and his fiancée were out walking 
when they ran across a street person named “Sarge” whom 
Mr. Klawans knew. Sarge looked at the fiancée, then told 
Mr. Klawans, “You’re with a beautiful woman. You got 
good taste.” Then he told Mr. Klawans’ fiancée, “You got 
good taste, too. But his is better.”131 

• Humorous poet Oliver Herford enjoyed having his wife 
read out loud to him, but he disliked bad things happening to 
the characters in the writings she read. Therefore, if Mrs. 
Herford discovered bad things happening to the characters, 
she would make up a new plot as she read out loud and give 
the story a happy ending.132 

• J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry Potter books, has been 
married more than once. An in-joke in Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban occurs when Professor Trelawny is not 
looking forward to something that will occur on Friday, 
October 16 — the date when Ms. Rowling married her first 
husband in 1992.133 

• When Walter Tevis, author of the novel The Hustler, first 
met Jamie, the woman who would become his ex-wife, he 
showed her some poems that he had written to his former 

 
130 Source: Eve Arden, Three Phases of Eve, p. 27. 
131 Source: Luc Sante and Melissa Holbrook Pierson, editors, O.K. You 
Mugs: Writers on Movie Actors, pp. 129-130. 
132 Source: Everett S. Allen, Famous American Humorous Poets, p. 51. 
133 Source: William Compson, J.K. Rowling, p. 39. 
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girlfriends. She says that after they were married, these 
poems became lost — and not by accident.134 

• When Margaret Mitchell attended the premiere of the 
movie version of her novel Gone with the Wind, the master 
of ceremonies asked her husband, “Aren’t you proud of your 
wife?” He replied, “I was proud of her even before she wrote 
a book.”135 

• When Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley wrote Frankenstein in 
1816, she was only 18 years old. She was married to the poet 
Percy Bysshe Shelley, and after he died at an early age, she 
kept his heart, which she wrapped in a piece of linen.136 

• Queen Margaret of Scotland, aka Saint Margaret, was 
much loved by her husband, Malcolm. Although he himself 
was illiterate, he knew that she loved her books, so he used 
to have their bindings covered with jewels as a gift to her.137 

Influences and Inspiration 

• Children’s book author/illustrator David McPhail believes 
in taking advantage of inspiration when it strikes. He was 
awaiting some friends whom he had invited to his house 
when he was struck by inspiration and began writing Henry 
Bear’s Park. In the middle of writing the children’s book, he 
heard a knock at the door. He threw it open, saw his friends, 
and told them, “I’m in the middle of writing something. Go 

 
134 Source: Jamie Griggs Tevis, My Life with the Hustler, p. 218. 
135 Source: Moira Davison Reynolds, Women Champions of Human 
Rights, p. 105. 
136 Source: Tom Powers, Movie Monsters, p. 17. 
137 Source: Ethel Pochocki, One-of-a-Kind Friends, pp. 21-22. 
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to the beach and come back in an hour!” An hour later, when 
they came back, he had finished the children’s book.138 

• Authors are often asked who has most influenced their 
career. For Newbery Medal-winning children’s book author 
Lois Lowry, that person was a Czechoslovakian woman 
named Maria who took care of the children while Ms. Lowry 
wrote. (Before she hired a housekeeper, a well-traveled path 
existed between Ms. Lowry’s washing machine and her 
typewriter.)139 

Language 

• Journalist and author Andrew Mueller takes spelling, 
punctuation, and grammar seriously. He once discovered 
that a possible romantic companion did not know — or care 
— about the difference between your and you’re. She ceased 
to be a possible romantic companion for him. He once 
shouted an obscenity at people whose stall had a sign for 
toiletrie’s. And he routinely went four blocks out of his way 
to purchase groceries because the store across the street had 
a sign for tomatoe’s. All of us can applaud Mr. Mueller’s 
campaign for correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar. 
(Oh, wait. He’s a Brit — his book I Wouldn’t Start From 
Here: The 21st Century and Where It All Went Wrong is 
published in Britain — who wants Americans to use the 
spelling neighbours. In the opinion of this American writer, 
that makes him a radical who has gone too far.)140 

 
138 Source: David McPhail, In Flight with David McPhail, pp. 6-7. 
139 Source: Susanna Daniel, Lois Lowry, pp. 9-10. 
140 Source: Andrew Mueller, “America, Corrected: Typo Vigilantes 
Check Spelling Coast to Coast.” Comment is Free. 17 April 2008 
<http://www.alternet.org/story/82323/>. 



   
 

53 

• African-American comedian Dick Gregory’s first memoir 
was titled Nigger, and it was written with the help of a man 
named Robert Lipsyte. For a long time, Mr. Lipsyte 
interviewed Mr. Gregory, then wrote sections of the book, 
and for a long time Mr. Gregory did not read any of what 
Mr. Lipsyte wrote. Finally, Mr. Lipsyte got Mr. Gregory to 
read a few chapters, then he waited, afraid that Mr. Gregory 
would reject the writing and the autobiography would never 
be published. Finally, Mr. Gregory looked up from the 
manuscript and said, “No, I can’t let this go through.” Mr. 
Lipsyte gasped, “What?” Mr. Gregory replied, “You’ve 
hyphenated ‘motherf**ker’ — it’s one word.” When the 
book was published, “motherf**ker” was one word.141 

• Chris Crutcher used profanity while he was growing up in 
Idaho, and profanity peppers some of his books for 
teenagers, such as Stotan! When his first book, Running 
Loose, was still in the editing stage, his agent suggested that 
a certain two-word phrase that was used frequently in the 
book might negatively affect sales, considering the audience 
for which the book was written. Mr. Crutcher agreed to 
remove the two-word phrase, and he jokes that by deleting 
the two-word phrase he turned a 300-page novel into a 200-
page novel. During the time he spent editing the book, 
someone asked his mother where he was. She replied that 
she had not seen him for two weeks because he was busy 
“unf**king” his book.142 

• Some cultures are in touch with nature. Translator Burton 
Watson writes about being in Japan and hearing what he 
thought was the cry of a bird called uguisu (bush warbler). 
He later imitated the cry for a Japanese friend, who knew 

 
141 Source: Gerald Nachman, Seriously Funny, p. 499. 
142 Source: Chris Crutcher, King of the Mild Frontier, pp. 223-224. 
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immediately what it was: “Uguisu no tani-watari.” Mr. 
Watson then learned from his friend that tani-watari meant 
“the cry the uguisu makes when he is crossing over from one 
valley to another.” This astonished Mr. Watson. How many 
cultures have a special word for one of the cries of one 
particular species of bird? Disbelieving, he looked in a 
Japanese-English dictionary and found tani-watari, which 
was defined as “The song of a bush warbler flying from 
valley to valley.”143 

• Robert Louis Stevenson, author of Treasure Island, wrote 
a story titled “The Bottle Imp,” about an imp who lived in a 
bottle and granted wishes. Mr. Stevenson lived on Samoa, 
and his story was translated into the Samoan language and 
printed in a missionary magazine. Later, he wished that he 
had not allowed the story to be translated, because many 
Samoans used to visit him and ask to see the imp.144 

• Siri Hustvedt, author of the novels The Blindfold and The 
Enchantment of Lily Dahl, was in a deli one day when she 
misspoke and ordered a cinnamon Reagan bagel. The man 
behind the counter, a person of wit and intelligence, replied, 
“We don’t have any of those, but I’ll give you a Pumper-
Nixon.”145 

• A friend of science fiction writer Philip K. Dick wrote a 
book titled Snakes of Hawaii. Some libraries even contacted 
the friend to get information about ordering the book. 

