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Chapter 1: From Activism to Censorship 

Activism 

• Norman Mailer was an activist, among his many other 
activities. During the Cold War, he was arrested in New 
York for civil disobedience when he appeared with 1,000 
other citizens to protest a law requiring people to go to 
fallout shelters whenever an air raid drill was held. When the 
air raid drill siren sounded, many of the protesters unfurled 
umbrellas that bore the legend “Portable Fallout Shelter.” 
Mr. Mailer was also a parent. At the Elliott Bay Bookstore, 
he once did a reading. Afterward, he signed many books. In 
line with a parent was a boy. Mr. Mailer talked to the boy 
and asked him if he could do something for him. The boy 
replied, “You could help me with my term paper.” Mr. 
Mailer laughed, then said, “Oh, no, my son already asked 
me, and I told him no, too.”1 

• Some people really take politics seriously. Jack Huberman, 
a Canadian, became an American citizen so he could vote 
against George W. Bush in the year 2000 election. Mr. 
Huberman is the author of the books The GOP-Hater’s 
Handbook: 378 Reasons Never to Vote for the Party of 
Reagan, Nixon and Bush Again (published in 2007) and The 
Bush-Hater’s Handbook: A Guide to the Most Appalling 
Presidency of the Past 100 Years (published in 2003).2 

 
1 Source: Paul Krassner, “Remembering Norman Mailer.” Huffington 
Post. 10 November 2007 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/paul-
krassner/remembering-norman-mailer_b_72034.html>. 

2 Source: A BUZZFLASH REVIEW: The GOP-Hater’s Handbook: 
378 Reasons Never to Vote for the Party of Reagan, Nixon and Bush 
Again. Accessed 29 November 2007 
<http://www.buzzflash.com/store/reviews/800>. 
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Advertising 

• In 2007, a notable hoax was perpetrated by the publishers 
of the Lemony Snicket books, which are subtitled “A Series 
of Unfortunate Events.” In this hoax, a new organization, the 
“Happy Endings Foundation,” was set up in order to promote 
happy endings in books for children. According to the 
foundation, “[S]ad books are bad books.” Therefore, 
members of the foundation wish to get rid of the Lemony 
Snicket books, even employing two gerbils to shred such 
books. The hoax was successful, being written up in some 
book blogs, and of course it garnered even more publicity 
for the Lemony Snicket books after journalists began writing 
that it was a hoax. As hoaxes go, this one was clever, and I 
encourage more hoaxes such as this, even though it may 
mean encouraging more shameless publicity for books that 
are so famous and so often purchased that they don’t need 
it.3 

• A few decades ago, advertising copywriter Edward S. 
Jordan wrote an automobile advertisement designed to 
appeal to women (aka “girls” in the first half of the 20th 
century) who loved the outdoors: “It’s a wonderful 
companion for a wonderful girl and a wonderful boy. How 
did we happen to think of it? A girl who loves to swim and 
paddle and shoot described it to a boy who loves the roar of 
the cutout.” Lots of letters from women poured in and 
praised the ad. A woman from West Park, Ohio, wrote this 
letter: “I don’t want a position with your Company. I just 
want to meet the man who wrote that advertisement. I am 

 
3 Source: Ceri Radford, “The Happy Endings Foundation hoax.” The 
Telegraph. 8 October 2007 
<http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/arts/ceriradford/oct07/happyendingshoax.
htm>. 
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twenty-three, a blonde, weight 130. My wings are spread. 
Just say the word and I’ll fly to you.”4 

Advice 

• Daniel Handler is often thought to be the real Lemony 
Snicket, author of the children’s book series called A Series 
of Unfortunate Events; however, Mr. Handler says that he is 
merely Mr. Snicket’s representative. For example, he often 
appears at book events that Mr. Snicket is supposed to 
appear at but does not. One day, Mr. Handler appeared at an 
event and said that an exotic bug had stung Mr. Snicket in 
the armpit, thus keeping him from appearing in person. To 
prove that this had happened, Mr. Handler bought the exotic 
bug — trapped in a glass — with him. He also gave the 
children who had hoped to see Mr. Snicket in person some 
excellent advice designed to keep them from ever having an 
exotic bug sting them in the armpit: “Never raise your hand, 
especially not in class.” By the way, Mr. Handler’s parents 
understood how to get him to read. They would read to him 
at night a suspenseful story and stop reading when they 
reached a cliffhanger. Then they would leave young Daniel 
with strict instructions not to turn on the light and read after 
they had left. Of course, young Daniel would turn on the 
light and start reading as soon as his parents had left — as 
they knew he would.5 

• Barbara Feldon, who played the role of Agent 99 on TV’s 
Get Smart, is friends with artist Jan Stussy, whom she calls 
“the most prolific artist” she knows. She once asked him 
about his creation of art, “How did you develop the 

 
4 Source: Edward S. Jordan, The Inside Story of Adam and Eve, pp. 15-
16. 

5 Source: Hayley Mitchell Haugen, Daniel Handler: The Real Lemony 
Snicket, pp. 12, 21. 
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courage?” He replied, “When I was in the 10th grade, I 
realized that if you simply make the first mark, the rest will 
just happen. Whether it’s that first mark with a brush on a 
canvas or pencil to paper, boldly make it and then let 
yourself free-fall. Art creates art.” Hearing this, Ms. Feldon, 
who is now the author of Living Alone and Loving It, added 
writing to her other creative endeavors, and she often tells 
herself, “Make the first mark.”6 

Agents 

• Humorist Alan Coren thought that he wasn’t selling 
enough books, so he complained to his agent, who told him 
that very few subjects would definitely sell books, and those 
subjects were cats, golf, and Nazis. No fool, Mr. Coren titled 
his very next book Golfing for Cats — on the cover was a 
picture of a swastika. Newspaper columnist Stephen Moss 
believes that another subject that will definitely sell books is 
God — whether the book is pro or con on that particular 
subject. And yet another subject guaranteed to sell books is 
how to lose weight. Therefore, Mr. Moss is planning to write 
a book titled How I Found God and Lost Weight on Life’s 
18th Hole. On the cover will be a picture of a cat — beside 
a picture of Hitler.7 

• Playwright Arthur Miller could be forceful. After writing 
All My Sons, he mailed the play to his agent, Leland 
Heyward, who had not read it one week later. This made Mr. 
Miller angry, so he went to his agency, demanded that the 
play be returned to him, and announced that he was leaving 
the agency. Fortunately, the agency secretary was intelligent. 

 
6 Source: Barbara Feldon, Living Alone and Loving It, p. 155. 

7 Source: Stephen Moss, “Christopher Hitchens — God’s gift to the 
world of books.” The Guardian. 26 June 2007 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,2111370,00.html>. 
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Not wanting Mr. Miller to leave the agency, the secretary 
asked for permission to allow another agent there to read his 
play. Mr. Miller agreed, agent Kay Brown read and loved the 
play, and she called Mr. Miller the very next day to tell him 
that his play was terrific. She was not exaggerating. All My 
Sons won the Drama Critics Circle Award. For the next 40 
years, Ms. Brown was Mr. Miller’s agent.8 

Alcohol 

• If you want to hear some good stories about writers who 
drink lots of alcohol, talk to Joseph Tartakovsky, associate 
editor of the Claremont Review of Books. Among his stories: 
1) Cratinus, an Athenian poet of the 5th-century BCE, died 
of grief after seeing a cask break into pieces. It wasn’t just 
any cask, of course — it was filled with wine. 2) Tennyson 
was not sure what to do after receiving a letter asking him to 
become poet laureate of Britain. Therefore, he wrote two 
letters — one accepting and one declining — then he drank 
a bottle of port. He decided to accept. 3) Sergio Leone, 
director of the spaghetti Westerns starring Clint Eastwood, 
once asked Norman Mailer to write a script for him. Mr. 
Mailer locked himself into a room with a typewriter and a 
case of whiskey. He wrote for three weeks, occasionally 
stopping to sing, to curse, and to order ice cubes. The script 
was never filmed.9 

• Kingsley Amis had much experience with drinking way too 
much, and if any man was an expert on hangovers, he was. 
One of the things his excessive experience with excessive 

 
8 Source: Bruce Glassman, Arthur Miller, p. 34. 

9 Source: Joseph Tartakovsky, “The spirits behind the writers.” Los 
Angeles Times. 27 February 2008 
<http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-
tartakovsky27feb27,0,6447088.story>. 
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drinking taught him was to “not take an alkalizing agent such 
as bicarbonate of soda” when he had a hangover. One 
dreadful morning he took some bicarbonate of soda, which 
he chased with some hair of the dog: vodka. His companion 
decided to do an experiment: “Let’s see what’s happening in 
your stomach.” The companion poured what was left of the 
vodka into what was left of the bicarbonate of soda. Mr. 
Amis writes, “The mixture turned black and gave off 
smoke.”10 

• Famed portrait photographer Yousuf Karsh did research on 
his subjects before taking their photograph. For example, the 
evening before taking the photograph of author Ernest 
Hemingway, Mr. Karsh visited Mr. Hemingway’s favorite 
bar, La Floridita, and sampled Mr. Hemingway’s favorite 
drink, a daiquiri. The next morning, Mr. Karsh arrived at Mr. 
Hemingway’s home to take his photograph, and when Mr. 
Hemingway asked him what he wanted to drink, Mr. Karsh 
thought that he had the perfect answer: “Daiquiri, sir.” 
Unfortunately, Mr. Hemingway responded, “Good God, 
Karsh — at this hour of the day!”11 

• Kingsley Amis enjoyed drinking alcohol a lot, and he drank 
a lot of alcohol. He even wrote three books about alcohol: 
On Drink, Everyday Drinking, and How’s Your Glass? He 
once attended a stand-up (not dinner) party at which he was 
offered his choice of red wine or white wine. However, he 
explained that drinking wine without eating food upset his 
stomach, but that he would enjoy spirits. Unfortunately, his 
host said, “Sorry to hear that. I’m afraid there’s nothing else 

 
10 Source: Kingsley Amis, On Drink, pp. 92-93. 

11 Source: Yousuf Karsh, Karsh: A Sixty-Year Retrospective, p. 79. 
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in the house.” Mr. Amis says, “My stomach took five 
minutes to change its mind.”12 

• Some people know their wine. British wine writer Oz 
Clarke once sampled a red wine without being told anything 
about the vintage. He sniffed, and he tasted, and he finally 
declared that he knew that the wine was a Paul Jaboulet 
Hermitage La Chapelle, but that he could not decide whether 
it was from 1982 or 1983. As it turned out, the mystery red 
wine he was drinking was a blend of a 1982 Paul Jaboulet 
Hermitage La Chapelle and a 1983 Paul Jaboulet Hermitage 
La Chapelle.13 

• Michael Harrington, who wrote many, many books, 
including The Other America, on the divide between the 
American rich and the American poor, enjoyed 
conversation, including arguments, and beer at the end of a 
day’s hard work. During one such conversation, he raised a 
glass of beer and remarked, “The great thing about beer is 
that it’s one of the few good things in life that the rich do not 
begrudge the poor.”14 

• The Irish grandfather of Dinty Moore (author of The 
Emperor’s Virtual Clothes) — yes, he’s a real person and 
that’s the name he pays taxes under — smuggled booze from 
Canada during Prohibition. In one memorable case, he put 

 
12 Source: Alexander Waugh, “Take a Dipso like You.” Book Forum. 
February/March 2008 
<http://www.bookforum.com/inprint/014_05/2055>. 

13 Source: Mike Steinberger, “In Blindness Veritas?” 7 November 2007 
<http://www.slate.com/id/2177629/fr/flyout>. 

14 Source: Tim Rutten. “Diamond lanes for the rich.” Los Angeles 
Times. 26 April 2008 
<http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-oe-
rutten26apr26,0,7740558.column>. 
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nuns on his boat then traveled across Lake Erie to Canada. 
On the trip back, the nuns were carrying bottles of booze 
under their habits. Why would nuns do this? They were Irish, 
and they liked a drink now and again.15 

• Some high-proof drinks can affect you much more than 
you might think — and much quicker than you think, too. 
One day, Kingsley Amis shared with two friends a one-half 
liter bottle of 140-proof of Polish Plain Spirit. He spoke 
twice. First, he said to a friend, “Cut out that laughing — it 
can’t have got to you yet.” Shortly thereafter, he said, “I 
think I’ll go to bed now.”16 

• John Steinbeck and Nunnally Johnson were drinking at 
Chasen’s one day when Robert Benchley walked in. Mr. 
Steinbeck didn’t know Mr. Benchley, and so he asked Mr. 
Johnson who had just walked in. Mr. Johnson answered, 
“His name is Robert Benchley. I don’t think you’d care for 
him. He drinks” — then Mr. Johnson fell off his bar stool.17 

Animals 

• Children’s book author Peg Kehret started her writing 
career at age 10 with a self-published newspaper titled the 
Dog Newspaper. The first issue mainly told the story of her 
dog, B.J. (short for Big Job). B.J.’s story was exciting. He 
had been born in Germany during World War II. Peg’s uncle 
was an American soldier there, and he and his company 
discovered a mother dog with some puppies. The mother dog 
and all of her puppies except for one was dead, and the 
American soldiers decided to take care of the one puppy that 

 
15 Source: Dinty W. Moore, “Mick on the Make: Notes on an Unusual 
Name.” The Southern Review. Summer 2007. Pages 562, 564. 

16 Source: Kingsley Amis, On Drink, p. 108. 
17 Source: J. Bryan III, Merry Gentlemen (and One Lady), pp. 167-168. 
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was still alive. This was a Big Job in wartime conditions, 
hence the dog’s name, but the dog survived and thrived. 
When the war was over, the soldiers decided to pay for the 
dog’s transport to the United States, and they drew straws to 
determine who would get the dog. Peg’s uncle won. The first 
issue of the Dog Newspaper was a big success, and Peg sold 
12 copies at a nickel each (and wrote in longhand 12 copies 
of the issue). Unfortunately, the newspaper quickly folded 
after a few more issues because the dogs in Peg’s 
neighborhood simply weren’t that interesting. Of course, 
Peg tried to get interesting copy; she even interviewed all of 
her neighbors about their dogs. Unfortunately, she learned 
only things such as this: “All Fluffy does is eat, sleep, and 
bark at the mailman.” Like an investigative reporter, Peg 
tried to dig more deeply, and she asked, “If your dog could 
talk, what do you think he would say?” Unfortunately, the 
answers to that question were almost always “Feed me” and 
“Let’s play.”18 

• Children’s book author and illustrator Denise Fleming 
believes that the title “Maker of Things” is appropriate for 
her. Besides making books, she, together with her husband 
and daughter, made a garden, complete with a small pond, 
designing it to be very friendly and inviting to wildlife. 
Living in or visiting the garden have been bats, bees, box 
turtles, bugs, chipmunks, fish, frogs, moles, possums, 
rabbits, raccoons, shrews, snakes, squirrels, toads, and 
woodchucks — even a skunk! Many of these animals have 
appeared in her books, including some visitors who made 
their home under her porch, resulting in a book titled Mama 
Cat has Three Kittens.19 

 
18 Source: Peg Kehret, Five Pages a Day: A Writer’s Journey, pp. 11-
18. 

19 Source: Denise Fleming, Maker of Things, pp. 10, 21, 23-24. 
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• H. Allen Smith wrote Rhubarb, a novel about a cat that is 
the fortunate inheritor of a professional baseball team. While 
writing the novel, he started to make the mistake of 
neglecting the cat and focusing instead on the human 
characters. One way to keep the cat involved in the story was 
to have the cat jerk its tail — so Mr. Smith put a sign over 
his writing desk to remind him to keep the cat in the story. 
Later, he wondered what would have happened if he had 
died during the writing of the novel and people saw his sign: 
“Jerk That Tail!”20 

• Jane, a daughter of children’s book author Sid Fleischman, 
grew up loving all living things. As a young woman, she 
wanted to make a garden where a family of snails lived. 
Rather than kill the snails, she gathered them up and put 
them in coffee cans, then she took them to a park and let 
them loose.21 

Art 

• When he was a child, L.A.-based artist Gronk spent a lot of 
time in a public library. At one point he even decided to read 
all the books in the library, beginning with the books with 
titles that started with A and going through the alphabet to 
the books with titles that started with Z. Of course, a librarian 
figured out what he was doing, and she suggested a different 
approach, saying, “I know what you’re doing — you are 
trying to read A to Z. But you need to start with the Greeks.” 
He did read about the Greeks, and the Greeks had an impact 
on his art. In the mid-1980s, he created the character of La 
Tormenta, who has appeared in many of his works of art. 
Gronk says, “The Greeks had Medusa, Medea, Electra. Well, 
I created my own: Tormenta. It’s an American mythological 

 
20 Source: H. Allen Smith, Buskin’ With H. Allen Smith, pp. 72-73. 
21 Source: Sid Fleischman, The Abracadabra Kid, p. 130. 
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character. She’s in thousands of pieces from print work to 
live stage. I even did her as a cookie at a Chicago art fair. 
She’s a very strong woman but glamorous at the same 
time.”22 

• Artist Beauford Delaney taught author James Baldwin how 
to see. They were standing together on a corner in 
Greenwich Village, and Mr. Delaney pointed down and told 
Mr. Baldwin, “Look.” Mr. Baldwin looked and saw nothing 
but a puddle of water, so Mr. Delaney told him, “Look 
again.” This time Mr. Baldwin really saw what was there: 
Floating on the water was some oil, and reflected in the oil 
was the city. Mr. Baldwin says, “It was a great revelation to 
me. I can’t explain it. He taught me how to see, and how to 
trust what I saw. Painters have often taught writers how to 
see. And once you’ve had that experience, you see 
differently.”23 

• Readers of James Thurber tend to love his drawings of 
people and dogs and life. For a long time at The New Yorker, 
Mr. Thurber would create the drawings, then throw them 
away. However, his officemate, E.B. White, fished some 
drawings out of the wastepaper basket, liked what he saw, 
showed them to his boss, Harold Ross, who also liked them 
and started publishing Thurber’s doodles in The New 
Yorker.24 

• Edward Gorey’s books, of course, are filled with the 
grotesque and the macabre. Author Alexander Theroux once 

 
22 Source: Greg Hernandez, “Two of Arts: L.A.-based artist Gronk 
mentors young Latino artists in his new exhibit.” 2007 
<http://www.frontierspublishing.com/mag/index.php?o=art&article=16
41>.  

23 Source: Randall Kenan and Amy Sickels, James Baldwin, pp. 30-31. 

24 Source: Aimee LaBrie, E.B. White, pp. 39-41. 
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interviewed him and asked him why his work focused on 
“stark violence and horror and terror.” Mr. Gorey replied, “I 
write about everyday life.”25 

Autographs 

• A nine-year-old boy knocked on Mark Twain’s hotel door 
to get an autograph, not knowing that Mr. Twain was ill. The 
boy was about to be sent away when Mr. Twain called from 
his sickbed and asked that the boy be sent in to see him. He 
then wrote in the boy’s autograph book, “So live, that when 
you come to die, even the undertaker will be sorry.”26 

• Sid Fleischman, author of the McBroom comedy series of 
children’s books, knew that he had made it as an author when 
a group of kids lined up to meet him — the line of kids 
included his own seven-year-old daughter, Anne, who 
wanted his autograph.27 

Bathrooms 

• While attending Eastern Washington State College, young 
adult author Chris Crutcher got to know a true eccentric 
named Dumbo Banger. Mr. Banger purchased a seat belt 
from a NAPA auto parts store and affixed it to his toilet. 
Whenever a friend visited and had to sit on the toilet, and 
Mr. Banger did not hear a click, he would knock on the 
bathroom door and tell the occupant to buckle up because of 
liability problems should the occupant blast off. Mr. Banger 

 
25 Source: Alexander Theroux, The Strange Case of Edward Gorey, p. 
65. 
26 Source: Cyril Clemens, editor, Mark Twain Anecdotes, p. 26. 
27 Source: Sid Fleischman, The Abracadabra Kid, pp. 153-154. 
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appears as the character named Lionel Serbousek in Mr. 
Crutcher’s book Stotan!28 

• Author Peg Bracken once heard that it’s worthwhile to 
know why a person gets up in the morning, so when she was 
in college reporting for the school newspaper, she 
interviewed the Dean of Women and asked her why she got 
up in the morning. The Dean of Women replied, “To go to 
the bathroom.”29 

Books 

• Independent bookstore owner (and essayist) Paul Constant 
is aware of this fact: “Books tend to attract freaks.” He is 
aware of repulsive freaks, as when an old man returned a 
copy of Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf because it was 
“defective”: the introduction had been written by a Jew. On 
the other hand, some freaks can be charming. Mr. Constant 
once witnessed a young woman on a bus who was so 
engrossed in reading Dostoevsky’s The Idiot that she didn’t 
even notice that right in front of her a fistfight had started.30 

• Jane Cummings and George Clarke lived in the house of 
the parents of poet E.E. Cummings; they were E.E.’s aunt 
and uncle. Frequently, Jane would read aloud novels such as 
Treasure Island or The Old Curiosity Shop to the family in 
the evening. One volume about the Tower of London, where 
important political prisoners were imprisoned — and 
sometimes tortured, murdered, or executed — was 

 
28 Source: Chris Crutcher, King of the Mild Frontier, pp. 65-66. 
29 Source: Peg Bracken, I Didn’t Come Here to Argue, p. 5. 

