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CHAPTER 1: From Actors to Children 

Actors 

• While studying theater at UCLA, Carol Burnett took a 
course in acting, where she prepared to recite a speech in 
front of her class. Unfortunately, she didn’t recite it very 
well. For one thing, she didn’t bother to read the rest of the 
play to find out the context of the speech. In addition, she 
spoke the speech in a low monotone while pantomiming a 
waitress wiping a table. Her classmates didn’t understand the 
speech and thought that she was pantomiming ironing a shirt. 
Carol’s grade? D minus. Fortunately, a short time afterward, 
she was given some funny words to say. Her classmates 
laughed, Carol stuck to funny roles, and she earned an A-
minus in the course.1  

• On The Dick Van Dyke Show, Dick’s younger brother, 
Jerry, made a few memorable appearances as Stacie Petrie. 
One pair of episodes about Stacie’s sleepwalking had their 
genesis in real life. Dick Van Dyke says about Jerry, “As a 
kid, he was a somnambulist—the world’s champion 
sleepwalker. He could get up, walk, and talk to you, and 
you’d never know he was asleep.” After Jerry was cast for 
his guest appearance, series producer Carl Reiner asked Dick 
if his younger brother could act. Dick said yes. When Mr. 
Reiner asked him how he knew Jerry could act, Dick replied, 
“Because if he can’t, I’ll kill him.”2 

• Not everyone wants to act. During the 1970s and 1980s, a 
wild and crazy comedian named Ron Sweed, aka the Ghoul, 
hosted several mostly bad movies on a television program 
airing in Cleveland, Ohio. Frequently, in between segments 

 
1 Source: James Howe, Carol Burnett: The Sound of Laughter, pp. 15-

16. 
2 Source: Ginny Weissman and Coyne Steven Sanders, The Dick Van 

Dyke Show, pp. 48-49. 
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of the movie he was showing, he did short episodes of 
“Spencer and Mongolia,” a parody of a sitcom. Several 
women played Mongolia over the years—one woman quit 
because she regarded filming the episodes as a waste of her 
lunch hour.3 

Ad-libs 

• Jackie Gleason’s TV series The Honeymooners was shown 
live, and mistakes did happen. In one episode, Mr. Gleason, 
famous for the character Ralph Kramden, missed his 
entrance. Art Carney, who played sewer worker Ed Norton, 
simply went to the Kramdens’ icebox, took out an orange, 
and began peeling it until Ralph Kramden arrived. Whenever 
you see Jackie Gleason patting his stomach on the show, it’s 
a sign to the cast that they’re in trouble, and somebody better 
think of something to say or do to get them out of the jam. 
Audrey Meadows, in her character of Alice, Ralph’s wife, 
once snarled, “If you get any bigger, Gasbag, you’ll float 
away.” The line was an ad-lib, rendered necessary by 
circumstances.4 

• Henry Morgan was hired to do a radio program in Canada 
consisting of ad-libs. However, very quickly, the producer 
of the show complained that Mr. Morgan was cheating him 
because the show had no structure—no beginning, middle, 
or end. So on the next show, Mr. Morgan paused to point out 
to the audience the beginning of the show, then later he 
paused to point out the middle of the show, then finally he 
told the audience, “This is the end—I quit.”5 

• Much of Jack Benny’s humor came from his writers, but at 
least once he got off a funny ad-lib. During a radio show with 

 
3 Source: Ron “The Ghoul” Sweed, and Mike Olszewski, The Ghoul 

Scrapbook, p. 112. 
4 Source: John Javna, The Best of TV Sitcoms, p. 12. 
5 Source: Henry Morgan, Here’s Morgan!, p. 280. 
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Fred Allen—who was funny with or without writers—Mr. 
Allen kept peppering Mr. Benny with comic ad-lib insults. 
Finally, Mr. Benny protested, “You wouldn’t say those 
things if my writers were here!”6 

• Vaudeville comedian Ted Healy once came on stage just 
after a bear act left. The smallest bear left a dropping as it 
exited, and the amused audience members called for the 
return of the bear act. Mr. Healy looked at the dropping, then 
he told the audience, “If that’s the kind of crap you want, I’ll 
do it myself.” The audience laughed.7 

• British stand-up comedian Marti Caine once performed her 
act in front of a group of drunken rugby players immediately 
after some strippers had performed. A rugby player saw that 
Ms. Caine was not taking off her clothes, so he yelled, “We 
want tits!” Ms. Caine replied, “You’d look bright with tits.”8 

• Having dined well at the Trocadero, Robert Benchley 
strode to the door and asked the doorman to call him a taxi. 
However, the “doorman” said, “I’m very sorry. I happen to 
be a rear admiral in the United States Navy.” Mr. Benchley 
replied, “All right, then. Get us a battleship.”9 

• Comedian Beatrice Lillie was dining at a restaurant when 
a busboy dropped several dishes onto the floor. He started to 
pick up the pieces, but Ms. Lillie yelled, “Wait for the 
laugh!” The busboy—and Ms. Lillie—got a laugh.10 

 
6 Source: Larry Wilde, The Great Comedians, p. 36. 
7 Source: Morris “Moe” Feinberg, Larry: The Stooge in the Middle, p. 

75. 
8 Source: Morwenna Banks and Amanda Swift, The Joke’s on Us, p. 

14. 
9 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, p. 245. 
10 Source: Bruce Laffey, Beatrice Lillie, p. 213. 
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• While comedian Jebb Fink was performing live, his 
microphone suddenly sagged in its holder. Mr. Fink got a 
laugh by ad-libbing, “Oh, the story of my life. It’s always 
going limp when I need it most.”11 

• Wilson Mizner often complained about the apartment 
where he lived. When his friend, Jim Tully, asked him why 
he didn’t move, he replied, “I can never find my other 
shoe.”12 

Advertising 

• George Burns and Gracie Allen were quite successful at 
publicity stunts. In 1940, Gracie Allen ran for President on 
The Surprise Party ticket. She didn’t have a candidate for 
Vice President because she didn’t want vice in her 
administration. During her candidacy, Gracie launched a 
whistle-stop campaign that ran from Los Angeles, 
California, to Omaha, Nebraska. Many people are familiar 
with Pat Paulsen’s runs for the Presidency, but Gracie was 
the first comedian to do this. This was George Burns and 
Gracie Allen’s most successful publicity stunt.13 

• To advertise its Razzles candy, Mars Candy decided to use 
a Cleveland, Ohio, show in which comedian Ron Sweed, aka 
The Ghoul, hosted several mostly bad horror movies. The 
Ghoul criticized the candy for weeks, and the more he 
criticized it, the more its sales went up. In gratitude, Mars 
Candy delivered a case of Razzles to The Ghoul. The case of 
candy remained on the set of The Ghoul’s show for years—
unopened.14 

 
11 Source: Robert A. Stebbins, The Laugh-Makers, p. 92. 
12 Source: Jim Tully, A Dozen and One, p. 118. 
13 Source: George Burns, Gracie: A Love Story, pp. 184ff. 
14 Source: Ron “The Ghoul” Sweed and Mike Olszewski, The Ghoul 

Scrapbook, p. 21. 
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• Mark Twain understood small print and advertising. One 
of his advertisements for a lecture tour consisted of the huge 
words “MAGNIFICENT FIREWORKS” followed by the 
small print “were in contemplation for this occasion, but the 
idea has been abandoned.” Another of his advertisements 
read, “The doors open at 7; the trouble begins at 8.”15 

• Peter Cook and Dudley Moore made the film Bedazzled 
(1967), in which the voluptuous Raquel Welch played the 
sexy role of Miss Lillian Lust. At first, Mr. Cook and Mr. 
Moore wanted to name the film Raquel Welch, so that they 
could enjoy theater marquees blazing forth this legend: 
“Peter Cook and Dudley Moore in Raquel Welch.”16 

• While working for the Ringling Brothers, comedian Bobby 
Clark carried a lot of luggage, although many circus 
performers travel light. When management complained 
about his excess luggage, Mr. Clark said that he was entitled 
to it because the circus was advertising him as “bigger and 
better.”17 

• W.C. Fields wrote the screenplays of many of the movies 
he appeared in, using such pseudonyms as Mahatma Kane 
Jeeves or Otis Cribblecoblis. He gave one of his movies the 
title Never Give a Sucker an Even Break, hoping that movie 
marquees would advertise it as “W.C. Fields—Sucker.”18 

Alcohol 

• Vaudeville comedian Jim Thornton was an alcoholic. 
Once, he went on an alcoholic spree with another vaudeville 
comedian, George C. Davis. Although both men were 
alcoholics, they were different kinds of alcoholics. Mr. 

 
15 Source: an A&E Biography program featuring Mark Twain. 
16 Source: Peter Guttmacher, Legendary Comedies, p. 42. 
17 Source: Anthony Slide, Eccentrics of Comedy, p. 27. 
18 Source: Edward Edelson, Funny Men of the Movies, pp. 77, 80, 82. 
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Thornton could stay drunk for weeks, but still keep himself 
shaved and clean. Mr. Davis, however, let himself go to 
seed. The two had drunk up all their money, and they needed 
more money to buy themselves alcohol, so Mr. Thornton 
asked to borrow $2 from a vaudevillian they met on the 
street. The vaudevillian refused to lend them anything, so the 
clean Mr. Thornton turned to the filthy Mr. Davis and said, 
“George, throw a louse on him.”19 

• Jimmy Durante wanted to confess his sins, so he called 
Father Bob Perella to come to his apartment, which as usual 
was filled with Jimmy’s friends. When the priest arrived, 
Jimmy’s friend, Fatso Marco, asked the priest what he 
wanted to drink, then Father Bob and Jimmy went into the 
bedroom so Jimmy could confess his sins. A few minutes 
later, the door opened and Fatso brought the priest a drink. 
Jimmy hollered, “What are you doing? Can’t you see I’m 
making my confession?” Fatso replied, “Just because you 
got problems, the priest has to go dry?”20 

• Grantland Rice and humor writer Ring Lardner once shared 
a hotel suite in Chicago. Mr. Rice was writing articles each 
day, so he had to work pretty hard. However, Mr. Lardner 
was writing a weekly column, so he was able to take it easy. 
For much of the week, Mr. Lardner sat in the hotel suite, 
drinking and staring at a print on the hotel wall—the print 
showed a horse-riding competition: the Grand National. At 
the end of the week, while they were leaving the suite, Mr. 
Lardner turned to Mr. Rice and said, “Granny, the jock on 
the second horse isn’t even trying.”21 

• Who drummer Keith Moon was one of Monty Python 
member Graham Chapman’s drinking buddies, but he was 

 
19 Source: H. Allen Smith, Buskin’ With H. Allen Smith, pp. 167-168. 
20 Source: Joey Adams, The God Bit, pp. 33-34. 
21 Source: H. Allen Smith, Buskin’ With H. Allen Smith, p. 173. 
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not always a good friend. Once, Mr. Chapman needed 
money. As the two were walking, they saw a dustbin filled 
with garbage. Keith took approximately £2,000 out of his 
pocket, stuffed it in the bottom of the dustbin, and forced Mr. 
Chapman to dig through the garbage to get the money.22 

• When lesbian comedian Judy Carter came out to her 
mother, she made the mistake of getting drunk first. This 
meant that she kept stammering and couldn’t find the words 
to tell her mother that she was gay. After hearing a lot of 
stammering, her mother asked, “Judy, is it you want to tell 
me you’re gay?”23 

• Deanne Stillman, writer and coeditor of Titters: The First 
Collection of Humor by Women, was once asked where she 
thought she would be in five years. She replied, “Out to get 
a beer.”24 

Animals 

• At Cornell, practical joker Hugh Troy pulled a notable 
stunt with the aid of an accomplice. One morning, after a 
light snow had fallen on the greens of Cornell, Hugh and a 
friend took a wastepaper basket that had been made out of 
the foot of a rhinoceros and tied it to the middle of a 
clothesline so that they were able to lift the foot, then drop it 
to make a footprint without leaving their own footprints 
nearby to reveal the practical joke. The next morning, the 
footprints were discovered, and the zoology professors of the 
university identified them as belonging to a rhinoceros. The 
professors followed the footprints to a lake. The footprints 

 
22 Source: David Morgan, Monty Python Speaks, p. 219. 
23 Source: Judy Carter, The Homo Handbook, p. 151. 
24 Source: Denise Collier and Kathleen Beckett, Spare Ribs, p. 127. 
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continued on the ice of the lake, but disappeared where a 
gaping hole was in the ice.25 

• Bob Denver once appeared in a comic Western. In one 
scene, several very loud blanks were to be fired from a gun 
held very close to a horse’s head. Mr. Denver was worried 
that the horse would rear up at the noise, but the horse didn’t 
move a muscle. After the scene was over, Mr. Denver asked 
the wrangler how he had managed to keep the horse so calm. 
The wrangler motioned to the horse, then said, “Stone 
deaf.”26 

• In one of Olsen and Johnson’s stage successes, Harold 
Ogden (Chic) Johnson walked on stage carrying a gun 
(loaded with blanks, of course) which he shot at the roof, 
after which a chicken fell to the stage and John Sigvard (Ole) 
Olsen told the audience, “It’s a good thing that cows don’t 
fly.” Mr. Johnson then shot into the rafters again, and this 
time a cow fell to the stage.27 

• Of course, the real star of the television sitcom Mr. Ed was 
Mr. Ed, the horse—not Alan Young, who played Wilbur 
Post. Because of this, Mr. Young had to do his best in every 
shot—if the horse was perfect in doing what he was 
supposed to do, that was the shot that was used. Mr. Young 
also says that when the horse was tired, that was the end of 
shooting for the day.28 

• The family of Quaker humorist Tom Mullen adopted a 
stray dog, which they named Terry. Terry was so well fed 
that she was overweight, and because she was overweight, 
her legs bowed. In addition, her tail wagged so much that 