 
143 Source: Burton Watson, The Rainbow World, pp. 80-82. 
144 Source: Angelica Shirley Carpenter and Jean Shirley, Robert Louis 
Stevenson: Finding Treasure Island, pp. 112-113. 
145 Source: Luc Sante and Melissa Holbrook Pierson, editors, O.K. You 
Mugs: Writers on Movie Actors, p. 224. 
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However, the book was a joke. All the pages of the book 
were blank because Hawaii has no snakes.146 

Letters 

• Humorist H. Allen Smith once received this letter from two 
soldiers in Florida: “There is a guy here, a first sergeant who 
calls himself William Smith, eternally a son of a b*tch 
beyond belief. This lying b*stard enrages us constantly by 
claiming that he is your brother. It may not seem important 
to you, but you ought to do something about it, stop this 
insufferable jerk from claiming relationship with you.” 
Unfortunately for the two soldiers, H. Allen Smith couldn’t 
do anything about the situation — the “insufferable jerk” 
really was his brother, a highly able soldier.147 

• Betsy Byars, the author of many books for children, has 
received many letters from her readers. One of her favorite 
letters says, “All of us have to write to a real live author. 
Please write and tell me you’re alive, or I will have to write 
a poem.” Another says, “I was reading THE BURNING 
QUESTIONS OF BINGO BROWN and I came to the word 
brassieres, and I didn’t know what that was and I raised my 
hand and asked the teacher. You could have saved me a lot 
of embarrassment if you had just said bras.”148 

• Sid Fleischman, author of the McBroom comedy series of 
children’s books, is a very good writer — so are many of the 
children who write him letters. In his autobiography, The 
Abracadabra Kid, Mr. Fleischman includes brief selections 
from some of the letters that children have written him. A 
few examples: “I’ve loved your book Jingo Django. Have 

 
146 Source: Philip K. Dick, I Hope I Shall Arrive Soon, p. 7. 
147 Source: H. Allen Smith, People Named Smith, p. 135. 
148 Source: Betsy Byars, The Moon and I, pp. 84-85. 
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you read it?” “I read Jim Ugly instead of playing Nintendo.” 
“I read The Ghost in the Noonday Sun. Keep your day job.”149 

• For a while, writer Agatha Christie was very unhappy with 
the book jackets of her mysteries — some even gave away 
the solution! She let her publisher know that she did not want 
the book jackets to give away the solution to the mystery, or 
even to reveal the plot or depict any of her characters. After 
receiving a few strongly worded letters, her publisher did as 
she wished.150 

• Paul Laurence Dunbar, the first African American to make 
his living as a writer, died of tuberculosis at age 33. During 
his last days, he described the routine of his life in a letter to 
a friend: “My life consists of going to bed at the beginning 
of the month and staying there, with very brief intervals of 
half an hour or so, until the beginning of the next month.”151 

• After Calvin Trillin’s beloved wife, Alice, died, he 
received many, many touching letters, including some from 
people who had not even known Alice. One woman who had 
not known Alice wrote that when she looked at her 
boyfriend, she sometimes thought, “But will he love me like 
Calvin loves Alice?”152 

• When Mark Twain got angry, he used to write a letter 
denouncing the person who had made him angry, but he 
wouldn’t mail the letter right away. He waited three days, 
and if he was still angry at the end of that time, he mailed the 

 
149 Source: Sid Fleischman, The Abracadabra Kid, pp. 14, 17, 22. 
150 Source: Carol Dommermuth-Costa, Agatha Christie: Writer of 
Mystery, pp. 96-97. 
151 Source: Catherine Reef, Paul Laurence Dunbar: Portrait of a Poet, 
p. 102. 
152 Source: Calvin Trillin, About Alice, p. 6. 
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letter. But if he had stopped being angry, he would burn the 
letter.153 

• Mark Twain wrote a letter to a friend, asking him to visit. 
The friend wrote back, “God be with you, for I cannot.” 
Mark Twain wrote this note at the bottom of his friend’s 
letter, then sent it back: “He didn’t come. Next time please 
send someone we can depend upon.”154 

  

 
153 Source: Lou Marinoff, Ph.D., Plato, Not Prozac!, p. 45. 
154 Source: Cyril Clemens, editor, Mark Twain Anecdotes, p. 18. 
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Chapter 4: From Luck to Poetry 

Luck 

• Luck came Theodor Geisel’s way when he had given up on 
ever getting his first children’s book, And to Think I Saw It 
on Mulberry Street, published. He was walking down 
Madison Street, carrying the manuscript when he bumped 
into Mike McClintock, a friend from college, who asked 
what he was carrying under his arm. Mr. Geisel replied, “A 
book that no one will publish. I’m lugging it home to burn.” 
As it happened, Mr. Geisel’s old college friend worked as an 
editor of children’s books at a major publishing house: 
Vanguard. He liked the book, and so the first Dr. Seuss book 
was published. Later in his career, luck continued to bless 
Mr. Geisel. One day, he was working on transparent tracing 
paper in his studio when a gust of wind blew his transparent 
drawing of an elephant on top of a drawing of a tree. Mr. 
Geisel looked at the juxtaposition, then thought to himself 
that he should figure out why the elephant was sitting in a 
tree. He figured it out, and the solution became his book 
Horton Hatches the Egg. From these events in his life, Mr. 
Geisel concluded, “See, everything has to do with luck.”155 

• Ann Landers, née Esther Pauline Friedman, got her job as 
an advice columnist fortuitously. One of her friends was an 
executive on the Chicago Sun-Times. She called the friend 
to ask if she could help the newspaper’s advice columnist 
answer her mail. As it happened, the advice columnist had 
died one week earlier.156 

 
155 Source: Carin T. Ford, Dr. Seuss: Best-Loved Author, pp. 10-13, 57. 
156 Source: John and Kirsten Miller, Legends 2, p. 72. 
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Media 

• Esquire founding editor Arnold Gingrich wanted major-
league writing talent for the magazine, and he knew how to 
get it. When he contacted Ernest Hemingway about writing 
for Esquire, the famed writer suggested a shooting contest. 
If Mr. Gingrich won, then Mr. Hemingway would write for 
the magazine. Mr. Gingrich did win, and Esquire published 
Mr. Hemingway’s The Snows of Kilimanjaro.157 

• Gary Paulsen’s novel Hatchet, about a 14-year-old boy 
named Brian surviving in the Northern wilderness with the 
aid of only a hatchet, was so well and realistically written 
that after it was published, people from the National 
Geographic Society called Mr. Paulsen to see if they could 
arrange to interview Brian.158 

Mishaps 

• Notre Dame football coach Knute Rockne once met writer 
Heywood Broun and told him, “I’m glad to know you, 
Broun. I often read your articles in the World.” This was a 
mistake because Mr. Broun had not written for the World for 
two years. Mr. Broun replied, “I’m glad to hear that. And by 
the way, that’s a great basketball team you have at Yale.”159 

• When author Gary Paulsen first competed in the Iditarod, 
a 1,049-mile dog-sled race beginning in Anchorage, Alaska, 
he was voted by his fellow racers the “least likely to get out 
of Anchorage.” He did finish the race, but he almost did not 

 
157 Source: Liza Donnelly, Funny Ladies, p. 84. 
158 Source: Sarah L. Thomson, Gary Paulsen, pp. 68-69. 
159 Source: Sam Molen, They Make Me Laugh, p. 87. 
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get out of Anchorage after taking a wrong turn that led him 
downtown instead of out in the wilderness.160 

• The funniest typo that ever occurred in a work by 
children’s book writer Phyllis Reynolds Naylor appeared in 
a short story titled “The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Instead 
of reading, “Marvin Migglesby sat by the fire roasting 
chestnuts and feeding them to the dog,” the last line read, 
“Marvin Migglesby sat by the fire roasting the dog.”161 

• Author Joel Perry once parked his car at a place without 
parking meters. He did notice a number of holes dug in the 
earth by the curb but thought nothing of them. When he 
returned to his car, he discovered that the holes had been 
used to put in parking meters and he had received a parking 
ticket.162 

Money 

• Daniel Handler has made millions of dollars as Lemony 
Snicket, the author of a series of children’s books that feature 
unfortunate events. As of 2006, he had sold something like 
50 million books, and so he is doing much better financially 
than the average author. In fact, he has made so much money 
that he and his wife had to decide when Otto, their young son 
(two years old in 2006), would get a chunk of it. Mr. and 
Mrs. Handler went into a lawyer’s office and began 
discussing when Otto should come into money. The first age 
the lawyer suggested was 15, but the Handlers replied, “God, 
no!” The ages discussed grew higher and higher until they 

 
160 Source: Sarah L. Thomson, Gary Paulsen, pp. 54-55. 
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were higher than the age of Mr. Handler, who believes, 
“People of 33 should not be handling this sum of money. 
That’s absurd!”163 

• As a young man, food critic Charles Ferruza served as a 
novice waiter where he was once victimized by four 
obnoxious customers who placed a pile of dollar bills on the 
table. One of the customers told him, “This is your tip. For 
every mistake you make, we’ll take one bill off.” Of course, 
the situation made Mr. Ferruza nervous, and he made many 
mistakes, so by the time he served the obnoxious customers 
dessert, only a single dollar bill remained. The spokesman 
for the obnoxious customers told him, “Sorry, kid, you’re 
only getting a dollar.” Mr. Ferruza replied, “Oh, thank you 
so much, sir. And for your next trick, could you please stick 
it up your *ss?” (No, he wasn’t fired. His manager disliked 
the sick tipping game, too.)164 

• Being critically and popularly successful as a novelist does 
not guarantee financial success. African-American writer 
Zora Neale Hurston, whose novel Their Eyes Were Watching 
God is studied in universities throughout the world today, 
worked as a maid in her old age to earn money. When she 
died in 1960, she had little money, and when she was buried, 
her grave was unmarked. Fortunately, another acclaimed 
African-American novelist, Alice Walker, and the literary 
scholar Charlotte Hunt refused to let Ms. Hurston lie in an 

 
163 Source: Tim De Lisle, “Not so unfortunate.” The Guardian. 7 June 
2006 <http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1791843,00.html>. 
164 Source: Charles Ferruzza, “Pour It On: There are more of you 
cheapskates out there than we thought.” 12 January 2006 
<http://www.pitch.com/Issues/2006-01-12/dining/mouth.html>. 