30 Source: Paul Constant, “Ten Pounds of Crazy in a Five-Pound Bag.” 
The Stranger. 13 February 2008 
<http://www.thestranger.com/seattle/Content?oid=511047>. 
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especially popular with George. After they had eaten dinner, 
he would request, “Jane, let’s have some ruddy gore!”31 

• Humor writer H. Allen Smith once went to a dude ranch, 
where a friend of his bragged to all present that Mr. Smith 
was a best-selling author. A cowboy (not a dude) listened to 
the talk about Mr. Smith’s books, then said, “Never read but 
one book in all muh life … book called Riders uh the Purple 
Sage … never gonna read another’n long as I live.”32 

• One of the advantages of cheap paperback books is that 
they are disposable. On a long journey by car, Peg Bracken 
and a friend got bored as someone else was driving, so her 
friend started reading a paperback thriller, and as she 
finished each couple of pages, she tore them out of the 
thriller and handed them to Ms. Bracken to read.33 

Bores 

• Playwright Richard Brinsley Sheridan once was given a 
great deal of advice on a theatrical production by a bore who 
spoke at great length, finally winding up by saying, “But I 
fear I’ve been intruding on your attention.” Mr. Sheridan 
replied, “No, no — I’ve not been listening.”34 

• The philosopher Aristotle, many of whose lecture notes 
have come down to us, had a sense of humor. When a long-
winded bore told him a long-winded story, then asked him if 
he were bored, Aristotle replied, “No, indeed, for I was not 

 
31 Source: Catherine Reef, E.E. Cummings: A Poet’s Life, pp. 5-6. 
32 Source: H. Allen Smith, Life in a Putty Knife Factory, p. 164. 
33 Source: Peg Bracken, I Didn’t Come Here to Argue, p. 145. 
34 Source: Lewis C. Henry, Humorous Anecdotes About Famous 
People, pp. 56-57. 
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listening to you.” (Some good anecdotes are attributed to 
more than one person.)35 

Censorship 

• Occasionally, one of young people’s author Bruce 
Coville’s books is challenged in a school or library — that 
means that someone wants the book not to be assigned 
reading for a class or wants the book to be removed from the 
library bookshelves. Often, people think that these attempts 
at censorship will result in an increase in book sales because 
of the resultant publicity; however, Mr. Coville disagrees 
because of what he calls “gray censorship” — censorship 
that is not noticeable and does not make headlines. He 
acknowledges that the publicity will result in more sales in 
the town in which the attempt at censorship occurred, but he 
says that for 100 miles around that town, teachers will think 
twice before teaching that book and librarians will think 
twice before ordering the book for their bookshelves. He is 
afraid that often teachers and librarians will avoid using or 
ordering his book because they want to avoid controversy. 
By the way, Mr. Coville had an early experience with 
controversy when he was his high school’s salutatorian at the 
time when Martin Luther King, Jr., and John F. Kennedy 
were assassinated and the Vietnam War was going on. He 
wrote a passionate speech and submitted it for approval, but 
he was told by his advisor to write another speech, which he 
did. This tame speech was approved. However, when Mr. 
Coville stood up in front of the high school students, he 
delivered his original, passionate speech. No one stopped 

 
35 Source: Margaret J. Anderson and Karen F. Stephenson, Aristotle: 
Philosopher and Scientist, p. 80. 
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him, and afterward, a different class advisor shook his hand 
and told him, “That was a h*ll of a speech!”36 

• When advertising copywriter Edward S. Jordan was a 
young boy, he complained to his mother about the boring, 
moralistic books boys his age were supposed to read — 
books about families with an alcoholic father, a mother who 
took in washing to earn a little money, and a son named Joe 
who gazed longingly through bakery windows at apple tarts. 
His mother agreed that those books were badly written, 
adding, “Joe should drop some arsenic into his father’s 
coffee. It works faster than whiskey.” She also said that she 
was going to give him a book to read that she had purchased 
and that lots of other people had purchased because the 
Brooklyn Public Library had banned it as being immoral. A 
man who smoked and drank and swore wrote the book, and 
he was going to be rich — because the library had banned 
his book, lots of people were buying copies. She then gave 
him the book — it was Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.37 

• When young people’s book author Susan Beth Pfeffer was 
a senior in high school, she worked on the school newspaper. 
Another student on the paper wrote an editorial advocating 
that if a student had a study period as the last class of the 
school day, the student ought to be allowed to skip the study 
period and leave school early. The teacher advisor for the 
paper sent the student writer to talk to the principal, who 
forbid — in a very obnoxious way — the student writer to 
publish the editorial. Years later, Ms. Pfeffer used the 
incident in her novel A Matter of Principle and based the 
principal in the novel on the principal who was a censor in 
real life. (It is difficult to censor the future, and if you try to 

 
36 Source: Hal Marcovitz, Bruce Coville, pp. 90-91, 93-94. 

37 Source: Edward S. Jordan, The Inside Story of Adam and Eve, pp. 94-
95. 
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censor during the present time, you may be mocked during a 
later time.)38 

• Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible, a play that is seemingly 
about the Salem Witch Trials in 1692, which resulted in the 
hanging of 19 people and the crushing of another person by 
heavy rocks. Actually the play is about the 1950s Joseph 
McCarthy witch hunt that destroyed the lives of many 
suspected Communists. Mr. Miller himself was called before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC), 
where he was told to name friends and acquaintances who 
might be Communists. Mr. Miller declined to do this, and he 
was charged with being in contempt of court. (Fortunately, 
he did not have to serve time in prison, as the charges were 
later dropped.)39 

• In 1954, psychiatrist Dr. Fredric Wertham published an 
attack on comic books, which he blamed for the ills that 
affected the society of the time. In the book Seduction of the 
Innocent, he claimed to have surveyed a number of children 
in reform school and discovered that most of them read 
comic books. Stan Lee, the creator of such comic-book 
heroes as Spider-Man and the Fantastic Four (with an assist 
from the artists who first drew these superheroes), 
responded, “If you do another survey, you’ll find that most 
of the kids who drink milk are comic-book readers. Should 
we ban milk?”40 

• Graham Greene was Catholic, but the Holy Office, headed 
by Giuseppe Cardinal Pizzardo, banned his book The Power 
and the Glory. Years afterward, Mr. Greene had an audience 

 
38 Source: Judy Blume, ed., Places I Never Meant to Be: Original 
Stories by Censored Authors, p. 126. 
39 Source: Lori Lee Wilson, The Salem Witch Trials, p. 92. 

40 Source: Steven Otfinoski, Stan Lee: Comic Book Genius, pp. 27-28. 
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with Pope Paul VI, who told him that he was reading The 
Power and the Glory and who was surprised when Mr. 
Greene informed him that the book had been banned. Pope 
Paul VI told him, “Some parts of all your books will always 
offend some Catholics. You should not worry about that.”41 

• One way to censor a book is to steal it. During the 1979-
1980 school year, a student checked out four books from a 
library in Montello, Wisconsin. Judy Blume, who is 
frequently the target of censors, wrote three of the books. 
The books were never returned, and librarians concluded 
that the parents of the student had stolen the books so that no 
one else could check them out and read them.42 

• Voltaire was controversial and thought to be impious. 
Because of the attacks against him, he lived at Ferney, close 
to the border with Switzerland, where he could escape if 
necessary. While on her deathbed, Queen Maria Lecszinska 
wanted his impiety to be punished. However, her husband 
the King answered, “What can I do? If he were in Paris, I 
should exile him to Ferney.”43 

• Sometimes, people try to censor books before they have 
read them. Some parents once tried to have the book Making 
It with Mademoiselle removed from a school library, but 
when they actually looked at the book, they discovered that 
it was a sewing book from Mademoiselle magazine.44 

 
41 Source: John Deedy, A Book of Catholic Anecdotes, p. 98. 
42 Source: Victoria Sherrow, Censorship in Schools, p. 15. 
43 Source: Andre Maurois, “An Appreciation,” introduction to Voltaire, 
Candide, p. 11. 
44 Source: Victoria Sherrow, Censorship in Schools, pp. 17, 19. 
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Chapter 2: From Children to Education 

Children 

• One of Humankind’s greatest inventions is law. Even 
people who seem to live outside the law invent their own 
laws, although they may call them rules instead of laws. As 
a child, Maya Angelou ran away from home and found a car 
in a junkyard to sleep in. When she woke up, she found a 
number of children looking at her. They were runaway 
children who lived in the junkyard. The children accepted 
Maya into their group and told her of the rules they had 
created for themselves. No. 1: No stealing, as stealing would 
bring police. No. 2: Each child slept alone, in his or her own 
junked car, unless it was raining — only a few cars were able 
to keep out the rain. The children lived by collecting the 
deposits on returnable bottles. They washed their clothing at 
a Laundromat. On Fridays, they went to one child’s home 
(when the family was at work) and took baths and ironed 
their clothing. They also made money by entering and 
sometimes winning jitterbug dance contests. Maya stayed 
with the group for one month before moving on.45 

• When she was a child, young people’s author Peg Kehret 
suffered from polio, being completely paralyzed from the 
neck down until one day she felt an itch in her leg and 
reached one hand down to scratch it. She was so excited that 
she yelled, “I can move my hand!” Nurses came running to 
share in the excitement and the happiness. For a while, as 
Peg regained more mobility, she moved around in a 
wheelchair she named “Silver” after the Lone Ranger’s 
horse — she even learned to pop wheelies in the wheelchair! 
Peg learned to walk again and was able to return home, grow 

 
45 Source: Nancy Shuker, Maya Angelou: America’s Poetic Voice, pp. 
45-46. 
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up, get married, and write books. Eventually, she wrote an 
autobiography titled Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio about 
her experiences with polio. One boy started crying after he 
had finished reading the book. When his mother asked him 
why he was crying, he replied, “Because the best book I’ll 
ever read is over.”46 

• Essayist David Sedaris occasionally writes about relatives 
such as his brother, aka “The Rooster,” who lives in North 
Carolina; however, he doesn’t think it would be right to write 
about people such as The Rooster’s young daughter, his 
niece. Mr. Sedaris says, “I think it’s perfectly OK to write 
about your parents, but I think it’s creepy to write about your 
children. So, I told myself I would not write about Madeline. 
But when I went to my brother’s house last spring, I was 
thinking, ‘God, I hope she doesn’t do anything memorable. 
Please let her be boring.’” Of course, this doesn’t mean that 
he thinks any less of Madeline because she won’t be source 
material for his humorous essays. Instead, he admits that 
“when other people say, ‘Well, my niece is the best,’ I feel 
sorry for them a little bit, because I know that they’re 
wrong.”47 

• Beverly Cleary has written many, many books for children, 
including the Newbery Award-winning Dear Mr. Henshaw; 
however, she didn’t start out as a reader. Of course, her 
mother read many exciting books to her that made her eager 
to learn to read, but the books at school were boring and not 

 
46 Source: Peg Kehret, Five Pages a Day: A Writer’s Journey, pp. 19-
31, 152. 

47 Source: Robert K. Elder, “David Sedaris: Unapologetic, quirky as 
ever.” The Chicago Tribune. Posted on <www.popmatters.com>. 24 
October 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/news/article/50229/david-sedaris-
unapologetic-quirky-as-ever/>. 
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what she wanted to read. Fortunately, her mother kept many 
books, including children’s books, around the house, and 
one boring, rainy Sunday, Beverly picked up The Dutch 
Twins by Lucy Fitch and began to read it. That was the kind 
of book she had always wanted to read. The characters were 
children much like herself, and their adventures were funny. 
She read the entire book in one day — she was allowed to 
keep on reading past her bedtime — and she soon became an 
avid reader.48 

• Children’s book author Seymour Simon grew up as a city 
kid in the Bronx in New York City, and the five-story 
apartment house he lived in seemed remote from nature. 
Fortunately, he lived near a vacant lot, so he saw such things 
as trees, weeds, wildflowers, birds, bugs, and cats hunting 
for mice, and so he likes to think that he grew up as a country 
kid, too. As a grown-up author, he wrote a book titled 
Science in a Vacant Lot. He worked for years as a junior high 
science teacher, and his love of science keeps him from 
running out of ideas for book topics. He says, “Our world 
and the universe are so full of wonders and marvels to 
observe and explore — and of course to write about!”49 

• Cynthia Rylant grew up in a coal-mining family in West 
Virginia, which meant that she didn’t have much money, but 
she didn’t let that — or other disadvantages — stop her from 
becoming a writer of books for children. No library or 
bookstore was near where she lived, so one of her major 
literary influences became comic books. Another influence 
on her writing was her ramblings around where she lived — 
and the animals she met. Believe it or not, this upraising gave 
her a superpower: Whenever she writes a new picture book, 

 
48 Source: Jennifer Peltak, Beverly Cleary, pp. 13-14. 

49 Source; Seymour Simon, From Paper Airplanes to Outer Space, pp. 
5-8, 19, 30-31. 
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she knows immediately whether it is good or it is bad. How 
does she know?” She explains, “I just know.”50 

• When he was young, young people’s author Robert 
Cormier hated to wear eyeglasses, and one day he thought of 
a simple way to get out of wearing them: He simply told 
other people that he didn’t need them any more. This worked 
for a while, although he had to work extra hard in school 
because he couldn’t read what his teacher wrote on the 
chalkboard. Unfortunately, one day his father waved at him 
from across the street, and because young Robert was so 
nearsighted, he didn’t recognize his own father. Quickly, 
young Robert started to wear eyeglasses again.51 

• As a youth, Edgar Allan Poe was quite a swimmer. When 
he was fifteen years old, he swam six miles up the James 
River, against the current — a feat that he thought was the 
equivalent of swimming “twenty miles in still water.” He 
also once saved a young friend named Thomas Ellis from 
drowning. This deed is not as good as it might seem at first, 
for Thomas explained that “having thrown me into the falls 
headlong, that I might strike out for myself, he presently 
found it necessary to come to my help or it would have been 
too late.”52 

• Mem Fox, an Australian children’s book author, has had 
some interesting experiences with very young people. After 
Mem had published her very first book, Possum Magic, and 
had not yet published a second book, one small girl held her 
hand and told her, “I’ve got all your books at home.” And 
when Mem traveled to an isolated school on the west coast 

 
50 Source: Cynthia Rylant, Cynthia. Best Wishes, pp. 6-7, 9, 18. 

51 Source: Margaret O. Hyde, Robert Cormier, p. 18. 

52 Source: Jennifer Peltak, Edgar Allan Poe, p. 30. 
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of South Australia, a small boy asked her if she had really 
written Possum Magic. She admitted the fact, and he sighed 
and said, “I’m sick of Possum Magic.”53 

• In 1985, author T.C. Boyle discovered that the local branch 
of Crown Books carried only mass-market books, not trade 
paperbacks of the type that he wrote. Therefore, his wife and 
five-year-old daughter paid a visit to the bookstore. His wife, 
who remained anonymous, complained that she was 
disappointed that books by her favorite author — T.C. 
Boyle, of course — were not carried by the bookstore. All 
seemed to be going well until his young daughter added, 
“Yes, and he’s my daddy!”54 

• As a young schoolboy, Samuel Langhorne Clemens got 
into trouble with his teacher, and she sent him outside to find 
a switch that she could use to hit him. Young Samuel 
returned with a wood shaving that would definitely not hurt 
if it were used as a switch. Later in life, Sam became better 
known to the world as the celebrated humorist Mark Twain.55 

• When poet Robert Frost was growing up, his favorite book 
was Tom Brown’s Schooldays, which was one of the books 
that his mother read out loud to her children. Young Robert 
loved the book so much that he wanted his mother to read 

 
53 Source: Mem Fox, Dear Mem Fox, I Have Read All Your Books, 
Even the Pathetic Ones, pp. 131-132, 211. 

54 Source: T.C. Boyle, “Dutton’s final page.” Los Angeles Times. 27 
February 2008 <http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-
oe-boyle27feb27,0,4076223.story>. 

55 Source: Lynda Pflueger, Mark Twain: Legendary Writer and 
Humorist, pp. 14-15. 



 24 

and reread the other chapters, but he wouldn’t let her read 
the ending. Why? He wanted the book to never end.56 

• Early in E.E. Cummings’ life, his mother, Rebecca, felt that 
he might become a great poet, and she wrote down his very 
earliest poems. For example, his first-ever poem — written 
at age three! — is this: “Oh my little birdie oh / With his little 
toe toe toe!” According to E.E., “I did not decide to become 
a poet — I was always writing poetry.”57 

• The grandparents of J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry 
Potter books, owned a grocery store. Therefore, after the 
store had closed for the day, young J.K. and her sister were 
able to play “grocery store” with real food — as long as they 
put everything back when they were done playing.58 

Christmas 

• The parents of children’s book author Avi are Jewish, 
although they were not especially observant when Avi and 
his siblings were growing up. True, the family would light 
candles at Hanukkah, but they also kept a Christmas tree in 
their home. That is, they kept a Christmas tree unless Avi’s 
maternal grandfather was visiting. He absolutely refused to 
enter their home when a Christmas tree was inside, so when 
he visited in the winter, the Christmas tree was kept outside. 
In addition, during Passover, Avi’s father would read a book 
of his own choosing, hiding it inside the Haggadah, which 

 
56 Source: Sara McIntosh Wooten, Robert Frost: The Life of America’s 
Poet, p. 23. 

57 Source: Catherine Reef, E.E. Cummings: A Poet’s Life, p. 5. 
58 Source: Lindsey Fraser, Conversations with J.K. Rowling, p. 12. 



