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Chapter 1: From Advertising to Crime 

Advertising 

• In 1982, MCI produced a TV commercial that made fun of 
AT&T’s commercial in which a mother begins crying 
because her grown-up son called “just because I love you.” 
In the MCI commercial, a mother begins crying after her son 
calls. Why? She says, “Have you seen our long-distance 
phone bill?” At a conference, the advertising company 
suggesting doing a version of the commercial in which the 
mother would say that the “greedy, blood-sucking monopoly 
had drained the family resources.” The then-chair of MCI, 
Bill McCowan, liked the idea, but suggested that they come 
up with a stronger word than “blood-sucking.”1 

• Edsel Ford of the famous Ford family had the ability to 
recognize good advertising, and he had the ability to make 
up his mind quickly. He once read five full-page ads for the 
Ford Motor Company, then said, “I think they will do all 
right. I have one change I’d like to suggest. In one of the 
advertisements, I see you use the word ‘perfect.’ I think it 
would be better to say ‘correct.’ Nothing is perfect.”2 

Alcohol 

• Late in life, Sir Wilfred Lawson disliked alcohol and 
supported legislation against drinking. However, when he 
was a university student he had a barrel of beer in his room. 
Unfortunately, this was against the rules and he was called 
up before the university authorities, where he made the case 
that he was drinking the beer under doctor’s orders so he 
could become stronger. As proof that he was indeed 

 
1 Source: Bernice Kanner, The 100 Best TV Commercials, pp. 39-40. 
2 Source: Julian Lewis Watkins, The 100 Greatest Advertisements, pp. 
98-99. 
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becoming stronger, he said, “When the barrel came, I could 
not move it an inch; but now I find that I can quite easily roll 
it around the room.”3 

• Dodger pitcher Preacher Roe drank too much one night, 
and when the designated driver dropped him off at his home, 
Preacher was singing as loudly as he could. The next day, he 
told the designated driver that he was surprised that his wife 
had woken up when he came home — after all, he had 
remembered to take off his shoes before coming into his 
house.4 

• Travelers must often be problem solvers. While traveling 
in Russia, Betty Clabaugh (the sister of Doris Jadan, wife of 
tenor Ivan Jadan) knew that she shouldn’t drink the water. 
Therefore, she brushed her teeth with champagne.5 

Animals 

• Children’s book author Peg Kehret and her husband, Carl, 
volunteer at a Humane Society. One day, they met Daisy, a 
six-month-old Cairn terrier (just like Toto in The Wizard of 
Oz), and fell in love with her. However, they already had a 
cat and a dog, so they thought that they ought to go home 
and discuss whether to adopt Daisy. Actually, they didn’t 
have to go home to make their decision. They talked it over 
for a few minutes in the parking lot, and then they adopted 
Daisy. Now, when Daisy gets in her doggie bed to go to 

 
3 Source: Lewis C. Henry, Humorous Anecdotes About Famous People, 
p. 83. 
4 Source: Carl Erskine, Carl Erskine’s Tales from the Dodger Dugout, 
p. 117. 
5 Source: Doris Jadan, The Great Life of Ivan Jadan, p. 98. 
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sleep, Peg sings her a doggie lullaby — something they both 
enjoy.6 

• In the early years of the 20th century, an old man lived in 
McLeansboro, Illinois. He desperately wanted to get 
married, and he kept track of all the eligible females in town, 
and proposed marriage to them one by one, being rejected 
each time. To one woman, he tried to sweeten the offer of 
marriage, saying, “I’ll tell you what. If you’ll marry me, I’ll 
buy you a Shetland pony.” (The bribe didn’t work; the old 
man remained unmarried.)7 

• Albert McDennis, a law-abiding citizen in New York City, 
was walking his dog, and in accordance with city pooper-
scooper laws, he cleaned up his dog’s waste and put it in a 
bag. Unfortunately, a man mugged him. Fortunately, the 
mugger demanded the bag, which Mr. McDennis quickly 
handed over. Later, Mr. McDennis said, “He must be New 
York’s dumbest mugger.”8 

• Michael Thomas Ford’s Uncle Dick maintained a 
graveyard for family pets. For each dearly departed pet, he 
fashioned a tombstone, on which he wrote such epitaphs as 
these: “MUFFIN 1960-1966: CATS HAVE NINE LIVES; 
HE GAVE UP AFTER SIX” and “AMY 1970-1984: A 
FAST DOG, BUT THE CAR WAS FASTER.”9 

• When comedian Jack Benny was a kid, he was practicing 
his violin when a passing dog stopped and began howling 

 
6 Source: Peg Kehret, Shelter Dogs: Amazing Stories of Adopted Strays, 
pp. 134-135. 
7 Source: H. Allen Smith, Lo, the Former Egyptian!, pp. 172-173. 
8 Source: Donald J. Sobol and Rose Sobol, Encyclopedia Brown’s Book 
of Strange But True Crimes, p. 45. 
9 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, Alec Baldwin Doesn’t Love Me, p. 
245. 
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mournfully. Jack’s father tolerated the noise for a few 
minutes, then asked his son, “Can’t you play some piece the 
dog doesn’t know?”10 

• An epitaph at the Aspen Hill Cemetery for Pets in 
Rockville, Maryland, says, “Major. Born a dog. Died a 
gentleman.”11 

April Fools Day 

• In 1868, William Pinkerton, the son of famous detective 
Allan Pinkerton, arrested four members of the bank-robbing 
Reno Gang on the day before April Fools Day and put them 
in jail. That night, the gang members kicked a hole in the 
wall and escaped, leaving this message over the hole they 
had made: “APRIL FOOL.”12 

Authors 

• Children’s book author David A. Adler started creating 
early in his life by telling Susan, his youngest sister, stories 
when she was young. What was her favorite story? It was a 
story about a girl who did something unusual — she planted 
flowers in her shoes. In addition to storytelling, he wrote 
articles he published in his own newspaper; unfortunately, 
he sold only one copy — to his parents. After Mr. Adler grew 
up and had been teaching for a while, Donnie, a two-and-a-
half-year-old nephew, visited him and asked him question 
after question, not even waiting to hear the answer to a 
question before asking another question. After Donnie’s 
visit, the grown-up Mr. Adler wrote down some of Donnie’s 
questions, which became the genesis of Mr. Adler’s first 

 
10 Source: Art Linkletter, I Wish I’d Said That!, p. 55. 
11 Source: Helen Chappell, The Chesapeake Book of the Dead, p. 83. 
12 Source: Judith Pinkerton Josephson, Allan Pinkerton: The Original 
Private Eye, p. 85. 
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book, A Little at a Time. Of course, some books are harder 
to write than other books, and when Mr. Adler has trouble 
writing, he looks at a sign that hangs over his writing desk: 
“DON’T THINK! JUST WRITE!”13 

• Jean Lee Leeuwen, a writer of children’s books, tends to 
involve her family in her writing. For example, Bruce, her 
husband, is a mechanical engineer. When she needed to 
write about a cat trap in a book she wrote about mice, he 
designed one. In addition, she observed the antics of her 
children, David and Elizabeth, and when she had enough 
stories about them, she put them in some stories starring 
Oliver and Amanda Pig. David contributed in other ways as 
well. He advised her about food fights and football, and as a 
grown-up professional photographer, he photographed her 
for Growing Ideas, her short autobiography for young 
children. A benefit of having her as his mother is that David 
can list on his resume that he is the original of Oliver Pig.14 

• Family and storytelling are very important to children’s 
book author and illustrator Patricia Polacco. When she and 
her brother were children, their Ukrainian grandmother, aka 
their babushka, told stories in front of the fireplace, an 
activity she called “firetalking.” These stories were of magic 
and mystery, and always one of the children would ask, 
“Bubby, is that a true story?” Always, she would reply, “Of 
course it’s true — but it may not have happened.” This 
firetalking still continues in Ms. Polacco’s family today, and 
often Ms. Polacco is the one first taking a turn at firetalking 
and then replying to the usual question, “Of course it’s true 
— but it may not have happened.”15 

 
13 David A. Adler, My Writing Day, pp. 7, 9-10, 21. 
14 Source: Jean Van Leeuwen, Growing Ideas, pp. 9-10, 26, 28, 32. 
15 Source: Patricia Polacco, Firetalking, pp. 8, 30. 
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• When J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry Potter books, was 
very young, she told a made-up story to her younger sister, 
Dianne. J.K.’s story was about a little girl named “Di” who 
was rescued by a family of rabbits after she fell down a rabbit 
hole. The family of rabbits fed little Di strawberries. Young 
Dianne enjoyed hearing the story, but she was annoyed when 
J.K. would change one of the details or add something 
different. Therefore, in order to keep all the details consistent 
when she told the story to her sister, J.K. wrote down the 
story.16 

• After Betty Friedan’s book The Feminine Mystique became 
a best seller, she celebrated by buying a dishwater and new 
clothes — and by hiring a crew to paint her living room 
bright purple.17 

Birth 

• At the 1924 Olympic Games in Paris, Bill Havens of 
Arlington, Virginia, was favored to win a medal as part of 
the U.S. Rowing Team. However, he discovered that his 
wife was pregnant and was scheduled to give birth at the time 
the Olympic Games would be held. Friends and family urged 
him to go to the Olympics, but he decided to be with his wife 
when she gave birth, and so he passed up his chance to win 
an Olympic medal. In 1952, he received a telegram from the 
Olympic Games in Helsinki, Finland. The telegram said, 
“Thanks for waiting around for me to get born in 1924. I’m 
coming home with the gold medal that you should have 

 
16 Source: Joanne Mattern, J.K. Rowling: Author, p. 8. 
17 Source: Sondra Henry and Emily Taitz, Betty Friedan: Fighter for 
Women’s Rights, p. 56. 
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won.” Frank Havens, Bill’s son, had won the gold medal in 
a rowing event: the singles 10,000-meter canoeing race.18 

• When ballerina Maria Tallchief was giving birth to Elise, 
her daughter, her labor pains were intense and she moaned 
with pain. Her husband, with a straight face, said to her, 
“Now, Maria, tell me when it hurts.” During a pause in the 
contractions, she laughed.19 

Children 

• In 1994, 15-year-old Brandy, aka Brandy Norwood, hit it 
big with her self-titled debut album, which sold millions of 
copies. However, she had been singing long before that, 
making her solo debut at age two in her church in 
Brookhaven, Mississippi, then singing in her bedroom in 
front of an audience of dolls. At age 14, she auditioned for 
Atlantic Records, a major record label. The crowd of VIPs 
at the audition talked while she was singing, so she told 
them, “You’re being rude.” They quieted down, she sang, 
and her singing won her a contract — and her first album 
made both her and Atlantic Records a lot of money. Brandy 
had her mother to take care of her while she was a young 
singer. In 1995, when Brandy was 16, she started touring 
with the group Boyz to Men, a quartet, and she liked Boyz 
to Men member Wanya Morris. However, Brandy’s mother 
let it be known that Mr. Morris had better wait until Brandy 
was 18 years old to ask her out; otherwise, Boyz to Men 
would quickly become a trio. No fool, Mr. Morris waited 
until Brandy was 18 years old, then he asked her out.20 

 
18 Source: Bud Greenspan, 100 Greatest Moments in Olympic History, 
pp. 106-107. 
19 Source: Maria Tallchief, Maria Tallchief: America’s Prima 
Ballerina, pp. 239-240. 
20 Source: A. Ryan Nerz, Brandy, pp. 6, 17. 
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• When children’s book author Patricia McKissack was 
growing up, sometimes one of her grandmothers, whom she 
called Mama Sarah, told her scary stories in the twilight. 
Sometimes, of course, young Patricia and other kids would 
be playing in the twilight — a time they called “The Dark 
Thirty.” Why did they call it by that name? Because they 
knew that they had thirty minutes to get home before it grew 
dark enough for monsters to come out of hiding. As an adult, 
Ms. McKissack wrote the Newbery Honor Book The Dark 
Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural. Mama Sarah was 
very proud both of her granddaughter and because her 
granddaughter had dedicated the book to her. One of her 
grandfathers told young Patricia stories about a young 
heroine who had her name: Pat. This young heroine could 
outwit foxes and catch the wind and do other marvelous 
things. As an adult, Ms. McKissack wrote the books Flossie 
and the Fox and Mirandy and Brother Wind. She says that 
it’s easy to tell where the ideas for those books came from.21 

• Children’s book author George Ella Lyon says that she was 
a “wordful child” when she was growing up. According to 
her family, she started talking before she started walking. 
When she was four years old, her family took a trip to San 
Francisco, where they stayed at the Pickwick Hotel. Her 
father held her up so she could see the streets of San 
Francisco, but what she remembers about the view is the big 
hotel sign bearing the word “PICKWICK.” As soon as she 
could, she began to write. She remembers her first poem. To 
write the poem she used her imagination to picture a magic 
bicycle; in fact, she says that she used her imagination so 
much that “my eyeballs hurt.” Of course, she was a normal 
child who loved words but also loved other things. For 
example, at eight years of age she and a friend started a cat 

 
21 Source: Patricia McKissack, Can You Imagine?, pp. 9-12. 
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rescue service. When a cat or a kitten was missing, they 
would climb trees and search attics to find it.22 

• Notre Dame football coach Knute Rockne was a family 
man. One day Billy, his young son, came into the Rockne 
home very dirty from hours of play. Knute asked his son, 
“How old are you?” Billy replied, “I’m seven years old.” 
Knute then said, “I don’t believe it. No boy could get that 
dirty in only seven years!” Knute once promised young 
Mary Jeanne, his daughter, “something for your neck” for 
her birthday present. Of course, she immediately thought of 
a necklace, but when she came home one day with a dirty 
neck after playing outside, Knute joked, “Now I know what 
to give you for your neck — a cake of soap.” And in 1930, 
Jackie, his four-year-old, kicked a football. Unfortunately, 
he kicked it in the living room and shattered a chandelier. 
Knute told the boy, “That’s good, son. You kicked that ball 
well.”23 

• Even when Bettye Naomi Goldstein was a very young girl, 
she was a very good organizer. For example, she organized 
the Gummy-Gummy Club and the Baddy-Baddy Club at 
school. Members of the Gummy-Gummy Club chewed gum 
at the same time, even during class, where gum was not 
allowed. Members of the Baddy-Baddy Club did naughty 
things, such as “accidentally” dropping a book on the floor 
during class. When the principal learned about the Baddy-
Baddy Club, he told Bettye, “You have a talent for 
leadership.” He also suggested that she find a better way to 

 
22 Source: George Ella Lyon, A Wordful Child, pp. 4-6, 16, 28. 
23 Source: Arthur Daley, Knute Rockne: Football Wizard of Notre 
Dame, pp. 90-91, 134, 163-164. 
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use it. She did. As Betty Friedan, she became one of the co-
founders of the National Organization of Women.24 

• When children’s book author and illustrator Karla Kuskin 
was four years old, she had a lot of toys and clothes and a 
very messy room. One day, her annoyed mother told her to 
clean up her room, so young Karla shoved everything (toys, 
clothes, desk, chair, table, and lamp; in fact, everything 
except her bed) into her closet. (It was a large closet.) Then 
she shut the closet door and called her mother to see her 
clean room. Karla exclaimed, “See how neat my room is!” 
Her mother laughed, delighting young Karla.25 

• While R.C. “Rudy” Gorman was in the 1st grade, he liked 
to draw with crayons. One day, his teacher looked at his 
artwork and, shocked, she asked him what he had drawn. He 
said that he had drawn a lady. This was true, but the lady 
wasn’t wearing any clothing. His teacher spanked him, and 
then she sent him home to show the drawing to his mother. 
Rudy’s mother looked at it, then she spanked him, too. As 
an adult, Mr. Gorman became an important artist whose 
artworks, including nudes, are in great demand.26 

• Children sometimes play games that we may prefer that 
they not know enough to play. For example, Katherine 
Seligman raised her son and daughter in the Haight-Ashbury 
district of San Francisco. One day, her four-year-old son sat 
on the curb and told her, “I’m pretending I’m homeless.” 
Actually, most of their neighbors have been very good, 
although the neighborhood does have transients and she has 

 
24 Source: Sondra Henry and Emily Taitz, Betty Friedan: Fighter for 
Women’s Rights, pp. 11, 13. 
25 Source: Karla Kuskin, Thoughts, Pictures, and Words, pp. 14-16. 
26 Source: Spring Hermann, R.C. Gorman: Navaho Artist, pp. 23-24. 
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had to teach her children whom it’s OK to talk to and whom 
they should avoid.27 

• When she was very little, granddaughter Kaulini was the 
best-ever critic of children’s book author and illustrator 
Thomas Locker. Whenever he showed her a painting he had 
created, she would look at it and say, “Oh, wow!” And 
whenever he showed her a book he had created, she would 
look at it and say, “Oh, wow!” By the way, you can see 
photographs of Thomas Locker and his best-ever critic in 
Mr. Locker’s short autobiography — written for children — 
The Man Who Paints Nature.28 

• John Waters, aka the Prince of Puke, is the movie director 
of such cult gross-outs as Pink Flamingos. As a child, he 
played Car Accident, a game in which he wrecked his toy 
cars, then made up dialogue for the bloody and screaming 
and dying imaginary people in the cars and for the 
bystanders: “OH, MY GOD, THERE’S BEEN A 
TERRIBLE ACCIDENT!” He once pleaded to his mother, 
“Please take me to the junkyard!” She did.29 

• Geoff Hilton, a young family friend of science fiction 
writer Anne McCaffrey, was noted for insulting Barbara, his 
sister. At a dinner during which Geoff had steadily been 
insulting Barbara, Anne said, “But, Geoff, we all know that 
the English insult only those they really love.” Geoff thought 

 
27 Source: Katherine Seligman, “Angst and empathy abide in Haight: 
Magnet for city’s refugees home to all.” 12 August 2007 
<http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-
bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2007/08/12/INGQVREOQS1.DTL>. 
28 Source: Thomas Locker, The Man Who Paints Nature, pp. 19, 25-26. 
29 Source: Robrt L. Pela, Filthy: The Weird World of John Waters, pp. 
2-3. (Yes, “Robrt” is the correct spelling.) 
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this over for a moment, then turned to his sister and said, 
“Barbara, dear, have I told you how marvelous you look?”30 