   
 

62 

unmarked grave. In 1973, they located what they hope is her 
grave and put a headstone on it.165 

• For years, Newbery Medal-winning children’s book author 
Lois Lowry carried these two fortune-cookie fortunes in her 
wallet: YOU WILL BE FAMOUS IN A FAR-OUT 
PROFESSION and YOU WILL ATTEND A PARTY 
WHERE STRANGE CUSTOMS PREVAIL. She kept these 
fortunes because she wished for them to become true. 
(Actually, she edited one fortune. The original fortune said, 
YOU WILL BE RICH AND FAMOUS IN A FAR-OUT 
PROFESSION, but she edited out “RICH AND” because 
she wasn’t comfortable with an emphasis on money.)166 

• Theodor Geisel, who is better known as Dr. Seuss, disliked 
some forms of advertising. He was once offered a large 
amount of money to allow one of his rhymes to be used in a 
television commercial. When he turned the money down, he 
was offered an even larger amount of money, and his agent, 
Herbert Cheyette, told him, “If you accept this deal, you will 
go down into The Guinness Book of Records as the writer 
who was paid the most money per word.” Mr. Geisel replied, 
“I’d rather go into The Guinness Book of Records as the 
writer who refused to be paid the most money per word.”167 

• Advice columnist Ann Landers was thrifty, although she 
was also very capable of buying pricey clothing. According 
to Margo Howard, her daughter, she would reuse stamps that 
had not been canceled by the U.S. Post Office. Of course, in 
her line of work, she received letters with uncancelled 

 
165 Source: Patricia and Fredrick McKissack, Zora Neale Hurston: 
Writer and Storyteller, p. 26. Also: “Zora Neale Hurston.” July 2007 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zora_Hurston#Death>. 
166 Source: Susanna Daniel, Lois Lowry, pp. 9, 61-62. 
167 Source: Carin T. Ford, Dr. Seuss: Best-Loved Author, p. 83. 
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stamps frequently. For a long time, Ms. Landers had her staff 
rescue these stamps, but finally the bravest person on her 
staff rebelled, saying, “Eppie [Ms. Landers’ nickname], 
we’re not doing this anymore. It’s a federal offense.”168 

• Comic writer Robert Benchley was not good with money, 
frequently finding himself in arrears to the Internal Revenue 
Service. One day, the IRS sent him a very complicated, 
multi-page form to fill out, requiring him to list exactly his 
assets and liabilities. Mr. Benchley sent the form back to the 
IRS with a note: “Don’t be silly.” Fortunately, the IRA agent 
sent to Mr. Benchley a few days later happened to be a friend 
of his, so he avoided getting into serious trouble.169 

• People frequently have an exaggerated respect for wealth 
and power. Heinrich Heine, the German poet, told a story 
about a scene he witnessed in Paris in the offices of the 
wealthy and powerful James de Rothschild. One day he saw 
a servant carry Mr. Rothschild’s chamber pot down a 
hallway. Another man who was in the hallway also saw the 
Rothschild chamber pot, realized whose it was, and removed 
his hat to show his respect.170 

• Being a poet — even a soon-to-be-famous poet — often 
means not having much money. Edna St. Vincent Millay 
sold five poems to Poetry magazine for publication in June 
of 1918, but earlier in that year, she wrote to editor Harriet 
Monroe, “I could be very happy except that I am broke. 
Would you mind paying me now instead of on publication 
for those so stunning verses of mine which you have?” She 

 
168 Source: Margo Howard, “Everyday Thrift.” Fall 2004. In Character. 
30 June 2006 <http://www.incharacter.org/article.php?article=12>. 
169 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, pp. 12-13. 
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added this note: “P.S. I am awfully broke. Would you mind 
paying me a lot?”171 

• The agent of science fiction writer Philip K. Dick called 
him up one day and said that he could get him 10 percent 
from comic book sales of Do Androids Dream of Electric 
Sheep? — his novel that was the basis of the movie Blade 
Runner. As a writer who was serious about his work and did 
not want a comic book version of it, Mr. Dick thought for a 
moment, then asked for 100 percent of the suppository 
rights.172 

• Many authors don’t make much money from their first 
books through signing contracts that benefit the publisher 
more than themselves. Mystery writer Agatha Christie is a 
good example. After she wrote The Mysterious Affair At 
Styles, five publishers rejected it. She was very happy when 
Bodley Head offered to publish it, and she signed a contract 
by which she earned only $100 from the book.173 

• Hebrew poet Naftali Herz Imber, author of the Zionist 
hymn “Hatikvah,” enjoyed smoking and drinking, so he was 
upset when his doctor advised him to quit smoking and 
drinking. In fact, he put on his clothing and walked out of 
the examining room. The doctor called after him, “You 
forgot to pay me for my advice!” Mr. Imber turned around 
and replied, “But I am not taking your advice.”174 

 
171 Source: Carolyn Daffron, Edna St. Vincent Millay, p. 61. 
172 Source: Gwen Lee and Doris Elaine Sauter, eds., What If Our World 
Is Their Heaven? The Final Conversations of Philip K. Dick, p. 39. 
173 Source: Carol Dommermuth-Costa, Agatha Christie: Writer of 
Mystery, p. 40. 
174 Source: S. Felix Mendelsohn, Let Laughter Ring, pp. 180-181. 
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• While Robert Benchley, Dorothy Parker, and Robert E. 
Sherwood were working at Vanity Fair, a new policy went 
into effect, saying that no one was allowed to ask other 
employees what salary they were making. Immediately, Mr. 
Benchley, Ms. Parker, and Mr. Sherwood hung signs around 
their necks — their signs stated their salaries.175 

Mothers 

• Young people’s novelist William Sleator grew up in a 
family of nonconformists at a time when conformity was a 
part of American life. (Unfortunately, that description 
doesn’t much narrow down when he grew up.) His best 
friend’s mother was a typical 1950s TV sitcom wife with a 
very clean house (and plastic covering the furniture), 
perfectly made-up face and hair, and no job. Meanwhile, 
William and his friend used to go to William’s house and do 
such fun activities as standing on the back porch railing and 
peeing into the backyard. (It’s a guy thing.) William’s 
mother was definitely laid-back. After William made the 
mistake of asking his best friend to spend the night, his best 
friend’s mother came over to meet the rest of William’s 
family. She was not impressed by what she saw. Mrs. Sleator 
was potting plants in the kitchen table, meaning dirt was 
present. Vicky, William’s sister, came into the kitchen, 
dropped an apple accidentally on the floor, then bit into the 
apple without first washing it. The best friend’s mother was 
shocked, but Mrs. Sleator — who worked as a pediatrician 
— explained, “It’s good for them to eat dirt off the floor. Dirt 
builds up immunity. I never wash food, never sterilized a 
bottle in my life. And my kids are never sick.” This did not 
go over well with the best friend’s mother, who was also 
shocked when Danny, one of William’s younger siblings, 
came into the kitchen while sucking his thumb. The best 

 
175 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, pp. 140-141. 
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friend’s mother told Danny, “It’s not good to suck your 
thumb, dear.” Danny slowly took his thumb out of his 
mouth, but by then Mrs. Sleator was fed up and told her 
young son, “Danny, put your thumb back in your mouth.” 
Not surprisingly, the best friend’s mother decided not to 
allow her son to stay the night at the Sleators’ house.176 

• The mother of Anne McCaffrey, author of the Pern novels 
about telepathic dragons, had certain feelings that she ought 
to do one thing or another. For example, she once had the 
feeling that she ought to take the family’s money out of the 
stock market, so she did — right before the October stock 
market crash in 1929. Because of her special “sight,” her 
family escaped the brunt of the Great Depression. Anne’s 
father also had the “sight.” While serving in Italy during 
World War II, he felt that he should stop the car he was being 
transported in, so he did — then he discovered that the bridge 
that was supposed to have been just a few feet ahead was 
gone. If he had not stopped the car, he and his driver would 
have plunged into a ravine.177 

