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Chapter 1: From Activism to Children  

Activism 

• Richard Reynolds, author of On Guerrilla Gardening: A 
Handbook for Gardening Without Boundaries, is a guerrilla 
gardener. He and other guerrilla gardeners do their best to 
make dull and dreary neighborhoods beautiful by planting 
flowers on public land and other people’s land without first 
obtaining permission. This leads to much midnight 
gardening and to seedbombing land that could benefit from 
flowers. In 1973, in New York City, a painter named Liz 
Christy coined the term “guerrilla gardening” after she 
noticed tomato plants sprouting in heaps of trash in derelict 
lots near where she lived. She figured that if tomato plants 
could grow there, then she could and should plant flowers 
and shrubs there. She and her friends made a garden on the 
corner of Bowery and Houston streets; the garden has 
weeping birch trees and flowering perennials, as well as 
grapes, turtles, and bees. Some guerrilla gardeners scatter 
seeds from their cars, while others engage in seed bombing, 
a method of delivering seeds along with compost and water 
to help the seed germinate. Some guerrilla gardeners create 
their seedbombs from empty chicken eggs, which they fill 
with seeds, compost, and water, and then throw where 
flowers are needed. Such a seedbomb is 100 percent 
biodegradable. Most people support the guerrilla gardeners, 
once they know that they are not vandals or terrorists. 
Sometimes, police officers are quite friendly to guerrilla 
gardeners.1 

 
1 Source: Richard Reynolds, “Stand by your beds.” The Guardian. 25 
April 2008 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/apr/25/activists.conserv
ation>. 



 

• Folksinger Joan Baez avoids doing what she thinks is 
nonsensical or wrong. As a child attending school in 
California, she declined to go outside during a bomb drill. 
She figured that if someone were to drop a nuclear bomb on 
the school, going outside wouldn’t help her or anyone else. 
During the Vietnam War, she declined to pay taxes that she 
knew would support the war effort, so she went to jail.2 

• Feminists are often good activists. Several women, 
including Robin Morgan, Carol Hanisch, Alix Kates 
Schulman, and Kathie Sarachild, protested the Miss America 
Pageant in Atlantic City in 1968 by crowning their own 
winner — a sheep! They also filled a garbage can with 
“instruments of torture to women”: issues of Playboy, 
girdles and bras, high-heeled shoes, etc.3 

• One of the early women mountain climbers was Annie 
Peck, who at age 44 climbed the Matterhorn. After climbing 
a mountain in Peru, she left behind a flag that bore this 
message: “Votes for Women.”4 

Animals 

• In 1900, an eccentric teacher in Germany named Wilhelm 
von Osten bought a horse named Hans. Wilhelm believed 
that animals are very intelligent, and he gave the horse 
lessons. Lessons in what? In history, math, music, and 
spelling! Wilhelm invited people to ask the horse questions. 

 
2 Source: Will Hodgkinson, “Joan Baez is back.” The Times. 29 August 
2008 
<http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/mus
ic/article4625644.ece>. 
3 Source: Martha E. Kendall, Failure is Impossible! The History of 
American Women’s Rights, p. 80. 
4 Source: Marilyn Olsen, Women Who Risk: Profiles of Women in 
Extreme Sports, p. 93. 



 

Hans shook his head for no, and he nodded his head for yes. 
To answer a math question, he would tap his hoof: one tap 
meant one, two taps meant two, and so on. Amazingly, Hans 
always answered correctly. Of course, a scientist figured out 
that Hans was picking up cues from the people who asked 
him questions, even though they didn’t know that they were 
giving Hans cues. They always knew the correct answer, and 
Hans was able to tell how many taps to make from 
something in the way people acted. Therefore, the scientist 
arranged for people to ask Hans questions that they didn’t 
know the answers to, with the result that Hans was no longer 
able to answer the questions correctly. Of course, Hans 
really was Clever Hans; it takes cleverness to pick up subtle 
cues from people. But Hans was not clever in the way that 
Wilhelm thought he was.5 

• After George Boyle was paralyzed in a car accident, he 
started using a capuchin monkey named Gizmo to do things 
for him that he can no longer do. George sometimes uses a 
laser light on a rod that he can hold in his mouth to show 
Gizmo what needs to be done. If George shines the beam on 
a book, Gizmo brings the book to George. (Gizmo can even 
turn the pages for George.) If George shines the beam on a 
light switch, Gizmo turns on the light. Gizmo can also refill 
George’s water bottle (when George says, “Gizmo, 
change”), bring him a videotape, and open the refrigerator 
door. He can even wipe George’s forehead — or scratch him 
when he itches. The good people at Helping Hands in 
Boston, Massachusetts, trained Gizmo.6 

• Bob Denver once had a pygmy marmoset as a pet. She was 
only four inches tall and for food ate a grape a day. On a 

 
5 Source: Catherine Nichols, Animal Masterminds: A Chapter Book, pp. 
6-11. 
6 Source: Rosanna Hansen, Caring Animals, pp. 26-31. 



 

flight to LA, Mr. Denver put the box containing his pet in 
the overhead, then a man placed a box in the overhead. Mr. 
Denver rearranged the boxes so his pet could breathe, then 
the man rearranged the boxes. Mr. Denver rearranged the 
boxes again, then the man rearranged the boxes again. 
Finally, Mr. Denver said, “Listen, I have a tiny monkey in 
my box. I want to be sure she’s getting air.” The man also 
had live animals traveling in his luggage, so he said, “I’ve 
got the same problem.” Fortunately, the two men were able 
to arrange the boxes in a way satisfactory to both.7 

• On January 27, 1997, Lisa Harry and her son, two-year-old 
Sean, were visiting his grandmother, Phyllis Ingham, in 
Boston, Georgia. Sean was playing outside on a warm day. 
Lisa heard him scream, and when she looked up she saw a 
three-foot-long poisonous water moccasin by Sean. The 
Ingham family pet, a tiny Chihuahua named Haven, took 
action. Haven grabbed the snake in her jaws and ran off with 
it, leaving Sean safely behind. Later, Haven showed up, safe 
and sound and acting as though nothing had happened. The 
Ingham family had gotten Haven from an animal shelter, and 
Phyllis Ingham says, “The good Lord meant for us to have 
Haven.”8 

• One pet of the family of country comedian Jerry Clower is 
a black poodle named Freckles. Freckles isn’t allowed on the 
couch, but whenever Mr. Clower’s wife walks out of the 
room to go to the bedroom, Freckles jumps up on the couch, 
then stands facing in the direction of the bedroom and 
listens. As soon as Mr. Clower’s wife comes out of the 
bedroom and heads to the living room, Freckles jumps off 

 
7 Source: Bob Denver, Gilligan, Maynard and Me, p. 53. 
8 Source: Christopher Farran, Animals to the Rescue!, pp. 1-4. 



 

the couch and lies curled up on the floor as if she had been 
lying there the entire time.9 

• When Elizabeth Taylor was 14 years old, she became a 
sensation by starring in the movie National Velvet. When 
renowned portraitist Yousuf Karsh arrived to photograph 
her, she was playing with one of her newest pets: a cat. Mr. 
Karsh named the cat Michael. The next day, both young 
Elizabeth and Mr. Karsh were on the MGM studio lot, and 
Elizabeth had her cat with her. She called out to Mr. Karsh, 
“Look who I have with me: Michael Karsh Taylor.”10 

• John Christie used to arrange Mozart festivals at 
Glyndebourne, an old manor house in England. 
Occasionally, contemporary music would also be played, 
which he could not stand. During a performance of 
contemporary music, someone saw Mr. Christie standing in 
a garden near the performance. Mr. Christie pointed to some 
fields and said, “Do you see those cows off in the distance? 
Yes? Well, when we do Mozart, they are always right 
here.”11 

• A preacher once told a story about how we pay the price 
for doing stupid things. As a boy, he had once seen dozens 
of pigeons in a grain bin, so he told his friends to watch as 
he scared the pigeons. He then ran into the grain bin and 
shouted, and the pigeons immediately took flight. However, 
the preacher asked, “Do you have any idea what a hundred 
pigeons do when they’re scared?”12 

 
9 Source: Jerry Clower, Life Everlaughter, p. 24. 
10 Source: Yousuf Karsh, Karsh: A Biography in Images, p. 131. 
11 Source: Sir Rudolf Bing, 5000 Nights at the Opera, p. 60. 
12 Source: Ken Alley, Awkward Christian Soldiers, pp. 87-88. 



 

• When she was very young, children’s book author Betsy 
Byars and her best friend used to occasionally set up a free 
zoo in the backyard of her home. They got leeches to exhibit 
by wading in a creek, then pulling the leeches off their legs. 
However, their most popular exhibits were snails and box 
turtles.13 

• Natalie Schafer, who played Mrs. Thurston Howell on the 
TV series Gilligan’s Island, had a small French poodle, Fifi, 
as a pet. Fifi was too small to jump onto Ms. Schafer’s bed 
to sleep with her, so Ms. Schafer had a ramp built so that Fifi 
could climb into bed with her.14 

• While Jay Leno was in high school, he would sometimes 
hide a dog in a locker. The custodian would have to open as 
many as 15 lockers before he found the dog. (Jay and his 
friends used to bet on how many lockers the custodian would 
have to open.)15 

• Actor Peter Lorre had an impish sense of humor. His 
driveway displayed this large sign: “Beware of ferocious 
dogs.” The “ferocious” dogs were a couple of tiny 
Pekinese.16 

• Actor Patrick Macnee’s father was an expert on horses. 
When Patrick was born, his father looked him over and said, 
“Good loins. Pity he’s only got two legs.”17 

 
13 Source: Rita Cammarano, Betsy Byars, p. 19. 
14 Source: Russell Johnson and Steve Cox, Here on Gilligan’s Isle, p. 
58. 
15 Source: Jay Leno, Leading With My Chin, pp. 50- 51. 
16 Source: Yousuf Karsh, Karsh: A Biography in Images, p. 133. 
17 Source: Patrick Macnee and Marie Cameron, Blind in One Ear, p. 6. 



 

Art 

• When young adult author Tamora Pierce was born, her 
mother wanted to name her Tamara. Unfortunately, the nurse 
who recorded the name was unfamiliar with how it was 
spelled and instead of writing Tamara, she wrote Tamora 
(rhymes with camera). When Tamora was five years old, her 
mother was majoring in English in college. One of her 
textbooks was Janson’s History of Art, and while she was 
studying it, Tamora came over and saw a full-page 
reproduction of Michelangelo’s David. As is the case in 
much art, the David was nude, and Tamora’s mother was 
afraid that she might have some explaining to do. 
Fortunately, all Tamora said was, “Mum, that man is 
barefooted.”18 

• Georgia O’Keeffe preferred to paint rather than entertain 
the visitors, many of them beginning artists, who sometimes 
showed up uninvited at her door. She once said, “What can 
you say to visitors, especially to aspiring artists? ‘Go home 
and work!’ or else, ‘Nobody’s good at the beginning.’”19 

• It took decades for sculptor Louise Nevelson to become 
recognized as a major American artist. After she had become 
famous, a museum executive arrived 10 minutes late for a 
meeting with her, and he apologized. Ms. Nevelson replied, 
“What’s 10 minutes? Where were you 10 years ago?”20 

Baseball 

• Derek Jeter and his sister, Sharlee, are biracial — their 
father is black, and their mother is white. Both parents, 

 
18 Source: Donna Dailey, Tamora Pierce, pp. 21, 27. 
19 Source: Jan Greenberg and Sandra Jordan, The American Eye: Eleven 
Artists of the Twentieth Century, p. 24. 
20 Source: Michael Cain, Louise Nevelson, p. 75. 



 

Charles and Dorothy, are very supportive of their children. 
When Derek played his first major-league game, his father 
flew to Seattle to watch Derek, a New York Yankee, play. 
Derek’s mother stayed home because Sharlee was playing a 
softball game for Kalamazoo Central High School. Later, 
Charles, Dorothy, and Sharlee drove to Cleveland to see 
Derek play for the Yankees. Unfortunately, the game was 
snowed out, and so Charles and Sharlee drove back home 
because Sharlee had a softball game to play the following 
day. This time, Dorothy stayed behind to watch Derek play.21 

• Each spring, the New York Giants used to go to West Point 
for an exhibition game. Giant manager Leo Durocher once 
called umpire Tom Gorman ahead of time to suggest that 
they put on a show. In the fourth inning, Mr. Durocher would 
find something to get an argument about, they would argue 
for a while, and then Mr. Gorman would throw him out of 
the game. They performed the show as planned, and the 
West Point cadets got a big kick out of the performance, 
which they thought was real.22 

• When he was a child, major-league baseball star Bobby 
Bonilla used to sleep with his baseball bat in his bed. 
Sometimes he would get up during the night and practice his 
swing. Javier, his little brother, was always careful when he 
got out of bed. He says about Bobby, “He almost hit me a 
couple of times.” Bobby even took his bat along when he 
visited a girlfriend, whose mother would put away a glass 
centerpiece just in case Bobby got a little careless with his 
bat.23 

 
21 Source: Ron Knapp, Sports Great Derek Jeter, pp. 15, 33. 
22 Source: Tom Gorman and Jerome Holtzman, Three and Two!, pp. 
191-192. 
23 Source: Ron Knapp, Sports Great Bobby Bonilla, p. 17. 



 

• Catcher Joe Garagiola played with many baseball greats. 
Once, he was asked what it was like to play against the great 
hitter Stan Musial. He replied, “Whenever I caught against 
him, he’d step up to the plate and ask me about my family 
— but before I could answer he’d be on third base.”24 

Birth 

• When Mem Fox, the Australian young people’s author of 
Possum Magic, was giving birth to Chloë, her daughter, she 
remembered reading somewhere that singing songs was 
supposed to lessen the pain of childbirth, so she started 
singing “Penny Lane.” The pain remained the same, but at 
least the expressions on the faces of the nurses were 
amusing. The pain of childbirth was so great, in fact, that at 
one point she told her husband, “This is the last time, my 
darling. I’m never doing this again.” The reward of 
childhood is a child, and Mem greeted her firstborn — who 
is also her only child, more because of the pressures of 
having a career than because of having made a declaration 
during childbirth — with “Hello, my darling.”25 

• David and Diana Berggren thought that they would be 
having twins, so they weren’t surprised when their doctor 
told Mrs. Berggren in the delivery room, “You have two 
fine, beautiful boys.” Just then, another doctor said, “Here’s 
a surprise!” The first doctor told Mrs. Berggren, “We have a 
C,” and she asked, “What’s a C?” The doctor explained, “A 
C is baby number three — you have triplets.”26 

 
24 Source: Michael J. Pellowski, Baseball’s Funniest People, p. 45. 
25 Source: Mem Fox, Dear Mem Fox, I Have Read All Your Books, 
Even the Pathetic Ones, p. 88. 
26 Source: Virginia Totorica Aldape, David, Donny, and Darren, pp. 4-
5.  