• When choreographer George Balanchine was a child 
growing up in Russia, sugar was expensive and so his mother 
bought little candy, and the little candy she did buy, she kept 
locked up and doled out one piece at a time. This may have 
led to Mr. B’s sweet tooth as an adult. According to Mr. 
Balanchine, “I used to say to myself, ‘When I grow up, I am 
going to eat as much sugar and candy as possible.’”31 

• While in high school, oceanographer Jacques Cousteau 
was bored, so he broke 17 windows. The high-school 
authorities were unimpressed by his explanation for his 
misdeed — he said that he had wanted the windows to look 
like they had been shot out by a band of marauding cowboys. 
His parents immediately sent him to a strict boarding school 
where he matured and improved his grades.32 

• Erma Bombeck used to lie to her librarian. When Ms. 
Bombeck was a small child, she often went to the public 
library and filled up a bag with books to take home and read. 
Whenever the librarian warned her that a book was too old 
for her, Ms. Bombeck would lie and say that it was for her 
mother. Later in life, Ms. Bombeck said that she never 
regretted lying to the librarian.33 

• Teenage boys sometimes try to appear macho. Brett, the 
son of Quaker humorist Tim Mullen, once dressed in an 
getup that included a shirt that was open to his waist and a 
chain from which was suspended a macho medallion which 

 
30 Source: Todd F. McCaffrey, Dragonholder, p. 92. 
31 Source: Tanaquil Le Clercq, The Ballet Cook Book, pp. 69-70. 
32 Source: Lesley A. DuTemple, Jacques Cousteau, pp. 14-16. 
33 Source: Susan Edwards, Erma Bombeck, pp. 18-19. 
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resembled a razor blade. Martha, his sister, looked at him 
and said, “O.H.O.C.” Brett asked what that meant, and 
Martha replied, “One Hair On Chest.”34 

• Jerry Mathers was eight years old when he auditioned for 
a role in the TV series Leave It to Beaver. During the 
audition, he squirmed around a lot, and when the show’s 
producers, Bob Mosher and Joseph Connelly, asked what 
was wrong, he said, “I gotta go to my Cub Scout meeting.” 
They liked the boyishness of the answer and hired him as the 
Beaver.35 

• As a child, computer pioneer Grace Hopper was 
inquisitive. One day, her mother discovered that Grace had 
taken apart all seven alarm clocks in the house. Grace 
explained that she had taken apart one alarm clock to see 
how it worked, but she couldn’t get it back together, so she 
had taken apart another one, and so on until all seven alarm 
clocks lay in pieces.36 

• Football and basketball referee Ike Craig of Libertyville, 
Illinois, liked to tell this story about his son, who stood up to 
a bully. His son told the bully, “I’m not afraid of you, but if 
I fight you, my Dad will find out and I’ll get a spanking.” 
The bully asked, “How will he find out?” Mr. Craig’s son 
replied, “He’ll see the doctor going to your house.”37 

• When she was eight years old, Marjorie Weinman Sharmat, 
author of the children’s book Gila Monsters Meet You at the 
Airport, became a journalist. She and a friend snooped on 

 
34 Source: Tom Mullen, Laughing Out Loud and Other Religious 
Experiences, p. 109. 
35 Source: John Javna, The Best of TV Sitcoms, p. 28. 
36 Source: Mary Northrup, American Computer Pioneers, p. 30. 
37 Source: Sam Molen, Take 2 and Hit to Right, pp. 162-163. 
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their neighbors so they could write and publish The 
Snooper’s Gazette, which achieved a circulation of exactly 
four: her parents and her friend’s parents.38 

• On June 18, 1983, Sally Ride became the first American 
woman in space. As a child, she had visited Disneyland 
when it sold tickets marked with various letters — the letter 
“E” was used for the most exciting rides. After being 
launched into space, Ms. Ride told Mission Control, “This is 
definitely an ‘E’ ticket.”39 

• When he was six years old, child prodigy John von 
Neumann joked with his father — in Greek! He enjoyed 
reading, and he refused to get a haircut unless his mother let 
him take a history book to the barbershop. As an adult, he 
created the “architecture” that allows computers to store 
programs.40 

• When photographer Margaret Bourke-White was married 
to author Erskine Caldwell, they worked together on a book 
titled You Have Seen Their Faces and dedicated it to Patricia. 
Patricia didn’t really exist — she was the daughter they 
hoped to have together but never did.41 

• According to comic Sam Levenson, kids used to believe 
that if you bought chocolate boy babies instead of chocolate 
girl babies, you got more chocolate.42 

 
38 Source: Deborah Kovacs and James Preller, Meet the Authors and 
Illustrators: Volume Two, p. 58. 
39 Source: Barbara Kramer, Sally Ride: A Space Biography, pp. 9-10. 
40 Source: Mary Northrup, American Computer Pioneers, pp. 20, 24. 
41 Source: Emily Keller, Margaret Bourke-White: A Photographer’s 
Life, p. 81. 
42 Source: Sam Levenson, In One Era and Out the Other, p. 86. 
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Christmas 

• Perhaps the best TV series ever to be cancelled after its first 
year is My So-Called Life, which starred a 14-year-old Claire 
Danes. Its Christmas episode (“So-Called Angels”) featured 
a homeless gay teen who is discovered by Angela (Claire 
Danes’ character) after he has been beaten. The gay teen 
character is named Rickie Vasquez, and he is played by 
Wilson Cruz, whose life shared some similarities with the 
character. For example, Mr. Cruz is gay, and he was kicked 
out of his home after coming out to his family at Christmas 
because he wanted to be an out actor on My So-Called Life. 
This story does have a happy ending because his father saw 
the episode. As Mr. Cruz tells the story, “Two months (after 
shooting), when it aired, my father saw it on TV. We hadn’t 
spoken for a year. He called me after watching it. This 
episode is the reason why I have a relationship with my 
father today. I came out to my parents because of the show, 
and the thing that brought me back together with them was 
the show.”43 

• Broadway producer Florenz “Flo” Ziegfeld loved Patricia, 
his only child, and he bought her whatever he thought would 
make her happy. One day, Morris Schlesinger, the owner of 
a Shubert theater, told him that he had seen a special toy in 
a department store window. Mr. Ziegfeld and Mr. 
Schlesinger went to the department store to look at the “toy,” 
but it turned out to be an advertising display that was not for 
sale: a life-size figure of comedian Charlie Chaplin dressed 
as the Tramp with baggy pants, too-tight coat, cane, and 
oversized shoes. Although it was not for sale, Mr. Ziegfeld 
asked the department store manager, “How much?” The 
manager named a price of $650, an exorbitant figure in the 

 
43 Source: Christie Keith, “It’s a Wonderful So-Called Life.” 25 
November 2007 
<http://www.afterelton.com/TV/2007/11/my_so_called_life>. 
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early 20th century. Mr. Ziegfeld paid the money and gave the 
life-size figure to Patricia for Christmas.44 

• Many women find themselves under stress during the 
Christmas season, and many women have found unusual, but 
effective, ways of dealing with that stress. Linda Blair, a 
psychologist, recommends getting out of the house for at 
least half an hour each day during the Christmas season. For 
example, exercising for half an hour away from your house 
is a good way to relieve stress. Of course, you can do other 
things with that half hour. Ms. Blair says that “one year I 
spent my half hour shouting, ‘I hate this situation.’ I came 
back to my in-laws with a huge smile on my face. I don’t 
know what they thought I’d just done.”45 

Clothing 

• When Tomie dePaola’s mother, Flossie, was growing up, 
she and her favorite cousin, Mabel, would go swimming in 
the ocean. However, Mabel liked to go swimming without 
any clothes on, so she and Flossie would find a deserted spot 
on the beach and wade deep into the water. Mabel would 
take off her bathing suit under water, give it to Flossie to 
hold onto, swim naked for a while, then return to Flossie. 
Tomie, who was in the 2nd grade, liked hearing stories about 
Mabel. He once asked his mother, “Did you ever think about 
tricking Cousin Mabel and going back to the beach with her 
bathing suit?” Tomie’s mother replied, “Are you kidding? 
She would have killed me!” However, Tomie’s mother may 

 
44 Source: Eddie Cantor and David Freedman, Ziegfeld: The Great 
Glorifier, p. 25. 
45 Source: Leonie Cooper, “How not to go crackers this Christmas....” 
The Guardian. 7 December 2007 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,2223537,00.html>. 
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have thought about doing exactly that, because she laughed 
and laughed when she answered Tomie’s question.46 

• Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi (1746-1827) was a Swiss 
educator and reformer, but he was very careless about the 
way he dressed. One day, poorly dressed as usual like a 
beggar, he was arrested by a police officer who thought that 
he was a tramp and possibly dangerous. The police officer 
took Mr. Pestalozzi before a judge, who recognized him and 
greeted him warmly. Of course, the police officer was 
embarrassed, but Mr. Pestalozzi gave him some money and 
told him, “You have done your duty.”47 

• Back in the old days, people were very sensitive about 
things that seem very innocent today. Quaker humorist Tom 
Mullen remembers his grandmother hanging up the family 
laundry on a clothesline. She used to hang the underwear 
inside pillowcases to hide it from inquisitive eyes.48 

Crime 

• Fashion maven Janet Charlton opened a clothing store — 
where she gleefully tormented shoplifters. Whenever she 
caught a shoplifter, she would handcuff the guilty person to 
the desk in her office, then ask the guilty person for twice 
what the shoplifted item was worth. If the guilty person did 
not have the money, she would allow the guilty person one 
telephone call to contact someone who would bring over the 
money. If the guilty person was not able to call someone who 
would bring over the money, she would call the police, and 
when the police took the guilty person away, she would yell 

 
46 Source: Tomie dePaola, Why?, pp. 78-79. 
47 Source: James F. Cobb, Heroes of Charity, pp. 177-178. 
48 Source: Tom Mullen, Laughing Out Loud and Other Religious 
Experiences, p. 73. 
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at the guilty person in the street: “CRIME DOESN’T 
PAY!”49 

• Some people are very honest. In Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
police wanted to see how honest the citizens were, so they 
put a new TV set in a car with an unlocked door, then hid 
and kept watch over the car for a couple of weeks. A police 
officer reported, “People walked past the car, looked at the 
TV, opened the door, put the lock button down, closed the 
door, and walked on. Nobody tried to take the TV.”50 

 
49 Source: Simon Doonan, Wacky Chicks, pp. 79-80. 
50 Source: Donald J. Sobol and Rose Sobol, Encyclopedia Brown’s 
Book of Strange But True Crimes, p. 69. 
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Chapter 2: From Dance to Flowers 

Dance 

• When Balanchine ballerina Allegra Kent was in the 7th 
grade, she shocked her classmates by asking a boy to dance 
with her at a school party. He said yes, making her very 
happy, because he moved well, and she liked always to have 
good dance partners. Years later, in 1985, when she was a 
famous ballerina, she wrote, “I’ve danced with Mikhail 
Beryshnikov, Erik Bruhn, Edward Villella, Peter Martins, 
Jacques d’Amboise, and David McCrea.” The first five 
names belong to famous dancers; the sixth name belongs to 
the boy she danced with in the 7th grade.51 

• Teenage girls can be incredibly smart. For example, 
comedian Lewis Black attended both his junior and his 
senior proms in high school. For each prom, he had a 
different date. For each prom, he started going with the girl 
shortly before the prom, and she dumped him shortly after 
the prom. Mr. Black says, “Coincidence? I think not.”52 

Death 

• Because of bans on gay marriages, even gays and lesbians 
in committed relationships run into problems. For example, 
Dana and Kelsey were in a committed lesbian relationship 
for 17 years — a relationship that ended only with Kelsey’s 
death from cancer. Kelsey’s parents had disowned her for 
many years, but in her final weeks of life they arrived on the 
scene and ordered the hospital to ban Dana from seeing 
Kelsey, despite Kelsey’s wish to see her. Fortunately, 
because of a kind night shift, Dana was able to sneak into 
Kelsey’s hospital room at night and visit her. When Kelsey 

 
51 Source: Allegra Kent, Once a Dancer…,, pp. 36-37. 
52 Source: Lewis Black, Nothing Sacred, p. 76. 
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died, her parents went to the home of Dana and Kelsey and 
took away Kelsey’s possessions — and Dana’s. However, 
Dana was able to get revenge on Kelsey’s parents for the 
way they had treated her. When the hospital telephoned 
Dana about paying tens of thousands of dollars of medical 
debt not covered by Kelsey’s insurance, Dana replied, “I’m 
not family. You need to call Kelsey’s parents.”53 

• A woman lost all of her material possessions, and she was 
ordered to appear before the King. She was worried about 
what the King would say to her, and she asked three friends 
to go with her when she appeared before the King. The first 
friend said that he would not go with her to see the King. The 
second friend said that he would go with her to the palace, 
but that he would not go with her inside the palace to see the 
King. The third friend said that he would go with her to see 
the King and that he would plead for the King to show 
kindness to her. In this parable, the woman is a human being 
who has died and so has lost all her material possessions. 
The first friend symbolizes her wealth, which will not go 
with her after she dies. The second friend symbolizes her 
family, who will go with her only as far as her gravesite. The 
third friend symbolizes her good deeds, which will plead for 
her before God.54 

• Bahlool the wise fool once visited a foreign cemetery, 
where he was surprised to see that all the gravestones seemed 
to show that all the people buried there had lived very short 
lives. However, a resident of the foreign land explained that 
in his land a headstone listed only the years that the person 

 
53 Source: Michael Abernethy, “Queer, Isn’t It?: PFLAG: A Piece of 
Our Hearts.” 16 October 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/columns/article/49482/pflag-a-piece-
of-our-hearts/>. 
54 Source: Ronald H. Isaacs and Kerry M. Olitzky, Sacred Moments: 
Tales from the Jewish Life Cycle, pp. 199-200. 
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had been happy, not the years that the person had been alive. 
Bahlool thought a moment, and then he said, “If I die in this 
land, please make sure that my headstone says that I was 
born, then I immediately was buried.”55 

• When Rabbi Zusya was dying, he was afraid even though 
he knew that God is loving and merciful. He told his 
students, “When I stand before the Throne of Judgment, I am 
not worried that God will ask me, ‘Why were you not a 
Moses?’ After all, I am not Moses. I am not worried that God 
will ask me, ‘Why were you not an Isaiah?’ After all, I am 
not Isaiah. However, I am worried that God will ask me, 
‘Zusya, why were you not Zusya? Why didn’t you live up to 
the best that Zusya could have been?’”56 

• During 1902, James McNeill Whistler was very ill — so 
ill, in fact, that a London newspaper thought he had died and 
so it printed his obituary. Mr. Whistler wrote a letter to the 
newspaper, correcting the errors in his obituary and saying 
that reading it had greatly improved his health.57 

Education 

• When comedian Lewis Black was a junior at the University 
of North Carolina, he took his first class in playwriting. As 
part of the class, each student wrote a one-act play and read 
it in front of the class. The professor of the class was very 
old, but he was also very intelligent. Mr. Black noticed that 
the professor always fell asleep after the first few pages of a 
play were read out loud, but that the professor always woke 
up in enough time to hear the last few pages of the play being 

 
55 Source: Hussain M. Al-Amily, compiler, The Book of Arabian 
Wisdom, p. 64. 
56 Source: Ronald H. Isaacs and Kerry M. Olitzky, Sacred Moments: 
Tales from the Jewish Life Cycle, p. 203. 
57 Source: Avis Berman, James McNeill Whistler, p. 89. 
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read out loud. Mr. Black also says that the professor would 
always “give an absolutely insightful interpretation of the 
work and how to improve it.” This was mystifying, until Mr. 
Black figured out that beginning playwrights always made 
the same kinds of mistakes. Because Mr. Black and his 
fellow students were beginning playwrights, they were 
making mistakes that the professor had seen many, many 
times before. Mr. Black says about the professor, “The guy 
was always on target.”58 

• The first time Maria Tallchief taught ballet to children, she 
decided never to do that again. Due to illness, her friend Elise 
Reiman asked her to take over a class, and she agreed. All of 
the children looked adorable, but as she was beginning the 
first exercise, one of the adorable children raised her hand 
and asked to go to the bathroom. Ms. Tallchief let her, and 
immediately another adorable child raised her hand and 
asked to go to the bathroom. Again, Ms. Tallchief let her, 
and immediately all of the adorable children had to go the 
bathroom and the studio was empty of students. When the 
children came back — slowly, and not in a group — they 
and she knew that she had lost control. Whenever Ms. 
Tallchief asked them to do something, they replied, “But 
Miss Reiman says we should do it this way.” Ms. Tallchief 
swore that that would be the last time she taught ballet to 
children — but years later, fortunately for ballet, she 
relented.59 

• Elizabeth, the young daughter of Lynn Caine, author of the 
non-fiction book Widow, had wanted a Mickey Mouse watch 
for quite some time, and when they visited Disneyland, she 
finally got one. Unfortunately, very quickly she ruined the 

 
58 Source: Lewis Black, Nothing Sacred, p. 121. 
59 Source: Maria Tallchief, Maria Tallchief: America’s Prima 
Ballerina, pp. 121-123. 
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watch when she jumped into a swimming pool while 
wearing it. Her mother was angry and yelled at her. Later, 
when Elizabeth was remembering the vacation, she said, 
“We went to California, and my mama screamed at me for 
about two hours and threw my watch at me.” Disappointed, 
Ms. Caine asked her, “Elizabeth, is that all you remember 
about California? We were there four days. You have the 
choice of remembering that I screamed at you for two hours 
or thinking about some of the other things — didn’t anything 
make you happy?” Elizabeth then talked about quite a few 
nice things that had happened on the vacation.60 

• Kevin Jennings, the founder and executive director of the 
Gay, Lesbian, Straight Education Network (GLSEN), was 
one of the United States’ first gay teachers to come out of 
the closet. In school, he wore a marriage ring because he and 
his partner had exchanged rings. His students asked about 
the ring, and he told the truth. However, afterward his 
students kept his response a secret, as if he had said 
something bad about himself. This bothered Mr. Jennings, 
so he made a speech to the entire school and came out 
publicly. The response was incredibly positive. Students 
hugged him, and he says, “I felt like a celebrity.” 
Unfortunately, his life as a student in high school was quite 
different. As the school “fag,” he was called names and 
occasionally beaten up.61 