 
25 Source: Con Troy, Laugh with Hugh Troy, pp. 22-24. 
26 Source: Bob Denver, Gilligan, Maynard and Me, p. 181. 
27 Source: Leonard Maltin, Movie Comedy Teams, p. 239. 
28 Source: Alan Young, Mr. Ed and Me, p. 31. 
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one of the Mullen children called her “a story with a happy 
ending.”29 

• Although many people don’t realize it, much wildlife lives 
in New York City. Comedian (and birder) Bob Smith was 
watching a motionless Great Blue Heron in a Central Park 
lily pond when an astonished tourist asked him, “Is it 
real?”30 

• While working at WING radio in Dayton, Ohio, comedian 
Jonathan Winters brought a horse in to be his surprise guest, 
even though he had to bring it up three flights of stairs.31 

Audiences 

• Harry Houdini used to perform his famous needles-and-
thread illusion, during which he seemed to swallow first 
thread, then sewing needles. After allowing a member of the 
audience to look into his mouth and verify that no thread and 
needles were there, Houdini would pull the thread from his 
mouth, showing the audience that all the needles had been 
strung on the thread, supposedly while they were in his 
stomach. During one performance, Groucho Marx was in the 
audience. When Houdini asked for a volunteer from the 
audience, Groucho stepped forward and peered into 
Houdini’s mouth. After Houdini asked Groucho what he saw 
there, Groucho replied, “Gum disease.”32 

• On a horribly cold night in Cleveland, stand-up comedian 
Judy Carter came out to perform in front of an audience of 
only two people. She ended up sitting at their table and 

 
29 Source: Tom Mullen, Middle Age and Other Mixed Blessings, pp. 

30-31. 
30 Source: Bob Smith, Openly Bob, p. 87. 
31 Source: Nancy Cartwright, My Life as a 10-Year-Old Boy, p. 25. 
32 Source: Arthur Marx, Life With Groucho, pp. 81-82. Groucho 

actually said “Pyorrhea,” which is a form of gum disease. 
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telling a few jokes. After the “show” was over, the couple 
invited her to their home for breakfast. She accepted.33 

• Weird comedian Andy Kaufman once came out on stage 
and started singing “100 Bottles of Beer on the Wall.” The 
audience hated it, but when Mr. Kaufman left the stage after 
getting down to “2 Bottles of Beer,” the audience wanted 
him to finish the song.34 

• Much of Richard Lewis’ comedy is about the pain of being 
alive. One day, some UCLA students—the image of health 
and happiness—recognized him when he was in his car and 
shouted to him, “We’re in pain, too.”35 

Bombing 

• Very early in her career as a stand-up comedian, Carol 
Siskind bombed horribly in a club in which her brother was 
a member of the audience. She refused to let him not see her 
succeed, so she dragged him to another club, where she also 
bombed. Still refusing to let him go home, she dragged her 
brother to yet another club, where finally, at 2 a.m., she had 
a good set. Only after her brother had finally seen her 
succeed would she let him go home.36 

• Very early in her career, Phyllis Diller did what all 
beginning comedians do—bomb. To get into show business, 
she called the Red Cross and volunteered her services as a 
comedian. They sent her to a veterans’ hospital, where she 

 
33 Source: Judy Carter, Stand-Up Comedy: The Book, p. 155. 
34 Source: Robert Morton, editor, Stand-up Comedians on Television, 

p. 129. 
35 Source: Laurie Stone, Laughing in the Dark, pp. 135-136. 
36 Source: Betsy Borns, Comic Lives, p. 270. 
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performed in front of four guys who yelled at her, “Leave us 
alone—we’re already in pain.”37 

• The very dignified Greer Garson guested on Jimmy 
Durante’s program. She didn’t know anything about comedy 
and asked Mr. Durante what would happen if the show 
wasn’t funny. Mr. Durante replied, “Then, Miss Garson, 
we’re all gonna be in the toilet together.”38 

Children 

• As a little girl, Sandra Bernhard used to enjoy putting a 
layer of Elmer’s glue on the palm of her hand, letting it dry, 
then peeling it off—for one thing, the glue had a very nice 
smell. One day, her father saw her with the glue, and he 
asked, “Are you sniffing that glue? Well, I sure hope you 
never sniff airplane glue.” Young Sandra responded, “No, I 
never would—it can give you brain damage!” This 
conversation made young Sandra start thinking, and that 
night, she tried to remember the lyrics of songs from 
Broadway musicals that she often sang around the house. 
After a few hours of self-torture, she went to her parents’ 
bedroom and told them that she had brain damage. (She 
didn’t have brain damage, of course.)39 

• Eddie Cantor was a very popular comedian in early 20th-
century America. Being in show business often requires 
frequent and prolonged absences from home, and after Mr. 
Cantor had been on an extended tour, he came home late one 
night and the next morning relaxed in his living room, 
reading the morning newspaper while waiting for breakfast. 
His four-year-old daughter came into the living room, saw 

 
37 Source: Mary Unterbrink, Funny Women, p. 89. 
38 Source: Eddie Cantor, Take My Life, p. 60. 
39 Source: Sandra Bernhard, Confessions of a Pretty Lady, pp. 27-28. 
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him, then shouted for her mother, “Mama, mama, come here 
quick—that man is here again.”40 

• As a child, comedian Cathy Ladman listened over and over 
to the comedy album Nichols and May Examine Doctors, 
memorizing it, even though she didn’t understand all of the 
album. In fact, after she said her prayers, she would recite 
part of the album to her mother, who responded by saying, 
“That’s nice, dear”—but who, Ms. Ladman says, must have 
searched her Doctor Spock book to find out if this kind of 
behavior in a child was deviant.41 

• Comedian Jerry Lewis got his first laugh the first time he 
stepped on stage. When he was a kid, his father, a singer in 
vaudeville, allowed Jerry to sing, “Brother, Can You Spare 
a Dime?” At the end of the song, the audience began to 
applaud. As Jerry was making a bow, his foot slipped and hit 
a footlight, which exploded, causing the audience to laugh. 
Jerry decided that he liked the laughter, and so he became a 
comedian.42 

• Because of his white hair and large moustache, Mark 
Twain resembled Melville Fuller, the Chief Justice of the 
United States. While Mr. Twain was visiting Washington 
D.C., a little girl saw him, mistook him for Mr. Fuller, and 
asked, “Mr. Chief Justice Fuller, won’t you write something 
for me in my autograph book?” Mr. Twain agreed, wrote, 
“It’s glorious to be full but it’s heavenly to be Fuller,” then 
signed his own name.43 

 
40 Source: Frank Ernest Nicholson, Favorite Jokes of Famous People, 

p. 113. 
41 Source: Robert Morton, editor, Stand-up Comedians on Television, 

p. 77. 
42 Source: an A&E Biography program featuring Jerry Lewis. 
43 Source: Cyril Clemens, editor, Mark Twain Anecdotes, pp. 3-4. 
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• When she was growing up, comedian Margaret Cho 
worked in her parents’ bookstore, which was located in an 
area heavily populated by gay men. At first, she was scared 
of them because they dressed in leather and looked tough, 
even though the worst thing that happened was one of them 
smiled at her and told her, “I like your purse.” As soon as 
she was old enough to realize that they were gay, she felt 
safe.44 

• Groucho Marx’s son, Arthur, wanted a BB gun when he 
was 10 years old. However, Groucho didn’t want to get him 
one, because of the danger, so he said, “As long as I’m the 
head of the house, you’re not going to get a gun!” Arthur 
replied, “Dad, if I get a gun, you won’t be the head of the 
house!”45 

• When he was a child, Eddie Cantor served as a waiter to 
the camp directors of Surprise Lake Camp. He was a very 
efficient waiter—he never waited for the directors to finish 
their desserts but would snatch them away half-eaten so he 
could finish eating them in the kitchen.46 

• When comedian Sandra Bernhard was a little girl, she 
decided to see if she could sleep an entire night with a wad 
of chewing gum in her mouth. Of course, when young 
Sandra woke up, her mother had to use scissors to cut the 
gum out of her hair.47 

• Comedian Tracey Ullman got her first job, helping out at a 
local bakery, when she was 14. Unfortunately, she didn’t last 
long at the job—whenever she had to put cream cakes into 

 
44 Source: Margaret Cho, I’m the One That I Want, pp. 29-30. 
45 Source: Groucho Marx, Groucho and Me, pp. 336-337. 
46 Source: Eddie Cantor, My Life is in Your Hands, p. 36. 
47 Source: Sandra Bernhard, Confessions of a Pretty Lady, p. 28. 
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bags, she insisted on licking the excess icing off her 
fingers.48 

• As a youngster, comedian Richard Pryor used to perform 
in school talent shows. His talent for making people laugh 
made itself known early, and the school auditorium was 
packed with kids waiting for young Richard to rehearse.49 

• Comedian Beatrice Lillie once wore a $10,000 diamond 
ring. Child actor Brandon De Wilde looked at it and was 
properly impressed, saying, “Gosh, I bet that cost $100.”50 

• Jack Benny used to pretend that his car wouldn’t start 
without a kiss. Of course, after his little daughter gave him a 
kiss, the car started right up.51 

 
48 Source: Tracey Ullman, Tracey Takes On, p. 111. 
49 Source: John A. Williams and Dennis A. Williams, If I Stop I’ll Die, 

p. 31. 
50 Source: Bruce Laffey, Beatrice Lillie, p. 200. 
51 Source: an A&E Biography program featuring Jack Benny. 
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CHAPTER 2: From Christmas to Gays and Lesbians 

Christmas 

• Lou Costello of Abbott and Costello fame really got into 
Christmas, setting up an elaborate Christmas display each 
year with angels, music, reindeer, and many hundreds of 
Christmas lights. Comedian George Gobel lived across the 
street from Mr. Costello. Mr. Gobel did nothing for 
Christmas except to put up a sign that said, “See our display 
across the street.”52 

Clothing 

• Some stand-up comedians pay too much attention to what 
they wear. Comedian Jay Sankey met a comedian who tried 
to dress in a way that supported his on-stage character (an 
excellent idea), but who then asked Mr. Sankey what the 
audience would think of his shoes. Mr. Sankey replied, “If 
they notice your shoes, you aren’t funny.”53 

• Suzanne Rand of the improvisational team Monteith and 
Rand had a grandmother who bought her incredibly sexy 
underwear. One day she wore some of the underwear to bed, 
and when she got up in the middle of the night to go to the 
bathroom, she looked down and noticed that her crotch was 
glowing.54 

• Groucho Marx owned a photograph of a young Harpo 
Marx. In it, Harpo is wearing mittens and holding a 
gentleman’s leather glove in his hands. Why? According to 

 
52 Source: Bob Thomas, Bud & Lou: The Abbott & Costello Story, p. 

148. 
53 Source: Jay Sankey, Zen and the Art of Stand-Up Comedy, p. 69. 
54 Source: Denise Collier and Kathleen Beckett, Spare Ribs, p. 48. 
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Groucho, “Harpo heard early in life that a gentleman never 
appears in public without holding a glove.”55 

• When Carol Burnett was growing up, she lived with her 
grandmother in a small apartment—so small that young 
Carol hung her clothes in the shower. For years, whenever 
Carol put on her clothing, it was slightly damp.56 

• Beatrice Lillie once dressed in a long formal gown and 
gave a serious recitation in front of Ethel Barrymore—before 
lifting her skirt and roller-skating off the stage.57 

Competition 

• Vaudeville comedians often tried to steal laughs from each 
other. One day, when W.C. Fields was doing his famous pool 
game routine on stage, Ed Wynn sneaked under the table and 
began mugging to get laughs. Mr. Fields continued with his 
act and waited until Mr. Wynn stuck his head out from under 
the pool table, then swung the cue stick and hit Mr. Wynn 
hard. The audience thought it was part of the act and howled 
every time Mr. Wynn moaned. After this incident, Mr. Wynn 
stopped sneaking under Mr. Fields’ pool table.58 

• Early in Bob Newhart’s career, after he had become the 
hottest comedian in show business, he used to watch the 
comedians on The Ed Sullivan Show to size up the 
competition. Week after week, he watched the comedians 
and said, “Well, fella, you’re OK, but not socko. We know 
who’s still number one.” But after watching a young 

 
55 Source: Leo Rosten, People I Have Loved, Known or Admired, p. 

65. 
56 Source: James Howe, Carol Burnett: The Sound of Laughter, p. 5. 
57 Source: Stephen M. Silverman, Funny Ladies, p. 34. 
58 Source: Robert Lewis Taylor, W.C. Fields: His Follies and 

Fortunes, pp. 150-151. 
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comedian named Bill Cosby on Ed Sullivan, Mr. Newhart 
said, “Good luck, kid. Take it and run with it awhile.”59 

Contracts 

• When comedian/singer Fanny Brice was given a contract 
by the great theatrical producer Florenz “Flo” Ziegfeld, she 
wore it out by constantly showing it to her family, friends, 
acquaintances, and total strangers. Mr. Ziegfeld gave her a 
new copy of the contract, but when she wore that one out, 
too, he declined to give her any more written contracts. Ms. 
Brice kept on working for Mr. Ziegfeld for several years, but 
their contracts were all verbal, not written.60 

• Comedian George Burns recognized Jack Haley’s talent—
Mr. Haley played the Tin Woodsman in The Wizard of Oz—
and kept introducing him to a producer who ignored him. 
After Mr. Haley made it big in show business, the producer 
came up to Mr. Burns and said, “Why didn’t you tell me you 
knew such a talented guy? I could have put him on contract 
years ago!”61 

Costumes 

• Benny Hill’s relationship with the beautiful women who 
appeared on his show was professional, although he did form 
friendships with some of the women—and their husbands. 
He also listened to their complaints when they had any. For 
example, one day the actresses on his TV show complained 
about a costume design that had only a couple of inches of 
material across the crotch. Colleague Bob Todd told Mr. Hill 
of the complaints about the costumes, and Mr. Hill—without 
even looking at the costumes—ordered the wardrobe 

 
59 Source: Jeff Sorensen, Bob Newhart, p. 71. 
60 Source: Julien Phillips, Stars of the Ziegfeld Follies, p. 45. 
61 Source: Joe Franklin, Joe Franklin’s Encyclopedia of Comedians, p. 
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mistress to change them. According to Mr. Todd, “He was 
like a Dutch uncle to those girls.”62 

