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Chapter 1: From Alcohol to Children  

Alcohol 

• During a long-distance telephone call, choreographer 
Agnes de Mille told her soldier husband, Walter Prude, that 
she was pregnant: “We’re having a baby!” He managed to 
say, “Good God, are you sure!” before they were 
disconnected — telephone service during World War II was 
not as good as it is today. Twenty-five minutes later, they 
were reconnected, and Agnes asked, “Are you all right? 
Have you something to drink?” Walter replied, “A bottle of 
Scotch. I’m well along in it.”1 

• Before they were married, Fred and Joanne Rogers (TV’s 
Mister Rogers and his significant other) went to many 
dances and parties, and they once won a bottle of champagne 
for their costumes when they went as Raggedy Ann and 
Andy. Because they were teetotalers, they did not drink it, 
but instead went around pouring it at various tables for their 
friends.2 

Animals 

• A few months after African-American contralto Marian 
Anderson had been prevented from singing at Constitution 
Hall in Washington, D.C., because of her race, Pierre 
Monteux and the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra were 
scheduled to perform there. Doris, Pierre’s wife, arrived, 
along with Fifi, their pet dog. Unfortunately, three stern-
looking men stopped Doris, telling her that under no 
circumstances could she enter Constitution Hall with “that 
dog.” A friend of Doris, Hilda Davis, told the stern-looking 

 

1 Source: Margaret Speaker-Yuan, Agnes de Mille, p. 81. 

2 Source: Fred Rogers, The World According to Mister Rogers, p. 3. 
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men, “Without a doubt we cannot enter because the dog, as 
you call her, is BLACK.” As Ms. Davis and the stern-
looking men argued, Doris and Fifi made their way into 
Constitution Hall, where they enjoyed the concert.3 

• Marion Dane Bauer, author of the 1987 Newbery Honor 
Book titled On My Honor, has trained herself to be observant 
of behavior, including animal behavior. For example, she 
watched Popcorn, her pet dog, looking at snow. Popcorn first 
looked outside the kitchen window and watched snow 
falling. Then Popcorn looked down the hallway and through 
the dining-room glass doors and watched snow falling. Then 
Popcorn looked up at the ceiling. Clearly, Popcorn was 
wondering why white stuff was falling in front of the house 
and in back of the house but not in the house.4 

• When she was in the first grade, children’s book author 
Lois Lowry found what she thought was a very cold mouse. 
(Actually, it was a dead rat, but she didn’t understand such 
things yet.) Hoping to warm up the “mouse” and keep it as a 
pet, she took it home, put it in the oven, and turned the oven 
on to a low temperature. Then she started playing and forgot 
about her new pet. Her mother noticed that something was 
being baked in the oven, and she checked it out — then, Lois 
says, her mother started screaming at her for no reason.5 

• Even a dog can be a critic. Famed architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright designed a number of mansions, but he also designed 
a number of modest houses. After schoolteacher Robert 
Berger built his own house using Mr. Wright’s design, his 
12-year-old son wrote Mr. Wright asking him to design a 

 

3 Source: Fifi Monteux, Everyone is Someone, pp. 51-54. 

4 Source: Marion Dane Bauer, A Writer’s Story, pp. 75-76. 

5 Source: Lois Lowry, Looking Back: A Book of Memories, pp. 63-64. 
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matching doghouse. Mr. Wright did exactly that, and Mr. 
Berger and his son built the doghouse. However, Eddie, their 
Labrador retriever, apparently did not like the doghouse and 
so never went into it.6 

• In 1924, Pep, a black Labrador retriever, killed a cat that 
belonged to the governor of Pennsylvania. The governor was 
not pleased. Because he was a judge, he decided to hold a 
trial for Pep. He found Pep guilty, and Pep was sent to prison 
for life. However, Pep was happy in prison. He was allowed 
to run free as he pleased, and he accompanied the prisoners 
on their work details. Pep liked the prisoners, and the 
prisoners liked Pep. When Pep finally died, prisoners wept.7 

• In his book Faith, Hope, and Hilarity, Dick Van Dyke tells 
a story about a boy who prayed to God to bring him a puppy. 
Unfortunately, his mother was allergic to dogs and so she got 
him a kitten instead. The boy told his mother, “I thought you 
said that God is perfect and never makes mistakes.” “That’s 
true,” his mother said. “Well, you’re wrong,” her son said. 
“I prayed real hard for a puppy and anyone can see that this 
is a kitten.”8 

• At a Westminster Dog Show in Madison Square Garden, a 
woman was selling an expensive coat made for dogs. Saying 
“We want her dog to look as smart as madame,” the 
saleslady held up a pink cocktail coat made out of 
embroidered silk with a lining of mohair. Sportswriter 

 

6 Source: Susan Goldman Rubin, Frank Lloyd Wright, p. 84. 

7 Source: Don L. Wulffson, Amazing True Stories, pp. 32-33. 

8 Source: Dick Van Dyke, Faith, Hope, and Hilarity, p. 47. 
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Robert Lipsyte asked her, “When would a dog wear that?” 
The saleslady replied, “After five o’clock.”9 

• When opera singer Joan Hammond returned to Australia 
for a visit, two of her nieces asked for her autograph — in 
fact, they each gave her a piece of paper and asked that she 
sign each piece of paper ten times. When she had finished, 
they said, “Goody! Now we can swap these for twenty 
tadpoles!”10 

Art 

• Shortly after Vincent van Gogh died, Theo, his brother, 
followed him in death. Nearly everyone thought that Vincent 
had been a failure as an artist, and Theo’s widow, Jo, was 
urged by her brother to throw away Vincent’s paintings and 
other works of art. She declined to do that. Instead, she 
preserved Vincent’s works of art and the letters that he and 
Theo had written to each other over the years. She organized 
exhibitions, wrote a biography of Vincent, and arranged for 
the publication of the letters. Without her efforts, many 
soon-to-be-recognized-as-masterpieces works of art would 
have perished.11 

• In 1962, sculptor Louise Nevelson traveled to Italy to 
represent the United States in the Biennale Internazionale 
d’Arte in Venice. Unfortunately, her trousseau turned up 
missing, and the airline officials had little interest in locating 
it for her. Of course, she did not want to wear her traveling 
clothes at such an important competition. Therefore, she lied 

 
9 Source: Robert Lipsyte, Assignment: Sports, p. 130. 

10 Source: Joan Hammond, A Voice, A Life, pp. 163-164. 

11 Source: Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan, Vincent van Gogh: 
Portrait of an Artist, pp. 105-106. 
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to the airline official, “I’m getting married tomorrow, and 
I’ve got to have my trousseau. My white wedding dress is in 
it!” The airline official started making telephone calls and 
soon the trousseau was located for the 62-year-old “bride.”12 

• Vincent van Gogh once gave a painting to a friend named 
Anton Kerssemakers, who pointed out that he hadn’t signed 
the painting. Mr. van Gogh replied, “Actually, it isn’t 
necessary — they will surely recognize my work later on and 
write about me when I am dead and gone.”13 

• Pop artist Andy Warhol was a cat person. He and his 
mother kept a couple of dozen cats in the apartment they 
shared together. All of the cats were named Sam.14 

Babies 

• When children’s book author Tomie DePaola was in 
kindergarten, his parents brought home a baby sister for him. 
At the baby’s baptism, little Tomie saw the priest pour water 
on his baby sister’s head, and so he wanted water poured on 
his head. Hearing him, the priest promised, “Little boy, if 
you’re quiet you can have anything you want after the 
ceremony.” Knowing little Tomie, his dad said, “Big 
mistake, Father.” Tomie was quiet, and when the priest 
asked what he wanted after the ceremony, Tomie said, 
“Baby Jesus,” by which he meant the baby Jesus in the 
church’s nativity scene. Of course, Tomie couldn’t have that 

 

12 Source: Michael Cain, Louise Nevelson, p. 77. 

13 Source: Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan, Vincent van Gogh: 
Portrait of an Artist, p. 45. 

14 Source: Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan, Andy Warhol: Prince of 
Pop, pp. 30-31. 



 6 

particular baby Jesus, but his parents bought him another one 
at Woolworth’s.15 

• When a family had a baby, their young son insisted on 
having a private time with the new baby. Of course, the 
parents were afraid that their young son was jealous of the 
new baby and might try to hurt it, so they unobtrusively hid 
and watched their young son as he was “alone” with the new 
baby. However, the boy did not try to hurt the baby. All he 
did was request, “Tell me what it was like. I’m beginning to 
forget.”16 

• Jimmy Piersall was a Red Sox outfielder who had 10 
children and was intimately familiar with changing cloth 
diapers, so he had the perfect qualifications to teach Yankee 
catcher Yogi Berra how to diaper a child: “Yog, you take a 
diaper and put it in the shape of a baseball diamond. Take 
the baby’s bottom and put it on the pitcher’s mound. Take 
first base and pin it to third. Take home and slide it to 
second.”17 

Birth 

• Marty Links was a woman who created a comic strip titled 
Bobby Sox about a teenager. She was a member of the 
National Cartoonists Society, and after giving birth to her 
first child, she mailed the members of the NCS an 
announcement, so she was somewhat annoyed when they 
kept sending her mail addressed to Mr. Links. (She even 

 

15 Source: Tomie dePaola, Here We All Are, pp. 66- 68.  

16 Source: Amy Hollingsworth, The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers, p. 
155. 

17 Source: Bill Adler, Baseball Wit, p. 105. 
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considered sending them her measurements in an attempt to 
get them to get her sex right.)18 

• In 1969, New York Met Ron Swoboda became a proud 
father. The birth occurred back home in New York at 1 a.m. 
at the same time that Mr. Swoboda was playing an away 
game in Los Angeles at 10 p.m. due to the three-hour time 
difference on the coasts. On the scoreboard flashed this 
message: “Congratulations, Ron Swoboda. Your new son 
was born tomorrow morning.”19 

Birthdays 

• William C. McVeigh and his wife, Ruth, live in Fountain 
Hills, Arizona, where they had 14 children. Three of their 
children, Robert, Charles, and James, were born on 
December 4, but in different years. As the boys were 
growing up, each year on their birthday the family would 
bring a birthday cake, sing “Happy Birthday” to Bobby, then 
take four candles off the cake and sing “Happy Birthday” to 
Charlie, and finally take three more candles off the cake and 
sing “Happy Birthday” to Jimmy.20 

• When Yoshiko Uchida, author of Journey to Topaz, was a 
little girl, her grandmother celebrated her 88th birthday. 
Little Yoshiko worried about how her grandmother would 
blow out all those candles on her birthday cake, but when the 
time came, her grandmother simply took a fan and with one 
sweep of her arm blew out all the candles. (Her grandmother 
was always prepared. In her closet was a very nice black 

 

18 Source: Trina Robbins, The Great Women Cartoonists, p. 85. 

19 Source: Bart Rockwell, World’s Strangest Baseball Stories, p. 54. 

20 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, Holy Hilarity, pp. 129-130. 
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dress. Pinned on it was this note: “This one is for my trip to 
Heaven.”)21 

Books 

• When children’s mystery writer Joan Lowery Nixon was a 
little girl, she found a stack of magazines — with such titles 
as True Confessions, True Love, and Modern Romances — 
in a box under her grandmother’s bed. Being an avid reader, 
she avidly began to read. That night, at supper, she asked her 
parents the meanings of a few words she had read in the 
magazines but had not understood. Surprised, her parents 
asked her where she had come across such words, and the 
story of the box of magazines came out. Her grandfather, a 
self-educated lover of the classics, blamed himself for not 
educating the mind of his wife, and announced that he would 
read to her that night a story from The Arabian Nights: Tales 
from a Thousand and One Nights. The reading did not go 
well. He started to read “The Porter and the Three Ladies of 
Baghdad,” but when he read out loud that one of the three 
ladies had breasts “like two pomegranates of even size,” his 
wife was outraged. She stormed, “Twin pomegranates! Oh, 
how rude! There is nothing that vulgar in my magazines!” 
And so Ms. Nixon’s grandmother’s education in the classics 
came to an end.22 

• Jean Little, the author of Little by Little, once read The 
Secret Garden to some children she was babysitting. The 
girls seemed very interested in the book, so she read a couple 
of extra chapters, but the boy looked bored. However, after 
Ms. Little had finished reading, the boy wanted to use the 
telephone. Given permission, he called his mother and said 

 

21 Source: Yoshiko Uchida, The Invisible Thread, pp. 44-45. 

22 Source: Joan Lowery Nixon, The Making of a Writer, pp. 31-33. 
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in an excited tone, “Mum, they got into the garden!” Ms. 
Little learned from this experience: “Never again did I make 
the mistake of thinking that a child who appeared inattentive 
was getting nothing out of a book.”23 

Children 

• Determined to found a new community, a king selected a 
site and then consulted his astrologers. The astrologers read 
the stars and planets, concluding that the site was good — if 
a child would be entombed alive within the walls of the 
community. Therefore, a mother was forced to “volunteer” 
her child to be entombed alive. However, the mother’s child 
was very intelligent, and he told the king, “Let me ask your 
astrologers three questions. If the astrologers answer the 
questions correctly, then we will know that they can truly 
read the stars and planets, and I will willingly be entombed 
alive. However, if they answer wrongly, then we will know 
that they wrongly read the stars and planets, and no one 
should be entombed alive.” The king agreed to the child’s 
request, and the child asked the astrologers these questions: 
“What is the lightest thing in the world? What is the sweetest 
thing in the world? And what is the heaviest thing in the 
world?” The astrologers consulted among themselves for 
three days, then told their answers to the three questions: 
“The lightest thing in the world is a feather, the sweetest 
thing in the world is honey, and the heaviest thing in the 
world is stone.” The child laughed and said, “The lightest 
thing in the world is an only child in its mother’s arms — the 
child is never heavy. The sweetest thing in the world is the 
mother’s milk to the baby. And the heaviest thing in the 
world is for a mother to be forced to ‘volunteer’ her child to 
be entombed alive.” The astrologers recognized that the 

 
23 Source: Jean Little, Little by Little: A Writer’s Education, pp. 222-
223. 
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child’s answers were correct, so they told the king that they 
had misread the stars and planets, and no one was entombed 
alive.24 

• When he was a child, Daniel Keyes, author of Flowers for 
Algernon, played at his mother’s beauty shop — their 
apartment was on the floor above. One day, a mother and her 
very young daughter came in, and as the mother was getting 
her hair done, her daughter kept crying. Young Danny tried 
to play with her, but nothing stopped her crying. Finally, he 
went upstairs, got an armload of books, and started “reading” 
one of the books to the young girl, who stopped crying as he 
said, “Once upon a time, there was a beautiful princess ….” 
The girl’s mother was impressed and thought that young 
Danny could read, even though he was only three and a half 
years old. She even thought that he was a genius! But of 
course, there was a trick — his mother had read the books so 
many times to him that he had memorized them. Later, after 
Daniel was still very young but had learned how to read, his 
father ran a junk salvage operation. Sometimes Daniel’s 
father took him to the junk shop, where he was fascinated by 
Book Mountain — a huge pile of books that were to be baled, 
then pulped to make cheap paper. One of Daniel’s treats was 
to climb Book Mountain, look over the books to see which 
were worth saving, and take home with him six or seven 
books to read.25 

• When she was very little, Sarah Hughes, the gold-winning 
medalist in women’s figure skating at the 2002 Winter 
Olympic Games, was unwilling to be left behind with a sitter 
while her mother and older siblings went to interesting 

 

24 Source: Moses Gaster, The Exempla of the Rabbis, pp. 169-179. 

25 Source: Daniel Keyes, Algernon, Charlie and I: A Writer’s Journey, 
pp. 61-62, 64-66. 
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places — such as the ice skating rink. If she ever thought that 
she might be left behind with a sitter, she would dress herself 
and wait by the door. Eventually, her mother and older 
siblings would show up and be forced to take little Sarah 
with them. Being so motivated to skate helped three-year-
old Sarah learn things — such as how to tie her shoes. On an 
early trip to the rink, her mother tied Sarah’s ice skates first, 
and little Sarah jumped up and ran to the rink, with her 
mother — who was pregnant — vainly trying to catch up to 
her. On the next trip to the rink, her mother thought that she 
would tie Sarah’s ice skates last; that way, Sarah would be 
forced to wait until her mother could keep an eye on her. It 
didn’t work. Sarah pulled the laces tight, then concentrated. 
She figured out how to tie her ice skates, jumped up, and ran 
to the rink.26 

• When he was three years old, children’s book author Tomie 
dePaola attended the birthday party of Buddy, his older 
brother. For this party, their mother wanted to have a Tiny 
Tot Wedding, complete with a little groom and a littler bride. 
However, Buddy didn’t want to be the groom, and since it 
was his birthday, his mother said that he didn’t have to and 
she would ask another boy to be the groom. Unfortunately, 
Buddy got the other boys to say that they didn’t want to be 
the groom, either. That left young Tomie, who said that he 
was too short to be the groom — since he was only three 
years old, that was true. Nevertheless, Buddy and Tomie’s 
mother was resourceful. Carol Crane, the tallest girl at the 
party, made a wonderful groom, and standing beside her was 

 
26 Source: Alina Sivorinovsky, Sarah Hughes: Skating to the Stars, pp. 
10, 12-15. 
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a shorter bride. A woman asked Buddy who the pretty little 
bride was, and he replied, “That bride is my brother.”27 

• When children’s book author Judy Blume was growing up, 
she was very much into reading and loved the library. (She 
even imitated the librarians by pasting card pockets inside 
the back covers of her personal copies of books.) Her parents 
encouraged her to read, although her mother told her that she 
had to be older to read John O’Hara’s A Rage to Live. When 
Judy was older and a junior in high school, she was delighted 
to find out that she had to read a book — any book — by 
John O’Hara, and she marched to the library to borrow A 
Rage to Live. Unfortunately, the librarian told her that A 
Rage to Live was on a restricted shelf and so Judy would 
have to have her mother’s written permission to borrow the 
book. Judy complained to her family, and her aunt lent her a 
copy of the book. Judy read it, then she read everything else 
she could find by Mr. O’Hara.28 