 

Children 

• As a reporter for the Chicago Examiner, Charles 
MacArthur was given a great story by his editor, Walter 
Howey, who had it on what he thought was good authority 
that a little girl had been accidentally locked in the railroad 
safe at the Moline station. The safe was very old, had been 
kept open for years, and no one alive knew the combination. 
Mr. MacArthur’s job was to go to Joliet State Prison, 
promise a governor’s pardon to a couple of safecrackers, and 
get them to open the safe before the little girl suffocated. He 
sprang into action, working all night to get the safe open and 
save the little girl’s life — but when the safe was finally 
opened, no little girl was inside. (The little girl had been 
angry at her grandmother, so she had hidden in the attic.) The 
safecrackers screamed for their pardon anyway, but were 
taken back to Joliet at gunpoint. Mr. MacArthur figured that 
there wasn’t a story, but Mr. Howey told him to write it 
anyway, saying, “It’s a story about humanity. The goodness 
in people’s hearts. The safe blowers, vice-presidents, 
doctors, nurses, the warden, the governor, … everybody 
who answered a cry of human distress.” Mr. MacArthur 
dictated his story for an hour — it appeared on the front page 
under the seven-column headline “It’s a Wonderful 
World.”27 

• It’s important to stay active one way or the other. Amy 
Guthrie, a writer for the Broward-Palm Beach New Times, 
played coed tee ball when she was five years old. The other 
little girl on the team, Krista, became her friend. While 
playing in the field, the two little girls would practice their 
splits, ignoring any ball that rolled past them and then 
arguing with each other about who should pick up the ball. 
Ms. Guthrie says that while she and Krista were arguing “our 

 
27 Source: Ben Hecht, Charlie: The Improbable Life and Times of 
Charles MacArthur, pp. 51-54.  



 

fathers were smacking their foreheads in frustration.” Later, 
she grew to like softball — a lot. When she became batgirl 
for her older sister’s team, she was so proud that she wore 
her uniform for an entire week — despite her mother’s pleas 
to let her wash it. However, at age 13 she gave up softball, 
disappointing her sports-enthusiast father greatly. Instead, 
she took ballet classes. Because five-years-olds were in the 
beginners’ class, she took classes with the adults. Her ballet 
teacher suggested to Amy’s father that he also take ballet 
classes, and Amy says, “So my father and I learned ballet 
together.”28 

• Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin, was born 
in Lochfield, Scotland, in 1881. He grew up on a farm on 
which lots of snow fell during the winter. Occasionally, he 
would have to find sheep that had been completely covered 
by snow. He did this by looking for holes that had been 
created in the snow by the sheep’s warm breath. As a boy, 
he attended a one-room schoolhouse. He and the other 
children would bring peat moss to school during the winter 
to be burned in the fireplace to keep the school warm. His 
mother used to give him two hot baked potatoes on cold 
mornings. He put a hot potato in each pocket of his coat and 
used them to keep his hands warm as he walked to school, 
then at noon he ate them. The school sounds primitive by 
today’s standards, but Mr. Fleming said that he learned very 
quickly there.29 

• On September 24, 1974, the daughter of actors Michael 
Williams and Judi Dench was born. She was named Tara 
Cressida Frances, but everyone called her Finty. Because 

 
28 Source: Amy Guthrie, “Switch Hitter.” Broward-Palm Beach New 
Times. 24 July 2008 <http://www.browardpalmbeach.com/2008-07-
24/news/switch-hitter/1>. 
29 Source: Salvatore Tocci, Alexander Fleming: The Man Who 
Discovered Penicillin, pp. 21-25, 119. 



 

Finty’s parents were Shakespearean actors, she learned 
quotations from Shakespeare as a tiny tot. One parent would 
say, “I’ll put a girdle around the earth …,” and Finty would 
finish the quotation: “in 40 minutes.” If a parent asked her 
what King Lear says, Finty would answer, “Never, never — 
FIVE times!” In a Nativity play, Finty played the 
innkeeper’s wife, and when she was asked what the play was 
about, she replied, “It’s about this innkeeper’s wife, of 
course.” When Finty was 11 years old, she told a friend that 
a play her mother was appearing in was “without doubt the 
most boring play I’ve ever seen in the whole of my life.”30 

• As you would expect, Roald Dahl, author of Matilda and 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, told lots of stories to his 
own children. In fact, that is why he became a writer of 
children’s literature. He had written a book of short stories 
for adults (Kiss, Kiss), the book was successful, his publisher 
wanted more writing from him, he didn’t have any ideas for 
adult literature, and so he started writing down the stories he 
had been telling his children, starting with James and the 
Giant Peach. He once said, “Had I not had children, I would 
not have written books for children, nor would I have been 
capable of doing so.” Patricia Neal, his first wife, said, 
“Roald had a foolproof system for developing his tales. He 
would tell them to his children, and if they asked to hear one 
again, he knew he had a winner.”31 

• On an October day in 1988, an earthquake hit Watsonville, 
California. Five-year-old Vivian Cooper had always avoided 
a 100-pound Rottweiler named Reona that lived nearby, but 
when Vivian started crying in her family’s kitchen when the 
earthquake hit, the sound traveled to Reona, and Reona came 

 
30 Source: John Miller, Judi Dench: With a Crack in Her Voice, pp. 
128-129, 194. 
31 Source: Charles J. Shields, Roald Dahl, pp. 34, 61-62. 



 

running. Reona pushed Vivian against some kitchen cabinets 
and then sat on her. As the earthquake continued, a heavy 
microwave oven fell on the spot where Vivian had been 
standing. Following the earthquake, Vivian was no longer 
afraid of the big Rottweiler. Reona’s owner, Jim Patton, 
says, “Now, there’s a bond between them that just won’t 
quit.”32 

• Identical twins and triplets, of course, are very much alike 
— although they do have different fingerprints. For example, 
identical triplets David, Donny, and Darren Berggren all 
wear glasses, but because they have the same prescription, 
they can trade glasses if they want to. Mothers of identical 
triplets soon learn that whatever happens to one will soon 
happen to the others. For example, David lost a baby tooth. 
A few days later, the family had chili for dinner, and Donny 
said that there was something hard in his soup. After his 
mother said there weren’t any hard ingredients in the soup, 
Donny took a close look and said, “Oh, my gosh. It’s my 
tooth!”33 

• After the death of May, the sister of Louisa May Alcott, 
who wrote Little Women, Louisa adopted May’s daughter: 
Louisa “Lulu” Nieriker. Lulu was quite an adventurous 
child. On a trip to the seashore, Lulu heard that Europe was 
on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean, so she started 
walking into the sea, on her way to Europe. Of course, Lulu 
was stopped from pursuing her journey, but not before she 
was neck deep in water, and she complained about not being 
allowed to see the “little twabs” at the bottom of the ocean.34 

 
32 Source: Christopher Farran, Animals to the Rescue!, pp. 50-52. 
33 Source: Virginia Totorica Aldape, David, Donny, and Darren, pp. 6, 
10. 
34 Source: Elizabeth Silverthorne, Louisa May Alcott, pp. 99-102, 104. 



 

• Bette Midler’s daughter is a Chinese scholar who has 
attended Beijing University. Ms. Midler says that her 
daughter has “always loved the Asians.” For example, when 
she was 13, she wanted to go to Japan. Ms. Midler was 
touring a lot back then, so she brought her daughter with her 
to Japan. Sounds educational, right? Actually, her daughter 
hung out the window while they were driving around Tokyo, 
saying, “Ooh, he’s hot! Ooh, what a hottie!” Ms. Midler 
laughs and says, “She tricked us!”35 

• When children’s author Jane Yolen was a little girl, she was 
warned many times not to go wading in the dirty bay near 
where she lived. She used to go wading anyway, and she 
always got into trouble — her parents knew that she had been 
wading because the fuel oil that had leaked from ships stuck 
to her legs. Of course, when she was a little girl, she was 
naïve. When her father returned home after fighting in World 
War II, he told her that he had won the war all by himself — 
she believed him.36 

• Dodger pitcher Carl Erskine knows a good way to tell how 
popular a particular player is: simply ask a kid — after all, 
kids tend to be honest. One day, Mr. Erskine was signing 
autographs for kids, and he noticed that a particular boy 
came back for a second autograph, and then a third 
autograph. He asked the boy why he wanted three 
autographs, and the boy said, “Actually, I would like to have 

 
35 Source: Anne Stockwell, “Winning Bette.” The Advocate. 25 March 
2008 <http://www.advocate.com/issue_story_ektid52469.asp>. 
36 Source: Carolyn Carpan, Jane Yolen, pp. 19-20. 



 

six. If I can get six of yours, I can trade them for one of Jackie 
Robinson.”37 

• Some of the children of Texas preacher Edwin Porter 
thought about digging through the Earth to China, but 
decided against it because they were afraid that while 
digging to China they might inadvertently dig into Hell. 
Soon after, a missionary from China preached at their 
church, and during the question-and-answer period one of 
the preacher’s sons, Gilderoy, spoke up, “I’d like to ask you 
a question. Did you have to go through Hell to get to 
China?”38 

• Autograph hunters come in all shapes and sizes. A mother 
and her child once approached comedian Red Buttons — the 
child was holding a piece of paper and a pencil. The mother 
nudged the child and said, “Tell Red Buttons what you 
want.” The child was silent, so the mother again told the 
child, “Tell Red Buttons what you want.” Finally, the child 
spoke up and told Red Buttons what he wanted: “Ice 
cream.”39 

• On a train, Samantha Shen Yanping of Singapore once 
observed a couple of children, one three and the other five 
years old, holding four brightly colored balloons. Other 
families, including one family with two toddlers, then 
boarded the train. Attracted by the bright colors of the 
balloons, the toddlers pointed at them and began to cry. The 

 
37 Source: Carl Erskine, Carl Erskine’s Tales from the Dodger Dugout, 
p. 118. 
38 Source: Alyene Porter, Papa was a Preacher, pp. 45-46. 
39 Source: Tim Boxer, The Jewish Celebrity Hall of Fame, p. 61. 



 

three-year-old and the five-year-old walked over to the 
toddlers and gave them the balloons.40 

• According to world-class gymnastics coach Bela Karolyi, 
the best time to teach gymnastics to students is when they 
are between seven and eleven because then they are fearless 
and obedient. After the students reach puberty, they are 
harder to teach. Mr. Karolyi says that when they reach 
puberty, they begin to say, “Wait. I am cute. What for am I 
falling on my face and bending my nose?”41 

• When she was a girl, ballerina Tanaquil Le Clercq assisted 
at her parents’ cocktail parties by carrying around a big plate 
of hors d’oeuvres to offer guests. However, every so often 
— without her parents’ knowledge — she would disappear 
with the plate beneath a table and gorge herself with peanuts, 
sandwiches, potato chips, dips, olives, and anchovies.42 

• Children’s book author Betsy Byars has published over 50 
books, but even she has her failures — books that never get 
published. One night, Guy, her nearly eight-year-old son, 
had insomnia, and he asked to read one of her failures. Ms. 
Byars says, “He read for about three minutes … and fell fast 
asleep. It was a humbling moment.”43 

• When Balanchine ballerina Allegra Kent was a child, her 
parents divorced, and she lived with her mother. One of the 
things her mother taught her was to say bad things about her 
father. One day, some classmates of young Allegra asked her 

 
40 Source: Dr. Lee Tzu Pheng, editor, Always in Season: A Harvest of 
Kindness Stories, p. 98. 
41 Source: Mary Lou Retton and Bela Karolyi, Mary Lou: Creating an 
Olympic Champion, p. 34.  
42 Source: Tanaquil Le Clercq, The Ballet Cook Book, pp. 217-218. 
43 Source: Rita Cammarano, Betsy Byars, p. 88. 



 

what her father did for a living. Allegra replied, “I don’t 
know, but he’s a fool.”44 

• At age two, Frances Gumm — the future Judy Garland — 
sang two songs (“Jingle Bells” and “When I Take My Sugar 
to Tea”) at a theater where her father was performing. She 
liked the applause so much that she wouldn’t leave the stage, 
and finally her father had to bodily pick her up and carry her 
off.45 

• Patrick Bissell, a ballet dancer with American Ballet 
Theatre, studied dance as a boy while being raised in a farm 
community in Ohio. The other boys thought that ballet was 
for sissies, so young Patrick got into so many fights that his 
teachers in school thought he was a troublemaker.46 

• After Mary Lou Retton won gold in the all-around 
competition at the 1984 Olympics, she went back to her gym 
to train, and lots of eight-year-old gymnasts she had trained 
with asked her for her autograph. Ms. Retton was surprised: 
“What do you mean, autographs? You know me.”47 

• Choreographer Twyla Tharp was raised to be a success. 
Her father told her, “I don’t care if you dig ditches, as long 
as you dig the best ditches.” When she was born, her mother 
sent out birth announcements, on which she had written, 
“She’ll grow up to be famous.”48 

 
44 Source: Allegra Kent, Once a Dancer…, p. 14. 
45 Source: Jack Mingo, The Juicy Parts, p. 142. 
46 Source: Wendy Neale, Ballet Life Behind the Scenes, p. 3. 
47 Source: Mary Lou Retton and Bela Karolyi, Mary Lou: Creating an 
Olympic Champion, p. 168. 
48 Source: Carin T. Ford, Legends of American Dance and 
Choreography, pp. 5, 82. 