 25 

contains the story of Passover. (As an adult, Avi was an 
atheist.)59 

• In Meg Cabot’s Princess Diaries books, the American 
mother of Princess Mia of Genovia is an artist whose mother 
puts up a dead celebrity tree each Christmas. The tree is a 
regular tree, but the decorations are photographs of 
celebrities who have died that year.60 

Clothing 

• Beatrix Potter wore sturdy clothing because of her work on 
the farms she owned. The wool in her clothing came from 
the sheep she owned, and she wore clogs in the fields. 
However, the sturdy clothing was hardly fashionable. A 
tramp she met once on a road as she walked to a pasture 
during a cold and windy day thought that she was homeless 
like himself and greeted her with, “It’s a sad weather for the 
likes o’ thee and me!61 

• MAD magazine publisher William M. Gaines was either 
overweight or grossly overweight throughout his adult life. 
Whenever he became grossly overweight, he would diet 
until he became merely overweight. Because his weight kept 
fluctuating, whenever he went shopping and found a shirt or 
pair of pants that he really liked, he would buy it in several 
sizes so that no matter what he weighed, he could wear it.62 

 
59 Source: Margaret Speaker Yuan. Avi, p. 14. 
60 Source: Meg Cabot, Holiday Princess, p. 94. 

61 Source: Margaret Speaker Yuan, Beatrix Potter, p. 81. 
62 Source: Dick DeBartolo, Good Days and MAD, p. 177. 
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Comic Books and Comics 

• Marvel comic-book maven Stan Lee always had a sense of 
humor. For the cover of the 17th issue of The Amazing 
Spider-Man, he wrote this warning: “If you don’t say this is 
one of the greatest issues you’ve ever read, we may never 
talk to you again!” He also started a Marvel fan club, but at 
first he revealed only the initials — not the name — of the 
fan club: MMMS. He allowed readers to try to guess what 
the initials stood for, but no one got the right answer: the 
Merry Marvel Marching Society. Mr. Lee’s letters pages in 
his comic books were also entertaining and informal rather 
than stuffy. The letters written to him started with “Hi, Stan” 
instead of “Dear Editor,” and Mr. Lee always responded 
with “Hey,” followed by the writer’s name. He also threw 
around a lot of phrases such as “Hang loose” and “’Nuff 
said.” When these phrases started to appear on the letters 
pages of non-Marvel comic books, Mr. Lee started using 
“Excelsior!” — Latin for “Higher!”63 

• Scott Adams, cartoonist and writer of Dilbert, does fewer 
continuing stories than other comics creators. He feels that 
all too often the end of the story isn’t funny and therefore is 
just a wasted day. In fact, he once created a continuing story 
in which Dogbert created giant menacing cucumbers while 
doing genetic research. However, he says, “I realized 
halfway through the series that there was no way this could 
end well, so I just did an editor’s note saying I realized it 
wasn’t funny and so I thought I’d just stop there.” His 
readers agreed that the giant menacing cucumber story was 
“going nowhere” and that Mr. Adams was right to end the 
story.64 

 
63 Source: Steven Otfinoski, Stan Lee: Comic Book Genius, pp. 51-52. 

64 Source: Dominick A. Miserandino, “Adams, Scott — creator of 
Dilbert, author, cartoonist. 
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Creativity 

• Of course, Ann M. Martin, the author behind the Baby-
Sitters Club series of books, is creative, and so are the other 
members of her family. When Ann and Jane, her sister, were 
young, their playroom was always a mess. Edie, their 
mother, in a delightful phrase, referred to it as “toy soup.” 
On a train trip, Jane and Ann imitated Louise Fitzhugh’s 
book character Harriet the Spy; they spied on their 
neighbors, like Harriet, and they wrote down in a secret 
notebook what they had seen, like Harriet. Hank, their father, 
is an artist who has created illustrations for children’s books, 
including a few written by his daughter Ann, and he has 
created cartoons that have appeared in The New Yorker. One 
of his New Yorker cartoons shows the Mad Hatter tea party 
from Alice in Wonderland. The Mad Hatter asks a guest, 
“Excuse me, may I see your invitation?” The unexpected 
guest is Piglet of Winnie the Pooh fame.65 

• Maya Angelou needs a place where she can create for long 
stretches of time without interruption. When she is away 
from home, sometimes for long periods of time, she will rent 
a hotel room to use as a writing space. She tells the hotel 
management not to interrupt her by having someone change 
the sheets, as she won’t be using them because she will be 
sleeping elsewhere. At 5:30 a.m. she enters the room and 
works until early afternoon. Sometimes, she will write after 
dinner until late at night. During one prolonged stint of 
creativity, the hotel management slipped this note under her 

 

<http://thecelebritycafe.com/interviews/scott_adams.html>. Accessed 6 
April 2008. 

65 Source: Marylou Morano Kjelle, Ann M. Martin, pp. 29, 32, 49. 
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door: “Ms. Angelou, please let us get in there and change the 
sheets. We think they are moldy.” She ignored the note.66 

• Stan Lee offered a genuine NO-PRIZE to Marvel 
comicbook readers who were sharp enough to spot a 
typographical or other embarrassing error. To each of these 
intelligent readers, Mr. Lee sent an empty envelope bearing 
the words “CONGRATULATIONS! This envelope contains 
a genuine Marvel Comics NO-PRIZE, which you have just 
won!” These envelopes are now collectors’ items.67 

• George Jean Nathan was a good writer. Once, he wrote a 
long newspaper article about a race he did not even see. The 
editor liked it so much he posted it on a bulletin board as a 
good example of vivid writing.68 

Critics 

• As you would expect, critic Roger Ebert was a rich source 
of anecdotes in his writings about movies. For example, his 
review of What Ever Happened to Baby Jane? contains two 
excellent anecdotes: 1) In Bette Davis’ next-to-last film, The 
Whales of August, Ms. Davis co-starred with silent-film (and 
beyond) star Lillian Gish. At one point, the film’s director, 
Lindsay Anderson, said, “Miss Gish, you have just given me 
a perfect close-up.” Ms. Davis overheard, and she said, “She 
should. The bitch invented ’em.” 2) Victor Buono never 
married, and people occasionally wondered about his 
sexuality. Mr. Buono, a man of wit and intelligence and 
excess poundage, said, “I’ve heard about actors being asked 

 
66 Source: Nancy Shuker, Maya Angelou: America’s Poetic Voice, p. 
114. 
67 Source: Stan Lee and George Mair, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of 
Stan Lee, pp. 154. 
68 Source: Jim Tully, A Dozen and One, p. 103. 
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‘Why have you never married?’ They answer with the 
immortal excuse ‘I just haven’t found the right girl.’ No 
one’s asked me yet. If they do, that’s the answer I’ll give. 
After all, it was good enough for Monty Clift or Sal Mineo.” 
(Both Mr. Clift and Mr. Mineo were gay actors.)69 

• Arthur Rimbaud, a French poet, was also a critic. If he 
disliked what he heard at a poetry reading, he would climb 
on a table behind the poet and urinate on the poet’s poems. 
Rimbaud is a favorite of punk poet Patti Smith — who faced 
her own critics. She was so disliked by the female factory 
employees with whom she worked early in her life that they 
once pushed her head into a urine-filled toilet bowl — an 
event she wrote and sang about in what many people 
consider the very first punk record: “P*ss Factory.” She 
discovered Rimbaud while looking in a bookstore near the 
factory. Unfortunately, the other female factory employees 
thought that Rimbaud must be a Communist because he 
wrote in a language other than English.70 

• Critic Edmund Wilson did not do a lot of things that more 
recent intellectuals do. In fact, as Mr. Wilson’s fame and 
requests for his time and creativity grew, he created a 
postcard on which he listed (and checked as a reply to a 
request he would not satisfy) the things that he would not do. 
These things included giving interviews, appearing on 
television, participating in symposia, writing articles or 
books on order, and writing forewords or introductions.71 

 
69 Source: Roger Ebert, “What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?” Chicago 
Sun-Times. 16 February 2008 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080216/
REVIEWS08/14917937>. 

70 Source: Victor Bockris and Roberta Bayley, Patti Smith: An 
Unauthorized Biography, pp. 15, 35-36. 

71 Source: Russell Jacoby, “Big Brains, Small Impact.” The Chronicle 
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• Actors react differently to critics’ reviews. After appearing 
in a play together, Charlton Heston and Sir Laurence Olivier 
received good and bad reviews. Mr. Heston said, “Well, I 
guess you’ve just got to forget the bad reviews.” Sir 
Laurence replied, “No, you’ve got to forget the good ones.” 
(Children’s book author Avi sometimes tells this anecdote; 
he is of course aware that authors get good and bad 
reviews.)72 

• Lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans found publishing her first 
book a real eye-opener. For one thing, an editor said that she 
used the punctuation mark known as the ellipsis (…) way 
too often. Ms. Orleans didn’t believe her until the editor took 
one of her articles and used a green highlighter to mark every 
ellipsis — making the article look like it had lain in a pool 
of antifreeze.73 

• Drama critic Robert Benchley knew the plays on Broadway 
very well. Occasionally, he would leave an unbearable play 
and go on a round of several plays, arriving just in time to 
stand in the back and watch a favorite scene, then moving on 
to arrive at another play just in time to watch a favorite scene, 
etc. Often, he would take a friend on one of these tours.74 

Death 

• Robert Louis Stevenson based the title characters of his Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde on William Brodie, a Scottish deacon 
and cabinetmaker in Edinburgh who led two lives. During 

 

of Higher Education. 11 January 2008 
<http://chronicle.com:80/free/v54/i18/18b00501.htm>. Section: The 
Chronicle Review. Volume 54, Issue 18, Page B5. 

72 Source: Margaret Speaker Yuan. Avi, p. 80. 
73 Source: Ellen Orleans, Still Can’t Keep a Straight Face, p. 26. 
74 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, p. 173. 
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the day, he was a respected citizen; at night, he was a thief 
and a blackguard. Eventually, he was caught and sentenced 
to be hung until dead. However, he made a plan for escaping 
the gallows. He placed a silver tube in his throat so that he 
could continue to breathe even while dangling from a rope. 
Also, he bribed the hangman to hang him with a short rope 
so that his neck would not break. Finally, he hired a French 
doctor to bring him to after the hanging. Unfortunately for 
him, his scheme didn’t work. The French doctor was unable 
to revive him, and Mr. Brodie’s dual career came to an end.75 

• While attending public school in a small town in Idaho, 
future young adult author Chris Crutcher was not a reader. 
One day, his teacher came into the classroom looking very 
sad, and she said that she had bad news. In a small town, 
when someone says they have bad news, it usually means 
that someone — probably someone you know — has died. 
The teacher then announced, “Robert Frost died yesterday.” 
Before thinking, Chris blurted out, “Good — he can’t write 
any more poems we have to read.” In response, his teacher 
smacked him on the head. (Corporal punishment was 
allowed in public schools back then.) That evening at the 
supper table, Chris’s father said, “I have some bad news. 
Robert Frost died yesterday.” This time, Chris said, “Oh, 
man. Bummer.”76 

• After the philosopher Socrates was found guilty by an 
Athenian court of doing such things as corrupting the youth 
of Athens, he was condemned to be executed by drinking 
poisonous hemlock. He did so, dying at age 70. Later, after 
Alexander the Great, the Macedonian conqueror of Athens, 
died, the Athenians rebelled against anyone who had been 

 
75 Source: Don L. Wulffson, Great Stories Behind Famous Books, pp. 
17-18. 
76 Source: Chris Crutcher, King of the Mild Frontier, pp. 140-141. 
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associated with Alexander. The philosopher Aristotle, a 
Macedonian and the author of such works as the Poetics and 
the Nicomachean Ethics, had been Alexander’s tutor when 
Alexander was young. Aristotle chose to go into exile, rather 
than staying in Athens, so he could prevent the Athenians 
from “sinning twice against philosophy.”77 

• F. Scott Fitzgerald was buried in the Rockville Union 
cemetery in Rockville, Maryland. He wanted to be buried at 
St. Mary’s Cemetery, but since he was not a practicing 
Catholic, his burial was not permitted there. Later, the 
Church changed its mind and allowed Mr. Fitzgerald to be 
buried at St. Mary’s. When Mr. Fitzgerald’s body was 
exhumed, the casket was opened to make sure it was his 
body. It was. He was wearing an instantly recognizable 
Brooks Brothers suit. The epitaph for Mr. Fitzgerald and his 
wife, Zelda, is taken from The Great Gatsby: “So we beat 
on, boats against the current, borne ceaselessly back into the 
past.”78 

• John Kennedy Toole wrote a book titled A Confederacy of 
Dunces about a young man fighting against the absurdity so 
often found in this world. Mr. Toole tried to get his comic 
novel published, but he was unsuccessful and finally 
committed suicide in despair. Eventually, his mother 
succeeded in getting the book published, and it won a 
Pulitzer Prize. The title of Mr. Toole’s novel comes from 
these lines by satirist Jonathan Swift: “When a true genius 

 
77 Source: Margaret J. Anderson and Karen F. Stephenson, Aristotle: 
Philosopher and Scientist, pp. 13-14. 
78 Source: Helen Chappell, The Chesapeake Book of the Dead, pp. 87-
88. 



 33 

appears in the world, you may know him by this sign, that 
the dunces are all in confederacy against him.”79 

• Obviously, writers consider writing important; otherwise, 
they would not do the hard work of writing. Julian Barnes, 
in his meditation on death titled Nothing to Be Frightened 
Of, tells a joke about a writer (himself) being told by his 
doctor that he is dying. The author asks how long he has left 
to live, and the doctor, understanding the question that lies 
behind the question that was specifically asked, replies, “I’d 
say about 200 pages — 250 pages if you are lucky or work 
fast.”80 

• Charles Dickens described Little Nell, a character that 
appeared in his novel The Little Curiosity Shop, as “a 
creature fresh from the hand of God.” Many, many people, 
including mature men, loved the character and were 
saddened when she, fictional though she was, died. Irish 
statesman Daniel O’Connell read the scene of Little Nell’s 
death while he was in a moving train, cried, “He should not 
have killed her!” — and threw the book out of a window .81 

• When Oscar Wilde was released from prison after serving 
two years, he went to Paris, where he saw a palm reader. She 
looked at his palm, inspected the line that indicated how long 
he would live, and then said, “By your line of life you died 
two years ago. I cannot explain the fact except by supposing 

 
79 Source: André Bernard, Now All We Need is a Title, p. 115. 

80 Source: Susannah Herbert, “Julian Barnes: not dead yet, just dying.” 
Sunday Times. 16 March 2008 
<http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/boo
ks/article3533651.ece>. 

81 Source: Donna Dailey, Charles Dickens, pp. 49, 57. 



 34 

that since then you have been living on the line of your 
imagination.”82 

• At the Players Club was a collection of plaster death masks, 
taken of the corpses of famous actors and playwrights, 
including Richard Brinsley Sheridan. An actress once said 
of Mr. Sheridan’s death mask, “Oh, he looks terrible.” Oliver 
Herford explained, “After all, my dear, he wasn’t very well 
when it was taken.”83 

• At Ferney, Voltaire had a church built. He also had a tomb 
for himself built, half in and half out of the church. That way, 
Voltaire explained, “The rascals will say that I’m neither in 
nor out.”84 

• While on his deathbed, Benjamin Disraeli carefully edited 
the proofs of one of his speeches, saying, “I will not go down 
to posterity talking bad grammar.”85 

Education 

• Children’s book author Barbara Park — creator of Junie B. 
Jones — got a college degree in teaching, but after some bad 
experiences in the classroom, she discovered very quickly 
that she did not want to teach. For example, when Barbara 
did her student teaching at a rural junior high school, the 
experienced teacher she was supposed to be assisting simply 
handed her a geography textbook and told her, “There you 
go — teach.” One day, when she was alone with the class, 
she decided to hold a geography bee, but she had not learned 

 
82 Source: Merlin Holland, The Wilde Album, p. 128. 
83 Source: Corey Ford, The Time of Laughter, p. 62. 
84 Source: Andre Maurois, “An Appreciation,” introduction to Voltaire, 
Candide, p. 2. 
85 Source: Lore and Maurice Cowan, The Wit of the Jews, p. 28. 
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how noisy a group of students can get when a competition is 
exciting. Eventually, an angry voice came from the intercom 
in the room, but Barbara decided to ignore it because she 
didn’t like talking to machinery instead of people — it took 
her years to go through her first drive-through at a fast-food 
restaurant. The voice kept demanding to talk to the 
classroom teacher, and eventually the students said, “Our 
teacher isn’t here.” (She really wasn’t; Barbara was just the 
classroom teacher’s student assistant.) After a lot of 
confusion, the voice of authority coming from the intercom 
told the students, “You’re being far too loud, so we’re 
sending a student teacher down there to take charge.” 
Barbara still could not bring herself to talk to machinery, so 
the students informed the voice of authority that they already 
had a student teacher: Barbara. Barbara doesn’t remember 
exactly what happened after that. (Apparently, the memory 
is too traumatic, so she has repressed it.) However, she did 
quickly stop teaching, and eventually she started writing for 
children — lovers of children’s literature definitely think she 
made a good trade of careers.86 

• Children’s book author Helen Lester started writing with a 
purpose at a very young age. When she was three years old, 
she wrote grocery lists for her mother. True, no one could 
read the lists except for young Helen, who could not read 
other kinds of writing, and true, when you looked at an 
upside-down list it looked much the way it did when it was 
right-side up; still, she was a world-champion grocery-list 
writer — something she continued to be until she started to 
go to school and learn to make letters. There, she ran into a 
slight problem. She was a mirror writer, and to read her 
writing her teacher had to hold it up to a mirror. However, 
eventually she conquered that problem, graduated from 

 
86 Source: Dennis Abrams, Barbara Park, pp. 31-33. 
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school, and became a teacher of second-grade children. 
When a friend told her that she should write a children’s 
book, she thought, “I spent ten years in second grade, so I 
know a child from a chicken. Maybe I should.” She did, and 
she became a published author, with a few mishaps such as 
the first time she sat at a desk so she could sign autographs, 
only to notice that a famous author at a desk next to her had 
a long line of people waiting to get an autograph whereas in 
front of her desk was a line consisting of exactly no people. 
(Still, Ms. Lester enjoys doing what she wants to do — write 
— and she gets published, so she is in a position that many, 
many people would like to be in. Plus, later the line in front 
of her desk became much longer.)87 

• In 1945, Erma Bombeck enrolled at Ohio University — an 
event that turned out to be disastrous for her. She received 
C’s and lower in her freshman writing course and the student 
newspaper would not let her write for it — even though Ms. 
Bombeck had worked professionally as a reporter. After the 
semester was over, Ms. Bombeck went to see a counselor, 
whom she told that she wanted to be a professional writer. 
The counselor looked at her grades, then told her not even to 
think about it. Fortunately, Ms. Bombeck withdrew from 
Ohio University and instead attended the University of 
Dayton, where she was encouraged to write and from which 
she graduated. Before she died in 1996, she had written 
several best-selling books and her humorous column was 
syndicated, appearing at one point in 900 newspapers three 
days a week. In addition, because an instructor at the 
University of Dayton had encouraged her by writing the note 
“You can write” on one of her papers, when she died she not 
only left the University of Dayton all of her papers, but she 
also left it a lot of money so it could hold a writers’ 

 
87 Source: Helen Lester, Author: A True Story, pp. 5-10, 12-15, 30-32. 
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conference annually. What is the name of the conference? It 
is called, “You can Write.”88 

• Laura Numeroff got her start writing and illustrating 
children’s books when she took a course called, of course, 
“Writing and Illustrating Children’s Books.” Children’s 
book writer and illustrator Barbara Bottner, who praised 
Laura’s first effort at writing and illustrating a children’s 
book, taught the course at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New 
York. Laura was so excited by the praise that she tried to get 
the book, Amy for Short, published. She says, “After four 
rejections, a big publisher bought my homework.” Her most 
famous book is probably If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, and 
she thought up the idea for the book on a long and boring car 
trip. She told her companion, “What if you gave a mouse a 
cookie?” She then added, “He’d probably want some milk to 
go with it.” She says, “I ended up telling the entire story from 
beginning to end. It’s the first time that ever happened, and 
it hasn’t happened since.”89 

• Basketball player Bill Bradley had a good senior year at 
Princeton, averaging 30.2 points per game and leading his 
team to the semifinals of the NCAA Championship 
Tournament. Princeton lost the semifinal game to Michigan, 
but in the consolation game, it earned third place in the 
tournament, with Mr. Bradley scoring a remarkable 58 
points. Afterward, he was named to many All-America 
teams and could have made many publicity appearances, but 

 
88 Source: Susan Edwards, Erma Bombeck, chapter 4. Also: Nick 
Claussen, “Prof’s book offers advice on how to chuckle in the face of 
rejection.” The Athens News. 15 October 2007 
<http://athensnews.com/index.php?action=viewarticle&section=news&
story_id=29544>. 

89 Source: Laura Numeroff, If You Give an Author a Pencil, pp. 11-12, 
15. 



 38 

he disappeared from public view for a while. Why? He was 
at a friend’s house writing his senior thesis — a 150-page 
paper on the 1940 U.S. Senatorial Campaign in Missouri, an 
election that was won by future President Harry S. Truman. 
By the way, Mr. Bradley — a Rhodes Scholar — wrote his 
autobiography, Life on the Run, himself instead of enlisting 
the services of a ghost writer.90 

• When Marshall McLuhan started teaching at the University 
of Toronto in Canada, some professors were opposed to him, 
including ASP Woodhouse, a Milton scholar, who said, 
“This is not the sort of person we want at this university.” 
Taking a graduate seminar taught by Professor McLuhan 
was Lennie Anderson, a man of great intelligence. Professor 
McLuhan gave him a B, a grade that Mr. Anderson protested 
in a letter. Professor McLuhan responded, “Oh, you were 
definitely the best. But an A from me in this university could 
mark you unfit. Keep your head down, assemble your 
credentials, get tenure. Then you can tell them all to go to 
hell.”91 

• Do great writers make great teachers? Not necessarily. 
Emily Brontë, author of Wuthering Heights, taught briefly at 
Law Hill School in Halifax, England. She preferred the 
school dog to any of her pupils — a fact that she told her 
students. Anne Brontë, author of Agnes Grey, got a job with 
the Ingham family as a governess, a position that requires 
teaching. The two Ingham children were so unruly that she 
ended up tying them to a table leg — something that Mrs. 