• A man once made a will saying that his son would not be 
able to inherit his wealth until he had become a fool. Such a 
will was puzzling, and Rabbi Jose and Rabbi Judah decided 
to consult Rabbi Joshua about it. When Rabbi Jose and 
Rabbi Judah arrived at the house of Rabbi Joshua, they 
discovered that Rabbi Joshua was letting his young son 
climb onto his back and ride on top of him as they played 
Horsie together. When Rabbi Joshua learned why they had 
come, he said that the will was not difficult to understand. 
When a man has children, he is allowed to act foolishly — 
just like Rabbi Joshua had done while playing Horsie with 
his son. Therefore, the will was simply saying that the dead 

 

27 Source: Tomie dePaola, On My Way, pp. 60-65. 

28 Source: Judy Blume, ed., Places I Never Meant to Be: Original 
Stories by Censored Authors, pp. 1-2. 
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man’s son could not inherit the dead man’s property until the 
son had children of his own.29 

• As a little girl, author Beth Lisick suffered an accident in 
which she became a bloody mess after a butcher knife 
accidentally flew out of her brother’s hand and struck her in 
the corner of her eye. Blood flowed freely, and her mother 
took her to the emergency room and got her stitched up, then 
took her home. However, Beth had a weird sense of humor, 
so she snuck out of her house instead of taking a bath, and 
caked with blood, she rang the doorbell of her best friend, 
Amy, and scared her best friend’s mother by looking 
psychotic, raising a knife (which she had “borrowed” 
without permission) in a menacing way, and asking, “Can 
Amy come out to play?” By the way, when a boy teased 
Amy, who had buck teeth, by giving her the nickname “Buck 
Tooth Beaver,” Beth stood up for her friend by kicking the 
boy in a place that earned her a special nickname: The 
Nutcracker.30 

• The children of famed architect Frank Lloyd Wright were 
entirely normal. As teenagers, his daughters used to sit by 
the fireplace and hold hands with their boyfriends. Their 
younger brothers used to sneak up on them and throw 
wadded-up paper at them. Mr. Wright used a very large room 
as a bedroom for all of his children. The bedroom had a low 
partition in the middle, and the girls slept on one side of the 
partition, while the boys slept on the other side. When the 
girls had a slumber party, the boys threw pillows at them 
over the low partition. And when Mr. Wright built a studio 
onto his house so he could work at home with his employees, 

 
29 Source: Simon Certner, editor, 101 Jewish Stories for Schools, 
Clubs and Camps, p. 176. 

30 Source: Beth Lisick, Everybody into the Pool, pp. 17, 137-138.  
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his children would sneak onto a balcony overlooking the 
studio and throw things at their father’s draftsmen.31 

• The oldest child of children’s book author Lois Lowry is 
Alix, who attended nursery school when she was almost five 
years old. While picking up Alix one day, Lois carried her 
youngest child, a newborn named Ben. Alix’s teacher was 
surprised to see Ben, saying, “I didn’t know Alix had a baby 
brother. When we talked about families at Circle Time, she 
told us she was the only child in the family.” Then she said 
that of course Ben was a newborn, so Alix had been a single 
child when she spoke about her family. Actually, Alix had 
not been a single child then, for two other children were 
between Alix and Ben. But Alix wanted to be the only child 
— the center of attention — and for a while in nursery 
school, she was.32 

• Christian writer Dale Hanson Bourke became concerned 
when a four-year-old bully named Brian hit her four-year-
old son, named Chase, in the playground. She had been 
hearing from her son that Brian had been doing bad things, 
so she advised, “If he ever does that to you again, just hit him 
right back!” Chase, however, was unwilling: “But, Mom, 
that might make him cry.” This comment helped Ms. Bourke 
to calm down. A few days later she learned that young 
Brian’s parents were involved in a messy divorce case, 
contributing to his bad behavior, and so she and her son 
prayed for Brian. Because of the seriousness of the situation, 
young Chase prayed first to Jesus, and then to God.33 

 
31 Source: Susan Goldman Rubin, Frank Lloyd Wright, pp. 38, 40, 48-
49. 

32 Source: Lois Lowry, Looking Back: A Book of Memories, p. 51. 

33 Source: Dale Hanson Bourke, Everyday Miracles, pp. 61-63. 
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• When Yoshiko Uchida, author of Journey to Topaz, was a 
little girl growing up in California, she disliked some of the 
visitors to her home. After hearing of a Japanese superstition 
that stated to get rid of unwanted visitors you should put a 
cloth over the bristles of a broom then lean it upside down 
against a wall, she decided to try it. It worked — the 
unwanted visitor left quickly. However, Yoshiko’s mother 
was horrified by what she had done. For one thing, she had 
placed the broom where the visitor could see it. The 
Japanese-ancestry visitor realized that he was not wanted 
there (by Yoshiko, at least) and left.34 

• In 1958, the Brooklyn Dodgers moved to Los Angeles. 
This was an important event, for major-league baseball had 
finally arrived in the western part of the continental United 
States. Players and their family members were interviewed 
by the media, and Danny, the nine-year-old son of Dodger 
pitcher Carl Erskine, even made an appearance on Art 
Linkletter’s TV show Kids Say the Darnest Things. Mr. 
Linkletter asked Danny what his father did for a living, and 
Danny explained, “Oh, he doesn’t work — he plays for the 
Dodgers.” And when Mr. Linkletter asked what the letters 
“LA” stood for on the Dodgers baseball caps, Danny 
answered, “Lost Again.”35 

• Jerry Spinelli, author of the Newbery Award-winning 
young people’s novel Maniac Magee, at first wrote novels 
— which were unpublished — for adults. However, one 
evening, he packed chicken in his lunch bag, and the next 
day he went to the refrigerator to get his lunch. When he 
opened the bag, he found chicken bones. He realized that one 

 

34 Source: Yoshiko Uchida, The Invisible Thread, pp. 11-12. 

35 Source: Carl Erskine, Carl Erskine’s Tales from the Dodger Dugout, 
p. 38. 
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of his children must have eaten the chicken, he thought the 
situation was funny, and he began to write about it from a 
child’s point of view. Using this scene as his initial 
inspiration, eventually he created his first published novel: 
Space Station Second Grade.36 

• Elizabeth, the 11-year-old daughter of pianist Rudolf 
Serkin, once attended one of her father’s concerts, where she 
ignored his playing but instead stared at the bald head of a 
man under the box where she was sitting. Finally, she could 
resist temptation no longer, so she spit directly on the bald 
man’s head. When her father spoke to her later, telling her 
that she should not to do such things, she replied, “But, 
Father, it was the chance of a lifetime, and I could not let it 
pass. I’m sure you would have done it, also.”37 

• When he was only five years old, Dicky, the youngest son 
of artist Edna Hibel, had already started a “museum” in the 
attic of their home. There he displayed his favorite things, 
such as rocks, shells, photographs, and even small paintings 
created by his mother and given to him occasionally when 
he asked her for a painting to display in his museum. Once, 
his mother made a sale of two small paintings, and Dicky 
tried to stop her from selling them by grabbing her legs and 
yelling, “Those are the ones I wanted.”38 

• When she was a small child, Joan Moore was kept inside 
on a rainy day, and her mother gave her some watercolor 
paints and paper to keep her busy. After a while, her mother 
heard young Joan calling, “Come see! Come see!” When she 
entered the room, she discovered that Joan had gotten tired 

 

36 Source: David Seidman, Jerry Spinelli, pp. 7-8. 

37 Source: Fifi Monteux, Everyone is Someone, pp. 69-70. 

38 Source: Olga Cossi, Edna Hibel: Her Life and Art, p. 42. 
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of painting paper, so she had painted herself green from the 
top of her head to the tips of her toes. Later, Joan used her 
energy and creativity to become a top-ranked American 
gymnast of the 1970s.39  

• As a child, American realist painter Andrew Wyeth was 
called “that sinister demon child” by author Joseph 
Hergesheimer because young Andrew tormented him by 
pretending that Mr. Hergesheimer was another person: 
someone whom Mr. Hergesheimer detested. Young Andrew 
would call Mr. Hergesheimer by the other person’s name, 
and when Mr. Hergesheimer tried to correct him, Andrew 
would ask, “Isn’t that your name?” Mr. Hergesheimer would 
reply, “Not by fifty years and two cross-eyes.”40 

• When figure skater Sasha Cohen was a little girl, her 
misbehavior necessitated a lot of time-outs, so she was used 
to causing and getting into trouble. A California girl, she 
experienced her first earthquake while playing under the 
dining room table. After the earth stopped shaking, she 
crawled out from under the table and told her mother, “I am 
so sorry, Mommy. I won’t ever do that again.” Her mother 
explained to little Sasha that she had not caused the 
earthquake.41 

• Some young children are surprised that older adults have 
parents, too. Librarian Jeanette C. Smith once made friends 
with a 10-year-old girl who often came into the Minnesota 
public library where she worked. One day, Ms. Smith’s 
mother visited her, leaving as the 10-year-old girl arrived. 
The 10-year-old girl asked who the visitor had been, and 

 

39 Source: Linda Jacobs, Joan Moore Rice: The Olympic Dream, p. 14. 

40 Source: Richard Meryman, Andrew Wyeth, p. 42. 

41 Source: Sasha Cohen, Fire on Ice, pp. 4-5. 
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when Ms. Smith explained that the visitor had been her 
mother, the 10-year-old girl exclaimed, “YOU HAVE A 
MOTHER!”42 

• TV and movie star Sarah Michelle Gellar got her start in 
TV commercials. As a very young child, she starred in a 
commercial for Burger King in which she criticized 
McDonald’s hamburgers. McDonald’s was so angered by 
the commercial that it sued lots of people connected with it, 
including five-year-old Sarah. She remembers once telling 
her friends, “I can’t play,” because she had to see some 
lawyers.43 

• The very young son of writer Amy Hollingsworth learned 
nonviolent ways of dealing with anger. One day, when he 
was angry at her, he drew a picture of a smiley face, then he 
crossed it out and slipped it under her bedroom door. Later, 
after she had talked with him and he was no longer angry at 
her, he slipped two other pictures he had drawn under her 
door: a smiley face and a heart.44 

• At age 13, ballet dancer Yvette Chauviré visited her 
grandmother in the country. Outside on a nice summer day, 
she danced, making up her own ballet. The next day, her 
grandmother overheard two women gossiping about young 
Yvette: “You didn’t see? The granddaughter of Mme. 

 
42 Source: Larry A. Parsons, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the School Library, p. 7. 

43 Source: Paul Mason, Sarah Michelle Gellar, p. 7. 

44 Source: Amy Hollingsworth, The Simple Faith of Mister Rogers, pp. 
64-65. 
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Chauviré? But that child is insane! Poor little girl, so young, 
and already crazy!”45 

• As a child, Hugh McIlhenny, aka “The King,” developed 
his incredible ability to run with the football. His mother 
used to send him to go to the store, and to get to the store, he 
had to go through a scary dark alley. Whenever he had to go 
through the alley, he ran as fast as he could to escape the 
dangers he thought were lurking hidden in the shadows.46 

• The creativity of young children can be amazing. Jean 
Little, the author of Little by Little, had an aunt named Ruth 
whose family had been too poor to buy her a doll when she 
was a young girl. Therefore, she had pretended that three 
kitchen chairs were dolls. She dressed them with rags, 
played with them, and even talked to them.47 

• Sometimes, young people don’t have their priorities set 
properly. In the 1940s, Ilene Beckerman used to make sure 
that she was wearing perfume and mascara before going to 
her class at Ballet Arts in the Carnegie Building in New York 
City — but her mother would yell at her because she had 
forgotten to wash her neck.48 

• The four-year-old daughter of a friend of writer Carol 
Tavris took a bath with a very young male cousin, during 
which she made an interesting anatomical discovery. That 
night, as her mother was tucking her into bed, the four-year-

 
45 Source: Margaret F. Atkinson and May Hillman, Dancers of the 
Ballet, p. 23. 

46 Source: Mark Sufrin, Payton, p. 29. 

47 Source: Jean Little, Little by Little: A Writer’s Education, p. 50. 

48 Source: Ilene Beckerman, Love, Loss, and What I Wore, p. 10. 
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old girl said, “Mommy, isn’t it a blessing he doesn’t have it 
on his face?”49 

• Mikaela, the daughter of movie director Steven Spielberg, 
saw her father on television for the very first time in 1996 
when he appeared on the Academy Awards show. Mikaela’s 
mother held her in front of the TV and told her, “Look, 
honey, there’s your daddy.” She burped.50 

• When Olympic gold-medal-winning gymnast Kerri Strug 
was a small child, her “gym” at home was a carpeted room 
that was temporarily without furniture. She spent lots of time 
there walking on her hands, and when her parents put 
furniture in the room, she cried.51 

• Nick Carter, the youngest Backstreet Boy, started 
entertaining at an early age. When he was a very small child, 
his mother caught him standing on a tree stump and 
entertaining an audience consisting entirely of flowers, so 
she decided to quickly enroll him in singing lessons.52 

• Even as a young child, artist Andy Warhol was different. 
He once disappeared from a neighborhood baseball game, as 
the other players discovered when someone hit the baseball 

 
49 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and Tongues, 
p. 151. 

50 Source: Tom Powers, Steven Spielberg: Master Storyteller, p. 80. 

51 Source: Kerri Strug, Heart of Gold. This book has unnumbered 
pages. 
52 Source: Cathy Alter Zymet, Backstreet Boys, pp. 20-21. 
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to where Andy was supposed to be. Later, John, his brother, 
found him drawing flowers.53 

• Young people in love do silly things. When Mark Twain 
was five years old, he fell in love with Laura Hawkins, who 
was the model for Becky Thatcher in The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer. Young Mark had an apple, and he so loved Laura 
that he gave her the apple core.54 

• Growing up with two totally blind parents can lead to odd 
situations. For example, Etta Reid decided that 11-year-old 
Julie, her sighted daughter, needed a bra after feeling Julie’s 
breasts. Back then, Julie was horribly embarrassed, but today 
she thinks it’s funny.55 

• Being a famous opera singer in the days before quick and 
easy travel was quite rough. After Ernestine Schumann-
Heink came back home in Europe after spending her first 
year singing in America, Ferdinand, her little son, asked her, 
“Is your name Mama?”56 

• In St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Onalaska, Wisconsin, Bill 
Bader gave a children’s sermon on the proper use of time. At 

 
53 Source: Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan, Andy Warhol: Prince of 
Pop, pp. 2-3. 

54 Source: John D. Evans, A Tom Sawyer Companion, p. 37. 

55 Source: Julie Reid, “‘I’d like to have seen you,’ my mother says, 
‘but it’s not as important as people think.’” 1 August 2006 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1834502,00.html>. 

56 Source: Mary Lawton, Schumann-Heink: The Last of the Titans, p. 
162. 
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one point, he asked for examples of a waste of time, and a 
three-year-old girl said, “How about taking a bath?”57 

 

57 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, editors, More Holy Humor, p. 48. 
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Chapter 2: From Christmas to Education 

Christmas 

• When she was a young girl, children’s book author Marion 
Dane Bauer was infuriated when her parents lied to her — 
as parents did at that time (the 1940s and early 1950s) when 
they didn’t want their children to know about such things as 
divorce. For example, young Marion had not seen her 
godfather’s wife for a long time, and so she asked about her. 
Her mother told her that her godfather had never had a wife. 
Because of such lies and the way they made her feel, Ms. 
Bauer has been very honest with her own children — in fact, 
her daughter tells her that she is “pathologically honest.” For 
example, when her three-and-a-half-year-old son asked 
about Santa Claus and whether he had really put gifts in the 
stockings, she told him the truth. That was fine, but it had 
the unintended effect of never allowing her daughter, who 
was two years younger than her son, to believe in Santa 
Claus because her older brother told her the truth. Today, the 
daughter, a grown woman, usually tells the truth, but is not 
“pathological” about it.58 

• In grade 5, young adult author Chris Crutcher got into 
trouble with a Christian teacher. It was almost Christmas, 
and the teacher had assigned the students the task of seeing 
how many words they could create from the phrase “Merry 
Christmas.” The young student had written first “Chris,” 
then “Christ” on his list. His teacher ordered him to change 
the list and put “Christ” first, then his name. Frequently 
rebellious, Chris refused, and the teacher said that when 

 

58 Source: Marion Dane Bauer, A Writer’s Story, pp. 23-25. 
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Chris put his own name before the name Christ, he was 
committing the sin of pride.59 

• Many very young children don’t realize that what happens 
on stage is not real. At Christmas, Ernestine Schumann-
Heink played the role of the Witch in the opera Hansel and 
Gretel while her children were very small, and when her 
character was put in the oven, her young son Ferdinand cried 
out, “They’re putting my mother in the oven and burning her 
up!” Fortunately, Ms. Schumann-Heink came out of the 
other side of the oven quickly, and little Ferdinand saw that 
she was all right.60 

• Tennis star Arthur Ashe valued education. When Camera, 
his daughter (her mother and his wife was the photographer 
Jeanne Moutoussamy), read to him for the first time a whole 
book out loud, he cried. Camera was raised well — each 
Christmas her father would take her to visit less fortunate 
families, to whose children they gave toys, including some 
that Camera had been given that day.61 

• When escape artist Harry Houdini was a child, he worked 
as a messenger boy. One Christmas Eve, when his family 
was impoverished and lacked food, he came home from 
work and told his mother, “Shake me — I’m magic.” He then 
shook himself, and coins fell on the floor — they were the 

 

59 Source: Michael A. Sommers, Chris Crutcher, p. 24. 

60 Source: Mary Lawton, Schumann-Heink: The Last of the Titans, pp. 
302, 304. 

61 Source: Kathleen Krull, Lives of the Athletes, p. 76. 
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tips he had collected that day. That Christmas, his family ate 
well.62 

• One Christmas Eve, humorist Robert Benchley was having 
lunch with some friends at a restaurant, but he rose to go 
home. His friends urged him to stay a little longer, but he 
explained, “I owe it to the children — they’ve never seen me 
drunk.” (By the way, Mr. Benchley was only joking — he 
was not drunk.)63 

• When comedian Bill Hicks was very ill and showing signs 
of the pancreatic cancer that would kill him, he celebrated 
his final Christmas with his family, and Rachel, his seven-
year-old niece, who had not been told that he was ill, turned 
to him and said, “Uncle Bill, you’re going to be our first 
angel.”64 

• On December 13 in Hungary, girls write down on slips of 
paper the names of eligible bachelors, put them under their 
pillow, and draw out one name each day until Christmas, 
when only one name remains. According to folklore, that is 
the name of the boy they will marry.65 

Clothing 

• While attending high school in the 1950s, Ilene Beckerman 
and a friend each wanted a “basketball sweater” but 
unfortunately they lacked athlete boyfriends to give them 

 
62 Source: Bette Howland, “The Escape Artist.” 13 May 2006 
<http://www.commentarymagazine.com/article.asp?aid=12105054_1>. 