 

• One of Peg Bracken’s friends has an 11-year-old son who 
enjoys reading industrial-strength philosophy: Kant, James, 
Hegel, etc. When the friend travels, she insists that her son 
keep the titles of the books hidden so that the family can pay 
half-fare for him.49 

• As a 12-year-old child, Phyllis Diller was teased about her 
looks. One day, she looked at herself very carefully in the 
mirror, then said, “Honey, you’d better settle for inner 
beauty.” As an adult, Ms. Diller said, “I still wish I’d had a 
choice.”50 

• Peg Bracken blew up many balloons for her daughter’s 
sixth party, but rain fell, necessitating a cancellation until 
better weather arrived. Her daughter was disappointed, 
saying, “It seems like a terrible waste of balloons.”51 

• Pisistratus wanted to remarry, but his sons tried to stop him 
by asking, “Aren’t you satisfied with us?” He replied, “Very 
— that’s why I want more like you.”52 

• Comedian Joey Adams had a five-year-old niece who 
sometimes slipped into bed without saying her prayers 
because “there are some nights when I don’t want 
anything.”53 

 
49 Source: Peg Bracken, I Didn’t Come Here to Argue, p. 145. 
50 Source: Susan Horowitz, Queens of Comedy, p. 61. 
51 Source: Peg Bracken, But I Wouldn’t Have Missed It for the World!, 
p. 216. 
52 Source: John Ferguson, compiler and translator, The Wit of the 
Greeks and Romans, p. 83. 
53 Source: Joey Adams, The God Bit, p. xx. 



 

Chapter 2: From Christmas to Education 
Christmas 

• When Beth Quinn, former columnist for New York’s 
Times Herald-Record, was a child, she and her sister looked 
forward to two big presents — one for each of them — each 
Christmas. The two big presents came in two big boxes, the 
tops of which were wrapped in colorful paper. One box’s top 
was red; the other box’s top was blue. To open the box and 
see the present, all a child had to do was to take the top off 
of a box. When Beth was about eight years old and 
wondering if Santa Claus was real, she came across these 
two boxes in her family’s storage area. To Beth, this was 
disturbing evidence that perhaps Santa Claus was not real, 
so she asked her father about the boxes: “Why are they here? 
Why doesn’t Santa have them?” Her father explained the 
situation well: “What are you, nuts or something? You think 
Santa can haul everything around with him? He asked your 
mother and me years ago to keep those boxes here. He said 
to put them out on Christmas Eve so he can fill them.” This 
made sense to Beth, who realized, “So that’s why the lids 
come off like that! So he can fill them and doesn’t have to 
wrap them each time!” Her father agreed: “He’s a smart guy, 
that Santa.”54 

• Eric Sean Nall is the frontman for the music group Foxy 
Shazam, which recorded the album Introducing. One of the 
songs on the album, “A Black Man’s Breakfast,” is about 
Karen, Mr. Nall’s girlfriend, a Proctor and Gamble scientist 
who develops shampoos. When the album came out, Mr. 
Nall’s girlfriend wrote down the lyrics for most of the songs 
so they could appear in the CD booklet, but when Mr. Nall 

 
54 Source: Beth Quinn, “Logic and magic converge in Santa.” The 
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took the lyrics to a printer, he added a couple of lines to “A 
Black Man’s Breakfast”: “Karen, I love you so much. Will 
you marry me?” He gave her a copy of the CD and booklet 
on Christmas Eve, and when she read the lyrics, she cried — 
and she said yes.55 

• Sophie Tucker understood the value of treating fans well. 
She met many fans backstage, and she kept a list of their 
names and addresses. Before coming back to a town to 
perform, she would send her fans in that town a postcard 
telling them about the performance. She also sent out a great 
many Christmas cards to fans. Each year, she sent out 7,000 
handwritten cards to her fans.56 

• When she was a child, choreographer Agnes De Mille gave 
her uncle, movie director Cecil De Mille, a Christmas 
present: a book of colored reproductions of paintings by Jan 
Vermeer. Mr. De Mille was pleased with the present; he gave 
her $100 and asked to go to the store where she had 
purchased the book and to buy a copy of all the books they 
had similar to it.57 

• When Donald W. Dugan’s daughter, Nancy, was four, he 
explained to her the real meaning of Christmas. The family 
enjoyed a wonderful Christmas, and a few days afterward, 
Mr. Dugan overheard Nancy tell her older sister that she had 

 
55 Source: Len Righi, “With ‘Introducing,’ Foxy Shazam cleverly 
charges ahead.” 10 March 2008 
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in The Morning Call (Allentown, PA). 
56 Source: Mary Unterbrink, Funny Women, p. 29. 
57 Source: Agnes de Mille, Portrait Gallery, pp. 172-173. 



 

had a wonderful time on Christmas. Nancy added, “I sure 
hope Joseph and Mary have another baby.”58 

• During a Christmas church service, the priest asked the 
little children of the parish to come and see a Nativity scene, 
then he asked the children what could be done to keep the 
baby Jesus warm. A child suggested giving Jesus a blanket, 
a second child suggested bringing straw into the manger, and 
a third child suggested, “Shut the door.”59 

• MAD magazine once came out with a board game that 
parodied the board game Monopoly. (Parker Brothers 
published both games.) The second Christmas of the MAD 
game’s existence, nothing had been changed in the game, so 
it was advertised as “NOT NEW or IMPROVED!”60 

• In the episode “Birds Gotta Fly, Fish Gotta Talk,” Alan 
Hale, who played the Skipper, also played Santa Claus. He 
was such a good Santa that crew members brought in their 
children to sit on his lap — even though the episode was 
filmed in the middle of August.61 

Clothing 

• Freddie Mercury, gay lead singer of Queen, invited 
celebrity photographer Richard Young to his birthday party 
at the Hilton in Munich, but there was a catch: All the 
invitees, including Mr. Young, had to come in drag. This was 
no problem, even though Mr. Young had a beard. Mr. 
Young’s wife, Susan, found a dress for him, then went 
shopping for a wig for him. She told a saleslady, “I’m 
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looking for a wig. Well, actually, it’s not for me. It’s for my 
husband. The saleslady replied, “Don’t worry, dear. We get 
a lot in here like you.” When Mr. Young left the party, a 
German woman saw him, looked him over, and said, “Your 
shoes give you away.” He replied, “My shoes? What about 
my beard?”62 

• Beatrice Lillie knew how to put people down when they 
needed to be put down. At a dinner party, Ms. Lillie was 
wearing a string of pearls that aroused the envy of a woman 
who asked, “Are they real?” Ms. Lillie replied, “Of course.” 
However, the envious woman didn’t believe her, so she 
grabbed the pearls, put them in her mouth, and bit them, then 
said, “No, they’re not. They’re cultured.” Ms. Lillie smiled 
sweetly, then said, “And how would you know — with false 
teeth?”63 

• Men who wear women’s clothing often wear large sizes. 
Hearing that a student at Miss Vera’s Finishing School for 
Boys Who Want to be Girls planned to dance the night away 
in 4-inch heels, Miss Veronica Vera asked if 4-inch heels 
would be too challenging. The student replied that 4 inches 
weren’t all that high when the student was wearing size-14 
shoes.64 

• In her sculptures, Louise Nevelson used a lot of wood 
pieces. One evening, when she was dressed very well — 
wearing a chinchilla fur coat — she came across a garbage 
can filled with wooden barrel staves. Thinking that she could 
use the staves in her sculptures, she began to fish them out 
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of the garbage can — while a police officer incredulously 
eyed her.65 

• Long ago, while acting in a play produced by the very 
stingy Jules J. Leventhal, an actress named Madeline (actor 
Jack Gilford’s future wife) was forced to go on stage wearing 
size-seven shoes, because her size-five shoes — which had 
cost $3.98 — were lost. The next day she asked Mr. 
Leventhal, “Do you want to spend $3.98 or replace me with 
someone who can fit into these shoes?”66 

Couples 

• When Green Bay quarterback Brett Favre was in the ninth 
grade, he met his future wife and mother of his children: 
Deanna Tynes. At a birthday party for his brother, Brett held 
Deanna’s hand for perhaps five seconds and kissed her 
quickly on the lips. As a professional football player, Brett 
is known for coolness under pressure, but this close contact 
with a girl had him sweating — a lot. Still, he got the job 
done — she agreed to be his girlfriend. One of the things 
they did was to play catch together. Brett, of course, threw 
hard. His father heard the sound of the hard-thrown baseball 
slapping into Deanna’s glove, so he came over to the couple 
and told Brett not to throw the baseball so hard to Deanna. 
Brett asked, “Why? She’s catchin’ ’em.”67 

• In Nebraska was a Quaker girl with high spirits who 
enjoyed saying things to shock her parents. Once, the girl, 
who was named Hulda, was discussing a recent elopement 
that had upset the Quaker neighborhood. Hulda said, very 
loudly to be sure her mother overheard her, “If my parents 

 
65 Source: Michael Cain, Louise Nevelson, p. 101. 
66 Source: Kate Mostel and Madeline Gilford, 170 Years of Show 
Business, p. 71. 
67 Source: Jeff Savage, Sports Great Brett Favre, p. 20. 



 

wouldn’t let me marry the man I wanted, I’d elope, too.” Her 
mother’s voice came from the next room: “Thee needn’t, 
Hulda — thee may have him.”68 

• Dating today is much different from dating in the good old 
days. Anita Curry, who was born in 1902, remembered 
dating at Danville, Kentucky’s Centre College in the 1920s. 
The boys would make dates for Saturday. At 7:30 p.m. the 
boys would go into the girls’ dormitory, which was the only 
place they were allowed to go to for a date. Until 9 p.m., the 
couples would find a place to sit and talk — preferably 
behind some ferns, so they could kiss occasionally.69 

Dance 

• American dance pioneer Ruth St. Denis once wanted to 
dance in a peacock costume, but had difficulty finding a 
suitable ornament for the headdress. A visitor wearing a hat 
with a feather crest came to tea at her house. Ms. St. Denis 
looked at the visitor’s hat, saw the feathered crest, and said, 
“That’s the very thing.” She took the visitor’s hat, snipped 
off the crest, returned the hat to her visitor, then left the room 
to attach the crest to the headdress of her costume, leaving 
her husband, Ted Shawn, behind to deal with the startled 
guest.70 

• Ballet stars are celebrities. Peter Martins of the New York 
City Ballet was constantly bothered by a woman who wrote 
him marriage proposals and sent him photographs of herself. 
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After about two years, fortunately, she sent him a 
photograph of himself — torn up — then left him alone.71 

Death 

• After his first wife died, celebrity photographer Richard 
Young was left with a void and two motherless children. As 
you would expect, he was depressed for a while and in 
desperate need of a nanny. One day he saw a policewoman 
giving his Harley a parking ticket, and he went over to her 
and begged her not to give him a ticket, saying that he had 
recently suffered the death of his wife and he had two young 
sons who needed a nanny. Luck was with him. The 
policewoman told him that she was tired of being a 
policewoman, and she became his two young sons’ nanny.72 

• In 1968, baseball player Bob Uecker’s father had a major 
heart attack — a Code Four — in a hospital. He almost died, 
but the physicians and nurses worked on him and saved his 
life by giving his heart an electric shock and by pounding on 
his chest. But when his father regained consciousness, he 
was angry. Everything had been really soft, pleasurable, and 
mellow — then suddenly a bunch of physicians and nurses 
had started pounding on him.73 

• When her father died when she was 13, Alicia Marks took 
over for him. Among other things, such as making a living 
for the family through her dancing, she performed the male 
role at the ritual each Sabbath. (The Marks family was 
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Jewish.) Alicia Marks was renamed Alicia Markova when 
she joined the dance troupe of Sergei Diaghilev.74 

• After author Alice Walker’s father, Willie Lee, died, her 
mother, Minnie Tallulah, spoke these words to him as he lay 
in his casket at the funeral: “Goodnight, Willie Lee, I’ll see 
you in the morning.” This became the title of Ms. Walker’s 
third volume of poetry, which was published in 1979.75 

• Composer Jeremiah Clarke (1670?-1707) decided to 
commit suicide because of a failed love affair. To determine 
how he would die — whether by drowning or by hanging — 
he threw a coin in the air. The coin landed on its side in the 
mud, so Mr. Clarke shot himself.76 

• When Diamond Jim Wilson, who had been a fire chief as 
well as a bar proprietor in Nome, Alaska, died, a large paper 
wreath decorated his tombstone. Perhaps a different 
inscription should have been chosen, for the wreath bore 
these words: “Gone to his last fire.”77 

• The Model T was a much-beloved car. In 1915, the Denver 
Express published a story about an old-timer who wanted to 
be buried in his Model T. Why? “The darned thing pulled 
me out of every hole I ever got into, and it ought to pull me 
out of this one.”78 

• Even at age 10, Maria Montessori was busy doing and 
learning things. Her mother stayed constantly by her side 
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when Maria was very ill, but Maria told her, “Don’t worry, 
Mama, I cannot die; I have too much to do.”79 

• An epitaph in a cemetery near Stockton, Somerset County, 
Maryland, said, “You wouldn’t come to see me / When I was 
alive / Don’t come to see me / Now that I’m dead.”80 

Easter 

• Father Richard Carton, the associate pastor of St. Catherine 
Siena Church in Mountain Lakes, New Jersey, once asked a 
group of second-graders what Jesus said after His 
resurrection from the dead. One little girl said she knew the 
answer: “Tah-dah!”81 

Education 

• Wandering warrior Zhang Liang once met an old man on a 
bridge. The old man deliberately kicked off a sandal, then 
asked Zhang Liang to retrieve it and to put it back on his 
foot. After Zhang Liang had done so, the old man told him 
that he was worthy to be taught and to meet him at the bridge 
in the early morning in five days. Five days later, Zhang 
Liang arrived at the bridge a few minutes after daybreak, and 
the old man told him to arrive earlier in another five days. 
Five days later, Zhang Liang arrived at the bridge earlier, but 
the old man was already there and told him, “Arrive earlier 
in another five days’ time. This is your last chance.” Five 
days later, Zhang Liang arrived at the bridge around 
midnight, and the old man arrived a few minutes later. The 
old man, who was named Huang Shi Gong, then taught 
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Zhang Liang the military strategy that enabled him to help 
Liu Bang become the founder of the Han Dynasty.82 

• Sports can be educational. In the fifth grade, Balanchine 
ballerina Allegra Kent was taught how to high jump. At first, 
the bar was set low so that everyone could jump it easily 
while practicing technique. Then the bar was set to four feet. 
Other students could not jump that high, but Allegra 
concentrated, and she jumped it on her first try. Her teacher 
congratulated her, “You are just a little taller than that pole. 
You did a great job.” Another teacher gave her a nickname: 
Mighty Mouse. The experience with the high jump, Ms. 
Kent wrote in her autobiography, “reinforced my belief in 
learning correct technique and incorporating it along with 
desire and coordination. I had listened carefully to the 
instructions, followed them, and they worked.”83 