• Famous vaudeville comedian Bobby Clark was seldom 
recognized unless he was wearing his trademark 
spectacles—which weren’t real spectacles, but were merely 
drawn onto his face. Even his barber, who had been cutting 
his hair for years, didn’t recognize him. One day, his barber 
told him that he had seen a comedian with the same name as 
Mr. Clark on a vaudeville stage and he wondered where the 
comedian had thought up the crazy things he did. Mr. Clark 
replied that he had often wondered the same thing.63 

• In Hollywood, a costumer brought Terry-Thomas his 
articles of clothing for a scene, dumped them on the floor 
and said, “These should fit you. I’ve seen you on TV.” Terry-
Thomas, known for dressing immaculately, was shocked. 
“Oh,” he said, “so this the way you measure, by looking at 
people on the TV.” He pointed to the shoes. “I told you I 
needed a size 11. Without trying those on, I can tell you 
they’re a size 8.” The costumer replied, “Don’t worry. I’ll 
give them a shine.”64 

Death 

• Harpo Marx had a very poor education, but the geniuses of 
the Algonquin Round Table liked him because he was good 
at games such as croquet. However, he was not so good at 
the murder game that was sometimes played at critic 
Alexander Woollcott’s house. In the game, a “murderer” 
would approach the “victim” and give him or her a written 
message saying that he or she was dead. The victim was 
supposed to lie down until discovered, and then Woollcott’s 
guests would use their detective skills to discover the 

 
62 Source: Margaret Forwood, The Real Benny Hill, p. 157. 
63 Source: Anthony Slide, Eccentrics of Comedy, p. 30. 
64 Source: Terry-Thomas, Terry-Thomas Tells Tales, p. 123. 
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murderer. Once, Harpo was the murderer, but the guests 
realized that immediately because Harpo’s written message 
to his victim was, “You are ded.”65 

• Buster Keaton’s movie masterpiece Steamboat Bill Jr., 
contains a memorable gag. A hurricane blows the front of a 
house over on top of Buster, and he escapes unharmed only 
because he is standing in the exact spot where he will be 
safe—the spot where the house has an open window. The 
gag was carefully planned: Buster had exactly three inches 
of clearance over his head and beside each shoulder. The 
front of the house weighed two tons (it had to be built that 
heavy so that it wouldn’t twist in the wind created for the 
movie), and if it had actually hit Buster, it would have killed 
him instantly.66 

• While serving as a soldier in World War II, Spike Mulligan 
knew an eccentric soldier who occasionally went AWOL for 
a few weeks, then turned himself in. The eccentric soldier 
was sent to see a military psychiatrist, to whom he 
complained about being made to wear a uniform. The 
psychiatrist asked why he didn’t like the uniform, and the 
eccentric soldier explained, “It’s dangerous. Germans shoot 
at it on sight.” The psychiatrist’s report stated, “There is 
nothing wrong with this man. He has a wholesome fear of 
being shot by Germans.”67 

• In 1928, when comedian Henry Morgan was thirteen years 
old, he and a few friends went to Palisades Park on the first 
day the amusement park opened for the season. While they 
were there, a man offered them a free ride on the roller 

 
65 Source: Paul D. Zimmerman and Burt Goldblatt, The Marx Brothers 
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coaster. Afterward, young Henry, who admits that he was a 
nosy kid, asked the man why he had let them ride free on the 
roller coaster. “Oh, it’s the beginning of the season,” the man 
explained. “We wanted to see if it’s still safe.”68 

• Groucho Marx was dragged to see a medium by his wife. 
He was reluctant to go because he didn’t believe the medium 
could communicate with the dead, but he perked up when he 
heard that the medium would answer any question asked of 
her. Groucho’s question was, “What’s the capital of North 
Dakota?” The medium didn’t know the answer, and two of 
her muscular male confederates threw Groucho out of the 
séance.69 

• Marie Dressler was a silent movie comedian who worked 
with Charlie Chaplin. During World War I, she was so 
famous that some American G.I.s stationed in France named 
a cow after her. When the cow was killed during the war, 
newspaper headlines stated, “‘MARIE DRESSLER’ 
KILLED IN LINE OF DUTY,” and the real Marie Dressler 
had a hard time convincing other people that she hadn’t 
died.70 

• During World War I, French silent film comedian Max 
Linder fought against the Germans. At the First Battle of the 
Aisne, Mr. Linder was machine-gunned. The Germans 
thought he was dead, and they sent a message of condolence 
to Mr. Linder’s film company. Fortunately, Mr. Linder 
survived.71 

• When comedy writer Barney Dean was in a hospital dying 
of cancer, Bob Hope visited him. Mr. Hope wondered 

 
68 Source: Henry Morgan, Here’s Morgan!, pp. 73-74. 
69 Source: Groucho Marx, Confessions of a Mangy Lover, pp. 111-112. 
70 Source: Stephen M. Silverman, Funny Ladies, p. 23. 
71 Source: Frank Manchel, The Rise of Film Comedy, p. 9. 
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whether Mr. Dean knew that he was going to die, just as Al 
“Jolie” Jolsen had died a few weeks earlier. When Mr. Hope 
walked into Mr. Dean’s hospital room, Mr. Dean asked, 
“Got any messages for Jolie?”72 

• Monty Python member Graham Chapman was always late 
for everything. After Mr. Chapman died, fellow Python 
member Michael Palin joked at the funeral, “I’d like to think 
he’s with us now—well, at least he will be in 20 minutes.”73 

• Henny Youngman’s most famous one-liner was, “Take my 
wife—please!” At his funeral, Rabbi Noach Valley of the 
Actors’ Temple in New York prayed, “Dear God, take 
Henny Youngman—please.”74 

Education 

• As a comedian with cerebral palsy, which affects her 
control of her muscles, Geri Jewell has been in some 
interesting situations. When she showed up to take her 
driving test, the examiner refused to allow her to take it on 
the grounds that she was drunk! And when she went on a 
field trip to a psychiatric hospital with her college 
psychology class, one of the attendants thought she belonged 
there. When she tried to leave with the rest of the class, the 
attendant told her, “Come on now, honey. You can’t go with 
those people. This is your home here.” Ms. Jewell had to yell 
for help so her professor could tell the attendant that she was 
a student—the attendant was shocked and muttered, “I guess 
they’re letting everybody into college nowadays.”75 

• When his two sons were attending UCLA, comedian Joe 
E. Brown was invited to join his sons’ fraternity—provided 

 
72 Source: Bob Hope, The Road to Hollywood, p. 41. 
73 Source: David Morgan, Monty Python Speaks, p. 93. 
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that he become an undergraduate. Mr. Brown paid the tuition 
and even attended a physics class, where he challenged the 
professor’s statements and even asserted that Albert Einstein 
had called him for advice. (This was a somewhat true 
statement, but of course Mr. Einstein hadn’t called Mr. 
Brown for advice about physics.) After the class was over, 
the professor told Mr. Brown, “Stay away from my class, 
and I’ll give you an A, but if you ever show your face in here 
again, I’ll flunk you.”76 

• Before W.C. Fields left for Australia on a vaudeville tour, 
he had a bookseller fill a large trunk with classic books. 
Australia in those days had little to offer in the way of 
entertainment, and sea voyages to Australia took a long time, 
so the books were a necessity. Mr. Fields, by the way, 
became a great fan of Charles Dickens, and apparently was 
influenced by Dickens’ comedy. It’s impossible for many 
people to read the words of Mr. Micawber in David 
Copperfield without hearing those words being spoken by 
Mr. Fields.77 

• Gay comedian Bob Smith eagerly read through the J.R.R. 
Tolkien Middle Earth books in the 10th grade, ignoring his 
homework for a while, and even reading the books in class. 
Teachers never became angry at him for reading in class, but 
they would say, “Excuse me, Bob,” a few times to get his 
attention, then add something such as, “I know that an 
English teacher should encourage reading … but, Bob, 
would you mind putting your book away?”78 

• When comedian Kate Clinton was a teacher, she bored her 
class by teaching them how to make plurals of nouns—
mouse/mice, etc.—something that annoyed them because an 

 
76 Source: Joe E. Brown, Laughter is a Wonderful Thing, pp. 258-259. 
77 Source: Eddie Cantor, Take My Life, p. 141. 
78 Source: Bob Smith, Way to Go, Smith!, pp. 202-203. 
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exception seemed to exist for every rule. Finally, she asked 
one youngster, “Steve, spell the plural of leaf.” He looked at 
her, then answered, “T-R-E-E.”79 

• A recent fad is to collect the high-school yearbooks of 
famous people. Anyone who collects comedian Robin 
Williams’ yearbook won’t be surprised to see his name listed 
in a column of students thought to be “Most Humorous,” but 
they may be surprised to see his name listed in the column 
of students thought to be “Least Likely to Succeed.”80 

Food 

• Celebrities have an advantage over other people in that 
they can get into crowded restaurants quickly by mentioning 
their name. While Groucho Marx and his family were 
waiting in line to get into a crowded restaurant, his wife 
asked him to let the headwaiter know who he was so they 
would be seated quickly. (This was in the days before 
Groucho grew a real mustache, and so he had not been 
recognized.) Groucho didn’t want to reveal his name 
because he didn’t like the kind of restaurants that catered to 
celebrities. In fact, Groucho had given the headwaiter a fake 
name: Sam Jackson. However, his wife was persistent, so 
finally he tapped the headwaiter on the shoulder and said, 
“My wife wants me to tell you who I am. My name’s not 
really Jackson. It’s Abe Schwartz, and I’m in the wholesale 
plumbing business. And this is Mrs. Schwartz, and all the 
little Schwartzes.”81 

• Will Rogers had a little son named Jimmy who loved 
cake—lots of cake. Jimmy was invited to a party, and his 
parents cautioned him to take only one piece of cake, and he 
promised to obey. After the party, they asked how many 

 
79 Source: Kate Clinton, Don’t Get Me Started, pp. 82-83. 
80 Source: Jay David, The Life and Humor of Robin Williams, p. 8. 
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pieces of cake he had eaten, and he said just one, adding that 
the hostess had wanted him to eat more than one piece: “Mrs. 
Jones kept pushing it at me, and I kept saying, ‘No,’ and I 
don’t think she liked it. She said, ‘Why, Jimmy, everybody 
likes my cake!’” Finally little Jimmy had found a way to 
keep her from tempting him with more cake: “I thought of 
what Dad says sometimes, so I told her, ‘You just better take 
that damn stuff out of here.’”82 

• Comedian Jay Leno grew up in a working-class family, and 
he declines to pay excessive prices for food, despite being a 
multi-millionaire. When he was a struggling comedian in 
New York, he used to eat at the Stage Deli, where he would 
buy a hamburger for $1.10, because he didn’t want to spend 
$4.50 for a roast beef sandwich. After becoming hugely 
successful, he took his wife, Mavis, to the Stage Deli, where 
he planned on finally eating a roast beef sandwich. However, 
the price had changed—the roast beef sandwich was now 
$9.50. Mr. Leno said, “I’m not paying $9.50! It used to be 
only $4.50! I didn’t want it that much.”83 

• As starving comedians very early in their career, Richard 
“Cheech” Marin and Tommy Chong had to come up with 
creative ways to get food. Cheech used to write letters to the 
companies that marketed food he liked and tell them that he 
had found something gross in their food—even though he 
hadn’t. For example, he would write a famous soup company 
and tell them that he had found flies in their soup. The 
companies almost always responded by sending him cases 
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of free food. Once, a company vice president even 
personally delivered three expensive steaks to him.84 

• Selma Diamond was one of the earliest women to make her 
living from writing comedy—she wrote for such comedians 
as Jimmy Durante, Milton Berle, and Jack Paar. For years, 
she lived in New York, but eventually she left to write 
comedy in Hollywood. After being gone for nine years and 
becoming a big success, she returned to New York and went 
into the candy store she used to frequent. She asked the 
owner, “Did you know where I’ve been?” He replied, “You 
been buyin’ your candy from the store across the street?”85 

• When he was growing up, Sam Levenson and his friends 
occasionally headed for Central Park to go hiking. While 
there, the kids got hungry, but fortunately their mothers 
always packed their lunches. Each time the kids went hiking, 
the “miracle of the sandwiches” took place: One of the 
children would say he was tired of the sandwiches his mother 
fixed for him, the other children would agree, so everybody 
would swap sandwiches. But miraculously, all the kids 
ended up with salami sandwiches.86 

• Lisa Kron performs a theatrical one-person show titled 101 
Humiliating Stories. One of the stories is about her walking 
down the hall in a law office, stopping along the way and 
talking to everyone she met. Once she is down the hall, a 
female employee tells her, “Your skirt is tucked into your 
tights.” Ms. Kron says she felt like telling everyone in the 
law office, “You don’t get a butt like this eating Slim-Fast 
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for lunch. You have to eat a real lunch to get a butt like 
this.”87 

• For a while, Joan Rivers told many, many fat jokes about 
Elizabeth Taylor—for example, “She puts mayonnaise on an 
aspirin” and “Her car has a bumper sticker that says, ‘My 
other car is a refrigerator.’” Ms. Taylor was a good sport and 
sent Ms. Rivers word that the fat jokes did not offend her—
in fact, the fat jokes had inspired her to lose weight.88 

• One of Red Skelton’s most famous comedy routines 
demonstrated the different ways in which people dunk 
donuts. While doing this routine, Red ate as many as eight 
or nine donuts. When you consider that in vaudeville, a 
comic might do a routine five times a day, it’s easy to see 
why Red’s physician ordered him to stop doing the routine.89 

• When comedian Dick Gregory was in high school, he 
wanted to learn etiquette. So he took a high-school cooking 
course, where he learned not to eat all the meat, then turn the 
plate and eat all the potato, then turn the plate and eat all the 
greens.90 

• Comedian Eddie Cantor’s wife wanted him to eat his 
spinach, which he disliked, so she used to hide it under his 
mashed potatoes.91 

Friends 

• Early in his career as a stand-up comedian, Jay Leno 
worked in a lot of strip clubs. One club was the Teddy Bear 
Lounge in Boston. The strippers weren’t hookers; they were 

 
87 Source: Mark Russell, editor, Out of Character, p. 221. 
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90 Source: Dick Gregory, Nigger, p. 89. 
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working-class women who worked hard to earn a good 
living. They also were very supportive of Mr. Leno, who was 
working in a place notoriously difficult to get laughs. One 
day, he was doing his act in front of two naked women taking 
bubble baths in tubs that looked like giant champagne 
glasses. The crowd was not interested in Mr. Leno’s act, and 
a man in the audience started heckling him. One of the 
women got out of her giant champagne glass, walked over to 
the heckler, grabbed him by his collar, and punched him in 
the face, giving him a bloody nose. Then she walked back to 
her bubble bath. Mr. Leno says today, “That was the first 
time in my life that a nude woman had to defend my 
honor.”92 

• Jimmy Durante was a very gregarious fellow. Wherever he 
had a hotel suite, it was constantly filled with his friends—
and with his friends’ friends. One day, the telephone rang, 
and the hotel operator told Jimmy that Dave Rappaport from 
New Jersey wanted to see him. Jimmy didn’t know any Dave 
Rappaport from New Jersey, so he asked the numerous 
people in his suite if they knew a Dave Rappaport from New 
Jersey. It turned out that they didn’t know him, either. “So 
nobody ever hoid of him,” Jimmy said. “Ah, what the hell, 
tell him to come on up anyway.”93 

• While the members of Monty Python were filming their 
movie The Life of Brian, Ian Johnson made a documentary 
of the process, during which he asked the various Pythons to 
comment on each other. They got together in a group to 
watch the documentary, in which they had been open about 
each other, including criticisms of each other, but after 
seeing the documentary, a moment occurred during which 
they all looked at each other as if to say, “Yes, I know you. 