• When J.K. Rowling, author of the Harry Potter books, was 
nine years old, she moved to a new home and started 
attending a new school. Her new teacher gave her a math test 
to see what she knew; unfortunately, young J.K. had not yet 
studied fractions, and the test included fractions. Her new 

 
60 Source: Gay Bryant and Bockris-Wylie, How I Learned to Like 
Myself, pp. 103-104. 
61 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, Outspoken, pp. 169, 171-172. 
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teacher seated students according to how smart she thought 
they were; the students she thought were smart sat on her 
left, and the students she thought were dumb sat on her right. 
Since J.K. had not done well on the math test, her new 
teacher thought she was dumb and seated her accordingly. 
J.K. says, “I was as far right as you could get without sitting 
in the playground.” However. J.K. studied and soon she 
moved to a seat on the teacher’s left.62 

• If you think of Knute Rockne, you think of football at Notre 
Dame, where he was first a player and then a coach. 
However, he did things other than play football (and run 
track) while getting his Fighting Irish education. For 
example, did you know that he was in the college band? 
Anyone playing in the band got $200 knocked off his tuition, 
so Knute started playing the flute. He would practice in his 
room, which he shared with his friend Charles “Gus” Dorais 
(also a football player), but when Gus got tired of hearing 
Knute practice and felt that he deserved a break, he would 
hide Knute’s flute. In addition, Knute performed in theater, 
often playing female roles such as a society lady and a shop 
girl.63 

• Wise people believe in conquering haste. One day, martial 
arts student Joe Hyams was in the office of Master Han when 
a letter that Master Han had been eagerly looking for arrived. 
Mr. Hyams expected Master Han to tear open the letter and 
begin reading it immediately, but Master Han put the letter 
aside and continued talking to him. The following day, Mr. 
Hyams congratulated Master Han on his self-control. Master 
Han replied, “I did what I would have done had I been alone. 
I put the letter aside until I had conquered haste. Then when 

 
62 Source: Joanne Mattern, J.K. Rowling: Author, pp. 9-10. 
63 Source: Arthur Daley, Knute Rockne: Football Wizard of Notre 
Dame, pp. 34-35, 39. 
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I set my hand to it, I opened it as though it were something 
precious.”64 

• As you would expect, teachers are good thinkers. A visitor 
whom a teacher wanted to impress visited her class, and the 
teacher succeeded in impressing the visitor, since wherever 
she asked a question, all of the students in her class raised 
their hands and whoever the teacher called on to answer the 
question knew the correct answer. However, the teacher did 
employ a trick. All of the students had received instructions 
before the visitor arrived: If they knew the answer, they were 
to raise their right hand, and if they did not know the answer, 
they were to raise their left hand.65 

• When James McNeill Whistler was at West Point, he was 
a much better artist than he was a soldier. In fact, he may 
deliberately have gotten himself thrown out of West Point. 
During a chemistry oral exam, he was asked to explain the 
properties of silicon. He said, “Silicon is a gas …,” then the 
instructor stopped him — and failed him. Years later, Mr. 
Whistler joked, “If silicon had been a gas, I might have been 
a major general.”66 

• Charlie Brown of Peanuts seldom got respect. Peanuts 
creator Charles M. Schulz once had a “Charlie-Brown” 
moment. When his high school planned a reunion, Mr. 
Schulz’s name was placed on a list of “missing” people, 
although he was world famous. None of his schoolmates 
thought that the Charles M. Schulz they had gone to school 
with could be the famed creator of Peanuts.67 

 
64 Source: Joe Hyams, Zen in the Martial Arts, p. 23. 
65 Source: Hyman Alpern, Teachers are Funny, p. 15. 
66 Source: Avis Berman, James McNeill Whistler, p. 19. 
67 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Charles M. Schulz, p. 73. 
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• A young boy once asked school librarian Anne Betts for a 
book about whores. Surprised, Ms. Betts asked why he 
wanted a book like that. The boy explained that his 8th grade 
teacher wanted him to do research on that topic. Ms. Betts 
sent the teacher a note, and the teacher sent back a note 
explaining that he wanted the boy to do research on the 
Roman poet Horace.68 

• Mary Carter Smith’s grandmother raised her and often told 
her as Mary was growing up, “Child, learn that book. 
Nobody can take that away from you.” Young Mary learned 
her lesson well. When her grandmother told her to go to bed, 
Mary immediately got under the covers — with a book and 
a flashlight. As an African-American adult, Ms. Smith 
became a griot (storyteller).69 

• Thurgood Marshall engaged in mischief when he attended 
grade school, and as a punishment he sometimes had to stay 
after school and memorize a portion of the Constitution of 
the United States. By the time he graduated, he had 
memorized the entire Constitution. This came in handy later 
when he was appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court.70 

• A student once asked Professor Charles T. Copeland of 
Harvard, “Is there anything I can do to learn the art of 
conversation?” Professor Copeland answered, “Yes, there is 
one thing. If you will listen, I will tell you.” Following a 

 
68 Source: Larry A. Parsons, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the School Library, p. 19. 
69 Source: Babs Bell Hajdusiewicz, Mary Carter Smith: African-
American Storyteller, pp. 10. 17. 
70 Source: D. J. Herda, Thurgood Marshall: Civil Rights Champion, pp. 
10-11. 
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period of silence, the student said, “I am listening.” Professor 
Copeland replied, “You see! You are learning already!”71 

• The late Herman Kahn was a brilliant mathematician who 
had the ability to concentrate on more than one thing. In high 
school, a teacher once caught him reading a science fiction 
magazine during a lecture and so thought that he was 
ignoring the lecture, but he was able to repeat the lecture — 
word for word — back to the teacher.72 

• Neil Armstrong received a Navy scholarship that allowed 
him to attend Purdue University. He was excited and raced 
home to tell his mother. She was so excited that she injured 
herself, breaking a toe when she dropped a jar of preserves 
on her foot. Later, Mr. Armstrong became the first man to 
walk on the Moon.73 

• Elaine Garzarelli’s mother wanted her and her siblings to 
get good educations. To ensure that the children could study 
and read in quiet, she used to hang a “Do Not Disturb” sign 
on the front door. As a grownup, Elaine became known as 
the “Wizard of Wall Street” because of her financial 
forecasting abilities.74 

• Students frequently begin preparing to leave the classroom 
before the bell for dismissal actually sounds. This habit 
annoyed Shakespeare scholar George Lyman Kitteredge of 

 
71 Source: William R. Gerler, Educator’s Treasurer of Humor for All 
Occasions, p. 85. 
72 Source: Dick DeVos, Rediscovering American Values, p. 85. 
73 Source: Carmen Bredeson, Neil Armstrong: A Space Biography, p. 
15. 
74 Source: Laura S. Jeffrey, Great American Businesswomen, p. 76. 
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Harvard, who once told his students, “Just a minute, 
gentlemen. I still have a few pearls to cast.”75 

• When photographer Margaret Bourke-White was in high 
school, she wasn’t allowed to chew gum. Therefore, she 
chewed gum away from her house, and she left the chewing 
gum on a telephone pole at night so she could retrieve it the 
next day and chew it some more.76 

• Like other college students, when Isaac Newton headed off 
to school (in his case, Cambridge University), he purchased 
necessary supplies. He bought ink, a notebook, a lock for his 
desk, a pound of candles — and perhaps most important, a 
chamber pot.77 

• As a 13-year-old, future writer Charles MacArthur spent 
hours locked in the bathroom reading the novels of Walter 
Scott and Charles Dickens. He read them there because his 
religious family regarded “promiscuous reading” as sinful.78 

• Educators can cuss in educated ways. A shop teacher hit 
his thumb with a hammer, then yelled, “Grand Coulee.” 
Asked why he had yelled that, he replied, “Grand Coulee is 
the biggest dam in the United States.”79 

• Harvard Law School professor Alan M. Dershowitz, a 
practicing attorney with controversial opinions, frequently 

 
75 Source: Lewis C. Henry, Humorous Anecdotes About Famous 
People, p. 93. 
76 Source: Emily Keller, Margaret Bourke-White: A Photographer’s 
Life, pp. 12-13. 
77 Source: Margaret J. Anderson, Isaac Newton: The Greatest Scientist 
of All Time, p. 32. 
78 Source: Ben Hecht, Charlie: The Improbable Life and Times of 
Charles MacArthur, p. 27. 
79 Source: Hyman Alpern, Teachers are Funny, p. 16. 
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gets hate mail — some of which he posts on his office door 
so students can read it.80 

• “Sensei” is the name given to a teacher of the martial arts. 
The name comes from two words: “Sen” meaning “before,” 
and “sei” meaning “born.” Thus, your teacher is one who is 
born before you.81 

• A young Catholic schoolchild requested that his A for an 
assignment be raised to an A+. When the Sister asked why 
he wanted an A+, he replied, “Because that’s how good I 
am.”82 

Fans 

• Isaac Asimov became a science fiction fan early in his life, 
and after receiving his first library card he used to walk home 
from the library carrying three science fiction books. He 
would carry one book under his right arm, and a second book 
under his left arm. The third book he would hold open in 
both hands, so he could read it as he walked. Later, he wrote 
such science fiction books as I, Robot, and in his lifetime he 
published more than 500 books!83 

• Children’s book author Peg Kehret occasionally gets letters 
from children, and she likes the ones that come from her 
fans. The letters that are signed “Your #1 fan” or that include 
a list of books by Ms. Kehret that the child has read she tries 
to promptly answer. Unfortunately, occasionally a letter will 

 
80 Source: Hal Drucker and Sid Lerner, From the Desk Of, p. 20. 
81 Source: Joe Hyams, Zen in the Martial Arts, p. 5. 
82 Source: Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., Catholic School Kids Say 
the Funniest Things, p. 106. 
83 Source: Claire L. Datnow, American Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers, pp. 25, 32. 
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come from a child who wants her to write back, but the child 
did not include a return address.84 

• As a young man, Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho idolized 
Argentine novelist Jorge Luis Borges. Mr. Coelho even 
made a trip to see Mr. Borges, and he did see but not speak 
to Mr. Borges. He could have spoken to the great writer, but 
he thought, “Idols don’t speak,” so he left.85 

Fathers 

• Comedian Jerry Seinfeld loves his family. In 2007, he says 
about Sasha, his six-year-old daughter, “A daughter is God’s 
greatest gift to a man. Why? Because they never don’t want 
to kiss you.” Of course, he loves his sons, too, but he admits, 
“There’s something a little girl brings out in a dad that 
nothing else does.” As a dad with a loving wife, he believes 
in eating health-giving foods; in fact, his wife, Jessica, 
authored a cookbook titled Deceptively Delicious, which is 
about making health-giving foods taste good. According to 
Mr. Seinfeld, “Chocolate disguises everything — even 
cauliflower.” Of course, despite being a family man, he still 
has an edge, and he still finds ways to rebel. For example, he 
says, “One of the things I like to do is correct spelling and 
complete sentences while texting — that’s my rage against 
the machine.”86 

• At the 1992 Olympic Games in Barcelona, Spain, Derek 
Redmond was injured while running in a semi-final of the 

 
84 Source: Peg Kehret, Five Pages a Day: A Writer’s Journey, pp. 180-
181. 
85 Source: Paulo Coelho, Confessions of a Pilgrim, pp. viii, 168. 
86 Source: Carrie Rickey, “While promoting ‘Bee Movie,’ Jerry 
Seinfeld keeps processing.” 25 October 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/news/article/50271/while-promoting-
bee-movie-jerry-seinfeld-keeps-processing/>. 
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400-meter race. He wanted to finish the race despite the 
major pain he felt, so he struggled to continue. His father, 
Jim Redmond, was in the stands, but he came out onto the 
racetrack and told his son, “Look, you don’t have to do this.” 
Derek replied, “Yes, I do.” His father then said, “Well, if 
you’re going to finish this race, let’s do it together.” Jim 
helped his son to finish the race, and they crossed the finish 
line together.87 

• Bill Lee, filmmaker Spike Lee’s father, was a jazz 
musician who refused to compromise his art. He played 
acoustic stand-up bass and refused to play the electric Fender 
bass, even though it was more popular and would have 
gotten him more jobs to support his family. Spike said while 
making his film Mo’ Better Blues, “Everything I know about 
jazz, I know from my father. I saw his integrity, how he was 
not going to play just any kind of music, no matter how much 
money he could make.”88 

• Scout leaders need to be aware of the effects that divorce 
and living in a single-parent family have on children. One 
Girl Scout troop had a father-daughter dance, but because 
the Scout leaders were aware that some of the girls in the 
troop came from divorced or single-parent families, they let 
the Girl Scouts invite anyone they wanted to invite. One of 
the Girl Scouts invited her uncle, and another Girl Scout 
invited her older brother.89 

• H. Allen Smith was born in McLeansboro, Illinois, where 
his father had grown up. When his father had been a young 
man, McLeansboro had been the home of an undesirable 

 
87 Source: Bud Greenspan, 100 Greatest Moments in Olympic History, 
pp. 136-137. 
88 Source: Bob Bernotas, Spike Lee: Filmmaker, pp. 14, 68-69. 
89 Source: Maxine B. Rosenberg, Living with a Single Parent, p. 44. 
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element — rowdies who fought a lot and drank a lot. Mr. 
Smith once asked his father if he had been one of the town 
rowdies. “H*ll, no,” his father replied. “I was a respectable 
citizen. But I could lick anybody my size, and I could 
outdrink all of them.”90 

• British comedian Paul Whitehouse thought that he would 
appear in a Harry Potter film, so he told his daughters about 
it, and of course one daughter told her friends. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Whitehouse’s part was cut, and so his 
daughter’s friends thought that she had been fibbing. This 
made his daughter angry. In addition, his very youngest 
daughter got angry, complaining, “How dare they do that? 
Daddy’s a very good actress.”91 

• Sid Caesar’s father wanted him to become a musician and 
not be forced to work in a restaurant. One day, his father 
came home carrying a saxophone and told him, “Sidney, 
you’re going to learn the saxophone.” Sid asked, “Why?” 
His father answered, “Because someone left one in the 
restaurant.”92 

• Theodor Geisel, aka Dr. Seuss, was inspired by his father, 
who had once held a world record for marksmanship at 200 
yards. Mr. Geisel even framed and hung a target that his 
father had shot at during a competition. Mr. Geisel 
explained, “That target reminds me to reach for 
excellence.”93 

 
90 Source: H. Allen Smith, Lo, the Former Egyptian!, p. 151. 
91 Source: Alan Franks, “The last laugh for The Fast Show.” The Times. 
27 October 2007 
<http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/stag
e/comedy/article2716061.ece>. 
92 Source: Tim Boxer, The Jewish Celebrity Hall of Fame, p. 65. 
93 Source: Carin T. Ford, Dr. Seuss: Best-Loved Author, p. 15. 
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• As part of his research on evolution, Charles Darwin 
studied barnacles. He thought about barnacles for hours each 
day, and his office was filled with barnacles. His children 
began to regard such behavior as normal, and one of his sons 
asked about a neighbor, “Where does he do his barnacles?”94 

Flowers 

• When theatrical impresario Florenz Ziegfeld fell in love 
with actress Billie Burke, he went to a florist and bought 
every flower there, including a few orange trees that were 
not for sale but had been intended for display use only. He 
ordered everything to be delivered to Ms. Burke, then sat 
back and waited for her to call him. She never called. Finally, 
after a week had passed he called her. It turned out that his 
telephone had been busy when she had tried to thank him for 
the flowers, so he had a special telephone installed for her 
calls only. Yes, later they got married, and yes, Mr. Ziegfeld 
continued to have a special telephone to be used only for 
communicating with his beloved wife.95 

• When children’s book author and illustrator Will 
Hillenbrand was growing up, he pulled the petals of a daisy 
off to see if a little girl named Jane loved him: “She loves 
me, she loves me not ….” The last petal told him that little 
Jane loved him, so he went to her home, rang the doorbell, 
and waited until the door opened. When the front door 
opened, revealing a dark interior (because Will was standing 
in bright sunlight) behind a screen door, he triumphantly 
exclaimed, “YOU LOVE ME!” Unfortunately for Will, 
when his eyes adjusted so he could see the interior of the 

 
94 Source: Margaret J. Anderson, Charles Darwin: Naturalist, p. 82. 
95 Source: Eddie Cantor and David Freedman, Ziegfeld: The Great 
Glorifier, pp. 73-74. 
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house, he realized that the doorbell had not been answered 
by little Jane — it had been answered by her grandmother.96 

• Jacob August Riis did much to help the poor, and his book 
titled How the Other Half Lives let wealthier people learn 
about the poor living conditions of the poor. Mr. Riis was 
able to rear his children outside the slums, in an area with 
fresh air and flowers. His children used to pick daisies and 
ask him to take the flowers to “the poors,” as the children 
called them. Mr. Riis gave the flowers to children who barely 
knew what a flower was.97 

• Actress Paulette Goddard was once bothered by the 
unwanted attentions of a would-be suitor. Hearing that the 
man had asked her servants what her favorite flowers were, 
she told them, “Tell the idiot I adore white violets. He’ll 
never find any, so I won’t have to bother to thank him.”98 

 
96 Source: Michael J. Rosen, creator, Down to Earth, p. 17. 
97 Source: William Oliver Stevens, Famous Humanitarians, pp. 105-
107. 
98 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and Tongues, 
p. 118. 
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Chapter 3: From Food to Husbands and Wives 

Food 

• Ralph Nader’s mother used to give her children chickpeas 
as a snack, and she used to scrape the sugary frosting off of 
birthday cakes before giving them a piece. In addition, 
because she didn’t know what hot dogs were made of, she 
never fed her kids hot dogs. At her household, kids were 
expected to eat what was on their plates, whether they liked 
it or not. If a kid ever objected and asked why he or she had 
to eat something, her standard answer was this: “Because it’s 
good for you.” She also had a number of stories to go with 
certain foods. If one of her children didn’t want to eat a food 
with lots of vitamin C, for example, she would tell the child 
a story about sailors who got sick with scurvy until they 
learned that lemons would prevent the disease. And if telling 
a story about why a certain food was healthy to eat didn’t 
convince a child to eat something, she would look the child 
in the eyes, and ask, “What does your tongue have against 
your heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys?”99 