 
90 Source: Larry Bortstein, After Olympic Glory, pp. 178-179. 

91 Source: Jeet Heer, “Betty and Veronica: The Cultural Politics of 
Hair Colour.” 19 March 2008 
<http://sanseverything.wordpress.com/2008/03/19/betty-and-veronica-
the-cultural-politics-of-hair-colour/#more-289>. This anecdote appears 
in a response by Bob Rodgers to this article. 
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Ingham discovered when she checked up on her children. 
Charlotte Brontë, author of Jane Eyre, also got jobs as a 
governess. The adjectives she used to describe the children 
she taught in her job included “riotous, perverse, and 
unmanageable.”92 

• During Mary Beard’s first year studying classics at 
Newnham College, Cambridge, a male friend saw one of her 
essays that had been marked by a tutor, who had written, 
“This is very good; I think it would get a first.” The male 
friend was shocked and said, “You! Get a first!” Of course, 
a first is a top honor in Britain, and at the time — the mid-
1970s — lots of men thought that women were incapable of 
getting firsts, especially in a male-dominated field such as 
classics. She says, “From that moment, I was bloody 
determined to show them.” And she did show them, 
becoming a Cambridge professor and the author of many 
well-read books on the ancient world.93 

• Books can be a major source of information. This includes 
children’s books that are read primarily for pleasure. For 
example, Ann M. Martin wrote a Baby-Sitters Club book 
titled The Truth About Stacey, for which she did much 
research about juvenile diabetes. One young reader 
discovered that her symptoms matched those of Stacey, so 
she was tested and discovered that she had juvenile diabetes. 
Now that she knows she has the disease, she can take steps 
to manage it. Other young readers with juvenile diabetes 

 
92 Source: Karen Smith Kenyon, The Brontë Family: Passionate 
Literary Geniuses, pp. 43-46. 

93 Source: Paul Laity, “The dangerous don.” The Guardian. 10 
November 2007 
<http://books.guardian.co.uk/departments/classics/story/0,,2208457,00.
html>. 
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have written Ms. Martin to say that they use The Truth About 
Stacey to teach their friends about the disease.94 

• While E.B. White was attending Cornell, he took a 
composition course from William Strunk Jr., who wrote a 
short book that gave rules for writing. One of the rules was 
“Omit needless words.” This is a rule that Professor Strunk 
followed so rigorously that he sometimes seemed to have 
“shortchanged himself,” according to Mr. White; however, 
Professor Strunk solved the problem by saying everything 
three times. Therefore, when he lectured on brevity, he 
would tell his class, “Rule Seventeen. Omit needless words! 
Omit needless words! Omit needless words!”95 

• When children’s book author Barbara Park — creator of 
Junie B. Jones — was in high school, her mother worked as 
a secretary in Barbara’s high school library. This worked in 
Barbara’s favor one day when she realized that she had 
forgotten to read a book she had to write a report about. 
Barbara went to the high school librarian and asked for help. 
Since the librarian knew both Barbara and Barbara’s mother, 
the librarian gave Barbara enough information about the 
book that Barbara was able to write a book report that got a 
passing grade.96 

• While attending Vassar, Edna St. Vincent Millay 
occasionally got into trouble and was called into the office 
of Vassar President Henry Noble MacCracken, who disliked 
these “talks” because Ms. Millay would often get angry and 
frustrated, cry, then run out of the room. On one memorable 
visit to the President’s office, Ms. Millay cried so hard and 

 
94 Source: Marylou Morano Kjelle, Ann M. Martin, p. 102. 

95 Source: William Strunk Jr. and E.B. White, The Elements of Style, p. 
xv. 

96 Source: Dennis Abrams, Barbara Park, p. 20. 
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so long that she borrowed two handkerchiefs from Mr. 
MacCracken, returning them later to his wife with a note 
saying, “Tell him that I washed and ironed them myself.”97 

• Robrt L. Pela (yes, that is how he spells his first name) was 
a little weird when he was growing up. In 1972, Mrs. 
Newville, his 6th-grade writing teacher, read his composition 
book and wrote in it, “I’m sure you know there are certain 
subjects that are inappropriate to write about.” Mr. Pela 
writes that he cherishes that note. Mr. Pela grew up gay and 
wrote such books as Filthy: The Weird World of John 
Waters. Mr. Waters, aka the Prince of Puke, is the movie 
director of such cult gross-outs as Pink Flamingos.98 

• Some students are manipulative. For example, a student 
may cry instead of producing the work that is due. Germaine 
Greer, author of The Female Eunuch, has been a special 
lecturer and fellow at Newnham College, Cambridge. Ms. 
Greer says that this was her standard response to these 
manipulative, crying students: “Don’t you dare cry. I’m the 
one who should be crying. It’s my time and effort that’s 
being wasted.”99 

• When young people’s author Beverly Cleary was a child, 
she entered a contest in which the best essay about an animal 
would win $2. She won the $2, and she found out that she 
had been the only person to write and send in an essay. Ms. 
Cleary says, “This incident was one of the most valuable 

 
97 Source: Carolyn Daffron, Edna St. Vincent Millay, pp. 47-48. 

98 Source: Robrt L. Pela, Filthy: The Weird World of John Waters, p. xi. 

99 Source: Germaine Greer, “For Crying Out Loud.” The Guardian. 10 
January 2008 
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lessons in writing I ever learned. Try! Others will talk about 
writing but may never get around to trying.”100 

• In the 18th century, Richard Porson was Regius Professor 
of Greek at Cambridge University. During a discussion of 
Greek poetry with Greek historian John Gillies, Dr. Gillies 
said, “We know nothing of the Greek metres.” Dr. Porson 
replied, “If, Doctor, you will put your observation in the 
singular number, I believe it will be very accurate.”101 

• While at Trinity College, Dublin, Oscar Wilde read a 
poem, causing the class bully to sneer. This made Mr. Wilde 
angry, so he asked the bully to explain himself. Once again, 
the bully sneered. To settle the dispute, the two decided to 
fight. No one gave Wilde, who avoided competitive sports, 
a chance, but he soundly beat up the bully.102 

 
100 Source: Jennifer Peltak, Beverly Cleary, p. 29. 
101 Source: Kenneth Williams, Acid Drops, p. 44. 
102 Source: Merlin Holland, The Wilde Album, pp. 29-30. 
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Chapter 3: From Fans to Letters 

Fans 

• When young people’s author Robert Cormier wrote I Am 
the Cheese, he included a telephone number. He realized that 
some readers of the novel would call that number, and 
because he didn’t want anyone else to be bothered, he 
decided to use his own telephone number in his novel. In 
1987, ten years after the novel had been published, Mr. 
Cormier said that many, many young people have called his 
number — at least one per day. He became long-time friends 
with many of the callers, and he said that absolutely none of 
the calls were abusive. In ten years, he had never received an 
obscene call, a wise-guy call, or a middle-of-the-night call. 
This he correctly pointed out is a tribute to his young 
readers.103 

• What fans say to start conversations with famous authors 
can be interesting. At a book fair, a fan approached British 
crime novelist Val McDermid and told her, “Do you know 
that from behind you look just like Jacques Derrida?” Of 
course, crime novelists have other kinds of interesting 
experiences. While doing research for one of her crime 
books, Ms. McDermid visited a museum with exhibits of 
medieval implements of torture. She says, “The thing that 
freaked me out was not the damage they could do but the fact 
that they were beautifully made. That is what made the hairs 
stand up on the back of my head — that people had taken the 
time to make these things beautiful.”104 

 
103 Source: Margaret O. Hyde, Robert Cormier, p. 43. Also: Deborah 
Kovacs, Meet the Authors, p. 20. 

104 Source: Julie Bindel, ‘I start my day in a condition of rage.’ The 
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<http://books.guardian.co.uk/departments/crime/story/0,,2150615,00.ht



 44 

• J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter books have been extremely 
popular with children. In fact, when Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban was first released for sale in Great 
Britain on July 8, 1999, the publisher, Bloomsbury 
Publishing, ordered that the book not be sold until 3:45 p.m. 
— after school had been let out. Otherwise, Bloomsbury 
Publishing was afraid that children would skip school in 
order to buy the book.105 

Fathers 

• At age 12, young people’s author Peg Kehret got polio, and 
when she started to recover from the paralysis, part of her 
therapy involved learning to play the accordion because 
playing it exercises arm muscles that she needed to exercise. 
Peg’s father was enthusiastic about her learning to play the 
accordion, although she wasn’t. Because her father told her 
that she would learn quickly to play the accordion, she told 
him, “Why don’t you play it, if you think it’s so easy?” Her 
father replied, “All right. I will.” He borrowed the accordion, 
but unfortunately he could only make a few squeaks and 
squawks with it, along with just a few notes that sounded like 
“The Beer Barrel Polka.” Peg and her roommates, all of 
whom also had polio, booed and covered their ears. 
However, her father promised to try to play the accordion the 
following week, when he would visit her again. This time, 
although Peg and her roommates were prepared to boo and 
cover their ears, her father flawlessly played “The Beer 
Barrel Polka.” Of course, he had rented an accordion from a 
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music store and played it until midnight each night to learn 
to play flawlessly that one song for his daughter.106 

• While author Robert Parsons was on holiday in St. Lucia, 
an island in the Caribbean, he and his family ate dinner at a 
buffet restaurant. Unfortunately, three English teenagers 
were seated nearby, and they were using the f-word. Because 
Mr. Parsons’ daughter was young enough to be reading 
books such as My Little Pony, he went over to the teenagers 
and told them to stop using foul language. They stopped. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Parsons’ wife told him later that the 
teenagers’ language had been foul, but his language when 
telling them to shut up had been fouler. Of course, telling 
three teenagers who could easily beat him up to shut up may 
be dangerous, but Mr. Parsons says that he has done 
something even more dangerous: taking drugs with the Clash 
and the Sex Pistols. By the way, Mr. Parsons is learning 
Japanese, a language that his wife and his daughter know 
well. As of early 2008, he had learned enough Japanese that 
his young daughter no longer laughed at him, and he says 
that he is able to read Tokyo street signs — “as long as they 
say ‘sushi.’”107 

• Anthony Horowitz, author of the popular Alex Rider series 
of children’s books about a teenage spy, grew up in an 
unusual family. His father was wealthy, but old fashioned 
and strict. The author says that when he was a kid, he had to 
“sing” for his supper. He didn’t literally have to sing, but he 
did have to be an entertaining and witty conversationalist. 
He says, “If I were insufficiently entertaining, I’d be 

 
106 Source: Peg Kehret, Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio, pp. 119-123. 

107 Source: Robert Crampton, “Great leap forward.” The Times. 16 
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summarily dismissed.” His mother was a socialite who told 
him horror stories. He once asked her to give him a human 
skull, and for his 13th birthday, she did. Today, that skull 
rests on his desk. Unfortunately, his father seems to have 
been on the fringes of legality, and the family lost all of its 
money because his father, in financial difficulty, moved all 
of their money to a secret bank account, then died without 
having told anybody where the secret bank account was 
located or under which fictitious name it had been 
established. This meant that the author’s mother went from 
being a rich society lady to working as a company secretary. 
However, the author says that the last 10 years of her life 
were among the happiest of her life, despite her lack of 
money.108 

• Alice Walker’s father, Willie Lee, wanted her to tell the 
truth. One day when she was a small child, she broke a fruit 
jar — a terrible thing for a young child to do. Her father 
asked her if she was the one who had broken the fruit jar. 
Young Alice hesitated, wondering if she should tell the truth 
and take her punishment or lie and try to get out of being 
punished. She made her decision, and she admitted that she 
had broken the fruit jar. Her father was so pleased that she 
had told the truth that he did not punish her; instead, he gave 
her a hug. As an adult Ms. Walker says, “It was at that 
moment that I resolved to take my chances with the truth.”109 

• Children’s book author Jane Yolen’s 22nd birthday was 
special. On that day, Pirates in Petticoats, her first book, was 
accepted for publication. She ran to her father to tell him, 
and he celebrated by buying alcoholic drinks for everyone 

 
108 Source: Dennis Abrams, Anthony Horowitz, pp. 20-22, 30, 92. 
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— except Jane. She was his little girl, and so, even though 
she was 22 years old, he bought her a Coke.110 

Food 

• Michael Pollen has written The Omnivore’s Dilemma and 
In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto, two very popular 
books about food. In them, he criticizes processed food and 
recommends that people follow this advice: “Eat food. Not 
too much. Mostly plants.” (By “food,” he means real, not 
processed, food.) Of course, he has been interviewed many 
times, sometimes at his home, and occasionally journalists 
and photographers have looked inside his refrigerator and 
pantry — with or without permission — to see what he eats. 
Once, a photographer arrived for the interview 20 minutes 
early. Mr. Pollen remembers, “He said, ‘I’ll just wait in the 
kitchen,’ and when I walked into the house, there he was, 
going through the fridge, deciding whether he wanted to 
photograph it. And he may well have taken pictures of it.” 
Apparently, these snoopy reporters and photographers are 
trying to find where Mr. Pollen hides the Oreos. Mr. Pollen 
does admit that some foods found in his home are not going 
to be health enhancing, but he explains, “I’m not the only 
person who lives in this house. I have a son, and he brings in 
a certain amount of contraband, and I don’t dictate to my 
family if they want to eat other stuff. And, you know, I’m 
not a zealot … we all lapse, and there will always be junk 
foods we have a weakness for. It seems to me that, if that’s 
all it is, that’s fine. It’s really just eating that stuff every day 
that you get into trouble.”111 

 
110 Source: Carolyn Carpan, Jane Yolen, pp. 34-35. 

111 Source: Ben Waterhouse, “Michael Pollan’s Manifesto.” Willamette 
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• On summer weekends, the family of William Sleator, who 
grew up to write novels for young adults, often went on float 
trips down a river in the Ozarks. Once, a student of William’s 
father came on the trip, bringing some fried chicken that was 
loosely wrapped in waxed paper and placed in a wicker 
basket. Everybody ate the fried chicken on Sunday — until 
William’s father held up a white grub that he had found 
under the skin of his piece of fried chicken. William’s father 
explained that flies had easily gotten to the chicken through 
the wicker basket and waxed paper and had laid their eggs 
on the chicken. The eggs had hatched and now little white 
grubs were crawling around. Of course, William’s father 
pointed out that the grubs were harmless and actually a good 
source of protein, but everyone stopped eating the chicken 
— except for William’s father, who enjoyed a very large 
lunch.112 

• Beatrix Potter, creator of Peter Cottontail, loved animals, 
but she did use them for meat. Some Girl Guides (the British 
equivalent of Girl Scouts) once camped on her land. She 
thought that they looked very thin and perhaps malnourished 
because of food shortages during World War II, so she had 
a sheep slaughtered so that they could eat meat. Ms. Potter 
was fortunate that she lived on a farm during the war and that 
she had fans all over the world — fans who sent her scarce 
kinds of food, such as lemon juice. She also raised rabbits on 
her land because she was afraid that during World War II she 
would not be able to buy food for her dogs. Ms. Potter did 
care for her animals. She once spent a cold and wet 
November day gathering acorns so that she could give a treat 
to her pigs.113 

 
112 Source: William Sleator, Oddballs, pp. 116-118. 

113 Source: Margaret Speaker Yuan, Beatrix Potter, pp. 33, 81, 92. 
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• In his book Roughing It, Mark Twain tells a story that was 
old in 1872. A traveler sat down at a table on which was 
nothing but mackerel and mustard. The traveler asked, “Is 
that all there is?” The landlord replied, “All! Why, thunder 
and lightning, I should think there was mackerel enough 
there for six people.” The traveler said, “But I don’t like 
mackerel.” The landlord was silent a moment, then said, “Oh 
— then help yourself to the mustard.”114 

• Marion Zimmer Bradley, along with such people as Ann 
Bannon and Patricia Highsmith, got her start as an author by 
writing lesbian pulp fiction. As you may expect, times were 
sometimes rough as these people sought to establish careers 
as writers. Ms. Bannon remembers that one of Ms. Bradley’s 
meals consisted of crackers, heated-up ketchup, and salt and 
pepper.115 

• A man once asked Mark Twain if he had caught any fish 
lately. Mr. Twain said that he had caught 12 trout the day 
before. Hearing this, the man said, “Obviously, you don’t 
know who I am. I am a game warden, and the season for 
catching trout is over.” Mr. Twain replied, “Obviously, you 
don’t know who I am. I am the biggest liar in the world.”116 

• When Yoshiko Uchida, author of Journey to Topaz, was a 
little girl, she visited her grandmother, who never let any 
food go to waste. Soon, young Yoshiko got into the same 
habit. When her grandmother offered her a choice of fruit — 
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a banana or a peach, for example — Yoshiko would ask, 
“Which one’s spoiling?” Then she would eat that fruit.117 

Gays and Lesbians 

• Marion Dane Bauer once invited fellow young adult 
writers to submit short stories for a book about gay 
teenagers. Bruce Coville wrote “Am I Blue?” — which 
became the title story of the book, whose full title is Am I 
Blue? Coming Out from the Silence. Mr. Coville is a happily 
married heterosexual, and his story is about a narrator who 
is beaten up by the school bully, Butch, because Butch thinks 
that the narrator is gay. An effeminate fairy godfather named 
Melvin visits the narrator and gives him the power of seeing 
whether someone is gay. A person who is totally gay will be 
dark blue, and a person who is wondering if he or she is gay 
will be light blue. The narrator’s skin is light blue, and as he 
looks around he sees that a man whom everyone “knows” is 
straight is dark blue and he sees that a woman whom 
everyone “knows” is a lesbian is not blue at all. When the 
narrator looks at Butch, he sees that Butch is dark blue.118 

• Buffy Summers, the lead character of Buffy the Vampire 
Slayer, made headlines, including in the New York Times, 
when she slept with a lesbian in a comic-book story in 2008, 
although Buffy creator and writer Josh Whedon says that 
Buffy is not lesbian, but only experimenting. Of course, the 
Buffy character Willow is lesbian, and Mr. Whedon has long 
been a friend of the gay and lesbian community. When 
Willow came out as lesbian in the TV series, a homophobic 
former fan posted a message on the Internet saying that he 
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would never watch the show again. Mr. Whedon responded, 
“We’ll miss you.”119 

Good Deeds 

• In 1949, at age 12, young people’s author Peg Kehret got 
polio, and she spent a lot of time in hospitals. Her parents 
visited her, and they met her roommates, including one girl 
named Alice who had lived at the hospital for 10 years, ever 
since she had gotten polio at age three. Alice’s parents could 
not afford to take care of her, and so she had become a ward 
of the state. Alice very seldom got visitors, but fortunately 
Peg’s parents often visited her, and they promised to bring 
treats to the other girls as well as to her. Peg’s parents asked 
the other girls what they wanted, and they wanted such 
things as marshmallows and candy and comic books. Alice 
did not respond to the request for a treat, and Peg realized 
that Alice had lived in the hospital for so long that she didn’t 
know about many things that children considered to be 
treats. Some of Peg’s roommates also joked that fellow polio 
victim and roommate Dorothy wanted a tall, dark, handsome 
young man. The following week Peg’s parents returned with 
the treats, including a pink lipstick for Alice. As for Dorothy, 
Peg’s tall, dark-haired, handsome, 18-year-old brother (he 
had recently been voted Campus Dreamboat by a sorority) 
paid her a special visit and gave her some licorice.120 