63 Source: Nathaniel Benchley, Robert Benchley, p. 192. 

64 Source: Cynthia True, American Scream: The Bill Hicks Story, pp. 
261-262. 

65 Source: Meg Cabot, Holiday Princess, p. 66. 
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sweaters — also unfortunately, their high school didn’t have 
a basketball team. Eventually, Ilene and her friend 
discovered a store that would custom-make these sweaters 
— but only if a minimum of four sweaters was ordered. 
Therefore, Ilene, her friend, and two other girls ordered 
sweaters. On the back of the sweater was a space for the 
name of the team, but since the girls lacked a team they had 
“WC’WD” embroidered there. The initials stood for “We 
Couldn’t Think of a Name, So We Didn’t.” (By the way, the 
girls were so young that they thought the salesman was 
“vulgar” when he measured their chests when they ordered 
the custom-made sweaters.)66 

• Mary Moody Emerson, the aunt of Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
once was visited by the mother of Henry David Thoreau, 
author of Walden. Cynthia Thoreau was wearing clothing 
with pink ribbons, and Mary Emerson shut her eyes while 
talking to her. Eventually, she asked Mrs. Thoreau if she 
would like to know the reason for the tightly closed eyes. 
Mrs. Thoreau said that she would, and Mary Emerson 
replied, “I don’t like to see a person of your age guilty of 
such levity in her dress.”67 

Comedians 

• Phyllis Diller was an amateur comedian before she became 
a professional comedian. At college, she amused her female 
dorm mates by walking the halls with a rose in her mouth, a 
belt around her waist, curlers on her head, and nothing else. 
She also used to memorize jokes before going on dates. 
Later, as a homemaker before she became a professional 

 

66 Source: Ilene Beckerman, Love, Loss, and What I Wore, p. 58. 

67 Source: H.S. Moore, Liberty’s Poet: Emma Lazarus, pp. 60-61. 
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comedian, she entertained other homemakers at the 
Laundromat.68 

• The Three Stooges’ Curly loved making children laugh. 
After suffering a stroke, he was forced to retire. Long-time 
Stooges short-film director Jules White visited him, and at 
one point, Curly got tears in his eyes and said to him, “I’m 
never going to make the children laugh again, am I, Jules?” 
(A few years after Curly died, the Three Stooges’ short films 
started being shown on television and Curly again made 
children laugh.)69 

• Some of the comedy routines of Mike Nichols and Elaine 
May started with a line from real life. For example, Mr. 
Nichols’ mother once telephoned him and said, “Hello, 
Michael, this is your mother — do you remember me?” Mr. 
Nichols had to ask her to hang up so he could call Ms. May 
and tell her about the new comedy line they would improvise 
around that night.70 

Couples 

• Hugh Porter went through many girlfriends. One of his 
long-distance girlfriends, who didn’t know that she had 
stopped being one of his girlfriends, telegraphed him, “Why 
don’t you write?” Because Hugh was attending college, he 
sent back this telegram: “I am married to my Alma Mater.” 
A few weeks passed, then a package arrived for him. The 

 

68 Source: Gerald Nachman, Seriously Funny, pp. 219-221. 

69 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, Mixed Nuts, p. 170. 

70 Source: Gerald Nachman, Seriously Funny, p. 335. 
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package contained a set of six silver teaspoons, and a note: 
“Best wishes to you and Alma for your happiness.”71 

• Even Hollywood celebrities have boyfriend trouble. 
Freddie Prinze, Jr., the boyfriend of Sarah Michelle Gellar, 
with whom he starred in the Scoobie Doo movies, was 
constantly late to his dates with her because he found it 
difficult to follow directions. To help solve that problem, she 
bought him a detailed map of Los Angeles. (By the way, they 
got married.)72 

• Eleanor of Aquitaine picked lice from the hair of her lover 
and put it in a locket that she wore around her neck. Because 
she was royalty — the wife of King Louis VII of France — 
the women in her court imitated her and so she started a 
trend.73 

• New Yorker cartoonist Alice Harvey loved roller-skating. 
In fact, when she received a big check from The New Yorker, 
she ordered built a circular sidewalk in her backyard just so 
she and her husband could roller-skate.74 

Dance 

• When ballerina Chan Hon Goh was a little girl, she took 
classes at her parents’ dance school. One day, after class, 
when she was 13 years old, her parents began to talk about 
the accomplishments of some of the students in her classes. 
Feeling ignored, young Chan said, crying, “I was in all of 
those classes today, too. You never even notice. I don’t know 

 

71 Source: Alyene Porter, Papa was a Preacher, p. 156. 

72 Source: Paul Mason, Sarah Michelle Gellar, p. 35. 

73 Source: Meg Cabot, Perfect Princess, pp. 71-72. 

74 Source: Liza Donnelly, Funny Ladies, p. 37. 
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what the other girls have got that I don’t. I try just as hard. 
How come you never correct me or praise me like you do the 
others?” Your father was surprised by her outburst, but he 
promised her, “If you really want to be a dancer, then I will 
work with you. I will watch you and correct you. Everything 
I can, I will do. From now on, I will take care of you.” Both 
Chan and her father kept their word: she worked hard, and 
he corrected her. The hard work paid off — Chan became a 
prima ballerina with the National Ballet of Canada.75 

• When the ballet Rodeo opened, it was a smash hit with the 
audience applauding for 22 curtain calls. Even the musicians 
in the orchestra pit were giving a standing ovation — a sure 
sign of success. Agnes de Mille, who choreographed the 
ballet and danced the part of the Cowgirl, was responsible 
for much of the ballet’s success. An unsung hero was her 
mother, Anna, who supported Agnes through years of 
struggle. Asked if she was proud of her daughter after Rodeo 
had opened, Anna replied that she had always been proud of 
her daughter, including during the times when Agnes could 
find no one to give her work in dance.76 

• When Alicia Martinez was attending ballet school in Cuba, 
the school suffered from a lack of male ballet dancers. 
Therefore, young Alicia asked her brother to round up a 
group of his friends and make them dance with her, 
promising them that she would teach them wonderful new 
exercises that would make them great athletes. One of the 

 
75 Source: Chan Hon Goh, Beyond the Dance: A Ballerina’s Life, pp. 
48-49. 

76 Source: Judy L. Hasday, Agnes de Mille, pp. 24-25. 
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boys her brother rounded up was Fernando Alonso, whom 
Alicia later married.77 

Death 

• Occasionally, people use their wills to express 
disappointment with a loved one — or with someone who 
ought to be a loved one. For example, in her will the late Sara 
Clarke, from Bournemouth, England, wrote this: “To my 
daughter, I leave £1 — for the kindness and love she has 
never shown me.” That is a recent example, but this kind of 
thing has been going on for a long time. The Earl of Stafford, 
in the late 1600s, wrote this in his will: “To the worst of 
women, Claude Charlotte de Grammont, unfortunately my 
wife, guilty as she is of all crimes, I leave five-and-forty 
brass halfpence, which will buy a pullet [a young hen] for 
her supper. A better gift than her father can make her; for I 
have known when having not the money, neither had he the 
credit for such a purchase; he being the worst of men, and 
his wife the worst of women in all debaucheries. Had I 
known their characters I had never married their daughter, 
and made myself unhappy.” Here is one more example, 
again from England: “To the perfetic [pathetic] woman what 
was once my wife I leave the sum of 1p [pence] which she 
can shove up her arse.”78 

• Rich Moore, a member of the Crimson River Quartet in 
Mission Viejo, California, says that this story is true: A 
southern gospel group was asked by a widow to sing her 
husband’s three favorite songs at his funeral; the songs were 

 
77 Source: Margaret F. Atkinson and May Hillman, Dancers of the 
Ballet, p. 8. 

78 Source: Lucy Mangan, “To you, my darling, I leave very little ....” 
28 July 2006 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1832032,00.html>. 
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“In the Garden,” “Amazing Grace,” and “Jingle Bells.” The 
members of the group were understandably leery of singing 
“Jingle Bells” at a funeral, but they did sing it — at a much 
slower tempo than usual. After they had sung the song, the 
widow said that she now remembered her husband’s favorite 
song. It wasn’t “Jingle Bells” — it was “When They Ring 
Those Golden Bells.”79 

• In the old days, before modern medicine developed, people 
had lots of children because they expected some of the 
children to die. They were knowledgeable about death, 
having seen it so often, and so they accepted it. Artist 
Grandma Moses had 10 children, but five died at birth or 
soon after. One daughter, Anna, collapsed during a 
Christmas party at age 37, and died a few days afterward. 
Before dying, she promised her daughter a birthday party. 
Grandma Moses first gave a funeral for her daughter, then 
gave a birthday party for her granddaughter.80 

• John Weir was once inaccurately referred to as “the late 
John Weir” in the New York Native. Shortly afterward, he 
ran into a friend on the street, who was shocked to see that 
he was still alive. The friend asked him, “What are you doing 
on the planet? I thought you were dead.” Mr. Weir assured 
him that he was still alive, and the friend, who was burdened 
with too many things to do and not enough time to do them, 
complained without thinking, “Now I’ll have to put you back 
in my Rolodex.”81 

 

79 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, Holy Hilarity, pp. 85-86. 

80 Source: Tom Biracree, Grandma Moses, p. 42, 52. 

81 Source: David B. Feinberg, Queer and Loathing: Rants and Raves 
of a Raging AIDS Clone, p. 89. 
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• In New England, a tourist saw an elderly man tending a 
ceremony. She asked him, “Do people often die in this 
town?” The elderly man gruffly replied, “No, they die only 
once.” Trying again, the tourist asked him, “Do a lot of 
people die in this town?” The elderly man gruffly replied, 
“Yes, all of them do.”82 

• Johnny Carson’s final show, “Funny Moments and a Final 
Farewell,” was shown on May 22, 1992. The final image 
shown as he walked off the set at the end of the show was a 
photograph of a sunset. It was taken by Rick Carson, his son, 
who had died in an automobile accident in 1991.83 

Education 

• As a freshman in high school, Chris Crutcher, who is now 
an author of books for young adults, played a mean trick on 
the most unpopular girl in his class — he made her the 
freshman candidate for the Cascade High School Carnival 
Queen. Normally, of course, honors such as this go to the 
most popular girls at school, but Chris had a friend nominate 
the unpopular girl for Carnival Queen and he got all his 
friends to vote for her, and so she was the freshman 
candidate for Carnival Queen. Of course, the freshman class 
advisor realized what had happened, and he did not want the 
unpopular girl to be hurt by not having a date to the Carnival 
Dance and by being ignored at the Carnival Dance, so he 
called a meeting of all the freshman boys and told them 
exactly what they were to do at the dance. First, each of the 
boys had to draw a number, and whichever boy drew the 
number 1 had to invite the unpopular girl to the dance. In 

 
82 Source: L.A. Hill, Elementary Anecdotes in American English, p. 
10. 

83 Source: Joe Garner, Stay Tuned: Television’s Unforgettable 
Moments, p. 52. 
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addition, each boy had to dance three times with the 
unpopular girl, and he made it clear to each boy that any boy 
who danced only twice with her would regret it. (This was 
in the days when teachers were respected, when parents did 
not sue schools, and when corporal punishment was not only 
allowed but encouraged by everyone except the students.) At 
the dance, the boys did each dance three dances with the 
unpopular girl, and during one of the times that Chris was 
dancing with her, she told him, “I know this was a joke — 
but this is still the best night of my life.” At the time, Chris 
realized only how cruel his joke had been. Much later, he felt 
admiration for this teenage girl who had had a cruel joke 
played on her but had still managed to turn it into something 
good.84 

• When he was very small, children’s book author and artist 
Tomie dePaola desperately wanted to learn to read. In fact, 
he almost decided not to attend kindergarten when he 
learned that he wouldn’t be taught to read until the first grade 
— he attended kindergarten only after being told that he had 
to in order to be admitted to the first grade. Unfortunately, 
his first-grade book wasn’t very exciting. It was filled with 
sentences such as these: “See Dick run. Run, Dick, run. Run, 
run, run.” The kind of book that young Tomie wanted to 
learn to read began with sentences such as this: “Once upon 
a time, in a deep dark wood stood the cottage of the 
woodcutter.” But he needed to learn to read because only 
then could he get a library card, and so he took the book 
home that Friday without permission. Because he had 
“stolen” the book, his mother made him confess his misdeed 
and apologize to the teacher the following Monday. But then 
a wonderful thing happened. Tomie had learned to read the 
book over the weekend, and he read it to his teacher. She was 

 

84 Source: Chris Crutcher, King of the Mild Frontier, pp. 97-105. 
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so impressed that she gave him a library card, and Tomie 
was on his way to reading books that began with sentences 
such as this: “Once upon a time, in a deep dark wood stood 
the cottage of the woodcutter.”85 

• You don’t have to be a Ph.D. to be a “professor.” When 
African-American (and world-class) artist Jacob Lawrence 
was growing up in Harlem in the first half of the 20th century 
— a time when white educators mostly ignored African-
American history, African-American biography, and 
African-American heroes — he became interested in his 
heritage. People told him to go to the lectures of Professor 
Seyfert. Mr. Seyfert, an African-American, earned his 
education through reading books, not through attending 
college lectures, and he earned his money through working 
as a carpenter. Eager to share his knowledge, he gave 
exciting lectures about African-American accomplishments 
wherever he could: the YMCA, the public library on 135th 
Street, etc. Later, Mr. Lawrence created many works of art 
about such African-American heroes as Harriet Tubman and 
General Toussaint L’Ouverture.86 

• Shammai and Hillel were both great Jewish teachers, but 
only Hillel had patience. A non-Jew came to see Shammai. 
The non-Jew pointed to the students in the room and said, “I 
do not have time to study your laws, your Torah, everyday 
like these students, but I would like to become a Jew if you 
can teach me the entire Torah while I stand on one foot.” 
Shammai sent the non-Jew away, saying, “You expect to 
learn in one minute what these men study their entire lives? 
That is impossible.” So the non-Jew went to Hillel and made 

 

85 Source: Tomie dePaola, On My Way, pp. 68-75. 

86 Source: John Duggleby, Story Painter: The Life of Jacob Lawrence, 
p. 22. 
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the same request. Hillel listened carefully to the non-Jew, 
then said, “That which you hate, do not do to your neighbor. 
That is the whole Torah. All the rest is explanation and 
commentary. Now learn the rest so you will truly understand 
what I have just taught you.” The non-Jew became both a 
Jew and a devoted student.87 

• Richard P. Feynman, a Nobel Prize winner in Physics in 
1965, reviewed science and mathematics textbooks for the 
California State Curriculum Committee, pointing out both 
what was good and what was bad in textbooks that were 
being considered for use in California schools. He was 
concerned about bright children, and he did not want bright 
children to be penalized for solving problems in ways not 
discussed in the teachers’ manuals that came with the 
textbooks. In fact, his daughter Michelle was penalized for 
solving an algebra problem in a way not covered by the 
teachers’ manual. Mr. Feynman spoke to Michelle’s teacher, 
who told him that he (Mr. Feynman) didn’t understand 
mathematics! Following this confrontation between teacher 
and parent, Michelle studied algebra at home. She went to 
school only to take the required tests.88 

• An impoverished young man who worked as a water 
carrier in Jerusalem saw a beautiful young woman — the 
daughter of a rich man — and fell in love with her. He asked 
her to marry him, but although she was attracted to him, she 
replied, “Do you know who my father is? Me marry a water 
carrier? He’d fall over, laughing.” The young man decided 
to become more than a mere water carrier, so he began 

 
87 Source: Barbara Diamond Goldin, A Child’s Book of the Midrash: 
52 Jewish Stories from the Sages, p. 38. 

88 Source: Freeman J. Dyson, “Wise Man.” 20 October 2005 
<http://www.nybooks.com/articles/18350>. 
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attending school with very young children, learning the 
Hebrew alphabet with them, and he began his study of 
religious texts. Eventually, he became the well-educated, 
great Rabbi Akiba, and he married the beautiful young 
woman.89 

• A Monsignor was both overweight and the superintendent 
of some Catholic schools. One day, he sat in on a first-grade 
classroom where the Sister teaching the class was reading 
the children a story about a pony. After reading the story, the 
Sister asked the children if they thought the Monsignor had 
ever ridden a pony. The children all answered, “No,” but the 
Monsignor explained that he had ridden a pony when he was 
young. One little boy, unfortunately, said, “But you couldn’t 
ride one now, because you’d squash the poor pony.” 
Fortunately — and to the relief of the Sister — the 
Monsignor laughed.90 

• According to NBA superstar Larry Bird, speaking in an 
interview with Tom Callahan, “The guy who won’t do his 
schoolwork misses the free throw at the end.” He and most 
of the other members of his high-school basketball team 
would practice shooting free throws at 6:30 a.m. before 
school started. One player, however, never showed up. 
Tournament time came, and that player missed the front end 
of three one-and-ones in a row during the regional finals. His 
— and Bird’s — team lost in overtime. Mr. Bird says, “I 

 
89 Source: Rabbi Joseph H. Gelberman, Zen Judaism: Teaching Tales 
of a Kabbalistic Rabbi, pp. 104-5. The pages of this volume are 
unnumbered, but I started counting with the Introduction as page 1. 