• In 1969, Judy Blume received a letter from a company that 
wanted to publish her picture-book The One in the Middle is 
the Green Kangaroo. Of course, she was extremely happy, 
so she ran into her young son’s playroom and danced around 
while tossing his playthings in the air. Ms. Blume’s young 
son’s playmate ran home and told her mother, “Larry’s 
mother is crazy.”178 

• When author Peg Bracken was growing up, she and her 
brother sometimes raided the cookie jar. Understandably, 

 
176 Source: William Sleator, Oddballs, pp. 15-26. 
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their mother did not want them to ruin their appetite before 
supper, so sometimes young Peg and her brother would find 
this note inside the cookie jar: “KEEP YOUR BIG MITTS 
OFF!”179 

Names 

• The first two editions of Edward Lear’s A Book of 
Nonsense, consisting of nonsense poems and drawings for 
children, were printed without Mr. Lear identifying himself 
as the author. By the time he put his name on the third 
edition, in fact, some people felt that the author of the book 
was someone else. One day, he was in a railroad carriage 
headed toward London. Two boys were reading and 
laughing at a copy of A Book of Nonsense. One old 
gentleman who was present noticed what they were reading 
and told the two ladies accompanying the boys that the name 
“Edward Lear” was a pseudonym used to hide the real author 
of the book: Lord Derby. The old gentleman pointed out, 
“Edward is the Christian name of Lord Derby, and Lear is 
only Earl transposed.” (In fact, the book was dedicated to 
the descendants of the 13th Earl of Derby.) Hearing the old 
gentleman and the two ladies discussing the authorship of 
the book, Mr. Lear said to them, “I have reason to know that 
Edward Lear, the painter and author, both wrote and 
illustrated the whole book.” The old gentleman, sure of 
himself, replied, “And I have good reason, Sir, that you are 
wholly mistaken. There is no such person as Edward Lear.” 
Mr. Lear responded, “But there is, and I am he.” In a 
dramatic finish, Mr. Lear produced his printed calling cards, 
his monogrammed handkerchiefs, his name and address 
inside his hat label, and other evidence of his existence. The 

 
179 Source: Peg Bracken, The I Hate to Housekeep Book, p. 79.  
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old gentleman was forced to admit that he had been 
mistaken.180 

• The title character in Bram Stoker’s Dracula was based in 
part on Vlad Tepes, aka Vlad the Impaler, who lived in 15th-
century Transylvania. He murdered hundreds of people at a 
time by impaling them on stakes, then letting them die 
slowly. One day, one of his soldiers complained about the 
stink of rotting flesh after one such murderous campaign, so 
Vlad had him impaled — on a higher stake than the other 
victims so he would have fresh air to breathe until he died. 
On one occasion, some Turkish ambassadors wearing 
turbans visited him. When they declined to take off their 
turbans, explaining that in their country the custom was to 
wear them at all times, Vlad ordered that the turbans be 
nailed to their heads. Vlad’s own people referred to him as 
“Dracula,” a word that means “son of the Devil.” He died in 
battle, the victors decapitated him, and fittingly, they 
impaled his head on a stake.181 

• While writing her children’s book The 18th Emergency, 
Betsy Byars wanted a good, original name for the bully — 
she felt that she had used the name “Bubba” too often for the 
bullies in her books, although she had known a real bully 
named Bubba when she was a child. She thought hard and 
came up with the name “Marv Hammerman,” which she 
liked because of its hardness. Because she thought the name 
was original — after all, she had just thought it up — she 
wrote in the book, “There had been only one Hammerman, 
just as there had been only one Hitler.” One day, she received 
a telephone call, and the caller told her that he was Marv 
Hammerman. At first, she thought that the caller was joking, 

 
180 Source: Gloria Kamen, Edward Lear: King of Nonsense, pp. 40-44. 
181 Source: Don L. Wulffson, Great Stories Behind Famous Books, pp. 
28-29. 



   
 

69 

but he was really named that. What’s more, he was a teacher 
who had read her book to his class, and his young students 
were delighted to hear that there were two terrible Marv 
Hammermans.182 

• The protagonist of Paula Danziger’s book The Pistachio 
Prescription is named Cassie, whose problems include an 
addiction to pistachio nuts. Years after writing the book, Ms. 
Danziger met a woman who wanted her to autograph a copy 
of the book for the woman’s daughter, who was named 
Cassie. At first, Ms. Danziger thought the name was a 
coincidence, but the woman told her that she had named her 
daughter after the book’s protagonist. Ms. Danziger says, “It 
means a lot to me, especially since the book was so hard to 
write, that so many people love and identify with it.”183 

• In 1926, T.L. Travers, the creator of Mary Poppins, visited 
one of her writing heroes, the poet William Butler Yeats, in 
Dublin. But before visiting him, she first visited the lake 
called Lough Gill, where a boatman took her to what Yeats 
called in a poem “The Lake Isle of Innisfree.” Unfortunately, 
the boatman was not a romantic, and he called the isle what 
other, not-poetic people called it: Rat Island.184 

• Author Beth Lisick used to write an entertainment column 
for an alternative newspaper’s website, where she quickly 
learned not to use a pseudonym. At first, she wanted to use 

 
182 Source: Betsy Byars, The Moon and I, p. 18. 
183 Source: Jennifer Bond Reed, Paula Danziger: Voice of Teen 
Troubles, pp. 37, 40. 
184 Source: Edward Rothstein, “Stop That Foolish Singing This Minute! 
Mary Poppins Would Be Appalled.” The New York Times. 20 Nov 
2006 
<http://www.nytimes.com/2006/11/20/arts/20conn.html?ex=13216788
00&en=045b55374a41a8cb&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss>. 
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the pseudonym “Mae Hemm,” but when she failed to show 
ID bearing that name to the guy carrying the list of names of 
everybody who got a free pass, she ended up paying the 
cover charge.185 

• Shortly after becoming an author, Walter Milton Myers 
changed his name to Walter Dean Myers to honor the family 
who had adopted him when things got tough for his 
biological family. His timing was excellent. Florence Dean, 
his foster mother, died, but not before seeing the name 
“Walter Dean Myers” listed as author on a book.186 

New Year’s Eve 

• As you would expect, parties at which the staff of MAD 
magazine was invited were filled with laughter. MAD writer 
Dick DeBartolo often invited the usual gang of idiots over 
for a New Year’s Eve Party and asked them to perform. 
MAD publisher William M. Gaines — a heavy man who 
enjoyed eating — did magic tricks, and was introduced in 
this way: “Ladies and gentlemen, one of the most famous 
names in magic — recently he astounded a crowd at an 
Italian restaurant, where he made three plates of spaghetti 
and two pizzas disappear — please welcome William M. 
Gaines!” In addition, MAD co-editor Nick Meglin performed 
his version of the song “Try to Remember” — the only thing 
he could remember (at least in the act) was the title of the 
song.187 

People with Handicaps 

 
185 Source: Beth Lisick, Everybody into the Pool, p. 91. 
186 Source: Denise M. Jordan, Walter Dean Myers: Writer for Real 
Teens, p. 61. 
187 Source: Dick DeBartolo, Good Days and MAD, pp. 225-226. 
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• Before becoming a renowned author of children’s books, 
Sid Fleischman traveled with a magic show run by Arthur 
Bull, who used to make prosthetic legs. Mr. Bull had a friend 
named Charlie Hastings, who had an artificial leg below a 
knee. People couldn’t tell that Mr. Hastings had an artificial 
leg because he hardly limped. One day, Mr. Hastings was 
short of money, so he went into a bar and told people that he 
could drive an ice pick through his leg because he was a 
freak of nature who couldn’t feel pain. Lots of people bet 
that he couldn’t do that, and Mr. Hastings made quite a lot 
of money — and made a few men faint — by doing exactly 
that. Unfortunately, Mr. Hastings tried doing the trick a 
second time, and this time he split open his very expensive 
artificial leg and had to buy a new one.188 

• Jean Little, a young people’s author, learned the power of 
words early in her life. She had been born with poor vision, 
and the other schoolchildren teased her by waiting until no 
teachers were within hearing distance, then shouting at her, 
“Cross-eyed! Cross-eyed!” One day she asked her mother, a 
physician, for the medical terms used to describe her eye 
condition, and the next time a boy started calling her cross-
eyed, she turned and told him, loudly and clearly, “I am not 
cross-eyed. I have corneal opacities and eccentric pupils.” 
The boy’s mouth dropped open, she turned her back on him, 
and she walked away.189 

• Despite being paralyzed as a result of a stroke, Jean-
Dominique Bauby, a French journalist, wrote a 130-page 
book in his head. Using left-eye blinks, he dictated the book 
to copywriter Claude Mendibil. Mr. Bauby blinked once for 
yes, twice for no, as Ms. Mendibil recited (or pointed on a 

 
188 Source: Sid Fleischman, The Abracadabra Kid, p. 75. 
189 Source: Jean Little, Little by Little: A Writer’s Education, pp. 112-
113. 