 
92 Source: Jay Leno, Leading With My Chin, pp. 80-81. 
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I know your good points, your bad points, but the hell with 
all that anyway, because—I like you.”94 

• After becoming famous as an entertainer, Will Rogers was 
occasionally seen doing his comedy act by people from back 
home. One person saw Mr. Rogers’ act, then he returned 
home where friends asked him what Mr. Rogers was doing 
to become so famous. He replied, “Oh, just acting the fool 
like he used to do around here.”95 

• Jack Benny used to fall down on the floor laughing at the 
witticisms of his friend George Burns. In his later years, 
whenever Mr. Benny saw Mr. Burns coming, he would say, 
“Wait, let me lie down on the floor. I’m too old to fall.”96 

Gays and Lesbians 

• The homes of gay men tend to be cleaner (and better 
decorated) than the homes of many single straight men and 
lesbians. Lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans once visited the 
home of a gay friend of hers. While talking to her, his 
roommate, another gay man, moved a vase and saw a ring. 
He immediately got a bottle of Windex, sprayed the ring, and 
wiped it clean, all without stopping his conversation with 
her. Meanwhile, her friend prepared himself a bowl of 
oatmeal, spilled two flakes on the floor, and immediately got 
a Dustbuster and cleaned up the flakes. He noticed Ms. 
Orleans staring with disbelief at him and his roommate, and 
he said, “We can’t help it. We’re gay.”97 

• A talent manager—one of the top people in the field—told 
gay comedian Bob Smith early in his career that he could go 
far if only he would drop his gay material. Despite making 

 
94 Source: Graham Chapman, Graham Crackers, p. 73. 
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only $3,000 a year from his comedy back then, Mr. Smith 
was not tempted to accept the advice.98 

• Lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans remembers her very first 
gay bumper sticker: “I’m One Too.” As she was driving on 
the highway, a car filled with women pulled up beside her. 
The women rolled their windows down and shouted, “So are 
we!”99 

• After coming out as a lesbian for the first time to her 
audience, stand-up comedian Judy Carter had a good set and 
the audience gave her a standing ovation. She started crying 
because the audience had accepted her for who she was.100 

• Whenever people ask lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans what 
the Bible says about homosexuality, she says that the last 
time she checked, it said, “Love thy neighbor.”101 

 
98 Source: Laurie Stone, Laughing in the Dark, p. 184. 
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CHAPTER 3: From Gifts to Money 

Gifts 

• Early in the careers of country comedy duo Homer and 
Jethro, work (and pay) was hard to get, and consequently, 
food was hard to get. During this period of poverty, Jethro 
had a birthday, and Homer bought him a present with the 
little bit of money he had—a hot dog and a Coke. The 
birthday present was much appreciated.102 

• When Jewish comedian Myron Cohen bought a farm, his 
friend Bill Robbins brought him a house-warming present—
a cow. Mr. Robbins said, “She’s a real Holstein. But to make 
her feel more comfortable, maybe we’d better change her 
name to Goldstein.”103 

• Gay men tend to like comedian Margaret Cho. One gay 
man sent her a beautiful basket of Vidal Sassoon hair care 
products, which pleased her until she realized that all of the 
products were for dry and damaged hair. Ms. Cho says, 
“Thanks, bitch.”104 

Husbands and Wives 

• One of Fanny Brice’s three husbands was Nicky Arnstein, 
a small-time con man. Mr. Arnstein was a talker: a person 
who was always going to make it big, but who got most of 
his money from rich women. Still, he was handsome, and he 
understood the good things in life—that is, the good things 
in life that are expensive. Eventually, he spent time in prison 
after being convicted of masterminding a bond robbery. 
Fanny stayed true to Nicky while he was in prison, even 
naming her and Nicky’s second child after Nicky’s lawyer. 
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Fanny never believed Nicky was involved in the bond 
robbery; she once told the press, “Mastermind? He couldn’t 
mastermind an electric bulb into a socket.”105 

• Margaret Dumont played a high-society woman who was 
the target of Groucho Marx’s amorous (and money-
grubbing) affections in 12 years of films by the Marx 
Brothers. Once, a reporter—influenced perhaps by the many 
marriage proposals Groucho made to Ms. Dumont on 
screen—wrote that the two were married in real life. When 
Ms. Dumont told Groucho that the reporter’s mistake was 
embarrassing, he replied, “Embarrassing? I’ve just written a 
magazine article about my wife, and the magazine is printing 
her picture. When the article comes out, I’ll be arrested for 
bigamy.”106 

• Comedian Rita Rudner got married in a courthouse, and 
she and her husband didn’t spend a lot of money on wedding 
photographs. Instead, both of them brought cameras. She 
asked a passerby to take their photo, so her wedding photo 
shows her and her husband smiling, and in the background 
are a soft drink machine and a man drinking a Diet Coke. 
However, it could have been worse, and it was. Her 
husband’s camera contained a very old roll of film, and when 
it was developed, in addition to the one wedding photo, she 
saw lots of photos of her husband’s old girlfriends.107 

• Zero Mostel’s relationship with his second wife, Kate, was 
sometimes stormy. Once, they decided to separate. Kate was 
in bed, turned away from her husband, while Mr. Mostel 
thundered around the room, packing his suitcase. Finally, he 
said, “Aren’t you going to turn around and say good-bye?” 

 
105 Source: Norman Katkov, The Fabulous Fanny, pp. 115, 136. 
106 Source: Paul D. Zimmerman and Burt Goldblatt, The Marx 

Brothers at the Movies, pp. 185-186. 
107 Source: Rita Rudner, Naked Beneath My Clothes, pp. 52-53. 



   
 

32 

She did, and saw Zero standing by the bed holding a suitcase 
and dressed only in his hat, socks, and shoes. She laughed 
and told him to come to bed.108 

• Charlie Chaplin and Jim Tully were walking in Hollywood 
on a side street when they came across a wedding party. The 
group recognized Mr. Chaplin and asked if he would mind 
having his photograph taken with the bride and groom. He 
consented, and after the photo was taken, started walking 
again with Mr. Tully. For a while, the much-married Mr. 
Chaplin walked with his head down, then he said, “Poor 
devils.”109 

• Goodman Ace was a comedian of the 1950s who had his 
own highly successful radio show and worked as a writer on 
Milton Berle’s TV show. He knew many of the famous 
comedians of his day. While walking with Groucho Marx in 
New York, the two passed a wedding. Groucho, who had 
been divorced twice, tapped the bride on her shoulder and 
said softly, “I tried it twice—it’s no good.”110 

• As a Valentine’s Day surprise for his wife, Nell, comedian 
Garry Moore hired a skywriter to create this message in the 
sky: “GARRY LOVES NELL.” (One of his presents to her 
was a belt with rivets spelling out the rather crowded words 
“MY NAME IS NELL I AM A MARRIED LADY BUT 
THANK YOU JUST THE SAME.”)111 

• Natalie Schafer, who played Mrs. Thurston Howell on 
Gilligan’s Island, kept her age strictly a secret. (When she 
died in 1990, she was 90 years old.) When her husband, 
Louis Calhern, was on his deathbed, he asked her to reveal 
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her age to him. She looked her dying husband straight in the 
eyes and replied, “Never!”112 

• After seeing Elizabeth Taylor appear on television wearing 
her new, huge diamond given to her by her husband, Richard 
Burton, comedian Zero Mostel told his friends, “I wanted to 
buy that diamond for Kate [his wife], but that son-of-a-bitch 
Burton outbid me by $50.”113 

• Comedian Rita Rudner bought a massage for her husband 
as a birthday gift. Big mistake. The doorbell rang, Rita 
answered it, and a beautiful, blonde, 18-year-old woman 
said, “I’m here to give your husband a massage.” Ms. 
Rudner replied, “He’s dead.”114 

• When Gracie Allen was young, she had a crush on Charlie 
Chaplin. Once, she met him—and he even kissed her on the 
cheek! Whenever George Burns would ask her to say 
something funny, Gracie replied, “Charlie Chaplin.”115 

• Movie director Billy Wilder had a strange sense of humor. 
While he was in Paris, his wife asked him to buy a bidet. He 
was unable to buy one, so he wired his wife, “Unable obtain 
bidet. Suggest handstand in shower.”116 

• Redd Foxx married a beautiful but small-talented singer. 
After one of her concerts, she asked him, “How’d I sound 
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tonight?” Mr. Foxx replied, “Honey, you hit a note tonight 
that curdled the drinks.”117 

• In 1954, comedian Ernie Kovacs married singer Edie 
Adams. The marriage vows were in Spanish—which neither 
the groom nor the bride understood.118 

Illnesses and Injuries 

• While serving as a soldier in World War II, Spike Milligan 
knew a young soldier named Sergeant Cusak, who became 
the first in the group to get crabs. Sergeant Cusak went to 
Piccadilly to fill a prescription for blue unction—whose only 
function is to treat crabs. Not wanting to be embarrassed, he 
whispered to the pharmacist, “Can I have some blue 
unction?” Unfortunately, the pharmacist asked loudly, 
“BLUE UNCTION?” Knowing that everyone had heard the 
pharmacist, Sergeant Cusak replied loudly, “YES, I’VE 
GOT BLOODY CRABS!”119 

• Movie actor Christopher Reeve’s life changed on May 27, 
1995. While competing in an equestrian event, he broke his 
neck and was totally paralyzed. In October of that year, a 
Russian doctor entered his room and started making insane 
comments. Mr. Reeve recognized the Russian doctor as an 
old friend—comedian Robin Williams—and he started 
laughing. Mr. Reeve says about the visit, “I knew I was 
going to be all right.” Well, maybe not totally all right—Mr. 
Williams was pretending to be a Russian proctologist.120 

• When Jack Benny was ill, he had to get shots in his 
backside twice a week. His nurse gave him his shots in 

 
117 Source: Norma Miller, Swinging’ at the Savoy, p. 222. 
118 Source: an A&E Biography program featuring Ernie Kovacs. 
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alternate cheeks, but sometimes she had trouble 
remembering which cheek should receive the next shot. So 
finally Mr. Benny walked into the doctor’s office, dropped 
his pants, and on one cheek was printed “Tues” and on the 
other, “Thurs.”121 

• David Letterman gets some of his ideas for his material 
from such publications as the National Enquirer. For one 
story, the Enquirer used this headline: “How to Lose Weight 
Without Diet or Exercise.” Mr. Letterman thought logically 
and realized, “That leaves disease.”122 

Insults 

• Comedian Joey Adams appeared many times on The Ed 
Sullivan Show, which was famous for scheduling a wide 
variety of acts—musical, comic, juggling, animal, whatever. 
For one appearance, Mr. Adams had to share his dressing 
room with a performing chimpanzee. However, Mr. Sullivan 
stopped by the dressing room to apologize: “I’m sorry we 
had to put you two together.” Mr. Adams replied, “That’s all 
right,” and Mr. Sullivan joked, “I wasn’t talking to you.”123 

• Comedian Joan Rivers tells a true story about the worst 
date in her life. Years before she became famous, she had a 
blind date with a student who was attending Yale. The blind 
date arrived, looked at Joan, turned to the person who had 
arranged the blind date, and said, “Why didn’t you tell me?” 
Then he walked away, leaving Joan and her friend behind.124 

• Groucho Marx got on an elevator that was carrying actress 
Greta Garbo, who was wearing a hat. Playfully, he lifted up 
the back of her hat and tilted it over her face. This made Ms. 