• Dalmatians are associated with firefighters. In Springfield, 
Missouri, a trained Dalmatian named Becky Thatcher taught 
children fire safety. A firefighter would talk at a school 
assembly or other event to children about safety, and Becky 
did tricks to make the lessons easy to remember. For 
example, the firefighter would talk about what to do if your 
clothing caught on fire: stop, drop, and roll. As the firefighter 
talked, Becky stopped, dropped, and rolled. Following one 
of these assemblies, a parent wrote the fire department that 
because of the firefighter and Becky, in an emergency the 
parent’s own child had stopped, dropped, and rolled — and 
put out the flames.84 
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• When Mem Fox, the Australian young people’s author of 
Possum Magic, attended drama school, she frequently 
changed her hair color. Her teacher, Rose Bruford, once 
whispered to her when her hair was a bright blonde, 
“Merrion [Mem’s real name], do something about your 
hair.” Immediately, Mem changed it back to her original hair 
color — assuming that she remembered what her original 
hair color was. Ms. Bruford summoned Mem to her office 
and told her, “Sit down.” Mem sat down, and Ms. Bruford 
said, “Your hair looks lovely.” Then she immediately added, 
“You may go.” Mem rose, thanked Ms. Bruford, and left.85 

• While teaching a large college dance class, modern dance 
pioneer Martha Graham asked the students to sit down one 
at a time so that she could see how they sat. After the 
students had seated themselves, one of the students asked, 
“Miss Graham, why did you ask us to sit?” Ms. Graham 
explained, “I simply wanted to see which ones of you 
cherished your genitals. If you crash down to the floor, it 
means you have no concern for them.” She added, “And if 
you are indifferent to your creative areas in a physical sense, 
you will be indifferent to your creative forces in an artistic 
sense — and you will never become dancers.”86 

• Life is important, and one’s priorities must be set correctly. 
This is true, but how can people learn this lesson? In South 
Korea, companies are engaged in teaching exactly this 
lesson. They sell mock funerals to young people in college. 
These college students do these things: 1) write their will, 2) 
put on traditional Korean burial clothing, and 3) lie still as 
other people nail them into their coffin. Of course, being 
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nailed in the coffin is only temporary — but it is very 
effective in being a reminder of death, and very effective in 
educating people to set their priorities correctly.87 

• A young author named George Zournas once took a class 
taught by modern dance pioneer Martha Graham. Wearing 
new blue swim trunks on a hot day, he arrived at the class 
taught in a studio that had just had its floor refinished. 
Unfortunately, due to the warmth of the day, he began to 
perspire and the dye of the new blue swim trunks started 
staining the floor. Ms. Graham told him, “I forbid you to 
perspire. It’s only self-indulgence.” Mr. Zournas held her 
with such high reverence — and was so scared of her — that 
he stopped perspiring.88 

• Barbara Johnstone used to be a librarian for a juvenile 
detention center, where she would bring her used copies of 
National Geographic magazine and give them to social 
studies teacher Cathy Dowd. Ms. Dowd, in turn, gave the 
maps in the magazines to her students, who hung them as 
prized possessions on the walls of the dorms. One boy, 
however, was upset after the maps had been given out. He 
looked at a nearby boy, then told Ms. Johnstone and Ms. 
Dowd, “He got a map of the whole world. All I got was 
sh*tty old Virginia.”89 

• The parents of children’s author Jane Yolen wanted her to 
go to a good school, and once they even lied about where 
they lived to get her into the best school possible. 
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Unfortunately, Jane was too young to remember that she was 
supposed to give the authorities a pretend address, so she had 
to go to a different school. She was a smart student, and she 
was instantly promoted to the second grade when her first-
grade teacher discovered that young Jane had read her first-
grade reading textbook overnight.90 

• A high school sophomore waited until the last minute to 
read a book for his book report. In desperation, he read a 
book for 3rd graders and wrote his book report on it. Of 
course, his teacher was not fooled and enjoyed a good laugh 
while reading the book report, but the high school 
sophomore did receive a C+ — a C for writing something, 
and a + for having the courage to turn in a report on a book 
for 3rd graders.91 

• Education can occur late in one’s life. When Socrates was 
70 years old, he was condemned to die by a jury. In prison, 
he asked for a teacher of the musical instrument known as 
the lyre to visit him so he could take lessons. His friends 
protested that he would be executed in only three days. 
Socrates calmly replied that he had three more days to live 
and therefore he had three days left during which he could 
study the lyre.92 

• As a child in military school, actor Walter Slezak 
committed an infraction that landed him in the school prison 
for a day. He didn’t mind too much until the jailor brought 
him bread and water for the traditional prison lunch. Feeling 
that such a diet was an outrage, he bribed the jailor and dined 
on goulash, apple strudel, and some wine (the jailor shared 
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the wine with him), plus he enjoyed the Sunday newspaper 
and a few cigarettes.93 

• When Beverly Cleary, the young people’s author of the 
Ramona books, was very young, her father taught her that 
the world is round, and he used an orange to demonstrate that 
you could walk around the world and end up where you 
started. Having learned that lesson, Beverly set off to walk 
around the world. Fortunately, her father caught up with her 
at the edge of their farm, and then he taught her how big the 
world is.94 

• Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of penicillin, had an 
older brother named Tom who wanted him and yet another 
brother, who was named Robert, to keep up their studies 
after they had started to work for a living. Tom would ask 
Alexander and Robert to each contribute a coin, then he 
would quiz them on math, geography, and history. The 
brother who answered the greatest number of questions 
correctly got both coins.95 

• Michele L. Hardie was teaching a Sunday School class 
about God’s Creation of the World. After teaching the class, 
she asked the class these review questions: “What did God 
create the first day?” and “What did God create the second 
day?” After the class had answered these questions correctly, 
she asked, “What happened the third day?” A child in the 
class answered, “He rose from the dead!”96 
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• The townspeople of Northampton, Massachusetts, became 
upset because some of the female students at Smith College 
occasionally undressed without drawing their shades. They 
met with Smith College President William Allan Neilson 
and asked him to tell the female students to pull down their 
shades. President Neilson replied to the townspeople, “Pull 
down your own shades.”97 

• On her very first day of kindergarten, ballerina Jillana 
confided a secret to her teacher: “Don’t tell anyone, but I’m 
really a princess.” As a ballerina, Jillana has danced many 
regal roles, including that of the Princess in Firebird. By the 
way, Jillana’s real last name is Zimmerman, and as a pretty 
teenager, she was known as Jill-bait.98 

• When he was a young man, Ernest Rutherford, the father 
of nuclear science and a future Nobel-Prize winner in 
Chemistry, occasionally taught his three youngest sisters at 
the request of their mother. They were fidgety, so he kept 
them from fidgeting by tying the braids of each sister to the 
braids of another sister.99 

• Rufus Jones was an educator at Haverford College. Once, 
a student snuck out of his dorm room one night when he was 
supposed to be in bed, and he ran smack into Professor 
Jones. “Oh, my God,” the student said. Professor Jones, who 
was a Quaker, replied, “No, just one of His humble 
servants.”100 
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• Richard Watson once told fellow philosopher Richard 
Rudner that he had been studying the philosophy of sex for 
15 years and that so far he had written only seven pages. Mr. 
Rudner replied, “Fifteen years is not long enough, and seven 
pages are too many.”101 

• Comedian Lenny Bruce kept on learning, even after 
becoming famous. Once, he enrolled in a typing class that 
met late in the afternoons. Every day, he brought his elderly 
teacher an apple.102 
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Chapter 3: From Fathers to Grandparents 
Fathers 

• Larry Gelbart, who developed M*A*S*H for television, got 
his first job as a humor writer because of his father, a barber 
to the stars, including comedian Danny Thomas, who then 
appeared on Maxwell House Coffee Time. His father kept 
praising young Larry to Mr. Thomas, who eventually gave 
in and asked him to have Larry write something. Mr. Thomas 
read what Larry wrote, liked it, and showed it to head writer 
Mac Benoff, who asked Larry, “Why don’t you come by my 
house, where I write the show, sit with me, and think up 
some jokes?” Larry did, and some of his lines appeared in 
the show. When the show shut down for the summer break, 
Mr. Benoff gave Larry a check for $40 and told him, “Buy 
yourself a sport jacket.” Mr. Gelbart says, “That many years 
ago I could have bought myself a car.”103 

• NBA star Grant Hill has a famous father: former star NFL 
running back Calvin Hill. When Grant was young, having a 
famous father actually made him uneasy at times because he 
wanted to be like the other kids in his class. One day when 
his father spoke at his school, Grant actually faked a 
stomachache so he could visit the nurse and not have to see 
his father. And whenever his parents picked him up after 
school, Grant wanted them to drive an old Volkswagen 
instead of one of their luxury cars. Grant says, “I’ve always 
just wanted to blend in and be like everybody else. I didn’t 
want anybody, especially my friends, thinking I was better 
than them. I just wanted to be a down-to-earth guy and have 
my own identity.”104 
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• The father of young people’s author Bruce Coville was not 
himself a bookish man, but one thing that he did for his son 
was to give him a love of books. How did he do that? He 
read out loud to him each evening after the evening meal a 
chapter from the book Tom Swift in the City of Gold. As an 
adult, Bruce said, “I was enthralled, listened raptly, waited 
anxiously for the next night and the next, resented an 
intrusion, and reread the book several times later on my 
own.” This is the only book that his father ever read to him, 
but it is the book that had the greatest effect on his life 
because, Bruce says, “I was hooked on books.”105 

• When Ohio University student Lindsey DeStefano was 
growing up, she and Erin, her younger sister, were afraid of 
monsters. Fortunately, they had a loving father who 
protected them. He invented “Monster Spray,” a concoction 
that he sprayed in all corners, under the bed, and in the closet 
to keep away monsters of every kind. Later, of course, they 
learned that the Monster Spray consisted of ordinary tap 
water, but when they were young, they believed in it. One 
night after their father had finished spraying, Lindsey called 
him back because she thought that he had missed a spot.106 

• At one time, teenagers had much more freedom than they 
do now. One summer in Yamhill, Oregon, when he was 15 
years old, Chester Bunn, the father of young people’s author 
Beverly Cleary, was sent to town to buy beefsteak. Instead 
of buying beefsteak, he kept right on going and worked on 
ranches for all summer in eastern Oregon. When Chester 
returned home, his father didn’t ask where he had been all 
summer. Instead, he asked, “Did you bring the beefsteak?”107 
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• The parents of major-league baseball star Bobby Bonilla 
divorced when he and his siblings were young, but although 
the children lived with their mother, their father stayed 
involved in their lives. Each evening, he would stop his car 
in front of the apartment building where they lived. He 
would honk his horn and wait until all four of his children 
showed themselves in a window so that he knew that they 
were safe at home.108 

• In the Neil Simon play Come Blow Your Horn, actor Lou 
Jacobi talks to an empty chair — a piece of acting business 
that he copied from his own father. Mr. Jacobi’s father saw 
the play, and his actor son was worried about what he would 
think of the business with the chair, and so he asked, “Pop, 
what did you think of my performance?” His father replied, 
“You know, son, I’ve known men just like that.”109 

• Perhaps the most joyful woman John J. Boucher of 
Hicksville, New York, ever knew was a Native American 
woman who had grown up in a large and impoverished 
family. Still, the family was always happy. Whenever the 
family was down to its last $5, her father used to spend the 
money on ice cream and invite the neighbors over for a 
party.110 

• While in China, ballerina Margot Fonteyn’s father was 
greatly bothered by mosquitoes, as his mosquito netting was 
not completely effective. According to Margot’s father, the 
mosquitoes were very intelligent. The parent mosquitoes 
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would push their tiny young through the netting so they 
could grow up inside the netting and torment him.111 

• The father of professional baseball player Ernie Banks 
worked hard to give his son a chance to make it big. When 
Mr. Banks signed his first contract to play professional ball 
with the Chicago Cubs, he sent this telegram to his father: 
“WE DID IT!”112 

• Composer Michael Tilson Thomas’ father greatly 
respected nature. He would go into the desert, which he 
especially appreciated because even when he turned his 
hearing aid all the way up, he couldn’t hear anything.113 

• Two little girls were discussing their Sunday School 
lesson. “Do you believe there’s a Devil?” asked the first little 
girl. “No,” replied the second little girl. “I believe the Devil 
is just like Santa Claus — he’s your father.”114 

Flowers 

• Dancer Ruth St. Denis cared little for flowers — a common 
gift to dancers — and would throw them away after a 
performance. Her husband, fellow dancer Ted Shawn, would 
often rescue the flowers and put them in water after reading 
the card that came with them. Sometimes, a visitor came 
backstage to visit her, and Mr. Shawn would whisper to her 
something like, “Mrs. Jones — red roses.” Ms. St. Denis 
would then say, “Mrs. Jones. Those beautiful red roses. They 
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went right to my heart. Oh, my dear, thank you. Thank you 
so much.”115 

• E.B. White loved living things, and living things loved him. 
After he died, two short phrases on his funeral service notice 
revealed his personality: “Everyone is welcome” and 
“Please, no flowers.” Because he loved living things, his 
family knew that he would prefer that the flowers keep on 
living rather than be cut and killed for his funeral service.116 

Food 

• Health expert Charlotte Hilton Andersen used to be a 
waitress, and of course she had a few irritating customers. 
She says, “In my past life as a waitress, there were few 
customers more irritating than the woman who would order 
the prime rib with mashed potatoes and creme brulee but 
then insist that all the fat be trimmed from her meat, her 
potatoes be made with the skins on and cooked with no 
butter in soy milk and the creme brulee be fat free with 
Splenda caramelized on top.” Usually, the restaurants would 
do nothing more than to try to serve the woman what she 
wanted. Unfortunately, sometimes the woman would keep 
sending the food back to the kitchen to be “fixed.” In those 
cases, revenge happened. The woman had ordered a high-
calorie meal but insisted that it be a low-calorie meal — an 
impossibility. Therefore, the restaurant staff would make it 
an extra-high-calorie meal. They would give the woman 
Coke instead of Diet Coke. They would put oil and butter on 
the woman’s vegetables. For a very rude woman, the chefs 
would choose the fattiest cut of meat available and would 
give the woman extra Bernaise sauce. Ms. Andersen does 
comfort non-rude customers: “All of which is not to say that 
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you should fear your waitress every time you go out to eat. 
We saved this awful behavior for the select few who made 
royal pains out of themselves.”117 

• Marian Christy once interviewed Julia Child about food 
and cooking. Ms. Child’s position was that good food and 
good cooking are necessities in a home. Ms. Christy’s 
position was that a busy woman may not have time to cook 
good food. Ms. Child ended up winning the argument. A few 
days later, she telephoned Ms. Christy to come over for 
lunch. When Ms. Christy arrived, Ms. Child added a little 
mayonnaise to some crabmeat, put it on a leaf of lettuce, then 
added a sprig of parsley. She then poured out glasses of 
chilled white wine and put on the table some bread she had 
heated in the oven. The time it took to do this was only a few 
minutes — and the food was good.118 