90 Source: Mary Kathleen Glavich, S.N.D., Catholic School Kids Say 
the Funniest Things, p. 85. 
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never said nothing to him. I just looked at him, and he 
knew.”91 

• Arlene Istar Lev, LCSW, CASAC, author of How Queer: 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Parenting, once 
watched a young boy do his homework: writing short 
sentences to describe the pictures on a worksheet. For a 
picture showing two short-haired children playing together, 
he wrote, “The boys are playing.” Ms. Lev asked him how 
he knew the two short-haired children were boys. He replied, 
“Because they don’t have dykes in school.” He was a smart 
boy. In his home life, he knew short-haired females, but he 
also knew that in school-worksheet pictures, girls always 
had long hair.92 

• Danny, the computer scientist brother of young people’s 
author William Sleator, had a hard time learning to read 
when he was a young child. One day, he went with his father 
to his father’s lab. Left alone for a short time, he studied a 
fire alarm on the wall and deciphered the word PULL. 
Having deciphered the word, he then followed the 
instructions and pulled, setting off the fire alarm. His father 
was not upset; instead, he was happy that Danny was finally 
showing signs that he was not illiterate.93 

• The grandmother of young adult author Chris Crutcher 
used to tell him a story about when his father was a boy. In 
the sixth grade, he came home and told her, “A lot of the 
other kids in my class think I’m arrogant.” She told him that 

 

91 Source: Dave Kindred, Heroes, Fools, and Other Dreamers, p. 8. 

92 Source: Arlene Istar Lev, “Gay parents and gender-bending 
children.” 11 July 2006 
<http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid33585.asp>. 

93 Source: William Sleator, Oddballs, p. 115. 
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he could change the other kids’ opinion of him by doing such 
things as not answering every question the teacher asked and 
letting the other kids have a chance to answer a few 
questions. Chris’ father thought for a moment, then said, 
“Naw, I’d rather be arrogant.”94 

• The pupils of a teacher wished to drive evil from the world, 
so they asked him how to do that. The teacher took his pupils 
to a dark basement and told them that they would drive the 
darkness from the basement. First, the teacher told his pupils 
to use sticks to beat the darkness out of the basement, but 
that didn’t work. Next, the teacher told his pupils to shout at 
and curse the darkness to drive it out of the basement, but 
that didn’t work. Finally, the teacher told his pupils to light 
a candle.95 

• Many students are afraid of being made uncomfortable in 
the classroom because of exposure to beliefs that are 
different from their own. Writer Anna Quindlen once asked 
Elizabeth Castelli, a professor of religion at Barnard College, 
if she did anything to keep her students from feeling 
uncomfortable in the classroom. She replied, “It is not my 
job to make people comfortable. It is [my job] to educate 
them.” Ms. Quindlen wrote that when she heard this, “I 
nearly stood up and cheered.”96 

• Following the 9-11 attack on the World Trade Center, 
many Americans wanted revenge. A week after the attack, 

 

94 Source: Chris Crutcher, King of the Mild Frontier, p. 84. 

95 Source: Simon Certner, editor, 101 Jewish Stories for Schools, 
Clubs and Camps, p. 6. 

96 Source: Anna Quindlen, ‘Be Not Afraid,’ a commencement address 
delivered May 17, 2005 to Barnard College. 
<http://www.beliefnet.com/story/167/story_16749_1.html>. 
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Dean Dorothy Denburg of Barnard College saw many 
people wearing Barnard College T-shirts on Fifth Avenue in 
New York passing out leaflets that called for tolerance 
toward people of all religions and all backgrounds. This took 
courage as many, many people, including high-ranking 
American politicians, wanted war, even against a country 
that had nothing to do with 9-11.97 

• Not everyone supports giving honorary degrees to 
celebrities, including royal celebrities. In 1986, Monash 
University gave Prince Philip an honorary science degree. 
To protest, the Monash Association of Students gave their 
own honorary degree — to a 21-month-old Chihuahua. 
Some people thought the Chihuahua deserved the honorary 
degree as much as the prince did. Other people disagree, 
saying that the Chihuahua deserved the honorary degree 
more than the prince did.98 

• At times, students become excited by learning. During 
Spring Quarter of 1970, Ohio University professor Robert 
DeMott offered a course titled “Writers of the Beat 
Movement.” The course drew so many students that there 
was standing room only, with many students spilling out of 
the classroom and into the hallway. Later in 1970, he taught 
an Honors course on beat poet Gary Snyder — the class met 

 
97 Source: Anna Quindlen, ‘Be Not Afraid,’ a commencement address 
delivered May 17, 2005 to Barnard College. 
<http://www.beliefnet.com/story/167/story_16749_1.html>. 

98 Source: Stuart Jeffries, “‘I’m a celebrity, get me an honorary 
degree!’” 6 July 2006 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,,1813415,00.html>. 
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in a teepee on property owned by an Ohio University art 
professor.99 

• Many books for young people have been censored or 
challenged, although defenders of free speech have often 
stood up to the would-be censors. For example, a librarian in 
the New York City school system threatened to quit if Paul 
Zindel’s novel The Pigman were placed in the library. Her 
supervisors told her to quit — if students wanted to read The 
Pigman, they could.100 

• Actor Will Smith’s father was strongly against illegal 
drugs. When Will was a teenager, his father drove him 
around the poorer sections of Philadelphia, showing him 
bums with nowhere to sleep but doorways. He told Will, 
“This is what people look like when they do drugs.” Will 
says, “I never tried drugs because I felt he would kill me. 
Literally.”101 

• In one of her classes, Marcia Worth-Baker decided to 
involve her students in an activity in which they put the 
ancient Greek god Zeus, god of lightning, on trial. However, 
the student playing Pandora, the prosecutor, got a lot of 
laughs when she announced that Zeus’ crimes included 
cutting in line and reading other people’s e-mail.102 

• As a kid, Indiana basketball coach Bobby Knight 
understood the value of reading. In his hometown of 

 

99 Source: Robert J. DeMott, Dave Smith: A Literary Archive, p. xiii. 

100 Source: Judy Blume, ed., Places I Never Meant to Be: Original 
Stories by Censored Authors, p. 161. 

101 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Will Smith: “I Like Blending a 
Message with Comedy,” pp. 17, 19. 

102 Source: Molly Hoekstra, editor, Am I Teaching Yet?, pp. 111-112. 
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Orrville, Ohio, the library posted a list of the 10 kids in town 
who had read the most books that week. Each week, young 
Bobby’s name was on that list — along with the names of 
nine girls.103 

• At the end of her second day in school, a first-grade student 
asked her teacher, “What did I do in school today?” 
Surprised, the teacher asked why the student had asked that. 
The student replied, “Well, I’m going home now, and when 
I get home, my mother will ask me that.”104 

• Some people are born teachers. Las Vegas elementary-
schoolteacher Ainslie Cole started teaching when she was a 
little girl — she taught her very first math lesson to a room 
filled with very special students: her stuffed animals.105 

• At a very young age, comedian Bill Hicks liked Elvis 
Presley. When Bill was in first grade, he lip-synched “All 
Shook Up” at school — on the teacher’s desk — for show 
and tell.106 

• Christian Johannsen was an exacting teacher of ballet. 
When he wished to give high praise to a student, he would 
tell him or her, “Now you may do that in public.”107 

 
103 Source: Dave Kindred, Heroes, Fools, and Other Dreamers, p. 45. 
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8. 

105 Source: Molly Hoekstra, editor, Am I Teaching Yet?, p. 26. 
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Chapter 3: From Fathers to Homes 

Fathers 

• Actor Will Smith learned a lot from his father while 
growing up in Philadelphia, PA. When Will was still in 
school, his father ordered him and his brother, Harry, to 
replace — brick by brick — a wall in their yard. Will 
couldn’t believe it because the wall was about 16 feet high 
and about 50 feet wide. He says, “I remember standing there 
thinking, ‘There is no way I will live to see this completed.’ 
He wanted us to build the Great Wall of Philly! I remember 
hoping that my father would get committed, because if he 
were in an insane asylum, then we wouldn’t have to finish 
the thing.” The wall took six months to rebuild, including 
mixing the concrete by hand. Of course, Will and Harry — 
and their father — were proud of their work when it was 
done. Today Will says, “Dad told me and my brother, ‘Now 
don’t you all ever tell me you can’t do something.’ I look 
back on that a lot of times in my life when I think I won’t be 
able to do something, and I tell myself, ‘One brick at a 
time.’”108 

• When children’s mystery writer Joan Lowery Nixon was a 
child, she studied arithmetic, but often ran into difficult 
problems. Her father was an accountant, and he would 
explain the process of solving the problems, and she would 
then do her homework. However, occasionally one or two 
problems were very difficult, and her father would not tell 
her how to solve them. Instead, he would tell her, “Think 
about them when you go to bed. Tell your mind to work on 
them. It will do this while you’re asleep. In the morning, 
when you wake up, you’ll be able to solve the problems.” 

 
108 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Will Smith: “I Like Blending a 
Message with Comedy,” pp. 14-15. 
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Later, Ms. Lowery read books about the subconscious, and 
she told her father, “You were way ahead of your time.” Her 
father laughed and replied, “It wasn’t my idea. My second-
grade teacher taught the process to me.”109 

• Both Lillian Moller Gilbreth and Frank Bunker Gilbreth 
were efficiency experts; indeed, Mr. Gilbreth invented the 
field and applied it to his personal life and the life of his 
family. Mr. Gilbreth even attempted to save time by shaving 
with two razors. (He had already cut — perhaps an 
unfortunate choice of words — 17 seconds from his shaving 
time by lathering his face with two brushes.) Unfortunately, 
Mr. Gilbreth cut himself with one of the razors and had to 
waste two minutes bandaging himself up. According to his 
children, “It wasn’t the slashed throat that really bothered 
him. It was the two minutes.”110 

• Elite gymnast Kerri Strug was badly injured at a meet at 
which her father was present. Someone told her father, “Dr. 
Strug, don’t worry. She’ll be fine for the U.S. 
Championships.” Dr. Strug got mad and replied, “I don’t 
care about any gymnastics meet or anything but Kerri right 
now. I don’t care if she ever walks into a gym again. I want 
to know if she’s ever going to be able to walk. I want to know 
if she’s ever going to be able to have children and hold her 
children in her arms.” Fortunately, Ms. Strug did recover 
with no ill effects — and she won a team gold medal at the 
1996 Olympics in Atlanta.111 

 

109 Source: Joan Lowery Nixon, The Making of a Writer, pp. 20-23. 

110 Source: Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr. and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, 
Cheaper by the Dozen, p. 3. 

111 Source: Kerri Strug, Landing on My Feet, pp. 120-121. 
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• Bob Newhart was a family man as well as a comedian and 
a comic actor. While making The Bob Newhart Show, he 
owned a very large watch instead of one of the small digital 
watches that were then becoming popular. When Oliver 
Clark, who played Mr. Herd on the sitcom, asked why he 
had bought such a large watch, Mr. Newhart replied that 
around 3 or 4 p.m. he would take a look at his watch, very 
obviously and very significantly, to let the people around 
him know that he was ready to go home and see his children. 
For that particular purpose, he needed a big watch.112 

• After lesbian comedian Kate Clinton came out to her father 
(he was good about it — he told her that he wanted her to be 
happy, to be safe, and to get health insurance), she invited 
him to dinner with her and some of her lesbian friends. No 
topics for discussion were off limits, except for one. For her 
own comfort, she told her friends not to talk about sex. Near 
the end of the meal, one of her friends asked her father, 
“Well, Mr. Clinton, what do you think we as gay people can 
do to make more bridges to straight people?” Her father 
replied, “Keep talking.”113 

• Financial writer Andrew Tobias knows two very intelligent 
gay parents. One father is American; the other father is 
French. That means that their two daughters are growing up 
bilingual in English and French. In addition, their 
housekeeper is Spanish and the only TV the two daughters 
were allowed to watch when they were younger was 
Spanish-language Disney tapes. The result: the girls are 
trilingual. By the way, the two girls were shocked when they 

 

112 Source: Joey Green, Hi Bob!, p. 10. 
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visited a young friend. They came home and shouted, 
“Daddy! Papa! Penelope’s TV speaks English!”114 

• Golfer Peter Jacobsen’s voice was used in the game Golden 
Tee Golf, which was very popular in bars. One day, Mr. 
Jacobsen’s two daughters, Kristen and Amy, were in a bar. 
Both were college students, both were underage, and both 
were using fake IDs to buy alcohol. Suddenly, they heard 
their father’s voice saying, “It’s great to be here.” “Oh, my 
God!” Amy said. “Kristen, Dad’s here!” Both daughters 
ducked under the bar table, hoping that their father had not 
seen them, then discovered that they were sitting next to a 
Golden Tee game.115 

• Christy Hauptman started skydiving as a teenager, but she 
had a rocky — and terrified — start. Her father took her up 
in an airplane, and she was supposed to jump out at 15,000 
feet. Instead, she started cursing and screamed at her father, 
“There’s no way I’m stepping out of this plane! I’ll die if I 
do!” (Many expletives have been deleted from that 
quotation.) This was the first time she had ever cursed that 
much — especially in front of her father. However, she 
decided to jump, she enjoyed it, and she has jumped 
hundreds of times since then.116 

• When Makeda Zook was in the third grade, a class project 
was to make a Father’s Day card. However, young Makeda 
had two lesbian mothers — her father was a sperm donor. 
Knowing this, her teacher asked her for which male in her 

 
114 Source: Andrew Tobias, “What’s Wrong with This Picture?” 13 
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life she would like to make a Father’s Day card. The choice 
was difficult — she could make a Father’s Day card for 
either her late grandfather, or for her guinea pig, which was 
a male. In the end, the card was gifted to Chocolate the 
guinea pig.117 

• Burt Strug met his future wife, Melanie, one summer. 
Within one month he had convinced her to transfer to his 
college — and within three months he had convinced her to 
marry him. Today, he tells their daughter, elite gymnast 
Kerri Strug, “If you ever do something that dumb for a boy, 
I’ll strangle you.”118 

• Tito Fuentes, a major-league infielder, disliked knock-
down pitches for what may — or may not — be a very good 
reason: “They shouldn’t throw at me. I’m the father of five 
or six kids.”119 

Food 

• William M. Gaines, the publisher of MAD magazine, loved 
food — and lots of it. One day, he treated the staff to a meal 
at the Gotham Bar and Grill, and when he ordered, he 
ordered LOTS of food. In fact, the number of entrees ordered 
at a MAD dinner usually numbered twice the number of 
diners. For one thing, Mr. Gaines would order a few entrees 
for himself only, as well as a few that were simply placed on 
the table so that anyone could help himself if he were so 
inclined. On this occasion, he and his staff ordered so many 
appetizers, entrees, desserts, and wines that a waitress 
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appeared on an errand from the kitchen. “The chef sent me 
out,” she said. “He wants to know, Who are you?” On one 
occasion, the wait staff brought over an additional table — 
not for extra diners, but simply to have room for all the food 
and drink that had been ordered. (This occasion turned into 
a four-hour feeding frenzy.) MAD writer Dick DeBartolo 
was a dessert freak, and at his first meal with Mr. Gaines, he 
told him that he always looked at the dessert menu first, so 
he would know whether to order a heavy or a light entree. 
Mr. Gaines said to order whatever he wanted for the entree 
and let him take care of dessert. When it was time for dessert, 
Mr. Gaines ordered one of every choice, so the waiter 
brought over an entire dessert cart and left it.120 

• When figure skater Sasha Cohen was a little girl, her 
parents would not let her eat junk food at home, so she had 
to get spoiled at her grandparents’ house. She remembers her 
grandmother’s brand of discipline: “Sasha, you cannot have 
ice cream if you do not finish your doughnut first!” Sasha 
was a lover of ice cream, even at age 5, so she loved her 
grandmother’s other strict rule: No child is allowed to eat ice 
cream more than three times per day. Her parents would 
sometimes indulge her with a kid’s ice cream cone away 
from the house, and Sasha remembers once requesting of the 
salesperson, “Please make my kid’s cone extra large.” He 
thought that this was funny, and so the scoop that he gave 
her was huge. She once ordered ice cream in a cup at a 
restaurant, but the server forgot to bring her a spoon. No 
problem. Young Sasha knew that spoons were located in a 
big container nearby, so she went to the container, which was 
high above her head, and she started pulling on it. Soon, the 
container and lots of silverware tumbled noisily to the 
ground. Everyone in the restaurant grew quiet, but little 

 

120 Source: Dick DeBartolo, Good Days and MAD, pp. 244-245, 249. 
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Sasha triumphantly held a spoon up and announced, “I got 
it!” The people in the restaurant applauded.121 

• Queen Kaahumanu was the first feminist of Hawaii. When 
she was born, women on the islands had to live by many 
rules. For example, women were not allowed to eat with the 
men, and women were not allowed to eat bananas, or pork, 
or coconuts, or baked dog. However, when her husband, 
King Kamehameda, died, Queen Kaahumanu decided to 
make a few changes. First, she became the joint ruler of the 
islands, along with Liholiho, her husband’s son by another 
wife. Then she and Liholiho’s mother started to change 
society by doing such things as eating bananas in front of the 
new king. The new king was open to the changes, and soon, 
the new king started eating at the same table with them. The 
Hawaiian people also welcomed the changes and made great 
changes in their way of living, including destroying many 
wooden idols.122 