 
121 Source: George Burns, All My Best Friends, p. 306. 
122 Source: Bill Adler, The Letterman Wit: His Life and Humor, p. 41. 
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Garbo angry, and she said, “How dare you!” Groucho 
apologized: “I beg your pardon. I thought you were a fellow 
I knew from Kansas City.”125 

Language 

• W.C. Fields had many famous friends, including Will 
Rogers, a comedian from Oklahoma who was known for his 
folksy accent and humor. However, Mr. Fields occasionally 
made jokes at his friends’ expense. One day, after Will 
Rogers had visited him in the hospital, and the nurse was 
raving about how wonderful Will Rogers was, Mr. Fields 
said, “The son of a bitch is a fake. I’ll bet a hundred dollars 
he talks just like everybody else when he gets home.”126 

• Tim Allen, popular star of the TV sitcom Home 
Improvement, spent time in prison for drug dealing. (He 
admits that dealing drugs was “stupid.”) Today, he tells 
about a Colombian drug dealer who was put in a prison cell 
with an American bank robber. The Colombian couldn’t 
speak English, so the bank robber taught him English, 
starting with the sentences “Don’t touch the alarm” and “Put 
the money in the bag.”127 

• When Quaker humorist Tom Mullen and his wife, Nancy, 
toured Japan, a Japanese airline steward told them not to stay 
at a certain hotel, saying, “This hotel is a sort of rest house 
for an instant couple.” And Mr. Mullen once saw a detour 
sign written in both Japanese and English. The English said, 
“Danger. Drive sideways.”128 

 
125 Source: Groucho Marx, Groucho and Me, p. 327. 
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• In vaudeville and on TV, the comic material of Red Skelton 
was kept scrupulously clean. When Mr. Skelton was in 
Nashville, Tennessee, he was asked why no four-letter words 
were in his performances. Mr. Skelton replied, “Why should 
people pay me to say words they can read for free on the 
bathroom wall?”129 

Letters 

• Comedian Lisa Geduldig is both Jewish and a lesbian. For 
her, family interaction is important. While doing her act, she 
sometimes reads a letter from her parents. In it, they express 
sympathy about a recent breakup of her romantic 
relationship—and they try to set her up with a nice Jewish 
woman. However, to be honest, her parents didn’t write the 
letter. Ms. Geduldig grew tired of receiving emotionless 
letters from her parents, so whenever she writes them, she 
also writes the reply she would like to receive from them. 
She sends her parents the emotion-filled reply along with her 
letter and asks them to sign it and mail it back to her.130 

• Some people can’t distinguish between a comic persona 
and a real person. According to his radio show, comedian 
Jack Benny paid his valet Rochester only $12 a week. This 
upset a lawyer in Cleveland so much that he wrote several 
letters to Mr. Benny, complaining about his cheapness. In 
real life, of course, Mr. Benny was very generous, and Eddie 
“Rochester” Anderson was paid thousands of dollars per 
week for his performance in Mr. Benny’s half-hour radio 
program. Mr. Benny was finally forced to write the lawyer 
and ask him to stop sending those foolish letters.131 

• Jimmy Durante used to close his performances by saying, 
“Good night, Mrs. Calabash—wherever you are.” 
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Frequently, people would write him letters asking who Mrs. 
Calabash was; Mr. Durante always wrote back, “Thank you 
for your letter about Mrs. Calabash. I’d like to tell you about 
her, but there are some things a gentleman doesn’t talk 
about.”132 

Mishaps 

• Shemp Howard was a member of the Three Stooges for 10 
years after Curly had a stroke in 1946. While shooting the 
short Brideless Groom, an actress was supposed to slap 
Shemp around, but she was afraid she would hurt him and so 
she pulled her punches way too much. Shemp pleaded with 
her to really let him have it—and she did, giving Shemp a 
long series of hard slaps and finally knocking him through a 
door. Afterward, she tearfully apologized to a groggy 
Shemp, who replied, “It’s all right, Honey. I said you should 
cut loose, and you did. You sure as hell did.”133 

• The family of Donald O’Connor performed in vaudeville 
and traveled in a car with all of their costumes, tumbling 
mats, and other stage paraphernalia. One day, a little smoke 
started coming from the car. Someone yelled “Fire!”—and 
people grabbed axes and fire extinguishers from their office 
buildings and, Mr. O’Connor says, “literally beat our act to 
death.”134 

• Silent-film comedian Ben Turpin, who was famous for his 
crossed eyes, saved his money and had a happy retirement. 
When he was an old man, he enjoyed directing rush-hour 
traffic in downtown Los Angeles. With his crossed eyes and 
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wildly swinging arms, he always managed to royally screw 
up traffic.135 

Money 

• Country comedian Jerry Clower knew a very religious 
general store owner named Duvall Scott who recites a Bible 
verse every time he opens the cash register drawer to put 
money in. For example, if a child buys a piece of candy, Mr. 
Scott will open the cash register drawer and say, “Suffer the 
little children to come unto me.” If a son comes in to buy 
something for his father, then Mr. Scott will open the cash 
register drawer and say, “Honor thy father and mother.” One 
day, a city fellow driving a big car and pulling a fancy horse 
trailer came in to buy a horse blanket. Mr. Scott went to the 
back of the store, brought back a blanket and said, “That’ll 
be $5.” The city fellow said, “This is a real expensive horse. 
I don’t put any $5 blankets on him,” so Mr. Scott went to the 
back of the store and looked over his stock. All he had was 
one kind of horse blanket in different colors, so he put the 
blanket down, picked up another blanket of a different color, 
brought it to the front of the store, and said, “That’ll be $25.” 
The city fellow said, “My horse is famous—too famous for 
a $25 blanket. Do you have anything better?” Mr. Scott went 
to the back of the store again, picked up yet another blanket 
in yet another color, brought it to the front of the store, and 
said, “That’ll be $50.” This time, the city fellow was 
satisfied, and he cheerfully handed over the $50, then walked 
out of the store. Of course, the other people in the store knew 
what was going on, and they wondered which Bible verse 
Mr. Scott would quote. Mr. Scott put the money in the 
drawer, and he said, “He was a stranger, and I took him 
in.”136 

 
135 Source: Frank Manchel, The Rise of Film Comedy, p. 26. 
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• Many famous, rich people grew up poor, and their early 
poverty affected how they regarded money. Comedian Fred 
Allen once paid $300 to rent a cottage in Maine for the 
summer. (Obviously, this was a long time ago.) After the 
money had exchanged hands, a syndicate offered Mr. Allen 
$2,000 a week to write a column every other day. However, 
he turned it down. His friend Groucho Marx asked him why, 
and Mr. Allen explained, “I paid $300 for that cottage up in 
Maine, and if I accept this job I’ll have to stay in New York. 
I’d be out the $300.” So the syndicate raised its offer—to 
$3,000 a week. But Mr. Allen again turned the syndicate 
down. Groucho was incredulous, and he told Mr. Allen, 
“Why don’t you forget about the $300? You could take one 
week’s salary from the syndicate and own that cottage 
outright.” Mr. Allen replied, “I paid $300 to live in that 
cottage this summer, and that landlord is not going to get my 
money for nothing!”137 

• Walter Catlett made a good living playing eccentrics in 
movies of the 1930s through the 1950s. (He played the 
comic Sheriff in the screwball comedy Bringing Up Baby, 
which starred Cary Grant and Katherine Hepburn.) Mr. 
Catlett was also an eccentric in real life. One day, he ran out 
of money playing roulette at Agua Caliente, a gambling 
house in Mexico, so he pulled out his false teeth and bet 
them. He won and collected the price of the dentures: $350. 
He was well known for his drinking ability and his 
propensity to spend his money on having fun. When the 
stock market crashed in 1929, he thought it was hilarious that 
everyone else was as broke as he was, without having had 
the fun of spending their money. Yet another reason why he 
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was so often broke was that he gave much of his money away 
to charity and the needy.138 

• At age 15, comedian Rita Rudner wanted to be a dancer, so 
she moved to New York City to study dancing. However, at 
age 15, she did not understand the intricacies of tipping. 
Once, she ordered and ate a turkey sandwich, then left 
without tipping. The waiter came running after her on the 
sidewalk and told her, “You forgot to leave me a tip.” She 
handed him her wallet and told him, “Take what you want—
just don’t hurt me.” The waiter took $5 from her wallet, 
saying, “That’s one dollar for serving you the turkey 
sandwich and four dollars for making me run down the 
street.” Even at age 15, Rita was a comedian, so she said, 
“Why don’t you take two dollars for serving me the 
sandwich and three dollars for running down the street?”139 

• Comedian Jerry Lewis once boasted about a one iron he 
owned that he said was the best ever made. Pro golfer Sam 
Snead heard the boast, and he invited Mr. Lewis to try his 
one iron. Mr. Lewis tried it, hit the ball further than with his 
own one iron, then attempted to buy the one iron from Mr. 
Snead. On hearing the first offer—$100—Mr. Snead said, 
“No, no.” On hearing the second offer—$200—Mr. Snead 
said, “No, losing that club would ruin my whole bag.” On 
hearing the third offer—$500—Mr. Snead said, “Run with it 
before I change my mind,” and so Mr. Lewis handed over 
the money and took off running across the golf course.140 

• Before becoming rich (but not before developing his habit 
of overtipping), Jackie Gleason overtipped himself into 
poverty at a hotel. Without enough money to pay his bill, he 
decided to walk out on his hotel bill. He put on every article 
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of clothing he owned, covered himself with a robe, then 
walked out, telling the hotel management that he was going 
for a swim. A year later, he was in funds again and returned 
to the hotel to pay his bill. He walked up to the hotel owner 
at the front desk, and the owner shouted, “Oh, my God! We 
thought you had drowned!”141 

• When comic singer Anna Russell decided to sell her house 
in Australia and move back to the United States, she decided 
to get rid of many of her possessions. Many items were 
auctioned off, but an assortment of odds and ends were 
dumped into her living room, where she held a farewell party 
and rummage sale. Her maid looked at the stuff, then asked, 
“Why don’t you give the garbageman an extra $10 to cart it 
away?” Fortunately, Ms. Russell did not listen to the advice, 
because at the rummage sale she made over $900.142 

• Early in her career, stand-up comedian Judy Tenuta used to 
make money on the side insulting people at parties. For 
example, a woman would pay Ms. Tenuta to go to her house 
and insult her husband on his birthday. At the birthday party, 
Ms. Tenuta would say such things as, “Hi, it’s your birthday, 
pig. Come, let me play my accordion in your face.” A fringe 
benefit of these performances was free food. Ms. Tenuta 
would always ask that food be brought to her so she could 
eat as she insulted the guest of honor.143 

• The Marx Brothers flopped in London with a vaudeville 
skit called “On the Mezzanine.” During the skit, the 
Londoners began to throw pennies on the stage—a deadly 
insult. Groucho went to the front of the stage, raised his hand 
for silence, then said, “If you people are going to throw 
coins, I wish to hell you’d throw something more 
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substantial—like shillings or guineas.” This joke was quoted 
throughout London, and the Marx Brothers became 
successful in London with a different skit titled “Home 
Again.”144 

• To gain experience as a comedian very early in his stand-
up career, Jay Leno used to go into a bar and ask the manager 
if he could do his act. If the manager said, “Get out of here,” 
Mr. Leno would whip out a $50 bill and say, “Just let me tell 
some jokes, and if people leave or I embarrass the customers, 
you can keep the fifty.” All the managers returned his money 
to him, and a few invited him back to perform again—and 
next time they let him pass the hat.145 

• Comedian Richard Pryor grew angry at the low wages paid 
by Budd Friedman, owner of the Improv comedy club, so he 
confronted Mr. Friedman and accused him of paying him 
less because he was black. Mr. Friedman denied the charge, 
and later, he told his wife what Mr. Pryor had said. She 
replied, “You should have told him that you take advantage 
of all performers, regardless of race, color, or creed.” 
Despite the confrontation, the two men remained friends.146 

• Zero Mostel got involved in show business as a result of 
some gallery talks on art he gave at the Museum of Modern 
Art. Always a comedian, he spiced up his talks by making 
his audience roar with laughter. Because of the word-of-
mouth reputation he received, he soon was asked to entertain 
at parties, where he received $3 or $5—he also asked for “all 
the pastrami sandwiches” he could eat.147 
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• Very early in her career, Carol Burnett worked in the 
Catskill Mountains. A voice coach named Ken Welch heard 
her, was impressed, and wanted to teach her. Unfortunately, 
Ms. Burnett had very little money. Mr. Welch offered to 
teach her for free until she got a better-paying theater job, 
but Ms. Burnett gave him IOUs, which she paid off with 
quarters she earned as a hat-check girl.148 

• Stand-up comedian Judy Carter believes in rewarding the 
laughing members of her audience. Back when she 
performed in small clubs, if only a few members of the 
audience laughed at one of her jokes, she would take money 
out of her wallet, go over to the laughers, and hand them the 
money. This always got the audience’s attention and greatly 
encouraged laughter.149 

• Comedian Bill Dana grew up in poverty. Often, he, his 
siblings, and his parents were forced to hide from bill 
collectors. While the family sat in a room with drawn 
curtains and a locked door, the bill collector would bang on 
the door and shout, “I know you’re in there.” Someone in the 
family would always softly say, “We know we’re in here, 
too.”150 

• Perhaps the wealthiest Monty Python member is hard-
working John Cleese. A British newspaper once called 
several celebrities to see what they would do if they won £1 
million in a competition. Among the celebrities they called 
was Python member Graham Chapman, who said, “I would 
give it to John Cleese so he could take the afternoon off.”151 
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• Back when magicians Penn Jillette and Teller (this single 
name is now his legal name) were performing on the streets, 
Penn very effectively convinced members of the audience to 
give generously after a show by telling them, “Remember: 
I’m six-six, I have three very sharp knives, and I have an 
excellent memory.”152 

• As a young comedian, Lily Tomlin created a sensation at 
the Improv by arriving in a chauffeur-driven limousine. 
Actually, she didn’t have much money. The chauffeur had 
been parked in the theater district, waiting until a play was 
over. Lily paid him $5 to take her to the Improv.153 

• Fanny Brice was a huge star who made thousands of dollars 
a week. George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart told her that they 
would write a play for her if she would agree to be paid 
$1,000 a week. She declined, saying, “If I take $1,000 a 
week, everybody in America will be writing plays for 
me.”154 

• Wilson Mizner came from a good family who supplied 
many diplomats to America, but he hung around with 
lowlifes. One day, a friend who was a burglar asked him for 
a loan of $50. Mr. Mizner gave it to him, but asked, “What’s 
the matter—doesn’t it get dark anymore?”155 