   
 

72 

screen to) the letters of the French language in the order of 
the frequency of their use. At first, Mr. Bauby communicated 
one-half page a day, but later, as the two got used to their 
communication system, he communicated as much as three 
pages a day. Mr. Bauby died just days after the book, which 
was titled The Diving Bell and the Butterfly: A Memoir of 
Life in Death, was published.190 

Playwrights 

• A touring company in New Zealand once ran into a 
problem with their train schedule. In order to reach their train 
on time to get to their next performance, they needed to cut 
the epilogue to George Bernard Shaw’s Saint Joan. Because 
Mr. Shaw was strict about such things, they wired him for 
permission to cut his play. Mr. Shaw wired back, 
“PERMISSION GRANTED TO CUT EPILOGUE 
PROVIDED YOU PERFORM IT ON THE TRAIN.”191 

• In London, an English actor felt that he was making a 
notable success in one of the roles in Peter Pan, so he went 
to the playwright, James M. Barrie, to ask that he be featured 
in the handbills advertising the play. The actor wanted the 
handbills to separate his name from the names of the “lesser” 
actors with the word “AND.” Mr. Barrie asked, “AND? Why 
not BUT?”192 

• Producing a festival of Shakespeare plays causes an 
incredible amount of work. During the stress-filled 

 
190 Source: Thomas Mallon, “In the Blink of an Eye.” The New York 
Times. 15 June 1997 
<http://www.nytimes.com/books/97/06/15/reviews/970615.mallon.html
>. 
191 Source: Kenneth Williams, Acid Drops, p. 138. 
192 Source: Alexander Woollcott, Shouts and Murmurs, pp. 191-192. 
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preparations for the annual Shakespeare Festival at 
Stratford-on-Avon, actress Constance Benson once saw an 
Irish property man punching a bust of William Shakespeare 
while muttering, “I’ll learn ye to write plays!”193 

Poetry 

• America’s first African-American poet was Phillis 
Wheatley, whose Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and 
Moral was published in 1773. Born in Africa, most likely in 
Senegambia, she was taken by slave traders to Boston, 
Massachusetts, when she was only eight years old. The slave 
ship that took her to America was named the Phillis, and she 
got her first name from the name of the ship. Her last name 
came from the last name of her owners, John and Susanna 
Wheatley. Although she was a slave for much of her early 
life, things got better for Phillis Wheatley. After growing up 
and gaining an education, she had the opportunity to dine 
with the family of Timothy Fitch, the slave merchant whose 
ship had brought her to America. The daughters of the Fitch 
family worried about sitting down and talking to a black 
person, but when they met Ms. Wheatley, she charmed them. 
In addition, after the publication of Ms. Wheatley’s book, 
her owners freed her.194 

• While children’s mystery writer Joan Lowery Nixon was 
attending Hollywood High, Pearl Harbor was bombed. Lots 
of soldiers were in Los Angeles, and city authorities begged 
families to entertain the servicemen. Ms. Nixon’s parents 
responded by often inviting servicemen who visited their 
church to also visit their home. Soon, Ms. Nixon began to 
write letters to many of the servicemen who visited her 

 
193 Source: Constance Benson, Mainly Players, p. 199. 
194 Source: Cynthia Salisbury, Phillis Wheatley: Legendary African-
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family. Other girls at her school were doing the same thing. 
Once in a while, Ms. Nixon would write a poem — 
something light and romantic that would let a serviceman 
know that he was being missed. She would let her friends 
copy the poem to put in their letters, and the friends of her 
friends would copy the poem to put in their letters, and 
suddenly Ms. Nixon found that she was writing for a large 
audience.195 

• F. Scott Fitzgerald had the soul of a poet. While writer 
Corey Ford was living in Hollywood, he stayed in an 
apartment that had a view he disliked and avoided. The view 
was of a hillside that was being bulldozed for building sites. 
The hillside had been bulldozed into terraces, on which were 
trailing vines. One night, Mr. Fitzgerald visited Mr. Ford. 
Mr. Fitzgerald wandered to the balcony, gazed at the moonlit 
scene, and said, “The hanging gardens of Babylon.” After 
that, Mr. Ford frequently enjoyed the view from his 
terrace.196 

• While attending Montclair State Teacher’s College in 
Montclair, New York, Paula Danziger met poet John Ciardi, 
who greatly influenced her development as a writer of books 
for young children and teenagers. He once had her analyze a 
poem by using the color red to underline the funny lines and 
the color blue to underline the serious lines. When she had 
finished analyzing the poem, the lines were underlined with 
red mixed with blue: purple. Ms. Danziger’s own books are 
a mixture of funny and serious. She says, “That’s what I 
always write toward — that mixture.”197 

 
195 Source: Joan Lowery Nixon, The Making of a Writer, pp. 64-68. 
196 Source: Corey Ford, The Time of Laughter, pp. 164-165. 
197 Source: Jennifer Bond Reed, Paula Danziger: Voice of Teen 
Troubles, pp. 23-24. 
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• Surrealists sometimes played a game called “Exquisite 
Corpse.” In this game, a person will write a line of poetry on 
a sheet of paper, bend the paper so that the line cannot be 
read, then give the paper to another person who does the 
same thing. The two poets keep writing different lines, until 
they decide the poem is complete and unfold the paper to 
read the poem. The game’s name comes from the very first 
poem created by the game: “the exquisite / corpse / shall 
drink / the new / wine.”198 

• In 1992, Bill Clinton chose African-American author Maya 
Angelou to write and deliver a poem at his Inaugural Day 
ceremony. To prepare herself to write the poem, she read 
such works as the sermons of African-American preachers, 
the poems of Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, and the writings 
of Frederick Douglass and W.E.B. DuBois. Her being 
chosen to write the poem was big news, and when she 
traveled on airplanes, fellow passengers sometimes asked 
her, “Finish your poem yet?”199 

• When she was a 16-year-old teenager growing up in New 
Jersey, rocker Patti Smith craved poetry. A bus depot she 
knew about had a collection of used books — mostly pulp 
fiction. However, among the dross was a volume of poems 
by Rimbaud titled Illuminations. Lacking money, she stole 
the book — then replaced that volume with a book she 

 
198 Source: Marc Aronson, Art Attack: A Short Cultural History of the 
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owned but didn’t want. Ms. Smith says about the Rimbaud 
book, “I was never sorry that I nicked it.”200 

• Zen master Sengai was invited to a wealthy man’s 
housewarming. After enjoying a fine meal, Sengai was asked 
to compose a poem in honor of the housewarming. He 
quickly wrote the first half of his poem, “The house is 
surrounded / By the gods of poverty.” Looking over Sengai’s 
shoulder, the host became angry, but his mind was set at ease 
when Sengai finished his poem: “How can the deities of 
good luck / Ever leave it?”201 

• World-class African-American poet Countee Cullen 
wanted to be judged as a poet, not as an African-American 
poet. He stated that clearly to Brooklyn Daily Eagle reporter 
Margaret Sperry: “If I am going to be a poet at all, I am going 
to be a poet and not a Negro poet.” Ironically, the headline 
for this interview stated, “Countee P. Cullen, Negro Boy 
Poet, Tells His Story.”202 

• When he was a student, poet David McCord, author of One 
at a Time, had a teacher who told him, “Never let a day go 
by without looking on three beautiful things.” He has always 
tried to follow that advice, which he acknowledges is not 

 
200 Source: Laura Barton, “I had a lot of guts back then.” The Guardian. 
19 January 2007 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1993932,00.html>. 
201 Source: Lucien Stryk and Takashi Ikemoto, selectors and translators, 
Zen: Poems, Prayers, Sermons, Anecdotes, Interviews, p. 109. 
202 Source: Wendy Hart Beckman, Artists and Writers of the Harlem 
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difficult. Mr. McCord says, “The sky in all weathers is, for 
me, the first of these three things.”203 

• After hearing a song by the lesbian poet Sappho, Solon was 
so impressed that he immediately requested that the singer 
teach him the song. Asked why he wanted to learn it so 
much, Solon replied, “So that having learned it, I may die.”204 

  

 
203 Source: Bernice E. Cullinan and Lee Galda, Literature and the 
Child, p. 126. 
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78 