• In Holland, Miep and Jan Gies hid Jews from the Nazis. To 
get the food necessary to feed so many people, they made 
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many trips to different stores, where they purchased small 
amounts of food because they were afraid to draw attention 
to themselves by purchasing a large amount of food all at 
once. However, a grocer saw how much food they were 
buying, so he began to give them extra vegetables. Later, 
they discovered why the grocer was so helpful to them. He 
also was hiding Jews, and unfortunately, he was caught and 
arrested. The Jews that Miep and Jan Gies were hiding were 
also discovered and taken away to concentration camps — 
only Otto Frank survived. Miep and Jan Gies gave him the 
diary of Anne, his daughter, which they had saved. He had it 
published, and The Diary of Anne Frank became an 
international best seller.121 

• After the death of her husband, Fred “Sonic” Smith, punk 
rocker Patti Smith was understandably devastated. One 
person who helped her to move on was Beat poet Allen 
Ginsberg, who telephoned her and advised, “Let go of the 
spirit of the departed and continue your life’s celebration.” 
He felt that performing would be good for her and invited 
her to go with him to Ann Arbor to read their poetry at a 
benefit to raise money for the Jewel Heart, a Tibetan 
Buddhist organization. Before extending the invitation to 
Ms. Smith, Mr. Ginsberg had already sold out all 4,000 seats 
available, so he wasn’t inviting Ms. Smith to perform so he 
could get a big audience; instead, his invitation was one of 
compassion and generosity.122 

• When African-American author James Baldwin was 
growing up, a white teacher named Orilla “Bill” Miller 
encouraged him by taking him to plays and movies. And 
when young James’ adoptive father, David Baldwin, had a 
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hard time getting work, Ms. Miller helped in a big way by 
giving the Baldwin family gifts of such necessities as food. 
In part because of Ms. Miller, James did not fall into the trap 
of hating all white people. A grown-up James Baldwin once 
said, “It is certainly partly because of her that I never really 
managed to hate white people.”123 

• As a little girl, Emma Lazarus was given a good education, 
but because her parents were wealthy, she learned little about 
lower-class people. After seeing her parents give money to a 
woman, she asked why they had done that. They explained 
that the woman was poor, and young Emma, not 
understanding, had to ask them what the word “poor” meant. 
Later, the adult Ms. Lazarus became a champion of poor 
people. Her poem “The New Colossus” graces the base of 
the Statue of Liberty.124 

• Novelists can be brave. When Charles Dickens was 53 
years old, he was traveling by train when the engineer 
received a wrong signal and crashed. Mr. Dickens’ train car 
teetered above some wrecked train cars that were lying in a 
ravine. Mr. Dickens was able to get out and help some of the 
injured by bringing them water, and later, when he 
remembered that he had left the manuscript of his book Our 
Mutual Friend in the teetering train car, he climbed back in 
and retrieved it.125 

• When Yousuf Karsh set up an appointment to take Norman 
Mailer’s photograph, he was warned that the author of The 
Naked and the Dead was someone to be feared: an enfant 
terrible. However, he found Mr. Mailer to be a very warm 
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person. After the photography session was over, Mr. Mailer 
even drove his car in front of Mr. Karsh’s car for several 
miles so that Mr. Karsh would be sure to take the correct 
road back to New York City.126 

• William Weightman, a curate and a friend to the family of 
the Brontës — including Charlotte, author of Jane Eyre; 
Emily, author of Wuthering Weights; and Anne, author of 
Agnes Grey — was a kind man. He discovered that none of 
the three women had ever received a valentine, so he wrote 
a poem and made a card for each sister. To mail them, he 
walked 10 miles!127 

Happiness 

• When gay author Michael Thomas Ford was invited to his 
high school reunion, he thought about how miserable his 
classmates had made him feel as the class queer, and he 
wrote back, “Michael Thomas Ford is very proud to 
announce that he is still queer, despite the best attempts of 
his schoolmates to convince him that it is an unacceptable 
lifestyle. He would also like to take this opportunity to tell 
everyone he went to school with that he is happier, more 
successful, and a great deal more attractive than they are.”128 

• Author Dory Previn used to drive around at night and look 
at houses with brightly lit windows. She always told herself 
about anyone who lived in one of these houses, “That person 
has found the secret to happiness.” One day, she got lost and 
she saw a house with a brightly lit window. Again, she told 
herself about the resident, “That person has found the secret 
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to happiness.” When she got closer, she recognized the 
house — she lived in it.129 

Husbands and Wives 

• C.S. Lewis’ wife, Joy, could be very plain spoken. For 
example, at an Oxford faculty lunch, Joy did not know where 
the ladies room was, so she asked, “Is there anywhere in this 
monastic establishment where a lady can relieve herself?” 
Another example: She died of cancer, and she once said that 
she had “so many cancers at work that I expect them to start 
organizing a union.” Her husband knew that he also had not 
much longer to live, and he asked her to meet him — if it 
were allowed — when he died. She replied, “Allowed? 
Heaven would have a job to hold me; and as for Hell, I’d 
break it into bits.” Before she died, she spoke comfortingly 
to her husband with her last words: “I am at peace with God. 
You have made me happy.”130 

• Being the wife of someone famous can be difficult. Mr. and 
Mrs. John Steinbeck were at a party when movie actress Zsa 
Zsa Gabor swept in, recognized the famous author, came 
over to him, and said, “You are the one man I have wanted 
to meet for oh, so long!” She then proceeded to talk to Mr. 
Steinbeck and to ignore Mrs. Steinbeck. Finally, no longer 
able to stand it, Mrs. Steinbeck inserted herself into the space 
between Ms. Gabor and her husband, and she said, “I am 
Mrs. Steinbeck.” Ms. Gabor thereafter focused her attention 
on someone other than Mrs. Steinbeck’s husband.131 

• Novelist Walter Tevis (author of The Hustler, The Color of 
Money, and The Man Who Fell to Earth) occasionally fooled 
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around with oil paints. One night, he created a painting on 
the kitchen wall of Mount Rushmore — but the faces on the 
mountain were of himself, his wife, and their two children. 
His wife told him, “This painting has got to go” — and she 
made him paint over it.132 

• H.L. Mencken once told a group of friends at a party, 
“When I was a youngster in Baltimore, the girls in the 
sporting houses used to call me Professor.” His host’s wife, 
Betty Compson, looked at him closely, then joked, “I 
thought your face was familiar.”133 

Inspiration 

• David Jenkins has twice been used as a character in a book, 
including a character who is balding, portly, and American 
in The Paradise Trail by his friend Duncan Campbell, 
although Mr. Jenkins had a full head of flowing locks, a flat 
stomach, and a Welsh heritage — a heritage he still has. 
Therefore, Mr. Jenkins asks, “But however grand a role you 
play in however important a book, does it encapsulate the 
real person?” For example, Hubert Duggan is a real person 
who appears (under names other than his own) in two 
important novels: A Dance to the Music of Time by Anthony 
Powell, and Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh. In A 
Dance to the Music of Time, he is “dashing but doomed.” 
And Mr. Waugh helped Mr. Duggan return to the Catholic 
faith when Mr. Duggan was on his deathbed, a scene that 
appears in Brideshead Revisited. It seems that Mr. Duggan 
must be inspiring, as he inspired two novelists to write about 
him. So what was he like in real life? The late 6th Marquess 
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of Bath, who knew Mr. Duggan well, says, “He was the most 
boring man I met in my entire life.”134 

• Brian Garfield is the author of Death Wish, a novel about a 
man who becomes a vigilante after hoodlums rape his 
daughter and murder his wife. It became a very popular film 
starring Charles Bronson, who also starred in four sequels. 
Mr. Garfield got the idea for the novel after discovering that 
someone had used a knife to slash the canvas top of his 
convertible. The night was cold, he had a two- or three-hour 
drive home, and as he drove, he was thinking, “I’ll kill the 
son of a b*tch.” Mr. Garfield says, “Of course by the time I 
got home and thawed out, I realized the vandal must have 
had a strong sharp knife (convertible-top canvas is a very 
tough fabric to cut) and in reality I didn’t want to be 
anywhere near him. But then came the thought: What if a 
person had that kind of experience and got mad and never 
came out of it?” Writing the novel came easy to him — it 
took two weeks. Mr. Garfield jokes, “Several alleged friends 
asked, ‘What took so long?’”135 

• When he was a young boy, Samuel Langhorne Clemens 
saw a piece of paper flying down the street. He chased after 
it, caught it, and discovered that the page came from a 
biography of Joan of Arc. He asked his brother who she was, 
discovered that she was a French heroine who had died by 
being burned at the stake, and started reading as much as he 
could about her. As an adult, he wrote a book titled Personal 
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Recollections of Joan of Arc, using his world-famous 
pseudonym, Mark Twain.136 

Insults 

• An Irishwoman asked William Makepeace Thackeray for 
alms. He put his hand in his pocket and she said, “May the 
blessing of God follow you all your life” — but when she 
saw that Mr. Thackeray was taking only his snuff box out of 
his pocket, she added, “and never overtake you!”137 

• Jonathan Swift was walking along a narrow pathway when 
he met a young man who stood in the middle of the pathway. 
The young man sneered at Dean Swift and said, “I never get 
out of the way of fools.” Dean Swift replied, “I always do,” 
and walked around the young man.138 

Language 

• According to Mem Fox, the Australian author of the 
children’s book Possum Magic, Americans don’t swear as 
much as Australians do. In an American elementary 
classroom, Mem was talking about her writing process, 
saying that her first drafts were “crappy,” but she didn’t give 
a “damn” because she knew that she could rewrite the first 
draft and make it better. Hearing these two words, the 
shocked schoolchildren covered their mouths with their 
hands and looked at their teacher to see how she would react. 
Mem’s reaction was to blush, knowing as she did that she 
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could have used two words much worse than the two she did 
use.139 

• Bonnie Ruberg wrote about cybersex in a column for the 
Village Voice. After she got a Macintosh computer with a 
built-in camera, she took some photographs of her naked self 
and showed them to a male online friend, who praised her 
body but wrote this rather odd comment: “I really like your 
breasts. They look so light and fluffy.” Ms. Ruberg writes, 
“Light and fluffy? Those are adjectives I use to describe 
scrambled eggs, not breasts. … Ever since, breakfast hasn’t 
been quite the same.”140 

• Mark Twain was a true original. He lived for years in 
Hartford, Connecticut, whose most learned citizen was J. 
Hammond Trumbull. Mr. Twain was very impressed by him 
because he knew how to use profanity in 27 languages. By 
the way, while Mr. Twain was living in Hartford, he attended 
a baseball game at which a boy stole his umbrella. Mr. Twain 
offered two rewards: $5 for the umbrella, and $200 for the 
boy’s corpse.141 

• When they were children, young people’s author William 
Sleator and Vicky, his sister, had a sandbox in the backyard. 
Unfortunately, the sandbox was very attractive to cats and 
dogs for a very unattractive reason. One day, a lady visited 
and told the children, “Oh, what a lovely sand pile you two 
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children have to play in!” Five-year-old Vicky replied, 
“That’s not a sand pile. It’s a sh*t pit.”142 

Letters 

• Many, many readers have loved Anne Shirley, the 
outspoken young red-haired orphan who speaks her mind 
and comes to live with the elderly Marilla and Mathew 
Cuthbert on Prince Edward Island in Canada in the novel 
Anne of Green Gables — and in many other novels. Of 
course, many, many readers have sent letters to Ms. 
Montgomery — and to Anne Shirley. A letter that was 
addressed to “Miss Anne Shirley c/o Miss Marilla Cuthbert, 
Avonlea, P.E.I., Canada, Ontario,” made its way to Ms. 
Montgomery. Another letter came from Mark Twain, author 
of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, who told her that Anne 
was “the dearest and most lovable child in fiction since the 
immortal Alice [in Wonderland].”143 

• As you would expect, Noel Coward was witty in real life. 
Lawrence of Arabia once included his full Royal Air Force 
number at the head of a letter to him. Mr. Coward wrote 
back, “Dear 338171 (May I call you 338?)….” Mr. Coward 
also signed many letters in very friendly ways — two 
examples are “Love and mad mad kisses” and “Love, love, 
love, love, love.” By the way, in a review of On The Letters 
of Noël Coward, edited and with commentary by Barry Day, 
Daniel Mendelsohn wrote that Mr. Coward’s philosophy of 
living “prized above all the importance of snatching 
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happiness in a world filled with emotional confusion 
imposed from without and exploding from within….”144 

• When Dr. Benjamin Spock was asked in 1943 to write a 
baby- and child-care book, he agreed, believing that he had 
the necessary skill to write such a book. One reason he had 
this skill was because his mother made him and his siblings 
write letters to her while they were away from home 
attending school. Dr. Spock explained, “My mother always 
made us write letters from school twice a week, and she 
would get angry if the letters were too short. I was 
accustomed to writing, so I enjoyed doing the book very 
much.” Of course, the Dr. Spock baby book — The Common 
Sense Book of Baby and Child Care — sold millions of 
copies and made him famous.145 

• Frank Crowninshield, editor of Vanity Fair, was a perfect 
gentleman. According to one writer, “Even his letters of 
rejection were so complimentary that they had to be read 
twice to discover whether he was making a nomination for 
the Pulitzer Prize or expressing regret.” For example, writer 
Paul Gallico once received this rejection notice from Mr. 
Crowninshield. “My dear Paul, this is superb. A little 
masterpiece! What color! What life! How beautifully you 
have phrased it all! A veritable gem! — Why don’t you take 
it around to Harper’s Bazaar?”146 

• Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., author of Slaughterhouse-Five, 
received a letter from an Indiana high-school student who 
boiled down the message of Mr. Vonnegut’s books to this 
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maxim: “Love may fail, but courtesy will prevail.” Mr. 
Vonnegut was pleased with the maxim and wrote in the 
preface of his novel Jailbird, “I am now in the abashed 
condition … of realizing that I needn’t have bothered to 
write several books. A seven-word telegram would have 
done the job. Seriously.”147 

• Perhaps the most shocking letter that Judy Blume, an often-
censored and often-challenged author of books for young 
people, ever received came from a nine-year-old who 
criticized her for writing about Jewish angels in Starring 
Sally J. Friedman as Herself. The letter was addressed to 
Jewdy Blume.148 

• The first fan letter that J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry 
Potter books, received came from Francesca Gray. The letter 
began, “Dear Sir ….” Since then, Francesca and Ms. 
Rowling have met, and Francesca has realized her mistake.149 
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Chapter 4: From Libraries to Politics 

Libraries 

• The ancient city of Alexandria had an excellent and 
important library composed of papyrus scrolls. Whenever 
ships entered the harbor, they were searched for books that 
could be copied and added to the library. King Ptolemy I 
even gave the city of Athens 15 talents in gold — a HUGE 
sum of money — as a deposit so he could borrow the city’s 
collection of plays. The deal was that the gold would be 
returned after the Alexandrian librarians had copied the 
manuscripts and safely returned them. However, King 
Ptolemy I decided to keep the original manuscripts and gave 
the city of Athens the copies, thus forfeiting the 15 talents in 
gold.150 

• Malcolm Glenn Wyer was a librarian who was interested 
in expanding his library’s holdings in the field of 
aeronautics. Therefore, in 1940, he asked Maggs Brothers, a 
London book-dealing firm, to ship a collection of 
aeronautical books to the Denver [Colorado] Public Library, 
where they could be inspected, and if found suitable, 
purchased. Maggs Brothers agreed and sent the requested 
books. Later, Mr. Wyer received a letter from Maggs 
Brothers, saying that the day after the books had been sent, 
the warehouse where they had been stored was destroyed by 
Nazi bombs.151 

• As a child, Newbery Medal-winning children’s book 
author Lois Lowry often visited the library twice in one day, 
returning the books she had checked out, then read earlier 
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that day. When the librarian told her that she shouldn’t 
borrow, then return books the same day, young Lois started 
taking out thicker books.152 

Media 

• In the late 1980s, two Village Voice writers had a 
disagreement. Nat Hentoff had written something about 
abortion that upset Allen Barra, and Mr. Barra criticized Mr. 
Hentoff in a letter to the editor that used the word “fascist” 
frequently. Mr. Barra was so angry at Mr. Hentoff that he 
didn’t even ask the jazz enthusiast if he had heard any good 
jazz albums recently. Not long after, Mr. Barra received a 
reply from Mr. Hentoff in his Village Voice mail slot. Mr. 
Hentoff had placed there a very good jazz album by Pee Wee 
Russell. In addition, he left a note: “Hey, give me a break. 
You may need it yourself someday. P.S. Listen to this. It 
might clear your head out.” Mr. Barra, with tongue in cheek 
(and in check), wrote a couple of decades later about Mr. 
Hentoff, only without the use of the asterisk, “What an 
*sshole. Instead of jumping into the argument with pettiness 
and personal acrimony, he sought to create a dialogue with 
reason, tolerance, and jazz. What can you do with a guy like 
that?” Mr. Hentoff, of course, is not afraid to express his 
opinions, even when many or most people disagree with 
them. And he does not feel obligated to toe a knee-jerk 
liberal line. In fact, he once told a Village Voice editor, 
“When I want your opinion, I’ll ask Tom Hayden for it.”153 

• In 1953, 16-year-old high school student Shirlie Blaney got 
what many, many journalists wanted: an exclusive interview 
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with the reclusive J.D. Salinger, author of Catcher in the 
Rye. Getting the interview wasn’t that hard. Mr. Salinger was 
friendly with the students in Windsor, Vermont, and Shirlie 
simply asked for the interview. However, the editor of the 
Windsor Eagle, knowing that the high school student had 
gotten a major coup, decided not to run the interview on the 
high school page, but instead ran it prominently on the op-
ed page. Mr. Salinger’s friendship with the high school 
students ended.154 

• An editor for the Washington Post called lesbian humorist 
Ellen Orleans, who lives in Colorado, to get permission to 
reprint one of her essays. Ms. Orleans waited until she hung 
up the telephone to go berserk and scream out the window: 
“That was the Washington Post. That’s the W-A-S-H-I-N-G-
T-O-N — not Denver — Post. They like my writing. They’re 
even paying me real money for it!”155 

• When H. Allen Smith was a young newspaper reporter, he 
worked at the United Press, which had offices in the Daily 
News building in New York. He and a friend, Henry 
McLemore, decided to make things interesting for 
bystanders by taking turns running through the lobby and 
screaming at the top of their lungs, “Gangway! Scoop! 
Scoop! Scoop!”156 

Mishaps 

• Monica Dickens is the great-granddaughter of novelist 
Charles Dickens. (He died in 1870; she was born in 1915.) 
Because she was bored with the rounds of debutante balls, 
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she decided to go into service — that is, she hired herself out 
as a cook/maid to people of her own social class. Her 18 
months working as a servant resulted in one of her delightful 
autobiographies, One Pair of Hands, which was published 
in 1939 and which includes many anecdotes. On one 
occasion when Monica Dickens was serving drinks at an 
employer’s party, she heard one gentleman ask another, 
“What station does one go from for Portsmouth?” Of course, 
as a servant, Ms. Dickens was supposed to be seen and not 
heard, but without thinking, she “answered automatically, 
‘Waterloo.’ I was horrified, and they were a little startled, 
but being perfect gentlemen they smiled politely and said 
‘Thank you.’”157 

• As you would expect, Carson McCullers read deeply. 
When she was a child, she was sent to buy groceries at a time 
she was engrossed in reading short stories by Katherine 
Mansfield. She read the stories at the grocery store counter, 
and she read the stories under the street lamp outside the 
grocery store. Once she was so engrossed in a work by 
Dostoevsky that she didn’t notice that her house was on fire. 
And when she was working a day job as a bookkeeper, she 
was fired because she read Proust on company time. Carson 
also formed crushes on other people, including writers. At 
Yaddo, a writers’ colony, she used to curl up outside the door 
of Katherine Anne Porter’s cabin, hoping to make Ms. Porter 
pay attention to her when she finally opened the door. 
Instead, Ms. Porter pretended that Carson wasn’t there and 
stepped over her and went wherever she needed to go.158 
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• Some famous writers have notoriously bad handwriting — 
a major problem for editors attempting to provide scholarly 
editions of the writers’ letters, journals, and notebooks. 
Unintentional errors, of course, occur in this attempt. Walter 
Harding, the founding editor of the Thoreau Edition, 
believed that Henry David Thoreau, author of Walden, had 
used the word “Ecology” in an 1850s letter. If so, this would 
have been the word’s first-ever recorded use, with its 
second-ever recorded use occurring eight years later. In fact, 
the Oxford English Dictionary changed its entry on 
“ecology” to include Mr. Thoreau’s alleged use of the word. 
Unfortunately, when Mr. Harding reexamined the letter and 
related documents, he discovered that what he had thought 
was a capital E was actually a capital G. Mr. Thoreau had 
not written “Ecology” — he had written “Geology.”159 