• When David B. Feinberg got AIDS, he had to make 
changes to his diet. For example, he was advised to put on 
extra pounds while he still could because AIDS wastes away 
the body. Also, he had to avoid such foods as sushi and soft, 
runny cheeses — such as brie. This upset Mr. Feinberg. He 
complained to a friend named John Palmer Weir, Jr., “How 
can I be a card-carrying homo without brie?” Mr. Weir 
pointed out, “There’s still quiche. We’ll always have 
quiche.”123 

 

121 Source: Sasha Cohen, Fire on Ice, pp. 8, 10-11. 
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• Arturo Toscanini and Carla, his wife, once visited the home 
of Arthur O’Connell. Mrs. Toscanini, always a curious sort, 
went into the kitchen to investigate a huge pot of spaghetti. 
The Italian cook, always a sensitive sort, abandoned the 
kitchen to ask Mr. O’Connell who “that woman” was. 
Fortunately, the cook was pleased to learn that “that woman” 
was Mrs. Toscanini, and fortunately, the spaghetti was 
excellent and enjoyed by all.124 

• While in Paris, Robert Benchley told some friends that he 
had once had some memorable pressed duck in a restaurant 
in Montmartre, so they all set off for the restaurant. 
Unfortunately, after everyone had ordered and been served 
the pressed duck, Mr. Benchley recalled why the pressed 
duck was so memorable — it was the worst he had ever tried 
to eat.125 

• During Lent, many Christians give up something they like 
as a sign of penitence. One small boy gave up ice cream — 
“all except chocolate.”126 

Games and Contests 

• Young people’s novelist William Sleator grew up in a 
family of oddballs. When William was a young boy, his 
father, his younger sister Vicky, and he used to play a game. 
His father would blindfold them, drive them to a part of the 
city that William and Vicky had never been before, then drop 
them off and let them find their way back home. Of course, 
William and Vicky did have enough money to call home in 
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case they ran into trouble finding their way back. The only 
time they used the telephone money was when two of their 
friends came along to play the game and panicked. Then 
William and Vicky let their friends use the money to call 
their home. Unfortunately, since the two friends didn’t know 
where they were in the city, they also panicked their parents, 
who called Mr. Sleator. Mr. Sleator calmly finished his 
lunch, which he had just started eating, then drove off and 
found the children within 10 minutes. Meanwhile, the 
friends’ parents called the police, and both parents left the 
house to look for the children. Mr. Sleator did not know the 
police had been called, and he could not contact the friends’ 
parents, since they had both left home. (This was in the days 
before cell phones.) Perhaps understandably, the friends 
thereafter did not visit the Sleators.127 

• When Marvel Comics maven Stan Lee was fifteen years 
old, he started entering a news contest run by the New York 
Herald-Tribune. Contestants were supposed to write in 500 
words or fewer their pick for the top news story of the week. 
Mr. Lee entered the contest three times in a row, he won 
three times in a row, and the editor of the Herald-Tribune 
wrote him, saying to stop entering the contest so someone 
else could win for a change.128 

Gifts 

• When soprano Beverly Sills was a girl, she sang on Major 
Bowes’ radio broadcasts. During one broadcast, Major 
Bowes said that he had given young Beverly a gift for good 
luck: a small figurine of an elephant. In the days following, 
Beverly received through the mail gifts of hundreds of small 
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figurines of elephants. Beverly was intelligent. She 
mentioned on the air that she was upset because her mother 
wouldn’t let her have long dresses. Sure enough, dozens of 
gifts of long dresses arrived in the mail for Beverly. She 
continued to con the audience by mentioning occasionally 
that she liked such items as Mickey Mouse watches and 
sleds.129 

• When children’s book author Sid Fleischman started going 
bald, his kids made him a hairpiece — they clipped hair from 
the family pet dog and glued it to fabric. Mr. Fleischman 
writes in his autobiography, The Abracadabra Kid, that he 
was very happy with the gift — “It gave me a punk 
pompadour decades before spiked hairdos became 
trendy.”130 

• Dr. Barry Herman, a school principal in New Haven, 
Connecticut, once bought candy for an ill teacher, then 
presented it to her, saying, “Something sweet for a sweet 
person.” Unfortunately, he had bought the candy at random, 
not bothering to read the label, which said, “Sour balls.”131 

Good Deeds 

• Meredith Mendelson went to sea with Ocean Classroom 
when she was in high school. She worked hard both mentally 
and physically — going to sleep was no problem because she 
was so tired. One of the highlights of the trip was seeing a 
pod of humpback whales circling their ship. Unfortunately, 
this peaceful, quiet scene was ruined when several whale-
watching boats came out from shore carrying tourists who 
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wanted to see the whales. Their oohs, aahs, and other noises 
drove the whales away, as did their motors and diesel fuel. 
The tourists ruined the intimacy of the encounter with the 
whales for the sailors of Ocean Classroom. By the way, 
sometimes whales become entangled in nets and flotation 
devices left behind by fishermen, leading to death. In 2005 
in Gordon’s Bag, South Africa, police diver Eben Lourens 
cut away most of the ropes entangling a southern right 
whale. National Sea Rescue Institute Gordon’s Bay Station 
Commander Stuart Burgess said, “We slowly approached 
[the whale] until we were about 30m away and then cut the 
engines. The whale swam up and gently bumped our rescue 
boat. At that point we got good visuals of the problem.” He 
added, “We could see the ropes and buoys entangled around 
the tail and the pieces trailing behind her.” Mr. Lourens was 
deployed ahead of the whale, and as the whale swam past 
him, he grabbed onto the fishing net and started cutting the 
ropes. He cut away most of the ropes and all of the flotation 
devices. Mr. Stuart said, “Although there is still some rope 
attached to the whale, we were unable to do more and we 
suspect that the remaining rope will fall free as it untangles.” 
Mr. Lourens said, “It’s not something I’d done before, so the 
adrenalin was pumping through me. But it was very 
satisfying afterwards.” After the rescue, the whale was 
swimming much more easily. Mr. Burgess said that 
commercial crayfishers often left their nets behind: “We find 
them all the time. In one afternoon recently we found four of 
them.” The nets are hazardous not only for whales, he said, 
but also for boats — especially at night. Freeing a whale can 
be very dangerous — even deadly — work. Nan Rice of the 
Save the Whales Campaign said, “It is very dangerous to 
attempt such a thing without the proper equipment and tools. 
The public must take note and not try and do this by 
themselves. You cannot swim up to a whale and try to cut it 
loose. It is extremely dangerous.” In New Zealand, a diver 
was killed during an attempted whale rescue, she said: “The 
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whale slammed its tail down on top of him, and he was gone. 
I feel that human lives are just as valuable as those of 
animals, and I don’t think it is right to risk one for the 
other.”132 

• Civilians suffer during war, including the American Civil 
War. A hungry Virginian woman appeared at the Union 
camp of General Newton M. Curtis, asking for help. 
However, she was required to take an oath of allegiance to 
the Union cause before receiving food or other help. This she 
declined to do because both her husband and her son were 
fighting for the Confederate cause. Rather than letting her 
depart without help, General Curtis gave her money from his 
own pocket so she could buy food and other necessities.133 

• In July 1863, a 16-year-old Confederate woman named 
Cornelia Barrett did a remarkable good deed for a dying 
Yankee soldier. He requested that she write a letter for him 
to his fiancée. He also requested that she send his fiancée a 
lock of his hair and his gold ring. She did as he asked, and a 
few months later she received a letter from the soldier’s 
sweetheart, thanking her for her kindness.134 

 
132 Source: Tina Schwager and Michele Schuerger, Gutsy Girls, pp. 
43, 45-46. Also: “Diver happy to play a role in whale rescue.” Good 
News Blog. 31 July 2005 
<http://www.goodnewsblog.com/2005/07/31/diver-happy-to-play-a-
role-in-whale-rescue>. Also: “Tangled GB whale gets helping hand. 
South Africa.” Tursipos.org. 4 August 2005 
<http://tursiops.org/modules.php?name=News&file=print&sid=1480>. 

133 Source: Daniel N. Rolph, My Brother’s Keeper, p. 82. 

134 Source: Daniel N. Rolph, My Brother’s Keeper, pp. 79-80. 
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Grandparents 

• The grandparents of children’s book writer Phyllis 
Reynolds Naylor were characters. She called her paternal 
grandparents Pappaw and Mammaw. They began courting 
when she was an infant, and he was a little boy. He would 
pick her up and say, “This is the girl I’m going to marry.” 
They did marry — when Mammaw was 15 years old and still 
playing with dolls. In contrast, her maternal grandparents 
were adults when they began to court. Her grandfather sent 
her grandmother a letter, asking two weeks in advance if he 
could go with her to church. He also offered to have a 
prominent doctor send a letter to her father stating that the 
man who wished to court his daughter had a good 
character.135 

• The grandfather of Christian writer Dale Hanson Bourke 
was quite a lively and feisty character. One day, as he was 
driving during rush hour, a large bus edged him out of the 
lane he was driving in. This made Grandpa angry, so he 
rolled down his window and shouted at the bus driver to get 
out of his lane. The bus driver refused, saying that his bus 
was bigger than Grandpa’s car. Therefore, Grandpa reached 
for a sledgehammer he was hauling in his car, hammered a 
large dent in the side of the bus, then drove off. Grandpa was 
also a mighty evangelizer — sometimes he even grabbed 
people by the lapels of their clothing and asked them, “Are 
you saved?”136 

• When Grandma Moses at age 80 was invited to attend her 
first important one-person art exhibit at the Galerie St. 
Etienne in New York City, she declined to go. Why? As she 

 
135 Source: Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, How I Came to Be a Writer, pp. 
129-130. 

136 Source: Dale Hanson Bourke, Everyday Miracles, pp. 96-97. 
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explained to the gallery director, Otto Kallir, she had no 
reason to go — she had already seen all of the paintings. 
Shortly afterward, she did attend an exhibition of her 
paintings at a Gimbel Brothers department store in New 
York City. She brought some of her homemade bread and 
preserves, reasoning that since she had won prizes for them 
and not her paintings at the county fair, people would be 
asking her about food and not about art.137 

• TV’s Mister Rogers was a rambunctious kid. Whenever he 
was attempting to walk on a stone wall at his grandparents’ 
farm and his mother or grandmother would try to stop him, 
his grandfather, who was named Fred McFeely, would tell 
them, “Let the kid walk on the wall. He’s got to learn to do 
things for himself.” Mister Rogers loved his grandfather, and 
in his TV “neighborhood,” one of the characters was a lively 
old deliveryman named Mr. McFeely.138 

• When the young granddaughter of artist Edna Hibel 
developed “lazy eye” and had to wear an eye patch under her 
glasses, Ms. Hibel taped over one lens of her glasses and 
painted a rose on it as a decoration to make wearing the eye 
patch a more pleasurable experience.139 

Halloween 

• Joe, the young son of Lisa M. Wayman, RN, started 
chemotherapy to treat his cancer, and his hair fell out. 
Therefore, for his Halloween costume, he dressed up as his 
bald father. Young Joe even wore a fake beard. Before he 

 

137 Source: Tom Biracree, Grandma Moses, pp. 64, 73. 

138 Source: Fred Rogers, The World According to Mister Rogers, p. 
24. 

139 Source: Olga Cossi, Edna Hibel: Her Life and Art, p. 120. 
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died, he taught his mother not to be so serious all the time 
and to laugh occasionally.140 

Homes 

• Many families have a hard time sharing a bathroom, which 
is sometimes the busiest room in a house. However, when 
Paris Singer of the family that manufactured Singer sewing 
machines bought modern dance pioneer Isadora Duncan a 
hotel outside Paris to serve as her dancing school, she didn’t 
have to worry about that problem. Of the hotel’s 200 rooms, 
80 were bathrooms!141 

• Not all volcanic eruptions are swift. In Hawaii, one volcano 
emitted molten lava slowly. In fact, residents on the island 
had plenty of time to leave their houses and move their 
household possessions out of the line of lava. In some cases, 
people sat on lawn chairs and drank cold beer from a safe 
distance as they watched the molten lava flow upon and 
destroy their houses.142 

 
140 Source: Linda Gambee Henry and James Douglas Henry, The Soul 
of the Caring Nurse, pp. 8-9. 

141 Source: Barbara O’Connor, Barefoot Dancer: The Story of Isadora 
Duncan, pp. 67-68. 

142 Source: Trina Robbins, Eternally Bad: Goddesses with Attitude, p. 
36. 
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Chapter 4: From Husbands and Wives to Music 

Husbands and Wives 

• MAD magazine publisher William M. Gaines met his wife, 
Annie, through the mail. As a sophomore at Penn State, she 
was assigned a project on pollution, and she wanted an 
article on pollution that had appeared in MAD magazine. 
Unable to find it in her personal collection (she was a MAD 
fan), she sent a dollar bill to the offices of MAD and 
requested a copy of the article. Mr. Gaines sent her a note 
saying, “Never send cash through the mail,” and he enclosed 
both a check for $1 and an offer to send her the article for 
free — as long as she sent him a photograph of herself. She 
sent him a Playboy centerfold along with a detailed list of 
ways in which she did not resemble the centerfold model. 
Sometime later, they met in person and liked each other. 
(Things really got serious when Mr. Gaines met an ex-
boyfriend of hers and noticed that the ex-boyfriend was 
heavy, like him.)143 

• When American realist painter Andrew Wyeth proposed to 
Betsy James, she accepted immediately. Later, she said, “I 
knew at some point somebody was going to find me and 
know what I was all about. And it happened. Just like that. 
Boom!” Betsy was responsible for making Andrew 
independent of the instruction of his father, the eminent 
illustrator N.C. Wyeth. One day, she saw the two men 
together with an illustration of an Indian head that Andrew 
was creating for a book jacket. N.C. was touching up the 
illustration. Enraged, she left the room, slamming the door 
behind her. Thereafter, N.C. left his son’s artwork alone.144 

 

143 Source: Dick DeBartolo, Good Days and MAD, pp. 60-61. 

144 Source: Richard Meryman, Andrew Wyeth, pp. 71, 74. 
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• Gymnasts can have more than one dream. In 1974, Joan 
Moore seemed poised to become the United States’ first 
woman gymnast to win an Olympic medal. At the United 
States Elite Nationals in 1971, she tied for first in the all-
around competition with Linda Matheny. In 1972, she tied 
for first with Cathy Rigby. In 1973 and 1974, she won with 
no ties. However, in late 1974, she gave up the dream of an 
Olympic medal for a dream that was also important to her. 
She gave up her amateur status and Olympic eligibility so 
that she and her then-husband, Bob Rice, could open a 
gymnastics school in Minnesota.145 

• Insult comedian Don Rickles is much different off stage 
than he is on. When he first met Bob Newhart’s wife, Ginny, 
he talked about how much he loved his one-year-old 
daughter, who was named Mindy, and how much he hated 
being separated from her when he was on the road 
performing. After Mr. Rickles had left, Ginny told Bob, 
“That is the most darling man I’ve ever met. You just want 
to hug him.” A little later, they caught Mr. Rickles’ act, in 
which he told the audience, “Ladies and gentlemen, Bob 
Newhart is here with his wife, a former hooker from 
Bayonne, New Jersey.” (Despite this beginning, they all 
became friends and have traveled the world together.)146 

• Married couples get divorced for different reasons. Early 
20th-century cartoonist Rose Cecil O’Neill was divorced 
twice in an era when that was very unusual and very suspect. 
One of her divorces resulted from her habit of speaking baby 
talk. However, despite this habit she was very capable of 
producing serious work. One of her cartoons — on a 

 
145 Source: Linda Jacobs, Joan Moore Rice: The Olympic Dream, pp. 
7-8, 11, 32. 

146 Source: Joey Green, Hi Bob!, p. 11. 
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postcard — was titled “Give Mother the Vote: We Need It” 
and showed her usual cute, cuddly cartoon characters with 
this verse underneath the cartoon: “Isn’t it a funny thing / 
That father cannot see / Why Mother ought to have a vote / 
On how these things should be?”147 

• After working at the Disney studio, animator John Sibley 
stopped for a drink. One drink led to another, and he arrived 
home late — very late. However, his loving wife was waiting 
for him. She was dressed very elegantly, made up very 
beautifully, and had been eagerly looking forward to her 
husband’s taking her out to dine and dance — as he had 
promised. (It was their wedding anniversary.) Mr. Sibley 
recognized his error, but being never at a loss for humorous 
words, he asked her, “What’s new?” Of course, his loving 
wife forgave him, but it took time. (Three years.)148 

• A woman who owned many slaves asked Rabbi Joshua 
what God had been doing since He created the universe. 
Rabbi Joshua answered that God had been busy pairing 
people into couples: husband and wife. The woman thought 
that she could do that as well as God, so she paired her slaves 
into couples, man and woman, and she made them get 
married. The next day, the slaves were in bad shape because 
of the fights that they had had, so she decided that she had 
better let God pair people into couples in the future.149 

• Soprano Helen Traubel married too early, fell in love with 
another man, and divorced her husband so she could marry 
the other man. While visiting her native St. Louis, she met 

 

147 Source: Trina Robbins, The Great Women Cartoonists, pp. 2, 5, 8. 

148 Source: Jack Kinney, Walt Disney and Other Assorted Characters, 
p. 160. 

149 Source: Moses Gaster, The Exempla of the Rabbis, pp. 55-56. 
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her first husband in the street. He asked her, “What do you 
remember of our marriage, Helen?” She replied, honestly, “I 
have a very pleasant memory of being married to a 
wonderful young man.” He then said, “Yes, but we’re all 
older now, aren’t we?” They shook hands, and that was the 
last time they met.150 

• Rabbi Yosef Chayim Sonnenfeld was once asked if it was 
OK to have a hot drink before saying the morning prayers. 
He replied that it was OK. Someone who knew the good 
rabbi well pointed out that he never had a hot drink before 
morning prayers. Rabbi Yosef replied, “You are right, but I 
don’t for a special reason. I am afraid that if I have a hot 
drink before morning prayers, my wife might wake up early 
in the morning to warm the water for me.” (At the time, that 
took considerable effort, including making a fire.)151 

• Jerry Spinelli, author of Stargirl, a young people’s novel 
about a free spirit, met his wife, Eileen Mesi, when she left 
a chocolate Easter bunny on his desk. (They worked at the 
same place.) Ms. Mesi carried around loose-leaf binders 
filled with her poetry, which she made him read. Not 
surprisingly, Ms. Mesi was the real-life model for Stargirl 
(the lead character in Mr. Spinelli’s novel Stargirl) — and 
today she is a published author.152 

• Connie Small, born 1898, was a lighthouse keeper’s wife 
when lighthouses weren’t automated with electricity. 
Instead, they were lit with kerosene, and it took 20 minutes 
to light a lighthouse. One lighthouse she and her husband 

 

150 Source: Helen Traubel, St. Louis Woman, pp. 75. 

151 Source: Netzach, editor, Chesed: The World is Built upon 
Kindness, p. 27. 

152 Source: David Seidman, Jerry Spinelli, pp. 25-26. 
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stayed at was in New England, and sometimes she saw no 
one but her husband for four months at a time.153 

• An actress’ body is her instrument. Early in their marriage, 
Mel Brooks touched Anne Bancroft during an argument. She 
immediately drew herself up and said haughtily, “Don’t you 
dare touch my instrument!” Mr. Brooks said, “Oh, so this is 
your instrument?” “Yes,” she replied. “This is my 
instrument.” “OK,” said Mr. Brooks. “Play ‘Melancholy 
Baby.’”154 

• Early in the 20th century, Annie Reel, born 1893, met 
William Cogburn who was a police officer in Asheville, 
North Carolina. Mr. Cogburn asked her to marry him, but 
she replied, “Well, everyone wants to get married. But I 
don’t want to get married without a house.” So, she says, Mr. 
Cogburn built her a house, and “then I had to get 
married.”155 

• Flemish painter Peter Bruegel married a woman who lied a 
lot. Before he married her, they agreed that every time she 
lied Mr. Bruegel would notch a stick, and they agreed that 
when the stick was notched from top to bottom, then the 
marriage would be over. Mr. Bruegel used a very long stick, 
but the marriage was soon over.156 

 

153 Source: Jeanne Marie Laskas, We Remember, pp. 35-37. 

154 Source: Roger Ebert, “Here’s to Anne Bancroft (1931-2005).” 8 
June 2005 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050607/
PEOPLE/506080301>. 