Chapter 5: From Practical Jokes to Work 

Practical Jokes 

• In My Life and Hard Times, James Thurber tells about a 
practical joke that Roy, one of his brothers, played on their 
father in Columbus, Ohio, during the early days of the 
automobile. Roy gathered a lot of kitchen stuff — pot lids, 
can openers, pie plates, etc. — and put it in a canvas bag that 
he placed under the car and that he rigged so that the bag 
would open when he pulled a string. Then, when he was 
driving with his father in the car, he pulled the string, and the 
kitchenware made a wonderful racket as it fell onto the 
street. His father shouted, “Stop the car!” but Roy replied, “I 
can’t. The engine fell out.” (According to a Wikipedia article 
on Mr. Thurber, his mother was also a practical joker. She 
once pretended to be crippled, attended a religious revival 
event hosted by a faith healer, and jumped up, shouting that 
she was cured and could walk again.)205 

• Horace Greeley, the editor of the New York Tribune, is 
famous for his advice: “Go west, young man.” However, the 
advice resulted from a trick. Mr. Greeley visited Denver, and 
the people living there discovered that he was proud, so they 
decided to trick him. Therefore, they “salted” a claim; that 
is, they went to a worthless claim and sprinkled a few flakes 
of gold where they were sure Mr. Greeley would find them. 
The salting worked. Mr. Greeley panned for gold, found the 
flakes of gold in his pan, and told the miners, “Gentlemen, I 
have examined your property with my own eyes and worked 
some of it with my own hands and I have no hesitation in 
saying that your discovery is what it is represented to be — 
the richest and greatest in America.” Mr. Greeley then 

 
205 Source: James Thurber, My Life and Hard Times, pp. 23-24. Also: 
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returned to New York and gave his famous advice to the 
young men of the United States.206 

• In the days when steamboats ruled the Mississippi River, 
steamboat clerks often played a practical joke on people who 
asked for a copy of a newspaper from New Orleans or some 
other city the steamboat had recently visited. Often, in the 
summer several small boats would wait while a lone boat 
made the hot journey across the river to the steamboat to ask 
for a newspaper. To this boat, the steamboat clerk would 
give some copies of the newspaper it had asked for. As soon 
as the other boats saw that the first boat’s request had been 
successful, they would also make the hot journey across the 
river and ask for a newspaper. To these boats, the steamboat 
clerks gave religious tracts.207 

• Science fiction writer Philip K. Dick enjoyed playing jokes 
on acquaintances who pretended to be connoisseurs when 
they were really not. For example, an acquaintance claimed 
to be a wine connoisseur, so Mr. Dick served him $3.95 
Armagnac — which is not a cognac — and told him that it 
was Rémy-Martin cognac. The acquaintance could not tell 
the difference. On another occasion, an acquaintance told 
Mr. Dick that Mahler was his favorite composer, so Mr. Dick 
put a Mahler symphony on the turntable, then followed it 
with a Sibelius symphony. The acquaintance listened to 
Sibelius, then told Mr. Dick that what was playing was one 
of his favorite works by Mahler.208 

 
206 Source: Jeff Savage, Gold Miners of the Old West, pp. 26-28. 
207 Source: Mark Twain, Life on the Mississippi, Oxford Mark Twain, 
pp. 132-133. 
208 Source: Gwen Lee and Doris Elaine Sauter, eds., What If Our World 
Is Their Heaven? The Final Conversations of Philip K. Dick, pp. 162-
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• Humorist Frank Sullivan once saw novelist Kathleen 
Norris on a crowded street, so as a joke he walked up behind 
her and asked her for money to buy a cup of coffee. 
However, Ms. Norris turned the joke on him. She turned to 
him and shouted, “Not another penny for you, Frank 
Sullivan. No, not another cent will you ever get out of me. 
Gambling and drinking it all away while your poor family 
suffers. Have you no shame?” Ms. Norris kept up the torrent 
of abuse until Mr. Sullivan was forced to flee because the 
crowd of bystanders was getting angry at him.209 

• When writer Dick DeBartolo began writing for MAD 
magazine, he quickly discovered that the employees engaged 
in a lot of good-natured ribbing. For example, he once 
brought a comic article to his boss, Nick Meglin, who 
laughed and laughed while reading the article. However, 
when Mr. DeBartolo asked which jokes he had laughed at 
most, Mr. Meglin replied, “None of the jokes. I was laughing 
at the typos. God, are you an awful speller!” (Don’t feel bad 
for Mr. DeBartolo — for a span of several years, every issue 
of MAD included at least one article by him.)210 

• As a child, Mark Twain used to play a practical joke on his 
mother. He would go to a cave (McDowell’s Cave, which 
served as the model for McDougal’s Cave in The Adventures 
of Tom Sawyer), capture a bat, put it in his pocket, take it 
home, and then tell his mother that he had something for her 
in his pocket. In his Autobiography, Mr. Twain marveled 
that his mother never learned to like bats: “The more 
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experience she had, the more she could not change her 
views.”211 

• When artist Neysa McMein went to Paris, she asked writers 
Alexander Woollcott and Heywood Broun for the name of a 
good, cheap hotel she could stay in. Unfortunately, after she 
had arrived at the “hotel” and checked in, her friends Grace 
Moore and Cole Porter visited and revealed to her that she 
was staying in a brothel.212 

• While attending Cornell University, Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., 
was required to take ROTC. At an ROTC inspection, Mr. 
Vonnegut once wore on his military uniform every medal he 
could borrow — he wore Boy Scout medals, medals for 
swimming, and even medals for Sunday School 
attendance.213 

Prejudice 

• David Klass, children’s book author of California Blue and 
You Don’t Know Me, had a college professor father who 
embarrassed him when he was a child by volunteering to be 
his assistant baseball coach in a summer league. Some of the 
other fathers were racists and homophobes, including one 
father who played a discriminatory “game” while driving the 
children to an away baseball game. The “game” consisted of 
the father pretending his hand was a gun and cocking his 
finger then aiming at non-white people and saying “bang.” 
At least, the father was non-discriminatory in his hatred. 
Black, Hispanic, Asian didn’t matter to him — if someone 
was non-white, he aimed his “gun” at them and said “bang.” 
One day, when David’s professor father had his turn driving 
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some children to an away game, one of the children saw two 
men walking together along the side of the road. The child 
rolled down the window and yelled, “Homos!” David’s 
professor father stopped the car by the side of the road, then 
he told the child, “Just for your information, homo- is a 
Greek root. It means ‘equal’ or ‘like.’ As in homogeneous. It 
also means ‘man,’ from the Latin. As in Homo sapiens. So 
if you were trying to say those two guys are alike, or that 
they’re both men, you were right. Otherwise you don’t know 
what you’re talking about.” Then he drove on. Today, Mr. 
Klass realizes how lucky he was to have a father like that.214 

• Emma Lazarus, a Jewish-American poet whose poem “The 
New Colossus” graces the base of the Statue of Liberty, was 
a defender of her people. When the Century magazine 
published an article by an important Russian scholar, 
Zinaida Alexievna Ragozin, Ms. Lazarus knew that the 
article had to be refuted because it stated that the Jewish 
people had brought the then-current, late 19th-century 
pogroms in Russia upon themselves through being 
“worshippers of the Golden Calf,” caring only about money, 
and plotting to destroy Russia. Ms. Lazarus asked the editor 
of the Century, Richard Watson Gilder, who would respond 
to and rebut the article, and Mr. Gilder responded, “You, of 
course.” Ms. Lazarus did exactly that.215 

• At Central High School in Cleveland, Ohio, African-
American writer Langston Hughes succeeded in a big way, 
writing for and publishing the school newspaper, working as 
class poet and yearbook editor, and acting in plays. While at 
Columbia University in New York City, Mr. Hughes hoped 
to be just as successful. Unfortunately, prejudice got in his 

 
214 Source: Jon Scieszka, editor, Guys Write for Guys Read, pp. 135-
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way. When he tried to write for Columbia University’s 
newspaper, the editor played a cruel joke on him by telling 
him to cover fraternity and society news. Because of Mr. 
Hughes’ race, he was unable to attend fraternity and society 
events and so he could not write about them.216 

• When Yoshiko Uchida, author of Journey to Topaz, was a 
little girl growing up in California, she faced a lot of 
prejudice. As a member of the Girl Reserves, she was 
supposed to be photographed for the local newspaper along 
with the other Girl Reserves, who were Caucasian. The 
newspaper photographer tried to take the photograph 
without young Yoshiko, but one of her friends saw what the 
photographer was attempting to do, so she told Yoshiko, 
“Stand by me,” locked arms with her, and made it impossible 
for Yoshiko to be left out of the photograph.217 