• When he was a child, future heavyweight champion Joe 
Louis would wash the floor to help out his mother. Of 
course, sometimes he got into trouble. One day, he was 
entrusted with carrying a lunch his mother had made to a 
field where she was doing farm work. On the way there, Joe 
made a mistake and peeked into the basket. He saw a baked 
chicken leg, which he quickly transformed into a baked 
chicken bone. By the time he reached the field, he had eaten 
much of the lunch. His mother punished him, and later Joe 
said, “I cried some mean tears, but my stomach was 
happy.”100 

 
99 Source: Ralph Nader, The Seventeen Traditions, pp. 39, 41-42. 
100 Source: Robert Jakoubek, Joe Louis, p. 28. 
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• For a while, the young daughter of John Conwell did not 
want the different kinds of foods she ate to touch. Therefore, 
at meals she would often have three or four plates: a plate for 
meat, a plate for vegetable number one, a plate for vegetable 
number two, and a plate for dessert. She would eat all the 
food off the first plate, then eat all the food off the second 
plate, and so on. Mr. and Mrs. Conwell decided to try to 
break her of this preference, so they took her to a nice 
restaurant. Their daughter ordered a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich — “on three plates, please.” Fortunately, 
eventually she grew out of this preference.101 

• After Steve Wozniak, one of the founders of the Apple 
Computer Company and a true pioneer of the personal 
computer industry, graduated from the University of 
California at Berkeley with an engineering degree on June 
14, 1986, he and some friends and family celebrated by 
going out for pizza pie. As a joke, a friend pushed some pizza 
into Mr. Wozniak’s face. A newspaper photographer was 
present, and the next day a photograph appeared in the paper 
with the caption, “Stephen Wozniak — Computer Pie-In-
Ear.”102 

• In the early day of World War II, Tomie dePaola, who was 
in the 2nd grade, heard a lot about hoarders: people who 
bought lots of things they thought would be rationed soon. 
For example, young Tomie heard about a wife who made her 
husband buy 50 pounds of sugar to hoard in the basement. 
However, because of the humidity, the sugar became hard, 

 
101 Source: Andrew Tobias, “Eggplant And Asperger’s.” 31 August 
2007 <http://www.andrewtobias.com/newcolumns/070831.html>. 
102 Source: Rebecca Gold, Steve Wozniak: A Wizard Called Woz, p. 10. 
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like a rock. Each night, the husband would go into the 
basement and chip off a piece of sugar to put into his tea.103 

• In many ways, things are better today than they were in the 
good old days. Lois Addy, born 1892, remembered that her 
father would sometimes invite friends home for supper, even 
though there were no telephones and he couldn’t call his 
wife. Back then, to get supper when you had unexpected 
company, you had to kill a chicken, pluck it, and cook it. 
Getting supper would take two hours.104 

• John Howard, a man who did much to reform the horrible 
conditions of jails in Europe in the 18th century, was a kind 
man. He used to go to his garden each morning just as the 
bread cart went by, buy a loaf of bread, toss it into his garden, 
then call to his gardener, “Harry, see if there is something 
for you there, among the cabbages.”105 

• At a party at artist Neysa McMein’s studio, actress Helen 
Hayes was sitting quietly in a corner when a man she had 
never seen before came up to her, held out a bag of nuts, and 
asked, “Want a peanut?” She took a few, and the man said, 
“I wish they were emeralds.” The man was playwright 
Charles MacArthur, whom she later married.106 

• Calvin Klein TV commercials sometimes featured 
beautiful models filled with existential angst. Boston Market 
Market, a fast-food restaurant chain,  parodied these 
commercials by showing thin models walking on a beach as 
they agonize about how they could “fill this empty void of 

 
103 Source: Tomie dePaola, Why?, pp. 62-63. 
104 Source: Jeanne Marie Laskas, We Remember, p. 5. 
105 Source: James F. Cobb, Heroes of Charity, p. 3. 
106 Source: Ben Hecht, Charlie: The Improbable Life and Times of 
Charles MacArthur, p. 103. 
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emptiness.” Of course, Boston Market had the solution — 
eat something.107 

• Pierre Curie, the husband of Marie (they won the Nobel 
Prize in Physics in 1903), paid little attention to what he ate. 
At dinner, Marie once asked him if he had liked his lamp 
chop. He replied, “I haven’t tasted it yet” — and then he 
looked at his plate and saw that it was empty.108 

• James Marshall, author/illustrator of such children’s books 
as The Stupids Step Out and Miss Nelson is Missing!, had 
one eccentricity when he was a child. He hated toast, so 
rather than eat it, he hid it — in his closet were hidden stacks 
of toast.109 

• In ancient Jerusalem, Jews would put a flag in front of their 
door to indicate that a meal was being served at that time and 
that anyone who was hungry could join the family for the 
meal.110 

Friends 

• Working together, friends Steven Jobs and Stephen 
Wozniak created Apple Computer. It was Mr. Jobs who 
came up with the name. He remembered a very happy time 
he had spent in Oregon picking apples. Mr. Jobs also created 
the company logo: an apple with a bite taken out of it. Mr. 
Wozniak was also pretty good at coming up with names. 

 
107 Source: Bernice Kanner, The 100 Best TV Commercials, pp. 159-
160. 
108 Source: Rosalynd Pflaum, Marie Curie and Her Daughter Irene, p. 
31. 
109 Source: Deborah Kovacs and James Preller, Meet the Authors and 
Illustrators, pp. 46-47. 
110 Source: Rabbi Ronald H. Isaacs, Exploring Jewish Ethics and 
Values, p. 21. 
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When he went back (after having dropped out earlier, and 
after having left Apple) to the University of California at 
Berkeley, the world-famous computer genius was seldom 
recognized because he used a pseudonym at school: Rocky 
Raccoon Clark. (“Rocky Raccoon” is the title of a song by 
the Beatles, and Mr. Wozniak was married to athlete 
Candice Clark.) The two also had other talents. Believe it or 
not, at Apple Computer Mr. Jobs would sometimes inspect 
the Macintosh computer factory — after first donning a 
white glove! And after retiring from Apple Computer, Mr. 
Wozniak expanded his Los Gatos, California, home. Among 
other attractions, it has a limestone cave with such attractions 
as replicas of dinosaur tracks, fossils, cave paintings, rock 
carvings, and crystal formations. According to Mr. Wozniak, 
“The whole house has to be for kids as well as adults. Kids 
just love secret places.”111 

• Creative people are often funny, as these stories about the 
friends of J. Bryan III, who is himself creative, show: 1) 
Donald Ogden Stewart sent his son a letter on his 14th 
birthday. The letter said: “Dear Dee-Dee: The time has come 
for you to learn about the flowers and the bees. There is a 
gentleman bee and a lady bee, though I don’t know which is 
which. As for the flowers, we get ours from Plaza Florists. 
So much for that. Affectionately, Daddy.” 2) Marc Connelly 
once inscribed one of his books, “To Joseph Bryan III, 
whose friendship and the purchase of this book have made 
me richer.” 3) Corey Ford’s estate was called Stoneybroke, 
because it had been so expensive to build. On the estate was 
a birdbath with a towel rack complete with tiny HIS and 
HER towels. 4) Finis Farr once accepted an invitation to a 

 
111 Source: Keith Elliot Greenberg, Steven Jobs and Stephen Wozniak: 
Creating the Apple Computer, pp. 21, 29-30, 38-40, 45. 
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New Year’s Eve party with this telegram: “DELIGHTED. I 
TAKE A SIZE 7 1/4 IN LAMPSHADES.”112 

• Punk rocker Patti Smith was always ambitious. Before 
becoming famous with her first album, Horses, Ms. Smith 
was starting to make a name for herself in New York City as 
a poet and a rocker. After one of her performances, Bob 
Dylan visited her backstage. A photographer took a few 
photographs of him, and then Ms. Smith pushed Mr. Dylan 
aside and jokingly told the photographer, “Take my picture.” 
Mr. Dylan made a praying motion to Ms. Smith, and then he 
left. Of course, later Ms. Smith thought that she had acted 
like a jerk to Mr. Dylan and “that guy will never talk to me 
again.” However, a photograph of Mr. Dylan with his arms 
around Ms. Smith appeared on the cover of the Village 
Voice, and soon afterward Ms. Smith saw Mr. Dylan on the 
street. He had a copy of the Village Voice cover, and he joked 
to Ms. Smith, “Who are these two people? You know who 
these people are?” Then he smiled at Ms. Smith, and she 
knew he wasn’t mad at her.113 

• Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho makes a lot of money, and 
early in his life he made a lot of money through writing 
songs. The first time he made a lot of money, he made it in 
a hurry. He didn’t have money to eat out or to go to a movie, 
and when he went to check his bank account, he found that 
$40,000 had been deposited in it because of his songwriting 
royalties. One of the first things he did when he started to 
become famous was to get rid of his old hippie friends and 
acquire new, exciting friends. This turned out to be a 
mistake. When he stopped making a lot of money after 

 
112 Source: J. Bryan III, Merry Gentlemen (and One Lady), pp. 62, 106, 
158, 214. 
113 Source: Victor Bockris and Roberta Bayley, Patti Smith: An 
Unauthorized Biography, pp. 122-123. 
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losing his job at an international record company, his new 
friends didn’t call him and of course the old friends he had 
jettisoned didn’t call him, either. Mr. Coelho went on to 
make new piles of money, but he remembered to make a 
major effort to keep his old friends.114 

• When he was growing up, John Waters, later known as the 
Prince of Puke as a result of directing such cult gross-outs as 
Pink Flamingos, sometimes had scary friends. Two friends 
were David Lochary (who constantly changed the color of 
his long hair) and his girlfriend, Roxanne. Roxanne’s 
extreme fashions terrified Mr. Waters’ mother, but she said 
about David, “I like David. He’s the only lady you’ve ever 
brought home.” Another friend was Pat Moran, whose 
husband, Maelcum Soul, accepted the fact that she and Mr. 
Waters, who is gay, are very, very close, and whoever 
marries Pat gets John as part of the pact. In fact, Mr. Waters 
says that Mr. Soul “even sends me candy for Valentine’s 
Day.”115 

• Author Quentin Crisp used to know a homeless woman 
called The Countess who lived in a large trunk in a 
graveyard. She had a change of clothes, a portable stove, and 
some plates, cups, and saucers, and she used to entertain 
friends who would sit on broken gravestones. Despite being 
homeless, her manner was regal, and she liked to entertain 
invited friends only. If someone were to knock on her trunk 
without being invited to visit her, she would open the trunk 

 
114 Source: Paulo Coelho, Confessions of a Pilgrim, pp. 47, 63-64. 
115 Source: Robrt L. Pela, Filthy: The Weird World of John Waters, pp. 
20-21. (Yes, “Robrt” is the correct spelling.) 
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and say, “You have not made an appointment. I am seeing 
no one today.”116 

• Swedish filmmaker Ingmar Bergman tended to work with 
the same 18 people over and over, and he always hired a 
hostess, who brewed coffee and baked pastries and made the 
set homey. At Cannes, film director David Lean once 
compared notes with Mr. Bergman, asking him, “How large 
a crew do you use?” Mr. Bergman answered, “I always work 
with 18 friends.” Mr. Lean marveled, “That’s funny. I work 
with 150 enemies.”117 

• Dorothy Parker and Elsa Maxwell once lunched with a 
pretentious man who was determined to put Ms. Maxwell 
down. The man said that he was a friend of the painter 
Augustus John, then he said to Ms. Maxwell, “Of course, I 
don’t suppose you know whom I’m talking about.” Ms. 
Parker replied, “Oh yes, she does. But they’re such great 
friends she calls him Augustus Jack.”118 

• When Dorothy Parker gave a party after moving into a new 
apartment, her friend the humorist Frank Sullivan gave her a 
house-warming gift of a package of used coffee grounds, egg 
shells, and lemon peels, explaining, “There’s nothing like 
garbage to make a house a home.”119 

 
116 Source: Paul Bailey, editor, The Stately Homo: A Celebration of the 
Life of Quentin Crisp, pp. 25-26. 
117 Source: Roger Ebert, “Ingmar Bergman: In Memory.” 30 July 2007 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070730/
PEOPLE/70730001>. 
118 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and Tongues, 
p. 140. 
119 Source: J. Bryan III, Merry Gentlemen (and One Lady), p. 106. 
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Gays and Lesbians 

• In 1983, during Thanksgiving weekend, Catholic parents 
Casey and Mary Ellen Lopata discovered that their oldest 
son, Jim, a sophomore in college, was lonely. He told his 
mother, “Mom, I’m lonely. I’m lonely for another man.” 
This was how Mary Ellen realized that her son was gay, and 
she told him that his being gay didn’t matter and that she 
loved him. He asked, “Then why are you crying?” She 
replied, “I don’t know.” His father didn’t know what to say 
to him. He asked, “Are you sure?” and “Can you change?” 
Then he remained silent, wondering if his oldest son could 
be gay and still be a Catholic. As it turned out, Casey and 
Mary Ellen Lopata took a long time — nine years — to be 
comfortable while being open about having a gay son, but 
eventually they did become comfortable. In addition, they 
rejected neither their son nor their religion. In fact, Mary 
Ellen wrote a book titled Fortunate Families: Catholic 
Families with Lesbian Daughters and Gay Sons about 
Catholics learning to be open about having gay children. 
Together, she and her husband founded a group called 
Fortunate Families to help Catholic parents with gay 
children. Casey and Mary Ellen Lopata believe that their 
family has been fortunate in having a gay son, and they 
believe that having a gay son has made them better 
Catholics.120 

• The TV series Queer Eye for the Straight Guy, which aired 
on Bravo, opened up a lot of eyes — and minds. Many 
straight viewers of the series became aware that gay people 
can be very likeable; after all, the five stars of the series were 
and are very likeable. Kyan Douglas, the grooming expert, 

 
120 Source: Deb Price, “Catholic Parents of Gay Kids Find a Comfort 
Zone.” Creators Syndicate. 28 October 2007 
<http://www.creators.com/opinion/deb-price/catholic-parents-of-gay-
kids-find-a-comfort-zone.html>. 
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has received many, many letters about how grandmothers 
and grandfathers and Republicans watch the show, and so, 
he says, “I knew that we had some sort of impact on a part 
of society that just normally wouldn’t have been exposed to 
gay people at all.” Jai Rodriguez, the culture expert, has 
heard from a young gay man whose family was very 
religious and at first didn’t care for gay people. However, 
they started watching and enjoying the Queer Eye series, and 
that made it easier for the young man to tell his family that 
he was gay. Of course, the show has had benefits for its stars. 
In addition to becoming famous celebrities, they have been 
able to come out of the closet in a global way, including to 
all their family relatives. Ted Allen, the food expert, says 
that the series “was a real gift for my mother because none 
of my relatives will ever again ask her why I’m not married 
or don’t have a girlfriend.”121 

• Tim Gill is a gay business executive of the company that 
manufactures Quark XPress. He found coming out very 
difficult. While attending college in Boulder, Colorado, he 
walked into the Boulder Gay Liberation office, said “Hi,” 
then “Hello,” and then he “just shook for ten minutes.” 
Fortunately, the man in the office managed to calm him 
down. Like many other gay men of the time, Mr. Gill saw a 
psychiatrist. At this time, 1972, homosexuality was no 
longer considered aberrant, so the psychiatrist told him, 
“Well, if you want to change, I will help you. Otherwise, we 
just have to work on your parents.”122 

• Gene is a gay man who is married and has two children; his 
wife, from whom he is separated, and his children all support 
him. His wife is his best friend, and when his son met at his 

 
121 Source: James Hillis, “A Look Back at Bravo’s ‘Queer Eye.’” 9 
October 2007 <http://www.afterelton.com/TV/2007/10/queereye>. 
122 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, Outspoken, pp. 193ff. 
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high school a new girl who was curious about homosexuals 
and wanted to meet some “gay guys,” his son knew exactly 
what to do. He invited her to his house so she could meet his 
father, Gene.123 

• Celebrated effeminate homosexual wit Quentin Crisp was 
more or less accepted by his family, although they 
sometimes sent him letters with this salutation: “Dear Sir or 
Madam — cross out which does not apply.” Something 
similar happened in a law court when the clerk sneered at 
him and said, “You are a male person, I presume.”124 

• While in college, humor writer Ellen Orleans went to see a 
therapist because she didn’t feel romantic with men. The 
therapist suggested that she make a date with a man, so she 
did — but the man she asked out was gay. (The gay man’s 
lover wasn’t threatened by the date — he knew that Ms. 
Orleans was a lesbian even before she did.)125 

• Lesbian stand-up comedian Judy Carter wore her freedom-
ring necklace to a store, where one of two men behind a 
counter said, “I like your necklace.” This was a safe way for 
him to come out to her, while still remaining closeted to his 
boss.126 

 
123 Source: Michael Abernethy, “Queer, Isn’t It?: PFLAG: A Piece of 
Our Hearts.” 16 October 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/columns/article/49482/pflag-a-piece-
of-our-hearts/>. 
124 Source: Paul Bailey, editor, The Stately Homo: A Celebration of the 
Life of Quentin Crisp, pp. 60, 226. 
125 Source: Ellen Orleans, Can’t Keep a Straight Face, p. 77. 
126 Source: Judy Carter, The Homo Handbook, p. 63. 
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Golf 

• Golfer Tommy Bolt had a ferocious temper, which 
sometimes led to him smashing his golf clubs and 
occasionally other things. During one tournament, he kept 
his temper under control. However, at one point an 
announcement alerted everyone that he had hit the pin. 
Hearing this, his wife asked, “With what — the club or the 
caddie?”127 

• Phil Baker, a Jewish comedian, once started to play golf at 
a club that had a restricted clientele — which meant, no Jews 
allowed. The assistant manager of the golf course told him, 
“Sorry, Mr. Baker — we’re restricted.” He replied, “Can’t I 
at least play nine holes — my wife is a Gentile.”128 

Good Deeds 

• If you become a soldier, you will be issued ID tags, aka dog 
tags. Their purpose is to help identify your corpse if you are 
killed in such a way that your features are not recognizable 
or if your corpse is not buried right away and so your features 
become unrecognizable. ID tags are a wonderful invention 
because they allow your family to know that you are dead 
instead of wondering and wondering whether you are alive 
or dead — a fate even worse than knowing that you are dead. 
During World War I, the Germans were fighting the French 
during the spring offensive of 1916. Some German soldiers 
in Melchior Baptist’s platoon discovered two French 
soldiers who had been lying unburied for two or three 
months due to the fighting and due to their hidden location. 
The Germans pitied the families of the dead French soldiers, 
so they took the ID tags from the soldiers’ corpses before 
burying them. At the time, the German and the French lines 

 
127 Source: Sam Molen, Take 2 and Hit to Right, pp. 167-168. 
128 Source: Robert L. Mott, Radio Live! Television Live!, p. 21. 
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were very close together, and sometimes only 10 yards 
separated them. The Germans threw the ID tags to the 
French line. Later, the French threw back a thank-you 
note.129 

• In her book Shelter Dogs: Amazing Stories of Adopted 
Strays, children’s book author Peg Kehret tells the story of 
Ivan, a dog adopted from an animal shelter by Taj Brumleve, 
who is legally deaf and who wanted to train her own hearing-
aid dog to do such things as let her know when the telephone 
or the doorbell was ringing. It’s a good thing she adopted 
Ivan to take care of her and Alexandra, her hearing-impaired 
daughter. One day after she had put Alexandra to bed, Taj 
lay on the couch to take a nap. She woke up when Ivan — a 
big dog that weighed 60 pounds — climbed on her chest. 
When she woke up, she discovered that the room was filled 
with smoke. As soon as Taj woke up, Ivan went upstairs, 
woke up Alexandra, took her shirtsleeve in his mouth, and 
led her downstairs. Taj, Alexandra, and Ivan all got out of 
the house safely, a neighbor called 911, and fire fighters put 
out the fire. The American Red Cross gave Ivan an award, 
and at the award ceremony Ivan wore a vest and a bow tie. 
At the award ceremony, Taj said, “The lesson that should 
come out of this is that if you love your animals, they will 
love you.”130 

• When Albert Schweitzer was a youth, he was very good at 
hitting targets with a stone thrown from a slingshot. One day, 
a boy in a group of his friends told him to hit one of the birds 
that were in a tree nearby. However, immediately a church 
bell began to ring and the birds flew away. As an adult, Mr. 