• In the 1960s TV series Get Smart, enemy agents 
continually tried to assassinate Control agent Maxwell 
Smart. The constant bombings, shootings, and knife attacks 
on Max perplexed Max’s landlord—until Max told him that 
he worked for the Internal Revenue Service.156 
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• Ben Turpin was a silent-film comedian who was amazed at 
his own success, including financial success; he often 
walked into public places and introduced himself by saying, 
“Ben Turpin! Three thousand dollars a week!”157 

• Some charity benefits don’t make money. Comedian Eddie 
Cantor once showed a committee how to save $500—by not 
holding the benefit at all!158 
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CHAPTER 4: From Mothers to Problem-Solving 

Mothers 

• Jewish comedian Sam Levenson grew up in a very poor 
household. Gas was expensive and definitely not to be 
wasted. Therefore, before leaving the house en masse for any 
length of time, the family always turned the gas off. One day, 
they forgot. After the family returned home from a visit, Mr. 
Levenson’s Mama noticed that the boiler was steaming. 
Immediately, she barked two orders: “Somebody shut off the 
gas!” and “Everybody into the bathtub!”159 

• In the late 1880s, a young woman had her fortune told by a 
gypsy, who said to her, “You will marry and have a son 
known all over the world.” The young woman did marry, and 
one of her sons was Larry Fine, who became a member of 
the world-famous comedy team known as the Three Stooges. 
Whenever Larry’s mother went to see a Three Stooges short 
comedy film at the cinema, she would shout, “That’s my 
son!”160 

• Country comedian Jerry Clower grew up in an 
impoverished family in rural Mississippi. When he was a 
youngster, his mother used to fix fried chicken, then tell her 
children to save the chicken back and neck and feet for her, 
as they were her favorite parts. When he grew up, of course, 
Mr. Clower realized that his mother loved her children and 
she wanted them to eat the best parts of the chicken.161 
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• When Nancy Cartwright, the voice of TV’s Bart Simpson, 
was pregnant with her first child, she kept telling her 
midsection, “Please don’t be Bart! Please don’t be Bart!”162 

Music 

• Country comedian Jerry Clower sometimes toured with 
country singer Mel Tillis, and they had a wonderful 
relationship. Mr. Clower would come out first to start the 
show, then Mr. Tillis would come out with his act. Always, 
Mr. Tillis would say before the last song of the night, 
“Ladies and gentlemen, let’s get the nation’s number-one 
country comic back out here on stage and let you applaud 
him again.” Then Mr. Tillis would invite Mr. Clower to stay 
on stage and sing the last song with the band.163 

• The comedy team of Laurel and Hardy was greatly loved 
throughout the world. In 1953, after Stan Laurel and Oliver 
Hardy had stopped making movies, they went on tour in the 
British Isles. When their boat came to Cobh, Ireland, the pier 
was lined with hundreds of Laurel and Hardy fans. As the 
boat docked, all the church bells in the city started ringing 
out Laurel and Hardy’s movie theme song. Both Laurel and 
Hardy cried.164 

• Entertaining in the days of radio could be interesting. 
English comic singer Anna Russell had an Aunt Bena who 
invited her neighbors over to listen to opera on the radio. All 
of her guests dressed up in formal evening clothes, and they 
sat in chairs arranged in rows just like they were at the opera. 
During intermission, they drank champagne.165 

 
162 Source: Nancy Cartwright, My Life as a 10-Year-Old Boy, p. 76. 
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Names 

• In Beverly Hills, Terry-Thomas was walking (something 
not often done in Beverly Hills) and noticed that each street 
was lined with a different variety of tree. Wondering about 
the name of an unfamiliar species, he stopped and asked a 
Mexican gardener, “I wonder if you could tell me what this 
is?” The gardener stopped working, stared at Terry-Thomas, 
then answered scornfully, “It’s a tree.”166 

• Robert Benchley invited writer J. Bryan III, who was from 
Virginia, to dinner, saying that he had invited a female 
companion for him. At the dinner, he introduced Mr. Bryan 
to a Chinese woman. “This is Miss Ching Lee,” Mr. 
Benchley said. “I invited her for you because you’re from 
Virginia, and everybody from Virginia is related to the 
Lees.”167 

People with Handicaps 

• When comedian Geri Jewell, whose muscle control is 
affected by her cerebral palsy, tried to get into a college 
psychology class with a door that was locked because the 
class was already filled with students, she first knocked on 
the door and then accidentally fell down some stairs. The 
students inside the classroom had been watching, and one 
informed the professor, “There’s some drunk girl out there 
who just fell down the stairs.” After a quick trip to the 
nurse’s office, Ms. Jewell again approached the psychology 
professor. He opened the door, looked her over, then said, 
“If you kids are going to take every drug on earth, why 
bother to come to school at all?” (After he understood the 
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real situation, the professor became one of Ms. Jewell’s 
friends.)168 

• Jonathan Winters was a very funny comedian who has 
suffered from mental illness. Once, he parked in a 
handicapped parking space, and a woman protested, “You’re 
not handicapped.” Mr. Winters looked at her and said, 
“Lady, can you see into my mind?”169 

Police 

• Shortly before he had to go on stage, Groucho Marx took 
his new car out for a spin. Unfortunately, he didn’t realize 
that the traffic at that time of day would be so heavy, and he 
found it difficult to make it back to the theater on time for 
his cue. In desperation, he made an illegal turn and was 
stopped by a policeman. Groucho attempted to explain the 
situation, but the policeman didn’t believe him and said, “If 
you’re one of the Marx Brothers, let’s hear you say 
something funny.” Groucho snapped back, “If you’re a 
policeman, let’s see you arrest somebody.” The policeman 
laughed, then gave Groucho an escort to the theater.170 

• Ellen DeGeneres says that being pulled over by the police 
makes her nervous, so she tries to lessen the tension by 
making jokes. One day, she was pulled over for speeding. 
When the police officer asked if she knew why she had been 
pulled over, she replied, “Because of the dead bodies in the 
trunk?” (The police officer was not amused.)171 

• Comedy writer Barney Dean was taking a walk in Beverly 
Hills—a place where people almost never walk, preferring 
instead to have their chauffeur drive them wherever they 

 
168 Source: Geri Jewell, Geri, p. 199. 
169 Source: an A&E Biography program featuring Jonathan Winters. 
170 Source: Arthur Marx, Son of Groucho, p. 39. 
171 Source: Ellen DeGeneres, My Point … And I Do Have One, p. 193. 
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want to go. Suspicious, a motorcycle police officer stopped 
him, and Mr. Dean asked, “How fast was I going, 
officer?”172 

Politics 

• Harpo Marx had a servant who did many kinds of work for 
him, including serving as his chauffeur. This man did not 
wear a uniform, and he wandered freely around the grounds, 
pausing to watch Harpo’s guests play croquet or tennis. One 
day, one of Harpo’s guests was Herbert Bayard Swope, who 
as a politician prided himself on being able to remember 
names and faces. Mr. Swope looked at Harpo’s servant, 
knew that he had seen him somewhere before, but could not 
remember his name or where he had seen him. After a long 
struggle with his memory, Mr. Swope finally gave up, went 
over to the man, and said, “Good afternoon. I’m Herbert 
Bayard Swope.” The reply came back, “Pleased to meet you. 
I’m Benny Murphy, Harpo’s chauffeur.”173 

• Comedian Joy Behar once announced on her radio show 
that next time she would read “a list of 10 reasons why Rush 
Limbaugh couldn’t get laid.” Her bosses advised her not to 
read the list on her radio show, so it became a First 
Amendment issue. She didn’t read the list on the air, but she 
explained that she was being censored, thus creating more 
controversy than if she had read the list. Of course, the next 
time she performed at a club, fans called for the list, and she 
read it to them. What about her radio show? Ratings went 
up, but she was fired anyway.174 

• Comedian Kate Clinton lives in Provincetown, Rhode 
Island. In 1992, her next-door neighbor, Peter, asked if she 

 
172 Source: Bob Hope, The Road to Hollywood, p. 40. 
173 Source: Oscar Levant, A Smattering of Ignorance, pp. 57-58. 
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had heard the terrible fight the night before. She hadn’t, so 
Peter told her how bad the fight had been, with people 
yelling “f—ing liar and f—ing this and that” at each other. 
Suddenly, Ms. Clinton realized what had happened, and she 
said, “Oh, Peter! We were watching the Republican 
convention, screaming at George Bush in his speech. We had 
the windows open. Sorry.” Peter replied, “I agree, 
dahlin’.”175 

Practical Jokes 

• Impressionist Rich Little played a practical joke on Bette 
Davis. At the urging of a friend, he called her up, imitated 
the voice of her friend Jimmy Stewart, and succeeded in 
fooling her for a while, until she asked a question that Mr. 
Little did not know the answer to, but Mr. Stewart would 
have. Ms. Davis did not take the joke well. She demanded to 
speak to the person who had put Mr. Little up to the joke, 
and she told that person, “I’ll never have anything to do with 
you or Rich Little again!” Later that evening, Mr. Little saw 
both Jimmy Stewart and President Ronald Reagan, and he 
told them the story of the practical joke. President Reagan 
knew Ms. Davis, and he offered to call her to patch things 
up. He called her, said, “Hello, Bette. This is Ronald 
Reagan,” then a moment later, he hung up the telephone. 
Asked what had happened, President Reagan related, “She 
said, ‘F—k you, Rich Little!’ and hung up.”176 

• Tim Conway used to hang out with some friends in a 
projection room at a television station in Cleveland, Ohio. 
At night, the telephone switchboard was closed, so the calls 
were routed into the projection room. Mr. Conway 
sometimes pretended to be an answering machine. He would 
answer the phone and say, “When you hear the tone, leave 

 
175 Source: Kate Clinton, Don’t Get Me Started, pp. 192-193. 
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your name, number, and message.” But then he would beep 
before the caller had finished talking and say, “No, you 
didn’t say it fast enough. You have to get your message in 
between the tones. Now try it again.” Again, he would beep 
before the caller had finished talking. Callers would try to 
talk faster and faster until they finally realized that they were 
the victims of a practical joke.177 

• Mark Twain was at the races outside London, where he met 
a friend who had lost all his pocket money gambling and 
who asked if Mr. Twain would buy him a ticket back to 
London. “I’m nearly broke myself, but I’ll tell you what I’ll 
do,” Mr. Twain replied. “You can ride under my seat, and 
I’ll hide you with my legs.” The friend agreed, but unknown 
to the friend, Mr. Twain bought two train tickets. When the 
train inspector came by to collect the tickets, Mr. Twain 
handed him the two tickets, then said, “My friend is a little 
eccentric and likes to ride under the seat.”178 

• As a teenager growing up in Indianapolis, Indiana, David 
Letterman worked in a grocery store. One day, he was 
ordered to stack up cans in a display. He did stack the cans—
all the way to the ceiling, using an arrangement in which if a 
customer removed one can, the entire stack of cans would 
fall down. On another occasion, he got on the intercom and 
announced a fire drill. The customers left the store, and not 
all the customers laughed when they discovered that the fire 
drill was a hoax.179 

• When Sheldon Leonard co-starred with Bud Abbott and 
Lou Costello in Abbott and Costello Meet the Invisible Man, 
a dialogue coach made his life miserable, insisting that he 
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was performing the dialogue incorrectly no matter how he 
said it. After some time, when Mr. Leonard was ready to kill 
the dialogue coach, Mr. Costello revealed that it was a 
practical joke—the dialogue coach was just an actor he and 
his partner had hired to plague him.180 

• Humorist Robert Benchley invited Frank Case, the 
manager of the Algonquin Hotel, to dinner, and when Mr. 
Case arrived, he discovered that almost everything in Mr. 
Benchley’s home had come from the Algonquin Hotel—the 
towels, the soap, the tableware, the napkins, everything bore 
the insignia of the Algonquin Hotel. (Mr. Benchley had 
secretly arranged with Mr. Case’s staff to borrow a bunch of 
Algonquin stuff for the dinner.)181 

• When famous movie stars Charlie Chaplin and Mary 
Pickford were walking together in Hollywood, they would 
occasionally be recognized and crowds of fans would follow 
them. Because the movies back then were silent, none of 
these fans had ever heard them speak. To amuse themselves 
and astonish the fans, Mr. Chaplin and Ms. Pickford 
sometimes spoke to each other using high, squeaky 
voices.182 

• Practical joker Hugh Troy used to give dinner parties at 
which he served oysters on the half shell. Frequently, one of 
the guests found a pearl and Mr. Troy congratulated the 
guest. Unfortunately, when the guest visited the jewelry 
store the next day to get the pearl appraised, the guest would 
discover that the “pearl” had been purchased at a five- and 
ten-cent store.183 

 
180 Source: Sheldon Leonard, And the Show Goes On, pp. 63-64. 
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• David Brenner is funny in real life. Once, he was riding on 
a crowded subway. The only available seat was stained, so 
he put his newspaper on the seat, then sat down. A man 
asked, “Are you reading that newspaper?” Mr. Brenner 
replied, “Yes,” then stood up, turned the page, and sat down 
on the newspaper again.184 

• Sydney Smith was both a clergyman and a wit. Once, a lady 
guest at his country estate suggested that the estate would be 
more beautiful if it had deer. When the lady woke up the 
following morning and looked out her window, she saw two 
donkeys with deer antlers tied to their heads.185 

• Harpo Marx and Oscar Levant were motoring on Long 
Island when Harpo drove alongside another car, then pointed 
West and asked, “Denver?”186 

Prejudice 

• At the Atlanta airport, country comedian Jerry Clower saw 
a little white boy trip and gash his head. Blood was flowing 
freely, the boy’s mother was upset, and airline employees 
were calling for help. A good-looking, well-dressed black 
man stepped up to Mr. Clower and said, “Mr. Clower, I am 
a medical doctor. Would you ask the mother if it would be 
all right for me to check the little boy?” Mr. Clower 
understood why the black doctor had spoken to him first—if 
the doctor had been white, the doctor would have spoken to 
the mother directly. Mr. Clower did speak to the mother, the 
mother gave permission for the black doctor to attend to her 
boy, and when emergency personnel arrived, they said 
nothing more needed to be done because the black doctor 
had already done everything excellently. Mr. Clower writes, 
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“I hope one day we grow to the point where an individual 
can perform as a professional, whatever his race, nationality, 
or origin.”187 