• As you would expect, children’s author/illustrator Shel 
Silverstein, creator of The Giving Tree and Where the 
Sidewalk Ends, had some interesting experiences. While Mr. 
Silverstein worked for The Torch, the monthly school 
newspaper of Roosevelt University in Chicago, his boss 
once paid him not with money, but with a typewriter. And 
while he served in the Army during the Korean Way, he once 
got in trouble with his superior officers because the socks he 
was wearing with his uniform weren’t regulation issue — 
they were argyle.160 

• An amusing error appears in Alexander Theroux’s short 
biography of Edward Gorey, printed by Fantagraphics. At 
the bottom of p. 14, Mr. Theroux writes that Mr. Gorey 
“never sent thank-you notes.” However, at the top of the 

 
159 Source: Megan Marshall, “The Impossible Art of Deciphering 
Manuscripts.” Slate. 8 February 2008 
<http://www.slate.com/id/2183903/pagenum/all>. 
160 Source: Rachel Lynette, Shel Silverstein: Poet, pp. 10-11. 
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page appears a reproduction of a short note that Mr. Gorey 
sent to Mr. Theroux. The note says in part, “Thank you so 
much for the neat skull.”161 

• Many journalists keep copies of embarrassing typos and 
bloopers in headlines and stories. For example, a society 
editor wrote a story following the wedding of two socially 
prominent people in her town. The groom’s name was 
“Cockburns,” and this headline appeared above her story: 
“Cockburns off on Wedding Trip.”162 

• John Steinbeck once lost an important manuscript: that of 
the stories that made up his book The Red Pony. No problem. 
He sat down and rewrote the book. When he later discovered 
the original manuscript, he compared it with his rewrite and 
discovered that except for seven words, the manuscripts 
were exactly the same.163 

• Mishaps occur even in the lives of famous authors. Poet 
Arnold Adoff, author of Eats and Chocolate Dreams, was 
once eating peanut butter while writing at a typewriter. He 
was careless, he got peanut butter in the typewriter, and he 
was forced to hire a repairman to fix the problem.164 

Money 

• When Robert Fisk, investigative journalist for The 
Independent in Britain, discovered that a biography titled 
Saddam Hussein: From Birth to Martyrdom was selling well 

 
161 Source: Alexander Theroux, The Strange Case of Edward Gorey, p. 
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162 Source: H. Allen Smith, Buskin’ With H. Allen Smith, p. 53. 
163 Source: Catherine Reef, John Steinbeck, p. 52. 
164 Source: Bernice E. Cullinan and Lee Galda, Literature and the 
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in Egypt, he decided to investigate. Why? Because displayed 
on the biography’s book cover and title page were the words 
“by Robert Fisk,” although he had not written the book. He 
used his Sherlock Holmesian skills to track the forger to a 
bookstore where the forger had worked, although apparently 
the forger no longer worked there. Mr. Fisk bought a copy 
of the biography for 30 Egyptian pounds, then he produced 
his ID and told the bookstore proprietor that he was Robert 
Fisk and that he had not written the book. He then asked how 
many copies of the book the bookstore proprietor — who 
called himself “Mahmoud” — had sold. Mahmoud replied, 
“At least 100 so far.” Mr. Fisk then said, “So you owe me 
3,000 Egyptian pounds!” Unfortunately, this reply came 
back: “But, no, Mr. Robert, we don’t owe you this — 
because you have just told me you didn’t write this book. 
How can we pay you for a book you did not write?”165 

• Jane Rule is the author of Desert of the Heart, her pro-
lesbian novel an English publishing house released in 1964. 
In publishing the novel, Ms. Rule did not use a pseudonym 
— a rarity at the time. In 2005, she was living on Galliano 
Island, a British Columbia Gulf Island where she ran a small 
mortgage and loan company in a community where most 
residents were accustomed to a cash-only economy. She said 
that she spent her time “often bailing out kids who’re in 
trouble and finding mortgages for people whom the banks 
wouldn’t touch. I think a good many of them are growing 
pot.” Of course, growing pot can be problematic if a pot 
grower who owes you money gets arrested. Therefore, she 
jokes, “I said to the cop, ‘Don’t you bust anybody until you 
check to see whether I have their mortgage or not!’” This job 

 
165 Source: Robert Fisk, “The curious case of the forged biography.” 
The Independent. 1 February 2008 
<http://www.independent.co.uk/news/fisk/robert-fisk-the-curious-case-
of-the-forged-biography-776775.html>. 
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did have an advantage for a writer: “You learn a lot about 
people when they need money.”166 

• Mark Twain told this story in Life on the Mississippi: A 
riverboat pilot named Stephen was out of money and in New 
Orleans. Aware of Stephen’s plight, a steamboat captain 
offered him the job of piloting a steamboat up the 
Mississippi — but at a salary of $125 instead of Stephen’s 
usual salary of $250. Having no choice, Stephen accepted 
the offer, but he piloted the boat up the middle of the river 
so that it had to fight the current instead of seeking the stiller 
water nearer the shore. Much slower boats sped past the 
steamboat Stephen was piloting. When the captain 
remonstrated with Stephen, he replied, “I know as much as 
any man can afford to know for $125.” On hearing this, the 
captain raised Stephen’s salary to $250, and Stephen began 
to make that steamboat fly upstream.167 

• When he was a young man, Edward Stratemeyer, who later 
created the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew, wanted to be a 
writer — a career his father advised him not to pursue. 
Edward worked at his brother’s stationery store while 
continuing to write in his spare time. He wrote a long story 
titled “Victor Horton’s Idea,” which he sold for $75, a lot of 
money in the late 19th century. In fact, $75 was six times 
what he made per week at the stationery store. When he told 
his father what he had done and how much money he had 

 
166 Source: Sophie Verhagen, “Remembering Jane Rule.” Curve. Issue 
17#7. <http://www.curvemag.com/Detailed/895.html>. 
167 Source: Mark Twain, Life on the Mississippi, Oxford Mark Twain, 
pp. 173-175. 
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been paid, his father said, “Paid you that for writing a story? 
Well, you’d better write a lot more of them!”168 

• Wilson Mizner, a playwright and screenwriter, used to 
travel on ocean liners, where he made a living inveigling rich 
passengers into playing poker with him. In fact, quite a few 
cardsharps made quite a lot of money that way. Once, Mr. 
Mizner invited a man to play poker with him, but the man 
kept on winning no matter what Mr. Mizner did. In the final 
hand of the game, Mr. Mizner manipulated the cards so that 
he had four queens, but the other man had four kings. 
Realizing that he had met a superior cardsharp, Mr. Mizner 
said, “You win, but those are not the cards I dealt you.”169 

• Perk’s Coffee House, which used to be located in Athens, 
Ohio, home of Ohio University, had many witty and 
intelligent employees who were very good at writing humor 
to encourage customers to toss spare change into the tip jar. 
For example, an April 2008 display by the tip jar consisted 
of a plastic figurine of Godzilla holding this sign: “Tip, and 
I shall spare your villages and dormitories.”170 

• Moritz Saphir received an allowance from the Austrian 
Baron Rothschild, which allowed him to devote his time to 
writing. One day, he arrived to pick up the money, and Baron 
Rothschild said, “Ah, Saphir, I see you’ve come for your 
money.” Mr. Saphir replied, “For my money? No, Baron, 
you mean for your money.”171 

 
168 Source: Brenda Lange, Edward Stratemeyer: Creator of the Hardy 
Boys and Nancy Drew, pp. 18-19. 
169 Source: John Burke, Rogue’s Progress: The Fabulous Adventures of 
Wilson Mizner, p. 125.  
170 Personal anecdote. 
171 Source: Lore and Maurice Cowan, The Wit of the Jews, p. 66. 
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• Samuel Hoffenstein wrote much poetry, but he gave it up 
when he started writing screenplays. A movie producer 
asked him, “How could you give up writing for this trash?” 
Mr. Hoffenstein replied, “Have you ever received a royalty 
check on a book of poetry?”172 

Mothers 

• In 1960, children’s book author Jane Yolen moved to New 
York, where she lived with two other women in Greenwich 
Village. She met her future husband, David Stemple, when 
he climbed in through a window to attend their 
housewarming party — his way of introducing himself to 
Jane was to kiss her neck. When they moved in together, 
Jane did not tell her mother. However, her mother may have 
known anyway. Whenever her mother wanted to visit Jane, 
she would call ahead of time, giving her plenty of time to de-
David the apartment and get rid of any easy-to-see evidence 
of their cohabitation.173 

• When Judy Blume received the news that her first picture 
book, The One in the Middle is the Green Kangaroo, was 
going to be published, she went into her son’s playroom and 
started throwing a plaything called Silly Sand around. She 
also picked up her son, Larry, and her son’s playmate, Laurie 
Murphy, and spun them around. Unfortunately, this made 
Laurie cry. Ms. Blume says, “She went home and told her 
mother that Larry’s mother had gone crazy.”174 

• Author Alice Walker attended Spelman College in Atlanta, 
Georgia. When she went away to attend that school, her 
mother, Minnie Tallulah, gave her three gifts: a typewriter, 

 
172 Source: Andrew Hecht, Hollywood Merry-Go-Round, p. 117. 
173 Source: Carolyn Carpan, Jane Yolen, pp. 31-32. 
174 Source: Elisa Ludwig, Elisa. Judy Blume, p. 17. 
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a suitcase, and a sewing machine. Alice regarded the gifts as 
symbols of independence, and as symbols of love. Her 
mother worked for only $20 a week, and to pay for the three 
gifts she had saved for years.175 

• Artists and writers must be creative. St. Louis cartoonist 
Sacha Mardou once wrote and illustrated an erotic comic in 
which a woman seduced a man who was blind. This worried 
her mother, who was afraid that the comic was 
autobiographical. Ms. Mardou says, “When I told her I had 
made all that stuff up, she thought it was genius. She was 
also very relieved.”176 

Names 

• E.B. “Andy” White picked up his nickname while 
attending Cornell University. The President of Cornell at the 
time was Andrew D. White, and students gave the nickname 
“Andy” to any student with the last name “White.” E.B. 
much preferred Andy to his real first name: Elwyn. Names 
were important to Andy. In his book Charlotte’s Web, he 
was going to name the spider Charlotte Epeira after the Latin 
name for the Grey Cross spider, but he took a closer look at 
the spiders in his barn and discovered that they were a 
different species. Therefore, he changed the name to 
Charlotte A. Cavatica.177 

• Marvel Comics maven Stan Lee had a terrible memory, so 
when he created a new character, as a memory device he will 
have both the first and last names of the same character begin 

 
175 Source: Caroline Lazo, Alice Walker: Freedom Writer, p. 37. 
176 Source: Aimee Levitt, “Pen & Inc.: Comic-book Artists are Drawn 
to St. Louis.” St. Louis Riverfront Times. 21 November 2007 
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177 Source: Aimee LaBrie, E.B. White, pp. 27, 65. 
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with the same letter. That way, if he could remember one of 
the names of the character, he would know at least that the 
other name begins with the same letter. These are some of 
the names of characters he created: Bruce Banner, Peter 
Parker, Matt Murdock, and Stephen Strange.178 

• Jane Austen, author of Sense and Sensibility, never 
married, although she was engaged once — briefly. Still, 
when she was a young teenager, she tore a sheet from the 
parish register of her father the clergyman. On it, she wrote 
some imagined possible names of her future husband: 
Edmund Arthur William Mortimer, of Liverpool, and Henry 
Frederick Howard Fitzwilliam, of London. Jane being Jane, 
of course, one name was humorous: Jack Smith.179 

• When he was four years old, C.S. Lewis, the author of the 
Narnia Chronicles, took a big step toward independence by 
announcing that he had a new name: Jacksy. His parents and 
brother went along with the new name, which was later 
shortened to Jacks, and still later shortened to Jack, the 
nickname that he kept for the rest of his life.180 

• Some children ask funny questions. Children’s book author 
Ann M. Martin, creator of the Babysitters Club series of 
books, was at a book signing when a young girl asked her, 
“Do you know what the ‘M.’ in your name stands for?” (By 
the way, it stands for Matthews.)181 

 
178 Source: Stan Lee and George Mair, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of 
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• Author Nathaniel Hawthorne, author of The Scarlet Letter, 
used to be named Hathorne, but because one of his ancestors 
was John Hathorne, a justice at the Salem Witch Trials 
which resulted in the deaths of 20 people, he changed his 
name.182 

• G.K. Chesterton named his pet Scotch terrier “Quoodle” 
after a character in one of his early novels so that when 
people asked about the unusual name, he could tell them 
about his novel.183 

Newbery Medal 

• A couple of mishaps occurred when Betsy Byars accepted 
the Newbery Medal for her book The Summer of the Swans. 
Her favorite dessert, blueberry cheesecake, was served at the 
ceremony, but before she gave her speech she was so 
nervous that she couldn’t eat any of it. Near the end of her 
speech, she started to think about the cheesecake and she 
started to read her speech more quickly. Unfortunately, when 
she was finished with her speech and she went to the dessert 
table, all of her favorite dessert was gone. In addition, a 
couple of teenage boys wearing pageboy costumes and 
carrying banners led the VIPs to their seats of honor at the 
beginning of the ceremony. This pleased Ms. Byars, but she 
heard one of the teenage boys say to the other teenage boy, 
“I could just kill my mom for making me do this.”184 

• When children’s book author Lois Lowry won the 
Newbery Medal (which is awarded annually to the author of 
the most distinguished American book published that year in 
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children’s literature) for her book The Giver, she was on a 
ship traveling in Antarctica and had no one with whom to 
share the good news. (Ms. Lowry likes to travel alone.) 
Therefore, she turned to a total stranger and said, “You’ve 
probably never heard of this, but I just won the Newbery 
Medal.” Actually, the stranger had heard of the Newbery 
Medal, which is very famous among librarians: “My 
goodness,” the stranger said. “I’m the former president of the 
American Library Association.”185 

Old Age 

• Mark Twain retained his sense of humor in his old age. 
When his wife, Livy, worried that his spending lots of time 
in bed reading and writing might sap his strength, she had 
their daughter Clara read him a biographical passage about 
the poet William Cullen Bryant, who at age 80 was still 
taking vigorous and invigorating early-morning walks. Mr. 
Twain said, “Mr. Bryant was wonderful to do those early 
risings, and all that at eighty. If ever I get to be eighty, I mean 
to do them, too.” When he was even older, and a widower, 
he built and lived in a house he called Stormfield. Quickly, 
burglars stole the silverware from the house. Also quickly, 
Mr. Twain posted this note on the front door of the house: 
“To the next burglar. There is nothing but plated ware in this 
house, now and henceforth. You will find it in that brass 
thing in the dining-room over in the corner by the basket of 
kittens. If you want the basket, put the kittens in the brass 
thing.” Before he died, he felt ill. Of course, he was widely 
loved by the reading public, and many fans sent him home 
remedies in hopes that they would make him feel better. He 
replied, using this letter: “Dear Sir (or Madam). I try every 
remedy sent to me. I am now on no. 67. Yours is 2,653. I am 
looking forward to its beneficial results.” In his old age, Mr. 

 
185 Source: Susanna Daniel, Lois Lowry, pp. 7-8. 
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Twain was still capable of savage satire: He advocated the 
passing of a law that would forbid white people from 
lynching black people on Christmas.186 

• Lewis Carroll’s title character in his books about Alice — 
Alice in Wonderland and Through the Looking Glass — was 
based in part on Alice Liddell. Unfortunately, after she grew 
up, they had a falling out. One possible explanation is that 
Mr. Carroll, whose real name was Charles Ludwidge 
Dodgson, fell in love with her and she declined to marry him. 
Whatever happened, he no longer wanted anything to do 
with her. Late in her life, after she had become a widow, she 
fell on hard times, and she had only one thing of value — the 
original manuscript of Alice in Wonderland, which Mr. 
Dodgson had originally titled Alice’s Adventures 
Underground. Even though Mr. Dodgson had grown to 
dislike her, the manuscript provided for her in her old age, 
for she sold the manuscript for $74,259.187 

People with Handicaps 

• Jean-Dominique Bauby, editor-in-chief of French Elle, 
suffered a massive stroke that left his body almost totally 
incapacitated although his mind was fine. He was able to 
control only his left eye, but by blinking he dictated a book 
to freelance book editor Claude Mendibil, who recited to him 
the letters of the French alphabet by their frequency of use. 
When she pronounced the correct letter, Mr. Bauby blinked 
his left eye. With practice, she was able to guess the word he 
wanted after learning the first few letters. The title of the 
book he dictated, The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, refers to 
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his life. His mind — the butterfly — was still active, but it 
was trapped in a body that no longer functioned properly — 
the diving bell. The book became a best seller, and it was 
made into a critically acclaimed movie with the same title. 
The process by which the book was dictated could have been 
disheartening, but Ms. Mendibil says that she cried only 
once. It happened when he was dictating a passage about his 
two young children, Céleste and Théophile. Ms. Mendibil 

says, “I have a child, and I suddenly realized what it would 
be to be next to her and not be able to take her in my arms. 
The tears rose, and I had to go outside for five minutes.”. 
When she returned, Mr. Bauby used eye blinks to tell her, 
“You look beautiful when you cry.”188 

• From age seven, James Thurber was blind in one eye, but 
he never stopped looking at the world in a humorous way, 
writing such famous stories as “The Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty.” He was also famous for his humorous drawings that 
appeared in The New Yorker, although many people felt that 
a child had created the doodle-like drawings and although 
some parents even sent in examples of their children’s 
drawings to show that they were better than Mr. Thurber’s 
drawings. Later in life, Mr. Thurber began to have trouble 
with his good eye, and he was forced to stop using a 
typewriter. He began to write his stories by hand on paper, 
but his poor eyesight forced him to write only 20 words per 
page. Eventually, he was unable to write his humorous 
stories on paper, but he refused to let even that stop him. 
Almost totally blind, Mr. Thurber created the stories in his 
mind, memorized them, and dictated them to a person who 
wrote down the words he spoke. Other people may have 
become bitter with the loss of their eyesight, but Mr. Thurber 

 
188 Source: Elizabeth Day, “A story told in the blink of an eye.” The 
Guardian. 27 January 2008 
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kept laughing, and in his humorous stories he made it easy 
for other people to laugh, too.189 

Playwrights 

• Early in his career as a playwright, August Wilson found 
writing dialogue difficult. He once asked his friend and 
fellow playwright Rob Penny, “How do you make characters 
talk?” Mr. Penny replied, “You don’t. You listen to them.” 
When writing his play Jitney, Mr. Wilson listened to his 
characters. He says, “I found that exhilarating. It felt like this 
was what I’d been looking for, something that was mine, that 
would enable me to say anything.” Unfortunately, his play 
was rejected — twice — by the O’Neill Playwrights 
Conference, leading Mr. Wilson to wonder what to do next. 
His thinking took the form of a conversation with himself: 
“Maybe it’s not as good as you think. You have to write a 
better play.” “I’ve already written the best play I can write.” 
“Why don’t you write above your talent?” “Oh, man, how 
can you do that?” “Well, you can write beneath it, can’t 
you?” “Oh, yeah.” Of course, he did continue to write plays. 
His manner of writing was unusual. He wrote while standing 
up, and he had a punching bag by his side. According to John 
Lahr, “When Wilson was in full flow and the dialogue was 
popping, he’d stop, pivot, throw a barrage of punches, then 
turn back to work.”190 

• Caesar Augustus once wrote a tragedy titled Ajax, about 
Ajax the Greater, a mythical ancient Greek hero who, after 
the events described in the Iliad, committed suicide by 
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falling on his sword. However, Augustus was unhappy with 
his tragedy, so he destroyed it. When someone asked what 
had happened to his Ajax, Augustus replied, “Fell on his 
eraser.”191 