 
129 Source: Reinhard Diebold, collector and editor, The Book of Good 
Deeds: 1914-1918, pp. 185-186. 
130 Source: Peg Kehret, Shelter Dogs: Amazing Stories of Adopted 
Strays, pp. 105-115. 
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Schweitzer wrote, “The music drove the commandment into 
my heart, ‘Thou shalt not kill!’ It was one of the great 
experiences of my childhood and life.” This led to his 
reverence for life. His wife greatly loved him. When he met 
Helene Breslau, he had already the ambition of going to 
Africa and opening a hospital, which would involve great 
hardships. He told Helene of these hardships, but she said 
merely, “I will take a training course in nursing, and then 
you won’t be able to go without me.” The two, physician and 
nurse in addition to being husband and wife, did go to Africa, 
and they opened a hospital.131 

Halloween 

• Back when Tucson Weekly columnist Tom Danehy was in 
high school, he and some other guys played a Halloween 
trick on a friend. All together, they decided to dress in 
costumes on Halloween for school. But after the friend left, 
they decided not to. The next day, the friend showed up 
dressed as a pirate, while Tom and the other guys were 
dressed normally. The following year, they got together and 
decided again to get dressed up in costumes on Halloween 
for school. The friend didn’t want to be fooled again, so he 
showed up for school in normal clothing. Of course, Tom 
and the other guys were dressed in costumes. As Tom says, 
“There’s nothing like squeezing two gotchas out of the same 
gag.” And one Halloween while he was in college Tom told 
a friend with a beard to spray the beard with Right Guard 
deodorant so he could go to a costume party as an armpit. By 
the way, one Halloween his wife made a very inventive 
costume for their son. She cut a rectangular area out of the 
front of a cardboard box that fit over their son’s head. She 
then covered the rectangular area with gauze, and she put a 
glow stick in the cardboard box so it looked like a glowing 

 
131 Source: William Oliver Stevens, Famous Humanitarians, pp. 124, 
126. 
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computer screen. Next, she attached a realistic-looking 
keyboard to the cardboard box. Finally, she gave their son a 
toy ax, completing his outfit as a computer hacker.132 

• Illustrator Bill Morrison was very much into Batman when 
he was a kid, and he liked to run around his neighborhood 
wearing his Sears catalog Batman costume, which was 
vastly superior to the Batman costumes sold at dime stores. 
Unfortunately for young Bill, a mother in his neighborhood 
was an excellent seamstress, and she made absolutely perfect 
Batman and Robin costumes for her two sons, so the 
costumed Bill felt like he had to hide whenever those two 
boys were playing in their perfect costumes. Later, when he 
was an adult, he bought an expensive — $300! — deluxe 
Batman costume that came in handy when his sister wanted 
him to take Justin, her young son — for whom she had made 
a Robin costume — treat-or-treating on Halloween. The 
event was a success. Mr. Morrison says, “With my cape 
down, I made a pretty good Batman. To Justin, I was 
Batman.”133 

• Lesbian humorist Garbo participated in a gay and lesbian 
bowling league where one Halloween she saw a drag queen 
bowling in three-inch stiletto heels. This is definitely against 
bowling alley rules, but the manager didn’t say a word — 
this drag queen was big. Garbo herself bowled on an all-
lesbian team called the “Girl Gang,” but when a gay friend 
named Ron joined them, they offered to change the team’s 

 
132 Source: Tom Danehy, “Tom’s gearing up for trick-or-treating at 
George Will’s house.” Tucson Weekly. 25 October 2007 
<http://www.tucsonweekly.com/gbase/Opinion/Content?oid=oid:10229
4>. 
133 Source: Diana Schultz, editor, AutobioGraphix, pp. 39-44. 
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name. As it turned out, they didn’t have to change their name 
— Ron thought that it was accurate.134 

• While growing up, Janet E. Hersh wore a nurse’s costume 
for Halloween; after Halloween, she kept the costume. 
Whenever anyone was ill, she ran to put on her costume and 
pretend to be a nurse. As a grown up, she became Janet E. 
Hersh, RN.135 

Husbands and Wives 

• C.S. Lewis, aka Jack, had a famous marriage to Joy 
Gresham. The two married when she was on what was 
thought to be her deathbed, but she had a remission of her 
cancer and they were able to live and love happily together 
for a few years. Ms. Gresham was a remarkable woman. The 
two occasionally walked on their own land, with Ms. 
Gresham carrying a “garden gun” that she used to scare birds 
away from the vegetables in the garden. One day as they 
were walking, they came across a young man with a bow and 
arrows. Mr. Lewis said, “Excuse me. This is private land, 
and you really shouldn’t be here. Would you please leave?” 
The young man responded by drawing his bow and pointing 
an arrow straight at them. Mr. Lewis immediately stepped in 
front of his wife to protect her, but she said, “God d*mn it, 
Jack, get out of my line of fire!” Mr. Lewis moved out of her 
line of fire, and she aimed the gun straight at the threatening 
trespasser — who immediately fled.136 

 
134 Source: Garbo, The Complete Garbo Talks, pp. 22-23. 
135 Source: Linda Gambee Henry and James Douglas Henry, The Soul 
of the Caring Nurse, p. 20. 
136 Source: Douglas Gresham, “My stepdad, CS Lewis.” The Guardian. 
4 October 2007 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,2182860,00.html>. 
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• In 1965, President Lyndon Baines Johnson groomed 
Thurgood Marshall to be the first African-American Justice 
to sit on the United States Supreme Court by making him 
Solicitor General. In 1967, an opening appeared on the 
Supreme Court, and President Johnson scheduled a meeting 
with Solicitor General Marshall. Mr. Marshall told his wife, 
Cissy, that he thought he would be nominated to sit on the 
Supreme Court, but when President Johnson told him that 
news at the meeting, he managed to look surprised and said, 
“Wait till Cissy hears this! Is she ever going be shocked!” 
Hearing this, President Johnson allowed Mr. Marshall to use 
a speakerphone to call Cissy and tell her the news. Mrs. 
Marshall answered, and not knowing she was on a 
speakerphone, she immediately asked, “Did we get the 
Supreme Court appointment?” President Johnson laughed.137 

• At one time, an Arabic would-be bridegroom would tell the 
father of the woman whom he wanted to marry that he was 
going to steal a bull from him. The man would then steal a 
bull, butcher it, cook a feast, and invite the family he wanted 
to marry into to come and share the feast. At that time, he 
would tell his prospective father-in-law that the meat served 
at the feast came from the prospective father-in-law’s own 
bull. The stealing of the bull was a test of the prospective 
bridegroom — if he succeeded in stealing the bull, he was 
virile and courageous enough to make a good son-in-law. Of 
course, the prospective bridegroom would get help from the 
woman he wanted to marry, and the woman’s father was 
frequently negligent in looking after the bull at opportune 
times for the prospective bridegroom.138 

 
137 Source: D. J. Herda, Thurgood Marshall: Civil Rights Champion, 
pp. 70-71. 
138 Source: Hussain M. Al-Amily, compiler, The Book of Arabian 
Wisdom, p. 97. 
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• Antoine Lavoisier, the founder of modern chemistry, was 
28 years old when he married 14-year-old Marie Paulze on 
December 16, 1771. A wealthy relative of her father had 
wanted Marie to marry a man whom she hated. To escape 
the pressure from the wealthy relative, her father had asked 
Mr. Lavoisier to marry his daughter. Although this was an 
arranged marriage to which Marie had agreed partly to 
escape marriage with another man whom she considered “a 
fool … and an ogre,” the marriage was happy. Marie assisted 
her husband in his scientific work, created the drawings that 
illustrated many of his experiments, and even learned 
English in order to translate his scientific writings into that 
language.139 

• On May 12, 1956, Dodger Carl Erskine pitched against the 
New York Giants. His wife, Betty, was doing the ironing at 
home while listening to the game. Mr. Erskine pitched well 
in the 1st through 4th innings, and since Betty was 
superstitious she decided to keep on ironing the same 
tablecloth because she thought that ironing something else 
might change her husband’s luck. She kept ironing the same 
tablecloth through the end of the 9th inning, and her husband 
kept pitching well. At the end of the game, the tablecloth was 
not scorched, and the opposing team had not made a run or 
even a hit. Mr. Erskine points out, “That’s teamwork.”140 

• Isidor Straus, founder of New York City’s Macy’s 
Department Store, and his wife were on board the Titanic 
when it sank on April 15, 1912. Mr. Straus realized that the 
Titanic did not have enough lifeboats to save all of its 
passengers and crew. Instead of taking up space that could 

 
139 Source: Lisa Yount, Antoine Lavoisier: Founder of Modern 
Chemistry, pp. 22-24. 
140 Source: Carl Erskine, Carl Erskine’s Tales from the Dodger Dugout, 
p. 116. 
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be used to save a different person, he decided to stay on 
board the Titanic. He urged his wife to get on board a 
lifeboat, but she told him, “We have been living together for 
many years. Where you go, I go.”141 

• Author Peg Bracken knows a woman who was tired of both 
her husband and housekeeping, so she left her husband, 
leaving behind a note explaining that she wanted a divorce. 
The following day, she returned home to get a few clothes, 
only to discover that her husband was worried sick about her, 
because he hadn’t found the note. She couldn’t remember 
where she had left the note, so they searched for it, and as 
they searched for it, they got friendly and stayed married.142 

• John Glenn and his wife, Annie, had an unusual way of 
saying goodbye whenever he was leaving on a dangerous 
mission. Mr. Glenn would tell his wife, “I’m going down to 
the corner drug store to buy some gum.” Mrs. Glenn would 
reply, “Well, don’t take too long.” They said this just before 
Mr. Glenn left to become a fighter pilot in the Pacific during 
World War II, and they said it again just before Mr. Glenn 
became the first American astronaut to orbit the Earth.143 

• Johnny Carson blamed his first divorce on comedian Red 
Skelton, who told jokes as he assumed the persona of two 
seagulls: Heathcliff and Gertrude. Mr. Carson wrote those 
jokes, and the only way he could write the jokes was to act 
like a seagull. He stood in front of a mirror, crossed his eyes 
like Mr. Skelton did, and looked silly. His first wife divorced 

 
141 Source: Michael D. Cole, The Titanic: Disaster at Sea, pp. 15, 28. 
142 Source: Peg Bracken, The I Hate to Housekeep Book, pp. 11-12. 
143 Source: Michael D. Cole, John Glenn: Astronaut and Senator, pp. 
23, 57-58. 
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him, saying, “I took you for better or worse, but not for a 
couple of seagulls.”144 

• Jimmy Durante’s second wife was Margie Little. For their 
first date, he went to her apartment, turned down the lights, 
and began to play a record, saying, “One of my pals has been 
telling me a fella should have soft lights and sweet music 
when he goes callin’.” Ms. Little was touched by Jimmy’s 
romantic views — until the record player began blasting 
Jimmy’s version of “sweet music”: Al Jolson belting out 
“Swanee.”145 

• Fred “Sonic” Smith taught his wife, punk poet Patti Smith, 
how to play the guitar at night while their children slept; 
unfortunately, Patti learned slowly. Fred and Patti did a lot 
of affectionate joking during the lessons. After playing a 
song badly, Patti would sometimes tell her husband, “I can’t 
wait to tell people that my teacher is Fred ‘Sonic’ Smith,” 
and he would reply, “Don’t do that, Patricia.”146 

• Norma Jeane Mortensen was a child bride. She was only 
16 years old when she married Jim Dougherty, who was four 
years older than she, in 1942. Mrs. Dougherty sometimes 
played with the children on her block, and she was the only 
wife whose husband shouted for her to come home when it 
got dark. Later, Mrs. Dougherty became famous as movie 
star Marilyn Monroe.147 

 
144 Source: Robert L. Mott, Radio Live! Television Live!, p. 164. 
145 Source: Irene Adler, I Remember Jimmy, p. 169. 
146 Source: Victor Bockris and Roberta Bayley, Patti Smith: An 
Unauthorized Biography, p. 253. 
147 Source: Katherine E. Krohn, Marilyn Monroe: Norma Jeane’s 
Dream, p. 39. 
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• In 1952, after his tour of duty in Korea was over, Neil 
Armstrong went back to Purdue University and finished 
earning his degree. While there, he met Janet Shearon, but 
he didn’t ask her for a date until several months later. After 
he married her, she explained, “He is not one to rush into 
anything.” (Later, Mr. Armstrong became the first man to 
walk on the Moon.)148 

• When Sally Ride married fellow astronaut Steven Hawley, 
she wore informal clothing. Instead of a white wedding 
dress, she wore blue jeans and a rugby shirt. (She also kept 
her own name: Dr. Sally K. Ride.) Dr. Ride made it into 
space before her husband, but he wasn’t jealous. Instead, just 
before she blasted off, he called to tell her, “Sally, have a 
ball!”149 

• When Allan Pinkerton, who later became a famous private 
detective, fell in love with Joan Carfrae in his native 
Scotland, he asked her to go to North America with him. She 
responded by singing him a love song, the words of which 
told him that she would indeed go with him. They were 
married and set sail for North America.150 

• Sometimes long-married people don’t listen to each other. 
Peg Bracken’s mother once asked her father, “You 
remember Jim Byrnes?” Her father replied, “Yes, he went to 
California.” She said, “No, he died.” He replied, “Well, I 
knew it was someplace nice.”151 

 
148 Source: Carmen Bredeson, Neil Armstrong: A Space Biography, pp. 
16-17. 
149 Source: Barbara Kramer, Sally Ride: A Space Biography, pp. 22, 24. 
150 Source: Judith Pinkerton Josephson, Allan Pinkerton: The Original 
Private Eye, pp. 20-21. 
151 Source: Peg Bracken, But I Wouldn’t Have Missed It for the World!, 
p. 35. 
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• African-American major league baseball player Bob 
Gibson’s second wife was a white, blonde woman named 
Wendy. At a gathering of baseball people, Wendy looked 
around, then told her husband, “We’re the only black couple 
here.”152 

• At one time, actress Shelly Winters was engaged to be 
married to actor Farley Granger, but they decided not to get 
married because of a matter of life and death. According to 
Ms. Winters, “We would have killed each other.”153 

• John Custis hated being married to his wife, Fidelia. When 
he died, his tombstone stated that although he was 71 years 
old, he had lived only seven years — the years he had been 
an adult bachelor.154 

• Mrs. Albert Einstein was once asked if she understood her 
husband’s theory of relativity. She replied, “No, but I 
understand my husband and I know he can be trusted.”155 

 
152 Source: Steve Jacobson, Carrying Jackie’s Torch, p. 174. 
153 Source: Tim Boxer, The Jewish Celebrity Hall of Fame, p. 293. 
154 Source: Helen Chappell, The Chesapeake Book of the Dead, p. 12. 
155 Source: Bill Adler, Jewish Wit and Wisdom, p. 30. 
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Chapter 4: From Illnesses to Practical Jokes 

Illnesses 

• As an infant, Wilma Rudolph was sickly and she did not 
begin to toddle until she was four years old, but even then, 
bad luck struck. She suffered from scarlet fever and double 
pneumonia, and when she began to recover, her family 
discovered that the illnesses had damaged the nerves of one 
of her legs. She began to undergo treatment at a clinic, her 
family massaged her legs for hours each day, and at age six 
she could hop a short distance. Eventually, the hard work 
paid off. She begin to walk, then she began to run, and at the 
1960 Olympic Games in Rome, she won three gold medals 
in track — the first American woman ever to do so.156 

• Henri Landwirth was very ambitious. He worked in a New 
York City hotel, and he studied hotel management. He once 
bribed a night accountant with a bottle of whiskey. Why? 
Not to get out of work. Instead, Mr. Landwirth wanted to do 
the night accountant’s work for him. Mr. Landwirth ended 
up learning every job in that New York City hotel. He 
became very wealthy, and he founded Give the Kids the 
World in 1985. This hotel and recreation complex in Florida 
gives a fun experience to kids with life-threatening illnesses 
and to the kids’ families.157 