• When African-American comedian Dick Gregory first 
went into show business, he worried about how to react 
when some yahoo screamed racial epithets at him. For six 
months he had his wife scream insults at him while he 
figured out the best way to react. Finally, he asked his wife, 
“What would you do if from this day on I started referring to 
you as ‘bitch’?” She replied, “I’d just ignore you.” Mr. 
Gregory was impressed by the attitude with which she said 
that, and he used that attitude in his act. Later, he found 
comic ways to respond to racial insults. When someone 
called him “nigger,” he replied very politely, “According to 
my contract, the management pays me $50 every time 
someone calls me that. Please do it again.”188 

• In the Jim Crow era, black comedian Nipsey Russell 
engaged in this bit of socially relevant material. Blacks who 
attempted to vote in the South were often given a literacy test 
that involved many questions and was impossible to pass. In 
one bit Mr. Russell told, a would-be black voter was asked, 
“What did the Founding Fathers mean when they said all 
men were created equal?” The would-be black voter, 
realizing that he would not be allowed to vote no matter what 
he answered, replied, “They meant when you’re white, 
you’re right; when you’re brown, you could stick around; 
but when you’re black, get waaaay back!”189 

• In his act, black comedian Dick Gregory used to tell a story 
about being in a restaurant down South during Jim Crow 

 
187 Source: Jerry Clower, Life Everlaughter, p. 82. 
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days. The white waitress told him, “We don’t serve colored 
people here.” Mr. Gregory replied, “That’s all right, I don’t 
eat colored people. Bring me a whole fried chicken.” Just 
then, three members of the KKK walked in and told Mr. 
Gregory, “Boy, watch what you do, because whatever you 
do to that chicken, we’re going to do to you.” So Mr. 
Gregory picked up the chicken and kissed it!190 

• Comedian Bob Smith’s parents accepted his 
homosexuality. His father, a retired state trooper, once 
attended an Annual Policemen’s Ball where some men 
sitting with him and his wife (Sue) began to talk about 
“fags.” His father said, “You know, my son’s gay. And it 
takes a lot more guts for him to deal with being gay than it 
does for jerks like you to sit there talking with your mouths 
full and your heads empty. And I don’t have to listen to it. 
C’mon, Sue. Let’s sit somewhere else.”191 

• As a Jewish comedian, Groucho Marx endured anti-
Semitism—and mocked it. One summer, he tried to join a 
beach club so that his son could enjoy the water. However, 
the manager of the club told him, “We don’t allow Jews to 
swim at our beach.” Groucho replied, “What about my son? 
He’s only half-Jewish. Would it be all right if he went into 
the water up to his knees?”192 

• When comedian Bob Smith’s grandmother found out that 
a family she was friends with would be kept out of her 
country club because they were Jewish, she protested by 
inviting every Jewish friend she had to a luncheon at the 
country club. Eventually, through the efforts of Mr. Smith’s 
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grandfather, the Jewish friends became members of the 
country club.193 

• In Ocean City, Maryland, stand-up comedian Steve 
Mittleman walked out on stage to do his act. A man in the 
audience yelled, “You look Jewish.” Mr. Mittleman replied, 
“You look prejudiced.”194 

Problem-Solving 

• As a teenager, Jay Leno got a job at a Ford saleslot doing 
odds and ends. Among his jobs was taking the hubcaps off 
the cars at night so they wouldn’t be stolen and putting them 
back on the next day. One day, as he was carrying the 
hubcaps, he met the new sales manager, a man who made 
him so nervous that he dropped the hubcaps. This made the 
new sales manager furious. He yelled at Jay, “This is the 
Ford Motor Company. You can’t treat our property this way! 
You’re fired! Get out!” Jay was ashamed to lose his job, so 
after thinking for a couple of days, he wrote the top guy—
Henry Ford II in Detroit—asking for his job back. Soon, 
Jay’s old boss called him and said, “I don’t know who the 
hell you know in Detroit, but if you want your old job back, 
come on back here.”195 

• Jackie Gleason’s big spending habits in his adult life may 
have something to do with his extreme poverty while 
growing up in New York City. His father left him and his 
mother, and the two had a rough time trying to survive. In 
1952, after Mr. Gleason had become successful in show 
business, a friend walked into Jackie’s bedroom and saw him 
packing a steamer trunk with clothes that had been wrapped 
around stacks of dollar bills in different denominations. 
When the friend asked him what he was doing, Jackie said, 
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“I have been poor before in my life. Right now, I’m rich. So 
I’m packing a cash nest egg in this trunk, and I’m sending it 
to a warehouse with a ‘will call’ on it in case I ever need 
it.”196 

• Lesbian humorist Ellen Orleans ran into a problem when 
she acquired her Honda Accord. She is short, and she had 
trouble reaching the pedals—even after she had moved the 
seat as far forward as it would go. Therefore, she took the 
car to her mechanic to see how much it would cost to extend 
the floor tracks of the seat so she could move it further 
forward. How much? Too much! Fortunately, her car 
mechanic is highly intelligent, and he solved the problem in 
an original manner. He simply bolted a hockey puck to each 
of the pedals—gas, brake, and clutch. Now Ms. Orleans can 
comfortably and safely reach the pedals.197 

• In 1977, Brett Butler was reading water meters in Alabama. 
To escape the monotony of that boring job, she enlisted in 
the Bulldozer Repair Division of the United States Army. 
However, on the very first day of duty, she changed her mind 
and informed her recruiting officer that she wanted out of the 
Army. He declined, saying, “We own your sorry *ss.” The 
recruiting officer’s attitude made Ms. Butler perform with 
grace under fire. “Look,” she said, “if I have to fly a hammer-
and-sickle flag, stick a needle in my arm, and start eating p—
sy, I will!” She was discharged—and quickly.198 

• Gracie Allen could make a stand when a stand was 
necessary. A dry cleaner ruined a dress that she had taken to 
him, but he refused to pay for the dress. That evening, in the 
middle of the vaudeville act she performed with her husband, 
George Burns, she told the audience about the dry-cleaning 
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incident and recommended that they not patronize that 
particular establishment, then she went on with the act. The 
next day, the dry cleaner paid her the money for the dress he 
had ruined.199 

• Impressionist/comedian George Kirby wanted a job with 
Count Basie. Therefore, Mr. Kirby went to a concert by 
Count Basie and his orchestra. Count Basie used to sit at a 
piano, plink a note and have his drummer enter, plink 
another note and have another band member enter, and so on 
until the entire band was on stage. Mr. Kirby, without 
authorization, walked on stage, and impersonated Count 
Basie to the audience’s delight. Count Basie also enjoyed the 
joke, and he hired Mr. Kirby.200 

• Jackie Gleason was known for drinking heavily. A friend 
locked up his liquor cabinet to keep Mr. Gleason from 
getting loaded, but when he came home, he discovered that 
Mr. Gleason was drunk. Remarkably, even though the liquor 
cabinet was still locked, the booze containers were empty. 
(Mr. Gleason had used a screwdriver to remove the back of 
the liquor cabinet. After drinking the liquor, he screwed the 
back of the cabinet on again.)201 

• Rags Ragland played big, dumb guys in forties movies. 
While he was working in burlesque, a young comic kept 
trying too hard to get laughs and steal the scene from him, 
so Mr. Ragland warned the comic to stop stepping on his 
lines or he would nail him to the floor. The young comic 
ignored him, so Mr. Ragland got a hammer and nails and 
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nailed the soles of the comic’s shoes to the floor, then left 
him on stage as the other acts performed.202 

• British comedian Benny Hill suffered from stage fright, so 
when he had to appear live, he often carried a heavy book to 
keep his hands from shaking.203 
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CHAPTER 5: From Rehearsals to Yom Kippur 

Rehearsals 

• Jimmy Durante and Carol Channing rehearsed and 
rehearsed a comedy scene for his show. Finally, a bystander 
interrupted them and said, “What are you still rehearsing for? 
Both of you know the scene. I think maybe you’re just a little 
nervous.” Mr. Durante simply smiled at Ms. Channing and 
said, “Ah, the confidence of the amateur.”204 

• Jackie Gleason and Milton Berle spent decades making 
people laugh. After Mr. Berle had guested on Mr. Gleason’s 
TV show, Mr. Gleason said, “We did good, Milton,” and Mr. 
Berle replied, “We did good, Jackie.” Then Mr. Gleason 
said, “How could we be bad? I’ve been rehearsing for 35 
years—and you 50.”205 

Revenge 

• Once an older comic asked comedian Henny Youngman to 
give him some jokes, saying he would pay him for the jokes 
later that evening. Mr. Youngman agreed, gave him the 
jokes, and showed up for their rendezvous later that day. The 
older comic drove up in his fancy car, but ignored Mr. 
Youngman, leaving him unpaid on the pavement while the 
older comic went inside a fancy restaurant to dine with his 
friends. However, Mr. Youngman was able to get revenge. 
He saw some sign painters working nearby, so he told them 
that he was almost broke and had decided to sell his car. He 
then hired them to paint “For Sale—$25” on the older 
comic’s fancy car.206 
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• Some sexist comedians make jokes about forcing their 
girlfriends to sleep on the “wet spot” following sex. 
Canadian comedian Meg Soper responds by saying that if 
her boyfriend ever tries to make her sleep on the wet spot, 
she is going to give him no further opportunities to make wet 
spots.207 

• It wasn’t smart to mess with silent film comedian Mabel 
Normand. She once got into a major argument with movie 
executive Abraham Lehr, so she backed him into a corner, 
sprayed him with her perfume, then told his wife that she had 
seen him leaving a high-class, very expensive cathouse.208 

• When Joan Rivers broke up with an early boyfriend who 
was working on a Ph.D., she invented an interesting way of 
getting revenge. She scattered the pages of his doctoral 
dissertation all over the floor—the pages were 
unnumbered.209 

Signs 

• Jimmy Durante opened a nightclub with a few friends as 
investors. Because they were low on funds, they bargained 
for a low price from a signmaker. The bargaining worked. 
Instead of paying $350 for the sign, they paid only $250. 
Unfortunately, when the sign was delivered, it read: “CLUB 
DURANT.” Mr. Durante protested to the signmaker, but the 
signmaker said adding the extra E would cost $100, so the 
club opened with a misspelled name.210 

• Comedian Bob Newhart put up a sign saying “Armed Dog” 
at his Bel-Air house. Many people look at the sign and don’t 
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even realize it’s funny because they are so used to seeing 
signs that say “Attack Dog” and “Armed Guard on Duty.”211 

Straight Men 

• Fred Allen, a funny man, played straight man early in his 
career. One show, he got off a funny ad-lib that the audience 
enjoyed very much, but which the comedian he worked with 
did not. The comedian was furious, and he talked to Mr. 
Allen in the dressing room after the show. While still 
carrying a toilet plunger for a cane and wearing a light bulb 
for a nose, slap shoes on his feet, and a mangy fur coat with 
big patches on it around his shoulders, the comedian told Mr. 
Allen, “I’ll be goddamned if I play straight for anybody.”212 

• Believe it or not, Oliver Hardy regarded himself as a 
straight man for Stan Laurel. In addition to his modesty, Mr. 
Hardy was unselfish when it came to comedy. Once, a gag 
had been given to his character, but he pointed out that the 
gag fitted Mr. Laurel’s character better, and so the laugh was 
given to Mr. Laurel.213 

Telegrams 

• Henny Youngman was having lunch with Jerry Lewis one 
day when Mr. Lewis, a very hot comedy star, was mobbed 
by fans asking for his autograph. Because Mr. Lewis was so 
busy signing autographs, he was unable to pay attention to 
Mr. Youngman. Therefore, Mr. Youngman was able to leave 
the table, go to the lobby of the hotel and order that a 
telegram be sent to Mr. Lewis, then return back to the table—
all without Mr. Lewis noticing that he had been gone. When 
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the telegram arrived, Mr. Lewis read: “Dear Jerry. Please 
pass the salt. Henny.”214 

• Natalie Schafer, the actress who played Mrs. Thurston 
Howell in Gilligan’s Island, did the pilot episode primarily 
to get a free trip to Hawaii, never dreaming that a TV 
network would actually pick up the series. One day, she 
received a telegram and starting crying. Because Ms. 
Schafer’s mother had been ill, her friends crowded around 
and offered sympathy. Ms. Schafer had to explain that her 
mother had not died: “No, no, no—the series sold!”215 

• Charles Lindbergh became an international hero as the 
result of a solo flight across the Atlantic. A few days after 
Mr. Lindbergh had triumphantly landed in LeBourget in 
France and made headlines throughout the United States and 
Europe, humorist Robert Benchley sent a telegram to 
Charles Brackett in Paris: “Lindbergh left here week ago. 
Am worried.” Mr. Brackett cabled back: “Do you mean 
George Lindbergh?”216 

• A cigarette company once wanted to advertise on a radio 
series that would star humorist Robert Benchley. They wired 
him: “What do you smoke?” Mr. Benchley didn’t want to do 
the radio series, so he wired back: “Marijuana.”217 

• In 1948, many people thought that Thomas Dewey would 
easily defeat Harry S. Truman in the Presidential election. 
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After the election was over, and Mr. Truman had won, Bob 
Hope sent this telegram to Mr. Dewey: “Unpack.”218 

Telephones 

• Dick Van Dyke was a fan of Laurel and Hardy, and he was 
eager to visit Mr. Laurel after he (Mr. Van Dyke) had arrived 
in California. After a year of unsuccessfully trying to get Mr. 
Laurel’s telephone number, Mr. Van Dyke finally found it—
in a telephone book: “Stan Laurel, Ocean Avenue, Santa 
Monica.” Mr. Laurel was truly a nice man: he answered fan 
mail, and he received visitors in his apartment—Mr. Laurel 
had his telephone number listed so that his fans could find 
him.219  