• Paul Laurence Dunbar, the first African American to make 
his living as a writer, experienced prejudice. A wealthy 
white woman arranged for him to come to Buffalo, New 
York, and do a reading. She reserved an expensive suite in 
an excellent hotel for him, but the hotel management was 
shocked when Mr. Dunbar arrived. The clerk would not let 
him register at the hotel, and management threatened to call 
the police unless he left. Not until the wealthy white woman 
showed up in person was Mr. Dunbar allowed to stay at the 
hotel.218 

• Aaron Fricke (author of Reflections of a Rock Lobster: A 
Story About Growing Up Gay) and Paul Guilbert used to 
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help handle telephone calls to a Gay Helpline. Most of the 
calls were serious, but cranks made some of them. Whenever 
a caller started gaybashing, Mr. Fricke or Mr. Guilbert would 
tell the caller to make a highly original use of the telephone 
receiver.219 

Problem-Solving 

• An efficiency expert started working at a movie studio, but 
the screenwriters rebelled at such changes as pencil 
sharpeners being taken from their offices and replaced by a 
couple of pencil sharpeners in the hall. In addition, the 
efficiency expert stopped the deliveries of coffee to the 
writers’ rooms. One writer, Harry Ruskin, started using 
pencils at the phenomenal rate of three dozen an hour. The 
efficiency expert investigated and discovered that Mr. 
Ruskin was writing a few words with each pencil, then 
tossing them out of the window because “it wouldn’t be 
economical for a man making 50 cents a minute to walk 
down the corridor and sharpen them.” The efficient expert 
next discovered a group of writers gathered in the hall, where 
they had cut a hole in the rug, started a fire, and were making 
coffee because they claimed it was more efficient for them 
to make their own coffee than to walk to the commissary to 
buy it. The writers won — the efficiency expert was fired.220 

• Phillis Wheatley became America’s first African-
American poet with the publication in 1773 of Poems on 
Various Subjects, Religious and Moral. Phillis was a slave, 
but her owner, Susanna Wheatley, recognized her talent as a 
poet and worked to have Phillis’ book published. She even 
contacted British printer Archibald Bell about publishing 

 
219 Source: Aaron Fricke, Reflections of a Rock Lobster: A Story About 
Growing Up Gay, p. 48. 
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Phillis’ book of poetry, and he said he would if Susanna 
could prove that Phillis was indeed the author of the poems. 
To prove that Phillis was the author, Susanna invited 18 
respectable citizens living in Boston, including John 
Hancock, one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, to quiz Phillis and ask her questions that 
would indicate whether she had the intelligence and talent to 
be the author of the poetry. They did, and all 18 of the judges 
signed a statement that Phillis was indeed the author of the 
poems.221 

• Although they were born in the United States and were 
American citizens, during World War II Yoshiko Uchida 
and Keiko (“Kay”) Uchida, her sister, were interned at the 
American concentration camp at Topaz, Utah, because of 
their Japanese ancestry. Before being moved to Topaz, they 
were first forced to live in a horse stall that had been painted 
so hurriedly by the United States soldiers that young 
Yoshiko could see the corpses of spiders and other bugs 
under the whitewash. Kay became ill and was forced to stay 
in bed and use a large tin can when she needed to go to the 
bathroom. She worried that everyone would hear what she 
was doing — the horse stall “apartments” were not 
conducive to privacy. Therefore, while Kay used the can, 
Yoshiko rustled newspapers and made a lot of noise to cover 
up the bathroom noises that her sister was making.222 

• On The Dick Van Dyke Show, Mel Cooley, played by 
Richard Deacon, was always being insulted by Buddy 
Sorrell, played by Morey Amsterdam. This got to Mr. 
Deacon after a while, so he talked to series creator Carl 
Reiner and asked him to write a response for his character to 
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give to Buddy. Mr. Reiner tried a few ideas, but none seemed 
to work, so he asked Mr. Deacon what his reaction was to 
Buddy. Mr. Deacon answered “Yecch!” and that became his 
character’s response to Buddy.223 

• Elie Wiesel, author of Night, became an American citizen 
partly as a result of an accident. While crossing Times 
Square, he was hit by a taxi and forced to use a wheelchair 
for a year. His French visa was about to expire, and to renew 
it he needed to go to France, something that was difficult for 
him to do because of his injury. An American immigration 
official suggested that he solve the program by becoming an 
American citizen, and Mr. Wiesel did exactly that.224 

• When Jack Gantos, author of the Newbery Honor book 
Joey Pigza Loses Control, was doing time in prison for 
smuggling and selling drugs, he faced a problem. Prison 
guards would not allow prisoners to keep journals. To solve 
that problem, Mr. Gantos used a copy of Dostoyevsky’s The 
Brothers Karamazov as his journal. He wrote in between the 
printed lines of the book.225 

Procrastination 

• Richard P. Feynman, a Noble Prize winner in 1965, almost 
did not write the paper that won him the prize. Mr. Feynman 
preferred to talk rather than write, and his non-
autobiographical books tend to be transcriptions of his 
lectures or notes for his lectures. While he was working on 
describing quantum processes, he invented what are known 
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as “Feynman Diagrams.” The diagrams became popular 
quickly, but Mr. Feynman waited a year to write a technical 
paper describing his diagrams. However, he did finally write 
“Space-Time Approach to Quantum Electrodynamics” 
because he stayed at the home of his friends Bert and 
Mulaika Corben. Mulaika was both liberated and forceful, 
and she locked him in a room until he had finished writing 
the paper.226 

• Will Hobbs, author of such children’s books as Bearstone, 
has a unique way of getting himself to write when he is 
procrastinating too much. He winds up a toy pterodactyl and 
forces himself to begin writing before the pterodactyl stops 
walking.227 

Public Speaking 

• On a voyage, Mark Twain and Chauncey Depew were 
asked to speak after dinner. Mr. Twain spoke for 20 minutes 
and was a huge hit with the audience. Mr. Depew then arose 
and said, “Mr. Toastmaster and Ladies and Gentlemen, 
before this dinner Mark Twain and I made an agreement to 
trade speeches. He has just delivered my speech, and I thank 
you for the pleasant manner in which you received it. I regret 
to say that I have lost the notes of his speech and cannot 
remember anything he has to say.” Mr. Depew then sat down 
to much laughter. The next day a passenger on the ship said 
to Mr. Twain, “I consider you were much imposed upon last 
night. I have always heard that Mr. Depew is a clever man, 

 
226 Source: Freeman J. Dyson, “Wise Man.” The New York Review of 
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but really, that speech of his you made last night struck me 
as being the most infernal rot.”228 

• After becoming famous, Erma Bombeck was often asked 
to do more public speaking across the country than any one 
person could do. Being a humorist, she found a comic way 
to politely say no to many requests: “I can’t be gone more 
than two days because that’s all the underwear we have.”229 

Reporters 

• When a new reporter began to work in Washington, D.C., 
seasoned editors used to tell the reporter that a press 
conference was being held to announce the name of the 
Unknown Soldier. Of course, no such press conference was 
ever held, but some of the best and most dogged reporters 
Washington would ever know spent hours trying to track 
down the name of the Unknown Soldier before they 
understood that they were the victims of a practical joke.230 

• Newspaper editor Horace Greeley believed that the word 
“news” was plural. One day he telegraphed a reporter, “ARE 
THERE ANY NEWS?” The reporter telegraphed back, 
“NO, NOT A SINGLE NEW.”231 

Television 

• The Mary Tyler Moore Show was ground-breaking in its 
day, but very quickly the much more controversial series All 
in the Family arrived, and writers for All in the Family felt 
that The Mary Tyler Moore Show dealt with fluff. Bob 
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Weiskopf, a writer for All in the Family, once told his writing 
partner, “The Mary Tyler Moore Show got wind of the fact 
that we’re doing a two-parter on abortion. They’re 
retaliating: they’re doing a three-parter on mayonnaise.”232 

• The scripts for The Dick Van Dyke Show were very good 
— the writers wanted to do their best work for the series. In 
the five years of the series, only one script was ever rejected. 
Ten people were at the reading of the script, and after the 
script had been read, 10 scripts were flung into the air. Series 
creator Carl Reiner then picked up a script gingerly by a 
corner and dropped it in a wastebasket.233 

Travel 

• When Helene Hanff went to London, she visited several 
authors’ homes, including those of Charles Dickens and of 
John Keats. Valerie Grove then showed her the house 
belonging to John le Carré, author of Tinker Tailor Soldier 
Spy. While they were looking at the outside of the house, Mr. 
Carré himself came out. Ms. Grove said, “That’s him!” Ms. 
Hanff was properly impressed and replied, “That was 
something. They showed me Keats’ house, but they never 
showed me Keats.”234 