Language 

• As a young man, long-nosed Jimmy Durante (later a 
famous comedian) studied with an Italian music teacher who 
loved a much younger woman who knew English but not 
Italian. Since Mr. Durante knew both languages, he was put 

 
156 Source: Ravina Gelfand and Letha Patterson, They Wouldn’t Quit: 
Stories of Handicapped People, pp. 37-39. 
157 Source: Val Halamandaris, editor and compiler, Faces of Caring, 
pp. 192-193. 
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to work translating the teacher’s passionate letters from 
Italian to English, and translating the young lady’s replies 
from English to Italian. Somehow, the young lady found out 
what Mr. Durante was doing, and she fancied that she might 
be in love with him. Unfortunately, when she saw him, Mr. 
Durante says, “She took one look and dropped me out of her 
afflictions.” (Mr. Durante occasionally misused words, often 
with humorous and wise intent; the expected word would be 
“affections.”)158 

• In his performance piece Freak, stand-up comic John 
Leguizamo speaks about a heavily exaggerated version of 
his parents, who left Latin America to come to the United 
States and who he says learned English by watching TV. 
According to Mr. Leguizamo, his mother used to say things 
such as, “Chock full of nuts is the heavenly coffee, they’re 
creepy and they’re cookie, that … that … that’s all, folks.” 
Then his father would say (in Spanish), “Woman, what the 
h*ll did you just say?” She would reply (in Spanish), “How 
should I know? I’m speaking English.”159 

• Fred Terry, the husband of Ellen Terry, enjoyed swearing 
in the company of men, but he did not swear while in the 
company of ladies. Once he felt it was his duty to speak to a 
young actor who had been swearing in the Green Room Club 
and urge him to use a better kind of language. The young 
actor was unconvinced and said, “I seem to remember, sir, 
that I have sometimes heard you use fairly strong language 
in the Club yourself.” Mr. Terry responded, “God all bl**dy 
mighty! I’m the f**king President!”160 

 
158 Source: Irene Adler, I Remember Jimmy, p. 11. 
159 Source: John Leguizamo and David Bar Katz, Freak, pp. 3-4. 
160 Source: John Gielgud, Distinguished Company, p. 12. 
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• Is it possible to know the exact time that you grew up? Yes, 
and a friend of book reviewer Matt Rudd knows exactly that. 
He was in a bar in Casablanca, and he started talking to a 
pretty woman, hoping to captivate her with his long hair, 
salty language, and fascinating — at least to him — life. The 
pretty woman was not captivated. She listened to him for a 
while, and then she told him, “Why are you swearing so 
much? Is it because you think it makes you sound grown 
up?” She left, and Mr. Rudd’s friend grew up.161 

Marriage 

• Comedian Margaret Cho is strongly in favor of gay 
marriage. At a rally she met a man who had been married for 
two days to his partner, a male whom he had been with for a 
long time. The man told her, “There really is something 
about wedded bliss.” His eyes filled with tears, and he did 
not explain what he had said, but he didn’t need to — Ms. 
Cho, who has a heterosexual marriage, understood. Ms. Cho 
says about the two married men, “They had glimpsed only 
the very beginnings of married life, and the taste of it was so 
deliciously sweet. There can be no wrong here. The way we 
love can no longer be considered perverse.”162 

• The great actor Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree was not faithful 
to his wife and sired many children with other women, a fact 
of which she was well aware. After returning home one 
evening, she discovered him dining tête á tête with the young 
and very handsome male actor Esmé Percy. She teased him 
by saying, “The port’s on the sideboard, Herbert, and 
remember it’s adultery just the same.” Once, when her 

 
161 Source: Matt Rudd, “Review of ‘Keep Smiling’ by Charlotte 
Church.” The Sunday Times. 16 September 2007 
<http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/boo
ks/non-fiction/article2438602.ece>. 
162 Source: Margaret Cho, I Have Chosen to Stay and Fight, p. 188. 
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husband was late, she said, “Ah, Herbert, late again? 
Another confinement [birth] in Putney?”163 

Mishaps 

• Lucrezia Bori of the Metropolitan Opera had many 
admirers, including one distinguished-looking gentleman 
who never spoke to her although he was always present on 
the pier when she embarked on a ship to go to Europe or 
when she disembarked from a ship on her return to the 
United States. One day, he started walking towards her, 
obviously ready to speak to her for the first time. 
Unfortunately, he was jostled and fell from the pier into the 
ocean. Dripping wet, after he was fished from the ocean, he 
left the pier, and she never saw him again.164 

• A young woman who had a cold was invited to a dinner 
party. Knowing that she would need some Kleenex tissues at 
the party, she stuffed a couple of tissues into her cleavage. 
Sure enough, she needed a tissue during dinner, and during 
dessert, she needed another one. So she started fumbling 
around in her cleavage, only to become aware that the party 
had grown silent. Looking up, she saw that the host and 
guests were staring at her, so she blurted out, “I know I had 
two when I came in.”165 

• Actor Robert Morley wrote a book titled Robert Morley’s 
Book of Bricks about people’s most embarrassing moments. 
In it, he included a tale told him by the leader of a Brownie 
troop. A man exposed himself to her troop, so she called the 

 
163 Source: John Gielgud, Distinguished Company, pp. 39-40. 
164 Source: John Francis Marion, Lucrezia Bori of the Metropolitan 
Opera, pp. 106-107. 
165 Source: Art Linkletter, Oops!, p. x. 
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police, but when they asked for a description of the man, she 
was forced to admit that she hadn’t looked at his face.166  

• A deaf woman was watching a favorite soap opera, eagerly 
reading the captions to learn the shocking secret the episodes 
had been leading up to for months. Suddenly, an emergency 
bulletin came on the screen, covering up the words to the 
captions.167 

Money 

• When Navajo artist R.C. Gorman was in the United States 
Navy as a young man, he needed extra money. Many of the 
sailors had calendars featuring drawings of beautiful women 
by an artist named George Petty, so Mr. Gorman spread the 
word that he would use photographs of the girlfriends and 
wives of the sailors and draw their heads on top of a beautiful 
body similar to those drawn by Mr. Petty. He charged 
enlisted men $2 for a drawing — officers paid $7. Business 
was brisk.168 

• Neil Simon is perhaps the most financially successful 
playwright ever, with a long string of hits. For his first play, 
Come Blow Your Horn, he took $500 of his mother’s money 
and invested it in his play, saying, “I’m going to make you 
an angel.” His first play was a big hit, and his mother made 
a lot of money. Thereafter, he made sure his mother was an 
investor in all his other hits, making his mother well off.169 

 
166 Source: Robert Morley, Robert Morley’s Book of Bricks, p. 12. 
167 Source: Roy K. Holcomb, Samuel K. Holcomb, and Thomas K. 
Holcomb, Deaf Culture Our Way, p. 44. 
168 Source: Spring Hermann, R.C. Gorman: Navaho Artist, pp. 51-52. 
169 Source: Marilyn Hall and Rabbi Jerome Cutler, The Celebrity 
Kosher Cookbook, p. 27. 
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• When lesbian comedian Judy Carter was shopping for a 
wedding ring for her girlfriend, the jewelry store saleslady 
said, “He’ll love this!” Ms. Carter replied, “He? I’m not 
marrying a man.” Absolutely unfazed, the saleslady said, 
“Of course you’re not.” According to Ms. Carter, this “just 
goes to show that most people don’t care who we’re sleeping 
with as long as the check doesn’t bounce.”170 

• Some teenage boys walked into a library, and one of the 
boys told the librarian about a student group holding an 
event, then requested a donation. The boy had made the 
student group sound so wonderful that the librarian gave him 
the donation he had requested. After the boy and his friends 
left, the librarian discovered that she had made a donation to 
a kegger beer party.171 

• When Charles Darwin set sail around the world as a 
naturalist on the Beagle, his father gave him an allowance. 
Remembering that as a student he had sometimes run out of 
money, Charles remarked that he would have to be clever to 
overspend his allowance on a ship in the middle of the ocean. 
His father replied, “They tell me you are very clever.”172 

• Charles McClure is a judge in juvenile court in Leon 
County, Florida. Once, a juvenile offender said that he didn’t 
have any money to pay restitution to the victims of his 
crimes. Judge McClure noticed that the juvenile offender 
was wearing a wristwatch, so he forced the juvenile offender 
to hand it over to the court.173 

 
170 Source: Judy Carter, The Homo Handbook, p. 125. 
171 Source: Larry A. Parsons, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the School Library, p. 132. 
172 Source: Margaret J. Anderson, Charles Darwin: Naturalist, p. 36. 
173 Source: Dick DeVos, Rediscovering American Values, p. 86. 
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• A seven-year-old Catholic schoolchild taught by a Sister of 
Notre Dame found it difficult to return library books on time, 
and so he eventually accumulated overdue library book fines 
totaling $1. The child looked sad as he paid the fine, and said, 
completely seriously, “Now I won’t be able to buy my new 
car when I’m 16.”174 

• Mary Tyler Moore wasn’t out to get rich when she joined 
the cast of The Dick Van Dyke Show as Robert Petrie’s wife, 
Laura. She told executive producer Sheldon Leonard that she 
wanted the TV series to last long enough for her to buy “a 
new set of drapes.”175 

• Erma Bombeck scored a notable success with her book If 
Life is a Bowl of Cherries, What am I Doing in the Pits? — 
the paperback rights sold for $1 million. When a reporter 
asked her what she had done to celebrate, she replied, “I 
didn’t do my laundry for three days.”176 

Mothers 

• Susie Essman plays the foul-mouthed Susie Greene on the 
HBO comedy series Curb Your Enthusiasm. Her tirades, 
which are many, are filled with profanity delivered in many 
original and colorful ways — she rivals the foul-mouthed 
Jay of Jay and Silent Bob fame in her talent for profanity. 
She uses this talent of hers in real life; in fact, her family uses 
“Susie Greene” as a verb. For example, while she and her 
16-year-old daughter were walking on Broadway, a creep 
grabbed her daughter’s bottom. Ms. Essman says, “Oh, he 
got so Susie Greened, I can’t even tell you — I went crazy 
on him!” After proper and just revenge had been exacted on 

 
174 Source: Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., Catholic School Kids Say 
the Funniest Things, p. 102. 
175 Source: John Javna, The Best of TV Sitcoms, p. 43. 
176 Source: Susan Edwards, Erma Bombeck, p. 115. 
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the creep, her daughter said to her, “Y’know, you just Susie 
Greened him.” Ms. Essman replied, “Let that be a lesson for 
you! You Susie Greene anybody who ever does that to 
you!”177 

• Families with two mothers sometimes get interesting 
reactions from other people. Amie K. Miller and her partner, 
Jane, adopted and are raising a daughter named Hannah, who 
is four years old. Hannah’s family gets some attention from 
children her own age, one of whom, Annika, asked Amie, 
“How come Hannah has two moms?” Amie replied, “Well, 
I guess she’s just lucky.” Annika’s mother’s reaction was 
interesting. She told Annika, “I wish you had two moms. 
That would be great.” Amie has heard this often, and she 
explains the comment in this way: Most people believe that 
“having two women as parents means fewer socks lying on 
the floor, more help with the dishes, and less complaining 
about sitting up with the kid at night.” And yes, she and Jane 
do share childcare, although their home does sometimes 
have socks lying on the floor and dishes sitting in the sink.178 

• When Ralph Nader was in the 8th grade, one of the boys in 
his class said about a girl in their class, “What a pig.” The 
girl — who was friendly and whom everyone liked, at least 
until the onset of testosterone in this young male — heard 
him and was hurt. All young Ralph could think about was 
what his deeply moral mother would have told the boy, “I 
believe it’s you.” In this particular situation, that sentence 
means, “There’s nothing wrong with that girl. But there is 
something wrong with you.” Whenever Ralph or one of his 

 
177 Source: Frank Lovece, “A (#(ASTERISK)&^$%!!) chat with ‘Curb 
Your Enthusiasms’ Susie Essman.” 26 October 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/news/article/50324/a-asterisk-chat-
with-curb-your-enthusiasms-susie-essman/>. 
178 Source: Amie K. Miller, “Does Barbie Need a Man?” 19 October 
2007 <http://www.alternet.org/sex/65403/?page=entire>. 
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siblings acted in a base manner, their mother would tell him 
or her, “I believe it’s you.”179 

• The mother of Theodor Geisel, aka Dr. Seuss, was very 
encouraging to her son. He once showed her a drawing he 
had made of an animal with enormous ears. He told her that 
the animal was called a “Wynnmph,” and his mother said 
that of course that was the animal’s name and that his 
drawing of it was wonderful. In addition, his mother 
encouraged him to read and play piano as well as draw and 
actually used his love of reading to bribe him to practice his 
piano lessons. When he played well, she took him to a 
bookstore and let him pick out a book for her to buy for 
him.180 

• When comedian Margaret Cho’s mother went to the 
hospital, she left a treasure map for Margaret, showing 
where her jewelry was hidden around the house. For 
example, some pieces of jewelry were wrapped in tissue 
paper and placed in a coffee can, and other pieces of jewelry 
were hidden in other places around the house. Ms. Cho says 
that her mother was hiding jewelry as if a war was going on, 
and she is quick to add that yes, during President George W. 
Bush’s administration, a war was going on.181 

• After making it big in show business, Bill Dana bought a 
fancy home with a fancy kitchen, then showed it to his 
mother, who looked at everything, especially the fancy 
kitchen with its numerous electric appliances, and said, 
“That’s very nice.” The next day, he got a gift from his 
mother — a big box of Manischewitz canned goods and a 

 
179 Source: Ralph Nader, The Seventeen Traditions, pp. 1-3. 
180 Source: Carin T. Ford, Dr. Seuss: Best-Loved Author, p. 18. 
181 Source: Margaret Cho, I Have Chosen to Stay and Fight, pp. 104, 
107. 
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can opener, along with a note that said, “In case, darling, you 
should blow a fuse.”182 

• Children’s book author Joan Lowery Nixon had two 
daughters, one of whom loved to read and one of whom 
loved to roller skate. Kathy got straight A’s in English, and 
Maureen would have gotten A’s in roller-skating if such an 
activity was graded in school. One day, Ms. Nixon asked 
Maureen, “Don’t you like to read, sweetheart?” Maureen 
replied, “I do, and I would read a lot if I could read while 
I’m roller skating.”183 

• The mother of Alma Reed, the agent of Mexican artist José 
Clemente Orozco, believed in the supernatural. She once had 
Mr. Orozco make a wish, then she performed a reading and 
told him that his wish would not come true. “That is bad — 
very bad,” Mr. Orozco said. “I wished for peace and for 
happiness for all humanity.”184 

• Comedian Milton Berle’s mother was very proud of him. 
Whenever he paged her in a hotel, she would answer the 
telephone loudly, so other people would hear: “Hello, is this 
my son, Milton Berle?”185 

Music 

• As a child, future heavyweight champion Joe Louis 
sometimes fought other children in the streets. His mother 
wanted him to stay busy and stay out of trouble, so she 

 
182 Source: Marilyn Hall and Rabbi Jerome Cutler, The Celebrity 
Kosher Cookbook, p. 21. 
183 Source: Deborah Kovacs and James Preller, Meet the Authors and 
Illustrators: Volume Two, p. 123. 
184 Source: Bárbara C. Cruz, José Clemente Orozco: Mexican Artist, p. 
110. 
185 Source: Bill Adler, Jewish Wit and Wisdom, pp. 80-81. 
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bought him a violin and made him take violin lessons, 
something for which he had no aptitude. Of course, many of 
the people around him teased him about the violin. One day, 
Golden Gloves champion Thurston McKinney invited him 
to spar for a few rounds. At first, Mr. McKinney was able to 
hit Mr. Louis at will, but Mr. Louis got mad and hit Mr. 
McKinney — hard. Mr. McKinnon shook it off, then advised 
Mr. Louis, “Man, throw that violin away!” Mr. Louis did get 
rid of the violin. Another kid teased him once too often about 
it, so he broke it over the kid’s head.186 

• At age six, Lucrezia Bori, who later sang at the 
Metropolitan Opera, made her debut singing on a public 
stage. Even at that young age, she had a sense of authority. 
The conductor started the music before young Lucrezia was 
ready to sing, so she walked to the edge of the stage and told 
him, “Stop! Begin again!” He did, and now that she was 
ready, young Lucrezia sang.187 

Names 

• Even when she was a young girl, Johanna Hurwitz wanted 
to be a writer. One of her favorite books was Johanna Spyri’s 
Heidi. She used to put something over part of the cover of 
the book so that “Johanna” was visible and “Spyri” was 
hidden. That way, she could see her first name on the cover 
of a book, and she could dream about what it would be like 
to see both of her names on the cover of a book. Of course, 
Ms. Hurwitz’s dream did come true and she did get to see 
both of her names on the covers of some books because she 

 
186 Source: Robert Jakoubek, Joe Louis, pp. 35-36. 
187 Source: John Francis Marion, Lucrezia Bori of the Metropolitan 
Opera, p. 19. 
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became the writer of such children’s books as Aldo 
Applesauce and Russell Sprouts.188 

• Nicolas Cage’s name at birth was Nicolas Coppola, but he 
changed it when he became an actor because when he went 
to a casting office the people auditioning him wanted to talk 
about such films as The Godfather and Apocalypse Now, 
which had been made by his famous uncle, Francis Ford 
Coppola. By the time they had finished talking about his 
famous uncle and the audition started, Mr. Cage had 
forgotten his lines. By the way, Mr. Cage’s son is named 
Kal-El — which is Superman’s birth name.189 

• Marilyn Monroe’s real name was Norma Jeane Mortensen. 
When her acting career required a more glamorous name, 
she chose “Monroe” because it was her grandmother’s last 
name. Movie producer Ben Lyon chose “Marilyn” because 
he liked and respected the movie actress Marilyn Miller. 
Later, when Marilyn Monroe married playwright Arthur 
Miller, she had the same first and last name as the actress 
who had been the inspiration for her first name.190 

• When Florence Bascom studied geology at Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore, Maryland, in the 1890s, professors 
thought that the presence of a woman student in the 
classroom would be distracting to the male students, so they 
made her sit behind a screen so the male students couldn’t 