• In between the two world wars, European actor Walter 
Slezak (the son of opera singer Leo Slezak) walked into a 
New York restaurant, was surprised to learn that oysters 
were very inexpensive, and ordered three dozen. When the 
waitress brought him his order, he was further surprised by 
their large size. (In Europe at this time, oysters were very 
small and very expensive.) Mr. Slezak managed to eat only 
34 of the 36 oysters.119 

• Before meeting Ronald Reagan, his future wife, Nancy, 
knew a good deal when she saw it. On dates at the Stork 
Club, she used to put any leftover dinner rolls in her 
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pocketbook and take them home. One day, she was 
embarrassed when a waiter gave her some butter, along with 
a note from the owner saying that the butter would make the 
leftover dinner rolls taste better.120 

• A waitress once asked American Quaker Rufus Jones what 
he wanted for breakfast. He replied, “Coffee, boiled egg, 
toast, and a kind word, please.” She quickly brought him the 
items of food he had ordered, and when he asked for the kind 
word, she replied, “I wouldn’t touch the egg if I were you.”121 

• When Kerri Strug was growing up, Sundays at her home 
were family days. Members of the family took turns deciding 
what the family would do that day. Kerri’s choice was 
always the same — pigging out on Chuck E. Cheese pizza.122 

• A little boy wondered why at every suppertime, the family 
had to pray for its daily bread, instead of simply praying once 
a week. His older brother knew the answer: “We have to pray 
every day so the bread will be fresh.”123 

• Gymnast Bart Conner had little trouble losing weight while 
competing in some rural parts of China — the parts that 
served fried baby sparrows with every dinner.124 

Friends 

• When the Dodgers played their first game in Los Angeles, 
over 80,000 fans attended. Dodger pitcher Carl Erskine 
really didn’t know many people in Los Angeles, so he gave 
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a complimentary ticket to one friend whom he did have in 
LA: Matt Brinduse, who drove a truck delivering laundry. 
The Dodgers won the game with Mr. Erskine pitching, and 
afterward at the news conference, Dodger manager Walt 
Alston fielded questions from sports writers, many of whom 
he did not know. From the back came this question: “Mr. 
Alston, Erskine pitched a great game today, didn’t he?” Mr. 
Alston answered, “Yes, Carl did a good job for us.” A little 
later, the same voice asked from the back, “Mr. Alston, 
Erskine is one of the best pitchers you’ve had, right?” Mr. 
Alston answered, “Well, Carl’s been a productive pitcher all 
along.” A little later, and again came the voice from the back, 
“Mr. Alston, wouldn’t you say that Carl’s your ace?” 
Hearing this, Mr. Alston turned to the Dodger traveling 
secretary, Lee Scott, and asked, “Who the hell is that?” Of 
course, the voice belonged to Matt Brinduse, driver of a 
laundry truck and close, personal friend of Carl Erskine.125 

• Tamora “Tammy” Pierce’s first novel, The Song of the 
Lioness, was written for adults, but agent Claire Smith read 
half of the manuscript and suggested that she rewrite it as a 
quartet (series of four books) for young adults. Tamora 
thought that Claire was just being polite and she was 
surprised later when Claire asked her how the rewrites were 
coming along. On hearing that Tamora thought that Claire 
was being nice in giving her a suggestion, Claire looked at 
her and said, “Tammy, I am never nice.” Tammy did rewrite 
it for teenagers, and when the first volume, Alanna: The First 
Adventure, was published in September 1983, Tamora 
looked for it in bookstores. Finding it in a B. Dalton 
bookstore, she started crying and saying over and over, “It’s 
real. I can’t believe it’s real.” Another day, Tamora and some 
of her friends were in a bookstore when a sales clerk came 
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over and started praising Tamora’s book. Tamora’s friends 
pointed at her and sang out, “She’s the author!”126 

• As young men, friends Rob Reiner and Albert Brooks were 
out riding in the country when they got lost, so Albert 
stopped the car and asked a cow for directions. The cow 
moved its head, probably because of a fly, and Albert started 
driving in that direction, saying, “He knows. He lives around 
here.” The cow’s directions were accurate, and Albert and 
Rob made it back home again.127 

• William Bacon Evans of Westtown School was a Quaker 
and a naturalist. Once, he asked a new resident at the Quaker 
study center if he had met the oaks yet. The Quaker replied 
that he had not met them yet, so Mr. Evans took him to a 
display that showed leaves from various kinds of oak trees 
growing in the neighborhood.128 

• Gossiping can sometimes lead to embarrassing situations 
for deaf people. For example, a deaf person was using sign 
language in a restaurant to gossip about a deaf friend. 
Midway through the conversation, he looked up to see his 
friend was also in the restaurant — and had been watching 
his every word.129 

• A friendship between actor Ralph Richardson and 
conductor Georg Solti sprang up in an elevator. The other 
passengers politely avoided looking at the two famous men, 
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and Sir Ralph complained to Sir Georg, “The trouble with 
being famous is that nobody speaks to you in the lift.”130 

• Shandy Lim Diew Noi of Singapore has a kind neighbor. 
Shandy hangs her laundry to dry on a line outside her 
window. Whenever it starts to rain, her neighbor uses a 
bamboo pole to tap on Shady’s windowsill to let her know 
that she should bring in her laundry before it gets wet.131 

• Fred Astaire used to wear grey flannel quite often. When 
he gave Audrey Hepburn a photograph of himself she had 
asked for, she had a special frame made for it — it was 
covered in grey flannel.132 

• Robert Benchley and Dorothy Parker once shared a tiny 
office in the Metropolitan Opera House studios. According 
to Mr. Benchley, “One cubic foot less of space, and it would 
have constituted adultery.”133 

Games 

• Roald Dahl played games with his children. One day, 
Tessa, his young daughter, woke up to find her name burned 
in the lawn. Roald claimed that fairies had done it. Actually, 
of course, he had. When he took his children out to eat, he 
encouraged them to make up wild stories about the strangers 
they saw in the restaurant. After a wild story-telling session, 
he would ask the strangers to introduce themselves to his 
children.134 
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• Charades used to be a popular parlor game. Marc Connelly, 
a writer who loved to act, once made several extravagant 
gestures to illustrate a title, which Russel Crouse guessed as 
Mr. Connelly described the second syllable. Mr. Connelly 
was disappointed and told Mr. Crouse, “You spoiled it.”135 

Gays and Lesbians 

• All too often, we don’t see what others can see — for 
example, our own beauty. One Sunday afternoon, the 
girlfriend of Malinda Lo, managing editor of 
<afterellen.com>, told her that she looked beautiful. Ms. Lo 
laughed off the compliment, saying, “Whatever — you’re 
biased.” But her girlfriend said, “No, you look beautiful 
when you’re dressed up or when you’re wearing a T-shirt or 
whether you’re wearing makeup or not.” Then she added, 
“Sometimes we can’t see what others can see more easily.” 
Ms. Lo writes, “I still, often, think of myself as less than 
beautiful, and that’s because beautiful, in contemporary 
American culture, is indeed about being tall, thin, blond, and 
blue-eyed. That definition excludes the vast majority of the 
population. How could I possibly believe that?”136 

• Drag queens can be obsessive about getting the women’s 
clothing they want. After Lee Brewster, a major supplier of 
women’s clothing to drag queens and other cross-dressers, 
died, a drag queen who did not know he had died called his 
store (where some of Mr. Brewster’s friends had gathered to 
talk about him and to express their grief) to ask some 
questions about women’s clothing. Informed that Lee 
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Brewster had died, the drag queen asked, “Does this mean I 
can’t order my corset?”137 

• Author Boze Hadleigh has a friend who came up with this 
idea for a bumper sticker: “Family Valued: We Love Our 
Gay Son, Too.”138 

Gifts 

• Lina Beacon, who was born in 1898 and who was a life-
long resident of Long Island in New York, remembered 
when trash began to be picked up. Previously, people had 
just buried it in their yards. She used to wrap the trash in a 
nice, neat package, and sometimes even tied pretty party 
ribbons (that she had saved from gifts that she had received) 
around it.139 

• Early in her gymnastics career, Svetlana Boginskaya was 
given two cars. However, she was too busy to learn how to 
drive, so she gave both cars away. One she gave to her 
brother; the other she gave to her parents.140 

Good Deeds 

• According to Deuteronomy 24:19, if you reap your field 
and you forget a sheaf, you are not permitted to go back to 
your field and get it; instead, you have to leave it for the poor. 
A Hassid was conscientious in his life, and for many years 
he did not forget a sheaf in his field, but one harvest he forgot 
a sheaf and he rejoiced because he had the opportunity to 
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obey a command of God. He told his son to prepare a great 
feast: to sacrifice one bull for a burnt-offering and another 
bull for a peace-offering. His son wondered why his father 
was so happy about forgetting a sheaf in his field, and the 
father told him, “All the other duties of the Torah come to us 
by paying attention, but this one comes to us by inattention. 
All the earnestness and good intentions in the world will not 
bring us the merit of this deed, only a moment of 
forgetfulness.”141 

• Brian Fitterman of Please Promotions did some work for 
MAD magazine, such as making MAD jackets for the staff 
members. He decided that he wanted a subscription for 
MAD, but he didn’t want MAD publisher William M. Gaines 
to know because he might feel obligated to give him a 
complimentary subscription. Therefore, he simply did what 
everyone else did and sent in a subscription request and 
check through the mail. However, he didn’t know that Mr. 
Gaines opened all the subscription mail himself, and so he 
was surprised when Mr. Gaines returned his check and gave 
him a complimentary three-year subscription. He asked 
MAD writer Dick DeBartolo, “Dick, how could Gaines, the 
publisher of MAD, know I had subscribed? Who do you 
think gave him my letter?”142 

• As a youth, Ernest Rutherford studied under the 
schoolmaster Jacob Reynolds in his native New Zealand. 
After he won the 1908 Nobel Prize for Chemistry, Mr. 
Rutherford wrote his old schoolmaster a thank-you letter 
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“for the way you initiated me into the mysteries of Latin, 
Algebra, and Euclid.” He also enclosed some money.143 

Grandparents 

• Actor Dule Hill played the personal aide to the President 
on the TV series The West Wing. After three years of playing 
the role, he was honored when a full-page photograph of him 
appeared in a book about the series. He bought a copy of the 
book and gave it to his grandmother. Of course, she was very 
happy to receive the book. Looking at the full-page 
photograph of her grandson, she said, “Look what I lived to 
see.” Mr. Hill says, “I remember that moment — knowing 
her journey. She’d worked as a seamstress, walked to the bus 
in the middle of winter…. It taught me that when you pursue 
your dreams and sometimes you keep working hard, 
working hard and you may not get the reward yourself — 
but for the grace of God, it all works out in the long run. That 
taught me a lot. You don’t know what you do today how it 
affects tomorrow.”144 

• While conductor Leopold Stokowski was in his sixties, he 
married Gloria Vanderbilt, who was in her twenties. Ms. 
Vanderbilt was at the time a drama student. One morning, a 
classmate dropped by to pick her up, but she had already 
gone. It was early in the morning, so when Maestro 
Stokowski explained the situation to the student from a 
balcony, he was wearing a bathrobe and his famous long 
white hair was rumpled. Later, Ms. Vanderbilt started to 
apologize to her classmate, but the classroom told her not to 
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apologize, because “your grandmother explained 
everything.”145 

• Joey Adams’ grandfather was an unhappy, cantankerous 
man for many years, but he changed and became a gentle, 
happy soul. Noticing the change, his neighbors asked what 
had happened. Joey’s grandfather replied, “I’ve been 
striving all my life for a contented mind. It’s done no good 
— so I’ve just decided to be contented without it.”146 
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Chapter 4: From Husbands and Wives to Mothers 

Husbands and Wives 

• In 1949, journalist James Morris married Elizabeth 
Tuckniss. Later, Mr. Morris got a sex change and became 
Jan Morris. Because of the sex change, the married couple 
was forced to divorce, but they continued to live together. In 
2008, in a civil service ceremony, Jan Morris, now a writer, 
re-married Elizabeth Tuckniss. Ms. Morris pointed out, “I 
have lived with the same person for 58 years. We were 
married when I was young … and then this sex-change, so-
called, happened, so we naturally had to divorce … but we 
always lived together, anyway. So, I wanted to round this 
thing off nicely. So last week, as a matter of fact, Elizabeth 
and I went and had a civil union.” Ms. Tuckniss says, “After 
Jan had a sex change, we had to divorce. So there we were. 
It did not make any difference to me. We still had our family. 
We just carried on.” Why do some marriages endure that 
seem unlikely to endure? British journalist Stuart Jeffries 
says, “You know what — it’s none of our business. … 
Enough that some mysteries remain just that.”147 

• Opera singer Mary Garden gave much of the credit for her 
success to American women because they dragged their 
husbands to the opera houses to hear her sing. One of Mary’s 
sisters witnessed a typical example of this in Paris when 
Mary was singing in Thaïs. An American man complained 
to his American wife, “I didn’t want to come here, and you 
know it. I wanted to go to the Folies Bergère.” His wife 
replied, “Well, you’re here now, darling, and you’re going 
to hear Mary Garden in Thaïs with me.” Once the opera 
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started, and Ms. Garden was singing, the man said, “Gee, 
this is swell. Give me your glasses” — and he kept his wife’s 
opera glasses throughout the opera.148 

• Some people choose to live in very small houses, both 
because the houses are affordable and because they are good 
for the environment. In Madison, Wisconsin, Robert and 
Deborah Luther live in a very small house — 396 square feet 
downstairs, and 156 (not-quite-finished) feet upstairs — on 
the shore of Lake Monona. Robert bought the house, then 
married Deborah. To get room for her to live in the very 
small house, he says, “I threw out half of my stuff so she 
could move in. She threw out the other half of my stuff.” 
Another advantage of living in a very small house is that 
cleaning the Luthers’ house takes only 25 minutes.149 

• Country comedian Jerry Clower became a professional 
entertainer by accident, but he had plenty of practice because 
he was always telling stories and making people laugh while 
relaxing at home and while working as a fertilizer salesman. 
Someone once asked his wife, Homerline, how long her 
husband had been an entertainer. She replied, “I’ve known 
Jerry Clower since I was 13 years old, and I’ve never seen a 
day when he wasn’t entertaining someone.”150 