Poets 

• Occasionally, poet Edwin Markham was a lucky man. For 
example, he once was digging for soaproot and found 
something apparently lost by a prospector long ago: a bag 
filled with pieces of gold. Another bit of luck was seeing an 
exhibition of a painting titled The Man with the Hoe by Jean 
Francois Millet. The painting inspired him to create a poem 
with the same title, he published the poem in the San 
Francisco Examiner, and suddenly Mr. Markham was a 
famous and respected poet.192 

• When she was a young woman, Edna St. Vincent Millay 
wrote the poem “Renascence,” which contained mature 
imagery of death and rebirth. Poets Witter Bynner and 
Arthur Davison Ficke read the poem, but until they met Ms. 
Millay in person, they refused to believe that “some sweet 
young thing of 20” had written the poem, writing her instead 
to say that its author must have been “a brawny male of 
45.”193 

• In Robert Frost’s famous poem “Mending Wall,” a 
character says, “Good fences make good neighbors.” Poet 
and playwright T.S. Eliot once asked Mr. Frost what that 
sentence — a New England proverb — meant. Mr. Frost said 
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that he was not surprised that Mr. Eliot asked that particular 
question: “Eliot’s characters never know boundaries, not 
even of each other’s beds.”194 

• During the reign of King Charles I, poet George Withers 
was condemned to death, but rival poet Sir John Denham 
appealed to the king to relent because if Mr. Withers should 
die, Sir John would then be the worst poet in England. The 
appeal was successful — Charles I relented.195 

• Alexander the Great was once asked whether he would 
prefer to be Homer, the author of the Iliad, or Achilles, the 
hero of the Iliad. He replied, “What do you think? Would 
you rather win first prize at the Olympic Games or be the 
man who announces the winners?”196 

Politics 

• When Norman Mailer ran for Mayor of New York, his 
running mate was Jimmy Breslin. Their rallying cry was 
“Vote the rascals in!” Both writers were known for living 
rather than merely existing, and when they spoke to police 
students at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, they ran 
into a police officer who asked Mr. Mailer, “If you and 
Breslin go ape on the same evening, who will run the city?” 
Mr. Mailer, of course, was an original (as was Mr. Breslin). 
Mr. Mailer had a column in the Village Voice for a while, 
but he quit after four months because a mistake in copy-
editing had changed his nuance into nuisance. Obviously, 
Mr. Mailer’s beliefs, whether in literature or politics, were 
strong. After deciding to vote for Bobby Kennedy, whom he 
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thought had a prep-school arrogance but was capable of 
greatness, Mr. Mailer wrote, “To vote for a man who is 
neuter is to vote for the plague. I would rather vote for a man 
on the assumption he is a hero and have him turn into a 
monster than vote for a man who can never be a hero.”197 

• Stephen Elliot, editor of Sex for America: Politically 
Inspired Erotica, writes and speaks often about his sexual 
experiences. For example, he wrote a sexual memoir that he 
titled My Girlfriend Comes to the City and Beats Me Up. Of 
course, another of his interests is political, and he wrote a 
book titled Looking Forward to It: Or, How I Learned to 
Stop Worrying and Love the American Electoral Process. 
Occasionally, politics can interfere with the pursuit of sex. 
For example, he met a woman online, then he met her in 
person. Unfortunately, she told him that she had voted for 
George W. Bush in 2004. Mr. Elliott says, “I was like, great, 
I just wasted two hours. I mean, OK, in 2000, I’ll give you a 
pass. Nobody knew. But in ’04?”198 
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Chapter 5: From Practical Jokes to Work 

Practical Jokes 

• Sometimes, practical jokers just can’t get a break. Bored 
while waiting to pay the toll on the Venetian Causeway in 
Miami, Calvin Godfrey, a writer for the Miami New Times, 
looked under his seat to see what he could see. Finding a can 
of shaving cream that had fallen out of a grocery bag long 
ago, he decided to see if he could make the tollbooth worker 
laugh. He bearded himself with the shaving cream, drove up 
to the tollbooth, and paid the toll. The tollbooth worker did 
not react — at all — to the shaving-cream beard. Other 
attempts to make the tollbooth worker laugh — such as 
driving with a live, loose chicken beside him and eating a 
messy lemon meringue pie without utensils — also failed to 
make the tollbooth worker laugh. Mr. Godfrey then did some 
investigating and interviewed Delfin Molins, the Miami-
Dade County Public Works Department public information 
officer. Mr. Molins explained that tollbooth workers 
undergo training in not laughing at such antics.199 

• The founder and publisher of The New Yorker was Raoul 
Fleischmann, who was very proud of a set of Chinese dishes 
he and his wife owned and which they used at special 
dinners. Their friend Arthur H. Samuels had been to many 
dinners at their house and had heard them talk about the 
dishes many times. At one Fleischmann dinner, Mr. Samuels 
listened as Mr. Fleischmann began to talk about his dishes, 
then he rose and shouted, “If I have to hear about this 
goddamn china once more ….” Then he picked up his plate 

 
199 Source: Calvin Godfrey: “For Whom the Hell Tolls: One man’s 
madcap crusade to get a rise out of Miami’s tollbooth attendants.” 
Miami New Times. 23 August 2007 
<http://www.miaminewtimes.com/2007-08-23/news/for-whom-the-
hell-tolls/>. 
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and threw into the fireplace, breaking it. After enjoying the 
look at the Fleischmanns’ face, he showed them their real, 
unbroken plate and explained that he had thrown and broken 
a cheap imitation he had purchased prior to the dinner.200 

• As you would expect, the staff of MAD magazine could be 
pretty wild and crazy. One of MAD publisher William M. 
Gaines’s practical jokes was to fill the water cooler with 
white wine. In addition, before he took his staff on a trip to 
Africa, he gave everybody what he called malaria pills and 
ordered them to swallow them right away. Then he 
pretended to get a telephone call from a doctor who told him 
about a mix-up at the pharmacy: “DON’T TAKE THE 
PILL! THEY’RE POISON!”201 

• John Steinbeck was a practical joker. One day, when he 
was a student at Stanford University, he rigged the bells so 
one morning they played the drinking song “How Dry I 
Am.”202 

Problem-Solving 

• Reading an ancient manuscript can be difficult. The 
Archimedes Codex contains a copy of the work of this 
ancient scientist. The handwritten copy was made in the 10th 
century, more than 1,000 years after the time of Archimedes. 
A couple of hundred years after the copy was made, a scribe 
named John Myronas took the pages apart, erased the text, 
then wrote new text — that of a prayer book — over the 
erased text of Archimedes. Using modern technology, the 
text of Archimedes can be read. The modern technology 
allows both sets of text — Archimedes’ work and the prayer 

 
200 Source: J. Bryan III, Merry Gentlemen (and One Lady), p. 8. 
201 Source: Dick DeBartolo, Good Days and MAD, p. 191. 
202 Source: Catherine Reef, John Steinbeck, p. 26. 
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book — to appear on a computer screen. The words of the 
prayer book appear in one color, and the ancient Greek 
words of Archimedes appear in another color. Translation of 
the text is fascinating to scholars, who have discovered that 
Archimedes used the mathematical concept of infinity 
centuries before the concept became widely used in 
mathematics in the 17th century.203 

• Children’s book author Betsy Byars has a trick for making 
herself write when she doesn’t want to write: She thinks of 
chores that need to be done. For example, she will think to 
herself, “All right, today you are either going to have to write 
two pages or you are going to have to defrost the 
refrigerator.” Sometimes, she will defrost the refrigerator 
and then think of another chore to do. Eventually, she hits on 
a chore that makes writing a better option — and then she 
writes. She also used her young children as critics. They 
would read what she wrote and if they felt themselves losing 
interest, they would draw an arrow pointing in the margin of 
that passage. Sometimes these downwards-pointing arrows 
appeared in her nightmares. In a way, her husband also 
served as a critic. Ms. Byars would try to write a murder 
mystery, but her husband constantly was able to guess the 
identity of the murderer after reading only two pages of her 
manuscript.204 

• When he was a teenager, and before he became a famous 
author, Walter Dean Myers got into trouble as a member of 
a gang in Harlem. One way the gang members made money 
was to hire themselves out as thugs — if someone wanted a 
certain person beaten up, he could hire members of the gang 

 
203 Source: Chris Landers, “Reading Between the Ancient Lines.” 
Baltimore City Paper. 21 November 2007 
<http://www.citypaper.com/arts/story.asp?id=14834>. 
204 Source: Rita Cammarano, Betsy Byars, pp. 31, 45-46. 
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to do the beating. Once, Mr. Myers went along as another 
gang member attempted to carry out a beating, but this time 
the gang member had been set up. The “victim” was a police 
officer who ran after them. Both of them got away for the 
time being, but Mr. Myers realized that the police knew the 
other gang member’s name and that it would be only a matter 
of time before they learned that he was involved. Therefore, 
to avoid trouble with the police, he joined the United States 
Army. It worked. A couple of days after he had left for boot 
camp, the police arrived at his home to question him.205 

• Gay author Michael Thomas Ford once ran into problems 
with a couple of gay-bashing teenage boys who did such 
things as steal Mr. Ford’s rainbow flag, smash the windows 
of cars displaying rainbow stickers, and force a lesbian 
couple to move from the neighborhood. Mr. Ford responded 
by buying 10 more rainbow flags, which he and his 
neighbors displayed. The next time Mr. Ford saw the teenage 
boys, he told them, “See all these flags. This means there are 
more of us than there are of you. Don’t you ever forget that.” 
The harassment stopped.206 

• Jane Austen wrote such novels as Pride and Prejudice at 
Chawton Cottage, and she tried to keep her writing secret 
from people other than family and close friends. Leading to 
the room where she wrote was a door that creaked. The door 
was never fixed so that it would not creak — Ms. Austen 
used the creak as a warning that someone was coming, and 
she hid her writing before her visitor arrived.207 

 
205 Source: Denise M. Jordan, Walter Dean Myers: Writer for Real 
Teens, pp. 43-45. 
206 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, That’s Mr. Faggot to You, pp. 93-94. 
207 Source: Heather Lehr Wagner, Jane Austen, p. 16. 
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• Lesbian author Gail Sausser used to live with several 
lesbian housemates, all of whom were creative problem-
solvers. For example, whenever the house got too dirty, they 
would decide to throw a party, which motivated everyone to 
clean to get the house ready for guests.208 

• Flowers can be expensive, and so living next door to a 
cemetery has advantages. Jamie Tevis, wife of novelist 
Walter Tevis (author of The Hustler, The Color of Money, 
and The Man Who Fell to Earth) used to get flowers to 
brighten their table from the wreaths in the cemetery.209 

Public Speaking 

• At age 13, Mikita Brittman, author of The Solitary Vice: 
Against Reading, took part in a school debate in which 
students portrayed famous people trapped in a hot-air 
balloon from which gas was leaking. One of the passengers 
had to be overthrown overboard in order to save the other 
passengers, and each of the passengers had to make the case 
that he or she was so important that someone else should be 
thrown overboard. Mikita, of course, being good with words, 
was able to convince the other children that her character — 
Bela Lugosi, star of Dracula — was so important that one of 
the other characters ought to be thrown overboard instead of 
Mr. Lugosi. Those other characters included Winston 
Churchill, King Henry VIII, and Margaret Thatcher.210 

 
208 Source: Gail Sausser, Lesbian Etiquette, p. 31. 
209 Source: Jamie Griggs Tevis, My Life with the Hustler, p. 64. 
210 Source: Mikita Brottman, “The Solitary Vice: Removing the ‘Guilt’ 
from ‘Guilty Pleasures’” 7 April 2008 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/features/article/56954/the-solitary-
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• The writer J.I.C. Clarke once introduced Mark Twain and 
very highly praised the stories Mr. Twain had set in Yuba 
Dam, saying that they were the best things Mr. Twain had 
ever written. Mr. Twain then stood up and enthusiastically 
praised a German girl for 10 minutes — to no point, it 
seemed. Finally, Mr. Twain said, “Gentlemen, I suppose you 
are wondering what my story of that German girl has to do 
with Mr. Clarke’s speech and his reference to Yuba Dam. 
Well, nothing at all, and that’s just it. I never wrote about 
Yuba Dam. Mr. Clarke is thinking of Bret Harte.” Everyone, 
including an embarrassed Mr. Clarke, laughed, then Mr. 
Twain and Mr. Clarke shook hands.211 

• Lesbian author Gail Sausser occasionally used to be invited 
to go into classrooms and talk, then answer questions about 
her life and sexuality. At such times, she behaved with 
excellent etiquette and grace, even when facing teachers and 
students who thought she was going to hell. Ms. Sausser says 
that she was following the advice of her Aunt Pansy, a 
southern lady, who told her, “If you remain charming, you 
make your opponent look like an *sshole.”212 

• G.K. Chesterton was a huge man. Once, while lecturing in 
America, he heard a gasp at his enormous size as he rose to 
walk to the podium. Standing behind the amplifier, he told 
his audience, “At the outset I want to reassure you I am not 
this size, really — dear no, I’m being amplified.”213 

 
211 Source: Cyril Clemens, editor, Mark Twain Anecdotes, p. 25. 
212 Source: Gail Sausser, Lesbian Etiquette, pp. 55-56. 
213 Source: Cyril Clemens, Chesterton As Seen by His Contemporaries, 
p. 62. 
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Publishers 

• In 2007, Fantagraphics published an 878-page book titled 
Laura Warholic: or The Sexual Intellectual, which is the first 
novel written by Alexander Theroux in 20 years. Of course, 
Fantagraphics usually publishes comic books and graphic 
novels, not envelope-pushing novels, but Mr. Theroux had 
published two monographs with Fantagraphics: The Enigma 
of Al Capp and The Strange Case of Edward Gorey. Because 
Fantagraphics was the only publisher willing to publish such 
a long novel without excessive editorial meddling, Mr. 
Theroux was happy to have Fantagraphics as the novel’s 
publisher. However, he does acknowledge that his pay for 
writing the novel is not much. According to Mr. Theroux, 
“For this novel I earned less than a Burger King tweenie in 
a paper hat. But nowhere should you compromise. You have 
to find plenitude in your work and redemption in your 
dreams.”214 

• When J.K. Rowling wrote her first book, Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s Stone, her agent sent it to Bloomsbury 
Publishing, where an editor named Barry Cunningham 
wanted to publish the book. However, he needed to get the 
permission of the company’s directors to do so. A colleague 
of his, Rosemund de la Hay, came up with an idea to get the 
company’s directors to consider the book carefully. They 
enclosed a package of Smarties candy with each manuscript 
that they sent to the company’s directors. Because the 
Smarties Prize is awarded to the best children’s book 
published in Great Britain each year, this was a way of 
indicating that they thought that the book was good enough 

 
214 Source: Anthony Miller, “The Satirical Intellectual.” Los Angeles 
City Beat. 15 November 2007 
<http://www.lacitybeat.com/article.php?id=6500&IssueNum=232>. 
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to win that prize. In fact, after the book was published, it did 
win the Smarties Prize.215 

Rejections 

• Marjane Satrapi, the author of the graphic memoir 
Persepolis, which became an Oscar-nominated animated 
film, has sold over a million copies of that book, but even 
she had to deal with rejection. Early in her career, before 
creating Persepolis, she showed a graphic manuscript to a 
French publishing company’s art director who rejected it 
because “you don't have any style — it goes in all different 
directions.” Ms. Satrapi says, “I came home depressed and 
cried for a whole week.” But a couple of years after the 
successful Persepolis was published and had won awards, 
she was invited to show this same art director a manuscript, 
so she showed him the same manuscript that he had earlier 
rejected. This time he said, “What courage! You have tried 
all these different styles!” Ms. Satrapi explains what 
happened: “I said that’s not what you told me three years 
ago. And he said, ‘Did I see you three years ago?’ And I said, 
‘You don’t have a very good memory, but I do.’ We ended 
up working together. I’m not a revenger kind of person.”216 

• Madeleine L’Engle Camp wrote many books from 1950 to 
1959; unfortunately, only one of her books was published. 
When she turned 40, she received yet another rejection letter, 
and she cried and resolved never again to write. As she was 
crying, she came up with a good idea to write about, sat 
down at her typewriter, and started writing, having resolved 

 
215 Source: Joanne Mattern, J.K. Rowling: Author, pp. 50-51, 59. 
216 Source: Simon Hattenstone, “Confessions of Miss Mischief.” The 
Guardian. 29 March 2008 
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to keep on writing even if she never got another book 
published. Later, Madeleine L’Engle became the best-
selling author of A Wrinkle in Time.217 

• When Ursula K. Kroeber was eleven years old, she wrote 
a science fiction story and mailed it to Amazing Stories. 
Unfortunately, the editors of the magazine rejected her story 
and mailed it back to her. Young Ursula’s brother worried 
that she would be upset by the rejection; instead, she was 
thrilled to receive a real rejection letter, just like adult writers 
received. As an adult, she married Charles Le Guin, and as 
Ursula K. Le Guin, she wrote such books as The Lathe of 
Heaven and A Wizard of Earthsea.218 

Religion 

• In 2007, author Christopher Hitchens had some interesting 
experiences as he toured to publicize his best-selling book 
God Is Not Great. In New York, he saw this sign put up by 
the Second Presbyterian Church: “Christopher Hitchens 
doesn’t know what he’s talking about.” In Raleigh, North 
Carolina, he appeared before a huge crowd at a Unitarian 
church, whose rector whispered to him, “I ought not to say 
this, but the church has never been this full before.” And in 
Austin, Texas, an audience member asked him if he knew 
the works of Friedrich Nietzsche, another anti-Christian 
author. Mr. Hitchens replied that he did, although he did not 
always agree with Nietzsche. The audience then asked if Mr. 
Hitchens was aware that Nietzsche was suffering from 
terminal syphilis while writing his anti-Christian works. Mr. 
Hitchens replied that he had heard that, but that he didn’t 

 
217 Source: Claire L. Datnow, American Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers, p. 87. 
218 Source: Claire L. Datnow, American Science Fiction and Fantasy 
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know whether it was true. Finally, the audience member 
asked if the same explanation accounted for Mr. Hitchens’ 
own anti-Christian works. Mr. Hitchens immediately 
thought, “Should have seen that coming.”219 

• G.K. Chesterton was a Catholic, and his Father Brown 
mystery stories were filled with his ideas on religion. In one 
story, a doctor says, “I’m afraid I’m a practical man, and I 
don’t bother much about religion and philosophy.” Father 
Brown replies, “You’ll never be a practical man ’til you 
do.”220 

Research 

• Oral historian Studs Terkel may have been the world’s 
greatest interviewer, but he was inept when it comes to 
mechanical things such as making sure that a tape recorder 
is turned on. One day, he was interviewing an African-
American woman with three kids, all of whom were living 
in public housing. She asked him, “'Have you noticed that 
machine is not working?” He had pushed the wrong button. 
She pushed the right button, and the tape recorder began to 
work. Mr. Terkel said, “From that point on, she became not 
only my equal but my better. And that is important, because 
when you are interviewing a person, that person must 
count.” The African-American woman spoke eloquently 
about her life. After the interview, her children wanted to 
hear her voice on the tape, so he played the tape. Mr. Terkel 
said, “She’d given the most eloquent account you could 
imagine of her life: a black person’s outing in a white world. 