155 Source: Jeanne Marie Laskas, We Remember, p. 40. 

156 Source: Kathleen Krull, Lives of the Artists, p. 22. 
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• Movie director Steven Spielberg says that in his second 
marriage — this time to actress Kate Capshaw — he 
understands that the rules of marriage say that he can’t be a 
workaholic. According To Mr. Spielberg, “I perfectly 
understand the ground rules — 8:30 to 5:30 Monday to 
Friday is mine. Everything else is Kate’s.”157 

• Pianist Anton Rubinstein liked to stay in bed much too late. 
Fortunately, his wife figured out a way to get him out of bed. 
She would play an incomplete chord on the piano. This so 
bothered her husband that he would get out of bed, go to the 
piano, and complete the chord. While he was up, his wife 
stripped the bed.158 

• Two Quakers by the name of Rachel Kirk and Phillip Price 
got married. (Mr. Price was the 4th Superintendent of 
Westtown School.) Ms. Kirk was asked how she had ever 
consented to give up such a wonderful name as Kirk (which 
means “Church”). She replied, “Oh, I got a good Price for 
it.”159 

• Russian bass Feodor Chaliapine knew a military man 
named General Ernst, who sometimes quarreled with his 
wife. When the arguments grew especially heated, she would 
sit at the piano and play the Russian National Anthem, 
forcing the general to come to attention and stop 
quarreling.160 

 

157 Source: Tom Powers, Steven Spielberg: Master Storyteller, p. 111. 

158 Source: Dudley Moore, Musical Bumps, p. 52. 

159 Source: Helen White Charles, collector and editor, Quaker 
Chuckles, p. 80. 

160 Source: Feodor Ivanovitch Chaliapine, Pages From My Life: An 
Autobiography, p. 142. 
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• When Morrie Turner, creator of the comic strip Wee Pals, 
wanted to propose to his girlfriend, Letha, he carefully 
prepared the words he wanted to speak to her, but he was so 
nervous when the time came to propose that all he could say 
at first was, “Will you, will you, will you?”161 

• Many children’s book illustrators put their spouses and 
children in their artistic creations. Jane Dyer once put her 
husband in an illustration in which she gave him striped 
socks and fairy wings. He requested that she not put him in 
any more illustrations.162 

• French-American modern artist Marcel Duchamp enjoyed 
playing chess. In fact, on his honeymoon his wife got so 
annoyed at his chess playing that she glued all the chess 
pieces to the playing board. (They were divorced a few 
months later.)163 

• Daniel Keyes wrote much of “Flowers for Algernon” on 
his typewriter at night while his wife, Aurea, was sleeping in 
the same room. She got so used to his typing that when he 
stopped she would wake up and ask, “What’s the matter?”164 

Illness 

• Kazuko came from a very traditional Japanese family, but 
she ended up getting a Fulbright scholarship and moving to 

 
161 Source: Mary Kentra Ericsson, Morrie Turner: Creator of “Wee 
Pals,” p. 58. 

162 Source: Pat Cummings, compiler and editor, Talking with Artists, 
Volume 3, p. 33. 

163 Source: Kathleen Krull, Lives of the Artists, p. 67. 

164 Source: Daniel Keyes, Algernon, Charlie and I: A Writer’s 
Journey, p. 97. 
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New York City. Once, she returned home when both of her 
parents were ill and in the hospital. Being a dutiful daughter, 
she spent time with both parents. Because they were on 
different floors, she would spend time with one parent, then 
go to a different floor and spend time with the other parent. 
This, however, was something that the lady who shared a 
room with her mother did not know. This lady’s daughter 
was dutiful indeed, spending morning, afternoon, and 
evening with her. When Kazuko had to return to New York, 
this lady gave her a gift: a box of seaweed in a bag that had 
written on it traditional Japanese calligraphy. Kazuko 
thanked the lady for the gift, then carried it on board a train, 
where she fell asleep. When she woke up, she deciphered the 
calligraphy — and was horrified because it said, “Those who 
betray and do not take care of parents will be punished for 
not knowing the virtue of filial piety.” While Kazuko had 
been sleeping, other Japanese people on the train had been 
able to read the calligraphy and receive the clear message 
that she was a bad daughter!165 

• When Quaker humorist Tom Mullen went into a hospital 
to have his colon removed, he met a nurse who had 
undergone the same medical procedure and so was able to 
answer his questions and joke with him about the procedure. 
For example, with no colon, the patient must wear a bag into 
which the feces collect. Mr. Mullen asked what he should do 
if the bag broke, and the nurse replied, “Stand downwind.” 
The nurse also said that men have an advantage over women 
in undergoing this procedure: “Both men and women wear 
bags, but we women have to find shoes to match.”166 

 

165 Source: Simon Doonan, Wacky Chicks, p. 205. 

166 Source: Tom Mullen, Living Longer and Other Sobering 
Possibilities, p. 9. 



 65 

Language 

• Opera singer Helen Traubel was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri, at a time when the best opera singers were thought 
to come from Europe. In Seattle, a surprised woman told Ms. 
Traubel’s husband, “Why, your wife speaks almost perfect 
English! How long has she been in this country?” Ms. 
Traubel’s husband replied, “All her life, and if I told you how 
long that is, she would shoot me first and divorce me 
later.”167 

• As an elite figure skater, Sarah Hughes had the opportunity 
to compete in other countries while taking Spanish in high 
school. When she learned that she would compete in 
Mexico, she was excited about practicing her Spanish on the 
Mexicans. It didn’t work out the way she expected, though, 
because the Mexicans were even more excited about 
practicing their English on Sarah.168 

• Early in his career, Russian bass Feodor Chaliapine once 
knew an Italian ballerina named Tornaghi who danced in his 
country but was homesick for Italy. To comfort her, he used 
to say all the Italian words he knew at that time: allegro 
andante religioso moderato.” (Later, he married her.)169 

Letters 

• Sid Fleischman, author of the McBroom comedy series of 
children’s books, is a very good writer — so are many of the 
children who write him letters. In his autobiography, The 

 

167 Source: Helen Traubel, St. Louis Woman, pp. 243-244. 

168 Source: Alina Sivorinovsky, Sarah Hughes: Skating to the Stars, 
pp. 51-52. 

169 Source: Feodor Ivanovitch Chaliapine, Pages From My Life: An 
Autobiography, p. 179. 
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Abracadabra Kid, Mr. Fleischman includes brief selections 
from some of the letters that children have written him. A 
few examples: “Dear Sid Fleischman, I have read Mr. 
Mysterious & Company. It is the second best book I ever 
read.” “Dear Sid, I think for a man you write pretty good 
books.” “Sorry I can’t talk long, but I’m planning to write to 
the president.”170 

• Composer Franz Joseph Haydn married a woman who was 
difficult to get along with, and he was happy when his work 
took him away from her for long periods of time. During one 
occasion when Mr. Haydn was long away from his wife, a 
visitor asked him about several unopened letters piled up on 
his desk. Mr. Haydn replied, “They’re from my wife. We 
write to each other every month, but I don’t bother to open 
her letters, and I’m sure she doesn’t open mine.”171 

• Amelia Earhart flew airplanes at a time when that was 
dangerous; therefore, at various times in her life, such as 
immediately before attempting to become the first woman 
passenger to fly across the Atlantic Ocean, she wrote 
“popping-off” letters to her family and friends. These were 
letters that would be delivered to her family and friends if 
she died in the attempt to set a new record.172 

• The Wee Pals comic strip features a rainbow of children of 
all races, both genders, and a few handicaps. Because of the 
black children in the comic strip, people sometimes wrote 
the strip’s creator, Morrie Turner, to ask if he really knew 

 

170 Source: Sid Fleischman, The Abracadabra Kid, pp. 1, 5, 9. 

171 Source: Dudley Moore, Musical Bumps, pp. 45-46. 

172 Source: Nancy Shore, Amelia Earhart, p. 50. 
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any black people. He would write back, “Only my mother 
and father, my wife, and my son.”173 

• While working at Marvel Comics, Stan Lee wrote a 
“Soapbox” column. Of course, he received many, many 
letters asking many, many questions. One of his favorite 
letters asked him, “What do you want to be when you grow 
up?”174 

Money 

• As a Methodist preacher in Texas, Edwin Porter attended 
the Annual Conference every year. This was a big deal 
because at it he would find out to which church he would be 
assigned for the following year. A Porter family tradition 
was to take along one of the children to the Annual 
Conference when he or she reached the age of 11. Alyene 
Porter, the youngest daughter, wondered why this great 
privilege was given at the age of 11, instead of some other 
age. Brother Hugh speculated it was because at age 11 the 
children’s understanding was more developed, but brother 
Paul Candler came up with a different reason: “It was the last 
year we could ride the train for half fare.”175 

• When telephone psychic Dougall Fraser was working for 
the Psychic Friends Network, a woman who called herself 
Champagne called him every morning at 11 a.m. to ask such 
questions as “When is my husband getting out of jail?” and 
“When am I getting my welfare check?” Finally, Mr. Fraser 
could stand it no longer and told her, “Champagne, the next 

 
173 Source: Mary Kentra Ericsson, Morrie Turner: Creator of “Wee 
Pals,” p. 69. 

174 Source: Stan Lee and George Mair, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of 
Stan Lee, p. 151. 

175 Source: Alyene Porter, Papa was a Preacher, pp. 73-74. 
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time you want to call me, I want you to take $50, open a 
window, and throw it out. Because that’s what you’re doing 
every day. It is a complete waste of your money.” She 
slammed down the telephone receiver and never called him 
again.176 

• In 1978, running back Preston Pearson and his Dallas 
Cowboys lost in the Super Bowl to the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
As it happened, Mr. Pearson and his wife lived in Pittsburgh, 
and he gave his check for playing in the Super Bowl to his 
wife to deposit in a Pittsburgh bank. The bank teller looked 
at the size of the check, then told Mrs. Pearson that she was 
entitled to a free gift, although she might not want it. She 
didn’t. The free gift was a recording of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers fight song.177 

• Spanish painter Francisco Goya could be both generous 
and shrewd with his money. When his brother wanted to 
borrow money from him, Mr. Goya recognized that often 
relatives are very slow in repaying money borrowed from 
other family members. Therefore, Mr. Goya gave the money 
to a friend and told him to lend it to his brother without 
telling his brother the true source of the money.178 

• When movie critic Roger Ebert was a child, he met J.C. 
Penney, the founder of the famous department store. Mr. 
Penney, then an old man, gave young Roger a penny and 
some financial advice — if you want dimes and dollars to 
take care of themselves, you need to take care of pennies and 
nickels. Roger saved ten cents, then he went to see a movie 

 
176 Source: Dougall Fraser, “Bells Are Ringing!” May 2005 
<http://www.beliefnet.com/story/166/story_16671_1.html>. 

177 Source: Bart Rockwell, World’s Strangest Football Stories, p. 53. 

178 Source: Ann Waldron, Francisco Goya, p. 27. 
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for nine cents. This left a penny, which he promptly invested 
in an all-day sucker.179 

Mothers 

• When Olympic gold medal-winning gymnast Kerri Strug 
was in the fourth grade, she spent six months working on a 
science project: a biosphere in a large aquarium. 
Unfortunately, when her brother drove her and her science 
project to school, he had to hit his brakes to avoid a collision 
with another car. The aquarium shattered, destroying six 
months of work, with dirt, water, frogs, and fish scattered 
everywhere. Fortunately, her mother was able to bring Kerri 
another aquarium, and they put the science project back 
together. However, Kerri told her mother, “This is the worst 
day of my life.” Her mother then said something wise and 
wonderful: “I’ll be happy if this is your worst day.” (For the 
worst day, it wasn’t so bad — Kerri’s science project won 
second prize.)180 

• Soprano Beverly Sills stopped singing and taking voice 
lessons after giving birth to two children with handicaps. 
Muffy, her daughter, was a happy child, but she suffered 
from deafness. Peter, her son, suffered from mental 
retardation. Ms. Sills devoted much time to her children, but 
eventually her husband thought that it would be best if she 
did more than look after and help their children. Therefore, 
for her 33rd birthday, he gave her 52 round-trip airplane 
tickets between Boston, where they lived, and New York, 

 
179 Source: Roger Ebert, “Plowing Field’s won’t grow business.” 22 
September 2005 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050922/
COMMENTARY/509220301>. 

180 Source: Kerri Strug, Heart of Gold. This book has unnumbered 
pages. 
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where Estelle Liebling, her voice teacher, lived. Ms. Sills 
began taking voice lessons again, and she began singing in 
public again.181 

• Children’s book writer Phyllis Reynolds Naylor grew up 
during the Depression, when money was hard to come by. 
Entering kindergarten, she had only two dresses: one with 
red checks and one with blue checks. Her mother told her 
that if she alternated the dresses, wearing one the first day 
and the other the second day and so on, then everyone would 
think that she had more dresses than she really had. This 
made young Phyllis think how clever her mother was.182 

• Nancy Stanford sat in a rocking chair to read a story to a 
group of first graders who sat at her feet. As she read the 
story, she felt a small hand rub her ankle, then her calf. 
Rather than disturb story time, she decided to continue 
reading the story to its end, then reprimand the child rubbing 
her leg. At the end of the story, she looked down, and a little 
boy told her, “Your leg feels just like my mother’s.” She did 
not reprimand the child.183 

• Ezra Stone played the part of teenager Harry Aldrich on 
The Aldrich Family radio program. Following World War II, 
because space was lacking, he shared his dressing room with 
singer Jo Stafford. One day, his mother came to visit and was 
surprised to find his dressing room closet filled with frilly 
feminine garments. Mr. Stone, a happily married man, had 

 

181 Source: Bridget Paolucci, Beverly Sells, pp. 50-53. 

182 Source: Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, How I Came to Be a Writer, pp. 
2-3. 

183 Source: Larry A. Parsons, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to 
the School Library, p. 112. 
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to convince his mother that he was not keeping a mistress on 
the side.184 

• Wilma Rudolph suffered from polio when she was a child, 
paralyzing her left leg. The doctors said that she would never 
walk again, but her mother told her that she would walk 
again. Ms. Rudolph says, “I believed my mother.” After 
finally being able to walk without the aid of a brace, she 
starred on her high school basketball team. Later, she won 
gold in track at the 1960 Olympic Games.185 

• Like her famous son, Mark Twain’s mother was funny. As 
a boy, he was often ill. When his mother was 88 years old, 
he asked her about his early years, saying, “I suppose that 
during all that time you were uneasy about me?” She 
admitted that was true. Mr. Twain then asked her, “Afraid I 
wouldn’t live?” His mother paused for a moment, then said, 
“No — afraid you would.”186 

• World-famous window dresser (and author) Simon 
Doonan and his sister loved their mother, Betty. Why? For 
one thing, upon request, she would take out her false teeth 
and recite the alphabet. Simon and his sister would be lying 
on the floor laughing hard even before she reached the 
unpronounceable (to people without teeth) letter H.187 

• Once a mother, always a mother. Sculptor Louise Nevelson 
was justly proud of her son, Myron “Mike” Nevelson, who 
was also a sculptor. One of Mike’s friends once heard him 
on the telephone talking to his mother. The middle-aged 

 

184 Source: Jim Harmon, The Great Radio Comedians, pp. 95-96. 

185 Source: Kathleen Krull, Lives of the Athletes, pp. 71, 73. 

186 Source: John D. Evans, A Tom Sawyer Companion, p. 59. 

187 Source: Simon Doonan, Wacky Chicks, pp. 229-230. 
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sculptor said, “Yes, Mother. Yes, I’ve eaten. I’ve had lunch. 
I have eaten, Mother.”188 