• Getting married occurs naturally and easily for some 
people. Others have to work at it. Barbara Feldon, who 
played the role of Agent 99 on TV’s Get Smart, knows 
someone who treated the process of finding someone to get 
married to like a problem that needed to be solved. She 
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telephoned lots and lots of friends and acquaintances and 
told them to fix her up with a male — she was willing to date 
any man at least once, no matter what the man looked like. 
After a couple of years of doing this, she got married.151 

• E.B. White and Katherine Sergeant Angell got married on 
November 13, 1929. Their co-workers learned about the 
marriage when the happy couple returned to the office the 
next day. To express his feelings, Mr. White sent his wife an 
inter-office memo that consisted of a New Yorker cartoon 
depicting a man thinking while sitting on a curb. For the 
cartoon’s caption, Mr. White had written, “E.B. White 
slowly accustomed himself to the idea that he had made the 
most beautiful decision of his life.”152 

• John Steinbeck discovered while watching television news 
on October 25, 1962, that he had won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. His wife, Elaine, who was frying bacon, was so 
excited that she put the hot pan with sizzling bacon in the 
refrigerator. Later, when a reporter asked Mr. Steinbeck, 
author of The Grapes of Wrath, if he had deserved to win, 
Mr. Steinbeck replied, “Frankly, no.”153 

• When Queen Caroline was dying, her husband, King 
George II, appeared by her bedside. She told him to remarry 
after she had died, but he replied, “Never. I shall always take 
mistresses.” Queen Caroline had been aware of his 
extracurricular activities during their marriage, so she told 
him, “That shouldn’t hamper your marrying.”154 
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• Stand-up comedians quickly learn that the best way to meet 
a particular woman they see in the audience is to stand near 
the women’s restroom. Sooner or later, the woman they want 
to meet will use the facilities. In fact, that is how Jay Leno 
met his wife, Mavis.155 

• Not everyone cusses on a regular basis, and so when they 
attempt to cuss, they can make mistakes because they are out 
of practice. For example, Tucson Weekly columnist Tom 
Danehy says that his saintly wife once tried to cuss and said, 
“I don’t give a hell!” He asks, “What does that even 
mean?”156 

• For a long time, sculptor David Smith created his works at 
home, wielding his blowtorch in his small Brooklyn 
apartment. His wife, Dorothy, was forced to follow him 
around and douse fires with a sprinkling can until she found 
him another place to work: the Terminal Iron Works.157 

• When Tom Gorman was umpiring in the International 
League, a fan started to ride him pretty heavy. Unfortunately 
for the fan, Mr. Gorman’s wife was in the grandstand. She 
clobbered the fan with her pocketbook — and the crowd 
gave her an ovation.158 

• Once, a couple of people streaked stark naked across the 
baseball diamond of a game Yogi Berra was playing. Later, 
his wife asked him if the streakers had been male or female. 
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Yogi replied, “I don’t know — they had bags over their 
faces.”159 

• Back when playwright Charles MacArthur was 
successfully courting actress Helen Hayes, she told him that 
she was playing Cleopatra in George Bernard Shaw’s 
Caesar and Cleopatra. Mr. MacArthur replied, “I wish I 
could play the asp.”160 

• Actor Alan Ladd was short — Sheldon Leonard estimates 
perhaps five-feet-four. His being short didn’t bother him, but 
it did bother his wife, who insisted that he either play 
opposite short actors or wear six-inch elevator shoes.161 

• Comic actress Carole Lombard was well known for her 
swearing in Hollywood, but when she married Clark Gable, 
he requested that she stop. According to Mr. Gable, “I will 
do the swearing in this family.”162 

• In Sandy Spring, Maryland, lived a Quaker woman who 
had never married. When she was asked why she had 
remained single all her life, she replied, “It takes a mighty 
good man to be better than none.”163 

• Michael Douglas once interviewed the Japanese wife of 
singer and animal-lover Wayne Newton, asking, “Have you 
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always liked animals?” She replied, “No, not until I met 
Wayne.”164 

• Stage actress Ina Claire was married to silent movie star 
John Gilbert. When a reporter asked her what it felt like to 
be married to a celebrity, she replied, “You’d better ask my 
husband.”165 

• Composer Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) was unhappily 
married. His wife did not respect his work, and she 
sometimes cut his music compositions into strips to use to 
curl her hair.166 

• Danny Kaye’s wife was Sylvia Fine. Mr. Kaye used to 
joke, “I have a Fine head on my shoulders.”167 

Language 

• Margot Fonteyn once telephoned Hungarian ballet dancer 
Viktor Rona to invite him to dance with her at a benefit. 
However, when he told the other dancers that the great 
Fonteyn had called him, they replied, “And I suppose the 
President of the United States invited you to Washington, 
too! Come off it.” And when he asked the theatre 
administrator for a leave of absence so he could dance with 
Ms. Fonteyn, the administrator also refused to believe him. 
Finally, Ms. Fonteyn herself called the theatre administrator, 
and so he was forced to believe the story. When Ms. Fonteyn 
and Mr. Rona finally met for the first time, he told her before 
giving her a huge hug, “You are my heart’s desire. Only you 

 
164 Source: Kermit Schafer, Kermit Schafer’s Blunderful World of 
Bloopers, p. 135. 
165 Source: Michèle Brown and Ann O’Connor, Hammer and Tongues, 
p. 38. 
166 Source: David W. Barber, Bach, Beethoven, and the Boys, p. 67. 
167 Source: Boze Hadleigh, Hollywood Gays, p. 371. 



 

for me!” The press and Ms. Fonteyn loved it. Mr. Rona had 
learned these two sentences from a movie — they were the 
only English sentences he knew.168 

• When Art Linkletter was in France, he needed to go to a 
bank to buy a coupon for gasoline because of rationing. No 
one at the bank spoke English, so he was forced to rely on 
his knowledge of French, which he thought was passable. 
However, after he bought his gasoline coupon and drove to 
a gasoline station, the attendant looked at the coupon, 
shrugged, then squirted only a pint of gasoline into his car 
— which was the amount of gasoline the coupon was good 
for.169 

• Sir Ralph Richardson was capable of losing his temper. At 
a Christmas lunch, he once threatened to “flatten” Lindsay 
Anderson unless he stopped using four-letter words in front 
of his son — Sir Ralph’s son, Charles, was nineteen years 
old at the time.170 

Letters 

• William K. Sessions, like his father, William H. Sessions, 
is a Quaker humorist. William H. did not cross his T’s, and 
after William K. read in the Times of London that Sir Walter 
Scott also did not cross his T’s, he sent the Times this letter: 
“Waller Scoll d1d nol cross h1s lls. L1ke S1r Waller Scoll, 
my Falher d1d nol cross h1s lls, and furlhermore d1d nol dol 
h1s 11s. lh1s was a consc1ous dec1s1on by my Falher: as a 
young man he dec1ded lhal, 1l would cumulal1vely save h1m 
a lol of l1me (dur1ng an acl1ve long l1fe of e1ghly e1ghl 
years). I wonder how many readers of your excellenl l1mes 
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newspaper have s1m1lar wr1l1ng eccenlr1c1l1es?” 
Unfortunately, the Times did not print the letter.171 

• All beginning authors have to deal with rejection slips. 
Young people’s author Bruce Coville calls them “ugly baby 
letters.” He says, “It’s like getting a letter that says, ‘Dear 
Mr. Coville, We have carefully examined photographs of 
your child, and boy, do you have an ugly baby!’” Mr. Coville 
also says that beginning authors have to keep on writing and 
sending out manuscripts — if they don’t, they will never be 
published.172 

• John Custis and Fidelia Custis were from Arlington and 
Williamsburg. When John first fell in love with Fidelia, he 
wanted to write her a perfect love letter. However, he did not 
feel up to the task, so he paid a teacher at William and Mary 
to write a love letter for him. How much is such a love letter 
worth? Mr. Custis paid the teacher 500 pounds of tobacco.173 

Mishaps 

• Joy-riding is not a new activity. Louisa May Alcott, author 
of Little Women, was a mischievous girl, in contrast to Anna, 
her rule-abiding older sister. Louisa, Anna, and a friend 
named Clara walked to school one winter day. They saw a 
sleigh and horse, and Louisa and Clara borrowed the sleigh 
and horse, riding it up and down the street before returning 
it to its rightful place and continuing their walk to school 
with Anna.174 

 
171 Source: William K. Sessions, compiler, The Sun of Quaker 
Laughter, p. 54. 
172 Source: Hal Marcovitz, Bruce Coville, pp. 27-28 
173 Source: Helen Chappell, The Chesapeake Book of the Dead, p. 11. 
174 Source: Elizabeth Silverthorne, Louisa May Alcott, p. 39. 



 

• Wilson Mizner once installed a loud cuckoo clock in his 
bedroom. Coming home sober one night (a rare occurrence), 
he was in a bad mood, and he was annoyed when the clock 
awoke him at 3 a.m. So he got a double-barrelled shotgun, 
sat down, and waited for 4 a.m. When the cuckoo came out 
of the clock to announce the hour, he shot it with both 
barrels.175 

 • When Jack Lemmon was a kid, the boy next door claimed 
to be a woodsman. On a dare, Jack stuck his foot out and 
allowed the “woodsman” to swing at it with an axe. The 
woodsman was supposed to narrowly miss Jack’s foot but he 
instead cut off the toe of Jack’s shoe. (Fortunately, he did not 
cut off Jack’s toes.)176 

• Kermit Schafer, the collector of Bloopers in several record 
albums and books, once was interviewed on BBC-TV 1 in 
England. His TV interviewer said on air, “Before we 
continue our chat with American TV producer Kermit 
Schafer, here is our weather girl, Linda Lee, to tell about her 
warm front.”177 

• Art Linkletter learned Japanese to prepare himself for a trip 
to Japan. When he boarded his plane, he saw an Oriental 
flight attendant, so he told her “Good morning” in his very 
best Japanese. The flight attendant smiled and bowed, then 
told Mr. Linkletter, “Your accent is beautiful, but I’m 
Chinese.”178 
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• Deaf people are sometimes at a disadvantage in doctors’ 
offices. For example, a deaf man was giving a urine sample 
when a nurse knocked on the door. Of course, the deaf man 
didn’t hear the knock, so he didn’t warn the nurse he was in 
there, and the nurse caught him in an embarrassing 
position.179 

• After the wedding of ballerina Suzanne Farrell and dancer 
Paul Mejia, she was pleased that the airport personnel 
stamped their luggage with her initials, “SF,” before she and 
her husband boarded their flight for Hawaii. Later, they 
discovered that their luggage had been flown to San 
Francisco.180 

• Olympic gymnast Bart Conner and his two brothers, Bruce 
and Michael, were very active as kids — always hanging 
from things, jumping off things, and performing flips off a 
swing set. One summer, the three Conner boys set a family 
record — as a result of their play, they required 37 stitches.181 

• Some people look for love in the wrong places. Philosopher 
Richard Watson once knew a man who was looking for his 
perfect soulmate: a woman who was willing to sail around 
the world with him. Mr. Watson asked, “And you’re looking 
in St. Louis, Missouri?”182 

• Early in his career, actor Peter Sellers met a woman at a 
dance whom he immediately liked. After the dance, he 
wanted to walk her home, so he suggested that they walk on 
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a bridle path. She replied, “It’s far too early to think of 
getting married.”183 

• Judi Dench often wore her hair short when she was a young 
actress. An American woman once looked at Ms. Dench, 
then asked actor John Neville, “Does your son come with 
you everywhere you go?”184 

Money 

• While growing up poor in New York City, the Marx 
Brothers had to struggle for whatever they could get out of 
life. Their family scraped together enough money to pay for 
piano lessons for Chico, but because they didn’t have enough 
money to pay for piano lessons for Harpo, Chico was 
supposed to teach him — which Chico never did. Entirely 
on his own, Harpo learned to play two pieces on the piano: 
“Waltz Me Around Again, Willie” and “Love Me and the 
World is Mine.” Because Harpo looked so much like Chico, 
he would sometimes substitute for him on piano-playing 
jobs. Harpo would play his two pieces over and over again, 
playing them in different keys and different tempos, until his 
trick was discovered and he was thrown out.185 

• When she was 22, Mellody Hobson, the President of Ariel 
Investments, learned from a very successful friend a lesson 
that has stayed with her: “No one ever got rich through 
earned income.” The friend explained, “Look at all the great 
wealthy families. From Carnegie to Rockefeller, it was never 
how much they made at work that made them wealthy — it 
was their investments.” She learned the lesson well. Today 
she says that the lesson “made me shift from thinking about 
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a paycheck to thinking about building equity and long-term 
wealth. And it has helped me a lot.”186 

• In Europe, people often leave their shoes outside their 
rooms so servants can polish them during the night. An 
Englishman once stayed at Rufus Jones’ house, and the 
Englishman followed this custom. However, Mr. Jones was 
a Quaker who lived simply, without servants, and so he 
polished his guest’s shoes. At the end of his visit, the 
Englishman gave Mr. Jones a tip for the servant who had 
polished his shoes. Mr. Jones accepted the tip and said, “The 
man who polished thy shoes can put it to good use.”187 

• Dr. F.P. Keppel, the president of the Carnegie Corporation, 
which financially supported many libraries, made several 
visits to the Denver Public Library and the University of 
Denver Library. He was impressed by the number of visitors 
to the libraries, and once joked to librarian Malcolm Glenn 
Wyer, “Now tell me, Malcolm, how much has it cost you to 
hire all these people to keep coming in and out of the library 
during the days I was here?”188 

• Edwin Porter was a Texas Methodist preacher in the first 
half of the 20th century. Each week, he took 10 percent of his 
weekly salary and doled it out in dimes and quarters for his 
eight children to put in the collection plate. According to 
Rev. Porter, pennies and nickels were to be used for soda 
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pop and chewing gum; they weren’t important enough to be 
used for the Lord’s tithes.189 

• Some people were raised to believe that speaking about 
money is vulgar. A friend of Peg Bracken will talk about 
prices only in relative terms — she states the price in terms 
of the cost in bottles of bourbon. For example, she will say 
about a recent purchase, “A really great dress, and only a six-
bottle job.”190 

• As a young teenager and an elite gymnast, Kerri Strug often 
trained away from home. However, she did manage to keep 
in close contact with her family. Frequently, the monthly 
bills for her long-distance telephone calls home were over 
$300.191 