• Carl Reiner left the series The Dick Van Dyke Show to 
appear in the feature film The Russians Are Coming, The 
Russians Are Coming. Taking over his duties as producer 
were Bill Persky and Sam Denoff. One day, the telephone 
rang and Mr. Persky answered it. A voice asked, “Is this Carl 
Reiner?” He answered, “No, but I’m doing the best I can.”220 

• Jack Benny’s comic persona was cheap. One day, Mr. 
Benny made a long-distance, person-to-person telephone 
call to his agent, Milt Josefsberg, but the telephone operator 
told his agent, “Person to person to Mr. Milt Josefsberg from 
Mr. Jack Benny, only I don’t think it’s really him because he 
didn’t call collect.”221 
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Television 

• According to Alan Young, one of the good guys of show 
business was Ted Knight, who starred as Ted Baxter on The 
Mary Tyler Moore Show. (Mr. Young, of course, played 
Wilbur Post on the TV sitcom Mr. Ed, which featured a 
talking horse.) The two actors crossed paths early in Mr. 
Knight’s career. Mr. Ed used to be driven to the set of his 
series in a horse trailer that had “Hello, I’m Mr. Ed!” painted 
on both sides. Often, Mr. Young would be driving to work 
at the same time and would form a procession with the horse 
trailer. Of course, other motorists would recognize Mr. Ed 
and Mr. Young, and they would honk and wave. One day, 
one of these motorists was Mr. Knight, then a character actor 
newly arrived in Hollywood, who was driving with his kids 
in the car. Mr. Knight and the kids waved to Mr. Young, and 
Mr. Young waved back. In his autobiography, Mr. Ed and 
Me, Mr. Young writes about later meeting Mr. Knight, “Ted 
said he felt that the reassuring sight of their TV friends, 
Wilbur and Ed, driving merrily along made them feel at 
home and welcome in their surroundings.”222 

• The lagoon filmed in the TV series Gilligan’s Island was 
artificial—and after a while the water got funky. One day, 
the crew of Gilligan’s Island released a live trout in the 
water—five minutes later, it floated to the surface, dead. 
Seeing that, Bob Denver, who played Gilligan, said, “If the 
trout can’t live in that water, I’m not going in it.” The studio 
executives didn’t want to pay the money to drain and refill 
the lagoon, so Mr. Denver offered to go in the lagoon if one 
of the studio executives went in first. The lagoon was 
drained and refilled.223 

 
222 Source: Alan Young, Mr. Ed and Me, p. 34. 
223 Source: Bob Denver, Gilligan, Maynard and Me, p. 82. 
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• Early in his career, Buck Henry, the co-creator (with Mel 
Brooks) of the TV series Get Smart, appeared on television 
talk shows as G. Clifford Prout, who argued with a straight 
face that naked animals were an affront to decency and that 
we must either start clothing our animals or face moral 
decay.224 

• Bill Cosby stood up for the integrity of his sitcom Cosby. 
His TV son, Theo, had an anti-apartheid sticker on his 
bedroom door. NBC wanted to remove it, but Mr. Cosby 
threatened to quit. NBC backed down.225 

Theater 

• The comedy team John Sigvard (Ole) Olsen and Harold 
Ogden (Chic) Johnson were famous in the 1930s and 1940s 
for their no-holds-barred comedy performances. At the 
beginning of each performance of Olsen and Johnson’s stage 
show Hellzapoppin’, a man walked through the audience 
carrying a small plant and yelling, “Mr. Jones!” Periodically 
throughout the performance the man would appear walking 
in the aisles and yelling for Mr. Jones, and each time the man 
appeared, the plant he was holding was bigger. At the end of 
the show, when the audience walked through the lobby, they 
saw the man sitting on a branch of a big tree in the lobby, 
still yelling, “Mr. Jones!”226 

• Jack Benny was capable of great enthusiasm. In 1956, he 
attended a revue titled For Amusement Only in London, and 
he laughed and laughed. Unfortunately, he was the only one 
laughing. The actors thought a wise guy or a drunk was in 
the audience, and they asked the theater manager to talk to 
him during the intermission. After a few minutes, the 
manager returned and, awe-struck, said, “It’s Jack Benny. 

 
224 Source: Joey Green, The Get Smart Handbook, p. 4. 
225 Source: John Javna, The Best of TV Sitcoms, p. 120. 
226 Source: Leonard Maltin, Movie Comedy Teams, p. 246. 
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He loves the show.” In fact, Mr. Benny loved the show so 
much that he saw it more than once, and he made sure that 
VIPs such as Sam Goldwyn, Van Johnson, and Tyrone 
Power also saw it.227 

• Whoopi Goldberg can be controversial. One of her 
theatrical sketches features a teenage girl who gives herself 
an abortion. Many people were upset by this sketch and 
picketed the theater where she was performing, but Ms. 
Goldberg declined to stop performing it. Instead, she 
thanked the picketers for giving her lots of free publicity.228 

• When magicians Penn and Teller won an Obie, their 
theatrical show was so unusual that the presenters of the 
award didn’t know what to call it. Therefore, they officially 
gave the award to Penn and Teller for “whatever it is they 
do.”229 

Tobacco 

• Comedians Paul Rodriguez and Elaine Boosler were 
getting ready to perform in a prison when guards came by 
with a prisoner in shackles. Mr. Rodriguez picked up Ms. 
Boosler and carried her over to the prisoner and asked, “Hey, 
man, how many cigarettes will you give me for her?” The 
prisoner replied, “No offense, but I don’t like women 
anymore; however, I’ll give you a carton if you’ll spend the 
night with me.”230 

 
227 Source: Barry Took, Comedy Greats, p. 202. 
228 Source: William Caper, Whoopi Goldberg: Comedian and Movie 
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• Comedian Joe Cook used to hang 26 “No Smoking” signs 
in 13 different languages in his dressing room—but he didn’t 
mind if his visitors smoked.231 

Work 

• During the Joe McCarthy era, people were scared of 
Communists and of anyone who was politically to the left of 
boring—uh, center. Zero Mostel was called to testify before 
the House UnAmerican Activities Committee. The blacklist 
had hit Hollywood, and Zero was no longer being offered 
work by Twentieth Century-Fox. When Zero was asked if he 
had ever been in Hollywood before 1942 to work in his 
profession, he replied, “Oh, yes, I was signed to a contract 
with Twentieth Century-Fox—or was it Eighteenth Century-
Fox?” Another thing Zero did was to point to the Committee 
chair and say in a loud stage whisper, “That man is a 
schmuck,” but this was deleted from the official record of 
his testimony.232 

• Comedian Jay Sankey learned quickly that a stand-up 
comedian does five minutes when the comic is supposed to 
do five minutes, 20 minutes when the comic is supposed to 
do 20 minutes, and an hour when the comic is supposed to 
do an hour. In fact, comedy clubs have a red light that flashes 
on and off to let the comic know it’s time to wrap up the set. 
One night, he didn’t see the red light come on, so he was 
startled when the speakers boomed out with the sound man’s 
voice, saying, “This is the voice of God! Get off the stage!” 
Mr. Sankey ran off the stage—and bought a wristwatch.233 

• Buddy and Vilma Ebsen were a brother-and-sister dance 
act whose first big break came when they danced in the 
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chorus of Eddie Cantor’s hit show Whoopie. They rehearsed 
on stage, but to rehearse they had to use the work lights. This 
expense upset some people, and in Chicago they weren’t 
allowed to use the work lights to rehearse. However, the star 
of Whoopie, Eddie Cantor, found out about it, so he had this 
sign posted: “If any youngsters are ambitious enough to 
practice every day in order to get out of the chorus, I will pay 
for the work lights. Eddie Cantor.”234 

• For a while, comedian Tim Conway worked in Cleveland 
television, but often he would commute to Los Angeles and 
get work there. Eventually, he was offered a part in the TV 
sitcom McHale’s Navy, starring Ernest Borgnine. He was 
uncertain about whether to accept the job offer, but his 
Cleveland boss made the decision for him, saying, “You’re 
fired. If you don’t go out [to Hollywood], you’re nuts. So 
you’re fired.” Mr. Conway went to Hollywood and became 
a star.235 

• When Danny Thomas was an unknown entertainer with a 
wife and a daughter (Marlo), he felt pressured to take a job 
as a grocery clerk. So he went into a church and prayed to 
St. Jude (the patron saint of lost causes) for a sign about what 
he should do. Within a week, he was a hit comedy sensation 
in Chicago. To show his gratitude, he raised money to found 
the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital to help children 
with catastrophic illnesses such as leukemia.236 

• Myron Cohen used to be a silk salesman who made his 
customers laugh, but he quit his job to become a stand-up 
comedian. His former boss, A.E. Wullschleger, attended one 
of his early appearances, and he seemed to enjoy it and 
laughed a lot. Afterward, Mr. Cohen asked what he thought 

 
234 Source: Rusty E. Frank, Tap!, p. 138. 
235 Source: Tom Feran and R.D. Heldenfels, Ghoulardi, p. 36. 
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of his act. Mr. Wullschleger looked serious for a moment, 
then joked, “Remember, Myron, there’s always a place in 
my organization for a good silk salesman.”237 

• During World War II, country comedian Archie Campbell 
served as an enlisted man in the United States Navy under 
Lieutenant Sam Bailey. Both men were avid golfers, and 
occasionally Lieutenant Bailey would come into the enlisted 
men’s barracks and say, “All right, men. I’m looking for a 
volunteer for special duty. You over there, Campbell, step 
out here.” The “special duty” was playing a round of golf.238 

• Tim Conway is a talented comedian who is very popular in 
movie roles and re-runs of McHale’s Navy and The Carol 
Burnett Show; unfortunately, many of his own TV series 
have flopped. Rango and The Tim Conway Comedy Hour 
each lasted only 13 weeks and other shows starring Mr. 
Conway lasted for only half of one season. After this series 
of flops, Mr. Conway got new license plates for his car: “13 
WKS.”239 

• Before becoming an entertainer, Whoopi Goldberg worked 
in a mortuary, where she dressed the hair of corpses. To do 
this particular job, she pretended that the corpses were just 
very large dolls. Later, she joked that dressing the hair of the 
corpses was better than dressing the hair of the living 
because the corpses never complained about how Ms. 
Goldberg made them look.240 

• African-American entertainer George Kirby broke into 
show business by way of bartending. At DeLisa’s in 
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240 Source: William Caper, Whoopi Goldberg: Comedian and Movie 

Star, p. 28. 



   
 

73 

Chicago, he used to entertain customers with jokes and 
impressions. Mike DeLisa noticed that the customers always 
sat at the end of the bar where Mr. Kirby was working, so he 
told Mr. Kirby to put together seven minutes of material for 
the stage. Mr. Kirby was so successful that he appeared on 
stage at DeLisa’s for the next five years.241 

• Lou Costello preferred playing cards to making movies. 
Often, he would sit in his dressing room playing cards 
instead of coming out to perform his scenes. Sometimes, 
assistant director Howard Christie, who had played football 
at the University of California, would pick up Mr. Costello 
and carry him from the card game to the movie set.242 

• While working in a law office, performance artist Lisa 
Kron wore socks instead of pantyhose, a dress code violation 
which made the other employees feel uneasy. However, Ms. 
Kron was able to disregard the dress code by telling her boss, 
“If I have to wear pantyhose to work every day, my yeast 
infection will be on your head.”243 

• Eddie Cantor was a frenetic comedian in the Ziegfeld 
Follies for several years, and he was known for his large 
“banjo” eyes, generosity to charities, and energy on stage. 
One of his jokes was to run onto stage, bounce around, and 
tell the audience, “I’ve just bought a secondhand watch, and 
this is the only way I can keep it running.”244 

• Groucho Marx was in a fancy department store when he 
saw a snobbish rich woman mistreating a saleslady and 
carrying a dog, so Groucho walked up to the rich woman and 
asked, “How much for the dog, miss?” She haughtily 
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informed him that the dog was not for sale. “I’m sorry,” 
Groucho replied, “I thought you were a salesgirl.”245 

• To make money when he was growing up, comedian Joe 
E. Brown used to shine shoes. However, one day he had to 
apologize and turn down a chance to shine a man’s shoes for 
money. The man’s shoes were tan and Joe E. Brown was so 
poverty-stricken that he had only one can of shoe polish—
black.246 

• Comedians and comic actors need confidence to do their 
jobs, but they recognize that this confidence may be 
misinterpreted as arrogance. Belfast, Ireland, comic Leila 
Webster was once asked, “What is it about a comic character 
that makes it funny?” She replied, “This may sound really 
dreadful—me.”247 

• As a boy and as a young man, Will Rogers constantly 
practiced his roping. While at home, he roped calves. While 
at school, he roped girls. Eventually, he performed his trick 
roping—and comedy—for audiences attending the Ziegfeld 
Follies.248 

• When comedian Jonathan Winters quit his job at a 
television station in Columbus, Ohio, and announced that he 
was going to New York, people asked him, “Who do you 
know in New York?” Mr. Winters replied, “King Kong.”249 

 
245 Source: Goodman Ace, The Book of Little Knowledge, p. 107. 
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Yom Kippur 

• Jack Benny took pride in his Jewish heritage, although his 
brand of comedy seldom made his Jewishness evident. Once, 
he prepared for a program to be broadcast live just before 
Yom Kippur, which would begin at sundown. In LA, where 
the program originated, the program would end before 
sundown, but Mr. Benny realized that back East, the sun 
would have already set, and people might think that he was 
working on Yom Kippur and thus desecrating the holy day. 
Someone pointed out that the Jews would be in synagogue 
and so would not even see the program, but Mr. Benny 
replied, “I wasn’t thinking of the Jews. I wouldn’t like the 
Gentiles to think I didn’t respect my religion.”250 

 
250 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, A Treasury of Jewish Anecdotes, p. 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a 
boy—me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name—David—ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 
If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

(Lots of FREE PDFs) 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A 
Retelling                                                                          

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-
ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-
5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 
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Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29/david-bruce-
john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 
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OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/01/david-bruce-
the-funniest-people-in-families-volume-4-free-pdf/  

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 
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BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 
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Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 
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https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 
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Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 
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Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 
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Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 
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https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 



 

 

 

 