• Helen White Charles’ mother, a Quaker, was often funny. 
One day, she was dining in a Germantown restaurant, and a 
waiter noticed that she hadn’t finished her meal. The waiter 
asked, “You haven’t eaten your steak. Why do you come in 
here?” She replied, “Oh, we like the waiters.”189 

• W.C. Fields, Jr., neither smoked nor drank, unlike his 
famous father. Why not? His mother had made him promise 
that he would not smoke or drink until he was 20 years old, 
and when he reached that age, he discovered that he did not 
want to smoke or drink.190 

• The mother of New Yorker cartoonist George Booth gave 
him good advice: “Always stand upright. Act like you know 
what you’re doing, even if you don’t. Finally, no matter what 
you’re getting paid, give it plenty of oomph!”191 

• When Marc Cherry, the openly gay creator of TV’s 
Desperate Housewives, came out to his mother, she told him, 
“Well, I’d love you even if you were a murderer.” This line 
was so funny that he wrote it into the TV series.192 

 

188 Source: Michael Cain, Louise Nevelson, p. 95. 

189 Source: Helen White Charles, collector and editor, Quaker 
Chuckles, Preface. 

190 Source: Jack Kinney, Walt Disney and Other Assorted Characters, 
p. 188. 

191 Source: Liza Donnelly, Funny Ladies, p. 17. 

192 Source: Eddie Shapiro, “Desperate Dishing.” 2 October 2005 
<http://www2.out.com/detail.asp?id=13384>. 
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• A boy was showing off his new puppy. Asked whether it 
was a male or a female, he showed its belly side to his 
mother, who told him, “It’s a boy.” Her son told his friends, 
“She can tell just by looking at the bottoms of their feet.”193 

Music 

• As a child, violinist Josef Gingold had a mother who was 
very supportive of his musical interests and of him. One 
Friday, a truant officer showed up at her house to tell her that 
Josef had missed school four Fridays in a row and was 
probably doing such things as playing pool with bums. Mrs. 
Gingold told the truant officer, “As a matter of fact, he’s in 
the other room practicing.” She then picked up a rolling pin 
and added, “He goes to the New York Philharmonic on 
Friday afternoons. Do me a favor, and leave this house. Next 
time I see your face, you’re going to get it over the head.”194 

• When soprano Joan Hammond was a child, an accident 
severely scarred her left arm, so she always wore long-
sleeved clothing when she grew up. At a concert in Australia, 
she wore long sleeves, upsetting a woman in the audience 
who said, “Why does she wear them? So ugly and old-
fashioned! It spoils an evening’s entertainment looking at 
them!” Unfortunately for the overly critical woman, Leo, 
Joan’s brother, was in the audience, and he told her about 
Joan’s childhood accident and resulting scars, then asked, 
“Do you come to a concert to criticize clothes or to listen to 
the music?”195 

 

193 Source: Dick Van Dyke, Those Funny Kids!, p. 128. 

194 Source: David Blum, Quintet: Five Journeys Toward Musical 
Fulfillment, p. 89. 

195 Source: Joan Hammond, A Voice, A Life, p. 163. 
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• Barbara Mandrell is a country singer with a long list of hits. 
She is also a Christian who sang to her young son Nathan 
three special songs: “Jesus Loves Me,” “Jesus Loves the 
Little Children,” and “This is the Day the Lord Has Made.” 
She always wondered which of those songs young Nathan 
would sing first on his own, but the first song he actually 
sang on his own turned out to be, “All My Exes live in 
Texas.”196 

• When Walter Damrosch was a child, his father, Leopold, 
conducted Schubert’s Der häusliche Krieg. Leopold thought 
it would be extravagant to hire a professional musician for a 
single cymbal crash, so he enlisted young Walter to do the 
honors. Unfortunately, at the performance, young Walter got 
stage fright, and when the time for the cymbal crash came, 
he froze and was unable to move his hands.197 

 

196 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, editors, More Holy Humor, p. 35. 

197 Source: David Ewen, Dictators of the Baton, pp. 185-186. 
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Chapter 5: From Names to Work 

Names 

• Ohio University student Molly Gedeon had two names 
when she was growing up: Molly and Monica. When she 
was born, her parents tried to decide together on a name, but 
a mix-up occurred. Her mother thought that they had decided 
on the name Monica, but her father thought that they had 
decided on the name Molly. Therefore, although her birth 
certificate stated that her name was Monica, her father 
always called her Molly, which led to a little confusion at the 
schools she attended. When she was 18 years old, Monica 
legally had her name changed to Molly. That should solve 
the problem, right? Wrong! Her father immediately started 
calling her Monica! (The Gedeons are original. When Molly 
was a little girl, she was a member of a swim team, but she 
was one of the worst swimmers on the team. At one meet her 
family showed up wearing paper bags over their heads and 
carrying signs that said, “We’re not with Gedeon!” Of 
course, when Molly saw them, she laughed so hard that she 
didn’t hear when the race started and swam even more 
poorly than usual.)198 

• When ballerina Chan Hon Goh was born, her mother was 
in a hospital and her father was performing as a dancer in a 
theater in Beijing. When he heard that his wife was giving 
birth, he rode his bicycle to the hospital, noticing as he rode 
a red full moon rising in the sky. He named her after the 
rising red moon — Hon means “red” and Chan means “To 
rise.” When she was four years old, her mother taught her 
enough calligraphy to be able to write her nickname (Da 
Hong or “Big Red”), which she proceeded to do on the wall 
by the door of their apartment building. This horrified her 

 
198 Source: Molly/Monica Gedeon. 
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parents because in communist China no one wanted to stand 
out in any way — it was much safer to blend in and be like 
everybody else. They covered up her nickname as quickly as 
they could.199 

• The Right Reverend V. Gene Robinson has an unusual first 
name for a male. When he was born, he was paralyzed, and 
the attending physician thought that he would die within a 
few hours or days. The physician informed the parents, then 
said that he would need a name for the birth and the death 
certificates. V. Gene’s parents had already picked out a name 
for a girl — Vicky Jean — and thinking that it wouldn’t 
matter on a tombstone, they simply changed the name 
slightly to Vicky Gene. Of course, V. Gene got over his 
paralysis and grew up. Today, when he uses his credit card, 
he will often hear, “I’m sorry, sir. You can’t use your wife’s 
credit card.”200 

• Children’s book author Tomie dePaola has an oddly 
spelled first name. At first, it was spelled the normal way, 
but little Tommy was a talented child who was sure to grow 
up to be famous, so a famous cousin of his mother — Irish 
tenor Morton Downey — gave him the new, unusual 
spelling. According to Mr. Downey, “He’s got to have an 
unusual spelling for his first name so people will remember 
it.” Everyone respected the new spelling for his name, except 

 
199 Source: Chan Hon Goh, Beyond the Dance: A Ballerina’s Life, pp. 
25-27. 

200 Source: The Right Reverend V. Gene Robinson, “Giving Away 
Our Fears.” 25 October 2005 
<http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid21941.asp>. 
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for his teachers at school, who made him spell it “Tommy,” 
because that was the “correct” spelling.201 

• Some people are more fanatical soccer fans than others. In 
1982, Trevor George of Penarth, Wales, showed his love for 
the game by naming his infant daughter after 20 world-class 
soccer players. The baby’s full name was Jennifer Edson 
Arentes do Nascimento Jairzinho Rivelino Carolos-Alberto 
Paulo Cesar Bretner Cruyff Greaves Charlton Best Moore 
Ball Keegan Banks Gray Francis Brooking Curtis Toshack 
Law George. His wife responded by promptly leaving home 
and having their daughter’s name legally changed to Jennifer 
Anne George.202 

• Joseph Epstein’s father, Maurice, a successful 
businessman, donated money to charities, many of which 
gave him certificates and plaques and other forms of 
recognition. However, Joseph noticed on one plaque that his 
father’s name was misspelled as “Moreese.” This mistake 
did not bother his father, who replied, “For less than a 
$50,000 donation, you mustn’t expect them to spell your 
name right.”203 

• When Penn Jillette (of Penn and Teller fame) and his wife, 
Emily, had their first child, they named her Moxie 
CrimeFighter Jillette. According to the proud father, “We 
chose her middle name because when she’s pulled over for 
speeding she can say, ‘But, officer, we’re on the same side. 

 

201 Source: Tomie dePaola, Here We All Are, pp. 18-19. 

202 Source: Donald J. Sobol, Encyclopedia Brown’s Book of Wacky 
Sports, pp. 111-112. 

203 Source: Joseph Epstein, “ The Many Faces of Celebrity 
Philanthropy.” In Character. “Generosity” issue. Spring 2006 
<http://www.incharacter.org/article.php?article=65>. 
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My middle name is CrimeFighter.’” Penn’s silent partner, 
Teller, had no official comment.204 

• Edna St. Vincent Millay was often called “Vincent.” The 
younger brother of her mother was a sailor who was 
seriously injured in a sea storm, then recovered his health in 
St. Vincent Hospital in New York City. To show her great 
gratitude, Edna’s mother gave her the middle name of “St. 
Vincent.”205 

• When comedian Fred Allen was introduced to his future 
wife, Portland, he told her, “That is a ridiculous name.” 
Unperturbed, she replied, “You should meet my sisters: 
Lebanon, Period, and Lastone.”206 

Politics 

• Frances Hutt was the wife of Thomas Dewey, who ran for 
President against Harry S. Truman in 1948. The day of the 
election, it appeared that Mr. Dewey would win, so he asked 
his wife, “How do you like the idea of sleeping with the 
President of the United States?” She replied, “Of course it 
would be an honor, and one I can hardly wait to enjoy.” 
However, once the votes were counted, Mr. Truman had 
been elected, so Ms. Hutt asked her husband, “Well, darling, 

 
204 Source: “Jillette Names Daughter Moxie CrimeFighter.” 4 June 
2005 
<http://entertainment.tv.yahoo.com/entnews/ap/20050604/1117925640
00.html>. 

205 Source: Carolyn Daffron, Edna St. Vincent Millay, p. 21. 

206 Source: Jim Harmon, The Great Radio Comedians, p. 179. 
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will Harry be coming here or do I have to go to 
Washington?”207 

• Feminist comedian Kate Clinton sometimes criticized 
President George W. Bush during her stand-up comedy. Of 
course, some people will get up and leave when she does 
that, so she likes to pretend that they have tiny bladders. As 
you would expect, she has been known to speak harshly of 
President Bush when she is among her friends. One day, as 
Ms. Clinton was talking about President Bush, her friend’s 
three-year-old daughter gently touched her arm and said, 
“Please use your inside voice.”208 

• Shortly after getting married — and losing an election for 
a school committee — Calvin Coolidge ran into a man who 
said that he had voted for his opponent because anyone on 
the school board should have children in the public schools. 
Mr. Coolidge replied, “Might give me time.”209 

Practical Jokes 

• Sarah Winchester was a very rich woman, as she inherited 
money made from sales of the gun that won the West. 
However, she worried about all the people who had been 
killed by Winchester rifles; in fact, she thought that the 
spirits of these people were haunting her. What to do? She 
consulted a medium who recommended that she provide a 
home for the spirits. In 1884, in San Jose, California, she 
bought an eight-room house for the spirits — but the house 
soon grew much bigger than eight rooms. The house 

 
207 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and 
Tongues, pp. 111-112. 

208 Source: Kate Clinton, What the L?, p. 77, 79-80. 
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eventually towered seven stories and contained 160 rooms 
— servants needed maps to find their way through the house. 
Interestingly, the spirits themselves designed the house. 
Each midnight, the spirits were consulted, and their wishes 
were followed. Apparently, spirits like chimneys, and so 47 
were built. Also, apparently, spirits like practical jokes, so 
one door opened onto a blank wall, and another — not on 
the ground floor — opened onto thin air. One closet was only 
one inch deep, and a skylight was installed in a floor. After 
Sarah died, her heirs did not continue her design sessions 
with the spirits, but they did turn several of the rooms into 
the Winchester Rifle Museum.210 

• Retired professor Sanford Pinsker helped play a notable 
practical joke on a science teacher. The teacher had set up an 
experiment to teach his students about electricity. In the 
experiment, the professor was supposed to throw a switch to 
complete an electrical circuit, which would result in the 
ringing of a bell. Unfortunately for the teacher, one of his 
students stationed himself by the electrical outlet and 
amused himself by unplugging the circuit. Of course, when 
the teacher threw the switch to complete the circuit and ring 
the bell, nothing happened. That’s when Sanford said that 
the bell didn’t ring because the teacher hadn’t said 
“abracadabra.” The teacher said, “That’s ridiculous,” but 
when Sanford said “abracadabra,” then threw the switch, the 
bell rang. (The other student had plugged in the circuit 
again.) This happened a few more times, with the teacher 
throwing the switch and the bell not ringing, and with 
Sanford saying “abracadabra,” throwing the switch, and 

 

210 Source: William Bramhall, The Great American Misfit, pp. 47-48. 
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ringing the bell. Finally, the teacher said, “abracadabra,” 
then threw the switch — and the bell rang.211 

• When he was a kid, Chicago Bear Walter Payton joined the 
Boy Scouts. On Walter’s first camping trip, Scoutmaster Jim 
Walker told the kids a ghost story about a man who had been 
decapitated but who still put in an appearance whenever a 
bunch of kids were around making a lot of noise. (Hearing 
this, the kids grew quiet.) Later that night, after Mr. Walker 
had supposedly gone home, a figure in a sheet showed up. 
Panicking, the kids started shooting their .22s into the 
bushes. The figure — Mr. Walker, of course — started 
shouting, “Stop shooting!” Fortunately, they did, and Mr. 
Walker was not hurt. But later, as an adult, Mr. Payton felt 
bad when he thought about the headline that might have 
appeared in the newspapers: “BLACK SCOUT LEADER 
SLAIN BY SCOUTS. BODY FOUND COVERED WITH 
WHITE POWDER AND WRAPPED IN SHEET.”212 

• Young children tend to believe whatever you tell them. 
Quaker humorist Tom Mullen once showed his children the 
place where he had been born. The house had long been torn 
down, and at the location where the house had stood was an 
intersection with a flashing yellow light, so Mr. Mullen told 
his children that the flashing yellow light had been placed 
there in his honor. Afterward, whenever his children saw an 

 
211 Source: Sanford Pinsker, “The physics classroom where science 
and superstition met.” 28 October 2005 
<http://irascibleprofessor.com/comments-10-28-05.htm>. 
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intersection with a flashing yellow light, they asked, “Who 
was born there?”213 

• In high school, author Beth Lisick had a truly original 
boyfriend. He could pass gas whenever he wanted, and for 
Christmas one year he gave her a toilet seat. Beth was quite 
original, too. After seeing a few too many catfights on the 
TV series Dynasty, Beth and her best friend, Amy, used to 
fake catfights in public places, rolling on the ground and 
pretending to kick each other and pull each other’s hair until 
somebody stopped the “fight.”214 

Problem-Solving 

• After Fanny Kemble married an American slave-owner in 
the days before the Civil War, she was shocked by the 
conditions that the slaves were forced to endure. The 
“infirmary” for sick slaves was filthy because the white men 
running the plantation wanted to be sure that it was more 
“pleasant” to work in the fields than to be in the infirmary. 
(Ms. Kemble used her own labor to clean up the infirmary 
and take care of the sick slaves.) In addition, because the 
mothers had to work in the fields, their infants were often 
entrusted to the care of very small children — some of these 
babysitters were almost babies themselves, being only four 
or five years old. As you would expect, the infants and small 
children were often very dirty. To keep the children clean, 
Ms. Kemble instituted a system of wages. To each owner of 
a clean face, she gave a penny. And if the infant the child 
was caring for also had a clean face, the child would get 
another penny. Very quickly, whenever she was surrounded 

 
213 Source: Tom Mullen, Living Longer and Other Sobering 
Possibilities, p. 60. 
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by slave children, she was surrounded by slave children with 
clean faces.215 

• May Pierstorff’s parents were poor, but they were 
inventive. In 1914, when May was four years old, they 
decided to send her 100 miles away to visit her grandmother. 
Unfortunately, they could not afford the train fare. 
Therefore, they decided to mail her to her grandmother. 
They took May to the post office, and the postmaster looked 
at the regulations. Mail over 50 pounds could not be 
accepted; May weighed 48 pounds. No live animals could be 
sent through the mail — with the exception of baby chicks. 
The postmaster decided that May was a baby chick. He 
tagged the little girl’s coat, and 53 cents in postage was 
affixed to the tag. She rode in the baggage car of the train 
under the watchful eye of the baggageman. When May 
reached her destination, a postal clerk delivered her to her 
grandmother.216 

• Rabbi Meir was set upon by thieves in broad daylight, and 
when he returned home he decided to pray, using a passage 
from Psalms: “May sinners disappear from the earth and the 
wicked be no more.” He prayed, but his wife, Beruriah, said 
that he was not praying properly. The words he was using 
were ambiguous: His words could be understood as asking 
for the deaths of the sinners. Instead, she said, he ought 
explicitly to pray for the other meaning of the words: Pray 
that the sinners reform and stop doing evil deeds, so that 
sinners and evil-doers would disappear from the earth by 
being transformed into godly people. Rabbi Meir agreed, 
saying, “As always, your wisdom astounds me. You are 

 

215 Source: John Anthony Scott, Fanny Kemble’s America, pp. 78-80. 
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right. It is better to pray for a person to change than for a 
person to die.” And he did as his wife advised.217 

• Jonathan Eybeschuetz displayed remarkable intelligence 
even as a young child. One morning, a much bigger, anti-
Semitic bully beat him up. While the beating was going on, 
he cried for the beating to stop so he could give the bully all 
the money he had. Of course, the bully stopped beating him, 
and young Jonathan emptied his pockets and handed over all 
his money to the bully. As he did so, he explained that today 
was a special Jewish holiday, and Jews were required to 
hand over all their money to anyone who beat them that day. 
Hearing this, the bully decided to beat up the richest Jew in 
town. Of course, the rich Jew cried out for help, and a police 
officer arrested the bully and took him to jail — exactly as 
young Jonathan had planned.218 