 
188 Source: Johanna Hurwitz, A Dream Come True, pp. 5-6, 32. 
189 Source: Roger Ebert, “Talkin’ about the weather with Cage.” 
October 30, 2005. 
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051030/P
EOPLE/510300307.  
190 Source: Katherine E. Krohn, Marilyn Monroe: Norma Jeane’s 
Dream, pp. 57, 98. 
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see her. Ms. Bascom, the first American woman geologist, 
later became known informally as the “Stone Lady.”191 

• When Ohio University student Kate Krushinski was in 
middle school, she had a German teacher whose last name 
was “Ball.” Of course, in middle school many students call 
their male teachers “Mister” and address them by their last 
name. However, the German word for “Mister” is “Herr,” 
and the German teacher made his students address him by 
his first name because he did not want them to call him “Herr 
Ball.”192 

• Yee Ching Wong was born in China, but when she started 
attending a Catholic school in Hong Kong, the nuns asked 
her father to choose a new English name for her. He looked 
at several names on a list and chose “Flossie” — the name 
of a recent typhoon that had struck Hong Kong. As an adult, 
Flossie Wong-Staal co-discovered the HIV virus, which 
causes AIDS.193 

• When he was a child growing up in Scotland, Andrew 
Carnegie raised rabbits. On Saturdays, he wanted other 
children in the neighborhood to help him find clover and 
other food for the rabbits. He got the help he wanted by 
promising to name baby rabbits after the children who 
helped him.194 

• Humorist Ellen Orleans brought a new cat home. She 
named it Amanda, but it ignores its name and comes only 

 
191 Source: Carole Ann Camp, American Women of Science, pp. 7-8, 11, 
13. 
192 Personal anecdote. 
193 Source: Carole Ann Camp, American Women of Science, pp. 96, 99. 
194 Source: Zachary Kent, Andrew Carnegie: Steel King and Friends to 
Libraries, pp. 18-19. 
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when you call “Kitty, Kitty.” Therefore, its unofficial name 
is “Amanda Kitty, Kitty.”195 

Parties 

• Parties can be innovative. Etiquette expert Grace Fox 
knows a woman who gave a boiled lobster dinner party 
shortly after moving. Since she still hadn’t unpacked 
everything, her guests sat on crates. Spread around the room 
were candles in wine and beer bottles — the candlesticks 
were still packed away. In addition, the paper napkins — 
which had been purchased shortly before the dinner, were 
for a children’s party. Everyone was amused by the party and 
had a great time.196 

• Andrew Tobias and his significant other, Charles Nolan, 
gave good parties. Music mogul David Geffen once told Mr. 
Tobias, “You know what I like about your parties? 
Everyone’s employed.”197 

Practical Jokes 

• Before Charles M. Schulz created the comic strip Peanuts, 
a friend and co-worker at the correspondence art school Art 
Instruction Schools, Inc., tried to play a practical joke on 
him. He created and placed a fake parking ticket on Mr. 
Schulz’s car, then pointed it out to him through one of the 
windows at work. Mr. Schulz was upset, but the joke 
backfired on his friend. The friend was going to tell him at 
lunch that the parking ticket was fake, but by then a real 
meter maid had been by and given the friend a real parking 
ticket. Mr. Schulz did not get a parking ticket because the 

 
195 Source: Ellen Orleans, Can’t Keep a Straight Face, p. 31. 
196 Source: Grace Fox, Everyday Etiquette, p. 137. 
197 Source: Andrew Tobias, The Best Little Boy in the World Grows Up, 
p. 118. 
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meter maid saw the fake ticket on his car and thought that it 
was real.198 

• While attending Harvard, Robert Benchley and a friend 
pulled a notable practical joke. At Louisburg Square, they 
knocked on the door of an elegant house and when the maid 
answered, Mr. Benchley said, “We’re here for the 
davenport.” The maid asked, “Which one?” Looking past 
her, Mr. Benchley pointed and replied, “That one.” They 
then removed the davenport, carried it across the square, and 
knocked on the door of another elegant house. When the 
maid answered, they said, “We’re here to deliver the 
davenport. Where do you want it?” The maid pointed to the 
sitting room, and Mr. Benchley and his friend left it there.199 

• While Steve Wozniak was attending the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, he enjoyed playing practical jokes. For 
example, he built a frequency jammer that looked like an 
ordinary ink pen. He would go into the television room 
where a lot of students were watching something exciting 
like the Kentucky Derby, then at an exciting point in the 
program — as when the horses were crossing the finish line 
— he would disrupt the program so that the TV screen went 
blank.200 

• A high school student had a habit of walking into his first 
class of the day and throwing his books on top of his desk. 
As a prank, a couple of his friends stayed after class one day 
and removed all the screws from his desk. It was still 
standing upright, but of course as soon as the student walked 

 
198 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Charles M. Schulz, p. 28. 
199 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, pp. 38-39. 
200 Source: Rebecca Gold, Steve Wozniak: A Wizard Called Woz, p. 26. 
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into the room the next morning and threw his books on the 
desk, it collapsed.201 

• This is one of the best practical jokes I have ever heard 
about: There is (or used to be) a restaurant in Denver, 
Colorado, where a statue of a naked man wearing nothing 
but a fig leaf is placed in the ladies room. Beside the statue 
is a sign saying, “Caution: Do not touch figleaf.” Whenever 
a lady touches the figleaf, a bell rings inside the restaurant.202 

• As a boy, Isaac Newton played a practical joke when he 
flew a kite at night with a paper lantern, illuminated by a lit 
candle, tied to its tail. Neighbors were “wonderfully 
affrighted” by the strange light.203 

 
201 Source: Arthur Blumberg and Phyllis Blumberg, The Unwritten 
Curriculum, p. 97. 
202 Source: Art Linkletter, Oops!, pp. 149-50. 
203 Source: Margaret J. Anderson, Isaac Newton: The Greatest Scientist 
of All Time, p. 21. 
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Chapter 5: From Pregnancy to Work 

Pregnancy 

• Anne Jackson was offered a role in a movie titled The 
Journey. She pointed out that she was newly pregnant, but 
director Anatole Litvak replied, “Exactly what we want for 
the character. You’ll play E.G. Marshall’s pregnant wife.” 
Of course, they knew that Ms. Jackson’s small pregnant 
stomach would grow into a big pregnant stomach as time 
passed, so early in the filming of the movie Ms. Jackson 
wore an inflatable belt so that her stomach would be the same 
size throughout the movie. Eventually, Mr. Litvak told her 
that her stomach was too big. Ms. Jackson smiled and 
replied, “That’s me.” Then she added about the inflatable 
belt, “I’m not wearing the d*mn thing.”204 

• Rock critic Evelyn McDonnell, author of Mamarama: A 
Memoir of Sex, Kids, and Rock’n’Roll, has led an interesting 
life, both as a young person and as a married, pregnant 
person. During her first wedding, which she describes as 
“anarcho-feminist,” she wore a gorilla mask while playing 
the wedding march on an electric guitar. While she was 
pregnant following her second marriage, she referred to her 
womb, which of course was filled with quickening life, as a 
mosh pit.205 

Prejudice 

• Prejudice against gays and lesbians can begin at a very 
young age. When lesbian mother Linda Villarosa’s daughter 
was in the 4th grade, a male classmate learned that her parents 

 
204 Source: Eli Wallach, The Good, the Bad, and Me: In My 
Anecdotage, p. 187. 
205 Source: Evelyn McDonnell, “Who knew a bad girl could be a good 
mum?” The Guardian. 10 August 2007 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,2145742,00.html>. 
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were both lesbians, so he called her family “sick and 
disgusting.” Ms. Villarosa’s daughter came home crying and 
told her about the incident. Immediately, Ms. Villarosa 
emailed her daughter’s teacher about the incident. The story 
has a happy ending. The school principal met with the boy 
and his mother, and the principal was able to give Ms. 
Villarosa’s daughter a letter of apology. The daughter’s 
teacher then showed a film by Debra Chasnoff titled That’s 
a Family. Ms. Villarosa writes, “With its upbeat music and 
bright and shiny families of all stripes — including single-
parented, adoptive, mixed-race and lesbian and gay — the 
film was the perfect warm-and-fuzzy antidote to the kid’s 
poisonous hate speak. Afterward, my daughter was the first 
one to raise her hand and talk — proudly — about her 
family.”206 

• At age 14 Larry Doby, the second African-American 
athlete to integrate major league baseball, moved to 
Paterson, New Jersey. In Paterson, prejudice existed, but 
also a lack of prejudice existed. He played sports in high 
school, and sometimes he and some friends, including white 
friends, would go to a movie together, but at the movie they 
would have to split up. Blacks sat in the balcony, while 
whites sat downstairs. But when his high school football 
team won the state championship, and everyone on the team 
except for Larry was invited to play a game in Florida, his 
teammates voted not to accept the invitation to play in 
Florida.207 

 
206 Source: Linda Villarosa. “Outside the Lines: The Education of 
Debra Chasnoff.” 24 October 2007 
<http://www.afterellen.com/column/2007/10/outsidethelines-
chasnoff>. 
207 Source: Steve Jacobson, Carrying Jackie’s Torch, p. 31. 
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Problem-Solving 

• Financial expert Andrew Tobias holds two degrees, 
including an MBA, from Harvard, yet he had trouble getting 
his new (2007) iPhone to ring, although it would vibrate. 
Living part-time in New York City, he went to the Apple 
store on Fifth Avenue and 59th Street to get help — after, of 
course, doing everything he could to get the phone to ring, 
including pressing a button on the side that eventually he 
thought was not a button but possibly an infrared receptor. 
At the Apple store, he asked a floater — an Apple employee 
standing around being helpful while holding a clipboard — 
for help, in addition to offering the floater some peanut 
M&Ms just to be friendly. As Mr. Tobias tells the story, “He 
took the phone, shifted the ‘infrared receptor’ down an 
eighth of an inch to the ‘on’ position — turns out, it’s not a 
button you push (or an infrared receptor), it’s a thing you 
slide — and the problem was solved.” When Mr. Tobias 
reaches this part of his story, he adds, “I am an idiot.” (By 
the way, this is a true story, although of course Mr. Tobias is 
mistaken when he says that he is an idiot, as all of us who 
have combated technology know.)208 

• Friends and business partners Ben Cohen and Jerry 
Greenfield faced a problem when their Ben and Jerry’s ice 
cream company got so big that it threatened Haagen-Dazs, 
which was owned by Pillsbury, famous in part for the 
advertising character the Pillsbury Doughboy. Ben and Jerry 
wanted groceries to stock Ben and Jerry’s ice cream, but 
Haagen-Dazs decided that it would not do business with any 
distributor that did business with Ben and Jerry’s. To solve 
the problem, Ben and Jerry created a new company motto: 
“What’s the Doughboy Afraid Of?” This motto appeared on 
pints of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream, on T-shirts, on buses in 

 
208 Source: Andrew Tobias, “I Am an Idiot.” 25 September 2007 
<http://www.andrewtobias.com/newcolumns/070925.html>. 
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Boston, and so on. Jerry even traveled to Pillsbury 
headquarters in Minneapolis, MN, where for a week he held 
a sign saying, “What’s the Doughboy Afraid Of?” 
Eventually, Haagen-Dazs backed down and began to do 
business with distributors that did business with Ben and 
Jerry’s.209 

• When children’s book author Verna Aardema was growing 
up, she would go to her secret place in the cedar swamp in 
back of her house for two reasons: to escape from having to 
do the dishes and to make up stories. Her ability to make up 
stories served her well. When she became the mother of a 
finicky eater named Paula, she started to make up “eating 
stories” in an attempt to get her young daughter to eat. She 
mailed the idea for an eating story to a publisher, and soon 
she had her first published book. Later in life, when she was 
really busy she would sometimes disappear into her office 
after a meal. Her husband calls that “going to the swamp,” 
because he has to do the dishes just as Verna’s sisters had to 
do the dishes when she disappeared into the swamp so she 
could make up stories.210 

• In the year 2007, the makers of Silly Putty celebrated the 
50th anniversary of the introduction of this famous toy with 
one moving part. As part of the celebration, they held a 
contest for the “Silliest Uses for Silly Putty.” Judith D. of 
Norwich, Connecticut, wrote: “End an unbearable date by 
making a swollen gland with Silly Putty and excusing 
yourself because you’re not feeling well.” And Ron F. of 
Library, Pennsylvania, wrote, “I used Silly Putty to take a 
fingerprint off my truck that was broken into. They caught 

 
209 Source: Keith Elliot Greenberg, Ben and Jerry: Ice Cream for 
Everyone!, pp. 26-28. 
210 Source: Verna Aardema, The Bookworm Who Hatched, pp. 9-10, 12, 
28. 
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the culprit and a few weeks later, I got all my stuff and a 
reward.”211 

• A group of 7th grade boys took their first gym class of the 
school year, and then they were shocked to learn that they 
were supposed to take a shower. Because they were entering 
puberty, they were very conscious of their bodies and didn’t 
want to get undressed, although the gym teacher insisted 
they had to take a shower. Suddenly, the water in the shower 
began running, and the boys figured that if one guy could get 
undressed and take a shower, so could they. They undressed 
and went into the shower, where they saw a boy taking a 
shower — still dressed in his gym shorts.212 

• A deaf married couple arrived at a motel late at night. The 
wife turned in for the night, but the husband drove to a store 
for some supplies. Returning to the motel, the husband 
couldn’t remember which room he and his wife were staying 
at, and unfortunately, the motel office was closed. However, 
he was able to quickly solve this problem. He leaned on his 
car horn, awakening almost all of the people staying at the 
motel. Soon, lights were on in every room — except the 
room where his deaf wife was sleeping soundly.213 

• While attending Harvard, Robert Benchley and two friends 
saw a terminal at Harvard Square for a recently completed 
subway. They decided to inspect the terminal, but they were 
stopped by a guard who said that they couldn’t go inside the 
terminal without a pass. Mr. Benchley pulled a piece of 

 
211 Source: “The Top 50 Silliest Uses for Silly Putty.” Accessed 5 
September 2007 
<http://sillyputty.com/silly_contest/contest_winners.htm>. 
212 Source: Arthur Blumberg and Phyllis Blumberg, The Unwritten 
Curriculum, p. 82. 
213 Source: Roy K. Holcomb, Samuel K. Holcomb, and Thomas K. 
Holcomb, Deaf Culture Our Way, p. 2.  
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paper and a pencil from his pocket and wrote, “Please pass 
these three nice boys, Robert C. Benchley.” The guard 
accepted the pass and allowed them to go inside.214 

• Author Peg Bracken knows a woman who enjoys 
snooping. Sometimes, she will go up to a house that looks 
interesting, knock on the door, and say, “Does Mrs. J. 
Robinson Higbee live here?” While the door answerer tries 
to figure out who Mrs. J. Robinson Higbee is and where she 
might live, the woman sneaks looks at the decor of the 
interior.215 

• At age 16, while on a European tour with the New York 
City Ballet, Allegra Kent exhibited excellent problem-
solving and acting skills. When chocolate ice cream cake 
was served at a party, she wandered from group to group, 
eating three pieces of the cake while pretending that each 
piece was her first piece.216 

• As a youngster, filmmaker Spike Lee was smaller than 
other children, which made him a target for bullies. One day, 
some bullies told him that they would be waiting for him 
after school. To avoid being beaten up, Spike talked his 
teacher into allowing him to leave school early.217 

• Geneticist Barbara McClintock did some research during 
the winters in Central and South America, where she learned 
Spanish. To ensure that she didn’t forget Spanish while she 

 
214 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, p. 38. 
215 Source: Peg Bracken, The I Hate to Housekeep Book, p. 100. 
216 Source: Allegra Kent, Once a Dancer …, p. 67. 
217 Source: Bob Bernotas, Spike Lee: Filmmaker, p. 18. 
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was back in the United States, she used to watch Spanish-
language television shows.218 

Proposals 

• Fashion designer Coco Chanel had a famous affair with the 
Duke of Westminster, but eventually he married another 
woman, leading to speculation about who had broken off the 
affair: Coco Chanel or the Duke of Westminster. Ms. Chanel 
claimed that she had turned down the Duke’s proposal of 
marriage by saying that she did not want to give up her name. 
After, all, she said, “There have been several Duchesses of 
Westminster — but there is only one Chanel!” Of course, 
Ms. Chanel was very good at supplying a memorable 
quotation when she wanted. During her career, she dressed 
many celebrities in her fashions. One day, she was asked, 
“Who do you dress?” Ms. Chanel replied, “Ask me rather 
whom I don’t dress.”219 

• Artist Alice Dehaven telephones her boyfriend when she is 
coming home, and in September of 2006 he let her know that 
he had a surprise for her. Actually, he had two surprises for 
her. The first was ice cream — a delicious treat they hadn’t 
had for a while. She wasn’t expecting the second surprise, 
but he then asked her what was wrong with her finger. 
Nothing was wrong with her finger — except that it lacked 
an engagement ring, which he then put on her finger before 
asking, “Will you marry me?” (The answer was yes, and they 
got married.)220 

 
218 Source: Edith Hope Fine, Barbara McClintock: Nobel Prize 
Geneticist, p. 72. 
219 Source: Ann Gaines, Coco Chanel, pp. 65, 88. 
220 Source: Alice Dehaven, “A Cute Story.” 6 September 2006 
<http://www.dreamstime.com/thread_5507>. By the way, Ms. Dehaven 
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Public Speaking 

• Introductions are important, whether in books or in public 
speaking. Author Peg Kehret once spoke in a juvenile 
detention center library before an audience of 12 teenage 
juvenile delinquents, all of whom were wearing orange 
jumpsuits. Clearly, they were not interested in her or in what 
she had to say, so she needed to think of something that 
would grab their attention immediately. She opened her talk 
with this sentence: “I once got a brand-new car for writing 
only 25 words.” This grabbed their attention, and she was 
not lying. She then told them about entering a contest — “In 
25 words or less, please complete the statement, ‘I like Kraft 
Macaroni and Cheese Dinner because ….’” — and winning 
a Honda Civic. The boys became interested in other things 
she had to say, and three boys even borrowed her books from 
the library after her talk. Later, the librarian told her, “Our 
last speaker left in the middle because the boys were so 
rude.” Ms. Kehret says that she is glad that she did not know 
that before she started speaking.221 