Mothers 

• The mother of comic actor Brad Taylor Negron, who has 
appeared on TV’s Curb Your Enthusiasm and in many 
movies, is a true original. A native New Yorker, she and her 
family moved to Los Angeles. In New York, Mr. Negron’s 
grandmother’s house was often filled with exiles, including 
some lesbians who had fled Castro’s Cuba during the Cuban 
missile crisis. Mr. Negron says, “Those lesbians were a big 
part of my childhood, arriving midday wearing military gear 
and sporting masculine pompadour haircuts. They’d show 
up with hot bread in thin bags and produce sticks of sweet 
guava paste while my grandmother poured strong coffee.” 
They also danced with his mother, who was strictly straight, 
and who tells him, “Why don’t you remember the skiing and 
the leather jacket we got you? It’s always the lesbians with 
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you!” During World War II, she had a job in which she made 
medals for United States soldiers, but when she put the 
medals in their blue velvet boxes, she added a slip of paper 
containing her name and address. Once, Mr. Negron asked 
her if she had met any of the soldiers who had received one 
of those medals. She replied — sheepishly — “Yes.” No 
doubt there is more to the story, but she is not telling it. For 
a while, the Negron family operated a batting cage with 
machines that spit out baseballs as fast as those hurled by 
Don Drysdale. As a youth, Mr. Negron had the job of loading 
those pitching machines with baseballs — a job in which 
mishaps frequently occurred with the result that the upper 
part of young Brad’s body was black and blue with bruises. 
The bruises came to the attention of school authorities who 
wondered if, perhaps, Brad had anything he wanted to tell 
them about — such as abuse at home. He told his mother 
what school authorities were wondering, and she exploded, 
“Who the hell is going to abuse you? You tell that Vice 
Principal that if he thinks there is funny business going on in 
this house, then he should come down here and try loading 
up that Don Drysdale machine.” When her children were 
very little, she would play hide and seek with them, crawl 
under laundry to hide, and fall asleep while waiting to be 
found. Mr. Negron says, ‘I only wish that all the children of 
the world had been raised in such an atmosphere of 20th-
century optimism and keen encouragement. My mother once 
looked at my drawing pad filled with watercolors, closed the 
book, and with great intensity, pointed her finger and said, ‘I 
am going to tell you something right now…. You are better 
than Matisse.’ And she meant it.”192 
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• While growing up in Gulfport, Mississippi, Green Bay 
quarterback Brett Favre was tough. Working as a five-year-
old ballboy, he was accidentally hit with a bat by a player 
who was taking a warmup swing. He mother says, “His 
forehead was one big egg.” In the emergency room, the 
doctor said, “Must’ve knocked him out.” Brett’s mom 
replied, “Nope.” The doctor then said, “Well, surely it 
knocked him down.” Again, Brett’s mom said, “Nope.” By 
the way, Brett’s mom is plenty tough herself. When Mr. 
Faure became a starting Green Bay quarterback, sports 
reporters asked him where he had gotten his strong arm. Mr. 
Faure replied that at first he had thought he had gotten it from 
his father, but now he thought that he had gotten it from his 
mother. He explained, “She got mad at me last summer and 
threw a pastrami sandwich and hit me in the head — hard. 
She really had something on that sandwich.”193 

• The mother of Kate Mostel, the wife of comedian Zero 
Mostel, made a part-time career of cheating insurance 
companies. This career started when she was driving the 
wrong way down a one-way street, and another car hit her. 
Remarkably, the judge in the case awarded her damages. 
Later, she got her arm caught in a train door and collected 
$500. After these experiences, she fell down anytime there 
was a chance of collecting damages from an insurance 
company. Once, Kate saw her mother standing in a doorway 
at home, banging her arms in order to make sure the 
insurance adjuster would see bruises. One of the pieces of 
advice she gave her daughter was, “Never get hit by a mail 
truck. You can’t sue the government.”194 
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• Not all anecdotes are funny; some simply reveal an 
important insight such as this one: Even very good mothers 
have bad moments. Author Molly Magid Hoagland once 
read some old journal entries that her late mother had made. 
In one entry, her mother severely criticized herself because 
she had yelled at Molly, who was then five years old, so hard 
that Molly was terrified and used her hands to cover her ears. 
Her mother wrote, “I will never do that again.” Fortunately, 
Molly, who is herself a mother now, says, “I don’t remember 
that incident at all, nor any other episodes of scary yelling, 
and the fact that I don’t is a great comfort to me in my worst 
moments as a mother.”195 

• J.K. Rowling, creator and author of the Harry Potter books, 
was not as poor as the media have made her out to be when 
she was writing the first Harry Potter book, but she was a 
single mother who did lack money. One day, she visited 
another mother whose boy was roughly the same age as 
J.K.’s daughter. That little boy had a room full of toys, and 
J.K. remembers, “When I packed Jessica’s toys away, they 
fitted into a shoe box, literally. I came home and cried my 
eyes out.” Those feelings of depression are the kind that the 
Dementors give in the Harry Potter books.196 

• Ranai Carlton was teaching a Sunday School class about 
forgiveness, and she asked a child in the class, “Lisa, when 
is a time when you might need God’s forgiveness?” 
However, Ms. Carlton’s son told Lisa, “You don’t have to 
tell her.” Then he turned to his mother and said, “We don’t 
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have to tell you our problems. This isn’t The Oprah Winfrey 
Show.”197 

• Comedian Totie Fields was married with two kids. When 
her children grew up and left the home, she suffered from 
Empty Nest Syndrome — briefly. She says, “The first week 
you’re miserable and miss them, but by the second week 
you’re walking around the house naked again, and it’s 
fun.”198 

• When singer/songwriter Neil Sedaka made his first 
recording, his mother used to listen to the radio and 
whenever her son’s record started playing, she would stick 
her head out of a window and shout, “My son is singing on 
the radio!”199 

• Lady Antonia Fraser, author of The Weaker Vessel, taught 
her children to keep diaries. Her daughter, on her 
honeymoon, startled her husband when she said, “I have to 
write in my diary.”200 
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Chapter 5: From Movies to Work 

Movies 

• Long ago, as a publicity stunt for the opening of a movie 
which had the word “Smith” in its title, the manager of a 
movie theater on Broadway decided to let people named 
Smith into the first showing free. However, he was very 
unhappy when many black people named Smith showed up 
to claim their free seat — the theater discouraged blacks 
from watching movies there. However, since he had 
advertised that a free seat would be given to anyone named 
Smith, the theater manager decided that he had no choice but 
to let the blacks in. After the movie was over, the theater 
manager changed his opinion about black patrons. He said, 
“There wasn’t a bit of trouble with that Smith crowd. The 
blacks and the whites were all mixed together and everybody 
had a good time. Not a single argument. From now on, any 
blacks want to come in this theater, they’re welcome.”201 

• Movie director Steven Spielberg was talented at telling 
scary stories to his younger sisters while they were growing 
up. One story was called “I’m the Moon,” and it was about 
the Moon visiting the Earth. Sister Anne says, “He gave me 
a phobia for a couple of years. I had nightmares about the 
Moon.” And at night, Steven would scratch on Anne’s 
window, which was by her bed. At first, she would say, 
“Steve, I know it’s you. I’m not opening the curtains.” Of 
course, eventually she would be so curious that she would 
open the curtains. Greeting her would be something like a 
plastic model of a skull with a flashlight under it to cast it in 
an eerie light.202 
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• Robert Benchley made several comic movie shorts in 
Hollywood. In one of them, he ended up lying on telephone 
wires strung up in the studio. While lying there waiting to 
shoot the scene, he called to his wife, “Remember how good 
in Latin I was in school?” After she replied, “I do,” he said, 
“Well, look where it got me.”203 

Names 

• When she was a child, Joanna Kathleen Rowling, aka Jo, 
became friends with two kids in her neighborhood: a brother 
and sister named Ian and Vicki Potter. Ian liked hijinks and 
dares. He once dared Vicki and Jo to run through some wet 
cement — they did. Of course, Ian and Vicki’s last name 
became the last name of J.K. Rowling’s most famous literary 
creation: Harry Potter. As an adult, Ian read the Harry Potter 
books out loud to his children. He remembers how he, Jo, 
and Vicki would play dress-up when they were kids: “And 
nine out of ten times, it would be Joanne who had the idea, 
and she’d always say, ‘Can’t we be witches and wizards?’” 
J.K. Rowling’s own last name has led to her having lots of 
nicknames: Jo Rolling Pins and Miss Rolling Stone. When 
she taught English as a second language in Portugal, her 
students sometimes sang the theme song from the TV series 
Rawhide to her: “Rolling, rolling, rolling … keep those 
wagons rolling!”204 

• Neave “Puddles” Brayshaw was a beloved teacher at 
Bootham School, a school for Quakers. The pupils there told 
this story about Puddles: Mr. Brayshaw died and appeared 
before the Pearly Gates leading to Heaven. St. Peter looked 
for the name of “Neave Brayshaw” in the Book of Life, but 
he could not find it, so he asked Mr. Brayshaw if he had 
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another name. Mr. Brayshaw replied, “The laddies call me 
‘Puddles.’” St. Peter exclaimed, “Puddles! Come in at once. 
We’ve been expecting you.”205 

• The three Marx Brothers had interesting names, which 
were given to them by a friend while a song titled “Knocko 
the Monk” was popular. Harpo got his name because he 
played the harp. Groucho got his name because of his 
disposition. Chico got his name because he liked women.206 

• Mary Lou Retton had great energy as a youngster, so great 
that her mother packed her off to gymnastics classes in an 
attempt to burn off some of that energy. In fact, her mother 
gave her the nickname of “the Great Table Smasher and 
Lamp Toppler.”207 

• Children tend not to have pretensions. When actor Patrick 
Macnee was growing up, he had a collie as a pet. His family 
called the collie “Buckingham Palace,” but little Patrick 
called it “Stinker.”208 

• Opera singer Mary Garden’s parents always wanted a boy, 
but they became parents to four girls. Before the girls were 
born, each was given the tentative name “Robert,” after their 
father.209 
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Practical Jokes 

• Sid Grauman, of Grauman’s Chinese Theater, wanted to 
play a joke on actor Douglas Fairbanks, so he rented a 
trained duck as a going-away present and had it delivered to 
Mr. Fairbanks just before he went on a train trip. When Mr. 
Fairbanks opened the package containing the duck, the duck 
began quacking loudly and flapping its wings — as it had 
been trained to do. However, Mr. Fairbanks had the last 
laugh. He recognized the duck as being worth thousands of 
dollars (because it was used in the movies), and he knew that 
Mr. Grauman had paid a lot of money to rent the duck. So 
Mr. Fairbanks telegraphed Mr. Grauman from the train: 
“GOD BLESS YOU! FOOD ON THIS TRAIN 
HORRIBLE. WE ATE THE DUCK.”210 

• Bill Cosby once played a practical joke on Sheldon 
Leonard, who had hired him to co-star with Robert Culp in I 
Spy. When Mr. Leonard guest-starred on The Bill Cosby 
Show, Mr. Cosby sent a stretch limousine to pick Mr. 
Leonard up and take him to his dressing room. Mr. Leonard 
arrived to see his name engraved on a brass plate on the door, 
but when he opened the door, he saw cobwebs everywhere, 
broken furniture, and rats running around the floor. (His real 
dressing room turned out to be quite luxurious.)211 

• Lord Halifax was at one time the British Ambassador to the 
United States. While he was traveling to Bath in a 
compartment with two middle-aged ladies, the train entered 
a long, dark tunnel. With the compartment darkened, Lord 
Halifax kissed the back of his hand noisily several times, 
then after the train had left the tunnel, he asked, “To which 
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of you two ladies am I indebted for the charming incident in 
the tunnel?”212 

• As a painter in New York City, Hugh Troy was hired to 
help paint the huge globe of the world that revolved in the 
lobby of the Daily News building. Among other things, he 
painted a group of islands called the “Troy Islands.” He’s not 
sure that there are any islands at that particular place in the 
world, but if there are, he’s sure that they are named the Troy 
Islands.213 

• As a prank, some high school juniors decided to remove all 
the erasers from the high school after classes had let out. 
(Because they were volunteers in the Audiovisual 
Department, they were entrusted with keys to the 
classrooms.) Not being malicious, the juniors put all the 
erasers into a box and mailed it anonymously to their 
principal.214 

• Robert Benchley was bothered by a bank security officer 
who always looked suspiciously at him, so one day, in full 
sight of the officer, he rolled up a sheet of newspaper, placed 
it against the marble wall of the bank, set it on fire, and ran 
away.215 

• As a very young student, dancer Suzanne Farrell played 
pranks on other girls, such as leaving anonymous messages 
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on their school slates: “I love you, I love you” or “Phone 
765-9832.”216 

Problem-Solving 

• A man had an ugly wife, and in a fit of anger one day he 
took a vow that he would not sleep with her until he could 
find something about her that was beautiful. He quickly 
regretted his vow, and being Jewish, he sought a Rabbi to 
help him find a way out of his difficulty. Rabbi Ishmael ben 
Rabbi Yosi asked the man whether his wife’s head was 
beautifully shaped. It was not. Was her hair beautiful? No. 
Were her eyes beautiful? No. Were her ears beautiful? No. 
Lips? No. Neck? No. Belly? No. Legs? No. What about her 
name? Was it beautiful? No, the man answered, because her 
name is Muck. The Rabbi said, “Your vow is fulfilled. Her 
name suits her beautifully.”217 

• Malcolm Glenn Wyer was a librarian with the Denver 
Public Library. Occasionally, the Denver Post ran an article 
about the public library, and when it did so, it usually ran a 
photograph of Mr. Wyer. Unfortunately, Mr. Wyer disliked 
the photograph, but although he requested that the Post use 
a different photograph, it kept using the same one. 
Eventually, the Denver Post asked Mr. Wyer to give a couple 
of talks about books and printing. Mr. Wyer agreed, but only 
on condition that the Post use a more flattering photograph 
of himself in its articles about the Denver Public Library. 
The Post agreed.218 
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• At one time, Rudolf Bing, who became general manager of 
the Metropolitan Opera, worked in an English store where 
he was in charge of several departments, including ladies’ 
hairdressing. Once in a while, an angry customer would 
demand to see him. Fortunately, he soon learned how to 
handle the complaint, no matter what it was. He would reach 
out, seize a curl, pull it toward him, then let go and say, “But, 
madam, it springs back beautifully.” This always worked, 
although Mr. Bing had no idea why it worked.219 