• As a young child, young adult author Chris Crutcher had a 
terrible temper. It was so bad that he would jump into the air 
and then land on his back — hard. His mother was worried 
about this behavior, so she asked her family physician for 
advice. Dr. Patterson advised her to keep one of Chris’ 
wooden blocks handy, and the next time he pulled that stunt, 
to roll the wooden block on the floor exactly where young 
Chris would land. The ploy worked. Landing on the wooden 
block was so painful that Chris did it exactly once.219 

• After diving into shallow water, 16-year-old Joni 
Eareckson broke her neck and was paralyzed. Eventually, 
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after months of being suspended in a Stryker frame, she 
recovered enough to be able to sit in a wheelchair. Dick, her 
boyfriend, sometimes visited her, but unfortunately, they ran 
into a problem: little privacy exists in a hospital. To solve 
the problem, they would go to an elevator and Dick would 
push the STOP button when they were in between floors. 
This gave them enough privacy to kiss.220 

• A three-year-old boy fumbled while trying to button his 
coat, so his teacher, a Sister of Notre Dame, asked another, 
older boy, “Would you please help that little boy?” This was 
the wrong thing to say, and the little boy was deeply 
offended. He said, “I am a big boy.” Thinking quickly, the 
Sister came up with exactly the right thing to say: “Will the 
bigger boy please help the big boy with his coat?” The little 
— uh, big — boy smiled.221 

Proposals 

• Apparently, the Orange Bowl Marathon in Miami, Florida, 
is a very romantic race to run. In 1980, Ken Gomberg and 
Debra Faillace were running together when Mr. Gomberg 
proposed to her at the 25-mile mark. In 1981, Bob Godwin 
and Ann Conlin were running together when Mr. Godwin 
proposed to her at the 18-mile mark. Both couples ended up 
crossing the finish line while holding hands.222 

• The parents of choreographer Agnes George de Mille were 
Anna George and William de Mille. When Anna was 11 

 
220 Source: Gregg Lewis and Deborah Shaw Lewis, Today’s Heroes: 
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years old, and William was 12 years old, Anna asked him to 
marry her. He declined. But by the time Anna was 20 and 
William was 21, he had reconsidered his decision and 
proposed to her.223 

• When Walter Prude proposed to Agnes de Mille, 
choreographer of Oklahoma! and Rodeo: The Courting at 
Burnt Ranch, she started crying. He asked, “In God’s name, 
what’s the matter? Surely this is not the first time someone’s 
asked you?” Still crying, she replied, “No, but it’s the first 
time I’ve said yes.”224 

Public Speaking 

• Conductor Walter Damrosch became a radio celebrity 
when he hosted a program that brought classical music to 
youngsters. One day, he spoke at a children’s school 
assembly. He was not introduced ahead of his address to the 
children, but as soon as he began speaking, the children 
recognized his voice and shouted, “It’s Papa Damrosch! It’s 
Papa Damrosch!”225 

• Of course, President Lyndon B. Johnson was often 
introduced with many compliments and rhetorical 
flourishes. On occasions when the flattery was really poured 
on thick, he would say, “I wish my mother and father might 
have been here to hear that introduction. My father would 
have enjoyed it, and my mother would have believed it.”226 
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Sex 

• Emily Yoffe wrote the “Dear Prudence” advice column for 
the online magazine Slate. One of her columns that was more 
controversial than she had thought it would be gave advice 
to a young woman who was getting married and who wanted 
to remain childless. At the end of that column, Ms. Yoffe 
wrote that perhaps the young woman might want to rethink 
her decision to remain childless. In response to the criticisms 
that came pouring in, Ms. Yoffe pointed out that having a 
child around can be a source of very great pleasure even if it 
means missing out on such things as seeing new movies in 
the theater or having sex in the living room. For example, 
when her daughter was two years old and was being put to 
bed, she hugged Ms. Yoffe and said, “Mommy, you’re a 
wonderful husband.” According to Ms. Yoffe, “That was 
better than any of the movies I hadn’t been to since she was 
born.” (As for the sex, she and her husband do have sex — 
but not in the living room.)227 

• Lefty Gomez was a great pitcher, but as happens to all 
pitchers who live long enough, his arm eventually went dead 
on him, and he began working for Wilson Sporting Goods. 
Once he was watching a Dodger workout, and after Carl 
Erskine had thrown batting practice, they began to compare 
notes on their families, with Lefty mentioning that his baby 
had just turned six months old. Sportswriter Jack Lang 
overheard this news, and he asked, “Lefty, did I hear you say 
you have a baby six months old at your age?” Lefty replied, 
“That was my arm that went dead.”228 

 
227 Source: Emily Yoffe, “My Mommy War.” 14 June 2006 
<www.slate.com/id/2143659/?nav=tap3>. 

228 Source: Carl Erskine, Carl Erskine’s Tales from the Dodger 
Dugout, p. 31. 
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Siblings 

• Edna St. Vincent Millay, often called by the name of 
Vincent, was the oldest of three daughters. While growing 
up, they helped their working mother by doing the 
housekeeping, which they made into a game, singing such 
songs as the Vincent-written “I’m the Queen of the 
Dishpans” while washing dishes. They also worked 
efficiently. For example, when they had to clean a room, 
Vincent would shout “Corner,” then each sister would run to 
a corner and start cleaning as quickly as possible, working 
toward the middle of the room. Then all three sisters would 
work together to clean the fourth corner.229 

• The large family of Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr., and Ernestine 
Gilbreth Carey lived in the early part of the 20th century. 
When the Gilbreth family liked someone and wanted him to 
become a relative through marriage, the young Gilbreths 
acted strangely. When Anne was being courted by a young 
doctor, her siblings found lots of reasons to leave her and 
Doctor Bob alone together and to turn out the lights of the 
room the young people were sitting in. Anne worried that her 
young beau might get the idea that her siblings had behaved 
that way with every boy she had ever known.230 

• Many people think of the 1970s situation comedy The 
Brady Bunch as being very unrealistic and very different 
from the real world, but series creator Sherwood Schwartz 
points out that most of the episodes were based on things that 
happened in his family as he was growing up. In fact, he says 
that some of the episodes were “almost word for word” 
based on real life. Whenever someone tells Mr. Schwartz 

 

229 Source: Carolyn Daffron, Edna St. Vincent Millay, p. 25. 

230 Source: Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr. and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, Belles 
on Their Toes, p. 171. 
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that families aren’t like the Brady Bunch, he replies, “Maybe 
your family wasn’t.”231 

Trailblazers 

• Roberta Gibb (Bingay) was the first woman to successfully 
run and complete the Boston Marathon, but she had to run it 
in disguise — dressed as a man — because women were not 
allowed to run the Boston Marathon in 1966. Of course, 
some men running close to her discovered that she was a 
woman — and they supported her. Ms. Gibb remembers that 
they told her, “Gee, I wish my girlfriend would run.” In 
1983, she ran the Boston Marathon again — but this time she 
ran it legally as an honored trailblazer for women runners.232 

• After aviator Amelia Earhart had set a record for women’s 
long-distance flying, she received an effusive telegram: 
“Welcome, thrice welcome, Grand Lady of the Air, crowned 
glory of earth’s womanhood!” The telegram amused Ms. 
Earhart, who gave it to her secretary and said, “Show this to 
G.P. [George Putnam, her husband], so he may appreciate 
me!”233 

Valentine’s Day 

• Cameron Kelly wanted to use a novel way of proposing to 
his girlfriend, Angie Kreimer, so he wrote a 113-page 
marriage proposal, published it at <lulu.com>, using the title 
50 Reasons Why You Should Marry Me ... And 51 Reasons 
Why I Should Marry You, and gave her a copy as a 
Valentine’s Day gift. In the proposal, she read reasons why 

 
231 Source: Joe Garner, Stay Tuned: Television’s Unforgettable 
Moments, p. 25. 

232 Source: Robert Lipsyte, Assignment: Sports, pp. 171-172. 

233 Source: Nancy Shore, Amelia Earhart, p. 72. 
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she should marry him, including “I’m going to look like 
Sean Connery when I’m 65” and “You don’t even have to 
change your initials.” What was her one-word answer to the 
113-page marriage proposal? It was Yes!234 

• French-cooking expert Julia Child and her husband seldom 
got their Christmas cards done in time to mail, so instead of 
Christmas cards they would send Valentine’s Day cards to 
their friends. One card shows the happy couple taking a 
bubble bath together.235 

War 

• Elizabeth, the late Queen Mother, believed in sharing the 
pain and keeping a stiff upper lip when necessary. During 
World War II, she did not send her daughters — Elizabeth 
and Margaret — to the relative safety of the English 
countryside or to another country. Instead, she kept them in 
London even while the Nazis were dropping bombs 
frequently on the city and killing civilians. In addition, due 
to shortages the members of the royal family bathed in only 
four inches of water during the worst parts of the war. The 
Queen Mother even used tape on the bathtub to let her 
daughters know to what height they could fill the bathtub.236 

• The grandfather of Meg Cabot, author of the best-selling 
Princess Diaries books, fought during World War II. He was 

 
234 Source: “Man Who Delivers 113-Page Marriage Proposal Gets 
One-Word Answer.” 14 February 2006 
<http://www.lulu.com/static/pr/01_14_06.php>. 

235 Source: Lorna Williams, “The joys of Julia and her mastering of 
French cuisine.” 29 May 2006 
<http://www.washingtontimes.com/books/20060506-112345-
1245r.htm>. 

236 Source: Meg Cabot, Perfect Princess, pp. 5-9. 
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a young soldier who was shot quickly after arriving in 
France. This sounds like bad news, but the result turned out 
to be good for him. Soon after he was shot, the other soldiers 
in his platoon raided the wine cellar of an abandoned 
farmhouse. Unfortunately, German soldiers had poisoned all 
of the bottles of wine, and so all the soldiers in the platoon 
died. According to Meg’s grandfather, “Even being shot in 
the butt can have a silver lining.” Meg’s grandfather is the 
model for Princess Mia’s grandfather on her father’s side.237 

Weddings 

• Rabbi Aryeh Levine understood the feelings of other 
people. He once attended a wedding at which a hard-working 
but impoverished Jew of good character was asked to be a 
witness. The hard-working Jew gratefully agreed to be a 
witness, then a wealthy but proud Jew was asked to be a 
witness. The proud Jew was insulted at being asked to be a 
witness alongside another Jew of lesser wealth and status, so 
he declined the honor. This embarrassed the hard-working 
Jew. Rabbi Aryeh noticed that the hard-working Jew was 
embarrassed, so he immediately volunteered to be the other 
witness. Having such a renowned scholar as the second 
witness made both the hard-working Jew and the marrying 
couple very happy.238 

• At a Jewish wedding, the groom smashes a glass with his 
foot. Why? It’s a reminder that when the married couple 
argues — as all married couples do — they don’t need to 
break each other’s heart. Instead, they can break a glass. This 
is something that Rabbi Joseph H. Gelberman teaches each 

 
237 Source: Meg Cabot, “Gramps.” 6 December 2005 
<http://www.megcabot.com/diary/post.cfm/pid/2330 >. 

238 Source: Netzach, editor, Chesed: The World is Built upon 
Kindness, p. 20. 
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couple at weddings he performs. He once met a couple 10 
years after he had married them, and he asked them how 
everything was. The husband replied, “Beautiful. We have 
three children, and everything is wonderful.” Then he smiled 
and added, “But we have no glasses left.”239 

• Before modern dance pioneer Isadora Duncan went to 
Russia, she visited a fortune teller, who told her that she 
would get married — something that Ms. Duncan, who was 
philosophically opposed to marriage, scoffed at. However, 
she met a handsome Russian poet and soon was shocking her 
elderly language tutor by saying to her, “You’d better teach 
me what I ought to say to a beautiful man when I want to 
kiss him.” And yes, she and the handsome poet were 
married.240 

• Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer once officiated at a wedding of 
elderly people. The 76-year-old groom, whose best man was 
his grandson, was hard of hearing, and in the middle of the 
ceremony he thought the blessing was over so he gave his 
69-year-old bride a passionate kiss. The grandson whispered 
to Rabbi Kertzer that to people as old as the groom and bride, 
time was precious.241 

• At weddings of the hasidim, friends of the bridegroom used 
to steal the bridegroom’s tallit (prayer shawl). To get it back, 
the bridegroom would have to pay a ransom of drinks for 
everybody. On one occasion, however, the bridegroom’s 

 
239 Source: Rabbi Joseph H. Gelberman, Zen Judaism: Teaching Tales 
of a Kabbalistic Rabbi, p. 107. The pages of this volume are 
unnumbered, but I started counting with the Introduction as page 1. 

240 Source: Barbara O’Connor, Barefoot Dancer: The Story of Isadora 
Duncan, pp. 74, 78-79. 

241 Source: Morris N. Kertzer, Tell Me, Rabbi, p. 39. 



 93 

tallit was given to a poor woman, and to get it back, the 
bridegroom, who could afford it, gave the poor woman a 
large sum of money.242 

• Rabbi Morris N. Kertzer takes seriously his pre-marriage 
counseling of hopefully soon-to-be-wedded couples. One 
would-be groom, a medical student, thought little of his 
fiance’s plain looks, but spoke enthusiastically of how her 
family’s money would help him establish a medical practice. 
Rabbi Kertzer would not marry him, suggesting instead that 
he find another rabbi to do the honors.243 

• In 1925, Chicago Bears football player Duke Hanny 
wanted to skip a game so he could get married; 
unfortunately, his coach, George Halas, declined to let him 
skip the game. Big problem. Mr. Hanny showed up for the 
kickoff, started a fight with an opposing player just after the 
kickoff, was thrown out of the game, and went to his 
wedding. Problem solved.244 

• Jascha Heifetz was a very popular violinist. When Josef 
Gingold (another excellent violinist) got married, the 
wedding guests disappeared quickly after the wedding 
ceremony. Why? That night, Heifetz was playing on the 
radio!245 

 
242 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, A Treasury of Jewish Inspirational 
Stories, p. 128. 

243 Source: Morris N. Kertzer, Tell Me, Rabbi, p. 33. 

244 Source: Bart Rockwell, World’s Strangest Football Stories, p. 86. 

245 Source: David Blum, Quintet: Five Journeys Toward Musical 
Fulfillment, p. 94. 
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Work 

• When Lindy Hop dancer Norma Miller was an infant, her 
recently widowed mother worried because she had two 
children to take care of. Her mother did not think that she 
could support herself and two children, so she went to an 
orphanage to have the people there take care of her children 
until she could take care of them. However, while she was at 
the orphanage, a little girl came up to her, tugged at her skirt, 
and asked, “Are you my mama?” Immediately, Norma’s 
mother decided not to leave her children at the orphanage. 
Instead, she worked very hard for many hours at menial jobs 
to support herself and her children. As Norma grew up, her 
mother told her that she was working so hard at menial jobs 
because she wanted Norma to have long fingernails. That is 
why Ms. Miller always had — and has — long 
fingernails.246 

• When she was in the fourth grade, writer Mary E. Lyons 
was taken on a field trip to a cotton field. She and the other 
children picked cotton for half an hour, then they were paid 
a dime. After paying the children, the owner of the cotton 
field invited the children to visit his country store. Because 
picking cotton was hard, hot, thirsty work, young Mary spent 
her dime on a bottle of Coca-Cola. When she grew up and 
remembered this experience, she realized that the owner of 
the cotton field and country store had probably paid a nickel 
for the bottle of Coca-Cola. He had gotten half an hour’s 
work from young Mary and also made cash money.247 

 
246 Source: Alan Govenar, collector and editor, Stompin’ at the Savoy: 
The Story of Norma Miller, pp. 2-3. 

247 Source: Mary E. Lyons, editor, Talking with Tebé: Clementine 
Hunter, Memory Artist, p. 6. 
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• Karen D. Beatty, RN, has this as her motto: “We’ll get 
there!” For example, she is an African-American, and 
occasionally while working as a visiting nurse, she will sense 
that she is not welcome in some homes because of the color 
of her skin. Of course, if the patient requests a different 
nurse, she respects their wishes, but she will also tell herself, 
“We’ll get there!” Even as a little girl, Ms. Beatty wanted to 
be a nurse because of one of her aunts who was a nurse. In 
first grade, she was given the assignment to make a paper 
doll. She made a paper nurse doll that had a brown face.248 

• Halle Berry was born in Cleveland, Ohio, and she got her 
first name because her pregnant mother was shopping in 
Halle Brothers, a department store, and she decided that she 
liked the store’s name. Before becoming a model and 
actress, Halle studied broadcast journalism at Cuyahoga 
Community College. She decided that this profession was 
not for her after she started crying while interviewing a 
family who had just lost their house in a fire.249 

• Duffy and Sweeney (Jimmy Duffy and Fred Sweeney) 
were an early vaudeville comedy team. Once, they were 
fired, so Mr. Duffy and a small boy appeared at the office of 
the guy who had fired them. Mr. Duffy pointed to the boy 
and said, “Are you going to let him starve?” The comedy 
team was rehired, and the guy who had hired, fired, and 
rehired them never learned that the boy was not Mr. Duffy’s 
son.250 

 
248 Source: Linda Gambee Henry and James Douglas Henry, The Soul 
of the Caring Nurse, p. 55. 

249 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Halle Berry: “Beauty is Not Just 
Physical,” pp. 10-11, 17-18. 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, is the guy who gave me a haircut when I was 
in kindergarten. He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the 
back of my head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald 
spot grew out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A 
Retelling                                                                          

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-
ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 



 107 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-
5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29/d
avid-bruce-john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-retelling-
free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  
John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 
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OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/01/d
avid-bruce-the-funniest-people-in-families-volume-4-
free-pdf/  

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 
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The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 
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The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 
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BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 
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Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 
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https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 
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Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 
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Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 
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Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 
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https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