Sex 

• When Sara was 10 years old, her parents got divorced, 
which she took hard. Both parents started dating other people 
quickly, and both parents started having new significant 
others sleeping over. One morning, she came home from a 
friend’s house earlier than she was expected, and she saw a 
man in her mother’s bed. Sara started crying, but her mother 
convinced her that she had slept on the couch. Sara was 
young enough to believe her then, but a few years later 
regarded that explanation as “pretty hilarious.” Her father 

 
created the two-hearts illustration that appears on the bottom half of the 
cover of the book you are reading now. 
221 Source: Peg Kehret, Five Pages a Day: A Writer’s Journey, pp. 72-
75, 171-173. 
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was more open with her. She didn’t have her own bed at his 
home, so when he had a girlfriend sleep over, he simply told 
her, “You’re sleeping on the couch tonight.” Sara says, “I 
understand about those kinds of arrangements.”222 

• British comedian Tim Brooke-Taylor knows a man who 
got a blind date at Cambridge. Feeling lucky that day, the 
man stopped at a pharmacy and bought some contraceptives. 
That night, he met his blind date — she was the pharmacist 
who had sold him the contraceptives. (Mr. Brooke-Taylor 
emphasizes that this happened not to him, but to a friend of 
his.)223 

• Art Linkletter was famous for his interviews of little 
children. On his House Party TV show, he once asked a little 
girl what her parents did for fun. “I don’t know,” she said. 
“They always lock the door.”224 

Telephones 

• Columns in rural American newspapers early in the 20th 
century detailed such local items of interest as who had 
invited the preacher to dinner and what they served. In the 
early days of the telephone, when party lines were common, 
gathering news was easy. The reporter simply listened in on 
telephone conversations and wrote everything of interest 
down.225 

• Geneticist Barbara McClintock lived simply and didn’t 
even have a telephone until she was in her eighties. Her 
family felt that she should have a telephone in case of 

 
222 Source: Jill Krementz, How It Feels When Parents Divorce, pp. 42-
43. 
223 Source: Robert Morley, Robert Morley’s Book of Bricks, p. 69. 
224 Source: Art Linkletter, I Wish I’d Said That!, pp. vii-viii. 
225 Source: Jeanne Marie Laskas, We Remember, pp. 91, 94. 
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emergency, and she finally got one — but on the condition 
that they would not call her.226 

Travel 

• Famed photographer Yousuf Karsh once took a portrait of 
the crew of Apollo XI, which included astronaut Neil 
Armstrong, the first man to walk on the Moon. Afterward, 
of course, the crew of Apollo XI went on a worldwide 
goodwill tour. Mr. Karsh was well traveled, and Mr. 
Armstrong asked him many questions about England, 
France, and other countries. Finally, Mr. Karsh said, “You 
have just been to the Moon! Why are you so interested in 
these mundane places?” Mr. Armstrong replied, “To tell you 
the truth, that is the only place I’ve been to.”227 

• When the mother of science fiction writer Anne McCaffrey 
died, she was cremated, as was her wish. Ms. McCaffrey was 
then living in Ireland, but she wanted to take her mother’s 
ashes back home to the United States, so she loaded the urn 
into an old camera bag of her son’s and got ready to travel. 
When Gigi, her daughter, asked if she could carry anything, 
Ms. McCaffrey handed her the camera bag, and when Gigi 
asked what was in it, she replied, “Mother.” Gigi was so 
astonished that she almost dropped the bag.228 

• When traveling, Peg Bracken met a woman who liked to 
travel but whose husband didn’t. Therefore, before the 

 
226 Source: Edith Hope Fine, Barbara McClintock: Nobel Prize 
Geneticist, p. 102. 
227 Source: Yousuf Karsh, Faces of Our Time, pp. 13-15. 
228 Source: Todd F. McCaffrey, Dragonholder, p. 102. 
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woman took off for a 30 days’ journey, she would pre-cook 
30 dinners and freeze them for her stay-at-home husband.229 

War 

• During World War I, Russian soldiers took Waldo 
Bahmann and two other German soldiers prisoner on 
September 2, 1916. The Russians treated the Germans well, 
and a Russian officer asked each German soldier for the 
address of his relatives, saying that he would send the 
addresses to his parents, who lived in Petrograd, and they 
would send the addresses to the Red Cross, who would let 
their families know that they were alive. The Russian officer 
said, “Then your dear ones will not have such prolonged fear 
and anxiety, for nothing is more terrible than the report 
‘missing.’” In 1918, after Mr. Bahmann had returned home 
after being released from captivity, he looked through some 
of his mother’s documents, and he found a postcard from 
Russia that announced that he had been captured, but was in 
good health in Russia. Mr. Bahmann’s mother had received 
the postcard before the Red Cross had gotten around to him, 
so the source of the information had to be the Russian 
officer’s parents.230 

• Even during a war, it is possible to respect the environment. 
The Israeli tank commander Major General Abraham Yaffee 
did not want to harm the rare wild flowers in a field; 
therefore, he ordered an encampment to move away from the 
field so that the flowers would not be trampled. In addition, 
he once stopped his tank and halted its fire so that a cream-

 
229 Source: Peg Bracken, But I Wouldn’t Have Missed It for the World!, 
p. 9. 
230 Source: Reinhard Diebold, collector and editor, The Book of Good 
Deeds: 1914-1918, pp. 234-236. 
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colored courser, a rare bird, would have time to move out of 
the way.231 

Weddings 

• During the early 20th century, Jewish families in the 
Ukraine followed the custom of having the eldest daughter 
marry first, followed by the next-eldest daughter, and so on. 
When the two daughters of Yosel Polevoi fell in love at the 
same time, Mr. Polevoi decided to have his eldest daughter, 
Ruchel, marry first, followed by the marriage of his other 
daughter, Manya, one week later. The reason he gave for the 
two marriages not being held at the same time was, “Let no 
one say that Yosel Polevoi married off both daughters at 
once to save a few rubles.” However, the real reason was that 
he did not wish to deprive his eldest daughter of the honor 
of being married first.232 

• In the Soviet Union, cosmonauts were regarded like rock 
stars are in the United States. Famed photographer Yousuf 
Karsh went to the Soviet Union to take portraits of many 
famous Soviets. The young woman who served as his 
interpreter was unimpressed by most of the famous people 
whom Mr. Karsh photographed, but when he photographed 
cosmonaut Yuri Alexeyevich Gagarin, who was both 
unmarried and the first man in space, she wore a new blouse, 
her hair was freshly done, and her nails were newly polished. 
She also asked Mr. Gagaron, “Is there a wedding in the 
offing?” Mr. Karsh interpreted that question as really asking, 
“Are you still available?”233 

 
231 Source: Rabbi Ronald H. Isaacs, Exploring Jewish Ethics and 
Values, p. 56. Rabbi Isaacs’ source is Lewis G. Regenstein, Replenish 
the Earth. 
232 Source: Bettyanne Gray, Manya's Story, p. 50. 
233 Source: Yousuf Karsh, Faces of Our Time, pp. 57-59. 
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• Mexican artist José Clemente Orozco married on his 40th 
birthday, an event that shocked his mother, who had 
assumed that he would never get married because he had a 
very serious personality. In fact, Mr. Orozco arrived late for 
the wedding. His mother had fainted at the realization that 
the wedding was actually going to take place!234 

• Philippe, oceanographer Jacques Cousteau’s son, married 
an American model named Janice Sullivan who spoke no 
French. As a wedding present, Mr. and Mrs. Cousteau gave 
their son’s new wife a crash course so she could learn to 
speak French in six weeks.235 

Work 

• In 1919 appeared an advertisement that many people of the 
time felt was disgusting. The ad showed a woman dancing 
with a man. Of course, one of her arms is held in the air, and 
the reader finds out that the ad is for a deodorant for women. 
By modern standards, the ad is quite tame — we moderns 
don’t find the idea that women perspire shocking. However, 
in 1919, when the ad appeared in Ladies’ Home Journal, 200 
people cancelled their subscriptions in protest. In addition, 
some young women told the man who wrote the copy — 
James Young — that they would never talk to him again 
because the ad insulted women. Still, the ad was very 
effective in increasing the sales of deodorant.236 

• Ben Cohen of Ben and Jerry’s is a true original. While he 
and his friend Jerry Greenfield were attending Sanford H. 
Calhoun High School in Merrick, New York, Ben was 

 
234 Source: Bárbara C. Cruz, José Clemente Orozco: Mexican Artist, p. 
44. 
235 Source: Lesley A. DuTemple, Jacques Cousteau, pp. 89-90. 
236 Source: Julian Lewis Watkins, The 100 Greatest Advertisements, pp. 
30-31. 
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outraged when he discovered that the toilet stalls in the boys’ 
bathrooms did not have doors. He even wrote an essay for 
the school newspaper, titling it “WSSIP,” which stands for 
“We Shall Sit in Peace.” Unfortunately, the essay was 
censored and did not appear in the school newspaper. Later, 
before co-founding Ben and Jerry’s, he worked as a security 
guard, a job at which he wore a gun holster — which he kept 
empty.237 

• In 2007, at age 81, actor Dick Dyke starred in the mystery 
movie If Wishes Were Horses on the Hallmark Channel. The 
movie also featured Barry, Mr. Van Dyke’s son, as well as 
Shane, Mr. Van Dyke’s grandson. Of course, Mr. Van Dyke 
has a very good reason for giving work to his young 
relatives. He points out, “I found that one way to see my 
children is to give them work.” Also of course, members of 
the Van Dyke family do see each other outside of work, 
although family get-togethers happen mainly at holidays. As 
Mr. Van Dyke says, “They have very busy lives, these young 
people.”238 

• Financial author Andrew Tobias, who is gay, once 
appeared on a panel discussion with the theme “If Only,” 
during which he told the story of Eddy. Eddy was a lawyer 
who wanted to get involved in gay activism, so he called a 
meeting with his boss and told him that he was gay. His boss’ 
only reaction was, “Duh,” which to Mr. Tobias is the same 
as saying, “Of course you’re gay, we don’t care that you’re 
gay, we love you, you do good work, get out there and march 

 
237 Source: Keith Elliot Greenberg, Ben and Jerry: Ice Cream for 
Everyone!, pp. 14-15. 
238 Source: Luaine Lee, “Kenneth Branagh takes Shakespeare to Japan 
for HBO.” McClatchy-Tribune News Service. 14 August 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/news/article/47206/kenneth-branagh-
takes-shakespeare-to-japan-for-hbo/>. (Yes, this is the right source. The 
article was about more than one actor.) 



  
 

 

87 

for your civil rights.” Mr. Tobias concluded his presentation 
by saying, “If only everyone reacted this way.”239 

• While in high school, Michael Thomas Ford took a career 
test that required him to answer questions, then plot two lines 
on a graph. The place where the two lines overlapped was 
supposed to tell him his perfect career. However, when Mr. 
Ford plotted the two lines, they overlapped in the one part of 
the graph in which no careers were listed. Classmates were 
told that they should be physicians, police officers, letter 
carriers, etc. Mr. Ford was told nothing. Eventually, he made 
his own career — he became a writer.240 

• Actors Eli Wallach and his wife, Anne Jackson, once 
appeared on TV in a light comedy called “Lullaby” on the 
program titled Play of the Week. Afterward, TV mover-and-
shaker David Susskind told them, “I think ‘Lullaby’ can be 
developed into a series. I’ll own a third, you’ll own a third, 
and the network will own a third. And if it’s successful, your 
children will never have to work again.” Eli and Anne 
discussed the offer, and Anne asked, “Why shouldn’t the 
children work?” The two decided they didn’t want to do the 
series.241 

• Classical dancer Erik Bruhn used to hire a cleaner to come 
and do his housekeeping, but things did not always work out 
as planned. For one thing, he would pile his dirty dishes in 
the sink, but after a while, and before the cleaner came to 

 
239 Source: Andrew Tobias, The Best Little Boy in the World Grows Up, 
pp. 183-184. 
240 Source: Michael Thomas Ford, Alec Baldwin Doesn’t Love Me, pp. 
91-92. 
241 Source: Eli Wallach, The Good, the Bad, and Me: In My 
Anecdotage, pp. 193-194. 
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wash the dishes, he would wash them himself. Why? Mr. 
Bruhn explains, “Because I can’t stand to see dirty dishes.”242 

• Val Halamandaris’ father, John, was a coal miner, and he 
did not want his son to be a coal miner when he grew up. 
Therefore, he often took his sons to a law court so they could 
see a lawyer arguing a case, and he sometimes also took his 
sons into the coalmine. Val writes, “It did not take a genius 
to figure out that one was a better way to make a living than 
the other.”243 

• Susan, a friend of lesbian humorist Garbo, once went to a 
job interview wearing dress slacks and blazer. The 
interviewer looked at her outfit and exclaimed, “Oh, good. 
All the applicants so far have been those strident, hairy-
legged types.” Susan rolled up a pant leg, showed the 
interviewer a hairy leg, and then she left the office without 
saying a word.244 

• Arthur Fiedler, conductor of the Boston Pops (for popular, 
rather than pop, music), lived by the personal motto, “He 
who rests rots.” Long after most people retire, he was still at 
work bringing music to other people. Of course, one piece of 
advice that he gave other people was “to make your life’s 
work something that you really enjoy.”245 

• Young Frederik Pohl used to spend his summers on his 
uncle’s farm. When he wanted to rest from doing chores, he 
would hide in the attic, where he had discovered a horde of 

 
242 Source: Tanaquil Le Clercq, The Ballet Cook Book, pp. 89-90. 
243 Source: Val Halamandaris, editor and compiler, Faces of Caring, p. 
204. 
244 Source: Garbo, The Complete Garbo Talks, p. 92. 
245 Source: Gay Bryant and Bockris-Wylie, How I Learned to Like 
Myself, pp. 28-29, 42. 
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hundreds of science fiction pulp magazines that he read for 
hours. As an adult, he wrote such books as Brain Wave and 
The Queen of Air and Darkness.246 

• In 1903, Pierre and Marie Curie were awarded the Nobel 
Prize in Physics. Immediately, reporters came to interview 
them. At their home, they found the Curies’ six-year-old 
daughter, Irène, and they asked her where her parents were. 
She replied, “At the laboratory, of course.”247 

• Bruce Degen, author/illustrator of such children’s books as 
Jamberry, used to ride the subway to work, stay at work all 
day, then come home. Now, he picks up a cup of coffee at 
home, tells his wife, “I’m off to the office, dear,” and then 
he walks upstairs.248 

• Oprah Winfrey was very young and still in college when 
she began to work as a co-anchor for the CBS station 
WTVF-TV in Nashville, Tennessee. She says that she was 
“the only news anchor in the country who had to be home by 
midnight.”249 

• While working as a messenger, Jerry Della Femina 
frequently went into advertising offices where he noticed 
that the workers had their feet on their desks. He thought, 
“Wow! That’s the business for me. No heavy lifting.”250 

 
246 Source: Claire L. Datnow, American Science Fiction and Fantasy 
Writers, pp. 33, 35. 
247 Source: Rosalynd Pflaum, Marie Curie and Her Daughter Irene, p. 
9. 
248 Source: Deborah Kovacs and James Preller, Meet the Authors and 
Illustrators, p. 27. 
249 Source: Laura S. Jeffrey, Great American Businesswomen, pp. 85-
86. 
250 Source: Hal Drucker and Sid Lerner, From the Desk Of, p. 18. 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.)  

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

(Lots of FREE PDFs) 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R

5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A 

Retelling                                                                          

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-

ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-

ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd

xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg

_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-

5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix

ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc

z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-

GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-

LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 

Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-

fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 



  
 

 

101 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy

DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-

bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-

NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ

eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc

ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE

qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-

ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-

pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO

Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC

T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 
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Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-

Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-

ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH

Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7

ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3

AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo

sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY

mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2

7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM

ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-

FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-

AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-

retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 

Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio

tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-

literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 

A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s

QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R

nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG

al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 

Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw

OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w

Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-

3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-

retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-

PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-

retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL

NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij

3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-

literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT

oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-

literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-

BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 

Rhodes’ Argonautica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t

DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-

literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-

tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 
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John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i

pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y

mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp

6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3

S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr

Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-

e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-

e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-

fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-

Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29/david-bruce-

john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-

metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1

pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–

Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-

retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-

margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-

JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-

retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn

CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-

retellings-free-pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn

EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ

SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms

6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-

literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO

VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 
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William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 

Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2

NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 

Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-

Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 

Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8

pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 

Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu

TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 

Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S

UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 

Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-

2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03

kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-

En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3

cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC

kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b

pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq

b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-

S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb

wmBb/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK

wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-

34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B

f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-

WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj

YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-

hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 

Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd

mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 

Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh

TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 

in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI

nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 

Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI

nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9

sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 

Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa

DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG

UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-

b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA

wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 

Prose  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-

tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY

rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-

william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-

R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-

iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-

7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-

JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 

in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB

Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 

Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-

d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg

1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 
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Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm

xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 

Out in Athens, Ohio 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-

autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 

101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-

bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-

bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 
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The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 

Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 

Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 

Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 
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Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF

pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I

pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA

Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1

Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh

podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-

PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-

Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9

abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV

c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-

Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI

DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS

n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v

528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu

v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-

yalu3/view?usp=sharing 
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Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-

xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-

NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 

Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf

UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U

jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 

Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs

4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 
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Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy

eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW

fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-

CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On

-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y

fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ

MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-

yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55

WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 

Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h

P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-

348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA

hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-

aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0

2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o

gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-

4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-

eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO

vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-

OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO

DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6

mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05

D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3

-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4

FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-

viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g

qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI

ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-

_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-

CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7

H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-

r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5

wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-

kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8

wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD

KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9

HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2

PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-

AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw

v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s

ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 

and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c

om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c

om/674 
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*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 

Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c

om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-

music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-

music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-

recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 
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davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 
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https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea

rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess

ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-

atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=

mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-

bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 

Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp

osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-

application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-

projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 

Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 

 

How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 

Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 

Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 

References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-

haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-

purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-

haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh

aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku

-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-

13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku

13.pdf 
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davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 

Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 

Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 

Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 

Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 

Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 

New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 

Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 

New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 

Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 

River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 
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Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 

2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 

20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 

Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 

52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 

Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 

2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 

2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 

51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 

2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 

16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 
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Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 

50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 

Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 
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The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 

Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 
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Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 

written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 

Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 

end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-

ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-

ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 
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https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-

ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-

ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-

ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-

Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 

ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def

_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