• When a bunch of friends in Omaha, Nebraska, got together 
to form the indie-pop band Tilly and the Wall, they didn’t 
know a drummer. No problem. One of the band’s singers, 
Jaime Pressnall, said, “Well, I’ll tap dance until we get one.” 
The tapping worked out great, and a few years and a few 
CDs later, Tilly and the Wall still don’t have a drummer. The 
other members of the band are more than OK with the 
tapping. Bassist-singer Neely Jenkins says, “I was always 
excited about it because it was so different.”220 

• Jessica Bruinsma, age 24, used her intelligence and her 
bright red sports bra to save her life. In the Bavarian Alps, 
she had fallen onto a narrow ledge, where she was stranded 
for three days because of her injuries. Fortunately, she 
noticed a cable used in logging, and she tied her bra to the 
cable. Eventually, the cable started moving, carrying her bra 
with it. A logger saw the bra, and being aware that a hiker 
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was missing, notified the proper authorities, who rescued 
Ms. Bruinsma.221 

• People who work in the White House need to be masters of 
diplomacy. Once, the wife of a foreign diplomat was in line 
waiting to meet President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
Unfortunately, her underwear slipped to the ground. White 
House doorman John Mays picked up the underwear, folded 
it and put it on his arm as if it were a towel, then carried it 
away.222 

• In New York City, it’s often difficult to find a parking spot. 
However, Hugh Troy didn’t have a problem. He used his 
artistic skills to carve a fire hydrant out of balsa wood, then 
he left it at his accustomed parking space whenever he went 
for a drive. When he returned, he would park next to the fire 
hydrant, then pick it up and stow it in the trunk of his car.223 

• Peg Bracken once knew an elderly woman who wore a 
ragged, but very comfortable corset during her travels. The 
elderly woman worried about having a heart attack during 
the night and people seeing her ragged corset, so she solved 
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her problem by hiding the corset in a wastebasket each night 
and retrieving it to wear the next morning.224 

• Crows in Japan are very intelligent. They enjoy eating 
walnuts, and they have an interesting way of opening them. 
They put the walnuts on the streets at intersections. They 
wait for cars to run over and crack the walnuts, and then they 
fly down to the street and eat the walnuts.225 

• “Sally HH,” a reader of Andrew Tobias’ Web site, once 
won a newspaper contest that asked, “How do you cure a 
cold?” She says, “I used my great-uncle’s remedy: Put hat 
on bedpost. Get into bed. Drink gin until you see two hats.”226 

• When he was young, choreographer Bob Fosse was a 
favorite target of bullies because he took dance lessons and 
because he was small. Therefore, to keep from being beat up, 
he used to carry bribes — chocolate candies.227 

• As a very young child, Maria Montessori once stopped a 
quarrel between her parents by pushing a chair in between 
them, climbing up on it, then grabbing her parents’ hands 
and holding them in her hands.228 
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Siblings 

• Movie director Steven Spielberg teased his younger sisters 
a lot while they were growing up, and when sister Anne grew 
old enough, she helped Steven torture the other sisters. 
Sometimes, Steven would fight with sister Sue. His arms 
were longer than her arms, and he would hold her away from 
him as she struggled to get close enough to fight him. 
Eventually, he would shout, “Anne! Quick! She’s 
hysterical!” That was Anne’s cue to rush in with a glass filled 
with water and throw the water in Sue’s face. Sue says, “That 
was how the fights would usually end.”229 

• When Derek Jeter and his sister, Sharlee, were growing up, 
their parents made them sign a handwritten contract that 
contained such things as their curfew, the grades they were 
expected to get, the chores they were expected to do around 
the house — and a promise to stay away from drugs and 
alcohol. Sharlee says, “I always tried to negotiate, but Derek 
just sat there and nodded. It was hard having this older 
brother who did everything he was supposed to do.”230 

• When Joan Davis starred in her own sitcom in the 1950s, 
she cast her own daughter to play her sister on the show. She 
said later, “I always promised Beverly a sister, but neither 
one of us ever imagined it would turn out to be me.”231 

• Adele, Fred Astaire’s sister, had a strange habit: Whenever 
she got mad at someone, she would write that person’s name 
down on a piece of paper, then stick it in her shoe.232 
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Travel 

• In 1888, a dog entered the Albany, New York, post office 
and fell asleep on a mail bag. When the postal workers found 
the dog, they decided to adopt him and they named him 
Ownley. Ownley was a traveler. He followed the post office 
workers on their rounds, and he even started getting on board 
the mail cars on railroads and going where they went. On his 
first train trip, he went to New York City, then returned to 
Albany. Afraid that their dog might get lost, the post office 
workers made a tag for him to wear on his collar. The tag 
read, “Ownley, Post Office, Albany, New York.” Ownley 
traveled frequently and far, and people who took care of him 
often attached tags to his collar to show where he had been. 
Eventually he had so many tags and medals (for Most-
Traveled Dog) that John Wanamaker, the Postmaster 
General of the United States, had a harness made for him so 
he could wear all the tags and medals. Ownley traveled to 
Canada, and perhaps Mexico, and on August 19, 1895, while 
in Tacoma, Washington, he walked up the gangplank of the 
steamship Victoria, where Captain Panton took care of him. 
In Yokohama, Japanese potentates saw his many medals and 
treated him respectfully. Ownley kept following the mail — 
to Foochow in China, back to Japan, and then to Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Suez, Algiers, and the Azores. Eventually, the 
Port Philips carried him back to New York. Post office 
workers in Albany arranged for Ownley to go back to 
Tacoma, Washington, where on December 29, 1895, he 
completed his 132-day round-the-world journey.233 

• Near the end of his life, John Steinbeck and his pet poodle, 
Charley, traveled throughout the continental United States in 
a truck equipped with a camper, a journey he wrote about in 
Travels with Charley in Search of America. At the end of his 
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journey, he drove into New York City, then pulled the truck 
over at the side of the street and started laughing. When a 
police officer asked if anything was wrong, Mr. Steinbeck 
replied, “I’ve driven this thing all over the country — 
mountains, plains, deserts. And now I’m back in my own 
town, where I live — and I’m lost.”234 

• In 1987, author Alice Walker took a trip to Bali, where the 
thing she saw that made the greatest impression on her was 
a mother hen guiding her chicks across a road. Ms. Walker 
recognized that the hen was taking care of its chicks the way 
a human mother takes care of its infant. As a result, she 
decided to pursue a much more vegetarian diet. The essay 
she wrote about her trip is titled “Why Did the Balinese 
Chicken Cross the Road?”235 

• Dorothy Parker once attempted to get a cab, but the cabbie 
said, “I’m engaged.” Ms. Parker snapped, “Then be 
happy.”236 

War 

• The state of Qin decided to invade the state of Chu; 
therefore, the King of Qin sent an envoy to Chu on the 
pretext of inspecting its treasures but for the real purpose of 
assessing its defenses and preparedness for war. However, 
the King of Chu understood the envoy’s real purpose. When 
the envoy arrived and asked to see the Chu treasures, the 
King of Chu led the envoy to a room where the Chu 
statesmen were sitting, then he introduced the envoy to the 
statesmen, saying that the statesmen were the real treasure of 
Chu. The King of Chu then invited the envoy to ask any 
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questions he wished. The envoy did ask questions and soon 
he discovered that the statesmen were doing a good job of 
keeping the Chu citizens healthy, happy, prosperous, and 
well trained in military matters. Realizing that the Chu 
citizens would fight hard for their well-governed country, 
the envoy returned home and advised the King of Qin not to 
invade Chu.237 

• During World War II, United States Army nurses stationed 
in New Guinea were given two helmets of water a day. The 
nurse’s helmet was put in a stand and used as a sink. One 
helmet of water was used for washing their body, and the 
other helmet of water was used for washing their undies. 
Many of these nurses ended up in Tacloban, Philippines, 
where they were still given two helmets of water a day. Alice 
Weinstein remembers that if an air raid occurred while 
someone was washing, “Zip! There went your water! You 
had to put your helmet on your head!”238 

Weddings 

• On December 15, 1944, Army Nurse Sally Hocutt married 
soldier Richard Offutt, whom she had met a little over a year 
earlier, beside a bomb hole. About a month after they met, it 
was Christmas, and Sally arrived late at the mess hall and 
was disappointed because it had run out of turkey. 
Fortunately, Richard saved her day because he had saved a 
turkey leg, and the two had their own private Christmas feast 
together. They were married in Mutzig, France, and because 
the city mayor did not want their wedding cake to be made 
from powdered eggs, he ordered the citizens of the town to 
donate fresh eggs. Sally was married in a real wedding gown 
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that was mailed to her by her Aunt Ruth. When Aunt Ruth 
mailed the package containing the wedding gown and the 
bridesmaid dresses, the Raleigh, North Carolina, postmaster 
was astonished because he thought that the package would 
never be delivered in a war zone. Aunt Ruth replied, “You 
send them. My niece Sally asked for them, and she will 
surely receive them.” Sally says, “Sure enough, they came 
through.”239 

• In the pre-Civil War South, slaves had what were called 
broomstick weddings. On the ground, a broomstick was 
placed. Friends and family gathered in a circle around the 
broomstick. The preacher would ask the groom, “Do you 
take this woman to be your wife?” The man would answer, 
“Yes.” The preacher then would say, “Well, jump the 
broom.” He would jump over the broom. The preacher 
would then ask the bride, “Do you take this man to be your 
husband?” The woman would answer, “Yes.” The preacher 
then would say, “Well, jump the broom.” She would jump 
over the broom, and the preacher would say, “I pronounce 
you man and wife.” Just like today, a supper and dance 
usually followed the wedding.240 

• In 1981, the step-daughter of the daughter of English 
romantic novelist Barbara Cartland married the Prince of 
Wales. During an interview, Ms. Cartland was asked 
whether, in light of the marriage, she thought class barriers 
had lessened in importance in Great Britain. She replied, “Of 
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course they have. Otherwise, I wouldn’t be here talking to 
someone like you.”241 

• A father once asked Themistocles whether it were better 
for him to marry his daughter to a man with good character 
but with no money, or to a man of poor character but with 
lots of money. Themistocles replied, “If I were in your shoes, 
I should prefer a man without money to money without a 
man.”242 

• John Bratby, an artist and writer, was formerly married to 
a woman named Jean. While he was marrying his second 
wife, Patricia, she asked him, “John, will you ask George 
[the best man] for the ring.” Out of habit, he replied, “Yes, 
of course, Jean.”243 

• Dorothy Parker married fellow writer Alan Campbell. 
Following the wedding and reception, they were finally 
alone together. Ms. Parker said, “Alone at last,” and then she 
looked at Mr. Campbell and said, “Except for you.”244 

Work 

• A student developed a problem, and a teacher helped the 
student learn how to solve the problem, and the teacher was 
proud of her work. The teacher’s home developed a 
plumbing problem, and a plumber took care of the problem, 
and the plumber was proud of his work. The plumber’s car 
developed a problem, and an automobile mechanic took care 
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of the problem, and the mechanic was proud of his work. The 
automobile mechanic developed a health problem, and a 
doctor took care of the problem, and the doctor was proud of 
her work. And so on and so on. The moral? All trades have 
their experts.245 

• The son of Rev. Jeff Knighton of the First Christian Church 
in Scott City, Kansas, wanted to go swimming one Sunday; 
however, his father explained that he couldn’t take him 
swimming because he had to be present at the church that 
afternoon to help honor the senior members of the church. 
The boy was quiet for a moment, and then he said, “I guess 
I won’t be one.” His father asked, “One what?” The boy 
answered, “A preacher. It’s just too much work.” Rev. 
Knighton took his son swimming the very next day.246 

• Middle-aged librarian Vera H. Henegar started a new job 
at an elementary school. One day, as a group of young 
students arrived at the library, Ms. Henegar bent over to pick 
up a book card from the floor. As she straightened up, she 
groaned and said, “I must be getting old.” One of the young 
students told her, “Why, Mrs. Henegar, you can’t be getting 
old! This is your first year here!”247 

• Dawn Wells, who played Mary Ann on the TV series 
Gilligan’s Island, started a company that manufactures 
clothing designed especially for people who have difficulty 
dressing themselves — for example, people suffering from 
arthritis. This has greatly pleased her fans, who sometimes 
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write her, “Oh, I just knew Mary Ann would end up doing 
something nice like that.”248 

• Erika Sanborn teaches skydiving, an occupation in which 
she finds being a woman is sometimes an advantage. Many 
of her students are afraid to skydive and are in danger of not 
going through with a jump. Occasionally, a big, burly man 
will tell her, “I’m scared to death, but there is no way I’m 
gonna chicken out in front of a girl.”249 

• During World War II, many American women became 
Rosie the Riveters. One such woman, Nova Lee McGhee 
Holbrook, worked at the Kaiser Shipyard in Richmond, 
California. When her boss warned her that being a welder 
meant that she would get dirty, she replied, “I can wash it 
off.”250 
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Appendix B: About the Author 
 
It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a master’s degree in English and a master’s degree in 
Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.)  

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  

 



 

Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 
 

(Lots of FREE PDFs) 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you 
permission to translate any or all of my retellings, copyright your 
translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for 
yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original retelling.) 

I would like to see my retellings of classic literature used in schools, 
so I give permission to the country of Finland (and all other 
countries) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also 
give permission to the state of Texas (and all other states) to give 
copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to 
all teachers to give copies of this book to all students forever. 

Teachers need not actually teach my retellings. Teachers are 
welcome to give students copies of my eBooks as background 
material. For example, if they are teaching Homer’s Iliad and 
Odyssey, teachers are welcome to give students copies of my Virgil’s 
Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose and tell students, “Here’s another 
ancient epic you may want to read in your spare time.” 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-
ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-
5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 



 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 



 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
(HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
(HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Campaspe: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1175474  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/10/28/john
-lylys-campaspe-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Lyly’s Galatea: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1183015  

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29
/david-bruce-john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-
retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Lyly’s Midas: A Retelling 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1177343  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/11/08/davi
d-bruce-john-lylys-midas-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/11/08
/david-bruce-john-lylys-midas-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

John Lyly’s Sappho and Phao: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1170124  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/15
/john-lylys-sappho-and-phao-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 



 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
(HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 



 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 



 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479  

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 



 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-
collections-free-pdfs/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anec
dote-collections-free-pdfs/  

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-
collections-free-pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/01
/david-bruce-the-funniest-people-in-families-volume-4-
free-pdf/  

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 



 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 



 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 



 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 



 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 



 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 



 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 



 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 



 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 



 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 



 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 



 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 



 

TEACHING 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE WRITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 



 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 



 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 



 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 



 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 



 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 



 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