• In The Innocents Abroad, Mark Twain wrote about visiting 
the Mosque of Omar and other interesting sites in the Holy 
Land. He writes, “Just outside the mosque is a miniature 
temple, which marks the spot where David and Goliath used 
to sit and judge the people.” In a footnote, Mr. Twain 
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explains, “A pilgrim informs me that it was not David and 
Goliath, but David and Saul. I stick to my own statement — 
the guide told me, and he ought to know.”235 

• Authors are — of course — very proud of publishing their 
first book. When physician Joseph K. Shija published his 
first book, which was about pediatric surgery, he flew home 
to Tanzania. When the customs official asked him if he had 
anything to declare, Dr. Shija raised his book in the air for 
everyone to see and declared that he had published his first 
book!236 

War 

• When children’s mystery writer Joan Lowery Nixon was a 
teenager, World War II was raging, and one night while she 
was asleep the Coast Guard fired at what they thought was a 
Japanese submarine. The next day, her grandmother told her, 
“I stood here at our bedroom window and watched the 
bullets trace red lines across the sky. I was terrified. I didn’t 
know if we were being attacked or we were defending 
ourselves.” Ms. Nixon was disappointed at not being woken 
up because she had missed an exciting part of history, but 
her grandmother explained, “It was a school night. I 
wouldn’t wake you on a school night. You’re young. You 
need your sleep.”237 

• When Stan Berenstain (co-creator of the Berenstain Bears 
books with his wife, Jan) was a child, he knew that his left 
eye was much weaker than his right eye; however, he also 

 
235 Source: Mark Twain’s Innocents Abroad, Oxford Mark Twain, pp. 
566-567. 
236 Source: Joseph K. Shija, They Made My Day: Reflections of a 
Children’s Surgeon, p. 35. 
237 Source: Joan Lowery Nixon, The Making of a Writer, p. 70. 



   
 

91 

knew that he was right-handed, so it made sense to him that 
he must also be right-eyed, and so he never told his parents 
about his weak left eye. By the time his weak eye was 
discovered in an eye examination, it was too late to correct 
the weakness in that eye. As an adult soldier in World War 
II, for a while he served with other soldiers who were blind 
or nearly blind in one eye. These soldiers were known 
informally as the “one-eyed battalion.”238 

• The creators and writers of M*A*S*H interviewed many, 
many Army physicians in order to get material for their 
show, and of course they learned much that they would not 
have thought up on their own. For example, sometimes in 
Korea it would be so cold that when a physician made an 
incision for an operation and steam would rise up from the 
opening of the patient’s body the physician would warm his 
hands in the steam. This fact was used in an episode in which 
a journalist interviewed the physicians and other people of 
M*A*S*H.239 

• The Hon. Hugh Fraser, the husband of Lady Antonia 
Fraser, author of The Weaker Vessel, was a soldier who 
parachuted into occupied Belgium. She once complimented 
him on his courage for doing that, but he replied that it would 
have taken much more courage for him to tell his sergeant 
that he wasn’t going to jump.240 

Work 
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• When he was a young man, Daniel Keyes, author of 
“Flowers for Algernon,” worked as a waiter for a 
luncheonette and ice cream parlor, which was owned by an 
eccentric man named Mr. Sohn. This eccentric man would 
do such things as take sugar dispensers, salt shakers, and 
ketchup bottles off the tables and hide them behind the 
counter — this was an over-reaction to an unfortunate day 
during which a practical joker had put salt in the sugar 
dispensers and sugar in the salt shakers. Mr. Sohn also was 
convinced that someone was stealing his flatware, so he 
would take the flatware and also hide it. Of course, 
customers expect such amenities as salt, sugar, ketchup, 
forks, spoons, and knives, so the waiters had a real problem. 
However, they figured out what they had to do to provide 
good service. They used to hide flatware in their pockets and 
wherever else they could put it, and they figured out ways to 
distract Mr. Sohn so that their confederates could liberate the 
sugar dispensers, salt shakers, and ketchup bottles.241 

• Isaac Asimov died at age 72 on April 6, 1992, after having 
published 477 books. Actually, since he had completed 
several books that had not been published at the time of his 
death, and since some collections of his short stories and 
essays have been published since he died, the number of 
books he has written or edited and published is now over 
500. How could he write that many books? Well, for one 
thing, he wrote seven hours a day, seven days a week, not 
taking time off for holidays or weekends. He once said, “All 
I do is write. I do practically nothing else, except eat, sleep, 
and talk to my wife.” Don’t feel bad for him — he was doing 
what he loved: “I am so ill-rounded that the 10 things I love 
to do are write, write, write, write, write, write, write, write, 
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write, and write. Oh, I do other things. I even like to do other 
things. But when asked for the 10 things I love, that’s it.”242 

• Comedian Phyllis Diller was much influenced by the book 
The Magic of Believing by Claude M. Bristol. It gave her so 
much confidence that when she was fired at the San 
Francisco Purple Onion by Keith Rockwell as a result of 
some intrigue by other people, she didn’t grow angry at him; 
instead, she told him, “That’s OK. I don’t really need this 
job to make my way in the world of comedy. You gave me 
my start, and that’s enough. Don’t worry about me; I’ll be 
fine.” Mr. Rockwell was used to being screamed at by the 
people he fired, and Ms. Diller’s gracious response to being 
fired impressed him so much that a few days later he re-hired 
her.243 

• Eve Arden was married to actor Brooks West, with whom 
she starred in many theatrical productions. After World War 
II, Brooks was having a tough time getting his career as an 
actor established again, so his friend the novelist John 
Steinbeck came to the rescue. He told Brooks, “I have 
noticed that when actors sign a contract, they always seem 
to be offered another job right away. So I have drawn up a 
contract between us that I want you to sign.” Mr. Steinbeck 
then had Mr. West sign a joke contract. It worked — soon 
after, Brooks was offered a real contract.244 

• Author Jane Yolen started her writing career as a journalist 
(the play about talking vegetables that she wrote in the first 
grade doesn’t count), but she quickly discovered that she 
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needed to do creative writing. She admits that she used to 
cry when she interviewed “poor people in terrible straits,” 
and she admits that she used to make up facts. This, of 
course, is something that a journalist (except perhaps for 
those “journalists” writing in sensationalist supermarket 
tabloids) cannot do.245 

• William Peter Blatty used to write comedies such as Blake 
Edwards’ A Shot in the Dark for Hollywood in the 1960s, 
but the market for these movies dried up, so he wrote the 
horror novel The Exorcist, then turned it into a screenplay. 
Of course, The Exorcist became a great horror movie and 
made him famous. Later, when Mr. Blatty was mentioned as 
a possible author for a comedy screenplay, a movie studio 
head was astounded: “William Peter Blatty! The guy who 
wrote The Exorcist? You want me to hire him for a 
comedy?”246 

• Before becoming a science fiction writer, Anne McCaffrey 
worked as an advertising copy layout artist for Liberty Music 
Shops. While in an elevator, she heard a salesperson tell 
actress Tallulah Bankhead that a new record player could 
play up to four hours and a half of music. Ms. Bankhead 
often played romantic music on her record player, so she 
turned to her boyfriend and asked mischievously, “Dahling, 
do you think that will be long enough?”247 

• Before becoming famous as the author of the Harry Potter 
books, J.K. Rowling was the worst secretary ever. At 
meetings, she would sit and take notes — but the notes 
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weren’t about the meeting, they were about plot ideas and 
characters. Another reason she was frequently fired was that 
she typed her manuscripts while she was supposed to be 
working.248 

• Roald Dahl, the author of the noted children’s book 
Matilda, had a hut in which he did his writing. The hut was 
filled with mementos of his life, including a big ball made 
out of foil that had wrapped the many chocolate bars Mr. 
Dahl had eaten throughout his adulthood. The hut also 
included a memento of one of Mr. Dahl’s operations: his 
hipbone!249 

• Caryll Householder, author of This War is the Passion, 
once worked as a cleaning lady, but unfortunately she was 
afraid of mice. Part of her job was to take dead mice out of 
traps, but rather than do that herself, she paid the cooks to do 
it. The bribes took up most of her salary, so she quit her 
job.250 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a master’s degree in English and a master’s degree in 
Philosophy. Currently, I am a retired English instructor at Ohio U. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

(Lots of FREE PDFs) 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A 
Retelling                                                                          

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-
ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 
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5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 
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Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29/david-
bruce-john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 
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OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/01/david-
bruce-the-funniest-people-in-families-volume-4-free-pdf/  

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 
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The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 
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https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 
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David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
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How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 
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davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 
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Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 
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Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 
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Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 
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https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 



   
 

 

 

 