 
219 Source: Christopher Hitchens, “God Bless Me, It’s a Best-Seller!” 
Vanity Fair. September 2007 
<http://www.vanityfair.com/politics/features/2007/09/hitchens200709?
printable=true&currentPage=all>. 
220 Source: John Deedy, A Book of Catholic Anecdotes, pp. 48-49. 
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It was so moving. When it finished, there was a pause. She 
said: ‘My God — I never knew I felt that way.’” Mr. Terkel 
added about himself, “It can help to be inept.”221 

• David Grazian wrote a book about Philadelphia’s nightlife 
titled On the Make: The Hustle of Urban Nightlife, partly 
because as a sociologist, he knew that the cities that have 
been most studied — New York, Los Angeles, Las Vegas — 
are not like other American cities. Mr. Grazian was able to 
do research by interviewing people partly because he looks 
like an everyman and not competition or a wolf. He asks, 
“Can you think up a worse pickup line than ‘Hey, I’m a 
sociologist ... mind if I study you?’” Mr. Grazian says that 
only one woman ever fell for that line “and I married her.” 
One thing that Mr. Grazian discovered in his research was 
that nightlife provokes anxiety: “Shrinking violets and 40-
year-old virgins, sure, they were scared. But also the popular 
kids and the beautiful people — especially the popular kids 
and the beautiful people. I sometimes think we’d all just be 
better off dressing down, and stop trying so hard to be hip. 
Having fun should be way more fun than this.”222 

• The Brothers Grimm — Jacob and Wilhelm — researched 
fairy tales. In addition to perusing old books, they also 
perused old people. Often, they would barter for fairy tales. 
For example, Katharina Dorothea Viehmann was rewarded 
for her fairy tales with rolls and butter, while the elderly 
soldier Johann Friedrich Krause was rewarded for his fairy 
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tales with some of the Grimm brothers’ old pants. By the 
way, mistakes did creep into some of the stories. For 
example, the story of Cinderella originally was a French 
story titled “The Little Fur Slipper.” However, the French 
word vair (fur) is similar to the French word verre (glass) 
and so the little fur slipper somehow became a little glass 
slipper.223 

Revenge 

• Addison Mizner once entered polite society in New York, 
but he was worried when his younger brother Wilson 
showed up, fearing that he would mess up his chance to 
hobnob with the snobs. Therefore, he warned Wilson that he 
would pretend not to know him if they should ever meet. 
Wilson, of course, resented this bit of news, and he planned 
to get revenge. He learned that Addison and some of his 
society friends would be in a box at the National Horse 
Show, so he showed up, too. Addison pretended not to notice 
him, but Wilson loudly called to him. When Wilson came 
over to the society people’s box, Addison stiffly asked him 
when he was staying. Wilson replied, “I’m in a cathouse at 
Broadway and Forty-second Street. I just sit there all day 
reading my beloved books and smoking opium.”224 

• African-American writer Walter Dean Myers once was 
shipped to the Arctic because he was a member of a 
basketball team. While in the United States Army, Mr. 
Myers had starred on a very good intramural team. During a 
tournament, Mr. Myers’ colonel bragged about how good the 
team was, and he bet quite a lot of money that the team 
would win. Unfortunately, the team lost the championship 

 
223 Source: Raymond H. Miller, The Brothers Grimm, pp. 28, 30. 
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game and to get revenge, the colonel shipped the losing 
players to bases in the Arctic. In Mr. Myers’ case, however, 
the attempt at revenge backfired. Mr. Myers loved the Arctic 
and said it was “fantastic.” Later, Mr. Myers became an 
award-winning author of such children’s books as Hoops.225 

• A couple of screenplay writers rented a house with the 
proviso that the landlord would redecorate the house. Time 
passed, and it became apparent that the landlord was not 
going to keep his promise. Therefore, the writers saw a 
lawyer, who drew up an agreement in which the landlord 
allowed the writers to redecorate the house any way they 
liked as long as they paid for the redecorating. Just before 
the writers moved out of the house, they painted every wall, 
every ceiling, and every floor — black.226 

Satire 

• After William F. Buckley, Jr., wrote a memoir titled 
Overdrive, University of Chicago student David Brooks 
satirized him for the college newspaper. Because Mr. 
Buckley was widely important and knew everybody and had 
an ego, Mr. Brooks wrote that Mr. Buckley had written three 
volumes of memoirs before he had begun to talk: 1) The 
World Before Buckley “traced the history of the world prior 
to his conception,” 2) The Seeds of Utopia “outlined his 
effect on world events during the nine months of his 
gestation,” and 3) The Glorious Dawn “described the 
profound ramifications of his birth on the social order.” And 
so the satire continued, including Mr. Buckley becoming 
popular at school because he could turn water into wine. 
Soon afterward, Mr. Buckley gave a lecture at the University 

 
225 Source: Denise M. Jordan, Walter Dean Myers: Writer for Real 
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of Chicago, and at the end of the lecture he said, “David 
Brooks, if you’re in the audience, I’d like to offer you a job.” 
This was, of course, Mr. Brooks’ big break, and he ended up 
working at Mr. Buckley’s conservative magazine The 
National Review, where he learned much about writing from 
Mr. Buckley, who would often cover Mr. Brooks’ short 
editorials with red ink, and who would occasionally write on 
an egregiously bad piece of writing, “Come on, David!”227 

• Good satire often appears where you don’t expect it, and 
why not — satirists are highly intelligent people who sense 
opportunities that ordinary people don’t recognize. For 
example, many odd items appear for sale at <amazon.com>, 
including skinned rabbit carcasses. Immediately, satirists 
started writing customer comments: “Nothing says ‘EAT 
ME’ like a picture of a skinned rabbit carcass!” and “I bought 
this thinking it would make a wonderful gift for my 
neighbor’s young son. Ordering was simple, and delivery 
was flawless. So you can imagine the shock and awe not only 
on my face, but also my neighbor’s three-year-old son, when 
he opened the package to find a DEAD rabbit.” The 
<amazon.com> page selling uranium ore provoked this 
comment: “My wife and I purchased this product for the 
express purpose of breeding an atomic superman. After a 
daily regimen of ingesting a tablespoon of this powder 
mixed with green tea along with her prenatal vitamins, my 
wife developed serious morning sickness and perished 
during childbirth.”228 

 
227 Source: David Brooks, “Remembering the Mentor.” New York 
Times. 29 February 2008 
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Sex 

• Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho experimented with sex 
when he was a young man. He had been in mental hospitals, 
in part because his mother thought that he had sexual 
problems. This made him think that he might be gay, so he 
had gay sex three times. The first time that he had gay sex, 
he was nervous and he did not enjoy it. Thinking that perhaps 
being nervous had made him not enjoy the experience, he 
had gay sex a second time. This time he was not nervous, but 
he still did not enjoy the experience. “Third time lucky,” he 
thought, and so he tried gay sex again, and he still did not 
enjoy the experience, so he realized that he was not gay and 
started pursuing women.229 

• Humorist Robert Benchley often invited people up to his 
apartment. A friendly fellow, he often met people and found 
them interesting and likable. Almost always, these chance 
encounters worked out well; however, one woman who 
entered his apartment told him that unless he paid her 
$5,000, she would start screaming. Mr. Benchley went into 
another room and called a friend, who called more friends, 
and soon Mr. Benchley’s apartment was filled with people, 
all of whom were willing to swear that they had been with 
him all evening.230 

• When ballerina Allegra Kent decided to write her life story, 
at first she thought of getting the help of a professional 
writer. This did not work out. When the professional writer 
met Allegra’s husband, whom she had divorced and who had 
had many affairs, the professional writer asked him, “What 
is the state of your pr*ck?” She also asked Allegra, “By the 
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way, have you ever slept with anyone famous?” (Allegra 
disappointed her by answering, “I don’t think so.”)231 

• Georges Simenon, creator of the detective Maigret, was a 
man of big statistics. For example, he wrote approximately 
400 works of fiction and he sold over 500 million copies of 
his books. These facts are verifiable. What is not verifiable 
is his claim to have had sex with 10,000 women. His second 
wife did not believe that particular figure — she thought that 
he had had sex with “no more than 1,200” women.232 

Shakespeare 

• Many people, including playwright Tom Stoppard, were 
put off by Shakespeare early in their lives. Times journalist 
Benedict Nightingale asked Mr. Stoppard about his first 
experience of Shakespeare: watching Laurence Olivier in the 
movie Hamlet. Mr. Stoppard replied, “It bored me sh*tless.” 
Fortunately, he overcame his aversion to Shakespeare and 
wrote both the play Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead 
and the movie Shakespeare in Love.233 

• As a little girl, Emma Lazarus was taught at school by a 
tutor who introduced her to the works of William 
Shakespeare. Unfortunately, Ms. Lazarus’ parents felt that 
Shakespeare’s plays were not appropriate for their daughter 
because they were violent and sexual. Therefore, the tutor 

 
231 Source: Allegra Kent, Once a Dancer…, p. 268. 
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was fired. Later, when Ms. Lazarus was a young woman, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson recommended that she make a close 
study of Shakespeare.234 

Television 

• In 2007, Paul Schrader wrote and directed the movie The 
Walker, which starred Woody Harrelson, Kristin Scott 
Thomas, and Lauren Bacall, whose character had many good 
lines that Mr. Schrader had collected for years. Someone 
asked Mr. Schrader if he were interested in writing a TV 
series that would star this particular character; however, he 
responded, “Look, it took me years to collect all those funny 
lines; you expect me to write a show every week? I’m not 
that good.”235 

• John Waters, aka the Prince of Puke, both writes and 
directs his films, which tend to be cult favorites. He once 
appeared on TV’s Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous in the 
1990s, but he was amazed that the episode ever appeared on 
TV. He says that during the episode, “I would point to stuff 
in my house and say things like ‘I found this in the trash,’ 
‘This cost a nickel,’ or ‘I stole it.’”236 

• When Don Adams was approached to star as Maxwell 
Smart in the TV series Get Smart, he asked who wrote the 
script for the pilot episode. On hearing the answer — 

 
234 Source: Diane Lefer, Emma Lazarus, pp. 31, 38. 
235 Source: Roger Ebert, “Schrader: Indies are scavenger dogs, scouring 
the planet for scraps.” Chicago Sun-Times. 11 December 2007 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071211/
PEOPLE/71211004>. 
236 Source: Robrt L. Pela, Filthy: The Weird World of John Waters, p. 
137. (Yes, “Robrt” is the correct spelling.) 
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comedy geniuses Mel Brooks and Buck Henry — he said, 
“Ok, I’ll do it.”237  

Titles 

• When author Judy Blume handed in the manuscript for Are 
You There, God? It’s Me, Margaret, it didn’t have a title. A 
typist in the publisher’s office filled in the title space with 
the opening line of the young people’s novel, and that 
became the title. Judy’s young daughter, Randy, came up 
with the title of another book: Freckle Juice. Randy used to 
play in the bathtub, making a mess with powder, shampoo, 
and soap — a mixture that she called, yes, freckle juice. The 
title for Just as Long as We’re Together came from creative 
problem-solving. Ms. Blume and her agent, Claire Smith, 
couldn’t think of a title, so they started singing old campfire 
songs. The title for the book comes from a line in the song 
“Side by Side.”238 

• James M. Cain gave two explanations for the title of his 
novel The Postman Always Rings Twice. According to one 
explanation, he had an arrangement that his postman would 
ring twice if he were bringing bills. According to the other 
explanation, the arrangement was that the postman would 
ring twice if he were bringing a rejection letter from a 
publisher. Mr. Cain was rejected so often that he got used to 
hearing the postman ring twice every day. One day, the 
postman rang only once, and handed Mr. Cain a letter that 
said his novel had been accepted for publication. Mr. Cain 
was so happy that he named his novel after the postman.239 

 
237 Source: Joey Green, The Get Smart Handbook, p. 10. 
238 Source: Elisa Ludwig, Elisa. Judy Blume, pp. 35, 45, 75. 
239 Source: André Bernard, Now All We Need is a Title, pp. 26, 28. 
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• When children’s author Jane Yolen and her family moved 
to a farm in western Massachusetts, she wanted to name it 
Fe-Fi-Fo-Farm, but her husband vetoed the idea, and they 
called it Phoenix Farm instead. However, their children had 
a wonderful idea: They wanted her to write about a giants’ 
farm. She did, and Tomie de Paola illustrated the book — 
which was titled, of course, The Giants’ Farm.240 

Travel 

• Children’s book author Jean Fritz works hard to write at 
least one book per year, but she also takes three weeks off 
each winter to go to a Caribbean island called Virgin Gorda. 
Of course, this often necessitates leaving an unfinished 
manuscript at her home. Because she worries about such 
tragedies as her house burning down while she is on 
vacation, she places her unfinished manuscript in the very 
safest place that she can think of — her refrigerator.241 

• When Yoshiko Uchida, author of Journey to Topaz, was a 
little girl, she and her family sailed to Japan to visit relatives. 
Unfortunately, almost everyone in her family, including 
herself, got seasick, and so it was several days before they 
ventured out of their cabin to eat with the other passengers. 
The waiters who served their tables were so happy to have a 
full table of people to wait on that they applauded.242 

Work 

• Studs Terkel knows his history, and he uses it in arguments. 
Because he lives in Chicago, he never learned how to drive; 
after all, buses go everywhere he needs to go in Chicago. At 

 
240 Source: Jane Yolen, A Letter from Phoenix Farm, p. 5. 
241 Source: Jean Fritz, Surprising Myself, p. 20. 
242 Source: Yoshiko Uchida, The Invisible Thread, p. 48. 
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the bus stop one day, he saw a middle-class couple: a man 
and a woman. She was beautiful, wore Neiman-Marcus 
clothing, and carried Vanity Fair. He wore Gucci shoes and 
had a copy of The Wall Street Journal. Mr. Terkel talks to 
all kinds of people, and he spoke to this couple. He said to 
them, “Tomorrow is Labor Day: the holiday to ‘honor the 
unions.’” This couple’s attitude toward what he says showed 
that they don’t like unions. Mr. Terkel asked, “How many 
hours do you work a day?” The man replied that he works 
eight hours per day. Mr. Terkel asked, “How come you don't 
work 18 hours a day, like your great-grandparents?” The 
man didn’t know his history, so he couldn’t answer the 
question. Mr. Terkel does know his history, and he answered 
his own question: “Because four men got hanged for you.” 
Mr. Terkel told the man that he is referring to the 1886 
Haymarket Affair, in which four men ended up being hung. 
Mr. Terkel then asked, “'How many days a week do you 
work?” The man’s answer is five days a week. Mr. Terkel 
said, “Five — oh, really? How come you don’t work six and 
a half?” The man didn’t know his history, so he couldn’t 
answer the question. Mr. Terkel does know his history, and 
he answered his own question: “'Because of the Memorial 
Day Massacre. These battles were fought, all for you.” He 
then informed the man about the 1937 massacre of workers 
in Chicago. The bus came then, and the history lesson ended 
— much to the couple’s relief.243 

• As a young man, Allen Ginsberg was unsure at first about 
doing what he wanted to do. Fortunately, he had an 
understanding psychotherapist who asked him what he really 
wanted to do with his life. Mr. Ginsberg replied that he was 
afraid that the psychotherapist would not think that what he 

 
243 Source: Robert Chalmers, “Studs Terkel: The world’s greatest 
interviewer.” The Independent. 21 October 2007 
<http://news.independent.co.uk/people/profiles/article3076965.ece>. 
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wanted to do was healthy. So what did he want to do? He 
wanted to “never work again … and do nothing but write 
poetry and have leisure to spend the day outdoors and to go 
to museums and see friends.” He also wanted to have a 
relationship, even if the relationship were with another man. 
The psychotherapist listened carefully, then said, “Well, why 
don’t you? … If that is what you really feel would please 
you, what in the world is stopping you from doing it?” Mr. 
Ginsberg quickly met someone — Peter Orlovsky, and they 
had a marriage ceremony. He also found a way to stop 
working. He did some research and discovered that his 
company would save money by letting a computer do his 
job. The company, of course, laid him off, but they also gave 
him a letter saying that he had not quit the company but 
instead had been replaced by a computer. Mr. Ginsberg 
collected unemployment insurance for six months, and he 
worked on his poem “Howl,” which made him famous and 
opened up doors for him to make a living as a poet and 
creative guru.244 

• As a child, L.M. Montgomery, author of Anne of Green 
Gables, was lonely but imaginative. She named her 
geranium “Bonny” and even gave trees such names as “Little 
Syrup.” In addition, she invented imaginary friends who 
lived behind the two glass doors of a cabinet. Behind one 
glass door lived Katie Maurice, an imaginary friend of her 
own age. Behind the other glass door lived an older 
imaginary friend: Lucy Gray. Of course, as an adult Ms. 
Montgomery put her imagination to use writing novels and 
other literary works of art. When she was a teacher, she 
forced herself to get up and write one hour an day before 
teaching. She did this even in winter, when it was so cold 
that she had to wear a heavy coat as she wrote. Later in life, 

 
244 Source: Neil Heims, Allen Ginsberg, pp. 72-75. 
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after she had achieved success, she wrote, “When people say 
to me, as they occasionally do, ‘Oh, how I envy you your 
gift, how I wish I could write as you do,’ I am inclined to 
wonder, with some inward amusement, how much they 
would have envied me on those dark, cold, winter mornings 
of my apprenticeship.”245 

• After graduating from the University of Michigan in 1938, 
playwright Arthur Miller had a choice to make: Either he 
could go to Hollywood and work for Twentieth-Century Fox 
for $250 a week, or he could go to New York and work for 
the Federal Theater Project for $23 a week. Because he 
wanted to do serious and important writing, he chose to go 
to New York. Of course, he became very successful both 
critically and financially, and his financial success bothered 
him. After all, his plays were about ordinary people and 
ordinary life, and he wanted to stay connected to ordinary 
people and ordinary life. Shortly after winning the Drama 
Critics Circle Award for All My Sons, Mr. Miller worried 
about staying connected to the lives he wrote about, so he 
walked into the New York State Employment Service office 
and said that he wanted to work at the first job they could 
find. The very next day he was working at minimum wage 
assembling beer box dividers. Fortunately, he quickly 
returned to writing plays, including his masterpiece, Death 
of a Salesman.246 

• Frank Peterson was a personal friend of librarian Malcolm 
Glenn Wyer. When Mr. Peterson went to New York City in 
the 1930s, Mr. Wyer asked him to get some radical literature 
to be added to the collection of the University of Nebraska 
Library. Mr. Peterson agreed, and he sent the library several 

 
245 Source: Marylou Morano Kjelle, L.M. Montgomery, pp. 23-24, 49-
50. 
246 Source: Bruce Glassman, Arthur Miller, pp. 22-23, 40-41, 44. 
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bundles of literature. Eventually, a bundle of literature 
arrived with a note saying that this would be the last 
shipment. The police had raided a meeting of one of the 
radical organizations from which Mr. Peterson had been 
getting the literature, and he had narrowly escaped being 
arrested.247 

• When Robert Frost was a young man, his paternal 
grandfather offered to pay his expenses for a year as he tried 
to establish himself as a poet — with the understanding that 
after the year if he had been unsuccessful he would 
undertake a more normal occupation. Robert turned down 
the offer because he realized that it would take much more 
than a year to establish himself as a poet. Grandfather Frost 
did, however, leave Robert money in his will — money that 
Robert lived on until he became successful.248 

• Children’s book author Joyce Carol Thomas writes a draft, 
then adds to it and creates another draft, then adds to that 
draft and creates yet another draft, and so on. One day, she 
sent a draft of an essay to her editor, and her editor simply 
said to the assistant editor, “Put that draft in a drawer. There 
are more coming.” The statement was true. Ms. Thomas sent 
three more drafts. According to her editor, “This is the way 
a real writer works.”249 

• Randy Pausch, professor of Computer Science, Human 
Computer Interaction, and Design at Carnegie Mellon 
University, and author of The Last Lecture, got tenure early 
because he paid attention to what was important. If you ask 

 
247 Source: Malcolm Glenn Wyer, Books and People, p. 80. 
248 Source: Sara McIntosh Wooten, Robert Frost: The Life of America’s 
Poet, pp. 41, 53-54. 
249 Source: Deborah Kovacs and James Preller, Meet the Authors and 
Illustrators: Volume Two, p. 130. 
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him how he got tenure so early, he says, “Call me at my 
office at 10 o’clock on Friday night and I’ll tell you.”250 

 
250 Source: Jesse Kornbluth, “Randy Pausch’s Last Lecture Blew You 
Away — Now He Has a Book.” 7 April 2008 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/jesse-kornbluth/randy-pauschs-last-
lectur_b_95460.html>. 
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 Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 
If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 
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Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 
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Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 
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Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29/
david-bruce-john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-retelling-
free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 



 126 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 
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William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 
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250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 
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The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/01/
david-bruce-the-funniest-people-in-families-volume-4-free-
pdf/  

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 
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The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 
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https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 
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David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
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How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 
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davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 
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Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 
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Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 
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Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 
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https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


